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DEBATES    IN  THE  SENATE. 


LIST  OP  THE  SENATORS. 
MAINE— John  Rufrgles. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRR— Henry  Hubbard,  Julin  Page. 
M  ASS ACUU3BTTS— John  Davii,  Daniel  Webbter. 
RHODE  ISLAND— Nebemiih  R.  Knight,  Aaher  Kob- 
bini- 

CONNECncUT— John  U.  Nilea,  Gideon  Tomlinson, 
VERSION  r — Samuel  Prentias,  Bei^amin  SwiO. 
NEW  YORK— Silas  Wright,  Nathaniel  P.  Tallmadge. 
NEW  JERSEY— Samuel  L.  Southard,  Garrett  D.  Wall. 
PENNSYLVANIA— Jamea  Buchanan,  Samuel  UcRean. 
DELAWARE— Richard  H.  Bayard. 
MARYLAND— Joseph  Kent. 
VIRGINIA— William  C.  Rirea. 

NORTH  CAROLINA— Bedford  Brown,  Robert  Strange. 
SOUTH  CAROLINA—John  C.  Calhoun,  William  C. 
Preston. 

GEORGIA—Airreil  Culhbere,  Jotiti  P.  King. 
KEN1  UCKY— Henry  Clay,  John  J.  Crittenden. 
TENNESSEE— Felix  Grundy,  Hugh  L.  White. 
OHIO — Thomu  Ewing,  Thomas  Morris. 
LOUISIANA— Robert  C.  Nicholas. 
INDIANA— William  Hendricks  John  I'iplon. 
MISSISSIPPI— John  Black,  Robert  J.  Walker. 
ILLINOIS— William  L.  D.  Ewing,  John  M.  Robinson. 
ALABAMA— William  B.  King,  Gabriel  Moore. 
MISSOURI— Thomas  H.  Benton,  Lewis  F.  Linn. 


MOKDAT,  DXCXXBEB  5,  1836. 

The  Senate  assembled  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  look  the  chair,  and  the  M- 
lowing  Sena'ora  appeared  in  their  seats,  vizi 

Mr.  RoeetBs,  from  Mainet  Heasra.  HosBAmn  and 
Pas*,  from  New  Hampshire;  Mei«rs.  Pustih  and 
Swirr,  from  Vermont;  Mr.  Datis,  from  Maasachusetts; 
Mewan.  Kvisbt  and  Robbihb,  from  Miode  laland; 
Messrs.  Niw  and  Tokliitso9,  from  Connecticut)  Mr. 
WnisBT,  from  New  Yorkt  Messrs.  Sootmasb  and  Wall, 
from  New  Jersey;  Messrs.  BuesAKAs  and  HcKbas,  from 
PcBas|lnniai  Mr.  Batabo,  froa  Delaware)  Mr.  Kbxt, 


from  Maryland;  Mr.  Ritis,  from  Virginia;  Hr.  Kiirs. 
from  Geoi^a;  Messrs.  Ewiho  and  Moeris,  from  Ohio; 
Heasra.  Ckax  and  Cbittbkdef,  from  Kentucky;  Messrs. 
Gbditdt  and  Whiti,  from  Tennesseet  Messrs.  His- 
DBiCKs  and  Tiftov,  from  Indiana;  Measrs.  RoBinaoK 
and  EwiHo,  from  Illinois;  Messrs.  Kms  and  Hoobb, 
from  Alabama;  Mr.  Walkib,  from  Mississippi;  Messrs. 
Dbktoit  and  Liirir,  from  Missouri. 

Hr.  BENTON  presented  the  credentials  of  Messrs. 
FoLTOH  and  Sbtibk,  Senators  elect  from  the  new  State 
of  Arkaiuas. 

Messrs.  Fomeir  and  Sevibb  were  qualified  and  took 
their  seats. 

The  following  resolutiou  was  offered  by  Hr.  BEN- 
TON, and  adopted: 

Raolvedt  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain  the 
classes  in  which  the  Senators  of  the  State  of  Arkansas 
shall  be  inaerted,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of 
the  14th  of  May,  1789,  and  as  the  constitution  re- 
quires. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  BENI'ON,  it  was  then 
Ordtred,  That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot  box 
three  papers,  of  equal  size,  numbered  1,  2,  S.  Each  of 
the  Senators  from  the  Slate  of  Arkansas  shall  draw  out 
one  paper.  Number  1,  if  drawn,  shall  entitle  the  mem- 
ber  to  be  placed  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  term  of 
service  will  expire  the  3d  day  of  March,  1837;  number 
3  in  the  class  whose  term  will  expire  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1B39;  and  number  3  in  the  clasa  wboae  term  will 
expire  the  3d  day  of  March,  1841. 

It  was  accordingly  so  determined,  by  lot,  that  Mr.  Se- 
tixb'b  term  should  expire  in  1837,  and  Mr.  Foltob's 
in  1841. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDT,  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ale  was  directed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representattvei 
that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  was  present,  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  GRUNDY,  a  committee  was  ordered 
to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  a  joint 
committee  of  both  Houses,  to  wait  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  both 
Hotues  of  Congren  are  UKinbled,^^^^^  ^ceire 
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from  him  nich  eommunicalion  u  he  may  be  plewed  to 
mike. 

HeHTs.  Gbitsdx  and  Swift  were  appointed  by  tbe 
Cbair  inembers  of  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  LINN  offered  the  uaual  reaolution  to  supply  the 
members  of  the  Senate  with  ncwapapert  during  the  ws- 
aion.  Adopted. 

The  OHAIR  preientcd  the  fbllowieg  letter  of  re^na- 
tion  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate: 

WiiBiHeToa*  Dbcimbib  5,  1836. 

Sib:  I  herewith  reaign  tbe  office  of  Secretary  of  the 
Berate  of  the  United  Siates. 

Having  ao  iong  postesied  tlie  confidence  of  the  Sen- 
atet  and  enjoyedsuch  continued  and  friendly  intercourse 
with  its  members,  it  ia  with  feelings  of  deep  and  painful 
sensibility  I  now  separate  from  themi  and  these  feelingi 
are  greatly  increased,  when  I  reflect  on  tfae  courtesy  and 
kindness  1  have  received  from  yourself,  as  the  presiding 
officer  of  Ihe  Senate,  and  on  the  uniform  and  unbn^en 
confidence  and  friendahip  which  have  fi^  so  many  years 
aubaisted  between  ua.  No  length  of  time  or  change  of 
oircumstancea  will  ever  efface  from  my  mind  the  recol- 
lections growing  out  of  tlieae  associationst  and  I  shall  al- 
ways rejoice  to  hear  of  your  prosperity  and  bapfunes^ 
and  of  that  of  every  member  of  the  Senate. 

WALTER  LOWRIE. 

Hon.  Habtih  Vam  Bomb, 

FiM  I'tetidetUafthe  OnUed  StaUa 
and  iVesidbtf  of  the  Semae. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Berate  perform 
the  duties  of  Serretary  till  a  Secretary  shall  be  appointed. 
Mr.  U^cBxii  accordingly  took  the  usual  requisite  oath. 
Tbe  Senate  then  adjourned  till  13  o'clock  to-morrow. 


ToBSDiT,  Dbcehbkb  6. 
The  annual  meiasge  from  tbe  President  of  tbe  United 
States  was  received,  and  read  by  tbe  acting  Secretary, 
and  five  thousand  copies  of  (be  message  and  the  accom- 
panying documents  were  crdercd  to  b%9nnted.  (See 
appendix.) 

DEATH  OP  Mr.  G0LD8B0B0UGH. 

Mr.  KENT  rose,  tnd  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 
Mr.  Present:  Yonder  vacant  seat,  heretofore  so  ably 
and  so  faithfully  filled,  but  too  significantly  incBcates  ttie 
object  of  my  addressing  you  at  this  time. 

I  rihe,  sir,  fur  the  purpose  of  announcing  to  you  and 
to  the  Senate  the  mehuicholy  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  my  very  worthy  and  eicellent  colleague,  the  late 
RoBiBT  H.  GoiosBOBOUSB.  He  departed  this  life  du- 
ring the  late  recess,  after  a  short  illness,  in  the  midst  of 
his  usefulness,  and  at  a  period  when  we  should  have 
been  justifiable  in  alloting  to  bim  many  years  of  vigor- 
ous health. 

But  few  individuals  have  occupied  a  greater  space  in 
public  estimation  in  his  native  Slate  than  Mr.  GoldB' 
BOBOuoH.  He  filled,  from  an  early  period  of  his  life, 
with  no  inconsiderable  degree  of  reputation,  various 
public  stations,  and  was  twice  elected  to  a  seat  in  this 
body.  Possessing  the  advantagei  of  a  liberal  education, 
which  had  been  well  improvec^  with  the  nior.t  polished 
address,  he  was  ever  found  a  ready  and  efficient  de- 
bater, remarkable  for  hia  courtesy  and  politeness.  He 
was  truly  said  to  have  been  "  a  man  of  manners  and  of 
letters  too.'* 

Mr.  Gou>siiOBuv6H't  exertions  for  the  benefit  of  hia 
fellow  men  were  not  confined  to  public  life.  He  was 
prominent  as  an  agriculturist,  making  frequent  and 
judi^ous  experiments,  enforcing  his  view&by  very  able 


essays,  thereby  directing  the  attention  of  the  agricultu- 
rists to  such  objects  aa  were  calculated  to  smeliorate  and 
improve  the  condition  of  his  exhausted  lands.  Truly 
exemplary  in  all  the  relations  of  private  life,  as  a  friend, 
neighbor,  and  in  the  domeatie  circle,  he  was  unrivalled. 

To  me,  personally,  his  loss  is  truly  afflicting.  A  aevere 
hoarseness,  under  which  I  have  labored  for  aome  time, 
obliges  me  to  be  thus  brief.  1  beg  leevt  to  offer  the 
following  resolution: 

"  Rteohed,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from  a 
sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect  due  to 
the  memory  of  the  Hooorable  Robsbt  H>  Gouisbo- 
BouoB,  deceased,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  into 
mourning  for  him  one  month,  by  the  usual  inode  of 
wearing  crape  round  tbe  left  arm." 
Tbe  resolution  was  unanimously  sdt^ted- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  KENT,  tbe  Senate  then  adjourned. 


WnnniT,  Dbcxhbbb  T. 
Mr.  Bbowv,  Senator  from  North  Carolira,  and 
Mr.  NicnoLAS,  Semtor  from  Louisiara,  were  present 

to<day  in  the  Senate  chamber. 
Sundry  communications  were  Uid  before  the  Senate, 

from  the  beads  of  Departments^  by  tbe  Vice  President. 

MADISON'S  WBITINGS. 

Tbe  following  message  was  received  from  tbe  Pieii- 
dcnt  of  tbe  United  States*  by  the  bands  oF  Abdbkw 
Jacksob,  Jr.  Esq.  bis  private  secretsry: 

'i  0  lae  Aenateand Route  of  Si^rreeentaiivat 

1  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  my  correspondence 
with  Mrs.  Madison,  produced  by  the  resolution  adopt- 
ed at  the  laat  srs«on  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, on  the  decease  of  her  venerated  husband. 
The  occasion  seems  to  be  appropriate  to  present  a  letter 
from  her  on  the  subject  of  the  publication  of  a  work  of 
great  political  interest  and  ability,  carefully  prepared  by 
Mr.  Madison's  own  band,  under  circumstances  ibat  give 
it  claima  to  be  considered  u  little  less  than  official. 

Congress  has  already,  at  considerable  expense,  pub- 
lislied,  in  a  variety  of  forms,  tbe  naked  journals  of  the 
revolutionary  Congress,  and  of  the  conventions  that 
formed  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  I  am 
persuaded  that  the  work  of  Mr.  Madison,  considering 
tbe  author,  the  subject-matter  of  it,  and  the  circum* 
stances  under  wbidi  it  was  prepared —long  withheld 
from  ibe  public  as  it  has  been  by  those  motives  of  per- 
sonal kindness  and  delicacy  that  gave  tone  to  his  inter- 
course with  his  fellow  men,  until  he  and  all  who  had 
been  participators  with  him  in  the  scenes  he  describes, 
have  passed  away — welt  deserves  to  become  the  prop- 
erty of  the  nation}  end  cannot  ftll  if  published  and  dis- 
seminated at  tbe  public  charge,  to  confer  tbe  most  im- 
portant of  all  benefits  on  the  present  and  every  suc- 
ceeding generation— accurate  knowledge  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  Government,  and  Ihe  cireumslancea 
under  which  tliey  were  recommended,  and  embodied  in 
the  constitution  for  adoption. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Jkeember  6,  1836. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B1VB8,  the  reading  of  tbe  corre- 
spondence waa  dispensed  with,  and  it  was  ordered  lo  be 

printed. 

EXFUNGINO  THE  JOUKNAL. 

Mr.  SENTON  gave  notice  that  on  the  first  day  on 
which  there  was  a  iienate  sufficiently  full,  he  should  Sbk 
leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  to  expunge  from  the 
journal  certain  sentences  thereon.  He  wouhl  sinte,  at 
tbe  same  lime,  that  tbe  resolution  he  should  introduce 
would  be  in  Ihe  same  words  as  the  one  introduced  by 
bim  at  the  last  session,  and  it  wa^his  wishllut  tbe  rcso- 
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lotion  might  be  dtipoied  of  by  the  Seiurte,  before  ttte 
other  impnrttnt  bu«ine»  ol  the  wf  lioa  Bommeneed. 

After  tniwftcting  lono  other  boniMn  the  Stmte  ftd- 
journed. 

TaotDAT,  DbcixbirS.  ' 

STATEMENTS  OF  COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGA- 
TION. 

The  following  resolution*  mored  hf  Mr.  Bxirrov,  of 
MitM»ri,  beiog  under  eomideration — 

"Met^Kif  That  the  annual  ttitement  of  the  commerce 
Mid  navigadon  the  United  States  be  hereafter  printed 
under  the  direeUoo  of  the  Secretarj  of  the  TreaflUT7, 
and  be  communinted  in  a  printed  form  aa  toon  as  pos«i- 
ble  after  the  eommeoceinent  of  each  stated  lesaion  of 
Congreaa.'* 

In  supporting  the  retolutioD,  llr.  B.  obaerred  that  this 
document  being  always  a  rerf  extensive  one.  eonststinf; 
almost  entirely  of  figurea,  great  delay  was  unavoidably 
incurred  in  the  printing  of  it,  insomuch  lhat,  under  the 
existing  practice,  it  was  seldom  obtained  in  ttme,  and 
the  Senate  was  usually  a  year  in  arrear  in  its  reception. 
To  remedy  this  inconvenience  an  order  had  been  passed 
some  sessions  since  requiring  its  earlier  preparation;  but 
thu  had  not  answered  the  end.  The  measure  proposed 
in  the  resolution  would,  he  believed,  be  the  only  effec- 
tual meant  of  putting  Congress  In  possesion  of  this  im- 
portant document  as  early  as  was  desirable. 

Hr.  KNIGHT  said  it  was  not  his  design  to  make  an 
objection  to  the  resolution,  but  to  inquire  whether  any 
extra  copies  are  to  be  printed  under  W  This  document, 
said  he,  is  an  Important  one,  and  an  extra  number  of  cop- 
ies are  always  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  Senate.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  profitable  to  the  printer  among  all  the 
documents  printed— containing  mostly  rule  work  and 
figures.  If  the  usual  extra  copies  are  printed  by  order 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  distributed  in  the 
usual  manner,  and  at  (he  same  price,  I  do  not  know  as  I 
have  any  objectloni  but  the  number  of  copies  and  the 
price  of  printing  should  be  stated  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BENTON  called  for  the  reading  of  the  original 
order  under  which  the  document  was  prepared)  bat 
some  deby  oecnrring  in  fuming  to  it,  the  subject  was  for 
the  present  laid  upon  the  table. 

Several  bills  were  introduced  on  leave  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

After  fixing  upon  next  Monday  for  the  appointment  of 
the  standing  committees  and  the  election  of  a  Secretary 
of  the  Senate,  the  Senate  adjourned  over  to  Monday. 

MeVBAT,  DaCKMBIR  13. 
Mr.  Buck,  Senator  from  Mississippi,  Hr.  TxiXMAvat, 
Senator  from  New  York,  and  Mr,  Webstkr,  Senator 
from  Hassaehuselt^  appeared  to.day,  and  took  their 
aeats. 

STATEMENTS  OF  COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGA- 
TION. 

Mr.  BENTON  called  up  the  resolution  he  had  offered 
CM  Thursday  last,  respecting  an  alteration  in  the  mode 
of  printing  the  annual  report  from  the  Treasury  on  com- 
merce and  navigation. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  stri- 
Utur  out  all  after  the  word  **  resolved,"  and  insertiuK — 

Mmhed  btf  the  Smote  and  Route  of  R^rmntalvfeg, 
That  the  annual  atatement  of  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  United  States  be  hereafter  printed  under  the 
direetien  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  commu- 
located  aa  aoon  as  possible  after  the  commencement  of 
each  stated  searion  of  Congress,  and  that  aatd  statement 
ht  printed  in  the  saraafbiin  and  at  the  same  price  as  the 


ordinary  printing  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress)  that 
the  same  number  of  eopiea  as  are  usually  printed  be  fur- 
niahed  for  the  purpose  of  binding  and  disUibution,  and 
that  five  thousand  additional  eopiea  he  equally  distribu- 
ted to  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  that,  on  looking  further  into  the 
existing  law  providing  for  the  printing  of  this  document, 
he  had  become  convinced  that  some  such  modiBcation  of 
the  resolution  was  necessary  as  had  now  been  proposed. 
The  only  objection  he  had  to  it  related  to  the  Ave  thou- 
sand additional  copies  to  be  printed  for  the  Senate;  he 
thought  this  number  larger  than  nece«sary,  and  propo- 
sed that  it  be  reduced  to  diree  thousand. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  assenting,  the  resolution  waa  ao  modi- 
fied accordingly,  and  in  this  form  it  waa  ordered  to  bn 
engrosaed  for  a  third  reading. 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  SENATE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KINO,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
Senate  order  of  Thursday  last,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
ballot  for  a  SecreUry  of  the  Senate,  in  place  of  Waltkb 
LowKix,  B«i.  resigned. 

On  the  first  ballot,  Mr.  Aaatrnr  Dicxms  received  30 
votest  non.  Amvold  NAroAiir,  late  of  the  Senate,  18{ 
scattering  3;  31  being  necessary  to  a  choice. 

On  the  second  ballot,  Mr.  Dickihs  received  21;  Hr. 
Naudiis  18{  Mr.  Bxtah  1{  31  being  necessary  to  n 
choice. 

Mr.  Dicb:iiis  was  accordingly  declared  to  be  duly 
elected  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  chairmen  of 
their  several  standing  coamitteea. 

The  several  eleettona  resulted  as  followt: 

Mr.  Bdcbawaw,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Vur- 
eign  Relations,  by  31  voles. 

Mr.  Watorr,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
by  30  votes. 

Mr.  Kixo,  of  Alabama,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  by  30  votes. 

Mr.  NiKEs,  cb^rman  of  the  Committee  mi  Manulke- 
tures,  by  33  votes. 

Mr.  pAsx,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  A^ricidtiuv, 
by  31  votes. 

Mr.  BzrroH,  chslrman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  by  36  voles. 

Mr.  Wall,  chairman  of  the  Commiltee  on  the  Militia, 
by  19  votea. 

Mr.  RiTXs,  ehalniMn  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
tain,  by  30  votea. 

Mr.  Waiksk,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  by  31  votes. 

Hr.  LiTfir,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  by  31  votes. 

Hr.  WuiTa,  chairman  of  the  CcHnmiltee  on  Indian 
Affaira,  by  39  votes. 

Mr.  HrxBAiiD,  duirroan  of  the  Committee  of  CUims, 
by  19  votes. 

Mr.  Drowk,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  by  18  voles. 

Mr.  GauiTDT,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, by  31  votes. 

Mr.  RoBiMsoM,  chairman  of  the  Commiltee  on  Uie 
Post  Office  and  Post  Hoads,  by  33  votes. 

Mr.  HammicKB,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canab^  by  31  votes. 

Mr.  ToKuirsoir,  chairman  of  the  Committtee  on  Pen- 
Hions,  by  31  votes. 

Mr.  Kkbt,  chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbis,  by  19  voles. 

Hr.  MosHis,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Engrossed 
Bills,  by  25  votes.  p  I 
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Memory  of  Mr.  Kitmard—I^t  Trtatwry  Cirettlar. 


[Dec.  13,  14,  1836. 


Tike  eleotion  of  the  remunin;  members  of  the  com- 
mitteet  wu  deferred  unt'd  to-morrow. 

MEUORT  OF  Hr.  KINNARD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TIPTON,  of  Indiana,  it  wu 
JIaolped,  That,  in  memory  of  the  late  Hon.  Hr.  Kir' 
VAao,  a  member  uf  the  House  of  RepreaenUtives  from 
the  State  of  Indiana,  the  members  of  ihe  Senate  wear 
crape  on  the  left  arm  for  the  space  of  thirty  days. 
And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tdibbat,  Dickmsir  13. 

AsivBT  DiCKiitt,  Esq.,  elected  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate, appeared  to^ay,  was  qualified,  by  taking  Ibe  pre- 
acribed  oath,  and  took  his  seat. 

After  trtnaaeling  the  usual  morning  business. 

The  Senate  proceeded  by  ballot  to  choose  the  remain- 
ing members  of  the  respective  standing  committees, 
whose  cbatrmen  tiad  been  appointed  yesterday.  The  re- 
mit was  as  follo«B: 

On  fbreign  Afftun. — Messrs.  Bucbanani  Tallmadge, 
King,  of  Georgia,  Clay,  Rives. 

On  Fintmce. — Messrs.  Wright*  Webster,  Cuthbert, 
Nicholas,  Benton. 

On  Ctmmtrte, — Messrs.  Kii^,  Davis,  Linn,  Brown, 

Mmufaeture».--VltMin.  Niles^   Morrit,  Black, 
Hubbard,  Preston. 

On  Jgrieullure. — Messrs.  Page,  Morris,  Kent,  Mc- 
Kean,  Ctay. 

On  Military  Affairs.— Htun.  Benton,  Preston,  Tip- 
ton.  Wall,  Ewing,  of  Illinois. 

On  MiIitia.~UeMn.  Wall,  Hendricks,  Swift,  Ewing, 
of  Illinois,  Moore. 

On  Nanal  4ffmn.—-Utnn.  Rivea,  Southard,  Tall- 
madge, Cutbbert,  Ntcholes. 

On  PtAtie  Zomb.— Messrs.  Walker,  Ewii^,  of  Ohio, 
King,  of  Alabama,  KuKgtes,  Fulton. 

On  Private  Land  C^loAfM.— Messrs.  Linn,  Porter,  Bay- 
ard, Frealon,  Sevier. 

On  Indian  ..{(^im.— Messrs.  While,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Linn,  Sevier. 

Of  Ciatm$. — Nessn.  Hubbard,  Tipton,  Prentiss,  Crit- 
tenden, Ewing,  of  Illinois. 

On  RtwlwtUmary  Cti^nu.--iiemn.  Brown,  White, 
Hubbard,  Crittenden,  Kites. 

On  the  JtuHeiary. — Messrs.  Grundy,  Crittenden,  Mor- 
ris, King,  of  Georgia,  Wall. 

Having  proceeded  thus  far,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


WSDNBSDIT,  DSCBMBKH  14. 

Mr.  Calbodit,  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  ap- 
peared to^lay  in  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RIVES,  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  publication  of  Mr. 
Madison's  History  of  the  Convention,  wa^  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Library. 

When  the  morning  business  had  been  disposed  of— 

The  Senate  resumed  the  balloting  for  the  remiuning 
members  of  standing  committees  not  yet  filled  up,  and 
the  result  was  as  follows: 

Committee  on  the  Po»t  Offieeand Pott  Road^ — Messrs. 
Robinson,  (cburman.)  Knight,  Grundy,  Brown,  Nilei. 

ComtnitUe  on  JRoadt  and  CanaU. — Menrs.  Hendricks, 
(chairman,)  McKean,  Robinson,  Nicholas,  Page. 

Committee  on  Pentiont. — Messrs.  Tomlinson,  (chair- 
man,) Prentiss,  Hubbard,  Morrip,  Sevier. 

Committee  on  the  Dittriet  of  CoAimftia.— Messrs.  Kent, 
(chairman,)  King  of  Alabama,  King,  of  Geor:gia,  Bu- 
chanan, Nicbtdas. 


Committee  on  EngronedBiUi.-~Htun.  Morris  (ehair- 
msn,)  Paf^e,  Fulton. 

Jotnt  Committet  Oft  iht  Library.—Uem.  Bobbins, 
Preston,  Wall. 

THE  TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

The  following  resolutions,  introduced  by  Mr.  Ewiire, 
of  Ohio,  being  at  their  second  reading: 

"  Raoteedoy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repretentatives, 
eye.  That  the  Treasury  order  of  the  eleventh  day  of 
July,  Anno  Domtni  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  designating  the  funds  which  should  be  reeeiv- 
able  in  payment  for  public  lands,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  rescinded. 

"  Resolved,  akot  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  delegate  to  any  pemon,  or  to 
any  corporation,  the  power  of  directing  what  funds  sbalt 
be  receivable  for  customn,  or  for  the  public  landsi  nor 
shall  he  make  any  diacriminalion  in  the  (iinds  so  receiva- 
ble, between  different  individuala,  or  between  the  ^tStr~ 
ent  branches  of  the  public  revenue." 

The  resolutions  having  been  read — 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  spoke  as  followi: 

Mr.  President:  When  1  presented  these  resolutions, 
a  few  days  since,  it  was  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Uissouri,  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Bbston,]  that  be  would 
oppose  them  at  their  second  reading,  tor  the  purpoae  of 
being  early  heard  in  support  of  the  order  which  it  ia 
their  principal  office  to  rescind.  With  this  1  am  entirely 
satisfied.  I  also  wish  to  be  heard  on  a  subject  which  is 
of  vital  interest  to  the  State  which  I  represent,  and  to  the 
whole  Westt  and  I  concur  with  him  most  heartily  inthia 
expedient  to  avoid  delay  in  bringing  before  the  Senate, 
and  Bending  abroad  to  the  nation,  the  opinions  of  mem- 
bers of  this  body  on  this  important  subject.  I,  therefore, 
in  accordance  with  that  suggestion,  which  seemed  to 
meet  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  will  now  proceed  to 
give  my  views  upon  the  order  which  these  reaulutiona 
propose  to  rescind. 

This  extraordinary  paper  was  issued  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  the  lllh  of  July  list,  in  the  form  of 
a  circular  to  the  rroeivera  of  public  money  in  the  several 
land  offices  in  the  United  Stales,  directing  tbem,  after 
the  15th  of  August  ihen  next,  to  receive  in  payment  for 
public  lands  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  and  cerlificatea 
of  deposites,  signed  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  saving  in  favor  of  actual  settlers,  and  bona- 
Bde  residents  in  the  State  in  which  the  land  happened 
to  lie.  This  saving  was  for  a  limited  time,  and  expires, 
1  think,  to-morrow.  The  professed  object  of  this  order 
was  to  check  the  speculationB  in  public  bndsi  to  check 
excessive  issues  of  iMink  paper  in  the  West,  and  to  in- 
crease  the  specie  currency  of  the  countryt  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  meaaure  was  supported,  or  pretended  to 
be  supported,  by  the  opinions  of  members  of  this  body 
and  the  other  branch  of  Congress.  But,  before  I  pro- 
ceed lo  examine  in  detail  ibis  paper,  its  character,  and 
its  consequeneea,  I  will  briefly  advert  to  the  slate  of 
things  out  of  which  it  grew. 

I  am  confident,  and  I  believe  I  can  make  the  thing 
manifest,  that  the  avowed  objects  were  not  the  imly,  nor 
even  the  leading  objects  for  which  this  order  was  framed^ 
they  may  have  influenced  llie  minds  of  some  who  advised 
it,  but  those  who  planned,  and  those  who  at  laat  virtually 
executed  it,  were  governed  by  other  ami  diffinent  mo- 
lives,  which  I  shall  proceed  to  explain. 

It  was  foreseen,  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
last  session  uf  Congress,  that  there  would  be  a  very  large 
surplus  of  money  in  the  public  Treasury  beyond  the 
wants  of  Ihe  country  for  all  their  reasonable  expendi- 
tures. It  was  also  well  understood  that  the  land  bill,  or 
some  other  measure  for  the  distribution  of  this  fund, 
would  be  again  presented  to  Congressj  and,  if  the  trutt 
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CMidition  of  the  public  Treasury  were  known  and  un< 
dcniood,  that  its  dnttibuiion,  in  aome  rorm  or  other, 
woqUI  be  demanded  by  the  country.  On  the  other  band, 
H  aefema  to  have  been  determined  by  the  party,  and  same 
^  those  who  act  with  it  thorou^^ily,  that  the  money 
dtould  remain  where  it  waa,  in  tlie  deposile  banks,  so 
that  it  could  be  wielded  at  pleasure  by  the  Executive. 
Hence  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made 
to  the  two  Houses  of  Confrress  on  tlie  8th  day  of  Uecem- 
ber,  1835,  (doc.  3,  p>ge  2,)  makea  the  aggregate  bal- 
^  ance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  l&t  day  of  January,  1836, 
BO  more  than  919,147,000t  but  now  the  controversy  is 
ended,  he  sho«*s,  in  his  report  of  the  6th  of  December, 
1836,  that  the  true  amount  of  that  balance  was 
#36,749,803,  making  an  error  of  17,603,803.  There 
enters  into  thia,  and  thence  arises  the  egregious  error, 
ao  estimate  of  the  receipts  for  the  last  quarter  of  the 
then  current  year.  After  three  qiiaHera  of  that  quarter 
bad  elapaedt  after  this  was  m  tbe  hands  of  inferior  offi. 
cers  and,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  within  the 
knowletlge  of  his  aereral  bureaus  at  Washington,  re- 
ceipts  within  that  quarter  of  about  seven  millions,  he  es- 
timates the  aggregate  receipts  for  the  whole  quarter  at 
#4,950,000,  whereas  the  true  amount,  as  now  reported, 
waa  911,950,000,  making  a  diffbrence  in  the  receipts  of 
tint  nngle  quarter  of  seven  millions.  I  think  1  am  very 
safe  in  saying  that  this  most  extraordinary  error  never 
would  have  occurred  in  this  report  if  it  bad  been  the 
wish  of  tbe  Executive  to  parade  before  the  nation  a  very 
pniaperoDS  state  of  the  public  Treasury,  and  a  large  re< 
ceipt  for  the  year  1835.  If  nothing  had  been  feared 
about  tbe  land  bill  or  distribution  project,  the  estimate 
for  that  quarter  would  probably  have  equalled  the  actual 
receipts. 

The  itatement  of  the  Secretary,  however,  showed  a 
aurploat  but  be  proceeds  to  calculate  it  away  in  the  year 
1836.  He  conjectures  that  the  receipts  of  that  year  will 
amount  to  #19,750,000,  and  of  this  he  allows  the  public 
lands  to  produce  #4,000,000.  Tbe  whole  receipt  being 
less,  by  about  #4,000,000,  than  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  eatHnated  expenaes  of  the  year.  But  in  bis  report  of 
December  6,  183^  he  gives  the  receipts  of  the  same 
year  al  #47,691,898)  more,  by  about  #28,000.000.  than 
bb  eatimaiei  and  of  this  the  public  lanis  yield 
#34,000,000,  six  times  the  amount  of  that  estimate. 

These  facts  are  striking)  and  if  the  errors  originate  in 
mere  mistake,  which  I  am  willing  to  believe,  they  indi> 
cate  a  most  extraordinary  degree  of  ignmnce  as  to  the 
business  of  the  country,  and  the  direction  of  its  capiul, 
or  ft  mind  eanly  biased  and  led  into  error  by  precon* 
oeived  opinions^ 

But  Senators,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  which  after- 
wmrds  sprung  up  on  the  land  bill,  went  much  farther 
than  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  They  denied,  and 
most  unequivocally,  that  there  waa  any  surplus,  or  that 
Ikcre  would  be  any:  and,  when  some  of  us  offered  an 
catinate  of  what  would  be  the  receipU  into  the  Treasury 
in  the  current  year,  we  were  told  that  it  would  be  very 
dilHcalt  to  ftsten  that  estimate  upon  us  at  thb  session  of 
Comr*se>  I,  however,  for  one,  determined  to  relieve 
gentlemen  from  all  trouble  on  that  score,  as  far  as  re- 
garded myself.  On  the  15ih  of  March,  1836,  1  submit- 
ted my  eatimale  of  tbe  revenues  and  expenditures  of  the 
eurrcnt  jeer,  in  a  speech  which  1  eauaed  to  be  printed 
in  pamphlet  form.  In  thia  I  estimated  the  receipts  from 
customs  for  the  year  at  -  -  -  #19,000,000 
Tbe  pubrie  landa  at  more  than  -  30,000,000 
And  I  nnde  the  whole  amount  on  hand,  and 
reeeivcd  and  receivable,  in  that  year,  in 
round  numbers,  without  deducting  expen- 
ditures   77,000,000 

The  eostoms,  it  seems,  have  produced  #33,000,000, 
Vhich  is  #4,000,000 more  than  my  estimate.  The  public 


lands  #34, 000,000 — about  the  sum  which  I  had  supposed. 
And  the  footing  of  the  column  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  which  answers  to  my  estimate  of 
#77,000.000,  is  #74,441,703,  being  two  and  a  half  mil- 
lions less  than  I  conjectured.  More  than  this  defidh, 
however,  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  bank 
stock  which  1  had  supposed  would  fsll  in,  within  the  cur- 
rent year,  has  not  yet  been  sold,  or  the  avails  of  it  re- 
ceived into  the  Treasury. 

When  the  true  atatc  of  things  became  too  obvious  to 
be  any  longer  successfully  contested;  when  it  became 
apparent  to  every  one  here  and  to  the  public  that  there 
was  a  large  amount  of  public  money  lying  in  the  deposile 
banks,  and  likely  to  remain  there  for  years,  an  injury  to 
the  public,  and  beneficial  to  nobody,  except  bankers  and 
brokers;  and  wben  no  other  means  seemed  to  offer  of 
rcHisting  a  distribution  of  this  fund,  the  country  became 
auddenly  threatened  with  a  foreign  war~and,  at  one 
time,  the  walls  of  our  Capitol  were  actually  threatened 
with  demolition  by  the  great  guns  of  the  French  navy — 
we  were  in  imminent  danger  of  invasion,  and  appropria- 
tions to  the  amount  of  more  than  #80,000,000  were 
called  for  by  gentlemen  who  are  in  favor  of  economy 
and  reform,  to  enable  the  Executive  to  prepare  for  de- 
fence. But  thia  spectre  vanMied.  Then  we  were 
threatened  with  Indian  invasion  and  Indian  maasaere  on 
our  whole  Northwestern  frontier.  The  squabble  with  a 
miserable  horde  of  naked  savages  in  the  swamps  of  Flor- 
ida, which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  this  warlike  ad- 
ministration for  the  last  year,  was  magnified  into  a  gen- 
eral and  formidable  rising  of  all  the  tribes  east  of  the 
Rocky  mountains,  and  military  preparationa  were  called 
for  tliat  we  might  be  in  armor  to  do  battle  with  them. 
At  last  ft  report  of  the  Secretaty  of  War,  sanctioned  by 
tbe  Preindent,  put  an  end  to  all  this  absardity;  the  de- 
posite  bill  passed,  afler  a  desperate  atru^ie,  and  then 
came  this  measure— the  Treasuryorder— intended  to  de- 
stroy its  effect. 

This  order  grew  out  of  tbe  contest  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred. It  was  issued  not  by  the  advice  of  Congress  or 
under  the  sanction  of  any  law.  It  was  delayed  unlit  Con> 

5;res8  was  fairly  out  of  tbe  city,  and  all  possibility  of  inter- 
erence  by  legislation  was  removed,  and  then  came  forth 
this  new  and  last  expedient,  ft  was  known  that  these 
funds,  received  for  public  lands  bad  become  a  chief 
source  of  revenue,  and  it  may  have  occurred  to  some 
that  the  passage  of  a  Treasury  order  of  this  kind  would 
have  a  tendency  to  embarrass  the  country  t  and  as  the  bill 
for  the  regulation  of  the  deposites  bad  just  passed,  the 
public  might  be  brought  to  believe  that  all  the  mischief 
occasioned  by  the  order  was  the  effect  of  the  distribution 
bill.  It  has,  indeed,  happened,  that  this  scheme  has 
failed}  the  public  understand  it  rightly,  but  that  was  not 
b^  any  means  certain  at  the  time  the  measure  was  de- 
vised. It  was  not  then  foreseen  that  the  people  would 
as  generally  see  through  the  contrivance  as  it  baa  since 
been  found  that  they  do. 

There  may  have  been  varions  other  motives  which  led 
to  the  measure.  Many  minds  were  probably  to  be  con- 
sulted, for  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  a  step  like  this 
was  taken  without  consultation,  and  guided  by  the  will 
of  a  single  individual  alone.  That  is  not  the  way  in 
which  these  things  are  done.  No  doubt  one  effect  hoped 
for  by  some  was,  that  a  cheek  would  be  given  to  the 
aalea  of  the  public  lands.  The  operation  of  the  order 
would  natumlly  be,  to  raise  the  price  of  land  by  raising 
the  price  of  the  currency  in  which  it  was  to  be  paid  for. 
But,  while  this  would  be  the  effect  on  small  buyers, 
those  who  purchased  on  a  large  scale  would  be  enabk-d 
to  sell  at  an  advance  of  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent,  over  what 
would  have  been  given  if  the  tJnited  States  lands  had 
been  open  to  purchasers  in  tbe  ordinary  way.  1'hose 
who  had  borrowed  money  of  the  dtporite  banki  uid  paid 
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it  out  for  Undi,  would  thus  be  entbled  to  make  mIc  to 
•dvantigr,  and  by  means  of  such  salei  make  payment  to 
the  bknka  who  found  it  neceaaary  to  call  in  their  large 
loans,  in  order  to  meet  the  provisions  of  the  depoaite  bill. 
The  order,  iherefore,  was  likely  to  optnte  to  the  com* 
mon  benefit  of  the  deposile  banka  and  the  great  land 
dealers,  while  it  counteracted  the  efibrta  of  the  obnox- 
ious  depoaite  bill. 

There  may  have  been  yet  another  motive  actuating 
some  of  those  who  devised  thia  ordtr.  There  was  dan- 
ger that  the  depoaite  banks,  when  called  upon  to  refund 
the  public  treasure,  would  be  unable  to  do  it:  indeed,  it 
was  said  on  ihia  floor  that  tlie  immediate  effect  of  the 
distribution  bill  would  be  to  break  those  banks.  Now 
Ihia  Treasury  order  would  oprrate  to  collect  the  specie 
of  the  country  into  the  Und  offices,  whence  it  would  im- 
mediately go  into  the  depoaite  banks,  and  would  pivve 
an  acceptable  aid  to  them  while  nuking  the  tranafers  re- 
quired by  law.  These  seem  to  me  to  have  been  among 
the  real  motives  which  led  to  the  adoption  of  that  order. 

But  one  of  the  good  effects  which  it  was  aaid  this  or- 
der would  produce  was,  that  it  would  prevent  overissues 
of  the  banks,  especially  in  the  Weaf.  Such  an  opinion, 
however,  if  sincerely  held,  must  have  grown  out  of  a 
very  narrow  view  of  our  commerce  and  currency. 
There  were  no  overissues,  save  by  the  depi^site  banka 
only,  and  with  respect  to  them  the  order  would  have  no 
such  efTect.  Tliey  had  made  very  great  loans  to  land 
specutator^;  but  that  business  was  cut  off  by  the  distribu- 
tion bill.  That  bill  straitened  those  banks,  and  forced 
them  to  draw  in  their  loans:  and  it  waa  strongly  resisted 
on  lliat  very  ground]  ao  strongly,  indeed,  that  it  waa  not 
until  within  two  daya  before  the  passage  of  the  bill  that 
the  opposition  could  be  brought  to  believe  that  they 
could  succeed  in  passing  it.  Some  of  the  deposite  banka 
had  in  their  vaults  public  money  to  the  amount  of  three 
times  their  nominal  capital.  The  regular  commerce  and 
business  of  the  country  did  not  employ  much  beyond 
that  capital;  the  resiitue  could  only  be  applied  to  extra- 
ordinaiV  purposes.  The  progress  of  trade  is  steady. 
The  commerce  of  the  country  advances  in  a  regular 
manner.  It  would  not  absorb  ihia  sudden  increase  of 
banking  resources,  but  the  extra  capital  found  an  outlet 
in  loans  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  public  land. 
Large  amounts  of^  specie  were  borrowed  from  the  de- 
posite banks  and  paid  into  the  land  offices,  whence  it 
waa  soon  after  returned  to  the  banks,  and  loaned  again 
fur  the  same  purpose.  The  diatribuiion  bill  put  an  *rnd 
to  thtai  it  went  at  once  to  cut  up  this  business  by  the 
roots.  The  banks  were  required  (o  pay  back  all  the 
money  deposited  with  them  over  and  above  three  fourtha 
of  the  amount  of  (heir  capital  actually  paid  int  of  course 
their  loans  were  at  once  cut  short.  The  Treasury  order, 
therefore,  could  not  be  required  to  do  what  was  already 
done  by  an  act  of  CongreM.  The  patient  had  already 
been  depleted:' no  sooner  was  the  regular  pbysitian 
gone,  but  then  in  cornea  the  quack  doctor,  and  at  once 
euta  an  artery,  to  make  the  remedy  perfect. 

it  has  been  said  in  the  President'a  message,  and  in  the 
report  of  his  Secretary,  that  all  the  banks  of  the  country 
were  in  the  habit  of  making  overissues  of  paper,  and  that 
this  Treasury  order  was  needed  as  a  check  upon  such  is- 
sues. It  is  a  mere  assumptiont  an  entire  mistake.  Where 
is  the  evidence  to  prove  it^  1  speak  now,  of  course,  of 
that  part  of  the  Union  where  I  reside,  and  with  which  I 
am  beat  acquainted,  and  where  this  order  has  had  its 
chief  elTecl,  and  I  say  that  the  assertion  is  wholly  un- 
founded. I  know,  indeed,  that  the  amount  of  banking 
capital  has  been  increased  of  late  years:  it  may,  some- 
times, and  in  some  places,  have  been  too  extensive,  but 
it  never  waa  so  there.   There  never  hu  been  in  that 

Eart  of  the  Union  too  much  banking  capiul.  The  banks 
Bve  increased  ibeir  issues,  but  they  have  not  made  ex- 


cesaive  issues.  The  course  of  busineas  with  us  haa 
changed  of  late.  Four  or  five  yeara  ago  we  aent  our 
stock  alive  on  foot  to  market:  our  flour  went  to  Nev 
Orleans — little  or  none  of  it  went  to  the  North.  It  then 
took  us  from  sixty  to  ninety  days  to  get  our  returns. 
But  now,  since  the  opening  of  our  canal,  we  have  m 
Northern  aa  well  as  a  Boutliem  market)  and,  aoeordii^ 
to  the  present  course  of  trade,  it  lakea  the  merdumt 
from  six  to  ten  months  to  make  his  returns.  He  maat 
purchase  his  produce,  let  it  lie  by  him  till  the  canals 
open,  then  ship  to  New  York,  snd  thus  in  about  tea 
months  realise  the  proceeds.  One  thousand  dollars 
turned  tliree  times  is  the  same  in  the  bualnesa  of  the 
country  aa  three  thousand  turned  but  once.  Of  course^ 
as  the  time  ia  three  limea  longer,  we  want  three  times 
the  amount  of  money  to  do  the  same  buaneaa.  This  baa 
rightly  inoressed  tbrecJbld  the  amount  of  bank  issues. 
Beside^  banks  do  not  iasue  tbeir  notes  upon  the  spceitt 
in  their  vaults — the  notion  ia  utterly  hllaciouai  it  is  the 
staple  produce  of  the  country  which  those  bank  notes 
purchase)  it  ia  the  pork  and.  flour  of  the  West,  and  th« 
cotton  and  siigar  of  the  South;  that  ia  the  true  capital 
on  which  the  banka  make  these  isauea.  The  buainea  of 
the  country  could  not  be  transacted  iTthe  'nsues  of  bank 
paper  were  baaed  on  the  amount  of  gold  and  silver 
alone.  Our  banks  at  the  West  are  aolely  oommerciat. 
They  make  loana  for  no  other  purpose  than  purposes  of 
trade)  at  least  if  they  know  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  to 
be  applied.  They  do  not  knowingly  loan  their  money 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  public  land,  nor  even  for 
the  purpose  of  building  or  other  improvements.  A  man, 
to  be  sure,  may  obtain  a  loan,  and  go  and  buy  land  with 
the  money,  but  that  is  not  the  course  of  our  bank  busi- 
ness. A  merchant  buys  $100,000  worth  of  pork  or  flour 
on  acceptances  in  New  York)  he  borrows  the  money  to 
buy  itt  but  it  is  the  produce  which  is  the  capital  that  the 
bank  paper  represents;  it  is  that  which  pays  the  debt. 
None  of  our  banks  expect  that  gold  and  silver  are  to  b« 
demanded  for  their  notes.  Drans  are  demanded)  tkeae 
drafts  meet  the  billa  of  exchange)  and  thua  the  whola 
transaction  is  settled.  And  iriio  calls  this  overtrading  f  . 
It  is  not  overtrading.  It  Is  apportioning  bank  issues  to 
the  demands  of  commerce,  and  nothing  more.  This 
currency  answers  all  the  purposes  of  gold  and  ailver. 
Gold  and  silver  are  uselesa  save  so  far  as  they  repreaent 
exchanges.  It  was  such  overtrading,  however,  which 
the  Treasury  order  put  a  atop  to.  It  did  stop  it  moat 
effeelaally.  No  bank  in  the  West  dare  now,  or  faaa 
dared  since  the  emanation  of  Ihia  order,  to  make  any 
loans  or  any  iauies.  On  the  contrary,  the  banks,  as  soon 
as  it  appeared,  all  fortified  themselves  against  appre- 
hended danger,  and  with  one  accord  shut  their  doors 
against  all  loans  whatever.  Nor  dare  they  open  them 
again  until  tbat  order  shall  be  taken  out  of  the  way,  un* 
less,  indeed,  the  course  of  business  should  anexpected^ 
change.  Commerce,  as  we  all  know,  'h  one  of  the  most 
ductile  things  in  the  world,  and  it  may  by  etrcumstsaees 
be  forced  into  a  new  chamiel)  and  when  it  has  jusk 
scooped  out  fur  itself  a  new  course,  then,  1  suppose, 
some  other  executive  order  will  be  thrown  in  to  cbech 
or  obstruct  the  smooth  onward  flow  of  the  current.  . 

In  my  speech  of  the  15th  of  March  last,  to  which  I 
have  adverted,  I  explained  the  manner  in  which  nhs 
public  funds  were 'made  to  pay  for  the  publio  laitd^- 
performing  a  circuit  from  the  deposite  banks  to  lha 
speculator;  from  him  to  the  land  office,  and  from  the 
land  office  to  the  deposite  banks  again — thus  operating 
the  extihange  of  the  public  lands  by  millions  of  acrea  to 
large  purchasers  for  mere  credit.  I  was  denounced  for 
this  at  the  time;  but  the  President  has  adopted  (an  hon* 
or  which  I  duly  appreewte)  the  very  sentiment,  snd  al- 
most the  language  which  I  then  used,  in  his  recent  mes- 
sage) and  he  tells  us  that  the  Trouuir  ordenwas  intern^ 
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ed  to  remedy  tbit  eril— *n  enl  wtikh  ConpreM  bkd,  in 
Act,  remedied  «ffiBetinllf  before  the  iuuinp  of  that  or- 
der. It  would  have  been  ■  fcrtuntte  thinjf  if  the  mischief 
bid  been  diwovered  sooner  by  tbe  executive  officers, 
and  the  abiwe  corrected  before  it  beoamefttabject  of 
isTeMigation  before  Congren. 

Arwther  object  to  be  effected  by  this  order  ii  the  put- 
ling  down  a  paper,  and  putting  up  a  gold  and  silver  cur- 
rently.   This  is  its  purpoee,  while  ita  effect  baa  been  to 
babifh  aloBOst  entirely  gold  and  BiWer  from  among  us. 
No  aoch  thine  it  now  to  be  beard  of.    You  cannol,  in 
the  Weft,  unless  it  be  in  towns,  get  a  five  dollar  bill 
dhanged  into  specie  in  a  ride  of  thirty  milesf  not  that  the 
banks  do  not  pay  specie  for  tbeir  notes,  but  (he  effect 
oa  the  community  is  tbe  same  aa  if  they  did  not.  In 
consequenoe  of  this  order,  all  purchaser*  of  land  ex- 
chaise  their  notes  for  gold  and  ailver.    In  the  town  in 
vUch  1  reaidef  there  is  a  bank  well  prorided  with  re- 
■ooroea,  and  within  a  circuit  of  tMrty  or  forty  miles 
there  are  nx  or  aeven  more  equally  strong.    Before  the 
issuing  of  this  Treasury  order,  the  paper  uf  these  banlcs 
constituted  the  currency  of  that  regiun  of  country)  but, 
aaif  touched  by  the  wand  of  an  enchanter,  that  whole 
UMMut  of  paper  ha«  vanished  from  circulation:  not  a 
delar  of  it  n  to  be  seen.   Tbe  men  who  bad  it  carried 
U  to  these  bank*  to  get  gold  and  rilver,  and  the  banlcs, 
luring  reedeemed  it,  shut  it  up  in  their  vaults  where  it 
renaiiw  to  guard  their  gold.    There  are  still  some  notes 
ID  circulation,  but  they  are  notes  on  remote  and  incon- 
veoient  points— on  distant  banks  in  Ohio,  on  Western 
Pennsylvania,  Western  New  York,  Michigan  and  Vir- 
ginia. Our  local  banka  used  to  receive  their  bilb  u  oath, 
and,  as  tbe  course  of  bunoesa  permitted,  send  them 
Itome  for  ezobange  i  but  now  they  husband  their  own 
notet,  ud  pay  them  out,  so  that  paper  of  this  kind  con- 
stitutes nearly  all  our  circulation,  and  they  are  so  mixed 
in  small  parcels  on  each  bank  th^it  it  would  cost  nearly 
ttalf  tbeir  value  to  send  them- home  and  cash  them, 
Tbtt  is  our  gold  and  ulver  currency.    Tbe  aiaount  of 
<Nir  produce  last  year  was  unusually  great,  and  our  sup- 
ply of  pvrk  this  year,  eonaequent  upon  it,  is  very  large. 
There  i>  now  a  great  demand  in  tbe  Eastern  cities  for  all 
ve  have  to  <Uspoae  of:  our  merchants  are  well  inclined 
to  purchase,  but  they  cannot  do  it)  they  deal  more  or 
less  in  borrowed  capital,  and  our  banks  dare  not  lend 
them.    They  have  tried  to  get  money  at  the  East,  but 
the  Eastern  banks  would  not  loan,  because  their  paper 
would  immediately  return  upon  them.   Some  of  our  ad- 
venturous men  thought  of  a  third  expedient;  they  would 
go  to  an  Intermediate  point  in  Western  New  York, 
wbcve  no  trade  centres,  and  (ry  to  get  a  loan  there, 
beoaoae  it  would  be  so  long  before  the  money  would 
■Bake  its  way  to  the  Eastern  cities,  and  from  thence  re- 
tnro  to  tlie  bank  that  loaned  it.  The  plan  has  been  tried, 
md  I  am  totd  it  has  to  some  extent  succeeded.    I  liate 
aqrsclf  seen  bundles  of  notes  issued  In  Michigan,  and 
p^uMe  KHMwhere  in  the  State  of  New  York,  making 
Uieir  way  as  welcome  ilrangers  among  us{  and  auch  is 
tbe  sort  of  currency  with  which  we  are  obliged  to  do 
bonnessi  such  baa  been  the  effect  of  tampering  with  the 
currency  by  individuals  who  know  nothing  of  the  matter. 
Currency  is  a  thing  which  admirabljr  regulates  itself, 

trhich  our  merchants  admirably  regulate)  but  the  hand 
'  Ignorance  must  not  touch  it.  Tbe  interference  of  such 
r^*uIatora  is  like  tlie  effort  of  some  rude  giant  to  move 
the  wheels  of  a  machine  which  he  does  not  understand: 
the  ftily  effect  is  (o  ruin  tlie  en^ciiie,  or  give  it  a  motion 
direcKv  the  contrary  of  lU&t  which  was  intended. 

Anotwr.  sdleged  object  aimed  at  by  the  order  is  to 
check  speculation.  And  here  we  find  a  saving  provision 
in  favor  o'  residents  within  the  State,  and  of  actual  set- 
tlm.  Thus  a  discrimination  is  made  by  the  Executive 
bctneeo  difierent  olaisea  of  AaericM  oitizeos,  entitled 


to  equal  rights  under  our  constitution  and  laws.    An  at- 
tempt was  made  last  winter  to  urge  this  same  measure) 
or  a  part  of  it,  upon  Congress,  but  Congress  refused  its 
assent,  and  now  it  is  forced  upon  the  people  by  execu* 
tive  authority.  No  doubt  it  was  supposed  thst  the  order 
would  be  unpopular  without  this  exception,  and  would 
have  an  especially  bad  effect  just  before  a  presidential 
election.    The  sale  was  therefore  ao  limited  in  point  of 
time,  as  to  continue  just  beyond  the  time  of  election,  and 
then  to  cease.  Can  any  other  reason  be  assigned  for  the 
particular  dute  fixed  uponf   There  Is  a  provision  in  the 
constiiulion  directly  in  the  face  of  this  order.  Those  who 
drew  up  the  order  seemed  to  have  been  aware  of  it,  and 
to  have  avoided  employing  the  same  words  as  are  used  in 
the  article  of  the  constitution.    But  it  is  not,  therefore, 
any  the  less  in  violation  of  its  provisions.    The  constitu- 
tion declares  that  the  citizens  of  each  of  the  United 
States  shall  enjoy  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
tbe  citizens  of  tbe  several  Statesi  even  tbe  States  ^lem- 
selves  cannot  discriminate.'  But  this  order  gives  to  the 
citizens  of  one  Stale  a  privilege  which  the  citizens  of  no 
other  State  are  allowed  to  enjoy — that  of  paying  for  pub- 
lic land  in  the  ordinary  currency  of  the  country.  With 
some,  thia  argument  will  have  hut  little  effect,  especially 
as  it  is  directed  against  an  executive  aeti  but  it  is  not, 
therefore,  the  less  sound.    But  there  is  another  which 
will  find  more  favor  when  that  will  fail.    The  measure 
is  unpopular)  as  ht  aa  it  has  been  felt  and  understood, 
it  is  decidedly  unpopular.    It  is  universally  condemtitd 
throughout  the  Went,  at  least  aa  far  as  my  acquaintance 
extends.    Tbe  very  discrimination  between  citizens  of 
different  States  is  unpopular,  as  it  is  unconstiluiional  and 
unjust.    It  is  easy,  by  a  familiar  exaniple,  to  show  the 
effect  of  this  branch  of  (he  order,  how  it  works  in  pmc- 
tiee,  and  how  it  will  strike  the  minds  of  plain  common 
men.   Two  neighbors,  formers,  whose  lands  are  separa- 
ted by  the  boundary  line  between  Ohio  and  Indiana,  each 
have  sons  for  whom  they  wish  to  purchase  land,  and  (hey 
set  out  together  on  a  journey  into  the  northwest  of  Indi- 
ana to  make  their  purchases.    1'hey  buy  side  by  side, 
and  enter  the  land  In  the  same  office)  they  are  both  eiti* 
zens  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  the  United  States  (hat 
sells  the  land.   Yet  one  of  them,  be  who  lives  on  the 
Indiana  side,  is  allowed  to  pay  in  (he  ordinary  currency 
of  the  country,  while  the  other  must  pay  in  gold  and 
silver.   Yet  their  fences  join)  the^  can  see  the  smoke  of 
each  other'd  chimneys,  and  nottung  separates  tliem  but 
an  imaginary  line.    Our  Western  people  cannot  per- 
ceive the  justice  of  this.    They  do  not  underafntid  i(, 
and  they  do  not  like  it)  the  thing  is  generally  unpopular. 

^But  now,  bir,  there  is  an  expedient  for  getting  rid  of 
the  I'ffect  of  this  order,  which  ordinary  plain  people  do 
not  think  of.  It  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  fur  gen- 
tlemen who  understand  how  to  manage  it.  There  never 
was  any  thing  more  happily  contrived  to  enable  those 
who  are  shrewd  and  experienced  in  business,  to  get  a 
selection  of  the  public  lands,  and  all  for  psper.  Suppose 
one  of  these  gentlemen  wishes  to  purchBse  ten  thousand 
acres  uf  land)  he  provides  himself  with  no  cart  tu  lug 
about  guM  and  silver  to  make  the  purchase,  indeed, 
scorns  that  eumbruus  kind  of  machinery)  he  takes  an 
easier  road.  He  just  goes  to  three  times  as  many  of  the 
neighbors  as  he  wants  thousands  of  acres  of  land,  and  he 
promises  to  treat  them  fur  the  mere  use  of  their  names. 
Thai,  you  know,  costs  them  nothing,  and  so  A,  B,  and 
C,  bonafide  residents  of  the  St*te  in  which  the  land  lies 
which  he  wishes  to  enter,  authorize  him,  under  their 
hand,  to  enter  land  in  their  nnmes.  lie  makes  his  entry, 
pays  for  it  in  paper,  and  then  gels  the  whole  transferred 
to  himself.  I'his  gentleman  carried  no  specie)  he  did 
no(hing  (o  help  the  circulation  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
yet  very  snugly  gets  posst-ssion,  himself,  of  all  tite  land 
be  wants.  The  Treasury  order /lr  (b^c^^^ff^  ^ing  for 
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him,  while  it  keeps  down  the  plain  dull  man  that  would 
otherwise  be  bit  competitor.  Tbus  genius  la  patronized, 
and  a  gold  currency  introduced. 

But  this  is  not  at).  There  is  yet  another  way  of  eva- 
(ling  the  orderi  and  it  is  provided  for  iu  the  order  itaeir. 
Any  man  may  make  ■  deposite  of  money  in  the  Treasury 
of  (he  United  Slates,  and  a  certificate  of  such  deposite  is 
receivable  at  t)ie  land  office  as  so  much  cash.  It  is  said, 
indeed,  that  this  is  according  to  a  law  of  Congreu.  But 
what  is  the  provision  of  that  law  >  It  Is,  that  no  man 
shall  obtain  a  certiBcate  for  land  till  he  pays  the  price 
of  it  into  the  office  of  a  receiver,  or  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States.  My  construction  uf  (his  law  it,  that 
the  individual  must  have  paid  for  that  particular  section 
of  land,  and  not  merely  have  made  a  general  deposite  of 
money.  This,  however,  has  been  overlooked,  and  the 
ordinary  course  is  to  deposite  a  sum  of  money  in  one  of 
the  deposite  banksi  the  certificate  of  which  is  sent  to 
the  Tmsury,  and  then  a  Treasury  certificate  is  issued 
for  the  same  amountt  and  I  im  tuld  that  individuals  have 
shaved  honest  purchasers  on  these  certificates  tu  the 
amount  of  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent.  |t  took  them 
about  a  month  to  get  this  thing  well  into  operation.  Out 
within  the  last  two  months  there  has  been  about  $200,000 
of  this  kind  of  specie  capital  created  for  the  occasion. 
This  is  nothing  but  a  fair  sample  of  the  practical  effect 
of  an  attempts  to  juggle  with  the  public  money.  The 
result  always  is  the  injury  of  ordinary  industrious  citizen^ 
and  the  enriching  and  aggrandizing  of  those  who  are  al- 
ready rich,  and  who  are  keen-sighted  and  sagacious. 

It  has  been  said,  and  it  is  a  familiar  answer  to  objec- 
tions such  as  I  have  now  urged,  that,  oot  withstanding  all 
these  difRculties,  the  pr\ce  of  produce  is  high,  and  ihal* 
therefore,  what  has  been  done  to  the  currency  has  been 
for  the  benefit  of  the  country.  It  is  true  produce  is 
liTgh,  and  what  is  the  reason.^  We  know  in  this  country, 
from  the  papers,  the  wants  of  alt  parts  of  our  extended 
community,  and  it  has  happened  partly  owing  to  a  failure 
of  cropl  and  partly  from  other  causes,  that  grain  is  so 
scarce  and  in  very  great  demand  east  of  the  mountains. 
It  is  nominally  high  with  us  in  the  West,  but  not  as  high 
as  it  sliould  be  in  proportion  to  other  things,  because  our 
tradera  cannot  gel  funds  to  buy  with,  and  competition  in 
tlie  porcliaae  is  put  down.  As  the  cauiea  of  these  high 
prieea  are  not  generally  understood,  1  will  briefly  sketch 
an  outline  of  my  views  on  that  subject.  There  is  an  im- 
pression gone  abroad  tliat  the  people  of  the  United  Siatea 
ought,  of  course,  to  be  exporters  of  grain.  But  never 
was  there  a  more  incorrect  idea.  It  is  against  the  ordi- 
nances (if  nature,  and  the  whole  course  of  human  things. 
We  never  can  be  exporters  of  grain  unless  there  be  war 
or  famine  in  Europe,  A  great  part  of  Europe,  Hie  north 
part  of  Asia,  the  nnrih  coast  of  Africa,  Egypt,  and  the 
islands  in  the  Mediterranean  are  all  grain-growing  coon. 
ti  ies.  Grain  is  their  great  commodity.  England,  too,  is 
a  rich  grain  country.  All  these  regions  of  tlie  earth  will 
Mipply  their  own  demands  for  bread*  and  are  iltstined  to 
do  so,  while  a  Isrge  part  of  thnr  clothing  will  be  drawn 
from  our  great  South. 

We  have  at  the  North  populous  cities,  extensive  manu- 
factories; in  addi'ioii  to  which,  there  is  our  immense  ma- 
rine, our  navy,  our  mcrcliantmen,  our  fishing  vessels,  all 
to  be  supplitd  from  our  own  grain  region.  Yet  we  are 
seldom  in  the  habit  of  refiecting  iliat  it  is  but  a  belt  of 
about  four  or  five  decrees  of  latitude  which,  in  this 
couittry,  produces  wheat  ndvantageously.  This  com- 
paratively small  portion  of  our  country  is  relied  on  to 
supply  our  whole  noitheru  continent,  ^he  West  India 
iulands,  and  South  America,  all  of  which  are,  in  tliis  point 
of  view,  entirely  dependent  upon  us.  Is  it  astonishing 
that  ihe  price  of  wheat  slioultl  be  high?  It  is  no  (iov- 
crnmental  arrangement.  It  is  nut  the  skill  of  any  sd- 
oiiiiiatration  which  has  given  to  our  ftrnieni  the  exiaiing 


prices.  Nor  ia  it  owing  to  any  deranged  or  diseased  stat* 
of  the  currency,  or  trt  commercei  theae  pricei,  in  the 
genersJ,  will  be  maintoinedt  (or  the  price  m  this  eouDtry 
must  at  last  be  regulated  by  the  price  at  which  grain  can 
be  imported  from  the  Baltic  and  the  Black  Sea.  And» 
indeed,  we  at  the  West  have  reason  to  complain  of  tba 
prices  we  get  in  comparison  with  those  which  our  staples 
command  in  the  Eastern  cities.  I  have  lately  seen  it 
stated  that  pork  is  selling  at  Montreal  at  $30  per  burni, 
and  at  about  the  same  rate  in  Boston;  while  in  the  West 
we  get  what  ia  equivalent  to  about  ten  or  twelve  doUars 
per  barrel. 

[Hr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  here  ststed  that  the  price  was 
t30  in  Mobile.] 

I'he  price,  I  am  sure,  is  decidedly  too  low  with  us. 

And  now,  sir,  believing  as  I  do  that  the  Treasury  order 
in  question  has  been  productive  of  all  the  cfTecu  I  have 
alated,  1  hold  that  it  ought  to  be  rescinded,  were  it  as  a 
mere  matter  of  policy.  lam  pursuaded  that  its  reaci- 
sion  would  soon  restore  the  confidence  of  the  people  of 
the  West,  now  so  extensively  impaired.  We  ought  to 
prevent  the  improper  discrimination  between  specie  and 
notes  payable  in  specie.  It  would  enable  our  banks  to 
make  loans  to  the  amount  of  our  produce,  and  no  more. 
Those  institutions  with  us  are  skilful  and  cautious;  tbcy 
iMke  no  loans  for  the  purchase  f>f  public  lands,  nor  for 
any  object  which  will  prevent  its  speedy  return.  In  a 
word,  they  refuse  permanent  loans  of  every  kind.  Sir, 
I  would  prevent  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  any 
other  Executive  officer,  from  msking  an  unwarrantable 
discrimination  between  diflferent  classes  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  There  should  be  no  such  discrimina- 
tion. We  have  no  right  to^et  up  the  public  property 
to  Sale,  and  then  say  to  A  or  B  this  is  the  price  if  your 
business  ts  so  and  so,  or  if  your  politics  are  of  this  com- 
plexioni  but  if  not,  you  must  pay  a  higher  price.  It  is 
against  the  letter  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  the  constitution. 
I  would  abolish  it.  It  ought  to  be  abolished.  It  is  pecu- 
liarly oppressive  on  the  people  of  the  West. 

If  there  ia  to  be  a  apecie  currency,  why  not  try  the 
experiment  in  our  Eastern  cities?  Surely  it  would  be 
more  convenient  there.  A  man  in  our  Western  region, 
if  he  selects  a  tract  of  land  from  the  public  domain,  but 
is  obliged  lo  go  away  to  get  the  money  to  pay  for  bit 
purchase,  loses  his  opportunity.  His  footsteps  are 
tracked  by  the  speculator  or  his  agent,  and  the  land  is 
gone.  If  he  would  secure  his  section,  be  must  carry  his 
specie  in  his  8sddle-bag%  and  take  a  pistol  in  his  liand  to 
defend  himself  from  robbers.  Is  it  in  Ibis  way  you  would 
compel  your  citixeni  to  seek  out  their  home  upon  the 
public  domain?  As  soon  as  he  finds  a  spot  lo  suit  him, 
he  mu&t  carry  away  the  specie  to  a  land  office;  and  wben- 
ever  a  large  quantity  accumulates  there,  an  ox-cart,  with 
a  guard,  must  be  employed  to  bring  it  back  to  the  spot 
whence  he  got  it.  This,  sir,  has  been  all  the  specie  cur- 
rency of  which  we  have  beard  so  much.  This  is  the  ac- 
tive circulation  of  the  precious  metals.  Tliis  is  the  way 
in  which  the  SecreUry  makes  up  his  sUtements  on  that 
subject.  The  money  is  carried  one  way  in  saddle-bags, 
snd  the  other  way  in  a  cart.  I  would  put  an  end  to  this 
state  of  things.  I  would  try  the  hard  money  experiment, 
if  it  must  be  tried,  on  the  seaboani,  where  it  ii  easier  to 
try  it.  As  long  as  your  land  is  ofTercd  at  salr,  it  is  law- 
ful for  ^1  your  citizens  to  buy  it.  You  have  no  right  lo 
disfranchise  any  of  them,  under  the  plea  of  compelling 
them  to  get  up  a  specie  circulation. 

It  is  aaid  by  the  Secreiary  that  he  does  not  possess  tlie 
same  power  over  the  deposiffe  banks  since  the  distribu- 
ling  act  which  he  did  before.  He  succeeded,  he  tells 
us,  in  keeping  down  the  rate  of  the  exchanges  until  the 
passsge  of  that  law.  Now,  nr,  there  it  one  species  of 
control,  which,  if  the  Secretary  do  not  possess.  Congress 
does,  and  ought  to  czerciie  it.  Itirnid  thatitbere  «re 
Digitized  by  V^OOg  IC 


17 


OF  DEBATES  IN  qONGRESS. 


18 


Dae.  15,  1836.]  SUimmU  tf  OmmerM  and  Ikm^ioa.  [Sbsxtb. 


■erenJ  of  tbe  ctepotiie  baaki  wbo  bm  millioni  of  tbe 
pablie  trcMure  in  Uielr  vaults,  and  who  uae  it,  by  tbeir 
oftotra  or  acrenlSt  ie  ^ving  upon  notea  or  exchanges. 
Tbcf  take  Mlvantage  of  the  diflBeultj  of  tbe  tines^  and 
Tirtually  act  as  brokcrB,  thus  keeping  up  the  pressure 
and  cnmarrassing  the  publiO)  while  they  make  enoronous 
profita  nut  of  the  public  money.  I  would  institute  an 
iB(|Qtry  into  this  mattert  attd  if  banks  are  guilty  of  prac- 
tices of  this  kind,  1  would  at  least  leave  them  to  do  it 
vitb  their  own  money,  and  not  wilb  tbe  money  of  the 
people  of  tbe  United  States. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed  that  be  shoukl  want  to  make 
•ome  exposition  of  facts,  which  be  thought  would  go  far 
to  invalidate  tbe  statements  made  respecting  the  pre- 
vious effects  of  this  Treasury  order,  and  to  deDwnstrate 
clearly  what  bad  been  its  practical  and  beiic6cid  reaulta* 
for  Ifaia  purpose  be  should  want  a  little  more  time,  in 
order  to  get  (be  returns,  and  such  other  documentary 
evidence  sa  it  would  be  necessary  for  liim  to  refer  to. 
He  should  show  then  to  the  Senate,  tar  more  satlsfac. 
torily  by  facts,  than  tbe  genileman  from  Ohio  bad  been 
able  to  do  by  argument,  why  the  banks  bad  been  pre* 
rented  from  extending  Uie  usual  accommodationa  to  the 
pabfic  While  on  bia  feef,  be  would  say  that  he  en- 
tirely concurred  with  the  Senator  from  Ohio  in  his  con- 
struction of  tbe  law  aa  respected  payments  into  the  pub- 
lic Treasury,  for  tbe  purchase  of  lands.  It  had  been 
bis' opinion  for  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  past,  that  the 
law  ought  to  be  so  construed,  though  it  bad  remained 
but  as  a  dead  letter  on  the  statute  book.  He  remember- 
ed that  aome  years  ago  a  register  of  a  land  ofBce  in 
XiMNiri,  construing  the  act  as  he  and  the  Senator  from 
<Niia  Ad,  refused  to  receive  from  a  purchaser  a  Treas- 
nty  certificate  of  deposite,  and  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  applied 
to  by  tbe  individual  to  get  the  money  returned  to  iiim. 

He  bad,  however,  heard  it  said  since  his  arrival  here, 
(tho<^h  he  did  not  get  his  information  from  any  officer 
of  tbe  Government,)  that  as  soon  aa  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  was  turned  to  tbe  law,  he  bad  given  it  the 
same  cmisinietion  that  had  been  given  to  it  by  himself 
aod  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

While  up,  be  would  remark,  that  aa  to  tliis  large 
amount  of  surplus  on  hand  to  diatribute,  which  showed 
that  there  wu  so  great  a  mistake  on  tl>«  part  of  those 
lAo  said  that  there  would  be  none,  (though  tbey  said 
ao  with  tbe  necessary  qualification*,  that  the  appropria- 
tioBS  should  be  made  in  time  to  be  used,)  yet  when  they 
came  to  look  at  the  President's  mcasage,  tbey  found 
that  of  this  Urge  surplus^  fifteen  or  tixicen  millions  of 
it  waa  approprtaled  monev,  which  coulil  not  be  uaed, 
because  the  year  waa  hair  gone  before  the  appropria- 
lionawere  made.  This  (said  Ur.  B.)  we  represented 
ae  often  laataesaion  on  thia  floor,  that  if  walla  had  tongues, 
m  they  are  said  to  hare  eara,  tliey  would  again  and 
again  rererberate  tbe  warning.  But  (said  Mr.  B.)  the 
eonmitlccs  were  so  organized,  being  controlled  by 
gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  diDtribution,  and  con- 
aequenily  anxious  for  surpluses,  that  the  necessary  ap- 
propriatiooa  were  "stared  off,"  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
Mng  them. 

In  Uiia  way  they  might  have  aurpluaes  in  abundance  at 
crery  session,  and  the  whole  revenue  might,  by  keeping 
off  the  appropriations  till  too  late  to  be  used,  be  con* 
rerted  into  surplus.  II  waa  almost  incredible  (Mr.  B. 
aaidj  to  see  the  manner  in  which  business  was  procraa- 
tiaated  at  tlie  last  session.  These  few  leaves,  said  Mr. 
B.,  (turning  over  a  few  pages  of  the  acta,)  contain 
cvety  private  act  paaaed  by  Congress  at  the  last  seasion. 
Tlwy  were  Mr.  Whittlcaey'a  aeta-~Aels  eeot  up  by  the 
bidiutry  of  one  ringle  man  in  the  other  Houw.  Here, 
aaid  Hr.  B.,  (turning again  to  the  volume,)  are  the  re- 
mainder of  the  actat  and  when  yuu  come  to  look  at  them, 
you  will  find  that  the  appropriation  bills  were  **  stared 
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until  thelaat  moment.  He  repeated,  that  if  the 
appropriations  had  been  made  in  lime  to  be  used,  which 
would  have  been  done  had  it  not  been  for  the  eztraordi* 
nary  organization  of  the  committeea  of  that  body,  by 
which  they  were  controlled  by  (hose  gentlemen  in  favor 
of  surpluses,  the  case  would  |have  been  far  different 
from  what  it  was.  There  would  not  have  been  so  much 
surplus  to  talk  of,  and  there  would  have  been  no  occa- 
sion for  this  new  application  of  the  term  to  an  unex- 
pended  balance.  It  was  a  new  idea  to  prevent  the  ap- 
propriations from  being  passed;  and,  instead  of  letting 
the  money  remain  for  two  years  before  it  could  be  calt 
ed  a  surplus,  as  under  the  usage  of  the  former  law,  to  im- 
mediately seiie  upon  it  for  distribution. 

We  have  of^en  (aaid  Mr.  B.)  had  fifteen  or  sixteen 
nillioDS  of  Borplua  in  tbe  Bbdk  of  tbe  United]  States, 
and  not  one  word  was  aaid  about  it^  and  If  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  last  ses^on  had  been  made  in  time  to  be  used, 
(and  there  were  many,  too,  that  had  been  given  up  by 
their  supporters,)  there  would  be  no  more  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  now  than  had  frequently  been  in  the  Bank  of 
tbe  United  States^  without  cauaing  excitement  or  alarm. 

Mr.  B.  only  rose  to  say  that  be  concurred  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  in  bia  construction  of  the  law  as  to  Treaa* 
ury  eerlificatea  of  deposite,  and  to  state  what  he  had 
heard,  that  tbe  officers  of  the  Government  had  given  it 
the  aame  construction.  What  he  had  further  to  say  was, 
tliat  some  disposition  of  this  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  should  be  made,  which  would  permit  the  or- 
dinary business  of  the  Senate  to  go  on  without  interrup- 
tion, and  not  to  have  tbe  important  bills  attending  (he 
commcnoeatent  «r  tbe  seauon  blocked  out  by  a  protract- 
ed debate.  He  wished  that  the  reaolution  might  be  laid 
on  the  table  for  tbe  present,  to  give  bim  time  to  refer  to 
the  document!  necessary  to  be  used  in  reply  to  the  Sen- 
ator, and  that  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Senate  might 
go  on. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  expressed  his  assent  to  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  diseusritm,  but  hoped  it  would  not  extend 
beyond  the  residue  of  the  week.  He  knew  of  no  sub- 
ject more  important,  or  in  which  the  public  mind  seem- 
ed at  this  moment  to  take  a  deeper  interest.  The  con- 
dition of  the  country  in  reference  to  the  currency  was 
admitted  on  all  hands  to  be  greatly  deranged.  A  state 
of  things,  indeed,  existed  aihich  was  anomaloua  and  un- 
precedented) for  while  the  price  of  all  aorta  of  commod* 
itiea  was  unusually  high,  there  exlatcd  id  the  same  mo- 
ment a  scarcity  of  money.  Such  a  stale  of  the  pecuni- 
ary interests  of  the  country  called  for  investigation,  and 
demanded  tbe  prompt  attention  of  Congress.  He  con- 
cluded by  expreasing  a  hope  that  Monday  might  be  fixed 
upon  For  the  further  conaideration  of  the  resolution^ 

Mr.  EWING  had  no  objections  to  such  an  arrange- 
ment, though  lie  was  opposed  to  any  unneceaeary  delay. 
He  said  a  few  words  in  reply  to  some  of  the  remarki 
which  bad  follen  from  Mr.  GicirpT,  disclaiming  all 
agency  in  retarding  the  appropriations  for  the  Durpose 
of  creating  a  surplus,  Stc.  but  reserved  binielf  for  the 
fuller  discussion  of  the  subject. 

The  resolution  was  then  postponed  to  and  made  tbe 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday. 

STATEMENTS  OF  COMHEBCE  AND  NAVIGA- 
TION. 

The  joint  resolution  introduced  some  days  ago  by  Mr. 
BuTOH,  providing  for  the  earlier  preparation  of  the  an- 
nual report  on  commerce  and  navigation  was  read  a 

third  time,  and  passed. 

When  the  Senate  adjourned. 

THDB8DAT,  DsCKMBSB  15. 

Mr.  RIVES  presented  the  credentials  of  Ricnana  E. 
Pabkk*,  Senator  elect  from  Virginia|and 
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Mr.  BROWN  the  credentials  of  Bobmt  Stkissc, 
Senttor  elect  from  North  CuoHim. 

Henr*.  Sthahob  and  PixKita  sppcMcd,  were  quali- 
fied and  took  their  leiits. 

DUTY  ON  COAL. 

Hr.  WEBSTER  presented  two  petitions;  one  from 
John  HMketl,  and  a  gre»X  number  of  other  personst  and 
the  other  from  N.  D.  Snellioff  and  others  of  Boston, 
praying  for  a  reduction  of  the  duly  on  coal. 

Mr.  W.  said  these  petitions  were  very  numerously  and 
respectably  signed,  and  he  hoped  the  subject  would 
attract  the  serious  attention  of  Congress.  The  duty  on 
coal,  like  that  on  salt,  wheat,  and  wool,  though  not  a 
duty  on  manufactured  articles,  was  yet  either  originally 
laid^  or  is  now  continued,  for  purposes  of  protection.  In- 
deed, coal  was  one  of  the  aHictes  first  brought  forward, 
after  the  establikhment  of  this  Government,  as  requiring 
and  deserving  protection.  As  these  petitions,  Iherefore. 
might  be  thought  to  affect  a  part  of  the  general  system 
of  protection,  he  thought  it  proper  to  refer  them  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures.  Coal  was  a  necessary  of 
lifet  it  was  now  very  high,  the  price  being  nearly  twice 
as  great  now,  he  believed,  as  when  the  duty  was  laid. 
Be  was  of  opinion  that,  unless  this  duly  on  coal  was  to 
be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  general  system  of  protec- 
tion, it  ought  to  be  reduced,  or  perhaps  repealed  alto- 
gether. He  hoped  the  committee  would  examine  the 
subject  and  bring  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
at  an  early  day.  At  the  present  price  of  foel  in  the 
larger  cities,  a  reduction  in  the  price  of  coal  is  most  6c- 
sirable,  if  there  exist  against  it  no  inaurmountabte  ob- 
jection. 

The  memorials  were  referred,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Wsn- 
fTBB,  (6  the  Comnittee  on  Manubctutei. 

BURNING  OP  THE  POST  OFFICE. 

Hr.  ROBINSON  presented  the  following  resolution, 
and  moved  its  immediate  consideration: 

Baolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the 
deslrucUon  by  Bre  of  the  building  in  which  were  kept 
the  General  Post  Oflice.  the  city  post  office,  and  the 
patent  office. 

Mr.  CLAV  suggested  whether  It  would  not  be  expe- 
dient to  invest  the  committee  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  so  lar  as  there  might  be  my  papers 
remaining. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  said  the  idea  of  the  committee  was 
that  the  proposed  committee  of  inquiry  should  proceed 
in  the  duty  assigned  them  till  they  should  find  it  neces- 
sary to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  when  they  could 
readily  ask  and  obtiun  the  requisite  power. 

The  resolution  was  unanimoubly  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  so  much  of  the  Prcsi- 
dent'sannual  message  as  relates  to  financea  ww  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

After  disposing  of  various  petitions,  resolutions,  and 
bill^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  businesst  and,  when  the 
dowa  were  opened. 

Adjourned  till  Monday. 

HoaDi.T,  Oeciiibbb  19. 

■  The  CHAIR  presented  the  credentiab  of  Mr.  Bdcbab- 
AV,  elected  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  six  yean  from  the  4tb  o[  March  next. 

After  the  reception  and  disposal  of  various  petitions, 
Mr.  CALHOUN  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to-mor- 
row, ask*  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  continue  the  opera- 
tiona  of  the  deposite  act  of  the  last  'sesnon,  so  as  to  ope* 


rate  on  the  excess  of  revenue  that  may  be  received  this 
year. 

While  up,  Mr.  C.  said  be  would  put  a  question  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  [Mr.  WaioHx.] 
He  wished  to  be  informed  by  that  gentleman  whether 
his  motion  of  Thursday  to  refer  so  much  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  as  relates  to  finance  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, included  that  part  irf  the  message  which  relates 
to  the  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment^ 

Mr.  WRIGHT  replied  that  he  was  unable  to  answer 
the  question  precisely.  In  making  his  motion,  he  had 
intended  to  refer  all  parts  of  the  message  retat'mg  to 
finance  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He  bad  had  no 
consultation  with  his  collesgues  as  to  bow  far  they  con- 
sidered that  portion  of  the  meange  referred  to  by  tha 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  as  eoming  under  their 
consideration.  Whether  or  not  they  consiitered  it  aa 
more  properly  belonging  to  the  Committee  on  Mann- 
facturea  than  tn  the  Committee  on  Finance,  he  knew  not. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  said  that  be  would  then  more,  in 
order  to  remove  all  doubts  on  the  question,  that  that 
portion  of  the  message  to  which  be  had  alluded,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He  made  thcroo- 
tion,  because  of  its  probably  having  a  stronger  bearing 
on  the  action  of  this  body,  and  on  political  events  here- 
sfler,  than  any  otiier  question  which  might  bf  brought 
before  the  Bcna'e. 

Hr.  CLAY'S  LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  CLAY,  in  puraoanoe  of  tbe  notice  which  he  had 
given,  rose  to  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  land  bill.  He 
felt  ii  due  to  tbe  occasion  to  make  some  explstwtions. 

The  operation  of  the  bill  which  bad  heretofore  sev- 
eral times  passed  the  Senate,  and  once  the  House,  com- 
menced on  the  last  of  December.  1S33|  and  was  to  con- 
tinue five  years.    II  provided  for  a  distribution  of  the 
nett  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  during  that  period, 
upon  well-known  principles.    But  the  depoHte  set  of 
the  last  session  had  disposed  of  so  Urge  a  part  of  the  di- 
visible fund  under  the  land  bill,  that  be  did  not  think  it 
right,  in  the  present  stAte  of  the  Treasury,  to  give  the 
bill — which  he  was  about  to  apply  for -leave  to  intro- 
duce—that retrospeclive  chsracter.    He  had  according- 
ly, in  the  draught  which  he  was  going  to  submit,  msde 
the  last  day  of  the  present  month  its  commencement, 
and  the  last  day  of  the  year  l&4t  Its  termination.    If  it 
should  pass,  therefore,  in  this  shape,  the  period  of  itB 
duration  will  be  the  same  aa  that  prescribed  in  ihe  for- 
mer bills.    The  Senate  will  readily  comprehend  tbe 
motive  for  fixing  the  end  of  the  year  1841,  as  it  is  at  that 
lima  that  the  biennial  reductions  of  ten  per  cent,  upon 
the  existing  duties  cease,  according  to  the  act  of  the  2d 
March,  1833,  commonly  called  the  compromise  act,  and 
a  reduction  of  one  half  of  the  excess  beyond  twenty 
per  cent,  of  any  duly  then  remaining  is  to  take  cfTect. 
By  lhat  time,  a  fair  experiment  of  the  land  bill  will  have 
been  made,  and  Congress  can  then  determine  whether 
the  proceeds  of  Ibe  national  domain  shall  continue  to  be 
equitably  divided,  or  shall  be  applied  to  tbe  current  cx- 
pensea  of  the  Government. 

The  bill  in  his  hand  assigns  lo  the  new  Slate  of  Ar- 
kansas her  juht  proportion  of  tbe  fund,  and  grants  to  her 
500,000  acres  of  land  as  proposed  to  other  States.  A 
similar  assignment  and  grant  are  not  made  to  Michigan, 
because  her  admission  into  the  Union  is  not  yet  com- 
plete. But  when  that  event  occurs,  provisiim  b  made 
by  which  that  State  will  receive  its  fair  dividend. 

He  had  restored,  in  this  draught,  the  provision  con- 
tained in  Ihe  original  plan  for  the  distnbution  of  ttte 
public  lands,  which  he  had  pre8»nted  to  the  Senate,  by 
which  the  States,  in  the  application  of  the  fund,  are  re- 
stricted to  tbe  great  objects  of  education,  internal  im^ 
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provcmentt  and  coionixation.  Such  a  rcBtriction  would, 
be  bclicKdt  rcliere  the  Lef^ahtum  of  the  Mvenl 
Btatea  from  emtMmuing  eontroreniei  about  the  dnpo- 
iition  of  the  fund,  ind  vould  secure  (he  applieatioo  of 
what  wu  common  in  its  origin,  to  com<non  benefltt  in 
its  ultimate  dntinttion.  But  it  was  scarcely  necessary 
for  him  to  say  that  this  provision,  as  well  as  the  fate  of 
the  wliole  bill,  depended  upon  the  superior  wisdom  of 
tiie  Snnte  snd  of  the  Home. 

In  all  respects,  other  than  those  now  particutariymen* 
tioned,  the  bill  is  exactly  u  it  passed  this  body  at  tlie 
laat  sesnon. 

The  bill  waa  read  a  first  time,  and  passed  to  a  second 
readily. 

PATENT  OFFICE. 

Ma.  RUGGLES  fubnittcd  the  following  resolution, 
which  wu  eonsdered  and  agreed  to: 

Jbaohied,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  ex- 
amine and  report  the  extent  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
bnminB:  of  the  Patent  Oflicr,  and  to  consider  whether 
any  and  what  n^asures  ought  to  be  adopted  to  repair 
the  loss,  and  to  establish  such  evidences  of  property  in 
patented  inventions,  as  the  destruction  of  Uie  records 
and  drawings  may  have  rendered  necessary  for  its  se- 
CDTityt  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BBNTON,  the  committee  was  ap> 
pointed  by  the  Cbair,  and  consists  of  the  following:  gen- 
tlemen: Messn.  Rvseus,  Pbihtiss,  Straroi,  Pakss, 
and  BiTjinii. 

The  remaining  portions  of  the  President's  annual  mes- 
sage were  appropriately  referred  to  the  nriouis  standing 
committees. 

Several  bins  were  introduced  and  appropriately  re- 
fiirred*  as  also  t  number  of  resolutions  submitted  For  eon 
lidention. 

TREASUST  CIRCULAR. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolutions,  introduced  by  Mr.  Ewii[s,of  Ohio, 
in  the  following  words,  being  at  their  second  reading, 
as  follows; 

'*  Retohed  by  the  Senate  and  Rome  of  Repreamtativee, 
tie.  That  the  Treasury  order  of  the  11th  day  of  July, 
anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  designating  the  funds  which  should  be  receivable  in 
payment  for  public  lands,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
rescinded. 

■*  Retohedt  alto.  That  it  shall  not  be  Iswfut  for  the  Sec' 
retsry  of  the  Treasury  to  delegate  to  any  person,  or  to  any 
eorporatinn,  the  power  of  directing  what  funds  shall  be 
receivable  for  custom^  or  for  the  public  lands;  nor  shall 
be  make  any  discrimination  in  the  funds  ao  receivable, 
between  different  individuals,  or  between  tbe  different 
branches  of  the  public  revenue." 

Mr.  BENTON  said  it  was  unusual  to  oppose  joint 
retotntions  at  their  second  reading,  but  he  bad  given 
notice  of  his  intention  to  oppose  this  resolution,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  attempting  to  arrest  Us  course,  but  to 
excite  attention  and  discussion,  and  to  lay  the  foundation 
for  a  motion  which  he  intended  to  make,  namely,  to  send 
the  subject  to  a  committee,  and  to  make  it  (he  duty  of 
that  committee  to  inquire  into  the  operation  and  efTrcts 
f^ibe  Treasury  order  proposed  to  be  rescinded  and  into 
the  conduct  of  the  banks  which  affected  toberrlppled 
by  it.  This  motion,  and  the  scope  and  details  of  the  in. 
qoiry,  will  be  brought  forward  in  due  time. 

7*be  resolution  consists  of  two  clauses,  the  first  clear, 
the  second  ambiguooa.  The  recision  of  the  Treasury 
order,  excluding  paper  from  the  land  offices,  was  the 
object  of  the  first  clauset  but  the  second  was  without 
specification,  and  making  no  allusion  to  the  constitution- 
al eorrcnqr,  ami  impoung  no  obligation  oo  the  Secretary 


of  the  Treasury  to  use  or  employ  it,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  the  whole  revenues  of  the  Government  might  ba 
made  receivable  in  paper  money.  Funds  is  the  word 
Used  in  the  resolution,  a  word  which  had  no  place  in  our 
constitution,  nor  in  our  legislation,  previous  to  the  im- 
position of  the  paper  system  upon  us,  and  which  had  no 
definite  or  legal  meaning.  It  is  a  paper  system  phrase, 
and,  in  the  jargon  of  (hat  system,  is  understood  to  com- 
prehend all  sorts  of  paper  credits  and  securities,  and  all 
sorts  of  currenciei^  which  can  be  made  available  in  (he 
payment  of  debts,  or  in  the  support  of  credit.  It  is  a 
wretched  phrase  to  come  into  legislation,  and  ought  to 
be  iubstitiiled  by  something  of  clear  and  precise  import. 
Gold  and  silver  is  the  language  of  our  constitution,  and 
to  supersede  them  by  the  word  "  funds,"  is  to  banish 
them  from  our  financial  system,  and  to  open  the  Treat* 
ury  to  the  inundation  of  paper  money. 

In  the  observations  which  he  should  make  upon  these 
resolutions,  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  not  confine  himself 
merely  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Oh'ta,  [Mr. 
Ewiifo,]  hut  looking  further  back  snd  all  around,  and 
having  due  regard  to  what  had  preceded  this  motion,  and 
which  was  indissolubly  connected  with  it,  he  should  treat 
the  whole  subject  as  tt  appeared  before  him,  and  as  it 
had  been  exhibited  to  the  public.  He  had  especially  in 
bis  eye  a  certain  speech,  delivered  In  Kentucky  in  Sep- 
tember laat,  snd  a  certain  letter  written  in  Philadelphia, 
in  November  last.  Passages  from  each  of  these  would 
be  referred  to  at  proper  pTaces;  and  paying  due  attention 
to  these  givings  out,  and  to  all  the  signs  which  had  been 
visible  for  some  months  past  in  the  political  xodiac,  be 
could  see  distinctly  that  two  great  objects  were  proposed 
to  be  accomplished  by  tbe  instrumentalitjr  of  this  joint 
resolution:  first,  tbe  condemnation  of  Prewdent  Jackson 
ft>r  a  violation  of  tbe  laws  and  constitution,  and  tbe  de- 
struction of  the  prosperity  of  the  countryi  and,  secondly, 
the  overthrow  of  the  federal  constitutional  currency,  and 
the  imposition  of  the  paper  money  system  of  tbe  States 
upon  the  Government  and  people  of  the  Union. 

In  the  first  of  these  objects  the  pretent  movement  it 
twin  brother  to  the  famous  resolution  of  1833,  but  with- 
out its  boldness;  for  (hat  resolution  declared  its  object 
upon  its  face,  while  this  one  eschews  specification,  and 
insidiously  seeks  a  judgment  of  condemnation  by  infer* 
ence  and  argument.  In  the  second  of  these  objects  every 
body  will  recognise  the  great  design  of  the  second  branch 
of  the  same  famous  resolution  of  1833,  which,  in  the  res- 
toration of  the  deposites  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  clearly  went  to  the  establishment  of  the  paper 
system,  snd  its  supremacy  over  the  Federal  Government. 
The  present  movement,  therefore,  is  a  second  edition  of 
the  old  one,  hut  a  lame  and  impotent  affair  compared  to 
(hat.  Then,  we  had  a  magnificent  panici  now,  nothing 
but  a  miserable  starvrlinK!  For  though  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  announced, 
early  in  November,  that  the  meeting  of  Congress  was 
the  time  for  the  new  distren  to  become  intense,  yet  we 
are  two  weeks  deep  in  the  session,  and  no  distress  me- 
morial,  no  distress  (Teputation,  no  distress  committees,  to 
this  hour!  Nothing,  in  fact,  in  that  line,  but  the  distress 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewikoi]  so 
that  the  new  panic  of  1836  has  all  the  signs  of  being  a 
lean  and  slender  affair — a  mere  chnrch^mouse  concent'— 
a  sort  of  dwarfish,  impish  imitation  of  the  gigantic  spec* 
tre  which  stalked  through  the  land  In  1833.  ' 

That  every  thing  might  appear  in  its  proper  order,  and 
every  actor  in  this  drama  have  his  proper  place,  Mr.  B. 
would  now  introduce  passages  from  the  speech  and  let. 
ter  to  which  he  had  referred,  reserving  other  passages 
for  introduction  in  other  stages  of  the  proceedings.  And 
first,  from  the  speechi 

"  Mr.  Clay  proceeded  to  speak  of  tbe  constant  tanw 
pering  with  tbe  currency,  which  nnrked  tbe  conduct  of 
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thii  MlmiiMtnlioR.  One  rtih,  tawleai,  ind  crude  ex- 
pertinent  weceedi  another.  He  con^ered  the  Ute 
Treasury  nrdvr,  by  »hicli  all  paymenli  for  public  landi 
were  to  be  made  in  specie,  will)  one  exception,  for  a 
•liort  duration,  a  most  ill  advised,  ille^I,  ana  pernicious 
measure.  In  principle  it  was  wrong;  in  practice  it  will 
favor  the  very  speculation  which  it  professes  to  endeavor 
lo*suppresi.  The  officer  who  issued  it,  as  if  conscious 
of  ita  obnoxiouB  character,  rtiellen  himtelf  behind  the 
name  of  the  President. 

**  But  the  Presidont  and  Secretary  had  no  rig^ht  to 
promulgate  any  «uch  order.  The  law  admits  of  no  such 
discrimination,  if  the  resolution  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1816,  continued  in  operation,  (and  the  administration  on 
the  oceaaion  of  the  remnval  of  the  depoiites,  and  on  the 
present  occu'ion,  relies  upon  it  as  in  hill  force,)  it  gave 
the  Secretary  no  lucli  discretion  m  he  has  exercised. 
Hial  resolution  required  and  directed  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  might  deem 
necessary,  *  to  cause,  as  aoon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes, 
debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  payable 
to  the  United  States,  to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  le- 
gal currency  of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  by  law  pro. 
vided  and  declared,  or  in  notes  of  banlu  which  are  pay- 
able and  paid  on  demand,  in  said  l^t  currency  of  the 
United  State*.'  This  resolution  was  restrictive  and  pro- 
hibitory upon  the  3ecretar>'  only  as  to  the  notes  of  banks 
not  redeemable  in  apecie  on  demand.  Aa  to  all  such 
notea*  he  wat  forbidden  to  receive  thetn  from  and  after 
the  30th  of  February.  1817.  As  to  the  notes  of  banks 
which  were  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  specie,  the 
resolution  was  not  merely  permissivr,  it  was  compulsory 
and  mandatory.  He  was  bound,  and  ia  yet  bouna,  to  re- 
ceive them,  until  Congress  interfere." 

From  the  letter  of  Ifr.  Biddle  to  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams, 
Mr.  B.  read  as  follow*; 

"  Pktudilhia>  November  II,  1836. 

'*  Mv  DcAS  Sib:  I  proceed  to  the  aecond  subject  of 
our  otmTersation— the  present  state  of  the  currency— 
which  I  shall  treat  dispassionately,  as  an  abttiact  quea* 

tion  of  mere  finance. 

■*  Our  pecuniary  condition  seema  to  be  a  strange  an- 
omaly. When  Congress  adjourned,  it  left  the  country 
with  abundant  crops,  and  high  nrices  for  them— witn 
every  branch  of  industry  flourishing,  and  with  more 
apeetfl  than  we  ever  poaiessed  before— with  all  the  ele- 
ments of  univeraa)  pro^erily.  Not  one  of  these  has  un- 
dergone the  slightest  change)  yet,  after  a  few  months. 
Congress  will  reassemble,  and  find  the  whole  country 
■ufTering  intense  pecuniary  distreu.  The  occasion  of 
Ibia,  Mid  the  remedy  for  it,  may  well  occupy  our  thoughts. 

■*  In  my  Judgment,  the  main  cause  of  it  is  the  misman- 
agement of  the  revenue— mismanagement  in  two  re* 
apectst  the  mode  of  eMcuting  the  diatribution  law,  and 
the  order  requiring  specie  for  the  public  lands. 

*<  Such  a  measure  was  of  itself  sufficient  to  disorganize 
the  currency.  But  it  was  accompanied  by  another, 
which  armed  it  with  a  tenfold  power  of  mischief.  This 
was  the  Treasury  order  prohibiting  the  receipt  at  the 
tend  offices  of  any  thing  but  apeeiei  an  act  which  seems 
to  me  «  most  wanton  abuse  m  power,  if  not  a  flagrant 
usurpation. 

"  The  whole  pecuniary  system  of  this  country,  that  to 
which,  next  to  its  freedom,  it  owes  its  prosperity,  is  the 
system  of  credit.  Our  ancestors  came  here  with  no  mo- 
neyt  but  with  far  better  ibinga— with  courage  and  indus- 
try! and  the  want  of  capital  wuaupplied  hylheirnMlual 
eonfldence.  This  ia  the  batif  of  our  whole  commercial 
and  internal  industry.  The  Government  received  ita 
duties  on  credit,  and  told  its  lands  on  credit.  When  the 
■alee  of  bod  on  credit  bfoune  inconrcnieat,  fron  Utc 


complication  of  accounts,  the  lands  were  sold  for  what 
is  terntcd  cash.  But  ihia  was  only  another  form  of  cred> 
it)  for  the  ban|;s,  by  lending  to  those  who  purehased 
landv,  took  the  place  of  the  Government  as  creditors^ 
and  the  Government  received  their  notes  as  equivalent 
to  specie,  because  always  convertible  into  specie.  This 
was  the  usage]  this  may  be  regarded  as  the  law  of  iba 
country.  By  the  resolution  of  Congress,  pasaed  on  tlw 
SOth  of  April,  1816,  it  was  declared  that  *no  dulica, 
taxes,  debti,  or  suna  of  money  aecniin|r  or  beeonaing 
payable  to  the  United  Stales  as  aforeaaid,  ought  to  b« 
collected  or  received  otherwiae  than  in  the  legal  curren- 
cy of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury  note*,  or  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  nn  demand  in  the  aaid  legal 
currency  M  the  United  States.* 

*'Tbls  resolution  presents  rarioat  alternatirea  -the 
legal  currency  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  ihe  United  States  or  notes  of  apecie-paying  banks.  A 
citizen  had  a  right  to  choose  any  one  of  these  modes  of 
payment.  He  had  as  much  right  to  pay  for  land  with 
the  note  of  a  apecie-paying  bank,  aa  to  pay  it  for  dutica 
at  the  custom-house.  If  thia  be  denied,  certainty  any 
one  of  ihem  might  be  accepted  by  the  Treaauryt  but  to 
pritfcribe  all  but  one — to  refuse  every  thing  bat  the  moat 
difficult  thing — to  do  this  without  notice  ofue  approach- 
ing change  in  the  fundamental  system  of  our  dealings — 
ia  an  act  of  gratuitous  oppression. 

"  If  he  prohibits  the  receipt  of  any  thing  but  apecie,  to 
correct  land  apeculationa,  he  may  make  the  same  pro- 
hibition as  to  the  dutiea  on  hardware,  or  broadcloth,  or 
wines,  whenever  his  paternal  wisdom  shall  aeeus  buying 
too  many  ahovels.  or  too  many  coals,  or  too  muchcham- 
pagne)  and  thus  bring  the  entire  industry  of  thecountry 
under  his  control. 

"It  remains  to  speak  of  the  remedy  of  these  erils. 
They  follow  obviously  the  causes  of  Ihem.  The  eauaes 
are  the  injudicious  transfers  of  the  public  moneys  and  the 
Treasury  order  alKiut  spede. 

"Tlie  first  measure  of  relier,  therefore,  should  be  the 
instant  repeal  of  the  Treasury  order  requiring  apecie  for 
landsi  the  second,  the  adoption  of  a  proper  system  to 
execute  the  distribution  law. 

"Theae  measures  would  restore  confidence  in  twenty- 
four  houn,  and  repose  in  at  least  aa  many  days,  if  the 
Treasury  will  not  adopt  them  volunlarily,  Congrem 
should  immediately  command  it. " 

From  these  documents,  said  Ur.  B ,  and  from  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewms,]  Ihe 
charges  which  are  made  against  President  Jackson,  and 
on  which  this  resolution  is  supported,  and  for  which  the 
recision  of  the  Treasury  order  is  demsnded,  are,  firsts 
a  violation  of  Ihe  lawsi  secondly,  a  viotelion  of  Ihe  con- 
ttilulioni  thirdly,  a  destruction  of  the  proqwrily  of  the 
country.  Hr.  B.  would  Join  issue  upon  each  of  these 
charges^  and  take  each  by  itself,  and  all  in  their  turnt  and 
first  of  the  illegality.  This  charge  waa  bottomed  upon 
the  alleged  contravention  of  the  joint  resolution  of 
April,  1S16,  for  the  better  collection  of  the  public  reve- 
nue, and  although  partly  set  out  both  in  the  Kentucky 
speech,  and  in  the  Philadelphia  letter,  he  preferred  to 
read  it  entire,  as  the  first  part,  though  merely  directory, 
yet  was  directory  In  the  eaaential  particular  of  abowing 
who  was  to  be  the  actire  agent  in  carryiogthe  resoluikm 
into  elTect. 

Hie  joint  retolution  of.  1816. 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  be,  and  he  here- 
by ia,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
he  may  deem  necessary,  to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
all  dutiea,  taxes,  debts,  or  aums  of  money,  accruing 
or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  Slates,  to  be  collect- 
ed and  paid  io  the  legal  currcoey  oCjtbe  United  States  or 
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TrvHury  notea,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statet  M  by  law  provided  and  deolared,  ot  in  notei  of 
banka  vhich  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand,  in  tlie 
aaid  le^l  currency  of  the  United  Stalei;  and  tliaN  from 
and  after  the  30tb  day  of  Febrtury  next,  no  such  duiiea, 
t&u%  debla*  or  sums  of  money*  accruii^  or  becominff 
pliable  to  the  United  States  as  aforesaid,  ought  to  be 
collected  nr  received  oiherwise  than  in  the  leg«l  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  on  Treasury  notei,  or  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  ur  in  notes  of  banks 
wbidi  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  llie  said  legal 
currency  of  ttkc  United  States." 

This  is  the  lav,  continued  Mr.  B.,  and  nothinff  j;an  be 
plainer  than  the  right  of  selection  which  it  gives  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Pour  different  media  are 
aientioned  in  which  the  revenue  may  be  collected,  and 
the  Secretary  is  made  the  actor,  the  afrent,  and  the 
power,  by  which  the  collection  is  to  be  effected.  He  is 
to  do  it  in  one,  or  in  another.  He  may  choose  several, 
or  all,  or  two,  or  one.  All  are  in  the  disjunctive.  No 
two  are  joined  together,  but  all  are  dtujoined,  and  pre- 
eenied  to  him  individually  and  separately.  U  is  clearly 
the  r'^M  of  the  Secretary  to  order  the  colleeiions  to  be 
made  in  either  of  the  four  maUa  mentioned.  That  the 
resolution  ia  not  mandatory  in  favor  of  any  one  of  the 
four,  is  obvious  from  the  manner  in  which  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutea  are  mentioned.  They 
were  to  be  received  as  then  provided  for  by  lawt  for  the 
bank  charter  had  then  Juit  passedt  and  the  14tb  section 
had  provided  for  the  reception  of  the  notes  of  this  io- 
•tilaiion  until  Crnigreas,  by  law,  should  direct  otherwise. 
The  right  of  the  institution  to  deliver  its  notes  in  pay. 
Bent  of  the  revenue,  was  anterior  to  this  resolution,  and 
alwaya  held  under  that  14tb  section,  never  under  thia 
joint  resolution^  and  when  that  section  was  repealed  at 
the  last  session  of  this  Congress,  that  rieht  was  admitted 
to  be  gone,  and  has  never  been  claimed  since. 

The  wordsoflhe  law  are  clear;  the  practice  under  it  has 
been  uniform  and  uninterrupted  from  the  date  of  its  pas* 
sage  to  the  present  day.  For  twenty  years,  and  under 
three  Presidents,  all  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury  have 
acted  alike.  Bach  haa  nude  selections,  permitting  the 
notes  of  some  specie-paying  banks  to  be  received,  and 
forbidding  others.  Mr.  Crawford  did  it  in  numerous  in- 
atancest  and  fierce  and  universal  as  were  the  attacks  upon 
that  eminent  patriot,  during  the  presidential  canvass  of 
1834^  no  human  being  ever  thought  of  charging  him 
with  illegality  in  this  respect.  Mr.  Rush  twice  made 
aimilai  selections,  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams, and  no  one,  either  in  the  same  cabinet  with  him, 
or  out  of  the  cabinet  against  him,  ever  complained  of  it. 
For  twenty  years  the  practice  has  been  uniform;  and 
every  atizen  of  the  West  knows  that  that  practice  was 
the  general,  though  not  universal,  exclusion  of  the  West- 
ern specicpaying  bank  paper  from  the  Western  land 
offices.  This  every  man  in  the  West  knows,  and  knows 
that  that  general  exclusion  continued  down  to  the  day 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ceased  to  be  tite  de- 
poatlonr  of  the  public  moneys.  It  was  that  event  which 
opened  the  door  to  the  receivability  ofSla^ebank  paper, 
wtucb  has  since  been  enjoyed. 

Mr.  B.  then  approached  an  argument  which  he 
deemed  authoritive  in  tlita  casei  it  waathe  34th  article  of 
the  rules  and  regulations  oF  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates 
for  the  gsvernment  of  their  branches.  It  was  made 
Moce  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  and  re- 
lated to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  of  the  United 
Stalea.  It  made  aliort  work  with  the  notes  of  the  specie- 
paying  banka  of  the  States  excluding  the  notes  of  the 
whole  of  them  from  all  branches  of  the  revenue,  except 
of  such  banka  as  might  be  situated  in  Uie  aame  place 
where  the  branch  bank  was  situated.  The  notes  of 
tbcae  braitehca  alone  were  to  be  received  in  paytneoti  if 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  required  others  to  be  re- 
ceived, they  would  not  be  taken  in  payment,  but  merely 
noted  as  a  special  deposite  at  the  instance  of  the  Gov- 
ernment.   This  is  the  article: 

"Article  24.  The  offices  of  discount  and  deposite 
shall  receive  in  payment  of  the  revenue  of  the  United 
States  (he  notes  of  such  State  banks  as  redeemed  their 
engagements  with  specie,  and  provided  they  are  the 
notes  of  banks  located  in  the  ctty  or  place  where  the 
office  receiving  them  is  established.  And  also  the  notes 
of  such  other  banks,  as  a  special  deposite  on  behalf  of 
the  Government,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may 
require." 

Here  (aaid  Mr.  B.)  ia  selection— a  selection  by  which 
a  few  Slate  banks,  in  no  event cxe'eedingthose  in  twenty, 
five  places,  for  there  were  never  more  than  twenty-fire 
branches  would  have  their  notes  received,  while  the 
mssa  of  the  State  banks,  amounting  to  many  hundreds, 
were  entirely  cut  off.  The  legality  of  ihis  selection  and 
exclusion  has  never  been  questioned;  yet  there  sre  per- 
sons who  deny  to  President  Jackson  the  right  of  making 
the  same  selection!  and  who  must  stand  before  the  pub- 
lic as  denying  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  the 
power  over  the  execution  of  the  laws  which  they  con- 
cede to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  it  might  well  be  supposed  (hat  he  had 
now  sufficiently  repelled  this  charge  of  illegality.  H« 
certainly  deemed  the  charge  sufficiently  anaweredi  but 
he  had  other  argumenta  yet  to  use— argumenU  belong- 
ing to  that  authoritative  class  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
and  from  which  the  gentlemen  making  the  charge  can- 
not be  allowed  to  appeal.  It  would  be  recollected,  he 
said,  that,  about  a  dozen  years  ago,  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  had  been  raised  to  investigate 
certain  charges  against  the  then  SecreUry  of  the  Treas- 
ury, that  hunted-^uwn  and  persecuted  citizen,  William 
H.  Crawford.  These  charges  happened  to  involve  the 
point  now  in  discussion,  not  as  a  charge,  but  Incidentally 
and  historically;  and  among  the  members  of  that  com- 
mittee there  happened  to  be  a  gentleman  who  was  the 
author  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  who  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  [Mr.  Wxbsteb,]  and  who  has  signified 
an  intention  to  speak  in  this  debate.  That  committee 
made  a  report,  purporting  to  be  the  unanimous  opinion 
of  the  body;  and  from  that  report  an  extract  will  now  be 
read: 

**  At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  thia  resolution,  (Joint, 
of  1816.)  debts  accruing  to  the  United  Ststes,  whether 
on  account  of  the  sales  of  public  lands,  or  at  the  custom- 
house, or  from  any  other  source  of  revenue,  were  in 
fact  received  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  but  evident- 
ly in  disrefpu^  of  ihie  law,  in  the  notes  of  the  State 
banka  which  did  not  redeem  their  paper  by  cash  pay- 
ments. By  thia  resolution  it  was  t^viously  made  the 
duty-of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  correct  that 
departure  from  law  as  soon  as  practicable;  and  it  was, 
as  is  equally  obviuiis,  imperative  on  the  Department, 
after  the  20th  of  February,  1817,  to  allow  nothing  to  bo 
received  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United  States, 
but  the  legal  money  of  the  United  Slates,  Treasury 
notes,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates^  or  those 
of  State  tMnks,  the  notes  of  which  were  payable  and 
paid  on  dematid  in  specie.  The  Bank  or  the  United 
States  was  incorporated  in  April,  1816,  &c.  In  the 
early  part  of  the  year  1817,  It  Is  represented  by  the 
Secretary,  and  appears  to  be  true,  that  an  arrangement 
was  made  with  the  Bmk  of  the  Unifed  Slates,  by  which 
the  public  funds  were  to  be  depoaited  in  the  branches  of 
that  institmion  io  all  places  »hev  such  brandies  existed} 
and  where  there  were  no  such  branches,  that  bank  was 
to  designate  certain  State  baijks  for  which  It  would  be 
responsible,  and  in  which  such  public  moneys  would  be 
depoMted;  and  notes  of  all  banks  which  the  Bajik  of  the 
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United  8ttt«i  would  receWe  In  deponte  canh.  and 
none  other,  were  tn  be  received  on  Nie*  of  public  lands. 
It  it  further  represented  that,  in  the  eieeution  of  this 
eni^fifement,  difficultiea  and  controveraiea  aroie  between 
the  United  Slates  Bank  and  the  Stale  banVs  Ihtis  em- 
ployed in  receiving;  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneys; 
and  ere  \an^  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stttea  aipiified  to 
the  Department  of  the  Treasury  that  it  could  not  con- 
tinue auch  arranffementi  and  that  thenceforward  It  could 
receive  nothing  in  deposite,  as  cash,  but  the  lejptl  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  or  its  own  notes.  The  af^reement 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  terminated,  for  these 
reasons  <>n  the  30th  June,  1818.  About  this  period, 
also,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  issued  orders  pro- 
hibitinff  its  Western  brancliea  from  issuing  anv  of  their 
own  notes  for  ciretihtion,  even  in  exchange  for,  or  on 
deposite  of,  specie."  •  ♦  •  «<Tbat  in- 
stitution (the  Bank  of  the  United  States)  is  indeed  bound 
to  ffive  the  necessary  facilities  for  transferring  the  pub- 
lie  funds  from  place  to  place;  hut  this  can  only  mean 
cash  fundif  and  it  is  bound  also  to  receive  mnney  on  de- 
posite for  the  United  States;  but  it  fs  not  bound  to  re- 
ceive In  deposite,  at  cash,  the  bills  of  any  bank  what* 
ever  but  tta  own,  alihough  they  may  come  within  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1816." 

This,  Hr.  President,  continued  Mr.  B.,  was  in  1824. 
It  was  eight  years  after  the  joint  resolution  of  1816  had 
passed,  and  two  years  after  the  author  of  the  letter  to 
Mr.  Adams^  which  has  been  read,  came  to  the  presiden- 
cy of  that  Institution.  It  i^,  therefore,  the  rcpoK  of 
transactiom  to  which  he  was  privy  and  a  party.  The 
report  speaks  historically,  in  reciting  an  agreement  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  directors 
of  the  Bjnk  of  Ihe  United  States,  by  which,  among 
other  things,  the  selection  of  the  State  bank  notes  re- 
ceivable in  payment  oftlie  public  lands  was  to  be  left  to 
the  Bink  oftlie  Uniteil  States,  and  none  should  be  re- 
ceived except  such  as  that  bank  would  agree  to  credit 
aa  speciet  that  afterwards  the  bank  receded  from  that 
agreement,  and  refused  to  receive  any  State  bank  notes 
whatever,  taking  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  coin,  and 
its  own  notcst  and  finally  refused  to  issue  its  own  notes 
in  the  Weaf,  even  in  ezchmge  for  specie!  and  thus  left 
nothing  but  specie  to  be  received)  an<I  after  making 
these  recital*,  the  committee  conclude  with  the  expres- 
sion of  their  own  opinion  of  the  law,  that  (he  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  not  bound  to  receive  In  deposite,  as 
eash,  the  bills  of  any  State  bank  whatever,  although 
they  come  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1816. 

These  arc  tiie  recitals,  and  this  the  opinion  of  that 
committee,  and  certainly  they  are  correct,  both  in  the 
narration  and  in  the  judgment.  What,  then,  becomes  of 
this  chai^  of  illqrattty  in  the  Woodford  speech,  and 
this  letter  to  Hr.  Adams,  thus  confuted  and  invalidated 
by  the  conduct  of  the  bank  itself?  And  what  becomes 
of  the  pretended  injur)'  of  all  those  Western  banks  in 
hiving  their  notes  excluded  under  an  order  from  Presi- 
dent Jackson,  when  they  had  been  previously  excluded 
for  nearly  twenty  years  under  the  orders  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Bmk  of  the  United  States?  Why  no*  cam- 
plain  before'  Why  not  apply  to  Congress  to  rescind  the 
order  of  the  bank  president,  as  they  now  apply  for  the 
rescision  of  the  order  oF  the  President  of  the  Union  F  And 
the  politicisns  and  presses  which  have  lavished  denunci- 
ations upon  President  Jackson,  and  wept  salt  tears  over 
the  wrongs  of  these  banks,  and  the  oppressions  of  the 
people,  on  account  of  tbo  specie  order,  where  were 
those  tears  and  those  denunciations  when  the  president 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  gave  previously  the 
■ame  order  so  many  years  before,  and  enforced  it  up  to 
the  day  of  the  removal  of  the  deposites?  The  fiict  is, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  new  Slates  know  it,  that  lo- 
cal bank  paper,  with  few  and  stinted  exception^  was 


excluded  from  all  the  land  offices,  from  the  establishment 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  down  to  Oclober,  1833. 
During  that  long  interval,  scarcely  any  thing  was  re- 
ceived but  specie,  or  United  States  Bank  notes.  Local 
bank  paper  was  in  a  state  of  general  and  permanent  ex< 
elusion  almost  the  whole  time,  and  the  whole  country 
was  quiet  and  contented.  No  complaint^  no  charge  of 
illegality;  noery  of  oppreanon;  no  pretext  of  ruin  on  the 
part  of  the  banks;  no  Umentations  and  denunciations  on 
the  part  of  politicians.  But  the  insUnt  that  President 
Jjckson  has  done  what  the  president  of  the  bank  didt 
the  moment  he  has  restored  things  to  their  former  foot- 
ing, and  put  back  local  bank  paper  to  the  state  of  exclu- 
sion in  wnich  it  had  rested  under  the  adminiatraticm  of 
both  his  predeceasors,  that  instant  the  storm  of  rage  and 
grief  breaks  out.  A  new  impeachment  must  be  got  \tjt\ 
a  new  panic  must  be  excited;  the  Senate  chamber  ia 
again  to  become  the  laboratory  of  alarmi  and  a  new  cho- 
rus must  become  the  burden  of  the  song— that  the  specie 
order  made  the  diatress,  and  nothing  can  relieve  the  dis- 
tress  but  the  rescision  of  the  order,  or  the  reebarter  of 
the  bank! 

Surely  we  have  aeeamulated  proof  enough  upon  thia 
pointi  surely  there  Is  no  necesriiv  for  any  thing  to  refute 
this  charge,  and  to  establish  the  legality  of  this  Treuurjr 
order.  Uut  other  proof  is  at  hand,  and,  though  unneces* 
aary,  it  shall  be  used.  High  as  is  the  authority  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  1834,  and  close  as  it  is  to  the 
point,  there  is  yet  a  higher  authority,  and  still  closer  to 
the  point,  yet  to  be  addueedi  for  it  la  the  authority  of  the 
same  author  of  the  retohition,  and  that  before  the  ques- 
tion was  raised,  and  while  the  resolution  was  on  its  paa- 
saget  and  in  which  he  not  only  understood  them,  as 
shown  afterwards  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  but  in  which  hc'went  farther, 
and  expressed  his  fear  that  the  whole  good  effect  of  the 
resolution  might  be  lost,  if  the  Treacury  Department 
should  not  execute  it  precisely  as  that  Depailmeni,  un- 
der ^he  splendid  and  beneficent  administration  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson,  had  done! 

Extraeltfrom  Mr.  fVebster'a  speech  m  the  T)ouH  of  Rat- 
retentaihet,  Sprit  26,  1816,  on  ih*  rai^iUuM  qfftred  oy 
him  for  ihe  more  ^edutU  eolketien  of  ihe  revenue  in  the 
laujiU  manejf  of  toe  eountrjf. 

"  Hr.  W.  uid  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  once  more  to  the  subject  of  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  and  to  present  the  resolutiona 
which  he  had  submitted.  He  had  been  the  more  in- 
clined to  do  this,  from  an  apprehension  that  the  rejec- 
tion, yesterday,  of  the  bill  which  had  been  introduced, 
might  be  construed  into  an  abandonment,  on  the  pan  of 
the  House,  of  all  hope  of  remedying  the  existing  evU- 
He  had  had.  It  was  true,  some  objections  against  pro- 
ceeding by  way  of  bill,  because  the  case  was  not  one  in 
which  the  law  was  deficient,  but  one  in  which  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law  was  deficient.  *  *  The  situation  of 
the  country,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  in  regard  to  the  collection 
of  its  revenues,  is  most  deplorable.  With  a  perfectly 
sound  legal  currency,  the  na'ional  revenues  are  not  col- 
lected in  this  currency,  but  in  paper  of  various  sorts,  and 
various  degrees  of  value.  ■*  *  II  is  quite  dear  that  by 
the  statute  all  duties  and  faxes  are  required  to  be  paid  in 
the  legal  money  of  the  United  States,  or  in  Treasury 
notes,  agreeably  to  a  recent  provision,  it  is  just  as  clear 
that  the  law  has  been  disregarded,  and  that  the  notes  of 
Ihe  banks  of  a  hundred  dilTerent  descriptions,  and  almost 
as  many  different  values,  have  been  received,  and  are 
still  received,  where  the  statute  requires  legal  money  or 
Treasury  notes  to  be  paid.  *  *  There  are  tome  po- 
litical  evils  which  are  seen  as  soon  as  they  are  dang;er- 
ous,  and  which  alarm  at  once  as  well  the  people  as  the 
Govemment.   Wars  and  inva^pi^^  therefore,  are  not 
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■Iwmys  the  moat  certain  destroyera  of  national  proaperi- 
tf.    They  come  in  no  questionable  ghape.    They  an- 
novnee  their  own  approadtf  and  the  general  sarely  is 
preaerTed  by  the  general  alarm.    Not  so  with  the  evils 
of  a  debased  coin,  a  depreciated  paper  currency,  or  a 
depressed  and  falling  public  credit.    Not  so  with  the 
plausible  and  insidious  miBchiefs  of  a  paper  money  sys- 
tem.   These  insinuate  themselves  in  the  shape  of  facili- 
ties,  accommodation,  and  relief.    They  hold  out  the 
most  Alhcions  hope  of  an  easier  payment  of  debts,  and 
m  lighter  burden  of  taxation.   It  is  easy  for  a  portion  of 
the  people  to  imagine  that  Gorernment  may  properly 
eontraue  to  receive  depreciated  psper,  because  they 
have  received  it,  and  because  it  is  more  convenient  to 
(^twn  it  than  to  'obtain  other  paper  or  specie.    But  on 
these  subjects  it  is  that  Government  ouglit  to  exercise  its 
own  peculiar  wisdom  artd  caution.  It  is  supposed  to  pos* 
sea*,  on  subjects  of  this  nature,  somewhat  more  of  lore- 
^ght  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  individuals.  It  is  bound 
to  forsee  the  evil  before  every  man  feels  it,  and  to  tike 
all  necessary  measures  to  guard  against  i',  although  they 
may  be  measures  attended  with  some  difficulty,  ami  not 
without  some  temporary  inconvenience.   •   •   ♦   •  ♦ 
The  only  power  which  the  Government  possesses  of  re- 
■tnimns  the  issues  of  the  State  baflk^  ti  to  refuse  their 
notes  in  tt»  receipts  of  the  Treasury.   This  power  It 
can  exercise  now,  or  at  least  provide  now  for  exercising 
it  in  reasonable  lime,  because  the  currency  of  some  part 
of  the  country  is  yet  sound,  and  the  evil  Is  not  yet  uni- 
versal.   •   •    But  I  have  expressed  my  belief  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  and  I  now  repeat  the  opinion,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
return  of  peace,  to  have  returned  to  the  legal  and  proper 
mode  of  collecting  the  revenue.     *     *     *     It  can 
hardly  be  doubted  that  the  influence  of  the  Treasury 
could  have  effected  all  this.    If  not,  it  could  have  with* 
drawn  the  deposttes,  and  the  countenance  of  Gov- 
ernment, from  institutions  which,  against  all  rule  and 
alt  propriety,  were  holding  great  sums  in  Government 
stocks  and  making  enormous  profits  from  the  circu- 
lidion  op  Ihrir  own  dishonored  paper.     That  which 
wae  most  wanted  wav  the  designation  of  a  time  for  the 
corresponding  operation  of  banks  of  different  places. 
This  could  hire  been  made  by  the  head  of  the  Trea-- 
ury  better  than  by  any  body,  or  every  body  else. 
•   •   •    This  Government  has  a  right,  in  all  cases,  to 
protect  its  own  revenues,  and  to  guard  them  against  de- 
Meatton  or  bad  and  depreciated  paper.    It  is  bound,  also, 
toeolleetthetaxet  of  Uie  peopleonauniforms^stem.  *  * 
As  to  the  opinion  advanced  by  some,  that  the  object  of  the 
reaolution  cannot,  in  any  way,  be  answered — that  the 
revenues  cannot  be  collected  otherwise  than  they  now 
are,  in  the  paper  of  any  and  every  banking  association 
which  chooses  to  issue  paper,  it  cannot  for  a  moment  be 
attempted.    *  *   The  tlung,  therefore,  ta  to  he  done; 
at  any  rate  it  it  to  be  attempted.   That  it  will  be  ac- 
complished by  the  Treasury  Department,  without  the 
mtemreoce  of  Ccmgres^,  1  have  no  belief.    If  from  that 
source  no  reformation  came,  when  reformation  waseasy, 
it  is  not  now  to  be  expected.    Eiipecially  sRer  the  vote 
of  yesterday,  those  whose  interest  it  is  to  continue  the 
preaentstate  of  things  will  arm  themselves  with  the  au- 
thority of  Congress.    They  will  jtislify  themselves  by 
the  decision  of  this  House.    They  will  ny,  and  say 
truly,  that  this  Rouse,  having  taken  up  the  subject,  and 
diarassed  it,  has  not  thought  fit  so  much  as  to  declare 
that  it  is  expedient  even  to  relieve  the  country  or  its 
revenues  friim  a  paper  money  system.   *   ♦    But  while 
some  gentlemen  oppose  these  resoluiions,  because  they 
fix  a  time  too  near,  others  think  they  fix  a  day  loo  dis- 
tant.   In  ray  own  judgment,  it  is  not  so  material  what 
the  time  if*  la  It  is  to  fix  a  time.   The  great  object  is, 
tlttt  otir  Ic(al  earreney  a  to  be  prcierrcd,  and  that  we 


are  not  to  embark  on  the  ocean  of  paper  money.  *  * 
[  cannot  ssy,  indeed,  that  this  resotutmn  will  oertMnly 
produce  the  deaired  end.    It  may  Ail.    Its  soccess,  as 

is  obviotis,  must  essentially  depend  on  the  course  par< 
sued  by  the  Treasury  Department." 

Having  di&poaed  of  the  charge  of  illegality,  Hr.  B. 
look  up  that  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  Treasury 
order.  He  read  from  the  published  speech  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  [Hr.  Ewive,]  as  fuund  in  a  revised 
form  ill  the  National  Intelligencer,  the  specific  allega* 
tton  of  this  alleged  unconstitutionslity,  which  ran  thus: 
"There  is  a  provision  in  the  constitution  directly  in 
the  face  of  this  order.  Those  who  drew  up  the  order 
seemed  to  have  been  aware  of  it,  and  to  have  avoided 
employing  the  same  words  as  are  used  in  the  article  of 
the  constitution!  but  it  is  not,  therefore,  any  the  less 
in  violation  of  ita  provisions.  The  constitution  declare* 
that  the  eitizena  of  each  of  the  United  States  shall  en- 
joy all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  of 
the'  several  Stalest  even  the  States  themselves  cannot 
discriminate.  But  this  order  gives  tf  the  oitizciis  of 
one  State  a  privilege  which  the  citizens  of  no  other 
State  are  allowed  to  enjoy — that  of  paying  for  public 
land  in  the  ordinary  currency  of  the  country.  With 
some  this  argument  will  have  but  little  effect,  especially 
as  It  ia  directed  against  an  cxccuUtc  act)  but  it  it  not 
therefore  the  teas  sound." 

Mr.  B.  said  there  was  an  error  in  the  quotation  in  thia 
place,  and  not  only  in  the  quotation,  but  in  the  gentle- 
man's head  siso.  The  constitution  was  erroneously 
quoted  by  the  gentleman,  and  that  error  bad  pervaded 
his  argument)  and,  if  followed  outtoiU  legitimate  eon- 
ciuuons,  would  present  a  picture  of  the  rarest  abaurdi- 
tieaand  Impossibilities.  The  quotation  says,  "the  citi- 
zens of  each  Slate  of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  of  the  sev- 
eral States."  The  constitution  said,  "  all  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  The 
error  of  the  quotation  was  in  using  the  definite  article 
thet  and  the  preposition  of\  and  this  error  unhinged  the 
meaning  of  the  dause,  and  conducted  the  argument  oflT 
onatraelc  which  would  lead  into  boundless  confusion. 
Tlie  clause,  as  it  stands  in  the  constitution,  is  general 
and  indefinite,  clearly  meaning  that  the  States  Were  to 
treat  each  other's  citizens  as  members  of  the  same  gen- 
eral Government,  and  not  as  aliens.  The  quotation,  and 
the  argument  upon  it,  give  Individuality  and  particulari- 
ty to  this  general  righti  and,  byglviiv  to  the  citizens 
of  each  State  the  riffbtaof  die  citizens  of  all  the  other 
8tate^  abolishes  at  a  blow  all  State  lines,  and  makes 
one  consolidated  Government  of  the  whole  Union. 
Thus,  by  this  reading,  whatever  any  citizen  can  do  in 
his  own  State,  every  citizen  of  every  Stale  in  the  Union 
may  come  there  and  do  also — vote  with  hiihi  hold  offices 
with  himt  exercise  licensed  trades  and  profesuons  with 
him;  contend  with  him  for  the  honm  and  emoluments 
of  the  State,  without  owing  it  allegiance,  or  paying  it  a 
tax,  or  residing  within  its  limit*.  What  scenes  thi* 
would  give  rise  id!  What  crusading  vints,  or  visitation?, 
at  the  successive  elections]  Whole  Slates  wou'd  pre- 
cipitate themselves  in  masses  upon  their  neighbora! 
Some  zealous  partisans,  by  aid  of  ateam  cars,  and  race 
horses,  and  flying  chariots,  miitht  succeed  in  voting  in 
every  State  in  the  Union!  Suppose  the  gentleman  wss 
ri^r,  and  this  grand  secret  had  been  found  out  before 
the  late  presidential  election,  what  a  moving  flood  of 
living  heads  we  should  have  seen!  such  as  hu  never 
been  beheld  since  Xerxes  crossed  the  Hellespont,  or 
Peter  the  Hermit  led  his  ciuntless  host  to  the  Hoty 
LAnd!  But  it  will  not  do.  The  definite  article  Mr,  and 
the  preposition  of,  which  figure  in  the  gentleman's  quo- 
tation, and  rule  hia  argument,  are  not  in  the  cniwtitii- 
tion)  and  M  the  citiient  of  er<ry  SMte  are  now  to  enjoy 
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the  right*  «nJ  ininuniiiet  of  the  cilzeni  of  every  other 
State.  Little  Ilelaware  ii  not  (o  give  two  millioiu  of 
votes  «t  the  next  presidential  election!  Pumiing  bis 
•rror,  the  genttenun  uyt  the  Sutei  ihenselvea  cannot 
diKriminafe  between  the  righta  or  their  own  citizena 
■nd  those  of  other  SUtea.  But  we  all  know  that  tbey 
an,aadtbftt  theydodiaeriDunftte.  Every  election  provea 
itt  every  tenure  of  office  provea  itt  many  trade*  and 
profesaioni  prove  itt  the  requiring  or  dispenung  with 
bail  provea  iti  the  whole  distinction  between  foreign 
and  dotneatie  attachment  ia  founded  upon  this  ditcrimina- 
tion.  Truly,  the  gentleman  must  choose  between  his 
pride  and  his  palriottsm — between  bi>  apeecb  and  hia 
country;  for  his  error  must  be  faul  to  bii  ■rgumen^  or 
faUl  to  the  States. 

Another  branch  of  the  conatitution  asirigncd  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ewias]  is  the  temporary  dis- 
crimination between  paymenta  from  settlers  and  specu- 
lators.   He  inaiata  that  all  should  have  the  privilege  of 
-  paying  in  paper  money.    Now,  the  constitution  of  Ihe 
United  States  dpea  not  recognise  paper  for  moneyt  it 
does  not  recognise  the  existence  of  such  currencyi  it  is 
in  vain,  then*  to  talk  of  violationa  of  the  oonatitulion  on 
such  ■  point.    Again,  if  it  be  uneonstitutional  to  dis* 
criminate  between  revenue  payments,  then  Congress 
cannot  do  it;  and  yet  Congress  haa  done  it,  and  that  in 
relation  to  the  lands  themselves.    In  March,  1833,  an 
act  was  pissed  to  make  the  foreign  gold  coins  of  England, 
France,  Spain,  and  Portupil  receivable  in  payment  of 
the  public  lands.    Thk  was  a  diacrlmination,  and  an  ex> 
ceptioni  for  an  act  of  1619  had  ille|;alized  the  circulation 
of  foreign  eoina.    But  the  discrimination  wliich  excites 
greatest  complaint  is  that  between  (he  classes  of  the  pur- 
ehaaers— between  the  settlers  and  Ihe  speculators.  What 
clause  of  the  constitution  is  to  be  relied  upon  to  fsvor 
these  speculatora^   It  is  presumed  it  frill  be  as  hard  to 
find  their  names  as  the  nawte  of  paper  money  in  that  in- 
strument.  But,  in  one  reaped  at  least,  they  seem  to  be 
in  a  favorable  way;  they  are  gaining  now  friendly  ind 
finding  advocates  and  protcetorain  those  who  denounced 
and  stigmatized  them  six  months  ago!    They  are  now 
in  the  hug  of  those  whose  kicks  they  received  a  few 
short  months  ago.    But  there  is  a  distinction,  founded  in 
the  nature  of  thmga,  and  reeogniaedby  Iswa,  between  the 
settler  and  the  speculator.   One  is  a  meritorious  class, 
deserviiig  the  favor  of  all  Governments;  the  other  is  a 
pestilential  and  injurioua  class,  discountenanced  every 
where.    The  first  report  ever  made  under  the  Federal 
Oovernment  for  the  sale  of  our  public  lands  recognised 
this  distinction.  It  was  made  by  General  Hamilton,  Sec- 
retary ofihe  Treasury,  in  the  year  1790,  and  is  explicit- 
ly to  the  point.    Tliis  ia  an  extract  from  the  report: 

*■  That,  in  the  formation  of  a  plan  for  Ihe  disposition 
of  the  Taeant  lands  of  the  United  Stales,  there  appear  to 
be  two  leading  objects  of  conuderation:  one  the  facility 
of  advantageous  sales  according  to  tiie  probable  course 
of  purchssesi  the  uiher  the  accomTiodatton  of  individuals 
now  inhabiting  the  Western  country,  or  who  may  here- 
af\er  emigrate  Ihitlier.  The  fonner,  as  an  operation  of 
finance,  ctuma  primary atlentiont  the  latter  ia  important) 
as  it  relates  to  the  sstMfsetioo  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Western  country .  It  is  desirable,  and  does  not  appear 
tmpracticable,  to  conciliate  both.  Purchasers  miy  be 
contemplated  in  three  classes:  moneyed  individuals  and 
companies,  who  will  buy  to  sell  againj  ass'iciations  of 
persons,  who  intend  to  make  settlements  tbemselvesi 
single  persona  or  families,  now  resident  in  the  Wealrrn 
country,  or  who  may  emigrate  there  hereafter.  The 
two  first  will  be  frequently  blended,  and  will  alwaya 
want  considerable  tracts)  the  last  will  generally  purchase 
small  quantities.  Hence  a  plan  for  tliesale  of  the  West- 
ern lands,  while  it  DMy  have  a  due  regard  to  the  la»t, 
should  be  calculated  to  obtain  all  the  advantages  wh.cli 
may  be  derired  fVom  the  two  first  ctawet." 


Thus(s^d  Mr.  B.)  the  discriminatioa  between  settlers 
and  s|>eculators,  and  between  residents  and  noa>resi- 
dents,  is  as  old  as  tbe  first  plan  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
landst  and  with  these  distinctions  the  legislation  of  Con. 
gress  has  corresponded  from  that  day  down  (o  the  time 
when  propositions  were  made  for  dividing  the  proceeds 
of  the  lands.  Up  to  that  day  pre-emptions  were  grantea 
to  Mitlersi  rince  that  day  there  has  been  a  strenuous  op- 
position to  such  grants.  The  new  policy  is,  not  to  settle 
the  eoantry  with  meritorious  formers,  but  to  fill  the 
Treasury  with  paper  money  for  distribution.  Formerly 
aeltlera  were  favuredj  and  hence  the  settled  legislation 
of  the  country  for  above  forty  years.    Tbe  statute  book 
contains  nearly  fifly  laws  in  favor  of  preemptions.  Tbey 
begin  in  1793,  and  continue  down  to  about  1830.  Sis 
or  eight  of  these  laws  were  applicable  to  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  may  eaaily  be  found  under  the  head  of  "  pre- 
emptions," in  the  volume  of  laws  relating  to  the  public 
lands.    The  pre-emption  system,  thus  founded  in  a  dis. 
tinction  resting  on  tbe  nature  of  things  rec<^nised  in 
General  Hamilton's  report,  and  practised  upon  fur 
above  forty  years  by  Congrea%  makes  two  discrimina- 
tions—one as  to  clasaes  or  purchasers,  the  other  as  to 
price.    Tbe  pre^emptioner  wu  a  re^enti  he  paid  the 
minimum  price,  without  competition  at  auction  sale^ 
Now,  if  theae  distinctions  are  unconstitutional,  Congrns 
could  not  make  ihemt  if  they  were  oi^ust  or  unwise, 
forty  years'  legislation  would  not  have  recognised  tbem. 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  U.)  tlie  Treasury  circular,  in  making  Ibis 
discrimination,  only  conforms  to  General  Hamilton'a  re- 
port, to  forty  preara*  lepstation^  and  to  the  common  sense 
and  common  justice  of  all  mankind.    It  has  the  unction 
of  reason,  law,  lime,  and  preoedenti  and  the  only  reason 
why  it  ia  attacked,  ia  because  we  live  in  times  when 
nothing  that  Prendent  Jackson  can  do,  or  nut  do,  can 
escape  attack. 

Hr.  B.  having  now  fully  answered,  and,  as  he  believed, 
entirely  refuted,  the  legal  and  constitutions!  objection  to 
the  Treasury  order,  would  take  up  the  other  branch  of 
the  general  charge,  namely,  the  ruinous  and  pernicious 
effect  of  the  order  upon  the  banks,  business,  prosperity, 
confidence,  and  industry  of  Ihe  country.  The  news  of 
all  (his  approaching  caUmity  was  given  out  in  advance 
in  the  Kentucky  speech  and  the  Philadelphia  letter,  al- 
ready referred  toi  and  the  ficl  of  its  positive  advent  and 
actual  preaence  waa  vouched  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Evmo]  on  the  last  day  that  the  Senate  was  in  aes- 
sion.  I  do  not  permit  myself  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  bandy  con- 
tradictory asseverations  and  debatable  assertions  across 
this  floor.  1  choose  rather  to  make  an  issue,  and  to  teat 
assertion  by  the  application  of  evidence.  In  this  way  I 
will  proceed  at  present.  I  will  Uke  Ihe  letter  of  Ihe 
President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  being 
official  in  this  cise,  and  most  autboritalive  in  the  distress 
department  of  this  combined  movement  sgainst  Preai- 
dent  Jackson.  Me  announces,  in  November,  the  forth- 
coming of  the  national  calamity  in  December;  and  after 
charging  part  of  (his  ruin  and  mischier  on  the  mode  of 
executing  what  he  ostentatiously  styles  the  distribution 
law,  when  there  is  no  such  law  m  the  country,  he  goes 
on  to  charge  the  remainder,  b«ng  ten-fold  more  than  the 
former,  upon  the  Treasury  order,  which  excludes  paper 
money  from  the  land  offices.  Here  is  liis  picture  of  dis- 
tress: 

"The  commercial  community  were  thus  taken  by  sur- 
prise. I'he  interior  banks  muting  no  luan^  and  con> 
vtrting  their  Atlantic  funds  into  specie,  the  debtura  in 
the  interior  could  make  no  remittances  to  the.  merchants 
in  the  Atlantic  cities,  who  are  thus  thrown  for  support 
on  the  banks  of  those  cities  at  a  moment  when  they  are 
unable  lo  afford  relief,  on  account  of  the  very  abslrac- 
tion  of  their  specie  to  the  West.  The  creditor  States 
nut  oidy  receive  no  money,  but  their  moHcy  is  carried 
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•way  to  the  debtor  SUtes,  who,  in  turn,  ouinot  use  it. 
either  to  pay  old  engagements  or  to  contract  new.  By 
this  unratunl  procen  the  apedfl  of  New  York  and  the 
other  commercial  ciliea  is  piled  up  in  the  Western  Statest 
not  circulated^  not  used,  but  beld  as  a  defence  against 
tbe  Trfasiir>;  and  while  the  West  cannot  use  it,  the 
Kaat  b  suffering  for  the  want  of  it.  Tbe  result  is,  that 
(he  comnaercial  intercourse  between  the  Weit  and  the 
AtUntic  is  almost  wholly  suspended,  and  the  few  opera- 
licHu  which  are  made  are  burdened  with  tbe  moat  ex- 
(rmngant  expense.  In  November,  18341,  the  intereat  of 
money  has  risen  to  twepty'four  per  centt  mercbanta  are 
Mrug^liiig  to  preserve  their  credit  by  ruinous  aacrifices; 
wad  it  costs  five  or  six  times  aamuch  to  transmit  funds  from 
the  Weat  and  Southwest,  as  it  did  in  November,  1835, 
or  'S^  or  'o3.  Thus,  while  the  exchanges  with  all  the 
world  are  in  our  favor,  while  Europe  is  alarmed,  and  the 
Bank  of  Ei^land  itself  uneasy  at  the  quantity  of  specie 
we  possess,  we  are  snflTering,  because,  from  mere  mis- 
iiuin^;cment,  the  whole  ballast  of  the  currency  ia  sliirted 
from  one  aide  of  the  vessel  to  the  other."  *  *  * 
**  In  the  absence  of  good  reaiiona  for  these  roffasures, 
and  as  a  pretext  for  them,  it  ia  said  tliut  the  country  has 
overtraded,  tliat  the  banks  have  over-issued,  and  that  tlie 
purchasers  of  public  lands  have  been  very  txtravagant 
I  am  not  struck  by  the  truth  or  the  propriety  of  these 
compWintf.** 

**  Now  tbe  fact  in,  that,  at  thia  moment,  the  cxchangea 
are  ail  in  ftror  of  this  countr}^  (bat  is,  you  can  buy  a  bill 
of  exchange  on  a  foreign  country  cheaper  thsn  you  can 
send  specie  to  that  country.  Accordingly,  much  specie 
has  cuOM  in — none  goes  out;  ibis,  tot^  at  a  moment 
when  tbe  exchange  £r  tbe  laat  crop  ia  exhauated,  and 
that  of  the  new  crop  hu  not  yet  come  into  the  mtrkett 
sad  when  we  are  on  the  point  of  sendinf;  to  Eurcpe  the 
produce  of  the  coiiniry,  to  the  amount  of  elgliiy  or  one 
iundrett  millioos  of  dollara.  How,  then,  baa  the  coun- 
try overtraded'  Exchange  with  all  tbe  world  is  in  fd- 
vor  of  New  York."         »         •         •         *     .  • 

'■The  people  of  the  United  States,  through  their  rep< 
reaentativc%  recharterrd  that  institution.  Out  the  Exe- 
cutive, diaeontented  with  ita  independence,  rejected  the 
set  of  Corgres",  and  the  favorite  topic  of  declamation 
wa*,  that  the  States  would  make  banks,  and  that  these 
banks  cou?d  create  a  better  s^ystem  of  currency  and  ex- 
changes. The  States  accordingly  made  banket  and  then 
followed  idle  parades  about  the  Ivans  of  these  l»nks, 
and  ibeir  hrn  dealings  in  exchange.  And  what  is  the 
conacqnenoef  The  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  has  not 
ceased  to  exist  more  than  seven  months,  and  already 
tbe  whole  currency  and  exchanges  are  running  into  inex- 
tricable confusion,  and  the  industry  of  the  country  is 
burdfned-wiih  exiravaRant  chargea  on  all  tbe  commer- 
cial intercourse  of  the  Union.'*  •  * 

'*ln  the  mean  time,  all  forbearance  and  calmness 
abould  be  luintauMd.  There  is  great  reason  for  anx- 
iety—none  whatever  tor  alarmi  and  with  mutual  eonli- 
denee  and  courage,  the  country  may  yet  be  able  to  de- 
fend itsrif  against  tbe  Government.  In  that  struggle  my 
own  poor  efforts  shall  not  be  wanting.  1  go  for  the 
eounliy,  whoever  rules  it.  [  go  for  the  country,  best 
loved  K  ben  worst  governed — and  it  will  afford  mc  far 
snore  gratification  to  sarist  in  repairing  wrongly  thsn  to 
triumph  over  thoae  who  inflict  them." 

Here  («id  Mr.  B  )  is  a  woful  picture  of  distress, 
drawn  in  tlie  same  colors  in  which  ihe  same  p'ctures 
were  drawn  in  1833.  Dut  is  it  a  true  picture?  and,  if  it  is 
Iror,  what  has  caused  it^ .  To  these  questions  the  an< 
sweraare  plain:  first,  that  the  picluie  is  not  true,  ex- 
cept in  places  where  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 
iisalRliaied  banks  have  power  to  make  it  aoi  and,  sec- 
ondl),  that  wbalcrer  real  distress  is  felt  in  some  place*, 
is  occasioned  by  the  deposite  act  of  tlie  last  session,  and 
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the  conduct  of  the  banks  acting  with  politicians  and 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales.  The  general  pros- 
perity of  tbe  country  ia  greatt  but  there  are  places, 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  some  others,  where  the 
withdrawal  of  money  under  the  deposile  act  liaa  occa- 
sioned a  pressure,  and  where  the  policy  to  create  dis- 
tress, and  to  throw  it  upon  the  Treasury  order,  is  sec- 
onded by  the  ability  to  accomplish  what  is  desired. 
Th<s  is  about  the  true  state  (rf  the  questinnt  and  evidence 
will  be  at  hand  to  show  it.  Mr.  Q.  aaid  it  would  be  re- 
membered that,  when  this  resolution  was  called  up  a 
few  days  ago,  he  had  specified  his  intention  to  obtain 
frnm  the  Treasury  Department  the  comparative  returns 
of  many  banks,  both  in  the  new  Slates,  where  there 
were  public  lands,  and  in  llie  Atlantic  Slatef,  where 
there  were  none;  and,  by  looking  into  their  condi- 
tion before  tbe  Treaaury  order  was  issued,  and  ^Ince 
that  order  had  gone  into  full  operation,  be  would  be 
able  to  see  in  what  manner  the  banks  had  been  alTected 
by  it.  He  had  now  obtained  those  returns.  They,  of 
course,  were  limited  to  the  deposite  bankst  but  being 
scatteifd  over  every  Slate  in  the  West,  from  the  lakes 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  throughiut  the  Atlantic 
Statea  Trom  Maine  to  Georgix,  the  result  which  Ihey 
would  present  could  not  be  otherwise  than  a  fair  in- 
dex to  the  general  condilitm  of  the  wholecouotry.  lie 
had  looked  carefully  over  these  returns,  covering  as 
they  did  eight  large  folio  pages,  and  the  reault  indicated 
not  only  a  good  condition,  but  an  improved  conOitiont 
not  only  an  ability  to  aid  the  community,  but  aid  actually 
given.  Mr.  B.  then  went  over  the  returns,  one  by  (ine, 
taking  for  hia  poiiits  of  comparison  the  months  of  July 
and  Novembert  that  is  to  asy,  the  month  before  the 
order  went  into  operation,  and  tiie  latest  month  at  which 
tbe  banks  had  been  heard  from  vnee.  He  examined 
them  under  the  three  heads  of  1.  Loanst  3.  Specie  on 
hand;  and,  3.  Circulalibn;  and  the  general  results  were, 
that  the  loans  in  Nuvembcr  were  larger  than  tn  July;  tbe 
specie  greater  in  November  than  in  July;  the  circulation 
in  many  instances  not  diminished,  in  some  increased^  ani 
in  moat  instances  the  specie  on  lutnd  and  the  circulation 
brought  to  a  nearer  proportion  to  each  other;  insomuch 
that  banks  which  had  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  dollars  of 
paper  out  for  one  dollar  of  silver  in  their  vaults  in  July, 
were  now  brought  to  the  safer  proportion  of  three  or 
four  to  one  in  November.  Hiia  was  proof  that  the 
banks  were  not  crippled.  It  was  proof  that  they  weie 
not  denying  accommodations.  The  proof  was  complete, 
as  far  as  it  went,  and  it  went  all  over  the  Union,  that 
these  banks  were  not  injured  by  the  Treasury  order, 
but  were  benefited  by  Itj  it  was  proof  that  they  were 
not  only  able  and  willing  to  assist  tbe  community,  but 
actually  had  assisted  them. 

On  the  other  band,  there  might  be  banks  which  were 
not  assisting  the  community,  and  which  were  accom- 
pliahtng  a  pecuniary  and  political  object  at  the  same 
time,  by  shutting  their  doors  upon  borrowers,  and  throw-  * 
ing  them  into  the  hands  of  money  dealers  at  three  per 
cent,  discount  per  month.  This  was  said  to  be  the  case 
in  Philadelphia;  that  Phi|:<delphia  which  was  the  seat  of 
the  new  United  States  Bank,  with  her  capital  of  thirty- 
five  millioM^  which  one  short  year  ago  was  to  make 
money  so  plenty  in  that  State,  and  to  rwuce  interest  (o 
5  per  eetit.  per  annum.  Three  per  cent,  discount,  eqtMl 
to  4  per  cent,  interest,  is  now  tbe  rate  of  usury  which 
prevails  around  her!  And  she  can  make  it  6  or  13  per 
cent,  per  month  whenever  she  pleaaes.  Where  banka 
h»ve  monopolized  the  currency,  and  become  the  dis- 
pensers of  money,  they  can  make  iotereat,  f»r  usury, 
what  Ihey  please.  They  have  only  to  atop  discount^ 
end  throw  the  borrowers  into  the handsofusurers.  Pre- 
texts will  never  be  wanting.  Any  thing  that  bi^tpens, 
or  does  not  happen,  will  doi  the  removal  of  the  depos- 
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itct— the  iMuanee  of  the  Treasury  order— or  the  lut 
yetr'i  mow.  One  thin^  is  as  good  at  another;  for  the 
banki  Ihemwlves  are  the  sole  jud^s  of  their  own  rea- 
son!, decide  without  srgument,  and  witboul  appeal,  and 
act  upon  the  decision  without  mercy  and  without  re- 
morse. 

This  is  now  ^oing  on  in  some  of  the  principal  cities, 
where  the  deposite  act,  creating  a  real  pressure,  fives 
to  Uie  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  affiliated  intli- 
tuttons  the  power  to  do  great  mischief.  Of  this  power 
they  Cvail  themaelvesi  but  their  sphere  of  action  is  limit- 
ed, not  general.  Their  victims  are  individuals,  and  not 
the  Union.  They  destroy  individuals,  or,  at  moat,  inula- 
ted  communities.  At  the  most,  they  only  do  a  Goliad 
business — kill  their  prisoners;  that  is  to  say,  the  debtors; 
a  pen>full,  or  a  pail-full,  at  a  time.  The  debtor  part  of 
the  eommunity,  where  the  powers  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  its  atsociatea  predominate,  auffbr 
•everely  and  cruellyi  but  the  reirioter  parts  of  the  Union 
ara  safe.  The  Briserian  arms  of  the  monster  no.  longer 
reach  to  the  extremities  of  the  Union.  It  can  no  longer 
strike  down  exchanges,  sink  the  price  of  produce  and 
properly,  snd  demolish  merchants  and  traders  in  the 
towns  and  cities  of  the  South  and  West.  The  tragedy 
of  1833,  now  performing  on  the  local  theatrea  of  some 
of  the  Atlantic  cities,  e»nnot  be  again  extended  to  the 
country  towns  and  remote  States. 

Mr.  B.  remarked  upon  the  statements  in  Mr.  Blddle's 
letter;  he  chose  to  refer  to  that  letter  as  being  the  re- 
vealed source  of  this  proceeding  against  President  Jack- 
son, and  the  fbuntaln  from  which  all  the  argumenta  of 
the  opposition  are  drawn;  be  remarked  upon  the  state- 
ments in  it,  that  it  was  the  great  transfer  of  specie  to  the 
West  which  occasioned  distress  in  the  East;  that  much 
specie  had  gone  to  the  West,  and  that  none  had  been  ex- 
ported. Hr.  B.  said  he  had  prepared  himself  with  facta 
to  reply  to  these  two  assertions.  In  the  first  place,  a 
Trcaiury  return  which  he  held  in  bis  hand,  showed  that  no 
more  than  11,463,656  in  specie  had  been  received  at  alt 
the  land  offices  under  the  Treasury  order,  and  a  like  re- 
turn showed  that  9312,811  in  golil,  and  $4,123,004  in 
silver,  bad  been  exported  from  the  United  States  this 
year.  Here  then  was  an  export  of  specie  to  foreign 
countries  of  three  times  the  amount  of  that  which  went 
into  the  land  offices;  yet  the  public  are  to  be  told  by  the 

grendent  of  the  bank  bearing  the  name  of  the  United 
tates,  that  no  specie  had  been  cxportedl 
It  is  in  this  way  that  the  public  is  deceived,  and  that 
the  Treasury  order  is  made  the  pack-horse,  to  be  loaded 
with  every  thing  that  can  be  heaped  upon  it.  The  ex- 
port of  four  ana  a  half  millions  of  specie  to  foreign  coun- 
tries is  called  nothing — is  said  to  be  none— while  one  and 
a  half  millions,  gone  into  our  land  offices,  has  overact 
the  national  Aip,  and  deranged  the  business  of  a  conti- 
nent!  One  million  and  a  lulf  out  of  seventy-five  mil- 
lions hu  gone  into  the  land  offices.  Who  would  feel  it^ 
•  How  could  it  disturb  the  business  of  the  country^  And, 
especially,  how  could  one  million  and  a  half,  by  going 
into  (he  interior  of  our  countrj-,  do  alt  this  miwhic^ 
when  four  and  a  half  millions,  by  ecnng  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, is  not  felt  or  known'  But  there  was  anotlier  ope- 
ration In  apecie  of  wbieh  Mr.  B.  had  been  informed,  and 
which  he  should  bring  under  the  inquiries  of  a  commit- 
tee, if  he  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  be  allowed  one, 
and  which  be  mentioned  now,  not  as  evidence  to  con- 
vince the  Senate,  but  an  a  ground  for  demanding  a  com- 
mittee. His  information  was  this;  that  in  the  month  of 
September  Uat,  the  merchants  and  bankers  of  New  Or- 
leans  became  auddenly  surprised  at  the  mysterious 
scarcity  of  specie.  It  had  vanished  as  if  by  msgic.  A 
meeting  waa  held  to  know  what  had  become  of  i';  and 
it  waa  aaeeruined  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutra 
bad  ouUeeted  and  boxed  up  f 1,800,000  in  that  city,  and 


refused  a  dollar  of  it  to  her  creditors  there!  and  thkt  a 
bank  holding  9300,000  of  her  notes,  bad  to  send  them, 
and  did  send  them,  to  Philadelphia  to  be  cashed,  at 
great  expense,  and,  what  wu  more  material,  at  great 
loss  of  lime,  when  the  city  waa  otherwise  pressed  ft»r 
specie  by  the  double  cause  of  demanda  to  supply  the 
Western  land  purcbaaers,  and  failure  to  receive  ttte  ae- 
cuitomed  supplies  from  Uexieo,  on  aeeoont  of  the  Trx- 
ian  war.  Here,  then,  was  9600,000  mere  taken  out  of 
circulation  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  one 
month,  than  all  the  land  offices  received  in  four  montba; 
and  if  the  fact  a  aa  true,  aa  related  to  him,  the  evidence 
was  clesr  and  tnconteatable  that  this  bank  waa  itself 
making  the  scarcity  and  pressure  which  it  baa  been 
falsely  throwing  upon  the  Tressuiy  order,  and  upon 
President  Jackson.  Mr.  B.  asked  no  one  to  condemn 
the  bank  unheard  upon  this  stateraenti  but  be  also  asked 
that  no  one  would  refuse  to  have  it  inquired  into  by  a 
committee. 

The  real  cause  of  the  pecuniary  pressure  and  de- 
rangement of  the  exchangea  experienced  in  aome  of  ibe 
large  cities,  exclusive  of  that  created  by  some  of  the 
banks,  was  the  deposite  act  of  the  Uat  aeasion.  That  net 
causes  thirty  odd  millions  of  dollars,  about  fifteen  nilUoM 
ol  wliieh  ia  money  appropriated  to  uaeful  and  esaentiai 
objects,  to  be  suddenly  withdrawn  from  the  vortex  of 
business,  and  transferred  to  places  where  itmustatagnats 
for  some  time  before  it  can  come  ajjain  Into  active  em- 
ployment. Aware  of  this,  and  sensible  that  tbe  public 
eye  waa  fixed  upon  this  net  aa  tbe  real  source  of  a  bona- 
fide  distress,  the  attempt  is  made  to  turn  oflt  tbe  effect 
from  the  act  itself,  to  the  DWde  of  its  executioo.  It  is 
not  the  transfer  of  these  thirty  millions,  they  say,  whidi 
has  done  the  miscliief,  but  the  manner  of  making  the 
transfer!  This  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  a  repetition  of  the  oM 
song  about  the  removsl  of  the  depoaites.  It  was  not  the 
removal,  but  the  manner  of  the  removal,  whicb  bad  dona 
all  (he  mischief  in  1833.  And  when  prcsard  toezpWn 
what  was  this  mysticMl  manner  of  acting  which  was  so 
magically  calamitous,  tlie  solution  was  in  the  destruction 
of  confidence.  This  wu  the  solution  then;  it  is  the 
solution  now;  for  the  president  of  the  Bank  ol  the  Uni- 
ted States  expressly  declares  that  the  instant  recision  of 
the  Treasury  order  would  restore  confidence  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  relief  in  as  many  days.  This  was  the 
declaration  during  the  whole  panic  of  1833;  and  ita 
meaning  then  and  now  ia  the  samei  that  tbe  Bank  of  the 
United  States  and  Its  affiliated  institutions  wouM  cease 
scourging  the  country  the  instant  that  Congress  wouM 
grant  its  president  tbe  victory  and  triumph  which  he 
demanda  over  Prewdent  Jackson !  The  six  montba'  cry 
of  the  session  of  1833-*S4  wa^,  that  ihe  restoration  of 
the  depoaitea,  or  the  reeharler  of  the  bank,  wouM  re- 
lieve the  distress  in  twenty-four  hours,  snd  that  nothii^ 
else  ever  could  reFieve  it.  Now  it  happens  (bat  tbe  test 
of  time,  and  the  letter  of  tbe  president  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  has  shown  that  this  cry  of  ux  montbs* 
duration  was  entirely  erroneous;  for  tbe  distress  did 
ceas?,  and  unbounded  prosperity  has  enaurd;  while  tbe 
only  condition  on  which  this  was  to  take  plac«  has  never 
liappened)  the  depositee  are  not  reatoredt  the  bank  ia 
not  recharteredt  the  diatre>a  did  cease;  unexampled 
prosperity  has  ensued,  whith  is  atttmpied  to  be  inter- 
rupted again  by  thove  who  interrupted  it  then. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  deposite  act  was  tbe  offspring  of  the 
land  bill,  and  became  the  substitute  for  it.  That  bill 
had  passed  the  Senate  before  the  deposite  bill  was 
brought  in,  and,  so  far  as  the  Senate  was  concerned,  had 
made  a  previous  disposition  of  tite  same  money,  lliat 
bill  waa  carried  through  the  Senate  by  the  votes  of  those 
who  are  considered  aa  the  tutelary  deities  of  the  mer- 
chants and  bankers  on  thia  floor;  yet  tbe  dispositmn 
whicli  it  propoKd  to  make  of  what  was  calkd  the  pro- 
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ccedi  oT  the  Mlea  of  the  pubtie  Unds  tm  ruinous  to  the 
bulks  ftnd  the  merchants  of  the  great  AtUntic  cities. 
It  niMle  a  call  for  money,  and  a  distribution  of  money, 
which  must  have  driren  every  debtor  to  these  banks  to 
fbe  immediate  payment  of  every  shilling  which  he  owed 
in  sny  deponte  bank;  and  would  have  produced  a  prea< 
Hire  and  consternation  which  would  have  pervaded  the 
whole  moneyed  ^atern,  and  the  whole  buuness  com- 
nuinily  ot  thie  pbeet  where  tbey  were.  This  is  the  pro- 
rUoo  of  the  bill.  It  is  the  third  section,  in  the  form  in 
which  it  passed  the  Senate,  and  went  to  the  House  of 
RepreaenlatiTes. 

"Sec.  3.JndbeiifurAtr  maderf.  That  the  several 
Boms  of  money  received  in  the  Treasory  u  the  nelt  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  the  years 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-thre^  eighteen  hundred 
and  tbirty>four*  and  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-fivet 
Shalt  be  paid  and  dtstritrated  as  aforesaid,  atthe  Treasury 
of  the  United  Slates,  one  fourth  part  on  the  first  day  of 
July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty>Mx,  and  one  fourth 
part  at  the  end  of  each  ninety  days  thereafter,  until  the 
whole  is  paidi  and  those  which  shall  be  received  for  the 
years  einteen  hundred  and  Ibh^y-aix  and  eigbteeo  bun* 
dred  and  thiHy<seven  shall  also  be  piud  at  the  Treasury 
ball-yearly,  on  the  first  day  of  July  and  January,  in  each 
of  ihoee  years,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  the  respe<» 
tive  LegWaturea  of  the  said  States  ^11  authorize  and 
direct  to  receive  the  same." 

Now,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  let  any  banker  or  merchant  of  the 
great  conmereial  cities  count  up  the  "sums  which  would 
Save  been  payable  in  (he  rtiort  period  of  nine  months 
under  this  act.  They  would  have  been  these:  eighteen 
millions  and  three  quarters  of  a  million  of  dollars  on  the 
first  day  of  July  tasif  bii  millions  on  the  first  day  of  Oc- 
tbber  lastt  eighteen  millions  and  three  quarters  on  the 
first  day  of  Januarynextj  and  six  millions  on  the  first  day 
of  April  next(  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  foHy-nine 
sfld  one  half  millions  of  dollars;  fur  such  was  the  amount 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sates  of  the  public  lands  for  the 
years  mentioned  up  to  1836.  But  the  section  also  in- 
chided  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  for  1837,  which  were 
lo  be  divided  out  on  the  first  days  of  July,  1837,  and 
January,  1838.  Their  am'^unt  cannot  be  Itnown  so  as 
to  be  added.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
basis  of  hard  money  payments,  estimates  them  at  five 
millions  of  dollsrsi  but  if  these  resolutions  pass,  and  the 
notes  of  all  the  banks  la  the  Union  become  receivable 
for  public  lands,  the  whole  national  domain  may  be 
swept.  Every  acre  may  be  changed  into  paper,  and 
that  paper  i>e  added  lo  the  mass  of  the  unavaiUble  funds 
DOW  in  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  B.  deemed  it  right  lo  bring  these  iaeu  to  the  ree- 
olieetion  of  the  Senate,  and  lo  place  them  before  the 
eye*  of  those  who  looked  upon  the  authors  of  such 
measures  as  their  peculiar  protectors.  That  third  sec- 
tion of  the  land  bill  t^ould  bare  been  desobtion  to  the 
great  atics;  it  was  opposed  as  such  on  this  Boori  yet  it 
passed  this  Chamber,  but  hung  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
seniattvca  until  the  deposite  bill  was  pawed  here,  and 
scot  down  to  supersede  it.  Hiat  deposite  bill,  which 
proposes  only  thirty  odd  millions  for  abstrsction  from 
the  great  channels  of  commerce,  i»,  in  reality,  crippling 
banks  and  merchants,  and  distresring  the  great  cities. 
What,  then,  would  it  have  been  if  forty-nine  and  a  half 
millions  had  been  taken  from  them  in  the  short  space  of 
nine  months?  And  what  would  have  been  its  effect 
upvn  the  Treasury  of  the  UniUd  Slates?  Bankruptcy! 
For  it  is  now  seen  that  there  will  be  in  the  Treaaury  on 
tiM  first  of  January  nest  but  about  forty-one  millions  of 
ddlan^  mid  that  inclusive  of  fifteen  m-lUons  of  unexpend- 
ed balsnces,  applicable  to  objects  of  great  necessity,  and 
not  completed.  Let  these  taicta  and  these  views  be  kt  pt 
in  mind,  whenever  the  land  bill  and  the  deponte  act  are 
acatioaed. 


Hr.  B.  had  a  question  to  put  to  the  defenders  of  the 
banks  which  affected  to  be  crippled  and  half  killed,  and 
unable  to  lend  a  dollar,  on  account  of  this  Treasury 
order.  It  was  this:  How  comes  it  that  these  banks  never 
fell  a  wound,  or  uttered  a  complaint,  during  the  many 
years  in  which  their  paper  wss  excluded  from  both 
branches  of  the  revenue  of  the  Federal  Government,  by 
the  by-laws  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States?  Hr.  B. 
had  read,  for  another  purpose,  the  34th  article  of  the 
by-laws  of  this  corporation,  by  which  the  notes  ctf  alt  the 
local  banks  of  the  Union  were  excluded  from  receiva- 
bility  in  any  revenue  payment  whatever,  except  the 
notes  of  the  specie  paying  banks  in  the  same  city  or  place 
where  the  branch  bank  was  situated.  He  would  now 
read  the  S5ih  article  of  the  aame  bank  code,  which 
would  show  that  this  exception  in  favor  of  the  local 
banks  in  the  same  place  with  the  branch  wss.  of  no  ad- 
vantage to  them,  but  the  eontrarj',  as  it  merely  amount«l 
to  a  collection  of  their  notes  for  immediate  eonvertibiUty 
into  coin.    The  article  ia  in  these  words: 

**  Abticlx  xxt.  The  offices  of  discount  and  deposite 
shall,  at  least  once  every  week,  settle  with  the  Sute 
banka  for  their  notes  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue, 
or  for  the  engagements  of  individuals  lo  the  bank,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  balance  due  to  the  office. from  swelling 
to  an  inconvenient  amount." 

Here  (said  Ur.  B.)  is  the  condition  of  the  whole  catao 
logue  of  Ststa  banks  during  the  days  of  the  reign  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Sutes.  All  excluded  from  revenue 
paymentB,  both  land  sod  cualomi^  except  those  in  tb« 
twenty-five  places  where  branch  banks  were  situated, 
and  the  few  thus  excepted  called  upon  for  the  weekly 
redemption  of  their  notes.  This,  in  factj  was  an  exclu- 
sion of  their  paper,  and  a  receipt  of  their  specie  alone, 
and  worse  lo  them  than  a  total  exclusion!  for  the  nomi- 
nal reception  would  cease  then  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
channels  of  circulation,  brought  to  the  branch  to  meet 
the  revenue  payment*,  and  thence  sent  back  to  their 
own  counters  for  redemption  in  coin.  And  this  con- 
tinued to  he  the  case  down  to  the  day  of  the  removal  of 
the  depoaites.  Yet  these  banks  never  sfTecled  lo  be  un- 
able to  do  buuness  in  this  long  state  of  total  exclusion 
from  all  revenue  payments  by  the  power  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  only  when  one  half  of  the  same 
thing  is  done  by  President  Jackson  thst  they  pretend  to 
be  ruined.  Mr.  B.  ssid  it  was  time  for  the  public  to 
mark  the  conduct  of  bsnks,snd  to  discriminate  between 
those  which  maintained  their  course  as  moneyed  inatitu- 
lions,  and  those  which  were  nothing  but  shaving  shops 
and  political  engines.  Many  banks  had  so  acted  as  to 
prove  that  ihey  were  at  the  beck  and  nod  of  jpoliticisn«, 
snd  subservient  to  the  mischievous  designs  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  They  were  ready  to  close  their 
doors  upon  borrowers  at  the  approach  of  the  election^ 
and  to  st»m  Congress  with  petitions  in  favor  of  any 
movement  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates.  Who  can 
forget  their  petitions  at  the  veto  session,  and  at  the  panic 
session,  in  which  ihey  stooped  so  low  aa  to  pray  to  have 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  kept  \a  existence  to  rule 
over  them,  and  prevent  them  from  issuing  more  notes 
than  they  couM  pay'  Who  Can  forgtt  ther  refusal  to 
receive  the  public  depoaites,  when  that  refusal  waa  ne- 
cesBsry  to  help  out  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  lU 
attempts  to  embarrass  the  Government,  and  injure  the 
country*  These  things,  and  many  otiiers,  must  be  re- 
membered, snd  markedi  and  the  community  and  the 
Government  must  learn  to  discriminate  between  inatitu- 
liona  which  conduct  themselves  on  business  principle^ 
and  Ihose  which  sre  ut  the  service  of  politicians  when- 
ever a  polilicul  effect  is  to  be  produced,  and  at  tho 
service  of  a  revengeful  institution  whenever  it  suits  her 
policy  to  have  a  panic  in  the  country, 
Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  general  stale  of  the  country  to 
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prove  its  general  prospentyi  he  referrrd  to  the  high 
price*  paid  for  every  thing  lo  prove  that  money  wu  not 
acarcf,  except  to  those  whose  engagemnets  compelled 
tliem  to  repair  (o  the  banks;  he  referred  to  the  nta  of 
excban;;eB  in  the  Sotith  and  West  to  prove  (hat  the  ex- 
changes of  the  country  were  good  wherever  they  were 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  Rink  of  the  United  Stalest  and 
he  btkled  the  contents  of  letters  in  bis  t>oiseBsion  from 
presidents  and  cashiers  of  banks  in  Ohio,  Mississippi, 
and  Louisiana,  to  sliow  that  there  was  but  one  objection 
to  the  Treasui?  order,  and  that  was,  that  it  had  not 
been  isaued  early  enough! 

Having  vindicated  the  Treasury  order  ff  om  the  charges 
ofillegamy  and  unconstttuUonalily,  and  shown  that  it  had 
nut  been  ruinous  to  the  cjuntry,  Mr.  B.  sai'l  he  would 
proceed  to  show  the  reasons  for  which  it  had  issued,  and 
(he  benefits  wtiich  had  resulted  from  it.  President  Jack- 
son, it  was  known,  in  the  nerc'ue  of  his  high  constitu- 
tional duty  to  see  the  laws  of  the  country  faithfully  exe- 
cuted, had  directed  the  issuing  of  this  order.  He  stood 
before  the  countrj-  as  its  responsible  author.  At  such  he 
had  been  denounced.  As  such  be  was  charged  with  vio- 
laiing  the  laws  and  constitution,  and  destroying  the  pros- 
perity of  (he  country.  As  such  he  is  calumniated  in  the 
Philadelphia  te((er,  which  calls  (his  order  *■  the  revenge 
of  the  President  upon  Congress  for  passing  the  diatribu* 
(ion  bill."  As  such,  another  condemnation,  for  the  grati- 
fication of  discomfited  potitictana  and  a  dethroned  nation- 
al  bank  president — another  victory  in  the  Senate  cham. 
her  for  those  who  have  been  defeated  at  the  polls — is 
now  Bought  sgainst  him  in  this  attemp(  to  rescind  (hat 
order.  Under  such  eircuinstancea,  it  Is  not  only  right 
that  he  should  find  defimders.  but  that  be  should  be  heard 
also  in  his  own  defence.  Mr.  B.  would  therefore  refer 
io  the  annual  message  delivered  at  the  opening  of  this 
session  of  Congress,  and  point  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ale  and  the  country  to  the  whole  of  (hat  profoundly  wise, 
transcendency  patriotic,  and  paternally  t>en«ficent,  part 
uflhe  message  which  rehitea  to  the  general  currency  and 
(o  (he  national  domain. 

ExtraeU/mm  the  Praident't  Muaage. 

"I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  another  subject 
intimately  associated  with  the  preceding  one — the  cur- 
rency of  the  country. 

•*  It  is  apparent,  from  the  whole  context  of  (he  consti- 
tution as  well  ss  the  history  of  (he  times  which  gave  birth 
(0  it,  that  it  WAS  the  purpose  of  the  convention  to  estab- 
lish a  currency  consisting  of  the  precious  metals.  These, 
from  their  peculiar  properties,  which  rendered  them  the 
standard  of  value  in  all  other  countries,  were  adopted  in 
this,  as  well  to  establish  its  commercial  stsnd^ird,  in  ref- 
erence to  foreign  countries,  by  a  permanent  rule,  aB(o 
exclude  (he  use  of  a  mutable  medium  of  exchange,  such 
M  of  eer(aiD  agricultural  commodities,  reei^ised  by  the 
atatutei  of  some  Stttet  as  a  tender  fat  debU,  or  the  still 
more  pernicious  expedient  of  a  paper  currency.  The 
last,  from  the  experience  of  the  evils  of  the  issues  of  pa- 
per durine  (he  Revoludon,  had  become  so  juady  obnoxious 
as  not  only  to  suggest  the  clause  in  the  constitution  for- 
bidding the  emission  of  bills  of  credit  by  the  States,  but 
bIso  to  produce  that  vote  in  (he  convention  which  nega- 
tived the  propoaition  to  grant  power  to  Congress  lo  char- 
ter corporatiunst  a  proposition  well  understood  at  the 
time  aa  intended  to  authorize  (he  cstablisbnent  of  a  na- 
tional bank,  which  was  to  issue  a  currency  of  bank  notes, 
on  a  capital  to  be  created  to  some  extent  out  of  Govern- 
-nteDt  stocks.  Although  this  proposition  was  refused  by 
a  direct  vote  of  the  convention,  the  object  was  afterwanU 
In  effect  obtained  by  its  ingeniout  advocate^  through  a 
■tnuned  construction  of  the  constitution.  I'he  debts  of 
(he  Revolution  were  funded,  at  prices  which  formed  no 
'equivalent  compared  with  the  nominal  amount  of  the 
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slock,  and  under  circamstancei  which  exposed  (be  mo- 
tives of  some  of  those  who  participated  in  Uie  pamge  of 
the  act  to  distrust. 

•*The  facts  that  the  value  of  the  stock  was  greatly  en- 
hanced by  the  creation  of  the  bank)  (hat  it  was  well  un- 
derstood that  such  would  be  the  case,  and  that  some  of 
the  advocates  of  the  measure  were  largely  benefited  by 
it,  belonr  to  the  history  of  the  times,  and  are  well  calcu* 
a(ed  to  diminish  the  respect  which  might  otherwise  have 
been  due  to  the  action  of  the  Congress  which  created  the 
institution. 

On  (be  c-atablishment  of  a  national  bank,  it  became 

the  interest  of  the  creditors  that  gold  should  be  superse- 
ded by  the  paper  of  the  bank  as  a  general  currency.  A 
value  was  soon  attached  to  the  gold  coins,  which  made 
(heir  exportation  to  foreiRit  countries,  as  a  mercantile 
commodity,  inore  profitable  than  (heir  retention  and  use 
at  home  as  money.  It  followed  as  a  matter  of  eourse,  if 
not  designed  b^  those  who  established  the  bank,  that  the 
bank  became,  in  efTec*,  a  substitute  for  tite  mint  of  the 
United  States. 

<'  Such  was  the  orgin  of  a  national  bank  currency, 
and  such  the  beginning  of  (how  difficulties  which  now 
appear  in  the  excessive  isauea  of  the  banks  incorporated 
by  the  various  States.** 

*'  llie  effects  of  an  extension  of  bank  credits  and 
over-Issues  of  bank  paper  have  bren  strikingly  illustra- 
ted in  the  tales  of  the  public  lands.  Front  the  returns 
made  by  the  various  registers  and  receivers  in  the  early 
part  of  last  summer,  it  was  perceived  that  the  receipts 
arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  hinds  were  in- 
creasing (o  an  unprecedented  amount.  In  effect,  how- 
ever, these  receipts  amounted  to  nothing  more  than 
credits  in  bank).  The  banks  lent  out  (heir  notes  to 
spccula1ors(  they  were  pai  1  to  (he  receivers,  and  immedi- 
ately returned  to  ihe  banks,  to  be  lent  out  sgain  and 
again,  being  mere  instruments  lo  transfer  to  speculators 
the  most  valuable  public  land,  and  pay  the  Government 
by  a  credit  on  the  books  of  the  banu.  Those  credits 
on  (he  books  of  some  of  the  Western  banks,  usually 
called  deposites,  were  already  greatly  beyond  their  Im- 
mediate means  of  payment,  and  were  rapidly  increasing. 
Indeed,  each  speculation  furnished  means  for  anotheri 
for  no  sooner  had  one  individual  or  company  paid  in  their 
notes,  than  they  were  immediately  lent  to  another  for  a 
like  purpose,  and  the  banks  were  extending  their  busi- 
ness and  their  iaiueii  to  largely  as  to  alarm  considerate 
men,  and  render  it  doubtful  whether  bank  credits,  if 
permitted  to  accumulate,  would  ultimately  be  of  the 
least  vnlne  to  the  Government.  The  spirit  of  expansion 
and  speculation  was  not  confined  to  the  deposite  banks^ 
but  pervaded  (lie  whole  multitude  of  banka  throughout 
the  Union,  and  was  giving  rite  to  new  institutions  to  ag- 
gravate the  evil. 

*'  The  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and  the  inleresta  of 
the  people,  generally,  required  that  these  operations 
should  be  checked,  and  it  became  the  duty  of  every 
branch  of  the  General  and  State  Government  to  adopt  all 
legitimate  and  proper  means  to  procure  that  salutary 
effect.  Under  this  view  of  my  duty,  I  directed  the 
issuing  of  the  order  which  will  be  kid  before  you  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  requiring  payment  for  the 
public  lands  sold  to  be  made  in  specie,  with  an  excep- 
tion until  the  Rfleenth  of  the  present  month  in  favor  of 
actual  settlers.  This  measure  has  produced  many  salu- 
tary consequences.  It  checked  the  career  of  the  Weat- 
ern  banks,  and  gave  them  additional  strength  in  antici- 
pation of  the  pressure  which  haa  since  pervaded  our 
Eastern  aa  well  as  the  European  commercial  cities.  By 
'  preventing  the  extension  of  the  credit  system,  it  meai- 
urably  cut  off  the  meanaof  speculation,  and  retarded 
its  progress  in  monopolizing  tlie  most  valuable  of  the 
public  lands.   It  hat  tended  to-vve  the  new  St>t« 
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from  a  non-rendent  proprietonhip,  one  of  the  gretlett 
obsUu:les  to  the  admicement  of  a  new  country,  and  the 
prMperitjr  of  an  old  one.  It  has  tended  to  keep  open 
the  public  lands  for  entry  by  emigrants^  at  Government 
priceai  instead  of  their  beinK  eorapetled  to  purchase  of 
ipecutetoia  at  double  or  triple  pricea,  and  it  is  convey- 
ing into  the  interior  large  sums  %g  nhrer  ud  gold,  there 
to  enter  permanently  into  the  currency  of  the  country, 
and  place  it  on  a  firmer  foundation.  It  is  con6dently 
believed  that  the  country  will  find  in  the  motirsa  which 
induced  that  order,  and  the  happy  comequeneea  which 
will  bare  ensued,  much  lo  eoaiiMnd  and  nothing  to 
condemu.'* 

Mr.  B.  said  it  would  be  observed  by  the  Senate  that 
ihe  reasons  for  issuing  tbe  Treasurv  order  are  introduced 
by  the  Frcaident  under  the  head  of  •'currency,"  and 
not  under  tbe  bead  of  ''public  lands)"  and  that,  in  his 
whole  maqner  of  treating  it,  the  currency  is  tbe  objecl, 
and  the  lands  the  incident.  The  regulation  of  tbe  cur- 
rency h  tbe  great  objecti  and  as  the  lands,  and  not  the 
cuhtom-houae,  was  Ihe  exciting  cause  of  the  swollen, 
bloated,  and  diseased  slate  of  the  currency,  the  remedy 
waa  directed  to  the  hinds,  and  not  lo  the  customs.  All 
Ihia  b  viable  in  tlie  passages  read.  It  is  also  visible  in 
the  or'unnal  Treasury  order  itself,  where  the  discourage- 
ment of  the  minons  extension  of  bank  issues,  the  pre- 
•ervation  of  tbe  soundness  of  the  currency,  and  the  safety 
of  (be  Federal  revenue,  are  distinctly  and  prominently 
set  forlh  among  the  high  inducements  to  its  issue.  Very 
rightly,  then,  did  the  Senator  from  Hassadkusetta  [Mr. 
VinsTaa]  expreia  himaelf  on  Thursday  last,  in  tbe  few 
remarks  which  be  tlien  made;  very  rightly  did  he  de- 
clare tbia  to  be  a  currency  question,  and  not  a  Und  ques- 
tion! a  financial  measure  of  the  greatest  moment  and  ex- 
tent, afftcting  every  interest  and  the  whole  Union!  and 
rightly  did  be  claim  fur  it  that  high  conaideration  which 
is  due  lo  a  measure,  not  of  sectional,  but  of  national  con- 
cern. Tbe  gentleman  is  right.  The  Treaaur>'  order  is 
a  ivgubUion  of  the  national  currency,  iasued  under  tbe 
conatitutiMial  obligation  of  tbe  President  lo  preserve  and 
protect  the  currency  of  Ihe  Federal  Government,  and 
exerciaed  according  to  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the 
author  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  and  according  to 
the  manner,  though  not  to  the  same  degree,  that  the 
legalition  of  tbe  currency  was  effected  by  the  Bank  of 
tbe  United  States  durii^  the  whole  period  of  iu  ezist- 
CDoe.  Tbe  constitution  recognisea  nothing  for  money 
but  gold  and  silver,  llie  President  is  the  sworn  pro- 
tector, defender,  and  preserver  of  that  cunstiiulion.  To 
permit  any  part  of  its  guarantees  to  be  subverted  and  de- 
stroyed, is  a  dereliction  of  duly,  or  a  defect  of  vigilance 
in  bim.  The  joint  reaolutionof  1816doeanot  grant,  but 
recogniiea  and  enforces,  hia  constitutional  duties  and 
powers  over  tbe  prcacrratioo  of  the  constitutional  cur> 
renc7.  The  authored' that  resolution,  in  the  speech  from 
vhtch  1  have  read  extracts— a  speech  abounding  with 
jost  sentiments— recognises  all  Ibis  authority,  and  pro. 
claims  all  this  duly  of  the  President  as  attributes  of  the 
Executive  Governnenl,  existing  anteriorly  to  bis  reaolu- 
tion;  a  measure  only  rendered  necessary  because  these 
powers  and  dutiea  had  been  neglected.  Listen  to  bim: 
'■There  are  some  political  evils  which  are  aeen  as  soon 
aa  Ihvy  are  dangcroos,  and  which  alarm  at  once  aa  well 
the  people  as  Ihe  Government.  Wars  and  invasiona, 
therefore,  are  not  always  the  most  certain  destroyers  of 
national  prosperity.  Tbey  come  in  no  questioTttble 
•bape.  Tbey  announce  llieir  own  approach,  and  the 
general  safety  ia  preserved  by  tbe  general  alarm.  Not 
wa  whb  the  evib  of  a  debased  emn,  a  depreciated  paper 
eoirency,  end  a  deprcsted  and  blling  public  credit.  Not 
ao  with  ibe  plaunhle  and  in^ious  mischiefs  of  a  paper 
money  aystem.  These  inunuale  themselves  in  the  shape 
of  AoHitiea,  eccootmodation,  and  relief.   They  hold  out 


the  moat  bllaeious  hope  of  an  easier  payment  of  debts 
and  a  lighter  burden  of  taxation.  It  is  easy  far  a  portion 
of  tbe  people  to  imagine  that  Government  may  properly 
continue  to  receive  depreciated  paper  because  they  have 
received  it,  and  because  it  is  more  convenient  to  obtain 
than  other  paper  or  specie.  But  on  these  sub- 
jects it  is  that  Government  ought  to  exercise  its  own 
peculiar  wisdom  and  caution.  It  la  supposed  to  possess, 
on  subjects  of  this  nature,  somewhat  mure  of  foresight 
than  hss  fallen  to  the  lot  of  individuals.  It  is  bound  to 
foresee  tbe  evil  before  every  man  feels  it,  and  to  lake  all 
measures  to  guard  against  it,  although  tbey  may  be 
measures  attended  with  some  difficulty,  and  not  without 
some  temporary  inconvenience.  The  only  power  which 
the  Government  possesses  of  restraining  the  issues  of  the 
State  banks  is  to  refuse  their  noiea  in  the  receipts  of  tbe 
Treasury.  Tbia  power  it  can  exercise  now,  or  at  leaat ' 
can  provide  now  for  exercising  it  in  reasonable  lime,  be- 
cause Ibe  currency  of  some  parts  of  tbe  country  ia  yet 
sound,  and  the  evil  is  not  yet  universal.  But  I  have  ex- 
presscd  my  belief  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  I  now 
repeat  the  opinion,  that  it  waa  Ibe  duty  of  Ihe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  return  of  peace,  to  have  returned 
to  the  legal  and  proper  mode  of  collecting  tbe  revenue. 
This  Government  has  a  right,  in  all  cases,  lo  protect  ita 
own  revenues,  and  to  guard  them  against  bad  and  de- 
preciated paper.  As  to  the  opinion  advanced  by  some 
that  the  object  of  the  resolution  cannot  in  any  way  be 
anaweredi  that  tbe  revenues  cannot  be  collected  other- 
wiae  than  they  now  are,  in  tbe  paper  of  any  and  every 
banking  association  that  choosea  to  issue  paper,  it  cannot 
for  a  moment  be  admitted.  The  thing  then  is  to  be  done; 
at  any  rale  it  ia  to  be  attempted.  1'hat  it  will  be  ac- 
complished by  the  Treasury  Department,  without  tbe 
interference  of  Congress,  I  have  no  belief.  If  from  that 
source  no  reformation  came  when  reformation  waa  eatiy, 
it  is  not  now  to  be  expected.  The  great  object  is  that 
our  legal  currency  is  to  be  preserved,  and  that  we  a« 
not  to  embark  on  the  ocean  of  pap«  money.  1  cannot 
say,  indeed,  that  thia  reaolution  will  eertunly  efleet  tlw 
desired  end.  It  mny  fail.  Its  aucceai^  aa  is  obvrou*, 
must  essentially  depend  on  the  courae  pursued  by  ihe 
I'reasury  Department." 

Hr.  I),  would  add  nothing  by  commentary  tothe  pow- 
er or  sppDsiteneas  of  these  quotations.  They  were  up 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  present  occasion,  fitted  it  as  if 
made  to  order,  and  superseded  the  necessity  of  argu- 
ment or  illustration.  One  thine  ought  lo  be  well  ob- 
served, that  this  speech,  going  the  whole  length,  not  on- 
ly of  justifying  Ihe  present  Treasury  order,  but  blaming 
the  Treasury  Deparlment  in  1816  fur  not  having  done 
Ihe  like,  and  expressing  the  fear  that  it  might  not  do  it 
in  time  to  come,  was  delivered  on  tbe  36th  day  or  April, 
1816,  four  days  before  the  passage  ofthe  join!  resolution  of 
that  yearl  consequently,  and  aa  tbe  whole  speech  proves, 
all  the  powers  and  dutiea  claimed  in  that  speech  for  Ilie 
Treasury  Department,  and  Ibe  Executive  Government, 
over  the  rrgulation  of  tbe  currency,  the  restoration  of 
the  constitutional  money,  and  Ihe  exclusion  of  State  ba^k 
paper  from  revenue  payments,  were  independent  of  that 
resolution!  were  founded — 1st,  upon  the  constitutiont 
3d,  the  act  of  1789,  that  the  customs  shoi^d  be  paid  in 
gold  and  ailver  coioonlyi  3d,theactof  May  10th,  1800— 
the  fundamental  act  for  the  general  sale  of  the  public 
lands — and  directing  that  all  purchasersshould  make  pay- 
ment for  tbe  same  in  specie,  or  in  evidences  of  the  piib> 
tic  debt  of  the  United  Stales!  These  were  the  founda- 
tions of  tbe  gentleman's  argument;  these  Ihe  laiA  the 
violation  of  which  he  bad  in  his  eyet  these  the  ground 
of  hia  complaint  against  tbe  existing  administration!  these 
the  future  ark  of  his  financial  hope.  These  are  the  laws, 
fiiithful  expositors  of  the  constitution,  in  aid  of  which. 
Mid  to  compel  the  speedy  exccutim^f  wbich,.tbe  joint 
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reiolution  of  1816  was  eonceired  and  pafaed.  The  au- 
thor of  the  resolutiun  aaid  at  the  lime  that  the  auceess  of 
the  reaulution  depended  upon  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  expressed  hii  fear  that  it  might  fail  of  ita  object 
through  the  fault  of  that  Department — »  fear  in  which 
the  pentlcroan'a  misgivinga  were  prophetic,  until  the 
ipleiwlid  and  beneficent  admioiitratifm  of  General  Jack* 
■on  row  upon  the  political  horison>  to  bleM  and  exalt  hia 
country  I  to  command  the  adnttration  of  the  world,  civi- 
lised  and  barbarian,  and  to  realiKC  the  genlleman'a  own 
cheriabed  and  adored  vitiopi  of  1816 — the  constitutional 
currency  reitorei),  and  the  bloated  and  pesiilential  car- 
caaea  of  the  paper  system  expelled  from  the  dours  of  Ibe 
Federal  Trcuury. 

Hr.  B-  repeated  the  date  of  the  ipeeeli  from  which  he 
had  read  an  exiractt  it  was  the  36tb  of  April,  1816;  four 
■tbys  before  the  passage  of  the  joint  retolulion  of  that 
year.  He  now  had  another  extract  from  another  speech 
of  the  same  gentleman,  alio  delivered  before  that  joint 
resolution  was  passed,  and  clearly  indicative  of  hia  inten- 
tion in  bringing  forward  that  measore,  to  eompeli  as 
aoon  as  possible,  the  complete  re-eMablisbinent  of  the 
currency  of  the  constitution  as  the  sole  and  exclusive 
currency  of  the  FvJeral  Government.  It  was  a  speech 
delivered  in  February,  on  the  passage  of  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  in  which  the  speaker 
look  the  great  snd  true  ground  that  the  law  and  l'reasu< 
ry  Department,  and  not  the  bank,  ought  to  be  the  true 
regulator  of  currency.  Hr.  B.  only  read  the  parts  which 
were  applicable  lo  the  point  in  debate,  namelvt  the  legal 
currency  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  speedy  and  com- 
pulsory payment  of  the  whole  revenue  ia  that  currency. 

Extraetjrwn  Mr.  Webtler'f  MuecA  on  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Statu  Charter  A/A  fUruary,  1616. 

*•  No  nation  had  a  belter  currency  than  (lie  Uhiled 
States.  There  was  no  nation  which  had  guarded  its  cur- 
rency with  more  caret  for  the  framert  of  the  constitution^ 
and  those  whe  enacted  the  early  statutes  on  this  aubject, 
were  hard  money  men;  they  bad  felt,  and  therefore  duty 
appreciated,  the  evils  of  a  paper  medium;  they,  there, 
fore,  aedulously  guarded  the  currency  of  the  Unit^f] 
Slates  from  debasement.  The  legal  currency  of  the  Uni. 
ted  States  was  gold  and  silver  coini  this  Has  a  subjeei  in 
regard  to  which  Congress  had  run  into  no  folly.  *  • 
Mr.  W.  declined  occupying  the  time  of  the  House  lo 
prove  that  there  was  a  depreciation  of  the  paper  in  cir- 
Culationi  the  legal  standard  of  value  was  gold  and  silvert 
the  relation  of  paper  to  it  proved  its  stale,  and  the  rate 
of  its  depreciation.  Gold  and  silver  currency,  he  said, 
waa  the  Uw  of  the  hndathome,  and  the  law  of  the  world 
abroad!  there  eould,  in  the  presentstate  of  the  world,  be 
no  other  currency.  In  consequence  of  the  immense  pa- 
per issues  having  banished  specie  from  circulation,  the 
Government  had  been  obliged,  in  direct  violation  of  ex- 
isting statutes,  lo  receive  the  amount  of  their  taxes  in 
someibing  which  was  not  recognised  by  law  as  the  mon- 
ey of  the  country,  and  which  was,  in  Quit,  greall*  de- 
preciated.     •  ••••• 

"Astotlie  rvtUofthe  present  stale  of  things^  Mr. 
W.  admitted  it  in  ita  fullest  extent.  If  he  was  not  mis- 
taken, there  were  some  millions  in  the  Treasury  of  pa- 
per which  were  nearly  wonhless,  and  wete  now  wholly 
useless  to  the  Government,  by  which  an  actual  loss  of 
conaiderable  amount  must  certainly  be  sustained  by  the 
Treasury.  I'his  was  an  evil  which  ought  to  be  met  at 
once,  because  it  would  grow  greater  by  indulgence.  In 
tbetnd,  the  tans  must  be  paid  in  the  legal  money  of 
the  country,  and  the  sooner  that  waa  brought  about  the 
htlter.  •  •  +  •  If  Congreas  were  to 
pass  forty  statutes  on  the  subject,  he  said  they  would  not 
make  the  law  more  conclusive  than  it  now  waa,  that 
nothing  ahould  be  received  in  payment  of  duties  to  the 


Government  but  specie;  and  yet  no  regard  was  paid  tv 
the  imperative  iiij  unctions  of  the  law  in  ibis  respect. 
The  whole  strength  of  the  Government,  be  was  of  opin- 
ion, ought  to  be  put  forth  to  compel  the  payment  of^lhe 
du:iea  and  taxes  to  the  Goremoient  in  the  legal  currenqr 
of  the  country." 

Now  (said  Ur.  B.)  the  Senate  will  doubllesi  be  willing 
lo  hear  what  was  said  by  tlie  friends  of  the  administratioa 
in  1816,  to  those  powerfiil  appeals  from  the  gentleman 
who  so  strenuously  plead  the  cause  of  the  laws,  the  con- 
stitution, and  bard  money.  He  had  looked  over  the 
speeches  of  (hat  day,  and  found  the  whole  of  their  an- 
swers compressed  into  a  ahortparagraph  by  Hr.  Sharpe, 
of  Kentucky,  a  gentleman  of  genius  and  ability,  and 
whose  tragical  death  bad  since  attracted  so  much  publie 
notice  and  commiseration. 

*'  In  reply  to  the  argument  of  Hr.  Webster,  that  the 
remedy  for  the  evil  waa  in  the  power  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  by  requiring  payment  of  the  dues  to 
the  Government  in  specie,  Mr.  8.  said  the  gentleman 
had  nut  demonatrated  that  there  was  specie  enough  io 
the  country  for  the  purposes  of  the  payment  of  the  rev- 
enue lo  the  Treasury,  nor  that  the  banks  have  not  the 
means  ultimately  to  force  the  Government  to  take  their 
paper  in  payments  to  the  Treasury,  The  diapoaitioa 
waa  not  wanting  in  the  officer  at  the  head  of  that  De> 
partment  to  apply  the  remedy,  if  it  was  in  his  power." 

This  was  the  answer!  a  deplurabte  confeuion  of  the 
condition  to  which  the  Federal  Treasury  bad  been  redu- 
ced by  receiving  Slate  bank  paper  in  payment  of  the 
federal  revenues!  That  policy  had  begun  under  Gener* 
al  Hamilton,  and  been  folowed  up  by  other  Secretaries, 
in  violation  of  the  laws  and  constitution,  until  nothing  but 
inconvertible  paper  remained  in  the  Treasury,  and 
little  else  in  the  country.  All  their  fine  phrases  about 
specie-paying  banki^  and  paper  equivalent  to  specie,  and 
no  paper  but  what  the  collectors  and  depositories  of  tba 
revenue  would  receive  aa  cash— all  these  holiday  phras<a 
had  ended,  as  such  schemes  must  forever  end,  in  the 
eventual  general  use  of  paper,  the  eventual  general  ban- 
isliment  of  specie,  and  the  eventual  general  stoppage  of 
banks,  and  universal  depreciation  of  paper  money.  This 
was  the  only  answer  which  could  be  given  in  1816,  and 
the  only  one  that  could  be  given  until  Preaident  Jack- 
Bon's  messures  fur  restoring  the  constitutional  currency 
shall  have  raised  that  currency  to  seventy-five  millions  M 
dollars.  There  is  now  specie  enough  in  the  country  to 
make  all  revenue  payments  in  gold  and  silver;  and  the 
purchasers  of  the  public  land,  speculators  and  bank  bor- 
rowers excepted,  have  found  no  difiicutly  in  getting  spe- 
cie to  make  their  payments.  Land  office  rcturna  prove 
■his.  The  sum  of  (1,463,656  was  paid  into  the  land  of- 
fices, in  gold  and  silver,  fnun  the  15ib  of  August,  when 
the  order  took  efiect,  down  to  the  middle  of  November* 
to  which  the  returns  were  made  up.  This  wU  a  millioo 
and  a  half  Ibr  three  months,  being  at  ibe  rate  of  about  mx 
millions  per  annum.  This  would  buy  near  five  millions 
of  acres  of  land  at  the  present  minimum  pi-icet  and  five 
millions  of  acres  of  public  lands,  in  addition  to  other 
sourees  of  supply*  is  double  aa  maoh  as  the  progressive 
settlement  of^  the  country  has  ever  required.  Does  the 
demand  for  this  small  sum — a  sum  which  does  not  go  o<(t 
of  the  country,  but  entetv  immediately  into  general  cir- 
culation through  the  Government  payments— cannot  such 
a  demand  be  supplied  out  of  the  B«;venty-five  millions  io 
ibe  country,  especially  when  four  and  a  half  millions 
were  exported  to  foreign  parts  Ibis  very  year,  not  to  re- 
turn again}  Of  the  seventy-five  millions  of  specie  in  the 
country,  the  banks  nlutie  were  computed  by  the  Seote- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  have  forty-five  mtlliona  in  their 
vaults.  Can  they  not  spare  a  few  millions  for  the  ser. 
vice  of  the  country,  especially  when  the  measures  of 
President  Jackson's  adminiatnitionjiavc  Increased  their 
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wippttCT  of  the  precioa*  metals  froin  twenty-fire  to  forty- 
five  BHllioM  in  three  yean.'  Mr.  B.  would  tabjoin  from 
the  Treatofy  report  the  statement  of  tpeeie  in  all  the 
tenlM  in  the  ITnited  Statfes,  as  far  as  obtained  at  the 
Treasury  Department,  first  premiiin;  that  the  report 
vaa  not  complete.  The  namber  of  banks  in  the  United 
States  and  tbeir  branches  it  netr  one  thousand  1  Their 
mines  occupy  twetre  columns  in  Bicknell's  Counterfeit 
Detector,  with  nearly  eighty  nsnies  in  each  column! 
The  Treasury  report  does  not  include  them  all,  but  the 
Mia  part,  and  their  specie  is  reported  thus: 


October,  1833, 
January,  183^ 
Januaiy,  1835, 
January,  183^ 
Decenber,  1836* 


{25.000.000 
37,000,000 
43,000,000 
40,000.000 
45,000,000 


Here  n  an  Increase  of  spnite  in  their  vaults,  said  Hr. 
B.,  of  twenty  millions  in  three  years,  and  of  Ate  millions 
of  dollars  during  the  very  year  of  the  Treasury  oHer's 
existence — a  fact  which,  of  itself,  exposes  and  puis  to 
shame  the  whole  story  of  their  distress  and  min,  and  in- 
ability to  sid  the  community  on  account  of  this  oi-der,  or 
to  fiimish  the  specie  which  it  requires.  The  fact  is  con* 
do^vc:  H  atanps  the  whole  contrivance  on  the  part  of 
the  banks  whtea  have  engaged  in  it,  as  a  shameful  and 
fraudulent  imposition  upon  the  public.  It  is  enough  of 
itself;  but  the  castom-house  books  show  that  these  banks 
would  in  reality  have  increased  their  specie  to  ten  mil- 
Kona  this  year,  had  it  not  been  for  (he  sums  exported  to 
foreign  countries.  I1ie  exports  of  specie,  up  to  near  the 
end  of  November,  wmt^,43S,B15i  of  which  «313,8I1 
was  in  gold.  But  this  is  nothing,  according  to  the  Phil- 
Bdelphta  letter.  It  is  nothing)  while  the  one  third  of 
that  sum  gmng  into  our  land  offices,  and  thence  through 
Government  payments  to  the  people,  is  to  create  intense 
distress  deran^  the  exchanges  deprive  the  banks  which 
affect  to  be  injured  by  the  Treasury  order  of  all  capacity 
to-make  loans  to  business  men,  and  justify  them  in  throw- 
ii^  borrowers  into  the  hands  of  usurers,  to  be  fined  at  the 
nte  3  per  cent,  per  month  discount  (equal  to  4  per 
cent.  Interest)  for  the  use  of  money. 

But  Hr.  B.  bad  another  tut  to  apply  to  the  capacity 
of  tboae  banks  to  riimish  the  small  amount  of  five  millions 
of  dolhifa  per  annum  for  the  purchase  of  public  lands, 
it  vaa  in  the  contrast  exhibited  by  the  one  thousand 
banks  of  the  United  Sutes  with  what  is  done  by  a  single 
banker  in  the  English  county — he  m'ght  almost  say 
kingdom  instead  of  county — Tor  Lancashire,  in  point  of 
vewth,  is  equal  to  the  second  rate  kingdoms  of  Europe 
—in  the  Engfish  county  of  Lancashire,  and  where  there 
are  no  local  paper-iisuinf;  banks  or  bankers.  He  would 
give  the  sworn  words  of  Samuel  Jones  Lloyd,  Esq.,  a 
banker,  examined  before  the  committee  of^  thirty-one 
members  'Of  the  House  of  Commons  in  1832;  a  committee 
of  which  Lord  Allhorpe  was  ch^rman,  and  such  men  as 
Sir  Robert  Peel,  Lord  John  Russell,  Mr.  Goulbum,  Bir 
Hcnty  Paroell,  Hr.  Baring,  and  more  than  two  dozen 
scarcely  thtir  inferiors,  were  members,  and  on  which 
smA  men  as  the  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  Hr. 
N.  M.  Bothschild,  and  a  hundred  diatinguished  bankers 
and  raerehanU  were  witneases.  Mr.  Lloyd,  among  other 
things,  testified  to  the  qnintity  of  gold  paid  weekly  by 
a  sin|^  banking  eslsblishment,  (his  own,)  for  wagea  to 
working  people  m  the  city  of  Manchester,  one  out  of 
the  many  great  cities  which  Lancashire  contains.  This 
is  the  part  of  his  evidence  relating  to  this  point : 

**A  great  amount  in  gold  is  paid  at  Manchester,  in 
wages.  Witnes^s  twuse  issues  about  25,000  sovereigns 
weekly.  That  issue  was  formerly  in  one  pound  notes. 
Tliere  is  no  local  Issue  In  Lancashire." 

Here  are  three  Haiements  (said  Mr.  B.)  which  ought 
to  be  stcrotyped  on  the  bewl  and  heart  of  every  Mend  to 


the  conatilutiontl  currency  of  our  America:  1.  Twenty* 
five  thousand  sovereigns  paid  weekly  by  one-  banking- 
house,  for  wages  to  working  people.  3.  This  amount 
formerly  paid  in  one  pound  notes.  3.  No  local  bank  is- 
suing  paper  now  in  lAncaihire. 

Confining  his  remarks  to  one  onl^  of  these  statements 
— the  amount  of  weekly  payments  tn  gold — Mr.  B.  said 
the  annual  amount  was  one  million  three  hundred  thou- 
sand sorereigns,  equal  to  six  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars! 
This  was  paid  by  a  single  banking  houbet  and  are  we  to 
believe  that  the  1,000  banka  in  the  United  States  cannot 
furnish  the  same  amount  for  the  purchase  of  the  public 
landsF  And  are  we,  after  attempting  to  make  them  do 
it,  to  be  clamored  down  by  a  combined  cry  from  specu- 
lators, a  part  of  the  banks,  and-poViticians,  that  the  coun- 
try was  paralysed  and  desolated  by  the  experiment,  and. 
that  all  funher  attempt  must  instantly  cease? 

Hr.  B.  would  make  a  short  issue  with  all  these  com< 
plaining  bankst  they  eitlier  have,  or  have  itot,  their  pro* 
portion  of  the  forty.five  millions  of  specie  which  they  re- 
port is  in  their  vaults.  If  they  have  it,  ihcre  is  no  dif- 
ficulty in  furnisliing  specie  for  the  land  oflicest  if  they 
have  it  not,  then  their  returns  are  deceptive — tbeir  pe- 
riodical exhibitions  of  specie  are  nothing  but  show  mo- 
neyt  and  the  sooner  the  people  find  out  their  bollowneas 
and  emptiness,  the  better  for  the  whole  community. 

But,  (continued  Hr.  B.,)  let  the  amount  of  specie  be 
what  it  may  in  the  banks,  the  fact  is,  that  there  is  about 
seventy-five  millions  in  the  country,  snd  s  goodly  part  of 
that  is  in  (he  hands  of  the  community.  In  (October,  1833, 
when  the  deposites  were  removed,  tbe  whole  amount  of 
specie  In  the  banks  wss  returned  at  about  twenty.five 
millions,  and  that  in  (he  hands  of  the  community  wss 
computed  at  only  four  millions.  The  eomnwnity  is  now 
computed  to  have  twenty<eig1it  millions,  and  the  annual 
increase  is  tbna  reported  by  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Treas- 
ury: 

Dates.  Specie  in  sctlve  cIrculaikMi. 

October,  1833  -  $4,000,000 

1st  January,  1834,  -  13,000,000 

1st  January,  1835,  •  18,OC0,000 

ls(  January,  1836,  -  33,000,000 

lit  December,  1836,       -  38,000,000 

Here,  then,  is  a  sum  in  I  he  hands  of  the  community, 
sufficient  to  supply  the  public  land  demand,  on  account 
of  actual  settletv,  four  times  over.  The  rspidily  with 
which  gold  and  silver  has  increased  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  operations  (o  restore  the  constitu- 
tional currency,  should  banish  all  doubt  on  the  practica- 
bility of  doing  it.  See  a  hat  has  been  done  in  four  years 
against  the  powerful  opposition,  the  systematic  resist- 
ance, and  the  scoffinf>s  and  jeerings  of  a  great  political 
snd  moneyed  party.  Four  years  more  may  be  tqually 
successful,  if  these  resolutions  can  be  defeated,  and,  in- 
stead of  seventy-five  millions,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
millions,  and  nearly  forty  millions  of  it  gold,  msy  be  in 
the  country.  But  nobody  expeets  this  amount  to  come 
into  the  country,  or  what  is  in  it  now  to  remsin,  unless 
the  Fedeial  Government  can  continue  ita  onward  course 
tn  the  reformation  of  the  currency.  If  it  relapses  into  a 
paper  money  currency,  the  whole  community  trust  re- 
lapse into  it  also;  and  the  result  must  be,  what  it  baa 
been  heretofnre,  universal  banishment  of  the  precious 
metals,  the  eventual  stoppage  of  all  the  State  banka,  and 
a  call  for  the  re-estsblisliment  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  tbe  only  safe  regulator  of  the  State  cur- 
rencies. 

The  increase  of  banks  and  paper  money,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  restraining  the  issues  of  these  corporations,  as 
alleged  in  the  Prebidrnl's  meassge,  was  next  adverted 
to  by  Hr.  B.  He  referred  to  tbe  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  which  show6d-4hcse  resalts: 
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tJatet,  Ptqter  in  adive  eireubNon. 

Nw  1st  October,  1833,  -  180,000,000 


1st  January,  1834, 
Ist  January,  18^5. 
1st  January,  I8J6, 
Ist  December,  1836. 


76,000,000 
83,000.000 
108,000,000 
120,000,000 


Here  Is  an  increase  of  about  forty  millions  of  paper 
money  in  two  years.  But  it  ia  not  the  whole  increase  in 
that  time.  The  computation  is  principally  made  from 
the  returns  of  tlie  old  banksi  while  one  hundred  and  wx 
neir  onei^  with  capitals  of  sixty  millionr,  had  been  cre- 
ated; and  twelve  millions  and  three  quattersof  increased 
capital  tu  the  old  banks  had  been  granted  during  the 
paat  winter;  so  that  fifty  millions  of  inorrase  of.  paper 
was  probably  the  amount  when  (he  Treasury  order  was 
isBtiei',  and  the  increase  going  on  with  a  deplorable  ra< 
pidity.  The  national  domain  was  the  object  that  was 
attracting  it.  The  temptation  waa  irresistible.  A  quire 
of  piper,  speckled  over  with  figures,  would  transmute 
into  100,000  acre*  of  land)  a  ream  of  paper  into  a  mil- 
lion of  acres.  One  thousand  engines  were  at  work, 
striking  this  papert  boats  of  speculators,  loaded  with 
bales  of  it,  were  on  ibeir  way  to  all  the  new  States.  It 
waa  evident  the  national  domain  was  becom'ng  a  fund 
for  the  redcmplioi)  of  all  this  paper.  It  »  as  all  receiva- 
ble in  exchange  for  lands{  and  the  holders  of  these  bills 
seem  lo  consider  them  at  attigtmttt  like  tlioie  of  the 
French  national  convention,  convertible  into  the  terri- 
tory of  the  republic  at  the  will  of  the  possessor,  and  the 
fatter  the  belter.  This  was  the  slate  of  things  on  the 
rise  of  CimgrcE^  and  the  two  halls  of  that  body  had 
resounded  with  the  denunciation  of  the  ruinous  aspect 
of  this  exchange  of  land  fur  paper,  four  months  before 
the  adjournment  took  place.  The  President,  acting 
under  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  country,  applied 
the  remedy  which  the  ciiaii  required,  and  whi^  the 
laws  and  contiiiution  authorized.  He  saved  the  national 
dumatnt  he  checked  the  expansion  of  the  paper  systemt 
he  saved  the  Treasury  from  a  frightful  accumulation  of 
"unavailable  fundsj"  and  he  prevented  that  ctttattro. 
pile  in  ihe  Slate  banks  lo  which  the  Dank  of  the  United 
Slates  is  anxiously  looking,  systematically  promotinK 
and  imiMliently  awaiting  that  cttastrophe  in  (be  local 
banks  which  would  again  disgrace  and  discredit  them, 
and  bring  foith  the  whole  United  Slatrt  Dank  party  to 
exclaim.  We  told  you  so!  we  told  you  this  would  be  the 
consequence  of  not  renewing  our  charter!  and  now  you 
all  ace  it!  and  we  demand  the  re-establiahiBent  of  the 
national  bank  as  the  only  means  of  regulating  the  Slate 
banks!  President  Jackson  liu  prevented  all  thiij  and 
has  khown  that  the  cunititutional  currency  can  regulate 
the  State  banks;  and  for  thia  he  has  drawn  upon  him- 
self the  denunciations  of  disappo'nted  speculaiors,  dis- 
appointed politxiar.s,  and  disappointed  bankers.  He 
h:iB  prevented  many  ami  great  evil»,  and,  among  others, 
the  iurilKr  dt'prcciation  of  the  currency.  Fifty  millions 
of  additional  paper,  put  out  in  two  yeaia,  has  enabled 
ihe  banka  to  imprison  forty  five  millions  of  specie,  and 
tlie  whole  one  tiundrcd  and  thirty  millions  of  paper  mo- 
ney afloat  during  the  summer  has  depreciattd  Ihe  gen- 
eral currency;  which  is  seen  by  Ihe  importation  of  wheat 
from  Germany  and  the  ni»ck  sea,  by  the  importation  of 
beef  and  pork  from  Iriland,  hay  from  Scotlam',  and 
many  other  necrsvaries  of  life  from  Europe;  whi<h  is 
sren  in  the  Kbg  of  price  in  every  article  which  depends 
for  sale  on  its  depreciated  currency;  for  articKa  whose 
price  depends  upon  foreign  markets,  uhere  ihe  notes  of 
onr  one  thousand  banks  are  not  taken  for  money,  as  to- 
bacco and  cotton  have  not  risen.  The  progress  and  ihe 
evils  of  this  depreciation,  which  commenced  before  the 
Treasury  order,  which  that  order  has  checked,  bill 
which  must  rtcoinne.  cc  with  its  rtcision,  isprwerruily 


sketched  in  that  part  of  President  Jackaon's  meaMge 
which  relates  to  the  currency.  He  says: 
_  "The  progress  of  an  expansion,  or  rather  a  depre- 
ciation of  the  currency,  by  excessive  bank  issues,  is  al- 
ways attended  by  a  loss  tu  the  bboring  claaset.  Thii 
portion  of  the  conmunity  baa  neither  time  nor  opporlu- 
nily  lo  watch  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  the  money  market. 
F.ngiged  from  day  lo  day  in  their  useful  toil^  tbey  do 
not  perceive  that,  although  their  wages  are  nominally 
the  same,  or  even  somewhat  higher,  they  are  greatly 
reduced,  in  fact,  by  the  rapid  increase  of  a  spurious  cur- 
rency, which,  as  it  appears  to  make  money  abound,  they 
are  at  first  inclined  lo  eontider  a  blessing.  It  is  not  so 
with  the  speculator,  by  wbom  thia  operation  is  better 
understood,  and  is  made  to  contribute  to  his  advantage. 
It  is  not  until  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  become 
so  dear  that  the  laboring  classes  cannot  supply  their 
wants  out  of  their  wages,  that  the  wages  rise,  and  grad- 
ually reach  a  justly  proportioned  rate  to  that  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  llieir  labor.  When  thus,  by  the  depreciatioB, 
in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  paper  in  arculatiop, 
wages  as  well  as  prices  become  exorbitant,  it  is  soon 
found  that  Ihe  whole  efTcct  of  the  adulteration  ia  a  tarilF 
on  our  home  industry  fur  the  benefit  of  Ihe  counlrics 
where  gold  and  silver  circulate  and  maintain  uniformity 
and  moderation  in  prices.  It  is  then  perceived  that  the 
enhancement  of  the  price  of  land  and  labcr  produces  a 
corresponding  increaw  in  the  price  of  products,  until 
lliese  products  do  not  sustain  a  competition  with  similar 
ones  in  oiher  countries,  and  thus  both  manulbelurine  and 
agricultural  productions  cease  to  bear  exportation  iron 
the  counir}'  of  this  spurious  currency,  because  they  can- 
not be  sold  fur  cost.  This  is  the  process  by  which  spe- 
cie is  banished  by  the  paper  of  the  banks.  Their  vaults 
are  soon  exhausted  to  pay  for  foreign  commodities:  the 
next  step  is  a  stoppage  of  specie  payment— a  total  deg< 
radation  of  paper  as, a  currencyi  unusual  depression  of 
prices,  the  ruin  of  debtor%  and  the  accumulation  of 
property  in  the  hands  of  creditors  and  cautious  capital- 
ists." 

This  (said  Mr.  D. )  is  the  progress  and  effect  of  a  de- 
preciated pnper  currency.  The  imprudence  and  the 
criminality  of  banks  of  ts^ue  are  equal!}-  Ihe  soun^es  of 
this  depreciation;  and  the  community  ia  equally  the  ne- 
tim,  of  ineir  misconduct,  »  bether  it  results  from  accident, 
folly,  or  design.  It  is  established  in  England  that  a  sud- 
den increase  of  one  million  sterling,  by  Bsnk  of  England 
issues,  will,  in  many  stales  i  f  the  moneyed  system,  pro- 
duce a  depreciation  in  the  value  of  money  which  wilt  be 
sensibly  felt  in  ihe  kingdom.  Whai,  then,  is  to  be  Ibe 
effect  of  sn  increase  of  fifty  millions  of  paper  dullarsb  hi 
two  yearii,  in  this  country?  II  must  be  what  every  per- 
son sees  and  feels  it  to  be — a  depreciation  of  at  least  one 
third  of  the  value  of  paper  money!  so  that  all  ptrsens 
living  on  salaries,  fixed  incomes,  and  wages,  are  in  the 
condition  of  having  suflfered  a  diminution  of  one  third  of 
their  income.  Li\  ing  is  becoming  as  dear  in  our  young 
and  prolific  America  as  in  the  aged  and  crowded  coun- 
tries of  Europe.  Let  no  one  delude  himself  with  the 
belief  that  there  is  no  depreciation  while  bank  notes 
continue  to  be  convertible  into  gold  and  silveri  this 
would  be  a  great  error;  fur  it  is  of  the  very  nature  of  de- 
preciating paper  to  carry  down  gold  and  silver  with  it, 
until  things  reach  that  point  when  prudent  men  begin  to 
exact  payments  in  hard  money,  or,  nh'ch  is  the  aatr.e 
thing,  to  carry  home  in  silver  at  night  Ihe  amount  uf 
every  note  received  during  Ihe  day.  When  things  have 
reached  that  point,  and  about  the  time  when  all  prudent 
men  have  taken  care  of  themselves,  the  public  mind  be- 
gins to  get  uneasy.  Some  eause,  no  matter  what,  starts 
an  alarm;  and  in  a  few  weeks  the  explosion  is  universal. 
Such  was  the  point  to  which  we  were  rapidly  tending  in 
July  lost.   Presidenl  Jackson  has  arrested  this  depreci- 
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atkm,  and  mtciI  ibe  country  from  a  dire  calamity.  HU 
Treawry  order  has  aived  it.  It  has  stopped  the  issues 
of  a  host  of  banhs,  and  bouiul  up  the  elementa  of  deso- 
lation in  their  own  caverns.  The  raging  winds  are  now 
imprisoned :  Boreas,  Eurus,  and  Auster,  sre  now  con* 
fined-  The  Fabulous  conception  of  the  Father  of  poets 
ti  realized,  not  upon  the  ocean  of  waters,  but  upon  the 
ocean  of  paper  money.  The  elements  of  destruction 
are  tied  up;  and  wo  to  those  who,  imitating  the  rash  con- 
duct of  Ibie  companions  of  Ulysses,  shall  untie  the  fated 
bw^  and  turn  lome  tempests,  storms,  and  desolating  fury 
apoa  the  land. 

Hr.  B.  said  it  would  be  unjust,  af^er  saying  so  much 
of  Ibe  expansion  of  the  paper  currency,  and  the  over* 
isaiet  of  the  local  banks,  not  to  add,  that  the  picture  was 
not  intended  to  be  applicable  to  the  whole  of  these 
banksi  that  he  knew  of  many  honorable  exceptions  and 
tJiere  might  be  many  more  that  he  did  not  know  of.  His 
means  of  infunnation  were  limited  to  the  official  returns 
t»f  the  depoute  banks,  now  about  ninety  in  number;  and 
whi|(>,  of  these,  he  saw  many  whose  paper  dollars  in  cir- 
culation, to  say  notiiing  of  their  dt^posites,  were  five, 
ten,  fifteen,  to  one  for  Ibetr  specie  dollars  in  their  vaults, 
yet  there  were  others  where  the  proportion  was  ihe 
other  way.  The  UerchanU'  BanV,  Bo^ton,  liad  )t2&4,000 
apecie,  uaA  (356,000  in  circulation;  the  Bank  of  Ameri- 
ca, New  York,  had  $1,490,000  in  specie,  and  $572,000 
notes  oufj  the  Manhattan,  in  the  aame  place,  had 
969(^000  specie,  and  $566,000  paper  out|  the  Pi;inter&' 
Bank,  Geor^  bad  $497,000  specie,  $361,000  paper; 
and  many  others  whose  issues  but  slightly  exceeded  their 
apecie  in  hand.    It  uas  due  to  these  banks,  and  doubt- 
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Here  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  a  period  of  sixteen  years  divi* 
dcd  into  portions  of  four  years  each,  by  the  adminiatrt- 
lions  of  different  Presidents.  The  first  showed  a  heavy 
export  of  specie,  and  the  loss  of  near  twelve  millions  ih 
dollars;  the  second,  a  loss  of  about  a  million  and  a  half| 
the  third,  a  gain  of  about  sis  millions;  the  fourth,  a  ^ain 
of  near  forty  millions,  and  upwards  of  that  amount,  when 
the  produce  of  our  native  gold  mines  were  added. 
These  were  the  results;  and,  without  embarrassing  his 
remarks  with  complicated  details,  he  would  take  the  pe> 
riods  of  strongest  contrast— the  first  and  last  four  years 
of  the  sixteen.  Every  person  would  recollect  the  period 
of  1821,-'23,-'33,-'34.  It  was  the  aeaoon  of  bank  stop- 
pages; of  depreciated  paper  money;  of  stop  lawa,  relief 
laws,  lender  lawi>,  loan  laws,  property  laws;  the  season 
of  depressed  prices  of  property  and  produce,  of  ruin  to 
debtors,  and  harvests  to  money-holders  and  cautious 
capitaliata.  It  waa  the  lime  when  a  creditor  who  should 
receive  from  his  debtor  ten  dollars  in  Kentucky  paper, 
and  gave  five  dollars  in  change,  would  have  received 
nothing,  and  the  debtor  would  have  paid  nothing.  It 
was  the  time  when  two  bills  for  the  same  article  were 
made  out  in  the  West:  one  fur  silver, and  one  for  paper, 
the  latter  being  the  former  multiplied  by  two.  Now,  look 
to  the  table.  I'his  disasi  rous  season  will  be  seen  to  have 
been  the  period  of  least  importation  and  greateat  ex- 
portation of  qircie.  Search  the  memory,  and  it  will  in- 
form you  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  then  jutt 
recovered  from  its  own  crisis  of  1819,  and  just  strong 
enough  to  do  mischief,  was  employed  in  eviscerating  the 
wiiole  interior  country  of  its  gold  and  silver,  and  collect- 
ing it  on  the  seaboard,  where  it  was  exported  to  coun- 
tries nnaffllcted  with  the  pestilence  of  paper  money. 
Look  to  Ihe  last  period,  the  present  time;  and  it  will  be 
seen  that,  datinfc  from  that  era  which  should  becom*  na. 
lionsi,  and  receive  perennial  honors  in  annivftwry  cele> 
brations — the  most  glorious  era  of  the  removal  of  the 
depoutes — dating  from  that  era,  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
we  have  gained  near  forty  milKons  of  specie  by  imports- 
tions,  and  that  the  gain  exceeds  forty  millions,  when  the 
domestic  supplies  are  added.  The  present  period,  then, 
is  the  season  of  the  greatest  increase  of  specie  ever 
knownt  and  such  also  is  the  national  prosperity.  Never 
before  did  the  prosperity  of  any  country  equal  the  pres- 
ent time;  never  was  there  such  exuberance  of  ptosperi- 
ty;  and  that,  after  making  due  allowance  for  what  is  fic- 
titious, from  the  excess  of  paper  and  the  effect  of  a  de- 

Ereciatcd  currency.  Ttiit  excess  and  depreciation  would 
e  fatal,  were  it  not  for  the  seventy  five  millions  ofspe* 
c>e  in  the  country.  But  these  threescore  and  fifteen 
millions  are  the  safety  of  the  land.  They  make  the  peo- 
ple independent  of  the  banks;  tbey  make  them  inde- 
pendent of  panics;  they  prepare  them  for  the  present 
panic,  Ihia  starveling  concern,  now  in  a  course  of  prep- 
aration by  the  authors  of  the  old  one.  Thanks  to  the 
wisdom,  the  foresight,  the  energy,  of  President  Jackson, 
he  has  prepared  the  country  for  this  second  panic;  he 
has  fortified  it,  and  armed  it  for  the  contest.  Seventy* 
five  millions  of  ^ccie  puts  paper  at  defiance,  and  cna. 
bles  the  country  to  stand  the  shock  of  the  eneounler. 
No  longer  can  banks  set  themselves  up  above  law  and 
above  Government,  No  longer  can  they  atop  payment, 
and  furce  their  dishonored  paper  upon  the  country.  The 
bank  that  would  now  attempt  it  would  instantly  be  put 
to  the  test  of  insolvency,  sml  subjected  to  the  law  of  the 
laud  as  well  as  to  the  law  of  public  opinion.  Her  dis* 
honored  paper  would  be  driven  in  upon  her,  and  the  laat 
hard  ilullar  extracted  from  her  vaults.  These  being  tbe 
fruits  of  President  Jackson's  great  measure  for  restoring 
a  specie  currency,  who  can  justify  the  opposite  course 
which  is  now  proposed?  a  course  by  which  specie  is  to 
be  dispensed  with  by  the  Federal  Government,  P>pef  ^ 
lake  iU  place,  specie  •gw^,tOj»f«<@i:yt?gfe***"^ 


leM  to  many  more,  whose  returns  were  not  accessible  to 
him,  (o  except  them  from  the  censure  and  the  complaint 
vbicb  lies  against  those  whoae  unjustifiable  issue*  have 
4troduced  the  expansion  and  depreciation  of  currency 
irtiich  ia  now  risible  to  all. 

Adverting  to  President  Jackson's  great  dewgn  of  in- 
ercaaing  tbe  specie  in  tbe  country,  Hr.  B.  said  there  was 
m  indissoluble  connexion  between  the  state  of  the  spe. 
cie  in  a  country  and  its  prosperity  or  distress.  They 
were  cause  and  effect,  and  rose  and  fell  together.  On 
this  point  he  had  a  table  to  produce,  which  must  carry 
CMivielioa  to  every  mind  which  waa  open  to  the  influ- 
ence of  facts  and  reasons.  It  was  a  table  which  covered 
tbe  nmst  disastrous  and  the  most  prosperous  period  of 
our  time;  and  which  required  but  tbe  application  of 
every  one's  own  knowledge  of  cventi  to  lead  to  juat  and 
inevitable  conclusions. 

Thbie  of  impart  and  export  of  gold  and  tUeer  coin  and 
buiUonfioot  1821  fo  1836. 


Tears. 


fmported. 


Exported. 


l|gJlS23 
slli  1823 
g£S  1^1824 

cms 

J^^sj  1826 
Zli  1827 
1  1828 
•Sgi  rl829 
ill  J 

1 1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1833 


$8,064,890 
3.369,846 
5,097,896 
8,379,835 
6,150.765 
6,880,960 
8.151,130 
7,489,741 
7.493,612 
8.155,964 
7,305,945 
5,907.504 
7,170,368 
17,911,632 
13,131,447 
12,166,372 


$10,478,059 
10,810,180 
6,372.987 
7.014.552 
8,797.055 
4,704,.«3 
8,014,880 
8,243,476 
4,924.020 
2,178.773 
■  9,014,931 
5.656,340 
2,614.953 
1.676.258 
5,748,174 
4,435,815 
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ehandite  for  ezportalion  to  fore!j;n  countries^  and  the 
diiHtroui  Bcenea  of  1831,-'33,-*33,-*34  again  realized, 
l^e  crisis  had  approached  in  Julv)  paper  was  pouring 
into  the  Treasury,  specie  was  departing  for  foreign 
dimesi  rresident  Jackson  chectced  the  inandatlon  of  pa- 
per, and  he  compelled  the  departing  specie  to  counter. 
march—  to  face  Weit  inalead  of  East — to  our  land  offices 
instead  of  foreign  porit>i  and,  in  doing  this,  be  baa  bene- 
fited his  country,  and  drawn  upon  himself  the  denuncia- 
tion of  those  who  now  attack  him. 

Mr.  B.  would  ronclude  his  obserrations  on  thia  part  of 
the  subject,  with  calling  the  attention  of  Ibe  Senate  to  the 
public  imputation  of  wicked  motives,  attributed  to  Pres- 
ident Jackaon  in  the  Kentucky  speech  and  Philadelphia 
letter,  from  which  extracts  had  been  read.  Christian 
charity  forbids,  and  gentlemanly  breeding  avoids,  the 
gratuitous  imputation  of  malignant  motives.  There  are 
casei  in  which  delicacy  recoiU  from  a  public  and  insult- 
ing reference  from  one  man  to  another.  But  where  was 
Christian  charity,  gentlemanly  breeding,  or  delicacy  of 
Iceling,  when  such  words  as  these  were  used  in  refeN 
ence  to  President  Jackson?  *■  I  have  little  doubt  that 
the  specie  order  was  the  revenge  of  the  President  upon 
Congress  for  passing  the  distribution  law."  Here,  said 
Mr.  11.,  is  not  only  a  persona)  outrage  to  the  President, 
but  an  attempt  to  excite  the  resentment  of  Congress 
against  bim,  and  to  loark  him  fov  the  vengeance  of  all 
who  are  disposed  to  pervert  the  depoaite  act  Into  a  dis- 
tribution lawi  snd  all  tbi*,  too,  upon  the  gratuitous  impu- 
tation of  a  wicked  motive  (or  a  measure  just,  wise,  legal, 
and  indirpensably  nec«f«ary  within  ilEelf!  Moiiver,  con- 
tinued Mr.  B.,  are  within  the  cognizance  of  the  Searcher 
of  all  hearts.  He  can  are  the  m  as  they  aret  the  mrrtat 
eye  may  mistake  ihem.  It  is  good,  then,  for  fiail  liuinan- 
ily  to  be  slow  in  charging  a  bad  motive  for  <  vi  n  a  ques- 
tionable actlont  be  had,  therefore  refrained  from  all  ref- 
erence to  motives  for  the  design  of  those  coincident  and 
twin  productions  from  which  he  had  made  quotations— 
the  Kentucky  speech  an^  the  Philadelphia  tetter!  He 
had  not  said  that  they  were  the  revenge  of  disappointed 
ambition  for  a  lost  presidential  chair,  nor  of  disappointed 
avarice  for  a  lost  national  bank  charter.  He  had  not 
even  intimated  that  the  marble  palace  tn  Chesnut  street, 
and  the  shady  groves  of  A^land,  might  be  conscious  to 
the  embraces  from  which  this  rescinding  resolution  baa 
sprung!  or  that  the  imperative  rrquisition  upon  thia  Con- 
gress to  command  the  instant  repeal  of  the  Treasury  or- 
der was  founded  in  any  scheme  to  obtain,  from  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people,  a  triumph  over  that  man  to 
whom  the  people  themselves  liare  granted  so  many  tri- 
umphs over  the  same  pursuers.  For  himself,  he  had 
omitted  all  such  Intimations,  and  ahould  drop  all  further 
notice  of  them  now.  Leaving,  then,  the  actora  and  ac- 
cessories to  this  proceeding,  >ta  criginand  their  motives, 
to  the  phasis  under  which  they  themsrhes  have  exhibit- 
ed it,  he  should  join  President  Jackson  in  the  confident 
belief  expressed  by  him  in  the  concluding  parag'aph  of 
that  part  of  bis  message  which  relates  to  the  issuance  of 
the  Treasury  order,  "that  his  country  would  find,  in 
the  motives  which  had  induced  it,  and  in  the  happy  eon- 
•equences  which  have  ensued,  much  to  commend,'  and 
nothing  to  condemn." 

Mr.  O.  said  he  had  stated  in  the  commencement  of  his 
apeech  that  two  great  objects  wtre  to  be  accomplished 
by  this  rescinding  resolution:  first,  the  condemnation  of 
President  Jackson  for  a  violation  of  (he  laws  and  consti- 
tution, and  the  destruction  of  the  public  prosperity;  and, 
secondly,  the  overthrow  of  the  constitutional  cuireney, 
•nd  the  imposition  of  the  paper  money  of  all  the  Stale 
Governments  upon  the  Ftderal  Government.  He  had 
spoken  to  the  first  of  thtse  objects,  and,  as  he  hoped, 
sueceasfully  vindicated  (he  Prvaident  from  all  the  char- 
ges  on  which  il  rcstedi  the  second  object  was  noir  to  be 


attended  to,  and  would  be  discussed  with  all  the  brevity 
and  despaliUi  whieh  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  per- 
mitted. 

Thia  derign  (said  Mr.  B  )  to  overthrow  the  hard  mo- 
ney system  of  tlie  constitution,  and  to  enlhrone  the  pspff 
money  system  in  its  place,  is  as  old  aa  the  constitution  it- 
self, and  has  been  the  leading  policy  of  a  great  political 
party,  from  the  foundation  of  that  paHy,  near  fifiy  yeara 
ago,  and  under  all  its  mutation^  of  name,  down  to  tbo 
present  hour.  Gold  and  silver,  though  not  without  ■ 
struggle  for  a  national  bank  and  •  nationid  paper  curren- 
cy, were  made  the  currency  of  the  Federal  Government 
by  the  convention  which  created  this  Government.  So 
fixed  and  jealoua  waa  the  mind  of  the  convention  on  Ibia 
point,  that  even  the  power  of  coining  gold  and  rilver, 
which  had  been  left  to  the  Slates  under  the  articlea  of 
confederation,  was  taken  away  from  them  by  the  new 
constitution.  The  members  of  that  great  conTentimi 
were  not  only  fixed  upon  having  gold  and  silver  for  the 
currency  of  the  new  Government,  but  alao  determined 
upon  its  uniformity,  so  that  the  same  piece  ^ould  be 
the  aame  thing  in  form,  name,  device,  and  value, 
throughout  the  Union.  The  exclusir.n  of  paper  money 
was  as  carefully  enforced  by  the  constitution  as  the 
adoption  of  gold  and  silver  was  sedulously  guarded. 
The  words  of  the  conslitutiop,  and  the  his(ory  of  ihe 
times,  and  espenally  the  fbrty-fourth  number  of  the 
Federalist,  written  by  Mr.  Madison,  all  prove  Ihie.  The 
early  legislation  of  Congreas  eonfumed  to  the  words 
and  spirit  of  Ihe  conaliluUon,  and  adopted  the  plainest 
and  strongest  language  to  guard  the  currency  which  H 
had  adopted.  The  (wo  acts  fundamental  for  (he  collec. 
tion  of  the  two  great  branches  of  the  revenue— lands 
and  cuatomp,  that  of  1789  for  the  latter,  and  180O  for 
Ihe  former — were  express  (hat  gold  and  silver  coin  on^ 
should  be  received  tor  the  customs,  and  specie  and  evi- 
dences of  the  pubUe  debt  only  for  the  public  hndsL 
These  two  great  acta,  being  bithful  interpreters  of  the 
eonaUtution,  have  never  been  openly  attacked  ni  either 
House  of  Congresn.  In  all  the  changes  which  aubarquent 
legiilaiinn  has  made  in  the  laws,  of  which  the  hard  mo- 
ney enactments  are  part,  (hcae  clauses  have  been  re- 
tained in  the  same,  or  equivalent  expresaionai  so  thai  ■ 
hard  money  currency  atill  remains  the  conalitutionel  Mid 
the  atatutory  currency  of  the  Federal  Govrrnmeiit.- 
Trmporary  enactments  in  favor  of  Treaaary  note*  aikd 
United  States  Bank  notes  have  ceased)  and  the  j(>inl  re*, 
ulution  of  1816  neither  does  nor  can  repeal  a  law.  Iteso- 
lutions,  whether  joint  or  several,  are  not  the  n  ode  of 
national  legi^tion.  I'bey  are  only  declaratory  of  fads 
or  principlea,  or  expressive  of  the  opinions  and  purposes 
of  the  House  or  Houses  from  which  they  emanate.  The 
joint  resolution  differs  from  the  single  in  nothing  but  in 
being  the  declaration,  the  opinion,  or  the  purpose,  of 
both  Houaes  instead  of  one.  This  being  the  case,  and 
the  (wo  fundamenial  enac(ments  of  1789  and  1800  being 
still  in  force,  as  retained  in  subsequent  alteraiiona  of  the 
laws  to  uhich  they  belong,  (he  question  is,  how  comes 
it  they  have  been  treated  aa  dead  Ictlera  on  the  atatute 
book,  and  paper  money  received  in  place  of  the  bard 
money  which  they  imperatively  require  F 

Tlie  answer  for  this  question  (said  Mr.  B.)  carries  us 
up  to  (he  time  of  General  Hamilton,  to  the  first  year  of 
his  adminislralion  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  to 
the  foundation  of  the  political  school  of  which  he  was 
the  head.  As  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury,  it  became 
his  duly  to  carry  into  t  flTect  (he  act  of  1789,  for  (he  col- 
lection of  the  custom-houae  duliea  in  gold  and  silver  coin 
only.  Instead  of  carrying  the  law  into  efTeci,  he  nulli- 
fied it  by  construction.  He  interpreted  "gold  and  ailvcr 
coin  only"  to  be  the  notes  of  spceie-paj  ing  bankst  and  a 
deposite  of  bank  notea^  aa  cash,  ^tic  a  depoaite  of  ape- 
cie.  Th.swa.hiscoi^^^^^^y)3^(5bichhe 
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iMued  to  ilw  eolleetors  of  the  rerenu*  eorretponded 
wHh  M.  At  the  eimingMMton  of  C<nq;rea%  be  juitificd 
this  cooftnietion  hi  an  argumentative  reptH'tf  and  a  fcir 
cxtrsdt  from  thn  report  will  show  how  the  plain  mean- 
ing of  a  law  can  be  turned  upride  down  by  fKinalruetion, 
and  will  rerral  the  tource  of  the  firat  impoiition  of  pa- 
per nmnN  opon  tlie  Federal  Gorenunent,  and  the  rea- 
■ona  for  that  impoaition. 

«<  Thia  aection  {30th  of  the  revenue  act  of  1789]  pro. 
Tide*  for  the  receipt  of  the  dutica  in  gold  and  tilrer  coin 
oalj.  The  Secretary  haa  conaidered  thii  provinon  aa 
having  for  its  object  the  ezcluaion  of  paymenia  in  the 
paper  emissions  of  the  particular  Slates,  and  the  securing 
the  immediate  or  ultimate  collection  of  ibe  duties  in  spe- 
cie, aa  intended  to  prohibit  to  individuals  the  right  of 
paying  in  any  thing  except  gold  or  silver  coini  but  not  to 
bmder  the  Treaaury  from  making  such  arrangements  as 
ila  evgenciea,  the  speedy  command  of  the  public  re- 
•soicea,  and  the  etHirenimce  of  Ihe  community,  might 
dilate)  these  arrangements  being  compatible  with  the 
eventual  receipt  of  the  duties  in  specie.  •  •  *  Such 
were  the  reflections  of  the  Secretary  with  regard  to  the 
authority  to  permit  bank  notes  to  be  taken  in  payment 
ofthe  duUea.  llie  expediency  of  doing  it  appeared  to 
him  to  be  itill  leas  questionable.  The  extension  of  their 
flrcuiatton  by  the  meaaure  is  calculated  to  increase  both 
tfK  nbiRty  and  IndiDBtion  of  the  banks  to  aid  the  Gov- 
cnuiaent.  *  *  *  Bank  notes  being  a  convenient  ape- 
cirs  of  money*  whatever  iacreaaea  their  circulation  in- 
ereaaea  the  quantity  of  enrrent  money.  *  *  •  But, 
convinced  as  the  Secretary  is  of  the  uaefutness  of  the 
regubtion,  yet,  considering  the  nature  of  Ihe  clause 
upon  whtcb  these  remarka  arise,  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  bri^  the  aubject  under  the  eye  of  the  House.  The 
■eaaure  ia  UBdetstood  by  all  concerned  to  be  temporary, 
indeed,  whenever  •  national  bank  shall  be  inatitutcd, 
•ome  new  tKaposition  of  the  thing  will  be  a  matter  of 
eouive." 

Such  was  the  argument,  and  such  was  the  object  for 
departir^  from  the  act  or  1789,  and  from  the  constitution, 
of  which  it  was  the  faithful  expositor.  The  effect  was 
the  gndiwl  and  general  diffusion  of  a  paper  currency 
over  the  country,  and  a  corresponding  general  and  grad- 
anl  ditappenranee  and  banishroent  oTgold  and  silver)  so 
that  when  the  first  naliunal  bank  charter  expired,  in 
1811,  the  Federal  Government  was  left  wilhotit  a  nation* 
al  currency,  haviag  neither  the  United  States  Bank 
notes  nor  gold,  and  but  little  silver  in  the  country.  Mr. 
Madiaon's  administration  was  then  driven  to  the  deplora- 
ble neoeastty  of  using  Stale  bank  paper  for  a  national 
currencyt  and  the  reault  is  too  well  known  in  the  ten 
yon*  eonvulsiooa  of  the  paper  ^atem  which  ensued. 
The  effect  of  the  whole  WM  the  apeedy  resort  to  another 
smtjonal  bank.  Thia  bank  came  to  ita  conclusion  under 
the  administration  of  President  Jackson;  and  be,  avi^ing 
the  error  into  which  President  Madison's  administralion 
bad  fitllen  in  1811,  resolved  to  re-establish  the  conatitu- 
taonal  corrency,  and  especially  to  revive  the  circulation 

Rold(  which  had  ceaaed  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
Tile  ancoeas  of  thia  great  plan  was  truly  flattering.  The 
gtrtd  currency,  in  three  years,  bad  risen  from  nothing  to 
about  fifteen  million  of  dollars,  and  the  silver  currency 
had  increased  in  the  aame  britrf  apace  from  lem  than 
ttiirty  millions  to  about  sixty  millions,  and  both  against 
the  determined  oppDsilion  of  a  powerful  political  and 
moneyed  party.  The  success  of  the  experiment  was  es- 
tabli^ed,  and  it  was  clear  that  the  party  opposed  to  gold 
■ad  ailver  eould  no  longw  effect  any  thing  by  direct  op- 
poMtio*.  A  new  mode  of  making  head  againat  it  waa 
then  Mien  upon,  and  that  new  mode  waa  lo  expand  the 
paper  system  until  it  bursted,  and  thus  to  ruin  the  party 
in  power  by  ruining  the  financea  and  the  currency.  The 
gmml  rcm^rability  of  local  paper  Cor  public  hndst 
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made  it  easy  to  Inundate  the  Treasury,  through  the  land 
ofiicea,  with  local  bank  papert  and  the  ^irit  of  specuhi> 
tion,  co-operating  with  this  political  desi|;n,  turned  an 
immense  flood  of  paper  upon  the  national  domain.  It 
was  easy  to  see  that  lilts  mass  of  paprr,  though  credited 
to  Ihe  Government  on  the  books  of  Ihe  deposite  banks 
as  specie,  was  not  cafth,  but  only  promises  to  pay  cash; 
and  that,  in  f4Ct,  it  was  destined  lo  become  a  new  and 
second  accumulation  of  unavailable  funds.  A  crisis  in 
Ihe  federal  financea  waa  evidently  approaching,  and 
there  was  every  reason  to  believe— the  floors  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  daily  attested  the  fact — that  awarma 
of  speculators,  loaded  with  paper  money,  were  to  aliglit 
upon  the  public  landi  immediately  after  the  rise  of  Con- 
gress. It  was  probable  that  msny  tens  of  millioiia  of  pa- 
per  would  thus  have  been  converted  into  land,  and  that 
Ibe  banks  which  issued  it,  being  unable  to  redeem  it, 
and  the  deposite  banks  which  had  improvidently  credit- 
ed it  as  caab,  being  unable  lo  cash  it,  the  whole  would 
hare  sunk  upon  Ihe  bands  of  the  Federal  Government. 
The  evil  of  such  a  state  of  things  is  too  obvioua  to  be 
depicted.  Not  only  Ihe  Federal  Government  would 
have  lost  ita  land,  and  lost  its  revenues,  but  the  whole 
eoiiimunity  would  hare  suffered.  But  here  the  energy 
and  foresight  of  President  Jackson  was  again  victorious 
over  the  designs  of  enemies  and  tbe  imprudence  of 
friends.  He  determined  to  arrest  tbe  floods  of  paper 
which  were  ready  to  inundate  the  Treasury.  The  specie 
order  waa  issued,  and  the  country  was  aaved.  The 
wrath  which  the  miscarriage  of  so  many  fine  schemes  oc- 
casioned bunt  forth  upon  the  Fresideni's  headi  the 
apeculator  for  the  loss  of  his  myriad  of  acres;  the  politi- 
cian for  the  escape  of  the  Government  from  the  danger 
that  menaced  it;  the  local  banks  for  the  loaa  of  the  na- 
tional domain  to  bank  upon;  and  the  Bank  ofthe  United 
States  for  the  lou  of  iu  ant'ioipated  opportunity  of  pro. 
ving  that  a  national  bank  was  indispenaable  to  the  safe 
collection  of  the  federal  revenues.  To  make  distress  in 
the  country,  and  charge  it  upoh  the  Treasury  order,  was 
now  the  resort  of  all  the  disappointed  parties.  The 
Kentucky  speech,  and  the  Philadelphia  letter,  were  the 
signal  guns  for  a  new  panict  and  tbe  old  drama  of  1833 
was  immediately  put  in  rehearsal  for  performance  on  the 
Washington  boards  aa  aoon  aa  Congress  met.  in  every' 
reapect  this  second  panic  wasaeervile  copy  of  the  for- 
mer! the  same  plot,  the  same  scenes,  the  same  inctdenis, 
the  same  performers.  No  ferliliiy  of  invention  charac- 
terized any  part  of  it;  no  touch  of  genius  enlivened  Ibe 
dull  copy  with  the  novelty  even  of  a  single  new  concep- 
tion or  new  phrase.  Here  we  have  it  now,  more  like 
a  starved  wolf  at  tbe  door,  than  a  roaring  liont  and  lend- 
ing ita  feeble  aid  to  the  cauae  of  this  rescinding  resolu- 
tion. That  reaolution  is  to  open  tbe  doora  of  tbe  IVeas- 
ury  again  to  the  inundation  of  paper  money,  that  the  ca- 
tastrophe averted  last  summer  may  be  produced  next 
spring!  and  the  question  now  ■!>,  shall  Congress  give  up 
the  public  lands  lo  spoil,  and  ihe  public  Treasury  to  in- 
convertible paper,  after  President  Jackson  has  saved 
the  country  from  both  evils?  This  is  the  point  we  are 
now  at|  and  if  any  one  wiahea  proof  of  the  dea'>gn  to 
overthrow  Ibe  constituiional  currency  and  to  impose  pa- 
per money  upon  the  Government,  let  him  look  at  the 
universality  of  the  abuse  now  lavished  upon  gold  and  sil- 
ver, and  the  applause  bestowed  upon  pxper  money,  by 
all  that  great  party  now  palpably  discriminated  by  the 
distinctive  features  of  the  Hamiltonian  school.  Here  is 
a  specimen,  taken  from  the  Philadelphia  letter,  the  force 
and  beauty  of  which  will  be  fully  comprehended  by  tbt 
boatmen  ofthe  Mississippi  river. 

**  But  \\A»  miserable  foolery  about  an  exclusive  metal- 
lic currency  is  quite  as  absurd  as  to  discard  the  steaoH 
boats  and  go  back  to  poling  up  the_^ississtppi." 
Tbii  it  tie  DMiuier  i^.^go^  ^jj^SOWt^**^ 
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the  currency  ofthecontiilulion.  "  M'werable  foolery" — 
as  much  behind  piper  money  is  i  keel  is  behind  a  steim- 
boat.  But  why  lose  time  to  prove  their  hatred  of  gold 
mid  their  idoration  of  piper?  They  would  be  iBhumed  to 
have  ti  thought  otherwise.  They  take  eire  thit  nobody 
shall  think  otherwise  by  ihf  ir  ostentatious  abuse,  in  sea- 
a  >ti  and  uut  of  seiwin,  of  the  gold  currency  i  and  by  their 
usteniatious  praise,  without  rhyme  or  reason,  of  paper 
muneyf  It  is  inconlestiblc,  then,  thit  the  impusition  of 
the  paper  Rystem  upon  (1ie  Federal  Government  is  the 
second  great  object  of  this  resolution;  and  that  for  the 
avowed  reasons  mentioned  by  GcnersI  Hamilton  in  his 
argument  of  1790,  in  favor  of  aubstituting  paper  for  gold 
and  silver. 

Mr.  B.  envied  not  the  vocation  of  any  men,  or  of  any 
party,  who  employed  themselves  in  (he  habitual  vitupe- 
ration of  any  pari  ol  the  conatilulion  of  the  country,  and 
especially  that  part  of  it  which  was  considered  by  its 
frvmers  aa  among  the  most  important  and  valualile.  Gold 
and  silver  is  the  currency  of  the  constitution.  Those  who 
attack  that  currency  attack  the  constitution,  and  that  in 
one  of  its  moat  valuable  parts,  and  the  very  part  which 
moat  uiiivenally  concerns  the  people.  Every  citizen  is 
concerned  in  the  currency,  and  to  attack  that  money 
which  the  constitution  guaranties,  is  to  attack  at  once  hit 
rights  and  the  sacred  instrument  by  which  he  holds  them. 
Jdr.  B.  had  shown  the  origin  ol  this  war  of  psperagainst 
gold;  he  had  shown  it  to  lie  at  the  origin  of  the  great 
political  parties  which,  under  wbalsoever  names,  have 
exiateil  for  near  fifty  jreari  in  this  countryt  and  it  was 
perfectly  clear  that,  from  the  lime  of  General  Hamilton 
to  the  present  day,  a  preference  of  paper  to  gold  and 
silver  has  been  the  distinctive  tenet  of  one  party,  and 
constitutes  the  esaenttal  and  radical  distinction  between 
the  two. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  incontestable  that  every  nation  must 
have  a  national  currency.  It  must  have  such  a  currency 
not  only  in  name  but  in  fact;  and  nothing  cnn  answer  for 
a  naUonal  currency  but  that  which  combines  two  proper- 
ties: firat,  uniformily  of  value  all  over  the  countryt 
secondly,  convenient  portability.  Silver  posaeasei  one 
of  these  qualities,  but  it  lacks  the  otherj  gold  possesses 
both,  and  the  cnnDtitution  of  (he  United  States  guaran- 
ties its  use.  Gold  is  then  the  constiiutinnal  national  cur- 
rency of  the  United  Sialex,  and  Mr.  B.  held  all  attempts 
to  substitute  paper  in  its  place  tube  unconstitutional  and 
pernicious.  Two  national  hanks  had  been  chartered  to 
furnish  a  national  paper  currency!  thty  have  both  been 
put  down,  afier  twenty  years*  trial  of  each,  by  (he  power 
ut  the  people.  AVhcn  the  first  was  put  down,  a  fatal 
error  was  committed  by  those  who  did  it  in  not  restoring 

frold;  and  that  error  was  doubled  by  falling  back  upon 
ocal  State  paper,  and  adopting  it  fur  the  currency  of  the 
Federal  Government.  Profiling  by  that  great  error, 
thoie  who  put  down  the  second  national  bank  made  it  a 
part  of  their  plan,  and  the  part  upon  the  success  of 
which  every  thing  wia  to  depend,  that  gold,  and  not 
local  bank  paper,  should  becume  the  national  currency 
of  the  Union.  This  was  the  plan,  and,  in  pursuance  of 
it,  many  steps  have  been  taken  towards  excluding  local 
bank  paper  from  the  receipts  and  eipendilurea  of  the 
Federal  Government,  and  introducing  gold  in  its  place. 
The  largest  and  most  essential  of  these  steps  was  the 
Treasury  order  of  July  hut)  and  now  the  present  move- 
ment for  the  rescision  of  that  order,  and  for  the  continu- 
ation of  local  paper  in  the  receipts,  and  consequently  in 
the  expenditures,  of  the  Federal  Government,  brings  up 
the  question,  whether  gold  or  local  paper  is  to  be  made 
the  national  currency?  It  brings  up  the  question,  for 
what  the  Government  receives  as  cash  it  must  pay  out  as 
caaht  and  what  the  Government  thus  receives  and  pays 
out  becomes  (he  currency  of  the  country  also)  for  the 
peoplet  single>handed,  cannot  make  head  against  the  ac- 
*ioa  of  the  Gurernment. 


The  effect  of  the  present  movement,  then,  is  to  over- 
turn the  plan  of  those  who  put  down  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Stalest  and  to  subs(itule  for  the  national  gold  cur- 
rency, which  they  promised  theeountry,  the  actual  paper 
currencies  of  all  the  States  and  Tenitotieaof  the  Union. 
I'his  is  the  effect  of  the  movementi  and  the  quealion  now 
is,  will  the  Senate  put  down  gold—ftv  gold  can  never 
live  in  such  company — and  adopt  all  these  currenoiesF 
Passing  by  the  constitutional  objection,  as  too  c^viunsto 
need  enforcement,  and  too  often  invoked  without  effect, 
Mr.  B.  would  endeavor  to  address  himself  practically  to 
the  sense  of  the  Senate,  by  showing  them  the  mats  of 
the  evil  which  it  was  proposed  to  assume.  Here  it  ia, 
•aid  he,  (holdiag  up  ■  copy  of  Bioknell'i  Counterfrit 
Detector.)  Here  it  is;  a  httle  volume  of  33  pages^  the 
first  six  containing  twelve  columns  oftbe  names  of  banks, 
alphabetically  arranged  by  States  snd  Territuriea,  (Mis- 
souri and  Arkansas  the  only  names  not  in  the  list,)  and 
each  column  containing  about  eighty  names.  The  re- 
maining 36  pages  are  filled  with  the  description  of  the 
illegitimate  progeny  of  titese  banks;  that  is  to  say,  with  a 
frightful  and  sickening  exhibition  of  fbrgeriea.  Here» 
then,  ia  near  one  tboiuand  banks— probably  upwards  of 
a  thousand  by  this  tiine—wboce  promliaory  notes  are  to 
be  put  on  an  equal  footing  with  gold  and  ulver  at  the 
land  offices,  cuatoin*houses,  and  post  offices,  of  the 
United  Slalesi  and  which,  beingon  an  equal  footing,  will 
soon  have  the  upper  hand,  and  have  all  the  cuatom- 
houses,  land  offices,  and  poat  offices^  to  theouelves;  for 
gold  and  silver  will  never  go  where  they  go,  and  will 
.  never  abide  where  tliey  siyourn. 

We  are  called  upon  (aaid  Hr.  B- )  to  adopt  this  wilder- 
ness of  banks  as  fumishers  of  currency  to  the  Federal 
Government,  to  accept  their  paper  promites  to  pay  gidd 
and  silver,  in  lieu  of  gold  and  silver;  and  thus  to  make 
them  the  coiners,  not  of  money,  but  of  paper,  fur  the 
Federal  Government,  and  to  enable  them  to  siiprrsede 
the  constitutional  coinage  of  (he  United  States.  He  did 
not  enter  into  the  question  how  hr  the  Slates,  each  for 
itself,  might  authorize  paper  currency;  that  is  not  the 
question  now,  but  whether  the  Federal  Government ahall 
adopt  as  its  own  all  the  paper  currenoiea  of  all  the  States 
and  Territories?  This  u  what  we  are  called  upon  to  do; 
and  by  whom'  Certainly  (here  may  be  some  very  disin- 
teresled  and  very  patriotic  men  ao  calling;  hut,  more  cer- 
tainly, there  are  four  deeply  intereated  claaaea  so  calling, 
and  viubly  seen  at  (be  head  of  the  movement.  Tbeae 
classes  were,  1.  The  apeeulitora,  who  wuit  bank  loans 
and  bank  bcilities,  to  enable  them  to  outbid  the  setllera, 
and  to  monopolize  (lie  choicest  lands.  3.  The  local 
banks,  who  want  the  national  domain  as  a  capital  lobank 
upon,  and  to  give  credit  and  circulation  to  their  notes  in 
all  the  new  States.  3.  Politicians  out  of  power,  who 
foresee,  in  tha  reception  of  this  local  paper,  the  ruin  of 
the  finances;  and  in  that  ruin  foresee,  also,  the  downfall 
of  ihoae  now  in  power,  and  the  elevation  of  themselves. 
4.  The  Bank  the  United  States,  which  foresees  like- 
wise, in  the  same  ruin,  its  own  resuscitation  t  and  wIiIcIh 
pending  that  event,  has  gone  into  abeyance  under  a 
State  charter,  tu  be  ready  fur  the  occasion.  These  were 
the  claues  whose  clamors  against  the  Treasury  order  had 
atunned  the  public  ear;  these  were  the  classes  who  de- 
nounced the  President;  these  were  the  ctasses  who  de- 
mand the  Instant  reaeision  of  that  order.  As  one  of 
those  who  had  contributed  to  put  down  tlie  Bank  <^  the 
United  States,  ind  who  had  promised  a  restoration  of 
the  gold  currency,  Mr.  B.  must  be  permitted  to  make 
head  against  this  movement,  which  goes  to  re-eslablith 
that  bank,  and  to  suppress  that  golden  currency. 

Having  stated  (he  number  of  the  banks  of  tlie  United 
Stales,  he  would  say  a  word  as  to  their  reputed  capitals 
and  cirtulation.  Thecharlrred  capital  waaeomputed  at 
near  one  Ihovsand  oriUions  of  ^''^^^^'j'^B  MpitBl 
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vas  «t»(ed  at  three  hundred  and  twenty-6T«  m'lllionat  the 
chartered  rivht  to  iaxue  paper  money  exceeded  one 
thousand  milTiomi  and  the  sctual  circalation  was  compu- 
ted at  one  hundred  and  thirty  millions.  Now,  all  the 
■peeie  in  the  eonntry  is  computed  at  seventy-fiTe  mil- 
Kona,  and  all  in  the  banks  at  fnrty-fire  millionst  ao  that 
the  reputed  paid-up  capital  is  four  times  greater  than  all 
the  apecie  in  the  country,  and  seven  iimea  greater  than 
all  the  ^>ccie  the  banks  possras.  Mr.  B.  did  not  pretend 
that  the  banks  dunild  always  have  all  their  capital  in 
their  handsi  but  he  did  innot  that  it  must  be  in  the  coun- 
try, ao  that,  vhen  needed,  it  could  be  had.  The  repu- 
ted paidmp  capital  la  not  in  the  country,  by  a  difference 
of  four  to  one;  so  that  the  hct  stands  revealed  that  a 
^reat  proportion  of  these  banks  are  banking  on  stock 
notes  and  on  each  other's  notes;  and  the  stockholders 
not  being  liable,  the  foundations  of  a  great  number  of 
these  banks  must  be..4niso1td  ind  delusive;  entirely  un- 
safe for  the  community  (o  rely  upon;  and  that  it  would 
be  a  cruel  thing  for  the  Federal  Oovernnent,  by  in- 
creaaing  iheir  credit,  to  extend  the  apliere  of  their  cir- 
cuUtton,  and  to  enlarge  the  vortex  of  their  mt«chief  when 
the  day  comes  to  which  all  unsolid  banks  are  daily  liable. 

Hr.  B.sald  that  we  had  borrowed  the  paper  sj'slem 
from  England,  and  from  the  Adam  Smith  school,  whose 
work  on  political  economy  had  appeared  about  the  close 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and  created  that  passion  for 
banking  whfcb  baa  since  prevailed  in  Great  Brilain  and 
Mir  America.  He  would  show  that  the  English  repre- 
■entativei  of  that  school  are  now  convinced  of  their  t-r- 
ror,  and  are  endeavoring  to  extricate  the  country  from 
all  banks  of  issue  except  that  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
for  ibe  solvency  of  which  the  Government  of  Great  Brit- 
ain stands  security  to  the  whole  amount  of  it  capital. 
Repeating  that  we  had  borrowed  the  paper  system  from 
Cremt  Britain,  Hr.  B  had  two  remarks  to  make  upon  it: 
first,  that  banking  with  us  was  on  a  far  more  unsafe  foot- 
ing than  in  Ureat  Britaint  secondly,  that  the  banks  of  is- 
sue were  found  to  be  loo  nnsaf^  to  be  longer  tolerated 
there.  He  procerdrdtn  show  the  foundations  on  which 
be  made  these  assertions,  and  afterwards  to  make  a 
practical  application  of  his  remarks  to  the  question  be- 
fore the  Senate. 

First,  thai  banking  in  the  United  Stales  was  on  a  more 
anaafe  footing  than  m  Great  Britain.  There  was  a  fun- 
damental difference,  he  said,  between  classes  of  t»nks. 
In  Great  Brilain  there  were  two  classes:  one  of  discount, 
depoaite,  and  exchange;  another  of  circubtion.  This 
latter  class  was  the  only  one  existing  in  the  United 
Btatea,  and  it  was  from  it  that  all  the  public  evils  of 
banking  flowed.  Here,  then,  wan  a  radical  difference 
between  the  sjrstems  of  banking  in  (he  two  countries; 
the  British  qrstem  having  the  two  speeiea  of  banks,  and 
ibe  Aowriean  ssratem  having  but  one,  and  that  the  dan- 
^rout  cme.  Confining  his  remarks,  then,  to  the  class 
common  lo  the  two  countries,  (banks  of  issue, )  be  would 
abow  ih>t  this  class  is  on  a  far  more  unsafe  footing  in  the 
United  SUtes  than  in  Great  Britain.  The  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, he  said,  was  backed  by  the  Govcrnmeut  of  Great 
Britain  for  its  debts  and  capital.  The  notes  of  the  insti- 
tation  were  a  legal  tender  to  the  Governmentt  and  in  a 
Government  whose  annual  taxes  are  two  hundred  and 
fifty  nriliions'of  dollars,  the  legal  receivabtlil^  of  notes  to 
this  amount  is  a  fiind  for  the  redemption  of^more  notes 
than  the  Bank  of  England  ever  had  in  circultition.  Her 
btghesi  issue,  during  the  suspension  of  specie  payments 
and  issue  of  one  and  two-pound  notes,  was  twcnly-nine 
Billiorw  and  a  half  poumU  sterlingr,  say  #146,000,000. 
Her  issues  since  the  resumption  of  specie  payments  snd 
suppression  of  one  and  two-pound  notes,  hs^,  in  a  period 
of  six  yean*,  anterior  to  1832,  ranged  from  18,000,000  to 
£33,00(VO0Oateriing,  belngahout  100,000,000  of  dollars. 
The  ia«t  to  the  Gorenimcnt,  then,  would  abaorb  them. 


though  at  a  loss  to  all  holders  who  did  not  owe  to  the 
Government  ihe  amount  of  what  they  held.  This  was 
gome  security  for  the  notes  of  the  bank)  bul  there  waa 
another  and  a  j^rcater  security,  and  this  lay  in  the  di- 
rect responsibility  of  the  Government  for  the  whole 
amount  of  the  capital  of  the  bank.  The  capital  of  that 
bank  consisted  of  successive  loans  to  the  Gi>vernment, 
commencing  in  1691  in  a  loan  of  iSl,300,000  sterling, 
and  continued  by  additional  loans,  at  different  periods, 
until  it  amounta  lo  £14,686,000,  and  bearing  an  interest 
all  the  time  at  three  per  cent,  per  annum.  This  is  now 
the  capital  of  the  bank,  and  the  debt  of  the  Government 
to  Ihe  bank,  and  the  amount  of  the  Government's  direct 
securiiyship  for  the  liabilities  of  the  institution.  No  such 
Government  security  as  this  has  existed,  or  can  exist,  in 
our  coimtryi  and  even  with  it  the  Bank  of  England  has 
twice  suspended  specie  payments,  and  once  for  twenty 
yeari',  besides  inflicting  the  ordinary  evils  of  banking 
upon  the  Government  and  the  country. 

Proceeding  to  what  are  called  the  country  banks  in 
England,  Mr.  B.  showed  that  they  were  on  a  safer  foot- 
ingihan  the  localbanksof  the  United  Slates.  In  tbefirst 
plirce,  the  partners  andjstock holders  were  each  liable,  in 
his  person  and  property,  for  the  whole  amount  of  the 
debts  of  the  institution;  and  this  liabilily  continued  in  the 
case  of  joint-stock  partnerships  until  three  years  afier  a 
partner  h*d  ceased  lo  belong  to  the  institution,  for  every 
thing  done  while  he  was  a  member  of  it.  In  the  next 
place,  the  English  banks  issue  no  note  under  £5,  which 
is  both  a  check  upon  their  circulalion,  and  a  diminution 
of  the  danger  of  losses  to  Ihe  community.  In  England, 
every  note  bore  a  Government  stamp,  and  paid  a  tax, 
which  was  also  some  restraint  on  issues.  The  mode  of 
payment  was  another,  as  silver  was  only  a  tender  lo  the 
amount  of  forty  sliillingSi  so  that  country  bank  notes 
could  only  be  paid  in  gold  or  bank  of  England  notes, 
and  these  latter  could  only  be  paid  in  goldi  so  thai,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  gold  was  Ihe  fond  of  redemption  for 
the  whole  English  circulation,  which  was  a  far  greater 
check  upon  bank  issues  than  silver.  In  the  last  place, 
forgeries  could  be  punished  and  restrained  iti  England, 
and  can  hardly  be  punished  or  restrained  in  the  United 
States.  The  extent  of  our  country,  and  the  independ- 
ence of  the  States  and  their  jiiHiciaries,  inlerpoae  effectu- 
al barriers  against  the  punishment  offorgeries  in  one  State 
upi>n  the  paper  of  other  and  distant  States.  Tliese  dif- 
ferences, continued  Mr.  B.,  show  that  banking  is  on  a 
lesi  dangerous  footing  in  Great  Britain  tlian  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and,  now,  what  is  the  result  of  experience 
there?  It  is  fifty  years  since  the  Adam  Smith  school  es- 
tablished Iheir  perfect  idea  of  a  paper  system,  and 
brought  into  general  use  those  banks  of  issue  on  which 
they  lavished  all  the  holiday  phrases  still  in  vogue  in  the 
United  States:  Well  regulated  specie-paying  banks— 
properly  constructed  specie-paying  banks— -duly  restrict- 
ed specie-paying  hsnks— safe'  snd  solid  specie-paying 
banks."  It  is  fifiy  years  s-nce  these  phrases  ruled  the 
lefjinlalion  of  Great  Britain;  and  what  is  the  lesson  which 
fifty  years*  experience  has  taught?  Mr.  B.  would  not 
answer  this  question  from  the  writings  of  Ihe  anti-paper 
school,  nor  even  from  the  bullion  school  of  England)  he 
would  answer  it  from  the  Adam  Smith  school  itself— 
from  the  writhig*  of  Mr.  McCullooh,  professor  of  politi- 
cal economy  in  the  University  of  London,  and  the  pres. 
ent  head  of  the  Adam  Smith  school,  whose  work  he  has 
recently  edited,  with  a  volume  of  notes,  lo  show  what 
has  happened  since  the  time  of  Dr.  Smith,  and  what  im- 
provements the  paper  system  required  in  England.  Mr. 
II.  read  the  title  of  one  of  his  chapters,  and  some  pas- 
sages from  the  chapter  itself.  This  is  the  title  or  index 
to  the  contents  of  the  chapter: 

*'  Quantity  of  Bank  of  Bnglarnkpap^r  afloat  at  differ- 
ent  pertodst  efi'cet*  p»i|iiMdi  8tnVtlHAd)0k^@nks  by 
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ft  contrtetion  of  the  iMuei  of  the  Btnk  of  EnKUnd;  de- 
•truction  of  country  bank  paper  in  1814i  ISl^i  1816, 
abo  in  1835  and  I836(  meanirei  propoaed  in  1836  for 
improving  the  atite  of  the  eurrencyt  remarkton  thoae 
measureif  proposala  for  taking  security  from  cbuniry 
banks;  advanti^a  that  would  result  from  carrying  this 
proposal  into  effect  t  ubjcetiani  to  it  examined  and  an- 
•rered." 

Mr.  B.  then  read  aome  paatagea  from  the  chapter  itaelf, 
regretting  the  neceaiity  which  limited  hho  to  few  and 
bnef  exlraetit 

1.  Pmi«  1793.— <*  The  extended  transactions  of 
the  country  required  fresh  facilities  for  carrying  'them 
oni  and,  in  consequence,  a  bank  was  erected  in  evrry 
market  town,  and  in  almost  every  village.  To  force 
their  paper  into  circulation  was  the  object  of  all.  The 
cataalropbe  which  followed  was  nicb  as  might  have  been 
fureieen.  The  currency  having  become  redundant,  the 
exchanges  took  an  unfiivorable  turn  in  the  early  part  of 
1793;  and  the  Bank  of  England  having  been,  in  conse- 
quence, obliged  to  narrow  hrr  issues,  a  most  violent  re- 
vulsion took  place  in  the  end  of  that  year  and  beginning 
of  1793.  The  failure  of  one  or  two  great  houses  ex- 
cited a  panic,  which  proved  fatal  to  myriads  more. 
When  this  revulsion  began,  there  were,  it  is  supposed, 
•bout  350  country  banks  in  England  and  Walesf  of 
which  about  100  were  compelled  to  stop  payment,  and 
upwards  of  50  more  were  totally  destroyed,  producing 
by  their  fall  an  extent  of  misery  and  bankruptcy  that 
had  been,  until  then,  unknown  in  England.*' 

S.  Panic  of  1813  "  (Jp  to  1813  there  were  banka  in 

almost  all  parts  of  England,  forcing  their  paper  into  cir- 
culation at  an  enormous  expense  to  themselves.  The 
price  of  com  had  risen  to  an  extraordinary  height  in 
1813,  and  fell  in  the  beginning  of  1814.  Thu  fall  pro- 
duced a  want  of  confidence,  and  an  alarm  among  the 
country  bsnkera  and  their  customers!  and  such  a  de- 
atruction  of  country  paper  took  place  as  has  not  been 
paralleled,  except  only  by  the  revulsion  in  1825.  By 
1816,  no  fewer  than  340  country  banks  had  stopped  pay- 
ments, and  93  commisiiona  of  bankruptcy  were  issued 
by  these  establishments.  The  failures  that  then  occur- 
red were  the  more  distressing  at  they  chiefly  affecled 
the  Industrious  and  poorer  cluses,  and  frequently  swal- 
lowed up,  in  an  inatanl,  the  fruits  of  a  long  life  of  la- 
borious exertion.  Thuusandg  upon  thousands,  who  had 
considered  themselves  afflueni,  found  they  were  desti- 
tute of  all  real  property,  and  sunk,  as  if  by  enchantment, 
and  without  any  uult  of  their  own,  into  the  abyss  of 
poverty.  Tlie  universality  of  the  v'retehedness  and  mis- 
ery-had never  been  equalled,  perhaps,  except  by  the 
breaking  up  of  the  Mississippi  scheme  in  Prance." 

3.  PoHco^  1835.^"Nations  are  alow  and  reluctant  . 
learners}  and  it  seems  as  if  additionil  experience  bad 
been  necessary  to  convince  the  Parliament  and  people 
of  Enftland  that  there  was  any  thing  defective  in  a  sys- 
tem which  hsd,  in  two  previous  instances,  deluged  the 
country  with  bankruptcyi  and  which  enables  every  in- 
dividual however  poor  and  unprincipled,  who  chooses  < 
to  open  ft  money  shop,  to  iuoe  notes  to  serve  as  curren- 
cy in  the  ordinary  iransacttons  of  society!  A  rise  of 
prices  and  a  rage  for  speculation  took  pUce  in  1834-'35. 
Many  of  the  country  bankers  seemed  to  have  no  other 
object  than  to  get  themselves  indebted  to  the  public]  and 
such  was  the  vigor  and  success  of  their  efforts  to  get 
tlieir  paper  into  circulation,  that  the  amount  of  it  sfloat 
in  1835  waa  estimated  to  be  near  fifty  per  cent,  greater 
than  the  amount  afloat  in  1833.  The  eoniequence  of 
this  extravagant  and  unprincipled,conduct  is  well  known. 
Tlie  currency  became  redundant,  exchange  began  to  de- 
cline, and  a  heavy  drain  for  bullion  compelled  the  Bank 
of  Enf^and  to  lessen  her  issues.  This  was  the  signal  for 
the  repetition  of  the  tragedy  of  1793>  but  t»  a  ouieh 
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larger  and  more  magnificent  scale,  and  with  more  de- 
structive eonieqiiences.  Sentvequiptut!  Save  biioaelf 
who  can!  was  the  universal  cry.  And  the  destruction 
of  country  paper  waa  ao  sudden  and  exeesrive  that  in 
leas  than  six  weeks  above  70  banking  estabnafamenti 
were  swept  off," 

This  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  Mr.  HcCulloch'a  account  of  the 
three  per  cent,  system  earthquakea  which  have  takes 
place  since  the  time  of  Adam  Smith,  maugre  all  his  fine 
phraaea  about  specie-paying  banks,  and  bank  notes 
equivalent  to  gold,  and  convertible  into  gold  at  the  wiH 
of  the  holder.  Three  times  in  twenty-five  yeara  has  the 
whole  blown  up!  to  say  nothing  of  the  crisis  of  17S>7, 
and  the  numerous  small  panics  and  individual  ezplcMions 
which  have  filled  up  tlie  intervals  between  the  targe 
ones.  The  result  is  a  conviction  that  banks  of  issue 
must  be  suppressed,  directly  or  indirectly,  all  over  Eng- 
land. The  mode  propoaed,  is  to  require  aecurity  from 
them  in  addition  to  their  individual  liability,  and  that  not  • 
the  persona)  security  of  men,  but  the  real  secnrity  of 
lands  mortgnged  or  Government  stock  pledged.  Hera 
is  an  extract  from  McCulloch  on  this  point: 

*'  Whatever  bank  notes  may  be  in  law,  they  are  prac- 
tically, and  in  fact,  a  legal  tender.  The  great  maaa  of 
the  people  are  totally  without  the  power  to  reftise  them. 
The  currency  of  many  extensive  districts  eonsists  Mmcat 
entirely  of  country  noteit  and  sach  mmH  farmers,  trades- 
men, or  laborers^  as  sbouM  refuse  to  take  them,  would  be 
(bilged  to  migrate  elsewhere.  There  cannot,  therefore, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  be  the  shadnw  of  a  doubt  that  this  ia 
a  case  in  which  Government  is  imperiously  called  upon  to 
interfere.  We  have  sustained  incomparably  more  mis- 
chief from  the  issue  of  spurious  paper  than  from  that 
base  eoinf  and  in  order  to  obviate  such  niscbief  in  fu- 
ture, and  to  give  that  security  to  the  public  which  is  so 
essential,  we  nave,  as  was  obverved  before,  no  alterna- 
tive, but  either  to  stippreas  country  notes  allogelher,  or 
to  require  security  from  the  issuers."  •  •  •  *'  In  tba 
case  uf  Bank  of  England  notes,  a  ffuarantee  is  taken  by 
the  Government  fur  the  notes  which  the  bank  iasoesi 
and  the  whole  capital  of  the  bank  muat  be  loit  before 
the  holders  of  the  notes  can  be  sufferers.  Why  is  not 
the  atme  principle  followed  with  respect  to  country 
banksf  What  (Aijection  can  there  be  against  requiring  of 
those  who  take  upon  themselves  the  office  of  furnishing 
the  country  with  a  circulating  medium,  to  depoaite  with 
Government  an  adequate  security  for  the  performance 
of  their  engagrments^  In  the  use  of  money  every  one 
is  a  traderi  those  whose  habits  and  pursuits  are  little 
suited  to  explore  thtf  mechanism  of  trade,  are  obliged  to 
make  use  of  money,  and  are  no  way  qualified  to  ascer- 
tain the  solidity  of  the  diffierent  banka  whose  paper  is  ia 
circulationi  accordingly,  we  find  that  men  Kving  on  limit- 
ed incomes,  women,  laborers,  and  mecbanlca  of  all  de- 
scriptions, are  oHen  severe  aufft-rera  by  the  failure  of  the 
country  banks,  which  have  Utely  become  frequent  be- 
yond example.  Against  this  mischief  the  public  should 
be  protected  by  requiring  of  every  country  bank  (that 
is  to  say,  exery  bsnk  except  the  Bank  of  England,  for 
which  Uie  Government  is  security  to  the  wliole  amount  of 
its  capital)  to  depoaite  with  Government,  or  with  com- 
missioners appointed  for  that  purpoae,  funded  property, 
or  other  Government  security,  in  some  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  their  issues.  No  establishment  for  the  iasue 
of  notes  could  then  exist,  unleu  it  had  been  set  on  foot 
by  individuals  possessed  of  adequate  capital.  And  adven. 
turera,  speculating  on  the  funds  of  others,  and  Parpens 
anxioua  to  get  themselves  indebted  to  the  publie»  would 
find  that  banking  wu  no  longer  a  field  on  which  they 
could  advantageously  enter.*' 

Hr.  B.  would  economise  time  and  words,  and  pro* 
ceed  to  the  practical  appUcation  otj^ftMn  extmcts  from 
the  present  fiesd  of  the  ^PeT^^^Mg  R«^- 
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It  b  a  Mrrender  and  propoied  nipprcMton  of  all  btnkt 
of  imie  except  the  Bank  of  England,  for  which  the 
BrtlMi  Government  is  the  Mcurity  and  the  responiible 
backer.  Thb  is  what  the  ori^nal  of  our  paper  syitem, 
and  a  br  safer  system  than  ours,  has  ■come  to  in  Enrland ! 
GiTen  up  and  proscribed  by  the  school  that  Tounded  it, 
aad  that  school  more  seriously  engaged  now  in  putting 
down  Ihttr  system  than  they  were  fifty  years  ago  in 
foanding  It.  And  what  is  the  state  f»f  things  with  usF 
MM  only  an  appalling  extension  of  the  paper  system 
through  the  annual  bank  incorporations  of  nearly  thirty 
Legislatures,  State  and  Territoriat,  but  this  attempt  now 
mde  ID  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  compel  the 
adoption  of  all  the  State  and  Territorial  paper  systems, 
czistinf  or  to  ezis',  b^  the  Federal  GoTernment,  and 
thus  to  make  out  of  this  mitltifarious  mass  a  national  pa- 
per  currency.  Tb'nistbeefrecttand,  without  disturbing 
the  Sutes  in  the  use  ortbu  paper  thenuelTei^  Mr.  B.  con- 
'iaed  himself  to  the  question  before  the  Seiute,  namely, 
the  adoption  of  the  whole  of  it  for  the  currency  of  the 
Federal  Gorernment.  To  this  he  had  insuperable  and  in- 
exorable objections,  founded,  first,  upon  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and,  next,  upon  the  unspeakable 
nuschiefs  of  (he  scheme.  On  the  constitutional  point  he 
woaU  be  brief,  limiting  himself  to  the  words  of  the  in- 
itnineni,  and  to  Mr.  Hadison's  commentary. 

The  eonstitulion  says:  Congress  shall  have  power — 
**To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  (hereof,  and  of 
foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  meas- 
urea." 

"  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the 
securities  and  current  coin  of  the  United  States." 

"  No  State  shall  coin  money  i  emit  bills  of  credit;  make 
any  thing  but  fold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of 
debu." 

Mr.  Madison,  in  No.  41  of  ;he  FfderaVist,  says: 
**The  loss  which  America  has  sustained  ilnce  the 
peace,  from  the  pestilent  effects  of  paper  money  on  the 
aecesMry  confidence  between  man  and  mani  on  the  ne- 
ec«ary  confidence  in  the  public  councils;  on  the  indus- 
try and  morals  of  the  people,  and  on  the  character  of  re. 
pwlican  government,  constitutes  an  enormous  debt 
■gainst  the  States,  chargeable  with  this  unadvised  meas- 
ure, which  must  long  remain  nnsatisfiedt  or,  rather,  an 
accuraalation  of  guilt,  which  ean  be  expiated  no  other- 
wise than  by  a  voluntary  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  justice 
of  the  power  which  has  been  the  instrument  of  it.  In 
addition  to  these  persuasive  consideration*,  it  may  be  ob- 
served that  the  same  reasons  which  show  the  necessity 
of  denying  to  the  States  the  power  of  regulating  coin, 
prove,  with  equal  force,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  at  lib- 
er^ to  substitute  a  paper  medium  in  the  place  of  coin. 
*  *  *  The  power  to  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  ail- 
Ter  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts  is  withdrawn  from  Itie 
Slates^  on  the  same  prindple  with  that  of  issuing  a  paper 
currency." 

Resting  the  constitutional  objection  to  this  adoption  of 
the  State  psper  currencies  for  (he  currency  of  the  Feder. 
■I  Govemuient  where  the  constitution  and  Mr.  Madison 
bad  pot  it,  and  merely  referring  to  the  great  revenue 
acts  of  1789  and  1800,  for  the  correct  exposition  of  the 
conctKotion,  In  limiting  the  receipts  for  the  customs  and 
the  hnds  to  "gold  and  silver  coin  only,"  and  "to  specie 
or  evidences  of  the  public  debt,"  Mr.  B.  wouldatate  the 
beads,  and  the  heads  only,  of  (he  objections  to  the  ex- 
pediem^  of  (he  measure.  Premising  that  wliat  the 
Goverameot  received,  as  cash,  would  have  to  be  paid 
out  as  cash,  and  that,  if  local  paper  was  received  at  all, 
k  wcHild  soon  be  rroeived  totally,  and  to  the  exclusion  of 
specie,  and  that  local  paper  would  thus  become  the 
actual  currency  of  the  Government  and  the  country, 
-until  relieved  from  it  by  a  general  explosion,  Mr.  B- 
vent  on  to  enumerate  the  practical  crib  ofsutih  ao  un- 
cofMitntioml  currency. 


1.  T%i  datruetion  of  Ike  itandard  or  mamre  of  value. 
Paper  money  neither  Is,  ever  was,  or  ever  can  he,  a 
standard  of  value,  lis  quantity  varies  at  the  will  of  roan, 
or  rather  at  the  will  of  each  of  the  tliousand  Neptunes 
who  preside  over  the  ocean  of  paper)  and  not  only  at 
their  will,  but  without  their  will,  in  the  mere  impru- 
dence or  folly  of  those  who  direct  paper  issues,  and  the 
thousand  causes  which  operate  upon  the  expanoion  and 
contrsction  of  banks.  The  standard,  or  measure  of 
value,  is  at  this  moment  materially  altered  In  the  United 
States.  This  is  seen  in  the  increased  price  of  every 
article  which  depends  for  its  price  upon  the  domestic 
marketi  and  it  is  proved  by  the  stationary  or  reduced 
price  of  every  article  which  depended  for  its  price  on 
foreign  markets.  Cotton  and  tobacco  were  in  this  latter 
cUbb,  and  had  not  risen,  but  rather  fallen  j  all  articles  of 
home  use  and  consumption  were  in  the  former,  and  all 
had  risen,  some  one  half,  some  double.  The  precious 
mct«K  from  their  uniformity  of  produetioii,'diRicuIty  of 
suddenly  and  violently  chsngingthe  quantity  and  intrinwc 
value  all  over  the  world,  can  alone  make  a  standard  nr 
measure  of  value.  Our  constitution  has  guarantied  that 
8tan<)ard  to  ust  tnd  it  is  our  sacred  duty  to  preserve  it. 
Mr.  R.  finished  his  remarks  on  this  point  with  a  quota- 
tion from  Mr.  McCuHoeh,  preferring  his  authority  to 
others,  because  he  was  of  the  paper  system  school, 
though  now  limiting  his  system  to  the  Bank  of  England 
only: 

"No  doubt  has  ever  been  insinuated  with  respect  to 
the  expediency  of  the  regulations  by  which  all  weights 
and  measures  of  the  same  denomination  are  rendered 
equal.  But  money  is  not  a  commodity  merelyi  it  is  also 
the  standard  or  measure,  adopted  by  society,  by  which 
to  estimate  and  compare  the  value  of  every  thing 
rise  that  is  botight  and  sold;  and  if  it  be,  as  it  most  un- 
doiibierlly  Is,  the  duty  of  Government  to  adopt  every 
practicable  means  for  rendering  all  foot-rules  of  the 
same  length,  and  all  bushels  of  the  same  capacity,  it 
must  be  still  more  incumbent  upon  it  to  omit  nothing  to 
render  money,  or  the  measure  of  value,  a  measure  which 
iit,  beyond  all  question,  the  moat  important  of  any  used 
in  society,  unimrm  or  steady  in  its  value.'* 

3.  Unirv.  Tlils,  he  said,  wu  a  direct  effect  of  paper 
money.  The  more  banks  of  Issue,  the  higher  the  rate 
ofinterest.  Common  bank  interest  inthe  United  States 
is  seven  per  cent,  or  more,  which  is  double  the  rate  of 
interest  in  Holland,  where  there  is  no  paper.  But  com- 
mon interest  is  nothing  compared  to  the  usury  which  en- 
sues great  banking,  and  which  becuines  enormous  when 
banks,  from  necessity  or  mischief,  stop  discounts,  and 
throw  borrowers  upon  money  dealers,  lliree  per  cent, 
discount  per  month  is  then  the  order  «f  ihtngst  and  this 
may  now  be  seen  in  Philadelphia,  where  the  United 
States  Bank,  with  its  thirty-five  millions  capiul,  on  he- 
coming  a  State  institution,  was  (o  fill  the  Slate  with 
money,  and  reduce  interest  to  five  per  cent.  But  that 
bank  does  lend  to  some  borrowers  at  five  per  cent,  or 
less.  Tlie  correspondence  of  the  commisMoners  em. 
ployed  in  examining  Uie  state  of  the  bank,  preparatory 
to  the  settlement  of  the  value  of  the  United  Stales  stock, 
shows  a  mass  of  loans,  to  the  amount  of  twenty-three 
millions  of  dollars,  on  extended  or  indefinite  time,  and 
at  rates  from  4^,  5,  5},  to  6  per  cent,  per  annum.  No 
doubt  many  nf  the  three  per  cent,  per  month  borrowers 
get  their  supplies  from  a  part  nf  these  loans. 

3.  PanicM,  eonmltiotw,  and  tloppages. — These  (said 
Mr.  B.)  are  inherent  in  the  paper  systeia.  They  take 
place  in  England  in  defiance  of  all  power  in  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  banks  themselves  to  keep  them  down- 
There,  no  panics  are  perpetrated  to  acoui^e  the  coun* 
try  or  to  overset  the  Government,  save  and  except  the 
two  political  ones  lately  seen—Mr^'ConnorV  and  the 
one  <furing  the  interregi^ui^^oj  ^Ltg^gfijjgf (wnistr* 
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tion.  But  here,  pinici  ire  tlie  ret;iilar  work  of  banks 
and  politicians,  an']  are  now  looked  fur  whenever  an 
important  election  ia  depending,  or  Congrew  ii  to  be  ex- 
cited . 

4.  The  ezpmte  qf  the  paper  xytfem. --This  waa  proba- 
bly greater  at  present  than  the  expense*  of  the  Federal 
Government,  and  the  whole  a  tax  upon  the  productive 
clauea.  The  number  of  banks  was  about  one  thousand; 
each  bank  had  its  officers,  and  they  their  iaUries;  each 
had  its  stockholdem,  and  they  their  profits.  Then  came 
losses  for  broken  banks,  counterreitH,  and  depreciated 
paper,  and  changes  in  Ih;  value  of  property  from  ex- 
pansions  and  conlracliuns  of  the  currency.  These  ex- 
penses and  losaei  were  the  price  paid  by  the  people  for 
«  paper  currency,  when  (hey  can  get  conatilutional  cur- 
rency from  the  m'lnts,  without  paying  ailariea,  furnishing 
profits,  or  sustiLining  lotsc^  if  paper  was  checked  and 
confined  to  large  notes. 

5.  Sfoeft  gambling,  furgeriea,  banithment  of  all  gold 
end  silver,  were  all  great  evils  inherent  in  (he  paper 
system,  and  too  obvious  (o  tired,  or  even  endure,  com- 
mentary. Mr.  B.,  therefore,  barely  named  them,  and 
left  every  one'a  knowledge  and  memory  to  do  the  reat. 

Mr.  B.  approached  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks  on 
this  great  subject.  It  was,  indeed,  a  great  subject,  in- 
volving that  momentous  question,  the  naiional  currency. 
The  Treasury  order  was  a  measure  of  regulation  upon 
the  State  banks,  intemled  to  save  tlie  financts  and  the 
currency,  as  well  as  the  public  lauds.  The  bank  of  the 
United  States  regulatc-d  the  State  banks  by  the  simple 
pnietsa  of  exctu'liitg  their  paper  from  the  Federal  re- 
ceipts and  expeiiditurest  and  this  was  edVcted  by  the 
S4th  and  25th  articles  uf  the  by-laws  of  the  corporation 
a'ready  read.  She  excluded  them  to  make  room  for  her 
own  notes;  and  this  waa  the  extent  of  her  Kkill  and  of 
licr  merit  in  all  this  boasted  regulation  of  local  curren- 
ciea  of  which  we  hear  to  much.  The  Federal  Giivern- 
ment  has  only  to  do  the  same,  and  the  State  bank  issues 
arc  repelled  upon  their  sources,  and  become  eumpara- 
tively  harmless.  It  is  receivabilily  for  federal  dues;  it 
is  receivability  at  the  land  offices,  custom-houses,  and 
post  officer,  *  hich  gives  them  wings  to  fly  over  the  con- 
tinent, and  enables  ihem  to  pasn,  without  regard  to  the 
credit  or  solvency  of  the  bank  from  which  they  come. 
It  is  the  Fedetal  Government  endornement  which  does 
llie  miachiel'i  and  this  endorsement,  fur  all  the  purposes 
of  false  credit  atul  want  of  responsibility,  is  given  to  the 
whole  iMue  of  every  bank  whose  paper  is  nude  receiv- 
able for  public  dues.  The  experiment  has  been  tried, 
and  Irtcal  paper  has  failed  as  a  natioital  currency,  and 
out  of  that  f4ilure  arose  the  second  United  Stutes  Bank. 
It  will  fail  af;ain,  and  again,  and  forever!  There  is  no 
safiHy  for  the  federjl  revenues  but  in  the  total  exclusion 
»r  local  paper,  and  that  from  every  branch  of  the  reve- 
nu"— custom^  hniK  and  post  office.  There  in  no  safe, 
ty  for  the  national  finances  but  in  the  constitutional  me- 
dium of  gold  and  silver.  After  forty  years  of  wandering 
in  the  wilderness  of  paper  money,  we  have  approached 
the  confines  of  the  constitutional  medium.  Seventy-five 
millions  of  specie  in  the  country,  with  ilie  prospect  of 
annual  increise  uf  ten  or  twelve  millions  for  the  next 
four  years,  three  branch  mints  to  commence  next  spring, 
and  the  complete  restoration  of  the  gold  currency,  an- 
nounce the  fluccen  of  Preaident  Jackson's  ^reat  meas- 
urea  for  the  reform  of  the  currency,  and  vmdicate  the 
constitution  from  the  libel  of  having  prescribed  an  im- 
practicable currency.  The  success  is  complete;  and 
there  is  no  a-ay  to  thwait  It,  but  to  put  down  tt.c  Treas- 
ury order,  and  to  reopen  the  public  lands  to  the  inunda- 
tion of  paper  money.  Of  this,  it  is  not  to  be  dissem- 
bled, there  is  great  danger.  Four  dcej>'y  interested 
clashes  are  at  work  to  do  it — speculators,  local  banks, 
Uaited  SUles  Bunk,  and  politicians  out  of  pow  cr.  1'hey 


may  succeed,  but  he  (Hr.  B.)  would  not  despair.  The 
darkest  hour  of  night  ia  just  before  the  break  of  dayi 
and,  through  the  gloom  aliead,  he  saw  the  bright  vision 
of  the  constitutional  currency  erect,  radiant,  and  victori- 
ouf.  Through  regulation  or  explosion  aucceas  must 
eventually  come.  If  reform  measures  goon,  gold  and 
silver  will  be  gradually  and  temperately  restored;  if  re- 
form measures  are  stopped,  then  the  paper  ayslein  runs 
rioi,  and  explndes  from  its  own  expansion.  Then  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  will  exult  in  the  catastrophe, 
and  claim  its  own  re-establishment,  as  the  only  adequate 
regulator  of  the  local  banks.  Then  it  will  be  said  the 
sprcie  experiment  has  failed!  But  no;  the  contrary  will 
be  known,  that  the  specie  experiment  has  not  failed,  but 
it  was  put  down  by  the  voice  ated  power  of  theintereated 
classei,  and  must  be  put  up  again  by  the  voice  and  pow- 
er of  the  disinterested  community. 

endix  to  Mr.  Bhtoh's  speedi  on  the  remanding  reso- 
Hon,  containing  proofs  of  several  things  stated  in  Ike 
speech. 

I.  That  the  banks  themselves,  by  contractions  and 
expansions  of  the  currency,  lead  to  fluctuations  which 
afl^ect  the  prices  of  produce  and  properly,  and  beget 
panics. 

1.  Extract  from  the  testimony  of  Joseph  C.  Dyer, 
Esq.,  director  of  the  Bank  of  Manchester,  taken  before 
Lord  Allhorpe's  committee; 

*'  Ttie  Bank  of  England,  the  cause  of  flactmiitms  and 
panics." — *'  Tlie  bank  has  been  the 'cause  of  the  panics. 
Their  manner  of  issuing  and  wiihilrawin);  the  Bank  of 
England  paper  produces  those  continued  fltictualionp, 
at  short  periiMls,  which  sfi'ect  the  pricis  in  the  market, 
and  thereby  affect  trade.  Those  issues  sometimes  in  a 
single  week,  vary  three  or  four  millions.  The  bank 
may  be  necessitated  to  do  b<«,  but  audi  a  nrcrasity  is  lliat 
of  inflicting  a  great  evil  on  the  country.  The  returna  of 
the  weekly  issues  from  the  38th  of  December,  1819,  to 
the  4th  of  February,  1836,  prove  witness's  statement. 

"  The  reason  why  it  is  necessary  to  make  an  altera- 
tion in  the  banking  sjstem  of  Lancashire,  is  that  the 
circulation  by  the  Bank  of  England  subjects  the  trad* 
to  fluctuations,  and  exercises  a  pernicioufl  influence  over 
the  destinies  of  commerce.  This  ezpansi'in  and  em- 
traction  of  the  cir&ilation  induce  similar  eflccts  to  a  ru- 
inous extent.  All  the  periods  of  panic  may  be  attributed 
to  that  power  exercised  in  secret,  and  of  which  (he  pub- 
lic c^n  have  no  knowledge,  utiftl  it  has  accomplished  its 
results.  It  slimutates  over-issues  in  the  country,  raises 
and  lowers  the  value  of  money  capriciously,  and  erects 
its  own  security  on  the  insecurity  of  country  bankers. 
Such  a  company,  possessing  tuich  influence  a-j  exercised, 
is  a  dangerous  company;  and  plans  can  be  devised  to 
procure  a  better  eircitUtion  than  the  present,  in  vhich 
there  is  neither  stability  nor  steadiness.** 

2.  Extract  frnm  the  preface  to  the  digest  of  evidence 
taken  before  Lord  Althorpe's  committee  in  I833t 

"The  records  of  past  history  have  invariably  desig- 
nated a  time  of  peace  as  one  of  prosperity  and  happi- 
ness. But,  ever  since  the  last  war,  the  different  grtat 
interests  of  this  country  have  been  in  a  continued  stale 
uf  fluctuation  between  the  extrtines  uf  prosperity  and 
adversity}  thodgh  (he  lat(er  has  unfortunately  predom- 
inb(ed.  •  *  •  Itk  the  beginning  of  that 
year,  (1835,)  every  class  of  the  community  was  doing 
well,  if  not  in  a  slate  of  great  prosperity.  But  a  change 
took  place  in  (he  currency,  by  tlie  Bank  of  F.ngland 
contracting  llieir  issues.  The  geixrul  prosperity,  with- 
out any  other  visible  cause,  immediately  received  a 
ch'cki  and  as  the  bank  continued  lu  cuntiact  tlieir 
is»ui  B,  matters  became  worse,  un(il  they  endtd  in  the 
panic.    Oy  this  a  tula!  dyrat^tD|^^^^|^&e(ary 
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wftttm  m  oeeitioned,  and  every  dan  of  tiie  commuat- 
ty  waa  thrown  into  a  state  of  embarraaament,  the  inju- 
nooa  and  depreaaing  rffiectaof  which  eontinued  foraome 
yeara,  and  thia  without  any  other  apparent  cauie  than 
(he  monetary  deranf^ment  which  baii  occurred."  * 
*  *  "  An  undue  iasue  of  four  or  five  millions  by 
the  Bank  [of  England]  would  eventually  make  an 
extraordinary  derangement  in  the  value  of  all  the  pntp- 
ertjr '» the  kingdom,  and  be  productive  of  infinite  mia- 
dbicf  in  a  variety  of  vaya.*' 

3.  Furlhrr  extract  from  Ibe  teatimoiiy  of  J.  C.  Dyer, 
Eaq. 

"I  think  (he  banks,  so  far  from  havmg  saved  the 
country  from  the  rtTecta  or  those  panics,  have  been  the 
cauae  of  thoae  panicsj  and  that  they  have  been  the  cauM 
of  a  constant  succeasion  of  little  panics,  coniinually  an> 
noying  the  commerce  of  the  country,  by  monthly  and 
weekly  Ruciuations." 

4.  Extract  from  the  testimnny  of  Benjamin  J.  Smith, 
FM\.t  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Manchester,  before 
Lord  Altboqie'a  committee: 

'*  The  supply  of  the  circulation  by  the  Sank  of  Eng< 
land  Bubjeets  our  trade  to  ^reat  and  injurious  fluctua- 
tinna,  owing  to  what  is  called  a  scarcity  of  money,  ari- 
sing  from  causes  of  which  the  public,  who  are  deeply 
interested  in  that  q>if  stion,  can  have  no  knowledge.  I'lie 
objections  lo  the  existing  system  are,  that  the  Bank  of 
England  has  a  secret  and  dcapotic  influence  and  control 
orcr  the  dejtinies  of  our  eommercf,  which  we  feel  to  be 
a  most  pernicioua  one." 

II.  No  local  banks  of  issue  in  the  great  county  of 
Lancashire,  including  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  inland 
bills  of  exchange  used  in  large  dealings;  gold  in  the 
common  tranaactions. 

1.  Extract  from  the  evidence  of  J.  C.  Dyer,  Esq.,  a 
director  of  the  Dank  of  Manchester,  before  Lord  Al- 
tfacn'pe's  committee: 

**Thc  bankers  in  Manchester  who  can,  do  not,  issue 
notes,  in  cun«eq>tence  of  the  strong  feeling  that  prevails 
in  Lancashire  i^int  local  paper.  There  were  two  oc- 
caaions  when  that  feeling  was  publicly  expressed;  first, 
in  1834,  and  next  when  the  Bank  of  Manchester  was 
formed.  Bankers  who  intended  to  issue  notes  abandoned 
their  intention,  from  a  conviction  that  they  could  not, 
under  any  luch  circumstances,  derive  any  profit  from  the 
issue." 

3.  Extract  from  Mr.  McCuHocIi*s  notes  on  Adam 
Smith's  work: 

'*  The  principal  distinction  between  notes  and  bills  of 
exchange  is,  that  every  individual  passing  a  bill  of  ex- 
change naa  to  endorse  it,  and  by  ao  dmng  makes  bimselF 
responsible  for  its  contents.  Nothing  can  be  more  in- 
accurate than  to  represent  bank  notes  and  bills  of  ex- 
change under  the  same  point  of  view.  The  note  ia  pay. 
able  oit  the  instant,  wiibuut  deduction— the  bill  not  until 
•ume  future  period.  The  note  may  be  passed  to  another, 
without  incurring  any  risk  or  responsibility,  while  every 
endorser  of  the  bill  makes  himself  liable  for  the  value  of 
it.  Bank  notea  form  the  currency  of  all  classest  of  those 
wbo  are  not  engaged  in  business,  of  women,  children, 
laborers,  &e  ,  who  are  all,  as  we  have  aten,  without  the 
power  to  refuse  them,  and  without  the  means  of  forming 
anv  correct  conclusion  as  to  the  solvency  of  the  issuers. 
Billa  of  exchange,  on  the  other  hand,  pass  only,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  between  persons  engaged  in  busi- 
neaa,  and  who  are  fully  aware  of  the  risk  they  run  in 
taking  them." 

3.  Further  extract  Troffl  McCullocli'a  n^es: 

**  The  effects  produced  by  the  empluyment  uf  internal 
bUl*  of  exchange,  have  not  certainly  excited  that  atten* 
lion,  on  the  part  of  most  of  thoiC  who  have  peculated 
on  tlie  subjeet  of  currency,  that  might  reasonably  liave 
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been  expectedt  but  this  seems  to  have  arisen  cUefly 
from  tlieir  having  been  but  very  imperfectly  aware  M 
the  vast  magnitude  of  the  transactions  settled  by  their 
intervention,  and  of  the  extent  to  which  they  are  em* 
ployed.  '  In  the  great  manufacturing  county  of  Lan- 
cashire, and  in  part  of  Yorkshire,  a  bill  on  London  at 
three  months  is  reckoned  a  money  paymentt  and  by  far 
the  largest  proportion  of  the  currency  conaiats  either  of 
the  bills  of  bankers  drawn  on  their  correspondent*,  or 
of  those  of  the  merchants  and  dealers  scattered  up  and 
down  the  country.  The  ftjllowii^  extracts  from  the 
evidence  given  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of 
Lords  on  Scotch  and  Irish  currency,  in  the  session  of 
1836,  show  the  great  extent  to  which  internal  bills  are 
now  employed.  Mr.  Gladstone,  an  eminent  merchant 
of  Liverpool,  informed  the  committee  that  *  we  aell  our 
goods  not  for  payments  in  cash,  such  at  are  usual  in 
other  plaeea,  but  generally  at  credits  from  ten  days  to 
three  months*  datet  these  billa  we  pay  lo  our  bankers, 
and  receive  from  them  bills  or  cash.  We  have  a  con- 
aiderable  portion  of  large  Bank  of  England  notes  in 
circulation;  these  are  generally  uaed  for  the  payment  of 
duties,  and  alao  for  the  purpose  of  remittance}  but  the 
great  mass  of  our  circulation  is  in  bills  of  exchange. 
Sovereifrna  and  smaller  bank  notes  are  only  required  for 
such  objects  as  chaises  of  merchandise,  with  duties, 
freights,  and  other  items.'  Lewis  Lloyd,  Esq.  *  The 
wages  of  workmen  are  paid  in  ^Id  or  Bank  ol^  England 
notest  the  manufiwiurer  is  chiefly  paid  In  bills  of  eX' 
change.  When  a  bill  ia  drawn  in  favor  of  a  manufac- 
turer, he  endorses  it  to  the  person  to  whom  he  peja  it, 
and  the  person  to  whom  he  pays  it  pays  it  again  to  an- 
other] and  it  goes  on  of\en  till  it  is  covered  with  endorse- 
ments. Mr.  Henry  Burgess,  a  manuftcturer  at  Leads. 
'  The  great  mssa  of  the  circulating  medium  of  Lanca- 
shire, as  in  all  the  manufacturing  districts  in  theNorlh,  i« 
bills  of  exchange :  a  part  of  the  cireulatiun  is  in  gold  and 
ailrer  and  Bank  of  Enghmd  notea.' " 

III.  SuppresMon  of  all  banks  of  isaue  in  England,  ex- 
cept the  Bank  of  England,  directly  by  law,  or  mdireetly, 
by  compelling  them  to  give  security  for  their  issues. 

1.  Extract  from  Mr.  McCulloch>s  notes  on  Adam 

Smith: 

**  It  seems,  therefore,  to  be  indispensable,  either  that 
the  country  banks  should  be  compelled,  as  hu  been  pre- 
viously proposed,  to  give  full  security  for  their  issues, 
or  that  their  paper  should  be  suppressed  altogether, 
and  the  paper  of  the  Bank  of  England  substituted  in  its 
place.  *  *  *  Now,  it  ia  obvious,  and  is  indeed  uni- 
versally admitted,  that  the  only  measure  that  can  be 
adopted  for  guarding  completely  against  the  misconduct 
as  well  as  the  bad  faith  of  the  country  bankers  Is  to 
jDompel  them  to  give  full  security  for  the  payment  of 
their  notes.  This,  and  this  alone,  can  sfTord  a  sufficient 
guarantee  to  the  public  that  the  country  paper  in  circu- 
lation will  be  returned  when  presented  Inpayment, 
and  that  it  is  really  equivalent  to  gold. 

"Every  countnr  banker,  on  applying  for  atamps, 
should  be  required  and  obl^ed,  previoualy  to  obtaining 
them,  to  lodge  in  the  bands  of  Oovernmcnt  securities,  in 
stocks  or  landed  estates^  fully  equivalent  to  the  amount 
of  the  stamps  issued  lo  him." 

2.  Extraol  from  the  testimony  of  Henry  Burgess,  Esq., 
secretary  of  the  committee  of  country  banks,  represent- 
ing seven  eighths  of  the  bankers  in  England,  who  have 
resolved  lo  relinquish  their  circulation  rather  than  give 
security  for  it : 

**  The  only  strong  opinion  to  which  the  committee  have 
come  is,  tint  if  securities  for  their  issues  were  demand- 
ed, they  would  relinquish  their  issues  altogether.  That 
resolution  was  imbodied  in  a  petitipiv  to  Parliament.  * 
•     •      •  The  clii.tii^M%y^(9"(«lg3l(*«"^"" 
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would  cMse  to  itme  notes,  tf  called  upon  for  Mcurities, 
if,  thtt  it  would  be  giving  a  preTerence  to  one  cUaa  of 
orcdUon  over  anothert  beaides,  giving  securiiiea  would 
b«  locking  up  their  mnney  in  the  Tunds,  which  money 
would  be  thus  unariikble,  and  be  also  placed  at  risk. 
•  •  ♦So  ibey  would  prefer  to  give  up  their  cir- 
culation." 

IV.  Extract  Troin  the  report  of  the  commiuionera  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  United  SUtes  to  examine  into 
the  debts  and  sirain  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  stock,  showing  above  twen- 
ty millions  of  loans  at  low  interest  for  long  terms,  or  in- 
definite terms,  and  explaining  the  reaaon  why  borrow- 
en  in  Philadelphia  are  thrown  upon  brokers  at  two  and 
three  per  cent,  discount  per  month. 

1.  Suiement  of  the  debts  of  the  Bank  of  tlie  United 
SUtei,  &c.  on  the  3d  March,  1836i 

Jfatta  di9Counttd. 

k.  On  bank  stock 

B.  On  various  stocks  and  other  aecuri 

tiea        -       -        ■        .  do. 

Loana  drawing  infrut. 

C.  Oo  bank  stock  -       •  atSnarcciu. 

D.  On     do.     ...       .  6^ 

E.  On  Tsrious  stocks  and  oUier  securl- 

*•        .  .      4  dft 

H.  do.  ■      5  do. 

t  ^  •     6  do. 

X.  do.  -      6  do. 

do.  -6  do. 

N.  do.  -      6  do. 


u  6  per  conL  •  tl^l^lS  n 

486)30000 

662^6  63 
4^1^  S6 
1^10000 
1,000400000 
3Be,60000 
474,600  00 
l,S96,fi7800 


TMalaiaboTs 


The  length  of  tinw  for  which  lome  of  theie  loans  are 
made  ii  thm  iiated  in  the  report: 
fi  per  canL  C,  due  Mth  Awnsmasr. 
6  per  eant.  K  "  vAeo  dua lmi»Bterl«L>>« 
4  per  cenL  Ei  due  SIst  November  ISM. 
4«  per  cant.  F,  due  1st  Aprtl,  1SS8. 
e  pei  cent.  O,  due  15th  Mwth,  1638. 
8  per  cent.  U,  due  8ib  October,  1838. 
J  per  cent.  L  due  In  December,  18E6. 
6  per  cent.  IL  "time  oTparmem  Indcflohe."* 
W  pw  cent.  L,  due  13ih  Jsniuirj,  IKS. 
6  per  cent.  M,  "  when  due  immiterial."* 
«  per  cent.  N, "  when  due  Immsterial."* 

3.  Statement  of  loans  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  to  Thomaa  Biddle  &  Co.,  in  the  years  1830,  *31. 
and  '32,  taken  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Clayton's  commit- 
tee of  1833,  and  now  to  be  referred,  as  illustrative  of 
aome  of  the  above  loans  on  stocks  or  personal  security: 


Tear. 


1830. 


1831. 


1833. 


Month. 

Paper. 

Sept. 

17 

9144.950 

Oct. 

15 

1,131,672 

Nov. 

16 

737.112 

Dec. 

14 

737,012 

Jan. 

U 

722,300 

Feb. 

15 

540,400 

March  15 

400.000 

April 

15 

480,000 

May 

17 

443,098 

June 

14 

571,178 

July 

15 

501.163 

Aug. 

16 

573,912 

Sept. 

16 

573,912 

Oct. 

U 

580,000 

Nov. 

15 

580.000 

Dec. 

16 

580.000 

Jan. 

ir 

580,000 

Feb. 

17 

467,766 

Discounter. 

Rate. 

$230,000 

5 

per  cent. 

1,123,100 

5 

do. 

730.000 

5 

do. 

730.000 

5 

do. 

720,000 

5 

do. 

540,400 

5 

do. 

400,000 

5 

do. 

480,000 

5 

do. 

443,138 

4iand5 

557,968 

do. 

504,912 

5 

do. 

579,913 

5 

do 

683.995 
698,727 

5  and  6 

do. 

752,647 

do. 

689,135 
653,388 

do. 

do. 

488,338 

5 

do. 

•TbeK  are  the  words  of  tlie  bank  itatemcnt. 


3.  Further  extract  from  Mr.  Clayton's  report  of  1833, 
to  illustrate  the  conduct  oftheBank  of  the  United  State« 
in  loaning  much  to  the  few.  and  little  to  the  many,  and 
explanatory  of  the  present  ctmdiiion  of  the  money  mar- 
ket in  Philadelphia,  where  small  borrowers  for  ahort 
terms  pay  three  per  cent,  per  month  discount  for  money, 
which  may  have  come  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates 
to  a  large  borrower  on  a  term  of  years,  ur  indefinitely* 
or  on  immateriality  of  time: 

April,  1833,  loan  to  72  peraona,  f3.404»278 


do 
do 
do 
do 


19  do 

3  do 

4  do 
I  penon. 


1,374,883 
341,729 
995,455 
417,766 


Totals,  99  persons,  #5,434,111 
Whole  amount  of  loans  discounted  at 
the  same  time,        .         .         -  «5.964,085 
Of  which  to  99  persona    -         -    5,434, 1 1 1 

To  all  other  peraona  f 529,974 

Q3>Theae  are  the  loans  of  the  National  Bank  at  Phil^ 
delphia.  April,  1833. 

TctsDAT,  Dicxiuaa,  30. 
THB  DBPOSITE  BANKS. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  offered  the  fi>llowing  rcsohition%  and 
asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  senate  to  their  im- 
mediate consideration: 

lUtohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  commu- 
nicate to  the  Senate  the  latest  statement  made  tXot  for 
>the  Treasury  of  the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks;  ex- 
hibiting, among  other  particulars,  the  names  and  places 
oF  all  depoaite  banks  appointed  since  the  33d  June  lasti 
their  capitally  and  the  amuunts  of  public  moneys  actually 
transferred,  or  ordered  to  be  transferred,  to  those  banks, 
respectively. 

betohed.  That  the  Secrelary  of  the  Treasury  commu- 
nicate to  the  Senate  a  detailed  stutemenl  of  all  transfera 
of  public  moneys  ordered  since  the  23d  June  laat.  for 
the  purpose  of  eiecuting  the  act  of  that  date  for  rrgula* 
ting  the  deposites  of  the  public  money;  showing  the 
dates  and  amounta  of  such  Iransferst  from  what  place  to 
what  placet  from  what  bank  to  what  bank,  and  the  time 
allowed  for  such  Iransfers,  other  than  such  as  were  made 
in  execution  of  (he  aforesaid  act. 

Mr,  WEBSTER  said  that  the  honorable  member 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bebtox]  had,  in  his  speech  yester- 
day, read  statements  which  had  been  obuined  at  the 
Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  Bhowing  that  aundry  banks 
had  enlarged  their  issues  since  the  publication  of  the 
Treasury  order  of  the  11th  of  July.  This  information 
(said  Mr.  Wisbtxb)  is  neither  new  nor  surprising. 
That  fact  haa  been  well  undestood.  But  what  banks 
are  these  which  hsve  thus  increased  (heir  loans?  Are 
they  the  banks  of  the  country  generally,  or  the  banks 
in  (he  principal  commercial  cities,  or  a  majority  of  them? 
No,  sir.  The  gentleman's  alatement  was  confined  to 
the  depoaite  b!tnks,»or  some  of  them.  All  those  de- 
poaite banks  were  seventy  or  eighty  pcriiaps  in  number, 
while  it  haa  been  ataled  that  the  whole  number  of  banks 
in  the  country  is  near  a  thousand.  Now,  as  I  under-' 
stand  the  sijbject,  one  of  the  strongest  grounds  of  com* 
plaint  against  the  ordrr  of  the  11th  of  July,  and  againat 
the  manner  of  executing  the  deposite  law,  is,  that  by 
those  measures  many  of  these  deposite  bsnka,  in  places 
where  the  wants  of  business  did  not  call  for  more  money, 
have  had  Urge  and  entirely  unnecrasary  sums  of'money 
neverlheUss  Thrown  into  them,  drawn  from  plaeea  in 
which  it  was  wanted,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  other 
banks,  and  of  the  commercial  comflHinity  generally.  I 
understand  this  to  be  i9|«^4^e(«ldmlii^ectium 
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to  the  coarw  wb'ieh  the  Treanry  hag  panoed.  By  the 
provisioinofthe  drpogite  hw,  the  depoiite  banks  pay  in- 
tereat  on  budm  deporited  beyond  a  certain  ainount.  If 
they  receive  money,  therefore,  beyofid  anch  amount, 
tbey  are  naturally  tempted  to  put  it  out  on  loana,  how- 
CTcr  little  real  oceaakm  there  foay  be  for  auch  loanai  for 
otherwise  the  depoille  would  be  ■  heavy  ehBr|re  to 
tbcm. 

An  anawer  to  theae  reaoluliona  will  B:ive  ua  llj^ht  on 
tbia  part  of  the  eaae.  It  will  probably  be  in  the  power 
of  lh«  Secretary  to  aniwer  the  drat  resolution  without 
any  dehty.  1  hope  we  can  have  the  anawer  to  that  so 
aoon  M  to  be  before  us  before  the  conctuBion  of  this  dc> 
bate.  Nor  do  I  suppose  that  any  ^reat  time  will  be  ne- 
ccasary  to  prepare  an  answer  to  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  inquired  of  the  mover  whether  the  res- 
olution was  intended  to  aak  for  any  more  than  the  last 
itatement  rendered  at  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  replied  that  be  had  no  wM  that  the 
inquiry  ahould  go  back  and  call  for  a  voluninoua  amount 
of  documenUf  all  he  wiabcd  waa  the  last  statement  re- 
ceived. 

Hr.  WRIGHT  nude  no  objeetioni  and  the  reaolution 
«aa  thereupon  agreed  to. 

REDUCTION  OF  DUTIRS. 

Mr.  NILBS  obarrved  that,  on  a  fbrmeraitttng;  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cauoirv]  bad  taken  the 
ground  that  the  whole  subject  of  revenue  belonged  to 
the  Committee  on  Financri  but  if  that  doctrine  was  a 
sound  one,  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  would  be 
lef^  almost  without  any  ippropriate  duty.  He  appre- 
hended, however,  that  the  honorable  Senator  was  mis- 
taken in  the  principle  he  had  laid  down.  The  compro- 
miae  act  recognised  the  principle  that  a  reduction  wa«  lo 
be  nade  on  the  tariff  of  duties:  the  principle  exiated  in 
the  statutes  of  the  country.  Whatever  committee  it 
miglit  be  who  should  undertake  the  very  difficult  and 
delicate  duty  of  devising  the  mode  and  measure  nf  a  re- 
duction of  the  revenue,  would  find  that  the  chief  difficul- 
ty m  the  wsy  wai  not  of  a  financial  character,  but  had  to 
do  with  the  matter  of  prntection,  not  of  revenue.  If  the 
•ttbject  of  reduction  afFccted  very  exclusively  the  great 
iateretta  of  the  coMntry,  ought  it  not  to  be  sent  to  the 
Conmitlee  on  Mannfaeturea'  in  order  to  teM  the  sense 
oTihe  Senate,  he  would  make  the  motion  that  so  much  of 
the  President's  message  as  related  to  the  reduction  and 
repeal  of  duties  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Hanu- 
Acturca. 

Hr.  CALHOCTN  observed  that  the  question  was  not 
open  to  a  motiont  the  reference  had  been  madr.  If  the 
gentleman  wished  to  move  a  reconsideration,  he  coutd 
not  do  so  unless  he  had  voted  in  the  affirmative.  t 

Mr.  NILBS  had  soppoaed  it  in  order  to  refer  the  same 
nHject  to  two  different  committee^  who  might  view  it 
under  different  aspects.  However,  to  avoid  difficulty, 
he  would  confine  his  motion  to  so  much  of  the  message  as 
related  to  the  repeal  of  duties  only. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  this  was  included  in  hin  mo- 
tion as  much  as  the  other.  Whatever  went  to  reduce 
the  revenoe  he  meant  to  refer  lo  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
annee,  as  appropriately  belonging  to  that  committee. 
And  be  must  b^  permitted  to  say  that  na  committee  in 
that  body  could  represent  ntore  fully  all  the  great  inter- 
ests  Concerned  in  such  a  subject.  The  chuirman  was 
connected  extensively  with  One  branch  of  Manufaclnresi 
the  Senator  from  New  York  with  anotheri  and  the  Sen- 
ator from  Louisiana  represented  the  great  sugar  interest 
of  the  South;  while  he  from  Missouri  reftresented  that 
of  lead.  As  lo  the  difficulty  of  the  task,  none  could  be 
■ere  aesMble  of  it  than  himselff  none  liad  felt  it  more 
deeply.  The  reduction,  thus  br,  had  been  effected  on- 
ly faj  esertioM  such  as  he  Aould  be  sorry  to  repeat. 


On  motion  of  Hr.  EW1N6,  the  subject  was  then  Uid 
on  the  table. 

TREASUKY  CIRCULAR. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolutioR  introduced  by  Mr.  Ewiitb,  of  Ohio, 
rescinding  the  Treasury  order  of  July  11,  1836,  and  pro- 
hibiting the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  from  delegating 
the  power  to  deaignate  the  kind  of  fuoda  to  be  receireS 
in  payment  for  the  public  lands. 

Hr.  CRITTENDEN,  who  had  tlie  floor,  having  mov< 
ed  the  adjournment  yesterday,  yielded  it  to 

Hr.  BENTON,  who  read  several  extracts,  to  which  he 
had  referred  in  his  speech  qf  yesterday.  Havii<g  con- 
cluded, he  restored  the  fli>or  to 

Hr.  CRITTENDEN.  The  opening  of  Hr.  C's  speech 
was  in  £0  low  a  ttMie  as  to  be  totally  inaudible  to  uur  re- 
porter. Aa  aoon  as  be  waa  distinctly  heard,  he  was,ob> 
serving  thnt  the  Senate  had  been  complained  of  by 'the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  not  only  for  having  been  tardy  in 
ita  apprnpriations  of  money  for  the  public  service,  at  its 
last  session,  but  for  not  having  appropriated  enough. 
The  Senate  had  voted  appropriations  to  the  amount  of 
thirty-eight  millions,  but  this  was  complained  of  as  scan- 
ty measure,  and  the  Chamber  had  been  gravely  rebuked 
for  not  having  done  much  more.  Now,  Mr.  C.  waa  very 
ready  to  take  hia  ahare»  and  the  share  of  any  other  gen. 
tieman  who  Was  tired  of  It,  in  the  reprooft  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  for  an  open  opposition  to  a  portion  of  this 
appropriation,  and  he  should  have  considered  himself  for- 
tunate lisd  he  and  his  friends  been  so  fur  successful  aa  to 
have  defeated  them.  So  far  from  regretting  or  being 
ashamed  of  the  opposition  lie  had  made  to  this  lavish  ex- 
penditure of  money,  he  took  it  to  himself  as  a  merit)  so 
that,  if  the  design  of  the  honorable  Senator,  in  hia  exhort- 
ation and  reproof-,  had  been  to  excite  repentance,  the 
homily  had  entirely  failed. 

But  the  more  immediate  subject  before  the  Senate 
was  the  Treasury  order,  whicli  it  was  proposed  by  hia 
friend  from  Ohiu  to  rescind,  and  to  this  he  should  en- 
deavur  lo  confine  himself.  The  subject  had  been  de- 
bated by  the  S«'nator  from  Missouri  with  all  that  zeal  and 
ability  which  usually  characterized  the  efforts  of  that  gen- 
tleman. Nor  had  Hr.  C.  any  difficulty  in  readily  excu- 
sing even  a  more  than  ordinary  measure  of  zeal  in  that 
Senator  on  tbia  occasiont  for  he  thought,  from  a  variety 
of  facts,  pregnant  with  circumstantial  evidence,  that  he 
could  very  clearly  see  the  true  and  genuine  paternity  of 
the  order  in  question.  Me  could  not  but  believe  tbat  Ita 
descent  from  the  honorable  Senator  might  be  as  correctly 
traced  aa  could  he  done  in  any  other  case  of  genealogy. 
On  the  33d  of  April  hat,,  the  honorable  Senator  had 

submitted  a  reaolution  that  from  and  after  the  day 

of  nothing  hut  gold  and  silver  should  be  receiv- 
ed in  payment  for  the  public  lands;  and  that  the  appro- 
priate Committee  should  report  a  bill  (o  thjt  efTect.  The 
subject  was  resumed  on  the  following  day,  and  by  a  vote 
of  the  Senate  was  laid  upon  the  table.  In  thai  inglori- 
ous repose  it  had  remained  by  general  consent.  It  was 
permitted  to  sleep  in  silence,  which  amounted  to  the  most 
unequivocal  conilemnation  of  the  measure.  This  body 
then  did  condemn,  as  far  as  it  could  in  snch  a  mode,  the 
very  thing  contained  in  thiii  Treasury  order;  the  author 
of  the  resolution  being  among  the  few,  the  very  few,  ad- 
vocates who  voted  in  its  favor.  But  no  sooner  had  Con- 
gress adjourned,  than,  on  the  llth  of  July,  the  very 
measure,  in  regard  to  which  tlie  Senate  had  expressed 
ita  must  decided  opinion  in  the  negative,  waa  wrought 
tip  into  the  form  of  a  Treasury  order,  surrounded,  in- 
deed, and  embellished  with  snndiy  arguments  directed 
against  land  speculators,  and  in  favor  of  occupanta  or 
squatters.  The  very  propnaition  adiich  was  rt-iected  by 
Congress  in  April  oras  fiT^|ffi¥eftf*ATi)«@gll€**le' 
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Juty.  Vrito  could  have  any  difBculty  in  tracing:  the  ori- 
g'-n  of  the  order  to  the  rejected  resolution?  No  tooner  { 
had  the  Senate  condemned  and  rejected  i(.  than  it  was  t 
instantly  twlcen  tip  in  an  executive  departmen*,  and  made 
to  poMess  a^  conlpleie  effect  as  if  the  same  thing  had 
been  done  by  Ihe  very  law  which  the  Senate  refused  to 
enact.  Sir.  C.  would  not,  on  this  occasion,  «Uu(le  to 
anuther  exertion  of  executive  authority,  the  circumstan- 
ces of  nh'ch  very  strik'mgly  resembled  the  present  case; 
when  CongresHf  just  before  its  adjournment,  hud  decli- 
red  the  public  money  to  be  safe  in  the  keepinf^  of  the 
Bai.k  of  the  United  States,  but  had  no  sooner  adjourned 
than  that  very  money  was  seized  upon  by  the  executive 
authority,  and  transferred  to  the  depoiiite  banks.  In 
both  cases  tlie  executive  authori'y  had  been  made  lo 
supply  the  plice  of  the  legislative.  The  eloquent  Sen- 
ator from  Misionri  had,  in  one  clause  of  his  speech,  in- 
V[>ki  d  the  genius  of  ihe  constitution.  Now,  supposing 
that  genius  would  come  at  the  gentleman's  bidding, 
would  it  pronounce  a  proceeding  like  tliii  to  be  in  con- 
formity with  that  Inslninent?  Were  not  the  members 
of  that  and  of  the  other  House  competent  to  decide  on 
questions  of  the.  currency? — questions  which  deeply  af- 
fected all  their  constituents,  far  and  n-ide.  Did  it  not 
belong  to  Congress  to  settle  such  questions?  And  did 
not  the  duty  oi  the  Kxecutive  consist  in  carrying  into  ef- 
fect that  which  Congress  in  its  wisdom  might  ordain? 
Dut  here  that  which  Congress  difapproveU  and  refused 
to  enact  is  immediately  carried  into  effect  by  the  Execu- 
tive, without  any  other  legislative  authority  or  ainclion 
than  the  profound  opinionsof  the  Senator  from  Missouri. 
Mr.  C.  uhjected  not  only  to  the  measure  itself,  but  to 
the  time  and  manner  of  its  enforcement.  Even  were 
the  thing  itself  not  in  violation  of  law  and  the  constitu- 
tion, still  the  time  and  the  manner  in  which  It  was  done 
were  derogatory  to  the  dijrnily,  judgment,  and  authority 
(if  Congress.  What  was  the  time  which  had  intervened 
between  the  rejection  of  the  resolution  and  the  enact- 
ment of  the  order'  It  wns  (he  brief  space  between  the. 
close  of  April  and  the  11th  of  July.  What  great  change, 
had  occurred  within  that  time  to  justify  such  a  measure? 
Mr.  C.  would,  therefore,  be  in  favor  of  rescinding  the 
order,  were  it  on  no  other  ground  than  (hat  of  vindica* 
ting  the  Senate  from  the  disrespect  that  seemed  to  him  to 
have  been  offered  to  it  by  that  proceeding. 

But  there  were  other  more  decided  objections  to  a 
measure  of  thia  character,  two  of  which  he  would  dia- 
tinctly  Bpecify.  The  first  was,  that  it  made  an  unlawful 
discrimination  between  difTerent  clasaes  of  American  cit- 
izens; and,  secondly,  it  made  an  equally  unjust  discrim. 
illation  between  debtors  for  the  public  lands  and  all  oth- 
er debtors  to  the  Government.  First,  it  made  a  person- 
al distinction  between  citizens  of  the  United  Statesi  gold 
and  ailver  was  demanded  of  all  purchasers  of  (be  public 
domain,  unless  they  were  actual  settlera  of  the  land  (hey 
wished  to  purchase,  or  bona  fide  residents  of  the  State 
within  which  the  lands  lay.  Here  was  a  personal  dis- 
tinction, grounded  merely  on  place  of  residence.  A 
particular  species  ofcurrency  was  exacted  from  the  one 
class,  while  another  less  valued  species  was  accepted 
from  the  other  class.  Could  this  be  done.*  Was  it 
consistent  with  equity?  With  equal  rights  of  American 
citizens?  1'lie  public  domain  was  the  common  properly 
of  the  whole  proplet  and  how  did  the  resident  of  Illinois, 
or  Obio,  or  of  Indiana,  become  possessed  of  higher 
rights  in  the  purchase  of  it  than  you  or  I  ?  Why  was  he 
entitled  to  easement  in  the  manner  of  making  his  pay- 
ments? Where  was  the  law  or  the  constitution  giving 
him  sucharight.'   Where  could  it  be  found?  Nowhere. 

But  it  had  been  said  that  the  discrimination  was  the 
same  which  had  been  made  by  various  acts  of  Congress 
in  favor  of  acual  seltlerai  and  Hr.  C.  would  not  contest 
that  f«ct.    But  suppose  it  to  be  conceded  that  Congreis 


did  possess  the  right,  and  conaidered  it  good  policy  to 
make  a  discrimination  in  favor  of  settlers,  by  yieldinr 
them  a  priority  in  the  purchase  of  the  tracts  they  hMl 
cultivated,  huw  far  would  (his  go  in  advancing  the  gen* 
tiemai.'a  conclmioni  Because  Congress  had  power  to 
do  this,  did  it  follow  that  the  Executive  had  power  lo 
do  it?  Who  ever  heard  of  the  Executive  setting  up  a 
claim  of  authority  to  Gx  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  or, 
what  was  equivalent,  to  determine  in  what  species  of 
currency  the  land  should  be  paid  for?  lo  what  eenae 
could  thia  be  regarded  aa  an  executire  power?  It  was 
his  place  to  execute  the  laws,  but  it  belonged  to  Con- 
gress to  judge  what  the  laws  should  be. 

Mr.  C.  said  it  had  been  argued  that  the  laws  autbori- 
xed  the  receivers  at  the  land  offices  to  receive  nothing 
but  gold  and  silver,  and  that  this  order  only  carried  the 
law  into  efTict.  Such  an  argument  did,  indeed,  admit 
the  authority  of  the  law;  but  how  did  it  bear  upon  the 
order?  If  the  law  required  payment  in  gold  and  silver 
for  the  public  land,  bow  could  it  be  dispenaed  with,  «• 
it  WIS,  by  the  order,  in  reganl  to  citizena  residing  with* 
in  the  Stales  wherein  (heland  lay?  There  was  no  dia- 
penaing  power  confided  to  the  Executive  lo  set  aside 
the  law,  and  no  discretionary  authority  to  make  a  differ- 
ence between  citizens  equal  before  the  law.  The  pub- 
lic lands  were  common  property,  which  all  had  a  right 
to  buy  on  the  equal  terms  prescribed  by  law,  and  the 
Secretary  of  (he  Treasury  had  no  more  right  to  assign 
different  modes  of  payment  to  different  classes  of  citi- 
zens, than  he  bad  to  give  more  lands  to  one,  and  less  lo 
kuother,  for  the  same  money.  In  this  view  the  order  was 
titogether  illegal. 

But  again:  On  what  principle  of  justice  was  one  clasa 
of  debtors  required  to  pay  their  debts  in  gold  and  silver, 
and  another  class  in  what  was  deemed  by  the  Govern- 
ment less  valuable?  With  accuracy  enough  for  the  pur- 
puses  of  the  present  argument,  the  revenue  may  be  sta. 
(ed  at  forty  mdliona  of  dolbrsi  one  half  paid  in  the  Wear, 
for  the  purchase  of  public  landsi  the  other  half  in  the 
East,  for  duties  and  imposts.  What  right  had  the  Exec- 
utive lo  declare  that  (he  Western  half  should  be  exacted 
in  gold  Knd  siKer,  but  that  the  Bas(ern  half  might  be 
pa-d  in  bank  paper?  The  arbitrary  inequality  and  in- 
justice of  such  a  regulation  would  be  clear  to  eve^'  un- 
derstanding. Mr.  C.  could  not  be  content  under  %  dis- 
crimination so  invidious  and  offensive.  What  must  be 
the  effect  upon  the  West  of  rontinuing  such  an  order  in 
force?  The  money  was  collected  by  the  land  offices, 
and  thenre  poured  into  the  banks,  but  it  was  not  expend- 
ed in  (he  West.  The  great  objects  of  public  expendi- 
ture, as  eveiy  one  knew,  were  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard. 
It  was  there  that  the  colossal  palaces,  under  the  name  of 
Custom-houses,  were  to  be  found.  It  was  there  (hat  for- 
tifications reared  their  formidable  front,  and  bristled 
from  point  to  point  along  the  whole  coast.  It  wujhere 
that  all  the  great  expenditures  for  (he  navy  were  to  be 
made.  If  the  money  derived  from  the  sale  of  (he  pub- 
lic lands  were  to  be  applied  to  the  ordinary  expenditures 
of  the  Government,  then  this  mass  of  specie  which  waa 
cullected  in  the  West  was  to  be  transported  from  year  to 
year  to  the  Atlantic  Statesi  and  it  could  not  be  otherwise. 
The  millions  derived  from  (he  sale  of  the  public  lands 
could  not  be  expended  in  (be  West,  an4iberefDre  there 
would  be  a  perpe(ual  drain  of  apecie  out  of  the  Western 
into  the  Eastern  States.  The  people  of  the  West  could 
not  be  insensible  to  these  results,  or  otherwise  than  just- 
ly indignant  at  a  measure  marked  with  invidious  distinc- 
tions, which  permitted  their  Eastern  brethren  to  pay 
their  debts  to  Government  in  the  ordinary  medium  of 
business,  hut  compelled  tbem  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver. 
-  When  the  knowledge  of  thia  order  first  reached  the 
place  of  Hr.  G*s  residence,  (he  obiedions  which  he  had 
a(aied  bad  wiggesied  ttetpjetes^iAJriOndgn^  first 
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penittt,  but  he  htd  »t  that  tiaia  no  appreheiuion  that 

the  effects  to  be  produced  on  the  currency  and  bustneu 
of  the  country  were  likely  to  be  so  extensive.  IF,  aa  it 
appeared,  the  object  of  ttie  order  wai  the  accumulation 
of  specie  in  the  banks,  he  doubted  not  that  there  would 
be  a  thounnd  ways  devised  to  evade  and  defeat  it.  He 
thoufcbt  that  the  same  thousand  dollars,  by  being  made 
to  travel  backward  and  forward  between  the  bank 
K»d  the  hnd  office,  might  be  made  to  purchase  land 
enough  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  any  number  of  buyers. 
Mr.  C.  spoke  on  this  subject  from  information  and  con- 
jecture, havinf;  hxd  no  personat  ezperienee.  He  had 
never  attended  a  land  sale  in  hts  life,  and  knew  nothing 
of  the  arts  employedt  but  it  was  reasonable  (o  suppose 
that  men  who  were  much  engaged' in  business  of  this 
kind  would  become  expert  in  svailing  ihemselres  of 
every  advantage  in  conducting  it.  But  he  bad  also 
thoiq[ht  Ibst,  on  this  side  of  the  mountains,  it  would  be 
easier  to  evade  the  order  than  on  the  other;  for  there 
was  a  proviso  which  admitted  a  cert' Scale  of  deposite  in 
the  Treasury  to  be  received  in  the  place  of  cash.  This, 
he  suppoaed,  would  obviate  the  transporlution  of  specie 
te>1he  West,  and  would  require  it  only  to  be  carried  to 
Washington,  in  which  there  would  be  no  great  difficulty; 
but  he  had  since  understood  that  a  mode  bad  been  de- 
vised BtiH  more  convenient:  the  intended  purchasers 
would  obtain  "drafts  on  the  Bank  of  the  Uetropolis. 
They  woakl  present  these  drafts  at  the  counter,  and  the 
question  was  asked,  do  you  want  hard  money  F  Yes,  I 
want  to  buy  land.  The  matter  was  easily  managed.  A 
certain  amount  of  silver  was  put  Into  a  little  keg.  and 
this  was  put  into  a  wheel-barrow  and  carried  across  the 
street  to  the  Treasury,  where  the  requisite  certiBcate 
was  granted  of  so  much  money  deposited  in  the  Treasu- 
ry. The  keg  was  then  wheeled  back  to  the  bank,  and 
Ihis  had  been  repeated  until  it  became  a  matter  of  open 
ridieule  among  the  subalterns  of  the  Tressury.  This  lit* 
lie  barret  had  been  rolled  bsckward  and  forward  from 
the  bank  to  the  Treasury  and  from  the  Treasury  to  the 
bank,  a  distance  of  not  more  than  fifty  yards,  until,  ac- 
cording to  a  calculation  which  bad  been  made,  it  had 
travelled  about  1,100  mileif  and  this  was  ibe  boasted 
ttKtaUic  circulation.  This  process  did  but  exemplify,  to  a 
considerable  extent,  the  operation  of  ibis  Treasury  order 
«ver  the  whole  ooantry.  But,  allowing  Tor  all  these 
evanuns,  this  order  undoubtedly  has  and  must  continue 
to  oeeanon  large  sums  of  gold  and  nilver  to  be  tempora- 
rily withdrawn  from  general  circulation,  snd  paid  into 
the  land  offices.  From  these  offices  it  is  transferred  to 
the  deposite  banks — is  there  subjected  to  the  ordinary 
banking  uses  and  purposes,  and  serves  to  strengthen  and 
fatten  these  corporations,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  gener- 
al eircolaiion,  and  of  those  banks  from  which  that  gold 
Md  silver  has  been  withdrawn.  To  compensate  for 
tbeoe  evil^  and  this  derangement  of  the  currency,  what 
adequate  good  has  been  or  can  be  produced  by  this 
order*  I  cannot  perceive  it — it  appears  visionary  to  me 
to  soppwe  that  it  will  add  a  single  dollar  to  the  amount 
of  the  specie  of  the  United  States. 

But,  sir,  the  direct  operation  of  this  order  has  not, 
probdily,  been  more  Injnrioui^  or  perhaps  so  much  so, 
u  its  indirect  consequences  In  producing  distrust  snd 
alarm.  Whe«  the  Treasury  raises  its  mighty  arm,  the 
banks  are  shaken  ftr  and  wide.  The  sudden  call  for 
gold  and  niver,  made  by  this  order,  aided  by  some  other 
causes,  rendered  the  banks,  to  some  extent,  uneasy,  and 
created  apprehensions  in  the  minds  of  the  hulders  of 
their  notes.  I'he  consequence  was  that  these  holders 
pressed  the  banks  for  payment;  the  banks  pressed  Iheir 
debtors,  and  withheld  their  customary  sccommodationst 
and  thus,  sir,  derangement  and  pressure  were  more  se- 
Tcrr^  snd  widely  extended.  Such,  1  know,  has  been 
the  en«  in  Kentucky  to  a  considerable  extent. 


The  Senator  from  Missouri  had  exhibited  s  l^le,  the 
results  of  which  he  had  pressed  with  a  very  triumphant 
air.  Was  it  extraordinary  that  the  deposite  banks  should 
be  strengthened?  The  effect  uf  the  order  went  directly 
to  sustain  them.  But  it  was  at  the  expense  of  al)  the 
other  banks  of  the  country.  Under  this  order  all  the 
specie  was  collected  and  carried  into  their  vaults,  an 
operation  which  went  to  disturb  and  embarrass  the  gen- 
eral circulation  of  the  country,  and  to  produce  that  pe- 
cuniary diflieutty  which  was  felt  in  all  quarters  of  the 
Union.  Mr.  C.  did  not  profess  to  be  competent  to  judge 
how  far  the  whole  of  this  distress  was  attributable  to  tbe 
operation  of  the  Treasury  order,  but  of  this  at  least  he 
was  very  sure,  through  a  great  part  of  the-  Western 
country  it  was  universally  attributed  to  that  cause.  The 
Senator  from  Missouri  supposed  that  the  order  had  pro- 
duced no  pari  ot  this  pressure.  If  not,  he  would  ask 
what  it  had  producrdf  Had  it  increased  tbe  q>ecie  in 
the  country?  Bad  it  increased  the  specie  in  actual 
and  general  circulation?  If  it  had  done  no  evil,  what 
good  had  it  done  *  This,  he  believed,  was  as  yet  undis- 
covered. So  far  as  it  had  operated  at  all,  it  bad  been 
to  derange  the  slate  of  the  currency,  and  to  give  it  a  di- 
rection inverse  to  the  course  of  business.  The  honora- 
ble Senator,  however,  could  not  see  bow  moving  money 
across  a  staeet  could  operate  to  affect  the  currency)  and 
teemed  to  suppose  that  moving  money  from  wert  to 
east,  or  from  east  to  west,  would  have  as  little  effect. 
Money,  however,  if  Ufi  to  itseir,  would  always  move 
according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  business  transactions. 
This  course  might  indeed  be  disturbed  for  a  time,  but  it 
would  be  like  forcing  the  needle  away  from  the  pole; 
you  might  turn  it  round  and  round  as  often  as  you 
pleased,  but,  left  to  itself,  it  would  still  settle  at  the 
north.  Our  great  commercial  cities  were  the  natural 
repostlories  where  money  cenired  and  settled.  There 
it  was  wanted,  and  it  was  more  valuable  if  left  there 
than  if  carried  into  the  interior.  Any  intelligent  busi- 
ness man  in  the  West  would  rather  hare  money  paid  him 
for  a  debt  in  New  York  than  at  his  own  door.  It  was 
worth  more  to  him.  If,  then,  specie  was  forced,  by 
Treasury  tactics,  to  take  a  direction  contrary  to  the  nat- 
ural course  of  business,  and  to  move  from  east^  to  west, 
the  operation  would  be  bcntficial  to  none,  injurious  to 
all.  ft  was  not  in  the  power  of  Government  to  keep  It 
in  a  false  direction  or  position.  Specie  was  in  exile 
whenever  it  was  forced  out  of  that  place  where  business 
called  for  it.  Such  an  operation  did  no  real  good.  It 
was  a  forced  movemen',  and  was  soon  overcome  by  the 
I  natural  course  of  things. 

Mr.  C.  was  well  aware  that  men  might  be  deluded 
and  myatiBed  on  this  subject,  and  that,  while  the  tlelu- 
sion  lasted,  this  Treasury  order  might  be  held  up  before 
the  eyea  of  men  as  a  splendid  arrangement  in  finance; 
but  it  was  oidy  like  the  natural  rainbow,  which  owed  its 
very  existence  to  the  mist  in  which  it  had  its  being.  The 
moment  the  atmosphere  was  clear,  its  bright  colors  van- 
ished from  the  view.  So  it  would  be  with  this  matter. 
The  specie  of  the  country  must  resume  its  naitirul 
course.  Man  might  as  well  escape  from  the  physical 
necessities  of  their  nature,  as  from  the  laws  wbicli  gov- 
erned the  movements  of  financei  and  the  man  who  pro- 
fessed to  reverse  or  dispense  with  the  one  was  no  greater 
quack  than  he  who  made  the  same  professions  with  re- 
gard to  the  other. 

Out  it  was  said  to  be  the  distribution  bill  which  had 
done  all  the  mischief;  and  Mr.  C.  was  ready  to  admit 
that  the  manner  in  which  the  Government  had  atlempted 
to  carry |hat  law  into  effect  might  in  part  have  furnished 
the  basis  for  such  a  supposition,  lie  hsd  no  doubt  that 
the  pecuniary  evils  of  the  country  had  hern  aggravated 
by  the  manner  in  which  this  hiuMieen  done.  On  this 
subject,  however,  hei^ffjt;y^|!fO@<^V^e  but  » 
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learner.  He  bad  no  doubt  that  the  GoTemment  might 
10  hive  diatributed  the  money  at  lo  avoid  all  injuriuua 
conseqiiencea,  and  tni^t  have  to  managed  (be  opera- 
tion that  the  tranamisiion  of  theae  funds,  initead  of  oc- 
casioning injury  or  inconvenience^  might  rather  have 
increased  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  by  falling  in  with 
the  natural  and  legUimite  course  of  buaineas<  But  tbii 
hud  been  passed  by*  and  ihe  Government  had  proceeded, 
like  a  porter  or  drayman,  to  carry  'the  public  money 
from  one  quarter  of  the  country  lo  (he  other.  Thus, 
mtlliont  of  apecre  had  been  carried  from  New  York  to 
Kentucky!  but  the  people  of  Kentucky  would  have 
preferred  that  it  should  have  remained  in  New  York, 
for  there  they  might  have  disposed  of  it  at  a  premium  of 
one  or  two  per  cent.  This  wotild  have  fallen  ifi  with 
the  courae  of  busincBs,  and  have  been  beneficial  to  the 
country.    But,  as  it  was,  the  effect  was  the  reverae. 

Butf  air,  according  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mls- 
aouri,  all  the  evil  wiiich  was  not  the  effect  uf  ihe  distri- 
bution law  was  the  effect  of  a  panic,  **  a  lillle  starveling 
panic,  no  bigger  than  a  church  mousei"  a  panic  wh'ch 
was  now  overt  which,  contemptible  as  it  was,  had  en- 
joyed the  distinfiuiahed  honor  of  dying  by  the  hand  of 
that  Senator,  and  meeting  its  end,  like  Ciesar,  in  the 
Capitol.  And  was  thii  all  the  comfort  wbieb  the  gentle- 
man had  to  give  under  the  pressures  and  dbtresses  of 
the  commercial  interest?  Mr.  did  not  preaun»e  to 
set  himself  up  as  a  competent  judge  of  mercantile  affairs. 
There  were  other  gentlemen  on  that  floor  who  f*r  bet- 
ter understood  the  interest  uf  that  meritorious  claia  of 
our  felloW'Citizens,  and  who  would  apeak  on  the  subject 
in  due  time.  Dut  if  there  wa«  any  truth  in  tlie  repre- 
sentations universally  given,  there  was  an  extreme  pres* 
sure  now  felt  in  all  our  great  cities,  from  Buston  to  New 
Orleans,  the  effect  of  which  was  rapidly  apreading 
through  the  interior.  What  was  the  cause  of  this  embar- 
rjs<imentf  I'he  gentleman  said  it  was  this  liitle  panic. 
Well,  but  what  was  the  c«use  of  the  panic?  Wlio  made 
it?  What  caused  il'  Was  it  not  the  Treasury  order? 
The  Senator  Invfd  the  order  well,  but  not  the  panic; 
and  all  the  remedy  he  could  propose  was  to  tell 
the  sufferer  it  ia  bitt  a  panic,  a  contemptible  little 
panic,  a  petty  starveling  panicj  Ihe  country  is  sound, 
the  country  is  safe.  Sir,  of  what  invaluable  use  haa 
been  that  little  word?  It  has  furnished  its  full  eoi>. 
tribution  to  the  beauty  ami  the  force  of  many  a  ponder- 
ous and  pitriutic  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri. 
It  has  given  point  to  many  a  sentencct  it  has  helped  to 
round  off  many  a  sonorous  period.  He  haa  wielded  it 
like  some  well-tried  and  favorite  weapon,  and  has  dis- 
played great  skill  in  its  use.  It  seems  there  have  been 
three  great  panic*,  which  the  gentleman  haslioted  like 
so  many  eras  of  the  plague.  Whatever  may  be  the  na- 
tional mtsfortiine,  and  how  loudly  soever  it  may  call  for 
a  remedy,  when  legislative  wisdom  can  furnish  none 
other,  it  is  a  sufBcient  remedy  to  cry  panic!  panic!  Sir, 
it  is  a  senitorisi  specific,  a  ready  punacea  for  all  the 
evils  of  the  body  politic.  Te*,  sir,  this  is  all.  Your 
stsieamunship  goes  no  farilier.  Tell  the  people  it  is  a 
panic,  ami  let  them  understand  that  all  (he  enemies  of 
Q.>neral  Jackson's  administration  have  united  by  common 
C'inaent  to  get  it  up  and  keep  it  up.  A  legislator  will 
Ihtis  feel  that  he  has  fully  discharged  bis  duly  to  the 
country  and  to  his  constituents  when  he  has  duly  vo- 
ciferated panic!  panic!  Two  per  cent,  a  month  is  given 
fur  money,  and  it  is  all  panic,  panic. 

A  justrficatiun  for  (his  illegal  Treasury  order  is  further 
attempted  by  telling  ua  that  (here  are  in  the  country  one 
thousand  banks,  and  tliat  it  is  Uie  design  of  th^  resolu- 
tion to  fasten  on  ttie  country  sn  odious  paper  system, 
and  to  pay  for  the  public  domain  in  the  rotten  and 
worthless  notes  of  one  thousand  banks.  To  thia  the 
honorable  Senator  ia  opposed.   So  are  we  ill   But  he 
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seems  to  think  that  all  are  not  opposed  to  itt  and  he  hu 

traced  down,  from  the  days  of  Hamilton,  the  existence 
of  s  great  and  formidable  party  which  hates  gold  and 
silvery  and  if  I  correctly  understand  how  I  must  take 
ray  place  in  this  division  of  parties,  1  must  be  one  of 
those  who  h^te  gold  and  silver.  Now,  permit  me  toes- 
sure  the  honorable  Senator  that  I  partake  at  least  so 
much  of  mortal  mould  as  that  gold  and  ailver  coin  aro 
not  among  the  objeeti  of  my  ant'pethy.  These  **  rascal 
counters"  do  not  indeed  engross  my  affections,  but  they 
are  very  f*r  from  being  odious  to  me.  No  very  serious 
defence  or  reply,  however,  would  seem  lo  be  necessary 
to  the  strange  and  exaggerated  accusation  of  hating  gold 
and  silver.  If,  as  I  suppose,  the  honorable  gentleman 
intended  to  apply  (hat  accusation  to  his  political  oppo- 
nents here,  1  would  suggest  to  him  that  he  would  prob- 
ably do  them  no  disservice  if  he  would  please  to  make 
good  his  charge  by  convincing  the  publio  that  they  have 
no  love  for  these  precious  metsl:".  It  would  certainly 
place  (hem  in  striking  contrast  with  (he  party  of  (he 
honorable  Senator]  and  what  he  imputes  as  a  crime 
might  possibly  be  rct;arded  as  a  recommendation.  The 
love  uf  gold  and  silver  has  so  much  prevailed  as  the  vim 
of  political  par(ieB,  and  been  the  cause  of  ao  much  abuse 
and  corruption  in  Qorernments,  that  probably  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  might  be  tempted  to  make  the 
experiment  of  administering  their  Government  by  a  new 
set  of  agents  or  rulers  taken  from  this  newly  discovered 
sect  of  mnney-hating  politic! in^^the  first  party  of  that 
description,  I  think,  which  has  yet  appeared  io  the 
world.  But,  air,  however  this  may  eventuate,  I  ought 
perhaps  to  admit,  whatever,  be  its  merit  or  demerit,  that 
the  party  of  the  lionorable  Senator  do  love  gold  and  sil- 
ver better  thsn  their  opponents.  I'hat  party  has  beea 
long  blessed  with  opportunities  of  manifeating  this  at- 
tachment, and  it  has  not  neglected  them.  Its  long  and 
strict  monopoly  of  the  public  Treasury,  with  all  its  shi- 
ning beapK,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  lias  used  that' 
monopoly,  sufficiently  attest  its  alTection  for  the  precious 
metals.  Indulgence,  too,  may  have  increased  lliis  passioat 
for  it  is  exactly  one  of  those  caiea  where  **  increase  ot 
appetite  doth  grow  by  that  it  feeda  on." 

On  the  other  hand,  sir,  the  opponents  of  this  party 
hsve  been  so  long  excluded  from  all  these  opportunitie* 
a<id  indulgences,  that  they  are  supposed,  it  aeein',  to 
have  lost  the  natural  taste,  and,  as  if  in  mockery,  are  de* 
nounced  as  'Miaters  of  gold  and  ailver."  1  know  of  do 
belter  grounds  on  which  the  honorable  Senator  can  reat 
his  accusation,  nor  does  any  reply  occur  lo  me  better 
suited  to  its  ludicrous  gravi(y. 

But  now,  sir,  seeing  (hat  the  honorable  Senator  ia  of 
that  party  which  loves  so  well  the  constitutional  curren- 
cy, k-t  me  ask  him  what  bis  tove  will  prompt  him  to  dof 
This  Treasury  order,  it  seems,  is  not  the  ultimate  scope 
and  aim  uf  his  attempts.  What  ia  it  he  would  wish  forf 
Is  it  to  destroy  all  banks^  Is  it  to  annihilate  the  entire 
paper  system,  and  give  us  in  place  of  it  showers  of  gold 
and  stiowers  uf  silver?  Wiiy,  air,  if  the  fiat  of  that  gen- 
tleman could  annihilate  at  a  blow  all  the  bank  notes  in 
the  country,  does  he  really  believe  that,  the  businesa  <tf 
this  community  could  be  carried  on  without  (hem?  Sir. 
to  attempt  to  transact  the  affdira  of  the  American  com- 
munity by  a  medium  of  gold  and  wiver  Q<iin,  would  be 
little  better  than  going  back  to  ibe  old  Spartan  expedn 
ent  of  bars  of  iron. 

But  from  what  does  Ihe  Senator  infer  (lut  the  party 
to  which  he  is  opposed  hate,  or  at  least  are  opposed  to, 
gold  and  silrerr  Is  the  party  which  advucatcd  Ihe 
Bank  of  the  United  States  the  party  which  ,is  ia  love 
with  the  paper  system?  That  is  his  argunnent.  But 
what  was  one  of  the  chief  grounds  on  which  they  advo* 
caiei  that  bank?  Whs  it  not  lhat  tia^influenck  went  lo 
maintain  a  solid  cu'''^t^tr^l'j'S^4^f0^9$l^ 
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■lifer?  Wuitnotthat,  by  metns  erits  c«ntralri(u«tion 
ind  cxteoMTe  eonlro^  it  would  check  excessei  of  local 
bank*?  So  fiir  ftttm  bein^  opposed  to  gold  »nd  silver, 
tt  WM  the  object  ot  (hftt  party  to  keep  up  t  circulation 
both  of  hard  money  and  good  paper,  and  lecure  to  the 
country  the  advantage*  of  both.  And  now,  can  we  ad- 
vuicc  an  Brpimeot  in  ibis  House  on  the  subject  of  the 
currency,  wj^hcnit  coming  under  some  reproach  about 
the  Bank  or  tbe  United  States^  You  hare  put  down 
that  insiilutioo,  which  actually  acecMnplutbed  all  that  this 
order  profeneato  aioa  at,  snd  now  just  what  we  predict- 
ed duly  CfHiung  to  pas*.  State  twiks  u>e  springing 
up  lilx  mushroom*  In  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  Uutt 
coder  the  patronage  of  the  GoTcrnment,  and  according 
lo  its  earnest  wishes.  And  these  constitute  a  part  of  the 
thousand  b»nka  which  figure  so  largely  in  the  speech  of 
Ibebonod^ie  Senator.  Is  not  this  the  very  effect  which 
we  told  you  would  follow  the  destruction  of  the  Bank  of 
tbe  United  Stnles?  If  you  are  flooded  witli  banks,  and 
the  paper  of  tome  of  tbem  is  of  doubtful  credit,  ts  it  the 
fauU  (rf  tboie  who  did  their  best  to  preserve  that  which 
would  have  kept  down  these  spurious  issues'  What 
can  be  mure  unjust  than  to  charge  us  with*  loving  this 
state  of  tbingsf  But  is  it  not  even  ludicrous  to  contrast 
w\nt  baa  actually  happened  with  the  predictions  of  the 
party  opposed  to  us,  and  to  which  the  Senator  belongs? 
Tb^  told  us  that  the  State  banks  would  give  us  a  better 
correDcy. '  Tbe  executive  messages,  year  after  year, 
^re  us  (he  most  solemn  assurances  Ihif  the  State  banks 
would  fully  supply  the  pUce  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stelcsf  that  no  distress  would  be  the  result,  but  that  we 
llioald  have  a  better  currency.  Behold  tbe  cnnsumma- 
tion  of  these  prophecies.  Do  not  the  prophets  stand  in 
a  position  perfectly  ludicrous?  Are  the  notes  of  these 
thousand  banks  a  better  currency  than  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States?  If  they  are,  then  why  not 
receive  thein  for  the  public  landa?  l>id  any  man  doubt 
tlse  stdvenoy  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  or  the 
goodnca  of  its  notesf  Tou  drstn^ed  that  bank.  Your 
better  currency  b  eome  in  the  place  of  itt  we  bring  it 
to  your  own  doors,  and  you  spurn  it.  We  offer  it  to 
yoo,  and  rmi  reply,  "  What !  convert  the  public  lands 
intoream^f  apoiled  and  8pecklt:d  paper,  called  money?" 
Thus  scorned,  thus  hooted  at,  is  that  v.ery  currency 
which  you  told  us  was  to  be  belter  than  the  notes  of  the 
Uailed  States  Bankt  and  because  we  prophesied  such  a 
cnrreney,  and  labored  to  pretrent  iti  coming  upon  the 
country,  «e  are  now  lo  be  called  haters  gold  and 
niver! 

We  too,  sir,  are  opposed  to  converting  tbe  public 
lands  into  worthless  bank  notes.  But  we  supposed  that, 
dubious  as  the  credit  of  many  of  these  banks  is  justly 
considered,  some  of  them  are  good,  and  that  the  notes 
oftheae  should  be  received  from  the  people,  without 
nmning  into  the  sudden  and  inconvenient  exireme  of 
rfjveting  every  thing  bat  gold  and  ulvert  a  measure  the 
nore  harsh  In  its  operation  and  character,  because  of 
ita  beii^;  the  unexpected  act  of  an  administration  that. 
Bp  to  that  rirry  instant,  had  encouraged  the  circulation 
of  theae  bank  notes,  by  proclaiming  i$  to  be  a  **  belter 
currency"  than  that  which  had  been  furnished  by  tbe 
Bank  of  the  United  Slates. 

But  the  Senator  tells  us  that  the  object  of  this  rrsolu- 
tioQ  ia  twofMd-  Its  prime  object  is  to  di^race  General 
JackfOf>,,and*lhe  second,  which  is  little  inferior  in  im* 
pofftanee,  ii  to  orertbraw  Ihe  national  eunency.  These 
are  the  two  rerolationary  consequences  which  ihe  Sen- 
ator aapposefl'*^' be  aimed  at  by  my  friend  from  Ohio. 
For  myself,  I  can  with  great  truth  say  that  I  am  actu- 
afed  in  this  matter  only  by  my  view  of  the  g«od  or  bad 
poRcy  of  the  Treasury  order,  disconnected  entirely  from 
all  personal  feeling  toward  Genetal  Jackson.  1  have  no 
More  pemnal  feelipg  against  him  on  this  subject  than 


I  have  against  you,  sir.  Would  you  consider  it  an  im- 
peachment on  your  integrity  for  a  gentleman  to  differ 
from  you  as  to  the  policy  of  a  polilieaT  measure?  Surely 
not.  Why.  then,  should  the  Senator  suppose  that  a  mo- 
tion to  rescind  this  Treasury  order  must  be  intended  to 
dishonor  General  Jackson?  Sir,  I  object  wholly  to  this 
introduction  of  presidential  influence  into  debate  on  this 
floor.  Is  it  becoming  in  us  to  say  one  lo  another,  you 
must  do  this  or  that,  lest  the  President  should  feel  him- 
self degraded^  Is  this  a  fit  weapon  to  be  wielded  in  this 
House?  The  Senator  from  Missouri,  from  the  intimacy 
he  is  supposed  to  enjoy  with  the  President,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  speaking  with  authority  on  audi  a  subject. 
But  may  I,  who  am  in  some  degree  excluded  from  the 
presidential  smites,  attempt  to  carry  a  measure  throtigh 
th'e  Senate  by  threatening  the  presidential  frown?  May 
every  little  whipster  wield  this  weapon  over  our  headu? 
What  is  to  be  the  influence  of  such  threats?  What  is 
to  be  the  end  of  such  a  system?  Wliat  must  its  end  be 
but  to  resolve  all  legislation  into  Ihe  will  and  wish  of  the 
Executive?  The  scope  of  such  an  argument  would 
leave  this  Senate  little  more  than  a  lame  regititry  of 
presidential  edicts.  The  Government  may  retain  the 
ahadowy  forms  of  republican  freedom,  bnr  it  will  become 
in  fact  a  stern,  substantial  monarchy.  The  phraie  "  de- 
grade the  President"  is  to  be  used  as  so  many  cabalistic 
words:  the  moment  they  are  uttered  the  Senate  is  lo  be 
silenced.  The  President  thinks  a  certain  measure  right, 
therefore  we  must  think  it  right.  I  read  that  Philip  of 
Maeedon  had  hut  one  eye,  and  he  covered  the  phce  of 
the  other  with  a  patch.  His  influence  in  Greece,  which 
had  long  been  increasing,  at  length  reached  lhat  point 
that  to  court  bis  favor  the  Grecian  Senators  appeared  in 
their  places  with  a  patch  over  the  left  eye.  [A  laugh.] 
So  I  suppose  it  is  to  be  with  us.  If  Ihe  Prehident  on 
any  occasion  happens  to  do  wron^r,  we  are  not  to  think 
or  lo  speak  on  the  subject,  and  must  prefer  to  do  injus- 
tice to  ourselrei^  rather  than  run  tlie  risk  of  degrading 
the  president. 

I  auppoie  I  am  lo  understand  the  Senator  from  Mir- 
souri,  when  he  speaks  of  the  *'  constitutionalcurrenry," 
to  mean  acurreitcy  of  gold  and  silver.  But  the  conttiliition 
says  nothing  on  the  matter,  save  that  the  Stales  bhall  pass 
no  law  muking  any  thing  but  gold  and  silvera  li-ga1  ten- 
der. That  is  all  it  contains  01)  the  subject.  But  I  will  here 
(ell  that  gentleman  that  I  do  to  a  great  txteni,  agree 
^ilh  him  in  the  picture  he  has  drawn  of  a  degraded 
paper  currency,  and  1  will  very  gladly  contribute  my 
mite  to  correct  so  great  an  evil.  But  I  fear  it  is  btynnd 
our  reach.  The  banks  of  which  he  complaint  hold  their 
existence  under  State  authority,  and  all  our  arguments 
amount  to  nothing  more  than  mere  idle  speculation. 
You  have  no  bank.  You  rejected  that  you  had, 
and  refuaed  lo  make  another.  Is  this  Treas'jry  order 
the  mode  in  which  you  would  cornet  the  evila  of  ex< 
eessive  banking'  Would  you  disorder  and  derange  the 
whole  currency  of  the  country,  in  order  that  the  oanks 
may  explode.'  For  alt  the  evils  of  the  existing  system 
that  gentleman  and  his  party  are  fully  chargeable.  They 
put  down  that  institution  which  would  have  prcventtd 
the  whole.  They  did  it  with  the  consequences  plainly 
before  their  eyes — clearly  shown,  and  distinctly  fore- 
told. Thi  y  persevered,  and  those  consequences  have 
now  come.  From  that  act  have  grown  up  all  these 
evils— «TiU  which  the  Senator  paints  in  glowing  colors, 
hut  evils  from  all  which  I  look  forwsnl  in  trembling  hope 
to  an  ultimate  deliverance.  I  entertain  as  great  an  ap- 
prehension or  the  danger  of  these  thousand  banks  a.s  he 
dnest  bill  it  is  a  danger  which  the  Treasury  order  will 
not  remove.  I  am  opposed  to  that  measure,  because  it 
Is  not  a  competent  remedy.  Instead  of  mitigating,  it 
aggravates  Ihe  evil;  and  I  therefore  hope  thejusolution 
before  us  will  receive  tbe  Ganciion  of  this  ^epyt- 
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The  gentleniftn  ii  full  of  thanki  to  the  Pmident  of 
the  United  States.  Well,  air,  I  really  have  no  tdeBlhal 
the  Preiident  had  in  this  matter  any  view  or  purpose 
hoatile  to  the  best  interests  of  thiscountry.  I  can  readily 
imagine  that  his  objects  and  his  motives  were  of  tlie  most 
beneficent  character.  But,  sir,  where  it  the  great  occa* 
sion  for  this  outpouring,  this  oittbresking  of  gratitude; 
so  earneBl,  so  sublime,  that  it  approaches  to  adulation, 
nay,  Id  positive  adoration*  I  hnpelam  not  insensible  to 
the  obligations  of  gratiludet  but  1  hive  no  idea  that  we  are 
foreTer  to  be  looking  up  to  the  President  as  ■  sort  of 
demi-god,  who  has  ahowered  down  benrfits  upon  us 
not  withstanding  our  ill  deserts— benefits  entirely  superer- 
ogatory, and  such  as  we  hs'-l  nn  right  to  expect  or  hope 
for.  No,  sir,  1  am  willing  to  treat  the  President  with 
due  rettpect,  and  to  acknowledge  alt  his  good  deeds  in 
such  a  manner  as  becomes  an  American  citizen;  further 
than  this  I  am  not  disposed  to  og. 

lite  Senator,  (said  Mr.  C.*)  in  the  peroration  »f  his 
eloquent  harangue,  transported  by  the  fervor  of  hit  vie- 
torioos  argument,  regretted  that  there  was  not  more 
taler.t  and  genius  on  the  other  side,  over  which  he  might 
prosecute  still  further  conquests.  He  seems  to  lack 
Bomelhing.  Like  the  victorious  Saracen,  who  carried 
the  true  faith  through  the  world  on  the  point  of  his 
sword,  or  like  Alexander,  who  called  for  more  worlds  to 
conquer,  the  honorable  Senator,  after  having  exulted  in 
triumph  over  all  that  had  been  brought  against  him,  calls 
out  fur  more  talent  am)  more  genius  over  which  to  pur- 
sue liis  conquering  course.  It  is  not,  probably,  in  my 
power,  sir,  to  contribute  whit  is  thus  called  for  to  swell 
the  genllemin's  triumph;  nor  is  it  fur  me,  sir,  longer  to 
keep  the  field  when  such  champions  are  engaireJ. 

When  Mr.  CKiTTKHnaH  had  conclude<l,  and  taken  his 
•eat, 

Mr.  DENTON  explained  that  his  remarks  on  the  want 
of  talent,  argument,  8tc.,  were  not  intended  to  apply  to 
the  actors  in  the  Senate,  but  tn  those  out  of  it  who,  he 
supposed,  had  prepared  the  subject. 

The  question  being  announced  from  the  Chair  as  being 
on  orderiuK  (he  reioluiinn  to  a  second  reading, 

Mr.  EWtNG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  ques- 
tion; which  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  WBD3  TBR, 

Tlie  Senate  then  adjourned. 


WjiliaESriT,  USCEMBEI|31. 

Mr.  RI;GGLBS  presented  the  credentials  of  (he  Hon. 
JcDAS  Das  A,  elected  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Maine, 
to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
the  Hon.  Etbbb  SHBrLar;  after  which,  the  oath  to  sup- 
port the  constitution  ofilie  United  States  was  administer- 
ed to  Mr.  Uaka  by  the  Vice  President^  and  he  look  his 
seal. 

PUBLIC  DEPOSITES. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  agreeably  to  nut'Ce,  a<iked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce  the  following  bill: 

A  bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  certain  sectiona  therein 
named  of  the  act  of  the  S3d  June,  1836,  regulating 
the  deposltes  of  the  money  that  may  be  in  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  lat  January,  1838. 

Be  it  enacted,  &fc..  That  the  money  which  shall  be  in 
Hie  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates  on  the  Ut  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1838,  reserving  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dotlurs, 
shall  be  deposited  with  the  several  StaleK,  on  the  terms 
and  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  13th,  14th,  and 
15th  aectiona  of  the  act  to  regulate  the  depositea  of  the 
public  money,  approved  the  *i3d  day  of  June,  1836. 

Mr.  C,  in  introducing  the  bill,  <^servrd  that  he  hid 
not  asked  leave  to  introduce  this  bill  without  satisfying 
himself  that  there  would  be  b  largr-  surplus  of  th?  public 


revenue  remsining  in  the  Treasury  at  the  tenuiaftlion  of 
the  next  year,  after  allowing  for  very  liberal  BppropriB- 
tions  on  all  proper  subjecia  of  ei^enditure.  Profli  the 
calculations  he  had  made,  he  was  eonvioeed  thst  the 
amount  of  this  aurplut  would  not  fall  short  ol  eight  ail- 
lions  of  dollars. 

He  was  fully  aware  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  the  report  submitted  by  that  officer  to  drigreas, 
had  taken  a  very  different  view;  yet  Mr.  C.  th  'ught  be 
hazarded  little  when  he  said  tint  on  this  subject  the  See- 
retary  was  certainly  mistaken.  He  knew,  Indeed,  thai 
formerly  mich  an  assertion  from  a  member  of  Congress, 
in  relation  to  the  highest  fiscal  officer  of  the  Gofcm- 
ment,  would  have  been  <leemed  adrenturou%;  but  so 
vngue,  so  uncertain,  to  conjectural,  and- ao  *ery  errone. 
ous,  had  been  the  report  from  that  Depariment  for  two 
or  three  years  lust  past,  that  he  could  not  be  r--  ".lidered 
as  risking  much  in  taking  such  a  position,  iliat  in  tbii 
remark  he  did  no  injustice  to  the  Seer*  lary  of  the 
Treasury,  (toward  whom  he  cherished  no  per4t<n--l  bee- 
tility  or  unkind  feeling  whatsoever,)  be  wu-ilil  take  the 
hberty  of  presenting  to  the  Senate  the  est; mates  .nade 
by  that  officer  for  the  present  year,  in  Utcc'n'ji.''  last, 
and  comparing  with  it  the  actual  result,  as  now  ascer- 
tained from  the  Secretary's  own  report,  made  the  pres. 
ent  lesson.  His  estimate  ofthe  receipts  from  all  sources, 
including  the  public  lands  and  every  other  branch  of  the 
revenue,  amounted  to  #19,750,000,  whereas  the  report 
stated  those  receipts  to  bvre  amounted  to  947,69i,898| 
presenting  a  diiTerence  in  the  estimate,  for  a  single  )'ear, 
of  $37,941,898.  Thus  the  excess  of  the  actual  receipta 
had  exceeded  the  estimate  by  more  than  one  third  of 
the  whole  amount  of  the  estimate.  Each  of  the  great 
branches  of  the  revenue,  the  customs  and  the  public 
lands,  exceeded  the  estimate  by  millions  of  dollars. 

Again:  the  Secretary  had  estimated  the  balance  at  tlie 
end  of  the  year,  then  within  four  weeks  of  its  termina- 
tion, at  f 16.047,598,  whereaa  the  report  showed  that  ih« 
bslance  actually  amounted  to  #3(^749,803,  being  an  er- 
rir  of  $8,703,350  for  that  short  period.  How  these  er- 
rors arose,  whether  from  negligence  or  inattention,  or 
whether  they  were  made  purposely  to  subserve  ct-rta'n 
political  views,  it  was  not  for  him  to  sayt  btt^'they  were 
sufficient  to  show  that  he  ran  no  very  formidable  liaurd 
in  venturir^  to  say  that  the  views  of  the  Secretary  in  re- 
spect to  what  was  yet  future  might  be  erroneous. 

But  further:  the  Secretary,  in  his  report  last  year,  had 
esltmited  the  available  means  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
current  year  at  $37,797,598;  the\  were  now  ascertained 
lo  have  been  $74,441,701,  exhibiting  ttir  small  error  of 
$46,644,104.  We  might  search  ilr.  u..c»l  records  of  all 
civilized  nations,  and  would  no!  ft'i'l  in  the  compsss  of 
history  an  error  so  monstrous.  Iti-  stated  this  with  no 
feelings  of  ill  will  toward  the  Secretary,  but  with  emo- 
tions of  shame  and  mortificatton  f  ir  the  honor  of  the 
country.  How  must  errors  like  tl<  ^l-  aj.pear  in  the  eyes 
of  foreign  nations?    H»w  would  thoy  look  lo  posterity^ 

But  he  was  not  yet  done.  I'he  Secretary  estimates 
the  expenditures  of  the  year  at  ;i:.^,103,444,  whereas 
they  turned  nut  to  be  $31,435,033.  making  a  difference 
of  $8,331,588.  Heestimalesthe  baUiice  in  the  Treasury 
at  the  end  of  this  year  at  $14,500,000.  He  now  admits 
that  it  will  equal  $43,005,669,  making  an  error  of 
$^8,505,669,  and  this  notwithatanding  h«  hud  made  an 
under-estimate  of  the  expenditure  of  more  lluin  eight 
millions,  which,  if  added,  as  it  ought  to  be,  would  make 
a  mistake  of  nearly  thirty-seven  millii" 

The  Secretary,  however,  had  prt  liit-,'  hy  the  errors 
of  last  year.    The  estimates  in  ihe  <  report  were 

somewhat  nearer  to  the  truth,  but  we  e  i'.  II  fHr  removM 
from  it.  And,  indeed,  fa  small  was  tiie amount  in  which 
he  had  profiled,  that  he  liad  riskelt^-ii  opimtrithat  the 
rxpenditure  would  exCtf$id2tlbe>iAcnO,O04tt,  of  the 


81 


OF  DEBATES  IN  GOxNGUESH 


Dm.  31,  1836.]  PubUe  DepotUet,  *  [Sn^n. 


aam  wlucb  bad  b«en  deposed  wilb  (be  Staiei,  a  portion, 
•mounting  to  between  two  and  three  loiHioRS  would 
htve  to  be  reFundcd.  Hie  SecrelAry  held  out  language 
of  tbis  kind,  when  he  acknowledged  that  ihe  income  of 
the  year  would  be  ^,000,000.  Mr.  C.  said  lie  would 
be  Klad  to  see  the  adminislralion,  with  such  an  incomr, 
venture  to  call  upon  the  States  to  pay  back  the  mon- 
eyi  they  hati  received.  Ko  administ ration  would  ven* 
ture  tbe  call,  except  in  (be  case  of  a  foreign  war,  in 
wbich  caae  these  (leposites  would  prove  a  timely  and 
precious  resource.  With  proper  management,  they 
would  endile  the  Government  to  avoid  the  necessity,  at 
the  commencement  of  a  war,  of  resorting  to  war  taxes 
and  loans.  All  those  gentlemen,  and  he  saw  several  of 
tbem  around  him,  who  were  Iiere  at  the  cummencement 
of  the  last  war,  would  well  remember  (he  difHcutty  and 
eabarrftMinenl  which  attended  the  operation  of  raising 
the  revenue  from  a  peace  (o  a  war  mtablishment. 

Assuming;  -  then,  that  there  would  be  a  tiurplu)',  the 
que»)>on  presented  itself  as  to  what  shojld  he  done  with 
it.    That  question  Ur.  C>  would  not  now  altfmpt  to 
argue.    1'he  discussion  or  ii  at  (his  time  would  be  pre- 
pu(ure  and  out  of  pUce.  He  proposed  tu  himself  a  more 
l>iaited  <^j<Gi,  which  was  tO' state  the  points  connected 
with  thW  Bubject,  whtidi  lie  considered  as  cstublislicdt 
and  to  potnt  out  what  was  the  real  issue  at  prcient.  One 
poiot  was  perfectly  eslahlishcd  by  the  procccdiiigs  of 
(be  tul  session — that,  when  there  was  an  unavoidable 
surplus,  i(  ought  nut  to  be  leA  iu  ihe  I'reasiiry,  or  In  the 
drpf>aile  banks,  but  should  be  deposited  with  the  S'atea. 
I(  was  not  only  the  most  safe,  but  Ihe  must  just,  (hat  (he 
States  ^ould  have  the  use  of  the  money  in  preference  to 
the  banks.  This»  in  fact,  was  the  great  and  leading  princi- 
ple which  ky  at  the  foundation  of  the  act  of  last  session — 
an  act  that  would  forever  dislingiiibli  the  S4th  Con- 
gress— an  act  which  will  go  down  with  honor  to  poster- 
ily,  aa  tt  had  obtained  the  almost  unanimous  approbation 
of  the  present  day.    The  passage  had  inspired  the  Coun- 
try wiO)  new  hopes.    It  had  been  beheld  abroad  an  a 
matter  of  wonder,  a  phenomennn  in  Uie  fisc^il  world, 
such  as  could  have  sprung  out  of  no  institutions  but  nuri, 
and  which  went  in  a  powerful  and  impressive  manikcr  tu 
Uhiatrsie  the  geniiu  of  our  Government. 

lie  considered  it  not  leas  fully  established  that  there 
imght  to  be  no  suiplus,  if  it  could  be  avoided.  The 
money  bekmged  to  iliose  who  made  it,  and  Government 
bad  no  r4ght  to  exact  it  unless  necessary.  What,  then, 
was  the  true  question  at  i^sue'  It  wafc  this:  Can  you  re- 
duce the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  people.' — he  meant 
in  B  large  political  sense.  Could  (he  rt:duction  be  made 
without  SB  injury  that  would  more  than  countervail  the 
bcnefilf  The  President  thought  it  could  be  donei  and 
Mr.  C.  hoped  he  was  correct  in  that  opinion.  If  it  be 
IHacticable,  then,  beyond  at)  question,  it  was  the  proper 
and  natural  course  to  be  adopted.  U  was  under  this  im> 
preanon  that  he  had  moved  to  rtfer  thiM  part  of  the  Frcs- 
ident'a  message  to  the  CommiKee  on  Finance.  He  not 
only  confidered  that  as  the  appropriate  committee,  but 
tli«c  were  other  reasons  that  governed  htm  In  making 
the  reference.  A  majority  of  (hat  committee  were 
known  to  be  hostile  (o  the  depotite  bill,  and  would, 
Iberefbrr,  do  all  in  their  power  to  avoid  the  poskibiliiy  of 
having  a  surplus.  If,  then,  that  committee  could  not  ef- 
fect a  reduction,  then  it  might  be  ssft  ly  assumed  as  im- 
practicable. If  ihey  could  agree  on  a  reduction,  the 
Senate  no  doubt  would  readily  concur  with  Ihcm. 

There  wan  one  point  on  which  tlic  committee  need  Iwve 
ao  apprehension:  that  any  reduction  they  might  propose 
to  malce  would  be  considered  by  the  South  as  a  breach 
of  the  compromise  act.  Uer  interest  in  thai  act  is  not 
against  the  reduction,  but  (he  increH>e  of  duties.  If  it 
M  the  pleasure  of  other  sectidna  to  rt.duce,  tXvi  will 
OCrtBinly  not  ccHnpUin. 

VsA.  XUI.-6 


Mr.  C*  said  be  would  take  this  occasion  to  define  wi(h 
exactness  the  position  he  occupied  in  regard  to  (he  com- 
prnmiae.  Ilestood,  personally,  without  pledge  or  plight* 
ed  faith,  as  far  as  that  act  was  concerned.  He'cleai  ly 
foresaw,  at  the  time  that  bill  passed,  that  (here  would 
be  a  surplus  of  revenue  in  the  Treasury.  He  knew  that 
result  to  be  unavoidable,  unless  by  a  rcductinn  so  sud- 
den as  to  overthrow  our  manufacturing  esiablishments— 
a  catastrophe  which  he  sincerely  desired  to  avoid. 
Whatever  might  be  tliouglit  to  (lie  contrary,  he  had  al- 
ways been  (he  friend  of  thof:e  estublishmcnts.  He 
thought  at  the  time  that  the  reduction  provided  for  in 
the  bill  had  nut  been  made  to  take  place  ss  fast  as  it 
might  have  been.  But  the  terrrs  of  the  bill  formed  the 
only  ground  on  which  (he  opposing  interests  could  agree; 
and  he,  as  representing  in  part  one  of  the  Southern 
Statea,  had  accepted  it,  believing  it,  on  the  whole,  to  be 
the  best  arrangement  which  could  be  eflecled;  yet  he 
saw  (it  did  not,  indeed,  require  much  of  a  prophetic 
spirit)  (hat  there  were  those  who  were  then  ready  lo 
collect  the  larifTat  the  point  of  the  baynnct,  rather  than 
yield  an  inch,  who,  when  the  injuriousefTects  of  the  sur- 
plus should  be  felt,  would  throw  the  responsibility  on 
those  who  supported  the  bill.  Seeing  this,  Mr.  C.  had 
determined  that  it  should  not  be  thrown  upon  him.  He 
had,  (herefore,  ristn  in  his  place,  and,  alter  calling  on 
(he  Etenographcrs  to  no(e  his  words,  he  had  declared 
(hat  he  vuled  fur  that  bill  in  the  same  manner,  and  no 
other,  (hat  he  did  fur  all  other  bilU,  and  that  he  held 
himself  no  fuiiher  personally  ipledged  in  its  passage  (hsn 
in  any  other.  Mr.  C  was  therefore  at  perfect  liberty 
to  celcct  his  pnsitiun,  which  he  would  now  slate.  We 
of  the  South  had  derived  incalculable  advantage  from 
that  act)  and, .as  one  belonging  to  that  sec(iDn,  be  claim* 
ed  all  those  advantegea  to  the  very  last  letter.  Tliat 
act  had  reduced  the  income  of  (he  Government  greatly. 
Few,  he  believed,  were  fully  aware  of  the  extent  to  which 
it  had  operated.  It  was  a  fact,  which  the  documents 
would  show,  that  the  act  of  1828  arrested  at  the  custom- 
house one  half  In  value  of  the  amount  of  (he  imports. 
The  imports  at  that  time,  deducting  reshipments,  were 
ahotit  B'xty-five  milliona  of  dollars  in  value,  out  of  which 
the  Government  collected  about  thirty*two  millions  in 
the  gross.  The  imports  of  the  last  year,  deducting  re- 
shipments,  amounted  to$120,000,000,  which,  if  the  tariff 
of  1838  had  not  been  reduced,  would  have  given  an  in* 
crease  of  {60,000,000,  instead  of  something  upwards  of 
}21, 000,000.  lie  claimed  not  the  whole  diflerence  for 
the  compromise,  but  upwards  of  $20,000,000  may  be 
fairly  carried  to  its  credit.  Under  this  great  reduction, 
we  of  the  South  began  to  revive.  Our  business  began 
to  thrive  atid  to  louk  up.  But  the  compromise  act  had 
not  yet  fully  discharged  its  functions.  Its  operation 
would  continue  until  the  revenue  should  he  brought 
down  till  no  duty  should  exceed  20  per  cent,  ad  va/orem, 
and  the  revenue  be  reduced  to  the  actual  wants  of  the 
Government.  But,  while  he  claimed  for  the  South  alt 
these  very  important  advantages,  Mr.  C.  trusted  he  was 
too  honest,  as  well  as  too  proud,  while  he  claimed  lhoa« 
benefits  on  her  part,  to  withhold  whatever  advantage 
the  North  may  derive  from  the  compromise.  His  posi* 
tion,  then,  on  the  question  of  reduction,  was  to  follow, 
and  not  to  lead;  ant!  such  he  believed  to  be  the  true  po- 
sition of  the  South.  If  it  be  the  wish  of  other  sections  to 
reduce,  she  will  cheerfully  fullowt  but  I  trust  she  will 
be  Ihe  hst  tn  disturb  thC'  present  state  of  things. 

Having  thus  clearly  defined  bis  own  position,  Mr.  C. 
said  he  would  venture  a  suggestion.  If  the  aanuftclu- 
ring  interehts  would  listen  (o  the  voice  of  one  who  had 
never  been  their  enemy,  he  would  venture  to  advise 
(hem  to  a  course  which  he  should  consider  as  wise  on  all 
sides. 

II  is  wcU  knuwn. 
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make*  t  very  Rreat  and  sudden  reduction  in  llie  yeart 
'41  and  '42.  He  doubted  the  wiadom  of  this  proviaion 
at  the  time)  but  those  who  repreaented  the  manufactu- 
rinff  intereat  thought  it  was  saTer  and  belter  to  reduce 
more  alowly  at  first  and  more  rapidly  at  the  (erminaiion 
of  the  term,  in  order  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  a  abock 
■t  the  (UMnmencenient  of  the  term.  He  thought  experi- 
ence bad  clearly  shown  that  there  couM  be  no  haxard  in 
accelerating  the  rate  of  reduction  now,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  great  snd  rapid  descent  of  '41  and  '42}  and  1n 
thia  view  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  would  be  wise  to  dis* 
tribute  the  remaining  reduction  equally  on  the  sii  re- 
maining years  ul  the  act.  it  was,  however,  but  a  sug- 
gestion. 

Mr.  C.  observed  that,  had  not  this  been  the  short  ses- 
MOn  of  Congress  he  should  have  postponed  the  intro- 
duction of  tlie  present  bill,  and  awaited  the  action  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  But  it  was  possible  that  com- 
nitlee  might  find  it  tmpradicable  to  reduce  the  revenue, 
and  as  there  were  but  about  two  months  of  the  session 
left,  if  something  were  not  efTected  in  the  mean  time,  a 
large  surplus  might  be  left  in  the  Treasury,  or  rather  in 
the  deposite  hanks— left  there  lo  disturb  and  disorder 
the  currency  of  the  counlryt  to  cherish  and  foster  a  spirit 
of  wild  and  boundless  speculation,  and  to  be  wielded  for 
electioneering  purposes.  A  standing  surplus  in  the  de> 
posite  banks  was  almost  universally  condemned.  The 
President  himself  had  announced  it  in  his  message,  and 
Mr.  C.  heartily  agreed  with  him  in  every  word  lie  had 
said  on  that  subject. 

Before  sending  the  bill  to  the  Chair,  he  would  take  the 
liberty  uf  cxpreuing  his  hope  ttut  the  subject  would  be 
discussed  In  the  same  spirit  of  moderation  as  bad  charac- 
terized the  debates  upon  it  last  year.  It  was  a  noble  ex- 
ample, and  he  hoped  it  would  be  followed.  Let  the 
subject  be  argued  on  great  public  grounds,  and  let  all 
party  spirit  be  ucrificed  on  this  great  qnrslion-  to  the 
good  of  (he  country.  Yet,  he  would  say  to  the  friends 
of  the  administration,  that  it  was  not  from  any  fear,  on 

t>arty  f;round,  that  he  uttered  this  senlimeiitf  for  he  be- 
ieved  there  was  no  subject  which,  in  the  hands  of  a  skil- 
ful opposition,  would  be  more  fatal  to  power. 

The  bill  was,  by  consent,  read  twicet  when  Mr.  Cal- 
■ovH  moved  (hat  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next.  He  saw  no  necessity  for  its  commitment. 

Mr.  CLAY  was  estremely  unwilling  to  interrupt  for  a 
inament  (and  he  would  only  interrupt  fur  a  moment)  the 
progress  of  the  debate  expected  to  proceed  to  day.  Bu*, 
froo)  the  numerous  indications  which  had  been  given  of 
a  purpose  to  disturb  the  compromise  act,  and  from  the 
direct  allusion  to  the  subject  which  bad  just  been  made, 
he  felt  himself  called  opon  to  say  one  word.  Con^der- 
ing  the  circumstances  under  which  (hat  act  passed,  the 
manner  through  this  body,  (he  acctamstiun  with  which 
it  ran  through  the  House,  the  cordial  reception  will) 
which  it  was  greeted  by  every  part  and  every  interest  in 
the  country,  he  did  not  (bink  that  it  ought  to  be  lightly 
touched.  In  faith  of  adherence  to  tlte  provisions  of  that 
act,  large  investments  have  been  made,  and  under  its 
beneficent  operation  every  interest  has  prospered,  the 
nanufiicturing  not  less  than  other  great  interests.  The 
wliole  country  has  looked  to  the  invioUbili'y  of  the  act: 
the  messages  of  the  President!  the  reports  from  the  Sec- 
retary  of  the  Treasuirt  the  (leclaraiions  of  mcmbera  of 
Congress  upon  this  floor  and  that  of  the  odier  House, 
adi  beretirfbre  have  united  in  stamping  upcm  it  that  char- 
acter.   Strictly  apeaking,  be  wa«  aware  (hat  Congress 

Eossessed  the  power  (o  repeal  or  modify  the  act]  but  in 
is  opinion  it  could  not  be  done,  without  something  like 
a  violation  of  the  public  faith.    He  had  foreseen,  ai  the 

Esriod  of  the  passage  of  the  act,  the  probability  of  a 
rge  surplus  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Governmen',  eco- 
iiMDically  administered,  and  he  hid  endeavored,  simul- 


taneously with  the  passage  of  the  act,  (n  provide  for  h 
by  the  introduction  of  the  land  bill.  1'hat  bill  had  paas- 
ed  Congress,  but  unfortunately  had  encountered  the  veto 
of  the  President.  If  that  bill  had  received  bis  sanctiop, 
there  would  have  been  no  surplus  at  the  last  sesnon, 
none  now,  probably  none  hereafter,  to  divide  and  dis- 
trut  usi  for  it  was  from  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  that  the  aurplus  arose.  If  the  land  bill  which  pass- 
ed at  (be  last  session  of  the  Senate  had  become  a  law,  it 
would  have  distributed  among  the  aeveral  States  i  larger 
sum  than  will  be  deposited  in  their  treasuries  under  the 
deposite  set. 

Mr,  C-  said  that  he  well  knew  tliat  the  preservation 
of  the  compromise  act  did  not  depend  upon  him.  He 
well  knew  that  i(a  iiate  waa  in  the  hands  of  a  majority  of 
the  Senate,  as  now  eonstiluted,  and  a  majority  of  the 
Houaet  and  if  thejr  chose  to  repeal  it,  or  to  make  any 
essential  alteration  in  the  measure  of  protection  secured 
by  that  act,  he  could  only  deeply  regret  iliie  reopening 
of  wounds  which  had  been  to  happily  healed.  He  could 
co-operate  in  no  such  object,  but  should,  for  himself, 
steadily  oppose  any  material  change  of  the  provisions  of 
the  act,  and  insist  upon  that  efficacious  and  complete 
remedy  for  a  surplus  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  land 
bill,  or  upon  some  other  competent  remedy,  which  would 
not  unsettle  all  the  great  business  of  the  country. 

Mr.  WALKKR  moved  thst  the  bill  be  referred  lo  (he 
Committee  on  Finance)  and,  in  supporting  his  motion, 
observed  that  he  had  been  one  of  (hose  «  ho  voted  against 
what  was  now  openly  avowed  to  be  a  distrtbntion  bill. 
Since  (he  money  had  been  distributed,  some  of  the  lar* 
gest  States  had  already  come  forward  and  applied  to 
Congress  for  the  repeal  of  that  section  of  the  bill  which 
provided  for  (he  refunding  of  the  money  by  the  States^ 
when  it  should  be  needed  by  the  General  Government. 
He  would  remind  the  Senate  that  the  distinguished  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusett<<,  [Mr.  Wzssteb,]  who  had 
been  one  of  the  authors  and  advocates  of  this  measure, 
did  expressly  tell  the  Senate  that  it  would  be  but  a  »n- 
gle  operation;  and  when  the  Senate  were  warned  that 
that  bill  would  be  only  a  precedent  fer  the  diairibulioii 
policy  in  futtire,  the  distinguished  Senator  had  amored 
them  of  the  contrary,  and  bad  insisted  that  it^was  a  tingle 
and  solitary  measure,  intended  only  to  meet  a  contingen- 
cy. Yet,  what  was  the  Senate  now  asked  lo  do?  To 
create  a  surplus  for  the  purpose  of  future  distribution. 
Ur.  W.  really  thought  thst  such  a  proposition  demanded 
examination  by  some  committee,  snd  he  hoped  that  the 
Senate  would  not  consent  to  take  a  leap  in  the  dark. 
The  honofable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  pre- 
sented, as  one  ground  of  his  opposition  lo  letitnir  the 
public  money  remain  in  the  deposite  banka,  a  desire-  to 
prevent  the  public  land  from  passing  into  the  handa  of 
speculators.  But  (he  gentleman's  remedy  had  not  met 
tbe  evil.  The  distribution  bill  had  not  prevented  ibe 
monopoly  of  the  public  lands  by  speculators,  nor  would 
it  ever  prevent  it.  If  the  gentleman  did  really  desire  fo 
obviate  that  evil,  let  him  join  in  recommending  that  part 
of  the  President's  message  which  proposed  (o  fimii  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers.  Should  this 
recommendation  be  adopted,  there  would  remain  no 
surplus  to  be  distributed.  Fur  b<'W  was  the  surplus  cre- 
ated? By  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  it  would  be  found  that,  in  the  first  three 
quarters  of  (he  last  year,  twenty  millions  of  dollar*  bad 
been  paid  Into  the  Treasury  for  the  public  lands,  which 
was  at  the  rate  of  about  twenty-five  millions  a  year.  Yet, 
what  portion  of  iliis  amount  was  needed  for  actual  set- 
tlers? Not  more  than  ^,000,000;  or,  according  to  an 
estimate  made  by  the  cha'rman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  not  over  $8,000,000.  Thus  there  would 
be  a  reduction  in  the  receipt  of  €16,000,00(^  being 
double  the  amount  "/^J-Qt^I^ 
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orabte  caitleniin  friMn  Soatb  Carolina.  Let  bim*  then, 
fdopt  Ae  PKndent*!  recommendation,  end  the  evil  ap- 
prebended  could  not  take  place.  But  ihould  the  Senate 
paM  tbe  bill  which  had  no*  been  introduced,  they  would 
han  paMed  the  Rubicon,  and  the  diatribution  policy 
would,  in  ipite  of  all  oppoattion,  become  the  settled  pol- 
icy of  the  Government. 

Mr.  W.  called  upon  the  Senate  and  upon  the  country 
to  rMMik  that  they  were  nov  inroked  by  tbe  ffentleman 
from  Soatir  Carolina  to  create  a  nirplus  for  tbe  purpose 
of  Aitribation.  ^ 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  in  reply,  eofflplained  of  having  been 
entirely  mtsatatcd  by  the  Senator  from  MissisBippi.  He 
had  not  inToked  the  Senate  to  any  such  act,  nor  had  he 
■aid  any  tbinj;  like  it.  But  be  had  aaid  that  no  adminis- 
tratioa  could  honestly  plead  any  necessity  for  demanding^ 
back  the  depoaitei  from  tbe  Slates,  unleu  in  tbe  contin- 
geocf  of  a  foreign  war.  So  far  from  having  expressed 
a  de«re  to  create  and  distribute  a  sunilus,  he  bad,  on  the 
contrary,  expressly  declared  that  be  ahould  greatly  pre- 
fer a  reduction  of  the  revenue,  if  it  could  be  safely  ef- 
Kected;  and  he  had  expressed  his  willingness  to  send  the 
b'dl  to  a  committee  opposed  to  bis  own  views,  that,  if 
poanble,  this  might  be  effected.  Tet  the  gentleman 
aceiiaed  bim  of  a  design  lo  create  a  surplus. 

Tbe  gentleman  had  again  said  that  one  of  the  ai^> 
nwnlB  urged  by  bun  in  favor  of  the  diitribation  bill  bad 
been^  that  tbe  deposite  of  tbe  public  money  in  banks  was 
a  great  instrument  of  fraud  and  speculation.  This  was  a 
great  mistake.  He  had  said  no  such  thing.  The  Preii. 
dent,  however,  had  undertaken  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject, >nd  had  ia^ed  an  order,  which  was  much  more  like 
an  act  of  Congress  than  an  executive  measure.  The 
Prendent  deemed  the  evil  so  great,  and  the  remedy  so 
ipeafic,  that  he  had  ventured  on  a  great  stretch  of  power 
lo  rcaliie  the  abject.  Now,  after  what  the  I'rendent 
hmd  mid  on  this  subject,  any  man  who  riiotild  vute  to 
Iravtt  the  public  money  in  depoaile  banks  stood  openly 
convicted  uf  being  in  hvor  of  speculators. 

Ur.  C.  hoped  the  Senator  would  not  persist  in  bis  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  bill  to  a  committee  which  he  knew  to 
be  utterly  opposed  to  it.  Nothing  could  be  more  unpar> 
fiantentary.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  at  least 
indulge  him"  with  a  special  committee. 

■It.  BUCHANAN,  without  expressiiw  any  opinion  on 
the  nerte  of  Uie  bill,  was  in  hvor  of  us  commitment. 
Tbe  subject  extended  itself  into  so  many  ramifications, 
was  so  complex  and  so  extensive,  that  no  leading  meas- 
ure ought  to  be  adopted  in  relation  to  it  without  its 
previously  undergoing  the  careful  investigation  of  a 
oommittee.  There  were  two  counter  projects  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  which  were  essentially  incompatible 
vtth  each  other.  One  had  been  reputed  by  the  Sena- 
tor frens  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  which  proposed  to  dis- 
tribute the  proceeds  of  tbe  publio  lands  among  tbe 
States  on  certaia  conditions;  the  other  to  deposite  the  sur- 
plos  that  mii{hl  accrue,  under  the  pruviMons  of  the  bill  of 
the  Int  scsRon.  Both  these  plans,  it  was  obvious,  could 
RBt  prevail;  while  the  President  had  recommended  the 
■ale  of  the  public  domain  to  actual  settlers  only.  On 
llus  mttrr  Mr.  B.  expressed  no  opinion,  but  should  be 
gnidcd  in  a  great  measure  by  the  wishes  and  opinions  of 
geatleown  coming  from  the  new  Slates. 

Should  the  President's  recommendation  be  adopted, 
thrre  woold  probably  be  no  surplus.  He  should  tike  to 
see  a  responsible  report  from  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
On  the  question  whether  there  would  or  would  not  be  a 
sarplus  on  tht  lit  of  Jamury  next  be  expressed  no 
opintoi*. 

While  up,  he  would  add  one  word  on  tbe  subject  of 
what  was  conunonly  called  tbe  compromise  act.  Never 
sIkmiM  be  forget  the  impression  made  upon  his  own 
■ind  vlwn  itie  news  of  the  paxage  of  that  act  first 


reached  him.  He  had  then  been  in  a  foreign  country. 
The  enemies  of  liberty  throughout  tbe  world  were  alt 
looking  to  this  country  with  anxious  eyes,  and  with  hopes 
lii)>hly  raised,  that  this  last  experiment  in  f»vor  of  human 
freedom  would  prove  to  be  a  failure,  lite  most  exag- 
gerated accounts  of  the  division  of  opinion  in  this  coun- 
try, on  the  subject  of  the  tariflT,  were  spread  throughout 
Europe,  and  the  expectation  appeared  to  be  general 
that  our  Union  would  be  dissolved,  and  the  republic  ex- 
pire. In  such  circumstances,  when  he  heard  that  a  com* 
promise  had  been  effected,  his  bosom  bad  been  pervaded 
by  a  feeling  such  as  he  bad  never  known  before.  With- 
out being  acquainted  with  the  particulars  of  the  bill,  he 
was  prepared  to  approve  of  it  In  advance.  On  further 
examination,  however,  he  could  not  say  whether  be 
ahould  have  supported  the  bill  or  not,  but  the  counlnr 
had  received  it)  the  great  manufacturing  and  agricul- 
tural interests  had  welcomed  it,  and  to  tbis  raonent  re- 
lied upon  it  as,  in  some  sense,  the  charter  of  their  hopes. 
Other  prevailing  interests  of  tbe  country  shared  in  the 
feeling,  and  never  would  Hr.  B.  give  his  vote  In  favor 
of  touching  one  of  its  provisions.  That  could  not  be 
done  without  extensively  and  injuriously  afTecting,  not 
only  the  agricultural  and  manufacturing,  but  another 
great  interest  of  his  own  State.  He  referred  lo  tbe 
mining  interest.  On  the  whole,  he  hoped  that  they 
should  have  a  report  from  a  committee]  and  should  ft 
even  be  adverse  to  the  bill,  yet,  such  were  the  welU 
known  zeal,  perseverance,  and  talents,  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  fronr  South  Carolina,  that  lie  would  still  find 
ways  and  means  to  bring  the  merits  of  his  project  fully 
before  tbe  minds  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina had  appealed  to  him  to  indulge  him  with  a  special 
committee.  But  that  gentleman  would  do  well  to  re- 
member that,  when  on  a  former  occasion  be  (Hr.  W.) 
had  introduced  a  bill  of  great  importance  to  Misussippi, 
and  asked  its  reference  to  a  select  committee,  that  gen- 
tleman had  opposed  the  motion,  and  had  sent  the  bill  to 
tbe  Gommiltee  on  Public  Lund?,  which  he  well  knew  to 
be  opposed  to  every  one  of  its  provlsione.  In  insisting, 
thereforr,  on  bis  original  motion  to  refer  ibis  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  be  had  onljr  followed  an  ex- 
ample which  the  gentleman  bad  set  him. 

Mr.  W.  then  went  into  some  explanations  to  show 
that  he  bad  not  misunderstood  or  misrepresented  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  U  that  gen- 
tleman should  oppose  the  Pres'dent's  recommendation 
in  regard  to  selling  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers 
only,  it  would,  in  effect,  be  equivalent  to  voting  to  create 
a  surplus.  Mr.  W.  said  he  had  no  wish  to  alarm  the 
manufacturing  interest,  toward  which  he  entertained  no 
hostilityi  but  he  would  now  tell  thst  intereat  throughout 
this  country,  that  if  they  wished  to  preserve  the  eum- 
prom'se  bill,  the  mode  was  to  prevent  an  exorbitant 
sale  of  the  public  lands.  If  this  were  permitted  to  con- 
tinue, a  surplus  revenue  could  not  be  prevented  with- 
out touching  the  compromise  bill.  Mr.  W.  had,  on  the 
l»st  session,  uffered  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  ascertain  and  report  to  Congress 
what  reduction  in  the  tariff  and  in  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  would  be  necessary  to  bring  down  the  revenue 
to  the  wants  of  tl»e  Government,  hut  in  such  a  manner 
as  not  to  infringe  on  the  compromise.  The  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Webbteb]  had  moved  to  lay 
that  resolution  ou  the  table;  not  because  he  was  partic- 
ularly hostile  to  it,  but  because  he  wished  lo  press  some 
other  subject  wl.ich  was  before  the  S'-nate;  and  afttr- 
ward  there  had  been  no  opportunity  to  csll  it  up.  Mr. 
W.  should  not  now  depart  frum  the  spirit  of  that  reso- 
lution. He  had  no  wish  lo  violate  the  comprnmise,  but 
desired  that  the  reduction  should  b<  in  conformity  with 
the  6ib  secUoQ  of  that  fef^i^lj^Vltfefl^g  Ic 
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The  Senate  had  be^n  told  by  the  genllenian  from  Ken- 
tucky \yit.  Clat]  tbftt  the  fxiUi  of  the  nation  stood 
pledged  to  pmenre  that  bill  inviolate.  But  that  bill  de- 
clared, in  (he  most  expresa  terms,  tiiat  the  reduction  of 
the  revenue  WuS  not  tu  be  made  by  depositing  it  with 
the  States — that  was  no  Feature  of  the  compromise — but 
by  a  reduction  of  duties.  He  had  ascertained  that  the 
reduction  which  his  plan  would  effect  would  amount  to 
three  millions  of  dollars.  Deduct  Ihtt  from  the  eight 
millions  derived  from  tlieade  of  public  lands  to  actual 
settlers,  and  it  would  leave  five  millions  of  dollars,  be- 
ing ju&t  the  amount  which  the  Senator  fioBi  South  Caro- 
lina had  thought  it  was  proper  to  retain  as  an  unexpend- 
ed balance  in  the  Treasury.  Mr.  W.  insisted  on  his 
motion  for  referring  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr,  CALHOUN  rejoined  and  expUined,  with  a  view 
tu  show  that  thecase  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
siiMippi  complained  was  not  parallel  to  the  preaent,  and 
still  insisted  on  the  propriety  of  allowing  him  a  apecia) 
committee.  If,  however,  the  Senate  should  resolve  to 
•end  tliia  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  he  should 
not  be  nt  a  lou  to  understand  the  movement.  He  had 
read  the  President's  message  attentively.  It  was  an  ex- 
traordinary document.  He  hsd  read  with  no  leas  care 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  that,  too, 
was  an  extraordinary  di>cument.  The  perutwl  had  sug- 
gested some  suspicions  to  his  rointlj  and  shruiJ  the  pre»- 
rnt  bill  be  sent  to  (lie  Finance  Committer,  those  aua- 
picinna  would  be  fully  confirmed.  Such  a  measure 
would  go  far  to  convince  him  that  the  policy  of  tlie  ad- 
ministration was  agreed  upon,  and  that  it  would  be  to 
make  a  demonstration  on  a  reduction  of  the  revenue, 
but,  in  fact,  to  leave  that  revenue  in  the  deposite  banks. 
The  end  of  this  session  was  not  far  off,  and  that  would 
tell  whether  he  were  not  correct  in  hia  opinion.  He 
would  now,  in  his  turn,  venture  to  bewrnie  a  prophet, 
and  he  would  predict  lhat,  if  the  present  motion  suc- 
ceeded, that  very  thing  which  the  President  in  his  mes- 
sage had  most  decidedly  condemned  would  be  the  thing 
actually  realized.  Notwithstanding  the  President's  op- 
position to  the  collecting  of  the  surplus  revenue,  and  all 
he  had  said  on  its  tendency  to  promote  speculation  and 
corrupt  the  public  morals,  that  was  the  thing  which 
would  be  done.  He  was  sorry  he  did  not  see  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  York  [Mr.  Whisbt]  in  his  place.  On 
that  gentleman,  peculiarly,  lit-a  the  obligation  to  pro- 
vide for  the  reduction  of  the  rtvenue.  Mr.  C.  well 
knew  the  difficulty  of  touching  this  subject.  He  had 
liimself  had  a  full  and  sound  trial  of  that  operation.  He 
knew  the  efTorls  by  which  tlie  exiatiog  reduction  had 
been  effected,  and  he  felt  very  sure  that  the  Senator 
from  New  York  could  not  be  sanguine  in  the  ezpecia- 
tiuD  of  efiiseling  \  reduction  to  any  great  amount.  He 
had  heard  miieli  said  in  private  on  that  subject,  and  he 
could  not  but  regret  that  the  President,  when  alluding 
to  it  in  his  message,  had  not  rrferred  to  the  difficulties 
attending  it.  Mr.  C.  thought  he  saw  how  things  were 
to  go,  and  he  thus  openly  announced  uhat  his  conviction 
was.  He  believed  nothing  would  be  done  tort  duce  the 
revenuei  that  the  money  would  stilt  be  collected,  and 
would  be  lef>,  not  where  it  ought  to  be  found,  in  the 
treasuries  of  the  Ststes^  but  in  the  deposite  banks. 

If  the  Finance  Committee  would  report  an  adequate 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  Mr.  C.  would  consent  lowitli- 
draw  his  bill.  He  should  infinitely  prefer  a  reduction 
tu  a  distrihution,  provided  the  thin^  could  be  done.  In 
the  meanwhile  the  South  claimed  the  execution  of  the 
compromise  bill;  it  had  not  only  doted  a  long  and  pain- 
ful conlroveray,  but  had  enabhd  them  lo  make  some 
feeble  stand  against  the  progress  of  executive  influence. 
He  conrhidcd  t^.y  moving  for  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  RIVES  was  in  fator  of  referring  the  bill  tn  the 


Committee  on  Pinanoe,  but  as  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  considered  the  denial  of  a  special  eommittee  as 
involving  some  want  of  courtesy,  he  would  state  the  con* 
siderationa  which  le<l  him  to  the  conclusion  that  that 
would  be  the  proper  committee.  I1ie  Senator  himself 
had  said,  but  yesterday,  that  the  Committee  on  Finance 
was  the  committee  to  whom  the  entire  subject  of  the  re- 
duction of  the  revenue  specially  belopged.  The  Sena- 
tor had  entered  into  a  calculation  to  ahow  that  there 
wouttl  be  a  surplus  in  the  Trcasuiy  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  and  on  this  be  grounded  hIa  bill.  The 
question,  thrreforr,  «t  the  root  of  the  whole  matter  wai>, 
whether  there  would  be  such  a  surplus.  This  was  a 
question  which  obviously  pertained  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. Tlie  gentleman,  relieving  hinuelf  from  every 
thing  like  a  pledge  to  abide  by  the  provisons  of  the  com- 
promise aC,  expressed  his  btrong  preference  of^a  reduc- 
tion of  the  revenue  to  its  distribution;  but  the  question 
whether  it  cmdd  safely  be  reduced  certainly  was  a  ques- 
tion coming  within  the  range  of  the  appropria'e  duties 
of  that  eommiltie.  Mr.  R.  reverted  to  llie  history  of  (he 
depusile  bill,  and  expresieil  his  satisfaction  at  the  refiec- 
tton  that  he  had  rendered  it  his  hearty  support.  He 
did  not  now  recede,  in  the  slightest  degree,  from  the 
ground  lie  had  then  occupied.  But  the  Senate  was  now 
in  a  different  powlion;  they  were  at  the  opening  of  a  new 
session  of  Congress,  and  were  enabled,  from  all  the  liritts 
of  past  experience,  to  look  ahead  with  something  nke 
certainly.  If  they  foresaw  the  probability  of  a  surplut 
of  revenue,  they  were  bound  to  guard  against  it  by  at- 
tempting a  reduction.  That,  beyond  question,  was  the 
true  policy.  Mr.  K.  adverted  to  the  prophecy  by  Mr. 
C.  that  the  policy  of  the  administration  was  to,be  a  fabe 
and  deceitful  demontitratiun  on  reduction,  while  none  was 
to  be  made,  and  the  money  was  to  remain  in  the  depos- 
ite banks.  [  Mr.  Cauovir  Aook  bis  head  at  the  words 
"  false  and  deceitful."]  Well,  a  demonstration,  at  »ll 
eventr,  was  to  be  made,  and  all  that  had  been  said  By 
the  President  in  his  message  against  surplus  revenoe 
would  turn  out  a  delusion.  [Mr.  C.  assented.]  Yet  the 
gentleman  had,  no  longer  ago  than  yesterday,  expressed 
the  highest  satisfaction  with  the  Finance  Committee,  and 
been  lavish  of  his  connpliments  on  the  gentlemen  com- 
posing it,  when  tite  object  was  tn  refer  ihA  very  meas- 
ure of  reduction  to  that  commiltee.  Did  the  genllemin 
mean  nothing  more  than  a  demonstration^  Had  he  not 
been  in  earnest^  He  hoped  the  gentleman  had  no  such 
policy,  nor  could  he  suppose  him  to  have. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  repelled  the  charge  of  inconsistency. 
He  had  been  in  favor  of  sending  ttie  subject  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  revenue  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  be* 
cau*e  he  considered  the  subject  as  appropriate  to  their 
specific  duties;  but  he  was  opposed  to  sending  this  bill 
to  that  eommittee,  because  they  were  known  to  be  ad- 
verse to  its  object.   In  one  ease,  he  had  gone  on  the 

Sreat  parliamentary  principle  that  propositions  were  to 
e  referred  to  committees  favorable  (u  the  object  pro- 
posedt  and  in  the  other  case,  he  still  had  sent  it  (o  a  com- 
mittee at  least  not  unfavorable  to  the  measure.  He  was 
rejoiced  to  hear  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  de- 
clare so  explicitly  that  he  did  not  repent  the  course  he 
had  taken  in  reference  to  the  compromise  bill;  he  was 
confident  the  gentleman  never  would  have  reaaim  V*  ^ 
pent  the  able  and  honftrable  course  he  bad  pursued  on 
that  memorable  oecssion)  and  be  tnisted  the  gentleman 
would  agree  in  sentiment  with  those  who  were  nppofed 
to  leaving  the  public  money  in  the  deposite  banks.  Mr. 
C.  had  given  many  evidences  of  hia  dfsire  tttat  a  reduc- 
tion sliould  be  made  in  the  revenue;  and  had,  on  a  for- 
mer occaHion,  sent  a  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Hanufsc- 
turet  for  lhat  object,  which  sflerwarda  had  passed  tlie  Sen- 
ale  almnst  unanimously,  an'l  hadhbeen  aenlito  the  other 
llou-e,  after  which  dl^itieeH  oHoQ^^wl  of.  He 
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vu  not  the  man.  however,  to  disturb  the  terms  of  the 
compromise,  which  htcl  so  huppity  been  effected,  unless 
il  ihould  be  done  bjr  common  consent.  The  South  were 
prepared  to  assent  (o  meh  ■  step,  and  if  the  North 
would  also  afree  to  it,  there  need  be  no  difRctilty  in  the 
tame.  The  i^entleman  from  Virginia  seemed  to  flupf>ose 
that,  becaaae  it  waa  the  duty  of  the  Finance  Committee 
to  contidt-r  the  question  whe<hfr  there  was  likely  to  be 
a  surphis  revenue  or  nut,  thereTore  thifl  bill  ought  to  be 
■ent  to  them.  The  argument  was  loo  wide :  on  the  same 
principle,  every  proposition  which  related  to  the  appli' 
cation  of  any  portion  of  the  public  resources  must  be 
lent  to  that  comnrilter.  [t  would  swallow  tip  almost  all 
the  business  of  the  Senate.  He  conehided  by  demaodin^ 
the  yeaj  and  nays  on  the  quntion  of  commitment. 

Mr.  RIVBS  briefly  rejoined.  As  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  was  only  conditionally  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  in  the  biP,  in  the  event  llmt  there  would  be 
a  surplus,  and  that  the  revenue  could  not  be  reduced; 
and  aa  the  question  whether  il  couM  be  reduced  belon^d 
eonle^aedly  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  it  involved  no 
violaiion  of  the  parllameniary  principle  to  which  the 
Senator  had  alKided,  to  send  this  bill  to  that  committee. 
Hr.  R.  hoped  he  should  not  be  underatood  as  wishing 
wantonly  to  interfere  with  the  proviaions  of  the  com- 
promise  bill-,  he  was  far  from  des'nng  any  such  thing.  He 
held  (he  compromise  in  ^reat  respect,  as  having  effect- 
ed a  great  national  goo<l  in  Ihe  settlement  of  an 
agitating  and  alarming  question.  But  lie  was  free  to 
aay  that,  if  any  mode  could  be  devised  of  bringing 
down  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  wilh- 
onl  inlerferhig  with  the  enactments  of  that  bill,  he 
ahotild  be  opposed  to  disturbing  them  in  any  way.  But 
it  was  a  fundamental  duty  of  IfglslalTon  to  dispense  with 
all  unnecessary  taxes,  and  reduce  the  burdens  of  the 
people  as  far  as  Ihe  necessities  of  Government  would 
permit.  If  this  could  not  be  done  without  touching 
some  psrts  of  the  compromise  bill,  it  must  be  touchedt 
but  if  it  could,  then  lhat  bill,  in  all  its  provisions,  ought 
to  be  sacredly  maintained. 

The  question  of  referring  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted  aa 
foHows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Gwingof  Illinois, 
Tulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  nf  Ala- 
bama, King  of  Genrgia,  Linn,  HcKean,  Nilea,  Page, 
Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall— 22. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayawl,  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Kwingof  Ohio,  Kent,  Kn'ght, 
Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Prentisn,  Bobbins,  Snntiiard, 
Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 22. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  equal,  the  Chair  voted  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Cummiltee  on  Finance. 
TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  fiirlher  consideration  of 
Mr.  Kwiwo's  joint  resolution,  rescinding  Ihe  Treasury 
order  of  July  Itlh,  1836,  and  prohibiting  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  delegate  the  power  to  specify  the 
kind  of  funds  to  be  received  in  payment  fin*  the  public 
lands.  The  question  being  on  ordering  the  resolution 
to  a  second  reading, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as  fol- 
lows; 

Mr.  Premdent:  Ihe  power  of  disposing  of  this  impor- 
tant sabj<*ct  b  in  the  hands  of  gentlemen,  both  here  and 
chewhere,  who  are  not  likely  to  be  influenced  by  any 
opinions  of  mine.  1  have  no  motive,  therefore,  for  ad- 
dresnng  the  denate,  but  to  discharge  a  public  duly,  and 
to  fnlflt  the  expectations  of  those  who  look  to  me  for  op 
positioi^  whether  availing  or  unavailing,  to  whatever  I 


believe  to  be  illegHl  or  injurious  to  the  public  interests. 
In  both  these  resppcis,  the  Treasury  order  of  the  lltb 
of  July  appears  to  me  objectionable.  1  think  \X  not  war- 
ranted by  law,  and  I  think  it  also  practically  prejudicial. 
I  think  it  has  contributed  not  a  little  to  ihe  pecuniary 
diflicuUiea  under  which  the  whole  country  has  been, 
and  still  is,  laboring;  and  that  its  direct  effect  oo  one 
particular  part  of  the  country  is  still  more  decidedly  and 
severely  unfavorable. 

The  Treasury  order,  or  Tieasury  circular,  of  Ihe  Ilih 
of  July  last,  is  addressed  by  the  Secretary  to  the  re- 
ceivers of  public  money,  and  to  the  depoute  banks.  It 
instructs  these  receivers  and  these  banfc^  after  the  15th 
day  of  August  then  next,  to  receive  in  payment  of  the 
public  lands  nothing  except  what  is  directed  by  existing 
Uwa,  viz:  gold  and  silver,  and,  in  the  proper  cases,  Vir- 
ginia land  Rcrip;  provided  that  (ill  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber then  next,  the  same  indulgence  heretofore  extended, 
ss  lo  the  kind  nf  mnney  received,  may  be  continued,  for 
)  any  quantity  nf  land  not  exceeding  320  acres,  to  each 
purchaser  who  is  an  actual  settler  or  bona  Jide  resident 
in  the  Slate  where  the  sales  are  made. 

The  exception  in  Avor  of  Virginia  scrip  u  founded 
on  a  particular  act  of  Congress,  and  makes  no  part  of 
the  general  queation.  It  is  not  necessary,  therefore,  (o 
refer  farther  to  thst  exception.  The  substance  of  ibe 
general  instructions  is,  that  nothing  but  gold  and  silver 
shall  be  received  in  payment  for  public  lands;  provided, 
however,  lhat  actual  settlers  snd  bona  Jide  residents  in 
the  Slates  where  the  sates  are  made,  may  purchase  in 
quantities  not  exceeding  320  acres  Meh,  and  be  allowed 
to  pay  as  heretofore.  But  this  proviuon  was  limited  to 
the  15lh  day  of  December,  which  has  now  passed;  so 
lhat,  by  virtue  of  this  order,  gold  and  silver  are  now  re- 
quired of  all  purchasers  and  for  all  quantities. 

1  am  very  glad  (hat  a  resolution  to  rescind  this  order 
has  been  thus  early  introduced;  and  I  am  glad,  too,  since 
the  resolution  is  lo  be  opposed,  lhat  opposition  comes 
early,  in  a  bold,  unequivocal,  and  decided  form.  The 
order,  it  seems,  is  to  be  defended  as  being  both  legal 
and  useful.    Let  its  defence,  then, -be  msde. 

The  honorable  member  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bbmtoh] 
objects  even  (o  giving  Ihe  resolution  lo  rescind  a  second 
reading.  He  avails  himselfof  his  right,  though  it  be  not 
according  to  generul  practice,  to  arrest  (he  progress  of 
the  measure  at  its  first  stage.  This,  at  least,  is  open, 
bold,  and  manly  warfare. 

The  hr<nonibIe  member,  in  his  elaborate  speech, 
founds  his  opposition  to  this  resolution,  and  bis  support 
of  (he  Treasury  order,  on  those  general  principles  re- 
specting currency  which  he  is  known  to  entartain,  and 
which  he  has  maintained  for  many  years.  His  opinions 
some  of  us  regard  as  altogether  ultra  and  impracticable; 
looking  to  a  state  of  things  not  desirable  in  itself,  even 
ifil  were  practicable;  and,  if  it  were  desirable,  as  being 
far  beyond  the  power  of  ibis  Government  lo  bring  about. 

The  honorable  member  has  manifested  much  perse- 
verance and  abundant  labor,  moat  undoubtedly,  in  sup- 
port of  bis  opinion^;  he  is  understood,  also  to  have  bad 
countenance  from  high  places;  and  what  new  hopes  of 
succe&a  the  present  moment  holds  uul  to  him,  I  am  not 
able  to  judge,  but  we  shall  probably  soon  see.  !(  is 
precisely  on  (liese  general  and  long-knnwn  opinions  that 
he  rests  his  support  nf  the  Treasury  order.  A  question, 
therefore,  is  at  once  raised  between  the  gentleman's 
principles  and  opinion*  on  the  subject  of  Ihe  currency, 
and  the  principles  and  opinions  which  have  generally 
prevailed  in  ihe  country,  and  which  are,  and  have  been, 
entirely  opposite  to  his.  That  question  is  now  about  lo 
be  put  to  the  vole  of  the  Senate,  in  the  progress  and 
by  the  termination  of  this  discussion,  we  thai)  leant 
whether  the  gentleman's  sentiments  are  or  are  not  lo 
prevail,' so  far,  at  least,  as  Ibe  Senate  is  co^^ned.  The 
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country  will  rwjotcr,  I  km  uire,  to  aee  •onte  decUntton 
of  the  opiniont  of  CongrcM  on  a  subject  shout  which  k 
much  hat  been  nid,  and  which  ia  to  well  calculated,  by 
its  perpetual  ajptatioo,  to  disquiet  and  disturb  the  confi- 
dence of  society. 

We  are  now  fast  approaching  t)ie  day  when  one  ad- 
minislration  goes  out  of  office,  and  another  is  (o  come 
in.  The  country  has  an  interest  in  learning,  as  soon  as 
poaiiblei  whether  Ibe  new  administration,  while  it  rr- 
ecives  the  power  and  patronage,  ia  to  inherit,  alio,  tbe 
topics  and  the  projects  of  tbe  put|  whether  it  is  to  Iceep 
up  the  avowal  of  the  same  objeeta  and  the  aaine  achemes, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  currency.  The  order  of  the 
SecreUry  is  prospectivr,  and,  on  tbe  Ace  of  it,  perpet- 
ual.  Noitiing  in  or  about  it  gives  it  the  least  appearance 
of  a  temporary  measure.  On  the  contrary,  its  terms 
imply  no  limitation  in  point  of  duration,  and  the  gradual 
manner  in  which  it  is  to  come  into  operation  showa  plain- 
ly an  intention  of  makit^  it  the  settled  and  permanent 
poncy  of  Govemmenl.  Indeed,  it  is  but  now  beginning 
its  complete  existence.  It  i*  only  6ve  or  six  days  smce 
its  full  operation  has  commenced,  is  it  to  siand  as  the 
law  of  the  land  and  the  rule  of  the  Treasury,  under  the 
ad  minislration  which  is  to  enstie?  And  are  those  notions 
of  an  exclusire  specie  currency,  and  opposition  to  all 
banks,  on  which  it  ia  defended,  to  be  espoused  and  main- 
tuned  by  the  new  administration,  as  they  have  been  by 
its  predecessor?  These  are  questions,  not  of  mere  curi- 
osily,  but  of  the  highest  interest  to  the  whole  country. 

In  considering  this  order,  the  Rrst  thing  naturally  is, 
tn  look  for  the  causes  which  ted  to  it,  or  are  ashignt  d  Tt 
its  promulgation.  And  these,  on  the  face  of  the  order 
itself,  are  declared  to  be  "  complaints  which  have  been 
made  of  frauds,  speculations,  and  monopolies  in  the 

Eurchaae  of  the  public  land%  and  the  aid  which  is  aaid  lo 
e  given  to  elTect  these  objects  by  excessive  bank  cred- 
its, and  dangerous  if  not  partial  ncililiea  through  bank 
drafts  and  bank  deposite*,  and  the  general  evil  ii>fluence 
likely  to  result  to  the  public  interest,  and  especially  the 
safely  of  the  great  amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury, 
and  Ihe  sound  condiiion  of  the  currency  of  the  country, 
from  the  further  exchange  of  the  national  domain  in  this 
manner,  and  chiefly  Tor  bank  credits  and  paper  money." 

This  ia  the  catalogue  of  evila  to  be  cured  by  this  or- 
der. In  what  these  frauds  eonuat,  what  are  the  monop- 
olies complained  of,  or  what  is  precisely  intended  by 
these  injurious  speculations,  we  are  not  informed.  All 
ia  leR  on  the  general  surmise  of  fraud,  specuUtion,  and 
monopoly.  Ii  ia  not  avowed  or  intimated  that  tbe  Gor- 
ernmet.t  has  sustained  any  l<  s",  either  by  the  receipt  of 
bank  notes  which  proved  not  to  be  equivalent  to  specie, 
or  in  any  other  w»j.  And  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable 
that  these  evils,  of  fraud,  speculation,  and  monopoly, 
should  have  become  so  enormous  and  so  notorious,  on 
thelUhof  July,  as  to  require  this  executive  interfe- 
rence for  their  suppression,  and  yet  that  they  should  not 
have  reached  such  a  height  as  to  make  it  proper  to  lay 
Ihe  subject  before  Citngress,  allliough  Congresa  re- 
mained in  session  until  within  seven  days  of  the  date  of  tbe 
order.  And  what  makes  this  circumstance  still  more  re- 
markable, is  the  fact  lliat,  in  his  annual  message  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  same  stasiDn,lbe  President  hsd  spoken 
of  the  rapid  sales  of  ihe  publir  lands  as  one  of  the  most 
gratifying  proofs  of  the  general  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, without  Bufrgesiing  that  any  danger  whatever  was 
to  be  apprehended  from  fraud,  speculation,  or  monopo- 
ly. His  words  were:  "  Among  the  evidences  of  the  in- 
creasing  prosperity  of  tlie  country,  not  the  least  f;''*tify- 
ing  n  inat  alTorded  by  the  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  which  amount,  in  the  present  year,  to  the 
unexpected  sum  of  eleven  millions.*'  From  ihe  time  of 
the  delivery  uf  that  message  down  lo  the  date  of  the 
Trewurj  order,  there  had  not  been  the  least  change,  so 


far  as  I  know,  or  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  m  the  RMn- 
ner  of  receiving  payment  for  the  public  lands.  Every 
thing  stood  on  the  llih  of  July,  1836,  as  it  had  stood  at 
the  opeqing  of  the  session,  in  Deeemher,  1835.  How 
so  difiercnl  a  view  of  things  happened  to  be  taken  at 
the  two  periods,  we  may  be  able  to  learn,  perhaps  io 
the  further  progress  of  this  debate. 

The  order  speaks  of  the  '*evtl  influence  "  likely  to 
result  from  the  further  exchange  of  the  public  lands  into 
"  paper  money."  Now,  this  is  tbe  very  language 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri.  He  habitually  speaks  of 
(he  notes  of  all  banks,  however  solvent,  and  however 
promptly  their  notes  may  be  redeemed  in  gold  and  sil- 
ver, as  "psper  money."  The  Secretary  has  adopted 
the  honorable  member's  phrases,  and  he  speaks,  too,  of 
all  (he  bank  notes  received  at  the  land  offices,  althoogh 
every  one  of  them  is  redeemable  in  specie,  on  demand* 
but  as  BO  much  "  paper  money." 

In  this  respect,  also,  sir,  I  hope  we  may  know  more  as 
we  grow  older,  and  be  able  to  learn  whiether,  in  timea 
to  come,  as  in  times  recently  passed,  the  justly  obnox* 
ious  and  o<lious  character  of  "  paper  money"  ia  to  be 
applied  to  the  issues  of  all  the  banks  in  all  ihe  Statei^ 
with  whatever  punctuality  thry  redeem  tlieir  bills.  Tbia 
is  quite  new,  as  financial  language.  By  paper  money, 
in  its  obnoxious  sense,  I  understand  paper  iasued  on 
credit  alone,  without  capital,  without  ninda  asaigned  for 
its  payment,  resting  only  on  the  good  bitb  and  the  fu- 
ture ability  of  those  who  issue  it.  Such  was  ihe  paper 
money  of  our  revolutionary  tiroes;  and  such,  perhaps, 
may  have  been  the  true  character  of  the  psper  of  panic* 
ular  institultons  since.  But  the  notes  of  banks  of 
competent  capital*,  limited  in  amount  lo  a  due  propor- 
tion to  such  capiltija,  made  payable  on  detnand  In  gold 
and  silver,  and  always  so  paid  on  demand,  are  paper 
money  in  no  sense  but  one;  that  ia  to  my,  they  are  made 
of  paper,  and  they  circulate  as  money.  And  it  may  b« 
proper  enough  for  those  «ho  maintain  that  nothing 
shou'd  so  circulate  but  gold  and  silver,  to  denominate 
such  bank  notes  <*  paper  money,"  since  they  regard 
them  but  as  paper  intruders  into  channels  which  should 
flow  only  with  ^old  and  silver.  If  this  language  of  the 
order  ia  authentic,  sod  is  to  be  so  hereafter,  and  all  bank 
nolea  are  to  he  regarded  and  stigmatized  aa.mere  ■*  pa- 
ptr  money,"  the  sooner  the  country  knows  it  the  belter. 

The  member  from  Missouri  charges  (hose  who  wish  to 
rescind  the  Treasury  order  with  two  objecU:  firar,  to 
degrade  and  disgrace  the  President,  and,  next,  to  ov^ 
throw  the  cnnslitutional  currency  of  the  country. 

For  my  own  part,  sir,  I  denounce  nobodyi  1  seek  to 
degrade  or  disgrace  nobody.  Holding  tbe  order  iSI«gmt 
and  unwise,  I  shall  certainly  vote  to  reacind  it|  and.  In 
(he  discharge  of  (Itia  duty,  I  hope  I  am  not  expected  to 
shrink  back,  lest  I  should  doaomething  which  might  call 
in  question  the  wisdom  of  the  Secretary,  or  ctcd  of  the 
President.  And  I  hope  that  so  much  of  independence 
as  may  be  manifested  by  free  discussion  and  an  honest 
vote  is  not  to  cause  denunciation  from  any  quarter.  If 
it  should,  let  it  come. 

As  to  an  allempt  (o  overthrow  Ibe  constitutional  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  if  1  were  now  to  enter  into  audi  a 
design,  f  should  be  heginning,  at  rather  a  late  day,  to 
wage  war  againht  the  enorta  of  my  whole  political  life. 
From  my  very  first  concern  with  public  affairs,  I  have 
looked  at  the  public  currency  as  a  matter  of  ihe  high- 
est interest,  and  hope  1  have  given  sufficient  proofs  of  ■ 
disposition  at  all  times  lo  mahitain  it  aound  and  secure, 
against  all  alucks  and  all  dangers.  When  I  first  entered 
the  other  House  of  Congress,  tiie  current  was  exceed- 
ingly deranged.  Most  of  the  banks  hsd  stopped  pay- 
ment, and  the  circulating  medium  had  then  become,  in- 
deed, paper  money.  So  soon  aa-a  state  of  riwace  ena- 
bled ui,  I  took  tome  sfiVeff^OgleMier*  to 
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rettore  the  currency  to  a  belter  state;  tnd  tuccess  fol- 
lowed tb«t  effort. 

But  what  it  nmnt  hj  the  "  conit'itutional  currency," 
■bout  which  w  much  n  uidt  Wbit  fpeciei*  or  forma  of 
currency,  doet  the  constitution  allow,  and  what  does  it 
forbid  >    It  is  plain  enough  that  this  depends  on  what 
we  onderatand  bj  currency.    Currency,  in  a  large,  and 
perhaps,  in  a  just  sense,  includes  not  only  Rold  and  siU 
Ter  and  bink  notes,  but  bills  of  exchanffe  also.    It  may 
include  all  that  adjusts  exchanges,  and  letlles  balances, 
in  the  operations  of  trade  and  business.    But  if  we  un- 
dentand  by  currency  the  legal  money  of  the  country, 
that  which  coMtitntM  a  lawful  tender  for  debts,  and  is 
the  statute  roeasore  of  value,  then,  undoubtedly,  nothing 
la  included  but  gold  and  silver.    Host  unquestionably 
there  is  no  legal  tender,  and  there  can  be  no  Iei>^I  ten- 
der, in  this  country,  under  the  authority  of  this  Govern- 
Bcnt  or  any  otiier,  but  gold  and  silver,  either  Die  coin- 
^e  of  our  own  mints,  or  foreign  coins,  at  rales  regulated 
by  CongreM.  This  is  a  constitutional  principle,  perfectly 
plain,  and  of  the  very  highest  importance.    The  States 
are  exprcasly  prohibited  from  making  any  thing  but  gold 
wod  tihrer  a  tender  in  payment  of  debtst  and,  although 
no  such  express  prohibition  is  applied  to  Congress,  yet, 
aa  Congress  has  no  power  granted  to  it,  in  this  respect, 
but  to  coin  money,  and  to  regulate  the  value  of  foreign 
coins,  it  xleariy  has  no  power  to  substitute  paper,  or 
any  thing  else,  for  coin,  as  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts, 
and  ht  discharge  of  contraeta.   Congreas  hai  exercised 
this  power,  ftifiy,  in  both  ita  branches.   It  has  coined 
Bsoa«y,  and  still  coins,  itt  It  baa  rej^ulaled  the  value  of 
foreign  coins,  and  still  regulates  their  value.    The  legal 
tender,  therefore,  the  constitutional  standa-d  of  value, 
ia  estabrtahed,  and  cannot  be  overthrown.    To  over- 
throw it,  would  shake  the  whole  system. 

But  if  the  constitution  knows  only  gold  and  silver  bb 
a  legal  tender,  does  ii  follow  that  the  constitution  can- 
not tolerate  the  vohmiary  circulation  of  bank  notes,  con- 
vertible Into  gold  and  lilver  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  as 
pjrt  of  the  actual  money  of  the  country  ?  Is  a  man  not 
only  to  be  entitled  to  demand  gold  and  silver  for  every 
debt,  but  is  he,  or  should  he  be,  obliged  to  dem:>nd  it  in 
ftll  easea*  Is  it,  or  should  Government  make  tt,  unlaw- 
ful to  receive  pay  in  anything  else'  Such  a  notion  is 
too  absurd  to  be  seriously  treated.  The  constilutional 
tender  ia  the  thing  to  be  preservedt  it  ought  to  be  pre- 
served aaeredly,  under  all  circumstaocea.  1'he  rest  re- 
mains  fbr  judicioua  legislation  by  those  who  have  com< 
pctent  authority. 

1  have  already  said  that  Congreas  has  never  supposed 
itaelf  authorized  to  make  any  thing  but  coin  a  tender,  in 
the  payment  of  debts,  between  individual  and  individual; 
but  it  by  no  means  follows  from  this,  that  it  may  not  au- 
thorise the  receipt  of  any  thing  but  coin  in  payment  of 
debts  due  to  the  United  States. 
'  These  powers  are  itoinet,  and  flow  from  different 
■onreet.  The  power  of  coinage  ia  a  general  power;  a 
portion  of  sovereignty,  taken  from  the  States  and  confer- 
red on  Congreaa,  for  the  sake  both  of  uniformity  and 
greater  aeeurity.  It  ia  to  be  exercised  for  the  benefit  of 
all  the  people,  by  establishing  a  legal  tender  and  stand- 
ard of  value  in  all  transactions. 

B<rt  when  Congress  lays  duties  and  taxes,  or  disposes 
of  the  public  lands,  it  may  direct  payment  to  be  made 
hi  whatever  medium  it  pleases.  TUe  authority  to  lay 
taxes  includea  the  power  of  deciding  how  they  ahall  be 
paid;  and  the  power  granted  by  the  constitution  to  dispose 
of  the  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States  carries 
with  it,  of  courve,  the  power  of  fixing  not  only  the  price, 
and  the  conditions,  and  time  of  paymept,  but  also  (he 
loediure  of  payment.  Both  in  reapeet  to  duties  and  tax- 
es^ and  payoienla  Airlands,  it  has  been,  accordingly,  the 
constant  praelicc  of  Congress  in  its  di8cretio!>,  to  pro* 
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vide  for  the  receipt  of  sundry  Ihtnps,  besides  gold  and 
silver.  As  early  as  1797,  the  public  stocks  of  the  Gov- 
ernment were  made  receivable  for  lands  sold;  the  six 
per  cents,  at  par,  and  other  descriptions  of  slock  in  pro- 
portion. This  policy  had,  probably,  a  double  purpose 
is  view — the  one  to  sustain  the  price  of  the  public  slocks, 
and  the  other  to  hssten  the  sale  and  settlement  of  the 
lands.  Other  Blatutes  have  given  the  like  receivable 
character  to  M'Ssi'^Bippi  stock,  and  to  Virginia  land 
scrip.  So  Treasury  notes  were  made  receivable  for  du- 
ties and  taxes;  and,  indeed,  if  any  such  should  bow  be 
found  outstanding,  I  befieve  they  constitute  a  lawful 
mode  of  payment,  at  the  present  moment,  whether  for 
duties  and  taxes  or  for  landa. 

But,  in  regard  both  to  taxes  and  payments  for  Ijnds, 
Congress  has  not  left  the  subject  williout  complete  legal 
regulation.  It  has  exercised  its  full  power.  The  stut- 
utes  have  declared  whit  should  be  received,  from  debt- 
ors and  from  purchaserB,  and  have  left  no  ground  what- 
ever for  the  interference  of  executive  discretion  or  ex- 
ecutive control.  So  far  as  1  know,  there  has  been  no 
period  when  this  subject  was  not  Bubject  to  express  legal 
provision.  When  the  dulyact  and  the  tonnage  act  were 
passed,  at  the  first  session  of  the  first  Cungreis,  an  act 
was  passed  also,  at  the  same  session,  containing  a  section 
which  prrscribcd  the  coins,  nnd  fixed  their  valuer,  in 
which  those  dutiea  wrre  to  be  paid.  From  that  time  to 
this,  the  medium  for  the  payment  of  public  debts  and 
,  dues  has  been  a  matter  of  fixed  legal  riglil,  and  not  a 
matter  of  executive  discretion  at  all.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  liad  no  more  power  over  tiiese  laws 
than  over  other  taws.  He  can  nu  more  change  the  legal 
mode  of  paying  the  duty  than  he  can  change  the  amount 
of  the  duty  to  he  paid;  or  alter  the  legal  means  of  pay- 
ing fur  lands,  with  any  mure  propriety  than  he  can  alter 
(he  price  of  the  lands  themselves.  It  would  be  strange, 
indeed,  if  this  were  nut  so.  II  would  be  ridiculous  to 
say  that  we  lived  under  a  Government  of  laws,  if  an  ex- 
ecutive officer  msy  say  in  what  currency,  or  medium,  a 
man  shall  pay  his  taxes  and  debts  (o  Government,  and 
may  make  one  rule  for  one  man,  and  another  rule  fur 
another.  We  might  as  well  admit  that  the  Secretary 
had  authority  to  remit  or  give  In  the  debt  of  one,  while 
he  enforced  payment  on  the  other. 

I  desire,  sir,  even  at  the  expense  of  some  repetliion, 
to  fix  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  this  proposition,  that 
Congress,  having  by  the  constitution  authority  to  dispose 
of  the  public  territory,  has  passed  laws  for  llie  complete 
extrcise  of  that  power;  laws  which  not  only  have  fixed 
the  prce  of  the  public  lands,  the  manner  of  asles,  and 
the  time  of  payment,  but  which  have  fixed  also,  with 
equal  precision,  the  medium,  or  kinds  uf  m-mry,  or  of 
other  thing*,  which  shall  be  received  in  payment.  It 
has  nefflected  no  part  of  this  important  trusi;  it  has  del* 
egated  no  part  of  it;  it  has  left  no  grount*,  not  an  inch, 
for  executive  interposition. 

The  only  questinn,  therefore,  is,  what  is  the  law,  or 
what  was  the  law,  when  (he  Secretary  issued  his  order? 

The  Secretary  considers  (hat  that  which  lias  been  uni- 
formly done  for  twenty  yean,  tliat  is  to  say,  the  receiv* 
ing  of  payment  fur  the  public  lands  in  the  bills  of  specie- 
psying  banks,  is  against  law.  He  culls  it  an  '*  induU 
gence,"  and  this  "  indulgence  "  the  order  proposes  to 
continue  for  a  limited  time,  and  in  favor  of  a  particular 
class  of  purchaserB.  If  this  were  an  indulgence,  and 
against  law,  one  might  well  ask,  how  has  it  happened 
that  it  should  have  continued  so  long,  eipeci«|Iy  through 
recent  years,  marked  by  such  a  spirit  of  thorough  and 
searching  reform?  It  might  be  asked,  too,  if  this  be  il- 
legal, and  an  indU'gerce  only,  why  continue  it  longer, 
and  especiitlly  why  continue  it  as  to  some,  and  refuse  to 
continue  it  as  toothers? 

But,  Mr,  it  ia  time  to  turn  to  the  ststu^^  and  lo  see 
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what  tlielegnl  provtnon  is.  Onllir  30lh  ofApnl,  1816, 
*  resolution  p  tued  both  Mousei  of  Congress.  It  ww  in 
Ihe  comiDim  form  of  a  joint  rtsolulion,  and  was  approved 
by  tlie  President;  and  nu  one  doubts,  Isuppose,  that,  fur 
tlie  purpose  intended  by  it,  it  was  as  authentic  and  valid 
as  a  law  in  any  other  form.  It  provides  that,  '*fronn  and 
after  (he  20th  day  or  February  next,  [1817,1  duties, 
taxen,  debtH,  or  suras  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming' 
payable  to  ttie  United  Statca,  ought  to  be  collected  or 
received  olherwiie  Uian  in  the  legal  currency  »/ the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  (he  Bank  of 
the  United  State*,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  paya- 
lile  in  specie  on  demand,  in  the  said  legal  cuirency  of 
llic  United  States.'* 

This  joint  resolution  auihoritatively  fixed  (be  rights  of 
parties  paying,  and  (he  duties  of  oHicera  receiving.  So 
iar  as  l  espcclsthe  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
it  was  altered  by  a  law  of  the  last  sessiuni  but,  in  all 
other  particulars,  it  is,  as  I  suppose,  in  full  fttrce  at  the 
present  moment;  atid  as  it  expresbly  au(l)ortzi!8  tlie  re- 
ceipt of  such  bank  nutcs  as  are  payshle  and  paid  on  de- 
mand, I  cannot  understand  bow  (he  receipt  of  such  no(es 
is  a  matter  of  "  indulgence."  We  may  as  well  say  that 
to  be  allowed  to  pay  in  Treasury  nolcH,  or  in  foreign 
coins,  or,  indeed,  in  our  nwn  gold  and  silver,  is  an  indul- 
gence, since  the  act  places  all  on  Ihe  same  ground. 

The  honorable  member  from  Miu.iuri  has,  indeed, 
himself  furnished  a  complete  answer  lu  (he  Secretary** 
ide)>;  that  is  (o  say,  he  defends  (lie  urdcr  on  gniumis  not 
only  dilTering  from,  but  totally  inconsistent  with,  those 
assumed  by  the  Secretary.  He  does  not  consider  (lie  re- 
ceipt of  bank  ni'tes  bitherfo,  or  up  to  the  time  of  issuing 
the  order,  as  an  indulgence,  but  a?  a  lawful  right  while 
it  lasted.  How  he  proves  (his  right  to  be  now  (crmina* 
led,  and  te rmina(ed  by  force  of  the  order,  I  iliall  consid- 
er presently .  I  only  say  now,  that  his  argitment  entirely 
deprives  the  Secretary  of  llie  oidy  ground  assigned  by 
him  for  the  Treasury  order. 

The  Secretary  directs  the  receivers  *'(o  receive  in 
payment  of  ihe  public  lands  nothing  except  what  is  di- 
rected by  the  existing  laws,  viz:  gold  and  silver,  and,  in 
(he  proper  cases,  Virj^inia  land  scrip."  Gold  and  silver, 
then,  and,  in  the  proper  eases,  Virginia  Lnd  scrip,  are, 
in  the  opinion  «f  the  Secretary,  all  that  is  directed  to  be 
reccivetl  by  the  existing  laws.  The  receipt  of  bank 
nu(es  he  considers,  therefoTe,  but  an  indulgence,  a  thing 
against  law,  to  be  tolerated  a  tittle  h>nger,  as  to  some 
cases,  and  then  (o  be  finally  xtipprtssed. 

Apparently  not  at  all  satisfied  with  this  view  of  the 
St'cretJry,  »f  the  gi  oxnd  npnn  which  his  own  order  must 
atand,  Ihe  member  from  Missouri  not  only  abandons  it 
altogether,  but  sets  up  another,  wholly  inconsistent  with 
it.  lie  admits  the  legality  of  payment  in  such  bank 
notes  np  to  the  date  of  the  order  itself,  but  insivta  (hat 
tlip  Sccretar}  of  the  Treasury  hail  a  right  of  selection, 
and  a  right  of  rejcctiim  alsu;  and  that,  although  the  va- 
riiHis  modes  of  payment  provided  by  the  resolution  of 
1816  wi-re  all  good  and  lawful,  till  the  SecreUry  shotild 
make  some  of  them  otherwise,  yet  (hat,  by  virtue  of  his 
power  of  selection  or  rejection,  he  might  st  aoy  time 
strike  one  or  more  of  them  out  uf  the  list>  And  this 
power  of  selection  or  rejecfion  be  thinks  he  finds  in  the 
resolution  of  1816  itself. 

I  incline  lu  ihink,  ^r,  that  the  Secretary  will  be  as  til- 
tie  sati>fied  with  the  fituling  on  which  his  friend,  the 
hnnornble  mimber  from  Missnuri,  thus  places  his  order, 
as  lliat  friend  is  with  the  Secret:ir}*s  own  grottnd.  For 
my  part,  I  Ih  nk  tlit  m  both  just  hstf  right  i  that  is  to 
say,  both,  in  my  humble  judgment,  are  jusi  »t  far  right 
as  (hey  distrust  and  disclaim  ihe  reasoningof  each  other. 
Ltt  mc  state,  sir,  a-i  1  uirderstand  it,  lliC  honorable  mem- 
ber's argument.  It  is  thit  Ihe  law  of  1816  gives  the 
Secretary  i  selection)  that  it  provides  four  d  flVrent 


modes,  or  medis,  of  payment}  tint  the  Secretary  is  to 
collect  the  revenue  in  one,  or  several,  or  all  ihese  four 
mcxlea,  or  meilia,  at  his  discretion;  that  all  are  in  (he  dis- 
junctive, as  1  think  he  expressed  it;  and  that  the  resvlu- 
lion  or  Uw  is  not  mandatory  or  conclusive  in  favor  of 
any  one.  According  to  the  honorabUe  member,  there- 
fore, if  the  Secretary  had  chosen  to  say  that  our  own 
eagles  and  our  own  dolUrs  should  no  longer  be  receiva- 
ble, whether  fur  customs,  taxes,  or  public  lands,  be  bid 
a  clear  right  to  say  so.  and  to  stop  their  reception. 

Before  a  construction  of  so  extraordinary  a  cliaracter 
be  fixed  on  the  Uw  of  1816,  something  like  the  appear- 
ance of  argiimeni,  I  (hink,  might  be  expscted  in  its  fa- 
vor. But  what  is  (here  upon  which  to  found  such  an 
implied  power  in  the  Sicretary  of  the  Treasury^  Is 
there  a  syllable  in  the  whole  law  which  countenances  any 
such  idea  for  a  single  moment^  I'bere  clearly  is  not. 
The  kw  was  intended  to  provide,  and  does  provide*  in 
what  sorts  of  money  or  other  means  of  payment  those 
who  owe  debts  to  the  Government  shall  pay  those  debts. 

It  enumerates  four  kinds  of  money  or  uiher  means  of 
payment;  and  cun  any  thing  be  plainer  thsn  that  he  who 
has  to  pay  miy  have  his  choice  out  of  all  four.^  All  be- 
ing equally  lawful,  the  choice  is  with  the  payer,  and  not 
with  the  receiver.  This  would  seem  to  be  loo  plaia 
either  to  be  argued  or  to  be  denied.  Older  laws  of  the 
United  States  have  nuule  both  gold  ami  silver  coins  ft 
tender  in  the  payment  of  private  debts.  Did  any  man 
ever  imagine  that  in  thai  case  the  chmce  between  the 
coins  to  be  tendered  was  to  lie  with  the  party  receiving^ 
No  one  could  ever  be  guilty  of  such  an  absurdity.  Ai.d 
unlfss  there  be  something  in  the  law  of  1816  itaclf,  which 
either  expressly,  or  by  reasonable  inference,  confers  a 
similar  power  on  the  Secretary  of  (he  Treai-ury  in  regard 
to  public  payments,  is  there,  in  the  nature  of  things,  any 
difference  between  the  cases?  Now,  there  is  nothing, 
either  in  the  law  of  1816,  or  any  other  law,  which  con- 
fer*  any  such  power  on  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury, 
either  directly  or  indirecily,  or  which  suggests,  or  inti- 
mates, any  ground  upon  which  such  powt  r  might  be  im- 
plied. Indeed,  the  stalemeni  of  the  argunkeni  seems  to 
me  enough  to  confute  it.  It  makes  ilie  Uw  of  1816  not 
a  rule,  but  the  dissolution  of  all  rule;  not  a  Uw,  but  the 
abrogation  of  all  existing  lawt.  According  to  the  argu- 
ment, the  Seci-cUry  of  the  Treasury  had  authority,  not 
only  (o  refiise  the  receipt  of  tlie  Treasury  notes,  whicb 
'hatf  been  issued  opon  the  faith  of  statutes  expressly 
making  them  receivable  fur  debts  and  duties,  snd  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  were  also  made 
receivable  . by  the  law  creating  the  bank,  but  to  refuse 
also  foreign  coins,  and  (he  coinage  of  our  own  miott  put- 
ting  thus  the  legislation  of  Congreu  for  five4nd4wenty 
yean  at  the  anrestrahied  and  absolute  discretion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  appears  to  me  quite  im- 
possible  that  any  gentleman,  vn  reflection,  can  under^ 
take  10  support  sucli  a  construction. 

But  the  gentleman  relies  on  a  supposed  practice,  to 
maintain  his  interpretation  of  the  lav.  What  practice? 
lias  any  Secretary  ever  refused  to  receive  the  notes  of 
specie-paying  banks,  either  at  the  custom-house  or  the 
land  offices,  for  a  single  hour?  Never.  Has  any  Sec- 
retary prenttned  to  strike  foreign  coin,  or  TrcsMury 
notes,  or  our  own  coin,  out  of  the  list  of  receivableaf 
Such  an  idea  certainly  never  entered  into  the  bead  b( 
any  Secretary.  The  gentleman  argues  that  the  Treas- 
ury has  made  discriminations;  but  what  discriminational 
1  suppose  the  whole  truth  to  be  simply  this:  thai,  admit- 
ting at  all  limes  the  right  of  the  parly  pa>~ing  to  pay  la 
nctes  of  specie-paying  banks,  the  cnllecturs  snd  receiv- 
ers have  not  been  held  bound  to  receive  note*  of  dis- 
tant banks  or  which  they  knew  nothii^,  and  coiild  not 
judge,  ihercfore,  whether  their  aetet  cameiwilhhi  the 
Uw.   Those  cuUeclorai^zli«$iKj»®^Qwid  to  rt^_ 
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ccnre  the  bills  of  iiKCie-ptTing  buikii  but,  u  that  dutj 
•row  frcMQ  the  r«ct  that  the  notes  (endered  were  the 
tuAct  of  speetc-pajrinfr  bsnks,  that  fact,  if  not  notorious 
cH*  already  known  to  them,  must  t>e  nude  known,  with 
reaaonable  certainly,  before  the  duly  to  receive  them 
became  imperative*  I  suppose  thrre  may  have  been 
Treasury  ordrrt,  reffulaling  the  conduct  of  collectors 
and  receivers  in  this  particular.  Any  orders  which 
vent  further  (ban  tbia  would  go  beyond  the  law. 

Tile  honorable  member  quote*  one  of  the  by-laws  of 
the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Statest  but  what  has  that  to 
do  with  the  subject^  Uoet  the  honorable  memberthink 
that  the  by-laws  of  the  late  bank  were  laws  to  the  peo- 
ple of  tbe  United  States^  The  bank  was  under  no  ob- 
ligation to  receive  any  notes  gn  deposite  except  its  own. 
It  mi|^t,  therefore,  make  just  such  an  arranfj^eTaent 
wHb  the  Treasury  as  it  saw  fit,  if  it  saw  St  to  make  any. 
But  neither  the  Treasury,  nor  the  bank,  nor  both  to- 
cher, could  do  away  with  the  written  letter  of  an  act 
of  Congress^  nor  did  either  undertake  so  to  do. 

But,  iir,  what  have  been  the  gentleman's  own  opinions 
on  this  aubject  heretofore?  Has  he  alwsys  been  of  opin- 
ion that  the  Secretary  enjoyed  this  power  of  selection, 
as  he  now  calls  it,  under  the  law  of  1816f  Has  be  here- 
tofore looked  upon  the  various  provisions  of  that  law 
only  as  ao  many  moveable  and  shifting  parts,  to  be 
thrown  into  grsr  and  out  of  gear  by  the  mere  touch  of 
Um  Secretary's  band f  Certainly,  sir,  he  hasnot  thought 
•Of  eertaroly  he  has  looked  upon  that  law  as  fixed,  defi- 
nite, and  beyond  executive  power,  as  clearly  as  other 
Jaws;  as  a  statute,  to  be  repealed  or  modified  only  by 
another  statute.  No  longer  ago  than  the  33d  day  of 
hat  April,  the  honorable  member  introduced  a  resolu- 
tion into  the  Senate,  in  the  following  words: 

**B«tohedt  That,  from  and  after  the  day  of  , 

in  the  year  1836,  nothing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  ought 

be  received  in  payment  for  public  landsi  and  that  the 
Cwnmrttee  on  Public  Lsnds  be  instructed  to  report  a 
bill  accordingly." 

And  now,  sir,  -I  nsk  why  the  honorable  member  moved 
bere  for  a  bill  and  a  taw,  if  the  whole  matter  was,  in 
hta  opinion,  within  the  power  of  tbe  Seereta'y  of  tlie 
Trcamy.' 

Tbe  Senate  did  not  adopt  this  resolutiont  A  day  or 
twoaf^rits  inlroduciion,  and  when  some  little  discus- 
■iOQ  had  been  had  upon  it,  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
prevailed,  hardly  opposed,  1  think,  except  by  the  gen- 
tleman's own  vote.  A  few  weeks  after  this  dispositiun 
had  been  made  of  this  resolution,  the  session  came  to  a 
ckwr,  and,  seven  days  afler  the  close  of  the  session,  tbe 
Treamiry  order  made  its  sppeannce. 

But  this  ia  not  all.  There  is  Mgher  authority  than 
even  that  of  the  booorablQ  member.  Looking  to  tbe 
expiration  of  tbe  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Uie  United 
States,  the  President,  in  bis  annual  message  in  December 
](S(,  said  it  was  incumbent  on  Congress  to  dihcontinue, 
by  law,  the  receipt  of  the  bills  of  that  bank  in  payment 
of  tbe  public  revenue.  Now,  as  the  charter  was  to  ex- 
pire on  the  3d  of  March,  there  waa  nothing  tu  make  its 
bills  recetvM>le  aAcr  that  period,  except  tbe  law  of 
181ft.  To  strike  the  provnions  respecting  notes  of  the 
bank  out  of  thtt  law,  another  law  wai  indeed  neeetsary, 
accord iiig  to  my  understanding t  but  I  do  not  conceive 
how  it  ahould  be  thought  necessary,  upon  tbe  construc- 
lion  of  the  honorable  member.  Both  Houses  being  of 
opinion,  however,  that  the  thing  could  not  be  dune 
witlKKit  law,  an  act  was  passed  fi'r  that  purpose,  and 
was  approved  by  tbe  president.  Here,  then,  sir,  is  the 
geolletnan's  own  authority,  the  authority  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  authoiity  of  both  Houses  of  Cwq^rcas^  for 
saying  that  nothing  contained  in  the  law  of  1816  can  be 
thrust  <>ut  of  it  by  any  other  power  than  the  power  of  a 
MriiKqaent  statute. 

vot.  xni.-r 


I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  the  Treasury  order  of 
the  lltb  of  July  is  against  the  plain  words  and  meaning 
of  the  law  of  1816f  against  the  whole  practice  of  the 
Government  under  that  law;  against  the  honorable  gen* 
tleman's  own  opinion,  as  expressed  in  his  resolution  of 
the  33d  of  April;  and  not  recnncileable  with  the  neces- 
sity which  was  supposed  to  exist  fur  the  passage  uf  tbe 
act  of  last  session. 

On  this  occasion,  I  have  heard  of  no  attempt  to  justify 
the  order  on  the  ground  of  any  other  law  or  act  but  the 
act  of  1816.  When  tbe  order  was  published,  however, 
it  was  accompanied  with  an  exposition,  apparently  hslf- 
oBicisI,  which  looked  to  the  land  laws  a*  the  Secrelary'a 
source  of  power,  and  which  took  no  notice  at  all  of  the 
law  of  1816.  The  land  law  referred  to  waa  the  act  of 
1830;  but  it  turns  out,  upon  examination,  that  there  is 
nothing  at  all  in  tbst  law  to  support  the  order,  or  give  it 
any  countenanee  whatever.  The  only  clause  In  it  wliidi 
could  be  supposed  to  have  the  slightest  reference  to  the 
subject  ia  in  the  proviso  in  the  4th  section.  That  sfc- 
tion  provides  for  the  sale  of  such  lands  as,  havint;  been 
once  sold  on  credit,  should  revert  or  become  forfciieii  to 
the  United  Slates  through  failure  of  payment;  and  the 
proviso  declares  that  no  such  lands  shall  be  again  sold  on 
any  other  terms  than  those  of  "cash  payment."  These 
words,  "caiJi  payment,"  have  been  seixed  upon,  as  if 
they  had  wrought  an  entire  change  "m  the  important  pro- 
visions of  the  law  of  1816,  and  already  established  an 
exclusive  specie  payment  for  lands.  The  idea  is  too 
futile  for  aerioui  refutation.  In  the  first  place,  the  whole 
section  applies  only  to  forfeited  lands;  but  the  truth  is, 
the  term  "  cash  payment"  means  only  payment  down,  in 
contradistinction  to  credit,  which  had  formerly  been  al- 
lowed; just  as  the  words  in  the  UrifT act  of  July,  1838, 
mean  paym<>nt  down,  instead  of  payment  secured  bj 
bonds,  when  it  aayi  that  the  duties  on  certain  articles 
shall  be  paid  in  **eash." 

As  to  the  second  section  of  the  land  law  of  1820, 
which  was  set  forth  with  great  furmality  in  the  exposi- 
tion to  which  1  have  referred,  as  furnishing  authority  (or 
the  Secretary  *ii  order,  there  is  not  a  word  in  it  having 
any  such  tendency;  not  a  syllable  which  haa  any  appli- 
cation to  the  matter.  Hut  section  simply  declares  that, 
aner  the  first  day  of  July  in  that  year,  every  purchaser 
of  land  at  public  sale  shall,  on  the  day  of  purchase,  make 
a  complete  payment  therefor;  and  the  purchaser  at  pri- 
vate sile  shall  produce  a  receipt  for  the  amount  of  the 
purchaae-roonf  y  on  any  tract,  before  he  shall  enter  the 
same  at  the  land  office.  This  is  all.  It  does  not  say  how 
the  purchaser  shall  make  complete  payment,  nor  in  what 
currency  the  purchase-money  sliall  be  received.  It  is 
quite  evident,  therefore,  that  that  section  lends  the  order 
no  support  whatever. 

The  defence  of  the  order,  then,  stands  thus:  The 
Secretary  founds  it  upon  the  idea  that  nothing  but  gold 
and  silver  was  ever  lawfully  receivable,  and  thai  the  re- 
ceipt of  bank  bills  has  been  all  along  an  "  indulgence*' 
against  law.    For  this  opinion  he  gives  no  reasons. 

The  honorable  member  frum  Missouri  rejects  thia 
doctrine;  he  admits  the  receipt  of  bank  notes  to  liave 
been  lawful  until  made  unlawful  by  the  order  itselfi  and 
insists  that  tbe  Secretary's  power  of  stopping  their  fur- 
ther receipt  arises  under  the  law  of  1816,  and  is  an 
authority  derived  from  it.  Bui,  then,  the  long  and  bait 
oflicial  exposition  which  accompanied  the  publication  of 
the  order  has  no  faith  in  the  law  of  1816  as  a  source  of 
power,  but  makes  a  parade  of  a  totally  andperfectly  in- 
applicable section,  out  of  the  land  law  of  1830.  Grounds 
of  defe/ice  ao  totally  inconsistent  cannot  all  be  sound,  but 
they  may  be  all  unsound;  and  whether  they  be  so  or 
not,  ia  a  question  which  I  would  willingly  leave  to  th« 
decision  of^any  man  of  good  •«uaeMd  honest  Judgment. 
I  take  ktre  of  tbn  P^^y^^fet^lSDgTe*"*-  * 
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may  pause  at  leaat,  I  hope,  until  thoae  who  defend  the 
fffder  ahall  be  bcKer  agrved  on  what  ground  to  pUee  it. 

Mr.  President,  the  subject  of  the  currency  is  lio  im' 
portant,  BO  delicate,  and,  in  my  judgment,  surrounded, 
at  the  present  moment,  with  so  much  both  of  difficulty 
and  of  danger,  that  1  am  desirous,  before  muking  the 
few  observations  which  1  intend  on  the  existing  condition 
of  things  and  its  causes,  to  avoid  all  misapprehension, 
by  a  general  atatement  of  my  opintoni  respecting  that 
subject. 

I  sm  certainly  of  opinion,  then,  tliat  gold  and  whrer, 
at  rates  fixed  by  Congresf,  constitute  the  U-gal  standard 
of  value  in  this  country;  and  that  neither  Congress  nor 
any  Slate  has  authority  to  es'abhsh  any  other  standard, 
or  t<)  displace  this.  But  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  an 
exclusive  c<rculation  of  gold  and  silver  is  a  thing  abso- 
lutely impracticable)  and,  if  practicable,  not  at  alt  to  be 
desiredi  inasmuch  as  its  effect  wnuU  be  to  abolish  cred- 
it, to  repress  the  enterprise,  and  diminish  tbe  earnings 
of  the  industrious  classeat  and  to  produce,  foster  and 
•Doner  than  any  thing  else  in  this  country  can  produce,  a 
moneyed  aristocracy. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  a  mixed  currency,  parity  coin  and 
partly  bank  noleo,  the  notes  not  issued  in  excess,  snd  al- 
ways convertible  into  specie  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  is, 
in  the  present  state  of  society,  the  best  practical  curren- 
cy— always  remembering,  liowerer,  that  bills  of  ex> 
change  perform  a  great  part  of  the  duty  of  currency, 
and,  therefore,  that  the  state  of  domestic  exchanges  is 
always  a  owlter  of  high  importance  and  greijt  actual 
bearing  on  commercial  business. 

I  admit  that  a  currency  partly  composed  of  bank  notes 
lias  always  a  liability,  and  often  a  tendency,  to  excess; 
and  that  it  requires  tbe  constaot  care  and  ovcrsigbt  of 
Government. 

I  am  of  opinion,  even,  that  the  convertibility  of  bank 
notes  into  gold  and  silver,  although  it  be  a  necessaiy 
guard,  is  not  an  absolute  security  against  occasional  ex- 
cess of  paper  issues. 

I  believe,  even,  that  the  confining  of  discounts  to  such 
notes  and  bills  as  represent  real  transactions  of  purchase 
and  sale,  or  to  real  buuness  paper,  as  it  is  called,  though 

Eenerally  a  sufficient  check,  is  not  always  soi  because  I 
elieve  there  is  sometimes  such  a  thing  as  over-trading 
or  over.priKluction. 

What,  then,  it  will  be  asked,  is  a  sufficfent  check.^  I 
can  only  repeat  what  1  have  before  said,  that  it  is  a  sub- 
ject which  requires  the  constant  care,  watch  fulness,  and 
superintendence  of  Oovcrnment.  But  our  misfortune 
is,  that  we  have  withdrawn  alt  care  and  all  superintend- 
ence from  the  whole  subject.  We  have  surrendered 
the  whole  matter  to  eight'Snd-twenly  States  and  Terri- 
tories. With  the  power  of  coinage  and  the  power  and 
duty  of  regulating  commerce,  botti  exleraal  and  internal, 
this  Guvernm«nt  has  little  more  control  over  the  mass  of 
money  which  circulates  in  the  country,  tlian  a  foreign 
Government.  Upon  the  expiration  of  the  charier  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  new  banks  were  created  by 
tbe  States.  Sixty  or  eighty  m.lliuns  of  banking  capital 
have  thus  been  added  to  the  mass  since  1S32.  A)l  Ibis 
it  was  easy  to  foresee:  it  was  all  foreseen,  andallfoictold. 
Hie  wonder  only  i^  that  the  evil  has  not  already  become 
greater  than  it  isj  and  it  would  have  been  grcitcr,  and 
we  slioutd  have  had  such  an  excess  as  would  perhaps 
have  depreciated  the  currency,  had  it  not  been  fur  the 
extraordinary  prosperity  of  the  country.  No  very  great 
excess,  I  believe,  has  as  yet  in  fact  happened,  or  rather 
no  very  great  excess  does  now  exist.  There  are  suffi- 
cient evidences,  I  think,  of  this. 

In  the  Erst  place,  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  country 
is  fiir  greater  than  was  ever  known  before,  and  it  is  not 
exported.  In  the  next  place,  as  all  tbe  banks  as  yet 
maintain  their  credit,  and  all  pay  specie  on  demand,  tbe 


whole  circulation  is,  in  effect,  equivalent  to  a  speoe  cir- 
culation; and  the  state  of  the  foreign  exchanges  shows 
that  the  value  of  our  money,  in  the  mass,  is  not  depred- 
ated, since  it  may  be  transferred  without  any  loss  into 
the  currency  of  other  countries.  Our  money,  therefore, 
is  as  good  as  the  money  of  other  countrirs.  If  it  bad 
fallen  below  the  value  at  money  abroad,  the  rates  of  ex- 
change would  instantly  show  that  ftct.  There  has  been, 
therefore,  as  yet,  or  at  least  there  exists  at  present,  no 
considersble  depredation  of  money.  If,  then,  it  be  ask- 
ed, what  keeps  up  the  value  of  money  in  this  vast  and 
sudden  expansion  and  increase  of  it,  1  nave  already  gir- 
en  the  answer  which  appears  to  me  to  be  the  true  one. 
It  is  kept  up  by  an  equally  vast  and  sudden  increase  in 
the- property  of  the  country,  and  in  the  value  of  that 
property,  intrinsic  as  well  as  marketable.  None  of  us, 
I  think,  have  estimated  this  increase  high  enough,  and 
for  that  reason  we  have  all  been  lookii^  for  an  earlier 
fall  in  prices.  It  seems  obvious  to  me  tliat  an  augment- 
ation in  the  value  of  property,  far  exceeding  all  fwmer 
experience  in  any  country,  even  our  own,  has  taken 
place  in  the  United  Sutes  within  the  last  few  years. 
Tbe  public  lands  may  furnish-  one  ins'ance  of  this  rapid 
increase.  It  was  estimsted  last  session,  by  my  honorable 
friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cwiiro,]  that  the  demands  of  ac* 
tual  settlers  for  land  for  settlement  were  eight  milHons 
of  acres  per  annum,  on  an  average  of  someyears.  Tbeae 
eight  millions,  if  taken  up  at  the  Government  prices  at 
pmate  entry,  would  cost  flO,000,000.  Now,  partly  by 
cultivation,  but  more  by  the  continued  rush  of  emigra- 
tion, both  from  Europe  and  the  Atlantic  coast,  the  value 
of  these  ten  millions  in  a.very  few  years  springs  up  to 
forty  millionst  that  is  to  say,  lands  taken  up  at  one  dol' 
lar  and  a  quarter  an  acre,  soon  become  worth  five  dol* 
lars  an  acre  for  actual  cultivation,  and  in  inlrinsie  valoe. 
And  it  is  to  be  remembered  tlist  these  lands  are  aliena- 
ble and  ssleablr,  with  as  little  of  form  and  ceremony,  al- 
most, asifthey  were  goods  and  chattels.  Now,  if  we 
make  an  estimate,  not  merely  on  the  eight  millions  of 
acres  required  for  actusi  settlement,  but  on  the  whole 
quantity  selected  and  taktn  up  annually,  we  ^all  see 
something  of  the  addition  to  the  whole  amount  of  proper- 
ty which  accrues  annually  from  the  public  lands.  A 
rise  has  Uken  place,  too.  though  less  striking,  in  the 
Value  of  other  lands  in- the  country;  and  property,  in 

floods,  merchandise,  proilucls,  and  other  forma,  is  rapid- 
y  augmented,  alito,  both  in  quantity  and  value,  by  the 
i  industry  and  skill  of  the  people,  and  the  rxteniion  and 
most  successful  use  of  machinery. 

Another  most  important  element  in  the  general  esti- 
mate of  the  progress  of  wealth  in  the  country,  is  the 
wonderful  annual  increase  of  the  cotton  crop?,  and  the 
prices  which  the  article  bears.  Last  year's  crop  reach- 
ed, probably,  to  e<ghty  millions  of  dollurs.  Now,  most 
of  the  cotton  produced  in  the  United  States  is  sold,  once, 
at  least,  in  the  country,  and  much  of  it  many  times. 
The  bills  drawn  against  it  when  shipped,  either  for  Ku- 
rope  or  the  Atlantic  ports,  are  usually  cashed  at  the 
place  of  drawing,  commonly,  no  doubt,  by  means  of 
bank  notLS  or  bank  credits. 

I  put  all  these  cases  but  as  instances  showing  the  in- 
creased value  of  properly  and  amount  of  bimness  in  tbe 
countrr,  and  accounting,  therefore,  fur  an  expansion  of 
the  cireulation,  without  supposing  f^nxl  excess;  since  it 
is  obvious  that  the  circulating  money  of  a  country  natu* 
rally  hears  a  proportion  to  the  whole  mass  of  property, 
and  to  the  number  and  amount  of  business  transactions. 

But  there  is  another  cause  of  a  less  favorable  charac- 
ter, which  may  have  had  its  effect  already)  or  if  not,  is 
fry  hkely  to  have  it  hereafter,  in  augmenting  tbe  cir- 
culation of  bank  notes:  I  mean  Ibe  obstruction  and  em- 
barrassment of  the  domestic  exebangea.  In  a  proper 
and  natural  stale  of  [jpifti  «^<ill@>OQ4l@>«ncy>  or 
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moatft  ia  filled  to  a  great  extent  by  billa  of  exchange; 
and  this  continues  to  be  the  cue,  so  long  m  the  rfite§  of 
exchange  remain  low  and  atetdy.  Nobody,  for  ezannple, 
will  MM  bank  notes  or  specie  from  New  York  to  New 
OrleanSf  if  he  can  buy  a  good  bill  at  par,  or  near  par. 

But  when  cxchar^e  becomes  disturbed,  when  rates 
riae  and  fluctuate,  bilif  ceue  to  be  able  to  perform  this 
function,  and  dien  bank  notes  b^in  to  be  sent  about 
frun  place  to  place,  in  quantities  to  supply  the  place  of 
bills  of  exchange,  in  payment  of  debts  and  balances. 
All  such,  and  all  other  derangements  and  distractions 
in  the  free  course  of  domestic  exchanges,  necesssrily  pro- 
duce an  unnaUinil  and  considerable  increase  of  the  cir- 
eolatioo.  So  far  as  our  circulation  has  been  or  may  be 
augmented  by  this  cause,  so  far  both  the  cause  and  the 
effect  are  to  be  deplored.  In  my  opinion,  ire  have 
certainly  reason  to  fear  this  excess  hereafter.  What  is 
to  prevent  'Af  Is  it  possible  that  so  many  State  banks, 
so  fiirapart,  so  unknown  to  each  other,  with  no  common 
objecti^  no  common  principle!  of  discount,  and  nogen* 
eril  regulation  whatever,  sliould  act  so  much  in  concert, 
and  upon  system,  as  to  maintain  the  currency  of  the 
country  steady,  without  either  unjust  expansion  or  un- 
necessary contraction?  I  believe  it  is  not  possible.  I 
beUcve  many  of  those  wbo  insist  so  much  on  bard-money 
circataion  oetieTe  this  aboi  and  that  they  press  their  im- 
practici^le bard-money  notions,  fromaconsciousness  that 
the  discontinuance  of  a  national  institution  has  brought 
the  C4Mintry  into  a  condition  in  which  it  is  threatened 
wiib  issues  of  irredeemable  paper. 

Our  present  evil,  however,  is  or  a  difTerent  kind.  It 
is,  indeed,  somewlut  novel  and  anomalous.  With  high 
general  prosperity,  good  crops,  generally  speaking,  an 
abundance  of  the  precious  melal^  and  a  favorable  state 
of  foreign  exchange^  men  of  buiriness  have  yet  felt  fiv 
some  months  an  unprecedented  scarcity  of  money.  I'hat 
is  ibe  state  of  tbingst  its  cause,  in  my  opinion,  is  express- 
ed in  a  few  words:  it  is  the  derangement  of  internal 
intercourse  and  internal  exchange.  Our  difficulty  is 
not  exhaustion,  but  obstruction.  Every  body  has  means 
enough,  but  nobody  can  use  his  means.  All  the  usual 
diannels  of  commercial  dealing  are  blocked  up.  The 
manufacturers  of  the  North  cannot  obtain  m>m  the 
South  the  proc<-edB  of  the  sales  of  their  articlest  the 
South  finds  money  scarce,  loo,  in  the  midst  of  its  abun- 
dant exports. 

In  a  country  so  extensive  and  so  buay,  every  mer- 
chant's means  become  more  or  less  dispersed,  and  exi&t 
in  varifHM  places  ii<  the  shape  of  debts.  Exchange  is  the 
instrument,  the  wand,  by  which  he  reaches  forth  to 
these  means,  wherever  they  are,  and  uses  them  far  his 
immediate  and  daily  purposes.  But  this  instrument  is 
now  broken.  He  can  no  longer  touch  with  it  hia  dis- 
tant debt,  and  make  that  debt  present  money.  He 
seeks,  therefore,  for  expedientst  borrows  money,  if  lie 
can,  till  times  changet  pays  enormous  rates  of  interest 
to  maintain  creditt  thinks  thing",  when  at  the  worst, 
•mat  mton  change)  looks  for  renction,  and  sacrifices  to 
capitalists,  to  hruken^  and  money-lenders,  the  hard 
earnings  of  years,  rather  than  fail  to  fulfil  his  commercial 
cng^eoaents.  It  is  a  happy  and  blessed  hour,  this,  for 
greedy  capital  and  grasping  brokerage;  an  excruciating 
one  for  honest  industry.  The  very  rich  grow  every 
day  richer;  the  Isborious  and  industrious,  every  day 
poorer.  Heaatimc,  the  highways  of  commercial  dealing 
and  exchanges  grow  more  and  more  founderous,  or  are 
all  breaking  up.  Specie,  always  most  useful  as  the  baKix 
of  a  circulation,  when  most  in  repose,  gets  upon  the 
more.  Any  time  the  last  four  monttu  it  might  have  hap- 
pened, and  many  limes  doubtless  it  has  happened,  that 
stcamboau  from  New  York,  carrying  specie  to  Boston, 
have  passed  in  the  Sound  steamboats  from  Boston  carry- 
ing ^Mcie  to  New  York.   Boating  and  carting  money,' 


backward  and  Torward,  becomes  the  order  of  the  dayi 
and  there  are  those  who,  the  more  they  hear  of  specie 
hauled  and  transported  about  from  place  to  place,  in 
masses,  the  more  they  flatter  themselves  with  the  idea 
that  the  country  ia  returning  rapidly  to  aaafe  and  bappy 
specie  circulation! 

There  may  be  other  minor  causes.  They  are  not 
worth  enumerating.  Tlie  great  and  immediate  origin  of 
evil  is  disturbance  in  the  exchanget  and,  in  my  opinion 
this  disturbance  has  been  caused  by  the  agency  of  the 
Government  itself.  The  fifty  millions  in  the  Treasury 
have  been  agitated  by  unnecessary  transfers.  As  a 
large  portion  of  this  sum  was  to  be  deposited  with  the 
States  at  the  beginning  of  next  year,  the  Secretary  seems 
to  have,  thought  it  necessary  to  cut  up,  divide,  and  re- 
move assigned  portions  of  it  before  the  time  came.  It  Is 
this  idea  of  removal  tliat  has  wrought  the  miscliief.  In 
consequence  of  this,  money  has  been  taken  from  pUeM 
of  active  commercial  buBlnesx,  where  it  was  much  needed, 
and  all  used,  and  carried  to  places  where  it  was  not 
needed,  and  could  not  be  used. 

The  agricultural  State  of  Indiana,  for  example,  is  full 
of  specie)  the  highly  commercial  and  manufacturing  State 
of  Uassacliusetta  is  severely  drained.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  money  in  Indiana  cannot  be  used.  It  is  wailing  for 
the  new  year.  The  moment  the  Treasury  grasp  is  let 
loose  from  it,  it  will  tend  again  to  the  great  marts  of  busi- 
ness; that  is  to  aay,  the  restoration  of  the  natural  state  of 
tilings  will  begin  (o  correct  the  evil  of  arbitrary  and  ar* 
tificial  financial  arrangements.  The  money  will  go  back 
to  the  places  where  it  is  wanted.  It  will  seek  its  level, 
and  its  place  of  usefulness.  In  my  opinion,  the  proper 
execution  of  the  deposite  law  did  not  make  it  at  all  neces- 
sary for  the  Treasury  to  order  these  previous  loeal  chan- 
ges. The  law  itself  is  not  answerable  for  the  inconve- 
nience which  has  resulted.  When  the  time  came,  the 
States,  all  of  them,  would  have  been  very  glad  to  receive 
the  money  where  it  was.  Tliey  wanted  but  an  order  for 
it.  They  desired  no  curling.  Can  any  thing  be  more 
preposterous  than  to  transfer  specie  from  New  York  to 
Nashville,  when  to  a  man  in  Nastiville  specie  in  New 
York  is  two  per  cent,  more  valuable  titan  if  he  had  it  in 
his  own  house?  There  ia  always  a  tendency  in  specie, 
not  actually  in  the  pockets  of  the  people,  towards  the 
great  marls  and  places  of  exchange.  Those  who  want  it, 
want  it  there.  There  the  great  transactions  of  commerce 
are  performed,  and  there  the  means  of  those  transactions 
naturally  exist,  simply  because  Ihere  they  are  required. 
Now,  what  reason  was  there  for  diitturbing  the  revenue, 
thus  lying  where  it  had  been  collected,  and  thus  mingled 
with  the  commerce  of  the  country  f  Why  laboriously 
drag  it  off,  far  from  Its  place  of  useful  action,  to  places 
where  it  was  not  wanted,  and  could  do  no  good,  and 
there  hold  it  under  the  key  of  the  Treasury  t 

This  anticipation  of  the  operation  of  the  deposite  law, 
this  attempt  at  local  distribution,  tins  arbitrary  system  of 
transfer,  which  seems  to  forget,  at  once,  the  necessities  of 
commerce,  and  the  real  uses  bf  money,  I  regard  as  Iba 
direct  and  prime  cause  of  the  pressure  felt  by  the  com- 
munity.  But  the  Treasury  order  came  powerfully  in  aid 
of  this.  This  order  checked  the  use  of  bank  notes  in  the 
West,  and  made  another  loud  call  for  specie.  The  spe- 
cie, therefore,  is  transferred  to  the  West,  to  pay  fur  lands; 
being  received  fur  lands,  it  becomes  public  revenue,  is 
brought  to  the  East  fur  expenditure,  and  passes,  on  Its 
way,  other  quantities  going  West,  to  buy  lands  also,  and 
in  (he  same  way  tn  return  again  lu  the  Bast.  Now,  sir, 
how  does  all  this  improve  ihe  currency?  What  fraud 
does  it  prevent?  what  speculation  dues  it  arrest?  what  mo- 
nopoly does  ii  suppress?  I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  all 
this  does  noi  embarrass  the  small  purchaser  of  land  much 
more  than  the  large  one.  He  whoJ^a:!  fifty  oi-  a  hundred 
thousand  dollar,  to  b^ji^i^y^^^lgt^f^ie,  not 
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without  some  chir^.  it  is  true,  but  without  a  very  hetvy 
charge.  But  if  there  be  a  man,  with  t  hundred  or  two 
dollarii,  waiting  to  take  up  a  small  parcel  for  actual  set- 
tlement, and  his  mnney  be  in  bank  noten,  and  the  bank, 
perhaps,  at  a  great  distance,  what  has  he  to  do?  He 
must  send  far  to  rxchknge  a  little  money;  or  elie  he 
must  submit  to  any  brokerage  which  lie  may  find  eatab- 
lished  in  (he  neifthborhood  urthe  land  ofBce.  Upon  the 
local  operation  of  this  nrder,  however,  I  aay  the  lesa,  as 
on  that  point  Western  genlk-men  ar«  better  informed  and 
better  judges. 

I  am  willing  to  hope,  sir,  and,  indeed,  I  do  hope  and 
believe,  (hat  when  the  first  payment  or  deposite  under 
the  act  of  last  session  shall  have  been  made,  and  the 
Stites  shall  have  found  some  use  and  employment  for 
the  money,  and  when  this  unnatural  transfer  system 
•halt  cease,  money  will  seek  its  natural  cltannela,  and 
commercial  businesa  resume,  in  some  measure,  its  accus* 
tomed  habits.  But  tbia  TreasuiT  order  will  be  a  dis- 
turbing agent,  every  hour  it  is  suirered  to  exist.  Indeed, 
it  cannot  d£  allowed  to  exist  long.  It  is  not  possible 
'that  the  West  can  submit  to  a  measure  at  once  so  inju- 
rious and  80  partial.  Hard  muney  at  the  land  office,  and 
bank  notes  at  the  custoni'house,  must  make  men  open 
tlieir  eyes  after  a  while,  whatever  degree  of  political 
confidence  weighs  down  their  lids.  I  look  upon  il, 
therefore,  as  certain,  that  the  order  will  not  be  permit- 
ted long  to  remain  in  force. 

If  I  am  now  asked,  sir,  whether,  supposing  this  order 
to  be  rescinded,  and  the  deposite  law  executed,  and 
the  transfers  discontinued,  affairs  will  return  to  their 
former  state,  [  answer,  with  all  candor,  that  though  I 
look,  in  those  events,  for  a  great  impruvement,  I  do  not 
expect  to  see  the  domestic  exchanges  and  the  currency 
return  entirely  to  tbeir  former  state.  I  do  not  believe 
there  is  mj  agency  at  work,  at  present,  competent  to 
bring  about  this  desirable  end.  In  other  words,  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  deposite  banks  however  well  adminis' 
tered,  can  fully  supply  the  place  of  a  national  institution) 
and  1  am  very  much  mistaken  if  intelligent  men  con- 
nected with  those  institutions  themselves  believe  any 
such  titing.  I  find  that,  in  18^8,  1829,  1830,  1831,  and 
1832,  exchange  at  New  York,  on  the  Southern  and 
Southwestern  cities,  averaged  three  fuurths  of  one  per 
cent,  discount,  or  thereabouts.  Now,  I  doubt  whether 
the  most  sanguine  of  those  connected  with  the  deposite 
banks  expect  to  be  able,  through  their  means,  to  bring 
bark  exchanges  to  that  alBte,  or  any  thing  like  it. 

The  deposite  banks  are  separate  and  itistinct  institu- 
tions, many  of  them  strangers  to  each  other,  without  full 
confidence  in  each  other,  and  all  acting  without  uni- 
formity of  purpose.  Their  obieeta  are  distinct,  their 
capitals  distinct,  their  interests  distinct.  If  one  of  them 
bas  connexion  with  aome  others,  il  yet  has  no  unbroken 
chain  of  Connexion.  They  have  nothing  which  runs 
through  the  whole  circle  of  the  exchanges,  as  that  circle 
ia  drawn  through  the  great  commercial  cities  of  the 
Union.  They  can  only  act  in  the  business  of  exchange 
to  the  extent  of  fundi,  or  nut  much  beyond  it,  actually 
existing.  A  national  institution,  with  branches  or  agen- 
cies at  different  points,  msjr  deal  in  exchanges  between 
these  points  in  amounts  to  meet  the  convenience  of  the 

{>ublic,  without  reference  to  the  fact  of  the  existence  of 
ocal  funds.  One  institution,  therefore,  with  branche!*, 
has  facilities  which  never  can  be  possessed  by  ilifTerent 
institutions,  however  honorably  or  ably  Conducted. 

For  myself,  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  as  formerly,  that 
for  the  administration  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  for 
the  facility  of  internal  exchanges,  and  for  the  due  con- 
trol and  regulation  of  the  actual  currency,  a  national 
institution,  under  proper  guards  and  limits,  is  by  far  the 
best  means  within  our  reach.  And  I  am,  as  I  always 
hare  bee,  of  opinion,  that  Congress  havlnff  the  power 


of  regulating  commerce,  and  the  power  over  the  coi>> 
has  power,  also,  which  it  is  bound  to  exeroae,  by 
lawful  mean*,  over  that  currency  in  which  the  revenue 
is  to  be  collected,  and  which  is  to  carry  on  that  con* 
merce,  external  and  internal,  which  is  thus  committed  to 
its  regulation  and  protection.  All  the  duties  of  this 
Government  are,  in  my  judgment,  not  fulfilled,  while  it 
leaves  tbeae  great  interests,  thus  confided  to  Ha  own 
care,  to  the  ducretion  of  others,  or  to  the  results  of 
chance.  But  1  will  not  go  furttm  into  tbete  lubjccis 
at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  Prendent,  1  am  indifferent  to  the  form  in  which 
the  Treasury  order  may  be  done  away.  Gentlemen  may 
please  themselves  in  the  mode.  I  shall  be  satisfied  with 
the  substance.  Believing  It  to  be  both  illegal  and  inju- 
rious, I  shall  vote  to  rescind,  to  revoke,  to  abolish,  to 
supersede,  to  do  an^  thing  which  may  have  the  cfieet 
of  terminating  its  existence. 

Before  Mr.  Wkbbtbr  concluded  hit  speech,  as  given 
entire  above, 

[Hr.  BENTON  laid  the  following  on  the  Ubie,  in  the 
way  of  notice;  Motion  (to  be  nude  hereafter)  (o  invest 
the  committee  to  which  the  resolution  (of  Mr.  Ewrira) 
shall  be  sent,  with  authority  to  inquire  into  the  cffectand 
operation  of  the  Treasury  order  of  July  11th,  upon  the 
business  of  the  countrj*,  and  the  banking  institutions  of 
the  States,  and  into  the  conduct  of  banks  in  relatiiHi  to 
that  order,  and  into  tbeir  attempts  (if  any)  to  withdraw 
specie  from  circtdalion,  and  to  embarrass  the  exchanges 
and  businesa  of  the  country.  The  committee  to  summon 
witnesses  before  them,  if  any  such  are  near  at  band,  and 
to  conduct  their  inquiries  at  a  distance  by  Interrogafames.] 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


TatrasDAT,  DxcXMBim  23. 
TEXAS. 

A  menage  was  received  from  the  Fre^dent  of  the 
United  States  relative  to  the  recognition  of  the  independ< 
ence  of  Texas,  and  its  admission  into  the  Union,  and  un- 
favorable to  both  measures  at  the  present  time. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  BUCHANAN,  and  after  an  examl> 
nation  of  the  documents  by  the  (Committee  on  Foreign 
Helations,  1,500  extra  copies  of  the  message  and  doea- 
menis  were  ordered  to  be  printed.  (Vide  Debates  H. 
of  U.  post.) 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Ewms's 
resolution  to  rescind  the  Treasury  order  of  July  lllh, 
1336,  and  to  prohibit  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from 
delegating  his  power  to  specify  what  kind  of  fun^  ahati 
be  received  in  payment  for  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  concluded  his  remarks,  as  given  en- 
tire above.  When  Hr.  WEBsram  had  conebided  bis 
speech, 

Mr.  NILE3  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as  foltows: 
Mr.  President:  I  had  intended  to  submit  snme  remarks 
on  the  resolution  before  the  Senate,  and  may  as  well  do 
it  at  this  time  as  any  other.  In  the  course  of  the  debate 
there  have  been  several  topics  drawn  into  considerMtion, 
not  necessarily  embraced  in  the  question  to  be  decided, 
yet  somewhat  connected  with  the  general  subject  Som« 
of  these  I  shall  liave  occasion  to  idlude  to  as  I  proceed) 
but  will  here  notice  one  preliminary  observation  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  WxasTsa.]  That 
Senator  took  occasion  to  say  that  the  vote  on  this  resolu- 
tion would  form  a  test  question)  that  those  who  vote 
against  the  resolution  will  be  understood  as  being  favor> 
able  to  the  ultra,  and,  as  he  regarded  them,  extreme 
opinions  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Hr.  BiirroM,] 
regarding  the  currency  and  the  oablic  revenae],  and  ub- 
served  that  it  might  bC)%nt)ewl9  tl»^)U3l3i^  be  thw 
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early  apprised  of  what  it  (o  be  the  policy  of  the  mtjori- 
tft  and  of  the  coaAog  adminittrationt  on  tbow  important 
nbjeets.  He  had  beard  the  remarlc  with  tome  surpriae* 
not  thinking  it  called  for  or  justified  by  the  occasion. 
Without  stopping  to  inquire  what  are  the  opinions  of  the 
Senator  from  Uiiaouri,  or  what  they  are  considered  to 
be  by  the  gentjfman  from  Massachusetts,  be  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  no  such  eonclunons  could  justly 
rallow  tbe  decision  of  the  questicm  before  the  Senate. 

There  were  reasons,  be  thoaght  weighty  reasons, 
which  would  justify  Senators  in  voting  against  this  reso- 
lutian,  without  conunitting  theQueWes  in  any  sense,  or 
in  any  deme,  in  regard  to  the  great  questions  of  cur- 
rency and  revenue,  to  which  the  Senator  liad  referred. 
Without  reference  to  what  might  be  his  opinion  as  to 
the  true  policy  of  the  Government  in  the  collection  of 
tbe  revenue,  whether  from  the  public  lands  or  tbe  cus- 
toMs,  he  was  prepared  to  vote,  agi^nit  this  resolution. 
To  paas  this  resolution,  would  be  to  censure  and  eon* 
demo  an  act  of  the  Executive  at  being  wrong,  ab  initio, 
or  at  the  tine  of  its  adoption.  Whether  tbe  rule  pre* 
senbed  in  the  Treasury  order  be  a  wise  and  just  one, 
for  tbe  settled  action  of  the  GoTemment,  is  a  question 
entirely  distinct  from  that,  whether  it  may  have  been  ex- 
pedient and  proper  at  tbe  time  it  was  adopted.  He  was 
sattsfied  lhat  the  Treasury  order  could  be  justified,  view* 
ad  as  a  tenporary  nteasure  only,  intended  to  remedy 
cvib  of  great  ntgnitude,  ariung  from  tbe  extraordinary 
riratOBslaiKes  connected  with  the  sales  of  the  public 
landsi  and  he  was  not  sure  that  this  wm  not  the  true 
%bt  in  which  it  ought  to  be  considered.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  Executive  to  watch  over  the  public  revenue, 
and  see  that  it  was  secure.  Wu  there  no  hazard  from 
the  cxienuve  and  gambling  speculations  in  tbe  public 
Isndt  paid  for  only  in  bank  bills,  which  were  handed 
over  by  the  receivers  to  the  depoMte  banks  and  pUced 
to  the  credit  of  Ibe  United  States?  A  Isrge  portion  of 
the  purchases  were  paid  for  in  bills  of  the  deposite  banks, 
Whiob,  nficr  going  into  the  bands  of  the  receivers,  were 
returned  and  loaned  out  again,  to  go  through  the  same 
i>peration.  This  was  virtually  reviving  ihe  old  credit 
mteiBi  aathe  United  Stales  received  nothing  but  credit 
for  the  lands,  if  there  was  no  hazard  to  the  revenue 
from  these  pracUoes,  and  from  tbe  magnitude  and  ex- 
lent  of  the  sales  made  upon  this  kind  of  credit,  then  gen- 
tlemen over  tbe  Way  had  altered  their  opinions  very 
much  within  the  last  six  months.  During  the  last  session 
of  Cungress,  we  were  repeatedly,  and  almost  daily,  told 
by  those  who  now  oppose  the  Treasury  order,  that  the 
funds  of  the  Government  in  the  Western  deposite  banks 
were  iiMecure,  and  that  nothing  but  credit  was  received 
for  the  public  lands.  Can  gentlemen  have  forgotten 
their  ofien-repeated  declarations  on  tbis  subject?  If  bo, 
they  must  be  blessed  with  short  memories.  Again  and 
•fi^  did  Senators  refer  to  tbe  small  amount  of  specie  in 
ttKwe  banks,  and  an  impression  was  attempted  to  be 
BMle,  that  their  specie  funds  were  the  only  solid  securi- 
ty for  the  large  sums  due  the  United  States. 

Tbe  order  was  calculated  to  correct,  and,  to  a  con- 
adcrabie  extent,  no  doubt,  has  corrected,  this  evil.  It 
insured  someUiing  valuable  for  the  lands,  and  that  some- 
thing valuable  was  transferred  to  tbe  deposite  banks, 
end  fwmed  a  more  solid  basis  for  the  Government 
credits. 

Tbe  order  was  also  calculated  to  check  speculation  in 
tbe  public  lands  which,  in  itself,  was  an  evil  of  no  small 
magnitude,  transferring  the  best  part  of  the  national  do- 
main into  the  hands  of  heartless  speculators,  to  the  great 
injury  of  actual  settlers,  and  the  detriment  of  tbe  whole 
•Duntry.  PubUc  opinion  was  rising  up  against  it,  and 
required  that  sometbiiv  sboakl  be  done  to  arrest  an  evil 
of  so  extensive  and  serious  a  nature.  What  other  or 
•better  masure  eeold  have  been  adi^tcd*  untU  CoDgrcss 


should  convene,  which  might  adopt  such  further  legisla* 
tion  in  regard  to  the  sales  of  the  lands  as  the  public  in- 
terests may  require? 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  N.,]  there  is  another  reason  why  I  can- 
not vote  for  (he  resolution  before  the  Senate.  A  new 
rule  has  been  adopted  in  ref^rd  to  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  that  has  been  in  operation  for  a  time,  and  which 
has  a  tendency  to  check  speculation.  I  would  not  repeal 
that  rule,  and  open  again  the  floodgates  of  speculation^ 
certainly  not  until  I  know  whether  Congress  will  pass 
any  act  regulating  the  ule  of  the  public  Unda.  It  is,  I 
think,  the  duty  of  Congress  to  do  tbisi  the  interest  of 
tbe  country  requires  it;  public  sentiment  demands  it; 
and  it  is  strongly  recommended  by  the  Prendent.  If 
Congress  suffer  the  session  to  pats  ofT,  withoift  attempt* 
ing  to  regulate  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  so  as  to  check 
speculation,  they  will  neglect  their  duty  to  the  country. 
Believing  that  there  will  be  addittonat  legislation  on  the 
subject,  which  may  supersede  the  Treasury  order,  he 
was  not  at  this  time  prepared  to  disturb  it.  Changes  in 
any  extensive  business  are  always  attended  with  some 
inconvenience,  and  should  be  avoided  as  much  ss  possi- 
ble. When  it  sliall  be  settled  that  Congress  will  not 
alter  the  system,  it  may  become  necessary  to  decide 
whether  the  rule  prescribed  in  the  order  shall  be  main* 
tained,  or  the  old  prsclice  restored;  and  if  we  do  any 
thinir  on  ibis  subject,  our  action  diould  be  more  compre* 
hensivet  it  should  embrace  the  whole  subject,  and  b« 
settled  by  law  what  currency  shall  be  received  for  the 
payment  of  the  revenuex,  not  only  from  the  lands,  but 
from  customs  and  all  other  dues.  The  doubt  and  un* 
certainty  which  bangs  over  tbis  subject  ought  to  be  re- 
moved. 

For  these  reasons,  therefore,  he  should  vote  against 
rescinding  the  Treasury  order,  even  if  he  was  satisfied 
that  tbe  rule  it  prescribes  was  not  one  which  it  would  be 
expedient  and  just  to  establish  as  a  settled  policy. 

in  this  view  of  tbe  subject,  he  had  thrown  out  of  the 
case  the  legal  objection  which  has  been  raised  against 
the  Treasury  order. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  two  general  grounds  of  ob- 
jection that  have  been  urged  against  the  order  which 
the  resolution  on  your  table  proposes  to  rescind,  which 
I  will  proceed  to  consider.  The  first  objection  is,  tlut 
it  is  illegalt  the  second,  that  its  operation  is  partial,  un- 
just, and  injurious  to  the  country,  and  has  been  the 
principal  cause  of  the  embarrusments  and  pressure  for 
money  which  have  been  so  eitensively  experienced. 

It  has  also  been  claimed  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 
[Mr.  Ewise,]  that  the  order  is  unconstitutional,  that  it 
conflicts  with  that  provision  of  Ihe  constitution  which 
declares  that  '*  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  and  immunities  of  the  citixens  of  tbe 
several  Slates."  This,  however,  is  a  very  small  point, 
BO  small  that  the  Senator  seemed  to  And  it  difiicult  to 
stand  upon  it(  it  was  quite  too  small  for  him  to  waste  the 
time  of  the  Senate  abou%  and  he  should  therefore  pa«s 
it  over. 

Is  the  Treasury  order  contrary  to  law  ?  If  it  is,  it  ought 
to  be  rescinded,  without  regard  to  other  considerations. 

Congress  is  empowered  to  lay  taxes,  and  to  auihorize 
and  regulate  the  Bale  of  the  public  lands;  and,  in  doing 
this,  it  can  no  doubt  direct  the  kind  of  money  or  curren- 
cy uhicb  shall  be  received  in  payment.  But  if  it  neg- 
lect to  do  this,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Executive, 
who  is  charged  with  executing  tbe  law,  to  receive  pay- 
ment for  taxes  and  lands  in  the  legal  currency  of  ilie 
United  States.  What  that  legal  currency  is,  there  can  be 
no  dispute,  so  that  the  only  question  which  can  arise  is, 
whether  there  is  any  law  which  authorizes  the  psjment 
of  the  revenue  and  debts  due  the  United  Slates,  m  any 
other  currency,  or  in  any  other  way.  It  is  cUimed  that 
the  joint  reiulution  (»bift]y|ji!lVwO®g*0E*»'y  ^ 
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tbe  TreMury  to  eoUeet  the  tun  tnd  debti  due  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  in  a  currency  difTerent  from  the  legfti  cumn< 
ey  or  (he  cmintry.  That  reaolution  proridea  '*  that  the 
Seoretmry  of  the  Treasury  be  required  and  directed  to 
adopt  auch  measureaas  he  may  deem  necessary,  to  cause, 
aa  soon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money,  accruinff  or  becominft  payable  to  the  United 
Statea,  to  be  colkcted  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States,  or  Treuury  notea,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  at  by  law  prorided  and  de. 
dared,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid 
on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United 
States;  and  that,  from  and  al^er  (he  twentieth  day  of 
February  next,  no  such  dutie%  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of 
money,  accruing  or  becominK  payable  to  the  United 
Slates,  as  afbremd,  ou^t  to  be  eulleeted  or  received 
otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States, 
or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unilcil 
States,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid 
on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United 
SUtes." 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  a  labored  legal 
argument,  has  attempted  to  prove  that  ibii  resolution 
creates  a  peculiar  currency  in  regard  to  all  branches  of 
the  public  revenue,  and  all  debts  due  the  United  Stales. 
He  not  only  maintains  that  the  resolntion  imposes  an  obli- 
gation on  the  Secretary  to  receive  the  notes  of  all  banks 
that  redeem  their  billa  in  specie  at  their  counters,  but 
also  that  it  enlai^es  the  rights  of  payers,  tliat  it  confers 
on  the  debtors  of  the  United  Stales  the  legal  right  to 
pay  their  debts  in  paper  currency;  that  is,  in  the  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks.  He  went  so  far  as  to  assert, 
and  stake  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer  on  the  question,  that 
a  receiver,  who  abould  refuse  to  receive  the  notes  of 
spec'ie>paying  banks,  and  which  «rere  known  to  him  to 
be  such,  would  render  himself  liable  to  an  action  by  the 
part^  injured.  He  admits  that  the  fact  that  the  notes 
are  issued  by  banks  which  pay  their  bills  in  specie,  must 
be  made  known  to  the  receivert  so  that,  upon  this  con- 
struction of  the  resolution,  the  receivability  of  paper  is 
to  depend  on  a  fact,  and  that  fact  it  to  be  decided  by  a 
subordinate  officer  of  the  Government.  The  argument 
of  the  gentleman,  howeverable,  wastoo  elaborate,  too  re- 
fined,  to  receive  his  assent.  He  had  never  believed  that 
profound  legal  science  was  very  necessary  in  conalruing 
a  plain  statute  lawt  nor  did  he  brlieve  that  men  of  emi- 
nent professional  skill  were  always  (he  safest  expounders 
of  written  laws,  whether  fl(alute8  or  constitutional  pro- 
visions. Cicero  said,  in  his  dsy,  that  the  lawyers  had 
spoiled  many  excellent  institutions  by  their  refinements! 
and  we  all  know  that,  in  our  own  times,  by  their  forced 
and  strained  constructions,  they  have  mysdBed  and  per* 
verted  many  plain  and  good  laws,  and  bewildered  the 
clearest  minds.  Whether  we  look  to  the  language  or 
the  manifest  object  and  purpose  of  theresolutionoflSld, 
he  thought  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  understanding 
it.  We  are  told  by  legal  writers,  that,  in  giving  a  con- 
struction to  statute),  it  is  necessary  to  asecrtain  the  gen- 
eral object  of  the  law,  the  evils  and  mischiefs  that  exist- 
ed, and  which  the  set  was  designed  to  removet  and  more 
especially  is  this  aaid  to  be  necessary  when  the  language 
of  an  act  is  doubtful  or  ambiguous. 

What  was  the  object  of  ihe  resolution  of  1816,  and  what 
were  the  evils  it  was  intended  to  remedy  ?  It  is  aaid  \l\nt 
its  object  was  to  enlarge  the  rights  of  the  debtors  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  debts  in  a 
more  convenient  and  easy  manner.  But  does  this  ap- 
pear on  tlie  bee  of  the  resolution^  Is  it  inferrible  from 
its  title?  And  if  we  look  to  the  state  of  the  Treasury 
and  the  condition  of  the  revenue  at  the  time  the  res. 
olution  was  adopted,  we  cannot  bil  to  discover  the 
evils  which  this  resolution  was  intended  to  remedy. 
Instead  of  its  objtct  being  to  enlarge  the  rights  of  the 


debtors  of  the  Government,  it  was  deigned  to  resdiot 
them,  and  did  restrict  them.  What  was  the  oooAtiott 
of  your  Treamiry  atthat  period,  and  liow  wasthereveims 
collected.^  There  was  then  in  the  Treasury  more  than 
one  million  of  dollars  in  the  bills  of  broken  bank*;  aod 
the  public  revenue  had  been  collected  in  the  notes  of 
banks  which  did  not  redeem  them  in  speciei  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  banks  in  the  Union,  which  had  su8|>ended 
specie  payments  during  the  war,  had  not  reaarocd  tbenu 
This  rcBolation  expressly  limited  the  Secretary  so  ftr  u 
not  to  permit  Jiim  to  receive  any  bills  of  banks  which 
did  not  redeem  them  with  specie.  He  is  expressly  pro- 
hibited from  receiving  the  notes  of  non  •specie-paying 
banks;  and  it  was  left  optional  with  him  to  collect  the 
public  revenue  either  in  the  lawful  currency  of  the  UnU 
ted  Statea,  or  in  Treasury  notes,  or  in  the  notes  of  a^- 
cie-paying  banks.  Snfar,  a  discretion  was  still  left  witil 
the  Secretary;  but  the  discretion  he  hM  exercised  of 
taking  bills  of  banks  which  did  not  pay  their  notes  ia 
specie,  was  taken  from  him.  These  bills  were  received 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  only  as  special  depo^ 
ites,  and  the  loss  was  thrown  upon  the  Treasury. 

This  resolution  was  only  an  instruction  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury!  it  has  neither  the  form  nor  the 
language  of  a  public  act.  The  title  sbowt  clearly  that 
the  object  of  Congress  was  solely  to  secure  the  Trnsarr, 
and  guard  it  against  a  loss  from  bad  mon^.  It  is  enti- 
tled **  A  resolution  relative  to  the  more  effectual  oollce- 
tion  of  the  public  revenue."  Can  a  mere  inslruclion  to 
the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury,  as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the 
Qovernment,  change  the  rights  or  obligations  of  tbe 
debtors  of  the  United  States?  Suppose  a  creditifr  shouhl 
instruct  bis  agent  to  receive  payment  for  a  debt  in  some 
other  than  the  legal  cuireney,  or  to  take  less  ihan  the 
sum  due,  or  to  receive  payment  in  some  kind  of  pn^ker- 
ty,  would  this  confer  on  the  debtor  the  legal  right  to 
pay  his  debt,  and  discharge  his  liability,  in  either  of  the 
wB>  s  specified?  On  a  suit  by  the  auditor,  could  ht 
avail  himself  of  such  instructions  to  vary  the  nature  of 
his  liability  ? 

The  construction  here  contended  for  had  always 
been  given  to  the  resolution  of  18I6t  and  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  bad,  on  former  ocession%  regarded 
it  in  the  same  light,  as  bad  been  shown  by  the  extraeli 
r^ad  from  his  speech  and  report  by  the  Senator  froB 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Bshtor.)  It  was  a  very  extraordinary 
position  attempted  to  be  mnintained,  that  for  twenty 
years  there  had  been  a  public  law  in  force  in  the  United 
Slates,  conferring  on  paper  money,  or  bank  bills^  the 
legal  character  of  gold  and  silver,  so  far  aa  regards  the 
pajrment  of  the  revenue  and  all  debts  due  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  country  has  been  unapprized  of  tbe 
exiatenceof  such  law.  An  act  to  legalise  paper  monej, 
and  make  it  a  lawful  tender  fur  all  debts  to  the  Uniled 
States,  is  one  of  great  importance,  arid  would  have  been 
likely  to  have  excited  general  interest  and  attention. 

The  sixteenth  section  of  the  act  chartering  the  Bank 
of  tile  United  States  provides  that  the  depowtes  of  tbe 
moneys  of  tlie'Uniled  Statea  shall  be  made  in  that  bank 
and  its  branches.  But  the  bank  had  refused  to  receive 
the  bills  of  certain  banks,  nolwithalanding  they  were  re- 
deemed in  specie,  and  bad*been  JustiBed  by  Congress 
in  so  doing,  in  a  report  to  that  efiecl,  drawn  up  by  the 
Senutor  himself.  But  if  (he  resolution  of  1816  gave  to 
the  bills  of  State  banks  all  the  character  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver, so  fur  as  regarda  dues  to  the  Government,  then 
such  bills  were  the  *<  money  of  the  United  States,**  and 
(he  bank  was  bound  by  its  charter  lo  receive  them  on 
depostte. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  referred  to  the  fael« 
that  tbe  President  last  sesuon  sent  a  message  to  Goa> 
gress,  recommending  the  repeal  of  the  fuutteenth  sec- 
tion of  tbe  charter  oUtW^f j8k(^^hflJW|^  States 
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vbicfa  required  that  the  notes  of  that  bank  should  be 
recel*eJ  in  all  payment!  to  the  United  Slates.  He 
eoold  not  pereeive  what  inference  eould  be  drawn  frooi 
thia  fact,  wroraMe  to  the  gentleman's  purpoact  but  it 
appeared  to  Um  that  the  oecemry  inference  was  direct- 
ly tbe  contrary.  The  bilb  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  were  made  receivable  by  the  Government,  by  a 
diMinet  provision  in  its  charter;  and  the  President  wish- 
ed that  section  repealed,  which  would  place  them  on 
tbt  Mae  footior  as  other  bank  billa.  But  if  the  Sen- 
ator Is  eocTcct  in  bta  argument,  it  would  hare  been  of 
BB  use  to  repeal  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  bank'cbar- 
ter,  as  the  United  States  would  still  hare  been  obliged 
to  receive  tbe  billa  of  that  bank,  under  the  resolution  of 
1816.  Moreover,  the  fourteenth  section  was  never  of 
say  importance  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stites,  if,  as 
tacontended,  the  resolution  of  1816  gave  to  the  bills  of 
aH  ^de-paying  banks  the  character  of  receivabiliiy  fur 
debu  payable  to  ihe  United  States.  The  bills  of  the 
Slate  banks,  so  br  aa  regarded  the  Government,  stood 
on  tbe  same  footing  aa  t&ose  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stalest  shbough  it  has  always  been  claimed  that  the 
pririktfe  conferred  by  the  fourteenth  section  formed  a 
part  of  the  consideration  for  which  the  curporatiun  had 
paid  a  bonus  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Presideni,  if  there  is  tny  doubt  in  regard  to  the 
legal  import  snd  effect  of  the  resolution  of  1816,  still 
there  can  be  no  question  aa  to  the  kind  of  currency 
vbicfa  is  teeeivable  for  the  salea  of  the  public  lands. 
The  fiwrtb  section  of  the  act  of 1830,  which  superseded 
the  credit  qrstem,  and  required  that  sales  should  be 
made  .for  cash  payments,  settles  that  questi'tn.  The 
proviso  to  the  fourth  section  is,  "that  no  such  lands 
shall  be  sold  at  any  public  sale  hereby  suthorized,  for  a 
teas  price  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-fire  cents^  nor  on 
wnj  other  terms  than  cash  payments."  This  section,  it 
k  true,  is  confined  to  lands  forfeited  to  the  United 
BWesi  but  its  spirit  and  language  are  In  perfect  sccord- 
aaee  with  the  other  sections  of  the  act.  The  clause 
•*  cash  payments,"  must  be  understood  in  its  ordinary 
s«eeptation,  in  which  sense  it  does  not  mean  Tresaury 
Botes,  nor  the  notes  of  banks,  but  money,  which  is  a  ' 
Irgal  tender  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Statcii.  In  the 
•Miaary  acceptation,  *<ca8b"  signifies  money,  or  that 
corrency  which  is  a  lawful  tender  for  debts.  Any  other 
construction  would  be  to  trifle  with  language,  and  an 
Insult  10  common  sense. 

Mr.  N.  said  that,  without  consuming  more  time  on  that 
point,  he  was  satisfied  ttiat  the  objection  to  the  Treasury 
order,  on  the  ground  of  its  illegaTity,  was  entirely  un- 
Ibunded. 

Mr.  N.  said  be  would  now  proceed  to  stibmit  a  few 
remarka  on  tbe  oiber  diviaion  of  the  subject.  Has  the 
TtoMury  order  operated  unjustly  and  injuriously  to  the 
interest  of  the  country }  Has  it  caused  ihecmbarrassinents 
and  pressure  for  money  which  hare  prevailed  soexlen- 
ahrcly  and  disastrously  throughput  the  country,  and  panic- 
nlarfy  in  the  large  commercial  cities?  All  these  evils  have 
been  charged  upon  it,  u  the  results  of  the  derangement 
it  has  occasioned  in  the  bumness  and  monetary  concerns 
of  tbe  country.  In  regard  to  t|te  discrimination  or  ex- 
ception fi-om  its  operation  in  behalf  of  actual  settlers,  and 
the  eitisens  of  tbe  States  in  fthicb  Ibe  lands  were  sold,  as 
that  exceptioo  bad  now  ceased,  he  would  not  spend  any 
tee  upon  iL 

Tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cai-rrsaiiBN]  asked, 
vhh  an  air  of  triumph,  what  had  been  the  good  effects 
of  the  order.'  Whilst  its  evils  have  been  so  manirest, 
and  of  such  great  magn'ttude,  we  have  a  ridit,  said  he, 
to  call  on  its  sdrocstes  to  point  out  its  benefits.  Mr.  N. 
isidtbat,lohta  preliminsry  remarks,  be  referred  to  wbal 
■qiearrd  to  have  been  some  of  the  beneficial  clTects  of 
ttt  order,  and  b«  wuold  not  repeat  them.  They  were 


such,  too,  he  believed,  as  were  contemplated  by  the  Ex- 
eeutiveatthe  time  tbe  order  was  adopted.  But  aa  those 
who  supported  the  resolution  before  the  Senate  took 
the  affirmatire  of  the  issur,  he  might,  perhaps,  with 
more  propriety,  call  on  them  to  point  out  the  evil  conse- 
quences of  the  order.  This  they  have  attempted  to  do, 
but  he  thought  with  no  very  great  success.  It  has  been 
boldly  asserted,  that  the  Treasury  order  had  deranged 
the  currency,  and  occasioned  i he  existing  difliculties  and 
pressure  in  regard  to  money,  which  be  admitted  to  be 
ver^  severe.  This,  sir,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  is  no  new  com- 
plaint against  the  present  administration.  It  is  the  old 
story,  which  has  been  so  ol^en  repeated  within  the  last 
few  years,  that  its  authors  on  the  present  occasion  can 
lay  no  claims  to  originality.  On  his  way  to  this  city, 
during  a  short  detention  in  New  York,  he  bad  a  con- 
versation with  a  merchant,  who  complained  not  only  of 
the  time^,  but  of  the  Government.  It  was,  however,  only 
a  repetition  of  the  old  story,  bf  tampering  with  the  cur- 
rency! — war  upon  Ibe  currency!  When  will  the  G-ir- 
ernment  cease  tsmpering  with  the  currency^  These 
complaints  come  with  an  ill  grace  from  bankeia,  brokers, 
and  merchants,  whoara  atrenuous  supporters  of  that  in- 
flated system  of  paper  money  and  credit,  whose  inherent 
defects  are  the  source  of  the  very  evils  which  they  de- 
nounce. Mr.  N.  said  that  when  he  heard  complaints  like 
these,  he  was  forcibly  reminded  of  an  anr  cdote  of  Doctor 
Pranklin,  who,  when  in  liuropr,  was  a  member  of  a 
learned  society,  whidi  had  a  regulation,  that  on  certain 
oeeanona  each  member  was  to  suggest  some  problem  in 
physitJkl  science,  and  each  one  present  was  to  give  an 
explanation  iitmrotnptu.  Tbe  Doctor,  who  was  fond  of 
starting  game  for  philosophers,  as  he  called  it,  proposed 
this  question:  "  How  it  was  to  be  accounted  for,  that  a 
barrel  of  fish  would  contain  more  salt  tlian  the  barrel 
Without  the  fish?"  The  explanations  giten  by  learned 
aavans,  although  extremely  ingenious,  did  not  appesr  tu 
be  entirely  satisbctory.  At  bst  all  eyes  were  turned 
towanls  the  Doctor,  who,  it  was  supposed,  could  give  a 
satisfactory  solution  of  a  problem  he  had  suggested. 
"  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  in  the  first  place,  tbe  fact  is 
not  so."  So  in  regard  lo  the  complaints  uf  merchants 
and  politicians,  so  often  repealed,  of  tampering  with  tbe 
currency,  it  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  say,  the  fact  is  not 
so.  These  chains  are  without  foundation,  even  if  we 
consider  currency  in  the  very  comprehensive  sense  in 
which  it  appears  to  be  regaraed  by  the  Senator  from 
Ma«acbu?etts,  [Mr.  Wibstim,]  wIio,  if  he  correctly  un- 
derstood him,  appears  to  consider  currency  as  compre- 
hending not  only  bank  bills,  but  bills  of  exchange,  and 
every  description  of  paper  which  was  usvd  to  facilitate 
the  transactions  of  commerce.  This  appeared  to  him  to 
be  altogether  loo  comprehensive  a  view  of  llie  subject  of 
currency,  even  in  a  commercial  sense.  It  appeared  to  be 
confounding  currency  and  credit,  which  he  had  supposed 
were  essentially  distinct.  In  the  small  book  which  every 
Senator  has  on  his  table,  (containing  the  constitution  of 
the  United  Slates,)  is  a  much  better  definition:  he  there 
found,  that  *•  Congress  shall  have  power  to  coin  money, 
regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin."  Here 
we  find  what  is  the  legal  and  constitutional  currency  of 
Ihe  United  Stales.  Gold  and  silver,  either  the  coinage 
of  tbe  United  States  or  foreign  coin,  the  va'ue  of  which 
has  been  fixed  and  regulated  by  a  law  of  Congress,  con- 
stitute the  oi-Iy  currency  known  to  the  constitution. 

But,  in  a  commercial  sense,  or  in  the  common  accepta. 
tinn,  whatever  circulates  as  money,  and  is  received  as 
SHch,  in  the  ordinary  transactions  of  s'iciety,  may  be 
considered  as  a  part  of  the  currency  of  the  country;  and 
in  this  view  of  the  subject,  bank  bills  form  a  part  of  our 
currency.  But  if  we  admit  the  bills  of  our  banks  to  be 
a  component  part  of  ihe  currency i6^  ihe^couiltry,  still 
the  complaints,  of  vhicBigttreeliki'^.liMl^  Uuch  for 
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tome  yttxt  put,  ar«  without  any  just  foundslion.  Whtt 
KK  the  acts  of  this  admmUtratioR,  which  have  be«n  de- 
nounced as  lamperinflf  with  the  currency,  and  making 
war  on  the  currency?  The  first  of  them  is  the  veto  of 
the  President  of  the  bill  for  rechartering  tlie  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  This  may  have  been  a  bold  measure, 
but  great  evils  require  powerful  remedies;  and  it  was 
confirmed  and  fully  sustained  by  the  people,  and  after- 
wards by  Congress,  which  refused  to  give  the  bank  an- 
other clwrter.  If  this  measure  had  succeeded  in  destroy, 
ing  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  it  might  be  consid- 
ered, in  some  measure,  as  interfering  with  the  currency 
of  the  country,  if  it  can  be  made  out  that  the  bills  of  that 
bank  possessed  any  essential  qualities  as  money,  or  cur- 
rency, which  do  not  appertain  to  the  bills  of  the  State 
banks.  Out  he  did  not  consider  that  the  bills  of  that 
hank  possessed  any  material  advantages^  at  money,  over 
those  of  the  Stale  banks;  for  such  were  its  reguistions, 
that  the  different  branches,  so  far  as  reqiects  the  re- 
dentption  of  their  bills,  were  so  many  independent  banks. 
It  was  not  necessary,  however,  to  consider  this  question, 
because  tlie  bank  had  not  ceased  to  exist.  No,  unfor- 
tunately for  thttcountry,  the  **  monster"  still  livest  sn^t 
according  to  the  deci^irations  of  its  president,  at  the  very 
time  of  its  resuscitation,  under  a  charter  obtained  from 
one  of  the  States  it  inherits  a  circulation  of  twenty-two 
millions^  and  a  credit  througbmit  the  world.  We  have 
the  word  of  its  president  that  the  bank  still  possesses  ita 
essential  ability  to  do  good,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
it  has  lost  none  of  its  powers  of  mischief.  Whether  for 
gi'od  ur  for  evil,  th<-n,  the  bank  still  exists,  and  the 
country  bat  the  bentrfit,  if  such  it  is,  of  that  paper  cur- 
rency which  it  can  supply. 

The  next  act  which  has  been  condemned  as  an  act  of 
war  upon  the  currency,  is  the  Treaaury  order  for  re- 
moving the  public  drposites  in  1833.  This,  as  is  well 
known,  occasioned  great  excitement;  the  measure  was 
denounced,  in  this  hall  and  elsewhere,  as  illegal,  uneon- 
•ti  utiunal,  and  an  alarming  usurpation,  calculated  to 
derange  the  currency,  destroy  public  and  private  credit, 
and  prostrate  the  entire  business  of  the  country.  Now 
the  excitement  has  gone  by,  and  the  angry  waves  sub' 
sided,  and  the  measure  already  become,  in  some  sense, 
a  matter  of  history,  we  can  look  back  upon  it  ilispaa- 
aioiiately  and  calmly.  And  what  was  this  alarming  act 
of  usurpation,  this  war  upon  the  currency  and  credit  of 
the  emmtry,  which  was  to  paralyze  all  the  great  inter, 
esis  of  the  nation  *  He  did  not  speak  with  any  refer- 
ence to  its  legality  or  conslilutibnality,  but  solely  with 
regard  to  its  rflcct  on  the  currency  and  credit.  Why, 
air,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  this  measure  con»t(ted  «mpl^  of  an 
order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  changing  the 
place  of  depDsite  of  the  public  revenue,  at  a  time  when 
the  money  in  the  Treasury  amounted  to  but  about  nine 
millions  of  dollars.  The  measure  related  only  to  the 
money  of  the  United  States;  it  had  no  application  what- 
ever to  the  currency  of  the  country,  whether  metallic  or 
paper;  it  hud  no  operation  upon  commerce,  or  duties, 
or  importations.  I'his  act,  which  was  said  to  derange 
the  currency  and  destroy  credit,  was  nothing  more  than 
the  control  and  management  of  the  funds  belonging  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  no  way  interfering 
with  the  transactions  of  commerce,  or  currency,  or 
credit.  Csnnot  the  Government  take  ere  of  their  own 
funds,  and  manage  them  as  they  think  best,  without  be- 
ing charged  with  making  war  on  the  currency?  without 
an  outcry  fmrn  bankers,  brokers,  and  merchants,  that 
tlicir  business  is  injured,  and  the  whole  country  exposed 
to  ruin?  Must  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  consult  the 
bankers  before  he  can  decide  on  any  measure  in  relation 
to  the  public  funds?  If  an  act,  having  no  bearing  on 
commerce,  in  no  way  directly  affecting  any  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  and  which  merely  changed  the 


places  of  deposite  of  the  public  reveones,  could  have 
occasioned  the  serious  consequences  which  were  char- 
ged upon  it — the  derangement  of  the  currency,  prostni- 
tion  of  credit,  the  wide-spread  embarrassments  and  dia- 
tresa  which  prevailed — the  case  would  afford  the 
strongest,  the  most  irresistible,  argument  againkt  the 
whole  paper  credit  system.  If  these  consequences  did 
follow  from  so  small  a  cause,  it  proves  the  miserable, 
wretched  condition  of  your  paper  currency,  which  the 
Senator  from  HaaaachusettsseeaMtecondderasprefim- 
bic  to  gold  and  silver. 

Untsable  and  bad  as  beconsidered  the  paper  currency 
of  the  country,  he  would  make  no  such  charge  againat 
it;  he  did  not  believe  it  could  be  deranged,  and  the 
whole  country  involved  in  difficulty  and  distress,  By  so 
trifling  a  cause.  No,  sir,  there  was  at  tliat  period  a  war 
upon  the  currency;  but  it  did  not  come  from  the  Exec- 
utive, or  this  Government,  but  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  other  banka  which  from  fear  or  &vor 
co-operated  with  it  in  its  meaaures  iiitettded  to  disircM 
the  country,  and  create  a  panic.  That  war  on  the  cur* 
reney  and  on  the  country  came  from  the  great  mam- 
moth of  the  paper  system,  which  possessed  more  power 
over  the  currency  than  this  Government;  which  could 
make  paper  money  plenty  or  scarce  at  ita  pleasure.  At 
this  day,  he  believed  no  one  could  be  found  who  would 
maintain  that  the  embarrassments  and  distreu  which  pre- 
vailed during  almost  the  entire  year  of  1834,  were'oo* 
casioned  by  the  chsnge  which  was  made  in  the  mani^e- 
ment  of  the  public  revenue. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  now  came  to  consider  the  last  measure 
which  had  been  condemned  as  a  tampering  with  the  cur- 
rency— the  Treasury  order  of  the  llth  July,  requiriof 
cash  payments  for  the  public  lands.  It  is  claimed  that 
the  money  presaure  which  has  prevailed  for  months 
past,  and  which  Mill  continues,  has  been  occasioned  by 
this  new  regulation  as  to  the  sales  of  the  public  landa. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  WaBSTsaj  did  not 
seem  to  advance  this  opinion  with  conlidencrt  he  aaid 
(here  was  a  complication  of  causes;  that  this  order,  with 
other  causes,  had  occasioned  the  existing  difficultiesj 
but  when  he  came  to  point  out  the  other  causes,  they 
did  not  appear  to  be  very  numerous  or  complicated, 
and  all  o^tbem  centered  in  the  executive  dcpaitment  <rf 
theG  'vernment.  The  complication  of  causes  appeared 
to  contist  uf  but  two;  the  Treasury  order,  and  the  exe* 
ciition  of  the  deposite  act,  or  the  apprehension  of  the 
manner  in  which  that  act  was  to  be  executed.  That  the 
deposite  act  had  contributed  to  increase  the  money  pres. 
sure,  Mr.  N-  did  not  doubt;  but  what  properly  belonged 
to  the  act,  ought  not  to  be  charged  to  Ute  execution,  or 
the  apprehended  execution.  He  relucUntly  gave  his 
support  to  that  act,  although  sensible  at  the  lime  that  it 
would  increase,  rather  than  relieve,  the  pressure  for 
money,  which  prevailed.  But  it  had  nol  been  shown 
that  any  censure  was  justly  chargeable  upon  the  Stfcre- 
tary  for  the  execution  of  the  law.  It  was  )m,-iofisib1e  but 
that  the  act  should  occasion  some  temporary  inconveni- 
ence in  the  monetary  concerns  of  the  country.  It  dis- 
poses of  a  large  sum  of  money,  nearly  forty  millions^ 
upon  principles  altogether  foreign  to  the  commercial 
principles  which  control  and  regulate  the  moneyed  capi- 
tal of  the  country,  fopulation  is  not  the  principle  upon 
which  commerce  distributes  money. 

Mr.  N.  said  that,  in  relation  to  the  Treasury  order,  he 
would  not  deny  that  in  some  smalt  degree  it  may  have 
increased  the  difficulties  which  exist.  It  had  increased 
the  demand  for  specie,  and  that  was  the  priticipal  ob* 
ject  of  the  measure,  to  obtain  something  of  real  value 
for  the  public  lands.  Its  operation  has  been  to  replen- 
ish the  deposite  banks  in  Ihe  West  with  specie  fundlh 
and  to  draw  them  from  the  bankubthe  Easta  which  has 
to  some  extent,  dimiv^^Jg^(«^I^>Q^|C  Utter  to 
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nuke  Imns.  But  a  conlraction  or  the  paper  currency 
had  long  berore  cninmcncedt  and  that  contraction  muai 
necetsarily  produce  ■  curtailment  in  the  loans  and  dra- 
CMinU  of  banks.  The  Treasury  order  only  co-operated 
with  other  cauies  in  prodticing  results  which  were  inev- 
itable. To  regard  the  Trsasufy  onler  as  the  efficient 
cause  of  the  present  crisis  wrutd  be  like  an  attempt  to 
find  one's  way  by  a  taper,  and  close  his  eyes  to  the  sun, 
which  Wit  enl  gtitrning  the  world.  The  real  cause  of 
ihe  existing  pretsufb  is  much  broader  and  deeper  than 
the  Treasury  order)  it  is  a  cause  which  is  inherent  in  the 
banking  i)'slem,  and  in  that  paper  currency  which  we 
hare  just  heard  commended  as  prefi-rable  to  gold  and 
ailrer.  There  sre  Uwa  whidi  tct  upon  and  control  the 
paper  system  of  currency,  supplied  by  banks,  whicli  are 
as  immutable  as  those  that  govern  the  physical  universe. 
One  of  these  laws  is,  that  a  Kudtlen  expansion  of  the  cur- 
rencjr,  even  to  an  inconsiderable  amount,  gives  an  undue 
■timulus  to  enterprise^  that  occasions  over-trading  and 
qiecuUtion,  which  will  continue  to  increase,  until  they 
■re  checked  by  a  reaction  in  the  money  market,  when 
a  contraction  of  the  currency  ensues*  by  the  banks  be* 
ing  obliged  to  curtail  tlwir  discounts.  Thii  occuiona  a 
acarci'  y  of  money. 

Bui  it  seems  to  be  denied  that  there  has  been  any  dan- 
Kcrous  or  essential  enlargement  of  the  paper  currency. 
The  Senator  from  Massachuaetts  admits  that  there  has 
been  a  great  augmentation  of  banking  capital  within  the 
last  fwo  or  three  years,  but  attributes  it  to  the  rapid  and 
unparalleled  ■•Ivanee  in  the  value  of  real  estate  and  oth- 
er property.  It  appnred  to  htm  this  was  taking  the  ef. 
feet  for  the  cau^e.  What  has  occasioned  the  rapid  rise  in 
the  price  of  real  estate  and  other  properly?  li  it  no*,  the 
flood  of  paper  money  with'which  the  country  has  been  in- 
undated for  the  last  few  year<»  and  the  wide-spread  and 
exlravaganl  speciilationa  to  which  it  has  given  rise?  If 
ihts  was  not  the  caua^,  he  would  like  to  know  what  it 
was.  Han  there  not  btren  an  alarming  increase  of  bank 
capital,  and,  of  course,  bank  circulation,  tlie  last  few 
yean?  The  bunk  capital  of  the  State  banks  was  esti- 
mated by  Mr.  Gillatin,  in  1830,  at  ninety-iive  millions  of 
flolLirs,  and  the  bank  circulation  at  thirty-nine  millions. 
The  annual  report  of  theSecretary  of  the  lYeasury,  a  year 
ago,  contained  rei  urns  from  nearly  all  tlic  State  banks;  ac- 
cording to  which,  the  capital  of  the  State  banks,  on  the 
1st  January,  1S35,  amounted  to  about  ninety-six  millions, 
their  circulation  to  about  eighty-six  millions.  Since  that 
peno6,  the  increase  of  bank  capital  lias  been  astonish- 
ingly rapid.  It  h  thought  to  have  exceeded  one  bun- 
drrd  millions,  and  the  circulation  to  have  been  increased 
fifly  millions.  But  in  addition  to  this,  the  Rank  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  has  been  recbartcred  Ihe  year  ptst,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  tbiriy-five  millions,  and  has  the  possession  of  seven 
lBinio»  belonging  to  the  United  States;  making  a  capital 
of  fortj-two  millions.  During  the  past  year,  there  has 
also  been  a  sum  of  from  thirty  to  forty  millions  of  dollars 
of  the  public  revenue  in  the  depositc  banks,  which  has 
been  used  for  banking  purposes,  and  constituted  a  part 
of  their  capital.  The  whole  addition  to  the  banking 
capital  of  the  country,  since  January,  18j5,  must  consid- 
erably exceed  one  hundred  and  fifiy  millions  of  dollars, 
mnA  Ihe  adilition  to  the  circulation  fifty  milfiont. 

In  bis  report,  the  present  seanon^  the  Secretary  esti- 
■latef  the  circulation  of  bank  paper,  on  the  first  of  the 
present  month,  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  millionst  but 
thinks  that  in  July  it  considerably  exceeded  that  sum. 
Mr.  N.  thought  this  estimate  below  the  truth,  because  it 
WM  fiwnd  lliat  the  issues  of  banks  would  bear  a  certain 
proportion  to  their  capital*.  If  it  wai  true,  as  was  sup- 
pnted  by  Adam  SmitI),  who  wrote  at  a  time  when  the 
subject  of  banking  was  very  imperfectly  understood, 
that  no  nore  paper  aumey  could  be  circulated  than 
would  flupply  the  specie  which  H  ftrced  out  of  eircuU- 
Yat.  Sm.~8 


tinn,  the  creation  of  banking  capital  would  not  add  to 
the  paper  currency.  Rut  that  principle  is  ineorrecl;  Uw 
paper  issues  of  banks  are  found  to  depend  mainly  on  the 
capital  which  shall  be  employed  in  banking  operations. 
What  proportion  the  circulation  will  bear  to  the  banking 
capital  was  not  clearly  eslabfished,  hut  it  would  not  vary 
fitr  from  thirty  per  cent.  If  gentlemen  will  look  into 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  just  laid  on 
our  tables,  they  will  find  that  the  depoaile  bank^  with  a 
capital  of  seventy-seven  million%  have  a  circulation  of 
forty-one  millions,  or  more  than  fil^y  per  cent.  1'heso 
banks,  it  is  true,  posseaa  large  aums  in  depoMte,  so  that 
their  circulation  is,  no  doubt,  considerably  larger,  in 
proportion  to  their  capital,  than  the  general  arerage. 

Sir,  (said  Hr.  N.,)  are  we  to  be  told,  in  the  face  of 
these  strong  facts,  that  there  has  been  no  undue  enlai^e- 
taent  of  the  paper  currency  and  the  credit  system  the 
last  two  y»n}  Are  we  to  believe  that  this  increase  has 
been  occasioned  by  the  genera]  rise  In  the  value  of  prop- 
erty* Has  property  advanced  nearly  fifty  per  cent,  in 
two  years?  And  if  ludi  was  the  fact,  what  reason  can 
be  assigned  for  such  an  unprecedented  advance  in  the 
<  value  of  property  in  so  short  a  period,  except  the  super* 
abundance  of  the  paper  currency  ? 

That  the  flood  of  paper  money,  and  the  great  exlcn- 
sion  of  bank  credits,  were  the  original  and  efficient  cause 
of  the  embarrassments  and  difficunies  which  had  prevailed 
fur  nearly  one  -year,  was  clear  beyond  any  reasonable 
doubt.  Even  a  very  small  addition  to  the  currency  ex- 
cites to  over-trading  and  speculation,  and  an  advance  of 
prices.  This  has  been  found  to  be  invariably  the  case 
tn  England,  and  in  this  country  since  the  estsbliahment 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  All  periods  of  excite- 
ment and  speculation,  in  both  countries,  have  been  pre- 
ceded by  an  increase  of  money  or  credit,  or  both.  The 
year  1835  and  ihe  first  half  of  the  year  1836,  bave  been 
distinguished  for  speculation  in  stocks,  real  estate,  and 
every  kind  of  property,  and  for  the  unprecedented  muU 
tiplication  of  joint  stock  companies,  for  almost  every  con- 
ceivable object.  A  reaction  has  ensued,  and  there  is  now 
great  distress  in  that  country  for  money,  as  well  as  in  this. 
This  spirit  of  speculation  and  gambling  is  there  attribu- 
ted to  an  expansion  of  the  paper  currency,  although  the 
increase  of  paper  appears  to  be  trifling  compared  to 
what  has  taken  place  in  this  country.  In  1833,  there 
were  but  thirty*four  joint  stock  buika  in  England,  and 
in  July,  1836,  they  had  increased  to  aeventy-aeven. 
Their  issues  in  1834  were  £1,783,600,  and  in  1836, 
£3,094,035,  being  an  increase  of  less  thsn  a  million  and 
a  half.  In  the  mean  time,  the  private  banks  had  not  tn< 
creased,  but  to  a  small  amount  had  contracted  their  is- 
sues. So  small  an  addition  to  the  paper  currency  as  tbia 
is  contidered  aa  the  cause  of  the  rtge  of  speculation  and 
gambling  which  has  prevailed,  and  of  the  distress  that 
has  followed. 

Mr.  N.  said  thai,  in  support  and  corroboration  of  these 
views,  he  would  ask  the  Secretary  to  read  some  short 
extracts  from  two  recent  writers  in  that  country,  whkh 
he  bad  copied  i 

Extrad  from  Afuthet. 

**  In  1819,  the  Bank  oT  England  and  the  country  banks 
curtailed  their  issues  about  15  per  cent.,  and  consols  fell 
about  14  per  ccnt.i  in  1830,  the  country  banks  curtuled 
33  per  cent-t  in  1831,  38  per  cent.  A  fall  of  prices 
and  scarcity  of  money  followedt  and  1819,  '30,  and  '31, 
were  years  of  great  distress  iu  England.  One  of  the 
great  evils  from  the  great  fluctuation  in  the  amount  of 
Ihe  currency,  is  the  spirit  of  gambling  which  itengen- 
dera.  It  is  the  sudden  abundance  of  money,  which  i| 
the  main-apring  of  all  gambling  transactions  in  pur  funds* 
a»d  in  articles  of  general  eoatusnptiont  end  Uie  rise  in 
pricci  it  forced  by  ■pe«9^ifftfe5;i«!S(j^#ll'Qr. 
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■iderably  beyond  the  actual  increaie  of  (he  currency.  H 
M  to  this  cause  alone,  and  under  every  circumfianee 
which,  as  a  nation,  we  can  be  placed,  that  I  attribute 
the  whole  of  the  speculations,  now  and  beretorore,  that 
have  appeared  to  begin  in  proiperity,  and  to  end  in  the 
diatreH  and  ruin  of  thouaands. 

"  The  speculative  riae  probably  exceeOs  the  addition 
to  the  aquares  added.  If  2  per  cent,  ia  added,  pricea 
will  riae  8;  if  8,  39  per  cent.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
is  a  contraction  of  8  per  cent,  it  will  be  attended  with  a 
Ml  of  publ  o  credit  and  confidence  in  buying  and  tellmf;. 
Theae  are  the  evils,  and  they  are  evils  of  great  maffni- 
tilde,  that  attend  the  use  of  the  paper  currency.  There 
is  a  range  of  contraction  and  expansion  in  the  use  of  pa- 
per, that  does  not  belong  lo  a  metallic  currency,  and 
which,  perhaps,  does  more  than  counterbalance  alt  the 
■draola^  to  A  nation  from  the  use  of  paper." 

Extnelfrom  (A«  Et&nburgh  Bemeu,  co/.  4,  iVo.  3. 

"  In  a  country  ao  opulent  as  this,  and  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing  in  Wealth  and  population,  the  too  great  ardor 
of  speculation,  and  the  miscalculation  of  pruducers,  must 
necessarily  sometimea  occasion  over-trading,  and  conse- 
quently gluts  and  deprewes  of,  the  market.  But  were 
the  currency  in  a  perfectly  sound  state,  the  excitement 
arising  from  such  causes  would  almost  necessarily  be  con- 
fined to  one  or  a  very  few  businesses,  and  would  be  »vy 
nr  indeed  from  being  either  general  or  unirersal.  In 
point  of  fact,  at]  periods  of  general  excitement,  or  periods 
marked  by  a  general  tt-ndency  lo  speculation,  and  by  a 
general  rise  of  price*,  have,  both  in  this  and  other  coun- 
tries, been  uniformly  distinguished  by  some  extraordi- 
nary facilities  in  obtaining  supplies  of  money  or  of  credit, 
or  of  both.  We  are  bold  to  say,  that  no  single  instance 
to  the  contrary  can  be  pointed  out  in  the  history  of  in- 
dustry in  modern  times." 

Mr.  N.  said  that  the  opinions  of  theae  (wo  enlightened 
writers,  in  pointing  out  the  evils  of  a  paprr  currency, 
contained  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  true  origin  of 
the  pecuniary  dtlBcultips  which  now  exist  in  this  coun- 
try.^ There  was  no  Treasury  order  in  England,  no  tam- 
pering with  the  currency,  so  far  as  the  Government  was 
coneemed,  yet  the  same  erila  bad  been  experienced 
there.  *^ 

A  paper  currency  was,  from  the  very  nalure  of  it,  un- 
stable, and  subject  to  constant  fluctuations.  Such  had 
been  its  character  in  England,  and  in  lliia  country  par- 
ticularljr.  Since  the  establishment  of  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates,  it  had  been  more  unstable.  Those 
who  suppose  that  reactions  and  periods  of  distress  were 
only  occasional,  and  the  result  of  extraordlnsfy  causes, 
were  entirely  mistaken.  They  are  evils  inhci  ent  in  the 
system,  and  inseparable  from  it.  Whoever  will  look 
back  to  the  period  of  the  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  SUtes,  will  find  that  such  has  been  the  ease  hi  this 
country.  Thesevereaiiduniversaldistresawliiehprevailed 
throughout  the  Union  in  1819  and  "SO,  will  long  be  re- 
membered. In  1822,  money  again  became  scarce,  and 
in  1825  there  was  great  distress  in  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  in  England,  where  the  pressure  was  universal 
and  deaolatin^^  in  ita  consequences.  So  great  was  the 
oahmity,  that  rt  was  found  necessary  to  take  away,  in 
part,  the  monopoly  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  autliQ- 
i^ze  the  establishment  of  joint  stock  banks,  as  a  means  of 
relief.  In  1826,  money  was  scarce  in  New  York;  and 
in  the  winter  of  182r-'8,  in  the  Middle  and  Eastern 
Slates.  In  1829,  many  banks  failed,  and  there  was 
great  diMreBS  among  the  manufacturers  in  the  Ksstern 
Btatei.  In  the  latter  part  of  1832,  money  again  became 
Ktreei  and  neaHy  the  entire  year  of  1834  was  distin- 
guished, not  only  for  a  pressure,  but  for  a  panic,  unex- 
ampled in  thii  country.  The  evils  of  this  period  are  too 
fresh  in  the  memory  of  every  one,  to  render  It  necesury 
to  eoUffe  upon  them. 


In  confirmation  of  these  facts  and  views,  he  would  beg 
leave  to  read  a  letter  which  has  been  ptiblisherii  it  ia 
from  no  visionary  theorist,  or  antt*bank  man,  but  from  a 
responsible  officer,  the  C'tihier  nf  ihe  Brunch  of  the 
United  States  Bank  in  Baltimore,  in  1830,  and  was  ad- 
dressed to  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasuTy.  It  bears  date 
February  15,  1830, 

**  Looking  back  to  the  peace,  a  short  period,  fresh  in 
the  memory  of  every  man,  the  wretched  slate  of  the  cur- 
rency for  the  two  succeeding  years  cannot  be  overlook- 
ed. The  disasters  of  1819.  which  Beriou<<ly  affected  the 
circumstances,  property,  and  industry,  of  every  district  in 
the  United  States,  will  long  be  recollected.  A  suddtn 
and  pressing  scarcity  of  money  prevailed  in  1832;  nu' 
merous  and  very  exIenMve  failures  took  place  in  New 
York,  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  New  Orleans,  in  1825. 
There  was  a  great  convuliion  among  banks  and  other 
moneyed  institutions,  in  1836,  The  scarcity  of  money 
among  traders  in  that  Slate  and  eastward,  in  the  winter 
of  187f-%  was  dislreasing  and  alarming.  Pailurea  of 
banks  in  North  Carolina  and  Rhode  Island,  and  amongst 
the  manufacturers  of  New  England  and  this  Slate,  (Ma- 
ryland,) characterized  the  last  yeaf,  (1829;)  and  intelli- 
gence ia  just  received  of  the  refusal  of  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal bsnks  of  Georgia  to  redeem  their  notes  wiili  spe- 
cie— a  lamentable  and  rapid  succession  of  evil  and  unto- 
ward events,  prejudicial  to  the  progressof  productive  in- 
dustry, and  causing  a  baleful  extension  of  embarrass- 
ment, insolvency,  litigation,  and  dishonesty,  alike  subver- 
sive of  sncial  happiness  and  morals.  Every  intelhgent 
mind  must  express  regret  and  astonishment  at  the  re- 
currence of  these  disastera  in  tranquil  times  and  botmti- 
fill  seasons,  amongpst  an  cnlightcneil,  industrious,  and 
enterprising  penple,  comparatively  free  from  taxation, 
unreslrainrd  in  their  pursuits,  possessing  abundance  of 
fertile  lands  and  Valuable  minerals,  with  capital  and  c.v 
pacity  to  improve,  and  an  ardtnt  disposition  to  avail  our- 
selvea  of  these  great  bounties. 

"  Calamities  of  an  injurious  and  demnralizing  nature, 
occurring  with  singular  frequency  amidst  a  prufusion  of 
the  elements  of  wealth,  are  well  calculated  lo  inspire 
and  enforce  the  conviction,  that  there  is  something  radi- 
cally erroneous  in  our  monetary  sjstem,  were  it  not 
that  the  judgment  hesitates  to  yield  assent,  when  grave, 
enlightened  and  patriotic  Senators  have  deliberately  an- 
nounced to  the  public,  in  a  recent  report,  that  our  sys- 
tem of  money  is  in  the  main  excellent,  and  that,  in  roost 
of  its  great  principle*,  no  ionoration  can  be  made  toad, 
vantage." 

Mr.  N.  Esid  that  the  letter  which  he  had  just  read  con- 
tained more  truth  and  honesly  than  all  the  communica- 
tions which  had  ever  appeared  from  the  head  of  that 
banking  institution,  of  which  the  writer  of  this  letter 
«u  an  ufRcer.  It  presented  a  faithful  but  melancholy 
picture  of  the  operHtiont  of  ourjianking  %nd  crtdit  ^!>- 
tern. 

With  such  facts  as  these,  and  the  experience  of  the 
last  twenty  years  before  us,  he  thought  it  was  trifling 
with  common  sense  to  talk  about  the  Treasury  order 
being  the  cause  of  the  existing  difficulties.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  N.,)  the  cause  of  these  evils  lies  deeper  and 
broader;  it  exists  in  your  paper  currency  and  banking 
system.  The  order  has,  no  doubt,  in  some  small  degree, 
contributed  to  increase  the  pressure;  and  this  is  also  true 
of  the  deposite  act.  They  nave  served  to  bring  on  the 
crisis  a  little  sooner  than  it  might  otherwise  have  come, 
but  the  disease  was  upon  u«,  and  must  have  its  course. 

II  we  were  to  look  to  any  secondary  csuses,  that  of  a 
wild  spirit  of  speculation  stands  pre-eminent,  and  par- 
ticularly speculution  in  public  lands.  But  speculation 
is  stimulated  by  oyr  system  of  currency  and  credit.  The 
immense  purchases  of  the  PV^11<j49<\$lA  pMfirg  the 
last  two  yean  lure  fiU^  youc^>Tr^iulV^J^flowiRgi 
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■ore  than  ferfj  nilUom  had  been  received  Iram  Ibe 
■Ics  of  the  public  doiMun.  Thii  imroeMe  capita)  had 
beeif  withdrawn  from  itaieeuttomed  employment.  Thia, 
•f  itaelf,  wM  wfficient  to  derange  tbe  whde  butlnesa  of 
the  country. 

Tbe  period  of  diatreaa  to  which  he  had  particularly 
referred,  waa  aUo  diitinituiahed  by  apecuUtiona  in  the 
pttbttc  (and*.  They  commenced  in  1816{  ibe  aaiea  that 
year  exceeded  aeven  miltiODa  of  ddlani  in  1819,  they 
wcr*  more  than  seventeen  million^  and  the  firat  two 
qnerten  of  1830  amounted  to  the  enormous  sum  or 
tventy^eeren  millions.  In  July  tbe  law  went  into  ope- 
ration, requiring  cash  payments}  and  so  entirely  did  the 
sales  depend  on  credit,  (hat  they  were  almost  entirety 
auapended,  and  tbe  last  half  of  that  yt-ar  amounted  to 
only  about  four  hundred  thousand  dollaraj  and,  for  tbe 
four  succeeding,  did  not  average  one  million  a  year. 
Spceulationa  in  tbe  public  lands  again  commenced  in 
1834,  when  tbe  mIm  amounted  to  about  eight  millionst 
in  1^5,  to  fifWn  millions,  and  tbe  present  year  to  more 
tbin  twenty-four  millions,  including  the  sales  of  the 
Chicluaaw  land',  which  do  not  go  into  the  Treasury. 
That  a  reaction  ^ould  follow  this  reckless  spirit  of  spec* 
uUtion  waa  ineTitabte. 

Mr.N.  said  he  thought  that  the  attempt  to  charge  the 
eAbamoBiBenlsand  pressure  for  money  upon  the  Treas- 
ury order  had  entirely  failed.  He  believed  tbe  order  to 
be  legal,  and  was  satisfied  that  it  had  had  but  little 
ai^ofy  in  causing  the  existing  crisis.  Still  it  was,  in  bis 
■Hnd^  a  question  whether  the  principle  of  that  order 
ought  to  be  maintained.  He  considered  it  as  a  tempo- 
rary measure,  well  calculated  to  remedy  existing  evils  of 
the  BMst  alarming  magniludr.  But  he  waa  not  pre- 
pared to  Bay  that  it  would  do  at  a  permanent  regula- 
tion. Tbe  strongest  reason  for  its  adoption  was  to  guard 
a^nat  the  6ood  of  paper  money  which  waa  fiowii^ 
wtlh  a  awelling  tide  into  the  dcposite  banks  Iron  the 
aalea  of  tbe  public  lands.  This  evil  he  hoped  would  be 
corrected  by  legislation  before  Congress  adjourned, 
which,  BO  far  as  that  object  was  concerned,  would  super- 
aede  tbe  Trcamrr  onler.  But  still  the  question  is  be* 
fore  oi^  and  may  have  to  be  decided,  in  what  currency 
ahall  Ibe  ptdilic  revenue  he  collected^  Tbia  waa  a  quei- 
tioQ  of  great  delicaey  and  magnitude.  Great  ai  be  eon* 
aidered  the  evils  of  our  paper  system  of  money  and 
cretUt,  be  did  not  see  how  this  Government  could  pro* 
nde  a  remedy.  It  certainly  could  not  do  it  by  any 
direct  legishtion;  it  bad  no  power  over  the  State  banks, 
or  their  issues.  The  only  power  it  could  rxercise  upon 
tbe  paper  currency  of  the  State  banks  was  indirectly  in 
lbc,coilection  and  disbursement  of  the  revenuet  and  this 
waa  no  small  power,  especially  at  a  time  like  the  prea* 
«nt,  when  the  revenues  amounted  to  more  than  forty 
ailUons.  A  large  portion  of  the  whole  currency  of  the 
eoonlry  paaMs  through  your  Treasury  annually. 

Hr.  N.  said  be  was  toot  prepared  to  say  to  what  ex- 
tent tbb  power  could  safely  be  exercised.  He  was 
aatisfied,  however,  that  it  would  not  do  at  thia  time  to 
collect  the  rerenuc  in  specie,  exclusively.  Congress  had, 
no  doubt,  a  rig^t  to  do  tbist  but,  in  the  collection  of  so 
Wf*  an  amount  of  revenue,  ve  must  have  some  regard 
to  tbe  busineas  of  the  eountiT,  and  to  the  ordinary  cur* 
vcncy  used  in  commercial  and  other  tranaactions.  It  is 
evident  that  we  might  adopt  a  rule  which  would  occa- 
sion great  ineonvenience,  and  perhaps  injustice,  be- 
cause the  Urge  sums  of  money  received  into  the  Treas- 
ary  cannot  well  tie  collected  in  a  currency  not  in  gen- 
eral use.  Whatever  principle  is  adopted  as  a  permanent 
Rgulatkm,  ought  to  be  uniform,  and  applicable  to  tbe 
eastoma  aa  wcHaa  the  lands.  That,  in  the  eidlection  and 
disbiiraement  of  tbe  publie  revcnoe.  it  will  be  proper  to 
ancmt  to  remedy  aoma  of  the  evils  of  tbe  paper  ays* 
t«B,  be  bad  DO  doabt.   We  mq^,  by  our  regulations  do 


something  to  increase  the  use  and  circulaUoo  of  specie, 
and  diaeountenance  billa  of  amall  denominations.  With 
regard  to  this  important  object.  Congress  bad,  perhap% 
done  all  that  it  could  by  direct  legislation.  It  has  su- 
perseded tbe  act  of  1819,  and  legalized  foreign  corn;  it 
has  raised  the  standard  of  gold  coini  It  hu  established 
additional  minta  and  greatly  increased  the  annual  coin* 
age,  and  particularly  that  of  gold,  which  has  already  be* 
come  a  new  and  important  part  of  our  metallic  currency. 
Tbe  amount  of  specie  in  the  eountry  is  greatly  increased 
the  last  three  years,  for  which  this  administration  is  en- 
titled to  great  credit. 

Hr.  N.  said  that  he  could  not  assent  to  the  propotilioa 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  who,  if  he  under* 
stood  him,  contended  tbat  it  wss  tbe  rigbt  and  tbe  duty 
of  Congress  to  regulate  tbe  whole  currency  of  the  coun- 
try. By  this,  he  understood  tbe  Senator  to  mean,  that 
Congress  bad  tbe  power  to  regulate  the  paper  issues  of 
the  State  banks.  If  he  did  not  refer  to  this  deseription 
of  currency,  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  conceive  to  what 
his  remarks  were  intended  to  apply.  But  whiUt  we 
were  ao  emphatically  informed  that  this  was  the  duty  of 
Congress,  we  were  not  told  how  it  wu  to  be  done.  In 
what  way  can  Congress  regulate  the  paper  currency 
supplied  by  the  State  bauksf  The  gentleman  did  not 
inform  us;  be  seemed  to  have  a  studied  caution  and  re* 
serve  on  this  point,  and  thereby  hanga  a  Ule.  Hr.  N. 
thou^t,  however,  there  waa  no  aecret  in  the  case. 
The  views  of  the  Senator  have  been  heretofore  diaclosed. 
Sir,  said  Hr.  N.,  the  Senator  wotild  regulate  the  paper 
currency  of  the  States  by  a  paper  currency  of  tbe  Fed- 
eral Government;  he  would  regulate  the  banking  institu- 
tions of  the  States  by  the  agency  of  a  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States.  This  was  the  secret.  A  national  bank  is  to  be 
tbe  regulating  power.  But  tbe  country  thought  tbe 
remedy  worse  than  tbe  diseasei  they  bad  twice  tried  it, 
and  knew  what  sort  of  a  regulation  it  was.  He  was 
speaking  of  a  national  bank  in  a  mere  financial  point  of 
view,  without  any  reference  to  constitutional  or  political 
objections)  and,  in  thia  aspect  of  the  question,  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  aay  that  tbe  proposition  oi  establishing  ■  na- 
tional bank,  as  a  means  of  restraining  and  regulating  the 
Slate  banki^  was  the  most  preposterous  one  ever  sub- 
mitted to  s  deliberative  body,  and  the  boldest  attempt 
ever  yet  made  to  practise  on  the  gullibility  of  tbe  peo* 
pie.  That  such  an  institution  possessed,  and  would  ne- 
cesaarily  exercise,  great  power  over  the  SUte  bankf,  be 
was  not  disposed  to  deny;  but  the  Question  was,  whether 
that  power  would  be  exercised  for  good  or  foe  evil. 
The  question  is  not  whether  it  is  a  regulator,  but  whether 
it  is  a  safe  regulator;  whether  it  tends  to  keep  tbe  paper 
currency  of  tbe  country  more  stable,  or  to  render  it 
more  fluctuating.  He  appealed  to  the  experience  of 
the  country  in  the  last  twenty  years  to  settle  tbst  que^ 
tion.  When  the  great  national  bank  throws  out  its 
money  plentifully,  the  State  banks  do  tbe  same;  they 
are  invited  to  this  course,  and  it  is  their  interest  to  pur- 
sue it.  When  it  curtails  its  discounts  and  its  issues^ 
the  Stale  banks  are  compelled  to  do  tbe  aame;  so  tbat 
tbe  reault  of  this  mode  of  regulating  tbe  paper  currency 
of  the  country,  through  the  wency  of  a  national  bank, 
is,  to  place  in  the  bands  of  a  few  individuals  tbe  power 
to  make  money  plenty  or  scarce  at  their  pleasure.  The 
currency  of  the  country  is  made  to  depend  on  the  Inter- 
est, tbe  caprice,  or  the  passions,  of  one  or  more  individ- 
uals. This  is  a  power  greater  than  that  possessed  by 
your  Executive;  and  its  terrible  effects  were  experienced 
during  the  memorable  year  of  the  panic. 

Hr.  N.  said  that  tbe  present  high  prices  of  provisions 
and  the  neeessarica  of  life  were  auppoaed  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  the  existing  scarcity  of  money.  There  waa 
nothing,  howevert  extraordinary  iiMbis  state  j)f  thingti 
it  was  the  ease  in^Sl^.Qi^ijg^d^eyi^i^l^i^  upon 
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itockf,  and  those  kinds  of  property  wbteb  had  a  more 
intimate  connexion  witli  the  money  marketi  whilst  the 
products  of  labor  were  lets  easily  or  iaim«diately  affect- 
ed. When  ihe  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life  are  once 
raised,  by  an  undue  expansion  of  currency  and  credit, 
and  consequent  speculation,  it  takes  a  lonir  time,  orten 
^ears,  to  bna^  them  duwn.  Labor  is  the  last  thing  that 
IS  railed  in  pheet  but  when  it  is»  all  the  products  of  la- 
bor  will  of  course  be  advanced,  and  may  remain  Itigh 
for  yearsi  but  the  reaction  wbich  is  going  on  nuiit  brin|f 
tbem  down  to  their  proper  value. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Evirs]  has  given  a 
very  novel  explanation  of  the  present  hiRh  prices  of 
breadstulFs.  He  says  that  this  country  will  no  longer 
export  wheat  or  floiirt  that  there  is  but  a  small  belt  of 
three  or  four  degrees  of  latitude  suitable  for  grsini  and 
that,  from  the  establishment  of  manubctures,thedeinand 
at  horat  is  greatly  tncreasedi  lo  that  hereafter  we  can 
do  no  more  than  supply  the  domestic  demand.  We 
are  told,  also,  that  Europe  is  a  great  grain  country. 
But  the  Senator  seems  to  overlook  the  greet  and  im- 
porUnt  fact  of  the  difference  in  the  population  of  the 
two  continents.  The  whole  population  of  the  United 
States  is  less  than  that  of  the  British  isles,  which  for 
■everal  years  have  supplied  the  entire  breadstuff  for 
iheir  whole  population.  At  the  time  of  the  union,  in 
1750,  England  and  Scotland  had  a  population  of  seven 
DQilliuns  and  a  half,  and  the  agriculture  of  the  country 
produced  barely  a  supply  of  grain  equal  to  the  con- 
sumption! and  since  that  time  the  population  had  more 
than  doubled,  yet  the  lut  two  or  three  years  no  wheat 
had  been  imported.  The  production,  by  the  improve- 
ment of  sgriculturr,  bad  increased  considerably  above 
one  hundred  per  cent,  and  to  what  extent  it  might  be 
increased  retnained  to  be  known.  Compjring  this 
country  to  England,  he  did  nut  doubt  (hat  its  resourcn 
for  grain,  when  properly  developed,  woiilJ  be  found 
sufficient  to  sustain  a  population  of^  two  hundred  millions. 
The  Senator's  own  State,  and  one  adjoining,  could  pro- 
duce grain  sufficient  for  the  present  population  of  the 
whole  Union. 

Mr.  N.  aaid  he  wc»uld  conclude  what  he  had  to  say,  by 
noticing  one  observation  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Ewme.]  That  Senator  did  not  seem  to  be  satisfied  with 
condemning  the  Treasury  order  ssunconstitutional  and  il- 
legal, and  ai  the  cause  of  the  ilintress  which  has  prevailed, 
but  he  seemed  to  think  it  necessary  to  assail  the  motives 
of  its  Buthort.  lie  more  than  insinuated  that  the  measure 
did  not  originate  with  the  President  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  He  seemed  to  allude  to  a  power  behind 
the  throne,  greater  than  the  throne  itself)  but  with  whom 
that  power  existed,  we  were  not  Informed.  He  expect- 
ed every  moment  to  hear  that  It  wu  llie  "  Kitchen 
Cabinet-,"  but  the  Senator  had  not  expreasly  alluded  to 
that  famous  council,  wliich  once  exercised  such  potent 
inSuence  over  public  afTaira. 

He  thought  that  common  justice  required  that  the 
motives  of  the  President  should  have  been  spared.  This, 
however,  had  not  been  done.  The  Senator  apprwed 
to  think  that  there  was  some  wicked  motive  in  the 
Treasury  ordert  that  the  object  of  its  authors  was  not 
what  it  imported,  or  what  had  been  assigned.  He  says, 
the  real  object  wss  to  create  embarrassment  and  distress 
throughout  the  country,  and  to  charge  the  same  to  the 
operation  of  the  dcposiie  act  of  last  session,  and  thereby 
render  that  measure  unpopular  with  the  people.  Hits 
was  the  deep-laid  plot  which  the  Senator  has  discover* 
ed.  Mr.  N.  said  he  would  only  say,  in  reply,  that  if  any 
•uch  purpose  had  any  influence  on  the  issuing  of  the 
Treasury  order,  it  wai  the  silliest  scheme  thst  ever 
uriginated  from  the  fatuity  of  man.  It  could  not  be  sup- 
posed that  the  act  of  last  seuion  wu  to  be  repealed,  and, 
of  eoorse,  there  could  be  no  other  inject  but  to  render 


the  principle  of  distribution  unpopular.  Sir,  said  Mr.  N., 
the  opponents  of  that  priooiple  do  not  desire  the  lud  of 
any  stratagem  or  artificei  tbey  wilt  nut  even  take  ad* 
vantage  of  embarrassments  and  difficulties  which  the 
execution  of  that  law  has  occasioned.  These,  were  teat* 
porary  evilsi  they  were  foreseen  at  the  time.  He  «ti 
one,  and  perhapi  the  last,  who  had  come  into  the  sup- 
port of  that  measure;  but  he  did  it  with  the  full  belief 
that  ito  immediate  effect  would  be  to  increase  the  exiktiaf 
difficulties.  In  supporting  the  aat»  he  did  not  ess* 
sider  that  he  s^tnctioned  the  principle  of  distributioa. 
Had  the  Senate  then  been  told,  as  it  had  now,  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  CAUiotrir,]  ihit 
in  passing  thut  act  they  would  establi&h  the  principle  of 
distributing  surpluses  frum  year  to  year,  the  bill  conid 
not  have  passed  the  Senate.  Deeply  and  forcibly  u 
many  of  us  Mi  the  condition  of  your  Treasury)  unwilbg 
as  we  were  that  forty  millions  of  the  public  money  should 
remain,  for  several  years  at  least,  in  the  deposite  baiks 
to  be  used  as  a  capital,  multiplying  all  the  evils  ear 
inflated  paper  system;  anxiously  and  deeply  as  we  were 
impressed  with  these  ev'iU,  we  should  not  entertain  eves 
a  thought  of  relieving  the  country  from  them  by 
sanctioning  the  principle  of  distiibution.  No,  (Mid  Ur. 
N.  )that  principle  has  not  yetrecei%-ed  the  saoctiOBi>f 
this  bodyt  but,  it  seems,  it  is  to  be  pressed  upon  us  Uw 
present  setsion;  and  he  trusted  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  would  be  prepared  to  meet  it,  liere  and  eUc- 
where,  before  the  tribunal  of  public  sentiment,  where 
all  questions  affecting  the  great  inter*- sts  of  the  country 
and  the  safety  of  our  institutions  must  ullimslely  cotnr, 
and  where  the  decision  is  not  only  final,  but  always  nfe, 
and  usually  correct.  The  opponents  of  this  iduoe 
want  no  extrinwc  circumktancta,  or  even  temporary coch 
siderstiona,  to  bear  on  the  question;  all  they  sik  t^to 
meet  the  principle  in  free,  open,  and  fair  discttwisBi 
upon  its  own  intrinsic  merits,  if  it  is  a  sound  sndNb 
principle,  in  accordance  with  the  constitution,  coniistest 
with  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  conducive  lo  thegea. 
eral  prosperity,  it  will  doubtless  be  siittained;  but  if  K 
shall  appear  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution, fraught  with  mischief,  tending  to  corruptioa, 
and  dangerous  to  the  righta  and  independence  « the 
Slates,  it  could  not  aland,  either  here  or  before  Ibe 
popular  tribunal  of  the  country. 

Mr.  N.  said  lie  had  concluded  what  he  had  to  ny,  iid 
bad  detained  the  Senate  much  longer  than  he  ioteoded. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  he  thought  the  observations  just  nwd* 
by  his  friend  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Niles]  showed  coa* 
I  clusively  that  there  were  inkuperable  objections  to  ibe 
adoption  t.f  the  resolution  proposed  hy  the  honorable  Ses* 
ator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Bw»e,]ror  rescinding  the  Treaiwr 
order  of  Uth  July  last.  In  the  first  place,  the  fors  « 
the  proceeding  was  altogether  unusual  and  inappropri- 
ate. It  proposed  to  rescind  an  executive  act.  But  the 
bu»iness  of  Congress  was  not  to  invalidste  or  to  coafira 
executive  acts,  but  to  pass  laws')  or  In  other  words,  es- 
tablish rules  operating  in  fuiurv,  to  which  executive  ac- 
tion would  tberearter  conform.  I'he  action  of  the 
gislativc  authority  ought  to  be  original,  independent) 
and  prospective,  and  to  bear  on  its  face  no  reference  to 
Ihe  acts  of  any  other  department. 

Indeed,  it  is  difficult  lo  conceive  what  reason  there 
can  be  for  giving  the  particular  form  proposed  to  the  ac- 
tion of  Congress  in  this  case,  unless  it  be  to  imply  a  cen- 
sure on  the  act  lo  be  rescinded.  But  however  unpre* 
pared  I  may  be  at  present,  said  Mr.  U.,  to  make  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  Treasury  circuhr  the  permanent  polia' « 
the  Government,  I  will  not  concur  in  any  proceeding 
which  shall  cast  a  censure  on  the  Executive  for  isHiiac 
it.  Whatever  may  have  been,  or  may  still  be,  iu  actuH 
operation,  (and  on  this  point  tbe^ivernty  of  ttiH\m»t 
and  opinion  among  t^i^<)r9>f|^n  * 
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tny  meMm  of  bnng,  is  to  great  aa  to  render  any  judg* 
nent  1  in%ht  be  able  to  form  of  but  Kt)le  weight))  of 
one  thing  I  am  well  penutded,  that  the  motivea  which 
h^ceJ  the  Chief  Hagiitrate  to  direct  it  to  be  issued 
were  of  the  most  honorable  and  patriotic  character.  I 
maat  aay,  also,  that  notwithitanding  the  ability  and  talent 
dtapUiyed  on  this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  by  the  learn- 
ed gentleman  from  Haasacbusetta,  [Mr.  WaatTiB,]  he 
has  not,  in  ray  humble  judgment,  succeeded  in  establish- 
it^  any  want  of  legstity  in  the  measure  adopted  by  the 
Executirc.  Whatever  rule,  therefore,  Congreia  may 
deen  it  nerewary  and  expedient  to  establish  for  the  fu- 
tare  cc^Iection  of  the  public  revenue,  I  ahsll,  for  oni>, 
be  opposed  to  any  mD<le  of  action  on  the  subject,  wbicb 
rinll  imply  a  censure  for  tlie  past. 

liie  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Ur.  Nilsb] 
baa,  in  my  judgment,  presented  the  executive  order  of 
July  last  in  its  true  fight,  as  a  temporary  and  occasional 
act,  growing  out  of  an  extraordinary  slate  of  things  then 
niaUog.  It  was  designed  to  meet  that  state  uf  things, 
and  OMy  have  been  wise  and  salutary  m  a  temporary  act, 
to  opetste  until  the  meeting  of  Cungren,  while  its  con- 
t'isuance  at  a  permanent  Ip^islative  rule  would  be  inex- 
pedient. The  President  liim-^elf  evidently  regards  it  in 
thtaVtght.  In  his  message,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
aesMoo,  he  submits  ihe  whole  silbject  fur  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress;  and  while  he  recommends  to  them 
earnestly  the  adoption  of  some  measure  fur  limiting  the 
ssies  of  Ihe  public  land*,  he  attaches  but  litlle  impor- 
tance lo  the  future  rtquisition  of  specie  inpayment  for 
tbcOB.  Now,  sir,  [  beg  leave  to  say,  in  advance,  that  any 
praclicable  and  equtti  measure,  which  shall  be  digested 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  West,  to  prevent  the  great  evil 
ofa  monopoly  of  the  public  domain  in  tlie  hands  of  spec- 
ulator^ aliall  meet  with  my  hearty  concurrence.  A  bill 
for  lhai  purpose  is  already  before  us,  and,  without  hav- 
tfig  examined,  or  bring  prepareil  to  express  an  opinion 
ofttadelaih^  I  hope  it  will  receive  the  prompt  considera- 
tion attd  action  or  Congress. 

But  to  return  to  the  Treasury  order.  The  President 
has  done  what  he  deemed  his  duty,  under  the  pecular 
amd  extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  emergency. 
We  are  now  called  upon  to  do  ours,  in  establishing  some 
definite  and  permanent  rule  for  the  future  collection  of 
tbe  revenue.  An  indispensable  characteristic  of  any 
pemtoent  q-stem  must  he  its  uniformity.  The  genius 
of  oar  constitution  demands  equality  in  tbe  lawp,  and 
eqweialiy  in  the  flseal  operations  of  the  Qovernment.  It 
doin  not  allow,  as  a  permanent  regulation,  that  specie 
shall  be  rtquired  in  payment  of  one  branch  of  the  reve- 
nue, while  bank  notes  are  received  fur  another — that 
one  role  of  collection  shnll  prevail  in  the  West,  and  an- 
other ID  the  East.  Whatever  medium  of  payment, 
there  fore,  Congress  ihall  prescribe  for  ene  portion  of 
the  public  dues,  ought  to  be  extended  to  evei^  other. 

4Ms]l  that  medium,  in  public  receipts  and  dhbiirse* 
■enr,  be  specie  exclusively  ?  Even  if  this  should  be  the 
ultimate  policy  of  the  Government,  the  country  is,  in  my 
Oftioion,  not  yet  ripe  for  its  sdoption  Specie  mtisl  first 
difftise  itself  more  generally  tUroiigh  Ihe  ordinary  busi- 
sets  of  society,  tbe  common  channels  of  circulation 
BNist  be  better  filled  with  the  metallic  currency,  before 
tbe  Oovemment  can,  with  justiA  to  the  public  debtor, 
Urnriy  demand  payment  of  its  dues  in  gold  snd  silver 
eielusively.  The  only  effeetual  means  by  which  a  lar- 
ger tireuUlion  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  general  trade  and 
bunneaa  of  the  community  can  be  obtained,  is  the  snp- 
prcasion  of  bank  notes  of  tbe  smaller  denomination*. 
Tbi*  ■*  that  practical  reform  of  the  currency  which  )>as 
been  held  steadily  in  view  by  the  present  administration 
end  its  fiicndsi  and  io  preparing;  for  which,  much  has  al- 
feady  bcenaecempliabed  in  the  inportaot  steps  of  putting 
dwn  tbt  Bank  of  the  Uaited  Stateai  correcting  by  law 


the  under-valuation  of  tbe  gold  coinst  in  the  largely  in- 
creased  ctnnage  and  iraportatton  of  both  gold  and  lilver; 
in  the  salutaty  influence  exerted  by  the  Treasoiy, 

through  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
revenue,  over  the  leading  State  bsnks,  and  in  the  en- 
lightened  pulicy  adopted  by  a  msjorily  of  the  States,  in 
beginning  a  suppression  of  the  smaller  notes.  It  can  be 
carried  fully  into  execution  only  by  a  continued  co-op- 
eration of  the  General  and  State  Onvernments,  on  (he 
same  sound  and  practical  views.  Like  every  uthergreat 
reform,  it  must  be  gradual  and  progressive.  In  unduly 
precipitating  the  process,  there  wiH  be  danger  of  inaus< 
pieious  reactiunsi  and  in  the  view  of  the  great  body  of 
Ihe  community,  whoae  material  interests  are  always  liable 
tu  be  bruited  and  shocked  by  sudden  and  violent  changes, 
the  remedy  might  unrortunately  come  to  be  looked  upon 
as  worse  than  the  disease. 

While,  therefore,  I  would  steadily  persevere  in  the 
wise  policy  of  enlarging  Ihe  specie  circulation  of  Ihe 
country,  (the  first  efficient  commencement  of  which  has 
been  made  under  the  present  adminlitration,)  I  would 
carefully  abstain  from  compromiting  the  tuccets  of  so 
important  a  reform  by  any  premature  or  precipitate  ex- 
periment, which  might  endanger  reaction.  The  present 
occasion  may,  with  great  proprieiy,  be  embraced,  to 
make  another  tafc  advance  in  the  prosecution  'oC  that  re- 
form, by  laying  a  restriction  on  the  receipt,  in  public 
collections,  of  the  notes  of  all  banks  issuing  bills  under 
certain  denominations.  The  jdnt  resolution  of  1816 
ou|^it  to  be  remodelled,  and  adapted  to  the  present  con- 
dition of  things.  Some  of  its  provisions  have  becr^me 
obaultte.  Of  the  four  media  of  payment,  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  public  dues  recognised  by  it,  two  no  longer 
exist,  lo  wit:  Treasury  n  <te%  and  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  a  national  currency.  Of  the  re- 
maining two,  specie  and  the  nntea  of  speele-paying 
banks,  the  Utter  ought  in  my  opipion  to  be  subjected  to 
additional  restrictions,  especially  tiich  as  may  have  a 
tendency  to  promote  the  great  practical  reform  of  a 
tiippretsion  of  the  small  notes.  But,  while  the  notes  of 
specie-paying  banks  are  treated  I>y  ull  the  world,  in  pri- 
vate transaction*,  as  eqnivaient  tu  specie,  I  do  not  think 
the  Government  would  be  justified  in  refuting  them  in 
public  collections  altogether,  until  gold  and  silver  shall, 
by  the  previnus  suppress-on  of  small  notes,  have  taken 
the  place  more  generally  of  a  paper  currency. 

What  has  appeared  to  me  best  to  he  done,  under  ex- 
isting circumstance?,  is  a  revision  and  modification  of  the 
joint  resolution  of  1816,  adapting  it  to  the  present  con- 
dition uf  thingfl,  and  providing  that  all  sum*  of  money 
accruing  to  the  United  States,  whether  from  customs, 
public  landp,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  received  only  in  gold 
and  silver,  or  in  notes  of  banks  paid  ondemand  in  gold  and 
ailver,  but  with  the  following  restriction  as  lo  such  noleit 
with  a  view  to  encourage  the  disuse  and  suppression  of  tbe 
smaller  bank  issues,  and  thereby  enlarge  the  specie  cir- 
culationt  that  v,  from  the  passage  of  the  law,  no  notes 
to  be  received  in  public  collections  of  any  bank,  though 
a  specie-paying  bank,  which  shall  issue  bills  or  noteaof^a 
less  dennminatiun  than  five  dnllarx,  and  the  like  prohi- 
bition tu  be  gradualty  extended,  (allowing  due  time  for 
the  change,)  first  to  the  paper  of  banks  issuing  hills  of  a 
less  denomination  than  ten  dollani  and,  finally,  to  that  of 
banka  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars.  I  would  add  also  this  farther  limitationi 
that  not  even  the  nntes  of  specie-paying  banka  of  the 
above  descriptions  should  be  received,  unless  they  were 
such  as  the  banks  in  which  they  were  to  be  deposited, 
should  agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  or  Ihe  United  States  as 
cash  I  obtaining  thus  a  double  guarantee  for  the  sound- 
ness snd  safety  of  the  public  cullections,  and  making  the 
whole  transaction,  to  every  pnustitAl^unHMt^equ 
lent  to  a  payment  in  specified  by  vjOOQ  Lc 
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A  mcHUre  of  th'u  kind  wouM,  in  mf  opfaifon,  best 
utiafy  the  extfferttici  of  -til  the  public  internes  involr- 
ed,  whether  of  the  rcYenue,  the  currency,  or  the  gene- 
ral businen  of  the  cominunity,  ud  would  conform  to 
the  i«n«e  of  the  country  at  Urpe.  t  bare  drawn  up, 
Mr.  Prtaident,  a  resolution,  founded  upon  and  imbody- 
iag  these  viewai  but  I  am  embarr»«ed  bjr  a  qneation  of 
Older,  in  placinj;  it  reeularly  before  the  Senate  at  the 
preMnt  moment.  I  will*  however,  take  the  fiberty  of 
reading  it  to  the  Senate,  and  will  eheerfully  conform  to 
any  sug^stions  which  may  be  made  as  to  the  best  man* 
ner  of  disposing  it. 

The  call  of  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  aecond  reading 
of  Ur.  Etiis's  reaolution  was  then  withdrawn,  and  it 
was  passed  to  a  third  reading  by  general  eonwnt,  in  or* 
der  to  admit  a  motion  to  amend :  and  it  being  then  allow* 
able  to  offer  an  amendmeatt  Ur.  Rirss  moved  to  amend 
it  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  **  SatM,"  and  in* 
•erttiv  in  lieu  of  it  hi*  own  resolution,  as  follows: 

Satohid,  That  hereafter  all  sums  of  money  acerui  ng  or 
bceoming  payable  in  the  United  States,  whether  for 
customs,  public  land*,  taxes,  debts,  or  otherwise,  shall 
be  collecled  and  paid  only  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  ^re  paya* 
ble  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency,  un- 
der the  following  restrictions  and  conditions  in  regard  lo 
such  notes s  that  ts^  from  and  after  the  passage  of  thil 
resolution,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  bifla  or 
notes  of  a  leas  denomination  than  five  dollars  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  duest  from  and  after 
the  fint  day  of  July,  1839,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which 
shall  isBiie  bills  or  notes  of  a  lens  denomination  than  (en 
dollars  ahall  be  receivable!  and,  from  and  after  the  1st 
of  July,  1841,  the  like  prohibition  shsll  be  extended  to 
the  notes  of  all  banks  ianiiing  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  de- 
nomination than  twenty  dollarst  but  the  public  debtors 
aliall  have  tlie  option  of  paying  eiltier  in  the  said  legal 
currency,  or  in  the  notes  of  banks  of  the  description 
above  mentioned,  in  good  credit:  provided,  however, 
that  no  notes  slialt  be  taken  in  payment  by  the  collect- 
ors or  receivers,  which  the  banks  in  which  (hey  are  to 
be  deposited  slwll  not  be  willing  lo  pass  to  the  credit  of 
the  United  States  at  cash. 

The  amendment  wu  ordered  to  be  printedi  and  then» 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD, 

I'be  Senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

MoirsAT,  Dicxiiara  36. 
HEIRS  OF  COLONEL  PHILIP  JOHNSTON. 

Mr.  WALL  presented  the  petition  of  Maria  Scudder, 
Martha  A.  Lloyd,  and  Elisabeth  Johnston,  the  children 
and  hein  of  Colonel  Philip  Johnston,  for  compensation 
for  hia  revolutionary  services. 

Mr.  W.  remarked:  On  presenting  this  petition,  I  feel 
that  I  should  not  discharge  the  duty  which  1  have  under- 
taken for  tbe  respectable  petitioners,  nor  do  justice  to 
the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  if 
I  did  not  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  make  known  to 
you  the  merita  and  services  of  one  of  her  most  gallant 
and  patriotic  aona.  Colonel  Philip  Johnston,  the  fiilher 
of  the  petitioners,  was  among  the  first  of  her  sons  which 
the  devoted  patriotism  of  New  Jersey  offered  on  the 
altar  of  AmetiCBn  independence.  Never,  air,  was  there 
a  more  pure  and  noble  sacrifice  made  on  that  altar. 

At  the  declaration  of  independence,  Philip  Johnston 
was  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  New  Jersey  militiai  he 
bad  been  appointed  to  that  rank  by  an  ordinance  of  the 
Provinotal  Congress  of  New  Jersey,  passed  on  the  14th 
of  June,  1776*  providing  to  raise,  by  voluntary  enlist* 
ment,  3,300  militia,  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New  York. 
This  ordinanoe  waa  paned  in  porauance  of  the  resolution  ; 
of  the  Continental  CwigreaB  of  tb«  3d  of  the  sane  month. 


On  the  1st  of  August  following  be  was  promoted  to  the 
colonelcy  of  hiii  regiment  in  the  brigade  under  General 
Heard,  destined  to  form  part  of  the  flying  camp,  then 
asaembling,  for  the  defence  of  New  York.  It  waa  then 
well  known  that  the  enemy,  with  a  powerful  fleet,  and  a 
well-disoipiined  and  appointed  army,  was  menacing  New 
York.  This  waa,  indwd,  "the  time  that  tried  men's 
aoula."  The  timid  aougbt  safety  in  retirement,  and  the 
wavering  were  dismayed. 

At  this  moment  the  esrnetft  and  soul-stirriiw  appeala 
of  the  F*tbcr  of  hia  Country  to  the  patriotism  and  bravery 
of  Americans,  roused  the  patriotio  apiril  of  the  sdm  M 
New  Jersey: 

"  And  from  the  sods  of  grova  and  glsn, 
Roto  raDlCfl  of  iron-baa ned  man, 
To  baUla  to  rh«  dMth." 

The  reputation  of  Colonel  Johnston  for  patriotism, 
bravery,  and  talents,  enabled  him  speedily  to  enlist  his 
regiment,  and  at  ita  head  he  marched  to  defend  his 
**  bleeding  and  enfeebled  country."  He  was  then  In 
the  vigor  of  msnhood,  in  the  possession  of  a  moderate 
competency,  and  the  proapects  of  the  future  bright  be. 
fore  him.  These,  and  all  the  endearments  of  the  do- 
mestic circle,  a  young  and  beloved  wife,  and  three 
dvughtera  <rf  tender  years,  be  left  at  the  call  of  hia  coun- 
try. 

The  morning  of  the  37th  of  August,  1776,  found  Col- 
onel Johnston  at  the  head  of  his  gallant  regiment,  on  the 
battleground  »f  Long  Island,  resolved,  in  the  language 
of  his  illuatrious  commander-in-chief,  "  to  conquer  or  to 
die."  He  fought  near  the  side,  and  under  tbe  eye  of 
hii  immediiite  commander,  General  Sullivan.  It  was  a 
post  of  danger  aa  well  aa  of  honor,  and  demanded  both 
courage  and  conduct.  Never  did  any  officer  more  gal- 
lantly fulfil  the  expectations  of  his  country,  or  more^lo* 
riouKly  earn  a  title  to  the  blessings  and  praises  of^ his 
countrymen,  lie  fell  st  the  head  of  hii  regiment  by  a 
wound  in  his  breast,  and  bravely  stniggling  to  turn  tbe 
fortunes  of  that  disastrous  day.  lie  died  for  his  country, 
and  under  its  banner,  fighting  for  the  general  dcrenee, 
and  tu  aecure  the  blesaings  of  freedom  for  his  whole 
country. 

Yes,  sir,  he  died  in  the  cause  and  service  of  America, 
for  the  liberty  and  rights  of  all,  and  left  to  bis  country- 
men an  ineatioiable  legacy,  the  example  of  his  pure  pa- 
triotisffl,  his  devoted  courage,  hia  chivalrous  g^llantvy, 
and  his  glorious  death.  Who  can  calculate  the  extent, 
the  influence,  and^the  value,  of  that  example  upon  the 
fortunes  of  our  country  at  that  gloomy  and  trying  peri- 
od, when  even  "hope  was  sinking  in  dismay  Well, 
sir,  may  New  Jersey  glory  in  the  example  of  such  a  son. 
It  marshalled  the  way  to  those  "heroic  decdsf*  which 
have  immortalised  uur  revolutionaiy  sirea. 

'"Tia  to  the  Tirtuat  ofsacb  men  man  owes 
Hia  portion  in  tha  good  that  Hearen  bastowa; 
And  when  recordrox  History  diiplayi 
Peaii  of  renown,  though  wrought  in  ancient  days. 
Telle  of  a  few  alout  hesria  who  fought  and  died. 
Where  duty  placed  them,  by  their  chud try's  side; 
Tbe  man  that  ia  not  moved  by  what  he  rcada, 
That  lakea  not  firo  at  their  heroio  deeda, 
Uawonby  of  the  bleaainga  of  tbe  bra*e, 
la  base  in  kind,  and  born  to  be  a  slave." 
Sir,  no  monument  has  been  erected,  by  tbe  gratitude  of 
his  country,  to  the  memory  of  Colonel  Johnston)  no  re- 
corded honors  thicken  around  hia  tomb|  no  history  dis- 
plays his  "  {eats  of  renowni"  fur,  unfortunately  for  bis 
memory,  the  revohitkmary  hiitoty  of  New  Jersey  iayet 
to  be  writtm.    His  hme  reali  in  the  memory  of  bis  tew 
survlvii^  gallant  companions  In  arm«,  or  happily  may  be 
fiuntly  reiDorded  among  the  memorials  of  frail  and  decay- 
ing neniory  in  the  Penaton  Officc^^oe  memprid  of  the 
"         *«da"  of  Colg^^h^^^tbi^^B  tte 
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ffeirt  of  Colonel  Philip  Johnston. 


only  «hi)7  newspaper  of  the  day,  that  circolated  in  New 
Jrney,  blotted  with  the  lean  of  his  widuwed  wife  and 
fatherlesa  daughter!,  haa  been  treasured  up  by  tbetr  af- 
Acttoi^  and  *»  annexed  to  th«r  petition.  With  your  per- 
nutttnn,  Mr.  Presittent*  I  will  retd  it: 
pi  **  We  hear  that,  in  the  late  action  on  Long  Island,  Col- 
onel Philip  Johnston,  of  New  Jersey,  behaved  with  re- 
markable intrepidity  and  fortilude.    By  the  well-direct- 
ed fire  from  hia  battalion,  the  enemy  was  if  reral  times 
repubed,  and  lanes  were  made  through  them,  until  he 
receired  a  ball  in  his  breast,  which  put  an  end  to  the 
life  of  as  bra*e  an  officer  as  ever  commanded  a  battalion. 
General  Sullivani  who  was  cloae  to  him  when  he  fell, 
■ays  that  no  man  could  behave  with  more  Armness  du- 
ring the  whole  action.    As  he  taeriflccd  hia  life  in  de- 
fence of  the  invaded  rights  of  bis  country,  his  memory 
most  be  dear  to  every  American  who  is  not  insensible  to 
the  nifTerings  of  his  iiyured  country,  and  as  long  as  the 
same  uncomipted  spirit  of  liberty  which  led  him  to  the 
field  shall  continue  to  actuate  the  sons  of  freemen  in 
America." 

Mr.  President,  the  tree  of  American  liberty  was  nour- 
ished by  the  blood  ofsoch  heroes. 

But,  Mr.  Prendent,  when  the  husband  and  the  father, 
at  the  call  of  bis  country,  steps  from  the  circle  of  domes- 
tic endeanneni^  a  patriot  and  a  hero,  it  is  the  safety  and 
protection  of  big  wife  and  children  that  nerves  his  arm 
and  animates  Ms  exertions  in  the  hour  of  twttlet  and  if 
he  fiiUi^  his  last  prayer  la  for  his  country,  and  his  last 
earthly  consolation  ii^  that  his  death  commits  them  to  its 
gratitude  and  protection.  This  obligation,  which  springs 
fmm  the  grave  of  heroism,  is  saneiioned  by  the  purest 
and  noblesi  feelings  of  our  nature,  and  the  highekt  die* 
tales  of  policy,  and  creates  a  debt  which  descends  upon 
all  who  inherit  the  blessings  thus  acquired.  If,  sir,  the 
claim  of  the  petitioners  had  no  other  foundation  than 
this.  It  wouki,  in  rr.y  humble  jndgment,  be  irresistible. 
But  it  does  not  rest  on  this  aUinei  it  it-supported  by  the 
pTighted,  and,  I  am  sorry  lo  say,  the  unredeemed,  faith 
of  tbeir  country.  To  say  notbinjr,  sir,  at  present,  of  the 
pledge  birly  to  he  implied  from  the  addresses  of  Gener- 
al Washington  calling  the  miliiia  to  arms,  and  animating 
|hem  to  battle,  that  the  country  would  provide  for  their 
wives  and  children,  this  pledge  was  distinctly  made  to 
Colonel  Johnston  and  his  companions  in  arms.  On  the 
3d  of  June.  1776,  Congress  resolved  that  13.800  militia 
lAoald  be  employed  lo  reinforce  the  army  at  New  York, 
and  that  New  Jersey  be  requested  to  furnish  3,300  of  their 
■tfitia  to  complete  that  number,  to  be  engaged  until  tlie 
1st  of  December,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  order  or 
Congress.  This  was  to  form  the  flying  camp  destined  Tor 
the  defence  of  New  York.  On  the  5!h  of  June,  1776, 
Congress  resolved  thai  the  flying  camp  be  placed  under 
the  command  of  such  coniinenlal  general  bfftcer  ss  the 
commander-in-chief  should  direct.  That  the  mili(iii,'when 
in  aerviec,  be  rq^larly  paid  and  victualled,  in  the  same 
maimer  as  tfae  continental  iroopi.  General  Hereer  was 
appointed  ta  the  command  of  the  flying  camp,  thus  form- 
ed, on  tfae  30ih  July,  1776.  The  Convention  of  New 
Jersey  was  requested  by  Cungren  to  raise  for  the  flying 
camp,  under  Cieneral  Mercer,  itiree  battalions  of  militia, 
in  addition  to  the  five  formerly  desired  by  ConRres?,  and 
send  the  same  with  all  possible  despatch  to  the  flying 
eampi  and  that  they  should  be  officered,  paid,  and  pro- 
dded, as  directed  by  the  former  resotaiions  fur  forming 
tfae  flying  camp. 

Thita,  sir,  it  is  plain  that  (he  dttachment  ofNew  Jersey 
militia  required  to  form  the  flying  camp  for  the  defence 
ef  New  York,  was  called  mit  by  the  Contmenial  Congress, 
and  for  the  general  defence  of  the  countryt  and  was 
placed  in  the  aervice  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
command  of  continental  officers  "nd  on  the  same  footing 
in  alt  reapecta  as  continental  troops,   lo  fact,  the  battal- 


ion commanded  by  Cokme)  Johnston  wns  enlisted  under 
a  resolurion  of  Congress,  placed  under  its  control,, re- 
ceived into  its  service,  commanded  by  its  officers,  and 
entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and  advantages,  immediate 
and  prospective,  which  resulted  from  that  situation.  So 
it  was  considered  by  the  Convention  of  New  Jersey,  in 
the  aeveral  ordinances  which  Ihey  passed  to  raise  the 
men  required  to  reinforce  the  army  at  New  York- 

In  the  last  ordinance  psssed  by  the  Convention  nf  New 
Jersey,  on  the  llth  August,  1776,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  to  which  I  have  referred,  the  pre- 
amble recites:  *•  The  Convention,  viewing  with  serious 
coneem  the  present  alarming  lilnatton  of  this  and  her 
mter  Btates~tliat  on  a  prudent  use  of  the  present  means 
depend  their  lives,  their  liberty,  and  happiness,  think  it 
their  indispensable  duty  to  put  their  militia  on  such  a 
footing  that  the  whole  force  may  be  most  advantageous- 
ly exerted."  For  that  purpiise,  the  whole  militia  were 
classed  in  two  divisions,  and  one  half  were  immediately 
detached  to  juin  the  flying  camp  at  New  York. 

After  the  appropriate  details^  that  ordinance  concludes 
in  a  strain  of  patriotic  eloquence  unknown  to  the  rolls  nf 
stslutes,  and  which  I  cannot  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of 
recalling  to  the  recollection  of  our  country,  it  breathes 
the  pore  spirit  of  *•  'Seveniy-S'i." 

>•  And  whereas  the  principles  of  equity  and  humanity 
require  Ibat  a  proper  compensation  and  prnvisinn  should 
of  made  for  the  families  of  all  such  as  may  be  killed  or 
wounded  in  the  service,  the  Convention  pledge  (he  faith 
of  this  State  that  an  adequate  provtuon  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid  shall  be  msde. 

"  In  this  interesting  situation,  viewing,  on  the  one 
hand,  an  active,  inveterate,  and  impltcable  enemyi  in- 
creasing fust  in  strength,  receiving  large  reinforcements, 
and  industriously  preparing  to  strike  some  decisive  blow;  . 
on  the  other,  a  con^iderabTe  part  of  the  inhabiiants  su- 
pinely slumbering  on  tlie  brink  of  niin,  moved  with  af- 
fecting apprehension,  the  Convention  think  it  incumbent 
upon  tliem  to  warn  their  constituents  of  their  impending 
dinger.  On  yon,  our  frienda  and  brethren,  it  depends 
thia  day  to  determine  whether  your  wive«,  your  children, 
and  millinns  of  your  descendants  yet  unborn,  shall  wear 
the  galling,  ignominlnua  yoke  of  slavery,  or  nobly  inherit 
the  generous,  the  inesiimable  blessings  of  freedom. 
The  alternative  is  before  you.  Can  you  hesitate  in  your 
choice?  Can  you  doubt  which  to  prefer?  Ssy,  will  you 
be  slaves'  Will  you  toll,  and  labor,  and  glean  together 
a  little  property,  merely  that  it  may  be  at  the  disposal  of 
a  rclenttesa  and  rapacious  conqueror?  Will  Vmi,  of 
choice,  become  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  or  water? 
Impossible.  You  cannot  be  so  amazingly  degenerate  as 
to  lick  the  hand  'hat  is  raised  to  shed  your  blood.  Na- 
ture  and  nature's  God  have  made  you  free.  Liberty  is 
the  birthright  of  Americans — the  gift  of  Heaven;  and  the 
instant  it  i  a  forced  from  you,  you  take  leave  of  every 
thing  valuable  on  earth:  your  happinus  or  misery,  vtrtu. 
ous  independence  or  disgrsceful  servitude,  hang  trem- 
bling in  the  balance.  Happily,  we  know  that  we  can 
anticipate  your  virtuous  choice. 

"  With  confident  salisfuciion  we  are  assured  that  not 
a  moment  will  delay  ynur  importsnt  decision;  that  yon 
cannot  feel  hesitation  whether  you  will  tamely  and  de- 
generately beml  jour  necks  lo  the  irretrievable  wretch- 
edness of  slavery,  or.  by  your  instant  and  animated  ezer. 
tiofls,  ei^oy  the  fiir  inheritance  of  heaven-born  freedom, 
and  transmit  it  unimpaired  lo  posterity." 

It  was  under  this  animated  and  eloquent  appeal  to  his 
patrio'ism,  and  anlemn  pledge  that  a  proper  compen- 
sation and  provision  should  be  made  fur  his  family,  that 
Colonel  Johnston  marched  to  the  field  of  his  death  and 
renown. 

Thai  pledge,  sir,  was  never  redeemed  by  the  State  of 
New  Jersey}  and  that  pledge  devolved  upt^^the  United 
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StKtei,  and  vu  wlemnly  aisumed  by  tliem  when  Ihey 
••Mimed  the  revolutionary  debt  and  obligationa  or  tlie 
•everal  Stktea.  It  re^ta  upon  the  equity  and  humanity 
or  those  who  are  now  enjoying  tlie  fair  inheritance  of 
freedom  which  Colonel  Juhn'.tim  died  to  obtain.  In  ad- 
dition to  all  this,  the  claim  of  the  petitioners  is  alw  sus- 
tained by  the  equity,  if  not  the  expresi  letter,  of  various 
resdluliona  of  Congress.  I  refer  particulurly  t"  those  of 
the  I5th  U^y  ami  26th  September.  1778;  the  24th 
August  1780,  and  the  26th  May,  178L.  it  ia  likewise 
••nctioned  by  several  Uw^ofCnngrriB,  making  compen- 
laiion  fur  revolutionary  serviceit  in  analogous  cases,  which 
I  fiirt>ear  to  detain  j  ou  by  enumerating. 

Strong  as  the  claim  of  the  petilionf  rs  is  upon  its  own 
merits,  there  is  another  con»i<h  ration  which,  sir,  I  feel 
bound  to  prets  on  your  altrntinn.  H  appearn  that  one 
of  the  petitioners  is  the  wifi;  of  Jnwph  Scudder,  E»q. 
His  youth  was  devoted  to  the  service  of  h'ra  country,  in 
one  of  the  bureaus  established  by  the  Itevolution.  He  is 
the  surviving  son  of  Colonel  Nathaniel  Scudder,  one  of 
lha>  illustrious  band  of  revolutionary  patriots  and  heroes 
who  devoted  himself  lo  the  service  of  his  c^tintry,  both 
in  the  Ciibinft  and  in  the  field,  and  was  alike  distinguish- 
ed fur  his  wisdom  as  a  s'aleBman,  and  bravery  as  a  sol- 
dier. Among  the  f>rst  in  liia  native  State  to  espouse  the 
cause  of  American  independence^  he  was,  from  it3  decla- 
ration Dntt)  his  dcMh,  honored  with  •  seat  either  in  the 
council*  uf  his  nativ*  State*  or  in  Congress.  B  it  he 
did  nnt  •vail  himseU  of  the  exemption  which  his  civil 
employment*  conferred  to  relieve  him  from  military 
duly. 

At  an  early  period  of  the  revolutionary  war,  Colonel 
ScuddL-r  was  honured  with  the  command  of  a  regiment 
of  militia  uf  his  native  county,  then  peculiarly  exposed 
lo  the  invasion  of  the  enemy.  In  tlie  hour  of  danger  he 
waiklwaystn  be  fuutid  at  its  head,  bravely  defending 
Ills  native  soil.  But  it  was  not  his  fate  there  to  fall  in 
all  "the  pride,  pomp, Bndcircum»lsnceorf;lori"ua war." 
He  wa«  killed  on  the  16ih  October,  1761,  near  Black 
Poin',  in  tbe  county  of  Monmouth,  while  bravely  Icuding 
such  of  hia  fell<>w-ii'>tdiers  as  could  be  collected  on  a 
sudden  alarm,  lo  repel  a  predalory  excursion  of  the 
enemy.  The  honors  of  war  were  the  only  public  tribute 
paid  to  his  mttaii\y\  ami  lu  this  day  his  children  have 
neither  asked  nor  ri-ceivcd  any  thin^  from  the  bmmly  of 
their  country  as  a  compensation  for  their  irretrievable 

Thus,  sir,  by  a  happy  coincidence,  this  petition  pre- 
sents before  ymi  the  ddughter  of  the  first  militia  colonel 
of  New  Jersey,  and  the  son  of  the  last  who  fell  in 
achieving  our  giurioun  independence.  Never  did  death 
confer  greater  honor  upon  cliitdrrn.  Kit  cannot  disarm 
poverty  of  ila  miseries,  it  ennobles  it. 

The  children  of  Colonel  Jnhnston,  now  aged,  infirm, 
•nd,  it  gives  me  pain  to  add,  poor,  are  compelled  to  «kk 
uf  their  country  the  redempUun  of  that  pledge,  solemnly 
made  to  their  father,  to  relieve  (hem  from  the  severe 
prrr«iirc  of  miafurtunes  w  hich  have  resulted  from  neither 
crime  nor  vice.  Tiieir  father  died  on  the  5rst  battle- 
fii;ld  where  the  star-spangled  banner  was  unfurled  in 
defence  of  American  independencet  that  glorious  prize 
for  which  he  fought  and  died,  which  animated  his  ex- 
ertions ami  nerve<l  hisarm  when  that  banner  waved  fit  fully 
over  the  field  of  hia  death  and  his  country's  misfortunes, 
has  been  obtained  by  his  country.  The.  star-spangled 
banner  now  waves  in  triumph  * '  over  the  land  of  the  free 
and  the  home  of  the  brave,"  the  pride  and  protection 
of  a  great,  prosperous,  and  hsppy  nation. 

The  petitioners  now  submit  their  case  to  the  equity, 
the  humanity,  and  phghted  faith  of  their  country. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  moving  that  the  petition  be 
read,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claim&i  whicb  mirtion  vmm  •greed  to. 


THE  EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  BENTON'  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  to  ex- 
punge from  the  journal  of  the  S^-nate  the  resolution  of 
March,  1834,  cessuring  the  conduct  of  the  President 
for  removing  the  deposites  from  tlie  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  &c.t  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  [Tbe  res- 
olution is  in  the  same  words  with  the  one  on  the  same 
subject  introduced  by  Mr.  Bkrtoh  at  the  lait  seasiun.] 

After  transacting  some  other  businesx. 

The  Senate  went  into  executive  businessj  and  wlien 
(he  doors  were  upened. 

The  Senate  adj  turned. 

Tdhpat,  DicxMBxa  37. 
ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

A  message  was  receiired  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  through  A.  Jacxsok,  jr.,  his  private  sec- 
retary, on  tlie  subject  of  the  admiuiun  of  Michigan  into 
the  Union,  with  ductimenis,  stating  that  Micb>gan,  by 
convention,  had,  at  a  late  day,  complied  with  Iheregu- 
laliont  ol  the  conditional  act  of  admission. 

Mr  GRUNDY  moved  that  tlie  message  and  documents 
he  printed,  and  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  tbe  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  BENTQN  remarked  thii,  as  the  President  had 
given  his  opiniorx  that  Hicbigan  had  complied  with  tht 
req  liMte  terms  of  admissinn,  and  ai  he  had  said  Itiat  be 
sIiuuIJ  have  issued  his  proclamation  accordingly,  had 
the  information  arrived  during  (Ite  recess  of  Congress, 
he  (Mr.  B.)  regarded  the  proposed  reference  aa  a  mere 
matter  of  lurm,  and  would  prefer  that  a  joint  rraoluiion 
of  admission  sliniitd  forthwith  be  passed  by  both  Houses. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  he  would  still  prefer  the  course 
which  he  had  suggested,  and  on  this  account;  that  the 
first  convention  hud  nut  assented  to  the  terms  uf  admis- 
sion, but  another  convention  had  decided  to  accede  to 
the  propiisitiun  made  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  (;rcul  inquiry  ii'jw  was,  are  the  proceed- 
ings in  accordiince  with  the  act  of  admission?  The  de- 
cision of  which  qutstiun  deptiids  un  information  which 
ought  to  he  ascertained  before  the  actual  admissioD, 
though  the  President  had  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  aU 
was  right,  and,  if  the  information  had  come  during  tbe 
recesf,  he  would  hare  acted  accordingly'  Mr.  G.  had 
no  design  to  produce  any  delay,  by  a  reference  lo  a  oon- 
mittee.  lie  should  not  withdraw  his  motion,  and  lie 
hoped  the  Senator  would  withdraw  his  opposition- 
Mr.  BENTON  said  that,  as  the  committee  might 
draw  up  a  joint  resolution  for  admtuion  to-day,  he  should 
not  oppose  the  refisrence. 
The  message  was  referred  accordingly. 

THE  TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

I'he  Senate  now  proceeded  lo  the  special  order,  tbe 
further  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  introduced 
by  Mr.  Ewmo,  of  Ohio,  on  this  subject,  (he  question 
being  on  the  amendment  or  Kubatitute  offered  by  Mr. 
RivKs  lo  ti>at  resolutioni  which  substitute  propcweslo 
refuse  to  receive  fur  the  public  dues  the  bdia  of  such 
banks  as  issued,  after  certain  specified  periods,  bilb  un- 
der certain  specified  denominational  tbe  anbalitute  abe 
leaving  in  the  power  of  the  deponte  banks  to  rcfasa 
such  funds  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  who  was  entitled  (othe  floor,  roM 
and  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  Although  il  was  on  my  motion  that 
the  Senate  adjourned  on  Thursdsy  last,  yet,  in  moving 
for  the  adjournment,  it  was  not  then  my  intention  to 
address  the  Senate  this  morning  upon  the  subject  now 
under  consideration.  But  aa  I  idnH  hayeno^ctter  op- 
portunity to  express  [ii^iimKbyJiewQM^iHbrenM  to 
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tbedepotite  bill  of  the  lut  seaion,  which  Kemi  to  be 
inrolred  in  tbit  diteuuion,  and  as  T  have  been,  in  con> 
ncnoo  with  017  colleague,  moat  grossly  niiarepresented 
in  rebtion  to  oor  rote  upon  that  bil^  and  as  the  ptinet- 
plea  of  that  bill  have  been  ipost  ttrangely  mistinder- 
■tood— certainly  moat  falsely  and  perversely  stated  in 
the  public  journals — I  will  avail  myself  of  the  opportu- 
nity  now  presented,  briefly  to  express  the  considerations 
which  induced  me  to  give  my  support  to  tliat  measure. 
Before,  however,  I  proceed  to  notice  that  bill,  1  shall 
advert  to  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio — 
shall  endeavor  to  explain  their  object,  and,  in  my  sppre- 
bention,  the  impracticability  of  accomplishing  the  object 
intended,  in  the  way  and  manner  pmposed.  The  resotu- 
UoRs  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  are  as  follows: 

*■  Saohed  by  the  Sfiale  and  Souse  oj  Sepretentaliva 
•/  Ike  Untied  SUtU$  oJ  America  in  Congrest  auembled. 
That  the  Treasury  order  ot  the  eleventh  day  of  July, 
anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
dcrigMtinff  the  funda  which  should  be  receivable  in 
payment  for  public  lands,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
reacinded. 

■*  Rttohedy  eltot  That  it  shall  not  be  )a«  ful  for  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  delegate  to  any  person,  or 
to  any  corporation,  the  power  of  directing  uhat  funds 
itkall  be  receivable  for  customs,  or  for  the  public  landsf 
nor  shall  be  make  any  discrimination  in  the  funds  ho  re- 
ceivable, between  difirrcnt  individual^  or  between  the 
different  bnuiebea  of  the  public  revenue." 

The  firet  resolution  seeks  to  repeal  the  Treasury  or- 
dep— *'  the  specie  circular,*'  as  it  is  called — of  the  1  llh 
of  July,  1836.  The  second  is  intended  to  prohibit  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  his  authorized  agentp, 
from  directing  what  funds  shall  be  received  for  customn, 
or  for  the  public  lands,  and  prubtbitmg  him  from  making 
any  discriminaiiun  in  the  funds  so  receivable  between 
d'>Serent  individuals,  or  between  the  different  branches 
of  the  public  revenue.  The  mstn  purpwe  of  the  reao- 
Intian  ia  to  rescind  the  order  of  the  Executive,  bearing 
date  on  the  11th  of  July,  1836,  directed  to  "receivers  of 
pubKc  money  and  to  (he  deposite  banks." 

Can  thta  be  accomplished?  Is  this  matttr  within  our 
power?  It  seems  to  me  that  if  these  resolutions  should 
paaaboth  Houses  of  Congress,  the  object  which  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  has  in  view  wouhl  not  thereby  be 
effected.  If  the  order  of  the  11th  of  July.  1836.  was 
issued  by  authority  of  law,  the  resolutiun  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  ahould  seek  to  repeal  ihe  hiw  upon  which 
the  order  ia  based,  and  which  gave  autliorily  for 
iaming  the  order.  If  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury  has  not  been  issued  in  pursuance  of  law,  the 
order  itself  is  of  no  effecli  and  any  resolution  which  we 
could  p«B9,  rescindii^  such  an  order,  would  be  abke 
ineffectual. 

If  the  Scerctaiy  had  the  legal  power  to  send  forth  the 
order,  it  is  beyond  the  legislative  control  of  Congress. 
If  the  Secretary,  or  the  President,  throuf^h  the  Secre- 
tary, had  the  right  to  promulgate  tbe  circular,  he  may 
be  answerable  ^r  the  manner  in  which  he  exercises  that 
right]  but  the  act  cannot  itself  be  repealed  by  any  legis- 
l^on  of  Congress. 

If  Ibe  Secretary  had  not  the  authority,  the  power,  the 
^ght  to  issue  the  order,  then  the  order  itself  is  perfectly 
•Bgatory. 

Tbe  Executive  is  an  independent  branch  of  tbe  Gov* 
emment.  The  Senate  can  have  no  more  power  over 
tbe  rightful  acta  of  that  branch  oflbe  Oovernroent,  than 
it  baa  over  an  order  of  (he  House  of  Repreaentatires,  or 
as  order  of  the  Judioiaryt 

One  branch  of  the  Govemmen^  exercising  its  powers 
and  it*  duties  within  the  eoostitutioD  and  the  law,  can- 
not have  ita  acta  readnded  and  set  at  nought  by  the  ao> 
tioB  of  any  oUier  branch  of  tbe  Goreniiiient. 
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if  the  order,  then,  has  been  issued  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  mode  proposed 
to  get  rid  of  it  ia  objectionable,  and,  in  my  view,  unwar- 
rantable. If  not  iasued  in  pursuance  of  law,  the  adop- 
tion of  tbe  resolution  would  seem  to  me  equally  oMec- 
lionable  and  unwarrantable.  In  such  a  case,  the  officer 
should  be,  and  ought  to  be,  held  amenable  for  such  an 
ss9um|)tion  nf  power.  It  therefore  occurs  to  me,  that 
the  object  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  in  view  cannot  be 
attained  in  the  way  proposedi  and  if  Ihe  last  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  ahculd  be  adopted,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  direct  effect  would  be  to  prohibit  receivers 
from  accepting  the  paper  of  local  banks,  under  any  cir- 
eumgiances,  in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  It  proposes^ 
in  terms,  to  take  the  power  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
I'reasury  to  designate  the  kind  of  money  receivablei  and, 
should  it  be  adopted,  if  any  effect  shall  be  produced 
whatever,  it  will  be  to  exclude  from  Ihe  ofBces  of  our 
receivers  all  local  bank  paper.  They  would  be  bound 
to  lake  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  unless  the  joint 
resolution  of  April.  1816,is  imperative  and  obligatory; 
and  if  that  be  so,  the  Execntive  had  no  authority  to  re- 
strain the  Iffgal  operation  of  that  resolution;  for,  if  bind- 
ing, it  gives  to  the  debtor  rights  which  cannot  be  in- 
fringed or  taken  away  by  executive  power.  If  the  order 
of  July  II.  18J6.  was  unauthorized,  the  resolution  to 
rescind  it  would  be  unnecessary.  Its  adoption  could 
not  prevent  the  immediale  promulgation  of  a  similar  or- 
der, in  case  the  Executive,  eliarged  with  the  execution 
of  tlie  laws,  should  consider  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do  so. 
To  accomplish  the  object  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  in 
view,  we  must  go  beyond  the  order  itself;  we  must  go 
to  the  law  on  which  that  order  was  based,  and  in  the 
execution  of  which  it  is  presumed  thut  tbe  order  in 
question  was  issued.  To  render  the  order  of  no  effect, 
we  must  amend  the  taw. 

I  propose,  Mr.  pre«denl,  iirkt  to  examine  the  ques* 
lion,  whether  the  Executive  had  a  legal  aulhoriiy  to 
issue  the  order  of  ihe  llth  of  July,  1836;  and,  if  he  had 
the  power,  whether  it  was  a  matter  of  policy  for  him  to 
exercise  it  at  the  time  and  under  the  circumstances  he 
did. 

Had  the  President,  through  Ihe  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  power  to  issue  the  order  of  the  lllb  of 
July  last.* 

On  this  point  I  can  entertain  no  doubt.  It  seems  to 
my  mind  to  be  clear  and  free  from  diiBeulty;  and  so  far 
from  its  being  a  wanton  assumption  of  power,  so  far 
from  ils  being  illegal,  it  is  a  power  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  requisitiona  of  existing  laws,  and  which  the 
President,  charged  with  their  execution,  was  bound  lo 
issue  tfhe  considered  the  public  interest  demanded  it. 

The  public  lands  were  the  property  of  our  common  . 
coantrj  t  they  had  been  obtained  by  the  sacrifices  aitd  ser- 
vices, tbe  blood  and  the  treusure,  of  the  whole  republic, 
during  the  war  oF  the  Uevolutioni  and  they  were  early 
pledged  for  tbe  payment  of  the  public  debt,  necessarily 
incurred  in  the  establishment  of  our  national  independ- 
ence. 

An  act  of  Congress  which  hss  reference  to  the  sale  of 
tbe  public  lands  waa  passed  May  18,  179^  and  makes 
no  particular  designation  as  to  the  kind  of  money  re- 
ceivable. It  Axes  the  minimum  price  at  two  dollars  per 
acre,  and  directs  that,  "  upon  payment  of  a  moiety  of  the 
purchase-money,  the  purchaser  shall  hare  a  year'a 
credit  for  the  residue.'* 

The  act  of  March,  1797,  declares  "  that  the  evidences 
of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States  shall  be  receiva- 
ble in  payment  of  any  of  the  lands  which  may  be  here- 
after sold  in  conformity  to  the  act*'  of  1796. 

The  fifth  section  of  tbe  act  of  Hay  10,  IBOO,  provides, 
*'  That  no  lands  shall  be  sold  by  virtue  of  this  act,  at 
either  pubHc  or  private  [|^i^^l4ftl&€)gW'*«» 
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per  acre*  >nd  ptjrment  may  be  made  for  the  same  by  all 

Iturehaiera,  either  in  specie,  or  in  evideneei  of  the  pub- 
ic  debt  of  the  United  States,"  at  certain  ralct,  which 
■re  prescribed  in  the  act.  And  thus  the  law  stood  until 
1820,  when  the  credit  system  was  sbolished.  Fr«im  a 
▼iew  of  these  several  acta,  it  results  that,  under  ihe  act 
of  1796,  there  was  no  particular  deslgnativn  of  the  kind 
of  currency  receivable  for  the  public  lands;  but  the  pay- 
ments were  to  be  mdde  <•  in  money,"  thitt  is,  the  legal 
currency  of  the  country.  Under  the  act  of  1797,  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt  were  made  receivable  fur  the 
public  lands;  and  under  the  act  of  1800,  specie  ur  evi- 
dences of  the  public  debt  were  required  inpH^ment. 
Such  was  the  law,  and  such  was  the  practice  under  the 
law,  with  reference  to  the  public  lands,  until  the  act  of 
April,  1830,  eicept  it  was  provided,  by  the  particular 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1613,  that  Treasury  notrs  were 
made  receivable  fur  all  public  lunds  s'jld  by  the  authori- 
ty of  the  United  State*. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  the  24th  of  April,  1820, 
making  further  provision  for  the  S4le  of  the  public  lunds, 
■eema  to  my  mind  to  setile  ttie  question  as  to  the  l<-gali- 
ly  of  (lie  specie  c-rcular  conclusively.  It  declareff,  **  That 
no  lands  shall  be  sold,  at  any  public  sales  thereby  autho- 
rized, for  a  lest  price  than  one  dollar  and  twenty>live 
cents  an  acre,  nor  on  any  olber  terms  than  tliat  i  f  cash 
payment." 

The  requisition  is,  that  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
aball  not  be  made  on  any  other  terms  than  that  of  **  cash 
payment."  I'brre  cannot  be  two  opinions,  here  or  else- 
where,  a*  to  the  import  uf  the  lerma  "  cash  payment." 
It  means  payments  in  the  conatitutiunal  or  in  the  Ic^al 
currency  of  the  country,  in  gold  or  silver,  or  in  the  paper 
currency  which  had  been  previously  estubli^hed  by  law. 
By  acts  of  Congress,  Treasury  notes  were  at  one  time  re- 
ceivable for  the  public  lands,  and  bills  uf  the  Ditik  of  ihe 
United  Stales  were  made  receivable  by  Ihe  provisions 
of  the  chsrter  itself.  But  al  the  tlate  of  Ihe  specie  cir- 
cular no  such  legislative  provisions  were  in  force.  There 
was,  then,  no  legal  obligation  at  the  dale  of  that  order  to 
receive  any  ibin^  fur  the  public  lands,  or  for  the  cus- 
toms, btit  goltl  or  silver,  unless  that  obligation  is  imposed 
by  Ihe  joint  reaolutiun  uf  Ihe  30ih  of  April,  181C. 

It  is  perfectly  true,  that,  in  praclice,  the  legal  obliga- 
tion has  been  relaxed;  but  it  is  not  bel  eved  to  liave  been 
done  at  tbe  ri^k  of  ilte  Government.  Paper  money,  be- 
aide  the  bills  uf  the  Uank  of  the  United  Slulea,  had  been 
received;  and  mir  collectors  w  ere  in  the  habit  of  receiv- 
ing tbe  paper  of  Bome  State  banks,  at  particular  time* 
and  places,  and  under  pecubar  circumstances,  for  the 
debts  due  to  tiie  Guvernmenli  but  such  collections  were 
upon  Ihe  responsibility  of  the  receivers.  The  relasatiim 
of  the  rule  of  law  had  been  for  individual  accommndBliun. 

1  have  Utited  that,  by  the  express  1«  rms  of  the  charter, 
the  billa  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  were  made  re- 
ceivable fur  customs  and  for  public  lands.  Hut  the  Uank 
of  the  United  Slaten,  whicli  was  made  the  depository  ol' 
the  money  of  the  United  States,  would  not  receive  in 
depoaite  all  Stale  bank  pajter  its  cash,  although  of  (he 
description  as  stated  in  the  resnlution  of  1816.  That 
charter  expired  uq  the  3il  of  March  la^t,  and  llie  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  his  annual  message  tu  Con- 
gress, December,  1835,  remarks,  that  "ll  is  incumbent 
on  Congress,  in  guarding  the  pecimiary  interests  of  |he 
country,  to  d>£Contiiiur,  by  such  a  law  as  was  passed  in 
1813,  the  receipt  of  ihe  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stales  in  payment  of  llie  pnblx  revenue;"  and,  in  pur- 
suance of  this  recommendiition  of  the  President,  Con- 
gress did,  at  the  list  se»siun,  repeal,  in  express  terms, 
the  14lh  section  of  the  act  charterinn:  (he  Bank  of  (he 
United  Slates.  It  will  be  found  by  that  seciion  that  the 
billa  of  that  bank  were  made  receivable  for  tbe  public 
duet.   I  will  read  the  act  of  tbe  last  tesfion  in  relation 


to  thia  matter,  at  it  hat  been  urgeil  in  argument  that  tbe 
message  of  Ihe  President,  and  Ihe  consequent  mcVum  of 
Congress  thereon,  batl  reference  to  a  dinerent  matter. 
That  act  declares: 

"  That  the  14th  section  of  Ihe  act  entitled  •  An  act  to 
incorporate  the  subgcrihers  to  tbe  Bank  of  tite  United 
States,  approved  April  10,  1816,*  shall  be,  and  the  ikne 
is  hereby,  repealed." 

Thia  was  but  an  answer  to  the  message;  it  had  no 
sort  of  reference  to  the  resolution  of  1816,  nor  had  the 
message  any  such  reference. 

On  the  Ilth  of  July,  1836,  there  was  nothing  then  in 
the  way  uf  this  circular,  but  Uie  joint  resolution  of  the 
30lh  of  April,  1816.  1  propose  to  refer  to  Ihe  hialoty 
of  our  own  legislation,  as  affuiding  ua  some  light  upon 
this  interesting  subject  of  ihe  currency.  It  will  be  found 
thtt  as  early  as  the  31st  of  July,  1789,  Congress  pasted 
an  act  "to  regulate  the  collec  ion  uf  duties,"  and  tbe 
30<h  section  of  that  act  requires: 

**  That  the  duties  and  fees  to  be  collected  by  virtue  of 
this  act  shall  be  received  in  gold  and  silver  coin  only;" 
and  goea  on  to  establish  the  rates  at  which  fore-gn  goid 
and  silver  should  be  taken  and  received,  litis  act  was 
repealed  by  the  act  of  August  4,  1790;  but  it  will  be 
found  thai,  by  the  56tli  section  of  the  act  of  Congress 
paased  in  Auguvt,  1790,  a  provision  precisely  similar  is 
introduced,  which  was  contained  in  the  act  of  1789. 

The  mint  was  ettablished  on  tbe  12(h  of  April,  1793; 
and  by  the  I6ih  section  of  that  act  of  Congress  it  is  pro- 
vided "that  all  the  gold  and  silver  coin^  which  shall  have 
been  struck  at  and  issued  from  the  said  mint,  ahall  be 
a  lawful  lender  in  all  paymenia  whataoever;  tlwae  of  full 
weight  according  to  the  respective  values  hereinbefore 
declared,  and  those  of  less  than  full  weight  al  values  pro- 
portionate to  their  retpective  weights." 

Thus  it  appears  that  by  Ihe  acts  uf  Congress,  not  only 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  al  certain  rates  were  ihkIc 
receivable,  but  also  the  gold  and  silver  coins  struck  at 
our  mint  were  also  made  a  lawful  lender. 

1'he  firat  United  Statea  Bank  was  ch»rtercd  on  tbe 
31st  of  February,  1791)  and  it  will  be  seen,  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  lOtli  section  of  that  act  of  Congress,  •*  that 
Ihe  bills  or  notet  of  the  said  corporation  •■riginally  made 
paj  able,  or  which  shall  have  become  payable  on  demaadt 
in  gold  and  stiver  coin,  ahatl  be  receivable  in  all  pay- 
ments to  llic  United  S(a(es."  And  thu%  by  the  expreis 
enactment  uf  Congress,  were  the  bills  of  (he  United 
Slates  Bank  made  receivable  for  all  debts  due  to  lite 
Government;  and  by  a  reference  to  the  74th  section  of 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1799,  which  repeals  the  act 
of  August,  1790,  and  which  ''regulates  the  collection  of 
duties  or)  imporia  and  tonnage,"  it  will  be  funnd  "that 
all  dulieK  and  fees  to  he  cullecled  shall  be  payable  in  \hv 
money  of  (he  United  States,  or  in  fureign  gold  and  silver 
cdina"  at  fixed  rates. 

By  tbe  act  of  Congress  of  June  30,  1813,  it  is  provi- 
ded **tbat  Treaaury  notes,  wherever  made  payable,  dwil 
be  everywhere  received  in  payment  of  all  dutiea  and 
tuxes  laid  by  the  aulhorily  of  the  United  Slates,  and  uf 
all  public  lands  sold  by  the  said  authority.** 

On  tbe  19th  of  March.  1812,  Congress  passed  an  act 
expressly  repealntg  the  10th  section  of  the  act  incorpo- 
rating the  eubicribers  (o  the  first  Bank  oriheUniied 
States. 

Between,  then,  the  19[li  of  March,  1813,  and  tbe  lOih 
of  April,  1816,  when  the  aeeond  United  States  Bank  w«« 
chartered,  American  and  foreign  gold  and  tilver,  and 
Treasury  notes  only,  were  receivable  for  the  public 
dues;  and,  as  1  have  before  said,  it  is  provided  by  the 
fourteenth  section  of  the  act  establishing  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  "  That  the  bills  or  notes  of  Ihe  saki 
corporation  originally  made  payable,  or  whicli  shall  have 
become  payable  on  deiMnd,  1^^^^^^^^^^ 
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paymenli  to  the  United  SUIes,  unleis  otherwise  directed 
by  act  or  CongreBB." 

And  the  leclion  n<>xt  rullnwing  Ms-gns  t  good  reasnn 
why  this  pTererence  was  lo  decidedly  given  to  the  billi 
of  the  Biiik  of  the  United  States;  for  no  one  can  doubt 
that  this  fourteenth  section  ((ave  to  the  paper  of  that 
bank  a  currency  and  a  circulation  which  it  never  could 
have  had  if  that  liad  not  have  been  incorporated  in  the 
charter.  The  I5lh  section  provides  "  th»t  during  ihe 
cuniinuance  of  the  act,  and  whenever  required  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  said  corporation  shall 
gWe  the  necessary  facilities  for  tratwferring  the  public 
funds  from  pluce  to  place  within  the  United  Stales,  and 
for  distributing  the  sanke  in  payment  of  the  public  cred- 
itors, without  clisr^e." 

And  the  next  fnllowing  section  provides  "  that  the  dc- 
poutea  of  the  monef  of  llie  United  States,  in  places  in 
which  the  said  bank  and  branches  thereof  may  be  estab- 
lished, shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or  branches  thereof, 
unlcM  lh«  Secretary  shall  otherwise  direct,'*  &c.  It  was 
clearly  intended,  by  (he  inlroduction  of  the  fourteenth 
section  into  the  charter,  to  grant  an  important  and  ex- 
dosive  privilege  to  ihe  bank ;  and  it  is  Just  as  clear  to  my 
mind  ttiat  the  bank  was  bound  lo  receive  in  deposite 
"the  money  of  the  United  Staleii,"and  to  transfer,  wilh- 
out  charge,  that  money,  which  constituted  the  public 
funds,  from  place  lo  place,  as  required. 

The  currency  which  the  bank  was  bound  to  receive 
ia  depoirie,  and  uhich  constituted  the  **  public  funds," 
was  foreign  coin  at  fixed  ratc^  the  coinage  of  our  own 
mini,  and  Treasury  nutes.  The  bank  could  not  have 
refused  to  have  received  either  of  these  descriptions  of 
currency,  and  il  never  did  refuse  so  to  do.  Thus  mat- 
ters stood  when,  in  just  twtiily  days  after  the  b:ink  was 
eaUhKihe*!,  comes  the  resolution  of  the  30th  of  April, 
1816,  and  it  certainly  cannot  be  unimportant  to  inquire 
how  this  resolution  happened  to  be  offered,  and  huw  it 
happened  to  be  sdopied.  A  character  is  now  given  to 
it  which  [  never  supposed  it  was  entitled  to,  and  hence 
it  may  be  useful  to  trace  its  origin,  in  order  to  determine 
its  true  character  and  object. 

Il  is  now  not  only  matter  of  public  history,  but  must 
be  withfti  the  partic^jlar  recollection  of  tlic  members  of 
the  Senate,  that,  during  the  latt  war,  the  banks  in  New 
Tork,  and  west  and  south  of  New  York,  had  slopped 
payment.  Tht  banks  of  New  England  did  not,  during 
that  period,  suspend  specie  payments.  But  the  banks 
first  referred  to  had  issued  a  flood  of  paper  on  individu- 
al security,  and  on  a  pledge  of  Treasury  notes;  an  amount 
which,  at  ilie  time,  Ihe  banks  themselves  were  wholly 
ufrnble  to  redeem.  Uuch  of  this  depreciated  uncurrent 
paper  had  found  its  way  into  the  public  Treasury  for 
cnstoms  and  for  lands.  No  man  can  say  that  the  receipt 
of  tbia  money  was  nut  an  entire  departure  from  the  re- 
quisiliona  of  existing  law.  But  still  its  receipt  seemed 
to  be  anavoidablet  it  was  the  only  money  in  circulalion 
in  New  Yutk  and  west  of  ^ew  Yorkj  and  although  the 
acts  of  Congress  cxpJ-tssly  rtquired  that  the  customs 
should  be  received  only  in  gold  and  silver,  and  Treasury 
notes,  yet,  constdeiing  the  particular  crisis,  and  the  pecu- 
liar eircumsUnees  of  the  country,  it  was  next  toanim- 
penibitiiy  for  the  public  receivers  and  collictors  to  observe 
expressly  tnd  literally  the  law;  and  lence  an  immense 
aRMunt  of  thw  d(  predated  p'per  had  accumulated  in  the 
public  Treasury.  The  banks  themselves  wcie  receiving 
enormous  profits  upon  their  iutiesj  and  the  funds  of  ilie 
Government  were  in  most  imminent  jeopardy.  The  Sec- 
riUry  ol  the  Treasury  could  noi,  at  the  time,  if  he  wculd, 
upon  his  own  0ouon,  without  the  order  and  direction  of 
Congress,  ban  checked  this  growing  evil)  he  could  not 
have  disnged  the  eounr. 

The  author  of  the  resolution  himself,  in  a  most  able 
speech  vlucb  be  made  in  tlie  House  of  Repreieatstives, 
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with  reference  to  this  subject,  much  better  expressed 
than  I  can  the  character  and  extent  of  the  then  existing 
evil,  and  the  requisite  remedy  therefor.    He  remarked: 

**Wbat  was  the  present  evil?  Having  a  perfectly 
sound  national  currency,  and  the  tiovernnient  having  no 
power  in  fact  to  make  any  ihing  el&e  current  but  gold 
and  silver,  there  h.Hd  fi^rown  up  in  different  States  a  cur- 
rency of  paper,  issued  by  banks  setting  out  with  the  prom- 
ise lo  pay  gold  and  silver,  which  they  had  been  wholly 
unable  to  redeem;  Ihe  consequence  was,  that  I  here  was 
ft  mass  of  paper  afloat,  of  perhaps  fifly  -millions,  which 
sustained  no  immediate  relation  to  the  legal  currency  of 
the  country— a  paper  which  will  not  enable  any  man  to 
pay  money  he  owes  to  his  neighbor,  or  his  debts  to  the 
Government.  The  banks  had  issued  more  money  than 
they  could  redeem,  and  the  evil  was  severely  felt,  &c. 
lie  declined  occupying  the  time  of  the  House  lo  prove 
that  there  was  a  depreciation  of  the  paper  in  circulationi 
the  legal  standard  of  va!ue  was  gold  and  silver)  the  rela- 
tion of  paper  to  it  proved  its  state,  and  the  rate  of  its  de- 
preciation. Gold  and  silver  currency,  he  said,  was  tha 
law  of  Ihe  land  at  borne,  and  the  law  of  Ihe  world  abroadi 
there  could,  in  the  present  btate  of  the  world,  he  no 
other  currency.  In  consequence  of  the  immense  paper 
isiues  having  banished  specie  from  circulation,  the  Gov- 
ernment had  been  obliged,  in  direct  violation  of  ex- 
isting statutes,  to  receive  the  amount  of  their  taxes  in 
something  which  was  not  recognised  by  law  as  the  money 
of  the  country,  and  which  wa^  in  fact,  greatly  deprecia- 
ted, be.    This  was  the  evil. 

*'  These  hanks  not  emanating  fiom  Congress,  what  en- 
gine was  Congress  lo  use  for  remedying  the  existing eviU 
Their  only  legitimate  power,  he  said,  was  to  interdict 
the  paper  of  such  banks  as  du  not  pay  specie  fi-om  being 
received  at  the  custom-house.  With  a  receipt  of  forty 
millions  a  year,  he  said,  if  the  Government  was  faitbtbl 
to  iiself  and  to  lite  iuleresU  of  the  people,  they  could 
control  the  evil;  and  it  was  their  duty  lo  make  the  effort. 
They  shouM  have  made  it  lung  ago,  and  they  ought  now 
to  make  it.  The  evil  (•rowt  every  day  worse  by  indul- 
gence. If  Congress  did  not  now  make  a  stand,  and  stop 
the  current  whiUi  they  might,  wou'd  they,  when  the  cur- 
rent grew  stronger,  hereafter  doit?  If  this  Congress 
should  adjourn  without  attempting  a  remedy,  he  said,  it 
would  desert  iuduly." 

It  became  the  bounden  duty  of  Congress  lo  interpose, 
and,  by  some  decisive  acl,  to  strip  all  further  receipts  of 
Ibis  depreciated  paper  money;  to  improve  the  currency 
of  the  country;  to  render  safe  the  funds  of  the  nation, 
and  to  inspire  public  confidence  in  the  resources  of  the 
Government.  It  was  at  a  lime  1  ke  this,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances like  these,  that  the  resnluiiun  of  the  SOth  of 
April,  1816,  was  presented;  and  the  last  clause  uf  that 
resolution  speaks  to  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  through  him  lo  all  the  receivers  of  the  public  money, 
and  more  especially  to  Ihe  hanks  themselves,  which  had 
flooded  Ihe  nation  wilh  their  over-issues  of  uncurrent 
and  depreciated  psper,  a  language  which  i.o  mortal  can 
misunderstand.    It  declares: 

That  from  and  after  the  20th  day  of  February  next, 
no  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or 
becoming  payable  to  the  United  Slates,  ought  to  be  col- 
lected or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency 
of  the  United  Statec,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  or  in  nutes  of  banks  which 
are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  raid  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States;"  must  clearly  indicating  that 
the  resoluMon,  in  this  part,  was  merely  advisoiy.  It  ex. 
prebsed  the  sense  of  Congress  in  relation  to  its  subject- 
matter.  It  said  to  the  Secretary,  tliat  he  should  not 
thereafter  receive  any  uncurrent  papt  rt  and  it  had  Ihe 
whole  eflTect  intended.  It  checked  j*^<ce  thesssues  of 
tbiae  banks)  it  produced|iii|ti^t^);^ilcgi<ii>@#mrevo- 
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lution  in  tbe  earrenejri  it  induced  the  l»nln  Ihefmelref 
to  reMime  specie  paymentsf  it  performed  fBitltfully  its 
whole  office,  and  thus  the  iraltcr  ended.  No  human  being 
then  supposed  thai  (he  resolution  was  intended  to  be  ab- 
solutely imperative  upon  (lie  Secretaryi  that  it  went  to 
add  the  local  psper  of  specie-paying  banks  to  tlie  legal 
currency. 

**  At  Ihe  lime  of  the  adoption  oT  this  resoluiiun,  debts 
accruing  to  the  United  States,  whether  on  account  or 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  or  at  the  cuslom-hnuie,  or 
from  other  sources  of  revenue,  were  in  fact  received  in 
some  parts  of  the  country,  btii  evidently  in  disreffard  of 
the  law,  in  the  notes  of  the  State  banks,  which  did  not 
redeem  their  paper  *by  cash  payments.'  Uy  this  reso- 
lution it  was  obviously  made  the  duty  of  the  Trea&ury  to 
correct  that  departure  from  law  as  toon  as  practicsblei 
and  it  was,  at  it  equally  nbvioiis,  imperative  on  the  De-  : 
partment,  af\er  the  30th  February,  1617,  to  allow  noth- 
ing to  be  received  in  ps}  ment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States  but  tbe  legal  money  of  the  Untied  Stales,  Treas- 
ury notes,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uniled  Slates,  or  of 
those  State  banks  the  notes  of  which  were  payable  and 
paid  on  demand  in  cash." 

This  construction,  giren  to  the  juint  resolution  of  1816, 
by  its  author  himself,  when  its  particular  obligations,  and 
the  duties  of  our  public  officers  under  that  resolution, 
were  among  the  subjects  then  under  consideration,  ap- 
pears tome  lobe  correct.  The  resolution  manifeMly 
was  intended  to  express  Die  Sense  of  Congrens  upon  wlist 
bad  been  the  practice  of  the  Treasury  Department  in  re- 
lation to  (be  kind  of  money  in  which  the  debts  of  the 
Government  had  been  eoMeciedt  and,  in  terms  most  ob- 
TiouB,  to  restrain  the  Treasury  Department  from  every 
such  departure  from  the  requirements  of  ez'sting  taw, 
after  the  30(b  of  February,  1817.  Hut  the  rcsolutiun 
makes  no  change  in  the  Ibm';  it  dues  not,  in  terms,  nor 
by  fair  implication,  establish  the  notes  of  all  specie-pay- 
ing banks  as  legal  currency,  snd  make  them,  as  such, 
receivable  for  tbe  customs  ind  for  the  public  lar.ds. 

Let  us  examine  the  whole  resolution.   It  provides: 

•*  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  br,  and  he  here* 
by  >^  required  and  directed  to  adopt  sudi  meuurcs  as 
be  may  deem  necessary,  lo  causf,  as  soon  as  may  be,  all 
duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  be- 
coming payable  to  Ihe  United  Slates,  to  be  collected  and 
paid  in  Ihe  legal  currency  of  the  Uniled  Stales,  i.r  Treas- 
ury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bink  of  the  Uniled  State?,  as 
by  law  provided  and  declared,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which 
are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  cur- 
Tcncy  of  the  United  States:  and  IttHt,  from  and  aner  the 
twentieth  day  of  February  next,  no  such  duties,  taxef, 
debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming  payHble 
to  the  United  Slates,  as  aforesai't,  ought  to  be  collected 
or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  Stale?,  or  Treasury  noiei-,  or  notes  of  the  Bsnk 
of  tlie  Uniled  States,  or  in  notes  of  bsnks  which  are  pay- 
able and  paid  on  tiemand  in  the  s^  legal  currency  of 
the  United  States." 

I  would  ask,  what  obligation  was  imposed  upon  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  this  joint  resolution }  Noib- 
inginore,  and  nothing  less,  than  to  forbear  henceforward 
from  receiving  uncurrent  State  bank  paper  in  payment 
of  duties  and  of  debts  of  every  descri)ition,  and  to  adopt 
nich  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  cause  all 
the  public  dues  to  be  collected,  as  the  law  requires,  vizi 
in  the  legal  currency  of  tbe  United  Stiles,  in  gold  or 
silver,  in  Treasury  notes,  or  In  bills  of  Ihe  Bank  of  the 
United  Stales.  The  acts  uf  Congress  had  established 
each  and  all  as  legal  currency,  and  given  direction  to 
public  officers  to  receive  them  as  such.  This  resolution 
established  nd  new  currency)  it  did  not  repeal  nor  add 
to  any  act  af  Congress  which  des-gnxted  the  kind  of  mo* 
ney  receivable. 


If  the  resokition  is  imperatire,  if  it  be  obligatory,  ihen 
the  Secretary  had  no  discretion.  He  was  bound  to  take 
the  bills  of  all  specie-paying  banks  **  well  as  tbe  notes 
of  the  Bapk  of  the  United  States,  in  payment  for  duties. 
But,  acording  lo  my  apprehension,  the  plain,  •eotible, 
common-sense  meaning  lo  be  given  to  ihe  resolution  ii, 
that  the  Secretary  should,  after  Us  passage,  adopt  such 
means  as  he  roiglit  deem  necessary  to  have  the  revenue 
of  the  Government  receivable  in  the  legal  currency— *be 
currency  then  established  by  acts  of  Congresst  and  if, 
for  matter  of  individual  accommodation,  it  should  be 
found  necessary  to  relax  at  all,  in  such  ca^  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treaaury  should  no  longer  receive  the  paper  of 
non-specie-paying  bankut  that  he  should,  in  no  event,  be 
justified  in  taking  Ihe  bills  of  any  bank  which  are  not 
payable  and  paid  oa  demand  io  the  said  legal  currency 
of  the  United  Stales.  The  resolutioti,  in  this  reaped,  ia 
merely  advisory  to  the  Secretary.  It  was  intended  to  re- 
strain him  from  collecting  the,revenue  in  the  way  and  man- 
ner it  had  been  cotlecled  for  years  heferei  and  it  was  also 
clearly  intended  lo  give  authority,  to  give  countenance, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  fur  a  lime,  in  relaxing 
the  rule  of  law— :n  depariinp/rom  ihe  rrquiaiiionsof  ex- 
isting statutes— so  far  as  lie  might  receive  the  paper  of 
specie-paying  banks  for  Ihe  public  dues.  But  it  canncrt^ 
it  seems  to  me,  be  contended  Tor  a  moment  that  liere 
was  an  addition  made  to  the  legal  currency  of  the  coun- 
tiyi  that,  hencef<>rward,  the  collectors  snd  receivera 
would  be  hound  In  take  in  payment  for  cualoms  and 
lands  the  bills  of  State  banks  paying  specie  wlien  de- 
manded. 

The  resolution  was  intended  to  operate  for  a  lime  as  a 
waiver  on  lite  part  of  the  Govemmenl  of  its  riflitii  but 
it  could  not  be  regarded  as  a  positive,  unqualified,  and 
obligatory  statutory  provision.  Such  a  IsW  could  never 
have  been  literslly  carried  into  tfFect,  Tbe  receiver  at 
New  Orleans  could  not  be  presumed  to  know  the  true 
character  of  the  bank  paper  of  my  own  Statri  and  ytt 
he  would  be  botind  so  to  do,  if  the  resolution  wa^  im- 
perative and  obligatory.  That  resolution  was  offered, 
as  I  have  belore  stated,  immediately  after  the  act  was 
passed  establishing  the  United  States  Bankt  end  accord- 
ing to  the  construction  now  givfn  to  ii,  the  exeluai«e 
privilege  which  had  been  given  lo  lliat  institution  was 
taken  away.  The  resolution,  if  it  does  not  in  leroris  re- 
pesl  the  futirteeiith  section  of  the  bank  charter,  practi- 
cally renders  ibat  section  to  the  bank  itself  unimportant, 
and  imposed  upon  ilie  bank  new  obl'galions  under  tbe 
charter  extremely  onerous,  and  of  great  liaaard  to  the  in- 
terests of  that  institution.  This  never  was,  it  never 
could  have  been,  intended.  The  law  was  not,  in  'ermy, 
changed  by  the  reaolutiuit;  and  if  ihe  resolution,  having 
the  tffect  of  law,  is  imperalive  and  mandatory  in  thia 
particular,  then,  most  clearly,  it  foil  <ws  that  it  must  be 
gem  ral  in  its  operations;  it  cannot  be  in  force  in  Boa- 
ton,  and  of  no  eB'cct  in  Baltimore;  and  yet  it  baa  been  ad- 
mitted that  the  euUrctor  at  New  Orleans  would  not  be 
bound  to  receive  a  bill  of  a  specie-paying  bank  issued  in 
N(W  Hsmpsliire.  This  admission,  correct  in  point  of 
fscl,  gives  to  this  measure  its  true  character.  It  clear- 
ly shows  that  the  framer  of  this  resolution  himself  did 
not  regsrd  it  as  un  absolute  provision  of  law,  but  rather 
as  a  matter  of  practice,  which  was  to  be  car.Bded  to  tho 
sound  discretion  of  the  Secretary  uf  the  Treasury. 

The  Bank  uf  the  United  Sutes  was  lo  receive  in  de- 
posite  the  money  of  the  Governmenl;  and  it  was  bound 
to  transfer  from  place  to  place,  without  charge,  the 
public  funds;  and  yet,  as  I  have  before  said,  immediately 
after  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816,  the 
bank  itself  refused  to  receive  on  depowte  the  bilb  of 
specie-paying  banks,  and  pass  them  to  Ihe  |^neral  credit 
of  the  Government,  and  to  transfer  them,  without  cliafgr* 
as  i  part  and  portion  of  tbe  jnih^f^^^^l^  Seiiatiir 


187 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


138 


Dm.  97,  1836.]  Tnaturv  Cirmlv. 


froa  Slamehuietti,  in  his  report  in  tb«  cue  of  Mr. 
Cnwrord,  a: 

"  That  institution  [the  United  States  Bank]  it  indeed 
bound  to  give  ncceaury  faciliiiea  for  transKrring  the 
public  funds  from  place  to  placet  hut  thia  can  only  mran 
caab  funda;  and  it  is  bound  also  to  receive  money  in  de< 
ponte  for  the  United  States}  but  it  is  not  bound  to 
reoeive  in  depoattc,  at  cash,  (he  bills  of  any  banks 
whatcTcr  but  its  own,  aUhou^  thry  may  come  within 
tbe  proTisions  oftlie  resolution  of  1816." 

And  thua  the  course  of  the  bank  was  justified,  and  its 
proceeding  never  called  foith  any  action  of  Congress 
czpreanve  of  its  disapprobation.  But  how  could  such  a 
course  of  fMweeding  he  justified  if  the  bills  of  State 
baoki^  psid  in  specie  on  demand,  were  by  kw  added  to 
the  currency  of  the  country?  If  tlie  receivers  were 
bound  at  all  events  to  take  the  bills  of  specie-paying 
banks  in  payment  for  public  lands  and  for  customs,  the 
United  States  Bank  were  also  bound  to  receive  them  io 
depostte.  They  went  to  make  up  a  part  of  the  public 
funds  of  tbe  Governtnentt  and  yet  receivers  were  justi' 
fted  in  not  tsking  (he  bills  of  specie-payiug  banks  in  pay* 
Bwnt  for  tbe  public  duei^  and  the  bank  was  justified  m 
refusing  to  receive  them  in  deposite,  and  of  transferring 
titcm,  aa  a  part  of  the  funds  of  the  Government,  without 
charge.  This  is  wholly  irreconcileable  with  the  idea, 
and  with  the  fact,  that  such  bills  had  been  legalized,  ab- 
solutely and  unqualifiedly,  as  currency. 

Tbe  resolution  could  nut  in  any  way  affect  the  power 
of  tbe  President  over  the  subject.  He  was  bound  to  see 
the  laws  fiuthfully  executed.  The  Uws  remained  unaU 
Icrei^  tbe  same  after  as  before  the  resolution.  The 
power  and  the  duty  of  tbe  President  was  the  same  after 
as  before  the  resulutioiT. 

Tbe  construction  which  I  have  now  given  to  the  reso- 
lutioo  of  1816  has  been  given  to  it  not  only  by  public 
officer^  but  that  conatruclion  has  been  sustained  by 
Coni^KM,  with  reference  to  (his  subject,  from  that  time 
to  tbe  presentt  and  not  until  this  period  has  the  correct- 
nes*  of  this  construction,  and  of  the  corresponding  prac* 
tiee  of  the  Government,  been  questioned. 

In  a  report  to  the  Senate,  made  by  the  present  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  at  the  laat  session  of  Congress,  he 
remarked  that,  acconling  to  a  construction  adopted  by 
Mr.  Hamilton,  "the  Treasury,  into  which  the  money 
wu  to  be  eventually  paid,  as  the  chief  pecuniary  agent 
of  the  Government,  could  wsive  its  right  to  specie,  and 
cmild  consent  to  receive  the  notes  of  Stale  banks,  when 
deemed  by  it  in  all  respects  equivalent  to  speciei  and  by 
tbe  jinnt  resolution  of  Congress  in  !8t£^  which  impliedly 
«v«  some  sanction  (o  this  original  practice,  by  prohibit- 
ing the  Treastiry  Di^partment  longer  to  receive  the  notes 
or  State  banks  not  paying  specie,  and  which  it  had  in 
the  great  emergencies  of  the  war  allowed  to  be  taken 
for  public  dues.  The  clauae  of  the  joint  resolution  of 
3816,  not  forbidding  (he  receipt  of  notes  of  St^te  banks 
paying  specie,  has  not  been  understood  as  amounting  to 
an  express  grant  of  power,  making  those  State  notes  a 
tender  for  public  duest  eli>e  the  explicit  favor  granted  to 
the  United  States  Bank  notes  alone  would  have  been 
nugatory." 

Mr.  Crawford,  in  1SI7,  after  the  establishment  of  the 
United  States  Dank,  isaued  circulars  prohibiting  United 
Slates  officers  from  receiving  any  bills  which  will  not  be 
tcceived  by  them  and  credited  as  cash.  And  why  was 
ttiis'  It  will  be  recollected  that,  by  the  16tb  section  of 
tbe  ebsrtcr,  tlie  money  of  tbe  United  Slates  was  to  be 
deposited  in  the  bank  and  its  branches.  This  charter 
bad  been  accepted,  and  the  corporation  bad  gone  into 
eperatioo  under  it|  and  was  bound  to  receive  in  deposite 
the  money,  tbe  legal  currency,  of  tbe  country)  but 
WDong  its  first  acts,  as  I  have  before  said,  was  an  oncon- 
ditkual  refuasd  to  receive  on  general  deposite  the  bUls  of 
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State  banks,  even  the  bills  of  those  Stale  banks  payable 
and  paid  on  demand  in  specie.  It  results  from  this  fact, 
that  the  Bank  of  the  United  StaUs  considered  tbat  the 
bills  of  local  banks,  be  their  character  ever  so  good, 
were  not  money,  were  not  legal  currency,  which  they 
were  bound  to  take  in  deposite;  and  hence  this  circular 
of  Mr.  Crawford  became  necessary. 

In  1826  Mr.  Rush  extended  this  indulgence  to  certain 
enumerated  State  banks,  not  to  all  the  specie-paying 
banks  of  the  country,  but  to  certain  specified  bankst  but 
enjoined  that,  *<  aa  the  receipt  of  any  of  the  local  or  State 
bank  notes  may  be  discontinued  at  any  time,  without 
previous  notice,  ii  will  be  well  for  thoM  who  have  pay- 
ments to  make  to  provide  themselves  with  specie,  or 
notes  of  (be  United  States  Bank  °'  itsbranches,  to  guard 
againat  any  change  tbat  may  be  found  proper  in  regard 
to  the  notes  of  the  local  or  State  banks." 

If  that  joint  resolution  uri816  was  imperative  and  ob- 
ligatory, it  is  somewhat  surprising  that  it  should  have  re- 
ceived such  a  commentary  from  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department. 

Mr  Taney,  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  issued 
a  circular,  dated  March  36,  1»4,  in  which  he  lays; 

"Reportsoccasionally  reach  Washington,  unfavorable 
to  the  credit  of  particuwr  State  banks.  Many  of  these 
rumors  are,  noduubt,  without  foundiitiont  but  it  is  tha 
duty  of  public  officers  to  be  continually  watchful  of  the 
public  interests,  and  it  therefore  is  expected  that  you 
will  be  careful  to  receive  the  notes  of  no  banks  except 
sucli  as  are  in  good  credit,  and  pay  specie  promptly  for 
their  notes  when  preeentcdtand  you  are  to  receive  none 
except  such  as  the  bank  in  which  you  deposite  will  agree 
to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  aa  caali :  and,  in 
order  to  remove  all  possible  grounds  of  controversy  or 
complaint,  you  will  immedisttly,  on  (he  receipt  of  this 
letter,  obtain  from  the  bank  in  wliicli  you  deposite  a  list 
of  the  State  banks  whose  notes  they  will  consent  to  re- 
ceive and  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  Slate  as  above 
naentioned."  Repudiating  the  idea  that  receivers  were 
bound,  at  ull  events,  to  take  the  notes  of  all  specie-paying 
banks  in  payment;  but  the  United  Slates  Bank  foroHrrly, 
and  the  deposite  banks  since,  should  have  the  tetec(ion 
*>  of  tho^e  whose  notes  should  be  received  on  account  of 
the  revenue." 

If  Ihis  joint  rcEolution  was  absolutely  binding,  U  is  dif- 
ficult to  account  for  the  fact  that  il  has  never  been  ob- 
served, but  has  been  disregarded  universal  y,  by  the  fis- 
cal agents  of  the  Government,  without  calling  for>h  any 
action  of  Congress.  If  it  was  a  right  secured  to  specie- 
paying  b<nks,  it  is  wonderful  that  not  one  of  those  nu- 
merous institutions  has  ever  presumed  to  lay  its  griev- 
ances before  Congress,  that  the  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  refused  to  receive  its  paper  in  payment  of  cus- 
toms or  of  lands,  which  they  were  bound  to  do  under 
the  joint  resolution  of  1816. 

1  cannot,  then,  consider  the  order  of  the  11th  July 
last  as  illegal — as  against  the  material  binding  provisions 
of  the  resolution  of  the  30th  April,  1816.  I  cannot  re- 
(^rd  the  issuing  of  that  oider  as  any  assumption  of  pow- 
er on  the  part  of  the  President.  Ai>d,  for  aught  [  see, 
the  order  must  stand,  unless  the  President  shall  see  fit 
himself  tu  aiihdraw  itj  or  unless  .Congresa,  by  its  own 
legislation,  bhall  take  away  the  foundation  upon  which 
that  order  rests — shall  pass  some  law  that  shall  render 
the  order  itself  inoperative. 

In  reference  tu  the  pulicj  and  expediency  of  that 
meaaure,  I  am  free  to  admit  that  a  great  diversity  of 
opinion  ia  entertained  by  dilTerent  portions  of  the  busi- 
ness community.  The  President  says  that  he  directed 
the  isauTiig  of  (he  order  with  a  view  to  the  safety  of  ihs 

Rublic  fundK,  and  to  the  interests  uf  tbe  people  geiterat- 
,r.    No  man,  unless  familiarly  acquainted  with  tbe  state 
and  condition  of  tbe  banks  whidPbad  uLdciMite  tbe 
Digitized  byVJTOOQtvT 
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public  rundt,  the  pnclicn  of  those  imtitutkiiM  with  ref- 
erence (o  the  r«cili(iea  rnrntitied  to  ibe  purehuera  ofthe 
public  dafn«tn,  the  nmount  of  the  actual  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  the  means  used  in  making  Ihete  acqni- 
ailrons  from  time  to  time,  could  determine  the  policy, 
expediency,  or  necessity,  of  tuch  an  order  aa  that  which 
was  iaiued  on  the  Itth  of  July  la&t. 

The  reaaons  which  induced  the  PreMdent  to  direct  the 
issuing  of  the  specie  circular,  are  given  in  the  circular, 
•nd  in  the  message,  and  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  It  seems  to  me  they  were  reasona  in 
no  way  conflicting  wiih  the  constitution  or  the  law. 
Certainly  some  of  ihe  very  reasona  had  been  urged  by 
gentlemen  on  the  oiher  side  during  the  last  session  of 
Congreifl.  To  save  the  public  domain  from  passing  into 
the  hands  of  speculators,  to  prevent  an  impri^r  uae  of 
the  public  funds  in  deposile,  to  check  the  iaauea  of  over- 
trading bank*,  and  to  save  the  property  of  the  nation, 
were  among  the  reasons  which  induced  the  Executive 
to  send  forth  Ihe  i^pecie  circular.  And  these  very  con- 
siderations were  reiterated  time  and  again  on  this  floor 
in  the  course  of  the  laat  aeasinn,  in  relation  to  the  secu- 
rity and  a.fety  o'  the  money  of  the  nation  then  deposited 
in  the  State  banks. 

The  Presideni,  theoi-  was  bound,  if  the  reasons  stated 
were  founded  in  fact,  to  issue  this  order,  which  Wat  to 
efTVcl  the  very  objects  to  much  desired  at  the  last 
MMion— the  safety  ihe  public  funds  *nd  the  preser- 
vation of  the  public  domain.  The  order  could  never 
have  been  issufd  from  any  political  considerations — from 
any  desire  fur  individual  popularity:  every  man  must 
have  known  that  its  political  cfTict  would  have  been  pre- 
cisely that  which  hat  been  produced.  Higher  -on- 
fiderallons  than  a  thirst  fur  personal  popularity,  or 
for  political  distinctinn,  must  have  prompted  the  Presi- 
dent to  have  isiurd  this  oidcr.  It  wuh  nothing  less  than 
a  settled  conviction  that  tite  public  interest  demanded 
the  measure.  He  ileiignfd  it  ai  a  mere  temporary  expe- 
dient; and  it  remains  now  for  Congress  to  decide  whether 
anything,  and,  if  any  thing,  whal,Bhallbedoiicinrelation 
to  this  matter. 

I  am  not,  Mr.  President,  however,  to  much  in  favor 
of  an  ezclutive  metallic  currency,  that  I  am  prepared, 
at  the  present  time,  to  agree  to  any  propoution  which 
aliaH  in  effect  lepislale  bank  paper  nut  of  circiihlion.  I 
do  not  btheve  that  it  would  be  wise  to  establish  an  ex- 
clusive metallic  currency  as  the  settled,  fixed,  and  de. 
termined  policy  of  this  Government.  The  country  it 
not  prepared  fur  aueh  a  revolution  in  its  circulating 
medium.  TIte  true  tnteresls  of  the  community  require 
thai  all  Mich  changes  tUoulJ  be  gradual  and  progresaive. 
Any  violent  and  extraordinary  alteration  in  the  currency 
of  a  country  will  invariably  bring  embarras&ment,  con- 
fusion, distress,  and  ruin.  1  am  not,  therefore,  for  any 
great  alterations  at  the  present  lime,  ahhniigh  I  am  for 
adopting  such  an  arrangement  as  will  bring  into  circu- 
lation more  apecie,  and  put  cut  of  circulation  all  hank 
paper  of  a  small  dennminaiion.  I  shall  with  great  readi- 
ness, Mr.  President,  come  in  aid  of  any  proposition 
which  shall  have  fur  ita  object  the  introduction  of  more 
specie,  and  of  less  paper,  among  us.  But,  to  my  mind, 
the  time  has  not  arrived  when  the  currency  should  be 
exclusively  meisllic.  The  whole  amount  of  specie  in 
our  country  is  inadequate  for  Ihe  transaction  of  its  neces- 
sary businesR.  Kven  the  three  hundred  millions  of  bank- 
ing capital,  in  addivioii  thereto,  is  regarded  as  insufficient. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  of  Virginia 
must  produce  some  guod  eflTcdt  it  will,  in  a  meaaire, 
exclude  from  circulation  bank  paper  of  a  lesa  denomina- 
tion ihiin  five  dollars.  As  fhr  as  it  goes,  it  hat  my  appro- 
bation, and  will  receive  my  support,  in  case  the  mover 
will  so  mi<dify  hia  proposition  a*  to  prohibit  the  depoaite 
banks  from  exerc>rioc  ■  power  over  tha  currency,  which 


should  he  'reposed  in  the  Treasury  Department.  The 
principle  set  forth  in  the  amendment  I  approve;  and  that 
IB,  to  improve  the  currency  by  bringing  into  circulmtton 
more  specie.  But  it  would  be  altogether  inefTectiial,  ao 
long  as  the  States  shall  exercise  Ibe  pover  of  incorpo- 
rating  local  bank<,  fur  Congress  toattempi  loprohibit  the 
itauet  of  such  banks.  All  that  we  can  do  we  will  do, 
and  that  U,  to  attempt  to  improve  the  character  of  such 
a  paper  currency,  by  refuting  to  receive  in  payment  bills 
of  a  smalt  denominatiim.  But,  Mr.  President,  if  I  have 
a  correct  understanding  of  the  positions  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  upon  the  subject  of  banking  operations  in  the 
West,  there  certainly  was  at  least  one  good  reason  for 
Ihe  issue  of  the  specie  circular— to  cbeck4he  excewre 
issues  of  their  local  bank  paper. 

The  Senator  taya  "  that  the  banks  do  not  itaue  their 
notet  upon  the  specie  in  their  vtultt.  The  notion  ia  ut> 
terly  fallacious;  it  is  the  staple  produce  of  the  country 
which  those  bank  notea  purchase;  it  it  the  pork  and  Sour 
of  the  West,  (he  cotton  and  mg»r  of  the  South,  that  is 
the  true  capital  on  which  the  banks  make  their  issues.'* 
"  The  business  of  the  country  could  not  be  transacted 
if  the  issues  of  bank  paper  were  baaed  on  gold  and  silver 
alone." 

I  live  in  a  wool-growing  coiinl^t  >nd  tlmt  article,  for 
some  years  past,  hat  constituted  one  of  tbe  principal 
sources  of  business  operations.  It  annually  adds  to  the 
substance  of  our  farmers,  and  it  furnishes  to  Ihe  merchant 
the  means  of  making  his  remittances;  but  1  neversupp<ned 
or  believed  that  this  staple  of  my  country  was  the  bam 
upon  which  our  local  banks  make  their  issues.  I  live  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  banks  whose  capital  exceeda 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  and  1  entertain  no  ifnubt  that,  in 
the  plnces  where  those  institutions  are  siiuatid.  there  ia 
annually  disbursed  more  than  one  half  of  the  capital  of 
those  banks  in  the  purchase  of  wool;  and  Ihe  paper  of 
those  banks  is  issued  within  a  period  of  90  days,  to  pur- 
chase and  lo  pay  fur  this  amount  of  that  article;  but  no 
human  being  connected  with  the  banks  ever  calculated 
on  the  value  of  the  material  itself  for  the  redemption  of 
their  paper,  or  did  the  banks  ever  iasue  their  paper  up- 
on nieh  a  ctpitul.  No,  sir,  their  reliance  wat  on  the 
gold  and  silver  in  their  vaults,  on  their  specie  funds;  but 
more  than  all  on  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  discounted 
paper;  and  whenever  banks  undertake  to  inue  paper  to 
pass  current  as  money,  equivalent  to  specie,  based  on  no 
metallic  capital,  but  upon  the  produce  of  the  country— 
upon  Ihe  pork  and  flour  of  the  West— and  to  rely,  for 
the  redemption  of  their  paper,  upon  Ihe  salea  of  ench 
produce,  sooner  or  later,  by  the  flucliialiont  of  trade,  the 
sudden  depressions  of  the  tiaptes  of  our  country,  such 
banks  must  experience  severe  losses,  if  not  an  entire 
prostraticm. 

I  repeat  it,  sir.  and  I  appeal  to  every  man  converaant 
with  banking  for  the  correctness  of  my  position,  tfwt  the 
solvency  and  security  of  banks  must  depend  essentially 
upon  tbe  inlrinnc  value  of  its  diaeounled  paper,  in  con- 
nexion with  its  specie  ftindt,  which  ordinarily  amount 
to  one  thinl  of  its  whole  circulation.  Some  bank,  pecu- 
liarly circumstanced,  and  poitessing  great  facilities  and 
extraordinary  privilegta,  may  have  within  its  control 
specie  equal  lo  its  whole  circulation,  but  not  equal  to  iia 
whole  liabilities.  The  banks  of  New  England,  on  an 
average,  do  not  possess  a  specie  capital  within  their  con- 
trol, or  specie  funds,  exceeding  one  third  of  the  jvhole 
amount  of  their  paper  (rirculation  and  actual  Kabilitieai 
but  they  rely  for  th^r  aolvency  on  Ihe  worth  of  the  debit 
due  to  them,  on  the  intrinsic  value  of  their  ditcounted 
paper;  and  every  man  convcraant  with  banking  mutt 
know  that  it  is  a  safe  relisnce,  and  that  a  bank  doing 
business  upon  the  principles  I  have  stated  can  never  be 
BO  embarrassed  as  input  in  jeopardyita  own  bank  notea^ 

The  secretary  of  tU -ftj^u^  j^^^^^ved 
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hW  full  share  of  abuse  fur  fats  supposed  connexion  with, 
itod  participation  in,  tbe  order  of  the  Itth  uT  July.  ■  It 
remaiM  yet  to  be  ascertained  whether  ttte  act  shall  re- 
ceive (be  approbation  br  disapprubvtion  of  ihe  American 
people.  I  leave  the  miitter  with  Iben:  llie  issue  is  made 
up — the  reasona  for  and  agAinit  the  measure  have  been 
•et  forth — let  judgment  be  remlered.  In  the  decision  of 
that  tribunal  to  which  Ihe  Executive  has  su  successfully 
and  so  b-iumphantly  appealed  on  former  occanuns,  he 
vtlt  moat  cheerfully  acquiesce. 

Bui  tbe  attacks  which  have  been  made  upon  the  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury,  pending-  thia  debste,  have  not 
been  confined  to  the  specie  circular.  His  wanl  of  judg- 
ment, of  financial  skill,  of  tact,  and  of  talent,  liive  been 
made  most  clearly  to  appear  (as  has  been  said)  in  his  es- 
timate of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year 
1836,  as  presented  in  his  official  report  at  the  cummence- 
ment  of  the  last  aeaaion  of  Congress.  This  charge  baa 
becoaie  aonewhat  stale,  worn  out  by  its  long-continued 
use.  Hiese  reiterated  attacks  upun  thai  omcer  estab- 
lish one  fact  beyond  all  pukibility  of  doubt — that  the 
gentlemen  who  make  these  charges  consider  that  they 
are  contending  with  no  ordinary  enemy,  but  with  an  en- 
emy taknted,  powerful,  and,  \f  not  invulnerabte,  certain- 
ly not  CMily  vanquished. 

M  the  lut  seasion  I  attempted  to  show  bow  these  ex- 
traordinary receipts  bad  found  their  way  into  the  Treas- 
ury. I  then  stated,  and  I  now  believe,  that  the  bet  it- 
self of  there  beini;  a  most  extraordinary  amount  receiv- 
ed daring  the  current  year,  is  no  evidence  of  want  of  sa- 
gacity or  Judgment  in  making  and  presenting  the  esti- 
mates as  they  were  made  ai  d  presented  in  1835.  If  the 
Secretary  bad  then  presumed  to  have  estimated  twenty- 
Jour  miniona  as  the  probable  amount  whidi  would  be  re- 
ceived tn  tbe  course  of  the  coming  year  from  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands — if  he  had  estimated  that  twenty  mil- 
KonaWuuld  he  received  from  customs,  and  Congress,  re- 
lying on  that  estimate,  had  proceeded  to  make  appropri- 
ations accordingly,  and  it  bad  turned  out  that  no  greater 
aum  than  usual  had  been  received  from  the  sales  of 
lands,  or  from  the  duties  on  imports,  what  would  the 
gentlemen  then  have  aaid^  They  would  have  denounc- 
ed him  indeed  at  X  vibionary  atateiman,  and  in  whom  no 
confidence  abould  be  repoeed.  Sucb  tatimates,  found- 
ed oo  no  fact^  but  the  result  cf  mere  conjecture,  would 
have  juatly  exposed  bint  to  the  charge  of  rashncbt  and 
of  fully. 

What  is  tlft  course  to  be  pursued  by  a  prudent,  cal- 
culating, sensible,  and  discreet  uffice r,  at  the  head  of  the 
Treaaury  Be|«rtroent,  in  presenting  his  eatimatea  of  re- 
ceipta  «nd  expenditurea^ 

lie  b  to  ascertain  what  had  been  the  actual  receipts 
in  former  yearst  whether  they  had  increased  beyond  the 
natural  increase  which  would  result  from  an  increase 
of  the  popu'ation  of  Ihe  cuuntryt  and  if  so,  to  study  the 
causes  of  such  an  incresse,  and  to  make  up  his  esti- 
mates of  receip.e  with  reference  to  the  population  and 
condition  of  the  coumry.  It  is,  a'ler  alt,  but  an  eiti- 
matCi  it  cannot  be  regarded  as  Uctt  it  is  in  a  measure 
conjc«liiral,  and  the  Secretary  is  greatly  abused  for 
gueaaiag  so  badly.  Bat  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  in  his  report  upon  executive  patronage, 
fell  into  the  same  error.  He  under-estimated  the  re- 
ceipts from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  as  welt  as  from 
ctwtoroa.  If  1  am  not  mistaken,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  extraordinary  amount  received  from  the  aales  of  the 
pubhc  lands  was  received  from  mere  private  entries, 
and  were  not  the  proceeds  of  the  public  sales.  Ho* 
waa  it  poesible  for  the  Secretary  to  know,  or  even  to 
conjecture,  who  would  purchase,  and  what  anHMint 
would  be  purebaMd,  of  the  public  land  at  private  aalr, 
within  a  given  period'  Tbings,  I  believe,  bad  gone  on 
la  tbe  Dfoa)  mode  op  to  July  or  Augtut,  1835|  and  tbeo 


apeculation  began  to  break  forth.  It  will  be  found  that 
there  waa  no  very  unusual  increase  until  August  of  that 
year.  I'be  Secretary  is  now  obliged  to  make  up  his 
estimate  a  month  sooner  than  was  formerly  practised,  aod 
at  a  lime  when  he  co>ild  nut  have  received  the  whole  re- 
turns of  October;  and  aUhough  he  does  estimate  the  pro- 
ceeds at  a  half  of  a  million  more  than  usual,  yet  1  am  free 
to  admit  that  the  ealimate  falls  far  short  of  the  realityj  hut, 
in  making  this  admission,  I  cannot  see  that  thereby  any 
fault,  any  want  of  discernment,  any  want  of  foresight,  of 
calculation,  or  of  Judgment,  ia  chargeable  upon  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  will  appear  that  tbe  ao> 
tual  receipts  of  the  fuurib  quarter,  ending  with  Decern- 
ber,  in  1^4,  from  lands  and  customs^  were  but  five  and 
one  third  millions;  while  those  for  the  last  quarter  of 
1835  were  about  eleven  an:l  one  third  millionsi  and  not 
so  much  land  was  advertised  within  the  laat  as  within 
tbe  firat  period.  The  aalea  ol  lands  in  that  quarter  ran 
up  to  five  and  a  half  millions — a  sum  exceeding  the  whole 
sales  of  any  one  year  t  ince  1820.  In  December  alone 
the  sales  amounted  to  two  and  one  third  millions,  when 
usually  not  over  half  a  million  sold  in  that  month.  And, 
in  relation  to  the  recetpta  from  customs,  I  might  add, 
that  the  destrucliun  by  fire,  in  New  York,  of  some  seven- 
teen millions  of  merchandise,  rendered  fresh  importa- 
tions necessary,  which  greatly  increased  (the  receipts 
from  that  source  of  revenue,  and  which  could  not  have 
been  considered  by  the  Secretary.  I  cannot  believe 
that  in  November,  1835,  with  all  the  lights  then  cast 
upon  this  subject,  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Cvru- 
lina  himself  could  or  would  have  anticipated  such  an  ex- 
traordinary amount  of  revenue.  But  it  is  enough  fur 
me  to  aay,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  making 
bis  estimates  of  receipts  fur  tbe  year  1836,  was  govern- 
ed, in  a  measure,  by  the  actual  receipts  of  former  years 
from  the  same  suurces.  But  whoever  calculates  the  re- 
ceipts of  any  subsequent  year  by  the  actual  receipts  of 
the  year  1836,  will  find  that  he  has  eomnutted  a  greater 
and  a  more  liaz»rduus  error  than  has  been  cummitled 
by  the  present  Secretary. 

The  manner  of  executing  the  deposite  bill  of  the  Isst 
session  is  also  made  a  matter  of  grave  charge  against  the 
Secreiaryi  and  the  pecuniary  diatreas  which  now  exists 
in  our  commercial  cities  (and  1  am  mott  willing  to  agiee 
that  it  is  most  severe)  has  been  here  and  elsewhere 
charged  upon  the  Secretary,  as  the  unavoidable  effect 
of  the  manner  of  his  executing  that  bill.  Now,  Hr.  Pres- 
ident, I  think  1  shall  find  little  difficulty  in  showing  that 
the  Secretary  could  not  have  done  less,  without  a  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  and  without  wholly  disregarding  the  itate 
of  public  opinion,  and  the  just  expectations  of  the  com- 
munity. It  was  tbe  forbearance  of  the  Secretary  which 
has  saved,  if  nut  the  banks  themselves,  certainly  tiie  com- 
mercial and  mercantile  community,  from  severer  trials, 
embarmssments,  snd  sacrifices.  The  Secretary  could 
not  have  done  lessi  he  might  have  done  morei  and  the 
few  failures  which  bare  occurred  in  our  commercial  cit- 
ies, in  carrying  into  effect  the  provUiona  of  tbe  depotiie 
,  bill,  are  evidence  of  the  high  character,  retourees*  and 
re!<ponMbilities,  of  our  mercantile  eomoiunity. 

It  was  early  alleged  that  the  Treasury  Department 
would  not  execute  ilie  depoaite  bill)  that,  under  tome 
pretence  or  other,  the  Secretary  would  delay  carrying 
into  effect  its  provisions,  and  thereby  frustrate  the  just 
expectations  of  the  people.  Tiiftie  allegations  were 
made  and  reiterated  alter  the  adjournment  of  Coogreas, 
because  the  money  was  not  immediately  removed  from 
;  thoae  phKCS  where  too  much  bad  accumulated,  to  points 
where  there  was  little  or  none  of  the  public  funds. 

The  act  to  regulate  the  depmitet  of  the  public  money 
was  approved  on  the  33d  of  June  laat,  and  it  ia  a  fact 
well  known,  that  on  the  foUowineutay  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treutify  wi>>nMn(^,^|g>|^^yi^,qD9g|i(ri^ 
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hi  ohjeat  the  lelectlon  of  addilion&l  banks  Tor  thedrpoi* 
lie  and  keeping  of  the  public  money.  It  was  manifeatljr 
the  duty  of  the  Sreretaiy  of  the  Treasury  '*  to  select,  as 
soon  as  may  be  practicable,  and  emplny  as  the  depose 
tories  of  the  money  of  the  (Jiilied  States,"  such  new 
bank*  as  mBy  be  located  at  adjacent  or  convenient  to  the 
puintfl  or  places  at  wliich  the  revenues  nay  be  collected 
or  disbursed,  requiring  him,  at  all  events,  to  select  at  least 
one  bank  in  each  State  and  Territory,  if  one  can  be  found 
willing  to  be  employed  as  a  depository  uf  the  public  mo- 
RCyi  and  the  act  rtquirei  that  the  Secretary  bf  the  Treas- 
ury shall  nofsiifTcr  to  remain  in  any  drpoute  bank  an 
amount  of  the  public  moneys  more  than  three  fourths  of 
the  amount  of  its  capUial  slock  actually  paid,  for  a  lun- 
ger time  lhan  may  be  necessary  to  make  the  transferv, 
fur  purposes  of  equalisation)  and  in  the  event  of  loo 
great  an  accumulation  of  depositea  in  any  bank,  auch 
ifantfeni  shall  be  made  to  the  nearest  deposite  banks 
which  are  considered  lafe  and  aeeure.** 

Such  were  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  icgula* 
ting  merely  ihe  depoaitcs  or  the  public  money  in  the  de> 
pnsite  banks. 

Tlie  Secretary  was  then  obliged,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
to  stlect  in  the  different  SiateK  the  additional  depotite 
banks  made  necessary.  H«  was  not  at  liberty  to  post- 
pone or  to  delay  this  service.  The  act  was  imperativet 
for  Ihe  great  and  leading  argument  urged  in  favor  of  lliia 
bill  was,  that  such  an  accumulHtion  of  the  public  money 
at  particular  points,  and  in  particular  banks,  was  expo- 
aing  to  hasard  the  public  fundsi  and  he  was,  therefnre, 
in  the  most  explicit  manner,  required  <'  not  to  suffer  a 
greater  amount  of  the  public  money  than  a  sum  rqualto 
three  fourths  of  the  capital  of  any  deposite  bank  to  re- 
main in  such  deposite  bank,  but  at  once  tu  remove  such 
excess  to  other  places  of  deposite,  fur  the  purpose  of 
q  ualisation." 

The  duly  enjoined  upon  the  Secretary,  under  these 
provisions  of  the  deposite  bill,  was  clear  and  tzplicit, 
and  that  duty  was  promptly  met  and  failhrully  perform- 
ed. The  banks  were  selected  with  as  little  delay  as  pos. 
aibtei  and  the  document  now  on  the  table  will  show  how 
early  these  transfera  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  tqusl- 
isaiion,  and  to  prevent  any  bank  retaining  in  deposite,  of 
the  public  money,  an  amount  btyond  three  fourths  of 
its  capital,  '*fur  any  longer  time  than  was  neeesury." 
So  much  for  ihe  charge  made  against  the  Secretary  at 
the  time  for  neglecting  to  execute  ihe  deposite  bill. 

But  when  the  money  began  to  be  moved,  after  the  ad- 
ditional deposite  banks  had  been  selected,  and  aftt-r  due 
notice  had  been  given  to  those  banks  which  then  held  in 
deposite,  of  the  public  mnney,  an  amount  beyond  three 
fouttbs  uf  their  capital,  that  they  mubt  prepare  to  make 
the  requisite  (ransfc-ra,  then,  furaooth,  a  universal  hue 
and  cry  was  raised  against  (he  Secretary,  for  making  any 
removal  of  any  portion  of  the  public  money,  until  the 
1st  day  of  Jsnuaryi  alleging  that  it  was  arbitrary  and  op- 
pressive on  the  part  of  (he  Secretary,  not  required  by 
the  letter  or  by  the  spirit  of  the  act|  and  that  such  an 
unreascmable  proceeding  would  produce  unncensary 
<l!Siress  among  tlie  banks^  and  the  unavoidable  ruin  of 
thousands  of  our  mercantile  community.  Thus  blowing 
both  hot  and.cold:  blaming  ihe  Secretary  for  his  pre- 
tended acts  uf  omission,  and  for  hia  real  acts  of  commis- 
sion. Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  I  have 
referredt  ibe  Secretary  doubted  whether  he  should  have 
the  power,  before  the  Ist  day  of  J;<nuar7,  1837,  to  re- 
move from  particular  points  in  any  one  Stxte  where 
there  aliould  be  accumulated  a  great  excess  of  the  pub- 
lic money  to  any  place  beyond  the  limits  of  such  Statet 
and  so  settled  was  the  public  mind  as  (o  the  course  to  be 
pursued  in  such  a  case,  and  so  decided  was  the  public 
aenliment,  that  no  sooner  were  those  doubts  known  to 
exllMt  Uuui  Congreti  puwd  the  »ct  "supplementary  to 


the  act  to  regulate  the  depositea  of  the  public  money,** 
which  provides  **that  nothing  in  the  act  to  which  this  is 
a  sapplenent  shidl  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  nuking  iransfera  from 
banks  in  one  State  or  Territory,  to  banks  in  another 
Slate  or  Territory,  whenever  such  transfers  may  here- 
quired,  in  order  (o  prevent  large  and  inconvenient  acco- 
mulationa  in  particular  place*,  or  in  order  (o  produce  a 
due  rqtulity  and  just  proportiooi  according  to  tli*  pro- 
visions of  said  act." 

The  Secretary  was  bound,  then,  according  to  the 
plain  Knfrlish  of  these  two  acta,  without  delay,  to  set 
himself  ^ bout  removing  from  one  set  of  banks,  which 
then  held  of  the  public  money  an  amount  beyond  three 
fourths  of  (heir  capital,  about  eighteen  and  one  third  miV 
lions  of  dollars,  and  to  deposite  this  in  various  other 
banks  in  the  different  Stalest  and  to  tbii  may  be  added 
twenty-two  millions,  collected  since  the  pasiwe  of  the 
bill.  All  this  was  to  be  done  independent  of  those  pro* 
visions  of  the  act  which  required  that  the  surplus  )n  the 
Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January,  above  five  minions^ 
should  be  deposited  with  the  several  States.  The  mo- 
ney, on  the  passage  of  the  deposite  bill,  which  was  on 
deposite  in  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York,  could  not  bo 
left  in  that  city,  because  the  money  then  there,  and 
what  was  (here  collecttng  monthly  from  imporu,  woahl 
make  an  agg^gate  exceeding  three  fourths  of  Ibeir 
whole  banking  capital.  There  was  in  deposite  in  that 
city,  on  the  Sjd  of  June  last,  about  thirteen  millionsi 
there  is  collected  ordinarily  from  customs,  about  one  and 
a  quarter  million  each  month.  Their  whole  banking 
capital  does  not,  it  is  believed,  exceed  eighleen  millions. 
The  Secretary,  then,  could  not,  without  a  direct  violatioo 
of  his  duty,  have  suffered  this  amount  of  money  there  to 
remain,  even  if  every  banking  company  in  that  city  had 
been  willing  tu  have  been  employed  as  a  depoMtopr.  I 
have  stated  that  (he  Secretary  found  it  necessary,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty,  to  remove  about  eighteen  and  one 
third  millions  of  dollars.  This  very  operation  is  cause 
enough  for  the  pressure  which  exists  in  our  great  com- 
mercial cities.  No  one  at  all  acquainted  with  business, 
but  must  admit  that  every  dollar  of  this  money  had  been 
loaned  by  one  set  of  banks  to  their  eustomersi  and  the 
process  of  (ranaferring  made  it  necessary  to  collect  froa 
those  customers,  for  those  banks,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  removed  to  another  set  of  banks.  This  was  a  real  and 
important  money  transaction.  It  was  not  affair  which 
eouKI  hhve  ordinarily  been  done  without  an  sctual  cot- 
lection  of  ihe  money  from  the  debtors  of  iho  deposito 
banks.  By  the  deposite  bill  itself,  the  banks  which  held 
the  public  money  were  required  to  pay  intereat  on  all 
over  one  fourth  of  the  money  in  depositee  and  it  mus% 
then,  have  been  fairly  presumed  that  the  money  of  tlio 
Government  which  bad  been  placed  in  the  deposite 
banks  was  out  on  loan.  The^fsct  was  sot  and,  as  I  hare 
before  said,  the  very  proeeas  of  collecting  from  one  set 
of  customers  at  one  set  of  banks,  and  paying  over  to  an- 
other,  furnishes  cause  enough  for  the  prevailing  prcs* 
sure. 

Who  does  not  recollect  the  comptsint  made  by  tht 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales  in  1833,  for  ihe  removal  of 
the  deposites  from  that  institution,  less  by  one  lisif  in 
amount  than  changed  places  under  the  late  act  of  Con- 
gress? Who  does  not  recollect  the  pretended  distress 
and  ruin  which  was  alleged  to  be  the  consequence  of 
that  act  of  removal,  whf  n  even  (he  actual  amount  then 
taken  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  waa  not  re- 
moved at  once,  but  rtily  as  needed  to  pay  warrants? 
Where  there  were  grest  excesses  of  the  public  mon^ 
in  any  State,  as  in  New  York,  Louisiana,  and  Miasisnppi, 
it  was  expected  that  the  Secretary  would  at  once  removo 
such  excesses  to  other  States  bariiw  little  or  none  of  tho 
publio  money.  Wbil^ti^^  St|@^^^^  apon 
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niinpm,  Nev  Jerwf  tnd  Delswire  htd  nonet  *nA  be- 
yond kll  question  it  was  this  MiitiiMnt  which  produced 
the  Mipirieinentil  act.  It  wu  then  the  bouoden  duly 
of  (be  SeercUry  to  take  fran  thoie  points  where  it  hid 
secuoiulMed  too  OMich,  ud  to  put  the  msiKy  where 
tkere  wtM  m  deficiency.  He  woald  have  been  hiae  to 
hi*  doty,  he  would  hare  faited  to  hav*  aniwered  public 
czpectalkm,  ir  he  had  not  fkme  thia.  He  was  bound  to 
mke  tt>ese  tranafen  and  thne  ehan|fea  h  gradual  and 
as  cAay,  and  in  a  way  to  produce  w  liUle  wdden  fl'ictu* 
atton  aa  poanble.  To  make  them,  he  waa  under  an  im- 
perious oblifi^tion.  But  the  deposite  bill  hat  other  im* 
portMt  provisions,  impoainp  other  and  difFerenl  duties 
and  obligatiofte  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He 
wij  required  to  make  an  equalisation  of  the  pubhc  mo- 
ney among  the  Stales,  and  (o  collect  and  to  pay  over  to 
the  Sutes  (with  the  exception  of  fire  millions)  what 
shooM  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January,  183r. 
Be  wwm,  m  truth,  to  prepare  to  apportion  among  the 
State!  nearly  forty  millionB  of  dolbrsi  and  on  the  1st  of 
January  he  was  to  depoaite  one  fourth  of  the  sum  with 
tbe  Stales*  in  propnrtion  to  their  represenution  in  both 
RouiCi  of  Congresai  and  tht  whole  surplus  then  in  the 
Treaaury  was  to  be  transferred  on  or  before  the  1st  day 
nf  October  from  the  depoaite  banks,  and  placed  with  the 
several  Sutesi  and  this  part  of  the  duly  of  the  Secreta- 
ry baa  been  commenced  and  prosecuted  with  as  little 
enbarrassment  as  possible  to  the  commercial  and  mer> 
caotiJe  ooouiwnity.  Tbe  distribtition  baa  not  yet  all 
taken  pkoet  hr  difTenot.  From  what  has  been  said, 
here  and  elsewhere,  one  would  naturally  infer  that 
tbe  Sccretsry  of  the  Treasury  had  actually  removed 
to  the  several  States  their  respective  proportions  of  the 
aorplua  which  would  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of 
January  next.  Let  us  for  a  moment  see  how  this  matter 
ie-  There  is  now  in  New  York  sn  excess  of  six  millionsf 
and  when  Congress  adjourned,  New  York  had  in  depoa- 
ite aearl^  thirteen  miluona.  Upon  the  baMt  of  dividing 
MHHig  the  Sutes  thhiy-sereo  million^  she  wouM  be  en- 
tilled  to  retain  only  a  little  over  five  midionf.  She  has 
■o*  ia  depoaite,  as  appears  from  the  last  returns,  eleven 
aniHions  and  six  hundred  thmisand  dollars.  New  York, 
then,  has  not  been  depleted.  Tbe  collections  there 
made  for  customs  have  very  nearly  kept  pace  with  the 
Innsfers  which  bare  been  ordered  from  that  city. 

There  is  now  an  exceia  in  Uas6achusel'.s  of  over  a  , 
mi  Ttobi  ahe  baa  received  $300,000  more  than  the  had 
when  tbe  bin  passed,  and  she  tben  had  |300,O0O  more 
than  her  ibare  of  thir<y<seven  fnillions.  In  Louisiana 
there  la  an  exceai  of  over  three  millions)  in  Mississippi  one 
and  a  halfi  in  Hissouri  over  a  million;  in  Alabama,  Ohio, 
Indians,  and  Michigan,  there  are  now  excesses  of  the 
public  money,  as  will  appear  by  an  examination  of  the 
table  appended  to  the  annual  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury.  On  the  23d  of  June  Isst,  eighteen  out 
of  ibe  then  twenty-four  Stales  had  less  of  the  public 
HMMey  in  deponte,  within  their  RmitSt  than  they  would 
be  entKled  to  have  under  the  provittons  of  the  depente 
act;  while  New  York,  Masnchusetlt,  Louisiana,  Mis- 
fusippi,  Missouri,  and  Alabama,  then  had  and  now  hare 
execaacaiand  not  a  single  one  of  the  eirhteen,  by  Irans- 
hrs,  baa  yet  received  its  proportion  of  the  thirty-seven 
Rtil&ODa.  The  Secretary  clearly  had  the  power  to  fill 
up  and  equalise  the  wholet  his  forbearance  atone  has 
saved,  as  I  have  reanrked,  if  not  the  banks  themselves, 
certaialy  many  of  the  commercial  community,  from  en- 
tire ruin,  for  I  am  most  free  to  admit  that  the  pres- 
ent dMrea*  and  pecuniary  pressure  is  most  severe. 
What  would  have  been  the  consequences  if  the  Secre- 
tary bad  caused  to  be  transferred  the  whole  thirty-seven 
milliona,  can  belter  be  inugined  than  deiicribed. 

1  have  said  that  Ohio  and  Indiana  have  now  an  ex<;es9. 
The  fiact  is  aoi  and  it  artsct  from  tbe  satefltrf  the(.ubtie 


lands  in  Indiana.  The  nearest  depowte  banks  to  Indiana 
are  those  in  Ohio.  The  banks  in  Indians,  and  they  are 
all  employed,  have  now  an  excess  beyond  the  propor- 
tion of  that  State  of  nearly  a  million.  The  Secretary 
waa  bound  to  make  transfersf  from  tinae  to  time,  f^om 
those  banks,  and  hence  it  accounts  fof  some  of  the  trans* 
fers  to,  and  deposite  in,  Ohio. 

Upon  the  basis  of  depositing  thirty -seven  millTona  with 
the  S'stes,  from  the  last  retuma,  it  wilt  appear  that  Maine 


is  deficient  in  the  sum  of     •         •         -  (700.000 

New  Hampshire      ....  350,000 

Vermont      .....  700,000 

Connecticut  ■  350,000 

New  Jersey  .....  460,000 

Pennaylrania           ....  1,080,000 

Virginia        -          .          .          .       ■    .  1,600,000 

North  Carolina        ....  l,3OO,C0O 

South  Carolina        ....  400,000 

Georgia   800,000 

Tennessee    .....  1,580,000 


And  that  Rhode  Island,  Delaware,  Illinois,  Arkansss, 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  are  alao  deficient,  which  deffcien- 
cies  make  an  sggrefrale  of  more  than  ten  millionsi  and 
at  the  same  time,  of  the  five  millions  left  in  the  Treas- 
ury, not  less  tlisn  three  and  a  half  would  ordinarily  bo 
required  in  the  States  above  named. 

Tlte  Secretary  has  begun  gradually,  proceeded  grad- 
ually, and  will  accomptiih  gradually,  the  depositee 
emmig  the  States.  The  whole  cannot  be  completed 
until  the  1st  of  October,  183r(  mfire  than  half  will 
have  to  be  done  afier  tbe  Ist  of  January. 

It  has  been  said,  by  way  of  objection  to  the  course  of 
the  Sccretsry  of  the  Treasury,  that  all  this  should  hare 
been  done  by  keeping  the  whole  money  in  tbe  great 
commercial  cities  until  wanted.  That  officer  would  have 
been  faithless  in  the  performance  of  his  public  duty  had 
be  so  done.  Tbe  deposite  bill  was  paased  to  remove 
such  great  accumulations  of  tbe  public  money  to  places 
of  greater  aecurlty.  This  was  an  aivument  repeatedly 
urged  in  favor  of  the  bill.  It  was  alleged  that  so  great 
had  been  the  accumulation  at  particular  pointa,  that  th« 
public  money  in  some  of  the  deposite  banks  was  insecure. 
It'  was  matter  of  constant  complaint,  that  immense 
amounts  were  in  New  York  and  Boston,  giving  to  them 
great  and  exclusive  privileges  in  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment funds.  It  waa  contended  that  the  money  should 
be  carried  home  to  the  respective  States  in  just  propor- 
tions, and  there  drpostted,  for  the  use  of  the  peopio 
from  whom  it  was  collected  and  to  whom  it  belonged. 
And  I  sgain  repeat  that  the  Secretary  was  bound  to 
make  the  transfers  with  all  reasonable  despatch.  He 
has  done  it;  and  in  doing  this  be  has  done  but  his  duty. 
And  when  the  present  excitement  shall  have  paaaed 
away,  and  men  shall  consult  their  reason  more,  and  their 
pasiiions  less,  I  hssard  nothing  in  saying  that  the  dellber. 
ate  judgment  of  tbe  community  will  be,  that,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  deposite  bill,  the  Secretary  has  done  no 
more  tlian  his  duty. 

These  transfrrs  from  the  great  depots,  from  our  com- 
mercial cities,  could  not  fail  to  produce  disorder  and 
embarrassment  tn  exchanges,  and  pressure  in  tbe  money 
market,  among  business  men.  It  was  anticipated.  I 
well  recollect,  on  my  way  home  in  July  tail,  that  tbe 
very  consequences  which  have  taken  place  were  then 
represented  as  effects  which  must  result  from  the  execu- 
tion of  the  deposite  bill.  It  was  said  that  it  could  not 
be  otherwiaet  that  the  commercial  eitiea  which  had  re- 
ceived the  money,  and  which  bad  loaned  tbe  money, 
would  be  obliged  lo  collect  the  money  for  other  places 
and  thus  a  sensible  embarrassment  would  be  thereby  tin- 
avo'dable.  Hut  is  that  of  itself  any  reaaon  why  Dela- 
ware and  Tenneasee,  Kentuclty  anHVew  Jenf  b  Hoar 
Hampshtre  and  VcraonQiiliefiiit)Alwii|^i^tion 
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of  Ibe  public  money,  as  well  u  New  York,  Louitiuwi 
Mamcbut'eiiB,  and  H:uissippif 

It  wu  far  better  Tor  the  inerchanti  thetmelves  to  part 
with  the  money  by  degrees,  to  commence  before  Janua- 
ry. ItbM  been  aaid  Cwitha  view  ofBhowinK  that  an  un- 
necessary preaiUFe  haa  arigen  from  the  manner  of  exe- 
cuting the  deposite  bill)  that  the  United  Slates  Bank 
paid  the  national  debt  without  any  distren.  That  i«  by 
no  meana  a  parallel  cue:  but  even  that  was  not  done 
wilbuut  aome  time  and  indulgence  bein|f  extended  to 
that  institution.  That  debt  was  paid  as  it  was  due,  in 
the  great  cities,  and  not  in  the  interior.  Out  portions 
oF  it  have  been  just  as  well  paid  by  the  depoiile  banks 
nnce  1B33,  as  by  tlie  Hank  of  the  United  States  prior 
to  1833.  But  the  two  cases  arc  unlike.  Dcpositcs  with 
the  Stfttes  are  not  to  be  paid  to  creditors  in  our  great 
cities,  but  to  States  at  a  distance,  sod  in  the  iuteriof]  and 
bence  th^  cause  of  lha  cxiatinp  pressure  and  derange- 
nent.  But  llie  main,  the  moving,  the  original  cause  of 
■11  the  pecuniary  distress  which  has  occurred,  may  be 
traced  to  the  excessive  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  It  was 
the  fact  that  our  Governmrnt  liad  thirty  or  forty  oiillions 
of  dollars  unemployed  in  the  deposile  bi-nkii,  not  requi- 
ed  to  meet  the  neceaury  VLanisof  the  (jovernmemi  it 
was  this  great  accumulation  of  money,  this  enormous 
amount  of  unappropriaitd  funds,  that  induced  specula- 
tion and  overtrading.  I1ie  natiunal  debt  liad  been  fully 
disclurged.  The  compromise  act  led  to  the  belief 
that  the  tariff  would  remain  undisturbedi  that  of  course 
the  receipts  from  customs  and  from  lands  would  greatly 
exceed  the  public  expenditures.  This  stale  of  unexam- 
pled and  unprecedented  national  prosperity,  these  ex- 
traordinaiy  resources  of  the  country,  have  produced  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  revulutions  in  the  business  of 
the  country  which  has  taken  place  since  the  close  of  the 
Berolution. 

Witliin  tlie  last  eighteen  months  the  capital  of  the 
country  has,  to  a  certain  extent,  tnkcn  a  new  direction. 
It  has  changed  hands;  it  ii  no  longer  under  tlie  control 
of  our  commercial  and  mercantile  communiiy,  a  com- 
munity which  is  now  more  severely  and  intensely  suflTer- 
iog  from  the  pressure  tlian  any  other  class.  1  say  that 
it  was  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  i(  was  the  amount  of 
unemployed  public  money,  which  lias  brought  this  evil 
upon  us;  which  has  induced  every  species  of  speculation; 
wnich  has  quickened  the  zeal,  animated  the  spirit,  and 
put  in  requisition  all  (he  active  energies  uf  the  adventu- 
rer. The  history  of  the  times  shows  that  there  have 
been  most  unprecedented  speculations  and  ovcr-lradioR. 
Speculations  not  in  the  public  lands  only,  but  in  Blocks, 
in  banks,  in  railroads,  in  canals,  in  lots,  in  every  thing 
that  the  wit  of  mtn  could  devise.  This  mania  for  spec- 
ulation has  pervaded  our  whole  country;  it  hu  readi- 
ed the  villages  of  New  England;  and  but  lew  indiv  iduala 
have  entirely  escaped  from  its  influence. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  course  pursued  by  some  uf  the 
banki  thetnselvtsbBS  contributed  lo  bring  about  the  pres- 
ent stHte  of  things.  The  meanspT  those  inbtituiiunB  have 
been  employed,  not  as  usual,  in  the  transaction  uf  the 
regular  business  of  our  mercantile  community,  but  in 
the  abavinic  of  nt  tta,  exchanges,  and  slocks.  'I  he  atven 
or  eight  milKons  of  the  money  ofihe  Guveniment  now 
tn  the  Bank  of  th*  United  State*,  it  may  be  presumed, 
has  been  in  active  use  in  that  way.  To  these  may  be 
added  the  great  pressure  now  ex'sling  in  the  money 
maiket  of  England,  which  has  produced  its  effects  here. 
In  my  judgment,  these  have  been  among  the  causes 
which  have  aided  in  producing  (he  present  stale  uf  things. 
It  i«  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  only  be  temporary;  it  is  lo 
be  hoped  that  the  crisis  has  already  passed;  that  the  good 
■enae,  the  high  intelligence,  the  pure  patriotism  of  our 
commercial  and  mercantile  community,  will  be  able  lo 
bring  to  a  speedy  end  this  urn  xsmplcd,  this  mvbl  extra- 


ordinary, this  violent  pecuniary  pressure  In  our  cittca.  It 
baa  been  swd  that  the  pressure  la  not  aa  great  as  ia  rep- 
reaented.  I  know  it  lo  be  most  severe.  When  the 
best  notes  in  our  cities  are  sold  at  a  diacouDtf  and  sold  ao 
as  lo  yitid  an  interest  of  two,  three,  and  even  four  per 
cent,  per  month;  let  no  one  say  that  tlie  pr«ssure  ia  etere 
pretence.  It  is  an  awful  and  cruel  reality.  It  is  bat  the 
effect  of  our  own  policy.  If  we  had  leii  in  the  pockeU 
of  the  people  the  money  not  wanted  for  the  ordinary 
uses  of  the  Government,  if  we  had  prevented  the  accu- 
mulation  of  such  an  enormous  surplus,  if  we  had  been 
compelled  annually  to  contract  loans  to  meet  curreot 
expenditures,  business  would  not  have  been  diverted 
from  iu  accustomed  channels,  wild  speculation  would 
not  have  stalked  throufth  our  land,  and  the  present  pres- 
sure and  distreu  would  not  have  been  felt.  We  ^louM, 
Mr.  President,  now  unite  in  preventing  the  repetition  of 
the  evil,  by  removing  its  cause.  The  surplus  found  in 
your  Treasury  was  the  original  cause  of  the  preaeni  pres. 
sure.  It  was  our  acts  of  the  last  session  which  were 
auxiliary  in  bringing  about  the  present  stale  of  thiuga. 
1  know  that  it  is  very  convenient  to  make  theorgana  of 
Congress  (while  faithfully,  but  fcbearlngly,  executing 
the  laws)  scapegoats,  not  only  f*""  (lie  effects  erf  those 
laws,  but  for  all  the  improvidence,  rasliness,  over-tra- 
ding, and  speculation,  ol  Kurope  as  well  aa  of  A-tttt  nca. . 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  in  answer  tu  the  charge 
made  against  the  Secretary,  fur  ihe  course  pureued  by 
him  in  the  execution  of  the  dcpoiite  bill  1  ahouM  not 
have  troubled  the  Senate  with  any  remarks,  bad  I  not 
wished  to  avail  maself  of  this  opportunity  to  apeak  of 
that  measure.  1  gave  my  vote  in  favor  of  that  bill,  and 
1  have  reason  tu  believe  that  that  vote  has  received  the 
decided  sanction  uf  the  yeomanry  of  New  Uampahire. 
The  bill  passed  both  liuuseaof  Congress  by  unesounplcd 
majorilies  and  yet  the  minority  in  the  Senate,  aa  well  as 
in  the  House  of  Kepreienlativcs,  comprise  aoroe  of  our 
most  distinguished  statesmen  snd  purest  psiriots.  I1ie 
bill,  as  il  passed,  was  most  empliatically  and  most  truly 
nothing  mure  nor  test  than  a  bill  for  the  regulation,  de- 
posiie,  and  ufe  keeping  of  the  cumn:on  treasure  of  the 
whole  country.  There  is  no  room  fur  doubt,  with  re- 
■pect  lo  the  character  of  that  miasure.  1'hc  thirteenth 
section  uf  that  bill,  among  other  things,  provtdea  Ihat 
the  States  receiving  their  proportion  of  the  surplus  aludl 
pledge  their  faith  "to  pay  tlie  said  moneys,  and  every 
part  thereof,  from  time  to  lime,  whenever  the  same  bhsll 
be  required  by  the  Secretary  uf  the  Treasury,  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  any  wants  uf  the  public  Treasury." 
Whatever  maybe  the  praclical  operation  of  this  nteasurr, 
it  was  regarded  at  the  time  in  no  other  light  than  a  bill 
to  regulate  Uie  local  banks,  having  the  public  money  in 
depuhite,  and  to  transfer  from  those  banks  portioiia  of 
the  common  fund  Iu  places  of  greater  security,  the  re- 
spective treasuries  of  the  several  States.  1  eannol  be- 
lieve Ihat  among  ihnse  (ben  belonging  to  the  Senate, 
who  gave  Iu  Ihis  bill  their  support,  there  was  a  single  in< 
dividual  of  the  number,  uho  would  for  a  moment  coun- 
tenance the  idea  of  taxing,  directly  or  indirectly,  the  peo- 
ple for  the  purpose  of  distributing  money  lo  thtr .peO)>lc. 
I  never  couhl  have  yielded  my  auent  to  any  such  prin- 
ciple; and,  in  voting  for  the  ilcpoMte  bill,  no  Senucr 
could  believe  that  be  was  thereby  yielding  his  assent  to 
any  such  doctrine.  1  hold  it  to  be  subversive  of  the  very 
foundation  upon  which  rests  our  representative  Govern- 
ment. Such  a  pr'>ncl|de  is  opposed  to  tlie  beat  and  pu- 
rest feelings  of  patriotism;  tu  the  letter,  the  spirit,  the 
genius,  uf  uur  free  inslitutions.  Inevercuuld  liave  given 
my  vote  for  this  hilt  as  a  distribution  bill.  I'hia  clwrac- 
ler  has  been  must  unjually  given  lo  this  measure  htre 
and  elsewhere.  The  Senatur  from  Uisaisnppi  ia  mlaia- 
ken  If  he  supposes  that  il  is  so  understuud  by  the  gteat 
bwly  of  the  people  of:^^^^MI]^i^^T9<[^¥V>ve  act  of 
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New  'HampAire  sbovt  matt  eleftriy  ihe  sentiments  of 
that  State  witb  reference  to  this  meuure.  Sbe  hu  vo- 
t«I  to  reedve  ber  portioD  of  the  monrjrt  but  tlie  Irgislt- 
tion  of  that  State  has  most  sacredly  f^urded  the  princi- 
pal as  rightfully  twlonginr  to  the  United  Slateat  that 
wtiile  ahe  considers  herself  justly  entitled  to  the  benefi- 
enl  use  of  her  portion  of  the  uirplus,  su  long  as  it  shall 
mmin  uncalled  for,  she  holds  the  principal  to  be  of  right 
the  property  of  Ihe  General  Government.  It  is  true  that 
New  Hampshire  by  bi-r  act  Will  depoute  her  share  of  the 
fimd  amoi^  the  several  tawoi  of  that  State  for  safe  keep- 
ing. But  the  State  possesses  the  power,  by  ber  distress 
warrants,  to  enforce  cullection  at  any  time,  against  any 
town  vbicb  ahould  neglect  or  reluM  to  pay  when  de- 
manded; and  the  pending  act  subjects  (he  tovn  lo  in- 
dictment, in  case  any  part  of  the  principal  of  the  money 
(herein  deposited  should  be  used  for  any  purposet  and 
the  court'  are  required  to  itnpoae  on  such  a  town  a  fine- 
equal  to  tbe  part  of  the  principal  thus  appropriated,  and 
to  isMW  execution  ^inst  any  such  town,  lo  be  leried 
and  collected  in  the  usual  mode.  Thus  had  his  own 
Sute  managed  in  relalion  to  this  matter)  and  gentlemen 
nay  be  assured  that  whenever  occasion  Bhall  demand 
that  any  portion  of  ihia  money  should  be  returned  to  the 
natranal  Treasury,  for  the  ase  of  Ihe  t^nenl  Govern- 
ment, that  State  will  promptly  and  properly  comply  with 
soch  a  demand. 

(  did  not  connder  that,  when  I  gave  my  vote  in  favor 
of  that  bil^  I  was  in  efiVct  making  a  donation  to  tbe 
sererai  Ststea.  Hy  purpose  was  merely  to  add  to  the 
phces  of  deposite.  To  give  to  the  Slates  the  use  of  a 
portion  of  the  public  money*  instead  of  confining  the  use 
CKchjnvcly  to  the  banks,  it  was  nut  my  purpose  longer 
lo  leave  all  tbe  public  funds  in  Ihe  deposile  bank!<,  which 
were  under  the  eiclusive  control  of  the  Government. 
I  knew  fall  well  that  it  was  tbe  earnest  wish  of  the  head 
af  Ihe  Treasury  Department  lo  be  relieved  from  tbe  re- 
sponribility,  the  care  and  control  of  tbe  public  treasurei 
wh^ver  Bright  be  said  of  the  desire  of  this  administra- 
tion to  exercise  an  unlimited  dominion  over  Ihe  public 
purse,  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  himself  was  extreme-  : 
I5  solicitous  to  be  delivered  from  that  particular  charge. 

In  voting  for  this  bill,  I  gave  in  no  assent  lo  the  policy  of  < 
»  aysleBalietdislribution — nothing  could  have  been  fur- 
ther from  my  mind.  The  money  wu  on  hand,  and  no 
RgulatMHi  CH  the  tariflT  coutd  have  any  effea  upon  tbe 
mccomolalion  then  in  (he  Treasuryt  no  public  or  private 
appropfiatiooB,  necessarily  called  for,  could  exhaust  the 
fnad.  The  qaestion  was,  what  shall  be  done  with  it? 
How  can  it  be  disposed  of  until  the  same  shall  be  required  ? 
The  question  was  answered— wisely,  Judiciously,  and 
properly  answered — by  the  passage  of  the  deposite  bill. 
The  qocstioQ  now  is,  what  can  be  done  to  prevent  any 
fnrthcr  surplus?  It  is  an  important  question— it  should 
be  veil  conridered.  For  one,  I  would  deore,  in  some 
way  or  other,  to  bring  down  Ihe  revenue  to  a  point  be- 
low tbe  ordinary  wants  of  the  Government.  1  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  that  an  economical  expenditure  of  llie 
pubfic  money  canonly  be  attained  by  being  absolutely  re- 
qaired,  year  following  year,  to  devise  ways  and  means 
to  meet  current  expenses.  Ii  would  be  far  better,  fur 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  nation,  to  be  obliged  to 
borrow  annuiUly,  "rather  than  be  obliged  to  tax  our  inge- 
maXy  how  to  dispote  of  surpluses.  Our  expenditure 
should  never  be  ftHved  to  absorb  our  means.  But  means 
should  ha  forced  to  meet  our  expenditure . 

f  have  said,  Mr.  President,  atl  that  I  wish  lo  say  upon 
the  deposite  bill  of  Ihe  last  session,  and  upon  ihe  man. 
oer  oThs  execution.  And  if  the  effects  of  this  measure, 
and  of  the  specie  circular,  shall  be  to  cheek  the  spirit  of 
speculation  which  is  lAroad  in  the  land,  lo  confine  ttvde, 
eaaaflsereialand  OKrcantile  enterprise,  within  their  proper 
NaHsi  if  tbe  effects  sball  be  to  render  secure  the  public 


funds,  and  to  preserve  tbe  public  domain  for  the  legiti- 
mate benefit  of  llie  General  Government,  llien  we  shall 
not  fail  to  rejoice  at  their  adoption. 

Mr.  HosB&BD  liaving  concluded  his  remarks, 

Hr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  inquired  whether  he  was  to 
understand  Hr.  H.  as  including  in  his  argument  of  justi- 
fication the  discrimination  made  in  Ihe  order  between 
citizens  of  diifcrent  States  of  the  Union,  requiring  of  one 
class  to  pay  gold  and  silver,  and  permitting  the  other  to 
pay  in  the  ordinary  currency.' 

Mr.  HUBBARD  replied  that  he  had  not  turned  bis 
attention  to  that  point,  considering  it  as  having  been 
suflleiently  met  in  the  able  speech  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Brittok.] 

Hr.  MORRIS  obtained  the  floor  for  to-morrow;  and 
then 

The  Senate  went  into  executive  business;  after  which. 
The  Senate  a^oumed. 

WiDNEsniT,  December  28. 
UNEXPENDED  APPROPRIATIONS. 

After  disposing  of  the  usual  morning  business, 
Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  move  Ihe  printing  of  the  dtwu- 
ment  from  the  Treasury  Department,  which  had  been 
called  for  on  his  motion,  and  had  come  in  a  few  days 
ago.  It  wu  a  document  showing  the  unexpended  bal- 
ances of  appropriations  which  would  remain  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  Ist  day  of  January  next,  the  amount 
of  each  balancf,  Ihe  object  to  which  it  was  applicable, 
and  Ihe  date  uf  Ihe  law  by  which  Ihe  appropriation  was 
made,  li  was  the  ampliflcation  and  substantiation  of 
that  part  of  the  President's  message  si  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  in  which  be  said  that  these  unex- 
pended balances  were  estimated  at  $14,636,062,  exceed- 
ing hy  $9,636,063  tbe  amount  which  will  be  left  in  the 
deposite  bankii,  and  which  are  outstanding  appropria- 
tions, to  be  met  by  reimbursements  from  the  States,  if 
the  revenue  fell  short  of  meeting  them;  and  that  this 
large  smotint  unexpended  was  the  eflect  of  the  lateness 
of  the  period  at  which  Ihe  appropriations  had  been 
made.  This  fourteen  and  a  half  millions  has  been  called 
a  surplus,  for  which  the  Government  has  no  use;  snd  it 
would  seem  that  some  States,  acting  on  this  idea,  were 
for  treating  the  deposite  act  as  a  disiribut-on  law,  and 
using  Ihe  money  deposited  with  them,  as  if  the  Govern- 
ment in  reality  had  no  use  for  it.  Nothing  (he  said) 
could  be  more  erroneous  than  Ibis  ides.  This  fourteen 
and  a  half  millions  were  not  a  surplus  but  appropriated 
money — appropriated  loo  late  to  be  used  this  year,  but 
remaining  applicable  to  its  objects,  under  the  act  of 
1795,  for  two  full  years  after  the  year  in  which  the  ap- 
propriation was  made.  The  document  contains  s  de- 
tailed statement  of  each  object,  and  in  the  list  vouhl  be 
found  objects  belonging  to  every  branch  of  the  public 
service;  snd  every  State  would  find  some  objects  near 
and  dear  to  itself,  and  for  which  Ihe  State  bad  been 
long  soliciting.  Among  these  objects,  were  the  branch 
mints  in  the  South  and  In  New  Orleans,  the  custom- 
houses in  Boston  snd  New  York,  the  Treasury  and 
Patent  OfHces  in  this  city,  ftiany  furlification^  road^  and 
block-houses,  west  of  Missouri  an<l  Arkansas,  hall  a 
dozen  Indian  tribes,  anil  among  them  tlie  Cherokee 
treaty,  on  which  alone  the  balance  was  $4,2*5,000.  This 
latter  was  a  good  sppcimen  of  the  whole  of  these  del»ed 
appropriations,  and  illustrated  the  manner  practised  at 
the  Ust  session  to  create  an  unavoidable  surplus.  First, 
Itie  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  kept  off  to  the  last  pos- 
sible moment,  snd  then  all  possible  exertions  made  to 
defeat  it;  then  the  appropriation  law  under  the  treaty 
was  kept  off  to  the  Ust  passible  moment,  and  then  all 
possible  efforts  made  to  defeat  It.  finally.  00  the  Sd 
day  of  July,  the  spprop^MbP*ffl<i)@gW 
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Jobn  RoH^  k  true  coadjutor  of  the  Mrplui  pftrty,  went 
home  to  prevenLthe  ladUni  from  rrceivinff  the  moneyt 
end  luceeeded;  and  so  etved  this  Tour  millioM  and  % 
qu&rter  for  diitribution,  si  i  part  of  that  unaroidable 
wrplui  fur  which  the  Statei  are  told,  and  even  Georgia 
hf  ruiru  told)  the  Federal  UoTernment  has  no  lue !  Now, 
there  waa  some  uie  for  this  four  and  a  quarter  tnilliona. 
The  United  Slatea  would  have  to  raiae  it  otberwiae,  if 
■he  did  not  get  it  back  from  the  Stateii  for  tlie  com|Mel 
with  Oeorria*  made  thirty<rour  yrara  ago,  and  by  wbidi 
the  United  States  obtained  AUbama  and  Hiiwssipp'r, 
will  have  to  be  carried  into  eft'..ct.  And  ao  of  every  ob- 
ject mentioned  in  the  document.  There  were  above 
two  hundred  of  these  objects,  and  money  would  have  to 
be  provided  for  carrying  etch  of  them  into  cfiVctt  for 
they  were  not  of  •  nature  to  be  abandoned)  and  this 
hnid  of  mine,  (said  Mr.  B.,  putting  his  finger  to  his 
forehead,)  this  bead  of  mine,  as  belonging  to  a  member 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  was  now  occupied  witli  this 
subject,  and  was  considering  how  far  dutiea  could  be 
reduced,  and  how  far  they  would  have  to  be  kept  up, 
and  what  tax  otherwise  unnecessary  must  be  retained  to 
supply  the  place  of  these  fourteen  and  a  half  millions,  if 
the  depoute  act  is  perverted  by  any  of  the  States  into  a 
diatribotion  law.  Now,  he  wanted  thia  fact  carried 
home  to  the  people  of  the  Statea  in  such  form  that  U 
could  not  be  disputed.  He  would  therefore  move  to 
have  thit  document  printed,  and  Ave  copies  sent  to  the 
Governor  of  each  State,  ten  copies  sent  to  each  branch 
of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  1,000  extra  eopiei  be  sup* 
plied  to  the  Senate  for  its  distribution. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  to  make  a  very  few  remarks  on 
the  very  extraordinary  motion  of  the  Senator  fiom  Mis* 
Bouri,  wid  to  ask  fur  the  yeas  and  najs  on  the  question. 
The  sending  out  this  paper  in  the  manner  proposed 
would  make  an  erroneous  impression  on  the  minds  of 
those  to  whom  it  would  be  sent,  and  would  be  an  unusu* 
al  departure  from  the  ordinary  practice  of  the  Senate. 
Did  not  every  Senator  know  that  there  was  a  large 
amount  left  in  the  Treasury,  say  Ave  millions  of  dollars, 
by  the  deposite  law  of  the  last  session,  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  these  balances?  Did  not  every  Senator  know 
that,  by  the  report  of  the  Secrettry  of  the  Treasuiy, 
there  were  three  millions  of  dolbirs  of  these  appropria* 
tions  that  would  not  be  wanted,  and  were  therefore 
trmnaferred  to  the  surplui  fund  in  pursuance  of  a  bland- 
ing  law?  And  was  there  not,  besides,  a  large  sum  in  the 
hands  of  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  Government^  He 
knew  (Mr.  C.  said)  l^t  every  exertion  would  be  made 
in  order  to  4efeai  the  deposite  bill  at  thia  session.  He 
knew  well  that  the  battle  was  yet  to  be  fought— a  battle 
in  which  the  people  would  be  on  one  side,  and  ilie 
office-holders  and  office-seekers  on  the  other.  While 
up,  he  would  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
make  one  remark  in  reference  to  the  report  of  that 
committee  on  the  bill  introduced  by  him  a  few  days  since, 
and,  much  against  his  wishes,  referred  lo  them.  They 
had  reported  against  the  bill,  and  it  was  not  strange  that 
they  should  do  so,  because  a  minority  of  that  committee 
were  three  out  of  the  six  who  voted  sgainst  the  deposite 
bill  at  the  Isst  session.  But  what  he  complained  of  was, 
that  they  had  reported  it  without  one  single  word  of  ex- 
planation) the  chairman  simp^  saying  that  he  was  in- 
structed by  the  committee  to  move  for  its  indefinite 
postponement.  He  would  now  atk  the  chairman  on 
what  grounds  he  had  reported  against  this  bill.'  Was  it 
because  the  committee  were  satisfied  that  (here  would 
not  be  a  aurplusf  If  so,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  let  us  know  iu 
1  shall  be  glsd  to  bear  that  such  was  tbcir  reason,  be- 
cause it  is  a  debatable  proposition.  Was  it  because  they 
would  not  have  the  surplus  deposited  with  the  States? 
If  this  was  the  case,  it  wasdirectlycootrsry  to'.be  known 
KBse  of  that  body,  cxprtntd  almost  luuniaMusly  at  tbt 


last  sesHon.  He  could  aesrecly  beUcve  that  tbc  oowMt- 
tee  reported  agsittst  (he  bill  on  such  grounds.  WHb 
the  denunciations  of  the  President  bimaelf  against  the 
corrupting  influence  of  a  large  surplus  in  the  Treasury, 
and  his  declarations  that  the  worst  diaposii'ion  that  coold 
be  made  of  it  was  to  let  it  remain  in  the  deposite  bank*, 
he  did  suppose  that  the  eommiUee  could  not  cootca- 
plate  either  result.  He  could  not  believe  but  that,  froai 
courteqr,  tha  chairman  would  make  such  a  report  as 
would  put  the  Senate  in  poesrsiion  of  tlic  gnxradB  oa 
which  the  committee  objected  to  the  bill. 

Ur.  WRIGHT  replied,  that  this  was  Dot  a  tnore  dis- 
tinct call  than  he  bad  had  on  different  occasiona  from 
the  gentleman  from  South  Car>'lina,  for  eiplanationa  in 
regard  to  subjects  which  had  come  under  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee  of  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  waa 
an  h-imble  member.  It  would  save  the  Senate  some 
time,  if  subjects  were  debated  when  they  were  under 
consideration  before  the  Senate,  and  not  incidentally  and 
collaterally.  For  his  own  part,  be  should  be  willing  (o 
answer  any  questions,  after  a  subject  should  bare  bees 
before  the  committee,  and  come  up  for  debate,  in  the 
best  manner  he  was  able.  But  he  should  not  boM  him- 
self bound,  at  the  call  of  any  Senator,  to  enter  upon  a 
debate  on  the  merits  of  any  proposition  not  before  the 
body,  although  it  may  have  been  reported  upon  by  (be 
committee.  When  (be  honorable  Senator*a  bill  abeuld 
come  before  the  Senate,  then  he  would  hold  himself 
bound,  as  •  member  of  the  committee,  to  state  the  rea- 
tons  which  governed  their  acts  but  not  now,  upon  a 
question  of  printing  a  document  that  had  no  retottoo  to 
the  subjecti  and  he  hoped  that  he  should  nut  be  consid- 
ered by  the  Senator,  and  the  Senate,  aa  wmntiog  ia 
courtesy  in  not  complying  with  thu  request  made  of  himi 
for  be  had  made  it  a  rule  of  action  to  treat  questioni^  in< 
dependent  in  their  character,  at  sepsrate  and  ^lincl 
periods.  This  practice  he  had  endeavored  to  carry  out 
as  far  as  possible,  and  he  should  do  so  now*  and  wheth- 
er the  course  of  the  committee  should  be  approved  or 
disapproved,  he  hoped  it  might  be  decided  when  the 
bill  came  up,  and  not  in  an  incidental  manner. 

Ur.  CALHOUN  said,  that  although  he  very  much  re- 
gretted that  they  were  not  to  have  a  deuiled  reportt  ytt 
be  must  be  pemitied  to  say  that  be  thooght  tbe  eourst 
of  the  committee  a  very  unusual  one.  A  bill  of  ackuowl- 
edged  importance,  if  he  might  judge  from  the  Pr««- 
dent's  message  and  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treaa* 
ury,  together  with  the  course  of  tbe  Senate  last  seaaion, 
was,  after  a  full  debate,  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Finance,  because  that  committee  was  particularly  con- 
stituted to  advise  on  the  subjects  to  which  it  relateidi  yet 
that  oomnuttee  treated  it  as  one  of  the  most  inrignifiMnt 
questions,  and  despatched  U  without  a  written  report. 
This  all  might  be  very  right,  but  it  certunly  waa  Tery 
extraordinary  and  unusual. 

He  had  been  there  several  yearly  both  as  prericUng 
officer  and  as  a  member  of  the  body,  and  he  must  aay 
that  this  was  (he  Rrst  time  he  bad  ever  known  a  qucatson 
to  be  put  to  the  chairman  of  a  eommtttce,  whieb  be  re- 
fused  to  answer.  As  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
Statea  of  (fais  Union,  he  must  say  that  he  had  a  right  to 
an  anawer.  The  hill  bad  gone  to  tbe  committee,  bad 
received  its  disapprobation,  and  tbe  committee  ought  to 
let  them  know  the  grounds  on  which  they  objected  to 
It.  If  there  was  no  surplus,  let  us  (said  Mr.  C.)  hear 
lite  committee  say  so.  If  there  was  one,  then,  said  he, 
let  u^hesr  what  objections  the  committee  liave  to  depoa* 
iting  it  with  the  States.  He  made  no  oomphinti^  but  be 
must  aay  that  the  eoorae  of  the  committee  was  very  ex- 
traordinary. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  remarked  that  he  waa  at  all  times  in 
fiivor  of  giving  tu  tbe  people  alLthe  infiaematioa  which 
ctrald  be  coiMDuninf«4.;%d4)f^i^^^v9Vh 
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Govermtn  or  Ibe  I>KMatum  of  tbe  Mveral  SUtei*  in 
relaiion  to  cv«y  labjeet  eonnrated  with  ttio  le|ritUtioD 
of  CoMKMi  Md  be  mm  the  ItH  nun  who  would  witln 
bold  iiJormtion  rrom  hi*  eomtitoenti,  which  could,  hj 
•my  ponibilily,  girc  them  kny  light  upon  UlC  icU  of  their 
represenlatiret. 

He  would  reqiirftt  ihe  SeereUry  of  the  Senate  to  read 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Hiitouri. 
After  it  was  read,  Mr.  H.  rcmarlied  that  the  Teaulution 
VM  M  he  Mpposedi  snd  be  was  entirely  at  a  lou  to 
kaow  what  was  the  pirtieular  object  of  bii  fi-iend  from 
Mimmri,  in  that  part  of  hb  resolution  vbich  required 
that  five  eopiea  of  the  document  referred  to  should  be 
•rat  to  the  GorernorSt  and  that  twenty  copiea  of  the  aame 
document  sboald  be  sent  tu  ihe  LegMaturea,  of  Ihe  9ev> 
eral  States.    From  Ihe  remarlcs  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  it  seemed  to  him  (hat  this  d«cuDient  was  in 
some  way  or  other  to  have  some  efleet  upon  the  depoa- 
ite  ttiU  of  the  last  aes«oni  but  he  could  not  see  in  wliat 
way  the  communication  of  these  doeaments  to  the  Legia< 
latorcs  eooM  have  any  effect  wbatever  upon  their  action 
on  that  bill.   Congress  has  passed  that  bill;  it  was  to 
take  effect  within  a  rery  few  days — on  the  Ist  day  of 
iMMary  next.    The  money  then  in  the  Treasury  was  to 
be  «et  apart^  and  to  be  taken,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  deposite  banks,  and 
transferred  to  tbe  State  ireaaurtes  for  deposite  and  for 
safe  keepinfr.  ia  porsoance  of  (he  particolar  proviaiom  of 
Ac  bill  itsrif. 

71w  printing  of- the  document  may  be  useful  to  the 
Senatet  it  may  be  important  to  them,  for  their  informa- 
lion  and  guidance  with  reference  lo  the  bill  presented  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  to  continue  in  force 
the  depoMie  bill.  But  it  could  nut  be  of  any  practical 
benefit  to  the  L.egialatures  of  the  States,  in  relation  to 
the  bill  of  the  last  aesMon.  Whether  wise^  or  nu^  Con* 
greas  had  passed  that  bill,  and  tbe  States  were  soon  (o 
rscrive  the  benefit  of  ii)  and  he  would  suggest  to  the 
Senator  tbe  propriety  of  so  amending  bia  resolutions  as 
«o  confine  the  printing  for  tbe  use  of  the  Senate,  and  not 
to  require  that  printed  copies  of  this  document  should 
^  sent  to  the  Governors  and  Lepslatures  of  the  several 
States.  With  a  knowledge  of  what  probably  would  be 
ia  the  Treasury  on  tbe  1st  day  of  January,  aa  the  uney- 
pendcd  balaneei  of  former  approprialions  are  very  great, 
and  a  decided  majority  of  the  Senate  gave  their  votes  in 
fcvDroTthe  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session,  it  ecrtatnly 
voold  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  this  document  &ils  to 
give  eorreet  information.  The  gentleman  from  Hisaouri, 
he  presumed,  could  not  desire  lo  have  this  document 
enmmunieated  to  tbe  State  Legislatures,  unlets  he  be- 
Kcved  it  would  impart  useful  information  to  tbem.  And, 
for  one,  he  could  not  but  believe  that  it  was  calculated 
to  oMkean  erroneous  imprearion  upon  the  public  mindi 

mis^ide  and  to  mislead  the  action  of  those  Legists. 
tares  in  relation  to  that  bill.  Without  saying  more  at 
Ihn  time,  be  did  hope  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
wooM  amend  his  motion  as  had  been  su^fested. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  the  Secretary  lo  read  the  csp*' 
tion  of  tbe  document.  I'he  Secretaiy  read  it|  and  Mr. 
B.,  inviting  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  words  uf 
the  caption,  and  that  the  Ist  day  of  January  next  was  the 
time  to  which  the  unexpended  balances  were  computed, 
painted  tmX  that  Ibis  was  exclusive  of  sums  whl^  might 
ke  in  tbe  bands  of  diabuniing  officers^  and  which,  though 
■till  charged  to  them,  might  be  all  expended,  and  <*  otild 
be  by  the  end  of  the  quarter.  The  sums  in  the  hands  of 
disbursing  officers  waa  no  fund  to  meet  these  fourteen 
and  a  ball  mHtieni^  but  were  intended  to  be  expended 
by  tbe  last  day  of  tbe  present  quarter.  The  five  millions 
kft  in  the  Treasory  will  be  a  fiind,  as  far  as  it  goea,  (o 
•Mat  tiM  Iborteen  and  a  half  millionsi  but  nine  and  a 
Intf  wUXmarn  wiB  MiB  ica^  to  be  friabaned  by  tbt 


States,  or  to  be  levied  by  taxes  off*  the  people.  Tbo 
objecu  are  not  of  a  nature  to  be  diapenaed  wiUi,  and  tiM 
money  to  complete  them  rout  be  got  somewhere.  This 
is  material  information  lo  give  to  the  States,  snd  to  ^ve 
lo  them  now,  while  their  Legiilatures  are  occupied  with 
the  question  of  our  deposite  act,  snd  some  for  treating  it 
as  a  deposite,  and  some  as  a  distribution.  With  this 
document  before  them,  no  Stale  can  treat  it  as  a  dialribu* 
tiont  no  one  can  look  upon  the  depoaite  as  money  for 
which  the  Rovernment  haa  no  uset  but  every  one  will 
see  tliat  there  ia  indispensable  need  for  it{  ami  by  look- 
ing at  the  date  of  each  appropriation,  they  will  see  that 
ihia  unavoidable  aurplus  was  forcibly  created  by  keeping 
off  appropriatiooa  until  it  waa  too  late  to  expeitd  them. 

Bvery  body  knew  that  tbe  struggle  of  the  last  session 
was  to  keep  off"  approprialions,  and  that  the  organization 
of  committees  gave  the  opposition  the  power  to  keep 
them  off",  in  this  way,  the  unavoidable  aurplus  was  vio- 
lently and  forcibly  j)roduced.  Several  millions  were  de> 
rested  altogetheri  namely,  the  anticipation  of  tbe  foreign 
indemnities,  by  which  the  United  States  would  havo 
bought  four  millions  nf  gold,  bearing  an  interest  of  4  and 
5  per  crnt-t  the  army  inrcease  bill  was  defeatedi  tbe 
new  forlificatibn  bill  defealedt  tbe  New  Orleans  custom- 
houart  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  eanaltand  Others,  to  tbe  amount  of  six  or  scvcD 
millions.  From  the  beginning  to  tbe  end  of  ttie  session, 
he  stood  upon  the  ground  that,  if  the  proper  appropria- 
tions were  made,  and  made  in  time  to  be  uaed,  there 
would  be  no  more  aurplus  than  had  often  been  in  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  without  exciting  the  leaat 
alarm  in  the  bosoms  of  those  who  could  now  see  nothing 
but  corruption,  dangfr,  and  ruin,  from  the  like  sunu  ia 
tbe  ninety  different  banks  which  now  hold  the  public  de- 
poaitea.  The  United  Slates  Bank  often  Itcid  fourteen* 
aitteen,  or  eighteen  millionsof  public  money,  and  not  a 
word  is  SMd  about  corruption;  not  rone  than  that  amourt 
would  have  remained  in  all  tbe  deposite  banks^  if  tba 
necessary  appropriationa  bad  been  msde,  and  nriade  in 
time  to  be  used.  He  wiahed  this  document  to  go  to  th« 
people  of  tbe  States,  that  they  might  see  these  facts. 
He  knew  it  wu  somewhat  ungracious  to  ask  this  Senate, 
so  ntany  of  whom  bad  voted  lot  the  deposite  act,  to  fur- 
nish this  evidence  of  tbe  error  under  which  they  legi^ 
latedi  but  cerUin  it  ii^  that  many  of  them  voted  for  it  as 
a  deposite  law,  in  fiMt  aa  well  as  in  name,  and  not  as  a 
distribution  law,  under  a  false  title,  in  derision  of  the 
constitution.  Such  Senators  should  hare  no  objection  lo 
sending  Ibis  document  to  the  State  Legislatures,  to  let 
tbem  see  the  objects  for  which  a  reimbursement  of  this 
money  must  be  made,  or  unnecessary  taxea  kept  up  to 
supply  its  abatraclion.  But  oF  one  thing  be  was  certain, 
whether  the  Senate  sent  the  document  to  the  Statea  or 
not,  it  would  go  to  tha  SUtes.  After  this  atiampt  to 
suppress  it,  all  must  desire  to  see  it. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that  he  found  the  infor- 
mation which  Ihe  gentleman  from  Uisiouri  waa  so  anx- 
ious to  give  the  country  was  already  before  the  Senata 
in  a  very  authentic  form.  It  was  to  be  found  in  lha 
table  ofestimatea  accompanying  Ihe  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  He  argued  that,  according  to  the 
aaaertion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  eatima- 
ted  the  unexpended  bafamecs  of  appropriation  at 
f 14,636,063,  thesom  of  93,013,389  would  not  be  wanted. 
The  Senator,  therefore,  in  sending  out  a  document, 
setting  forth  that  914,500,000  were  required  for  out- 
standing appropriations,  would  mialead  the  public,  and 
make  a  fslie  impreaaion.  Mr.  C.  contended  that,  taking 
tbe  five  millions  which  must  be  lel\  in  the  Treasury,  on 
account  of  tbe  deposite  act,  from  the  eleven  and  odd 
remaininf  of  the  rourieen  million^  together  with  tha 
aMwejr  at  present  in  the  bands  of  tbs^isburKng  olBcen^ 
tbcro  wooU  bt  fundi  ««m^  tspMndOttj^^Ut  small 
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■mount,  to  meet  the  outslandiiig  ippropr'iBtiom.  Now, 
when  it  wts  tdmitied  bv  every  one  ih*t  the  siirplui 
which  woold  be  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  n^xt  yrar 
would  amount  to  at  least  twenty-five  mtlliona  of  dollara. 
(and  for  himteir  he  entertained  no  doubt  that  it  would 
be  thirty,  unless  the  country  should  be  disturbed  by  a 
war,  or  some  other  unforeteen  catastrophe,)  hewouM 
seriouriy  aak,  was  there  a  Senator  on  flat  floor,  of  any 
parly*  who  would  say,  in  a  time  of  profound  peac%  (for 
he  woiiM  not  call  the  Seminole  war  interrupting  the 
peace  of  ihe  Union,)  and  recollectinff  the  fact  that  this 
adminiitration  came  in  as  a  reform  administration,  that  a 
tax  should  be  raited,  or  ihst  the  money  distributed  un- 
der  the  deposite  bill,  should  be  refunded  in  order  to 
make  extrava^nt  appropriations'  He  (Mr.  C-)  could 
not  believe  it.  He  knew  that  attempts  would  be  made 
to  prevent  the  renewal  of  the  deposite  act,  lhoii|fb  he 
could  not  tay  that  this  was  one  of  them.  But  kt  him 
tell  gentlemen  that  theae  attempts  would  only  produce 
a  reaction,  and  end  in  their  defeat. 

Hr.  C>i  in  conclusion,  adverted  to  the  subject  of  a  re- 
duction of  the  revenue,  and  the  neeesaity  of  bnni^ini;  it 
down  to  the  legitimate  wants  of  ihe  Government.  He 
insisted  that  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  consideration  of  this  matter,  were  bound  to 
show,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  either  that  there  would 
be  no  iurplui  next  year,  nr  to  admit  the  neceasity  of 
mskinff  an  adequate  reduction  of  the  revenue. 

Hr.  BENTON  aaid  Ihe  document  which  had  been 
read,  to  wit:  the  estimate  of  appropriations  for  1837, 
was  not  unknown  to  him.  He  was  no  stranger  to  the 
document  itself,  or  to  the  luws  under  which  it  wss  an- 
nually framed.  One  part  of  it,  tlwt  of  the  estimates  for 
the  service  of  the  ensuinfj;  yar,  was  framed  under  an 
act  as  old  at  the  Government{  the  other  part  of  it,  that 
which  related  to  the  unexpended  balances,  was  more 
modem,  and  was  framed  under  an  act  of  1830,  to  carry 
into  eiReot  more  completely  an  act  of  1795,  relative  lo 
unexpended  bulanees.  1'hia  act  of  1795  continues  all  ap- 
propriations in  force  for  two  full  yean  aRer  the  year  in 
which  they  are  made;  and  at  the  end  of  those  two  years 
directa  any  balance  that  may  rennain  to  be  carried  to 
the  surplus  Aind.  The  act  of  1^  was  lo  facilitate  the 
understanding  ami  nne  of  these  balaneest  and  for  that 
purpose  it  directed  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury  to  an- 
nex ihem  to  his  annual  estimate  of  appropriations, 
divided  into  ihree  beads,  according  to  the  act  of  1795; 
one  head  vaa  to  show  what  part  of  the  unexpended  bal- 
ances of  the  expired  year  would  be  wanted  in  the  first 
or  the  two  next  years,  and  what  part  in  the  second  of 
ihem,  and  what  part  would  not  be  wanted  at  all;  and  so 
would  go  to  tiie  aurpliia  fund.  Thus  the  unexpended 
balances  are  now,  and,  ever  since  1830,  have  been  ihown 
in  three  columns,  headed  as  directed  by  Ihe  eighth  sec- 
tion of  that  act.  Thus  they  stand  in  this  estimate;  and 
the  amount  under  each  head  is,  firsi,  fur  the  service  of 
1837,  there  will  be  wanted  of  these  unexpended  balan- 
ces the  sum  of  $ll,437,4S0t  for  1838,  there  will  be 
wanted  $3,013,389;  and  there  will  remain  the  aum  of 
$195,183,  which  will  not  be  wanted  9/1  all  in  either  of 
the  two  years,  and  therefore  will  go  to  the  surplus 
fund.  The  aggregate  of  thesis  three  sums  makes  the 
914,636,063  menliuned  in  the  President's  message,  and 
also  in  tlw  do|ument  of  the  estimates;  and  the  tggre- 
gate  of  the  two  first  sums  will  make  the  amount  in  this 
second  document  which  is  now  asked  lo  be  printed.  In 
this  document  the  third  head  or  column  is  dropped,  be- 
cutite  the  amount  in  it  ia  no  longer  wanted;  and  the  two 
heads  in  the  6rst  and  second  columtu  are  united  and 
made  into  one,  because  the  object  was  to  know  how 
much  of  the  appropriiitiona  were  unexpended,  and 
would  be  wanting  in  the  next  two  years.  Tliti  docu- 
ment ahoin  that  near  fourteen  md  %  half  milliora  will 


[Dbc.  38, 1896. 


be  wanting,  of  which  6ve  millions  remain  !n  the  Trew- 
ur^,  and  about  nine  and  a  half  go  to  the  Slates.  It  ia 
certainly  desirable  to  the  States  to  know  at  once  that 
Ihese  nine  and  a  half  millions  will  be  wanted  in  two 
years,  and  part  of  it  the  first  year.  This  is  the  intiaa- 
lion  in  the  President's  message*  Mr.  B.  read  the  pai- 
sage: 

The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriation  on  the 
Ist  day  of  January  next  are  estimated  at  |14^fi3tf,0G3t 
exceeding  by  $9,636,063  the  amount  whicli  wiH  be  left 
in  the  deposite  banks,  subject  to  the  drafl  of  the  TVest- 
urer  of  the  United  States,  after  the  contemplated  trana- 
ferslo  the  several  States  are  made.  If,  therefore,  the 
future  receipts  ahould  not  be  stiffieient  to  meet  these 
outstanding  and  future  appropriations,  there  may  be 
soon  a  necessity  to  use  a  portion  of  Ihe  fundi  d^ponted 
with  the  Stotea." 

Hr.  B>  aaid,  here  was  a  clear  declaration  that  theae 
unexpended  balances  were  to  meet  these  outrtandinf 
appritpriationst  and  if  the  future  receipts  into  the  Treas- 
ury did  not  meet  Ihem,  Ihe  States  might  soon  be  called 
upon  for  a  part  of  Iheir  depnsites.  Now,  here  was  a 
question,  first  for  the  Finance  Committee,  and  after- 
wards for  Congress.  Would  ihpy  keep  up  unneceoaary 
taxes  lo  meet  these  balsncen,  or  call  upon  tile  Statea  to 
refund^  He,  for  one,  sltould  be  against  keeping  up  the 
taxea  for  thia  object,  and  should  be  for  calling  on  tbe 
Stater,  and  therefore  would  show  them  at  once  the 
specific  objects  fur  which  the  money  wss  wanted. 

Mr.  B.  read  another  passage  from  the  President's  mes- 
sage lo  show  that  these  moneys  must  be  refunded  by  the 
States,  or  taxes,  otherwise  unnecessary,  must  be  kept 
up  to  supply  their  place;  so  that,  In  no  eveni»  could 
they  be  called  and  treated  as  an  unavoidable  aorplua  for 
which  the  Government  has  no  use: 

"  No  lime  was  lost,  after  the  making  of  the  requisite 
appropriations,  in  resuming  the  great  national  work  of 
completing  the  unfinished  fortifications  on  our  seaboerd, 
and  of  placing  them  in  a  proper  stale  of  defence.  In 
consequence,  however,  of  the  very  late  day  at  which 
those  bills  were  passed,  but  little  progreas  could  be 
made  during  the  season  which  haa  just  closed.  A  very 
large  amount  of  the  moneys  granted  at  jrour  last  aeiiioa 
accordingly  remains  unexpended;  but  as  the  work  will 
be  again  resumed  at  the  earliest  moment  in  the  coming 
spring,  the  balance  of  the  existing  appropriationa,  and 
in  several  cases  which  will  be  laid  before  you  with  the 
proper  estimates,  further  sums  for  the  like  objecta  amy 
be  usefully  expended  during  the  next  year." 

Mr.  B.  repeated,  the  Government  has  a  use  for  this 
money,  and  a  use  so  urgent,  tliat  ^e  must  ratae  it  by 
uxation,  if  any  of  the  Statea  viidate  the  depoaite  act,  end 
hold  on  lo  the  moneys  as  their  portion  of  a  distribulive 
fund. 

To  make  this  matter  too  plain  for  misteke,  too  obvi- 
ous for  commentary,  and  too  imperative  to  be  diaputed, 
Mr.  B.  would  refer  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
TresMiry,  accompanying  the  annual  eatimatea,  and  show- 
ing these  unexpended  balances,  and  expressly  including 
them  in  his  estimate  for  the  service  of  1837  and  1838. 
This  ia  the  letter  referred  to: 

TrSABOHT  DEFABTUGrCT, 

December  6,  1836. 

Sia;  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  information 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  an  estimate  of  the  ap- 
propriations proposed  to  be  made  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1837,  amounting  to    -         -      #80,334,443  57 


Vix! 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and  mis- 

eellaneouB,      -  -      r^-  '    *2,92S,670  63 

Military  aerrice,  i<iclu^M§^4&9«)Og  IC 
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BroMrica,  araeiMli^  onlnance,  IndUn 
affairs,   reroluttooAr;  and  miliUry 
pcMMHia,'  and  interosl  improreaieiitt,  $10,758,431  33 
Nanl  aerricc,  iaeliidiiv  the  marine 

corps.    -         -  -  ■     6,670,340  63 

To  the  estimates  are  added  statemenls, 
ihowic^, 

1.  Tbe  appropriations  Tor  the  service 
of  tbe  year  1837,  made  bjr  former 
acts,  inetudiitfr  arming  and  equipping 
tbe  mililts,  civilisation  of  Indians, 
reralulionarv  dsHUi  rerolutioiMry 
peoiioM  under  tbe  act  of  7th  June* 
1832,  claims  of  the  State  of  Vif|pDia, 
gradual  improrement  the  naT^, 
and  public  debr.  .  •    $3,347,000  00 

3.  Tbe  existing  appropriations  vihich  ^ 
will  not  be  required  for  tbe  service 
of  tbe  year  1836,  and  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  apply  in  aid  of  the  service  of 
the  year  1837,  amounting  to         •      3,013,389  34 
3.  The  extsting  appropriatioiw  which 
will  be  rcquirtd  to  coiDplete  tbe 
senriee  of  Uie  year  1836,  and  former 
years,  but  which  will  be  expended 
in  1837,  smounting  to     .  ■     11,437.489  87 

There  is  also  added  lo  tbe  estimates  a  statement  oraie 
aerenl  appropriations  wbieh  will  probably  be  carried 
lo  the  surplus  fund  at  the  etoae  of  the  present  ypsr; 
cttber  because  tite  objccU  for  which  they  were  made 
•K  completed,  or  because  these  sums  will  nut  be  re- 
quired KM*,  or  will  no  lunger  be  applicable  to  them, 
amounting  lo  $195,183  64, 

I  have  Ute  honor  to  be,  very  reBpcctfuIly,  your  obc- 
dmat  aervaat, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 
Stertlary  of  Ike  Inaiiirif. 

lion.  Jahis  K.  Polk, 

^eaktr  of  the  tiotm  of  BtpnaaUaUva. 

With  these  views  oftlie  subject,  and  these  references 
to  the  Prendent's  message,  and  tbe  Secretary  urtiie 
Treasury's  lettler,  Mr.  B.  held  it  to  be  well  proved  that 
the  document  which  he  proposed  to  bave  printed  and 
aicnt  to  the  States  was  not  a  false  or  deceptive  paper,  to 
rsuslead  and  confuse  the  public  mind,  but  a  document 
tnie  and  perspicuous,  calculated  to  instruct  and  inform 
the  public  mind,  and  to  save  all  good  citizens  from  the 
danger  of  falling  into  the  error  uf  conaidering  the  moneys 
^panted  with  the  Stales  as  an  unavoidable  surplus,  for 
vbich  tbe  Government  has  no  uie,  and  which  iney  m^^ 
coRseqiicDlly  treat  as  their  own.  This  documrni,  if 
printed,  will  save  all  good  citizens  from  that  error,  and 
show  there  that  tbe  Government  has  actually  appropri- 
ated a  targe  part  of  the  money  deposited  with  lliem,  and 
Mat  grt  it  back,  or  raise  it  ag^in  by  (axes. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  asid  be  had  certainly  made  no  com- 
plaint of  tnacciiracy  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  He  presumed  that  his  calculattuns  were  per: 
feetly  accurate;  but  what  be  complained  of  was,  that 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  proposed  to  send  out  a  docu- 
ment vhich  was  nut  correct,  with  a  view  to  show  the 
eotstandiiig  appropriations  remaining  unsatufied.  He 
— inlained  Uiat  the  document  was  entirely  pcmieiou», 
fsr  it  eel  forth  what  was  not  really  the  truth  of  the  case; 
and  all  that  he  desired  was  that  the  public  should  not  be 
deceived  on  the  subject. 

Mr-  DAVIS  had  but  one  word  to  say  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  If  he  understood  this  proposition,  it  was  to 
^ive  information  to  ibe  Slates,  to  reguLte  their  conduct 
IB  aome  legislation  it  was  supposed  they  were  about  to 
be  engi^ed  in.   it  was  information,  therefore,  of  some 


importance,  if  it  was  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  tbe 
States  in  that  particular.  But,  then,  if  it  be  important, 
and  is  to  be  of  service,  it  ought  to  go  in  a  correct  form. 
Now,  how  <Ud  (he  Senator  from  Missouri  pn^>oae  to  send 
oat  this  information?  It  was,  that  there  wu  now  an  un- 
expended balance  of  appropriations  of  fourteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  the  inference  was,  that  the  money 
must  be  called  back  from  tbe  States  to  meet  these  bal- 
ances when  wanted. 

Now,  if  this  was  a  fact,  the  informvtion  bad  better  be 
sent  outi  but  if  the  tendency  of  it  waa  to  mislead  every 
body,  it  ought  nut  to  be  given.  The  President  said  that 
there  was  a  balance  of  unexpended  appropriations  of 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  when  the  five  millions 
leR  in  the  Treasury  by  the  provisions  of  the  depoaite 
law  was  deducted  from  the  sum,  then  there  would  re- 
main nine  millionst  and  the  President  proceeds  Id  say, 
that  if  there  sliould  be  no  money  in  the  Treasury  to  meet 
this  balance,  then  Congress  must  make  some  arrange- 
ment for  that  purpose.  Now,  he  called  upon  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  to  show,  and  it_  was  incumbent  on  htm 
to  do  so,  that  there  would  be  no  rn'iney  in  the  1'reasury 
to  meet  these  balances.  Now,  did  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  propose  to  show  any  such  thin{;r  No,  he  did 
not  pretend  to  say  that  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury 
would  not  be  sufficient  tp  meet  all  demands.  What  was 
to  be  the  consequence  of  sertdtiig  abroad  this  docutnenl  ^ 
Was  it  to  create  an  aUrro,  and  prevent  the  Stales  from 
making  use  of  tbe  money  placed  in  their  bands?  Was 
there  any  reason  to  suppose  tbat  there  would  be  a  deB- 
ciency  of  the  revrnuef  Has  your  Secretary  of  tbe  Treas- 
ury, a^ked  Mr.  D-,  said  that  there  will  be  any  deficiency 
of  the  revenue?  No,  sir,  no  such  thing;  he  suggests  the 
bare,  naked  fact,  that  tlicre  w.lt  be  fuurteen  millions  of 
dollars  of  uneipended  approprintiwna  of  the  last  year. 
Well,  what  did  tbe  Senator  from  Missouri  say  in  regard 
to  the  revenues  of  the  country'  Why,  he  chided  and 
rebuked  them  all  (and  lie  took  it  very  kindly,  for  he  was 
subject  to  such  rebukes)  for  slaving  off  appropriations 
at  the  last  sesviun,  snd,  in  the  end,  w-thhohling  sppropri- 
at  ons.  Well,  sir,  (naid  Mr.  U.,)  I  plead  guilty  to  the 
charge;  I  was  one  of  those  who  resisted  the  double  and 
triple  appropriati^ms  i>n  the  furtilication  bill,  (and  I  «ce 
those  around  me  wliu  did  the  same,)  and  sleeping  or 
waking  I  have  never  had  occasion  to  regret  the  course 
I  then  took.  Why,  did  the  Senator  know  what  were 
the  actual  rxpendilurrs  uf  the  last  yesr>  If  he  did  not, 
be  could  know  tt  by  looking  st  the  President's  messsge 
and  accompanying  documents,  and  lie  would  Rnd  that  they 
amounted  to  thirty-two  and  some  odd  milliona  of  dollars; 
and,  if  h  e  iinderstooti  matters, these  fourteen  milliuns  were 
to  be  added  to  it — making  forty  odd  millions  appropri- 
attd  last  session.  Sir,  (satd  Mr.  D-,)  compare  this  with 
the  appropriations  of  any  other  adminibtmliun,  and  see 
what  lias  been  sppropruled  by  the  very  rt  hic^anl  (Jon- 
grewi,  who  have  been  chided  fur  staving  off  apprnprt- 
adona,  and  for  withholding  appropriaiioiis.  Kind,  if  ym 
can,  (said  Mr.  D  ,)  a  parallel  to  lliissort  of  extravaganci-. 
He  wits  BKtoiiislied  that  any  Senator  could  riae  in  liis 
place  and  indulge  in  such  rebukes  as  the  St  iiator  from 
Missouri  had,  after  the  eztnvagaiit  ippruprialiona  of  the 
last  session. 

The  Senator  seemed  to  consider  l!i>s  a  question, 
whether  this  money  HhouU  lie  in  the  Tt:asury,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  the  officers  of  the  tiovernment,  on  their 
responsibility,  or  Ro  to  the  people  of  the  State?,  from 
whom  it  came.  This  was  tbe  question  that  was  made 
there  laat  winter,  and  he,  fur  one,  nerer  could  hesitate 
how  to  vole  on  it.  After  some  further  remarks,  Mr.  1). 
)wid  he  thought  some  nii«pprehen»ioni  existed  as  to  the 
intbrmation  sent  out  from  the  two  Houses  of  Congresii. 
Did  all  these  documents  that  were  daily  printctl  go  to 
the  pour  and  uninformed?   They  who  »t'oot\Jjierc  knew 
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better.  It  was  all  t  niMrable  farcct  For  lon^  before 
they  were  Knt  oat  frooi  there,  tbejr  were  printed  and 
reprinted,  and  circulated  all  over  the  country. 

At  it  had  been  euatomiry  to  accede  to  the  proponlion 
to  print  an  extra  numberor  eopiea  of  any  document  aaked 
for  by  an  honorable  Senator,  he  would  not  deny  the  Sen> 
■tor  from  Hiuouri  the  printing  of  the  extra  number  of 
eopiea  of  thia  docuraenti  but  he  requested  that  theques- 
tion  aa  to  printinf^,  and  aa  to  the  diitribution  of  the 
copie*  when  printed,  misht  be  taken  aeparately. 

Mr.  BENTOSf  replied  to  th#!  gentleoan  from  Haaaa. 
chuaett^  [Mr.  Dati*,]  who  had  spoken  of  the  Urge  ap- 
propriationt  of  the  laat  yeari  but  the  gentleman  had  for- 
gotten to  mention  two  things  which  would  have  ipoilcd 
the  face  of  the  Urffe  aum  which  he  precented:  firnt,  that 
fourteen  or  fifteen  millions  of  this  sum  were  extraonli- 
nariea  growing  out  of  Indian  wara  and  Indian  ireatiest 
and,  nest,  that  fourteen  and  a  half  milBona  more  wereap- 
propriated  at  to  late  a  day  (bftt  they  could  not  be  ex> 
peodcd.  Mr.  B.  knew  that  these  lai^e  appropriations 
were  to  figure  in  spceehea  out  of  Congres^  as  well  at 
in  it,  and,  therefore,  took  care  before  ibe  rise  of  the  hut 
aeauon  of  Congress  to  have  a  document  prepared  at  the 
Treasury  to  show  each  object  of  appropriation,  to  that 
the  extraordinaries  might  be  seen,  and  no  one  deceived 
by  the  exhibition  of  the  large  amount  appruptiated. 
Iltat  document  nullified  the  cry  of  extravagance,  ao  in- 
conttnentty  set  up  juat  befure  the  prtridential  electiunt 
and  this  document  that  he  now  atked  for  would  nullify, 
in  like  manner,  the  idra  of  the  unavoidable  surplus  for 
which  Government  had  no  use,  if  he  aliould  be  ao  fortu- 
nate as  to  get  it  printed  au-l  distributed  through  the 
Stales.  The  great  error  of  the  party  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman belonged  was  in  acting  upon  a  certain  notion 
which  poBseaicd  all  their  head*,  namely,  that  the  said 
party  poaaessed  all  the  learning,  all  the  talents,  all  the 
wit,  all  the  genius,  all  the  religion,  morality,  civitity,  de- 
cency, and  politenet9,  now  exiant  in  our  Amrricei  fur, 
in  acting  on  this  notion,  lliry  iiecrssarily  considered  the 
people  as  having  none  of  those  valuable  qualities,  as  they 
themselves  posseaaed  all;  and,  therefore,  tbey  could  pass 
off  any  thing  they  pleased  upon  the  Boeotian  multitude. 
Tliia  error,  though  comfortable  in  iiseK,  and  so  well  cal* 
culated  to  keep  a  man  on  the  beat  of  terms  with  bimaelf, 
had  been  the  aource  of  iunumerable  iniscarriagei  to  the 
gentleman's  party,  and  wouhl  be  the  source  of  several 
mure.  This  surplus  conception  would  be  one  of  them. 
All  the  work  of  the  laat  session  to  create  the  surplus 
WHS  dibtinelly  seen  by  the  country;  every  body  knew  that 
every  branch  of  the  public  service  was  sufTcring  for  mo- 
ney, and  clerks  raising  money  at  usurioua  interest  to  live 
on,  and  officers  raising  money  on  their  own  credit,  while 
the  two  HouMs  of  Cougrcas  remunded  with  the  cry  of 
surplus  milltona,  tnd  so  many  labored  to  atave  off,  cut 
down,  and  defeat  apprcpriatiom^  in  order  to  create  sur- 
pluses for  distribution.  Another  great  error  was  to 
Buppose  that  immense  popularity  was  to  be  gained  now 
by  pushing  the  system  of  annual  distributions,  and  en- 
deavoring to  out-run,  out-leap,  and  out-Jump  one  anoih- 
er  in  the  glorious  race  of  making  and  dividing  surpluses. 
But  the  people  saw  through  it  all,  and  despised  it  all, 
and  went  for  a  reduction  uf  taxes,  and  no  surplus.  Tht  y 
knew  that  the  whole  businosi  was  uneonttitutioiwl,  cor- 
rupt, and  detfor^lisingt  and  had  no  idea  of  seeing  it  kept 
up,  and  a  regular  attempt  made  to  pension  the  Statea  as 
paupera  upon  the  Fetleral  Government.  'I1iey  knew 
■he  absurdity  and  insanity  of  raising  money  one  year  lo 
be  paid  back  the  next;  they  knew,  without  having  read 
it  in  a  book,  that  the  tiimoua  phrase  put  into  the  mouth 
of  Clueen  Elizabeth  by  Lord  Treasurer  Burleigh,  and 
which  h«  himself  took  from  Demosthenes  contains  all 
Ibe  wivdom  which  can  be  uught  on  thU  head,  namely, 
that  tht  *'  pocketa  of  the  people  ara  the  cheapeat  and 


safest  treasuries  for  keepii^  surplus  ownej-a  which  ih« 
Government  can  have.**  1'lwy  know  tlu%  and  ibe  tqinb- 
bica,  intrigue^  colItuaoM,  and  bargains,  which  thqr  will 
soon  see,  fur  enabling  the  few  to  handle  these  surplusr^ 
and  the  doubtful  or  political  objects  to  m-bieh  they  will 
bs  applied,  will  soon  disgust  them  with  the  whole  aehemei 
and  if  th'a  document  can  be  printed,  they  will  see  in  it, 
the  people  of  each  State  wilt  aee  in  it,  objects  aa  neri. 
torious,  and  as  near  and  at  dear  to  Ihem,  as  any  that  cu 
be  devised  fi»-  the  application  of  the  moiwya  in  tlmr  on 
Legtslalurea. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alahaipa,  aaid,  of  all  the  cztraordint^ 
diaeuaaiona  he  had  ever  heard  in  ttiat  body,  that  of  tbii 
morning  was  the  most  extraordinarr.  He  would 
the  Senator  from  Miioouri  what  object,  what  aim,  and 
what  end,  he  proposed  to  sccomplisli  by  the  nwtioo  be 
had  made,  and  the  speech  he  had  delivered?  If,  nid 
Ur.  K..  it  is  designed  to  operate  on  the  depotite  bill 
of  the  last  session,  it  is  a  matter  that  has  gone  by,  and  ii 
now  before  the  coontiy  fur  good  or  for  evil.  For  luin- 
self,  he  felt  no  rehietanee  in  submitting  to  the  judpHcnt 
the  country  will  paaaonthe  measure.  If  it  betovie- 
timize  those  who,  at  the  last  session,  took  a  view  of  ttut 
subject -difrr rent  from  that  uken  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator, then  his  motion  was  properly  accompsnied  by  tlie 
remarks  we  have  just  heardt  for,  aaid  Hf .  K.,  the  Seu- 
lorfrom  Missouri  and  myself  dUTered  as  widely  at  tbe 
last  sessiM  as  we  sppear  to  do  now.  He  entertsined 
the  opinion  then,  thst  there  would  be  a  large,  •my 
large,  amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury,  which  eouM 
niHbe  spprop listed,  without  resorting  to  such  exiravi' 
gant  expenditures  ss  no  sdministratiun  could  even  ap- 
proach and  retain  the  confidence  of  the  country.  He 
believed,  in  common  with  many  olherathst  hesawarMM 
hrm,  and  with  whom  he  felt  proud  to  act,  that  it  n* 
their  duty  to  devise  some  plan  by  which  the  Trauirr 
could  be  relieved  from  the  excess  of  revenue,  and  tboie 
who  administered  the  G-jTernment  freed  from  the 
picion  that  it  would  be  used  lo  effect  improper  purpoKi 
Well,  sir,  (said  Mr.  K.,)  we  believed  that  the  beat  owdelo 
effect  those  objects  would  be  to  deposite  it  with  Ihe 
people  of  the  Slate*  from  whom  it  bad  been  unnecuu- 
rily  drawn.  We  believed  that,  by  this  course,  thefrienci 
of  the  administration  were  not  only  subserving  (*>^pr^ 
interests  of  the  country,  but  frrcii^  It  from  the  P<M»i|* 
ity  of  censure.  Who  will  venture  toassert  (ssid  Mr.  K-} 
that  the  placing  thia  money  in  the  treasuries  of  the  seve- 
ral States,  lo  be  used  aa.  in  the  discretion  of  the  State 
Governments,  was  best  calclsted  to  advance  their  inter- 
ests andwbjcct  lo  be  returned  whenever  wanted  ftr  na- 
tional purposes,  was  not  a  better  and  safer  deposite  fw 
it,  than  to  l^are  it  with  the  depowte  banks.'  Sir,  sim 
Mr.  K.,  the  bill  pataed,  and  passed  with  the  strenuMii 
opposition  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  •ho,  nodoubi. 
acted  from  the  purest  motives,  and  bonertly  believed 
that  the  money  would  be  wanted  to  meet  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  General  Government.  Whether  the  Sew- 
tor  was  right  or  wrong,  f  leave  to  the  country  to  deter- 
mine} but,  (said  Mr.  K.,)  while  1  ann  ready  to  give  hpm 
credit  for  the  purest  motives  in  opposing  the  deposi'« 
bill,  I  will  not  consent  to  be  held  up  to  the  Amencaa 
pei>ple  as  sn  unwise,  so  impolitic,  and  so  unjutt,  ai  >o 
lend  myself  to  a  syaiem  of  distribution.  Nor,  sir,  can  'i 
be  charged  upon  me,  or  the  political  friends  with  wliom 
1  acted  on  that  occaaion,  with  the  slightest  senMi"»<:e 
of  correctness,  that  we  endeavored  to  axsie  a  scpiui 
for  distribution,  by  delaying  or  withholding  the 
cessary  appropriationii.  Far  from  it;  far  from  it.  Sit,  om 
appropriations  nearly  doubled  the  estimates  from  the 
varioua  Departmenta  at  the  commencement  of  Jj*"*** 
sion.    We  knew  thai  there  was  an  overflowing  Tre«i- 

ry,  and  we  gave  liberally)  in  5fiWA'9^??fb."'*^lS! 
cuuld  be  expended^  buc^8cfl£iiCigit«hii  lowliy 


161 


OF  DKBATJilti  IJN  OONGUilga 


162 


I>BC.  38,  1836.]  UnexpenJtd  Jpjpropriaiumt.  [Sbmate. 


tlwt  this  «u  produced  by  delaying  the  appropriations. 
Be  would  not  stop  io  inquire  whether  kuch  delay,  if  it 
did  t«ke  place*  resulted  frooi  the  course  pursued  by  the 
opponents  of  the  administration,  or  Trom  the  various 
schemes  (somt;  of  ihem  certainly  of  a  most  estravagant 
character)  which  were  pressed  upon  the  attention  of 
CoDp«u.  When  was  it  ever  known  that  all  the  appro- 
priation bills  were  passed  through  both  Houses  at  an  ear- 
ly period  or  the  seauon?  But  we  are  toM  that,  not  hav- 
ing passed  bills  in  lime  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  West 
Point,  Harper's  Ferry,  and  to  pay  the  sulsries  of  the 
clerks  in  the  public  offices,  was  evidence  of  a  determi- 
nation to  create  a  surplus.  Delays  of  this  kind  have  fre- 
quently occurred  since  he  had  beenamemberofthe  Sen- 
ate, and  have,  no  doubt,  always  produced  serious  mconve- 
nience  tothose  whose  pittance  was  thus  withheld; butdid 
any  one  ever  before  hear  ii  gravely  charged  upon  Con- 
gress that  the  object  of  this  deluy  was  tu  create  a  sur- 
plus? He  (Ur.  K.)  would  repeat  tliat  he  hail  given  his 
lupport  to  the  most  liberal  appropriations)  but,  at  the 
same  time,  had  withheld  his  assent  to  propositions  for 
squandering  the  revenue,  based  upon  repented  calls  to 
ascertain  ihe  maximum  of  expenditure.  What  was  ne- 
cessary to  meet  the  proper  and  economical  expenditures 
of  the  GovcrBment,  he  would  never  witlihold{  more  he 
would  not  g<ve,  even  at  the  risk  of  beiitg  charged  with  a 
design  lo  create  a  surplus.  Sir,  said  Mr.  K.,  the  repub- 
lican doctrine,  as  be  understood  it,  was  to  draw  no  more 
money  from  the  pockets  of  the  people  than  was  requi- 
red to  meet  the  judicious  expenditures  of  the  Guvern- 
ment;and  if  the  revenue  proved  too  );>'eat,  reduce  the 
taxes.  Upon  what  principle,  by  what  constitutional 
right,  dii  you  lax  the  people,  and  draw  money  into  the 
Treasury  m>t  required  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the 
Guvemmeat?  He  held  tliere  was  no  such  legitimate 
power,  and  the  exercise  of  it  was  a  gross  usurpation. 
But  we  may  be  told  that  the  compromise  bill,  as  it  has 
been  termed,  stands  in  Ihe  way  of  reduction.  He  (Ur. 
K-)  bad  voted  for  (hat  bill,  but  imposed  upon  himself  no 
obligation  to  bold  sacred  its  provisions,  lie  had  so  de- 
clared in  his  place.  He  had  voted  for  it  under  a  spe- 
cies of  duresse,  ariuiig  from  the  peculiar  silualiun  in 
which  a  porUcm  of  our  country  was  tben  placed.  He 
had  believed  that  it  did  not  do  justice  to  the  extent  we 
bad  a  right  to  demand,  but  it  was  all  which  could  then 
be  obtained,  and  he  had  accepted  it;  nor  would  he  now 
lightly  disturb  it.  He  believed  that,  fay  a  reasonable  re- 
duction on  such  arlicIcB  as  would  nut  ancct  the  manufsc- 
luring  industry  of  the  country,  and  by  can6ning  the 
ssles  of  your  public  lands  to  those  who  purchase  for  ac- 
tual setllemenl,  you  will  go  far  to  reduce  the  receipts  of 
tbe  Treasury  to  an  amount,  little,  if  any,  exceedin(f  the 
wants  of  tbe  G-jvernment.  Let  us  try  these  reductions, 
and  if  even  then  a  surplus  should  be  found,  we  may  east 
about  for  some  useful  and  conttilutional  mode  for  its  dispo> 
sition.  But  under  no  circumstances  could  he  ever  con- 
seat  to  the  prospective  legislation  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carohnat  a  resort  to  such  a  system  of 
dintribuiim  or  deposite,  call  it  which  you  will,  would, 
in  bis  judgment,  be  one  of  the  greyest  mibfortunes 
«  hich  could  befall  the  States*  and  all  who  regarded  iheir 
rights  dmild  array  themselves  against  mch  a  project. 

We  are  told  by  tbe  Senator  from  Massachusetu  [Mr. 
D&Tis]  that  (he  appruprUtions  of  the  last  session  had 
been  extravagant  beyond  measure.  They  were  tibersi, 
sir,  not  extravagant.  There  was  an  overQvwing  Treas- 
ury, and  the  state  of  the  country  rendered  them  proper. 
The  Indian  appropriaiiuns  had  bt-en  great;  but  for  them 
lie  l^ve  his  most  cordial  support,  from  policy,  from  jus- 
tice, from  buo^nity.  The  policy  of  their  removal  was 
tlie  only  sure  policyt  the  only  earthly  mode  by  which 
that  unfortonate  race  can  be  preserved  ai  a  people. 
Sir,  my  constituents  felt  thi^  and  were  prepared  to  jus* 
Vol.  Xlll.-ll 


tify  expenditures  which  otherwise  might  appear  extrftT- 
agant,  to  elTcct  objects  so  desirable. 

Mr.  K-  said  he  was  extremely  sorry  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  enter  into  a  discussion  as  to  the  effect  of  the  de* 
posite  law  of  the  last  session.  That  effect  was  yet  to  be 
seen,  and  the  States  themselves  hsd  the  responsibility  of 
making  a  proper  disposition  of  the  money  intrusted  with 
them.  Whether  we,  (said  Mr.  K.,)  in  our  ignorance, 
have  depowied  more  money  with  them  than  we  can 
.  spare,  so  that  a  portion  of  it  will  have  to  be  Called  back 
for  tbe  necessary  expenses  of  the  Government,  was  ao- 
other  question.  But  such  he  did  not  understand  would 
be  the  case.  The  argument  of  (he  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri did  not  put  it  on  (hat  footing.  There  was  no  Stn- 
ator,  he  believed,  who  was  not  sati^ffed  that  (he  five  mil- 
lions left  in  the  Treasury  by  the  provisions  of  the  depos- 
ite act,  with  the  receipts  of  ihe  year,  would  be  amply 
sufficient  to  meet  all  the  appropriations  as  they  were 
wanted.  If,  however,  it  should,  by  a  bare  po.-sibilily, 
(urn  out  otherwise,  there  was  not  a  Stale  in  the  Union 
(hat  would  hesitate  for  a  moment  in  answering  any  call 
on  it  that  might  be  made  by  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. 

He  was  not  disposed  (Mr.  K.  said)  to  complain  of  the 
course  taken  by  (he  Senator  from  Missouri.  If  the  ob- 
ject of  the  gentleman  was  to  oppose  a  prospective  dis- 
tribution, it  appeared  lo  him  that  it  would  have  been  u 
well  to  have  waited  until  tbe  bill  for  such  an  t^ject  came 
before  them.  With  regard  to  the  nunner  in  which  that 
bill  had  been  treated  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  he 
believed  thai,  as  a  reduction  of  the  revenue  was  conlem- 
pUted  by  them,  they  preferred  to  let  it  lie  until  it  was 
found  what  could  be  done  on  that  subject,  without  ma- 
king a  formal  report.  I  go  (said  Mr.  K.)  fbr«  reduc- 
tion of  the  revenue  down  to  the  wauts  of  the  Gorera- 
ment,  and  tben  we  shall  hear  no  more  about  depoute 
acts.  I  hold  that  you  have  no  right  to  create  a  surplus 
and  (lien  distribute  it;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  you 
ought  to  reduce  the  taxes.  1  hold  it  my  duty  to  oppose, 
as  fur  as  little  influence  extends,  any  prospective 
plan  for  a  distribution  of  the  surplus,  and  will  be  unwil- 
ling to  act  on  any  such  bill  until  it  shall  be  found  that  it 
is  imposiible  lo  reduce  the  revenue  by  either  of  the  two 
modes  proposed. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  felt  himself  bound  to  make  this  expla- 
nation, in  consequence  of  the  course  the  debate  had 
taken,  as  he  had  voted  for  the  deposite  law  of  the  last 
session,  believinfi;  that  in  doing  so  lie  was  making  (he 
safest  and  least  objectionable  disposition  of  (he  vast  sum 
accumulating  in  the  Treasury.  He  should  vote  against 
the  mode  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  of 
distributing  tbe  extra  copies  of  the  document  before 
tbem,  because  such  distribution  would  be  unusual,  was 
calculated  to  give  erroneous  information,  could  do  no 
^ood,  and,  by  attaching  an  unnecessary  importance  to 
It,  mislead  those  to  whom  it  should  be  sent. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  if  the  document  was 
to  be  printed,  it  had  better  be  done  in  the  form  in  which 
it  already  was,  for  lhat  was  by  far  the  most. accurate. 
But  he  did  not  see  the  slightest  necessity  for  printing  il, 
and  hoped  it  would  not  be  printed. 

Mr.  NILES  said  that  he  would  make  a  single  remark. 
He  had,  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  heard  but  one  rea- 
son assigned  for  sending  this  document  to  (he  States, 
which  appeared  to  liim  to  be  entidtd  to  any  considera- 
tion: (his  uas  that  the  infurmstion  it  cmtained  miglit 
be  useful  lo  the  LegisUturea  of  the  Slates,  in  giving  a 
wise  and  prudent  direction  to  (heir  legislation  in  regard 
to  the  money  they  were  about  to  receive  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  depoute  act.  This,  be  considered,  was  a 
It  gitimale,  fair,  and,  he  would  add,  important  object, 
There  was  too  much  reason  to  fear,  b«;lhoughl,  |liat  the 
SUlc^  or  many  of  tbem,  BT^gi^i»P(9n(Sig  ^osU 
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tion  of  thu  fund,  and  perhaps  inch  •  diapcMition  u 
would  not  be  alto^ther  coruiatent  with  the  principlet 
and  fpirit  of  the  deposite  law.  Did  he  believe  that  ibia 
document  contained  inforinatton  calculated  to  enlighten 
their  coiirae,  and  that  it  embraced  all  the  information 
necessary  and  proper  for  that  purpose,  he  might  be  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  bo  unusual  and  extraordinary  a  measure 
aa  that  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Hr. 
Bbbtom  ]  Me  doubted,  however,  whether  this  docu- 
ment would  answer  any  useful  purpose.  It  did  liot  con' 
tain  all  the  information  necessary,  and  be  learned  it 
would  be  more  litt  ly  to  mislead  than  to  enlighten  the 
action  of  the  States.  If  any  document  could  set  public 
opinion  right  on  this  subject,  he  thought  the  message  of 
the  President  was  best  adapted  to  do  it.  But  he  de- 
spaired of  attaining  this  object:  public  opinion  hid  ta- 
ken its  course,  ana  settled  down  under  peculiar  circum- 
■ttncea,  and  cannot  be  changed  by  any  document  we 
can  send  to  the  States,  or  among  the  people'.  So  far 
as  it  is  wrong,  it  must  work  its  own  curt^. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  perhapa  nn  law  ever  enacted  by 
Congress  has  had  so  strange  a  destiny  as  the  deposite 
act  of  last  session,  lis  true  character  had  been  misrep- 
resented, grossly  misrepresented,  both  by  friends  and 
foes,  by  all  parlies  throughout  the  »liole  ITnitm.  Du- 
ring its  long  and  arduous  struggle  in  this  hull,  it  was 
treated,  by  all  who  supported  it  at  least,  simply  as  a  de- 
posite bill.  Dut  the  moment  the  question  was  finslly 
decided,  and  before  the  bill  had  got  really  out  of  the 
Senate,  what  did  we  hear?  Why,  one  voice  was  raised — 
a  voice  of  triumph — calculated  to  give  to  the  law  a  false 
character.  And  what  did  we  witness  afterwards?  The 
friends  of  the  measure,  he  meant  the  original  friends, 
those  who  claimed  its  paternity,  alLunited,  in  every  way 
and  farm,  througli  their  organs,  the  press,  and  in  every 
other  way,  in  giring  a  false  character  to  the  act.  It  was 
declared  to  be  a  distribution  bill,  a  law  for  dividing  the 
surplus  revenue  among  the  Stales.  But  this  was  not  all, 
nor  the  worst.  Tiie  opponents  of  the  measure  united 
-and  made  common  cause  wUh  its  friends,  its  original 
friendd,  in  misleading  the  public  and  giving  a  false  char- 
acter to  this  bw.  Among  them,  his  diathiguished  friend 
from  Missouri  [Hr.  Bsirroir]  bad  lent  the  influence  of 
his  great  name  and  fame,  the  extent  of  which  no  one 
knew  belter  than  himself,  to  give  a  character  to  this  act. 
He  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman  supposed  he  give  it  its 
true  charncter)  yet  some  of  us,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  who  had 
felt  it  a  duly  to  support  it,  although  as  much  opposed  to 
the  principle  of  distribution  as  that  Senator  himself, 
ttiought  he  gave  It  a  ftlse  character.  [le  declared  it  to 
be  a  distribution  aci,  and  the  triumph  of  the  scheme  of 
dividing  aurpldsei  among  the  Slates. 

Under  such  circumstances  It  had  been  found  of  no  use 
to  attempt  to  present  to  the  public  the  true  character  of 
tbts  measure.  If  we  held  up  ttie  act,  and  pointed  the 
public  mind  to  its  plain  letter  and  distinct  provisions, 
which  declare  that  the  money  i<<  to  be  deposited  with  the 
States  in  trust  for  safe  keeping,  and  to  be  returned 
when  demanded,  we  were  told:  "  It  la  of  no  use,  every 
body  knows  that  this  isa  distribution  of  the  surplus,  and 
that  the  money  will  never  be  called  for."  Such  were 
the  circumstances  under  which  public  opinion  had  been 
formed,  and  it  was  in  vain  to  think  to  change  itiiy  send- 
ing documents  to  the  Stale  LcgiNlatures  at  this  time. 
Nothing  short  of  a  voice  from. Heaven  could  satisfy  a 
large  portion  of  the  people  that  this  money  does  not  be- 
long to  the  S'ates,  and  it  will  be  received  and  disposed 
of  under  these  Mse  and  erroneous  views. 

In  regard  to  the  benefits  or  the  evils  of  iMnding  this 
surplus  over  to  the  States,  Ibey  yet  remained  to  be 
known.  Of  the  dangers  and  difBculties  which  it  will  be 
likely  to  occasion,  he  was  as  sensible  as  any  one.  We 
have  removed  tlie  burden  from  our  own  shoulders,  and 


thrown  It  on  th£  Statesi  we  fasve  sent  the  golden  apple 
of  discord  among  them,  and  i(  remains  to  be  known 
whether  it  will  be  used  for  good  or  for  evil— whether  it 
will  be  a  blessing^  a  curse. 

l*he  Legislature  of  his  own  State  was  now  in  session, 
and  he  was  informed  were  distracted  with  the  disposilian 
of  their  share  of  the  surplus.  I'here  were  many  schefses 
for  disposing  of  it,  and  which  would  prevsil  be  could  not 
say;  but  presumed  that  the  erroneous  impressions  to 
which  he  had  alluded  would  have  their  effect,  and  that 
the  distribution  principle  would  triumph,  and  that  Ibe 
fund  would  be  divided  and  subdivided,  he  could  not  say 
to  what  extent.  It  was  proposed  to  divide  it  up  among 
(he  townsi  and  whether  the  dii>tribution  principle  would 
stop  there,  or  be  followed  out,  might  be  doubtful;  for  so 
strong  had  this  principle  taken  hold  of  public  sentnaent 
every  where,  that  he  should  hardly  be  surprised  to  bear 
that  a  more  thorough  distribution  had  been  made,  and 
that  the  whole  fiitM  had  been  divided  up  perceynia, 
among  every  mHn,  woman,  and  child,  in  the  State,  for 
safe  keeping.  He  hoped  the  fund  would  prove  bemfi- 
cial  to  tlie  State,  although  fur  a  time  it  may  distract  its 
councils.  There  were  those,  however,  who  regarded 
the  evil  as  greater  than  the  benefit.  A  letter  he  had 
this  day  received  from  a  friend  on  the  spot,  layv,  ''For 
God's  sake  send  no  more  money  among  us." 

The  conduct  of  many  in  regard  to  the  deponle  act 
had  been  veiY  slrangei  they  condemn  (he  principle  of 
distributinn,  they  condemn  the  deposite  bill,  they  con- 
demn those  who  voted  for  il,  yet  Ihey  are  aiding  to  re- 
ceive the  money;  nay,  they  seize  upon  it  with  the  keen- 
est avidity,  and  seem  determined  to  follow  out  the  prin- 
ciple of  distribution,  which  they  cundtmn,  and  deter- 
mine to  distribute,  divide,  and  re-divide  the  fund,  until 
thf  y  can  get  a  share  of  it  into  therown  pockets.  Tkrae 
are  sume  of  the  first  fruits  of  dividing  up  surphiars 
among  the  people.  ~ 

Rut  great  as  he  considered  the  danger  from  sending 
this  money  among  the  State*,  he  regarded  the  evils  of  its 
remaining  in  your  Treasury,  and  deposite  b^nks,  as  still 
greater.  Our  act  did  not  create  the  evils  from  this  sur- 
plus, aithougli  it  may  have  transferred  them  from  ihb 
Government  to  the  Slates.  But  the  danger  and  the  evil 
existed:  It  was  here,  it  wss  upon  Congren^  templing  ws 
to  extravagsnt  expenditures;  it  was  upon  the  depositt 
banks,  inflating  and  blowing  up  our  whole  paper  qrs- 
tero-  Whatever  else  might  follow,  one  ihing  was  cer- 
tain: we  had  removed  the  evil  from  Congress;  we  had 
thrown  off  a  burden  which  bad  rested  heavily  upon  us, 
and  which  he  consiilered  was  more'than  we  cotild  bear; 
he  felt  relieved,  and  rejoiced  to  get  clew  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  surrounded  Congress  the  last  acsMon. 

The  only  legitimate  object  of  sending  this  document 
to  the  States  could  not  be  accomplishedf  (Itey  bad  al- 
ready taken  their  course,  and  must  be  permitted  to  go 
on.  If  the  Senator  from  Missouri  wished — which  be 
presumed  lie  did  not — to  send  this  paper  to  the  Slates, 
10  persuade  them  or  the  people  that  Congress  liid  done 
wrong  at  the  last  session,  that  the  money  ibej  were  abntit 
to  receive  was  wanted  fur  the  legttimste  purposes  of  this 
Gm-ernment,  he  cotild  not  aid  itim  in  that  course  i  he 
could  see  no  good  that  was  to  result  from  it,  and  it  did 
not  appear  to  be  exactly  just  lowarda  those  who  bad 
voted  fur  the  deposite  act,  although  dlsspproving  of  Iha 
principle  of  distribution. 

It  would  be  presumption  in  him  to  attempt  to  advise 
so  distinguished  and  experienced  a  Senator  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri.  Dut  he  might  be  permitted  to 
say  what  would  be  bis  own  course,  and  what  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  course  dictated  by  wisdom  and  pt^y. 
He  would  not  revive  the  contentions  of  the  lavt  seasiont 
he  would  not  unnecessarily  fighi  (H)r  batiles,over  again. 
Sufficient  for  the  y«t^^jf:ti!5^B|!5gl0nit«w!  of 
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Mtempiinj;  to  use  Ihit  unexpended  bitance  fourteen 
uid  a  half  millioiM  ■•  an  argument  against  the  act  of  last 
ansion.  he  would  make  use  of  it  to  oppose  the  extension 
of  the  distribution  principle,  to  resist  llie  distribution 
schetDC  of  the  present  session.  The  war  is  not  over;  all 
the  projects  of  last  session  are  revived:  we  have  the 
land  bill,  and  the  bill  far  distributing  surpluses  to  the 
Slates,  already  before  us.  Let  us  now  make  a  stand, 
fortify  our  camp,  and  not  usclesdy  waste  oar  ammuni- 
lioa.  We  shall  want  the  unexpended  balance  of  laat 
yesr**  appropriations,  and  all  other  bets  and  ailments 
which  we  can  br  ng  to  our  aid,  successrully  to  resist 
powerful  efforts  «  hich  are  to  be  made  to  follow  up  the 
diatributton  of  surpluses  annually,  until  the  system  shall 
be  &xed  upon  us  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  Govern- 
Dwot.  This  appeared  to  bim  the  wiser  and  better 
courset  he  couM  not,  therefure,  vote  for  the  gentleman's 
notion. 

Hr.  HUBBARD  said  that,  when  he  was  up  before,  he 
had  expreased  a  wish  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
woukl  so  amend  bis  motion  as  to  confine  the  printing  of 
the  document  for  the  use  of  the  Senatej  and,  after  the 
discuaaioD  which  had  taken  place,  be  felt  confirmed  in 
the  propriety  of  that  Bu^^estion.  The  Senator  had 
stated,  aa  ft  reason  for  wiping  to  semi  this  document  to 
the  SWe  Le^htures,  that  the  question  at  to  the  man- 
ner of  dispoBiag  of  the  deposite  fund  was  now  pending 
before  them,  and  that  the  document  was  intended  to  in- 
form them  that  Congress  had  been  apportioning  money 
to  the  States  for  drpoaitej  the  sum  of  fourteen  millions  of 
dollan^  which  was  an  unexpended  balance  of  appropria- 
tions whi<:h  had  actually  been  made,  intending  thereby 
to  make  the  impression  that  this  balance  of  appropria- 
tioni  must  be  bad;  and,  in  order  to  supply  the  Treasury 
with  the  necessary  moneys,  a  part  of  the  money  which 
would  be  deposited  with  the  States  after  the  Ui  of  Jan- 
uary, in  pursuance  of  the  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session, 
would  necessarily  have  to  be  returned  to  the  Treasury, 
and  intending  also  to  produce  an  influence  upon  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Legislature  upon  this  subject,  and  moreover 
to  bold  up  those  who  were  the  avowed  friends  of  this  bill 
to  the  odium  of  their  constituents,  for  sending  among 
then  money  required  for  the  use  of  the  Government. 
He  WM  so  unfortunate  as  to  have  differed  from  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  as  to  the  propriety  and  policy  of  past- 
ing  that  deposite  bill.  lie  gave  it  bis  support  He  had 
aecn  no  cause  to  rrgret  that  vote.  He  then  believed  it 
right  and  proper,  and  demanded  from  «  just  regard  to 
ibe  public  interest.  He  still  believed  the  samet  and, 
under  the  same  circumstances,  be  should  not  hesitate  tu 
give  a  similar  vote  upon  the  same  subject.  He  had 
voted  for  tbe  bill,  and  he  bad  alio  voted  for  the  appropria- 
tion bills  which  are  enumerate  in  the  document  pro* 
poeed  to  be  printed.  He  well  understood  the  effect  of 
bis  vote;  and  he,  for  one,  was  then  entirely  satisfied  that 
tbe  whole  amount  of  those  appropriations  could  not  be 
expended  before  the  1st  day  of  January  next)  and  yet 
that  fact,  of  itself,  had  no  influence  upon  bis  mind,  to  de- 
t*-r  him  from  giving  his  support  to  the  deposite  bill.  The 
whole  history  of  our  legtslalion,  since  the  foundation  of 
the  Gorcmment,  will  show  an  unexpended  balance  of 
former  appropriations  remaining  in  the  Treasury  at  the 
eomoiencement  of  each  succeeding  year.  The  unex- 
pended balance  on  the  coming  Isl  day  of  January  will 
undoubtedly  be  largt-r  Ihun  usual;  but,  after  deducting 
ibc  five  millions  left  in  tbe  Treasury,  according  to  the 
provisiona  of  the  deposite  bill,  tbe  sum  will  be  reduced 
to  about  the  usual  unexpended  amount  (^appropriations. 
Bat  the  document,  ilnaccompimied  with  any  other  fiscal 
tiatemeni,  as  he  had  before  remarked,  would  certainly 
give  wrong  impressions,  and  tend  to  darken,  rather  than 
enl'^ten,  tbe  public  mind  as  to  the  true  condition  of  the 
Treasury.   A  reference  tu  the  Secretary's  report  upon 


tbe  finances  would  show  what  would  be  the  probable 

condition  of  the  public  Treasury  at  the  close  of  tbe  year 
183r.  There  could  be  no  mistake  about  this  matter; 
making  ibe  ordinary  sppropriBtions,  and  calculating  only 
upon  a  receipt  of  five  millions  from  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  instead  of  their  being  deficit  in  the  sum  of 
fourteen  millions,  there  would  not  be  a  deficit  of  over 
two  or  three  millions,  upon  tbe  ahowing  of  the  Secretary 
himself.  The  docnment,  he  again  repeated,  was  calcu- 
lated to  misleadt  and  unlesa  it  could  be  accompanied 
with  an  official  statement  of  what  would  be  thcvmeana  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  October,  1837,  when  the 
deposite  bill  will  have  been  executed,  to  meet  all  claims 
upon  the  Treasury,  be  should  be  opposed  to  sending  it 
to  the  State  Legislatures.  He  was  entirely  willing  to  give 
all  desirable  infnrmationt  be  would  withhold  nothing  from 
them  which  could  be  usefult  but  the  document,  printed 
as  it  is  proposed  to  print  it,  independent  of  the  other  offi- 
cial reports  upon  tbe  state  of  the  finances,  would,  it 
seemed  to  him,  afTurd  no  useful  information.  He  would 
venture  to  predict  that,  during  tbe  next  fiscal  year,  there 
would  not  be  any  period  when  the  Treasury  would  feel 
embarrassed  from  having  deposited  with  the  States  Ibe 
sum  actually  found  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  dny  of 
January.  Bo  far  from  it,  in  his  belief,  there  would  be 
found,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  means  sufficient  lo  meet 
all  claima  upon  the  Treasury.  He  would,  however,  ex- 
press the  hope  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  would 
be  able  to  bring  forward  some  measure,  which,  in  effect, 
would  leave  hereafter  in  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
*'  the  best  dep93itories  of  the  public  money,"  what  will 
not  absolutely  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Such  a  measure  be  should  support.  He  would 
again,  in  conclusion,  repeiu  his  former  request,  that  tbe 
Senator  from  Missouri  would  so  amend  his  motion  as  to 
have  the  document  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 
He  bad  no  objections  to  printing  an  extra  number,  but 
he  had  objections  lo  sending  this  document,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Senate,  to  -the  Slate  Legislatures,  as  a 
document  designed  to  aid  them  in  their  action,  which, 
he  believed,  was  calculated  to  produce  a  contrary  effect. 

Hr.  STRANGE  rose  and  said  that  he  was  but  young 
in  the  Senate,  and  therefore  it  would  be  rash  In  bim  lo 
lay  down  any  rule  for  its  action.  But  be  might  venture 
to  say  that  on  this,  as  on  every  future  occasion,  he  would 
vote  in  fnvor  of  printing  any  paper  whicli  was  calculated 
to  give  information  to  the  people.  He  underaiood  there 
were  very  few  gentlemen  in  this  body  who  objected  tu 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  to  have  the 
document  in  question  printed)  but  the  objection  was  to 
its  being  sent  to  the  Governors  and  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States;  and  be  (Hr.  S.)  concurred  in  that  objec- 
tion. He  confessed  that  he  was  somewhat  surprised  to 
see  the  Senste  thrown  into  a  tumult  from  a  mere  propo- 
sition to  print  a  document;  but  when  he  recollected  how 
Senators  were  situated  with  regard  to  a  measure  adopted 
at  the  last  session,  his  wuntler  ceased.  He  could  not  vote 
to  send  a  document  out,  upon  the  grounda  urged  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Missouri.  He  was  opposed  to 
sending  copies  to  the  Legislatures  and  Governors  of  the 
States.  And  he  was  opposed  to  the  proposition  on  an- 
other ground:  the  effect  which  it  might  seem  it  was 
intended  lo  produce  on  the  Governors  and  Legislalurei. 
On  the  document  reaching  them,  the  natural  inquiry 
would  be,  whut  was  the  object  to  be  accomplished  by 
sending  us  this  document'  It  certainly  was  desif(ned  to 
have  some  effect.  Is  it  lo  operate  on  the  LegnUture? 
What  right  has  Congress,  or  any  portion  of  Congress  lo 
dictate  to  us  or  to  either  brsnch  of  our  Legislature? 
Upon  this  matter  (concluded  Hr.  S.)  we  are  supreme, 
and  have  no  auperior.  We  judge  fur  ourselves,  and 
think  no  man  or  body  of  men  have  alight  to  interfere. 
I  therefore  unite  with  tb^|^g|Hy£^f^(i^«(n5»hiro 
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[Mr.  Hubbasd]  in  praying  the  Senator  from  Misaoiiri  to 
call  to  hii  recollection  the  fable  ef  the  bny  and  the  lil- 
bcris,  and  aliike  out  that  pari  of  b^s  proposition  relative 
to  bending  copiei  of  the  document  to  tbe  Gorcrnori  and 
Lf  jfislaturrs  of  tbe  several  States. 

Mr.  BBNl'ON  accepted  the  suneslion  of  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  and  modified  bis  motion  accordin{r- 
ly,  so  that  one  thousand  extra  copies  were  ordered  to 
be  pi'Inted  for  llie  use  of  the  Senate.  - 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPI^IN. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  lo  the  election  of  a  chap- 
lain; nhen,  the  ballots  being  counted,  it  appeared  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Gocdman,  having  received  SS  volea»  was 

duly  elected. 

Several  bilU  received  from  the  House  received  their 
firiit  and  second  reading,  and  were  appropriately  refer* 
red;  when 

Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 


TnonsnAT,  Dkcexbxb  SO. 
ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN- 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
reported  a  bill  fur  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
into  the  Uniont  which  was,  by  consent,  read  twice. 

Mr.  GHUNDY  moved  that  the  bill  now  receive  its 
third  resding:  it  was  but  shorit  the  facts  of  the  ease 
were  well  knownt  and  if  any  Senator  wished  further 
information,  he  stood  ready  to  give  it,  to  br  u  il  was  in 
possession  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  RWING  objected  to  the  bill's  receiving  its  third 
reading  at  this  time.  It  was  far  too  important  in  its 
character  to  be  hurried  through  the  Senate  in  this  man- 
ner, without  time  to  look  at  or  consider  it. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  joined  In  tbe  objection.  He  bad  not, 
lie  taid,  looked  much  at  the  question  involved  in  the 
bill,  nor  was  be  acquainted  with  the  facts  of  tbe  casei 
but,  assuming  them  lo  be  as  had  been  staled  in  the  Pres* 
ident's  message,  this  was  one  of  tbe  very  gravest  ques- 
tions ever  submitted  to  the  Senate.  It  was  certainly  one 
which  required  to  be  maturely  cotisidt-red,  and  carefully 
weighed.  He  wished  more  time  for  reflection:  6rst,  that 
he  might  more  accurately  ascertain  what  the  facts  were; 
and,  secondly,  that  he  might  weigh  them  in  hia  mind 
with  the  care  they  demande<1.  He  preanmetl  others 
were  of  hke  mind;  and,  with  a  view  tu  ascertain  the 
wishes  of  the  Senate,  be  would  move  that  (he  further 
considerattun  of  the  bill  be  postponed,  and  that  it  be 

ade  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  day  week. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  did  not  object  to  Rliowing  gentlemen  a 
reasonable  time,  but  thought  the  day  named  too  distant. 
There  was  one  good  reast  n  why  the  bill  should  receive 
an  earlier  consideration:  the  distribution  of  the  deposites 
was  to  lake  place  soon  after  the  Ist  day  of  January  next, 
and  it  wu  desirable,  if  the  bill  was  to  pass  at  all,  that  it 
passed  early  enough  lo  admit  the  Stale  of  Michigan  to 
receive,  with  her  sisters  of  the  confederacy,  her  due 
proportion  of  the  public  moneys;  but  if  (he  whole  sub- 
ject was  put  off,  as  had  been  moved,  the  passage  of  ihe 
bill  might  be  so  far  delayed  as  to  redder  this  impossible. 
This,  surely,  was  a  strong  argument  for  as  early  an  atten- 
tion to  the  subject  ss  possible.  A«  to  the  facts  vf  the 
case,  they  were  detailed  in  the  PreNideni'a  message,  and 
in  the  documents  which  had  been  reported  with  the 
bill:  he  was  fully  aware  that  they  presented  a  case,  in 
regard  to  which  the  juilgmenis  of  gentlemen  might 
widely  differ;  but  the  facts  themselves  were  few,  and 
might  sotHi  be  tuld.  In  June  hat.  Congress  had  passed 
a  bill  declaring  that,  on  certain  conditions  therein  set 
forth,  the  new  State  of  Michigan  should  be  received 
Into  the  Union:  one  of  wbirli  wa«,  that  certain  boundary 
lines  should  be  assigned  to  the  Slate ;  and  another,  that  a 


convention  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  convened  for  the 
express  purpose,  should  express  tbeir  assent  to  theae 
conditions,  and  agree  to  come  into  the  confederacy  on 
the  terms  prescribed.  The  act  contained  no  directions 
as  to  tbe  manner  in  which  such  convention  should  be 
called.  A  convention  was  ordered  by  the  Legislature 
of  Michigan;  which  met,  and  concluded  to  reject  ihe 
conditions  of  admission,  and  communicated  such  dissent 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  On  fartlier  re- 
flection, however,  without  any  particular  form  of  legi*. 
lation,  the  people  themselves  liad  nnee  spontaneausly 
met  in  their  primary  sssembliea,  and  called  a  second 
convention,  by  which  body  it  had  been  agreed  to  accept 
the  conditions  of  tbe  laW,  and  thus  to  enter  the  confed- 
eracy. It  was  since  sscerlsined  that  from  5,000  to  6,000 
voles  for  this  latttrr  convention  bad  been  cast  for  the 
same  members  who  had  formerly  decided  to  refuse  tbe 
terms  of  admisaion,  and  from  8,000  lo  9,000  in  favor  of 
men  of  a  different  opinion.  This,  he  believed,  was 
about  ss  correct  a  statement  of  ihe  facta  of  the  case  as 
cnuld  be  obtained  by  greater  delay.  The  question  was 
certainly  open  as  to  the  validity  of  the  acts  of  this  latter 
convention,  on  which,  no  doubt,  there  would  be  a  di- 
versity of  opinion;  but  as  to  the  facts  there  could  be  no 
dispute.  It  would  appear,  on  examination,  thai  although 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  Michigan  had,  at  the  dale 
of  the  firM  convention,  been  oppmed  lo  accepting  tbe 
terms  of  admission,  yet,  at  the  time  the  last  was  beld, 
an  overflowing  majority  had  been  in  favor  of  the  meas- 
ure. When  these  facts  should  be  found  snd  admitted  to 
be  ss  stated,  Mr.  G.  should  give  his  views  as  to  what 
ought  to  be  the  consequence.  But  be  was  anxious  that 
the  law  should  be  passed  in  time  for  Michigan  to  get 
her  proportion  of  the  public  money.  The  Secretary 
could  nut  make  the  distribution  on  tbe  first  of^the 
month,  as  all  the  returns  would  not  then  be  in,  but  be 
might  probably  be  in  circumstances  to  do  so  within  tea 
days  thereafter. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  no  Senator  was  more  afixiooa 
that  the  new  State  of  Michigan  should  be  received  into 
the  confederacy  than  himself  or  could  be  more  willing 
that  she  should  obtain  her  due  proportion  of  the  public' 
money  placed  in  depofiite  with  the  several  States.  He 
desired  to  interpose  no  unnecessary  delay,  and  would 
vary  his  motion  so  as  to  pritpose  tint  this  bill  be  nwde 
the  order  for  Tuesday  next.  (Monday,  he  presumed, 
would  scarcely  be  a  business  day,  and  many  of  the  mem- 
bers might  be  absent.)  According,  however,  to  tbe 
statement  given  by  the  gentleman  himself,  there  was  at 
the  bottom  of  this  subject  one  of  the  gravest,  tbe  very 
gravest,  questions  which  could  be  agitatedf  so  grave,  in- 
deed, that  important  u  he  conceived  the  deposite  act  to 
be,  be  could  abnost  prefer  that  tbrir  respective  propor- 
tions of  the  surplus  fund  should  be  withheld  from  all  the 
Stales,  than  that  a  bill  tike  this  should  rashly  be  passed. 
He  wished,  he  repeated  it,  more  time  for  reflection. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  that  slthough  be  wss  one  of  lite 
committee  who  had  reported  the  bill,  yet  he  did  nnt 
concur  In  the  preamble  as  reported.  He  did  not,  indeed, 
doubt  that  Michigan  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and  should  rejoice  at  her  adroianon.  But,  aa  the 
chairman  had  correctly  stated  the  act  of  Congreas,  pro- 
viding for  her  admission,  made  it  conditional,  and  re- 
quired her  previous  assent  to  Ihe  condition,  that  assent 
wss  to  be  made  known  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales.  Now,  the  assent  of  the  people  of  Michigan  had 
not  yet  reached  the  President  at  the  date  of  his  last  com- 
rrunication,  and  therefore  Congress  did  nut  officially 
know  the  fact.  The  first  question  was,  whether  tlie 
Scnale  was  competent  to  declare  the  act  of  the  last  con- 
vention a  valid  act.  The  law  required  that  a  contention 
should  be  called  fur  the  rxpreas-^bject  ti£  expresMDg 
aiKnt  or  dissent  to  t^fi9|^^^!Ui<D^^ii@i.  Nw, 
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the  Senate  had  leatned  from  the  President's  meaMge 
that  the  people  of  Michit^n  had  assembled  in  a  conven- 
tion called  bj  their  own  Lrgislature,  and  had  declart^d 
their  diiMnt,  and  bad  communieated  such  dissent  to  the 
Prendent.  But.  after  this  solemn  act  by  a  convention  le- 
gally called,  it  seemed  that  there  had  another  convention 
been  ^tten  op  without  any  authority  of  law,  and  on  the 
acta  of  this  body  the  present  bill  was  founded.  It  involved 
questions  of  ihe  highest  magnilucle.    Mr.  M.  went  on  to 
express  his  opinion  that  the  doings  of  the  latter  conven- 
tion could  be  no  guide  for  the  legisUiion  of  Congreu, 
who  ought  to  act  just  as  if  no  auoh  body  had  ever  met. 
lie  was  of  opinion  that  the  third  section  of  the  admission 
law,  which  required  the  previow  assent  of  the  people  of 
Michigan  to  conditions  presented  by  Congress,  was  an 
impoaition  upon  that  pec^tej  but  the  correct  mode 
would  now  be  to  repeal  that  act,  and  to  receive  the 
State  at  once.    The  whole  law  had  proceeded  on  Ihe 
bypotbeais  that  there  was  an  unsettled  boundary  line  be* 
tween  Hicbigtn  and  the  State  south  of  hert  but,  as  one 
oT  the  Senaton  of  that  Slate,  he  considered  the  question 
of  boundary  as  fully  settled.    He  was  willing  to  admit 
Michigan,  but  not  on  grounds  wliich  were  un^Hinded  in 
fact.    He  gave  notice  that  he  should,  when  the  bill 
came  up  for  consideration^  move  to  strike  out  Ihe  pre- 
amble; it  vai  intended  as  a  key  to  the  billj  but  it  was 
calculated  raibcr  to  mislead  than  to  guide  to  Ihe  true 
principle  on  which  the  bill  was  founded.    It  was  pos- 
sible that,  on 'further  reflection,  he  might  change  hia 
mindi  but  such  were  hia  present  impressions.' 

Mr.  GBUNDY  said  tha^  Ihe  committee,  when  draught- 
ing Ibe  bill,  had  also  taken  under  conbtderaiinn  that 
view  of  tbe  subject  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Obiot 
and  if^  on  Monday,  the  Senate  should  concur  in  that 
view,  no  regard  would  be  had  in  the  bill  to  the  late  con- 
vention accepting  the  terms  of  admission,  and  thus  the 
object  of  admission  would  be  attained.  But  it  was  on 
this  ground  that  Mr.  G.  preferred  the  preamble;  that 
Michigan  could  then  never  claim,  as  a  Slate,  what  Con- 
grras  had  thus  decided  against.  And,  as  there  was  an  in- 
veterate controversy  between  Michigan  and  Ohio,  he 
thought  it  the  better  way  to  bind  Hichiga  n,  so  that  un- 
der no  pretext  could  she  set  up  a  claim  to  a  section  of 
country  b«^Ionging  to  Ohio.  If  the  preamble  should  be 
stricken  out,  the  subject  would  be  more  open  to  con- 
trovcr!^  than  if  it  ahuuld  be  retained.  Mr.  G.  believed 
tliat,  by  the  preamble,  Michigan  would  be  estopped  from 
coming  forward  and  claiming  any  thing.  It  was  merely 
on  this  ground  that  be  was  in  favor  of  retaining  the  pre- 
amble. But,  to  obviate  objections,  he  was  wlllinf^  that 
tbe  bill  should  be  postponed,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  fur  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  sa  d  he  was  aware  that  the  present 
was  not  tlie  proper  occasion  to  discuss  the  merits  of  tbe 
bill  which  had  been  reported:  nor  did  he  purpose  to  en- 
ter on  iu  dncusnon;  but,  as  other  gentlemen  had  briefly 
staled  their  (pinions  on  the  subject,  be  would  in  like 
manner  state  what  was  bis  own  view  of  the  matter,  lie 
did  not  consider  the  subject  of  the  bill  as  peculiarly 
grave  or  difiicull,  save  an  it  was  always  a  grave  question 
whether  a  new  State  should  be  received  into  the  Union. 
The  language  of  the  admission  act,  which  had  passed  last 
year,  wssvery  plain  to  him,so  much  so,  indeed,  thai  be  had 
expected  Ihe  President  would  have  issued  hia  proclama- 
t»n  at  once,  without  referring  the  question  to  Congress 
for  decision.  Mr.  B.  here  quoted  the  act,  and  observed 
that  it  contained  no  provision  requiring  any  legislative 
acticm  on  ^he  part  of  Michignn,  tu  authorize  a  convention 
of  Ihe  people.  It  would  have  been  impruper  that  it 
shoold.  He  innsted  it  was  perfectly  competent  for  the 
people  of  that  Territory  to  hold  a  convention  spontane- 
ously, without  any  application  to  tbe  Legislature  about 
the  maUeri  and  if  they  bad  done  so,  the  only  question 


was  whether  such  convention  had  decided  to  accept  the 
conditions  of  admission  which  Congress  had  (very  prop* 
eriy,  in  his  judgment)  required.  He  believed  it  bad:  and 
the  case  was  therefore  very  plain.  He  understood  there 
had  been  more  votes,  by  3,000  on  both  sides,  given  in 
this  latter  than  in  the  first  convention;  and  no  matter 
how  many  unsuccessful  attempts  had  previously  been 
made,  if  thcrirconsenthadatlast  been  given,  there  was  an 
end  of  the  malleri  they  were  clearly  entitled  to  admission. 
He  should  not  enter  on  the  argument,  but  merely  thtew 
out  his  opinion,  which  he  shotild  be  ready,  at  the  proper 
time,  to  enforce  with  what  little  power  he  might  com* 
mand. 

Mr.  EWING  concurred  with  hia  colleague  [Mr.  Hob- 
bis]  in  the  opinion  that  the  last  convention  held  in  Michi- 
gan was  altt^ether  Illegal  and  unamhorized.  He  saw 
in  it  nothing  which  was  entitled  to  be  called  a  conven- 
tion of  the  people.  He  was  also  opposed  to  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bill.  He  had  not  examined  the  bill  itaelf, 
and  could  not  say  what  m<ght  be  his  i^inion  of  it,  sltould 
the  preamble  be  stricken  out)  but  how  much  soever  it 
might  operate  as  an  estoppel  to  the  new  State  of  Michi- 
gan from  ever  hereafter  mooting  again  the  vexed  ques- 
tion of  her  boundary  line,  he  was  not  in  favor  of  having 
that  estoppel  effected  by  what  he  considered  a  mere 
Bction.  [Mr.  E.  quoted  the  admission  act,  to  khow  the 
conditions  of  admission.]  Now,  did  any  one  suppose 
that  it  was  a  fulfilment  of  this  condition  for  tbe  people 
to  rise  up  in  their  primary  Hssemblie^  without  legal  or- 
ganisation or  civil  authnrity,  and  declare  their  assent  to 
the  conditions  of  admission?  Was  society  thus  to  be  re- 
duced to  ila  elements,  and  was  it  to  act  without  social  or* 
gsnizationf  The  act  of  Congress  h»d  recognised  no 
such  principle;  it  had  recognised  the  principle  of  social 
organization;  and  to  hold  the  validity  of  the  acts  of  such 
an  assemblage  as  had  come  together  under  the  nsme  of 
a  eunveniion  of  the  people,  wav  his  judgment,  so 
strange  as  to  amount  almost  to  an  absurdity.  Interested 
nr  not,  he  tliouglu,  in  all  fairness,  the  estoppel  effected 
by  such  an  act  of  assent  ought  n'lt  to  be  accepted  and 
held  binding.  It  was  based  upon  an  act  that  was  wholly 
void.  It  was  aaid,  indeed,  that  a  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple had  voted;  but  where  was  the  evidence  of  any  reg* 
ular  socijtl  organization  in  the  convention.'  What  gaar* 
anteedid-Congress  possess  that  it  had  been  convened  ac- 
cording to  Ihe  forma  of  the  conMilution^  Who  votedf 
Wtio  notified  the  people  at  large  of  the  time  and  place 
ofmeetinjE?  Did  the  people  all  consent  to  such  lime 
and  such  place?  It  wan,  at  least,  not  probable  they  did. 
The  people  of  this  country  were  in  the  habit  of  looking 
to  some  regular  and  recognised  authority  in  all  their 
proceedings.  A,  D,  and  C,  in  a  particular  county,  de- 
claring that  they  would  meet  to  consider  tliis  public 
question,  did  not  lay  the  basis  of  a  convention.  How 
had  tbe  election  of  noembers  of  the  convention  beencort- 
ducled?  Who  liad  been  tbe  judges  of  election'  had 
(hey  been  sworn?  if  so,  their  oath  must  have  been  ex- 
trajudicial. And  who  had  been  ptrmitted  to  vote?  It 
had  been  said  there  were  two  thousand  more  votes 
given  on  either  s'de  than  in  the  first  convention.  That 
that  number  of  votes  had  bten  counted  he  did  not 
doubt;  but  where  was  the  evidence  that  they  had  becii 
given^  No  warrant,  or  qualification  of  voters,  had  been 
alluded  to.  Mr.  B.  had  no  objection  to  the  admission 
of  Michigan,  but  let  it  be  dune  regularly,  and  in  a  prop- 
er manner;  and  let  nothing  like  trick  be  practised  upon 
the  people  of  Ihe  new  Slute,  by  an  estoppel  improperly 
obtained  against  their  claims. 

Mr.  MORRIS  said  he  was  very  (hankTuI  Tor  iDfnrmn- 
tiun  that  would  show  the  ground  on  which  the  parties 
atood  in  the  discussion.  He  understood  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  Bttcn&TtAN]  thus:  that  all  whiclrwaareqMiKd  oflbe 
people  of  Michigan  waathattheyynuiwwwclfceonvei}- 
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tion,  knd  that  MCh  eonventi<m  should  uwnt  to  the  act 
vf  adnihtioii.  The  genllenun  even  went  further;  if  one 
eonvcnlion  bad  fviled,  the  people  might  chooie  mother, 
and  90  goon  ad  infinitum,  Tliii  doctrine  (Ur.  M. 
thought]  went  directly  to  diuolve  the  whole  elements 
of  Bociety,  and  to  dettroy  all  the  obligationa  of  Uw.  It 
amounted  to  ihiK  thai  if  an  act  of  Congress  should  be 
paaaed  for  the  punishment  of  an  ofTeiice,  which  acl  re- 
quired a  judicial  investigation,  the  people  miKhi,  not- 
witbatanding,  rise  in  an  original  aaaembly,  and  tbem- 
avlvea inflict  the  punishment. 

Again:  if  Michigan  had  adopted  a  cnnslituiion,  it  wis 
bound  to  abide  by  that  constitution.  But  (his  proposed 
act  of  Cot^rcBs  would  give  the  people  of  Michigan  the 
power  to  amend  and  add  lo  that  constitution.  Mr.  M. 
ibouf^t  that  doctrine!  of  tbia  kind  ought  not  to  be  tol- 
eratu.  And  if  auch  an  original  convention  was  proper, 
how  wsa  it  to  be  created  F  Wa^  one  county  to  notify 
another,  or  one  individual  another?  or  how  was  it  to  be 
done^  If  the  people  of  Michigan  might  act  in  this  irreg- 
ular way,  then  so  might  the  people  of  any  of  the  States, 
and  all  government  and  law  would  be  thus  already  dis- 
solved into  their  original  elements,  and  the  whole  fabric 
of  our  institutions  would  be  reduced  to  a  shadow.  And 
the  fault  would  not  be  so  miiob  in  the  people  of  Micliii^an 
as  in  this  proposed  act  of  Congress.  Mr.  U.  thought 
much  mischief  would  follow  the  passage  of  the  bill  with 
such  a  preamble.  It  would  be  establishing  by  Congreaa 
the  doctrine  that  we  are  not  to  be  governed  by  law,  but 
by  popular  frenzy.  When  the  Legislature  of  Michigan 
passed  the  law  authorizing  a  convention,  was  there  any 
objection  made  to  that  law }  But  why  pass  the  law,  if 
the  people  mi^ht  rise  in  an  original  convention?  It- was 
auch  a  convention  that  at  least  accepted  the  terms  of  ad- 
mission—a conventitfn  which,  as  the  President  had  in- 
formed us,  was  got  up  without  lawi  and  the  President 
had  tbererore  not  issued  his  proclamation  of  admission. 
It  seemed  to  Mr.  M.  that  all  this  was  a  wide  departure 
from  the  conatitulion  and  laws  of  the  countryt  and  he 
should,  therefore,  at  the  proper  lime,  move  to  atrike  out 
the  preamble. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  regretted  that,  in  expressing  a  mere 
general  opinion,  he  had  unintentionally  given  rise  to  the 
present  discussion.  The  Senator  from  Ohio,  who  liad 
^ust  taken  his  teat,  had  slated  the  ground  he  had  taken 
in  such  strong  terms,  that  Mr.  B.  supposed  that  if  an 
aitgel  from  heaven  should  attempt  to  cunvince  him  of 
the  contrary,  he  would  labor  in  vain.  That  honorable 
Senator  had  discovered  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  a  great  lati- 
tudinariani  and  that,  if  the  principles  be  had  aialed  should 
once  be  admitted,  every  thing  would  run  to  confusion. 
The  people,  it  seemed,  would  rise,  and  not  only  legislate 
lor  themselves,  but  txeciite  justice  also!  — (he  presumed 
by  Lynch  Uw.)  But  he  denied  the  justice  of  any  such 
inferences  from  his  doctrine.  By  what  authority  had  the 
first  convention  been  held?  Not  from  any  power  given 
by  the  act  of  Congress  to  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  to 
pass  a  law  calling  a  convention.  Why,  then,  had  auch 
an  act  been  passed^  Cleariy  from  the  neeeasify  of  the 
case.  Michigan  had  been  acting  as  a  sovereign  State, 
and  Congress  had  been  treating  wtih  her  touting  her 
admission  into  the  Union.  It  had  been  very  proper  in 
the  Lrgislature  to  psu  such  a  law;  but  the  convention 
SMembled  under  it  had  proved  ineffectual.  Congrtas 
lud  acted  wisely  in  not  requiring  any  act  of  the  LegiBU- 
ture  to  give  validity  lo  the  convention.  The  aovereign 
people  of  the  State  of  Michigan  bad  a  right  to  do,  in  this 
matter,  just  what  they  should  please  lo  do.  Ami  even 
had  the  Legialature  refosed  to  pass  a  law  callii^  a  con- 
vention, tlie  people  would  still  have  possessed  the  right 
to  meet  in  their  primary  assemblies,  and  make  their 
wishes  known  lu  the  LegiaUture.  He  admitted  that 
Congress  should  lint  be  satisfied  that  the  convention  bad 


acted  in  a  regular  manner,  and  had  actually  eoncaned 
in  the  conditions  of  admission.  But,  when  this  was  pn. 
veil,  it  was  no  longer  a  matter  of  favor  to  receive  ttie 
new  Sute.  It  was  her  right  to  come  in.  He  ihoaU 
not  go  into  the  argument  at  this  time;  when  the  bill 
came  up,  he  should  be  happy  to  meet  the  two  Senaton 
from  Ohio  in  its  discussion. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  it  was  imposatble  that  any  queitkm 
could  arise  about  the  admission,  on  which  every  genlle* 
man  had  not  already  made  up  his  miml.  The  subject 
had  already  been  four  or  five  years  before  Coi^reM. 
Mr.  B.  insiated  that  the  question  was  a  mere  questioa  ol 
right — a  right  which  exiaied  four  yeara  sgo,  but  which 
had  been  met  at  the  threshold,  and  fought  inch  by  Ineb, 
till,  at  the  last  aeation  of  Congreas,  the  friends  of  the 
admission  had  determined  to  sit  it  out.  The  admiaimi 
had  been  resisted  in  a  manner  unknown  to  the  biitoivof 
the  country.  And  now  it  was  to  he  put  oflT  till  Mond^, 
when  the  Senate  had  rather  occasion  to  Ml  at  nigbt  is 
these  short  dayst  and  (be  nights  would  be  necesury  (br 
the  discussion  of  this  question.  If  all  the  qaeslioai 
brought  forward  ahould  be  diacusaed.  they  must  begin 
with  Adam,  who  had  but  one  woman  to  govern,  and 
enter  into  the  history  of  original  conventions.  There 
was  no  necessi^  of  postponing  till  Monday.  All  the  tine 
would  belittle  enough  for  them  to  get  rid  of  what  was  pent 
up  within  them  almost  to  bursting  on  this  subject  Btd 
if  postponed,  then,  when  Monday  ahould  come,  Mr.  B. 
would  come  and  sit  down  in  his  chair,  and  would  caap 
on  this  ground  till  Michigan  ahould  be  admitted. 

The  discussion  ended  by  making  the  bill  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next. 

THE  TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  eonsidcfatioo  of 
the  joint  resolution  rescinding  the  Treasury  order  of  July 
11,  1836,  &c. — the  question  being  on  the  lubstiluls 
offered  by  Mr.  Rivas,  aiming,  indirectly,  at  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  small  bills  of  the  Stale  banks. 

Mr.  MORRIS  having  waived  his  right  to  the  floor, 

Mr.  SOUTHARU  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

The  reaoluliun  of  the  Senator  from  Oliio  [Mr.  Ewim) 
now  submitted  to  our  eonnderation,  proposes  two  tliing»— 

To  rescind  the  Treasury  order  of  11th  July  last,  aad 
.  to  preveut  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  delegatinf 
I  lo  others  the  power  of  directing  what  funds  thall  be  re- 
ceived for  the  customs  and  public  landt,  and  from  nu- 
kini;  any  discrimination  in  the  funds  which  slialJ  be  re- 
ceived, either  as  to  the  persons  who  have  to  pay.  Of  the 
objects  for  which  the  payments  shall  be  made. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  does  not 
rescind  the  order,  but,  regarding  it  as  legal  and  lenpo 
rary,  prescribes  that,  hereafter,  dues  to  the  Goverwncol 
shall  be  paid  in  specie  or  note*  of  specie-paying  t*""*^, 
provided  ihe  banks  whose  notes  shall  be  received  ihill 
not  issue  those  of  less  denomination  than  $5  now;  km 
than  $10  after  Isl  July.  18J9t  and  less  than  <30  afler  M 
July,  1841 1  and  also  that  no  notes  shall  be  received  wtuM 
the  deposite  banks  riiall  not  be  willuig  to  credit  to  the 
Government  as  cash. 

The  resolution  satisfies  itself  with  leaving  the  law  oo 
the  aubjrct  as  it  was  before  the  interference  of  the  Prei* 
ident  and  Secretary  in  July. 

I  he  amendment  provides  by  joint  resolution  'Ij* 
manner  of  payment  and  kinda  of  money  which  ''J? 
received,  and  leaves  Ihe  selection  of  the  notes 
shall  be  received  neither  to  the  Secretary, 
President,  n«  to  Congress,  but  to  the  depostie  bs«s. 
A  strange  surrender  of  power  to  them— a  feature  of  • 
financial  syttem  to  which  it  is  impossible  to  agree. 

The  decision  must  be  made  by  the  Senate  '^"'f" 
the  two  propositions.   I  cannot  h^tate  in  adoptii>K  ^" 
resolution  and  «j*«inffigtftf e^y'WlfOg  Ic 
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The  FMolution  lesvu  the  tow  m  it  wn.  By  tlut  law 
erery  citixen  had  r  right  to  p«y  in  the  Mone  kind  of  mo- 
Bcy;  either  in  tpcoie  or  in  notes  convertible  into  specie 

00  deownd.  All  were  on  kn  eqaality  in  this  respect,  tn 
every  part  of  the  Unioiu  This  wis  Just  in  itself,  and 
■uitM  to  the  fVindtmeDtal  principle  of  our  tnbtituiioni — 
equeli^  of  rights  and  privileges. 

The  reaoUititm  rests  on  the  sMUtnption  that  ibis  state 
of  thii^  ought  not  to  be  cbangedt  or,  if  it-ought,  that 
the  Kzecutive  has  nu  legal  ngttt  to  change  it  without 
the  direction  of  Congretst  that  the  Secretary,  with  or 
wilUout  the  orders  of  the  President,  has  no  power  of  le* 
gisbtioQ  in  regard  to  the  currencjr  and  the  pubfic  hndsi 
aor  any  authority  to  disunminate  in  bvor  of  one  citizen 
over  snotber,  or  of  tbe  inhabitants  of  one  State  over  an* 
other.    These  principles  receive  my  concurrence!  and 

1  am,  therefore,  in  ftror  of  the  resolution. 
I  propose  to  inquire — 

What  the  order  of  11th  July  prescribes^ 

What  were  the  reasons  and  (wjecta  which  induced  its 
pronolgalion^ 

What  the  effects  which  it  has  produced? 

And  vbataalhority  the  Secretary  had  to  tame  it' 

The  order  rehtee  solely  to  tbe  receipts  on  the  sales  of 
tbe  pubtie  bods,  and  does  not  affect  the  receipts  for  the 
cnitoan  or  any  other  dues  to  tbe  Government,  snd  thus 
makes  a  distinction  between  them  and  ail  other  sources 
of  revenue.  It  prohibits  tbe  receivers  and  tieposite  bsnkt 
iim  reeeiring,  after  the  15th  of  August  Isst,  any  thing 
but  fold  and  silver,  and,  in  certain  cases,  the  Virginia 
scrips  for  tbe  bnds,  and  forbids  their  taking  any  note  of 
a*y  iMnfc  anywhere,  or  any  certificate  of  actual  depos- 
ite,  even  of  specie,  in  tbe  deposite  or  other  banks,  un- 
kas  it  be  a  ceniGeiite  of  deposite  of  specie  given  by  the 
Tremsurer  ofihe  United  Stales. 

It  make*  an  exception  in  favor  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Slate  in  which  the  land  lold  may  happen  to  lie,  and  in 
fcvor  ofUioee  who  are  called  "  actual  settlers,"  and  au- 
thorizes then,  until  the  15th  of  December,  to  pay  in  the 
ordinary  currency — in  specie  or  in  bank  notes. 

Snch  are  its  plain  and  obvious  provisional  and  they 
are  intended  to  be  permanent,  so  tkr,  at  least,  as  the  Ex. 
ecutivc  baa  authority  and  power  to  enforce  them. 

Tbe  Senator  from  Virginia,  in  offering  his  amendment, 
acenied  to  regard  the  order  as  a  temporary  arrange- 
ment— as  having  win-ked  its  intended  effects]  and  that  it 
was  now  proper  to  legislate  on  the  subject  without  ref. 
erence  to  it.  Oibcr  Senator*  have  taken  the  same  view. 

I  fear  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  escape  a  direct  ex- 
pression of  opinion,  by  this  suggestiim.  We  cannot 
avoid  seeing  that  it  is,  in  its  phraseology,  its  avowed  ob- 
ject^ and  thegrounda  on  which  it  is  defended  here,  a  per- 
nianent  measure,  ahhougb  it  may  have  had  some  tempo- 
rary objects.  There  is  nothing  on  i!a  face  vhich  looks 
like  a  temporary  scl.  The  favor  extended  to  particular 
cbsses  of  buyers  was  to  last  only  to  the  15th  of  Decem* 
bcr.  I'hat  day  is  passed,  and  now  it  is  the  universal 
rule — operating  un  all  the  sales  of  public  lands— with  no 
alhMton  to  any  time  when  that  rule  shall  be  changed. 

The  objects  avowed  as  those  which  are  to  be  attained 
by  it  also  show  thiit  it  is  not  temporary.  They  are  ■*  To 
repress  frauds,  speculations,  and  monopolies."  And 
will  not  attempts  at  these  continue  to  exist,  to  a  greater 
or  less  eAent,  while  tbe  public  lands  slisll  continue  to 
be  sold  ^  To  strengthen  the  drpos>te  banks,  and  pre- 
vent too  great  an  amount  of  bank  notes  from  coming  into 
ttem.  And  will  not  buyers  continue  to  buy  snd  pay  iu 
bank  notes  as  lon^  as  tilings  are  left  to  take  their  natu- 
ral course*  **  To  discourage  the  ruinous  exteniiun  of  nauk 
issues" — *'  the  general  evil  influence  likely  to  resuU  to  the 
public  interests,  and,  especially,  the  sufeiy  uf  the  greut 
amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury  and  the  sound  condi- 
tion of  tbe  currency  of  tbe  country."  And  are  these  ub- 


jecti  which  mayj»e  accomplished  by  a  five  months*  op- 
eration of  a  Tressury  order?  Certainly  there  is  nothing 
in  this  detail  of  reasons  which  can  induce  the  belief  that 
the  PresAent  and  Secrefau-y  Intended  only  a  trsnnent 
elTeet  from  their  action. 

Nor  is  it  defended  on  this  floor  as  a  temporary  arrange- 
ment. The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bihtor]  and 
others  do  not  so  defend  it.  They  attempt  tu  show  that 
it  ought  to  be  the  settled  and  permanent  policy  of  the 
country.  And,  in  this  respect,  they  concur  with  the 
Piesident  and  Secretary;  while  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, unwilling  to  disapprove  their  act,  seems  to  denre  lo 
correct  Ibeir  error,  by  expressing  a  leg  slative  opinion  in 
fvfot  of  a  different  course  for  the  future. 

Tbe  Secrttaiy,  under  his  seventh  head,  "  Of  the  mint 
and  the  currency."  (page  21,1  saye:  The  other  objects  of 
that  circular  *'  were  gradually  to  bring  back  the  prac- 
tice, in  those  payments,  to  what  was  deemed  to  be  the 
trtie  spirit  as  well  as  letter  of  uur  existing  laws,  and  to 
what  the  safety  of  the  public  money  in  the  deposite 
banks,  and  the  desirable  improvement  of  our  curren- 
cy, seemed  at  that  time  to  unite  in  rendering  judicious.** 
He  regards  it  as  a  matter  of  currency  and  safely  of  the 
public  money;  a-matler,  in  its  very  nature,  of  permanent 
regulation. 

The  Cresident,  in  his  annual  message,  after  an  exami- 
nation of  the  depiHite  or  distribution  law,  calls  our  at- 
tention to  "the  currency  of  the  country" — a  "subject 
intimately  associated  with"  that  law;  snd  he  treats  of  this 
order  as  a  part  of  the  regulation  of  the  currency  of  the 
countryt  an<',  to  show  that  he  does  not  inten<f  any  re- 
peal or  alteration  of  it,  he  adds:  **  It  remains  for  Con* 
greet,  if  they  approve  the  policy  which  dictated  this 
order,  to  follow  it  up  in  its  various  bearings."  lie  looks 
to  no  repeal  of  it.  "it  remains  for  Congress."  He 
kindly  permits  us  to  follow  it  up,  and  to  du  whut  he  has 
left  for  UB — not  to  repeal  and  rescind  it,  but  to  atrengUien 
and  invigorate  it.  And,  unless  he  has  an  opinion  for  Con- 
gress and  another  for  his  friends— 4n  opinion  official  and  an 
opinion  private— he  cannot  willingly  see  any  tffort,  such 
as  the  amendment  proposed,  to  evadr,  weaken,  or  de- 
stroy it;  althougli  he  may,  as  in  the  case  of  the  deposite 
bill,  give  it  his  "  reluctant  approval,"  when  he  cannot 
avoid  it.  \jch  to  his  own  choice,  he  would  most  proba- 
bly exiend  it  to  the  customs,  and  to  all  the  revenues  uf 
the  coiintryi  and  if  no  conflicting  opinion  aball  be  pro- 
nounced ti^  Congress,  1  shall  not  be  surprised  if  Ibis  ex* 
tension  take  place. 

Mr.  President,  1  ask  bow  this  order  has,  as  yet,  pro* 
duced  all  its  intended  effect,  and  why  we  should  regard 
it  as  terepurjry^  The  reasons  and  objects  avowed  in  tbe 
public  documents  have  nut  been  accomplished.  Were 
there  others  which  have  not  bren  avowed?  Is  it  true, 
as  has  been  somtlimes  charged,  but  of  which  I  know 
nothing,  that  a  prevailing  motive  was  lo  favor  personal 
friends,  and  to  deles',  as  far  as  practicable,  the  full  ef- 
fect of  the  deposite  law  '  It  has  been  said  that  there  had 
been  immense  speculations  in  lands  by  those  near  the 
Executive;  iitid  that  the  temporary  obstruction  to  public 
saltis  was  useful,  in  enabling  them  to  make  pr..fituble  dis- 
pnsitions  of  what  thi-y  hud  acq'iirt-d,  and  extricate  thrm- 
KeUes  from  embarrassment.  This  clfect  may  have  been 
produced. 

A  much  mure  important  public  object  has  also  been 
charged— the  reduction  »f  the  amount  which  was  to  be 
distributed  among  the  States  undxrr  the  deposite  laW] 
and  this  has  cerlamly  been  i  fTirctcd.  A  Senator  lias  told 
us  tliat  the  order  prevented  "  myriads  of  paper  money 
frum  flowing  inlo  the  deposite  banks  in  the  West" 
Then,  sir,  it  prevented  "  mjriadsof  money"  from  being 
added  to  the  amount  wliich  was  tu  be  distributed.  1  can 
readily  believe  that  this  was  oi^  ^^c~'jlf\^^^'^  which 
I  tiifltienced  the  Kxecutivc-iii^issumg  UM-tmeN-   We  all 
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knov  how  slreniiously  that  U»  vu  opposed  by  those 
who  are  said  to  court  and  tu  enjoy  an  acquaintance  with 
the  most  intinwte  sentiments  snd  feeling  both  of  the  re- 
tiring and  the  approaching  Executive.  It  wat  denounc- 
ed in  terms  the  force  of  which  they  did  not  stop  to 
measure,  knd  we  were  warned,  in  various  modes*  up  to 
the  time  when  the  amendment  was  cfTered  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  that  (he  power  of  the  veto  would  be 
applied  to  it.  The  President  declares  to  us  that  he  gave 
it  his  **  reluctant  approval,"  and  an  otBctal  or^an  has  an* 
nounced  that  it  would  have  been  refused,  if  the  veto 
would  have  prtrvei'led  lU  pamge.  I  leave  it  to  his  ad- 
vucates  to  defend  that  political  mnrality  and  independ- 
ence which  f:tilK  lo  discharge  «  high  official  duty,  upon 
the  ground  (liat  be  may  be  found  in  a  constitutional  mi- 
nority. It  comports  little  with  the  boasted  energy  and 
firmness  of  whidi  the  nation  has  heard  so  much,  and  by 
which  many  have  been  deluded.  And  may  1  not  suggest  to 
liisdefenders  on  this  floor,  whether  it  does  become  thedig- 
niiy  and  respect  for  the  laws  which  appertain  to  (he  first 
oflice  of  the  country,  by  such  a  device,  to  defeat  the  full 
operation  of  a  statute  which  has  been  psssed  by  the  votes 
of  bo  large  a  majority  of  the  Legialaturc,  and  to  which 
(he  approval  of  (he  Executive,  evia  tliutigh  r(;luctsnt1y, 
lias  been  afRzpd?  It  was  perfectly  well  known  (hat  the 
cfTect  of  the  order  woirid  be  to  diminisli  the  sums  wliich 
would  be  receivt-d  hy  (he  several  Stales;  leas  lauds  would 
be  sold,  less  money  would  come  into  the  Treasury,  a  less 
amount  would  be  divided. 

Ami,  sir,  not* ithil audi ng  the  report  of  (he  Stcretary, 
1  cannot  but  Bti^pcct  that  the  failure  to  receive  a  part,  at 
least,  of  the  monry  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statffi, 
while  it  has  still  I'urtber  diminished  the  amount  (o  be 
divided,  may  have  been  induced  by  similar  views.  The 
Kxeculive  had  no  desire  (hat  that  money  also  sliould 
come  into  distribution. 

Bui,  be  Ihiaasitmuy,  the  elTtct  upon  this  bill  was 
furespen  by  the  President  and  Secretary.  Was  it  aUo 
desired  by  them?  And  was  this  a  conlrolling  motive  for 
issuin];  (he  order?  The  law  wub  passed  on  the  23d  June, 
Congrtrsa  adjuurned  on  (he  -Ith  July,  and  on  (he  lllh, 
while  home  of  (he  members  were  yet  on  thtir  way  to 
their  Iiomcs,  an  act  is  performed  whicli  it  calculateil  to 
defeat,  at  It-ast  to  weaken,  the  operation  of  the  most  tm- 

fioilsiit  measure  which  had,  resulted  from  their  joint  de- 
ibcraiions.  la  it  the  appropriate  business  of  (he  Exec- 
utive thui  to  counteract  the  dtcisioD  of  the  Legislature, 
to  deprive  the  people  of  the  States  of  (he  large  sums  of 
money  which  would  have  been  received  from  the  sales  of 
the  publ.c  lands  ai^d  put  at  defiance  not  only  the  will  of 
Congress,  but  of  a  large  majority  uf  the  Union?  How 
far  thf  people  may  be  disposed  to  bear  ii,  without  mur- 
muring,  I  know  nott  but  as  a  representative  from  one  of 
the  Slates  which  appioves  the  law,  and  hu  been  de- 
prived of  her  full  measure  of  benefit  unrter  it  by  this  act 
oflhe  Executive,  it  is  my  duty  to  expreits  my  disappro- 
bation and  her  dlsappnibaliuni  and  no  servihiy  to  pow- 
er, no  devotion  to  a  name  or  a  parly,  shall  keep  me 
from  it. 

Mr.  President,  this  order  m:iy  have  had  temporary  ob- 
jects, which  may  have  been  accumplishvd,  but  i(  had 
also  permanent  objects,  whicli  are  )et  li»-be  accomplish- 
ed. It  may  have  relieved  favorites,  and  it  may  have 
weakened  an  obnoxious  measure,  and  lesbened  the 
amount  which  will  be  in  ihp  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, aii^  which  the  Slates  are  to  receive;  but  the  Ex- 
ecutive c:mnoi,  at  (his  moment,  repeal  it.  li  would  be 
an  open  avowal  of  mot  it  es  wluch  there  is  too  imicli  cun- 
ning and  too  l.ttle  courage  openly  and  on  (he  public  rec- 
ords to  prochiim.  The  order  must  be  continued,  unless 
the  power  of  Congress  \»  brought  to  bear  on  Its  repeal. 
We  must  consider  it  as  permanently  operating  upon  the 
currency  of  the  country  and  the  disp',Mtion  of  the  public 


lands  *nd  give  our  votes  aeeofdingly  on  (be  resolatioa 
and  the  amendment. 

In  deciding  upon  the  policy  and  the  lawfulnen  of  this 
ordi.  t,  the  reasoiu  as'-igned  for  it  demand  our  considera- 
tion. I  have  already  alluded  to  them,  so  hr  as  to  show 
that  they  are  not  temporary  in  their  nature;  and  if  they 
are  the  (rue  reasons,  the  order,  in  its  full  force,  is  as  ne- 
cessary now  ss  it  was  at  the  moment  when  it  was  iMued. 
But  some  of  them  call  for  further  remark. 

One  of  them  ii,  in  substance,  to  repress  frauds,  spec- 
ulations, and  monopolies,  in  the  purchase  of  the  pubftc 
lands,  to  preserve  them  for  the  ■'actual  settler,"  at  a 
moderate  price,  and  insure  the  more  rapid  settlement  of 
(he  territory.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  more  rapid  set- 
tlement of  (he  country  can  promote  its  essential  and  per- 
manent in(eres(s,  and  whether  the  speculations  com- 
plained of  do  injuriously,  if  at  all,  impede  Ua  tubatantnd 
progress  in  population  and  prosperity.  But,  I  adc,  what 
I*  meant  by  these  fraudsf  And  who  have  (he  legitimate 
power  to  apply  the  remedy  for  (hem?  Who  is  a  specu- 
lator, and  what  authority,  under  our  system  of  Gorern- 
menl,  can  limit  his  acquisition?  Can  the  Executive  de- 
termine what  number  of  acres  makes  a  man  aspecutatcM-, 
and  who  shall  be  prohibited  therefore  from  buying?  He 
might  as  well  decide  bow  much  grain  a  citizen  should 
rnise,  buy,  sell,  or  tranter  in  Uie  market,  or  tbe  nui^>er 
of  ysirds  of  broadclolh  that  he  ^oukl  manufacture  or  in. 
port  and  dispose  of.  If  there  be  any  au(horily  to  con. 
trul  such  matters,  it  is  not  executivr,  but  legislative,  and 
the  Executive  wanders  from  his  proper  sphere  when  he 
attempts  to  Interfere  with  them. 

It  is  (rue,  as  the  Senator  from  Missouri  tells  us,  (hat 
the  word  "apeculalor"  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  consti- 
tution! and  is  any  other  description  or  denomination*^ 
actstobefouiul  there?  Is  bis  favorite  "acltial  aetUer" 
there?  But,  xir,  there  is  a  more  important  inquiry? 
Does  the  Senator  mean  to  infer,  because  the  speculafor 
is  not  named,  therefore  his  rijtlits  are  not  prait;cled  by 
the  constitution,  and  the  President  may  make  any  regu. 
lation  in  regard  td  htm  which  he  may  please?  If  (he  ar- 
gument does  not  mean  this,  I  can  perceive  neither  its 
force  nor  application.  If  it  do  mean  (his,  it  iaabold 
claim  for  tbe  extenuon  of  txccutive power.  Ii  prodaina 
that  whoever  and  whatever  is  not  named  In  and  protect- 
ed by  the  conMitution,  may  be  dealt  with,  regulatedf 
trampled  upon,  at  executive  pleasure.  'Pbe  Senator  in- 
structed us  about  the  divine  right  uf  Kings;  he  bad  bet- 
ter turn  his  attention  to  the  divine  right  uf  Presidents, 
who,  by  such  a  principle,  may  dt^  not  what  they  are  au« 
thorixed  by  the  constitution  to  do,  but  every  thing  that 
is  net  forbidden. 

Another  reason  assigned  for  the  order  is,  to  check 
bank  issues,  which  had  been  made  to  a  ruinotH  extent. 
That  there  has  been  a  large  extension  of  bank  capital 
and  paper  currency  since  (be  financial  notions  of  tba 
present  administration  have  had  operation,  is  not  to  be 
doubted.  That  extension  waa  the  natural  result  of  tlie 
courae  adopted  by  those  who  have  had  control  on  this 
subject,  and  h^is  been  principally  effected  by  them. 
Wh  le  they  have  talked  about  specie,  and  denounced 
the  United  Slates  Bank  and  paper  money,  they  have,  in 
several  of  the  Ststei',  occupied  themselves  in  greatly  tn> 
crca«ng  their  bank  capital  snd  paper  currency.  The 
causes  and  tffec<s  <if  thia  circuUtion  have  been  clearly 
txliibitcd  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wcs- 
sTEH,]  and  t  will  not  detain  the  Senate  by  repetitions  less 
satislactory  than  the  original  exposition.  I  beg,  how- 
ever, to  8->y  (hat,  in  formmg  my  opinions  I  do  not  rely 
on  the  calculations  and  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
amount  of  actual  currency,  and  especially  of  gold  and 
silvt  r;  nor  do  I  cri  dit  the  estimate  which  he  has  given 
of  the  amount  neces  ary  for  tbe  convenience  snd  interest 
ul  the  country.    The  [fl^94te^»VB©@Ol'e»' 
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heUircd  in  ttie  lutioii.  Tor  articlei  of  uw  and  luxury,  U 
inmeaae.  Our  own  ninei  do  not  fumiih  more  lliaa 
MHM^  of  gold  to  meet  thb  demand  for  annual  eonsuvip- 
tiont  and  ranch  of  the  silver  which  comes  rrom  abroad 
•hates  the  uroe  fate.  They  are  eonrerted,  not  by  poun Ji, 
but  by  hundreds  of  poundii  and  it  is  doubirul  vhcther 
all  oF  both  metals,  uken  from  the  mines  of  the  world, 
increnae,  to  any  great  extent,  the  specie  in  actual  circu- 
biioD  auMHig  einiixed  nattora.  I  feel  quiteuue  that  the 
actual  circulation  of  specie  here  is  below  35  instead  of 
38  millions  of  dollars.  But  if  we  rely  on  the  eatimate  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  paper  and  specie,  and  place  it  at 
14S  millions,  it  is  not  much  greater,  in  proportion  to  the 
demand,  than  it  was  in  1833  at  84  millions.  The  actual 
population  and  pr'>perly  of  the  country  have  grown  in  a 
rxlio  never  before  known  in  the  history  of  nations.  Its 
enterprise  has  been  without  parallel!  its  great  staples 
alune  huire  required  50  per  cent,  addition.  Take  an  ex- 
ample* The  cotton  of  about  one  million  one  hundred 
thousand  balM,  at  the  price  in  1833,  was  worth  about  52 
milUona  of  dollars)  in  1836,  the  one  million  six  hundred 
thmuand  bales,  at  17  cents,  are  worth  about86  millions. 
The  ftve  or  six  transfers  which  arc  made  of  them,  from 
the  grower  to  the  consumer,  were  to  be  met  by  some 
kind  of  orculation-*-specle,  notes,  or  bills  of  exchange. 
And  the  derangement  of  the  exchanges  threw  the  de- 
Rsad  wilb  additional  violence  upon  the  paper  currency. 
The  aaM  ^ts  are  true  as  to  bread-stuff's,  beef,  pork, 
fce.  Four  bread-stuffs  in  1833,  at  about  94  per  barrel, 
required  not  more  than  50  millions.  In  1836,  at  $8  or  t9, 
Ibey  called  for  shout  1 10  miltiona.  Your  beef  and  pork, 
al  $6  50  in  1833,  wanted  less  than  80  milUonsi  in  1836, 
at  from  $13  to  #1^  demanded  neatly  200  millions}  and 
all  tbcse,  in  the  two  or  three  transfers  from  the  produ- 
ser  to  the  consumer,  swelled  enormounly  the  circulation 
which  was  required.  Pursue  the  calculatiun  through 
all  the  elements  which  constitute  the  matermls  for  an 
eetitaate,  and  it  w  JI  be  found  that  the  currency  at  $6  SO 
fur  each  individual  in  1833,  would  have  afforded  accom- 
modation to  the  business  and  waitts  of  the  people  of  the 
Union  equal  to  the  910  at  which  the  Secretary  states  it 
in  1836;  atid  when  to  ibis  we  atld  the  obstructions  to  ex* 
chaa0f>>  it  ii  not  to  be  doubted  that  some  inconvenience 
wouU  bave  been  felt.  Tet  it  is  in  such  a  condition  of 
our  inlercats  that  the  Secretary  sets  himself  to  work  to 
shut  upas  much  specie  as  lie  can,inaboutonetenthof  the 
bankst  to  curtail  the  power  of  accommodation  in  all  the 
r,.stt  and  we  are  called  upon  to  wonder  at  the  pressure. 

But,  klr.  President,  it  is  not  necessary,  on  tliia  ques- 
ttoiii  to  settle  the  amount  of  circulation  which  the  inte- 
reus  of  the  country  require.  The  pretence  is,  that  we 
are  to  bave  that  circulation  confined  chie6y  to  gold  and 
silver.  Is  it  practicable?  and  are  those  who  talk  of  it 
vncere  and  well  advised?  To  accomplish  it,  you  mutt 
abalnct  from  the  circulation  of  other  countries  from  fif- 
ty to  seventy  millions  of  specie.  You  could  not  cmn  it 
at  your  mints  with  sufficient  rapidity  to  ket-p  pace  with 
the  demand-  Yuu  cannot  buy  and  retain  it  in  the  coun- 
try, unlesi  your  commerce  will  enable  you  to  do  it. 
Commerce  will  brinfr,  and  commerce  will  take  it  away. 
Why  do  not  those  w  ho  are.  the  advocates  of  an  exclusive 
apecie  currency  tell  us  how  «  e  may  accomplinh  the  ob- 
jectf  Let  them  give  us  a  schemei  inform  us  where  we 
•ball  procure  it;  liow  retain  il{  and  how  the  business  and 
emidoyments  of  the  country  can  be  reduced  to  the  point 
wliicb  such  a  currency  would  rrquire.  Until  th^y  do 
Ibis  the  intelligence  of  the  people  will  be  apt  to  suspect 
that  there  is  mure  of  pretence  than  sincerity  on  this 
point.  It  is  by  vinonary  and  impracticable  achemea  like 
tifese  that  the  real  obslacleaare  thrown  in  the  w^y  of  wise 
and  prudent  regulations)  and  we  can  never  liope  for 
•ound  legislation  until  they  shall  he  removed  from  the 
countenance  and  support  of  those  who  ire  in  power* 
Vox.  XIII.— 13 


But,  Ur.  Preaident,  while!  dissent  from  the  viewa  of  the 
Executive  on  these  points  1  do  not  wish  to  be  misunder- 
stood as  the  sdvoeate  of  an  extenrion  of  our  paper  cur- 
rency, nor  as  maintaining  that  it  is  in  a  sound  and  safe 
condition.  Our  whole  currency  is  in  imminent  danger. 
There  are  no  salutary  checks  and  control.  Banks  are 
created  often  without  reference  to  the  necessities  of  the 
country,  and  sometimea  made' the  rewards  of  partisan  and 
party  exertions.  Issuer  loo,  have  not  unfrequently  beeo 
regulated  by  the  wanta  and  wishes  of  favorites.  The 
constitutional  control  has  been  thrown  aside,  and  igno- 
rance and  empiricism  are  meddling  with  matters  which 
they  do  not  understand.  There  is  dsnger  ahead  of  us, 
and  we  shall  be  fortunate  if  we  escape  without  a  con- 
vulsion in  the  currency  uhich  will  agonize  the  country. 
It  is  time  that  this  subject  was  under  wiser  man8g;emrnt. 
But  even  this  will  be  insufficient.  Admit  that  our  circu- 
lation it  too  great— that  there  is  danger  of  over-issues  by 
the  banks — that  gold  and  silver  ought  to  be  our  only  cur- 
rency— and  that  it  is  theduty  of  the  Governmnnt  to  look 
well  to  all  thesei  yet  the  question  seems,  who  has  the 
authority  lo  direct,  ref;uUt^t  Md  control  ihemf  The 
interference  of  the  Executive,  without  the  sanction  and 
command  of  Congress,  is  usurpation  of  power.  His 
right  to  legislate  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  constitution. 

I  pass  to  the  effects  which  have  been  produced  by 
this  Treasury  order.  l*he  Pre«dent  believes  "  that  tbie 
country  will  find  in  the  motives  which  induced  that 
order,  and  the  happy  consequences  which  will  have  en- 
sued, much  to  commend,  and  nothing  to  condemn."  Let 
us  examine  these  consequences,  award  all  the  praise 
which  they  merit. 

The  President  says:  "  It  checked  the  csreer  of  the 
Western  banks,  and  gave  them  additional  strength  id 
anticipation  of  the  preasure  which  has  since  pervaded 
our  Eastern  as  well  as  the  European  commercial  cities.*' 
Tlie  Senator  from  North  Carolina  al«i  admits  that  there 
is  a  severe  and  grinding  pressure.  The  Senator  from 
Mississippi  does  not  seem  to  credit  it  t  he  regards  it  as 
another  panic  cry.  1  shall  not  stlempt  to  settle  the  con- 
troversy between  them,  nor  waste  time  in  proving  by 
fiicts  and  arguments  that  a  pressure  haa  prevailed.  The 
man  who  doubts  must  labor  under  strange  ignorance  of 
the  condition  of  the  country— an  ignorance  very  similar 
to  that  which  could  assert  that  our  exchangeaare  in  a 
better  state  than  for  several  years  past.  His  opinions 
will  not  be  likely  lo  mislead.  But  this  order  was  given 
**in  anticipation  of  the  pressure."  It  certainly  could 
have  anticipated  it  but  a  very  few  boors,  for  the  pressure 
commenced  at  the  very  moment  that  the  existence  of  the 
order  was  known  in  the  cities  and  in  the  country.  They 
were  as  contemporaneous  as  cau-^e  and  effect  could  he. 
In  proof  of  the  assertion  that  the  order  cheeked  the  ca- 
reer of  the  Western  bankii,  and  gave  them  strength,  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  [Ur.BsiiTOK]  attempts  to  prove 
that  it  has  greatly  increased  the  specie  in  the  banks  and 
(he  accommodation  to  the  public.  He  seems  to  think 
that  he  has  quite  overwhelmed  all  oppoMtion,  and  de- 
stroyed all  resistance  to  his  conclusions,  by  •*  the  Ic^to 
of  figures,"  and  his  **  appeal  to  the  exact  sciences.**  It 
is  not  the  first  time  that  this  logic  has  satisfied  that  Sen- 
ator without  convincing  others.  It  proved  very  conclu- 
sively to  his  mind  during  the  last  seaston  that  there  would 
he  and  cutild  be  no  surplus  to  be  divided  among  the 
Stales.  The  Secretsry,  however,  has  f'Und  about  thirty- 
seven  millions  for  this  purpose,  and  that  is  far  beloV 
what  it  ought  to  have  been.  The  Senator,  however, 
has  a  reason  for  the  error  of  his  conclusion  frum  "  the 
logic  of  figures."  It  is  in  substance  this:  If  Congress 
would  have  made  all  the  appropriaiions  asked  for,  and 
made  them  in  an  early  day  in  the  session,  the  logio 
would  Inve  come  out  right.  I  do  not  doubt  il»  sir.  If, 
IB  the  early  part  of  ^*[f|^^j7@^(^^[<^''°'*^ 
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OtirKlrn  to  be  ebarg«d,  both  by  Uw  PrcndMt  tnd  Sen* 
■tOTi  with  utter  diwegard  of  our  duly,  and  wilfully,  for 
party  porpoies,  permittinic  the  country  to  be  uncovered 
%bile  the  clouds  uf  war  were  gathering  over  her,  and  re- 
mained aileiit,  thelonpand  ezcileddcMie  upon  the  three 
million  appropriation  would  have  been  avoided,  and  (he 
lime  spared,  and  the  appropriations  reached  al  au  earlier 
day.  Ifwe  will  suffer  the  impulationssgainat  our  patriotism 
■ndftdelity  to  the  public,  from  aHquarters*  to  go  unanswer- 
ed and  unnoticed,  and  simply  become  the  reKistera  of 
ihethmisandcfTorlsfor  squandering  money  which  has  been 
•o  profusely  madr,  time  will  be  aavrd,  and  there  will  be 
no  surplus.  The  Senator  is  correct  in  his  defence  of  the 
accuracy  of  his  logic,  if  you  leave  him  and  an  extravagant 
administration  in  unin'errupled  possession  of  the  means 
of  verifying  it.  The  appropriations  last  year  amounted 
-to  shout  thirly-four  millions  of  dollars,  and  we  were 
urged  to  add  many  milliona  more.  Thia  would  have 
•wept  the  turploa  pretty  effectually,  and  left  little,  rf  any 
thing,  to  divide.  But  I  thought  that  tbiriy-four  millions 
was  quite  enough  to  be  expended  in  one  year  by  an 
economical  and  reforming  adminiatration ;  and  the  more  so 
aa  it  waa  but  eight  years  since  that  the  administration,  of 
which  I  waa  an  unimportant  member,  waa  denounced  and 
diacardedfroB  public  eonfidenc^  becauae  it  had  expend- 
ed about  thirteen  milliont.  There  ia  aome  difference 
between  thirteen  and  thirty-four  millionsin  a  single  year. 
Bat  thne^  air,  have  changedi  a  new  logic  la  in  vogue: 
what  waa  guilt  then  ia  virtue  now. 

But,  Mr.  President,  let  us  see  how  the  Senator  ap- 
plies this  logic  of  figurea.  He  takes  the  deposite  banks 
alone,  reads  the  amount  of  apecie,  and  the  tccommoda- 
tiona  before  the  Treaaury  orderand  after  it— I  believe  he 
took  themonihaof  Joneand  November  laataa  his  guides — 
and  finding  more  specie  in  (he  httertfaen  ihe  former  pe- 
riod, In  these  banks,  and  more  accommodations  also,  he 
not  only  attributea  tt  to  the  order,  but  infers  that  the 
currency  is  more  sound  because  there  is  more  specie  In 
the  country.  Hon  $eqtiitur»  do  not  belong  to  figures. 
The  premises  and  the  concltulon  do  not  hold  (ogether. 
Iftbere  be  more  specie  in  Ihe  country,  upon  what  prin- 
ciple aball  we  aasigti  it  to  the  Treaaury  order,  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  slate  of  our  foreign  commerce  and  foreign 
exehangesf  These  may,  and  necessarily  woultl,  for  the 
time,  bring  and  keep  specie  here.  But  how  the  order 
could  have  had  the  slightest  effect,  it  is  difficult  for  oth- 
ers to  see,  and  ought  to  be  explained. 

Again;  there  is  manifest  error  in  louking  only  to  the 
deposile  banks.  The  operation  of  the  order  would 
•cem  to  be  to  bring  apecie  into  them,  and  lake  it  away 
from  the  othersi  strengthen  them,  in  this  respect,  while 
it  weakened  all  the  rest.  To  prove  that  they  have 
more  apecie  and  more  power  to  accommodate,  is  only  to 
establish  the  charge  against  the  order  for  its  unequal  op- 
eration, unleaa  it  be  also  proved  that  more  specie  has 
been  brought  by  it  into  the  country  and  into  the  other 
banks  also*  so  that  the  whcde  amount  of  the  currency  has 
been  strenf^tbeaed.  These  depoaite  banks  are,  1  think, 
eighty.one  in  number,  with  smne  branches.  There  are 
in  the  nation  more  than  nine  hundred  banks.  You  do 
little  forourpsper  currency.  If  you  strengthen  eighty- 
one  to  the  injury  of  eight  hundred— benefit  a  few  to  the 
deatruction  Of  the  rest. 

But  I  do  not  understand  the  matter  as  the  Senator 
doe^  even  as  to  the  depoaite  banks  themselves,  in  June  last 
there  were  thiHy-three  of  them.  After  the  passage  of 
the  depodte  act,  they  were  increased  to  eighty-one.  In 
Junethethirty.threehadacapiulorf33,418,093  83.  In 
NoTembcrtheeighly-one  had  a  cspital  of$7r,576,449  67. 

To  judge  of  their  condition  as  to  specie  and  accommo- 
dations, we  must  take  their  capital  at  Ihe  two  periods, 
and  compare  the  one  with  the  oiherj  and  if  the  capital 
in  Noremberdid  not  afford  mere  of  specie  and  accommo- 


dations in  proportion  to  ila  amount  than  the  leaser  eua- 
lal  in  June  did  in  proportion  to  ita  amoanl,  it  wiH  bedi^ 
ficult  10  persuade  ua  that  the  banks  have  been  strciqitb- 
ened,  Ihe  curreMnr  benefited,  or  (be  public  more  tc 
commodaled.  A  few  statements  will  i^ow  how  ihb  ia 
Throwing  away  (he  rractions ,  we  may  call  (be  apitii  ie 
June  foriy-six  and  a  half  million^  in  Novcmberierea. 
ty-seven  and  a  half  millifma. 

In  June  the  depoaite  baoka  had  -  $10,450,413  U 
In  November  -         -         .     15,530,303  43 


Difference,  -  -  5.069.787 » 
But  if  furty-aix  and  a  half  millions  gave  ten  and  a  btif, 
then  aeventy-seven  and  a  half  ought  tn  have  given  ttftn- 
teen  and  a  half — two  millions  more  than  ihey  hid  in  No- 
vember. The  deposite  banks,  in  proportion  tn  tiinr 
capital,  were  not  as  ktrong  in  specie  by  two  roillioM  « 
tbey  were  in  Jane  before  the  order.  A  few  of  (bra, 
doubtless  had  more,  becanae  the  opcra(ion  of  Ihrordtr 
waa  unequal;  but  while  aome  were  alrengthened,  sceonl- 
ing  lo  the  ideas  of  the  Senator,  othera  were  weakened. 

The  same  result  will  be  found  in  their  acceaiawili- 
lion^  consisting  of  loans,  diacounts,  and  exchanffes. 
In  June  they  amounted  to   -         •    9108,498.037  74 
In  November  to     .        .  lfi3,97S.830  34 

The  increaae  being  -  55,474,793,50 
But  if  (he  capital  of  forty-six  and  a  half  mtltions  lafs 
about  one  hundredand  eight  and  a  half,  the  capital  olter- 
enty-aeven  and  a  half  ought  to  have  given  one  hundred 
and  eighty  millions  of  accommodaiion,  being  ntKeen  nil- 
liona  more  than  they  did  give.  Why  should  there  haft 
been  (his  reduction^  And  if  it  were  produced  byibi) 
order,  have  we  not  found  one  cauxe  of  the  acknoekgcd 
pressure  f 

Their  circulation  has  been  alluded  to. 
In  June  it  was  -         -         -  137,967,153  « 

In  November  -         .         .     41,483,997  B 

But  in  proportion  to  their  capital,  it  ought,  in  Notem- 
ber,  (u  have  been  about  forly-aix  and  a  half  atillio"*i 
snd  WHS  therefore  about  five  millioDS  leaa  than  it  dHUM 
have  been. 

The  Senator  cenaiders  this  a  atrong  argument  in  tbor 
favor;  but  does  he  not  perceive,  that  while  they  «««  «^ 
Uding  their  circulation  and  diacounla,  they  were  pre*- 
aing  the  community  aeverely }  Nor  am  I  lalitfled  thit  it 
waa  not  their  duly  (o  (he  public,  at  least  lo  conliniie,  il 
not  toenlarge.their accommodations.  Their deposileiw 
in  the  mean  time  increaaed  nearly  nineteen  miHiw* 
from  about  ftny-aeven  to  about  aeveiiiy-«iz  niillioo') 
almost  two  (hinls  oflbe  caphal  which  had  been  add((!» 
them,  and  not  fiir  from  one  fourth  of  their  whok  ubi1« 
capital.    They  had  been  placed  in  a  condUion  of  enmenc 


prevented.  Take  every  species  of  accommodation 
they  afforded,  and  the  result  will  make  a  strange  eiliwa- 
In  June,  loans,  diacounts,  exchanges,  and  circuWiWi, 
amounted  to        .         .         -   #136,465,190  14 
In  November  to      -         -         .  205,455.7"* 

Increaae  -  -  l^^'f^l 
But  if  the  capital  in  June  gave  one  hundred  and  m' 
tj-us  millions,  that  of  November  ought  to  hate  g'«" 
two  hundred  and  (wenty-aeven;  twenty'two  milhoo^  '^•'^ 
than  it  did  aflohl,  and  this  with  tbeincrease  of  dei»""r 
We  have  often  been  amused,  if  we  have  not  been  eo'"'^ 
by  lengthy  leclurea  (1  hope  the  Senate  will  'M^f 
word)  about  the  curtailmenta  of  the  Bank  of  (be  unnw 
Slates,  and  most  patriotic  indignation  was  ""'^ 
againat  it,  for  ihia  cause,  tt  ia  to  be  regreltid  (hat 
of  the  denunclatioDLcould  -*i*fei«d  to  aatw 
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crqwrter — to  banlu  discipbnetl  into  wone  conduct  by 
iH^orJcnot  the  Sccrctirjr. 

BdI)  Mr.  Prrsklenl,  while  this  (^ration  wai  going 
on,  mi  these  banki  withholding  the  aid  which  they 
ought  to  have  giren,  they  were  acquiring  relations  with 
ether  b«nk%  which  tlirew  ul»tBclei  in  their  way,  and 
were uleubted  to  luke  them  do  ihe  nme  thing.  1  have 
aot  til  the  meaM  oecesaary  to  exhibit  the  actual  conduct 
ef  the  other  banksf  but  if  ihey  did  not  curtail,  it  waa  no 
huh  of  the  Treasury  order  or  or  Ihe  depoMte  banki.  A 
lerere  ebe^  wu  held  over  them.  In  June  there  wat  due 
fa  Ihe  drpeaitebanka  fron  other  banki   $t7|867,869  49 

Aai  they  held  their  notes  for        -     10,983,790  42 


Is  all  . 

la  Nofeobcr,  due  - 
NeUs 


$38,850,639  91 


#36,663,669  70 
16,413,334  S7 


la  aU   •  -         .         ■   *43.0r4,994  37 

A  dWerence  of  #14^334,334  36  in  the  handa  of  the  de- 
poBte  bankt,  which  they  might  demand  at  a  moment, 
and  br  which  their  debtora  were  ohl^ed  to  prepare,  by 
v'ltUuUinr  their  aceornmodationa. 

Hot,  vbile  these  cffecta  were  produced,  does  it  ap- 
ftu^  M  far  aa  apecie  alone,  the  panacea  of  the  Senator, 
H  caacnwd,  that  itic  <;irculalion  of  theie  banks  waa  any 
■wevfe  They  baid  In  June  ten  and  a  half  millions  of 
qwcie,  to  lew  than  tventy>eight  millions  of  circulation, 
la  Noreabcr,  fifteen  and  a  half  to  forty-one  and  a  half 
of  drcalation — rery  nearly  the  aanie  proportion. 

Bet,  ifaould  it  be  objected  that  it  is  not  a  fair  (eat  to 
apply  Mch  calcutationi  to  all  the  drpoiite  banks,  loalter- 
ej  n  widely,  and  so  various  in  their  conditions,  I  answer 
that  Ibis  tea  question  of  currency  t  that  which  affects  a 
pitt,  affircts  alt,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree)  snd  the 
■etit  or  the  demerit  of  the  Treasury  movement  must  al- 
VBTs  be  tested  by  its  rcsulu  upon  the  whole,  and  not  on 
I  pvt.  Coukt  it  be  proved  that  it  had  benefiled  the 
Weticm  banka,  which  rece'ired  the  proceeda  of  the  sales 
of  the  land,  while  it  had  injured  the  rcBt  of  the  Union, 
it  vouM  be  a  conclusive  argumrnt  against  it. 

Bat  let  as  inquire  what  ita  effects  have  been  there, 
nd  take  the  Iwnlu  in  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Hichigan, 
which  »iH  teat  the  vahie  of  this  experiment  as  well  as 
•qrotiiers. 

This  ia  June  last  had  a  capital  of     •  f 1,938,131  86 
Id  November,  of      -         •         •     3.648.375  00 

Iscrcaae      ....      «720,153  IS 
Aa  addition  of  about  f 77,445,  more  than  one  third  of 
itsmoiinl. 

la  J«ne  they  liad  of  apecie  •  •  ft  ,028,481  39 
Is  November  •         •         -     1.536,836  74 


Being  an  increase  of  •      ^8,355  35 

No*,  this  increase  is  only  about  $114,000  more  than 
they  ought  to  have  had,  without  the  forcing  process 
wu  resorted  to.  It  is  s  small  sum,  snd  at  ordina. 
1}  tiflies  might  have  been  acquired  in  four  months  by  a 
of  two  and  >  half  million^  without  alarm  or  dis- 
hcsi.  n  was  manifeslly  rstber  the  means  adopted  than 
tlie  result,  which  agitated  the  currency.  It  ia  to  be  re- 
petted  llwt  we  bate  not  before  been  favored  with  the 
Kleslrecdpta  of  specie  in  the  land  offices,  that  we  might 
coBparc  them  with  former  years,  and  learn  two  things: 
!■  What  increase  of  apecie  there  has  been  in  the  re- 
wpts  over  former  years,  in  proportion  to  the  whole 
^niits  received  on  thessles.  And.  3.  What  was  the 
fai  the  sales  mated  by  this  order.  These 
P<ials  WMdd  furnish  sahituy  guides  in  forming  our  judg- 
■Ms  on  this  topic  By  the  report  of  the  Seeretsry.  ie> 
cened  a  It*  momtots  before  I  ruse  to  itddrcis  you,  I 


perceive  that  (he  receipts  of  the  four  months,  tncliidinf 
August  and  November,  were  only  about  |1,800,000l 
Can  it  be  true,  sir,  that  this  was  the  wIk^  amount  re- 
ceived in  those  four  moat  productive  months.'  Were 
the  salea  diminished  lo  such  an  extent,  and  by  a  mere 
eiecutive  order?  If  U  be  an,  the  device  to  diminish  the 
auma  to  he  received  by  theSialea  under  the  depoaile  lav 
has  been  eminently  successful.  How  far  its  fanmeu  and 
justice  will  be  approved  by  Ihe  people  of  the  Union,  re* 
mains  for  them  to  decide. 

By  that  report  it  appears  that  there  was  received  for 
the  salea  of  public  Unds  in  theae  four  months,  |1,80S,939 

In  August,  during  one  half  of  which  pajr- 
mentswerenaadeinbanknoteSBSwellasBpccie  f307,456 
111  September       ...         -  584,698 

In  October  691,9U 

In  November  ....  318,87f 
Thus  it  appears  that  in  all  our  Und  offices  |ll,419 
were  received  under  Ihe  operation  of  the  order  in  N(^ 
vember  more  than  in  August,  during  half  of  which  it 
u  as  not  in  operation.  Was  it  worth  while  lo  derange 
the  currency  and  produce  distrciis  and  confusion  Fur  such 
a  result? 

It  ii  apparent,  I  think,  from  this  amount,  that  tliere 
has  not  been  fair  dealing  in  relation  to  theae  paymenUt 
and  whenever  we  shall  receive  an  account  of  tlie  salesv 
I  do  nut  believe  it  will  sppesr  that  less  than  two  millieas 
worth  of  Ihe  land  was  sold  within  that  period. 

The  dcposiie  buiks  in  ihoee  three  State*  gave  aeeom. 
modation,  by  loana^  diKounti^  exchanges,  and  citculsr 
tion. 

In  June,  to.  .  •  .  $7,519,037  91 
in  November         .         -         •   9,312,679  78 

Difr«;rence  ....  1.693.641  87 
Thus  it  appeara  that  while  their  capital  was  inoreaaed 
$77,445  83,  more  than  one  third,  their  accommodatioa 
was  increased  $18^117  60,  less  than  one  fourth.  How 
doea  the  Senator  propose  to  anawer  and  explain  this  faot^ 
Will  he  not  see  in  it  another  cause  for  the  pressure?  At 
the  same  time  Iheir  relations  wiih  other  banks  stood  in 
this  condition:  In  June  Ihey  held  dcbtsand  notes  amount- 
ing to  $3,356,149  30t  in  November,  to  $4.045,75S  53i 
a  sufficient  increase  to  be  wielded  with  greet  power.  1« 
the  meanwhile,  also,  their  depoiilcs  had  mcreased  nearly 
$700,000. 

In  Ihe  review  of  these  atstemenls,  it  seenris  to  me  that 
the  "logic  of  figure*"  proves  little  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Kbntoh]  attempts  to  establish.  It  showa, 
on  (he  contrary,  thai  neither  the  specie  in  the  deposite 
banks,  nor  Uicir  acoommodationa,  have  increased  in  pro- 
portion  to  their  capital,  snd,  instead  of  benefiting  the 
operation  of  the  Treaaury,  has  injured  the  buaincss  and 
facilities  of  the  country. 

But,  Mr.  President,  this  is  not  Ihe  worst  aspect  of  tl»e 
order.  When  it  was  issued,  the  community  and  all  Ihe 
banks  in  Ihe  Union  perceived  (hat  the  desire  lo  purchase 
public  Unds  would  createaBtrongeflbrt  to  obtain  specie, 
lo  be  used  for  that  purpose)  and  (hat  whatever  could  be 
procured  would  be  sent  in  that  direction,  and  depowted* 
and  abut  up  in  a  few  banks  in  the  new  States.  Indivklu. 
ala  who  possessed  it  relvned  it,  in  the  confident  hope 
that  its  value  would  appreciate.  The  banks  retained  tt, 
because  they  could  not  tell  what  drafts  would  be  made 
upon  them  for  it,  and  whether  a  Urge  amount  of  their 
ordinary  circuUlion  would  not  be  thrown  back  upon 
tUemi  and  they  feared  (o  extend,  but  rather  felt  it  neces- 
mry  to  contract  their  accommodations.  All  classn  IcR 
that  it  must  derange  tlie  wdinary  course  of  buinnMS  and 
commerce,  and,  as  a  matter  of  neceanty,  not  choice,  they 
withheld  the  meaos  fhun  the  use  of  others. 

The  Senator  from  Conneeticnt  lib.  Nilis],  seems 
quite  indignant  that  the  te^^'e^fj^rfgne^tecor- 
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rency"  ahould  be  applied  to  orden  and  effects  liketlieae. 
What  is  iu  sir*  but  lamperingrt  «l)en  orden  are  imied 
without  wtrningi  witliout  authorily,  afiectinfir  ererjr  dt^- 
br  of  money  in  the  Union,  and  changing  the  course  of 
biuineia?  There  is  an  intimate,  seniitive  relation  be- 
tween the  course  of  business  and  the  currency.  Tuu 
f»nnot  touch  one  part  of  it  without  afieeling  the  rest. 
Diminiib  the  ■pec:e  or  raise  its  price  in  New  Orleans, 
■nd  it  n  inataitlly  felt  in  New  York  and  Boston.  And 
when  the  esuM  which  touches  it  is  the  simple  order  of 
the  Executive,  the  sensation  is  the  more  deep  and  ap> 
palling.  They  who  feel  it  do  not  know,  and  cannot  an* 
ticipate,  wliat  will  come  nex't  nor  how  soon  it  will  come; 
distrust,  fear,  apprehension,  guards,  are  ihe  consequen- 
ces. It  is  far  leu  so  when  the  change  is  productd  by 
the  legislative  power.  Its  action  is  more  open,  dilib- 
erate*  less  changeable,  less  dependent  on  local  causes 
and  the  will  of  one  or  a  few.  This  order  did  change  the 
course  'of  buKncsa.  It  required  specie  to  be  carried 
ftom  the  creditor  to  the  debtor  portions  of  the  coiintryi 
from  the  seats  of  business  and  wealth,  where  it  was 
wanted,  and  in  constant  action,  to  points  where  it  was 
not  wanted,  and  could  not  be  UKd,  and,  under  express 
orders,  was  to  be  shut  up. 

It  necessarily  produced  serious  evil  to  (he  poor,  while 
It  operated  less  upon  the  wealthy.  The  man  in  moderate 
^rcumctancei  could  not  obtain  his  specie  to  buy  his 
tmall  tract,  but  by  going  to  a  bank  to  procure  it,  adding 
greatly  to  his  trouble  and  expense.  The  rich  msn  could 
obtain  his  thousands,  and  make  his  purchsfles.  He  could 
turn  over  and  over  sgaln  what  he  had,  by  paying  a  small 
gum  to  the  broker,  who  was  near  by.  He  could  make 
his  f 500  buy  a  tract)  when  deposited,  be  could  borrow 
the  same  fAOO  again,  at  a  business  tranaaclion  premium, 
buy  another  tract,  and  repeat  the  operation  until  he  was 
■atbfied.  A  better  device  to  oppress  the  poor,  snd  sub- 
■erve  speculation,  never  was  made.  And  there  is  no 
hazard  in  saying  that  less  land  lias  been  bought  by  the 
poor  and  tlie  actual  settler,  in  proporiion,  than  under 
the  laws  as  before  administered.  The  same  efTect  has 
been  felt  wherever  the  order  has  reached.  The  wealthy 
have  suffered  little.  Their  money  has  been  worth  to 
them  from  two  to  five  per  cent,  per  month.  It  is  an  ex- 
ce" 

which 

bare   

the  poor  poorer" — which  is  one  oflhe  deapickble  phrases 
which  disingenuous  fraud  so  often  uses  in  our  ccuntry. 

There  is  no  occasion  for  surprise  at  ibe  state  of  the 
money  market,  and  that  perfectly  solvent  paper  should 
aetl  for  from  1^  to  5  per  cent,  per  month. 

But  we  are  assured  that  the  evils  which  Ihe  country 
has  experienced  resulted,  not  from  the  Treasury  order 
and  executive  interference,  but  from  the  depnsite  act  of 
last  session,  I  admil,  Mr.  President,  that  tt  was  a  com- 
bination of  the  order  and  tlie  execution  of  the  depnsite 
bill,  with  other  causes,  which  produced  it;  but  I  deny 
that  the  sti|;hlest  inconvenience  ou|thl  to  have  resulted 
fromtlM  execution  of  the  latter.  It  wasan  offensive  law 
to  the  Executive,  and  reeeived  a  reluctant  approvalt  and 
it  has  been  so  treated  as,  if  possible,  to  mnke  it  unpopu- 
lar with  the  counlryi  and,  as  one  of  its  friends,  1  owe  no 
thanks  to  the  Department  for  the  blundering  and  mis* 
chievout  manner  of  its  execution. 

What  was  that  law,  and  what  did  it  require  the  Secre- 
tary to  ioi  It  provided  that  the  surplus  which  should 
be  In  Ibe  Treasury  nn  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  aliould 
be  divided  among  the  Statei  aeeordiiw  lo  their  number 
of  electoral  votes,  and  that  one  fourth  of  it  should  be 
paid  on  the  Isi  of  January,  one  fourth  on  the  1st  of  April, 
one  fourth  on  the  1st  of  July,  snd  one  fourth  on  the  l^t 
of  October.  I  wu  oppMed  to  so  preat  delay  in  the  pay. 
men*,  but  wu  overruled)  but  I  cerulnljr  did  not  antlot- 


lem  irom  two  to  nve  per  cent,  per  montti.  it  is  an  ex- 
ellenlly  good  specimen  of  the  value  of  thnee  pretences 
'hich  have  mided  popular  opinion,  temporarily.  They 
are  all  terminated,  sir,  in  making  «'the  rich  richer  and 


pate  the  mode  In  which  it  woiiM  be  done.   The  Stmt- 
tary  has  told  us  that  it  will  amount  to  about  thirty-seven 
millions.    Then  the  law  simply  required  the  Secretary 
to  place  about  nine  millions  of  money  in  twenly-iix 
States,  or  in  places  where  those  States  would  be  willing 
to  receive  it,  by  Ihe  Ist  of  January.   The  law  passed  oa 
the  23d  of  June,  and  the  Secretary  had  six  months  Is 
perform  the  operation.    He  had  in  the  Treasury  in  Jam 
more  than  this  amount,  which  was  not  needed  for  lbs 
nnmediaie  wants  of  the  Government,  and  the  reveaoa 
was  constantly  coming  in,  to  supply  the  place  of  any  sum 
the  pontion  of  which  might  be  changed.    There  «ru 
then  no  obstacle  to  a  transfer  and  deposite  of  the  shara 
of  the  Slates.    And  what  amount  of  transfers  were  re- 
qiiiredf   There  were  deposite  banks  in  all  the  Stately  I 
believe,  except  four— New  Jersey,  Delaware,  Illinois 
and  Arkansas.   These  deposite  banks  being  in  the 
Slates,  chartered  by  them,  and  having  their  confidence, 
were  the  places  where  the  Slalea  would  have  been  wil- 
ling to  receive  their  moneyt  and  the  Secretary  had  only 
to  leave  or  place  it  there  until  it  was  put  under  the  cos- 
trol  and  disposition  of  the  State  authoritie*.    Now,  <rf 
the  twenty-six  SUles,  there  were,  as  appears  by  the  pub- 
lic documents,  fourteen  or  fifteen  which  already  h^l  "S 
their  banks  their  full  share,  snd  of  course  no  trsnsferi 
were  necessary  as  to  them.    All  the  others  (eiccpt  tlie 
four  mentioned  before)  had  a  greater  or  smaller  propor- 
tion of  the  amount,  and  (he  balaneeonly  wa^  to  be  trans, 
fcrred.    And,  with  wpect  to  several  of  these,  the  Sec- 
retary  knew,  or  ought  to  have  known,  that  they  would 
prefer  to  receive  their  money  exactly  where  it  wu  wh« 
the  law  passed,  because  drafts  on  it  there  were  »'  "Jf 
vance.    There  was  not  more  than  three  and  a  half  »* 
lions  which  it  was  necessary  to  move  at  all.   And  yet 
this  is  the  operation  which  It  charged  with  a  dersnje- 
ment  of  the  currency.    Every  dollar  of  ii  ""glit  nsre 
been  made  to  fall  in  with  the  businesf  of  the  couslrr, 
and  lo  give  facilities  to  it.    None,  at  least  none  to  snjr 
amount,  required  actual  manual  transfer.    The  Sewts 
knows  how  the  SecreUry  has  dealt  with  it.   Be  Wi 
given  transfer  warrants  to  Ihe  bank  which  wastorweirt 
the  money,  and  tjius  placed  it  in  their  power  lo  ciH  w 
it  when  and  in  what  currency  iliey  pleased.    The  W- 
ing  banks,  of  course,  have  been  obliged  to  draw  m  ibea 
means,  to  be  prepared  for  the  payment.    The  rtssK 
was  inev  itable.    If,  on  Ihe  other  hand,  the  Secreisiy 
had  simply  given  notice  to  the  paying  bsnks  that  thiy 
must,  by  a  given  day,  say  20lh  of  December,  place  tM 
sums  required  in  the  bsnks  to  which  they  were  toM 
paid,  it  could  have  been  done  without  difficulty  or  <l^ 
rangement.    Take  an  example:  New  York  bad  lo  pw 
9100,000  in  North  Carolinai  the  bank  in  New  Y«« 
would  purchase  drafts  on  North  Carolina,  and  by  otner 
means  obtain  a  ercdit  on  funds  there  in  the  o™'"^ 
course  of  its  operations.    The  drafts  paid  in  the  ant 
there  would  have  deposited  the  money  there  at  a  pron^ 
perhaps,  to  the  paying  bank,  snd  to  the  bentflt  oM« 
commercial  and  other  relation*  between  the  two  P"^* 
A  simple  notice  that  they  would  purchase  dwn»  ["'Kr 
have  accomplished  it    And,  once  placed  in  the  bw'W 
of  the  States,  the  Slates  themselve^  in  their  u"?"^ 
would  have  been  bound,  both  by  inclination  and  in«^ 
est,  BO  to  have  drawn  it  out  and  disposed  of  it  as  not  J 
injure  or  embarrass  their  own  institutions  and  heir  o»a 
citixcns.    The  same  process  would  have  been  BumwtM 
for  the  subsequent  'quarterly  payments.  . . 

Why,  then,ahoaM  this  deposite  act  be  charged  wn" 
any  derangement  oflhe  currency  f  with  any  part  of^ 
pressure  ^  If  it  has  occamnrd  any,  it  has  arisen  itvm 
the  mismanagement  or  perversenasa  of  the  Secreisry. 
He  has  made  this  law  the  means  of  phiying  *t*f^ 
battledoor  and  shuttlecock  wUj^  the  cuirency  w 
country,  «.d.  d"i^,i*z^J5'@©(!'^«^ 
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TrcMurr  order!  to  ihut  op  s  portion  of  the  specif,  and 
thus  mftke  "confusion  worae  confounded."  So  far  u 
I  ran  andcniand  the  subject,  I  cannot  approTe  his  con- 
duct. The  order  appnn  to  me  to  have  placed  the  specie 
cnctly  where  it  was  least  wanted— created  distrust  and 
wmnt  of  eoDfidence — eolleetcd  the  revenue  where  it  was 
■ot  needed,  and  from  whence  it  can  only  be  tmnsported 
with  expense — and  essentially  deranged  the  exchange 
1  do  not  stop  to  prove  that  they  are  deranged,  nor  to 
combat  the  assertions  from  high  places  that  they  are  in  as 
good  or  a  better  condition  than  for  several  years  past.  No 
Man  of  ordinary  capacity  in  the  coonlry  can  or  does  be- 
kre  then,  bat  all  regard  tbem  as  the  offspring  of  igno* 
ranee  or  recklcMneas.  Nor  aball  f  re^t  by  argument  the 
■■erf  ion  that  the  order  '*  is  conveying  into  the  interior 
hr^  sums  In  nWer  and  gold,  there  to  enter  permanent- 
ly into  the  currency  of  the  country,  and  place  it  on  a 
firmer  foundation."  I  do  not  believe  that  the  assertion 
is  credited  even  by  the  person  who  penned  it.  I  know 
not  who  he  was.  The  President,  I  feel  assured,  did  not) 
Bor,  in  bis  state  of  health,  could  he  have  examined  it 
wUhcare. 

There  Is  one  cireumstanee  connected  with  the  pre- 
tences, or,  if  you  please,  reawns  for  this  order,  wtiich  is 
worthy  of  remark.  They  have  been  acted  on  by  the 
Executive,  either  in  direct  violation  of  the  known  will  of 
Congrew,  or  to  supply  what  were  regarded  as  defects  or 
omissionf  in  our  legislation.  They  embrace  two  sub- 
jects— the  public  iandsand  the  currency —  neither  of  them 
vitbin  the  constiluliiinal  control  of  the  Executivet  both 
of  ibem  before  Congre»a  in  the  setsion  which  had  ezpU 
red  eereo  days  before  the  order  wu  miied. 

Our  journals  show  that  we  had  under  consideration, 
in  various  forms,  the  proper  disposition  of  the  lands: 
onr  attention  was  invited  to  it  by  the  Executivet  and  we 
had  bills  and  speeches  in  abundance  to  guide  us.  A  se- 
lect committee  reported  a  bill  to  arrest  monopolies  of 
the  public  lands  and  purchases  thereof  for  speculatioo, 
and  aubatitute  snles  to  actual  settlers  only,  in  limited 
quantiti<s,  and  at  reduced  pricey  &c.,  Itc,  (page  4360 
and  it  rested,  I  believe,  without  an  effort  fur  its  passage. 
We  had  a  bill  to  change  the  mode  of  sales,  and  it  was 
postponed  indefinitely,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  and 
every  supporter  of  the  administration  voting  to  postpone 
and  defeat  it)  and  yet,  as  sonn  as  we  ha^l  Ivfi  our  seats, 
the  Executive  issued  an  order  to  legislate  on  these  very 
iubjects,  andcany.oatlbeviewa  of  a  portionofhis  friends, 
bat  a  amall  minority  of  the  Senate,  and  against  the  will 
of  the  majority. 

The  currency,  also,  was  the  theme  of  repeated  .mo- 
tions, disquisitions,  and  projects.  The  President  had 
pressed  it  upon  Congress.  On  the  10th  June,  (p*ge 
430,)  the  Sctutor  from  Miisouri  [Ur.  Bkmtoh]  intro- 
duced, on  leave,  the  celebrated  bill  entitled  a  bill  "to 
eat^lish  the  currency  of  the  constitulion  for  the  Fcileral 
Government,"  which  propoaed  that  the  Government 
riMNiU  refuse  the  notes  of  all  banki  which  issued  those 
of  leas  thin  fSO,  after  March.  1837t  nffSO,  after  March, 
IS38i  itfyiOO,  aAer  March,  1839;  of  (500.  af\er  March, 
1840i  of  $1,000,  after  March.  1S41|  and  all  notes  of  all 
banks  after  1843.  On  the  37ih  June,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wright,  Ibis  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table.  The  same 
Senator,  on32d  June,  (page  464,)  offiertd  a  resolution 
requesting  the  President  ■*  to  cause  inquiries  to  be  made 
of  tbe  deposHe  bankr,  and  of  other  banks  of  good  credit, 
to  ascertain  whether  any  of  said  banks,  in  consideration 
of  being  made  or  continued  depositories  of  tbe  public 
money*,  will  agree  to  enter  into  arrangements  to  discon- 
tinue the  use  and  circulation  of  all  paper  currency  of  leas 
dcnomirutim  than  t30(  and  also  to  promote  the  circula- 
tion of  gold,  by  paying  all  the  currency  issued  by  it  in 
gold  and  ailver,  the  proportion  of  each  to  be  at  present 
according  to  tlM  best  ability  of  flie  bank,  and  cTentually 


one  haU  of  each,  the  demander  to  have  the  option  of  one 
half  of  either  metal,  and  the  bank  the  other."  I'his  res- 
olution was  Uid  on  the  table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hangum, 
and  never  afterwards  disturbed. 

Why  were  these  movements  made  in  the  L^gislatureF 
If  the  Executive  poiseased  tbe  power  under  the  laws, 
why  was  it  not  exercised^  Why  did  the  Executive 
wake  up  to  a  knowledge  of  its  rights  and  duties  a  few 
duys  afterwards^  Was  it  that  the  delusion  of  tbe  spe- 
cie currency  had  come  to  a  stand,  and  the  people  mast 
still  be  blinded  a  little  longer  by  actions,  when  profes- 
sions had  grown  staled  Was  it  that  a  deporiie  bill  was 
to  be  defeated  as  far  as  practicable  in  its  salutary  cITeotaf 

A  still  more  decisive  expression  of  opinion  was  also 
given  by  Congress  in  the  deposite  bill  itself.  In  the  Jth 
section  of  that  act  It  was  declared  that  no  bank  should 
be  selected  or  continued  as  a  deposite  bank,  which 
ahould,  after  the  4th  July,  1836,  issue  notes  of  less  de- 
nomination than  (5(  nor  should  the  notes  of  any  bank  be 
received  in  payment  to  the  United  Slates,  which  Issued 
notes  for  less  than  that  sum.  This  law  established,  as 
Clearly  aa  law  can,  the  opinion  of  Congreas,  that  bank 
notes  were  to  be  received  for  dues  to  the  Governmentt 
and  that  it  was  not  wise,  for  the  present,  to  confine  the 
circulation  to  notes  of  a  larger  denomination  than  95. 
And  yet  Ihia  order  was  issued  within  less  than  twenty 
dnjrs  arterwarda,  forbidding  any  bank  notes  to  be  re- 
ceived for  the  public  lands. 

Where  was  the  respect  for  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
Government,  the  onfy  power  of  regulation  on  this  aub* 
jeet,  when  i<s  opinion,  tharexpresaed,  wsa  spurned? 
Did  not  the  Executive  know— had  not  these  proceedings 
informed  him — what  Congress  thought  upon  theae 
topicaf  And  did  it  comport  with  the  courtwy  due  from 
him  thus  to  spurn  their  opinion,  and  execute  his  own 
purposes?  It  is  painful,  sir,  to  contemplate  such  con> 
duct;  and  I  am  not  prepared  (o  give  it  even  a  "raluc- 
tant  approval" 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  worst  aspect  of  this  order  b 
its  total  illegality.  It  haa  nothing  on  which  to  rest  in 
the  constitution  and  Itwi  of  tlie  land.  I  propose  to  ex- 
amine it  In  that  aspeeit  and,  in  doing  it,  hope  for  the 
pardon  of  the  Senator  frum  Connecticut,  if  1  ^ould  be 
compelled  to  use  the  ordinary  proceas  of  reasoning 
familiar  to  lawyers.  He  seems  to  think  very  bad'y  of 
(hem,  and  rejects  them  as  safe  guides.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  hostility  will  not  lead  htm  quite  uj^  to  the  fitmoua 
precedent  given  by  Bhak^ipeare,  in  tbe  times  of  Henry 
VI,  when  Jack  Cade,  the  clothier,  undertook  "  to  dreta 
the  Cummnnweahb,  and  (urn  it,  and  set  a  new  nap  upon 
it;"  and  promised  to  ** apparel  all  the  people  in  one 
livery,  that  they  m'ght  agree  like  brothers,  and  worship 
him  their  lord."  Dick,  the  butcher,  thereupon  said  (o 
him,  "The  first  thing  We  do,  let's  kill  all  the  lawyers;" 
snd  Cade  answered,  "  Nay,  that  I  mean  to  do.  Is  not 
this  a  Umentable  thing,  that  of  the  skin  of  an  Innocent 
lamb  should  be  made  parchment  ?— that  parchment  being 
Rcribbled  o'er,  should  undo  a  man?"  If  (he  Senator  will 
permit  us  (o  look  at  a  legal  qnettion  with  legal  lights^ 
we  shall  rearb  a  conclusion  satisfactory  to  ourselves,  if 
not  to  hint. 

[At  (his  point  of  Mr.  SooTBABD'a  remarks  the  Senate 
adjourned.  The  bill  for  the  admiaaion  of  Michigan  was 
taken  up  the  next  day,  and  the  Treasury  order  not  re- 
sumed until  the  6th  January.  Before  the  adjournment, 
however,  Mr.  Rirxs  offi-red  an  smeadmenl  tu  bu  amend* 
ment,  which  directed  the  ■election  of  the  notes  to  be  re- 
ceived, to  be  made  by  the  bank",  with  tlie  approbation 
i»f  the  Sfcretary  ] 

When  the  Senate  adjourned,  Mr.  President,  I  wwa 
commenoing  the  examination  of  the  legal  r>ght  and 
power  of  the  Executive  loissu^heftfdai  We  muat 
regard  it  u  the  act  d?  aMiie<f>»itM«t;M^  Secretary, 
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i*nrc,  1  MippoM,  of  Hs  queitioiwble  ohtrmcter,  thought 
H  proper  to  nry  team  the  unial  form,  utA  MUe  upon  its 
face  tiMt  it  wM  imied  by  direction  of  the  Preiident,  and 
thua  interpoae  the  Preaident'a  popularity  between  him- 
self and  nil  appropriate  reaponsibilily.  It  is  an  old 
finesse  of  conacioua  weakness)  and  has  become  the  piti- 
ful resort  of  incoropelency  and  error  on  all  occasions, 
and  it  hav^nerally  proved  auflicient.  The  "  President 
nulhorized  it,"  isar^ment  andlog-ic  enough t  reason  has 
no  busineti,  after  that,  to  intermeddle  impertinently. 
The  Secretaiy,  doubilew,  thought  that  the  Zieus  inlertti, 
because  the  dignm  vindiee  nodiu,  had  been  found.  But 
it  is  of  little  consequence  to  us  who  was  the  author  of  the 
act,  provided  we  have  independence  enough  not  to  be 
alarmed  at  the  idra  of  casting  *' censure"  upon  "  Presi- 
dent Jackson."  The  qurslion  ought  to  br,  not  who 
authorized  the  order,  but  is  it  justified  by  law? 

Its  objects  and  effects  are,  to  regulate  the  currency 
and  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  tliey  are  an  de- 
clared on  the  face  or  the  order,  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary, the  message  of  the  President,  and  the  defence  on 
this  floor.  Neither  of  them  is,  in  its  naturr,  or  by  the 
principles  of  the  conslilution,  under  the  power  of  the 
Executive.  Aware  of  this,  and  unwilling  boldly  todeny  it, 
its  advocates  do  not  pretend  to  defend  the  order  on  tlie 
hroad  constitutional  ri^it  of  the  President  to  interfere 
with  them,  without  the  sanction  and  direction  of  Con- 
gress, but  take  refuge  under  the  laws,  and  endeavor  to 
pervert  them  tn  its  defence.  By  these,  therefore,  they 
must  stand  or  fall.  They  are  mainly  two — the  resolution 
of  April,  1816,  and  the  law  of  the  24th  April,  1820.  and 
the  practice  under  them. 

We  are  tn  decide  upon  these  by  the  same  rules  which 
regulate  the  construction  of  all  other  laws;  and,  to  my 
mind,  their  meaning  is  free  from  all  reasonable  doubt. 
And,  first,  of  the  resolution  of  1816.  The  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  passed,  the  evil  to  be  remedied,  its 
wor^  and  (he  action  of  Congress  and  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, all  point  clearly  to  one  conatruction,  and  one  ' 
only. 

The  charter  of  the  old  bank  expired  in  ISlli  the  na- 
tion, during  the  war  of  1812,  had  auffcred  severely  from 
the  state  of  the  currency;  bank  paper  had  depreciated) 
the  paper  of  the  Government  had  railed  to  afTurd  a  rem- 
edy; the  banb,  in  three  fourths  of  tbe  Union,  had  refu- 
sed to  redeem  their  notes  in  eprciej  the  Treaaiiry  had 
applied  all  (he  means  under  its  control  to  induce  them  to 
resume  specie  paymeitlst  ilie  dues  of  the  Government 
were  received  in  worthless  paper)  it  was  accumulating 
in  their  Trcasurj  i  and  we  all  recuHect  it  in  the  shape  of 
«  million  or  two  of  unavailable  funds.  The  evil  was,  the 
refusal  of  the  banka  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie;  the 
remedy  was,  to  restore  specie  payments.  Relief  was  to 
be  found  by  Congress,  for  the  evil  wss  intolerable. 
Wise  or  unwise,  cunstilutional  ur  not,  tbey  adupted  the 
expedient  of  chartering  a  bunk.  They  made  it  the  de- 
pository of  the  public  munry,  agreed  lu  receive  its  notes, 
and  required  it  to  pay  specie  on  demand.  The  object 
of  its  creation  was  the  restoration  of  specie  payments, 
and  bringing  bick  the  currency  to  the  sound  condition 
ill  which  it  had  formerly  been.  The  task  was  difficult, 
and  Congress  was  disposed  to  afford  all  the  akl  in  ita 
power.  The  charter  was  passed  on  the  10th  of  April) 
and  twenty  dtys  afterward*,  before  the  adjournment  of 
Congrcs%  before  a  dollar  was  subscribed  to  the  bank, 
the  resolution  was  passed,  and  is  entitled  "A  resolution 
relative  to  the  more  efTt-'Ctual  collection  of  the  public 
revenue."  They  may  be  regarded  as  cotemporaneous 
acts,  both  having  the  same  object.  That  object  was  not 
to  require  all  the  currency  to  be  specie,  nor  all  the  dues 
to  the  Government  to  be  paid  in  specie.  Tha  man  who 
had  proposed  cither,  at  that  day,  would  hare  been  re- 
garded u  la'^oring  under  tbe  delirium  of  madness.  The 


evil  was  not  that  all  the  currency  was  not  specie,  for  it 
never  had  been  so  in  the  history  of  tbe  Guvernment.  It 
waa  not  that  the  Government  could  not  get  apecie  only 
for  ita  elwma^  for  it  never  had  demanded  specie  only. 
But  it  was  that  the  currency  had  degenerated  into  worth- 
less psper,  and  that  the  Government  was  paid  in  that 
paper)  and  the  object  was  to  restore  the  currency,  and 
obtain  paper  which  would  be  redeemed  on  deowndi  to 
compel  the  banks  to  resume  specie  payments.  Tbe  evil 
was  depreciated  paperi  the  remedy,  to  take  only  tb»t 
which  waa  not  depreciated.  It  was  not  intended  to  re- 
store what  ia  called  *'  the  currency  of  the  conatitution." 
It  wai  not  to  have  a  currency  altogether  of  gold  and 
ailver,  for  that  was  utterly  impracticable.  It  was  not  to 
exclude  specie-paying  notes,  but  to  obtain  them.  Under 
these  crrcumsUnces,  it  would  be  extraordinary  if  the 
resolution  bore  a  construction  which  would  authorize  tba 
Secretary  to  refuse  them  altogether. 

It  has  two  parts— one  prescribing  the  duty  of  tbe  Sec- 
retary, and  the  other  expresoing  the  opinion  of  Gongreat 
as  to  the  time  within  whid)  the  duly  might  be  accom- 
plished. The  first  ts  mandatt<ry,  the  second  advisory. 
The  first  requires  and  directs  the  Secretary  "  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  he  may  deem  necessary  to  cause,  as 
soon  as  msy  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debta,  or  sums  of 
money,  accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United 
States,  lo  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of 
the  Unitod  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  Stale",  as  by  law  provided  and  de- 
clared, or  in  notea  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid 
on  demand  tn  the  said  legal  currency  of  tlie  United 
Stales.  The  second  part  declares  that  nothing  but  the 
kinds  of  money  so  specified  ought  to  be  received  after 
the  20lh  of  iVbruary  then  next.  It  prescribea  four  kinda 
of  money,  tilher  of  which  the  Secretary  was  at  liberty 
to  receivet  and  be  was  to  receive  none  other  but  thine. 
But  had  he  tlie  power  to  refuse  any  one  of  these }  Could 
he  have  rejected  specie?  Treaaury  notea?  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  tbe  United  Slates?  If  not,  on  what  principle  of 
construction  could  he  reject  the  other,  when  Cungreaa 
had  pUced  them  on  the  same  fooling,  and  directed  bis 
duty  in  the  same  phraseology  ?  Doea  any  man  believe 
that  Congress  intended  that  he  slioulJ  refuae  them?  Did 
Congress  or  the  Secretary  then  so  understand  it?  Surely 
not.  And  we  we  not  bound  now  to  give  the  conattuc- 
tton  which  waa  then  intended,  and  then  understood,  1^ 
all  parties?  At  that  dav  there  was  no  dispute  about  it. 
All  regarded  >t  as  directing  the  Sceretaiy  to  receive 
notes  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  specie.  The  then 
Executive,  and  every  Rxecutive  since,  has  construed 
and  practised  upon  it  in  the  same  wsy,  until  the  llth 
July  last,  when  new  and  strange  light  broke  into  the 
executive  mansion,  snd  from  a  source  better  ealculatedi 
I  fear,  to  misles'l  than  to  direct. 

The  Senate  will  remark  that  while  the  resolution  pre- 
scribes the  kinds  of  money  to  be  received,  it  draws  a 
plain  dibtinction  between  legal  currency  and  llic  money 
which  it  would  receive.  The  former  wuealablikbcd  by 
law,  and  was  the  guide  between  creditor  and  debtor,  be- 
tween citizen  ana  citizen,  and  the  Government  had  a 
right  to  claim  it.  But  it  had  atao  a  perfect  right  to 
wure  it,  and  receive  anv  thing  else  in  its  stead.  And, 
in  this  resolution,  it  points  out  three  kinds  cf  money 
which  it  would  receive,  which  were  not  legal  currency— 
l>easury  notes.  United  States  Dank  notes,  and  notea  of 
other  banks-  We  shall  see  that  thia  distinction  ia  im- 
portant, in  the  progresa  of  this  examination;  and  it  ia  be- 
cause it  has  been  overlooked,  that  confusion  haa  crept 
into  the  argumentaof  acHDe  of  those  wbo  defend  tbit 
order,  I'lie  reaolulion  bw  nothing  to  do  with  ealabliib- 
ing  or  declaring  the  legal  eurreneyt  it  deab  only  milh, 
and  prracribea  rules  for,  the  payment  of  debta  to  Oov- 
ernment.  They  «hop|^(i||Hi5;^ji,^B9^||@ovelbM 
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CoacKn  had  no  rqeht  (o  declare  that  the  Goveranent 
vould  receive  any  thinfr  but  le^l  currency.  If  they  had 
that  ri^ht,  and  have  declared  ihat  Ihey  will  receive 
•omeibing  else,  what  authority  has  the  Secretary  tony 
that  nothio;  elae  aball  be  received^  To  me  it  teeiita 
clear  that,  by  the  words  and  expoutioo  of  the  reaolution, 
the  Executive  had  noauthorily  tu  refute  notes  of  q»cie- 
paying  banks. 

Il4it  it  has  been  objected  that  this  construction,  by  im- 
posing on  (be  Secretary  the  necesMty  of  receiving  these 
notes,  compels  him  to  receive  all,  and,  of  course,  to  take 
not  PS  of  inconvenient,  or,  perhapi,  insolvent  banlu,  and 
thai  llic  practice  has  been  to  select  and  refuae  such  as  he 
saw  fit.  I  answer,  to  require  him  to  receive  notes  of 
•pecie-paying  banks  doei  not  compel  him  lo  receive  those 
which  are  not  equal  to  specie  at  the  place  where  they 
are  paid.  It  la  a  falae  construction  lo  say  that  he  must 
take  such  notes  when  ibcy  are  at  a  discount)  for  (hey 
are  not  then  qieeie-paying  to  the  officer  vho  receives 
tbcmt  be  cannot  (urn  (hem  into  specie  without  lotst  they 
are  not  equivalent  to  specie.  He  takea  them  because  he 
can  get  an  equal  amouni  of  specie  on  demand  for  (hem. 
This  he  cannot  do  if  the  bank  be  at  a  distance;  its  notes 
are  not  then  worth  speoe.  Much  less  can  he  be  required 
to  take  those  the  solvency  of  which  is  justly  questioned. 
Coogreca  intended  to  authorize  the  receipt  of  notea 
whicb  were  convertible  into  specie  without  kiaa.  It 
wooW  be  quite  as  correct  to  ai^e  that  the  Secretary, 
being  boend  (o  receive  specie,  was  therefore  ohl^i^  to 
receive  tliat  of  which  he  doubted  the  weight  and  gen- 
efoeness,  and  which  could  not  be  psssed  fur  the  amount 
which  ita  dennmination  indicated.  He  must  exercise  liis 
judgment  whether  the  notea  are  good,  will  be  paid  on 
demand,  and  are  equal  lo  specie  where  they  are  offered. 
Beycnd^his  he  hu  no  discretion.  Bcsidefl,  the  order  which 
we  are  conaictering  does  not  direct  the  rejection  of  those 
notes  only  which  are  suspicious,  of  bsiiks  ala  distance, 
and  which  are  st  a  discount,  but  of  all  notes,  the  very 
best,  those  of  banks  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  sikI 
which  could  be  converted  into  specie  without  delsy  and 
without  cost;  and  to  prove,  if  he  receive  alt,  thai  he  may 
receive  tome  which  are  not  of  full  value,  isan  odd  mode 
oTreaeonii'g  to  reach  the  conclusion  that  he  may  reject 

But,  if  this  inconvenience  do  exist  in  the  rule,  we  must 
recollect  that  we  are  ditcussirg,  not  its  policy  and  expe- 
diency, but  its  mesningt  not  what  the  law  ought  to  be, 
but  wbat  the  law  u,  and,  of  course  the  power  and  duty 
of  the  Executive  in  regard  to  it.  If  he  have  not  (he 
power  by  law,  it  should  be  drn>d  to  bim.  If  llie  law 
be  not  right,  let  Congress  amend  il. 

But,  Mr.  Presidenl,  1  deny  the  very  found^ilion  of  the 
argwDent  in  support  of  this  orders  the  point  from  which 
it  slerte  and  at  which  it  ends.  It  rests  on  the  assumption 
that  gold  and  wiver  are  the  currency  of  ihe  constitution, 
end  thence  il  is  inferred  that  the  resolution  is  to  be  con- 
strued in  relation  to  it,  and  (hat  the  Executive  is  justifia- 
ble  in  restoring  it  by  his  orders  and  regulations  to  the 
country.  There  it  no  such  thing  as  a  currency  of  the 
eoMtUution  in  any  other  sense  than  that  which  regards 
all  OMttcra  ahithin  the  legitimate  powers  of  Congress  as 
censtilulioeel.  In  that  sense,  the  eourls,  the  depart- 
ments^ the  customs,  are  the  courts,  departments,  and 
customs,  of  the  constitution.  The  cnnst>(uiion  has  pro- 
vided no  currency  for  the  Union.  The  5th  item,  8ih 
section,  of  the  1st  article,  Ba}a  (bat  "Congress  shall  have 
power  to  coin  money,  and  regulate  the  value  thereof, 
and  <^  f(»«ign  coins."  It  may  coin  money,  and  may 
jwCBcribe  its  vahiet  it  may  coin  gold,  silver,  copper,  tin, 
irofi,  whatever  it  pleasestand  place  what  value  upon  it 
it  sees  6t.  The  power  ia  uMrcstrietcd  and  unlimited. 
Il  ia  the  power  to  create  a  currency  for  the  Union,  ae- 
cording  to  the  condition  and  nceeisitict  of  the  Union. 
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The  eonfederatioi)  had  no  ourrencyi  and,  until  Congress 
exercised  (he  power,  the  Union  had  no  currency.  When 
it  did  exercise  it,  it  created  a  currency  in  eonfomiily 
with  (he  eon8ii(u(ion,  but  in  no  other  sense  the  currency 
of  the  constitution.  It  might  have  established  other  met- 
ats  as  coins,  have  given  them  different  values,  hsve  re- 
quired gold  and  silver  to  pass  at  a  higher  or  lower  stand* 
ard,  and  they  would  have  been  equally  the  currency  of 
the  conatitution  as  they  now  are.  Congress  has  changed 
the  ftneneis  and  standard  value  of  coins^  and  might  luiT* 
changed  Ibem  s(ill  more,  and  been  equally  within  its 
eonsti(uttonal  powers.  The  cant  phrase  '*  currency  of 
the  constitution,"  means  nothing  more  nor  less  than  (he 
currency  which  Coiigreu  has  established  in  virtue  of  the 
authority  conferred  upon  it,  and  which  it  may  alter  at 
pleasure.  It  might,  so  far  as  its  power  is  concerned, 
have  established  any  other.  Gold  and  ailver  are  the  le- 
gal currency,  the  current  money,  and  are  constitutional 
only  because  they  have  been  msde  tegah  but,  without 
an  act  of  Congress,  they  would  have  been  no  currency. 
I'herc  is,  sir,  another  provision  on  this  subject  in  the 
Same  article,  section  10,  item  1:  '<  No  State  ^all  coin 
money,  emit  bills  of  credit,  nor  make  any  thing  but  gohl 
and  silver  a  tender  in  the  psyroent  of  debts."  The  rea- 
sons fur  this  provision  are  sbundantly  found  in  the  histo- 
ry of  the  Uevolution  and  ofthe  confederation.  The  power 
was  wifely  taken  from  Ihe  Stalest  the  control  of  Con- 
gress waa  intended  to  be  complete.  One  Senator  [Mr. 
Bucaavjx]  baa  said  that,  by  some  strange  accident. 
Congress  had  lost  all  control  in  regard  to  the  currency. 
It  is  so,  and  it  is  eztrf  ordinary  that  his  memory  does  not 
direct  him  to  that  accident.  But  the  constitution  was 
not  created  in  that  spirit,  nor  wi(h  that  view.  With  Con- 
gress the  regulation  of  the  currency  is  a  question  not  of 
power,  but  of  policy)  with  tbe  Stales  it  la  a  queation  not 
of  policy,  but  of  power.  Congress  wisely  established  a 
currency  of  gold  and  silver,  and  msde  them  a  legal  len- 
der at  a  stsndard  nearly  corresponding  with  tliat  of  the 
naiiuns  with  whom  we  have  most  commercial  intercoursei 
and  in  this  respect  t(s  duty  was  well  done,  and  its  policy 
will,  I  trust,  never  be  changed.  But  it  had  the  power 
to  create  another  medium  antl  another  sUndard.  I 
ahould  not  have  thought  these  remarks  necessary,  if  we 
had  not  ineeasanlly,  for  two  or  three  years  pan,  heard 
of  (he  currency  of  (he  conatitution  in  billa  and  speeches 
which,  however  unsound,  seem  to  have  been  suited  to 
(he  polidcal  marke(.  I  proceed  (o  exsmine  tbe  ac(ion 
of  Congress  upon  this  subject. 

1  he  law  of  the  Slst  of  July,  1789,  the  fifth  upon  your 
sialute  book,  regulating  the  collection  of  duties^  directs 
that  they  shall  be  <*  received  in  gold  and  wlver  coin  only,'* 
at  the  following  ratest  Tbe  gold  of  Prance,  England, 
Spain,  and  Portugal,  and  all  other  gi^d  of  equal  finenea^ 
at  89  cents  for  every  pennyweight;  the  Mexican  dollar 
a(  100  cents;  a  crown  of  France  and  of  England  at  II  II, 
snd  all  other  silver  of  equal  fineness,  a(  #1  11  per  ounce. 
This  law  is  referred  lo  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  his  report  of  the  36ih  April,  1836,  and  he  aeems  (o 
consider  it  as  a  recognition  by  Congren  that  gold  and 
silver  alone  were  a  legal  tender,  and  alone  ought  to  be 
received  for  duea  to  the  Govemroent.  Speakil^^  of  the 
authority  to  direct  what  money  shall  be  received  for  pub- 
lic lands,  he  says:  Thia-  Deparlment  entertains  the 
opinion  that  Congress  alone  possesses  that  authority  in 
the  first  instance,  to  be  enforced  by  the  Treasury  as  tbe 
chief  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  under  such  con- 
structions  of  the  lawa  relating  to  the  subject  as  seem 
reasonable.  An  autfaority  of  this  kind  was  accordingly 
exercised  by  that  body  as  early  as  1789,  by  requiring  all 
duties  on  foreign  imports  to  be  '  received  in  gold  and 
silver  only,*  by  subsequently  directing  payment  for  the 
pubfic  lands  to  be  nwde  in  '  casb,'aml  by  often  reeog^ 
oising  the  principle  eouf^^f^^iyt^)^*^  (in 
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th«  prohibition  of  sny  State  to  *  mtke  any  tli'mj^  but  gold 
gnd  silver  eoin  •  tender  in  ptyment  of  debu*)  itut  such 
ft  coin  alone  ■boul4  genenlly  be  permitted  lo  be  uted  u 
•  irgrnl  tender  either  by  or  to  the  United  Stktea."  A 
more  muddy  phraaeolofry  could  not  well  be  found  than 
this  of  our  Secretary,  and  he  shall  be  my  Hsgnus  Apollo 
who  will  conalnie  it  by  any  known  rules.  He  seems, 
bowcTer,  to  assert  that  Congress  had  often,  and  especiaU 

by  the  act  of  1789,  recognised  the  principle  that  gold 
and  silver  alone  ahould  be  uwd  as  money  with  which  to 
pay  to  the  Government.  He  makes  a  great  mistake. 
Congress  has  never  recognised  that  principle,  and  in 
that  act  had  no  reference  to  legal  currency  or  legal  len- 
ders. They  were  deciding  only  what  they  would  receive 
for  the  duties.  A  legal  currency  was  not  established 
until  the  3d  of  April,  1793,  nearly  three  years  afterwards; 
and  they  directed  the  receipt  of  coins  which  never  have 
been  mad*  a  lawful  lender;  the  crown  of  England,  and 
all  other  gold  and  silver,  not  enamerated  in  our  laws, 
giving  currency  to  foreign  coins.  That  act  establishes 
only  that  Con,{ress  drew  a  distinction  between  le^t  cur< 
rency  and  the  moneys  which  they  were  willing  to  re* 
ceivC)  but  it  does  not  rrcogniie  a  currency,  nor  prescribe 
to  its  agentt  the  rule  that  sudi  coins  alone  as  have  since 
been  lude  a  legal  tender  *■  sliould  generally  be  permit- 
ted to  be  used  as  •  legal  tender  either  bj  or  lo  the  Uni- 
ted States.'*  The  first  rererence  fails  the  Secretary. 
He  must  not  rest  upon  this  law  to  justify  him  in  the  pre- 
lenoe  that,  by  the  order  of  llih  July,  be  was  carrying 
out  the  ezpreBte<1  will  of  Congress. 

He  seems  to  admit — and  I  use  the  word  item  with 
becoming  caution — he  seems  to  atfmit  that  there  was  no 
direct  action  of  Congress  on  this  subject  of  payments  lo 
the  Government,  from  this  law  of  1789,  to  tlie  charter  of 
the  bank  and  the  resolution  uri816.  IFibat  be  so,  there 
wai  then,  up  lo  the  latter  period,  no  declaration  by  Con- 
gress that  the  lefcal  currency  alune  should  be  received 
for  dues  to  the  Government,  and  no  direction  or  will  of 
Congreu  tu  be  carried  out  by  the  action  uf  the  Execu- 
tive. And  the  practice  as  to  the  receipts  waa  directly 
the  rererie  of  the  order  of  the  11th  July.  Almost  im- 
mediately after  the  law  of  1789,  as  soon  as  the  collee- 
Itona  commenced  under  it,  Hr.  Hamilton,  the  then 
Seeretary  of  the  Treasury,  received  into  the  deposittiries 
of  the  Treasury  notes  of  bnnks  which  were  cunverlible 
into  specie.  He  took  care  that  ihey  should  be  notes  of 
Solvent  banks — convertible — equal  lo  specie  where  they 
were  received.  Our  Secretary  considers  this  ai  a  modi- 
fication of  tite  enactments  and  principles  of  the  law. 
What  rif^t  had  Mr.  Hamilton  to  modify  the  law?  lie 
did  no  such  thing.  He  knew  that  Congress  intended 
rather  to  prescribe  the  value  to  be  received  than  the 
medium  in  which  the  duties  should  be  psidi  that  the  ob- 
ject was  to  receive  specie  or  its  equivalent.  His  con- 
sinietion  was  known  to  and  sanclionrd  by  Congress,  and 
it  became  the  settled  practice — the  common  law  of  the 
Government  and  continued,  with  every  legal  sanction, 
from  his  dity  down  to  the  resolution  of  1816|  and  I  know 
of  no  authority  which  could  change  it  without  the  com- 
mand of  Congress. 

-  During  the  war  of  1813,  and  after  its  termination,  the 
banks  south  and  west  of  New  York  suspended  specie 
payments,  and  yet  their  notes  were  received  by  the  Guv- 
ment.  It  »as  of  necessity,  not  clioicet  but  it  provei  the 
practice,  and  confirms  the  aasertiun  that  tlie  Secretary 
and  the  advocatea  of  this  order  are  in  error  when  they 
suppose  that  there  waa  any  thing  which  required  gold 
ftnd  silver  only  to  be  received  for  dues  to  tlie  Govern- 
ment prior  to  1816.  The  practice  itself  had  the  forceof 
Ijiw,  and  Congress  alone,  in  whom  rested  the  control  of 
the  currency  and  of  tlie  Treasury  of  the  nation,  could 
•Iter  it.  An  interference  with  it  by  liie  Executive  was 
u  aiwBptioa  of  undekgttcd  authority. 


There  is  nothing  in  nar  laws  or  praetioe  to  ioipuga 
this  view,  unless  it  be  the  act  of  3d  April,  1793,  estab- 
liahing  the  min^  and  tbe  laws  making  fbreign  coins  a 
lawful  currency.  I'hat  act,  section  ItS,  (1  Laws,  367*) 
declares  that  **all  (he  gold  and  niver  coins  which  shaU 
have  been  Mruck  at,  and  tuued  from,  the  said  mint,  shall 
be  a  lawful  tender  in  al)  payments  whatsoever,"  be. 

But  this  merely  establishes  the  currency — tlie  lawful 
tenderi  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  questim  what  the 
Government  will  receive  fi>r  its  dues.  That  it  is  to  ba 
decided  by  the  practice  and  by  other  laws,  and  the  Ex> 
ecutive  has  no  laa'ful  authority  to  violate  that  praetiM 
and  those  laws.  The  laws  relating  to  foreign  coins  as  a 
legal  tender  commenced  with  the  act  of  9lb  FebniaiTa 
1793. 

It  decUres,  1.  That  the  gold  coins  of  Rngland,  Por- 
tugal, France,  and  Spain,  shall  pass  current  as  aoney, 
at  the  rates  then  fixed,  as  shall  also  the  Spanish  milled 
dollar  and  Its  parts,  until  three  years  after  tbe  mint  shaU 
commence  to  coin,  after  which  only  the  Spanish  milled 
dollar  and  its  parts  were  to  pass  current. 

This  coin  had  been  tbe  common  currency  before  this 
act,  and  is  the  only  one  which,  through  all  changes  and 
at  all  times,  has  been  a  Iswful,  rect^nintd  tender  beiweea 
citisen  and  citisen.  But  this  act,  section  3,  directly  ree> 
ognises  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  receive  other 
foreign  gold  and  silver  coins  rn  payment,  and  directs  the 
ofBcera  who  receive  them  (o  send  them  lo  the  mint  to  be 
recoine<l.  Thus  eatablishing  the  fiict  that,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  fixing  the  currency,  they  received  what  was  not 
made  lawful,  and  therefore  no  argument  can  be  draws 
from  the  currency  to  justify  the  act  of  the  Secretary* 
He  must  look  only  to  those  laws  and  resolutions  which 
relate  to  the  moneys  which  the  Government  has  agreed 
to  receive.  Under  this  law  all  foreign  coins  vould  have 
ceased  lo  be  a  lawful  tender  three  years  after  the  mint 
went  into  operaliun.  This  period  was  fixed  by  a  proc* 
lamation  of  the  President,  (Uted  32d  July,  1797,  to  bs 
fur  silver  coin%  except  Spanish  milled  dollars,  on  llie 
15t)i  October,  1797,  and  for  gold,  on  the  Slat  July. 
1798.  (See  S  I.awa,  appendix.  511)  But  the  law  was 
suspended  Irom  time  lo  time,  although  no  alteratiun  was 
made  in  tlie  fiireign  coins  which  should  be  received, 
until  the  act  of  the  3jth  June,  1834,  which  added  the 
dollar  of  Uezico,  Peru,  Chili,  and  Central  America,  and 
that  restamped  in  Umaii,  and  the  five-franc  piece  of 
France)  which  then  became  a  legal  tender.  Butstil^ 
other  foreign  coins  werg  received  by  the  Governoienti 
and  still  are  received. 

We  have,  then,  the  practice  and  the  laws  up  to  the 
passage  of  the  resolution  of  1818,  and  Hnd  nothing  tj 
justify  the  Sceretsiy  in  his  order. 

The  character  ol^ihsl  resolution  lias  been  considered, 
snd  we  have  tu  inquire  whether  the  practice  since  coia- 
ports  with  the  construction  which  I  have  put  upon  it. 
The  first  action  under  it  was  by  Mr.  Crawford,  and  bis 
conduct  is  referred  to  as  authority  for  this  order. 

I  am  not  the  assailant  of  Hr.  Crawford,  nor  his  apdO' 
gist  fur  any  errors  which  he  may  have  eommitieo.  I 
wu  not  hit  advocate,  and  to  this  hour  liave  been  made 
to  feel  the  penally  of  my  oflTence.  I  leave  his  defence 
to  ibose  who  were  his  particular  friends  in  hia  palo^ 
days — some  of  whom  have  strangely  changed  positions 
since  th«t  lime.  I  thought  he  aometimes  stretelied  tbe 
law  beyond  the  meaning  of  the  law,  but  he  did  nothing 
on  this  subject  which  could  be  a  justification  for  ibii 
order. 

He  had  been  compelled  to  receive  depreciated  paper, 
fur  there  was  nothing  else  in  which  tbe  Gorernmeot 
could  be  paid.  He  waa  a  good  democrat — the  very 
model  of  those  who  now  claim  the  name i  yet  he  uaed 
all  tbe  power  of  influence  and  of  argument  to  induce 
Congrm  to  charter     iJ»U^^«.g(^(j5^(^ut  » its 
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ftror  U  one  of  hi*  abiNt  efTorts.  He  bad  to  kid  thkt 
bank  in  rertoriiw  the  currency  of  the  country  to  a  sound 
conditiant  and  the  reaolation  of  1816  wuenaoted  to  give 
bin  countenance  and  support.  It  wai,  of  coorw,  hia 
duty  to  ^  afl  fkr  at  that  resolution  suthoriied  btm  to  goi 
and  the  pmnt  at  wbtoh  he  stopped  his  successors  ought 
to  have  hesitated  to  pass. 

The  Secretary,  in  bla  report  of  36th  April  last,  seems 
in  some  difficulty  to  gin  us  a  correct  and  safe  history  of 
Ma  acts*  on  account  of  tbe  burning  of  the  Treasury. 
Fife  seeow  to  be  either  a  warm  friend  or  a  desolating 
dmnj  to  the  existing  adnuniatration.  It  will  afford  or 
anwd  many  an  explanation,  when  errors  and  corruptions 
are  alleged  agfainat  it.  It  may  truly  be  said  to  be  an  ad- 
ministration purified  and  cleansed  by  Bre.  But  enough 
remains  on  this  point  to  enable  us  to  understand  Mr. 
Crawford's  conduct  correctly. 

Under  that  resolution,  and  the  law  chartering  the 
bank,  he  was  bound  by  liis  duty  to  receive  and  place  in 
that  bank  tbe  public  moaeys;  and  to  receive,  after  the 
30tb  Pebwary,  1817,  nothing  but  specie,  Tmsury 
Boica,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States,  or  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks.  To  effect  this  end,  he  had  to 
deal  with  banks  which  bad  refused  specie  for  their  notes, 
bad  resumed  it,  and  subsequently  (.topped  again. 

He  did  Dot  direct  that  notes  of  specie  banks  should  be 
refoaed,  bet  gave  directions  that  the  officers  should  not 
receive  notes  which  would  not  be  received  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  In  which  he  had  to  depoiite  them, 
and  by  which  tbey  were  to  be  credited  and  paid,  either 
in  their  own  notes,  or  in  specie.  What  less  could  he 
have  done  (o  perform  his  duty }  He  further  requested 
(be  depositors  to  give  notice  to  the  receivers  whitt  notea 
tb%y  would  so  consider.  This  was  justifiable,  because 
Congress  had  created  the  depository,  and  had  required 
the  treasure  to  be  placed  in  it,  and  bad  not,  at  the  same 
time,  required  that  depository  to  receive  any  money  but 
that  which  it  was  willing  to  receive.  The  Secretary 
could  accomplish  the  two  great  objects  of  hiaduty— to 
aid  in  ctMnpelting  tbe  banks  to  resume  specie  payments, 
aw)  thereby  restoring  a  sound  currency,  and  (o  deposite 
tbe  public  money  in  the  Treasury  provided  fur  it — in  no 
other  way. 

But,  when  this  example  ia  cited  by  the  Secretary  and 
by  Seoator*,  do  tbey  not  perceive  tbe  strong  contrasts 
between  tbe  -acts  of  1817  and  of  1836?  When  the  or- 
der now  under  consideration  was  issued,  there  was  no 
ebUgation  on  the  Secretary  to  restore  a  currency  already 
■ound,  at  least  not  declared  to  be  unsound  by  Congress, 
and  ihere  was  no  Treasury  designated  by  Congress 
wbtcb  had  refuted  to  receive  tbe  notes  which  the  Secre- 
tary has  rejected. 

The  precedent  manifestly  does  not  sustain  the  act. 

Mr.  Crawford  did  not  forbid  all  specie<paying  nutest 
be  only  required  that  those  received  should  be 
equivalent  to  specie  where  they  were  paidt  and  all  hia 
regulatioDs  were  governed  by  two  considerations — 

I.  To  receive  sllthe  kindu  of  money  mentioned  in 
the  resolution  of  Congresst 

3.  To  take  the  notes  of  banks  in  such  way  that  they 
eould  be  recrivqi  into  the  Treasury)  and  that  no  money 
abeald  be  lost  by  taking  notes  of  insolvent  banks. 

Mr.  Crawford  did  receive  notea  of  specie<paying 
banks.  This  he  could  not  have  done,  if  tbe  laws  and 
resolutiooa  of  Congress  required  only  gold  and  silver. 
The  phrase  "currency  of  the  constitulion"  bad  not 
then  acquired  its  potency  in  Congress,  nor  among  the 
pcoptet  nor  had  the  adroit  reformers  of  that  currency 
undertaken  to  restore  it  "  for  the  Federal  GovernD>ent." 

Tbe  acts  of  Mr.  CntwftM^  were  called  in  question, 
and  he  waa  accused  and  tried'-and  a  ve^ct  <w  acquit- 
tal pronounced.  His  defisnoe  gave  him  more  reputation 
than  any  other  produetioa  of  hit  lifti  and  if  one  who 
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bears  me  were  absolved  from  his  honorary  obligation  to 
secrecy,' I  doubt  not  he  could  tell  us  when,  and  where* 
and  by  whose  aid,  that  production  was  prepared,  and 
how  that  reputation  was  acquired. 

In  that  trial,  which  took  place  before  a  most  abtecom- 
mittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  whidi  Mr. 
Livingston  was  chairman,  and  Hr.  Webster  one  of 
the  members,  tbe  conduct  of  Hr.  Crawford  was  investi- 
gated, and  their  report  is  given  in  the  documenta  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

It  appeara  by  it  that  the  chief  complaint  was,  not  thajt 
Hr.  Crawford  received  the  notes  of  the  specie-paying 
banks,  or  of  any  banks,  but  that,  after  tbey  were  receiv- 
ed, he  deposited  the  money  in  insolvent  banks,  and 
thereby  lost  it;  and  that  he  made  corrupt  bargains  to 
give  these  State  banks  loo  much  for  receiving  and  trana. 
ferring  the  public  money.  But  neither  his  accuser  nor 
the  committee  ever  dreamed  that  it  was  bis  duly,  under 
the  laws  then  in  force,  or  under  the  resolution  of  1816, 
to  refuse  notes  and  demand  ipede.  That  very  sage 
notion  was  reserved  for  these  times,  when  the  apargerc 
voces  ambiffuas  is  the  creed  of  the  popular  politiciant 
when  gold  and  silver  have  been  converted  into  "the 
currency  of  the  constitution,"  and  men  rest  their  claims 
to  popular  confidence  on  the  unworthy  cry  of— gold, 
gold,  silver,  silver;  no  United  States  Bankt  no  United 
States  Bank;  the  poor  against  the  ricbi  the  poor  against 
the  rich!'— W  idgentuomne. 

No  United  States  Bank,  sir!  The  hour  is  approach- 
ing rapidly  when  a  different  language  will  be  held;  when 
the  successors  of  those  who  have  made  profit,  in  money 
and  honors,  by  these  impoutiona  on  popular  credulity, 
will,  under  another  name,  perhaps,  and  by  more  spe- 
cious devices,  restore  the  substance,  if  not  the  form,  of 
that  great  controller  and  purifier  of  ihe  currency.  And 
I,  sir,  for  one,  ^all  rejoice  when  that  hour  arrives,  pro- 
vided the  object  be  boldly,  manfully,  and  frankly  avow 
ed  and  accomplished,  without  local  and  personal  objects* 
and  with  a  «ngle  eye  to  the  permanent  and  lasting  inter- 
ests of  the  nation. 

The  precedent  of  1817,  sir,  proves  only  that  Mr. 
Crawford  and  the  then  Executive  considered  tliemselves 
bound  to  receive  bank  notes  which  ,were  equivalent  to 
specie  where  they  were  paidt  <tnd  thai  he  gave  direc- 
twns  to  the  receivers  and  the  depositories  to  lake  them 
wherever  they  were  equivalent  to  apeciet  and  it  con- 
demns tbe  bold  assumpUon  of  the  order  of  11th  July, 
which  refuses  all  notes  and  demands  specie  only,  without 
legal  sanction  for  the  nsurfiation  of  power — a  usurpation 
perpetrated  under  advice  which  would  destroy  any  ad- 
ministration, because  it  inflicts  injuries  which  an  intelli- 
gent nation  cannot  ancLwill  not  bear. 

Tbe  subsequent  history  of  the  practice  under  thi3  res- 
olution has  been  most  unskilfully  told  b^he  Secretary, 
in  his  report  before  referred  to,  and  baa  been  unadvised- 
ly adopted  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  It  is 
stated  that  Mr.  Crawford,  in  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  extended  the  indulgence  of  receiving  at 
the  Western  banks  notes  of  certain  banks  on  the  seaboard. 
The  indulgence— -why,  sir,  that  indulgence  was  nothing 
more  nor  las  than  receiving  for  lands  and  other  dues  in 
the  West  the  notei  of  banks  which  were  not  only  worth 
specie,  but  which  were,  at  the  places  at  which  they  were 
received,  the  very  best  ftinds  which  the  Government 
could  obtain.  They  were  notes  of  banks  the  drafts  on 
which  were  at  a  premium.  It  wss  the  receipt,  not  of 
actual  specie,  but  of  that  which,  fur  the  uses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, wss  worth  more  than  specie.  This  is  a  sin- 
gular kind  of  indulgence,  and  an  odd  kiitd  of  argument 
to  show  that  the  Treasury  baa  the  power  to  rehuttdl 
notes  of  all  apecie-paying  banks.  The  resolution  of  1816 
requires  the  Secretary  to  rrceive^'>pceit-payH)g  notes* 
he  receim  those  of  tlt^g);^  ^«]|»^^^ks  oo 
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which  drafts  %rc  *t  m  premtumt  tnd  this  is  tlie  indylf^nce 
of  receiving  notes  instesd  of  specie,  and  k  proof  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  rrfuie  all  notes!  Lofi* 
cal  reaaoning,  this. 

But  I  beg  to  inquire,  if  the  lav  of  1830,  the  resolution 
of  1816,  orany  thing  else,  required  specie  only  lo  be  re* 
ceived,  bow  could  Mr.  Crawford,  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty>lhree,  direct  notes  of  Eastern  banks  to  be  re- 
ceircd  at  the  land  offices  In  the  West^  The  ailment 
ouut  cut  both  ways.  It  must  prove  that  the  lenl  cur- 
rency, 0Dly»  **ougtit  generally  to  be  permitted."  and 
yet  tMt  the  Secretvy  has  the  right  to  direct,  by  way  of  in- 
dulgence, the  notes  of  any  banks  he  selects  to  be  received. 

W«  are  thus  brought  to  the  law  of  34th  April,  1820. 
To  construe  it  correctly  it  is  necessary  that  we  should 
recollect  the  previous  legiibtSon. 

The  old  Congress,  on  the  30th  Hay,  1785,  had  direct, 
ed  certain  of  the  public  lands  to  be  sold,  and  fixed  the 
price  at  one  dollar  in  specie,  or  loan  office  certt6cales 
reduced  to  specie,  or  certificates  of  Hqutdatcd  debts  of 
the  United  States.  The  provialon  waa  necessary,  be- 
cause there  waa  then  no  other  currency  but  apede  and 
depreciated  paper.  The  sole  object  was  (o  secure  a 
specified  value  or  the  land  sold. 

Several  changes  were  made,  but  none  affecting  the 

Siuestion  under  discussion,  until  Congreu,  after  the  estab- 
isbment  of  the  Federal  Government,  on  the  18th  May, 
1796,  passed  a  law  directing  siiles  of  certain  parts  of  the 
land,  and  the  termst  but  it  uses  the  expresikm,  money— 
purAate-mmetf,  without  designation  of  Und. 

Tbe  act  of  3d  March,  1797,  establishes  the  rates  at 
which  the  evidences  of  public  debt  shall  be  received  in 
payment  for  lands. 

Tbe  law  of  10th  May,  1800,  says  that  payment  may 
be  made  for  the  same  by  all  purchasers,  either  in  specie 
or  In  evidences  of  the  pubUcdebt,"  8tc-,  accordtrg  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1797.  These  acts  are  similar  to 
that  of  1789,  respecting  the  customs,  and  were  under- 
stood and  practised  on  in  the  aame  wa^.  Thus  far  sales 
bad  been  on  credit)  and,  notwithstanding  the  phraseolo- 
gy,  the  Secretary,  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation 
of  Congress,  received  notes  of  banks  as  equivalent  to 
specici  tbo  terms  being  regarded  as  fixing  the  amount 
to  be  received,  not  the  kind  of  money. 

Nest  came  the  resolution  of  1816i  and,  whatever  may 
have  previously  been  the  conMruction,  it  expressly  au- 
thorized llie  receipta  to  be  in  nolea  of  apecie-paying 
banks.  And  tbia  resolution,  and  the  practice  under  it, 
were  in  fiill  force  when  this  act  of  34Ui  April,  1830,  was 
paaaed. 

Did  this  act  repeal  the  resolution  of  1816,  and  require 
the  paymrnta  to  be  only  in  specie? 

It  is  so  suggested  by  the  Secretary,  and  so  argued  by 
Mveral  Senators. 

Hm  Secretary  says  that  directing  payments  to  be 
made  In  "ca!h,"£0unienanccd  the  idea  that  auch  cwn 
alone  should  be  generally  permitted  to  be  received.  And 
two  Senatora  argue  that  cash  payments  can  mean  only 
payments  in  the  lawful  tender. 

Tbe^  all  look  to  the  4th  aeclion,  and  to  tlie  word  eath, 
as  their  guide,  and  overlook  tbe  3d  section,  which 
is  more  important,  to  fix  the  meaning  of  the  Uw.  It  re- 
lates to  all  salea  of  the  public  lands:  the  4lh  only  to 
resales  of  lands  forfeited  for  non-payment.  It  prondes 
tha',  in  all  sales,  no  credit  shall  be  allowed  aftrr  tbe  1st 
of  July  of  that  yeart  *'  but  every  purchaser  at  public  sales 
shall,  on  the  day  of  purchase,  make  complete  payment 
therefor,  and  purchasers  at  private  sales  shall  produce 
to  tbe  register  a  receipt  from  tbe  1'reasurer  of  tbe  United 
Stately  or  from  the  receiver,  for  tbe  amount  of  tbe  pur- 
chase-money," ix.  It  is  perfectly  apparent  that  tbii  sec- 
tion relates  only  to  tbe  time  of  payment,  and  not  at  all 
to  tbe  currency  in  which  payment  ihoutd  be  made.  Tbe 


lands  had  been  sold  on  credit)  evils  bad  resulted  from  it, 
and  Congress  declared  that  no  more  credits  shall  be  giv- 
en, but  complete  payment  be  made  on  the  day  of  sale. 
The  object  was  to  reduce  tbe  price  to  |1  35,  and  to  re- 

S[uire  cash  sales;  and  they  say  nothing  specie  or  biw- 
ul  tender,  or  currency  of  the  constitution.  This  matter 
they  left  as  it  was  before;  and  this  we  have  seen  vas 
payment  in  specie  or  notes  known  to  Congms,  long 
practised  and  justified  by  the  resolution  of  1816.  If  tbe^ 
had  intended  to  change  tbe  mode  of  pkyment  they  would 
have  so  a^.  Hiey  did  not,  and  the  practice  eontinaed 
until  the  Uth  July  last  uninterrupted. 

Does  the  4th  section  alter  this  general  proviwon  for 
the  sales  of  all  the  public  land,  and  prescribe  a  different 
rule  for  the  sales  of  the  forfeited  lands/  It  would  be  ex- 
traordinary if  it  did  so.  It  merely  provides  that  ibese 
forfeited  lands  shsll  not  be  sold  fur  less  price  than  tbe 
other  lands,  $1  35  per  acre,  "nor  on  any  other  terms 
than  that  of  cash  payment."  In  other  worda,  that  tbey 
shall  be  sold  at  the  mom  price  and  on  the  aane  tema  as 
all  tbe  public  lands.  Cash  payment,  in  this  aectioa, 
means  precisely  what  is  meant  in  tbe  3d  section  by 
the  words  **  shall  on  the  day  of  purchase  make  complete 
payment  therefor."  It  means  payment  at  the  time  of 
entry.  No  lawyer,  at  least  no  judge,  would  put  a  dif- 
ferent construction  on  them)  and  the  Executive  never 
did,  nntil  last  July,  when  an  apol<^  was  to  be  bunted 
up  to  justify  an  interference  with  the  currency  of  tbe 
country,  and  to  cover  over  the  puipose  of  defeating,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  operation  of  the  distribution  bin. 

But  even  if  (he  4ih  section  does  require  specie  for  tbe 
forfeited  lands,  it  does  not  justify  the  order.  That  re- 
lates not  to  forfeited  landii,  but  to  all  the  public  laodi 
within  the  Union. 

The  only  remaining  precedent  or  authority  to  which 
we  have  been  referred  is  tbe  instruction  of  Mr.  Rush,  in 
1836.  He  came  in  in  1835t  found  the  notes  of  specie- 
paying  banks  constantly  receivedt  felt  desperately  in  love 
with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutest  lauded  it  highly, 
and  denred  to  make  it  the  sole  instrument  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  its  operations;  and  he  directs  the  rrceiven  to  re- 
quire specie,  or  notes  payable  in  specie  on  demand, 
and  otherwise  in  good  crediit  and  not  to  receive  notes 
which  would  not  be  received  as  cash  where  tbey  were  Id 
be  deposited,  or  which  tbe  receivera  thought  it  not  discreet 
to  receive.  Mr.  Rush  did  not,  in  this,  directly  violale 
the  resolution  of  1816i  because  that  resolution  ctmld  not 
reasonably  be  construed  to  require  the  receipt  of  notes 
where  they  could  not  be  turned  into  Fpecie  at  foH 
amount.  But  he  did  place  in  the  hands  of  the  receivers 
a  discretion  which  might  be  wielded  to  oppressive  re- 
sults, where  there  was  a  desire  to  injure  particular 
banks.  The  correct  action,  under  that  resolution,  would 
have  been  to  receive  notes  of  State  banks,  vhicb  cooM, 
on  demand,  or  near  the  office,  and  without  los^  be 
turned  into  specie — (o  make  the  demand  forpajncnt 
promptly,  and  whenever  that  demand  waa  not  answered 
to  refuse  at  once  other  notes  of  the  bank. 

Upon  this  review  of  the  lawn,  resolntioni,  and  prac- 
tice, I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  thing  which 
can  justify  the  Executive  in  changing  the  mode  of  pay- 
ment for  the  public  bindfr— demanding  specie  and  re  fit- 
sing  all  notes  of  all  banka.  It  ia  an  assumption  of  kgis- 
laiive  power,  and  a  violation  of  the  plain  mesning  of  tbe 
acts  of  Congress. 

There  is  another  fe ature"  in  this  order  which  deserves 
decisive  reprubatiun.  ft  forbids  receiving  any  thing  b«t 
gold  and  silver,  *'  provided  that  until  the  15th  Owem- 
ber  next  the  same  indulgences  heretofore  extended,  m 
to  the  kind  of  money  recaved,  may  be  continued,  fat 
any  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  330  acres  to  twA 
purchaser,  who  is  an  actual  Beliica  or  booafide  rendcnt 
in  tbe  State  where  U«i||j(sMII^^|i»i@OgLe 
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The  neanit^  ta,  ibat  actual  aettlera  or  bonafide  reai- 
droU  of  the  State  may  bujr  320  acrcflt  and  pay  for  it  in 
may  mooty  they  picaw;  all  othera  must  pay  in  gold  and 
iBver.  I  w'uli  the  Senator  from  New  Hmpahire  had 
penuaded  hlnaelf  to  bend  bta  mind  to  thiaproviao.  He 
■a  MM  to  have  exan^nod  the  order  with  aome  labor,  and 
to  have  been  prepared  with  reasoning  and  references  to 
aualaia  it|bat  he  entirely  overlooked  this  tnoat  eztraordi> 
nmrf  feature.  After  bis  argument  was  closed,  his  atten- 
tion waa  called  to  it  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  but  be  was 
qoiu  unprepared  to  give  ui  a  coostituttonal  new  of  the 
diAciil^  which  it  presents.  He,  however,  referred  aa 
to  (he  exporitkm  of  the  Senator  from  Hisnattppt)  and  1 
evppoee  that  exposifion  is  all  that  we  are  to  hope  for  to 
relieve  our  cooaciences  and  satisfy  our  judgments. 

The  objection  to  this  part  of  the  order  is,  that  it 
nakea  a  diatioclioo  between  actual  settlers  and  others, 
and  between  the  citizens  of  the  States  where  the  lands 
lie  and  all  others,  and  allowa  advantagea  to  the  former 
whMi  are  dewed  to  othm.  The  argument  in  support 
of  it,  and  to  which  we  are  referred,  amounia  to  this:  it 
ia  no  violation  of  right,  nor  of  tbe  constitution,  becauae 
the  eonalitntional  provision  does  not  confer  on  the  citi- 
sna  of  one  Stale  all  the  r'^hls  of  citizens  in  every  other 
State,  aueb  aa  voting-,  &c.(  and  ibere  is  a  distinction  rec- 
f»gniwd  by  Ww  and  practice  in  favw  of  actual  settlers 
and  agunst  ^Kculatora,  aa  in  case  of  tbe  pre-emption 
laws.  Tbe  Senator  wUI  find  it  difficult  from  his  premises 
to  show  the  r%fat  of  the  Bieeutive  to  create  and  eaub* 
Jish  diatiDeilooB  between  citiiem,  aoch  aa  thia  order  ere- 
■tea.  He  will  discover  that  he  must  make  great  leapa 
in  bis  proceaa  of  reasoning,  and  surmount  more  than  one 
sturdy  nm  MoutAir— quite  as  troublesome  as  that  result- 
ing from  tbe  lofpc  of  ngures. 

The  eonetitution,  article  4,  section  S,  aays:  "  Tbe  citi- 
zeaa  of  each  State  ahall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and 
imnunitiea  of  otizens  in  the  several  Siatea." 

TUa  is  one  item  in  that  article  which  provides  for  the 
fcblive  rigbU  and  duties  of  tbe  Fedoal  Government 
towards  the  State*  and  towards  each  other,  such  as 
Giving  ftith  and  eredit  to  judicial  proceedingat 
DeRvrring  up  fiigitives  from  josttee,  and  from  service 
or  la^Ktr; 

The  admisinon  and  right*  of  new  Stateai 

The  security  of  repreaoMfttive  fuiaa  of  government 
to  nil  tbe  Stateai 

And  the  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  rules  respect- 
■ay  the  territory  and  property  of  the  United  States. 

Tbe  assotiation  of  it  with  theae  subjecU  shows  the 
spirit  in  which  it  ou^t  to  be  construed,  and  the  object 
which  it  soughL  This  object  was  entire  equality  be- 
tween tbe  State*  and  tbe  citizens  of  all  tbe  Sutes,  free- 
dom f>f  iflrtercours^  and  interchange  of  privileges^  and 
tho  artide  itself  is  the  most  important  hi  that  great  work 
toaooomplisbsonieofitsavowedend^  "tofwmamore 
pcrCect  union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tran- 
qotifity,"  fcc.  lU  construction,  by  every  principle  of 
legal  and  philosophical  reasoning,  should  be  liberal  to 
Bltain  theae  objects. 

Tbe  term*  are  clear,  and  were  intended  to  be  a  sub- 
stitute for  that  article  of  the  confederation  which  relates 
to  tbe  aame  aubjeet,  and  which  was  most  confused  and 
iMXpfieable.  *•  The  citizena  of  each  SUte"— all  the 
dtiuns  of  every  State— "to  all  privileges  and  immuni- 
tiea  of  citizens  in  the  several  Statca^— to  all  the  immunl- 
tica  and  privileges  which  the  cltisen*  of  those  States  en- 
joy under  nmilar  circumstances. 

Now,  this  does  not  mean  the  right  of  voting,  whether 
aa  inbabitant  or  not)  nor  those  other  rights  to  which  the 
Senator  from  Misnssippi  refers.  The  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania have  not  the  right  of  voting  in  New  Jersey  t  and 
wbyf  Bccuiae  thn  have  not  tbe  residence,  and  other 
qualiflcationa,  whicn  are  necesnry.   There  are  citizens 


of  New  Jersey,  also,  who,  at  particular  elections,  have 
no  right  to  vote,  not  because  they  are  not  citizens,  but 
because  they  have  not  resided  in  the  county  or  townriiip 
lonf  enough,  and  paid  taxes.  The  citizens  of  Pennqrl' 
vania  have  no  right  to  vote  there,  for  the  same  reasonj 
yet  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  are  on  a  perfect  equality 
with  the  citizens  of  tbe  State,  under  like  circumstances. 
Let  them  reside  there  the  time,  and  do  other  acts  prescri- 
bed for  her  own  citizens,  and  they  will  have  thesame  right. 

They  can  acquire  it  in  tlie  ume  time  and  by  the  same 
means.  The  same  rules  govern  with,  regard  to  both. 
One  enjoys  the  right,  becatise  he  has  complied  with  the 
requiremenii}  the  other  does  not,  because  be  haa  not 
compfied. 

So  with  regard  to  all  other  rights;  any  citizen  of  the 
Union  may,  in  any  Slate,  enjoy  the  aame  rights  aa  the 
citizena  of  tliat  State,  by  doing  what  they  have  done,  and 
placing  himself  in  tbe  same  circumstances. 

It  is  the  common  obligation  of  citizens  in  all  the  States 
to  perform  certain  prescribed  dutiei^  in  order  to  entitle 
them  to  the  enjtqrment  of  the  common  r^ta.  If  a  citi- 
zen of  any  other  State  will  perform  the  same  prescribed 
duties^  he  ahall  have  the  enjoyment  of  the  aame  common 
rights.  And  this  article  gives  to  everj^  man,  everywhere* 
the  high  and  sacred  privilege  of  beinfc  a  citizen  on  tbe 
same  terms.  The  Senator  need  not  be  alarmed  about  the 
hosts  of  Xerxes  or  of  Peteus,  and  lest  Delaware  should 
pour  out  her  million  of  votes  on  this  construction.  The 
adjoining  Stales  can  afibrd  her  many  voters,  and  when 
they  shall  have  done  what  her  own  citizens  have,  they 
will  be  able  to  add  to  her  popular  vote,  but  not  till  then. 

So,  also,  the  interest  in  even  the  exclusive  common 
property  of  a  State  may  be  acquired  by  any  one  becom- 
ing a  citizen,  and  it  may  be  lost  by  ceasing  to  be  a  citi- 
zen.   The  rule  ia  equal  to  all. 

This  principle  as  to  States  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  that  which  is  appfied  at  every  election  In  every 
State,  in  regard  to  tbeir  counties.  An  inhabitant  of  one 
county  cannot  vote  in  another,  because  he  does  not  re- 
nde  in  it{  and  so  an  inbabitant  of  one  State  cannot  vote 
in  another,  because  he  does  not  reside  in  it;  but  each 
may,  at  his  own  pleasure,  and  on  the  same  terms,  relieve 
himself  from  his  disability. 

But  whether  this  construction  of  the  act  can  be  car- 
ried thus  far  or  not,  ia  It  not  distinctly  true  that  if  there 
he  special  privilege^  such  as  voting,  which  eannot  be 
equally  enjoyed,  the  distinction  arise*  from  Stale  lawa 
and  institutions,  not  from  the  laws  and  institutions  of  die 
Union.'  And  if  this  be  so,  howdoes  it  relieve  the  Execu- 
tive when  bedrawsdistinctions  in  virtue  of  thepoweraof 
tbe  Union  >  The  States  may  make  their  own  internal  regu- 
lation*, always  regarding  constitutional  reatr<iints;  but 
does  it  follow  that  any  such  power  has  been  vested  in  the 
General  Government'  and,  above  alli  in  the  Bseeuttve  of 
that  Government?  Does  the  constitution  say  tiut  he 
may  make  distinctions  in  favor  of  a  State — then  may  he 
not  make  them  against  a  State?  And  is  there  not  there- 
by a  power  erected  which  may  trample  upon  tbe  equality 
of  the  States — bestow  favors  upon  favorites,  and  wreak 
vengeance  upon  opponents?  Sir,  1  have  not  ao  read  the 
Constitution  of  my  country.  I  have  not  so  learned  the 
doctrine  of  State  rights.  The  grounds  of  defence  here 
are  abhorrent  to  every  principle  contained  in  our  insti- 
tutions) and  an  authority  is  claimed,  which,  if  sanctioned 
and  practiaed,  will  create  a  despotism  or  sever  the  Union. 

There  are  great  fundamental  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties belonging,  of  right,  to  all  citizens  of  free  Govern- 
ments, and  which  have  especially  belonged  to  al)  the 
citizens  of  all  the  Slates  since  they  became  free,  inde- 
pendent, sovereign,  and  confederated.  Equal  protec- 
tion by  Government)  enjoyment  of  life,  libertyt  the 
acquirition  and  possession  of  pronertyi  the  faeoeftt  of 
Aoftni)  eorjnur  passing  .tl|!trgfivltiiH)iAJ4i@>^^P^  pwt 
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of  the  UnioDi  for  tradr,  sg^iculture,  professionil  pur* 
niUi»  or  other  oeeupationii  the  nwintentnce  of  actions 
for  the  defence  of  nKhti;  the  purchtklng,  holding-,  and 
diipotinfT  of  property,  real  and  personal,  with  many 
othera — these  conitilute  ut  one  nation — theae  make  the 
Union.  And  shall  the  Execattve,  at  his  will,  deny  us 
the  enjoyment  of  any  one  of  them  all?  And  shall  he  do 
it,  especially,  in  relation  (o  the  common  property  of  all — 
to  (he  public  lands?  Do  Senators  remark  the  extent  of 
the  power  which  has  been  assumed?  The  common  priv* 
ileKC  M)d  immunity  ta  to  boy  and  hoM  land  where  the 
citizen  pleases,  without  being  burdened  in  the  acquit 
tlon  and  posKSsion  more  than  others;  more  than  the 
citizens  of  the  State  where  he  aequirrs  and  holds  it. 
Can  this  privilege  be  violated  by  a  State?  Can  Indiana 
forbid  a  citizen  of  New  Jersey  from  buying  and  possessing 
her  lands'  or,  if  he  do  buy,  compel  hrm  to  pay  for  it 
otherwise  than  her  own  cKixena  may?  Not  while  the 
4th  artidc  of  the  constitution  exists — not  while  the  Union 
lasts.  Can  Congress  do  it?  And  does  the  executive 
power  reach  to  that  which  neither  the  State  nor  Con- 
gress may  touch?  Yet  this  the  Executive  has  done,  and 
done  more.  He  has  forbidden  the  people  of  other  States 
to  huy  the  common  property  of  the  Union,  within  Indi- 
ana and  the  other  States,  except  under  a  severe  reatnc- 
tion.  And  if  he  may  impose  one  restriction,  where  shall 
be  be  limited? 

I  have  always,  Mr.  President,  esteemed  this  provision* 
and  the  article  of  which  it  forms  a  part,  as  the  most  pre- 
cious in  the  constitution  of  the  country,  and  most  neces> 
sary  for  it«  peace  and  prosperity.  You  may  alter  the 
executive  power**  enlar^fe  or  limit  the  Judiciary,  am. 
plify  or  restrain  the  Legislature,  and  your  Government 
may  still  retain  character  and  usefulnessj  hut  violate 
and  destroy  tbkt  aTticle»  and  the  fabric  is  ihattered:  we 
<  are  no  longer  common  and  equal  eitixena  of  a  common 
and  i^oriout  nation*  made  glorious  by  equal  laws. 

And,  sir*  bow  is  this  act  of  the  Executive,  which  vio- 
lates that  articif,  defended?  The  defence  ought  to  be 
clear,  beyond  cavil  or  debate.  I  understand  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  to  assert  that  (here  has  heretofore  been  a 
distinction  drawn  and  maintained  between  actual  settlen 
and  BpecuUtors  in  the  land,  between  residents  and  non- 
residentst  and  that  Congress  hai  sanctioned  the  disUnc- 
tion,  by  numerous  pre-emption  and  other  laws,  for  above 
forty  years — from  the  Brat  plan  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
land),  down  to  the  time  when  propotitions  were  made 
for  dividing  the  proceeds  of  the  lands.  The  first  evi- 
dence to  which  we  are  referred  to  sustain  the  allegation 
is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Secretary 
of  the  TreaSHiy,  in  1790.  It  is  in  the  following  words: 
'*  That,  in  Uie  lomation  of  a  plan  for  the  disposition 
of  the  vacant  lands  of  the  United  Stat«^  there  appear  to 
be  two  leading  objecls  of  consideration;  one,  the  facility 
of  advantageous  sales,  according  to  the  probable  course 
of  purchases;  the  other,  the  accommodation  of  individu- 
als now  inhabiting  the  Western  country,  or  who  may 
hereafter  emigrate  thither.  The  former,  as  an  operation 
of  finance,  claims  primary  attentioni  the  latter  is  impOT' 
tant,  as  it  relatea  to  the  aaUshetion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Western  country.   It  ta  deairablet  and  does  not  ap- 

Eear  impracticable,  to  conetlute  both.  Purchaiers  may 
e  contemplated  in  three  classes:  moneyed  individuals 
and  companies,  who  will  buy  to  sell  again;  asaociations 
of  penons  who  intend  to  make  settlements  tbemselves{ 
single  persons  or  families,  now  rendent  in  the  Western 
country,  or  who  may  emigrate  there  hereafter.  The 
two  first  will  be  fVvquently  blended,  and  will  always  want 
considerable  traclst  the  l«t  will  generally  purchase 
small  quantities.  Hence  a  plan  for  the  sale  of  the  West- 
ern lands,  while  it  may  have  a  due  regard  to  the  last, 
should  be  calculated  to  obtain  all  the  advantage*  which 
may  be  derived  from  the  two  first  clams." 


Now,  I  do  not  undentand  Ur.  HaHultoa  as  tbe  teoa- 
tor  from  Miaaouri  does.  He  was  proposing  «  plan  for 
the  diapoeitioo  of  the  public  hnda.  1'o  effect  the  sales 
was  the  leading  object—"  as  an  operation  of  fiunoe,  it 
claimed  primary  attention."  This,  he  thoog-ht,  ovght 
to  be  pursued  in  oonformity  with  the  convenience  and 
interests  of  those  who  were  to  buy  and  occupy  the*,  as 
an  inducement  to  them  to  make  purchases.  His  sctkeflM, 
tberefiwe,  bad  these  objeoti^  and  none  other.  They 
could  be  attuned  maat  ellectually  by  suiting  the  sefaene 
to  tilt  clMrMtcr  of  the  aeveral  kinds  of  purchasers;  and 
be  gives  s  list  of  them— a  mere  description  of  classes  of 
men;  moneyed  individuals  and  companies,  who  buy  to 
sell)  associations  to  form  aettlementsi  and  aingle  persons 
or  families,  who  had  or  might  settle  there.  And  it  i> 
this  description  or  list  which  the  Senator  converts  into  a 
diatinetion  "recognised  in  the  nature  of  things^  and 
sanctioned  by  lawa." 

But  does  Mr.  Hstnilton  advise  that  any  dislinetioa  AM 
be  made  between  them — that  the  settlers  diall  be  pei«- 
mitted  to  buy  on  other  and  better  terms  tban  other 
cUsses?  This  is  the  point  complained  of  in  the  Treasu- 
ry  ordert  and  the  Senator  must  exercise  both  in|;eiHiity 
and  imagination  before  he  will  make  the  ditcovery  of  it 
in  (his  paper.  It  requires  optics  keen  to  see  what  is  not 
to  he  seen.  On  the  contra^*  Mr.  H.  expressly  saya: 
*'  Hence  a  plan  for  the  sale  of  the  Western  landa^  wUle 
it  may  have  a  due  regard  to  the  last,  (the  settler^) 
should  be  calculated  lo  obtain  all  the  advantages  wbidi 
may  he  derived  from  the  two  firrt  classes,"  (the  mon- 
eyed individuals,  companies,  and  associations.)  Tiiis 
language  needs  no  comment.  It  was  reserved  for  the 
Senator  to  aee  in  it  a  preference  of  the  settler  over  the 
speculator.  But  if  Hr.  'Hamilton  did  advise  such  m  As- 
tinction  and  preference,  it  was  advice  only— not  legisIaF 
tion:  a  plan  for  the  sales— not  an  execution  of  Uw  plan. 
Congress  did  not  make  a  law  whidi  sanctioned  h.  The 
act  oir  1797,  nor  any  other  of  the  acta,  contains  any  such 
proviuon.  And  thus  we  learn  the  value  of  this  evidence, 
which  is  offered  to  defend  (he  eatablishment  of  aacb  a 
distinction  and  preference  by  an  order  of  the  Execatire, 
and  at  the  executive  pleasure.  And  it  is  by  auob  per- 
versions of  documentary  evidence  thatexeeatiTc  oauip- 
ations  are  sustained. 

Again,  Mr.  President,  tb%  Senator  inmts  llMt  the 
same  distinction  between  settlers  and  those  who  are 
not— between  residents  and  non-rendents,  haa  been 
drawn'  by  the  preemption  laws.  These  lawa  have  never 
been  faroritea  of  mine.  They  have  produced  frMida 
and  perjuries  without  number.  Where  they  have  fa- 
vored one  honeat  claim,  they  have  covered  hundred*  of 
those  which  are  dishonest  and  base.  They  have  offered 
reward*  for  the  violatioo  of  law,  and  the  plunderinr  of 
the  public  property.  But,  bad  ai  thfy  are,  they  aftird 
no  apology  for  tbia  assumption  of  executive  powcr- 
Tbry  give  to  the  man  who  has  settled  on  and  improved 
the  public  lands,  under  the  circumstances  stated  in  the 
lawa,  a  right  to  buy  at  the  minimum  price.  In  conatd- 
eration  or  settlement  and  improvement.  Congress  i^ree 
not  to  sell  the  land  settled  and  improved  to  others,  but 
to  give  a  title  to  it,  provided  the  aettler  will  pay  the  reg> 
ular  price  for  it.  They  will  not  throw  that  land  into  pub- 
lic competition,  because  he  has  it  in  possestion,  and  by  his 
cultivation  hu  added  to  the  value  of  it^  and  of  the  adjoin- 
ing public  lands.  But,  sir,  this  give*  no  preference  to 
one  citizen  over  another,  under  the  same  circamatan- 
ces.  It  does  not  permit  one  man  lo  buy  at  publle  aalca, 
at  one  price,  and  forbid  others,  Mmilarly  situated,  to  buy 
at  the  same  price.  It  does  not  pndiibit  citixem  other 
State*  from  purehawng  on  the  same  terms  as  the  atizena 
of  the  Statea  mhtrc  the  Isnda  lie.  And  if  it  did,  it  is  a 
distinction  drawn  by  Congress,  J^id  limited  to  those  al- 
ready on  the  lands.  ^,|^^^t^^l[^ExecatiTe 
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extead  it  to  other  Mttlcrs  tnd  bonifide  midents.' 
Where  doet  he  g«t  hi*  kgitbtive  powers  By  whst  tu- 
thority  doea  he  extend  a  Itw  OHule  for  one  objeot  to  eni' 
birsoe  kiMther?  Hu  he  no  IhDit;  no  reatnuntf  Is  be  (o 
be  pttnaitted  to  wrcat  »ny  and  everj  law  from  It*  pur- 
posef  And  'w  there  to  be  no  end  of  his  trespasses  on 
Ike  legislative  authority  ofthe  Union^  The  pre-emption 
lavs  did  not  apply  to  these  safest  and  he  knev  that  Con- 
grcaa  had  refused  to  ^re  those  laws  a  further  extension. 
Daring  oar  last  session  the  sabject  was  before  u%  not 
only  on  private  petition^  but  on  a  memorial  from  the 
Legialatare  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  (Journal,  97.)  They 
icquealcd  as  to  eontinoe  the  pre-emption  laws  for  three 
year*.  A  bill  was  reported  on  the  subject.  The  Com- 
nittee  on  the  Public  Lands  expressed  an  opinion  against 
it|  and  the  bill  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  23  to  17.  Yet, 
ibe  moment  Conf^ress  adjourned,  ibe  Executive  issued 
an  order  more  unequal  than  any  pre-emption  law;  and 
«e  are  now  to  be  oiitn^ ed  by  being  told  that  because 
GoegKM  bu  drawn  lome  disUnetiofit  on  former  oeea- 
doM,  the  Prendent  majr  draw  more,  and  that  the  Exec- 
otWe  has  the  power,  without  the  authorily.  and  against 
the  wtH  of  Congress,  to  regulate  the  sates  of  ybor  public 
landa  as  be  pleases.  Every  argument  in  support  of  ibis 
order  Vaan  apology  for  executive  usurpation. 

There  is  bat  one  other  suggestion  of  the  Senator  that 
I  deem  it  iiqwrtani  to  notice.  He  says,  if  It  be  uncon- 
stitotKMal  to  ^rii^nate  between  revenue  payments, 
tben  CoiigreH  cannot  do  itj  and  yet  Congress  has  dene 
it,  and  (bat  m  relation  to  the  lands  themselves;  that  in 
Varefa,  1823,  an  act  was  passed  to  make  foreign  gold 
coins  receivable  in  payment  of  the  public  lands.  1'bii 
was  a  dtserimination  and  an  exception,  for  an  act  of 
1819  bad  iHegalized  the  circulation  of  foreign  coins. 

And  who,  Mr.  Prewdent,  hsa  said  that  it  was  uneonsti- 
tntio— I  to  discriminate  between  revenue  payments' 
Coagreaa  has  an  ondcabted  right  to  decide  what  shall  be 
received  for  any  or  fur  all  ita  dues,  provided  they  re* 
^uire  the  Same  payment  equally  from  all  the  eitisens. 
Ttkey  may  receive  foreign  gold  for  customs,  as  they  aU 
wa^s  have  done.  So  they  may  for  the  lands.  But  does 
*R  follow  that  the  Preiident  may,  of  bis  own  authority, 
do  ibui    Where  doea  he  get  his  power.^ 

Besides,  I  do  not  undei^nd  what  the  Senator  means 
by  tbc  fbrmgn  emns  being  illegalized  in  circulation. 
Tbeir  circulation  has  never  been  illegal.  It  has,  at  all 
titnes,  been  lawful  to  offer  and  to  receive  them.  Their 
ofTculation  has  been  legal,  but  they  have  not  at  all  times 
been  a  lawful  and  compulsory  tender  between  citizen 
•ad  fatizen,  but  all  were  at  liberty  to  pay  and  lo  receive 
ttiem.  The  act  of  1819  did  not  illegalize  their  circula- 
tion, nor  that  of  1833  make  them  alawful  tender.  So 
&r  as  regards  their  circulation  between  citizen  and  citi- 
sen,  the  latter  not  did  not  affect  tiiem  at  all.  The  hw 
ol  1819  was  one  of  the  ohmn  of  laws  which  made  certain 
foreign  eoins  a  tswfiil  lender  for  definite  periods.  It  ex- 
pired by  its  own  limitation.  It  was  not  the  will  of  Con- 
gress to  renew  itt  but  subsequent  to  its  expiration  they 
authorizrd  those  ooins  to  be  received  fur  the  public 
lands.  This  they  had  an  undoubted  right  to  do;  and  the 
ooty  legitioMte  infi^rence  from  that  law  is  the  one  to 
wbidi  I  have  before  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate) 
that  there  it  a  dear  distinction  between  the  lawful  cur- 
rcswy  or  tender,  and  the  money  which  the  Government 
has  agreed  to  receive  fbr  its  daes—e  distioetion  which 
destroys  the.wbole  atgament  in  support  of  the  order  of 
the  Executive. 

I  now  repeat  sgsin  my  inquiry,  where  is  the  apology 
tar  the  diserimioation  between  the  kinds  of  money,  and 
taetmcB  the  dtiaois  of  diflTcrent  States?— and  what 
coald  have  been  the  temptation  to  make  M  May  it  not 
b«  fnnnd  in  the  antieipaicd  operation  of  the  order  itsein 
Hm  Gontrivcr  of  it  coold  not  fail  to  Me  Uiat  It  must  set 


most  unequally,  oppressively,  and  injuriously,  on  the 
West.  The  lands  are  the  great  and  only  source  of  debts 
to  the  Government  there.  To  compel  them  to  pay  in 
specie,  while  others  were  paying  sliewbere  in  the  ordi* 
nary  currency,  was  an  act  of  ^ots  oppression.  To  force 
them  lo  gather  up  tbeir  gold  and  stiver,  and  to  deposite 
it  in  a  few  of  their  bank^  so  as  lo  take  it  out  of  circula- 
tion, and  compel  all  tbe  rest  of  their  banks  to  curtail 
their  accommodations,  was  a  refinement  of  despotism 
which  would  naturally  excite  tbe  indignation  of  all  who 
were  ntrt  the  humblest  slaves  of  power.  The  efieet  was 
feared.  Tbe  elections  were  approaching — the  succes- 
sion might  be  put  in  jeopardy.  Tbe  force  of  the  blow 
wss  to  be  weakened,  and  an  exception  wss  made  in  fa- 
vor of  those  Stales.  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missou- 
ri, Alabama,  Miiiiuippi,  and  Louisiana,  liave  a  temporary 
suspension  as  to  them  and  iheir  citizens.  They  are  to 
be  permltlecl  to  buy  as  they  have  heretofore  done.  But 
how  long,  sir?  Until  tbe  15th  December— until  the 
elections  were  over.  And  it  hsd  its  effect.  Tbe  suc- 
cession was  saved  in  almcnt  all  those  SUtes;  while,  but 
for  the  exceotion,  they  might  have  shared  the  fate  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio.  Indeed,  I  believe  that 
even  tbc  exception  would  have  been  insufficient,  bad  it 
not  been  for  an  assurance  from  the  very  cabinet  of  the 
palace  itself  that  tiie  order  should  be  revoked— an  as* 
surance  deceptive  and  untrue,  because  there  was  no  In- 
tention in  tbe  Executive  to  revoke  it.  If  it  be  revoked 
it  will  be  by  the  power  of  Congressj  or,  perchance,  the 
policy  of  those  who  are  preparing  fur  tbe  4ib  March 
next.  The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
may  serve,  perhaps,  lo  evade  it— to  escape  from  it— with- 
out the  manliness  to  condemn  it. 

Mr.  President,  in  this  review  of  the  laws  and  practice 
of  the  Oovemmeni,  I  have  been  able  lofind  no  justifi- 
cation for  this  executive  interference  with  the  currency 
of  the  country.  He  has  no  conslitutional  right  to  reg- 
ulate the  currency;  his  duly  is  to  execute  tbe  laws  as 
Congress  may  make  them.  And  I  regard  this  order  u 
a  gross  usurpation  of  power.  The  Secretary  saw  it)  he 
had  not  the  manliness  to  isiue  his  order  in  the  common 
form  of  instructions  from  bis  Department.  He  felt  tbe 
necessity  of  calling  in  the  magic  of  a  name  to  sanction 
his  oppression.  He  bad  experienced  the  power  of  that 
name,  and  Its  potency  in  silent^  all  complaints  sgairaC 
trespasses  on  tbe  eonstitntion  and  tbe  laws.  Anid  he 
thought,  in  this  emergency,  "  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  bas  given  directions"  would  be  the  best  ar- 
gument which  he  could  use.  And,  sir,  it  may  produce 
its  effect.    They  who  would  have  found  no  difficulty  in 

condemning  Levi  W  ,  will  hesitate  before  they  dis* 

approve  the  act  of  President  Jackson.  I  wish  the  Sec- 
retary could  have  contrived  to  bestow  upon  it  the  name 
which  its  real  paternity  demands.  The  records  of  the 
Senate  furnish  (he  heraldic  guides  which  would  not 
have  misled  him.  But  is  the  act  less  a  violation  of  law 
and  duty,  and  are  we  the  less  bound  to  speak  the  truth 
in  regard  in  it?  I  regard  it  as  inferior  to  no  infringe- 
ment upon  the  rights  of  Congress,  no  stretch  of  execu- 
tive authority,  which  we  have  heretofore  witnessed.  It 
is  tbe  greatest,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  the  last  t  and,  as  it 
is  said  to  have  been  proclaimed  as  the  "  erovAting  glory 
of  my  administration,"  no  future  effort  for  gloty  will  be 
essayed,  and  that  the  hour  approaches  when  we  shall 
have  a  name  less  potent,  aod  a  disposition  less  presu- 
ming, with  purposes  more  eoniistent  with  the  constitution 
and  la«s,  to  save  us  from  at  least  unnecessary  encroach- 
ments. 

A  few  words  as  to  the  amendment,  and*l  will  cease  to 
fatigue  tbe  Senate.  The  Senator  Avm  Virginia  has^  by 
his  amendment,  ereated  some  embarrassment  with  me. 
t  am  not  unwilling  to  express  tbe/qttnion  that  the  order 
mint  be  resdnded.  I[j)f«ffiHt§y<e!ff6Q^9@tobca 
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duty  to  do  10.  Yet  I  should  prerrr  his  amendment  to 
doing  nothing  but  lubmkttng  quietly  to  Ihii  usumption 
of  power.  But,  u  I  prrfer  the  otigin«l  resolution,  1 
must  vote  ■ninst  the  tmendmentt  *nd  then  it  is  possible 
that,  bjr  demting  it,  we  mty  tlso  defeat  the  rewluUon. 
But  be  H  wa. 

The  amendment  may  be  regarded  as  hiving  three  ob- 
jects: 

1.  To  declare  that  the  dues  of  the  Government  may 
be  received  in  specie  or  specie-paying  notes.  Thus  far 
it  is  a  mere  reiteration  of  the  resolution  of  1816,  in  almost 
precisely  the  same  wordij  and  it  leaves  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary  exactly  where  that  resolution  left  it.  Pass 
it,  and  the  Secretary  has  the  same  rig^t  to  refuse  every 
thing  but  specie  that  he  bad  in  July  fastt  and  he  will,  of 
course,  exercise  it  in  the  same  way,  for  Congress  will 
have  expressed  no  opinion  against  it.  It  is  intended  as 
a  repeal  of  the  order.  It  may  operate  as  such,  but  it 
evades,  it  doea  not  directly  and  straightforward  compel 
Uie  repeal. 

3.  It  limits  the  notea  which  are  to  be  received  to  the 
banks  which  do  not  now  iaiue  of  a  leu  denomination 
than  five  dollars,  and  aball  not,  after  1st  Ju|v,  1839, 
those  of  ten  doltars,  and  after  lat  July,  1841,  or  twenty 
dollars.  1  have  no  great  repugnance  to  this  progression, 
although,  1  think,  too  rapid,  and  that  the  convenience 
and  interest  of  the  country  will  not  be  promoted  by  it. 
It  is  much  more  slow,  however,  than  the  locomotive 
progrets  of  the  propMCd  bill  of  the  last  session  <*  to  re- 
establish the  currency  of  the  constitution  for  the  Federal 
Government.**  That  brought  u^  in  1841,  to  the  receipt 
of  no  notes  of  any  bank  which  issued  notes  less  than  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  no  note  after  1842.  I  prefer,  for 
the  prMent,  the  rule  given  in  the  deposile  bill.  But  as 
Congress  will  retain  the  power  of  repealing  this  provi< 
sion,  if  the  ctrcumslances  of  the  country  required  it,  I 
should  not  for  it  alone  vote  against  the  amendment. 

3.  I  object  also  to  the  mixed  discretion  of  the  Secre- 
tary and  the  banka  which  the  amendment  to  the  amend* 
meat  produces)  snd  I  prefier,  when  we  legislate  in  re- 
gard to  the  currency,  to  do  it  directly,  and  in  the  or- 
dinary forms  of  law. 

We  are  informed  that  we  cannot  agree  to  the  resolu- 
tion, because  it  will  be  a  censure  upon  the  Executive, 
but  must  lake  the  amendment,  which  will  avoid  the 
action  of  the  order,  and  not  condemn  the  President.  I 
should  like  to  be  informed  what  we  can  do,  and  what 
opinion  we  may  expreca.  We  declared  that  we  thought 
the  act  of  the  Executive  in  taking  the  public  treasure 
from  the  legal  depoaitory  was  not  justified  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  and  we  sinned  so  that  our  act  is  to  be 
expunged.  And  now  we  may  not,  by  legislative  action, 
by  law,  repeal  an  order  of  the  Executive  which  violates 
tbe  lawsk  and  regulates  the  currency  and  the  sales  of  the 

Stiblic  lands.  What,  I  repeat,  may  we  dof  Under  this 
octrine  the  Executive  has  only  to  get  ahead  of  Con- 
gress, do  any  act  which  bis  ambition  or  his  caprice  may 
dictate,  and  our  mouths  are  closed,  our  legislative  ao- 
thorily  is  gone,  and  we  are  powerless  for  any  purpose 
but  to  approve  the  act  of  tyranny,  (t  is  a  doctrine  of 
servility  and  base  subserviency.  I  cannot  act  upon  it. 
Offii^ally,  1  must  do  my  dutyt  privately,  I  have  no  wish 
to  censure  or  condemn.  I  can  have  no  desire,  sir,  at 
this  moment,  to  cast  any  censure  there,  which  is  not  de- 
manded by  the  obligations  of  public  duly.  When  age 
and  disease  are  obtaining  their  gloomy  triumphs  over 
the  body  and  the  intellect^  when  earthly  honors  are 
escaping  with  the  rapidity  of  the  passing  hours}  when 
aycophants  and  dependents  are  beginning  to  exhibit  their 
conviction  that  their  devotion  is  no  longer  required  by 
their  intercaUi  and  when  a  name  which  hat  gratiBed 
ambition  and  secured  power  is  ftst  loosening  its  bold 
upon  popular  prejudice,  imdnliiy,  and  cnmdcnee,  I 


nhould  as  soon  think  of  dining  open  the  grsTe,  and  vio- 
lating there  the  maxim,  nude  mortms,  as  of  casting  unne- 
cessary censure  on  the  decaying  idol.  But,  air,  when  1  be- 
lieve that  the  great  interesU  of  our  common  country 
have  been  injured,  the  constitution  and  the  lam  dis- 
regarded, and  I  see  no  imperative  obitacle  to  the  ex- 
pression of  my  opinions,  I  cannot  refruin  from  the 
decisive  vote  which  those  interests  and  that  constitution 
require  at  my  hands.  I  believe  that  the  order  waa  un- 
authorizedt  that  it  has  been  injurious}  and  1  cannot  co»>- 
sent  to  evade  the  direct  and  proper  ex|H«asion  of  my 
opinions.  If,  in  doing  so,  the  amendment  should  be  de- 
feated, and  the  order  remain  unrevoked  and  unaltercda 
I  must  leuve  tbe  reiponiibility  with  those  who  sustain  it. 
and  on  wlunn  that  reaponnbtli^  ought  to  rest. 

[About  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment,  Mr.  Sovtwabo 
gave  way  for  a  motion  for  adjournment  by  Mr.  Bwirb. 

Before  the  Senate  adjourned,  however,  Mr.  Rivaa 
gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  modify  his  amendment  to 
Hr.  BwiiTo'a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  the  Treasury 
order,  so  as  to  cause  it  to  read  as  follows,  vix: 

•<  Raohoedt  That  hereafter  all  sums  of  money  aecruinff 
or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States  whether  for 
customs,  public  lands,  taxes,  debts,  or  otherwise,  ahall 
be  collected  and  paid  only  in  the  legal  currency  of  tbe 
United  States,  or  in  the  notes  of  banks  which  are  paya> 
ble  and  paid  on  detnand  in  the  aaid  le{^l  currency,  un- 
der the  following  restrictions  and  conditions  in  regard  to 
such  notest  that  is,  from  and  after  the  panage  of  tbii 
r<rsdution,  the  notea  of  no  Iwnk  which  shul  isaue  bilb  or 
notes  of  a  less  denonunation  that  five  dolbrs  riwll  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  of  the  public  dueS]  from  and  after 
the  lat  day  of  July,  1839,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which 
shall  isaue  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten 
dollars,  shall  be  receivable!  and  from  and  after  tbe  1st  of 
July,  1841,  the  like  prohibition  shall  be  extended  to  tbe 
notes  of  all  banks  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denom* 
ination  than  twenty  dollars)  provided,  however,  that  no 
notes  shall  be  taken  in  payment  by  tbe  colleciort  or  re- 
ceivers, which  the  banka  in  which  they  are  to  be  depos- 
ited shall  not,  under  the  aupervision  and  control  of  tlie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agree  to  pasa  to  the  oedit 
of  the  United  States  as  cash." 

Tbe  amendment,  thus  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  then  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Cur, 
adjourned  over  to  Monday  next.] 


MOHDAT,  JiaUAEZ  2. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon.  Jobh  McKiklkt,  elected  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Alabama  a  Senator  from  that  Sute,  to  aerve 
for  six  years  from  the  4ih  of  March  next. 

Hr.  PaxsTOH  appeared  in  his  seat  to-day. 

LAND  BILL. 
Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  committee  to  whom  it  was 
referred,  reported  Mr.  Clat's  land  bill,  with  an  amend- 
ment, striking  out  the  whole  bill  save  the  enacting 
clause,  and  substituting  another  wbi^  restricU  the  sales 
of  Mttt  pubfic  lands  to  actual  aettlera,  and  to  them^  in 
small  quantities  iceompanied  with  many  guards  agurat 
its  being  evaded  by  speeulalon. 

ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

Hr.  GRUNDY  moved  that  the  previoua  orders  of  tbe 
day  be  postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  tbe 
bill  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  opposed  to  the  motion;  tbe  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  bill  had  but  this  morning  been 
laid  upon  the  tables^  and  no  time  had  been  allowed  for 
ereo  reading  them  over. 

Hr.  GRUNDT  instated  on  hia  moliofr.  Of  one  point 
he  waa  Itilly  aatisGcd— that  Hiebin»  bad  a  right  to  be 
Digitized  byVjOOgUC 
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Koeired  ialo  the  Unioot  on  tbii^  be  prefumedt  there 
would  be  but  little  difference  of  tniinion,  the  chief  diffi- 
caltjr  iuTing  respect  to  the  mode  in  which  it  wu  to  be 
done.  There  Nenied  more  difTerence  of  opinion, 
and  he  presamed  there  would  be  more  debat«,  touching 
the  preunble  than  coocerningthe  bill  ittelft  but  he  could 
not  cooaeot  to  postpone  the  subject.  Congress  were 
daily  passing  laws  the  effect  of  which  pressed  immedi- 
ately upon  the  people  of  Michigan,  and  concerning 
which  they  were  eotiUed  to  have  a  voice  and  a  vote  upon 
this  floor,  and,  therefore,  the  bill  for  their  admission 
ought  (oree^elhe  immediate  action  of  the  Senate.  As 
to  the  documents,  they  were  not  numerous.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolimt  migbt  readily  run  his  eye 
over  ibcm,  and  he  would  perceire  that  the  facts  of  the 
case  were  eauly  understood.  Indeed)  there  was  but  one 
of  any  consequence,  respecting  which  there  was  any 
ooatnnrcrsy.  When  the  Senate  adjourned  on  lliursday, 
■any  Senators  had  been  prepared  and  were  desirous  to 
speak,  although  the  documents  were  not  then  printed. 
It  was  the  great  principles  involved  in  the  case  whicn 
would  form  the  subjects  of  discussion,  and  ihey  could  as 
well  be  disctisscd  now.  He  thought  the  Senate  had 
better  proceed.  One  fact  in  the  esse  wBs.very  ceriain; 
there  bad  t>een  more  voters  for  the  members  to  the  last 
convcolkm  Ibao  for  the  first  How  many  more  was  a 
matter  of  litilc  comparative  conarquenee.  Tbe  ^rcat 
questitm  tot  tbe  Senate  to  coiwder  wss  this:  what  is  the 
will  of  Michigan  on  tbe  subject  of  entering  the  Union? 
if  this  could  be  decided,  it  was  of  less  consequence 
whether  tbe  bill  should  or  should  not  expressly  state 
that  the  last  convention,  and  the  assent  by  it  given, 
f«ined  the  ground  of  tbe  admission  of  the  State. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  here  inquired  whether  the  chairman 
uf  the  committee  was  to  be  understood  as  being  now 
icady  to  abandon  the  preamble.  If  the  Judieiar/  Com- 
mittee were  agreed  to  do  Uiis,  he  thought  all  difficulty 
would  be  at  an  end. 

Mr.  GBUNDY  replied,  that,  as  chairman  of  the  Judi- 
cjary  Committee,  he  had  no  authority  to  rrply  to  tbe 
tnqiuryt  but,  as  an  individual,  he  considered  ibe  pre< 
amble  as  of  little  consequence,  and  he  should  vote  for 
the  bin  whether  it  were  in  or  out.  Michigan  ought  un- 
doubtedly to  be  admitted,  and  all  the  consequences 
voidd  result,  whether  the  preamble  were  retained  or 
not.  He  had  received  no  authority  from  the  committee 
to  ctHisent  thai  it  should  be  stricken  out.  For  himsetf, 
he  was  settled  in  the  belief  that  Congress  possessed  full 
power  to  -prescribe  the  boundaries  of  a  Territory,  and 
that  when  that  Territory  passed  into  a  State  tbe  rit^ht 
remained  stiU  the  same.  Congress  had  already  estab- 
ished  tbe  boundary  of  Ohio,  and  that  sritled  the  ques- 
tion. He  never  had  perceived  the  neccnity  of  inserting 
is  the  admission  bill  the  section  which  made  the  aisent 
of  Michigan  to  the  boundaries  fixed  for  her  by  Congress 
a  prerequisite  to  her  admission,  because  the  disputed 
bmiDdary  line  was  fixed  by  another  bill;  and  whether  the 
preamble  to  this  bill  should  be  retained  or  no),  Hicliigan 
could  out  pass  that  line,  so  that  the  preamble  wss  really 
of  very  Rule  consequence. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  thai,  in  inquiring  of  the  honor- 
able chairman  whether  he  intended  to  abandon  the  pre- 
amble of  the  bil>,  his  question  had  had  respect  not  to 
any  pledge  respecting  houndariest  but  to  the  recognition 
of  tM  second  convention  and  of  its  doings.  He  wanted  to 
know  whether  the  chairman  was  ready  to  abandon  that 
printiple.  He  bad  cxaimned  the  subject  a  good  deal, 
and  his  own  n^d  was  fully  made  up  that  Michigan 
eovId  not  be  admitted  on  the  ground  of^that  second  con. 
vctttioni  but  the  Senate  might  set  aside  the  whole  of 
what  Iwd  been  dune,  and  receive  Michigan  as  she  stood 
at  the  eoBmcnermenl  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  GBUNDY  obKrved  that,  if  the  gentleman's  mind 


was  fully  made  up,  then  there  could  be  no  necessity  of 
postponing  the  subject.  The  gentleman  has  fully  satis- 
fied himself,  and  now  (said  Mr.  G.)  let  us  see  if  he  can 
satisfy  us.  His  argument,  it  seems,  has  been  fully  ma. 
ture'D,  and  we  are  now  ready  to  listen  to  it.  Though  I 
consider  that  there  is  no  virtue  in  the  preamble,  and 
that  the  effect  of  the  bill  will  be  the  same  whether  it  is 
stricken  out  or  retained,  yet  I  am  not  ready  to  say  that 
I  shall  vote  to  strike  it  out.  1  am  ready  to  hear  what 
can  be  said  both  for  and  against  it. 

The  question  waa  now  put  on  tlie  motion  of  Mr. 
GnuiroT  to  postpone  the  previous  orders,  and  carried, 
twenty-two  to  ^xteen.  So  the  orders  were  postponed, 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bilti  which 
having  been  again  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  as  follows: 

A  bill  to  admit  tbe  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union 
upon  an  equal  fooling  with  the  original  States. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  June 

the  firteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  rstvolish  the  northern  boumlary  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  into  (he  Union,  upon  the  conditions  therein  ex- 
pressed," a  convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple of  (he  said  State  of  Michigan,  for  tbe  sole  purpose  of 
giving  their  assent  to  (he  boundaries  of  the  said  State  of 
Michigan,  as  described,  declared,  and  established,  in  and 
by  the  said  act,  did,  on  the  fifteenth  of  Deeember,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-six,  assent  to  the  provisions  of 
said  act :  therefore, 

Be  it  enacted,  i^c,  That  (he  Slate  of  Michigan  shall 
be  one,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of  (he  United 
Slates  of  America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respects 
whatever. 

Ssc.  2.  ^nd  be  it  Jurlhcr  enac/«f.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  thirleenth 
and  fourteenth  sections  of  the  act  of  the  twenty-third  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled  <■  An  set 
to  regulate  the  deposiles  of  the  public  money,"  shall 
consider  the  Slate  of  Michigan  as  being  one  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  MORKIS  moved  to  recommit  tbe  bill  to  the  Com. 
mittee  on  (he  Judiciary,  with  instructions  lo  strike  out 
the  presmbie. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  then  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 

follows: 

I  have  bebtowed  on  (his  subject  all  (he  attention  that 
w;i8  in  my  power,  and.  although  actuated  by  a  most  anx- 
ious desire  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  Ihe  Union, 
I  find  it  impossible  to  give  my  assent  to  this  bill.  I  am 
satisfied  the  Judiciary  Committee  has  not  bestowed  upon 
the  subject  all  that  a(ten(ion  which  its  magnitude  re- 
quires; and  I  can  explain  it  on  no  other  supposition  why 
they  should  place  the  admission  on  the  grounds  they 
have.  One  uf  the  comini(tee,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  on 
my  left,  [Mr.  Monau,]  has  pronounced  the  grounds  as 
dangerous  and  revolutionary.  He  might  have  gone  far 
tber,  and  with  truth  pronounced  them  utterly  repugnant 
to  the  principles  of  the  constitution. 

1  have  not  ventured  this  assertion,  as  strong  as  it  is 
without  due  rt  flection,  and  weighing  the  full  force  of 
the  terms  I  have  used;  and  do  nut  fear,  with  an  impar* 
t;al  hearing,  to  establish  its  truth  beyond  tlie  power  of 
controversy. 

To  under8(and  fully  the  objec(ion  (o  this  bill,  it  is  ne 
cesssry  that  we  s'muld  have  a  coirecl  conception  of  the 
facts.   They  are  few,  and  may  be  briefly  tok). 

Some  time  previous  to  the  last  senton  of  Congress, 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  through  its  Legidature, 
authorized  (he  people  to  meet  in  convention,  for  the 
piirpose  of  forming  a  State  Governmtrni.  Tbry  met  ac- 
cordingly, and  *g>-eca[5^ji^^((Q^i@t^^|^lhey 
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Ibrthwith  traiumitted  to  Con^resi.  It  wai  fully  diicuMcd 
in  thii  duunber,  tnd,  objectionable  ti  the  initrument 
vu,  tn  act  wu  6nally  pasnd,  which  accepted  the  con- 
stitution, and  declared  Michigan  to  be  a  Slate,  and  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  on  the  single  conditiort,  that  she 
■bould,  by  a  convention  of  the  people,  assent  to  the 
boundaries  prescribed  by  the  act.  Soon  after  our  ad- 
journment the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan  (for 
•be  had  been  raised  by  our  assent  to  the  dignity  of  a 
Slate}  called  a  convention  of  the  people  of  the  State,  in 
confonnily  to  the  act,  which  met  at  toe  time  appmoted, 
•t  Ann  Arbor.  After  fiill  discussion,  the  conrention 
withheld  its  assent,  and  formally  transmitted  tbe  result 
to  the  President  uf  the  United  SUtes.  This  is  the  flr&t 
part  of  the  story.  I  will  now  give  the  sequel.  Since 
then,  during  the  last  month,  a  self-constiluted  assembly 
met,  profenedly  as  a  convention  of  the  people  of  the 
State,  but  without  the  aulborily  of  tbe  State.  This  un- 
authorized and  lawless  afsemblaxe  assume  tbe  high  func- 
tion of  giving  the  assent  of  the  State  of  Michigan  to  the 
condition  of  admiksion,  as  prescribed  in  the  act  of  Con* 
gress.  They  communicated  their  saaent  to  the  Executive 
of  tbe  United  Stales,  and  he  to  the  Senate.  The  Sen- 
ale  referred  his  meutge  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  that  committee,  on  its  own  authorily,  report- 
ed this  present  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State. 

Such  are  Uie  (acts  out  of  which  grows  the  important 
question,  had  this  self-constituted  aasembly  the  authority 
to  assent  forthe  Slate>  Had  ibey  the  authority  todo 
what  is  impfied  in  fi^ving  assent  lo  (he  condition  of  ad- 
mission^ Thatassent  introduces  the  State  into  the  Union, 
and  pledges  in  the  must  solemn  manner  to  the  constitu- 
tional compact  which  binds  these  States  in  one  confedera- 
ted body;  imposes  on  her  all  its  obligations,  and  confers  on 
bcr  all  its  benefits.  Had  lliia  irregular,  selfKionstituled 
assemblage  the  authority  to  perfurm  these  high  and  sol- 
emn acta  of  soveretf;n<y  in  the  name  of  the  State  of 
Michigan?  She  could  only  come  in  as  a  State,  and  none 
could  act  or  speak  for  her  without  herexpresa  authority: 
and  to  auume  the  authority  without  her  sanction  is  noth- 
ing short  of  treason  against  the  Slate. 

Again :  the  assent  to  the  conditions  prescribed  by  Con> 
greas  implies  an  authority  in  thnt^e  who  gave  it  to  super- 
sede in  part  the  constitution  of  the  State-  of  Hichigani 
fbr  her  constitution  fixes  the  boundaries  of  the  State  as 
part  of  that  inslrumeut  which  the  condition  of  admission 
entirely  alters,  andtothatexientihe  assent  would  super- 
•ede  the  con^t  itutiont  and  thus  the  question  is  presented, 
whether  tiiis  self-tonstituted  assenibly,  styling  itself  a 
convention,  bad  the  authority  to  do  an  kct  which  neces- 
aarily  implies  the  right  to  supersede  in  part  the  consti- 
tution. 

But  furthi^r:  The  State  of  Michigan,  through  its 
Legialalure,  atithofized  a  convention  of  the  people,  in 
order  to  determine  whether  the  condition  of  admiuion 
ahould  be  assented  to  or  not.  The  convention  mett  and, 
after  mature  deliberation,  it  dissented  to  the  condition 
of  admission;  imd  thus  again  the  quealiun  is  presented, 
whether  this  self-called,  self-constituted  assemblage,  this 
caucus — for  it  is  entitled  to  no  higher  name — had  the 
authority  to  annul  the  dissent  of  the  State,  solemnly 
pven  by  a  convention  of  the  peoptr,  rerularly  convoked 
under  the  ezpreto  authority  of  the  constituted  aulhoritiei 
of  the  State? 

If  all  orany'of  these  questions  be  answered  in  tbe  neg- 
ative— if  the  self-created  assemblage  of  December  had 
no  authiirity  to  speak  in  tbe  name  of  die  State  of  Miclii- 
^ATi — if  none  lo  supersede  any  portion  of  her  conatiiu- 
tio ) — if  none  to  annul  her  dissent  to  tbe  condition  uf  ad- 
niflsion  regularly  given  by  a  convention  of  the  people 
of  the  State,  convoked  by  the  authority  of  ih'fe  State,  to 
introduce  her  on  its  authority  would  be  not  only  rcvolu- 
tio-iary  and  Jangeroua*  but  utterly  repugnant  to  Oic  prin- 


ciplea  of  our|eonstituUon.  The  queation  then  aidHnitlcd  lo 
tbe  Sen«te  ia.  had  that  aaaembla^  tbe  autbori^  to  po^ 
form  theaa  high  and  solemn  acuF 

The  chairman  of  tlie  Committee  on  the  JudioaryboUi 
that  this  self-conatituted  aasemblaga  had  the  aulboritri 
and  what  ia  his  reBson>  Why,  truly,  because  a  greater 
number  of  votes  were  given  for  those  who  constituted 
that  assemblage  than  for  those  who  constituted  the  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  the  State,  convened  under  ili 
constituted  aHthorities.  This  arKument  resolves  itself 
into  two  queationa— the  first  of  fact,  and  the  leeoBdof 
principle*  I  shall  not  diseius  the  first.  It  ia  not  neee» 
sary  to  do  ao.  But  if  it  were,  it  would  be  ea^  to  Aov 
that  never  was  ao  important  a  fact  so  loosely  testified. 
There  is  not  one  particle  of  official  evidence  before  ut. 
Vfa  had  nothing  but  the  private  letters  of  individuals,  vho 
do  not  know  even  the  numbers  that  voted  on  either  oc- 
casioni  they  know  nothing  uf  tbe  qualifications  of  voten, 
nor  how  tbeirvoteswcre  received,  nor  by  whom  counted. 
Now,  none  knows  belter  than  the  honorable  ehutoM 
himself,  that  auch  testimony  as  is  tubmitled  to  us  to  ei- 
tabish  a  fact  of  this  moment,  would  not  be  received  in 
the  lowest  magistrate's  court  in  the  land.  Butlvatre 
this.  1  come  to  the  question  of  tbe  principle  involved; 
and  what  is  it?  The  argument  is,  that  a  grealer  number 
of  persons  voted  for  the  last  convention  than  for  tkc 
first,  and  therefore  the  acts  of  the  last,  of  right,  abrogited 
those  of  the  first;  in  other  words,  that  mere  nanbet^ 
without  regard  to  the  forma  of  law  or  the  priaciplei  sf 
the  constitution,  give  authority.  Tbe  authority  of  mai* 
bers,  according  to  this  argument,  sets  aside  the  aullwi- 
ty  of  law  and  the  constitution.  Need  1  show  that  wch 
a  principle  goes  to  the  entire  overthrow  of  our  coMtit»- 
tional  Government,  and  would  subvert  all  social  order? 
It  is  the  identical  principle  which  prompted  the  late  rev- 
olutionary and  anarchical  movement  in  Maryland,  *»* 
which  hat  done  more  to  shake  confidence  in  our  lyiM 
of  government  than  any  event  since  the  adoption  of  our 
constitution,  but  which  happily  baa  been  froaned  dovn 
by  the  patriotism  and  intelligence  of  tbe  people  of  iM 
State. 

What  was  the  ground  of  this  insurreclionary  owsmrf, 
but  that  the  Government  of  Maryland  did  nut  reprcseiH 
the  voice  of  the  numercial  m^ority  of  the  people  of  Mi- 
ry land,  and  that  the  authority  of  law  andconsttlulioBWii 
nothing  against  that  of  numbers.  Here  we  find,  on  taa 
fluor,  and  fiom  the  head  of  the  Judieisry  Commitiee, 
the  same  principle  revived,  «nd,  if  potsibte,  in  awwee 
form;  for,  in  Maryland,  the  aiwrchisls  assumed  thai  they 
were  sustained  by  the  numerical  majority  of  the  P*"?* 
of  the  Slate  in  their  revolutionary  movements;  but  w 
utmost  tlie  chairman  can  pretend  to  have  ia  *  "^PJ^ 
rality.  The  largest  number  of  votes  claimed  for  tbe  w'" 
created  assemblage  is  8,000;  and  no  man  will  underltK 
to  Biy  that  this  constitutes  any  thing  like  a  msjonly  Dl 
the  voters  of  Michigam  and  he  claims  the  hifh  m^*'?"^ 
which  he  docs  for  it,  not  because  it  is  a  majority  o' 
people  of  Michigan,  but  because  it  is  a  greater  number 
than  votDl  for  the  authorized  convention  of  the  pe«P» 
llwt  refused  lo  agree  to  the  condition  of  .J! 
may  be  ihown  by  bis  o*n  witness,  that  a  majority  of  tM 
voters  of  Michigan  greatly  exceed  8,000-  Mr.  Wil«W" 
the  president  of  the  aelf-created  assembtage,  "t'^^ 
tbe  population  of  that  State  amounted  to  neariy  ^>zZ 
persona.  If  so,  there  cannot  be  leas  than  from  25,ww 
to  30,000  voters,  considering  how  nearly  universal  i» 
right  of  sufTrage  is  under  ita  constitution;  and  il  thw  'P' 
pears  thai  this  irregular,  self-constituted  meeting  dm 
represent  the  vote  of  one  third  of  the  Statt; 
a  mere  prineiple  of  plurality,  we  are  to  supeiaede  id* 
constitution  of  Michigan,  and  annul  the  act  of  a  c<»|*^ 
tion  of  the  people  regulariy  eonvened  under  the 
ity  of  the  GoTernmeDtgflfefteb^fcliOOgle 
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Bu^  ny*  tb«  Beiwtor  from  Penniylnnta,  [Mr.  Bo- 
cSASAK,]  this  uwmbly  wm  not  self-congUluted.  It  met 
under  tbe  uithority  of  an  act  at  Cons^reu;  Mid  that  let 
•  hid  no  reference  to  the  St«te,  but  only  to  the  peoplei 
And  Uut  the  uwmbUgfc  in  December  wrb  just  such  « 
meetii^  as  that  act  eontempUted.  It  is  not  my  intention 
to  diseuai  the  question  whether  the  honorable  Senator 
hu  giren  the  true  interpretation  of  the  act,  but,  if  it 
were,  I  could  very  easily  ahov  his  interpretation  to  be 
CfTOoeousi  fur,  if  such  had  been  the  intention  of  Con- 
frcss,  the  act  surely  would  have  specified  the  time  when 
tlie  convention  was  to  be  hcM,  who  were  to  be  the  man- 
aj^ra,  who  the  voters,  and  would  not  have  left  it  to  indi- 
viduais  who  might  choose  to  assume  the  aulliority  to 
determiae  all  these  important  points.  I  miglit  also  read- 
ily d)ow  that  the  wonl  "  convention"  of  the  people,  as 
used  in  Uw  or  the  constitution,  always  means  a  meeting 
of  the  people  regubrly  eonvroed  by  the  constituted  au* 
thority  of  the  State,  in  tiieir  high  sovereign  capacity,  and 
ihal  it  never  means  such  an  assemblage  as  the  one  in 
question.  But  I  waive  thist  I  take  higher  ground.  If 
the  act  be,  indeed,  such  as  the  Senator  says  it  is,  then 
I  maintain  that  it  is  utterly  opposed  to  the  fundamental 
prinoptea  of  our  federal  Union.  Congress  has  no  right 
whatever  to  call  a  convention  in  a  State.  It  can  call  but 
one  convention,  and  that  ia  a  convention  of  the  people  of 
the  Unted  Stales  to  amend  the  federal  constitutioni  nor 
cam  it  call  Uiat,  except  authorized  by  two  thirds  of  the 
Staler. 

Ojr*  is  a  federal  republic — a  union  of  Stales.  Michi- 
ipao  ia  a  State— a  State  in  ihe  course  of  admission — and 
differing  only  from  the  other  States  in  her  federal  rela- 
tioaa.  She  is  declared  to  be  a  State  in  the  most  solemn 
wnfr  by  your  own  act.  She  can  come  into  the  Union 
only  as  a  State,  and  by  her  voluntary  assent,  given  by  the 
pefiple  of  the  State  in  convention,  called  by  the  consti- 
tatcd  authority  of  the  State.  To  admit  the  State  of  Mich- 
qt«n,  on  the  authority  of  a  self-created  meeting,  or  one 
^led  by  the  direct  authority  of  Congress,  passing  by 
the  aathorittea  of  the  State,  would  be  the  most  monstrous 
proceeding  under  our  constitution  thst  can  be  coneeivcdi 
tbt  most  repugnant  to  its  principles,  and  dangerous  in 
Ms-cvnaequenccf.  It  would  esUblish  a  direct  relation 
between  the  indtvidaal  ciliaens  of  a  Slate  and  the  General 
Govemownl,  in  utter  subversion  of  the  federal  character 
of  oar  system.  I'be  relation  of  the  ciiizens  to  this  Gov- 
mment  ia  through  the  Statea  exclusively.  They  are 
subject  to  its  authority  and  lawa  only  because  the  State 
baa  aaaented  (hey  should  be.  If  she  dissents,  their  assent 
is  Bothingi  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  she  assents,  their 
diawnt  is  nothing.  It  u  through  the  State,  then,  and 
thnwgh  the  State  alone,  that  the  Uniird  SUles  Govern- 
■KBt  can  have  any  connexion  wiib  the  people  of  a 
Statet  and  docs  net,  theni  the  Senator  from  Fenas>-lvnnia 
see,  that  if  Congress  can  authorize  a  convention  of  the 
people  in  the  State  of  Michigsn,  without  the  authority 
of  the  State,  it  matters  not  what  is  the  object,  it  may  in 
tte  manner  authorize  eonventions  in  any  other  SUte,  for 
whatever  purpose  it  may  think  proper? 

Kich^an  is  as  much  a  sovereign  State  as  any  otheri 
differing  only,  as  I  have  said,  as  to  her  federal  relations. 
If  we  give  our  sanction  to  the  assemblage  of  December, 
on  the  principle  laid  down  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsy^ 
TSBta,  then  we  establish  the  doctrine  that  Congress  has 
power  to  call  at  pleasure  ci-nventiona  witliin  the  States, 
la  there  a  Senator  on  this  floor  who  will  assent  to  such  a 
doMriae?  Is  there  one,  espedally,  who  represents  the 
iiaallrr  Statea  of  this  Union,  or  the  weaker  section?  A<1- 
viX  the  power,  and  every  vestige  of  Stste  rights  would 
be  destroyed.  Our  ^-stem  would  be  subverted,  and,  in* 
stead  of  a  confederacy  of  free  and  sovereign  States^  we 
would  have  all  power  concentrated  here,  and  this  would 
become  the  most  odious  despotism.  He,  iiuleedt  mu&t  be 
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blind,  who  does  not  aee  that  sucha-power  would  |^ve 
the  Federal  Government  a  Complete  control  of  all  the 
States.  I  call  upon  Senators  now  to  arrest  a  doctrine  so 
dangerous.  Let  it  be  remembered  that,  under  our  sys- 
tem, bad  precedents  live  forevert  good  ones  only  perish . 
We  may  not  feel  all  the  evil  consequences  at  once,  but 
this  precedent,  once  set,  will  surely  be  rccdved,  and 
will  become  the  instrument  of  infinite  evil. 

It  will  be  asked,  what  shall  be  donef  Will  you  refasa 
to  admit  Michigan  into  the  Union^  I  answer,  no(  1  de« 
sire  to  admit  hen  and  if  the  Senators  from  Indiana  and 
Ohio  will  agree,  lam  ready  now  to  admit  her  aashestood 
at  the  beginning  of  last  session,  without  giving  aanction 
to  the  unauthorized  assemblage  of  December. 

But  if  that  does  not  meet  their  wiahes,  there  is  still 
another  by  which  she  may  be  admitted.  We  are  told  that 
two  thirds  of  the  Legislature  and  people  of  Hiehigan  are 
in  favor  of  accepting  the  conditions  of  (he  act  of  last  ses- 
sion. If  that  be  the  fact,  tlien  all  that  is  necessary  is, 
that  the  Legislature  should  call  another  convention.  All 
difficulty  will  thus  be  removed,  and  there  will  be  still 
abundant  time  for  her  admission  at  this  session.  And 
■hall  we,  for  the  sake  of  gaining  a  few  months,  give  our 
fssent  to  a  bill  fraught  with  principles  so  mmstrous  as 
this? 

We  have  been  told,  that  unless  she  la  admitted  im< 
mediately,  it  will  be  too  late  for  her  toreceive  her  pro- 
portion of  the  surplus  revenue  under  the  deposite  bill. 
I  truat  that  on  so  grest  a  question  a  difBculty  like  this 
will  have  no  weight.  Give  her  at  once  her  full  share.  I 
am  ready  to  do  so  at  once,  without  waiting  her  admission. 
I  was  mortified  to  hear  on  so  grave  a  question  such  mo- 
tives assigned  for  her  admisdon,  contrary  to  the  law  and 
conatitulion.  Such  connderations  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
sented when  we  are  settlinggreat  constitutional  principles. 
I  trust  that  we  shall  pass  by  all  such  frivolous  motives  on 
this  occasion,  and  take  ground  on  the  great  and  funda^ 
mental  principle  that  an  informal,  irregular,  self-consti- 
tuted assembly,  a  mere  caucus,  has  no  authority  to  speak 
for  a  sovereign  State  in  any  case  whatever;  to  supersede 
its  constitution,  or  to  reverse  its  dissent  deliberately  given 
by  a  convention  of  the  people  of  the  State,  regularly 
convened  under  its  constituted  authority. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  confessed  that  he  could  not  see  any 
thing  in  the  whole  proceedings  calculated  to  excite 
alarm.  The  Senator  [Mr.  Calbock]  had  told  the  Sen- 
ate (hat  a  proceeding  in  Maryland  had  excited  more  ap- 
prehension in  renrd  to  our  institutions  than  any  thing 
that  had  occurred  since  the  •stablisbment  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. Now,  that  waa  the  gentleaian'a  opinion  i  but 
he  (Ur.  G.)  had  seen  the  time  when  there  was  fett  more 
solicitude  with  respect  to  the  stability  of  our  Union  than 
what  had  recently  happened  In  Maryland,  or  in  the  pro- 
ceedingswhich  had  been  adopted  in  Michigan.  In  order 
to  determine  the  question  before  the  Senate,  it  might  be 
as  well  to  take  a  short  review  of  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  it. 

B>  the  ordinance  of  1787  it  waa  provided  tliat  this  Terri- 
tory, and  all  portions  of  the  territonr  ceded  by  the  State 
of  Virginia  northwest  of  the  Obic^  ahoiild  be  admitted  as 
a  State,  not  by  conventions  called  fur  the  purpoee  of 
ratil^ing  a  proposal  made  by  Congress,  but  upon  the 
fair  condition  that  when  their  population  should  have 
amounted  to  a  certain  number.  Michigan,  at  the  time 
she  first  appted  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  poaseas- 
ed  a  pcpuUtion  of  one  third  more  than  was  required  by 
the  ordinance  of  1767.  But  he  should  state  tba^  before 
asking  for  admission,  as  she  had  a  right  to  do,  die  called 
a  convention,  and  framed  a  conatitution.  The  General 
Government  had  at  that  time  a  right  (without  prescri- 
bing the  terms  to  be  found  in  the  act  of  the  3d  March, 
1636)  to  receive  her  into  (he  Union.  But  what  did  Con- 
grcu  do?   Did  they  ^^^^^  %mi^[<l' 
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the  terms  of  the  ordiiunce?  No.  Congreu  prencribed 
difTcrent  provisions  from  mny  to  be  found  in  the  ordi- 
nftitce.  Now,  iccorU'rng  to  the  view  he  tookj  of  the  sub- 
ject, this  sovereign  ind  independent  State,  having  the 
same  right  tu  be  represented  on  tint  floor  as  S  'Uth  Car- 
olina or  Tennessee,  has  been  for  a  long  time  kept  knock- 
ing at  Itie  doors  of  Congress  and  still  tbey  were  shut 
•gainst  them.  Ele  would,  having  said  this  muchf^  say 
nothing  further  on  thit  part  of  the  subject. 

At  the  last  sel»on,  and  for  some  Kisiona  previoua  to 
that,  a  very  serious  controversy  had  arisen  between  the 
State  of  Ohio  and  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  Wtiat,  he 
uked,  did  Congress  do,  in  its  great  desire  to  see  trsn- 

Siillityand  harmony  restored  between  them?  It  passed 
e  act  of  1836.  And  yet  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Ewmo]  now  wanted  to  ace  no  such  provibion  as  that 
contained  in  the  act  of  1836,  and  which  he  [Mr.  Gaun- 
ht]  believed  to  have  been  placed  lliere  by  the  commit- 
tee in  the4)roper  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  which  he 
thought  commendable  in  them. 

[Mr.  Ewme  explained.  I  contended  for  the  third 
lection.    I  thought  it  of  no  importance  then,  nor  do  I 

BOW.] 

Mr.  tiROBDf  renimed.  He  was  speaking  of  the  Sen- 
ator*!  exertions  in  regard  to  another  bill,  or  other  bills, 
which  were  introduced  lo  fix  the  nortliern  boundary  of 
the  State  of  Ohioi  and  before  tint  was  accooipnihcd 
Senators  in»stcd  that  Michigan  could  not  be  admitted 
Into  the  Union.  Well,  what  was  the  objection  now  to 
her  admission?  None  that  he  could  see.  But  when  the 
Senate  came  to  pass  this  act  of  admission,  they  put  in  this 
■ection: 

"That,  as  a  compliance  with  the  fundamental  con* 
dition  of  adtnisnon  contained  In  the  last  preceding  sec- 
tion of  this  ict(  the  boundaries  of  the  laid  State  of  Mich- 
igan,  as  in  that  section  described,  declared,  and  estab- 
lilhed,  shall  receive  the  usent  of  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates elected  by  the  people  of  said  Stale,  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  giving  the  assent  herein  required,"  Sec. 

Now,  that  was  the  provision  to  which  this  preamble 
has  a  reference.  Did  that  section  say  that  the  Legisla- 
tive Aaaembly  of  Michigan  should  call  a  convention  to 
decide  on  the  aubjcelf  Not  a  word  did  it  contain  to 
that  effect.  Did  the  constitution  of  Michigan  authorize 
the  calling  of  a  convention  on  the  part  of  the  Legisla- 
ture^ Not  a  word  did  the  constitution  contain  on  the 
subject?  But  the  Legislature  did  call  a  convention,  and 
they  refused  to  aasent  to  the  conditions  contained  in  the 
act  of  Congress. 

Now,  to  judge  that  Congress  did  not  intend  putting  a 
legal  construction  on  the  icctiun,  that  llie  intervention  uf 
the  Legislature  should  be  necenary,  let  him  suppose 
that  the  Legislature  ahould  refuse  to  act,  and  consequent- 
ly call  no  convention,  and  the  people  of  Mtcliigan  had 
risen  up  una  voce,  and  given  their  sssent  to  the  meeting 
in  convention,  would  gentlemen  have  said  "the  conven- 
tion must  be  called  by  the  Legislature?"  Now,  this  was 
the  consent  of  the  people  of  Uicliigsn — of  the  popula- 
tion entitled  to  vote,  rending  there.  And  shall  the  Le- 
l^alure  of  that  State  have  the  power  to  refuse  or  grant 
MMt  which  the  people  may  demand  on  so  important  a 
■object  as  this?  It  seemed  to  him  it  ought  not  to  be  re- 
quired; and,  therefore,  the  conclusion  he  drew  from  the 
question  was,  that  the  people  have  a  right  to  convoke 
their  assemblies,  the  delegates  from  which  have  a  right 
to  meet  in  convention,  and  there,  if  they  deem  proper, 
ratify  the  eomlitions  prescribed  by  Congress.  If  he 
were  right  in  that  conclusion,  then  the  preamble  wai 
eorreetf  and  if  wrong,  it  ought  to  be  strucK  out. 

Me  felt  no  coneern  in  regard  to  this  branch  of  the 
subject  at  all.  He  was  free  to  admit  that,  without  the 
preamble,  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  the  bill.  But  for 
the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1656,  let  bin  tell  the  Sea- 


ate,  Michigan  vrould  have  been  represented  here,  and  in 
the  other  House,  long  ago.  Well,  now  the  people  have 
been  called  upon  in  their  primary  capacity,  and  liave 
given  their  assent  to  the  conditions  of  Coni^sa,  why 
shnuld  the  Sena'e  cause  further  delay  in  admitting  her? 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  said  it  would  not 
Uke  Xoag  to  have  another  convention.  He  (Mr.  G.) 
admitted  itj  but  every  mutnent  did  her  injury.  Sen- 
ators were,  hy  delay,  violating  a  greater  prtnciple  than 
that  of  which  the  gentleman  hu  spoken.  It  was  a  great- 
er infraction  of  principle  tlisn  any  known  to  free  gov- 
ernment. 

He  sdmSttcd,  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
that  the  testimony  enlablishing  the  fact  of  the  ^saent  of 
the  people  of  Michigan  was  of  great  Importance,  and  in 
this  case  not  according  to  the  strict  rules  of  legality ;  yet 
the  testimony  was  of  such  a  character  that  L>eg(al9tlum 
would  not  refuse  to  act  upon  it,  although  courts  ofjustice 
Would  reject  it,  because  not  duly  accredited  by  the  oaths 
of  witnesses.  But  did  not  Senators  do  daily  many  acts 
upon  testimony  not  on  oath,  but  for  which  the  staicmenti 
of  men  of  high  standing,  honor,  and  honesty,  gutrantied 
their  truth? 

What,  he  asked,  was  the  amount  of  the  te»tiis>ony  pro- 
duced? Why,  that  between  five  and  six  thousand  votes 
were  given  at  the  election  of  members  for  the  conven- 
:  tion  in  September  last,  and  that  from  eight  to  nine  thou- 
sand were  gtren  for  the  delegatea  who  formed  the  con- 
vention in  December.  What  was  the  object  in  calling 
upon  the  people  of  Michigan?  It  was  to  know  whether 
they  were  witling  to  come  into  the  Union  on  the  (eras 
prescribed  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1836.  They 
have  answered,  and  given  tlicir  assent  Id  one  county 
there  was  given  at  the  first  election  for  the  c|elrga>es 
who  were  elected,  18Q  votea  of  a  maju-ity.  These  dele- 
gates constituted  the  maj"rity  in  the  first  convenlioHi 
and  by  their  votes  the  assent  of  Michigan  was  refused. 
At  the  first  election,  about  1,700  votes  were  cast,  Inclu- 
ding both  parties.  At  the  lut  election,  1,9U0  votes  were 
given  in  favor  of  the  anseoting  party  alone.  The  whole 
thing  was  changed,  and  roust  have  been  changed  by  the 
revolution  of  opinion. 

Without  gomg  Airther  into  the  subject,  he  wanted  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  inform  the  Senate  how 
he  would  do  justice  to  the  people  of  Micbigant  and,  fur- 
ther, how  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  to  be  obtainctl  m 
any  form.  Would  he  send  the  people  b^ck  again  tu  a 
convention?  The  delay  was  unnecessary,  and  objections 
would  be  made  of  a  similar  character.  Why  UiouKI  the 
Senator  not  vote  for  the  bill,  the  preamble  being  struck 
out.  What  difficulty  was  there  in  it?  For  his  (Mr.  G**) 
part,  he  could  not  see  any.  He  contended  that  there 
was  nothing  uf  a  political  character  in  this  nutter,  either 
on  one  side  or  the  otheri  therefore,  it  was  fairly  on  prin- 
ciple that  a  difTereuce  of  opinion  could  be  nid  to  exist. 
In  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, "Can  Congress  call  a  convention  in  a  State?**  he 
answered,  "No!"  nor  did  it  in  this  instance;  neither 
does  the  preamble  or  bill  g've  such  a  power,  nor  imply 
it.  He  would  concluile  his  remarks  by  owrely  decla- 
ring that,  whether  the  preamble  should  he  stricken  froni 
the  bill  or  not,  he  would  vote  fur  tt. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  on  his  first  motion  to  strike  out  the 
preamble  to  the  thill  providing  for  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  ssid:  The  gentleman  front 
South  CaroliDA  had  correctly  understood  his  object, 
which  was  to  bring  the  principle  contained  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  hill  in  a  direct  form  before  the  Senate,  for 
its  decision.  Although  he  entertained  fur  the  talents 
and  ability  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  the  highest 
respect,  yet  on  this  subject  be  had  entirely  dtfierent 
views  from  those  expressed  bv^that  genllemant  dill  he 
wouhl  u,s  that.  OD  M^A9$A«S9iy!CN^V@<i  ^ 
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trine  contained  in  tbe  preamble,  the  gentleman  vai  un- 
queilioiubljr  in  error.  He,  however,  agreed  with  the 
Senator  that  Hichiftan  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Uaiodi  fail  mind  bad  underlie  no  change  on  tbia  ptnnt, 
for  iw  vat  of  the  wme  opinion  at  the  laat  leiuon  orCon< 
grcMi  he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  contained  in  the 
third  sectHHi  of  the  act  for  her  admission  at  tbe  time  of 
Ha  pMiage,  though  he  said  nothing  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate  on  the  subject.  He  at  that  time  coniidered  this 
third  section  not  only  as  unnecessary  as  it  respected  the 
r%hts  of  Ohio,  but  as  unconstitutional  and  dangerous, 
and  as  requiring  of  the  people  of  Michigan  an  act  nuga* 
torj  in  itself,  and  humiliating  in  its  consequences.  He 
was  anxious  then,  he  was  anxious  now,  that  Michigan 
■boDld  be  admitted  without  having  any  restriction  or 
eoiMKiion  whutever  imposed  on  her.  He  thought  then,  as 
he  found  the  fact  now,  that  the  people  of  Mieliigan 
vouU  riev  this  provision,  requiring  their  assent  to  the 
Iiw«f  Congre«»  as  an  act  of  supererogation,  and  one 
which  the  authotilj  of  the  constitution  did  not  warranty 
and  did  not  reach}  snd  he  had  found  both  conventions 
which  had  lately  been  held  in  Michigan  concur  on  this 
head,  for  both  bad  denied  the  power  nf  Congress  to  re- 
quire the  asaent  which  had  been  required  in  Ihe  third 
srctKMi  of  the  act  for  their  admisrion;  nor  did  they  sub- 
TDit  or  agree  to  give  it  as  a  matter  of  right,  but  as 
matter  of  obedience  only,  and  to  prove  to  tbe  country 
th«ir  lore  and  attschtnent  to  Ihe  Union.  Whenever 
Micb^an  dull  be  admitted,  it  ought  to  be  on  that  high 
and  derated  ground  on  which  she  desires  to  stand :  a  re- 
peal of  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  last  seasion.  On 
this  groanii,  Mr.  M.  swd,  he  wished  mnit  ardently  to 
place  her  citizenst  and  the  passage  of  the  bill  without 
tbe  preamble  would  accomplish  that  objecit  for  he  be- 
lieved that  it  was  a  well-settled  principle,  that,  if  the  pru- 
vinona  of  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  be  repugnant 
to  the  provisions  of  a  former  act,  the  former  act  it  re- 
pealed wiiboul  any  express  words  being  used  for  that 
purpoae.  Thi«,  then,  was  his  first,  though  most  inconsd* 
erable,  reason,  for  wishing  to  striktf'  out  the  preamblei 
lor,  if  his  doctrine  was  true,  as  he  verily  believed  it  was, 
the  passage  of  the  act  itself,  without  the  lumber  and  en- 
cumbrance of  the  preamble,  would  fairly  and  honorably 
admit  the  State  of  Michigan  at  once.  He  had  under- 
atood  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Caibocx] 
to  say  that,  ]f  both  the  Senator*  from  Ohio  were  satisfied 
as  lu  the  northern  boundary  line  of  that  Stale,  he  would 
\mn  no  objection  to  give  hia  assent  tu  the  bill,  provi- 
ded the  preamble  was  stricken  out,  after  this  declaration. 
If  that  were  done,  as  tie  (Mr.  M.)  huped  it  would  be, 
he  had  but  little  di^ubt  of  the  unanimous  vote  or  the 
Senate  in  favor  of  the  admission]  be  could  not  possibly 
see  any  quarter  from  which  objections  would  be  made 
to  it.  Gentlemen  had  af^edastf  there  was  a  party 
here  who  wished  to  keep  Michigan  out  of  tbe  Union;  he 
was  not  one  of  those;  and  whatever  gentlemen  might 
say  in  argument,  he  did  not  suppose  a  single  member 
harbored  such  a  wish,  but  all  were  anxious  for  her  ad- 
miasion  the  first  moment  it  could  be  done  without  a  vio- 
lation of  constitutional  duty,  of  principle,  or  of  law. 
Ahbough  it  has  been  attempted  to  be  impressed  upon 
the  8«iate  that  the  controversy  which  had  existed  be- 
tween (Niio  and  Michigan,  with  regard  to  boundary,  wai 
one  reason  why  the  delegation  from  that  State  were  op- 
posed to  the  bill,  he  begged  leave  to  undeceive  gentle- 
OKnon  this  point,  by  assuring  them  that  was  not  the 
caaet  (be  course  which  Ohio  had  marked  out  for  herself 
in  that  controversy  had  proved  itself  to  be  the  correct 
one.  Congress,  by  their  act  of  the  last  session,  had  given 
eonaent  to  the  conttitutioml  boundary  of  that  Slate,  and 
it  had  nam  become  satisftctoty  at  well  as  obligatory  on 
bH  parties;  and  thus  Ihe  encumbrance  which  for  so  many 
years  had  been  thrown  over  tbe  title  of  Ohio  by  tbe  act 


of  Congress  of  1 805,  establishing  the  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan, had  been  withdrawn;  and  the  moment  this  wai 
done,  the  jurisdiction  of  Ohio  over  the  disputed  territory 
was  eompiete.  It  ia^  then,  by  virtue  of  the  omstitotion 
of  the  State  that  Ohio  has  taken  jurisdictioB  overtlwt 
portion  of  countryt  we  csnnot  for  a  moment  admit  the 
idea  that  Congrev  has  given  us  any  power  to  do  to. 
Congress  has  only  recognised  the  validity  of  our  cisim, 
and  removed  the  difficulty  the  act  of  1805  had  created. 
He,  therefore,  as  one  of  the  Senators  from  Ohio,  wai 
perfectly  satisfied  that  the  State  of  Michigan  should  be 
admitted  without  any  reference  to  the  Ohio  boundary 
whatever.  On  this  question  doubts  no  longer  remaiOi  as 
it  respects  Ohioi  and  he  felt  strongly  disposed  to  remove 
from  the  people  of  Michigan  Ihe  now  unnecessary  and 
humiliating  condition  which  had  been  imposed  on  them, 
which  condition,  he  thought,  in  point  of  sound  poliey« 
was  never  required,  nor  did  he  believe  that  Congreil 
rightfully  postinsed  the  power  to  impose  it. 

But,  sir,  ^said  Mr.  M.,)  the  view  which  I  have  so  far 
taken  on  this  subject  is  a  very  important  one,  indeed, 
when  compared  with  the  broad  and  danffernus  principle 
contained  in  the  preamble  before  us.  He  had  Tor  many 
years  occupied  snme  humble  station  in  public  life;  had 
been  somewhat  acquainted  with  the  legislation  uf  tbe 
country!  that  branch,  more  than  any  other,  had  occupied 
his  attention;  and  he  could  say,  in  the  most  perfect  nn- 
cerity,  and  with  a  clear  conscience,  that  he  never  had 
heard,  nor  had  he  ever  expected  to  hear,  doctrines  such 
as  were  recognised  in  the  preamble  to  the  bill,  and  such 
as  had  been  openly  and  clearly  avowed  in  the  Senate  oa 
the  present  occasion,  and  in  support  of  tbe  presmbls 
now  under  discussion.  The  facts,  as  slated  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhocit,]  with  regard  to 
the  proceedings  in  Michigan,  have  often  been  repeated 
on  this  floort  they  are  well  known,  and  need  not  be  again 
detailed.  Congress  bas  recognised,  even  by  Ihe  act  of 
the  15tb  June,  1836,  Michigan  as  a  Statei  in  the  third 
section  of  that  act  she  is  no  Test  than  four  times  spoken 
of  as  a  State.  It  is  the  State  of  Michigan,  tnd  not  the 
people  of  the  country,  as  abstract  from  the  sovereignly 
of  the  Stale,  that  can  rghtfully  respond  to  the  law  at 
Congress]  and  it  is  only  the  voice  of  the  people  of  the 
SUtr,  collected  and  expressed  as  a  Slate,  that  ought  to 
be  received  as  creating  any  obligation  on  tbe  part  of 
Congresi^  or  indeed  any  obligation  upon  the  State  her- 
self. 

But,  air,  what  are  we  to  understand  by  this  word 
**  Stale  >"  Do  we  mean  an  organized,  or  do  we  mean  an 
unorganized,  community'  Do  we  mean  a  country  goT- 
erned  by  known  and  established  laws,  or  do  we  mean 
one  where  the  law  shall  never  be  known  but  when  ex- 
pressed by  tbe  public  voice,  through  the  medium  of 
county  convention^  or  by  an  assemblage  of  the  people 
at  one  particular  place?  If  by  the  word  **  State,"  or  the 
expreasion,  "  people  of  the  Slate,"  we  mean,  as  I  contend 
is  the  only  correct  meaning,  tn  organized  community,  a 
people  who  have  associated  together  and  provided,  for 
the  sarety  and  security  of  all,  wrilten  constitutions  and 
laws,  and  also  provided  for  the  exercise  of  its  toverrign- 
ty  through  the  instrumentality  of  constituted  Iribunah^ 
or  a  Government  of  any  other  known  and  ettablithed 
oharaoter,  if  ibis  be  the  case,  then  be  contended  that  a 
State  had  but  one  mode,  and  one  medium,  through 
which  it  could  express  its  opinions  or  exercise  its  pow- 
er] and  that,  in  pursuance  of  its  own  constitution  and 
laws,  a  State  can  be  known  or  recognised  under  no 
other  character]  and,  to  use  a  figurative  expression,  it 
can  neither  think,  opeak,  nor  act,  in  any  other  way. 
Well,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M., )  what  are  tbe  few  facta  to  which 
this  doctrine  can  be  applied  in  the  present  case?  The 
sovereign,  but  it  would  probably  be^nore  apprnpriate  to 
say  the  physical  or  nuii|ffgip|kje9^@^gm>le  of 
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Michiptn»  exenuKd  in  Iheir  primary  aaaembliea,  without 
the  ituth<Hlty  of  any  hw  of  the  State,  and  not  only  with- 
out the  Mnethm  of  any  constitutional  proriiion,  but  in 
direet  eontrkvenlion  of  oonititution  and  lav,  and  mere 
numerical  ttrcngth,  evidenced  by  a  plurality  or  vote^ 
hare  understood  her  to  give  the  aaient  of  the  State  to 
an  act  of  Conffreaa,  which  ia  to  remain  obligatory  upon 
the  State  in  all  time  to  comr,  and  which  the  regular  con* 
atiinted  aulhorilieii  of  the  State  have  no  power  to  con- 
trol,  and  which  the  people  themselTCit  according  to  the 
provinon*  of  their  own  conatitution,  can  never  alter, 
•bridge,  or  atnend;  and  !t  ia  the  asaent  thus  given  that 
ve  are  now  n- emphatically  called  upon  to  receive  m 
the  eonititutiofial  and  legitimate  will  of  the  State.  8ir» 
(■•id,  Hr.  M.,)  I  cannot  consent  thus  to  humble  any  one  of 
the  aoverrign  Siatea  of  thit  Union.  Let  it  be  conatanlly 
borne  in  mind,  that  there  have  been  two  conventions  as- 
■embled  in  Michigran,  for  the  purpose  of  considering,  or 
■ssfnting  to,  the  act  of  Congrew.  The  convention 
Which  first  met  was  in  pursuance  of  ft  law  of  the  State 
specially  paasrd  for  that  purposet  that  it  was  elected 
and  or«nised  aeeording  to  the  provinons  of  that  lawt 
that  tills  convention  dissented  from  the  proposition  of 
Congres*,  or  rslher  did  not  consent  thereto;  that  subse- 
quent to  this  decision  It  was  that  the  people  met  in  their 
primary  assemblies,  snd  the  result  was  that  another  con- 
vention was  had.  The  documents  furnished  the  Senate 
hforro  us  that  in  two  countiea  no  elections  were  held, 
and,  of  courae,  those  counties  were  not  represented  In 
this  latter  convention,  the  president  of  which,  in  •  com- 
munication to  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  asys 
that  **  the  convention  originated  through  primary  meet- 
faigs  of  the  citizens  of  the  several  counties,  in  ample 
time  to  afford  notice  td  the  whole  State;  pursuant 
thereto,  elections,  kept  open  for  two  days,  on  the  5th 
and  6th  instant,  (December,)  have  been  held  in  all  the 
counties  except  Monroe  and  Macomb."  This  (Mr.  M. 
Said)  was  a  relation  of  and  cireuoistances  to  him 
entirely  incxplicablei  no  time  Is  oientionrd  as  to  the  no* 
tice  given,  nor  what  kind  of  notice  was  thocight  necessa- 
ry, or  how  the  aame  was  promulgated.    I'his,  as  it  sp- 

Sesrs  to  us,  was  mere  tnatter  of  opinion,  and  might,  in 
liebigan,  depend  very  much  on  party  views  and  party 
purposCB.  But  the  great  principle,  and,  indeed,  the  ar- 
gument, does  not  depend  on  these  minor  considerations; 
the  question  is,  will  Congress  recognise  as  vslid,  consti- 
tutional, and  obligatory,  without  the  color  of  a  law  of 
Micht^fan  to  sustain  it,  an  act  done  by  the  people  of  that 
State  m  their  primary  assemblies,  and  acknowledge  that 
act  as  obligatory  on  the  constituted  authorities  snd  Legis- 
Isture  of  the  Slated  Are  we  prepared  to  subject  all 
State  power  and  State  authority  to  the  test  of  this  prin- 
cipled Our  answer  not  only  concerns  Michigan,  but 
ought,  and,  I  trust,  will  be  examined  into  by  every  Stale 
In  the  Union;  and  although  Michigan  at  this  iBoment 
may  be  the  scapegoat  to  bear  off  this  power  into  the 
Western  wilderness,  yet  it  may  and  can  be  found  con- 
venient to  apply  it  to  other  States.  Are  we  prepared 
for  this  sppfication.^  Is  the  great  question  now  about  to 
be  decided?  I  would  most  seriously  call  upon  all  State- 
rtghta  men  to  look  welt  to  this  matter.  Do  you  love  and 
venerate  your  own  constitution  and  lawi^  the  only  guar- 
antee nm  have  for  all  your  personal,  aocial,  and  pwti^ 
rightsr  Are  you  willing  to  subject  them  all  to  this  tre- 
ineDdoua  power?  Congress  may  have  a  favorite  measure 
to  aecomplidi,  which  may  come  in  eolliaicm  with  State 
power.  How  easy  to  overcome  this  power,  by  doing 
what  is  now  claimed  to  be  right  in  Michigan;  pass  an  act 
requiring  the  fieople  of  tbe  State  to  give  their  assent  to 
It,  or  permitting  them,  if  you  please,  to  do  so;  send 
amongst  them  your  agents  and  emissaries  to  induce 
calb  ror  primary  mcmDliea,  to  hold  a  convention  to  suit 
your  Tiewti  obtwn  the  act  of  asatint  by  neb  eonvention, 


and  your  whole  purpose  is  answered.  The  Stale  is  an. 
der  your  feet;  you  are  the  master-spirit  that  direcliitt 
movements;  and  you  would  have  the  right  to  call  opaa 
the  exeeutfve  power  of  the  country  to  aee  that  your  kvi 
were  bithfully  executed .  Why,  nr,  but  yeslerdsy,  lad 
we  might  hare  looked  on  this  picture  as  hncy  only;  but 
it  is  now  fast  assuming  tbe  character  of  fact,  snd  we  no; 
awake  to  tbe  reality  before  we  are  aware.  All  that  has 
been  suggested,  and  much  more,  may  take  place  under 
the  sanction  of  the  broad  principle  now  contended  for. 
Let  it  not  be  said  that  we  are  unnecessarily  alarwd, 
and  that  tbe  argument  is  carried  to  extremes.  We  al- 
ways test  principles  by  tbe  exicnt  to  which  they  cis, 
conristent  with  themselrea,  be  carried  into  effect.  Sup- 
pose Congress  should  have  a  favorite  project  to  brr; 
through  a  State,  say  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina— for  in- 
stance, a  rosd  or  canal— which  all  would  "agree  could  not 
be  done  without  the  consent  of  the  State,  and  Cattptm 
should  pass  an  act  in  terms  precisely  those  used  in  tbe 
act  for  tbe  admission  of  Michigan,  and  the  Legtslsture  of 
the  State  should  be  convened  to  consider  ibe  proiwa- 
tion,  or  should  provide  for  the  election  of  a  conreniim, 
who  should  meet  and  r^ect  the  aanle.  If,  after  all  thii, 
some  person  should  be  mind  possessing  influence  luffi- , 
eient,  either  with  or  without  Ibe  patronage  of  this  Got- 
emment,  to  obtain  a  msjority  of  the  qualified  electws  « 
the  State,  or  even  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  Ixitb 
male  and  fentale,  no  matter  how  expressed,  whether  by 
eonvention  «  otherwise,  would  any  man  say  that  ilw 
was  sufficient  authority  for  Congreas  to  proceed  vrth 
the  contemplated  wu-k'  No!  none  would  be  nwad  to 
avow  this  at  oncei  yet  to  this  length  will  tbe  doeiw* 
lead. 

Sir,  the  matter  can  be  brought  home  to  our  doon  m 
Ohio;  we  hare  had  a  controversy  partaking  of  this  cliir- 
acter  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slatesi  the  Upw- 
ture  of  the  Slate  denied  the  power  of  Congrew »«• 
thoriie  the  bank  to  send  •  branch  into  the  Slate  withwt 
its  consent.    Suppose  the  charter  had  contained  s  pr^ 
vision  that  a  branch  might  be  sent  into  any  SUte  by  tbe 
"  assent  of  a  convention  of  dclegatea,  elected  by  the  tm 
Slate,  for  ihe  sole  purpose  of  giving  such 
Suppose,  sir,  this  had  been  the  original  charter  of  tne 
bank,  snd  a  convention  of  delegates  had  been  gotten  up. 
and  have  forced  upon  the  Stale  tbe  power  of  the  bsnti 
contrary  to  her  own  constitution  and  laws,  snd  •([V' 
the  express  will  of  the  Lrgislaturet   I  ask 
of  Ohio,  what  would  hareheen  hia  opinion  and  fe«w>P 
on  a  state  of  things  of  this  kindf   For  my  own  P"'' 
citizen  of  that  State,  1  had  rather  see  Ohio  struck  at  once 
from  tbe  Union,  than  that  a  doctrine  of  this  kind 
considered  orthodox,  and  prevail  in  practice.  We  ■'PJ 
wander  for  a  while  at  large,  and  find  a  resting  plsoei  M( 
when  once  swallowed  up  by  this  Government,  ourp^* 
er  of  action  would  entirely  cease.     Then,  ""'•v^ 
would  we  have  no  Oovemmcnt  of  our  own;  ve 
but  mere  automata  in  tbe  hands  of  those  who  adminui^ 
this  Govemment.    They  would  be  the  judges  "J 
the  time  and  manner  of  our  acting,  and  of  tbe  valwiV  . 
the  records  of  those  acts.   Would  not  this  be  '*>e 
tion  nf  the  States  if  we  adopt  and  maiuUin  ihii  ?"'I|tV 
ous  principle?— a  principle  which  admits  a  SUte  inio  im 
Union  without  law  and  without  record,  so  fsr  •> 
State  has  any  action  m  this  case.   It  is  true,  si  wiiod- 
served  by  tbe  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  [Mr< 
Houv,]  that  good  precedents  arc  soon  fofS""*"! 'tthe 
bad  ones  live  forever.    He  (Mr.  M.)  contended  thU 
principle  contained  in  the  preamble  to  the  bill  »>*  j 
eiouBin  the  extreme.    Shall  we.  then,  countenance" 

Shall  we  maintain  it?   He  trusted  not.  ,  , 

He  said  he  was  somewhat  aurprised,  he  ew'?^' 
bear  the  doctrine  that  had  benradranced  ^  ^■■'fT 
torfhm  PennsylTfi^z|lltvBin£)tQgL(fbsir^ 
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■Ml,  if  he  understood  bim  corrrctlyt  not  only  tu*tained 
{be  proceedinp  of  the  lut  convention  in  Uicbinn,  but 
contended  thkt  if  it  htd  not  ftMcnted,  tiie  people  would 
hftve  gone  on,  even  ad  infinitum^  to  elect  eonventions; 
until  ibej  bad  obtained  one  which  would  give  the  uient. 
A  doctrine  m  latitudinarian  u  this,  be  said,  he  could  by 
M  meana  adodt.  It  was  a  doctrine  that  unlooaed  all  the 
oblwation  of  sodelj'*  and  dissolved  governtnent  into  its 
original  elements. 

In  a  controreny  of  this  kind  he  would  not  fear  to 
Dieet  the  f^ntleinan,  even  in  bis  own  Stale,  in  which,  as 
Isr  aa  be  knew,  Uiis  doctrine  bad  been  first  proinulgated 
to  tbc  eounlfy.  He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen* 
ator  to  a  public  letter  from  the  pen  of  a  very-distinguish- 
ed citisen  of  that  Statetthat  letter  bad  been  made  public, 
•nd  of  coarse  was  public  property,  and  liable  to  public 
examination.  The  doctrine,  he  contended,  contained  in 
it,  was  revolutionary  in  its  nsturei  it  went  lo  prove,  as  he 
understood  it,  that  the  right  of  revolution  was  a  right  in- 
herent in  the  very  nature  of  our  institutions;  a  doctrine 
which  be  could  not  admit  as  correct,  and  one  which  went 
to  pme  that  we  bad  no  alabilily  whatever  in  our  Govern- 
ment. This  doctrine  was  broached  in  a  State  whose  cit- 
Isens  had  always  proved  themselves  sound  republicans; 
dcnocrattc  sons  of  democratic  fathers;  and  he  felt  highly 
(ratified  in  finding  that  in  that  State  this  doctrine  had  fal)- 
en  atill-bom  from  the  press:  it  was  at  once  rebuked  by 
the  goodt  sound,  democratic  sense  of  the  people,  and  he 
tbooght  bad  gone  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets;  but  be 
feared  it  was  but  the  precursor  of  more  extenuve  opera- 
timM  of  a  syktem  which,  while  it  flattered  the  pride  and 
vanity  of  the  people,  was  stealing  from  them  every  ves* 
ti|^  of  liberty,  and  undermining  the  foundation  of  all 
iheir  social  institutions.  The  case  of  Maryland  had  been 
mentionedt  (be  plea  in  that  case  was,  if  he  understood  it 
correctly,  that  the  Legt<>biture  of  the  State  having,  as 
•ome .thought,  argkcted  to  adopt  such  measnrea  u  the 
wanta  of  the  people  required,  that  the  people,  or  rather 
a  majority  of  the  people,  bad  the  right,  by  a  convention, 
elected  without  the  authority  of  any  hiw,  to  put  down 
the  whole  frame  of  Government,  and  ettabli^  a  new 
Government,  with  new  powers  and  new  agents,  in  its 
ateadi  that,  in  fact,  the  majority  of  the  people  of  a  State 
bad  tbe  right  to  form  a  Government  to  suit  their  own 
convenience,  without  any  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  mi- 
nority, aa  secured  under  the  existing  Government.  This 
be  conndered  the  first  act  in  the  grand  drams,  by  which 
he  fieared  that  public  inititutions,  made  for  the  aafety  of 
all,  werelo  be  abolished  for  the  special  benefit  of  a  part; 
it  was  the  mere  precursor  of  more  energetic  and  exten- 
mve  operations.  Suppose  a  few  of  the  large  States 
should  be  disposed  to  think  that  the  Senatorial  repre- 
■rat^ion  in  Congress  was  unequal)  (hat  it  was  absurd, 
and  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  that  New 
York  should  have  no  more  power  in  this  body  than  Del- 
■wnret  and  should  wish  to  change  the  preicnt  order  of 
ibbigs.  True  it  is  that  the  constitution  of  the  United 
Slates  has  provided  that  no  State,  without  its  consent, 
riiall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate; 
bat  wbaf  of  tbai^  This,  according  to  the  argument  we 
have  beard,  is  but  a  subordinate  right,  always  subject  to 
tbe  constitutional  power  of  (be  people;  let  conventions 
be  holden,  elected  by  tbe  people  in  their  primary  as- 
aembliei^  according  to  mere  numbers,  and  less  than  half 
a  dozen  of  the  most  populous  States  would  swallow  up 
Ae  twenty  smaller  ones,  who  now,  by  giving  their  assent 
to  this  doctrine,  do  homage  to  tbe  larger  States  for  their 
liberties,  and  appear  willing  to  rely  on  them,  and  not  on 
the  constitution,  as  the  security  for  their  rights.  It 
would  be  well  that  we  should  always  remember  that  our 
fathers  did  not  expend  their  blood  and  treasure  to  eslab* 
lish  a  Government  reating  alone  upon  popukr  breath, 
bat  one  founded  on  written  conitttutiont  am  laws  for  tbe 


security  of  alt,  and  in  the  formation  of  wbieh  all  had  ad 
equal  right  to  participate. 

fiut,  sir,  suppose  all  that  has  bCen  urj^d  against  the 
facts,  as  they  ajtpear  in  this  case,  shoald  be  deemed  in-* 
suff.nent  to  show  that  the  principle  upon  Which  the 
admisMon  of  Micbtgao  ia  made  to  rest  is  fotinded  irt  mis' 
taken  and  erroneoos  views,  yet  he  Contended  that  ther« 
was  no  Certain  or  Conclusive  evidence  to  show  that  the 
consent  of  the  people  of  Uiebigan  bad  ever  been  given, 
as  required  by  (he  act  of  Congress.  Who  are  the  peo* 
pie  of  HIchigsn,  within  the  meaning  of  (bat  aclf  Surely 
the  qualified  voters  of  that  State,  and  none  otheri  no 
one  will  contend  for  an  opposite  construction.  What 
evidence,  then,  bave  we  that  tbe  convention  which  gave 
the  assent  wm  elected  by  the  proper  persons?  None  at 
allt  for  aught  we  know,  or  for  aught  that  appears  in  any 
part  of  (he  documents  furnished  the  Senate,  there  is  no 
conclusive  evidence  ih  tt  the  people  of  Michigan  ever 
did  give  (heir  assent  to  the  act  of  Congress.  That  (he 
people  of  that  State  are  desirous  of  being  admitted  into 
the  Union  he  had  little  doubt;  but  insisted  that  certain 
forms  were  necessary  before  that  admission  could  take 
place.  Tbe  evidence  furnished  to  prove  a  compliance 
with  those  forms  he  considered  entirely  in<jbmplete  and 
unsatisfactory.  True,  as  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
has  said,  we  have  evidence  founded  on  publications  in 
newspapers,  the  statements  of  individuals,  and  copies  of 
(he  proceedings  of  the  convention  itself;  but  none  of 
these  come  to  us  under  oath,  or  under  the  forms  of  ofli- 
cial  proceedings.  Tbe  gentleawn'a  opinion  is,  that  evi- 
dence thus  furnisbed  oticht  to  be  considered  sufficient  to 
found  an  act  of  legislation  upon.  To  this  (Ite  said)  he 
agreed;  but  was  (be  present  a  mere  question  of  general 
or  local  policy,  to  operate  in  future }  He  thought  not. 
It  was  a  question  of  a  judicial  character.  Deciding  upon 
the  proper  conatruction  of  an  existing  law,  and  the  facts 
that  were  to  determine  the  rights  of  citizens  under  that 
Uw,  we  assumed  here  the  character  of  judges  rather 
than  legislaton;  and  he  thought  it  indispensably  neces- 
sary that  at  least  tbe  shadow  of  judicial  evidence  should 
be  preserved;  and  he  contended  that  in  this  case  even 
that  shadow  did  not  appear.  In  measures  of  naked  pol- 
icy, the  argument  of  the  gentleman  might  safely  be  ad- 
mitted; but  he  repudiated  its  application  in  the  present 
case.  If  evidence  of  a  higher  nature  exi&ts,  it  is  some- 
what extraordinary  that  it  has  not  been  furnisbed  the 
Senate.  If  we  are  to  rely  exchistvely  on  the  popular 
rote  of  the  people  of  the  State,  we  ought  to  have  some 
evidence  of  the  voles  |^ven,  and  by  whom.  Does  a  sin- 
gle gentleman  here  know,  by  any  evidence  furnished, 
whether  the  persons  who  voted  on  the  5lh  and  6th  days 
of  December,  for  members  to  a  convention,  were  quali- 
fied electors  or  not?  No;  not  one  of  us  has  any  evidence 
on  that  point.  How,  then,  are  we  to  judge  of  the  valid- 
ity  of  the  vote,  m  the  rights  of  the  convention'  None 
of  tbe  proceedings  were  audiorized  by  a  State  biw,  and 
thus  stamping  tiiem  with  the  solemnity  of  State  author 
ityt  nor  have  we  any  parol  evidence,  even  without  oath, 
at  all  satisfactory  on  this  point.  It  is  most  extraordinary 
that  ve  are  not  fumi^ed  with  any  evidence  as  to  who 
the  voters  were  that  cast  (heir  votes  for  the  election  of 
members  to  (he  convention  by  whom  the  auent  was 
given;  and  we  may  ask,  and  not  without  reason,  who 
were  they,  or  by  what  rule  or  authority  their  votes  were 
cftlected  and  counled?  No  one  here  knows  any  thing 
on  the  subject.  Sir,  the  htstory  of  tbe  day  informa  ua 
that  the  tide  of  emigration  into  the  State  of  Michigan  hu 
for  a  year  or  two  past  been  immense;  not  only  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  but  foreigners,  who  have  reached 
our  shores  in  shoals,  have  found  their  way  into  that  part 
of  our  country.  Have  we  any  evidence  that  Ibis  das* 
of  men  were  not  the  persons,  i^^gQvd^tf^'' 
have  thus  undertakeoPld  ^NMiMfcPW^^^uti^  of 


219 


GALES  &,  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


220 


Ssif  ATI.] 


Admission  of  Miehigan. 


[Jak.  2,  1837. 


Michigan,  and  wilh  it  the  very  principles  of  our  Gor- 
emntent^  Wu  it  this  cUu  of  nien,  or  any  portion  of 
them,  thftt  hive  undertaken  to  give  the  assent  of  Michi- 
gan to  her  boundarieB,  as  prewribed  by  Congreat'  Have 
we,  I  repeat  agnin,  any  evidence  to  prove  that  this  is 
no(  ihe  class  of  persons  who  tlt^ted  the  second  conven* 
tion^    We  have  no  such  evidence. 

There  is  another  view  of  (his  subject,  not  unworthy 
our  notice.  The  election  appears  to  have  been  held  Iwo 
daya  in  each  county,  and  he  ahould  be  glad  to  be  inform* 
ed  who  it  was  that  selected  the  days,  and  the  number  of 
daya  in  which  the  election  waa  holden.  Who  it  was  that 
gave  the  notice  of  the  place  and  manner  of  conducting 
the  elecliona.  Was  it  proclaimed  by  one  individual,  or 
was  it  made  known  by  an  assrmbUge  of  citizens  in  one 
counly  to  the  citizens  of  another  cmnly?  Uid  the 
county  of  A  send  a  specist  messenger  to  the  counly  of 
B,  and  so  tliroughout  the  State;  nr  did  the  people  act 
simultaneously,  by  tnbtitict  or  impulse?  Was  the  voting 
by  ballot  in  one  county,  and  vttra  voet  in  another,  and  in 
a  third  by  the  holding  up  of  hands  or  counting  of  heaJs^ 
All  these  facts,  he  contended,  were  entirely  unknown  to 
the  Senate,  and  yet  we  were  called  to  declare,  by  the 
aolemn  enactment  of  a  law,  that  the  people  of  Michigan, 
in  proper  form,  had  given  their  assent  to  (he  condition 
imposed  on  them  by  the  act  of  Oongress.  He  contend- 
ed that  the  Senate  was  about  to  establish  the  truth  of  a 
fact  about  which  they  had  heanl  but  little,  except  from 
public  rumor,  paragraphs  in  party  newspapers,  or  from 
the  statements  and  assertions  of  individuals  not  under  the 
obligationa  of  an  oath.  This,  he  thought,  would  be  a 
most  dangerous  decision,  pronounced  at  a  very  inauspi- 
cious time.  The  comlition  of  the  country  i«  at  this 
time  peculiar,  if  not  alarming.  He  said  he  fell  it  his 
duty  to  express  his  opinions  hnne^ily,  as  he  entertained 
them;  and  he  regretted  much  that  duty  seemed  to  re- 
quire him  to  Comment  on  the  existing  state  of  things. 
Almost  every  newspaper  on  which  he  laid  his  hands  con- 
tained the  history  of  crimes  almost  without  number,  and 
strongly  impressed  upon  his  mind  the  idea  that  men  be> 
gan  to  think  it  right  to  take  the  adminisira  ion  of  justice 
into  their  own  hands,  and  dispense  what  they  believed  it 
to  be,  entirely  without  any  of  the  forms  oflnw.  Me  had 
read  of  punishments  of  the  highest  nature  being  inflicted 
by  the  order  ot  assemblies  of  the  people,  in  some  of  the 
States,  who  had  conducted  their  proceedings  with  at)  the 
formality  am)  gravity,  no  doubt,  that  the  convention  of 
Michigan  had  conducted  theirs.  He  had  reAd,  with  some 
surprise  aa  well  as  regret,  sdvertisements  in  newspapers 
in  different  cities,  offering  for  sale  ffne  duelling  pistols, 
and  pistols  for  the  belt  and  the  pocket,  bowie-knives, 
and  like  instruments,  well  calculated  for  the  talcing  of  hu- 
msn  life,  offered  as  convenient  articlts,  necessary  for  the 
convenience  or  comfort  uf  man.  He  had  no  recollection 
of  seeing,  until  very  lately,  udvertisements  of  this  kind; 
and  the  question  very  naturally  pressed  itself  upon  his 
mind,  what  doe*  all  (his  mean?  Does  it  not  prove  to  us 
that  men  are  endeavoring  to  place  themselves  entirely 
above  the  power  of  the  law,  and  do  that  which  they 
think  to  be  right  in  their  own  eyes'  He  thought  tlut  it 
was  high  tim«  for  the  whole  constituted  authorities  of 
the  country  to  use  all  proper  means  to  circumscribe  the 
entire  action  of  the  people  within  the  strict  limits  of  the 
law,  before  the  restraint  of  law  was  lost  sight  of  al- 
ti^ether.  Recognise  (said  Mr  M.)  that  the  people  of 
Michigan  may,  in  this  informal  manner,  dispense  with 
the  constitution  and  laws  uf  their  own  State,  and  you  at 
the  same  time  recognise  the  doctrine  that  numerical 
strength  alone  shall  have  precedence  in  point  of  obliga- 
tion to  the  most  solemn  legal  enactments.  It  seemed  to 
bim  there  waa  at  that  moment  a  powerful  responsibility 
resting  on  Congress,  and  that  they  ought  to  proce^  with 
the  most  serioiit  deliberation.   Ho  bad  heard  for  a  year 


or  two  past  much  said  about  the  abuse  of  executive  pow- 
er; but,  said  he,  we  are  about  to  change  the  quemxi, 
and  to  establish  here  dangerous  asnimptims  or  l^ida- 
tive  power.  By  the  act  of  the  15th  of  June,  the  fact  of 
Michigan  having  assented  to  (he  conditions  of  that  act  if 
to  be  ascertained  by  the  President  uf  the  United  Stain 
aloncf  he  is  made  the  sole  judge  when  the  assent  is  given, 
and  is  to  make  the  same  known  by  proclamation.  Huhe 
found  (he  fact  to  exist?  or  has  he  issued  his  proclama- 
tion? Not  he  has  done  neither.  He  informs  us  that  ooa 
convention,  elected  and  convened  in  pursuance  of  a  lav 
of  the  State,  had  not  given  its  assent.  He  also  mfom 
ua  that  another  convention  had  met,  and  did  amcnt;  and 
he  further  ssya,  that  if  the  proeeedinfis  uf  this  latter  coo* 
vention  had  Come  to  him  In  the  recess  of  Congren, 
he  would  have  iasueil  his  proclamation  in  conformity 
with  the  provision  of  the  act  of  Congress,  ifhe  wss  sit- 
iafied  that  this  convention,  in  all  respects,  had  accorded 
with  the  will  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  Hie  President 
was  not  satisRed  that  stich  facts  existed,  upon  which  bii 
proclamation  ought  to  issue,  and  he  referred  the  whole 
proceedings  to  Congress;  and  this  ver^  reference  oogbt 
to  prove  to  us  that  the  fact  did  not  exist,  and  that  Mich* 
igan  htd  not  complied  wilh  the  conditions  required  of 
her;  and  he  referred  it,  in  order  that  the  restriction! 
might  be  removed;  but,  instead  of  removing  the  restric- 
tions, we  are  about  to  find  the  fact  of  assent.  He  wu 
anxious  that  this  question  ahould  come  to  an  issue,  and  that 
Michigan  ahould  come  into  the  Union,  but  waa  not  wS* 
ling  to  sacrifice  any  principle  to  attain  even  this  desira- 
ble end.  He  thought  it  would  be  better  for  the  people 
of  Michigan  themselves,  and  more  Sitisfactory,  if  they 
were  kept  a  little  longer  out  of  the  Union,  mtherthn 
have  a  principle  adopted  which  both  of  her  coiiventiom 
had  declared  to  be  unconstitutional.  He  trusted,  how- 
ever, that  the  difficulties  might  be  remedied  in  the  way 
auggested  by  the  chairman  of  the  eiimmitteei  ffffbeeo- 
derslood  the  gentleman  to  say  that  he  viewed  thepre- 
amble  as  of  little  consequence,  and  would  vote  for  the 
bill  if  it  was  stricken  ouif  yet  he  would  feel  himself  bouod 
to  retain  it,  although  he  considered  it  perfectly  harmlem 
and  nugatory. 

Now,  if  this  a  as  the  case,  he  hoped  the  gentleman,  in 
courtesy,  would  at  once  agree  to  let  it  be  atricken  out 
by  the  Senate,  without  his  vote,  as  he  believed  it  to  be 
entirely  unimportant,  while  other  gentlemen  believed  it 
involved  a  dangerous  principle,  and  would  compel  them 
to  voteagainat  the  bill  if  it  was  retained!  and  he  ful"/ 
believed,  that  If  the  gentleman  would  thus  give  hit  ai- 
sent,  and  the  obnoxioua  preamble  uaa  stricken  otit^ 
there  would  not  be  a  dissenting  voice  to  the  admission  « 
the  new  Stale  into  the  Union.  He  could  see  no  P'^J** 
dice  that  would  result,  in  pursuing  this  courfci  'J* 
boundaries  uf  either  Ohio  or  Indians;  their  boundariei 
were  already  settled,  and  could  not  be  disturbed,  *l>^ 
er  the  preamble  was  retained  or  not.  A  great  am 
(said  Mr.  M.)  has  been  said  here  about  Michigan hsrii^ 
extended  her  jurisdiction  over  part  of  the  territory  be- 
longing to  Ohio  and  Indiana;  but  if  he  understood  the 
constitution  of  Michigan,  no  definite  boundary  was  estlD- 
liahed  by  that  instrument.  It  was  in  ihe  preamble  » 
the  constitution  it  was  to  be  found,  and  in  lhataloiie*  K 
was  tliere  provided  that  the  people  inhabiting  the  Terrf 
tory,  as  established  by  the  act  of  Congressof  1805,  fwiD- 
ed  for  themstlves  a  State  Government;  this  he  cansioe^ 
ed  as  creating  no  difficulty  as  it  respected  the  qan>ici> 
of  boundary,  either  with  Ohio  or  Indiana.  He  tbet^ 
fore  most  sincerely  hoped  the  honorable  chairman  woiw 
give  his  assent  to  thus  striking  out  the  pr^mble,  M 
with  it  he  thought  it  impossible  to  vote  for  the  bin*  . 

The  honorable  chairman,  he  sa'td,  had  told  u'lJ^S: 
was  not  a  party  or  political  queation.    He  tFeea  «» 
him  that  it  was  not.    He  felt  thatite  oyght  to  approK" 
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K  ms  «  jodgr;  and,  so  Tar  as  be  w«f  atWised  or  the  impor- 
tant  principle  invulved  in  the  case,  he  would  endeavor 
to  decide  upon  it  according  to  the  dictates  oF  his  best 
jadgnent.    He  trusted  that  no  Senator  would  give  bis 
vote  on  this  question  under  the  influence  or  party  or  pO' 
lillckl  feefings.    However,  (said  Mr.  H.,}  we  may  be  at- 
tedied  to  psrty  for  the  purpose  of  fiivoring  pt^itwal 
TiewB  as  to  future  policy;  yet,  when  we  come  to  a  ques- 
tion of  the  magnitude  of  the  one  before  us,  we  must 
decide  it  upon  higher  grounds,  and  suffer  ourselves  to 
be  influenced  by  the  sound  princip'es  of  juslice  only. 
If  Mtehigan  was  not  a  State,  when  would  her  existence 
as  ft  StMe  commence?  If  abe  waaa  State  at  the  time  the 
act  of  the  15tb  of  June  last  was  passed,  she  could  only 
neak  or  rather  make  known  her  will  as  such  State,  and 
were  fere  the  assent  of  this  latter  convention  was  not  her 
act.    If,  said  he,  we  recognise  her  as  a  State,  we  must 
date  ber  existence  from  the  time  she  adopted  her  consti- 
tution; and  if  her  Senators  and  Representative,  who 
bavc  been  elected  to  Congress,  are  entitled  lo  seaix,  then 
indeed  was  she  a  State  to  all  intents  and  purposes  from 
that  timet  and  the  convention  which  afterwards  met  wiUi- 
Mt  aaiboriijr  was  in  derogation  of  all  her  State  rights. 
Ho  gcstleman.  he  presumed,  would  deny  this;  ami  yet 
we  are  about  to  act  up  the  acts  of  certain  unauthorized 
iadtviduah  as  above  the  constituted  authorities  of  the 
Stale.   There  was  one  circumstance  which  he  deemed 
iDflMwbat  outerial,  which  lie  wished  to  notice.  The 
nimber  of  delegates  which  eomposedihe  first  convention 
WIS  fiirlj-nine,  and  he  took  it  for  granted  that  the  law  of 
Micll^aa  prescribed  ib'ts  number.    But  the  convention 
which  gare  its  asMnt  to  the  act  of  Congress  was  cono- 
poaed  of  seventy-twu  member*.    How  happened  tbis^ 
Was  thw  a  movement  by  which  certain  gentlemen  in  the 
State  were  lo  be  put  up,  and  others  pu(  duwit^  Who 
apportioned  to  one  county  twelve  delegates,  the  sixth 
part  of  the  whole  number,  while  an  adjoining  county 
aeal  hot  two?   Where  was  the  power  in  Michigan  to 
■aake  this  discrimination,  except  the  legislative  power^ 
Sir,  (mid  Hr>  M.,)  admit  the  truth  of  this  preamble,  and 
tbeti  the  legitimate  lengths  to  which  it  may  be  carried, 
and  we  dissolve  the  very  elements  of  Government,  and 
reduce  its  power  to  physical  or  numerical  force.    It  is 
through  anarchy  that  we  arrive  at  despotism.  Submit 
tbta  to  any  State,  even  lo  Michigan  herself,  freed  from 
duresse,  snd  no  one  would  agree  to  it.    fie  was  sure  it 
never  wo*ikl  be  assented  to  in  bis  own  Stalei  her  people 
bad  no  authority  to  change  ber  ptriitical  condition,  even 
by  the  consent  or  advice  of  Congress,  but  only  through 
their  own  Legislature,  and  in  the  manner  and  form  in 
vtuch  they  h^  bound  themselves  to  CHch  other  in  their 
own  ciHiatitulion.    It  has  been  said  that  the  first  sit-p 
from  correct  principles  was  taken  with  more  difficulty 
than  others  which  followed.   As  in  tnonds,  so  in  pohtics: 
if  ve  once  Fet  go  our  hold  on  the  constitution,  for  any 
purpoae  whatever,  we  may  aoon  find  it  convenient  tvdis* 
penae  witfi  it  on  most  if  not  every  occasion,  lliese  (Mr. 
M.  said)  were  his  views  on  this  important  question,  de* 
Kvered,  lobe  sure,  in  desultory  and  unconnected  manner; 
and  he  thanked  the  Senate  for  their  patient  attention. 

Mr.  STRANG  K  said  he  should  detain  the  Senate  but 
a  moment  or  two;  for,  in  his  judgment,  there  was  not 
■pace  for  much  pertinent  srKumentation  on  the  subject 
ander  convdcration.  He  did  not  perceive  the  alarming 
eoBaeqoencea  from  the  adoption  of  the  preamble,  which 
presented  themselves  to  tbe  minds  of  other  gentlemen; 
Mr,  indeed,  did  he  much  care,  except  so  far  as  it  might 
be  gratifying  to  others  lo  retain  it,  whether  tbe  pream. 
hie  aeeompanied  the  bill  or  not.  The  rttention  of  it 
atruck  bim  as  being  an  exceedingly  simple  matter,  in- 
volving no  assertion  either  dangerous  or  untrue.  Con- 
gress, at  tile  bat  scsnon,  passed  a  law  eonstitulin|f  Mich- 
igan one  of  tbe  States  of  tbti  Union  upon  a  particular 


condition  therein  prescribed,  and  the  preamble  merely 
asserted  the  performance  of  that  condition.    And  what 
was  thai  condition?    Why,  tltat  tbe  people  of  Michigan 
bhuuld  hold  a  convention,  and  agree  therein  to  be  bound 
by  the  territorial  limits  prescribed  by  Congress  to  that 
State.  Have  tbe  people  of  Michigan  complied  with  that 
condition?    Has  she  held  her  convention,  and  given  the 
assent  required'   It  was  not  denied,  as  he  understood, 
that  a  convention  had  bren  bolden,  but  the  manner  of 
holding  it  was  objected  to.    He  was  not  aware  that 
either  the  common  law,  or  any  statute,  prescribed  any 
mode  of  assembling  conventions;  and  no  mode  was  pre- 
scribed in  the  act  of  Congress  imposing  upon  Michigan 
the  condition  of  holding  this  convention;  and  it  was  rath- 
er hard  now,  after  she  bad  holden  her  convention,  to 
tell  her  that  she  could  take  nothing  by  it,  because  it  had 
nut  been  properly  holden,  although  no  landmarks  for 
her  guidance  were  laid  down  by  the  common  law  or  stat- 
ute, and  Congress  herself  had  neglected  lo  indicate  any 
mode  in  which  a  convention  might  be  constituted  satis- 
factory to  herself.    Michigan  was  left,  as  we  are  still 
left,  to  the  plain  dictates  of  common  sense,  ihU  a  con- 
vention was  an  assemblage  of  tbe  people  of  a  communi- 
ty, in  person  or  by  their  agents  or  representatives,  no 
matter  how  assembled;  and  by  that  plain  principle  of 
common  sense  she  lisa  a  right  t»  ask  thst  she  shall  be 
tried.    How  was  the  Government  under  wliich  we  live 
put  in  operatton,  but  through  tbe  action  of  the  primary 
assemblages  of  the  people? — and  who  has  ever  dartd  to 
question  the  propriety  of  that  result?  And  is  Micbrgan 
now  to  be  told,  in  the  absence  of  all  law,  and  in  the  face 
of  buch  example^  that  there  was  a  particular  mode  of 
action,  the  only  legitimate  and  proper  one?   The  report 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  shows  that 
Michigan  hus  huldcn  a  convention  and  given  her  asst- nl, 
and  it  is  nut  denied  that  s  convention  has  been  hoMen, 
and  the  assent  thereby  given;  but  gentlemen  say  it  is  not 
a  legitimate  convention,  but  do  not  show  us  what  n  ne- 
cessary to  constitute  a  legitimate  convention.    It  hia 
been  assumed,  in  tbe  argument  of  this  matter,  that  Mich- 
igan is  a  Slate.    If  st>,  there  is  nothing  tef>,  tt  seemed 
to  him,  either  to  dispute  or  legislate  aboul.    Tlie  Sena- 
tucb  and  Rtpresentative  from  thst  State  were  entitled 
to  their  sests  without  futthcr  action.    He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  admit  ihut  the  was  a  State.    She  was  unques* 
tionably  once  a  Territory,  the  property  of  tb  s  Union, 
and  could  only  rise  to  the  dignity  of  a  sovereign  State 
by  the  consent  of  Congresx,  properly  given.  Congress 
hud  given  (his  conseo',  but  it  was  accompanied  with  cer- 
ta'n  conditions,  which  conditions  muKt  be  performed  ere 
the  consent  could  take  effect;  and  whether  these  condi- 
tions had  been  performed  was  the  very  mat'er  under 
consideration.    He  denied  that  there  was  ar\y  ctirysalis 
state  in  whicli  she  ceased  to  be  a  Territory,  snd  yet  was 
not  a  member  of  this  Union.    The  transition  must  ne- 
cessarily be  instantaneous  from  territorial  existence  to 
tliat  of  memberahip  in  ll:e  Union.    Until  site  became  a 
State  she  continued  to  be  a  Territory,  and  only  ceased 
to  be  a  Territory  when  »he  became  a  State  in  the  Union. 
Her  existence  as  a  Siste,  and  her  membership  in  the 
Union,  were  the  cotemporaneous  effrcta  ot  one  action. 

If  he  rightly  understood  the  reason  why  Congress  had 
imposed  this  condition  upon  Michigan,  it  was  thot  there 
might  be  no  future  difficulty  between  her  and  (he  Stales 
of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  relative  to  boundary. '  Cungreu 
could  never  decide  the  judicial  question,  as  lo  what  cf* 
fict  any  or  alt  the  circumstances  should  have  upon  tbe 
rights  of  the  several  parties.  As  a  matter  of  prtiJeiicr, 
fche  might  ask  conditions  which  might,  in  her  judgment, 
tend  to  pence,  but  it  remained  to  thr  judicial  tribunals 
of  the  country  only  to  decide  ultimately  upon  their  reg- 
ularity and  effect.  A  rigid  technical  course  «a«,  there- 
fore, uobefiHing  Congr^s;  and  notbing^jemaincd  for 
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her  at  prtfcnt  but  to  ascertain,  upon  broad  and  Tiberal 
principlet»  whether  the  condition  required  of  Michigan 
Dad  been  perfbrnied. 

Sotne  reference  bad  been  made  to  ihe  Stale  of  Mary- 
land in  the  couree  of  the  argument,  which,  by  the  by,  he 
did  not  think  at  alt  parallel  to  the  caie  of  Michiean;  but, 
aa  it  had  been  mentioned,  he  would  aay  that  ifthe  peo- 
ple of  Maryland,  or  any  other  Slate,  thought  proper  at 
any  time,  by  a  convention,  however  originated  or  or- 
ganized, to  change  her  constitution,  Congress  would 
have  no  right  to  interfere,  unless  she  departed  from  a 
republican  form  of  government.  It  was  an  sflTair  entire* 
ly  domestict  and  Ihe  authorily  of  Congress  to  intermed- 
dle in  the  matter,  unJer  any  circumstances,  could  only 
be  by  force  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  by  which  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government  is  guarantied  by  the  United 
States  to  the  States,  Tespectively*  Hie  evil  of  loch  a 
course,  if  any,  would  be  confined  to  tlic  citizens  of  the 
State  ilselfi  and  neither  the  General  Government,  nor 
thst  of  any  olber  Slate,  would  have  a  right  to  interfere, 
as  long  as  the  republican  form  of  government  was  pre- 
served. But  the  case  of  Michigan  fell  far  short  of  this,  and, 
in  his  judgment,  invulved  no  question  which  could  alarm 
(he  most  apprehenaive.  It  was  a  case  which  could  only 
occur  on  the  formation  attd  adrntsition  of  new  States,  and 
could  be  drawn  into  precedent  under  no  other  circum- 
stances. The  ^mple  question,  he  repeated,  was,  has 
Michigan  complied  with  the  conditions  required  of  her.^ 
The  preamble  affirmed  that  she  had,  and,  beKeving  it  to 
be  true,  he  should  vote  for  retaining  it. 

Mr.  DANA  said:  1  have  listened  with  atlention  to  the 
arguments  of  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  admission  of 
Michigan  into  the  Union,  and  have  perceived  no  sound 
reason  fur  rejecting  her  application.  She  has,  as  is  ad- 
mitted by  tboae  gentlemen,  complied  with  all  the  condi- 
tions required  orher.  She  has  the  requisite  population  t 
shehaslormed  a  republican  conatilutioni  and  Congress, 
by  its  act  of  last  le^sion,  hss  spproved  of  that  constitution. 
And  does  not  an  imperious  duty  rest  on  us  to  receive  that 
State  into  the  Onion^  She  asks  it,  and  lam  satisfied, 
that  we  arc  bound  to  grant  her  requeat.  And  why  not 
do  it  now,  sirf  We  are  told  by  the  honorable  gentle* 
man  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhocit,]  that  we  can- 
not do  it  » ithout  a  violation  of  the  constitution;  and  by 
the  honorable  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Moaait,]  that  it 
cannot  be  done  without  dissolving  the  elements  uf  our 
Union?  But  how  stands  Ihe  caser  Let  us  advert  totbe 
principles  and  fads  on  which  this  question  rests.  Sir,  a 
ionfr  and  severe  contest  had  exis'ed  between  Michigan 
and  Ohio  in  relation  to  their  boun<lary  line,  each  clum- 
ing  the  same  territory,  and  each  ready  to  defiend  it  with 
Ibeir  fives.  Michigan  eUimed  an  admission  into  the 
Unionj  but  Congress  could  not  adm'it  her,  standing  as 
she  did  in  a  hostile  attitude  towards  one  of  the  States  of 
the  Union,  until  the  exciting  question  of  boundary  was 
settled.  And  the  wisdom  of  this  measure  is  apparent  to 
(very  <me.  To  have  admitted  her  with  her  quarrel  into 
the  Union  would  have  been  dangerous  and  ruinous.  Con- 
gress, therefore,  in  the  first  place,  proceeded  toB<  ttle  the 
boundary  line  between  these  contending  parties,  upm 
principles  conceived  to  be  right,  and  then  lo  limit  and 
prescribe  the  boundaries,  and  point  out  the  territory 
over  .which  Michigan  should  have  jiirisdictiont  and  then, 
in  the  same  act  of  June,  it  approved  of  her  conittitution, 
and  provided  for  her  admission  into  the  Union  by  the 
proclamation  uf  the  President,  if  a  majority  of  delegates, 
chosen  by  the  people  fur  that  sole  purpose,  should  give 
llieir  assent  to  the  terms  of  admisuon  prescribed  by  said 
act.  And  to  me  it  appears  that  the  only  question  fur  us 
to  consider  i^  have  a  msjority  uf  a  convention,  thus 
clioaen,  given  tbe<r  assent  to  the  terms.of  admission^  If 
Ibry  bare,  we  arc  bound,  sir,  lo  admit  tbem. 


It  i*  (indentood,  air,  that  a  conTcntion  of  the  people 
of  Michigan  was  held  in  September  last,  who  did  not 
give  their  assent  lo  the  terms  of  admisuon  prescribed  by 
this  actf  and  of  course  the  President  did  not  admit  tbit 
State  into  Ihe  Union  by  proclamation.  It  is  further  un- 
derstood, that  a  second  convention  waa  held  on  the  15ih 
December  last,  who  did  give  their  assent  to  the  temi 
prescribed  by  ibe  act,  aa  before  mentioned;  but  the  tn- 
denee  of  tbii  assent  waa  not  eomnuinieited  to  ibe  PteH< 
den(  until  after  Ibe  present  session  of  Congress.  He  did 
not  admit  ibe  State  by  proclamation,  but  said  be  sbonld 
have  done  so  bad  he  received  evidence  of  tlte  fact  of  the 
assent  of  the  convention  during  the  recess.  As  be  did 
not,  he  baa  nibmitted  Uie  subject  to  the  present  Coo- 
gresa. 

These,  sir,  are  the  facta.  And,  now,  what  are  Ibe  pim- 
ciples  by  which  we  are  lo  be  governed  in  the  case?  If. 
sir,  1  understand  any  thing  of  iUtutea.  or  tbetr  construe- 
lion,  the  act  of  Congress  of  last  June,  defining  tlx 
limits  and  regulating  the  jurisdiction  of  Hicfaigal^  ic- 
Cepting  hercDnstitutiiHirand  providing  for  hersdaikwm 
into  the  Union  ss  an  independent  Slate,  stands,  u  it  erei 
hss  stood,  an  act  of  Congress.  That  section  of  it,  hov- 
ever,  witich  authorized  the  President  lo  admit  this  Stite 
by  proclamation,  not  having  been  acted  upon  by  him,  is 
inoperative,  a  dead  letter.  The  power  delegated  byCoa> 
gresa  to  bin*,  now  reverie  to  Uiev,  and  we  can  admit  up- 
on the  same  lerms  on  which  we  authorized  the  Presidest 
te  admit  this  SUte,  or  we  can  admit  upon  such  other 
terms  ss  Congress  shall  deem  wise  and  expedient.  But, 
sir,  we  src  told  by  grave  and  learned  Senators  that  Con- 
gress having  authorized  the  President  to  perrornlbii 
service  on  a  certain  contingency,  that  be,  and  beskmei 
can  receive  this  State  into  the  Union.  la  this  souM 
doctrine?  Can  it  be  ao?  Let  ua  examine  this  podtioo. 
On  receiving  evidence  of  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  tbe 
convention,  the  President  was  authorized  lo  admit  thii 
State  into  the  Union.  He  does  not  receive  this  evidence, 
or  not  in  season,  and  the  subject  is  submitted  lo  Con- 
gress. Now,  air,  my  apprehension  ia,  that  the  Prcn- 
dent's  powerxconferred  by  the  act  has  ended;  that  it  »• 
reverted  to  Congress,  and  they  alone  can  eiewaie  it- 
Does  a  delegated  power  fur  a  apecific  otnect,  and  »«> 
limited  time,  always  continue?  Cannot  those  wbouiH 
stitute  an  agent  afso  revoke  hia  power?  And 
not  eiercise  that  power,  when  voluntarily  surrenderw 
by  the  agent?  If  not,  1  have  yet  to  learn  the  fint  prin- 
ciples of  statutes  and  their  coiistnictiun.  Yea,  sir,  is 
my  bumble  opinion,  we  have  s  right  to  tzercise  ui" 
powers  we  delegated  to  the  President,  and  that  seChM 
of  the  statute  granting  them  will  not  be  "i'*'"**^'  .■J?^ 
section  is  dead,  and  as  ii  it  never  had  paaed;  sad  IW 
powers  return  lo  us,  and,  I  trust,  to  be  exercised  by  a 
in  the  admiision  of  ihia  State. 

But,  sir,  we  are  met  with  another  objection,  Ti*= 
That  a  majoriiy  of  the  convention  have  not  aisenieo  i" 
the  terms  prescribed  in  the  act  of  June  Ust.  We  »re 
told,  sir,  that  one  convention  assembled  for  the  purpo" 
of  giving  their  sssent,  but  withheld  it,  and  that  "ne'rj"; 
ings  ought  to  be  concluwve.  Again:  the  bonorable  Sto- 
ator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ewise]  tells  us  ibat  d>«Jf^"^ 
convention  was  not  called  by  authority,  not  according  w 
it  wiginated  with  the  I«"P«' 
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ator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ewise]  tells  us  ibat  tbe^ 
convention  was  not  called  by  I 
act  of  Congreasi  that  it  wigii......        —  r- 

that  they  asst  mbled  in  tbeir  primary  meetings  ""^  '""j 
their  delegates  to  the  convention.  And  then  he  "\' 
umphantly  asks,  who  presided  at  those  meeimgs  no 
were  ihey  organized,  and  who  swore  their  oiBcenr  »V 
reply  to  tliese' positions  and  inquiries  is,  first,  ''^^"'V^ 
of  Congress  requiring  the  aaseni  of  the  convention  oow 
not  point  out  bow  the  delegates  shall  be  chosen. 
quires  the  asMot  of  a  minority  of  a  convention  ^'''^A 
the  people  for  tiiat  purpoae.>-Bere,  sir,,tbe  u'jT 
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teleg»tei  in  their  own  my.  If  a  parlicuUr  mode  had 
been  pointed  out,  that  mode  must  hare  been  pursued) 
bat  mm  there  waa  none,  the  people  were  left  to  their  own 
election,  and  ihey  have  exerciaed  their  powera  aa  they 
thought  most  judicious.  And  now,  tir,  becauM  tliey 
fa«-e  nnt  exercised  them  in  a  manner  af^eable  to  the 
viewa  of  gentlemen,  but  in  perfect  accordance  wiih  the 
■et  or  Cungreas  ohaH  we  set  aside  their  doin^  an<l 
compel  them  to  watt  year  after  year  for  the  enjoyment 
of  Iboae  riifhta  and  privileffea  to  which  they  have  lonf* 
bpcn  entitled?  *'  Who  preurled  at  tho«e  meetinfcn? 
Mow  were  they  orf^inized,  and  who  swore  their  officers?" 
Claiming  the  privik^  of  a  Yankee,  I  will  answer  (hete 
questions  by  praposmi;  other*.  Who  presided  over  (be 
meetinK*  when  the  former  delcKatra  were  chotent  and 
how  were  those  meetings  or^nized?  Who  swore  their 
vflficers^  I  bare  no  doubt  but  thst  the  town  meetinga 
were  properly  oryintsed,  governed,  and  the  officers 
duly  qtialified.  But,  sir,  U  that  a  queatlon  before  tliit 
lionormble  bodyf  Has  this  Senate  looked  into  the  organ- 
isation of  towns*  and  to  the  quaiilieations  of  their  officers' 
S'ich  an  instance  I  have  never  known,  nor  does  it  in  my 
opinion  exist.  What,  air,  shall  this  grave  Senate  con> 
verl  itaelf  into  ah  inquisitorial  body  over  primiry  as- 
•etnbTtea?  And  where  shall  we  begin,  and  where  end? 
Suppose  we  look  into  their  organization  for  tlie  year 
1836.}  That  ioquity  must  necessarily  carry  us  to  their  or< 
g-«aisation,  aad  the  qualification  of  their  offieersfor  1835| 
and  so  wc  should  go  on  to  the  first  precedent  under  the 
cooaiitvtton.  The  idea  is  too  absurd  to  dwell  upon. 
Ancf  why  should  we  doubt  a  correct  procedure  in  the 
primary  aaaembries  of  the  people  of  Michigan  any  more 
than  in  tlioee  of  Ohio,  or  any  other  Slate'  No,  airi  the 
people  of  Michigan  had  a  right  to  hold  their  primary 
nicetinga  and  choose  their  delegates,  and  they  have  done 
itf  mod  «bo  has  a  right  to  gainsay  it'  There  seems  to 
be  ft  dread  of  the  revcdoiinnaiy  character  of  these 
meetinga!  A  dread  of  the  drnng*  of  the  peopled  Sir, 
I  have  no  fear  of  either.  When  left  to  themselvei,  the 
people  will  generally  do  righti  much  more  ao  than  tlioae 
who  would  trammel  them,  and  lead  them  astray.  Nei- 
ttier  hare  I  any  of  those  apprehensions  or  gloomy  furebo- 
Anga  which  seemed  to  alarm  the  mind  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carofiiu  in  regard  to  the  violation  of 
tlie  conatitutiont  nor  have  I  any  fears- that  the  elements 
of  Ottr  Government  will  be  dissolvedi  which  seemed  to 
burden  the  anttcipattona  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Ohio,[Ur.  MoBBia,]  although  we  abould  adopt  the  pro- 
posed aeaiurea  of  admission.  Sir,  our  glorious  inde- 
pendence was  the  purchase  of  blood  and  treasure  lavish- 
ly expended,  and  our  cunstitution  and  form  of  govern- 
ment ttie  result  of  mature  wisdooi  and  experience  com- 
tunedt  and  are  these  States,  alter  all,  bound  together  by 
such  feeble  |i|famenta?  1«  the  value  of  our  Union  so 
alightly  appreotalcd  aa  lo  be  diasolved  upon  fulae  issues, 
Snd  for  trivial  causes}  1  will  not  indulge  in  such  antici- 
pattona,  cspeeially  not  as  the  consequence  of  this  meas- 

Ifaieh,  sir,  has  been  objected  to  the  passing  of  ibis  bill, 
bteausc  the  firtt  convention  of  delegates  withheld  their 
■■ent  to  the  requisitions  of  the  act.  I  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised that  they  did)  nor  ought  ihia  to  operate  in  any  way 
against  their  aut>srquent  aawtit.  Consider  for  a  mo- 
iient  the  Ktoation  of  ihe  people  of  Michigan,  when  they 
Aom  their  delegates  to  the  first  convention.  They  , 
were  then  agitated  by  the  question  of  boundary*  they  : 
Were  disappointed  at  the  deciaion  of  Congresst  they 
were  smarting  under  *the  wounds  they  IimI  received  ! 
from  Ohioi  and,  not  having  time  nor  being  in  a  condi- 
tian  to  refleirt  upon  the  advantages  and  disiwvantagea  of 
a  unioo  with  the  BtBtea^  they  did  not  content  to  the 
lerms  proposed  by  the  National  r^gialatiire.  Is  tbia, 
tbea.  str«nge>  Woul<l  it  not  bftve  been  mott  strange 
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if,  under  the  circnmalancea,  they  had  given  their  assent? 
Dut,  sir,  whi^n  passion  had  subsided,  and  opportnnity  had 
been  given  for  reflecting  upon  the  situation  a  State 
out  of  the  Union,  they  diseorered  that  they  were  de- 
priving themielvcs  of  great  and  inraiimable  advantsgcst 
that  their  present  state  was  one  nf  M'eskness  and  expo* 
sure,  and  strength  and  protection  could  only  be  found  in 
the  Union.  Was  it,  then,  wonderful  that  a  change  of, 
sentiments  should  have  taken  place?  No,  sir,  it  would 
have  been  much  more  wonderful  if  a  change  in  this  re- . 
sped  bsd  not  taken  place.  And  is  it  tnie  that,  because 
one  convention  di<l  not  consent  to  the  terms  prescribed, 
aiinther  could  not?  No,  air,  if  one  or  two,  or  even 
a  dnzen  convention*,  had  refuted  their  assent  to -the  con-  ' 
diiions,  and  afterwards,  upon  reflection,  the  people 
changed  their  minds,  and  chose  a  convention,  a  nujuriiy 
of  whom  at  last  gav«  (heir  assent,  they  would  even  tiieit 
have  Iwd  an  incontestable  right  of  admiasion  into  the 
Union.  Besides,  this  last  convention  wss  chosen  by 
about  three  thousand  votes  mnre  than  the  former  one. 

Sir,  actuated  by  these  princi|>lcs,  applied  to  these 
facts,  I  can  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  rights  of  Michlgsn 
in  ibis  ca»e,  and  Ihe  path  of  our  duty  ia  equally  clear. 
But  I  am  not  for  admitting  them  without  retaining  the 
preamble  in  the  bill.  That  connects  their  admission 
with  the  terms  prescribed  in  the  act  of  June,  and  that 
settles  the  boundary  line  between  Michigan  and  Ohio, 
and  puts  sn  end  to  the  long  and  bitter,  if  not  bloody, 
contest  in  which  those  two  States  have  been  involved* 
Nothing  can  be  more  abhorrent  to  (he  feclingi  of  every 
friend  of  liberty  and  humanity,  (han  a  fratricidal  war  be- 
tween two  of  the  Slates  of  this  Union.  I  would  never 
admit  Michigan  and  her  quarrel,  but  it  should  be  fully 
and  permanently  settled  before  she  becomes  one  of  the 
United  States. 

I  concur,  sir,  in  the  views  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  STBAtres,^  that  if  this  quea- 
tlon ahould  be  brongtit  up  hereaher,  it  miiit  be  aettled 
by  a  judieisl  Iribunil.  But  the  act  of  Congress  prescri- 
bing and  making  known  the  terms  of  admiMion,  and  the 
assent  of  the  convention  to  those  terms,  together  with 
the  preamble  of  the  present  bill,  would,  I  apprehend, 
throw  an  inauperable  barrier  in  the  way  of  a  recovery 
by  Michigan.  I  am  therefore  for  retaining  the  preamble. 

A  single  thought  more,  and  I  have  dune.  It  is  not 
denied  that  Michigan  embracea  a  population  which  en- 
titles her  to  a  rank  among  her  sitter  Stxtesi  that  she  has 
formed  a  republican  constitution  and  organized  her  Gov- 
ernment under  it,  anil  that  Congress  liave  approved  of  it. 
She  has  alio  given  her  aaaent  to  (he  terms  prescribed, 
and  now  presenis  herself  fur  admission  into  the  Union, 
and  for  her  legitimate  rank  aa  an  independent  sovere^n 
State.  Her  claim  is  not  without  precedent,  but  hat  fra< 
qurntly  been  conceded  to  othera.  Now,  let  ra^  ask, 
what  it  the  duty  of  Congress^  Have  we  a  right  to  deny 
her  this  privilege?  Shall  we  continue  to  debar  her, 
from  year  to  yettr,  of  rights  and  privileges  to  which  ah* 
is  entitled,  and  which  she  demands  at  our  hands?  Sir,  .' 
a  aolemn  duty  devolves  upon  us,  and  1  trust  that  we 
ahall  best  discharge  it  by  immediately  admitting  tbit 
State  into  (he  Union. 

Mr.  WALKER  aaid  that  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina [Mr.  Calbouh]  seemed  to  consider  the  questioa 
of  (he  admission  of  Michigan  aa  a  State  of  the  Union,  at 
the  present  sessiim  of  C-mgress,  as  fraught  with  alarming  . 
consequences.  The  preamble  of  (he  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration, the  Senator  tells  us,  imbodiea  principles  an*  - 
archical,  revdutionary,  and  subversive  of  Ibc  constitu*  . 
tion  of  (he  Union.    The  Scnaior  says  Congress  can  call , 
no  other  conven(ion  than  one  to  amend  the  constitution 
of  the  Union.    Vet,  said  Mr.  W.,  (hey  have  repeatedly 
cilled  conventions  to  enable  the  people  within  eertaitt  < 
territoHal  limits  to  form  ,§^eS>er^!V)SX^K^  . 
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W.  Kftd  extraetB  from  nrioui  acU  of  CoRgrr u  to  tbi> 
effect. 

[Hr.  Calbouk  here  nid  he  intended  to  sty  thxt 
Congreu  could  call  no  convention  in  a  State,  and 
that  Michigan  waa  a  Slate  when  tbia  conrention  waa 
called.] 

If,  then,  said  Mr.  Waikkr,  Uicbiftain  ii  a  State,  or 
vaa  CO  wlicn  thia  convention  waa  called  or  auentbled, 
why  doca  the  genltcman  rcfuae  Co  eonakler  ber  aa  a 
State,  and  denjr  Iter,  not  only  nov,  but  till  next  year, 
any  repreientation  in  the  Senate  of  the  Union.  If  she 
(Uichigsn)  i»  a  Slate,  as  the  gentleman  a«serte,  t>lie  must 
be  entitled  (o  all  the  rights  uf  a  State,  and  eipecially  to 
the  moat  important  of  all  Ihoae  rights,  (hat  of  represent- 
ation in  the  Congress  of  tiie  Union.  Sir,  said  Mr.  W., 
thia  convention  m  Michigan  has  been  aucmbled,  ai  in 
former  case*,  by  a  people  paating  from  territorial  pu- 
pilage to  Slate  aovereignty,  and  ii  called  by  C^tngreaa 
in  the  tame  manner  as  aimilar  conventions  have  been 
heretofore  called  by  Cungreas,  for  the  aame  purpoie. 
But  if  Michigan  be  a  Stale,  and  it  be  a  viulatton  of 
State  sovereignly  to  authorize  the  people  to  call  a  con- 
vention, is  it  not  equally  a  violation  of  State  sovereignty 
IbrCongreuto  authcrize  the  Legislature  lo  call  a  con- 
vention in  Michigan,  and  espt-cially  to  call  auch  a  con- 
vention in  a  manner  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Gonftilulion  of  MichiganF  Yet  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  adopts  the  proceedings  of  the  first  convention, 
mnd  disowns  the  proceedings  uf  the  second  convention. 
Was  the  first  convention  called  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  of  Congress^  If  so,  that  conrention,  according 
to  the  Senator's  argument,  is  a  gross  violation  of  the 
constitution  of  the  Union;  and  yet,  il  that  convention 
WM  not  called  in  purauaiice  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
the  dissent  oF  the  convention  to  the  terms  proposed 
by  Congress  can  have  no  effect.  Now,  one  of  the 
express  grotinds  upon  which  the  first  convmiion  re- 
ioaed  ita  assent  to  the  terms  propnsed  by  Congress 
«a^  that  the  convention  then  assembled  bad  no  control 
over  Ibe  boundary  question ;  the  Legislature  not  having 
pursued  the  mode  designated  by  the  constitution  of 
Mtcliigan,  in  ca'ling  ibe  convention.  And  yet  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  would  give  efticacy  to  the  pro< 
eeedinfia  of  thia  convention,  which  diseUims  its  own 
Mlbority  and  constitutional  exi&lencc,  whilst  he  denies 
the  authority  of  the  list  convention,  assembled  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  Cuogress.  The  act  providing  for 
the  admission  of  Michigan  as  a  State  of  the  Union  de- 
BMods,  aa  a  prerequisite  of  admission,  the  assent  of  a 
cenveolion  ofdelegatea  elected  by  the  people  of  Micbi- 

Ein,  for  the  sde  purpose  of  giving  such  asaent.  The 
tervention  of  the  Legislature  waa  not  required,  nay,  it 
waa  previously  dispensed  with;  fur  the  bill,  aa  proposed 
at  the  last  session,  did  ii<  st  require  legislative  action  \  but 
that  chuse  of  the  bill  was  stricken  out,  aa  Mr.  W. 
conceived,  to  satisfy  those  who  contended  that  the  Le- 
glfelature could  not,  but  by  the  assent  of  two  thirds  of  that 
body,  assemble  a  convention  for  any  purpoae  whatever, 
and  that  the  aasent  of  a  majority  of  the  people  waa  all 
that  Congress  required.  But  now  the  utmost  authority 
is  given  to  legislative  action  by  those  who  denied  its 
Mthority  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  A  convention 
of  delegates,  elected  by  the  penple,  was  all  that  Con- 
gress required.  That  convention  has  assembled,  and 
there  is  satisfactory  evidence  that  it  did  truly  represent 
the  wishes  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  Il 
was  a  convention  called,  not  by  Cnngreas,  but  in  pur> 
nance  of  tiie  act  of  Cungreasi  and  the  act  required  no 
otber  authority.  The  President  dcctares  that  thia  cun- 
vention  has  so  assembled,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Con- 
rreas,  and  that  if  Congress  were  not  in  sesKon,  he  would 
Save  issued  his  proclamation  for  the  admission  uf  Michi- 
gan. 


N*4-w,  said  Mr.  W.,  the  aet  of  Congress  authorized  the 
Preaident  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
convention,  and  admit  Michigan.  He  hu  formed  ud 
eommunicafed  to  ua  that  opintcn,  and  now  gentlemen 
would  not  give  the  effect  even  otorima  facie  evidence  lo 
the  President's  opinion,  aa  now  officially  cnmmunicatrd  to 
this  body.  If  the  President  was  satisfied  with  the  valid4iy 
of  the  assenting  convention,  he  might,  undi-r  ibe  law, 
have  proclaimed  Michigan  a  member  of  tlie  Union.  He 
tells  ua  he  ia  aatUfied;  and  yet  now  that  optmm  ia  to  have 
no  effect  whatever.  All  that  Congresa  deaired  was  the 
assent  of  a  convention  of  the  people,  not  of  the  Liegida- 
tureof  Michigani  and  if  the  convention  be  revolutionary, 
the  act  of  Congress  is  revolutionary;  for  it  requirea  no 
asaent  or  aanclion  of  the  LegiaUture  of  Michigan.  But 
if  the  second  convention  be  revolutionary,  because  not 
called  in  pursuance  of  any  law  of  Michigar,  whjr  is  not 
the  first  convention  still  more  clearly  revolutionarx,  bc- 
cauae  called  in  defiance  of  the  prori^ons  of  llie  constitu- 
tion of  Michigan^  But,  said  Mr.  W.,  if  Hichigan(bccai»e 
a  State  by  the  adoption  by  her  people  <iS  their  Slate  con- 
stitution before  the  last  session  of  Congress,  why,  when  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewiro,]  at  the  last  sesaion,  in- 
troduced his  bill  to  annul  all  that  badpafeed,  andc&ll  ng, 
by  the  mere  act  ofCongreas,  a  new  convention  in  Michi- 
gan, did  not  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Ur.  Cal- 
■ock]  then  oppoae  that  act  of  Congreas  for  calliDg  that 
convention  in  what,  it  appears,  the  Senator  eonridera 
Ibe  State  of  Bficbigan?  Yet  all  the  Senator'*  frienda 
who  voted  on  that  bill  voted  for  it)  and,  of  courae«  if  ibe 
Senator's  present  position  be  correct,  violated  the  cosssli- 
tution  of  the  Union.  It  is  somewhat  tetnarkable  that 
Michigan  is  regarded  by  many  as  a  Territory,  when  that 
view  of  the  question  will  ejtchide  her  from  the  Unionj 
and  that  again  she  ia  held  up  aa  a  Slate,  when  that  posi- 
tion, it  is  supposed,  will  delay  her  admission. 

Hr.  W.  concluded  by  observing  that,  in  bis  ofHoioi^ 
to  delay  longer  the  admission  of  Michigan  wouM  be  an 
aet  of  the  clearest  injustice,  and  a  violation  of  the  qiirit 
of  the  constitution  and  uf  the  ordinance  of  1785. 

Mr.  TIPTON  addressed  the  Senate  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  Again,  aaid  he,  we  bave  before  us  the  queatien  of 
admitting  Michigan  into  the  Union  aa  a  member  of  this 
confederacy.  This  subject  is  an  old  acquaintance.  Four 
years  ago  it  came  before  us  in  the  formof  a  memoriat 
from  bcr  Territorial  Legidalure,  pra)ing  Congresa  to 
authorize  the  election  of  delegalea  1u  a  convention,  for 
the  purpoae  of  framing  a  coostituttun,  and  to  provide  for 
her  admission  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  ezibting  States.  The  subject  was  referred  to  a  se- 
lect cummitiep,  and  a  bill  waa  reported  accordingly ;  which, 
however,  did  not  find  favor  with  a  majority  of  the  Sen- 
ate uf  that  day.  Every  effort  made  by  ita  friends  waa 
met  by  motions  to  postpone,  lay  on  the  table,  or  adjourn; 
the  opposition  having  the  power  in  the  Senate  to  give  the 
bill  the  go-by,  the  sesnon  closed  without  paasin^  the  bill, 
and,  as  he  thought  at  the  time»  in  denial  of  justice  to  Uie 
pt^ople  of  Michigan. 

The  people  of  the  Territory,  thus  left  to  seek  justice 
under  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  July,  17S7,  in  tbeir 
own  way  appohited  delegates  to  a  convention,  to  form 
a  conatitution  and  State  Government  for  themaelves.  But, 
unfortunately,  by  their  conatitution,  they  claimed  juria. 
diction  over  a  portion  of  the  territon- of  the  neighboring 
Stales.  Thry  claimed  to  include  within  the  juriadictional 
limits  of  Michigan  more  than  a  thojaand  square  milea  of 
the  State  of  Indiana.  This  territory  was  given  to  Indi- 
ana b^  an  act  of  Congreuof  the  19th  of  April,  1816, 
authorizing  the  people  uf  Indiana  to  fo<  m  a  conatitution 
and  Slate  Government.  The  territory  was  accepted  by 
Indiana,  her  laws  extended  over  if,  aiid  thereby  placed 
beyond  the  control  of  Congress  oF-any  other,  poacr  ex* 
cept  that  of  the  pe»ni^iffreAn|«&0©gl€i  of  ^ 
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cniwtilution  of  Michigtn  which  Uyi  ft  claim  tojuritdic' 
bon  over  it*  therefoN',  contrary  to  the  eomtUation 
apd  laws  of  the  United  Stilea,  and  neeetnrily  void. 

By  the  act  of  Congrea  of  the  15th  of  June,  1836, 
Michigan  wax  admitted  into  the  Union  on  certtin  coii' 
ditions.  one  of  which  preaeribed  the  limits  within  which 
ahe  was  to  ezcrciK  juriidictioni  confining  her  southern 
boundary  (o  a  line  drawn  through  a  point  ten  miles  north 
of  the  aoadiera  extreme  of  Like  Michigan,  which  line 
ia  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana.  To 
the  boundariea  thus  [ireacribed,  Michigan  was  required 
to  give  her  assent  by  'a  convention  of  delegates  elected 
by  the  people  for  lhat  sole  purpose.  The  Presiilenl  of 
the  United  Statri,  on  being  notified  that  the  assent  of 
Michigan  was  given  to  the  terms  prescribed  by  Con- 
gress^ was  authorized  and  required  lo  issue  his  procli- 
matioft  announcing  the  factt  upon  which  she  was  lo  be 
adnitted  into  the  Union  without  ftirther  legidaiion  on 
the  part  of  Congresa. 

it  appear^  by  the  documents  communicated  to  the 
Senate  by  the  President,  that  there  have  been  two  con- 
ventions held  in  Michigan  since  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
greaa  in  July  brt.  The  delegates  composing  the  first 
were  elected  in  pursuance  of  aUwofherLegislature.  The 
conveBtioa  consisted  of  forty-nine  members,  met  at  Ann 
Arbsr  in  the  month  of  September,  anil,  by  a  vote  of  38 
loSl.  refused  to  accept  the  terms  of  admission  proposed 
by  CoBgreas.  Yarious  causes  operated,  we  are  told,  to 
produce  ifais  mult.  The  people  of  Michigan,  finding 
tlie  very  unpleasant  position  in  which  they  were  placed 
by  the  non-acceptance  of  the  terms  of  admission  pro- 
posed to  them,  met  in  primary  assemblies,  snd  resolved 
lo  hold  elections  in  the  different  counties  for  delegates 
to  a  conrention,  to  accept  the  terms  of  admission  pro- 
posed. 

Klectlons  werehulden  in  hi  orderly  and  proper  manner 
in  every  county  but  two.  Near  three  thousand  more  votea 
were  polled  at  this  than  at  the  former  election.  About 
70  delegates  were  chosen,  who  met  in  convention  on  Uie 
I4lh  ult.,and  by  their  resolutioiii  now  on  our  tables, 
unantmously  acceded  to  the  terms  upon  which  their  sd- 
wssion  was  prorided  for. 

Honorable  SeoatU's  on  the  opposite  side  of  this  ques- 
Uon  deny  the  legality  of  this  latter  convention.  I'hey 
tell  u  it  savors  of  revolution  or  misrule,  ia  subversive  of 
the  cotMtUotion  and  prindplea  of  the  Government  under 
whicb  we  Uve,  lacks  the  suiction  of  law,  and  does  not  by 
any  means  express  the  sentiments  of  the  people  of  Mich- 
igan. What  would  the  honorable  Senators  have  had  the 
people  of  Michigan  to  do?  Congress  had  prescribed  no 
aetbod  to  be  pursued  by  ttiem  m  electing  delegates  to 
the  eewvenlion.  It  swd  nothing  about  a  law  of  the  Legis* 
tslnre  of  Michigan  being  necessary  to  legalize  the  election. 
Hot,  on  the  other  hand,  the  delegates  who  composed  the 
6rat  convention  declared,  in  the  preamble  to  their  reao- 
Intioos,  that  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  derived  no  pow- 
er from  their  constitution  to  authoroe  or  direct  the  elec- 
tion of  delegates  lo  a  convention. 

If  a  competent  authority  had  laid  down  rules  by  which 
Ihcae  electiras  were  to  be  conducted,  tlie  ((ualification 
of  Wtn,  ttc,  they  would  have  been  hapficitly  obeyedi 
bvl  M  nothing  Is  said  fai  the  constitution  or  bw  upon  the 
subject,  the  people  were  left  to  pursue  such  a  mode  of 
aniving  at  the  object  as  they  thought  proper,  and  we 
tears  that  the  elections  were  conducted  in  the  manner 
heretofore  usual  in  the  Territory.  With  this  I  am  satis- 
led.  I  consider  it  a  convention  of  delegates  ducted  by 
the  people,  fur  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the  assent  re- 
qnircdi  that  they  have  given  the^r  assent  will  not,  I  pre* 
mme,  be  denied.  And,  such  being  the  case,  1  (eel  hound, 
from  ft  eeDae  of  justice,  to  fulfil  the  agreement  made 
with  them  on  our  part. 
Mr.  T.  Mid  Iw  wa*  sonewbat  nii^ised  by  the  course 


pursued  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Ur.  Mor< 
BIS.]  That  Senator  was  a  member  of  the  Judictaty 
Committee,  who  reported  the  bill  under  considerattoii, 
knew  the  views  entertained  by  the  majoniy  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  now  he  moved  to  recommit  (he  bill,  with  in* 
structions  to  strike  out  ihe  preamble,  because,  as  he  telta 
us,  it  recognises  the  actiun  of  the  last  convention  of  del* 
egates.  1'he  mode  pursued  in  electing  delegates  lo  that 
convention  he  is  pleased  to  characterise  as  revolutions- 
ryt  and  he  tells  u%  all  liiat  is  necessary  is  to  s'rike  out 
the  preamble,  and  repesi  the  third  section  of  the  law 
of  the  15th  of  June,  requiringthe  assent  of  the  people  of 
Michigan  to  the  terms  of  admission,  and  all  will  be  right. 
I  suppose  he  thinks  sll  is  sufe  as  regards  his  own  State, 
and  that  others  must  take  care  of  themselves.  Sir,  1 
hope  that  the  members  of  this  Senate  will  bear  in  mind 
thai,  in  framing  the  constitution  of  Ohin,  doubts  existed 
whether  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  the  southern  extreme 
of  I^ke  Michigan  would  terminate  upon  Lake  Erie  or 
the  betrnt  riveri  and  the  convention  incorporated  i* 
the  6tli  section  of  the  7th  article  of  the  constitution 
of  (hat  State,  a  provision,  that  if  the  line  referred  to 
should  not  include  the  most  northerly  cape  of  ibe  Mau- 
mee  bay,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  northern  boundary 
was  to  be  extended  so  far  north  as  to  include  it,  with  the 
assent  of  Congress.  And,  sir,  the  honorable  mev^n 
from  Ohio,  in  this  and  the  other  branch  of  Congress  ban 
labored  incessantly  for  forty  years  to  obtain  the  asMiit 
of  Congress  to  that  provision,  and  it  was  not  until  the  fauk 
session  that  a  law  could  be  passed  fixing  that  boundary 
as  he  wished  it,  and  now  the  honanU)le  member  tells  m 
all  is  well.  He  is  willing  lo  strike  ihe  preamble  from 
ibis  bill,  and  repeal  the  third  section  of  the  law  of  last 
session,  both  of  which  require  the  agreement  of  Mich- 
igan to  take  the  northern  boundary  of  Indiana,  aa 
now  established,  as  her  southern  limit.  Sir,  I  shall  vote 
against  the  recommitment,  and  against  striking  out  the 
preamble  of  the  present  bill.  I  view  the  preamble  as  in 
fact  the  key  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  bill* 
and  as  important  as  any  part  of  >l.  If  it  be  stricken  oot,  I 
must  vote  against  the  liill.  To  pass  the  bill  without  the 
preamble,  would,  in  my  jmlgmeni,  endanger  tlie  pcao* 
of  more  than  one  State.  To  retain  it  can  be  pro- 
ductive of  no  evil,  whiUt  striking  it  out  might  be  follow- 
ed by  serious  consequences.  It  might  give  Michigan 
grounds  to  believe  that  she  would  be  supported  here  in 
the  extraordinary  claim  the  has  set  up  to  more  than  ■ 
thousand  square  miles  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana,  a  territo- 
ry which  Indiana  will  never  resign. 

I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Judicia- 
ry Committee.  It  will  quiet  forever  the  unjustifiable 
claim  of  Michigan  to  a  pivtion  of  the  Stale  from  wluob  I 
come.  I  am  anxious  she  should  be  ^admitted  into  tlM 
Union,  when  this  can  be  done  with  a'due  regard  to  the 
inlerrsls  of  the  neighboring  Sialesi  and  I  think  this  can 
be  best  effected  by  passing  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  thft 
committee. 

Before  Ihe  question  was  taken,  on  motion  of  Mr  EW 
IN6,  of  Ohio, 
The  Senste  adjourned. 


TOKSDIT,  JlNDART  3. 

After  the  reception  and  reference  of  sundry  petitionSt 
the  Senate  resumed  the  cnnsideraiion  of  the  bill  decla* 
ring  the  admiiaion  into  the  Union  of 

THE  STATE  OF  MICHIGAN. 

The  question  pending  was  on  a  motion  made  yester- 
day by  Mr.  Mobbi*,  to  strike  out  the  preamble  of  the 
bill.  This  motion  Mr.  M.  now  varied,  by  moving  an 
amendment  to  the  preamble,  (reca|Htulatii^  the  pro- 
ceedings  in  Michigan  under  the  act  of.the  last  sesMon  of 
CongKSi  Ibr  the  tdmissi^gipfetf^^  «««#6K5g*e»w*"- 
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eaiion  he  wis  ctetinmi  of  trying  before  the  question 
ihould  be  iftken  on  ttriking  oiit  the  preamble. 

Mr.  RWING,  of  Ohio,  rose  and  addrctfed  the  Senate 
nearly  as  rollowa; 

To  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  («ald  he)  I  have  no 
other  objection  ihin  thkt  which  I  stated  at  the  last  sea- 
ainn,  vizi  ihst  I  feel  rcliictinl  to  admit  a  new  Slate  into 
the  Uitioni  unleis  she  come  in  regularly,  in  accordance 
irilh  a  taw  nf  Cnnjpren  previously  enacted. 

nut  I  waived  this  nbjeet-on  in  the  case  of  Arkansas, 
beeauw  a  precedent  had  been  set  by  the  admission  of 
MieliiKan  at  Ihe  last  session.  Still,  however,  1  think  it 
wronf;t  the  practice  is  loose,  irregular,  and  calculated  to 
lead  to  bail  oonif  quencei.  And  I  think  it  proper  to  say 
that  in  the  present  question,  in  any  of  its  forms,  the 
Slate  of  Ohio  has  no  interest  whatever;  none  in  the  pre- 
ainble,  none  in  the  bill  itselF,  gave  thai  interest  which  she 
thares  in  common  with  all  the  other  members  of  the  con- 
Tederacyi  and,  in  votinf^  on  this  question,  I  shall  vote 
nreciiely  an  if  Ohio  were  the  most  distant  State  in  the 
Vnion  from  Michigan,  instead  of  being  separated  from  it 
only  by  a  boundary  line,  which  line  was  once  di«puted. 

On  thij  subject  my  collesftue  and  myst-lf  entirely  con- 
cur.  Indeed,  we  have  from  the  first  dilTered  but  little 
1n  otir  opinion  as  to  the  controversy  lately  pending  be- 
tween our  Sta'e  and  Mlchigam  but  we  here  concur  en* 
tirely  a^  to  the  effect  of  this  preamble  upon  her,  and  we 
may  fairly  Hf-ime  that  we  apeak  the  opinion  and  feelings 
of  the  State  on  that  point.  We  hold  thia  preamble  un- 
Irtie  in  fact,  and  of  most  dan^roua  tendency.  Our  State, 
for  whose  benefit  genllerren  profess  to  liave  inserted  it, 
hss  no  interest  in  the  tiling.  She  dues  not  ask  fur  it| 
■nd  if  she  had  an  interest,  no  matter  huw  deep  and  vital, 
she  would  not  consent  that  that  interest  should  be  sub- 
served by  staling,  in  a  solemn  act  of  legi&iaiion,  that 
which  ia  untrue. 

Permit  me  to  rellerate  that  there  ezhta  at  this  mo- 
ment no  controversy  whatever  between  Ohio  aad  Michi* 
gan,  nor  doea  there  exist,  at  least  on  the  part  of  the 
cilizeni  of  Ohio,  the  sl'glitett  feeling  of  enmity  toward 
their  neighboring  fetlow-citizens.  There  ia  no  such 
feeling  there;  and  I  well  know  there  ia  none  here.  The 
eontrorrrsy  which  once  agitated  and  excited  them  is 
nowMtlled.  Congrea*,  by  i^s  act,  haa  aasented  to  the 
boundary  claimed  by  Ohio  In  1803,  before  Mich^n  waa 
creeled  into  a  Territory!  and  unleaa  the  act  uf^ 1805  ia 
irrevocable,  there  can  never  again  be  any  controversy 
between  Ohio  and  Michigan  on  the  question  of  boundary. 
If  it  is  pronounced  Irrevocsble,  then  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  Congress  torondify  or  touch  it,  and  Ihe  bound' 
ary  therein  apeeified  will  be  declared  by  the  Supreme 
Court  to  lie  the  true  boundary-  Bui  if  that  act  is  not 
Irrevocable,  we  are  so  affected  by  it  that  ft  never  can 
be  revived  against  Ohio. 

But  I  said  the  preamble  to  this  bill  asserts  «liat  Is  not 
a  fsicl.  1  shall  endeavor  to  make  that  position  good. 
>Vhst  is  its  language? 

••Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
June  the  fifteenth,  eighteen  hundred  snd  thirty-six,  en- 
titled *  An  act  to  eatabli^  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
Slate  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide  for  the  sdmiasion  of  the 
State  of  Hieliigan  into  the  Union,  upon  the  eondiltona 
therein  cxprciaed,'  a  convention  of  delegate*,  clecleil 
by  the  people  of  the  said  Slate  of  Hich>gan,  for  the  aote 
purpoae  of  giving  their  assent  to  the  boundaries  of  the 
ksid  Slate  of  Michigan,  as  described,  declared,  and  ettab- 
li^ed,  in  and  by  the  said  ac>,  did,  on  the  fifteenth  of 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty>si]t,  assent  to 
the  provisions  of  said  ad;  therefore"— 

Now,  1  take  it  that,  in  the  insertion  of  this  preamble, 
the  Judiciiiry  Commiltee  meant  to  declare  that  the  cun- 
venlion  referred  to  wasK  l^al  eonventioni  that  it  was 
such  a  ecnvcDtion  as  is  eontemplslcd  in  the  act  of  Con* 


gresB  for  ihe  admiaiion  of  Michigan  into  the  Union;  Ihit 
H  was  a  oonTention  accOTding  to  law.  This  ia  the  het 
aswrrted  in  the  preamble,  and  this  I  controvert. 

The  evidence  is  well  condensed  in  the  rfciul  whidi 
my  collengtie  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  preamblr, 
and  w*  have  it  more  at  large  from  the  President,  in  bit 
official  communication  now  on  our  tables.  From  ihiiil 
appears  that  a  convention,  called  by  an  aetof  dwU* 
gislature  of  Michigan,  did  assemble,  and,  after  deliben* 
tion,  did  refuse  to  enter  the  Union  under  the  eondi^ 
of  the  act  of  Congrew,  and  that  their  dissent  vsifar 
warded  to  the  ExeeutiTe.  Now,  it  is  said  by  ihehoncff. 
able  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  BtfcaiViS,} tliii 
convention  waa  not  held  according  to  the  act  ofCon- 
gress*  that  Congress  directed  the  people  to  meeti  iwl 
lhat  no  reference  was  had  in  Ihe  act  to  the  interpontiim 
of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan]  but  that  a  siibieqatol 
convention,  which,  it  is  said,  snerwards  asaemble^iloBi 
satisfied  the  law.  The  ques-ion,  then.  Is  belwrea  IM 
two  convention*.  If  the  first  waa  legal,  the  lartwMBit. 
If  the  firat  waa  not  legal,  then  we  rosy  inquire  iotolbs 
legality  of  the  second.  Now,  let  me  put  one  qoe*w« 
to  that  honorable  Senator*  I  ask  him  whether,  had  ihi 
first  convention,  inRteadof  rejecting,  accepted  thee«* 
dilinns  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress,  would  br,  M 
that  case,  have  held  that  assent  ille^l.*  Would  he  the" 
have  said  that  it  was  a  convention  not  held  aecordia|[  la 
the  act  of  Congreaaf  I  would  almost  venture  toM^ltnt 
he  would  noti  I  rather  think  the  convention  wouMhifi 
passed  pretty  well.  But  if  an,  what  hBsalieredlNemit- 
ler?  If  that  was  a  proper  mode  of  calling  a  conveirtwii 
which  assenled,  why  was  it  not  a  proper  modeof  amf 
a  convention  which  refused  its  assent  f  But  ifkw  "* 
convention  assembled  by  the  Legislature  oftbeStite 
of  Michigan  (for  our  act  did  recoffniae  her  as  a  SUtf. 
though  I  think  very  improperly)  had  dissented,  an <<• 
tempt  whatever  waa  made  by  the  cinatltuted  aulbsWiw 
of  the  State  to  bring  tt^ther  anothert  none  wh»te«r. 
But  an  assemblage  of  the  people,  in  meetings  •t''*]^'™ 
familiarly  denominated  caucuses,  was  held  in  sofiw  w 
counties  and  mutually  agreed  to  call  a  new  con«ntK«. 
Committees  get  together,  and,  after  consullsliw,  P||^ 
lish  a  time  and  place  at  which  it  ia  to  assemble.  iK 
whnte  matter  waa  utterly  unaulhorized,  save  by|>f"r 
organization,  and  waa  the  effect  of  such  oi^niftiiw- 
Will  any  man  dispute  it>  Will  any  man  pretend  thii 
this  latter  convention  was  the  effect  of  a  simultiMWi 
and  spontaneous  impulse  of  the  whole  people  of  MWi^^ 
gan*  Isihrre  any  the  least  proof  of  such  being  t**"  J*^ 
The  convention  originated  in  county  cslisi  and  ril  w* 
counties  but  two  joined  in  the  plan,  and  held  t*^!^ 
for  delegaiea.  What  evidence  ia  there  of  any  tt^»^ 
ty  in  these  elections?  ^ 

Let  ua  look  at  the  papers.    We  have,  to  be  snrfi 
act  of  the  convention  itself,  giving  the  assent  of  the  8tw 
to  the  act  of  admission,  and  which  was  tranimi"*"  " 
the  Prewdent  of  the  United  States.    And  vt  have  t« 
certificate  of  General  Williams,  aaid  to  hsve  b*'"  j?* 
presiding  officer  of  the  convention,  and  the  names  of"* 
delegatea.    But  ihere  ia  not  any  official  act  or  •jg'*'"" 
of  any  officer  known  to  the  lawa,  either  of  ^^^pV^ 
of  the  United  Blatesi  not  thesllghteM  pro<if 
election  or  qualification.    That  paper,  containing  the 
sent  of  Michigan  in  a  matter  ao  important,  i«  not  st 
authentiokttd.    Where  do  you  find  the  law accordmS  " 
which  it  was  conducted?   There  is  none.   It  f*! 
nothing.    There  waa  a  meeting  of  certain  '•^"•JT, 
held  at  a  place  called,  I  believe,  Ann  Arbortsad" 
have  certain  reaulutiona  of  theirs  which  arc  to 
againat  the  didnga  of  a  convention  held  In  P""""I^i 
a  law  of  the  State,  and  all  wlioae  ecu  are  fuKy  snd  I'p'j 
>y  authenticated.    I  cannot  recngniae  such  a  V^^K^ 
must  do  violence  tO[j^im|<^tf^§T^ '  """^ 
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k.  Even  the  clniriMn  of  the  Judioiary  Committee 
eeuU  not  do  it.  He  eilled  upon  the  Serwton  elect  (tud 
vhoM  idnifnon  here  !■  to  follow  the  punge  of  the  bill) 
to  Mjr  that  every  ihlnff  at  this  leir^tyled  conventton  wis 
veil  and  duly  conductediand  theydoMyto,  and  give  the 
prrrate  tctlen  of  ceKain  individtiali  to  that  effect.  And 
they  pre,  further— and  that  I  underttand  to  be  the  evi* 
deuce  princtpxlly  relied  on->an  article  from  a  Detroit 
neviipaper,  ilatin((  that  Mich  an  election  was  had,  woh 
convention  held,  3.000  more  votes  were  given  for  the 
dclefatca  to  this  last  eonvcntioa  than  fc»r  those  who  eon- 
■iHuted  the  first  cmvention.  This^  «r,  is  the  evidence 
to  sappwt  an  eipuiie  law  of  a  new  State  abotit  to  enter 
the  Unioni  Tei^  of  an  orgfanic  law,  the  very  highest 
aet  a  community  of  men  can  perform.  Letters,  refer* 
ring  to  other  tetters!  and  a  scrap  of  a  newspaper! 

1  am  not  satisfied  that  ihe  Government  of  my  country, 
or  of  Any  portion  of  it,  should  stand  on  such  a  founda- 
lion.  1  ant  not  willing  that  an  organic  bw  of  a  sorer* 
cign  Stale  should  be  thus  made  and  tbn&  autlientieated. 

But  aopposing  that  all  the  counties  of  Michigan  did 
agree  to  the  proposal,  and  did  send  delegates  to  this  last 
convention,  and  we  had  the  returns  of  the  elections) 
yet  who,  I  ask,  presided  at  the  polb^  Who  determin- 
ed chat  votes  should  be  received  f  How  many  votes 
was  each  bm  who  favored  the  object  peroutted  to  give' 
Who  TDlcd^  Was  it  the  qtulittcd  electors^  or  was  It  all 
the  oKi^  women,  and  ehitaren,  of  Uichigan  and  iti  viein- 
fcy? 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Msine  [Ur.  Daha]  my» 
we  are  not  in  the  habit  of  goinginto  town  meetings  to  see 
whether  the  votes  are  regularly  polled  for  members  of 
Congreasi  and  he  asks  why  we  should  be  so  particular  in 
this  ease.  The  gentleman  secmsto  have  no  conception  of 
the  difficulty  in  which  his  party  have  involved  themselves  ■ 
It  b  true,  we  don*t  go  Into  the  doingi  of  town  meet, 
faigsi  and  whyf  BecaoM  those  meetings  are  held  by 
regular  authorilyi  the  officers  who  preside  are  appointed 
by  the  State,  and  their  ccrtiflcate  is  ofReial  and  legal  ev- 
idence of  that  which  they  certify.  That  certiflcale  ia  sub- 
mitted to  a  superior  officer,  appointed  alto  according  to 
lawt  that  high  officer  of  the  State  is  known  to  the  jiaiion, 
and  bi4  certificate  is  evidence  to  us  of  all  that  it  covers, 
thus  conatiiuting  a  regular  chain  of  legal  evidence  and 
oAcial  aulhentieition*  But  here  there  is  no  offleiti,  no 
legal  evidence  whatever— nothing  but  the  eerliflcates 
atvl  Btatemenls  of  unauthorized  and  generally  interested 
Individuals, 

In  this  easp,  therefore,  if  we  sim  al  truth,  we  mint  go 
Into  detailt  we  must  poll  Ihe  voteii  we  must  see  for  our- 
selves  whether  the  people  were  called  together,  and  how 
called,  and  whether  they  obeyed  the  callt  because  we 
have  no  reguUrly  appointed  chain  of  officers  to  ascertain 
these  &CU  and  certify  them  to  us. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Tennessee  says,  that 
though  we  may  be  without  evidence  which  is  strictly  le- 
gal, yet  we  do  possess  such  evidence  as  is  made  every 
day  the  bam  of  iq^islation;  nay,  tbut  we  often  proceed 
on  much  loocer  evidcncet  and  he  teems  to  think  that  we 
mmj  well  dispense  with  that  exact  legal  evidence  on  this 
oecanlon.  And  yet  he  ssys  that  the  recital  in  the  pre- 
Bflible  of  the  bill,  containing  an  anertion  of  Fsets  of  which 
we  have  no  1^1  proof,  will  create  a  leg^l  estoppel 
against  Michigan,  which  will  forever  bar  her  from  here- 
after eontesttng  the  question  of  boundary  with  Ohio. 
Indeed!  and  what  sort  of  an  estoppel  is  this  to  bind  a 
Rwercign  and  independent  community'  The  letters  of 
A,  D,  and  C,  and  a  par^igraph  in  a  Detroit  newspaper! 
Will  Ihe  honorable  chairman  of  ihe  Judiciary  Committee 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  SUtea  i^ace  himself  upon 
this  ground  In  a  matter  of  luch  momentf  He  cannot,  I 
am  sere,  hare  duly  eonridcred  the  malteri  he  could  not 
deliberate^  trish  to  Uad  oM  9t  the  8tat«  of  thii  eonfitd- 


eracy  by  an  act  resting  on  this  loose  aasertion,  without 
evidence. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  law  of  Congress  pointed 
out  no  particular  mode  in  which  the  people  of  Michigan 
were  to  meet.  In  order  to  express  their  assent  or  disiCDt 
to  the  proposition  contained  in  (he  taW|  that  this  was  an 
omisnon  on  the  part  of  Congress  and  no  fault  in  the 
people  of  Miobigsn.  Agreed :  I  know  it  was  a  defect  in 
the  law.  I  aaw  it,  too,  at  the  time.  1  understood  and sug* 
gested  it,  but  to  no  purpose.  But  how  was  thst  bill  pas»> 
edf  It  was  forced  through  the  Senate  by  a  majority  of 
one  votet  It  was  driven  through  bte  at  nightt  and  those 
who  were  opposed  to  it  hsd  not  time  sllowed  them  to 
state  and  to  support  their  objections,  or  even  to  counsel 
with  the  majority  at  to  the  mode  of  obviating  themi  and 
for  the  reasnn,'if  I  rightly  remember,  that  one  of  the 
Senatora  on  the  other  side  wished  to  make  a  ^ort  ex- 
cursion of  buiinras  or  pleasure  into  the  country. 

I,  for  one,  looked  upnn  the  third  section  of  the  act 
for  the  admisrion  of  Michigan  as  a  perfectly  nugatory 
provision.  It  seems  to  be  supposed  that  the  Senatora 
from  Ohio  sought  the  Insertion  of  this  third  section  be* 
cauie  they  did  not  agree  that  the  assent  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Michigan  and  her  Senatora  and  RepreaenUtiva 
here  to  the  eonditions  in  the  bill  would  be  binding  on  the 
State.  We  did,  it  is  true,  hold  thst  their  asaent  would 
be  Invalid.  We  did,  it  is  true,  say  that  th«r  assent 
would  be  nugstoryt  but  wc  did  not,  thereforr,  ask  for 
the  third  section  authorising  a  convention,  and  we  held 
that  Ihe  assent  of  such  convention,  if  given,  would  be 
void  also.  And  why?  Because  Congress  had  recognised 
the  constitution  of  Midiigan  as  that  of  a  sovereign  Statei 
we  had  reoc^ised  her  Senators  as  elected  under  it,  and 
then  proposed,  by  an  act  of  Congress  to  authorize  the 
amendment  of  that  constitution  in  another  mode  than  that 
pointed  out  by  the  constitution  itself.  And  if  she  were 
a  Stale,  as  that  Isw  avers,  1  held,  snd  I  hold  now,  that 
we  could  no  more  touch  her  constitution  by  an  act  of 
Congress,  than  that  of  any  other  sovereign  Slate.  I  in- 
deed did  not  admit  that  she  was  a  Statej  hut  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  did  aver  itt  that  law  assumed  it,  and  an 
essential  part  of  iu  provisions  rested  on  the  sssumption. 
Renllemen  baring  taken  their  position,  and  sustained  it  by 
a  vote  of  the  Senate,  had  no  right  to  change  that  position! 
and  on  the  ground  chosen  by  them-'elves  we  met  them, 
and  now  meet  them.  Theact,  then,  as  it  is  now  construed 
by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvanis,  authorized  the  peo- 
ple of  a  State  to  meet  in  convention  and  amend  their 
constitutioni  and,  in  the  plenitude  of  our  power  snd  of 
our  democracy,  we  pass  by  Ihe  LegislatUTC  of  the  State, 
and  appeal  directly  to  the  peoplet  we  ask  the  people  to 
act  without  organization,  without  lawi  and  when  they,  or 
such  part  of  them  as  will  obey  our  call,  have  so  acted, 
we  pronounce  the  act  valid,  and  the  constitution  of  the 
Stste  changed.  Too  have  the  aame  right,  sir,  to  set 
aside  the  regularly  constituted  authorities  of  Ohio, -to 
psss  by  her  constitution  snd  her  Legislature,  and  appeal 
to  the  people  to  change  their  oi^nic  lawt  and  when  the 
caucus  which  you  have  so  called  shall  have  met  and 
changed  it,  you  hare  the  same  right  to  recognise  and 
hold  it  binding  upon  the  State,  The  doctrine  is  mon- 
strous, and  of  most  mischievous  ten-!ency. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
GaoaDT]  that  this  is  no  party  question.  It  is  very  true 
it  ouglit  not  to  be  made  one)  so  far  as  I  have  any  feeling 
in  the  matter,  it  can  only  be  thus  far  a  party  quettion. 
If  Ihe  parlies  in  this  republic  have  resolved  themselves 
into  a  constitutional  and  caucus  parly,  I  am  of  the  psrty 
that  gnetfnrconstilutiont  and  constitutional  government, 
against  caucus  and  a  government  by  caucus.  And  as 
this  preamble  goes  directly  to  put  do«  n  constitutional 
government,  and  put  up  in  Ha  pluevand  legalise  a  gov- 
emmCDt  by  cniciii^  I  Ia^f9f9ii9di9®^§4^@h»ir  to 
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•  ptrty  every  member  of  which^  if  true  to  hit  prliKiple% 
omit  ftlw  oppoee  it. 

When  Mr.  P.viiro  had  eoncluded* 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  itnd  ktlJreMed  the  Ch»ir  u  foU 
\nwti 

Mr.  President :  Judging  from  the  reimrks  of  the  8en- 
fttnr  rrom  South  CArulina,  [Mr.  CAtnoov,]  this  would 
seem  to  be  s  qtiestion  bifC  «i<h  the  ftle  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  country.  According  to  him,  the  adoption 
of  ibe  preamble  to  lite  bill  aclmUling  Michigan  into  the 
Union*  aa  it  wmt  reported  by  theCtADinKtcc  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, woutrl  enfcii)  upon  ut  evils  as  numerous  and  as 
deadly  as  those  contained  in  Pandora's  boi,  whilst  hope 
would  not  even  remain.  After  depicting  in  melancholy 
colors  the  cruel  destiny  of  our  conittry,  should  this  pre- 
cedent be  established,  he  concludes  by  saying,  that  in 
Btich  an  event  this  Government  would  become  **  one  of 
the  most  ntlinus  and  despotic  Governments  that  ever  ex* 
isted  on  the  face  of  the  earth." 

I  presume  it  U  attributable  to  my  colder  temperament 
that  I  feel  none  of  theee  terrors.  In  my  upininn,  ihey 
spring  altogether  from  the  Senator's  ardent  imagination 
and  creative  genius.  Since  I  came  into  pobl'tc  life,  I 
hive  known  the  country  to  be  ruined  at  least  twenty 
times,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen;  yet  it  would  aeem 
that  the  more  we  are  thtis  ruined,  the  more  we  flour* 
Ish.  Biperienee  has  taught  roe  lo  pay  little  attention  to 
these  doleful  predictions. 

The  best  answer  which  can  be  gtven  to  the  Senator  is 
to  come  at  once  to  the  question.  To  state  it  in  its  plain 
and  simple  chardCter  will  at  once  dissipate  every  fear. 
Its  decision  will  be  attended  with  but  liitle  difHculty,  be- 
ciUK  it  involves  no  new  principles;  and  as  to  its  impor- 
tance as  a  precedent,  we  shall  probably  never  hear  of  it 
again,  after  the  ailmission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union. 

What,  then,  ia  ihe  questionf  On  this  subject  our 
memories  would  veem  to  be  strangely  In  fautt.  We 
cannot  recollect  from  one  session  to  the  other.  I  wish 
to  recall  the  attention  of  Senators  lo  the  fact.  It  was 
deemed  of  great  importance  at  the  last  session  to  oblun 
the  coniient  of  Michigan  to  the  seitlcinent  of  the  bound- 
ary between  her  and  Ohio.  To  accomplish  th'ts  pur- 
pose was  then  of  ao  much  consequence,  in  our  opinion, 
that  we  offered  to  Michigan  a  large  territory  on  her 
northern  boundary,  as  a  compensation  for  what  she 
should  yield  to  Ohio  on  the  south;  and  we  made  her  ac- 
ceptance of  this  offer  a  condition  precedent  of  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union.  We  then  believed,  and  I  still 
believe,  that  this  was  the  only  mode  of  settling  forever 
the  disputed  boundary  between  Ohio  and  Michigan, 
which  hat  already  involved  us  in  so  many  difficulliei^ 
threatening  bloodshed  and  civil  war  on  that  frontier. 
This  was  then  deemed  the  only  mode  of  obtaining  an 
absolute  relinquishment  of  all  claim,  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  Hichigun,  to  Ihe  territory  in  ditputewith  Ohio. 
It  became  my  duty  at  the  last  session  lo  investigate  this 
subject  thoroughly;  and  I  had  many  conferences  upon  it 
with  the  then  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
[Mr.  Clattok] — a  man  of  aa  clear  a  head  and  as  honest 
a  heart  as  ever  adorned  this  chamber.  I  am  happy  to 
«iate  that,  although  we  concurred  in  opinion  that  Michi* 
gan  bad  no  right  to  this  territory  under  the  compact  of 
1787,  yet  we  also  believed  that  the  only  mode  of  put- 
ting the  question  at  re^t  forever  was  to  obtain  her  own 
solemn  recognition  of  the  right  of  Ohio.  Fur  this  very 
purposT,  the  third  section  was  inserted  in  the  act  of  the 
last  session,  declaring  '*  that,  as  a  compliance  with  Ihe 
fundamental  condition  of  admission"  into  the  Union,  Ihe 
boundaries  of  the  Slate  of  Michigan,  as  we  then  eslab- 
lishedlbem,  "  shall  receive  the  aasent  of  a  eonventionof 
delegates  elected  by  the  people  of'said  8tate«  fwthe 
•ole  purpose  of  giving  Ihe  assent  bcrtf  n  reqoirca*** 
SbtK  we  now»  after  MMrigan  baa  gives  this  aiMnt  in 


the  terms  prescribed,  releaw  her  from  this  (4>ngmtioa? 
Shall  we  now  ilrike  out  the  preamble  by  wfaidi  we  rec- 
ognise the  validity  and  binding  effiwt  of  the  aaaent  given 
by  the  last  convention  of  delegates,  and  thus  throw  the 
boundary  question  sgain  open?  Shall  we  undo  »U  we 
have  done  with  so  much  care  at  the  last  seanon,  nod  ad- 
mit Michigan  into  the  Union  as  tbcwgh  we  had  never  re- 
quired from  her  any  assent  to  this  condition?  I  trait 
nut.  And  here  permit  me  to  express  my  astonisfanent 
that  the  Senators  fr<Mn  Ohio  ahould  bnlh  advocate  this 
courw.  1  have  no  right  to  judge  for  them,  but  it  doca 
seem  to  me  they  are  willing  to  abandon  the  only  eecafi- 
ty  «  bieh  we  have  against  a  repetition  of  the  aoenca 
which  we  have  already  witneaaed  on  the  frontiera  of 
Ohio  and  Michigan. 

To  show  that  ray  fears  are  not  vain,  let  me  present 
the  state  in  which  this  question  will  be  placed*  in  case 
we  do  not  adopt  the  preamble.  I  think  I  may  aaaert, 
wi<h  perfect  safelv,  that  there  are  ninety'nine  ciitzeM 
of  Michigan  out  o'f  every  hundred  who  firmty  believe 
that  the  ordinance  of  1787  fiiea  Irrevocably  the  aoatbeni 
boundary  of  that  SUte.  If  this  were  its  correct  con- 
•Iruction,  it  will  not  be  denied  by  any  that  no  htinMO 
power  can  change  it  without  the  consent  of  the  people 
of  Michigan.  This  ordinance,  which  is  confirmed  by 
Ihe  constitution  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  lo  use  its  own  bn- 
guage,  iaa  compact  between  the  original  Stalea  and  the 
people  and  States  in  the  aiud  Territory,  and  must  for- 
ever remain  unalterable,  unless  by  common  conaeol. 
Hence  the  vast  importance  of  obtaining  the  consent  of 
Michigan  to  the  proposed  change  In  her  boundary.  The 
language  of  the  ordinance  under  which  she  claime  the 
disputed  territory  IS  as  follows:  "Provided,  however, 
and  it  ia  further  understood  and  declared,  that  the  bound- 
aries of  these  three  stales  (Ohio,  Indiana,  and  lllinoia) 
shall  be  subject  so  far  10  be  altered  tbaS  ii  CongrcM 
shall  hereafter  find  it  expedient,  they  shall  have  author^ 
ty  lo  form  one  or  two  States  in  that  part  of  said  terrAoty 
which  lies  north  of  an  east  and  we«t  line  drawn  through 
the  southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Mchigan." 
Michigan  contends  thai  Congrew  having  determined  to 
form  two  States  north  of  this  line,  the  ordinance  makea 
it  irrevocably  her  southern  boundary.  Some  of  the 
most  diaiinguisbed  tnen  in  the  country,  we  know,  are 
of  this  opinion.  Can  any  Senator,  iherefore,  believe 
for  a  moment  that,  if  we  now  leave  this  question  unset- 
tled, it  will  never  be  tried  b^  Micl>igan>  Can  ««bc- 
lirve  that  she  will  acquiesce  in  a  decision  of  Con^Mi 
whtd)  a  vast  majority  of  her  people  believe  lo  have  been 
unjust^  Release  her  from  the  aasent  which  she  has  pv- 
en  to  the  settlement  of  this  question,  and  then remuM 
as  open  as  it  ever  was.  The  point,  then,  to  be  decidrf 
is,  whether  the  ordinance  doea  fix  her  southern  bowid- 
ary  or  not.  Admitting  it  did,  it  is  manifest  that  the  act 
of  Congress  repealing  it,  and  giving  the  territory  in  dia< 
pute  to  Ohio,  would  be  a  violation  of  its  prov'inona,  and 
thus  become  a  dead  letter.  Yes,  sir,  the  consent  nt 
Michigan  is  all-important  to  Ihe  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
Union;  and  now,  when  we  have  obtained  it,  sliall  we  cast 
it  away  by  rejecting  ibis  preamble?  That  ii  the  ques- 
tion which  1  shall  now  proceed  to  discuss. 

Why,  then,  should,  we  reject  ih'is  preamble,  which 
will  fofever  terminate  the  dispute  between  these  iwo 
Stales'  Because,  aayathe  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Caihovr,]  this  contention  of  delegates,  elected  by 
the  people  of  Michigan,  was  not  autboriied  by  a  prew- 
ons  act  of  their  Stale  Lr-giftUlure,  and  therefore  tbetr 
proceedings  are  a  nullity,  ll  is  revolutionary,  it  is 
dangerous  in  itself  to  our  rights  and  liberties,  and  still 
more  dangerous  as  a  precedent  for  future  cases.  If  thia 
be  true,  the  people  of  Michigan  are  hi  a  must  uDfitfto- 
oate  portion.  At  the  hat  seanofrof  Cor«rca^  If  we  had 
attwpled  to  iuMrt  iiD#mjHlfcA£r@i^§lv3Mk«  (be 
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prerioui  act  of  th*  Legiilature  neccNuy,  it  would  then 
have  bceo  opposed  u  •  rcTolutiorary  meMure.  It  would 
hare  been  deoionstnted  bj  Senators  that  the  Letr''*''^* 
tare  of  Kiehiga*  waa  an  unauthorised  aaieinbly*  poiKi. 
WIS  no  legitimate  powerti  that  it  vaaa  body  which  we  had 
never  recogniiedi  and*  therefore*  we  could  refer  nothing 
to  ill  decimm.  In  making  thcae  aaaertioni,  I  apeak  from 
the  record. 

It  appears  from  the  journab  that,  on  the  86th  of 
January  last,  the  Vice  Prendent  cominunieated  to  the 
Senate  *■  the  memorial  of  the  Senate  and  Uouse  of 
RepreaentatlTes  of  the  State  of  Uichigan,"  on  the  sub* 
jeet  of  tbcir  right  to  be  admitted  into  the  Uiuon.   On  the 
aMion  of  Mr.  Hendricka,  this  memorial  was  referred, 
Moompanied  by  a  declaration  *'  that  the  Senate  regard 
tte  sane  in  no  other  light  titan  u  the  Toluntary  act  of 
ptirate  indtTtdualt."    Mr.  Rugglea  moved  to  strike  out 
tbia  declarationt  and,  on  the  yeai  and  nays,  his  motion 
waa  rejected  by  a  vote  of  30  to  t3.    Thus  the  Senate 
Ocfi  sokmnly  determined  that  the  Le^alatnra  of  Hichi' 
gan  was  a  mere  assembly  of  priTate  inAviduals;  and  yet 
DOW  we  are  told  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [  Mr. 
Caianow,]  ttwt,  because  this  very  I^islature  did  not 
Xmm  wk  act  to  authorize  the  holding  of  the  convention, 
an  ita  prooeedings  are  void  sod  revolutionary.  Ilow  viti 
be  reconcile  this  inconsistency^   Truly,  the  people  of 
Michigan  are  in  a  deplorable  condition.    They  cannot 
aroid  the  wUrlpool  of  Scylta  without  being  ingulfed  in 
Chaiybdii.   At  the  last  lesrion,  their  Legislature  was  a 
acre  hwlaii  assembly;  but  now  they  are  so  omnipotent 
that  the  aorereign  people  of  the  State  cannot  elect  dele- 
gates  to  a  convention  without  their  previous  authority- 
Let  ns  proceed  one  step  further  with  our  evidence  from 
the  record.    The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into 
the  Union,  when  dnt  reported  by  tbe  committee,  pro- 
vided that  tbe  assent  to  the  boundaries  of  the  State,  re. 
quired  by  the  third  section,  should  be  given  by  their 
Sennlor*  and  Bepreaentalive  in  Congress,  and  by  the 
Legiabture  of  the  State.  Iapeakrromineinory,butlfeel 
coAtlent  I  am  correct.    It  would  have  been  a  vain  at- 
tempt to  support  this  provision  in  the  face  of  the  vote  of 
the  Senate  to  which  1  have  referred.    What,  sir,  refer 
to  a  body  whom  we  had  solemnly  declared  was  composed 
merely  of  private  individuals  the  question  of  assent  to  a 
condition  for  the  purpose  of  binding  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple of  IGchigait!    This  would  have  been  as  absurd  as  it 
waa  inconaiatent.    We  should  then  have  been  told  that 
there  waa  no  mode  of  escaping  this  difficulty  but  by  at 
once  dispensing  with  every  intermediate  af^ncy,  and  re- 
ferring tbe  question  directly  to  the  original  source  of 
power,  the  people  of  Michigan  in  their  primary  capacity. 
Thb  was  done,  and  that,  too,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the 
Senate.    On  the  1st  of  April  Ust,  Mr.  Wright  moved  to 
strike  out  the  proviuon  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  to' 
insert  in  its  itead  that  the  assent  required  should  be 
given  by  '*  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the 
people  of  the  said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving 
tbe  assent  herein  required."   Every  Senator  the»  in  bis 
place  voted  fur  this  amendment,  and  by  his  vote  decided 
that  it  was  proper  to  submit  the  question  to  delegates 
elected  by  the  people  in  their  primary  capacity.    It  was 
tbos  unanioKMialy  incorporated  into  the  law. 

How  doea  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Cal- 
■eo*]  now  attempt  to  evade  tbe  force  of  thia argument^ 
He  cannot  contend  that  tbe  act  of  Congress  refers  tosny 
action  of  the  Slate  Legblature  as  being  neceuary  to  the 
call  of  tbis  convention.  If  be  did,  the  act  itaelf  would 
(tare  him  full  in  tbe  face. 

(Mr.  CaiBova  here  txplained.  He  said  he  would  not 
bare  aryue  tbe  question  whether  Congress  meant  to 
Make  a  previous  act  of  the  Stste  Legislature  necesnryt 
but  if  it  did  not,  the  act  of  Congress  would  itself  be 
noMiitiiutional,  bcOMUC  we  bad  recognised  Uicbigan 


as  a  State,  and  Congress  have  no  right  to  call  a  conven- 
tion in  a  Stale.] 

Ur.  BircKAVAii  resumed.  I  did  not  miaundersland  tbe 
Senator.  He  contended  that  the  act  of  Congress  calling 
sitch  a  convention  was  unconstitutional!  and  to  establish 
his  proposition  he  said  (hst  Congress,  under  the  federal 
constitution,  could  only  call  a  convention  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  the  Legislatures  of  two  thirds  of  the  several 
Slates. 

Does  tbe  Senator  mean  seriously  to  contend  that  the 
mere  proposition  made  by  Congress  to  the  people  oF 
Michigan,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  assent  to  a 
change  of  boundary,  ia  a  convention  called  under  the  au- 
thority of  Congress  within  a  State?  Such  an  argument 
would  be  a  perversion  of  terms.  If  you  make  proposi- 
tions to  any  foreign  Power,  and  suggest  ttiat  their  willing- 
ness to  accept  them  may  be  ascertained  by  a  convention 
of  delej^ates  elected  by  the  people,  Imw  can  this  be  con- 
strued into  a  convention  called  by  your  own  sovereign 
authority?  No,  urt  thia  was  a  mere  offer,  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  Stairs,  to  make  a  bargain 
with  the  people  of  Uichigan.  It  presupposes  a  perfect 
equality,  in  this  resp4  ct,  between  the  parlies.  They  had 
the  same  right  to  refuse  that  wc  had  to  offer.  They 
may  voluntarily  consent  to  your  terms,  as  tlicy  have  done 
in  this  case,  and  then  it  becontrs  a  contract  which  caiinut 
aftfcrwsrds  be  vioUtedi  but  if  tliey  had  dissented,  the 
negotiation  would  have  been  at  an  end.  Tim  is  what 
tbe  Senator  denumimtes  a  convention  called  by  Congresa 
within  the  limtu  of  the  State  of  Michigsn.  Surely  no 
further  argument  on  this  point  of  the  case  can  be  necea- 
sary. 

Congress  might  have  proposed  to  Michigan  that  the 
question  should  be  decided  at  the  polls,  by  a  vole  of  tbe 
people.  It  was  bttter,  h-iwever,  to  submit  it  to  a  con- 
vention of  delegates,  because  they  could  delibera'.e. 
This  was  emphatically  to  be  the  act  of  the  people  in 
their  sovereign  capacity.  It  waa  a  question  whettter 
th'  Tf  should  be  received  as  a  member  into  our  great 
family  of  nations  upon  the  terms  uhich  we  had  proposed. 
It  was  to  be  the  establishment  of  new  political  rrlaiiona 
of  the  most  important  character,  affecting  tliem  and  llieir 
children  for  many  generations.  It  was  a  question  over 
which,  under  their  own  constitution,  their  servants,  the 
members  of  the  Legislnture,  had  no  control.  To  wlut 
other  tribunal  could  we  so  properly  have  referred  this 
question,  as  to  that  of  a  convention  uf  delrgatei  elected 
by  the  people? 

There  can,  then,  be  bo  objection  to  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, unless  it  be  that  the  people  are  not  competent,  in 
the  very  nature  of  things,  to  give  the  absent  required, 
without  the  intervention  of  the  Legls'atnre.  Hut  ttii* 
would  be  to  condemn  the  conduct  of  our  ancestors.  It 
would  be  at  war  with  the  must  glorious  events  of  our 
own  hibtory.  Be«drs,  the  vety  conduct  of  the  ptople 
of  Michigan,'  upon  this  oceuion,  disproves  the  position. 
There  was  no  lumultuousand  lawless  ri^ng  up  of  the  pen- 
pl«  against  a  settled  form  of  government,  as  one  might 
suppose,  judging  from  the  argumenU  upon  this  floor. 

They  conducted  the  election  with  regularity  and  ortler, 
according  to  the  established  laws  and  usages  of  the  S  ate. 
Hear  what  General  Williamx,  the  president  of  the  con- 
vcntion,  saya  upon  the  subject,  in  his  comniunicstion 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States:  "1'he  conven- 
tion," says  he,  **  originated  through  primary  meetings 
of  the  citizens  of  the  several  counttis.  In  ample  time  to 
afford  notice  to  the  whole  Slate.  Pursuant  tlieretc, 
itie  elections,  kept  open  fur  two  days,  on  the  5  h  and  6(li 
instant,  (December,)  hare  b(en  held  in  all  the  ci^unties 
rxcept  Monroe  and  Macomb.  Thtse  elections  wtre 
fair  and  open,  and  cunducted  in  all  respects  as  our 
other  elections,  and  the  returns  made  to  the  county 
boards,  and  canvassed  u  prescribid  by  tbe^ws  of  the 
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law  Territory  of  Hicltigan  In  aimilftr  eaaea.  The  RhiU 
bas  been  m  decided  expressron  of  the  voice  of  a  majority 
of  the  people,  approbatory  of  the  resolution  enclosed." 

Is  there  any  doubt  of  lh»  decided  exprewion  of  the 
voice  of  the  majority  of  the  people?"  Cun  any  Senator 
upon  thii  flour  question  it?  Has  (here  been  a  aiiigle 
memorial,  or  even  a  single  private  letter  produeedi  call- 
ing it  in  question?  Nay,  more:  has  a  single  voice  been 
raised  in  Michigan  againit  entering  the  Union  on  the 
terms  proposed*   Not  one,  to  our  knowledge. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  phcc  the  chums  of  Michigan 
npon  other  grounds,  it  mlglit  be  done  with  great  force. 
Suppo^  we  were  to  admit  (hat  their  proceedings  hsd 
been  irregular,  ought  tliitt  to  exclude  her  from  ihe  Un- 
ion? On  this  subject  we  ought  to  act  I  ke  statesmen  ac- 
qiisinted  with  the  history  of  ojr  own  country.  We  ought 
not  to  apply  (be  rigid  rules  of  abstr-ct  poliiicsl  science  loo 
Hjrorously  toauch  cues.  It  hu  been  our  prsctiee  here- 
tufure  to  treit  our  infant  Territories  wish  paternal  care, 
(o  nurse  Otem  with  kindness,  and,  when  they  had  alUin- 
ed  the  age  of  manhood,  to  admit  them  Into  the  family 
without  requiring  from  tliem  a  rigid  adherence  to  forms. 
The  Rreat  questions  to  be  decided  are,  do  they  contmn 
a  sufficient  population?  have  they  adopted  a  republican 
constitution?  and  are  they  willing  to  enter  the  Union  up- 
on the  terms  which  we  propose?  If  so,  all  the  prelimi* 
nary  proceedings  have  been  considered  but  mere  forms, 
which  we  have  waived  in  repeated  instances.  Tliey  are 
but  the  MafTulding  of  the  building,  which  U  of  no  fur- 
ther use  after  the  edifice  is  complete.  We  hiive  pursued 
this  course  in  regard  to  Tennessee,  to  Arkansas,  and 
even  to  Micliigan.  No  Senator  Will  pretend  that  their 
Territorial  Legislatures  had  any  right  whatever  to  pass 
laws  enabling  the  people  to  elect  delegate*  to  a  conven- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  State  constitution.  It 
was  an  act  of  usurpation  on  their  part.  And  yet  we 
have  in  all  these  instances  waived  this  objection,  and  ap- 
proved the  constitution  thus  formed.  We  have  admilteU 
Tennessee  and  Arkansas  into. (he  Union,  notwithsUnd- 
ing  this  objection!  and  I  trust  we  shall  pursue  a  similar 
course  towards  Michigan,  especially  as  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  her  people  luve  aut:nted  to  our  terma  ol 
kdmisaioii. 

The  case  of  Missouri  was  a  very  strong  one.  Congress 
agreed  to  admit  her  into  the  Union  upon  the  condition 
that  her  Legislature  should  subitantiwlly  change  a  provi- 
a'<m  in  her  constitution  touching  a  very  delicate  subject. 
Undtr  her  contiitution  the  Legislature  hsd  no  power  to 
make  this  change;  nor  could  it  have  been  eflTeclcd  witli- 
uul  B  lo*>g  and  troublesome  process.  But  Congress  cut 
the  gordian  knot  at  once,  and  agreed  (o  accept  the  en- 
gagement of  the  Legislature  as  the  vmce  of  the  people. 
We  have  never  bwd  any  occasion  to  regret  this  disregard 
of  forms. 

The  Scnatur  fmrn  Ohio  [Mr.  Ewiae]  has  contended 
that  the  fecond  Mxhigan  convention  had  no  power  to 
assent,  because  llie  first  convention  which  was  hcU  had 
refused. 

[Here  Mr.  Ewias  dissented-] 

Mr.  B.  I  understood  the  Senator  to  slate  that,  u  the 
firat  convention  had  di«sBiiied,  the  power  was  spent,  and 
a  second  coutd  not  be  lield. 

[Mr,  Ewilitf  said  he  had  not  touched  (his  point.] 

Mr.  B.  said,  I  should  be  glad  if  the  Senator  wuuld  re- 
state  his  position. 

[Ur.  EwiMo  said  he  had  a*kcd  whether,  if  li.e  first 
Convention  had  sssented  to  the  condition  propcaed  by 
the  act  of  Congress,  Ihere  would  have  been  any  objec- 
tion to  th'isBSscnt,  because  it  had  bten called  by%irtue  of 
an  set  of  the  Legi«Utnrc?] 

Mr.  B.  Slid,  certainly  not.  li  never  ciHtId  bare  been 
contended  that  this  act  of  the  LegisUturo  had  vHiated 
unanimous  vote,  the  meature  whicli  (he  Senator  now 


the  subaequenl  proeeedinga  of  (he  convention.  Although 
it  was  not  necessary  to  give  tbem  validity,  yet  it  would 
not  destroy  then.  It  could  neither  make  the  caae  bet- 
ter nor  worse.  1  am  confident  it  m'ght  be  demonstrated 
that  the  people  of  Michigan,  under  the  act  of  Congreas, 
had  the  power  to  make  a  second  trial,  upon  a  failure  of 
the  flrstt  but  as  this  point  has  not  been  eooteated  by  tbe 
Senator,  I  shall  net  enter  upon  its  discussion. 

I  now  come,  Mr.  Prewdent,  to  apeak  upon  subjecU 
concerning  which  I  should  Rladly  be  srlent.  The  in- 
ternal concerns  of  the  SUtea  should  never  be  introduced 
upon  this  floor  when  it  can  be  avoided)  but  the  Senaton 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cauiooii]  and  Ohio  [Mr-  Mol- 
lis} have  thought  differently,  and  have  rendered  it  ne- 
ceB«ry  for  me  to  make  some  observaiioiis  in  reply. 

First,  then,  I  would  ask,  what  possible  connenon  can 
be  imaxined  between  the  conduct  of  the  Senatoral  Mee- 
tors  of  Maryland,  who  refused  to  execute  «  tnial  for 
which  they  were  elected,  and  that  of  the  people  of 
Michigan,  who  choae  delegates  to  a  convention  upon  the 
ezpren  Invital'ioo  of  an  act  of  Congress?  The  Mary- 
land electors  refused  to  perform  their  duty  under  the 
State  constitutiont  but  the  people  of  Mxhigan  did  give 
Iheir  assent  to  the  condition  which  we  had  prescribed  to 
them,  and  upon  which  alone  they  eou'd  wtier  the  UnicM. 
There  is  as  great  a  difference  between  the  two  ca*ea  ta 

between  a  hawk  and  a  handsaw."  Standing  hereaa 
a  Senator,  T  have  no  right  to  pronounce  Jitdgmcnt  iipoa 
the  conduct  of  these  elector?.  They  are  responsible  to 
the  people  of  (he  Siate  of  Maryland,  not  lo  roe. 

The  other  Maryland  question,  to  which  the  Senator 
adverted,  is  one  of  a  very  different  character.  It  In- 
volves the  decision  of  the  important  principle  whether, 
under  a  settled  form  of  constiiutional  government,  tbt 
people  have  aright  to  change  thai  form  In  any  other 
manner  than  the  mode  prescribed  by  tbe  constitution. 
If  I  were  to  admit  that  th«y  did  not  posaess  this  power, 
still  the  Senator  is  aa  much  of  a  revolutionist  as  myself. 
He  admita  that  if  the  Legislature  of  Micli'^n  had  passed 
a  law  authorixing  (hifc  convention,  and  fixing  tbe  lime 
and  place  of  its  meeting,  (hen  its  proeeedinga  would 
have  been  regular  and  valid.  But  who  gave  (he  Leg* 
lalure  of  Michigan  this  authority  ?  Is  it  contairted  m  (he 
constitution  of  the  Bute?  That  ia  not  pretended. 
Whence,  then,  shall  we  derive  it?  How  doea  the  Bcn^ 
ator  escape  from  this  d.fficuHy*  Upon  his  own  princi- 
ples, it  would  have  been  a  legidative  usurpation)  and 
yet,  he  says,  if  the  Legiabture  bad  acted  first,  tbe  con- 
vention would  have  been  heU  under  competent  ao- 

'''now,  for  my  own  part,  I  ahould  not  have^ibjected  lo 
their  action.  It  might  have  been  convenient,  it  might 
have  been  proper,  for  them  to  have  recommended  a  par- 
ticular day  for  holdirg  the  election  of  delegates  and  (or 
the  meeting  of  the  convention.  But  it  is  manifest  tliat,  asa 
source  of  power  to  ihe  convention,  legUlaitveaction  would 
have  been  absurd.  The  constitution  of  Michigan  fixts 
(he  boundaries  of  the  SUte.  For  this  purpose,  it  refera 
lo  the  act  ofCongreu  of  (he  Ulb  of  January,  18C5,  cs> 
tablishing  (he  ■|'erri(or)*.  How  could  these  boundariea  be 
changed?  If  in  no  ollwr  manner  than  that  prescribed  in 
the  constituHon  of  Micliigan,  it  would  have  been  a  (edtmu 
and  tiuublesome  proceas,  and  would  have  delayed,  for 
at  least  two  yearn,  the  admiaaion  of  the  Slate  into  the 
Union.  FirM,  such  an  amendment  mu^.t  have  been  sanc- 
tioned by  a  majority  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
centatives.  Then  it  must  have  been  publibhed  for  three 
months.  Afterwartia  it  must  have  received  the  appro, 
bation  of  two  thirds  of  both  Houses  of  a  U^shturesub. 
srquently  elected.  And,  after  ail  these  prerequisilee,  K 
mukt  have  been  tubmifed  to  a  *ole  of  the  p«  »'pV,  far 
their  ratification.  It  wu  to  avoid  iljese  very  difliculliea 
(hat  tbe  Bvnate.  at  ^irizlaSy^9H50gte**»  • 
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uaniaoiH  rote  the  mruure  wbiob  the  Senator  now 
e*llt  rtnkatiomrf,  referred  tbe  decision  of  tbe  queition 
Erectly  to  the  Mrereign  people  of  Hictiif^n  in  their 

Simmrj  capacity.  Then  vas  the  appropriate  moment 
r  the  Senator  to  bare  objected  to  this  courtet  that  was 
tbe  aecanoQ  on  which  to  convince  ua  that  this  was  an  un- 
etisatitiitional  and  biwleai  proceeding.  He  suffered  the 
precioai  moment  to  escape,  and  it  it  now  too  late  to  tell 
the  penile  of  SCchigan  that  they  shall  be  punished  by  an 
cawMiiioa  from  the  Union,  because  ibey  thougbt  proper 
to  tftke  ua  at  our  word.  That  would  have  been  the 
time  ti^  have  inserted  an  amendment  in  the  bill  requiring 
a  preriouB  act  of  the  Legislature,  prescribing  the  mode 
of  electing  the  delegates.  But  the  Senator  was  then 
silent  upon  this  subject.  There  bad  then  been  na  pro> 
eeedings  in  Uaryland,  such  as  he  now  ctlU  revolutionary. 
A  word  upon  that  subject.  We  are  told  in  that  sacred 
and  TeDerated  instniownt  which  firat  procUimed  the 
r^hts  of  man  to  the  world,  that  **  all  experience  bath 
shown  that  nnankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer  while 
crib  are  aafierable,  than  to  right  themselves  by  abolishing 
the  furmato  which  they  are  accustomed."  But  suppose 
tbe  CMC  of  m  State  whose  constitution,  originally  good, 
had,  from  the  lapse  of  time,  and  from  the  chsnges  in 
thepopvlatiooordiffisrent  portions  of  its  territory,  be- 
come  ttRC<|aal  and  unjust.  Suppose  this  inequality  and 
ii^a^ce  to  hare  gone  to  such  an  extent  that  the  vital 
priocipls  of  represenlatiTe  republici  was  destroyed,  and 
that  toe  vote  of  a  citixen  in  one  county  of  tbe  State  was 
eqoivaleat  to  tbaf  of  six  citizens  in  another  county.  Sup* 
poae  tb»t  an  equal  disproportion  existed  between  tax* 
alien  and  representation,  and  that,  under  the  organic 
forms  of  tbeoonstitution,  a  minority  could  forever  control 
tbe  wtAotUf.  Why,  sir,  eren  under  aoeh  circumstances 
Isboold  bear  wilh  patience  whilst  hope  remained.  I 
would  aoticit,  I  would  urge  the  minority,  I  would  appeal 
to  their  aense  of  justice,  to  call  a  convention,  under  tbe 
foniH  of  the  constitution,  for  the  purpose  of  redressing 
tbe  grievancesi  but  if,  at  last,  1  found  they  had  cleter- 
muacd  to  turo  a  deaf  ear  to  all  my  entreaties,  I  should  then 
invoke  the  peaceable  aid  of  the  people,  in  their  sover- 
toga  capacity,  to  remedy  these  evils.  They  are  the 
SMirec  of  all  powerf  ib^  are  the  rigtuftrt  autboraof  all 
coaatilutiona.  They  are  not  forever  to  be  shackled  by 
their  own  servants,  and  compelled  to  submit  to  evils  such 
as  I  have  deacribed,  by  the  refusal  of  their  own  Legisla- 
ture to  pass  a  taw  for  holding  a  convention.  Whoever 
denies  this  position,  condemns  the  principles  of  the  dec- 
bralioa  of  independence  and  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion.  There  is  not  one  of  the  old  thirteen  States  whose 
Government  was  not  oalled  into  exiatence  upon  these 
very  principles.  It  is  now  too  late  in  Uie  my,  in  our 
&*ored  land,  to  contend  that  tbe  people  cannot  change 
tbeir  forms  of  government  at  pleasure.  The  glorious 
experiment  which  ve  are  trying  in  this  country  would 
prove  a  total  lailure,  if  we  ^ould  now  decide  that  tbe 
people,  in  no  Mtuation,  and  under  no  circumstances,  can 
bold  a  convention  without  the  previous  consent  of  their 
own  L^pshture.  It  is  not  my  province  to  say  whether 
tbe  proper  time  forthis  peaceful  action  qf  the  sovereign 
people,  in  their  primary  capacity.has  yet  arrived,  or  wilt 
ever  arrive,  in  Uanrland.  That  question  may  safely  be 
left  to  tbemt  but  I  leel  no  terrors,  my  fancy  conjures  up 
BO  spectres  from  such  doctrines  as  I  have  advanced. 

1  am  exeeediugly  sorry  thai  another  topic  has  been  in* 
irodueed  into  this  debate  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Mnus,]  which,  if  possible,  has  still  less  connexion  with 
tbe  quesUon  before  us  than  tbe  recent  conduct  of  the 
seaaBiria]  electors  of  Maryluid.  The  Senate  will  at 
onee  perceive  that  I  refer  to  the  letter  of  Hr.  Dallas  on 
Ibesobject  of  tbe  repeal  of  tbe  bank  charter.  I  regret 
that  thia  letter  has  become  the  lubjeet  of  debate  here. 
Wc  are  abundantly  able  to  settle  alfour  local  ^ffereoccs 


in  Penmylvania,  and  we  are  justly  jealous  of  tbreigo  in 
terferenoe.  This  ii  not  the  proper  forum  in  which 
either  to  argue  or  decide  the  Pennsylvania  bank  quea* 
tioni  and  I  call  upon  the  whole  Senate  to  bear  me  wit- 
ness, that  nothing  but  necessity  compels  me  to  speak 
here  of  the  subject.  The  letter  of  Mr.  Dallas  lias  been 
denounced  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  as  incendiary,  as 
TCVolutionaiT,  and  ss  calculated  to  excite  tbe  people  to 
rise  up  in  rebellion  against  the  laws.  Would  I  not  then  be 
recreant  to  my  own  character  if  I  abould  not  raise  my 
voice  in  defence  of  a  distinguished  citizen  of  my  own 
State  against  such  an  unfounded  assault? 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Dallas  has  been  much  and  greatly 
misrepresented.  Garbled  extracts  from  it  have  been 
published  throughout  the  whole  country,  without  the 
context)  and  innumerable  false  commentaries  have  attrib- 
uted to  him  sentiments  and  opinions  wholly  at  war  with 
its  general  tenor.  In  speaking  upon  this  subject,  I  am 
ftilly  sensible  bow  liable  I  am  myself  to  misrepresentationf 
but  I  shall  endeavor  so  plainly  and  clearly  to  present  my 
viewi^  that  at  least  they  cannot  be  misunderstood  by  any 
person  present. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  Mr.  Dallas  never  did  assert 
that  the  convention  about  to  be  held  in  Penn^lvania 
will  possess  any  power  to  violate  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  He  never  did  maintain  the  proposition 
that  this  convention  would  be  tbe  final  judge,  and  could 
decide,  in  the  last  resort,'  that  its  own  decrees  were  no 
violation  of  that  sacred  instrument.  Why,  sir,  such  prop* 
osilions  woul<)  be  rank  nullification]  and  although  I 
have  never  had  the  pleasure  of  being  on  intimate  terms 
with  Hr.  Dallas,  I  can  venture  to  assert  that  he,  in  com. 
mon  with  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  is  opposed  to  this 

Colitical  here^.  For  my  own  part,  I  can  say,  that 
owever  much  I  may  admire  the  apostles  of  this  new 
faith,  their  doctrines  have  never  found  favor  in  nny  eyes. 
No,  sir)  Mr.  Dallas  has  expressly  referred  (o  the  8u* 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States  as  the  tribunal  which 
mast  finally  decide  whether  the  convention  possesses  Uie 
power  to  repeal  the  bank  charter. 

From  what  we  have  heard  on  this  floor,  it  is  manifest 
that  public  opinion  is  greatly  in  error  as  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  anti-bank  parly  in  Pennq^lvania.  I  profess 
to  he  a  member  of  that  parlyi  and  I  now  propose  briefiy 
to  atate  their  principles.  If  f  should  err  in  presenting 
theirs,  I  shall  at  lost  place  my  own  beyond  contradiction. 
The  constitution  of  the  United  States  declares  lhat 
no  State  shall  pass  any  law  impairing  the  obligation  of 
contracts."  This  is  a  most  wise  aitd  salutary  provision; 
may  it  be  perpetual!  It  secures  the  private  ri^ts  of 
every  citizen,  and  renders  private  eontnurts  inviolable. 
It  imparts  a  sacred  character  to  our  titles  to  real  estate, 
and  it  places  tbe  seal  of  absolute  security  upon  tlie  rights 
of  private  properly. 

Siill  the  queation  remains,  is  a  privilege  granted  by  a 
State  Legislature  to  ^corporation,  for  banking  purposes, 
a  contract,  within  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States'  In  other  words,  is  the  au- 
thority which  tbe  LegisUture  of  Penn^lvania  has  given 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  fi>  create  and  circulate 
a  paper  currency  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  irrev* 
ocable  by  any  human  power  short  of  an  amendment  to 
Ihe  federal  constitution?  My  own  convictions  are  clear 
that  such  an  act  of  legislation  is  not  a  contract,  under  the 
constitution.  It  is  true  that  this  instrument  speaks  of 
"  contracts"  in  general  termst  but  there  is  no  rule  of 
construction  better  settled  than  that  of  restraining  the 
universality  of  general  words,  so  as  to  confine  their  ap- 
plication to  such  canes  as  were  exclusively  within  the  in- 
tention of  those  by  whom  they  were  used.  It  would  be 
useless  to  enumerate  instances  under  this  rule.  Ill  ex- 
istence will  not  be  denied  by  any. 
If.  then,  U  c«i  be  -.d^^n^fegt  (gyfc/gf^  »f 
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the  constitution,  by  the  use  of  the  word  "contracts," 
never  could  have  intended  to  enbme  the  creation  of 
such  a  bank  by  a  SUte  Legislature,  then  tlte  question  is 
decided.  It  would  be  an  easy  task  For  me  to  prove, 
from  the  history  of  this  provision,  that  its  object  was  to 
secure  tights  arising  from  private  contraota;  and  that  a 
Slate  bank  charter  was  not  within  the  contemplation  of  , 
those  by  whom  it  was  inserted.  But  I  forbear.  My  sole 
purpose,  at  present,  is  to  state  general  principles. 

It  never  can  be  imagined  that  the  tovercii^n  States, 
who  are  the  parlies  to  tlie  federid  constitution,  intended, 
hy  this  prohibition,  to  restrain  themselves  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  llioae  great  and  euenliul  powers  of  government 
which  vitally  affect  the  general  interests  of  the  people, 
and  the  laws  regulating  which  must  vary  with  the  ever- 
varying  changes  in  society.  If  they  have  been  guilty  of 
this  absurdity,  they  have  acted  (he  part  of  auicide*,  and 
have  voluntarily  deprived  themselves  of  the  power  of 
rendering  the  people  under  their  charge  prosperous  and 
bappy. 

1  think,  therefore,  it  may  be  slated  aa  a  general  prop- 
osition, that  the  conatitution  of  the  United  States,  in 
prohibiting  the  Legislatures  of  the  rrspective  States 
from  passing  laws  to  impair  the  obligation  of  cuntracla, 
never  intended  to  prevent  the  SUtes  from  regulating, 
according  to  their  sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  the  ad- 
ministration of  Justice,  their  own  internal  commerce  and 
trade,  the  assessment  and  colleclion  of  taxes,  the  regula- 
tion of  the  paper  currency,  and  other  general  subjects 
of  legislation.  If  this  be  true,  it  follows,  as  a  necessary 
con!>equence,  that  if  one  Legislature  should  gnmt  away 
any  of  these  general  powem,  either  to  corporations  or  to 
individuals,  such  a  grant  may  be  resumed  by  their  suc- 
cessors. Upon  a  contraiv  supposition,  the  legislative 
power  might  destroy  itself,  and  transfer  its  most  impor* 
tant  functions  forever  to  corporations.  In  thtse  general 
principles  I  feel  happy  that  I  am  sustained  by  the  high 
authority  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Harahall,  In  the  cele- 
brated Dartmouth  College  case.— 4  Wbealon,  pages  637, 
638.  639,  and  630. 

I  shall  not  consume  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  reading 
the  whole  passage,  but  shall  conline  myself  to  the  con- 
clusion at  which  he  arrives.  He  says:  "if  the  act  of 
incorporation  [of  Dartmouth  College]  be  a  grant  of  po- 
litical power)  if  it  create  a  civil  institution  to  be  employ- 
ed in  the  administration  of  the  Government;  or  if  the 
funds  of  the  college  be  public  properly;  or  if  the  Stale 
of  New  Hampshire,  as  a  Governn:ent,  be  alone  interest- 
ed in  its  transactions  the  subject  is  one  in  which  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  may  act  according  to  its  own 
judgment,  unrestrained  by  any  limiialion  of  its  power 
imposed  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States."  He 
then  proceeds  to  decide  (he  case  of  Dartmouth  College, 
on  tbe  principle  that  it  is  not  a  public,  but  a  private 
cleemo^'nary  corporation,  and,  therefore,  within  the 
prohibition  contained  in  the  constitution. 

Here,  then,  the  principle  is  distinctly  recognised,  that 
if  a  corporation  created  by  a  State  Legislature  "  be  a 
grant  of  political  power,  if  it  create  a  civil  institution  to 
be  employed  in  the  administration  of  tbe  Government," 
then  the  charter,  may  be  altered  or  repealed  at  pleas- 
ure by  the  State  l^egislature.  The  distinct  principle 
clearly  deducible  from  this  opinion,  as  well  as  from  (he 
nature  of  our  Government,  in,  (hat  contracts  made  by  a 
State  Legislature,  whether  with  corporations  or  individ- 
uals, which  transfer  political  power,  and  directly  affect 
the  general  administration  of  Government,  are  not  such 
contracts  as  the  constitution  intended  to  render  invi- 
olable. In  other  words,  although  these  contracts  may 
be  within  its  general  words,  they  are  not  within  its 
intent  and  meaning.  To  declare  that  tliey  were,  would 
be  to  say  that  the  people  had  surrendered  their  dearest 
rights  into  tbe  keeping  of  the  Legislature,  to  be  barter- 


ed away  forever  at  the  pleasure  of  their  own  terrutr 
This  would  be  a  doctrine  utterly  subversiTe  of  9lMe 
rights  and  State  sovereignty. 

Let  me  now  illustrate  these  principles  by  a  finr  eiu> 
plea. 

The  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  sevenl  of  the 
Statfs  hold  (heir  offices  under  the  Slate  conitiliitiaei 
They  have  abandoned  the  practice  of  a  lucrative  proht' 
sion,  snd  the  State  has  entered  into  a  solemn  contnct 
with  (hem  (hat  they  shall  hold  tlieir  otRces  durii^  p>cd 
behaviour,  and  receive  n  fixed  annual  compeMMioi^ 
which  shall  not  be  diminWied  during  theirterm  of  otter. 
Here  is  a  solemn  contract,  founded  on  a  valuable  eonid> 
erationf  and  yet,  in  all  the  changes  which  have  bcfs 
made  in  the  conatitutiona  of  the  different  Slater  tt  hu 
never,  to  my  knowledge,  been  seriously  contended  ibit 
judges,  under  such  circumstances,  might  not  be  rcflwr- 
ed,  or  have  the  tenure  or  salary  of  their  office  entii^ 
changed.  This  has  been  done'  in  repeated  imlanee). 
And  why?  because,  alihough  this  be  a  contract, it  ii 
one  not  of  a  private,  but  of  a  public  nature.  It  reliteits 
the  administration  of  justice,  which  Is  one  of  dw  Bol 
important  concerns  of  Government;  and  thetnteifH  rf 
the  individual  judge  must  yield  to  that  of  the  wtwk 
community.  It  is,  therefore,  not  a  contract  within  ibe 
meaning  of  the  con&titution  of  the  United  States. 

Again;  suppose  the  Legislature  of  a  State  iboald 
create  a  joint  stock  company,  wiih  a  capital  of  (hitty^n 
millions  of  dollars,  and  grant  them  the  exchistvc  pfin- 
lege  of  purchasing  and  vending  all  (he  cottoa,  tke 
flour,  the  iron,  the  coal,  or  any  of  the  other  great  itipln 
of  the  S(B(e  which  might  seek  a  market  in  their  con- 
mercial  metropolis,  will  any  Senator  contend  (bat  Ricbi 
charter  would  be  irrevocable^  Must  the  great  af^l- 
tural  and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  State,  which 
ms^  have  been  thus  sacrificed  by  the  Leflslaturr,  n< 
mam  palsied  by  such  an  odious  monopoly)  Gertunlf 
not.  I'he  next  Lagialature  might  repeal  (fie  obnoiloui 
law;  because  it  concerned  not  private  interesu  and  pri- 
vate prrperty  merely,  but  those  great  and  leading  inttr- 
esta  which  vitally  aflect  the  whole  people  of  ihe  Statt. 
No  one  can  suppose  that  (be  constitution  of  tbe  UnitM 
States  ever  intended  to  consecrate  such  a  diarier. 

Again:  if  (he  Legislature  of  a  State  shouM  tnaArta 
a  corporation,  or  to  an  Indlridiul,  for  a  period  of  jtat, 
the  power  of  collecting  State  taxes,  and  thus  coutitute 
farmers-general  of  the  revenue,  as  bsa  been  done  in  oth- 
er countries,  would  not  this  be  a  contract,  in  (be  b>- 
guage  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  creating  "a  civil  'my 
tution  to  be  employed  in  the  administration  of  tbe  Oot- 
ernmenl,"  and  therefore  a  "  subject  in  which  the  Up> 
latureof  tbe  Sute  may  act  according  to  itsowojudc 
ment,  unrestrained  by  any  limitation  of  tis  poireriffpV' 
sed  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States?" 

Let  us  proceed  a  step  further.  One  of  tbe  moit  ton- 
tial  powers  and  duties  of  any  modern  Govemment  iitiut 
of  regulating  the  paper  currency  within  its  jutwdietioa. 
This  is  emphaticalty  the  exercise  of  sovereignty,  )">dbia 
its  nature  ■  high  |Hiiitical  power  It  is  scarcely  mo*" 
in  importance  to  the  potver  of  coining  money;  '><<^ 
(he  paper  circulation  represents  the  current  coin.  Th'i 

[lower  is  now  exclusively  possessed  by  tbe  Stsle  Lrp** 
aturea,  whether  rightfully,  or  not,  It  is  too  late  to  in- 
quire. By  means  of  its  exercise,  they  can  raise  or  tht; 
can  sink  the  value  of  every  man's  property  in  tbe  cam- 
munity.  They  can  make  the  man  who  was  poor  yeff' 
day,  rich  (o  day.  They  canetevate  or  depreaslheprce 
of  the  necessaries  of  life  and  the  wages  of  labor,  sccord- 
fng  to  their  pleasure.  By  creating  a  redundant  curren- 
cy, they  may  depreciate  the  value  of  money  to  nm  » 
degree  as  to  ruin  our  manufaetureo^  depress  our 
tore,  and  involve  our  people  in^rasb  sn^  deaotsMWi 
speculations.       ^.^.^.^^^    GoOg  Ic 
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Wb»t  uie  hftve  these  LegisUtures  mtde  of  this  lover* 
tifo  povteri  Tbey  have  transrerred  it  to  a  thousaml 
State  banlui  the;  liave  yielded  up  all  control  over  il ;  and, 
if  tbe  doctrine  now  contended  for  be  correct,  these 
banks  cannot  be  disturbed  in  the  exercise  of  this  attri- 
butfl  of  soTcreint  power  by  any  human  authority.  I'hey 
hold  it  under  toe  sacred  shield  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Vaited  Stales.  It  is  now  deemed  amstterof  imnnenseim* 
portanee  to  restrain  tbe  iasae  of  amatl  notes,  and  substi- 
tute a  specie  circulation  in  their  stead.  But  the  bankacan 
laugh  you  to  scorn.  The  whole  powrr  of  Congress,  and 
that  of  all  tbe  Legislatures  of  alt  the  twenty-six  States  of 
this  vast  Union,  cannot  prohibit  the  circulation  of  notes  of 
a  leis  denomination  than  five  dollars.  If  this  be  the  case, 
did  ever  so  great  an  absurdity  esist  upon  the  face  of  llie 
eartb,  under  tbe  Government  of  any  people?  Congress  ' 
bave,  by  some  means  or  other,  lost  ine  control  over  tlie  . 
paper  currency  of  the  country.  The  Stales,  to  whom  it 
belongs,  have  granted  it  to  a  thousand  banking  corpora- 
tioosi  and,  although  the  people  of  the  States  may  change  ' 
and  modify  their  fundamental  institutions  at  pleasure, 
yet  this  banking  power  remains  unhurt  amidst  the  gene- 
ral wreck.  If  this'  be  true,  the  people  of  tbe  United 
Stales  are  completely  at  tbe  mercy  of  these  institutions. 
The  creature  will  ^ve  laws  to  the  crentor.  But  here 
the  great  and  wise  judge,  and  expounder  of  tlie  consti. 
tution,  interposes  for  our  relief.  lie  declares  that,  "if 
tbe  act  of  incorporation  be  a  grant  of  political  power, 
the  subject  is  one  in  which  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
may  act  according  to  iu  own  judgmen),  unrestrained  by 
any  fimitation  of  its  power  imposed  by  the  contliluiion 
of  tbe  United  States."  Who  doubts  but  that  the  power 
lo  regulate  the  paper  currency  of  a  country  is,  in  ila  very 
nature,  a  political  power.' 

From  what  1  have  said,  the  Senate  will  perceive  that 
there  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  (lie  panic  which  has 
been  excited  lest  the  State  might  resume  its  grants  of 
land,  might  violate  the  rights  of  private  property,  or  take 
what  belongs  to  one  man,  and  g***  >t  ^  another.  The 
prohibition  contained  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
Statci  clearly  embraces  these  cases. 

It  ia  not  my  intention  here  to  discuss  either  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  tlie  Bank  of  ttie  United  States,  as  rechar- 
tered  by  Pennsylvania.  In  my  opinion,  a  large  majority 
of  the  people  of  that  State,  and  myself  among  the  num- 
ber, believe  that  the  creation  of  this  vast  moneyed  mo- 
nopoly, « ith  the  privilege  of  issuinc  bank  paper  to  tbe 
amount  of  thirty-nve  mllfiona  of  dollars,  is  dangerous  to 
tMir  fibertiei  and  lo  our  dearest  interests.  We  desire  to 
try  the  question  before  the  supreme  judicial  tribunal  of 
tlie  bod,  whether  its  charter  is  protected  by  tbe  consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  It  will  be  admitted  by  all 
that  a  more  important  question  has  never  been  present- 
ed for  adjudication  before  any  court.  By  what  means, 
then,  can  we  raise  this  question  for  decision?  We  must 
submit  in  silence,  or  the  charter  must  be  repealed  either 
by  the  Legislature  or  the  approaching  convention.  There 
is  no  other  allemative.  And  because  we  are  anxious  to 
have  this  question  decided,  by  the  only  means  in  our 
power,  a  deafening  clamor  has  been  raised  against  us, 
that  we  %rc  revolutionists,  radicals,  violators  of  vetted 
rights,  and  every  thing  else  which  is  calculated  to  alarm 
people.  We  wish  to  atcerlain  the  truth  of  that 
whtA  is  taken  for  granted  by  our  adversaries,  whether 
the  charter  is  a  vested  right,  prulecied  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  or  not.  This  is  the  whole  front 
ofbur  offending.  Is  this  not  just,  ts  it  not  reasonable, 
is  il  any  thing  but  afair  appeal  to  tlic  laws  of  the  land? 

Different  opinions  exist  in  Pennsylvania  as  lo  whether 
this  repeal  ahould  be  effected  by  the  Legislature  or  the 
conveniion.  For  my  own  part,  I  decidedly  prefer  the 
laller,  if  it  can  be  accomplished.  The  convention  will 
possess  no  power  but  merely  that  of  proposing  amend* 
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menis  ttf  the  people,  for  their  adoption  or  rejection. 
They  can  place  this  question  before  the  electors  distinct* 
\y,  and  detached  fr^aall  other  amendments.  Each  cit- 
izen, at  the  polls,  thus  be  enabled  to  vole  upon  the 
single  question,  bank  or  no  bank.  This  is  due  to  the 
bank,  as  well  as  to  the  people.  I  need  scarcely  add  that 
no  citixen  of  Pennsylvania  with  whom  I  have  ever  con- 
versed upon  tbe  subject  entertains  a  doubt  of  the  propri> 
cty  and  justice  of  refunding  the  bonus  which  ihe  bank 
may  have  paid,  with  interest  and  damages  sufficient  to 
place  il  in  the  very  same  aituktion  it  was  when  it  received 
its  charter.  This  might  properly  be  made  a  constituent 
part  of  the  c^uestion  lo  be  submitted  to  the  people. 

These  desirable  objects  could  not  be  secured  by  meant 
of  a  repeal  by  the  Legislature.  So  many  quei>tiona,  both 
of  a  political  and  local  character,  influence  tbe  election 
of  its  members,  that  the  friends  of  Ihe  bank  might  com- 
plain that  the  people  had  not  sanctioned  the  repeal.  I 
would,  therefore,  be  sorry  if  necessity  should  compel  us 
to  adopt  this  alternative  as  the  only  means  left  of  trying 
the  question. 

Again:  should  the  bank  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  in  their  sovereign  capacity, 
lo  Ihe  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  Ihe  question 
will  be  presented  before  that  tribunal  in  a  more  solemn 
and  imposing  form  than  if  the  repeal  should  be  accom- 
plikbed  by  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation.  The  people  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  complaining  that  their  legisla- 
tive servants  had  despoiled  them  of  one  of  the  highest 
attributes  of  an  independent  Commonwealth,  and  had 
bartered  away,  for  a  period  of  thirty  years^  tbe  political 
power  which  they  enjoyed  of  regulating  tbe  paper  cur* 
rency  within  their  own  limits,  woiild  then  be  the  party  on 
the  one  sidei  and  on  the  other,  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States,  contending  that  the  transfer  of  this  power  has 
been  irrevocably  made  to  it,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  Sutes.  Of  the  result  I  enter- 
tain nol  the  slightest  apprehenuon.  Should  it,  how- 
ever, be  adverse,  which  Heaven  forbid!  I  can  tell  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Sir.  CautouB]  that  wa 
shall  never  resort  to  nullification  as  the  rightful  remedy. 

Thus,  sir,  I  have  been  drawn  into  a  dtscuswon  utterly 
repugnant  to  my  own  feelings.  I  hope  I  mty  never 
again  bave  occasion  to  allude  to  the  subject  on  this  floor. 
It  isentirely  foreign  from  the  queition  in  debate.  Noth- 
ing could  have  urg^ed  me  to  make  the  remarks  which  [ 
have  done,  but  the  unwarranted  attack  of  the  iSenator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Mo»ib]  upon  tbe  party  at  home  with 
which  I  am  proud  lo  act. 

Mr.  BENTON  followed  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  BvcDAHas,]  and  said  he  had  risen  for  what  might 
seem  to  be  a  very  unnecessary  purpose,  that  of  sustain- 
ing the  positions  of  that  Senatur.  This  certainly  looked 
like  a  work  of  stjperen^ation,  seeing  the  able,  perspic- 
uous and  powerful  manner  in  which  that  gentleman  bad 
sustained  himself;  and  if  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  nothing  but  ar- 
gument to  offer,  he  should  not  tender  his  aid;  for  the  ar- 
gument just  delivered  required  no  aid  of  thst  kind. 
But  his  aid  was  of  another  kind,  that  of  authority  and 
precedent,  drawn  from  the  venerable  authority  of  our 
early  histoid,  and  from  the  writings  and  opinions  of  the 
fathers  of  the  republic,  and  from  the  apptoved  action  of 
State  Legislatures.  In  this  former  he  held  himself  ex- 
cusable in  tendering  his  aid,  and  should  limit  himself  al- 
most entirely  to  the  production  of  the  authorities  to 
which  he  had  reference.  But  before  he  did  this,  he 
must  lake  leave  to  express  his  deep  regret  at  the  course 
followed  yesterday  by  the  Senators  from  South  Carolina 
and  Ohio,  [Mr.  Calbodh  and  Mr.  Moaais,]  in  bringing 
the  names  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  into  this  diKU*. 
sion,  and  in  animadverting  upon  the  conduct  of  citizens 
or  psrties  in  those  States.  He  joined  tbe  Senator  from 
PcunsylriDit  tUr.  Bcchasjui]  lOithe  czpreirioa  ofhk 
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dee^  r^ret  at  this  court*  4  and»  like  him,  ihouM  avoid 
rcerimiraition,  and  ahould  limit  himself  to  dcfenuTe  ob- 
•emtioot  in  bvor  of  thoie  who  assailed,  without 
impugning  the  conduct  or  motives  of  tbeir  adTersaries 
in  their  own  States. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  consider  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  as  a  suitable  place  for  the  denunciation  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  Slalea,  nor  for  the  discussion  of  Sute  meaa- 
uret,  Stale  partial  or  Slate  politica.  The  hi|fh  privi- 
leges  of  debate  secured  to  lu  by  the  coastitutHin,  and 
the  latitude  ofdiscuision  allowed  b^  our  rules,  were  in- 
tended to  protect  us  in  the  discussion  of  national  meas> 
ures,  and  in  (he  investigation  of  thoM  subjects  and  mat- 
ters wliich  regularly  came  before  ui,  and  necessarily  re- 
quired our  action.  Acting  on  this  conception  of  bis 
duty,  be  should  fullow  the  example  of  the  Senator  from 
PeomtylTaniat  [Hr.  BDcaiHAN.]  He  should  abstain 
from  all  animadveraiont  or  even  expression  of  adverse 
optnkm,  upon  the  neasurea  which  agitate  ibe  States  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland.  He  should  Umit  himself 
to  some  defence  of  those  who  were  so  unexpectedly 
dragged  into  this  debate  yesterday,  and  should  endeavor 
to  get  rid  of  the  whole  subject  as  soon  as  possible.  For 
one,  he  ^ould  endeavor  to  finish  at  this  sitting,  in  order 
Ibit  it  should  not  be  known  in  Pennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  was  engaged 
to  discussing  tbeir  affiiirs,  until  it  was  also  known  that 
Uiat  discusaion  was  terminated. 

Nominally,  and  upon  the  record,  said  Mr.  B.,  this  is  a 
Michigan  question — a  question  to  admit  the  State  of 
Michigan  into  the  Unioni  in  fact  and  in  sabstancf,  it  is 
now  converted  into  a  Pennsylvania  and  a  Marybnd 
question,  to  arrest  or  paralyse  the  proceedings  against 
the  United  States  Bank  charter  in  the  fbrmert  and  to 
arrest  sr  paralyze  tbe  proceedii^s  In  favor  of  a  con- 
vention in  the  latter.  This  is  tbe  form  given  to  It  yea- 
terdsy  by  the  movement  of  the  Senators  ft-om  South 
Carolina  and  Ohio,  [Mr.  CAiaooH  and  Mr.  Husbis;]  so 
that  litlla  Michigan,  which  bad  seemed  to  be  tbe  sub- 
ject of  discussion  before  tbe  Senatr,  was  suddenly  found 
to  be  nothing  but  the  tail  to  tbe  kite,  dangling  in  the 
air  below,  while  all  eyes  were  fixed  upon  tbe  imposing 
apparition  of  tlie  two  Atlantic  States,  rising  and  hover- 
ing above.  In  this  way,  the  young  Michigan  was  sud- 
denly eclipsed  and  lost  sight  01;  and  the  lawless  and  rev- 
olutionsry  movement,  as  it  was  siyled,  in  Pennsylvania, 
against  the  sanctily  of  a  certuin  cbarter,  and  tbe  lawless 
and  revolutionary  movement,  as  it  was  stigmatized,  in 
Maryland,  in  favor  of  a  convention  of  the  people,  be- 
came tbe  engrossing  theme  of  denunciation  and  vituper- 
ation. Greatly  did  Mr.  B.  t«j(nce  that  the  Senator  from 
Pennaylvanta  [Mr.  BocBAmit]  bad  followed  no  part  of 
this  unbappy  examplei  that  he  had  carefully  eschewed 
all  animadversion;  tnat  he  had  positively  refused  to  take 
any  part,  or  to  have  any  share,  in  discussing  State  meas- 
ures herej  and  had  confined  himself  to  the  duties  of  de* 
fence  imposed  upon  him  by  the  novel  and  aggressive 
course  pursued  by  others.  That  Senator's  nnt  care 
was  to  defend  a  gentleman  of  his  own  Slate,  Mr.  Dalhv, 
vbo  had  been  assailed  here  by  namei  and  In  that  be  had 
soacledas  to  eficct  what  he  (Mr.  ,B.)  had  thought 
to  be  impossible:  he  had  increased  his  high  character 
for  priv^e  worth,  and  had  added  to  the  exalted  opinion 
entertained  of  tbe  goodness  of  his  heart;  for  this  gen- 
erous defence  was  volunteered  in  favor  of  one  with 
whom  it  was  not  his  fortuoe  to  be  on  terma  of  intimacy. 
He  showed  the  injustice  done  to  (hat  gentieman  by  at- 
tributing to  bis  letter  meanings  which  did  not  belong  (o 
itf  and  drawing  inferences  as  foreign  to  his  character  aa 
they  were  to  his  writing.  He  (Mr.  B.)bad  read  that 
letter,  but  not  since  it  had  been  the  subject  of  animad- 
version; and  it  might  be  that  his  knowledge  of  the  amia- 
ble character,  puiity  of  heart  and  purposci  and  modtaty 


of  deportment  of  the  writer,  bad  prevented  bim  from  m 
scanning  hii  words  as  to  be  able  to  find  the  dc«p  m»- 
chief  Which  tbey  concealed;  for  certainly  he  bad  not 
seen  tbe  anarchical  spirit  attributed  to  it.  In  many 
Ihinga  he  agreed  with  him,  especially  in  that  which  rela- 
ted to  vested  righU;  in  some  things  be  did  not;  bat 
where  he  did  not  agree,  it  was  atilT  the  disagiccmeat 
which  left  unimpeacbed  the  high  character  for  public 
and  private  worth  ithieh  Mr.  Dallas  brmtghl  with  him, 
u  a  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  to  this  cbaodter,  and 
carried  back  with  bim  from  this  chamber  to  PemmylmiB. 

Mr.  B.  then  referred  to  Mr.  ftbdisMl'a  wriUi^  No. 
44  of  the  Federalist,  to  sustsin  tlie  opinion^f  the  Sena* 
tor  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bocbabav,]  00  the  mtore 
of  the  contracts  which  the  clause  in  the  constitutioB  of 
tbe  United  States  was  intended  to  guard.  He  wdit 
would  be  seen  that  Mr.  Madison  confined  fl^  ela(Heea> 
tirely  to  private  righU  and  penooal  security  t  and  that  not 
a  word  of  what  be  said  could  be  extended  to  chartered 
privileges,  tbe  granting  of  which  bad  been  twice  rebsed 
in  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution,  and  the 
preservation  of  which,  therefore,  could  not  come  wHbin 
the  meaning  of  that  inatnimenU  Remarking  upon  the 
clause  in  (he  constitution  which  prohibits  tl»e  States 
among  other  things  from  passing  any  lav  imptirins  the 
obligations  of  contracts,  Mr.  H.  says: 

Very  properly,  therefore,  have  the  eonrentioB  adtl- 
ed  this  constitutional  bulwark  in  ftvor  of  personal  aeciiri- 
ty  and  private  rights;  and  I  am  much  deceived  if  tbey 
have  not,  in  ao  doing,  as  faithfully  consulted  tbe  genoine 
sentiments  as  tbe  undoubted  interests  of  tbeir  eonstito- 
ent).  Tbe  sober  people  of  America  arc  weary  of  tbe 
fluctuating  policy  which  has  directed  the  public  eouo- 
cils.  Tbey  have  seen,  with  regret  and  iadigiiatiai,  that 
sudden  changes  and  Irgistaiive  mterferenee^  m  eaaea  af- 
fecting personal  rights,  become  jobs  in  the  bands  en- 
terprising and  influential  speculators,  and  snares  to  the 
more  indualrious  and  less  informed  part  of  thecommu- 
nity." 

With  this  exposition  from  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  B.  would 
submit  that  chartered  privilejEr^  although  they  ttiight  be 
sold  for  money,  cnnstiiuie  no  part  of  the  conlracta  the 
inviolability  of  which  are  guarantied  by  tbe  constitution 
of  the  United  States;  and  while  this  is  plain  apoo  tbe 
face  of  the  words  used  in  the  Federalist,  namely,  "prv 
vate  riri»ts,"  '*  pr rsonal  rights,"  "  personal  security,"  it 
is  still  further  confirmed  by  the  words  which  follow,  and 
which  show  that  the  clause,  so  far  from  being  intended 
to  secure  enterprising  jobberaand  influential  speculators 
in  their  ilUgotten  advantages,  waa  realty  intended  to  pro- 
tect tbe  industrious  and  was  informed  part  tif  the  com- 
munily  against  their  legislative  maehinatiens.  Finely, 
and  in  full  proof,  that  tlie  clause  could  have  no  rektioo 
to  incorporations  and  bank  charters  is  proved  by  tbe 
fact  that  the  federal  convention  which  framed  the  con- 
stitution twice  refused  to  grant  the  incorporating  power 
to  Congress,  and  consequently  cannot  be  construed  to 
protect  the  ex'iatencc  of  a  thing  which  it  twice  refased 
to  create. 

Mr.  D.  said  this  was  llic  exposition  of  one  of  the  fathers 

of  the  constitution,  made  before  that  inr.rumrnt  was 
adopted  by  the  States.  There  had  been  many  exposi- 
tions of  it  since,  both  legislative  and  judicial,  and  out  of 
the  multitude  Mr.  B.  would  select  one  which,  in  all  the 
essentials  of  time,  place,  subject,  actinv,  and  action, 
would  claim  a  pre-eminent  and  omnipotent  voice  in  this 
Pennsylvania  question,  so  unexpectedly  thrust  in  upon 
us  here,  and  so  vehemently  plead  on  this  flour  in  bebalf 
of  a  certain  bank,  against  Itie  legislative  and  convemiooal 
power  of  the  State.  Mr.  B.  then  sent  to  the  Secreiary*s 
tMble  a  volume  of  the  statutes  of  Kentucky  for  the  yesr 
1820,  and  requested  that  the  Secretary  should  read  an 
^  which  he  pointy  cj^t^U^hig^^f^lar,  t^U: 
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As  act  lo  nptal  the  act  entitled  *  An  act  eatabliah- 
Mrindepeadeiit  banks  in  this  Connionwealtb,*  and  an 
ant  aupplemental  tbertto.**  ApproTed*  February  10, 
1890. 

*'PaiAKai.i. — Wheicaa,in  th«  t«nth  artiele  of  the 
eomtitulioD  of  Kentuckj,  it  it  declared:  First,  that  ill 
freenen,  when  they  form  a  social  compact^  are  equal] 
sad  that  do  omh  or  set  of  men  are  entitled  to  exclusive, 
wpmtea  ptriiKc  emohimeDta  or  privilegu  6om  ^  com- 
BMiiy,  but  In  oooaidcrBtkMi  of  pubBe  aerricwt  Andt  sec- 
oodty,  tbat  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all 
free  Govenunents  are  founded  on  their  authority,  and 
iaatitated  for  their  peace,  safeW,  and  happiness.  And 
wbereaa  it  b  aelf-evident,  seeordintf  to  those  fundamental 
principlei  of  govemnient,  that  all  laws  which  gnnt  to  a 
few  the  power  to  oppress  the  many  are  tyrannical  in  their 
Miure,  and  adverse  to  the  primitive  rights  of  the  peo- 
plei  Biid,  therefore^  repeahble  by  the  supreme  authori- 
ty. T»  aay  that  a  sale  of  the  primitivf  rightB  of  the 
people,  by  the  Legidature,  is  to  be  perpetual  and  unal- 
terable, because  there  is  a  contract  in  ttie  e$»e,  is  to  de- 
clare tbat  error,  and  abuse  of  power,  may  consecrate 
themselvas.  Fraud  vitiates  all  contracts.  To  effect 
the  intentiTO  of  the  parties  is  th«  object  of  all  laws  reg- 
vktinR  contracts.  That  a  privilege  granted  sbslt  be 
oaed  wc  the  destmctitm,  or  even  to  the  disadvantage,  of 
tiiose  who  nanted,  never  could  be  the  intention  of  the 
parties  aB  kgislalive  power  is  derivative — proceeds 
nvn  tbe  people,  and  is  to  be  used  for  their  prosperity 
and  bappioess  onlyi  consequently,  all  laws  of  a  contrary 
tandeney  violate  the  iotenlion  of  the  social  compact,  and 
are  subject,  upon  first  principlei^  to  the  condition  of  be- 
iar  repealed,  whether  the  evil  springa  from  the  nature 
oT  the  privilege  granted,  or  contract  entered  into,  or 
from  the  abuae  oT  eittier.  A  bank  charter,  from  its  na> 
tare,  extends  and  necessarily  confines  the  powers  and 
pfivileges  granted  to  a  lew,  to  the  ezclunon  of  the  many. 
It  thoKfore  follows^  as  an  unavoidable  conclusion,  that 
if  the  power  and  privHeges  granted  in  a  bank  charter  op- 
erate againit  the  public  good,  the  pec^le,  by  their  Le- 
gislature, have  tbe  primitive  rigtit  to  revoke  such  a  char^ 
ter.  To  tbe  end,  therefore,  that  the  good  people  of 
ttit  State  be  delivered  in  ftiture  from  tbe  baneful  effects 
of  the  power  and  privileges  gmnted  by  the  law  establish- 
ing independent  banks,  which  have  been  exernsed  in 
many  instances,  in  the  plenitude  of  tyranny,  oppression, 
waA  abuse,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  good  people  of  this 
State." 

When  the  Secretary  bad  read  to  tbe  end  of  tbe  pre> 
ambtet  Iw  paused  ana  inquired  whether  the  reading  of 
the  act  ttseir  was  deAed.  Mr.  B.  answered,  by  all 
OMans.  The  preamble  is  good,  and  the  act  is  better. 
It  shows  bow  the  republicans  of  Kentucky  dispose  of 
vested  righu  in  chartered  privileges^  and  bonus  con- 
tracts for  oppressing  a  Bute  with  bsnks,  and  how  com- 
pendiously they  teach  presidents  and  directors  of  banks 
to  sobmit  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  or  to  take  the  fines 
and  forfeitores  which  renstance  to  tbe  lawa  imposes  upon 
inswgeni  and  reftaotory  spirits.  It  presents  an  aotboi- 
ity  aw  eiample  which  tbe  friends  of  the  Bank  of  tbe 
Vm*ei  Stsiea  are  boand  to  respeei,  and  whidi  may  re- 
qobe  all  their  iegenuity  lo  answer,  en  this  floor  or  else- 
where. 

The  Secretary  then  read  tbe  act : 

*■  Sac.  l9U—Se  it  ataeted  by  the  Gtneral  Mtetnbly  qf 
the  Commonwealth  of  KmUtdoft  That  all  power,  right, 
or  prinlege,  granted  to  ihe  corpoFStions  established  by 
an  act  entitled  <  An  act  establishing  independent  banks 
in  thb  ConHaonwcalth,'  approved  January  S6ih,  1818, 
and  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  supplemental  to  the  act  es- 
tabfishhiff  independent  banks  in  this  Commonwealth,* 
approved  Febraary  3d,  1818»  to  deal  and  trade  in  dis. 
coaotib  biUs  of  exebangei  or  current  mooey,  or  lo  imue 


notes  or  bills  of  credit,  psysble  to  bearer  or  otherwise, 
ritall  be,  and  tbe  same  are  hereby,  repealed  and  re- 
voked, from  and  after  the  first  dsy  of  May  nextf  and  all 
other  powers,  rights,  and  privileges,  granted  lo  asid  cor- 
porations in  said  recited  acta,  are  hereby  repealed  and 
revoked  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Jsnusry,  1823. 

■<  Sic.  3d. — Be  it  fwthtr  (nacted.  That  any  person  or 
persons  who  may  act  as  a  president,  director,  or  any 
other  officer  of  any  independent  bank  in  this  State,  con- 
trary to  the  provi^ns  of  this  act,  shall  be  subject  to  all 
the  penalties,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  imposed  by  an  act 
entitled  ■  An  act  to  snppress  private  associations  for  the 
purpose  of  banking,'  approved  February  8th,  1813i 
which  penalties,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  may  and  shall  be 
imposed,  rceovered,collected,anddi8tributed,  according 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  last-recited  act. 

*'  Sac.  ZA.—Ba  it  farther  enaeted^  That  the  bonus  re- 
quired from  the  independent  bsnks,  for  the  privilege  of 
banking  for  the  year  1820,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, remitted. 

"  Skc.  4th.— it  further  enaded.  That  so  much  of 
the  act  to  incorporate  Saunders'sHanufacturingCompany, 
which  passed  the  31st  of  January,  1818,  and  the  supple- 
mental act  thereto,  approved  February  3d,  1818,  which 
gives  tbe  said  company  banking  privilege^  shdl  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealedi  and  the  second  section  of 
this  act  is  hereby  nude  applicable  to  the  persons  who 
may  bsve  the  mansgcmeAt  of  the  sud  roanufiicturing  ia- 
stitution." 

Ur.  B.  said  tbat  this  preamble  and  act,  taken  tc^ether, 
were  both  the  declaration  and  the  action  of  the  licgislature 
of  one  of  the  principal  States  in  tbe  Union— a  Slate  fer- 
tile in  many  ways,  and  in  none  more  so  thsn  in  the  pro- 
dnction  of  able  and  patriotic  men.  A  LegisUture  of  that 
State,  in  our  own  day,  and  In  our  own  time,  and  com- 
posed of  many  persons  now  living  and  actii^,  swept  off 
a  litter  of  banks  at  one  blow,  with  the  banking  privileges 
of  Lewis  Saunders's  cotton  bagging  factory  to  boon,  even 
after  they  had  been  two  years  m  operation,  maugre  all 
theircrieaabout  the  bonus  and  the  contract,  and  did  so,  not 
by  virtue  of  reserved  powers  in  eliarters,  but  by  virtue  of 
iMberentandunalienable  righta  in  the  body  politic.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  was  cotemporary  with  this  great  act — this  magna 
charts  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature.  He  remembered 
its  passage,  and  the  salisbetion  which  it  gave  to  the 
State,  and  to  tbe  surrounding  States,  and  to  the  whole 
Union.  He  remembered  more:  and  that  was  the  applause 
then  bestowed  upon  this  act  of  the  Kentucky  Le^lalure 
by  presses,  periodical^  news^spen,  sod  rej^isten^  which 
are  now  foremostln  denouncing chixensof^Pennnlvanta 
for  proposing  to  imitate  it  tn  a  case  where  afien  foreign- 
er^ more  than  native  citisens,  are  concerned,  and  where 
the  reaaons  for  acting  are  many  ten  thousand  times  greater 
than  in  the  case  of  the  independent  banks,  and  Lewis 
Saundera'sbankingeolton-bagginKfactory.  He  recollect- 
ed alao  that  the  doctrine  of  vested  rights  was  then  invo- 
ked by  the  stockholders  in  the  hecslomb  uf  banks  which 
were  aubjected  to  the  edge  of  the  sscrificial  knifej  and 
that  their  invocation  shared  tbe  same  fate  which  the 
ohim  of  the  m'rin^bt  judges  of  1800  suffered  when  they 
claimed  their  seats  and  salarica  as  vested  rights)  tbe  same 
fate  which  the  tenants  in  tail  and  some  of  the  eldest  sons 
suffered,  about  the  time  of  oor  Revolution,  when  enlaib 
were  aboltthed,  and  the  insolent  prerogative  of  primo- 

Citure,  as  Mr.  Gibbon  called  it,  was  suppressed  by 
t  the  same  fiite  which  the  friends  of  feudal  rights  suf- 
fered in  Fiance  in  1789,  when  Lafsyette  moved,  in  the 
Assembly  of  Notables,  the  entire  suppresnon  of  all  those 
rigbtat  the  same  fate  which  a  clergy,  loaded  with  prop- 
erty of  this  wiwld,  suffered  in  England,  when  all  the 
statutes  called  mortmain  were  passed.  In  all  tliese  case^ 
as  well  at  in  tlie  case  of  the  independent  banki^  and  Mr. 
Saunders's  bH-f«tory  J,.^k^^.g^^^f^Unit^ 
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SUtefl  Bank  of  Pennaylnnia,  the  plei  of  Tested  righu 
wiM  prcaMd  into  the  lervicf  i  but  it  htppencci  to  be  sd- 
dreued  to  thoie  who  could  disoriminite  between  the 
right!  of  properly*  which  the  public  good  requires 
to  be  held  sacred  and  inviolate,  and  the  pretenaiooi 
of  privilege  which  the  same  public  good  requires  to  be 
examined  and  controlled.  The  arguments  now  set  up 
against  the  repealabtlily  of  chartered  privileges  is  nothing 
but  the  same  plea  set  up  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  countries, 
in  favor  of  similar  privileges;  and  Mr.  B.  must  be  allow, 
ed  (o  say  that  there  is  no  comparison  between  the  style 
and  compoiiiion  of  those  arguments,  as  used  in  England 
and  Prance,  and  alio  in  the  United  States,  on  former 
occftsioni,  and  as  used  here  now.  The  advocates  fur  vested 
rights,  that  is,  chartered  privileges,  in  these  days,  do 
little  more  than  riiout*  or,  at  best,  indite  n  pararraph, 
-  pert  and  flippant,  coarse  and  trite,  or  heavy  and  dull} 
whereas  (he  old  advocates  composed  elegant  and  icholir- 
like  dissertations;  and  he  would  sdvisetheir  followers,  in 
these  days,  to  bunt  up  their  speeches  and  essays,  and 
copy  their  style,  and  at  least  give  us  had  doctnnes  in 
good  language. 

Mr.  B.,  with  as  much  reluctance  as  he  bad  fell  in  ad* 
verting  to  Pennsylvania  alfiiirs,  must  now  advert  to 
the  Maryhind  branch  of  tliis  question.  It  seems  that 
there  is  a  movement  in  Maryland  to  organize  a  conven- 
tion, by  the  inherent  and  unalienable  rights  of  the  peo- 
plr,  and,  without  a  legislative  act,  to  aher  and  change 
the  constitution  uf  the  Slate.  The  convention  held  in 
Michigan  is  one  of  this  kind,  and,  therefore,  the  recog- 
nition of  an  act  done  by  that  convention  is  resisted  on 
this  Boor,  by  the  friends  of  the  anti^onvention  party  in 
Maryland,  for  fear  it  may  operate  in  ftvor  of  the  conven- 
tion party  in  that  Slate.  1  his  is  the  way  that  Maryland 
politics  are  lugged  into  this  debate,  and  made  part  of 
this  disGusuon.  Mr.  B.  said  lie  had  often  seen  gcnile- 
mcn  argue  one  queition  wilh  an  eye  to  another,  but, 
usually,  wilh  the  delicacy  of  not  lugging  in,  by  name, 
this  other  question,  which  had  no  place  upon  the  record. 
But  this  delicacy  bat  nut  been  observed  upon  this  occa- 
sion. Michigan  alone  b  in  the  record  before  us{  yet 
Penn^lvania  has  been  dragged  in  by  namet  Mitryland 
has  been  dragged  in  by  namet  and  not  only  dragged  in, 
but  made  the  principal  subject  of  debate,  and  the  most 
furious  denunciations  levelled  at  a  portion  of  their  citi- 
zens. The  advocates  fur  the  Maryland  convention  are, 
not  incidentally  and  by  way  of  iiiucndo,  lashed  and 
Kourged  here  while  lashing  and  scourging  the  Michigan 
convention,  but  they  are  singled  out,  seized  upon,  and 
dragged  forcibly  and  violently  into  this  chamberi  and 
then  denounced  in  such  style  that,  no  doubt,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Msryland  convention  is  considered  as  com- 
pletely crushed  by  the  force  which  a&sails  it  here.  Be  it 
so,  said  Mr.  U-,  if  the  peuple  of  sovereiRO  Stales  are  wil- 
ling 10  have  their  afTairs  governed  by  denunciation  here. 
It  will  certainly  be  a  one-sided  game  on  (his  floort  for  it 
wu  manifest  that  there  was  one  party  at  least  here  who 
would  not  attack  the  impending  measures  of  any  Stale, 
nor  attack  the  conduct  or  motives  of  the  citizens  of  any 
State,  in  acting  as  they  pleased  on  what  concerned  them* 
selvesi  (here  was  one  party,  at  least,  here,  who  would 
limit  themselves  to  (he  just  defence  of  the  absent  snd 
the  awailed.  The  Msryland  convention  party,  then,  ia 
arraigned  and  condemned  here  for  proposing  to  do  what 
Uichigpn  has  done,  and  the  act  of  Mich'tgan  must  be 
stamped  with  reprobation  by  Congress  lest  it  become  a 

Sirccedent,  sanctioned  by  the  approbation  of  Congress, 
iir  the  jiistificstion  of  the  convention  party  in  Maryland. 
'I'liis  is  the  state  of  the  question  before  us[  and  Mr.  B- 
would  immediately  proceed  to  vindicate,  not  by  an  ar- 

Sument  of  his  own,  but  by  example,  lu'hnriU-,  and  prece- 
ent,  drawn  from  our  early  history,  and  fiom  tbe  wri- 
tings of  the  fott)  der«  of  the  republic,  and  otliera  vhich 


claimed  respect,  tbe  act  which  Micbigan  has  door*  wd 
which  a  party  in  Maryland  proposes  (o  do.  Mr.  B.  tbcD 
read  and  commented  briefly  upon  aeveral  pasaagea  from 
the  writings  of  Mr.  Madison,  Judge  Wilson,  of  Peonayhra* 
nia.  General  Hamihon,  and  Judge  Story,  in  bis  Commeata- 
riea  on  tbe  Constitution.  Mr.  Madison,  spiking  of  the 
alleged  defect  of  powers  in  the  convention  of  ITST, 
wbieh  formed  the  federal  constitution,  aays: 

"  They  (the  members  of  the  eonventwn'l  must  have 
reflected  (hat,  in  all  great  changes  of  establiebed  Gov- 
ernment«,  forms  ought  to  give  way  (o  substance;  that  a 
rigid  adherence,  in  such  cases,  to  the  former,  would  ren- 
der nominal  and  nugatory  (he  tranaceodent  and  precious 
righl  of  the  people  to  'abolish  or  alter  (his  Govcmaaeiit, 
as  to  them  ibalt  seem  most  likely  to  efTect  their  safety 
and  happiness,*  since  it  is  impossible  for  tbe  people  tpen- 
taneously  and  universally  to  idov«  in  concert  towarda 
their  object,  and  it  ia  therefore  essential  that  aucb 
changes  be  instituted  by  some  informal  and  unauthorized 
propositions,  made  by  some  patriotic  and  respectable  cit- 
izen, or  number  of  citizens.  They  must  have  recollect- 
ed that  it  was  by  thi«  irregular  and  amumed  privilege  of 
proposing  to  tbe  people  plans  for  their  aafety  and  happi- 
ness, (hat  (he  States  were  first  united  against  tbe  du^r 
with  which  they  were  threatened  by  (heir  ancient  Gor- 
ernmenti  that  commiUees  and  Congresses  were  formed 
for  concentrating  their  efforts,  and  defending  (heir  rigb(s, 
and  that  conventions  were  elected  in  the  several  States 
for  establishing  tbe  constitutions  under  which  they  are 
now  governed.  Nor  could  it  have  been  forgotten  tliat  no 
little  ill-timed  scruple^  no  zeal  for  aditering  to  ordinary 
forms,  were  any  where  seen,  except  in  those  who  wished 
to  indulge,  under  these  masks,  their  iceret  enmity  to  the 
substance  contended  for."— F^erclitt,  M.  40. 

Here  (said  Mr.  II.)  the  authority  of  the  people,  in 
their  original  seven  ign  capacity,  to  abolish,  alter,  snd 
change,  their  form  of  government,  is  fully  and  expressly 
set  forth.  The  want  of  legislative  authority  toj^ide  or 
direct  them  is  directly  waivedj  and  some  patriotic  and 
respectable  citizen  or  citizena  are  looked  to,  to  com. 
mence  tbeinforiMl  and  unauthorixed  piopontiona  which 
are  to  lead  to  a  conventioo,  and  to  end  in  tbe  adoption 
of  fundamental  changes. 

Such  citizens  arc  nut  considered  by  Mr.  Madison  as 
anarchists,  disorganizers,  disturbers  of  the  peace,  de- 
spoilers  of  property,  &c.,  but  ss  public  benefactors, 
prompted  by  palriutism  to  take  the  lead  in  a  work  of 
public  good  and  necemity.  Mr.  B.  particularly  noted, 
and  read  twice  over,  the  concludiiv  sentence  of  this  ex* 
tract  from  Mr.  Madison.  He  said  that  Mr.  M.  wu  one 
of  (be  most  careful  men  in  abstaining  from  personalities 
and  the  imputation  of  molivest  but  here  was  a  keen  cut, 
and  a  home  thrust,  at  the  old  (orirs  of  the  Revolution — 
King  George  ihe  Third's  men,  tbe  conaervaiives  of  fifiy 
years  ago,  who  were  indulging  their  secret  enmity  (o 
the  real  rights  of  the  people,  under  the  ma^k  of  zeal  fur 
adhering  to  forms,  and  eonscicnttout  kcruples  against 
acting  without  authority.  Mr.  B.  continued  his  rexd- 
ingst 

Extraeli  from  the  workt  nf  James  Wilamit  of  Permtyi- 
vania,  farmer^  Associate  Juttieeqftke  l^prme  Cvurt 
of  Ihe  (Mttd  SttUet, 

■■Permit  me  to  mention  one  great  principle,  the  vital 
principle  I  may  well  call  it,  which  diSiises  animation  and 
vigor  through  alt  the  others.  The  principle  I  mean  ii 
this:  that  the  supreme  or  sovereign  power  of  the  so- 
ciety resides  in  the  citizens  at  largei  and  that,  therefore, 
they  always  retain  the  right  of  abolibhing,  altering,  or 
amending,  (his  constitution,  at  whatever  time  and  in 
whatever  manner  they  shall  deem  it  expedient." — Vel. 
I,  /lage  17. 

**  why  should  wc  not  tcacb  o^c|i^I^^^^w  prioci* 
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plet  opon  which  we  ounelvei  hare  thouf^ht  and  acted? 
Ought  we  to  instil  into  their  tender  minds  a  theory,  e«- 
pecially  if  unToonded,  which  \»  contradictory  to  our  own 
pr«ct!ce«  built  on  the  moat  aolid  foundation?  Why 
should  we  reduce  them  to  the  eruel  dilemma  of  con- 
demning either  those  principles  they  have  been  taught 
to  believe,  or  those  persons  whom  they  have  been  taught 
to  revere  ?"—FW.  I,page20. 

"  Aa  to  the  people,  however,  in  whom  the  sovereign 
power  rrndes:  from  their  authority  the  constitution 
originates;  for  their  safely  sod  felicity  it  it  established: 
in  their  hands  it  is  as  clay  in  the  hands  of  the  potter; 
they  have  the  right  to  mould,  to  preserve,  to  improve, 
to  refine,  and  to  finish  it  as  they  please.  If  so,  can  it 
be  doubted  that  they  have  the  right  lilcewise  to  change 
it'— Fb/.  l,page4lS. 

(General  Hitmilton,  vindicating  the  convention  of 
1787,  which  omitted  to  prefix  to  the  federal  constitu- 
tion a  bill  of  rights,  aays: 

'*lt  IS  evident,  therefore,  according  to  this  (bill  of 
rights)  primitive  signification,  they  have  no  application 
to  eonstitutiona  professedly  founded  upon  the  power  of 
flie  people,  and  executed  by  their  immediate  represent- 
atives and  servants.  Here,  in  strictness,  the  people 
surrender  nothine;  and,  as  tliey  retain  every  thing,  they 
hive  no  need  of  particular  reservations." — fideraiist. 
No.  84. 

Judge  Story,  speaking  of  the  deelaralion  of  independ- 
ence, aays: 

"It  was  not  an  act  done  by  the  State  Governments 
then  organised,  nor  by  persona  chosen  by  them.  It 
was  emphatically  the  act  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
united  colonies,  by  the  instrumentality  of  their  repre- 
sentatives, chosen  for  that,  among  other  purposes.  It 
was  an  act  not  competent  to  the  State  Governments,  or 
«ny  of  them,  as  or^nised  under  their  charters,  loadopt. 
Those  charters  neither  contemplated  the  case,  nor  pro* 
vided  for  it.  It  was  an  act  of  original,  inherent  aover- 
eigniy  by  the  people  themselves,  resulting  from  their 
right  to  chsnge  the  form  of  Government,  and  to  insti- 
tute a  new  Government,  whenever  necessary  for  their 
mkiy  and  happiness." — Story's  Cimmenlarie$  on  the 
CtH$titutim,  vol.  1,  poge  198. 

Judge  Story,  eommeniinff  on  the  origin  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  convention  which  formed  the  first  General 
Gavenmefbt  for  the  colonies^  aays: 

*■  In  some  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  colonies,  which 
were  then  in  session,  delegates  were  appointed  by  the 
popular  or  representative  branch;  and  in  other  cases 
they  were  appointed  by  conventions  of  the  people  in 
the  colonies.  I'he  convention  of  delegates  assembled 
on  the  Ith  of  September,  1774;  snd,  having  chosen  offi- 
cen^  Ibey  adopted  certain  fundamental  rules  for  their 
proceedings. 

■*  Thus  was  organised,  umler  the  auspices  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  people,  acting  directly  in  their  primary, 
sovereign  capacity,  and  without  the  intervention  of  the 
fiinetionariea  to  whom  the  ordinary  powers  of  Govern- 
mmt  were  delegated  in  the  colonies,  the  first  General 
or  NaUoMi  Government. 

**Tfae  Congreasthusassembled  exercised,  t/Ie  fado,  snd 
dejmre,  a  sovereign  sulhority,  not  as  the  delegated 
agents  of  the  Government  de  facta  of  the  colonies,  but  in 
virtue  of  original  powers  derived  from  the  people." — 
Sl»ry't  Commentarin  an  the  Constiluiim,  vol.  l,pp-  185, 
ISf. 

Having  read  these  extracts,  Mr.  B.  forbore  to  make 
any  comments  upon  them,  barely  rmarking  that  they 
were  purposely  taken  from  different  political  schooln,  to 
show  that  those  who  differed  fundamentnlty  on  so  many 
points,  yet  agreed  perrectly  on  this  most  fundamental  of 
all  points,  namely,  the  inherent  and  unalieiuble  right  of 
th«  pe«vtc  to  meet  in  cooTcntioo  of  Ihrir  own  mere  will 


and  motion,  and  change  their  form  of  government  at 
their  pleasure.  He  would  next  show  that  this  great  right 
was  acted  upon  in  the  formation  of  the  present  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States^  ^nd  that  this  constituiion  owes 
all  its  force  to  the  voluntary  action  of  conventions  spring- 
ing from  the  people,  not  under  the  authority,  but  merely 
under  the  recommendation  of  the  State  Legialatures. 
Premising,  whst  every  person  knew,  that  the  deputies 
to  the  federal  convention  of  1787  were  appointed  to  re- 
vise the  articles  of  coiifi:deralion,  and  not  to  frame  a  new 
Government,  Hr.  B.  proceeded  to  read  the  first  reaolu- 
tion  of  the  convention,  in  communicating  their  work  to  tb« 
Congress  of  the  confederation,  and  requesting  the  Con- 
gress to  lay  it  before  the  State  Legislatures,  with  a  re- 
quest that  they  would  recommend  it  to  the  adoption  of 
the  people  of  the  States  in  their  conventions.   He  read: 

'*  Raohedt  That  the  preceding  constitution  be  loid  be- 
fore the  United  States  in  Congress  sssemblcd,  and  that  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  convention  that  it  should  afterwards  be 
submitted  to  the  convention  of  delegates  chosen  In  each 
Slate  by  the  people  thereof,  under  the  recommendation 
of  its  Legislature,  for  their  assent  and  ratification,"  &c. 

Here,  said  Hr.  B.,  this  great  convention  of  1787,  know- 
ing that  they  bad  no  power  to  give  or  grant  a  constitu- 
tion to  the  people  of  the  States,  merely  express  their 
opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  submitted  to  ihemi  and,  know- 
ing that  the  Slate  Legislatures  had  no  authority  to  order 
conventions,  they  merely  requested  that  they  would  rec- 
ommend them;  and  knowing,  further,  that  thesovereign 
power  was  in  the  people,  they  used  the  word  people  in 
preference  to  that  of  citizens,  qualified  voters,  freebold- 
em,  tax-payers,  or  any  thing  else  which  might  imply  a 
convention  not  springing  from  the  sovereign  p«iwer  of 
the  people,  but  piTcmed  by  existing  laws  and  eonslilu- 
tions. 

Ur.  B.  then  traced  the  mode  of  acting  under  thii  rec- 
ommendation by  the  States,  snd  took  the  convention  of 
Virginia  as  the  one  which  would  perhaps  be  admitted  to 
be  of  the  highest  authority  in  this  case.  He  showed 
that  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia  first  passed  a 
"  resolution,"  by  which  they  "  recommended"  the  peo- 
ple to  hold  a  convention,  and  next  passed  an  act  "  con- 
cerning" theconve'niion,  and  providing  for  its  accommo- 
dation, but  assuming  no  authority  over  it.  Be  then  re- 
ferred to  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  to  show 
that  they  had  met  sccording  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  General  Assembly,  and  thatthey  decided  tbe  impor- 
tant questions  connected  with  the  qualifications  and  elec- 
tions of  the  delegates  accordingto  wbstwas  satisfsctory  to 
themselves,  as  acting  in  their  sovereign  representative  ca- 
pacity, and  not  as  according  to  tbe  laws  and  constitution 
of  the  Stale,  as  if  created  by  their  authority.  The  history 
of  their  proceedings  opens  thus: 

In  convention,  Monday,  the  3d  of  June,  1788.  This 
being  the  day  recommended  by  the  Legislature  for  the 
meeting  of  the  convention,  to  take  into  consideration  the 
proposed  plan  of  the  Federal  Government,  a  majority  of 
the  gentlemen  delegated  thereto  assembled  at  the  public 
buildings  in  Richmond,'*  &c. 

The  first  act  of  the  convention,  after  organizing  itself, 
was  to  appoint  a  committee  of  privileges  and  electionsj 
and  a  most  numerous,  talented,  and  important  committee  It 
was.  It  consisted  <if  tweniy-eight  members,  among  whom 
were  the  firat  names  of  Virginia  and  of  America:  Benja- 
min Harrison,  Patrick  Henry,  George  Uason,  Governor 
Randolph,  John  Marshall,  James  Monroe,  James  Madi- 
son, George  Nicholas,  Paul  Carringlon,  and  others 
scarcely  less  distinguished.  I'he  business  of  this  com- 
mittee was  to  pass  upon  the  validity  of  the  eleetioi-s,  and 
to  decide  between  contending  parties  for  the  sime  seait 
and  the  words  in  which  they  make  their  report^  the 
evidence  which  they  received  in  coitf^ledcases,  and  the 
disrrgard  with  which  th^j;^^|e||^g.(^itu. 
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tional  qutliiicMtionfl,  all  proved  that  the  conTcntioD  judged 
fortbemielvest  in  their  high  capacity  ofrepreaeDtitiveiof 
the  nvereign  people,  and  independently  of  the  lawi  and 
comtitution  orvirginia.  The  word*  uaed  with  respect 
to  the  retuma  of  delegatrt  are,  not  that  they  are  found 
duly  elected,  or  legally  elected,  but  that  they  are  "aattt* 
factoryt"  the  evidence  received  where  eerlificalei  of 
etection  were  not  produced,  were  atateinenta  of  citizena 
who  said  they  were  at  the  election,  and  beard  the  theriflT 
prodaim  tueb  and  mch  candidate*  etectedi  and,  in  the 
caae  of  qualifteation,  where  a  petition  waa  presented  to 
vacate  the  icat  of  a  delegate  because  he  was  not  a  iree- 
holder  within  the  Commonweallh  of  Virginia,  the  report 
was  that  the  petition  be  rrjeeted.  All  these  reports  of 
the  committee  on  privileges  and  elections,  Mr.  B.  said, 
were  confirmed  by  the  convention,  and  the  tenor  of 
their  whole  proceedings  abowa  that  they  were  acting  in 
the  high  capacity  of  representing  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people,  ana  did  what  wasaatisfiudory  to  themselves,  and 
not  what  might  be  conformable  to  the  laws  and  constitu- 
tion of  Virginia.  In  fiut,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  ihere  compo- 
Mtion  of  every  convention  prcvea  that  ihey  are  independ- 
ent of  the  UwB  and  constitution  of  the  State,  for  juOj^es, 
Goremors,  and  all  officers  of  the  State  or  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, may  be  members. 

Mr.  B.  having  shown,  from  the  opiniona  of  the  most 
eminent  men,  and  from  ezsmples  of  the  highest  charaeter, 
that  conventioos  were  independent  of  State  legislalion, 
denosnded  how  it  waa  that  State  Legislatures  ammed  to 
have  power  to  grant  or  withhold  themF  He  wished  to 
see  their  grant  for  the  exercise  of  this  authority  t  He 
wished  to  see  how  it  was  that  they  who  were  servants, 
and  dressed  up  in  a  little  brief  aulh<mty,  undertook  to 

Evern  and  direct  the  people  in  the  exercise  of  an  In- 
rent  and  aoalienable  rights  They  could  not  get  this 
authority  from  the  people,  for  it  assumed  a  supremacy 
over  the  people.  There  waa  but  one  way  to  deduce 
their  title,  and  that  was  through  divine  right!  and  by  the 
grace  of  God  I  Any  thing  short  of  this  acknowledges 
the  sovereignly  of  the  people,  and  puts  an  end  to  the 
pretensioot  so  that  a  Leglalsture  which  should  now  aa- 
aume  to  authorizethe  people  to  hold  a  convention,  if  put 
to  a  derivation  of  tbetr  own  authority,  would  have  to 
adopt  the  style  of  those  Kings  of  Europe  who  hold  that 
God  has  put  the  people  into  their  care,  and  endowed 
them  with  all  authority  for  their  protection  and  preser- 
vation. A  legislative  advice,  counsel,  or  recommend- 
ation to  the  people  to  hold  a  convention,  and  an  appro* 
prialiott  of  money  to  defray  its  expenses,  is  certainly  a 
convenience,  but  it  is  not  a  prerequisite;  and  cunven- 
tions  to  ehange  the  form  of  government  may  be  held  by 
the  people  when  they  pleaset  taking  care  to  submit  their 
work  to  a  direct  vote  of  the  people  themselves,  or  to  a 
new  convention  elected  for  the  express  purpose  of  ap- 
proval or  rejection,  'as  waa  done  in  the  case  of  the  con- 
stitution of  ibe  United  Stalest  *^  thus  msking  sure  of 
the  approbation  of  a  msjoriiy  of  the  people  belbre  (be 
nr w  constitution  is  put  in  force. 

Ilr.  B.  bad  now  finiahrd  bis  view  of  this  question,  and 
would  make  a  brief  application  of  the  whole  to  the 
case  of  Michigan.-  The  people  there  bad  held  a  con- 
vention, by  their  own  power,  to  accept  a  fundsnrtental 
condition  of  their  admission  into  the  Union.  They  have 
accepted  the  eondUiont  and  the  objection  is,  that  the 
convention  waa  s  lawless  and  revolutionary  mob,  and 
that  bw  ought  to  be  made  to  auppress  and  punish  such 
assemblages  in  future.  Mr.  B.  would  hold  a  proposi* 
tion  for  such  a  law  to  be  the  quintenence  not  of  Euro- 
pean, but  of  Asiatic  deapotismi  and  sure  be  was,  it  would 
receive  no  countenance  by  the  vote  of  this  chamber.  In 
saying  this,  he  apoke  upon  a  recollection  of  the  past,  as 
well  as  upon  a  view  of  the  present.  At  the  Isst  sesnon 
of  Congress  all  this  denunciation  of  lawless  and  rcvolD- 


tionary-mobs  bad  been  lavished  upow4he  ooAventioB 
both  <^  Arkaossi  and  Hidiigan,  because,  btaag  Teni 
toriei^  they  bad  held  conventions,  and  framed  conetini- 

tions,  without  the  authority  of  Congress.  Our  anewen 
to  these  denunciations  were  the  same  that  we  give  now, 
namely:  1.  That  they  had  a  right  to  do  so  without  our 
authority,  and  all  that  we  could  require  was,  that  they 
should  send  ui  their  constitutions,  Uuit  we  migbt  see 
they  were  republican;  atxl,  3.  That  theae  Teniloriea  had 
several  limes  applied  to  Congress  for  an  act  to  regnhM 
the  holding  of  their  conventions,  which  were  alwajw  re- 
fused by  the  political  party  which  then  held  the  auprem* 
acy  in  tbia  chamberi  and  that  to  refuse  them  an  act  to 
regulate  the  holding  <^  a  conreution,  when  they  asked 
for  it,  snd  then  to  denounce  them  for  holding  a  coaven- 
tion  without  law,  was  unreasonable  and  contradictory, 
and  Bubjecled  ourselvea  to  the  reproach  both  of  injoa- 
tiee  and  ineon^ency.  Theae  were  our  answers  taen; 
and  we  added,  that  those  who  denounced  the  Arkansas 
and  Michigan  conventions  for  lawless  and  revolatiooary 
mobs,  would  find  themselves  unsupported  by  tbe  vole 
of  the  Senate;  which  turned  out  to  be  the  fact,  for  the 
negative  vote  was  exceedingly  smsll;  and  Mr.  B.  would 
add,  that  the  result  would  be  tbe  same  now;  and  that,  af- 
ter all  this  denunciation  of  the  conventioo  in  Michigan, 
Ihe  convention  party  in  Maryland,  and  the  disorgmniziag 
parly  in  Pennsylvania,  the  vote  would  be  about  aa  it  was 
at  the  last  seswm,  exceedingly  small,  and  entirely  too 
inconatderable  to  give  any  countenance  to  their  deoun- 
ciatlons. 

Ur.  B.  concluded  by  ezpresfing  the  hope  that  tbe 
Senate  would  not  adjourn  until  it  finished  thts  questioa. 
It  waa  due  to  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland  that  ve  ahoutd 
stop  a  debate  in  which  their  concerns  were  impn^yeriy 
introduced)  and  it  was  due  lo  Michigan  herself  that  she 
should  be  relieved  from  this  attendance  at  our  doors. 
She  has  been  debarred  of  her  rights  for  yean;  she  b  a 
State,  if  not  a  Stale  sf  tbe  confederacy;  atie  has  a  right 
to  be  admitted)  and  the  admiasion  of  a  Stale  is  a  question 
of  that  dignity  lo  be  entitled,  not  only  to  a  speedy  deei' 
•ion,  but  to  s  preference  over  all  other  quesUone  until 
it  waa  decided.  He  repeated,  what  he  had  aaid  some 
days  hefiire,  that  he  Itao  eome  with  hia  cloak  lo  camp 
on  this  floor  until  the  vote  was  taken)  and,  that  being 
bis  idea  of  what  all  ouglit  to  do,  be  would  not  cunaune 
time  by  speaking. 

When  Mr.  Bxktov  had  taken  his  seat, 

Mr.  PRESTON,  of  South  Carolina,  addreaaed  the 
Senate,  ftnd  observed  that  he  was  as  anxious  as  any-other 
Senator  could  be  that  Michigan  ahould  be  admitted, 
without  delay,  into  Ihe  Union.  She  is  a  soKre^ 
State,  ree<^ised  as  such  by  Congress,  (aaid  Hr>  P.,) 
and  her  present  portion  is  extremely  awkward;  and  as 
it  seems,  by  Ihe  declsration  of  her  Senaton^  that  (Miio 
baa  no  longer  any  intereat  in  (he  enfordng  of  the  con- 
dition required  in  'the  bill  passed  st  the  last  aeaaioa,  I 
am  disposed  to  waive  that  condition  altogether.  It  wu 
merely  with  a  view  (o  prevent  diffieultiea  between  ood> 
termineus  States  that  1  voted  for  its  inaertion;  but  as 
tbe  Senators  from  Ohio  no  longer  consider  it  acceagary 
M  It  security  to  that  Slate  on  the  question  of  bouodaty, 
I  am  ready  to  admit  Michigan  st  once,  ^et,  while 
these  are  my  feelinga,  1  rannot  bring  my  mind  to  vote 
for  the  whole  bill,  because  1  consider  it  as  containing 
matter  which  is  wrong  both  in  fact  and  in  princiide. 
As  the  bill  standu,  il  atates  a  which  the  Senatcooes 
not  know,  and  proceeds  on  principles  which  the  Senate  ' 
ourtt  to  repudiate.  I 
■  [Ur.  P.  here  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn;  but 
Ihe  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  the  motion  was  ; 
negatived:  Yeas  16,  nays  33.] 

Mr.  PaxsTow  resumed.    I  hayc  said  that  the  biS 
tMes  a  fact  which  ^  tg^g^Q^IS^^-  , 
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•A^HMUMHt  of  JiSkhigan, 


pnft  what  knowkdii^e  hu  tlw  body  that  the  solemn  con- 
dition imposed  by  the  Uw  of  CongTesa  hu  been  asiented 
to  and  complied  with  by  a  conrention  of  the  people  of 
the  Stale  of  Michigan'  We  have  no  authentication  of 
the  fsct]  none — none  whatever.  Yet  the  bill  slates  it  aa 
a  thin^  certain,  and  rests  entirely  on  that  assumption. 
When  you  turn  your  eyes  towairds  our  NorU)wei>tern 
territory,  what  is  the  spectacle  which  meets  your  view  7 
What  is  it  you  see  Midst  the  great  Ukes  north  of  the 
Slate  of  Ohio»  What  do  you  see  there?  The  State  of 
Michigan.  Can  we  look  behind,  or  belov,  or  above, 
tlwu  Sl»te  sovereignty?  Is  there  any  thing  which  we 
dare  to  recognise  except  lhat  Slated  No,  sir.  The 
State  alone  can  be  recognised,  or  hold  relations  with  U5; 
and  if  we  break  though  its  organ'zed  formii,  to  hold  in* 
tercoune  and  make  contracts  with  the  people  directly, 
it  ■■  n  rcvolulioDary  proceeding.  The  Stale  stands  be- 
tweca  OS  and  the  people  of  that  peninsula.  How  can 
ihe  citisena  of  that  State  make  ihemselvcs  known  to  us? 
How  un  you  know  their,  but  through  their  St^te  organi- 
zation? What  dojrou  know  oflliis  Mr.  Williams,  whose 
name  is  appended  to  a  paper  which  has  been  subnitted 
to  us  by  the  Bzcculive  of  Ihe  United  Slates?  What  as- 
surance have  you  that  he  is  not  a  mere  man  of  straw? 
What  tcatinoBy  do  you  posseu  to  prove  bis  existence 
and  Mitbenticate  his  signature?  None  whatever.  All 
that  is  presented  is  loose  psrol  testimony,  conjecture, 
hearsay,  and  scraps  of  a  newspaper.  And  are  you  to 
bind  a  sovereign  and  independent  SUte,  and  that  in  the 
highest  exerdae  of  sovereignty,  viz:  the  cession  of  terri- 
lory,  on  wch  testimony  as  this— testimony  that  would 
not  on  received  in  any  court  on  the  globe?  Is  such  a 
deed  aa  this  to  be  put  on  record,  and  remain  on  your 
srcktrea?  Howdoyoo  know  tbat  Uichigin  has  anent- 
ed  to  tbe  ODodition  of  ber  admission?  Does  the  State 
appear  before  you?  Have  you  her  great  seal?  Have 
you  the  authenticated  signatures  of  ber  functionaries? 
Without  these,  I  cannot  Uke  my  teat  in  this  chamber. 
Without  Ihese,  the  Senators  from  Michigan  themselves 
cannot  be  admitted  here.  I  therefore  set  out  by  affirm, 
ing  XYuA  tbe  fact  recited  in  the  preamble  of  thia  bill  is 
not  within  the  knowledge  of  the  Senate.  How  dare 
you  look  into  the  interior  operations  of  the  State  of 
Uicfaigan?  What  authority  have  you  to  gothere?  Who 
entitled  you  to  pass  by,  to  pass  over,  to  supersede,  the 
entire  l^^tive  authority  of  that  State,  to  create  an 
impaium  in  imperiot  lo  the  utter  subversion  of  the  Gov- 
cnunent  of  tbat  Slate,  and  the  overthrow  of  iti  consti- 
tution? Sir,  it  is  perfectly  monstrous. 

But  tbe  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  asks, 
bov  does  it  lie  in  our  mouths  to  say  that  this  organism  of 
the  pei^le  is  interpoaed  between  us  and  tbe  Legislature 
of  Mklitgan,  when  we  refused  in  January  last  to  re«^- 
nise  that  body  as  a  Legishlure  at  all,  and  declined  re- 
ceiviBg  a  fBcmorial  from  it  as  a  Legislature?  I  will  tell 
tbe  Scmtor.  When  we  refused  to  recc^nise  Ihe  exist- 
ence of  tbat  Legislature,  we  bad  not  recognised  tbe 
conalitulioa  of  Micbinni  and  it  was  not  till  then  that  we 
sanctioned  the  use  of  the  words  ^States  and  Legiatature. 
Wber^  iben.  Is  tbe  monstrous  inconsistency  so  triumph- 
antly urged?  Let  gentlemen  compare  the  dates,  and 
they  will  see  there  is  no  inconsistency-  When  Michigan 
fiiM  asked  to  be  admitted,  there  were  important  difficul- 
ties in  the  way,  and  we  could  consider  her  only  as  a  Ter- 
ritacial  Govemmeat,  ova  mere massof  individuals  inhabit- 
ing A  peninsula*  But'  a  ehange  came  over  the  mode  of 
hu  czislentt;  ber  State  constitution  wu  adopted  in 
April,  and  a  committee  of  this  body  reported  thai  they 
bad  examined  that  iaatrumcnt,  and  brought  in  a  bill  pro- 
ponog  the  mode  In  which  she  should  be  admitted  into 
the  Union.  On  the  15th  of  June  this  bill  became  a  law, 
acknowledging  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  be  erected 
into  a  State,  aitd  to  be  reoeived  into  the  conCedcrKy  on 
Vol.  XIIL— 17 
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a  certain  condition.  But  mark  you,  sir,  that  condition 
applied  solely  to  her  admission,  not  to  her  recognition  ai 
a  State.    What  are  the  words  of  the  proviso? 

"Provided,  always,  and  this  adm'mion  is  upon  the  ex- 
press condition,  that  the  said  State  shall  consist  of  and 
have  jurisdiction  over  all  the  territory  included  within 
the  following  boundaries,  snd  over  none  other,  to  wit: 
Brginning  at  the  point  where  tbe  above-described  north- 
ern boundary  of  tbe  SUie  of  Ohio  intersects  tbe  eastern 
boundary  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana,"  Stc 

This  proviso,  as  you  perceive,  applies,  with  cautious 
precision  of  language,  only  to  the  last  clause  of  the  pre- 
ceding scotence.  But,  independent ofthe proviso,  tlie  law 
constitutes  Michigan  a  free,  sovereign,  snd  independent 
State,  capab!e  of  admission  into  the  Union,  and  of  per* 
forming  every  act  of  sovereignty.  We  constituted  the 
Slate,  and  by  a  contemporaneous  act  we  required  the 
State  thus  constituted  to  perform  certain  conditions  be- 
fore becoming  a  member  of  the  confederacy.  Where, 
then,  is  the  mighty  inconsistency  about  which  we  have 
heard  so  much?  Before  he  charged  inconsistency  upon 
us,  why  did  not  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  BucHaHiit]  turn  lo  the  journal?  Michigan, 
it  is  true,  was  not  a  State  in  January,  but  slie  was  a 
State  in  June— a  State  selF-existing,  and  under  the  guar- 
antee of  the  United  Statest  and  U  is  because  this  change 
was  made,  that  we  are  incapable  of  holding  any  commu- 
nication with  her  citizens  in  their  individual  capacity. 
The  honorable  Senator  and  myself  have  in  this  matter 
exactly  changed  sides.  He  was  for  recognising  her  be- 
fore she  was  a  Stale,  and  I  was  opposed  to  it;  and  now 
lhat  she  is  a  State,  it  is  he  that  refuses  to  recognise  her. 
and  1  who  contend  for  it.  I  cannot  consent  to  dissolve 
ber  Slate  existence.  You  flbnnot  do  it.  It  is  out  of  your 
power.  She  exists,  independently  of  you.  These,  as  I 
underhand  them,  are  the  great  and  true  principles  of 
the  State  rights  party,  and  but  for  this  I  should  not  have 
asked  llie  attention  of  the  Senate  for  one  moment.  This 
bill,  in  its  present  form,  involves  a  gross  violation  of 
SUte  rightst  it  goes  to  the  utter  prostration  of  all  Stale 
Oovernment,  and  involves  the  doctrine  that  the  General 
Government  has  power  to  go  below  the  State  Govern- 
ment, and  look  beyund  it.  The  gentleman  talks  of  a 
convention  of  the  people  of  a  State.  These  are  all  com- 
plex lermst  and  in  what  sense  does  he  use  them?  Tlio 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  STRAaoa]  said  that 
the  word  "  convention"  had  no  technical  meaning;  that 
it  applied  to  any  assembly  of  the  delegates  of  the  people, 
no  matter  how  they  came  together.  Dtlegaies  of  the 
people!  How  does  he  know  that  they  arc  delegates? 
Here  are  we  wielding  the  destinies  and  casting  the  deep- 
est foundations  of  a  State,  without  knowing  the  meaning 
of  the  word  eottomium.  The  word  is  technical!  It  has 
a  constant  and  welt-defined  meaning  in  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States  and  of  the  States.  Am  I  to  be  told 
that  any  loose  gathering  of  the  population  isa  convention, 
within  Ihe  legal  neanmg  of  that  word'  Why,  sir,  was 
tbe  hte  Baltimore  convention  a  convention  ofthe  people 
ofthe  United  States?  Was  that  assemblage  capable  of 
giving  laws  to  us?  A  convention  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Stales  can  upturn  these  seals  and  banish  us  all 
from  these  balls(  can  destroy  the  Senate,  can  abolish 
Congress.  And  was  the  Baltimore  convention,  a  motley 
collection  of  postnui8ters,^team  doctor^  and  (iod  knows 
who,  a  convention  of  the  people  of  the  United  States? 
Sir,  I  would  not  give  tliia  pinch  of  snulf  for  tbe  tenure 
of  my  rights  under  this  Government,  if  any  such  assem- 
blage is  to  be  so  recognifle<1.  And  do  you  know  tbat 
the  convention  in  Michigan  was  any  thing  more  than  that 
which  met  in  Baltimore?  The  documents  do  not  show 
lhat  it  was  any  thing  more.  They  do  not  show  that  it 
was  as  much. 

What  is  a  coDventionf  The  GoiMl|t^^^^^^n)led 
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States  speaks  of  a  convenlioii  of  the  Stales;  and  what  <9 
meant  by  the  word  in  that  pUce?  I  will  tell  you  what  >t 
means.  It  means  a  regularly  delegated  budy,  comixg 
from  K  known  constituency,  wilh  a  political  o^aniurtion, 
and  endowed  with  sovereign  powers  over  (he  mtittcra 
intrusted  to  it.  That  is  a  convention  in  a  technical 
sense.  I  know,  indeed,  that  there  is  a  popular  imprcs- 
slon  that  a  cnnvention  is  a  sort  of  undefined  or  undcB- 
nable  thing,  which  rises  up  like  a  mist  from  the  people, 
without  any  known  law»  but  with  exceeding  power. 
But  this  is  not  a  eoiirention  in  the  sense  ofany  statute  or 
or  the  cuiutituticn.  A  convention  is  a  political  body 
proceeding  Trom  a  known  constituency,  and  regularly 
convened  fur  a  known  and  deRiicd  potiiical  purpose. 
Nuw,  do  you  know  what  was  the  constituency  in  this 
case  of  Michigan^  Have  you  any  authentj^c  evidence 
that  it  was  not  a  mere  vague  accidental  assembly  of  gen- 
tlemen, who  got  logellier  and  arrogated  to  themselves 
the  highest  righls  of  the  people?  What  are  the  powers 
ofa  conrenti(m?  If  it  is  a  convention  of  the  elementary 
kind  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolini^ 
who  shall  restrain  its  powers  or  give  bounds  to  its  au- 
thority ^  When  you  have  conjured  up  this  all-powerful 
spirit,  how  dare  you  undertake  to  restrain  it.'  If  the 
gentleman  once  assembles  the  majesty  of  Michigan,  can 
be  put  manacles  upon  its  hands^  No,  Kir,  it  is  the  great 
power  of  Ibe  State,  and  it  mocks  at  all  attempts  to  re- 
strain it.  Who  is  to  limit  its  doings^  The  instructions 
of  the  peopled  I  put  it  to  the  Senator  frcHn  Pennsylva- 
nia. I  R!tk  him  to  tell  me  who  are  the  constituency  of 
this  self-styled  convention  in  Michigan^  Will  he  tell  me, 
the  people?    Let  us,  then,  cxaipine  the  word^eop/( 


name  oilen  invoked,  about  u^ich  great  clamor  is  made 
by  some  gentlemen,  and  wit'  j^hom  we  have  been  re- 
peatedly threatened.  Who  are  the  people?  It  may  be 
difficult  exactly  to  definetbut  this  I  knnw,  thnt  I  am  one 
of  them,  and  1  do  not  look  upoft  this  ^ungt  the  petjple, 
u  some  grtat  monster  which  must  Kave  ^^rb^ge  thrown 
to  it  to  keep  it  qniet.  God  forbid  that  I  should  consider 
or  speak  of  my  fdlow-citizcns  as  a  mob,  having  a  will 
and  purposes  not  to  be  ascertained  through  their  consti- 
tutional organs — which  some  gentlemen  appear  to  un- 
derstand by  the  word  people.  No,  sir,  I  am  one  of  the 
people.  What  is  gooa  for  them  is  good  for  me.  What 
is  right,  and  just,  and  proper  for  them,  is  proper,  and 
just,  and  right  fur  me,  for  yon,  sir,  and  for  all  of  us. 
Ay,  sir,  the  proudcbt  Senator  upon  this  floor  is  but  one 
uf  the  people]  and  when  geiitlemcn  appeal,  in  whatever 
candied  phrase,  from  the  organiietl  will  of  the  people,  to 
what  thry  may,  for  the  occasion,  choose  to  consider  their 
will,  it  is  dune  in  an  cciually  exaggerated  conception  of 
their  cunning  and  the  ignorance  of  their  fellow-citiKcnB. 

Let  us,  however,  look  a  little  more  closely  to  the  mat- 
ter in  hand.  Who  are  the  people  of  Michigan,  of  whom 
the  gentleman  sneaks?  The  men,  women,  and  children? 
white  hnd  blacK^  foreigners  and  all?  Who  make  up 
the  people  ?  Who  are  they  ?  Gentlemen  cannot  answer. 
I  will  toll  you  who  they  ought  to  be.  They  are  that 
political  body  which  is  recognised  by  the  constitution  of 
a  StatCi  and  there  may  be  a  dozen  convent'ons  held  by 
the  tag>rBg  and  bob-tail  within  the  peninsula,  and  yet  not 
one  convention  of  the  people  of  Uicliigan.  It  must  be 
the  political  people  of  Michiga(?Vho  are  represented  in 
convention.  Who  is  it  th<it  shall  regidate  this  matter? 
Who  is  to  declare  wlio  are  the  people  and  who  not? 

Sir,  on  this  point  I  look,  at  the  last  seiision,  high 
l^round  for  Michigan.  I  held  then,  and  I  hold  now,  that 
it  IS  her  right,  and  hers  alone,  to  aay  vim  tite  people  of 
Michigan  are,  and  Conarresa  has  no  right  to  touch  the 
questiont  till  she  has  told  you,  you  cannot  know.  And  if 
tne  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  fihall  say  that  wir  ad- 
mission hill,  in  requiring  the  assent  of  the  people  of 
Uichlgan  assembled  in  coareaiiun,  meant  a  gathering  of 


all  tlie  men,  women,  and  children,  residing  witliln  tlie 
limits  of  that  Stale,  he  advances  a  doctrine  utterly  sub- 
ver^ve  of  the  State.  No,  sir,  the  question  of  ssKnt 
was  r«ferred  by  our  act  to  a  political  hodyt  the  politieil 
people  of  Uicnigan,  in  regular  convention  assembled. 
And  what  proof  have  we  that  the  recent  assemblage  wai 
such  a  convention?  None  in  the  world.  A  newspaper 
paragraph!  private  letters!  parol  tealimony !  Is  this  evi- 
dence? Who  voted?  Uid  the  women  and  cliiklreri'^ 
We  are  told  that  there  were  more  members  than  in  the 
first  convention,  and  a  larger  constituency.  But  how  is 
this^  Uid  not  the  matter  concerning  which  the  fitit 
convention  assembled  involve  the  very  highest  topie-that 
can  engross  and  agitate  a  community  ?  Was  it  any  thing 
short  of  war  with  Ohio,  and  nullification  of  the  acts  of 
Congress?  Under  this  excitement,  a  certain  nuihber  of 
voters  turned  out,  and  now  gentlemen  show  us  that  Ibe 
number  has  been  nearly  doubled.  Uow  is  this  to  be  ac- 
counted for?  Has  the  excitement  been  increased?  It 
has  been  dimini^ed.  How  will  these  things  look  fifly 
years  hence?  That  Congress  received  the  acts  of  such 
an  assemblage,  in  direct  contradiction  of  those  of  tbeir 
political  constituents. 

It  might  be  considered  incumbent  on  me  to  prove  that 
Michigan  is  a  Stale,  for  the  honorable  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  STaAses]  has  denied  it.  On  this 
subject  I  belong  to  what  has  been  deemed  an  extreme 
sect.  But  not  in  the  very  wildest  of  our  excitement  have 
I,  for  one  moment,  pushed  the  doctrine  of  Slate  rights 
beyondthe  old  JefTersonian  principles.  Slamling,  where 
1  have  ever  stood,  on  those  principles,  and  upon  then 
alone,  I  am  here  called  to  vindicate  the  SUte  exirtence 
of  Michigan.  If  the  idea  of  the  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina is  correct,  then  there  is  no  existence  for  a  State  bat 
in  this  confederacy.  I  will  put  a  question  to  that  honor- 
able Senator.  What  was  North  Carolina  before  she 
came  into  the  confederacy,  and  after  the  confederacy 
was  formed?  And  yet  he  holds  that  Michigan  is  not  a 
State,  because  she  has  not  been  admitted  into  it.  If  dt« 
is  not  a  Stuff,  pray,  what  is  she?  She  must  either  be  a 
Territory,  or  tise  be  i'l  an  elementary  state,  like  tIte  Di». 
trici  of  Columbia.  When  gentlemen  once  wtt  out  wKh 
these  arrogalions,  there  is  no  knowing  where  tkejr  are 
to  end.  No,  sir,  Michigan  is  a  SUte.  I  vindicate  ber 
State  sovereignty,  and  I  am  anxious  exceedingly  mx- 
ious,  that  thst  sovereignty  should  not  be  tarmihed  is  iia 
very  first  act. 

I'hen  I  say  that  there  has  nut  been  a  cooveetton  ait 
Ann  Arbor,  that  the  people  of  Michigan  have  not  been 
there  represented.  Hut  here  we  are  met  by  a  rtdutlio 
ad  abmrdum.  We  are  asked,  if  the  people  of  Hiehifaa 
were  not  to  meet  to,  how  could  they  meet.'  Sir*  if  there 
is  any  one  thing  more  dangerous  than  another,  ft  ie  first 
to  create  a  difficulty,  and  then  to  create  a  power  in  Oov> 
ernment  to  meet  it.  It  is  dangerous  in  the  exlreme» 
with  no  other  warrant  than  a  pTianlom  conjured^p  by 
ourselves,  to  call  for  weapons  to  destroy  it,  wbt^  are 
powerful  enough  to  destroy  liberty.  What!  are  gentle* 
men  to  make  powers'  Are  tliey  to  say  a  certain  power 
is  needed,  and  therefore  we  will  create  ttf  Nu*  lei  them 
go  to  their  masters.  I,et  Ibem  go  to  the  States  and  a4t 
for  it.  But  here  there  is  no  such  necessity.  You  have 
the  p'jwer  already  created. 

A  convention  ia  provided  for  in  the  conslitotioo  of  the 
United  States  and  in  the  conttitulioQ  of  the  Slate  of  Mich- 
igan— instruments  which  are  obligatory  on  us  and  on 
that  Slate.  We  have  recogniaed  her  constitiitioD,  nod  it 
declares  that  a  convention  shall  be  nlled  only  in  a  cer- 
tain way.  Have  you  a  right  to  subvert  that  oonetituUMF 
Will  you  virtually  repeal  it  in  the  very  act  of  confirouag 
it?  1  invoke  the  Senators  who  have  been  elected  from 
Michigan  to^  me  in  defending tluLyighiaef^etr  %Wt. 
Here  u  Congress  propp^jp^l^^^^j^^^ir  on- 
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potion,  ^lAoiptinc  I9  eifeaoucribe  thtir  own  Legtdi* 
tufe.  I  omlithem  to  tliw  rctcue.  .Unch'  hut  bf en  said  in  tb'ii 
debate  mbouX  M^'  - '.[i,of  ihepcople^jind  we  have  betn  re- 
minded' thut  tti  .-  .tith  ifl  paramount  to  M  enacttoents. 
God  ibrbid  tbtt  t  should  subscribe  to  that  doctrine  in  tbe 
teiue  here  adTtDced.  What?  Do  1  hold  my  rights  by 
the  mer«  populur  breath?  Sball  I  trust  the  liberties  of 
ui  tUe  people  to  such  a  Government?  Ha,  sir.  [  look  to 
the  ^worded  viHoF  thff  peopte-^lo  tiie  Will  of  tbt  people 
u  tb^  have  ioibodted  it  in  their  political  iastltutions.  I 
look  (or  the  will  or  tbe  people  of  Michigan  in  the  consti- 
tution of  Michigan.  And  Ihey  offend  the  rigtita  of'the 
people  who  look  over  tliat  instrument  to  the  voice  of  a 
mere  popular  aasembly.  The  constitution,  that  is  the 
people's  will — their  solemn^  defined,  recorded  will. 
Tell  me  not  that  that  is  tbe  will  of  the  pwtple  which  can 
be  expressed  by  a  mere  transient  party  cbucus  muve- 
Bent.  The  people's  will,  1  repeat  it  again,  is  the  peo- 
pled constitution,  and  I  will  not  live  in  a  society  that  rec- 
ognises any  other.  Sooner  turn  me  loose  to  tbe  savage 
state, -let  me  be  armed  to  His  teeth,  and  prepared  to 
Blake  war  on  every  neighbor,  rather  llian  be  under  the 
^vernmeot  of  mobs  and  caucuses.  Nu  convention, 
thctcfure,  can  be  entitled  by  that  name,  unless  it  was 
beVl  aecordii^  to  tbe  canttitution  of  the  State  of  Hichi- 
|«a;  and  tf  you  rec4^nise  any  other,  you  subvert  the  con* 

stitOtHHI. 

'Xow,  I  ask,  bow  was  tbe  first  convention  formed'  It 
AMcrabled  uoder  the  recommendation  of  the  Legislature 
of  Midllgan,  under  an  act  which  recognised  the  binding 
astboriiy  of  the  constitution.  The  acts  were  duly  au- 
tbeoticatcd,  and  se,nt  here  with  all  the  formulas  of  authen- 
tication upon  ttiem.  It  was  the  deUberate  judgment  of 
the  people  of  Hichigiin,  regularly  expressed.  But  this 
will  Tirtually  goes  (o  appeal  from  the  entire  authority  of 
the  people  ol  l^chigan,  to  the  honorable  chairman  of  our 
Judiciary  Committee.  He  decides  in  the  very  teeth  of 
the  Legislature  or  Michigan,  who  must  be  supposed  to 
Boderstand  their  own  rights  and  duties,  and  who  passed 
a  hw  for  a  convention — which  convention  did  act,  and 
duly  ceriified  its  action.  There  was  great  point  in  the 
(pieation  put  by  the  Senator  Rwn  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewmo.]  If 
the  first  convention  had  acceded  to  the  terms,  and  then 
this  new-fangled  and  self-created  convention  had  met  and 
resonded  the  act  of  assent,  how  would  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  BtrcaASAs]  have  then  decided  be- 
tween the  two  conventions?  Would  he  for  one  moment 
have  held  up  the  latter  against  the  former?  No,  sir. 
HOf  DO.  Tlie  Senator  would  ha^e  exclaimed,  **  Tell  me 
not  of  tbe  lawless  pmceed'uigs  of  a  disorganizing  assem- 
bhig*.  Here  b  the  act  of  a  reguUr,  a  legitimate  con* 
vei|lion,  beld  accordiiig  to  Iswt  and  what  is  the  language 
ef  M&chigfto,  if  this  is  not?"  In  what  terms  of  indignation 
would  the  Senator  have  rebuked  us  for  paltering  with 
Icrauw  and  casting  the  mantle  of  a  convention  over  the 
UBauuKwized  resolves  of  a  lawless  auemblyf  But  cir- 
cuovtaneea  alter  cases.  A  convention  regularly  8>nc- 
tieoed  by  tbe  L^islalure  has  refused  to  accede  to  your 
terota.  And  bow  will  you  get  out  of  the  diflicully?  By 
calBng  together  a  nameless  body  to  controvert  the  will  of 
tbe  pcf>ple,  eipressed  through  their  own  devised  and 
coastiiuled  organs,  to  repeal  o£Bcial  acts  sealed  and  cer- 
tified by  their  own  functioouries?  Shall  we  declare  the 
act  of  their  Legislature  to  be  unconstitutional?  Who 
gave  us  any  such  right?   None  dare  do  it. 

But  tbe  gentleman  from  Uiisissippl  [Mr.  Walku]  re- 
minded OS  that  tbe  first  convention  itself  declared  its 
WMl  of  power  to  alter  tbe  constitution.  Well,  sir,  if 
that  convention  had  not  tbe  power,  what  right  have  we 
to  give  superior  power  to  another  body?  If  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Legislature  of  a  State  could  not  invest  a  con- 
ventwn  with  power  to  change  the  cunstitutioaof  a  SUte, 
<M>  ffc?   It  to  preposterous. 


[SXVATR. 


The  honorable  Senator  over  tbe  way  [Mr.  Bucbawam] 
comes  from  tbe  great  State  of  Penn^lvania,  and  I  from 
tbe  little  State  of  S^th  Carolina.  He  comes  from  a 
non-slaveholdingSutCil  from  a  slaveholding.  Will  be 
claipi  to  go  behind  the  act  uf  my  Legislature,  and  call 
upon  the  t^ple  of  South  Carolina?  Intimations  wero 
once  made,  and  from  high  quarters,  that  this  General 
Government  would  look  behind  tbe  constituted  au- 
thorities of  South  Carolina  for  the  will  of  the  peoplei 
and  what  people  will  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvsnia 
select?  Ttii  free  white  ciiizens,  or  black  and  white 
people,  of  (he  State  of  South  Carolina?  Will  the  gen- 
tleman cnn:<ider  the  human  beings  or  the  whtti>  men  of 
South  Carolina  her  people'  South  CaroYia-\  alone  can 
decide  that  fur  herself,  and  Michigan  fur  herst.-irj  and 
this  Government  ought  not,  and  canno'.  Tor  eitbt  r.  I'he 
gentleman  perceives  that  I  am  deeply  interested  In  this 
matter.  There  is  a  deep  and  a  fearful  reason  why  I 
shall  not  lut  him  look  behind  tbe  constitution  and  Legis- 
lature of  a  State.  Sir,  we  talked  much  of  conventions 
during  the  period  of  our  kte  excitement  in  South  Caro- 
lina. We  had  then  the  convention  of  a  party,  large  and 
numerous,  which  sat  from  day  to  day,  adjourned  from 
time  to  time,  appealed  from  the  Legislature  to  the  peo- 
ple, held,  it  was  rumur^l  Lbommonicalions  with  this 
Government,  and  it  was  miA  rumored  that  oflicers  of 
this  Government  threatened  to  consider  it  as  South 
Carolina,  and  to  obey  its  orders  in  wielding  the  bword  at 
that  moment  held  drawn  against  the  State.  The  same 
dangerous  and  disorganizing  principles  are  avowed  in 
ihisbill.  Sir,  when  once  we  gel  behind  the  Legislature, 
and  get  into  conventions^  who  speaks  the  voice  of  the 
people?  Who  has  got  it?  Each  man  says  that  he 
speaks  itj  but  who  is  right?  The  party  in  power  will 
always  say  that  tbe  voice  which  disapproves  their  acts  is 
not  the  voice  of  the  people.  It  is  in  this  way  they  Mtis- 
fy  their  conscience.  And  shall  it  be  that  on  the  will  of 
the  majority  here  repose  all  tbe  powers  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  all  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States?  I  trust  such  a  8t:>te  of  things  will  never  occur. 
Supposing  that  this  was  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  in- 
stt  ad  of  Michigan,  and  there  were  two  conventions,  one 
at  Philadelphia,  and  one  at  Harri'diurg,  expressing  opin- 
ions directly  the  reverse  of  each  other,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  Senator,  would  express  the 
voice  of  the  people?  I  can  tell  you,  sirj  it  would  be 
that  which  expressed  bis  »wn  sentiments.  What  I  de- 
sire is,  that  we  should  not  proceed  on  these  resolutions 

Sassed  at  Ann  Arbor  as  an  act  of  the  State  of  Michigan, 
ut  shall  wait  until  we  have  the  act  of  that  Slate  in  a 
re^br,  organized  form.  What  is  a  Statr?  It  is  a  po- 
litical  organization  within  a  certain  territory,  and  its  po- 
litical organization  is  the  imbodyiiig  of  its  rights  in  a 
constitution.  If  you  look  beyond  this,  there  is  no 
State)  there  may  be  a  population,  but  there  is  no  State. 
Sir,  this  bill  has  been  characterized  as  revolutionary, 
audit  is  so.  It  is  an  appeal  from  the  OorernraenI  to 
the  people,  from  written  constitutions  to  unwritten, 
from  organized  systems  of  Government  to  disorganized. 
Tbe  very  act  of  this  Ann  Arbor  convention  is  itself  an 
act  of  disorganization.  It  grants  away  the  territory  of 
Michigan,  yet  it  is  itself  not  known  to  St^ite  ainbority. 
Supposing  that  some  of  these  Ann  Arbor  gentlemen 
should  be  arrested  on  criminal  process,  unu  tried  fur 
their  proceedings,  how  wouU  they  fare  before  a  judicial 
tribunal?'  Sir,  they  are  guilty  of  treason.  Could  they 
plead  the  act  of  Coo^eKS?  It  would  not  aval)  them; 
Congress  is  not  their  Legislature,  if  asked,  what 
brought  you  here?  if  called  upon  to  show  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  calling  them  ihtre,  wliut  could  they  :;nBW*<  r? 
To  bring  the  question  home,  suppose  the  Legit-la'ure 
should  disavow  their  powers,  what  can  we  say?  Can 
ve  say  that  that  assembly  was  Leg!*- 
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klure?  Would  tlie  gcnlleman  from  Pennsrintnia  ny 
to  the  people  of  Michigan*  we  will  not  listen  to  your 
Z^alaturei  you  shall  be  in  the  Union,  and  you  ahall  be 
hi  It  under  the  eondition  we  prescribed?  I  Ihink  he 
would  not.  lite  Legislature  mi^ht  repeal  the  act  of 
that  convention  to-tnotrowt  and  iithe  question  came  to 
a  judicial  inTestigalion,  how  would  that  gentleman  plead 
the  powera  of  that  convenlion?  Suppose  the  territory 
should  be  disputed,  and  the  courts  of  Michigan  under* 
Uke  to  try  an  officer  of  the  State  of  Ohio.  He  justifies 
under  lliis  convention,  and  we  take  ground  that  it  had 
no  power  to  act.  Hnw,  I  ask»  would  a  court  or  justice 
decided  Will  any  gentleman  say  that  the  court  in  Uichi- 
gan  would  consider  itself  aa  bound  by  such  an  act?  I 
am  greatly  mistaken  if  there  is  any  judge  in  the  land 
who  would  not  hoot  at  it.  The  State,  to  be  sure,  may 
acquiesce  in  it.  1'hat  is  pmsible;  but  we  have  no  guar- 
antee of  it.  Aim!  if  not,  your  act  will  be  lauded  to  acorn. 
Sir,  it  does  strike  me  that  this  wholesale  violation  of 
charters — this  wholesale  nullification — goes  infinitely  be* 
yond  what  we  in  the  South  ever  thought  of.  We  never 
applied  the  doctrine  of  nullification  to  the  act  of  any 
LegtsUture  within  its  own  bounds;  but  the  sweeping 
nullification  of  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee goes  to  the  breaking  down  of  all  Slate  powers  and 
constitutions.  This  is  nullification  by  Congress;  it  is 
nullification  with  a  vengeftner,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  It  ia  very  dangerooi. 
We  in  the  South  went  on  the  ground  that  the  General 
ciovemment  had  transcended  ita  poverf,  and  that^  so 
far,  its  acts  were  not  binding;  and  our  position  was  vin- 
dicated here,  upon  thia  floor,  in  1833,  with  unanswered 
and  unanswerable  reasoning;  and  those  who  remember 
tliat  affair  may  take  occasion  to  aneer,  but  will  never 
venture  upon  the  argument  again.  Whatever  was  our 
doctrine  or  purposea,  we  came  boldly  out,  and  risked 
our  property  and  life  on  the  issue.  We  did  not  palter 
with  public  hith,  upon  flimsy  subtleties,  or  stifle  the 
voice  of  honesty  by  a  pettifogging  technicality. 

I  trust  there  are  interests  in  South  Carolina  which  will 
always  save  her  from  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  soph- 
isms sod  subterfuges  to  vindicate  an  equivocal  bonM- 
1y,  or  to  hide  herself  in  ttusty  geoerarities  while  ahe 
violales  her  charter. 

The  honorable  Senator  lella  us  that  the  principles  re- 
cently avowed  by  leading  men  of  hia  party  in  Pennsylva- 
nia have  been  misunderstood.  I  am  glad  to  hear  it{ 
for,  as  I  and  the  public  have  understood  those  principles, 
they  are  utterly  revolting  and  ^horrent  to  my  nature.  I 
do  not  deaire  for  one  moment  to  live  undera  Oovemment 
where  sucb  doctrines  prevul— doctrines  which  go  to  dia- 
solve  the  bond  of  anciely.  I  know.  Indeed,  that  extreme 
glosses  are  sometimes  put  on  the  language  of  men  in 
party  times,  but,  aa  I  underatand,  that  celebrated  letter 
IS  a  call  upon  pauperism  to  enlist  against  property,  to 
violate  contracts,  to  strike  first  at  bank  charteraand  then 
at  land  charters,  until  nothing  safe  is  left  in  the  commu- 
nity. It  is  said  that  the  will  of  (he  people,  as  that  will  is 
ucerlained  by  the  great  high  prieats  who  minister  con- 
tinually in  the  presence  of  power,  is  to  supersede  every 
thing:  corporations,  bank  charters,  acts  of  a  State  Legia- 
lature.  State  eonstitulions— all,  all  are  to  go  by  the  board. 
Sir,  I  start  back  in  horror  from  such  doctrine  and  its 
abetters.  But  I  will  not  longer  detain  the  Senate.  I 
have  stated  my  objections  to  the  preamble  of  this  bilit 
let  theae  be  taken  out  of  the  way,  and  I  am  ready  to  ad- 
mit Michigan  to-morrow.  I  ahall  be  glad  to  see  her  take 
her  place  amongst  the  confederate  States,  and  it  will  be 
a  personal  gratification  to  me  to  be  officially  associated 
with  (he  worthy  gentlemen  who  are  waiting  to  take  their 
seals  as  her  Senators. 

Mr.  STRANGE  said  he  was  greatly  flattered  in  iuving 
the  few  hasty  and  desultory  remarks  b«  hsd  let  (all  the 


other  day  made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Soofb 
Carolina  [Hr.  Pbistov]  » large  %.  portion  of  the  teift  of 
the  very  fervid  and  etoqaentaddreas  he  bad  hnt  defiver' 
ed.  He  had  been  so  agreeably  entertainea  n  to  be  on- 
willing  to  interrupt  him,  even  for  the  purpose  oTreseuitv 
himself  from  misapprehennon;  but  he  now  rose  main^ 
for  that  purpose.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  PsESTon]  has  represented  me  as  saying  that  a  con- 
vention was  an  undefined  sotnething,  rising,  like  a  mist, 
from  the  popular  mass,  scarcely  perceptible^  but  very 
powerful.  What  1  meant  to  tay,  sir,  nnd  what  I  tlunk  I 
did  say,  was  that  there  was  no  mode  pointed  ont,  ehher 
by  the  common  law  or  by  statute,  by  which  a  eonvenfioa 
was  to  be  assembled;  and  1  distinctly  atated  that  a  con- 
vention was  an  aasembli^e  of  the  people  of  any  commu- 
nity, either  in  person  or  by'  their  agents  or  represenu- 
lives;  and  when  so  assembled  its  powera  were  vast,  and, 
in  a  state  of  nature,  unlimited.  The  Senator  haa  aaked, 
when  Congreas  has  called  together  a  convention,  who  is 
to  control  it  *  and^  in  so  doing,  hu  plainly  misapprehend- 
ed me  in  another  particular.  I  nave  never  said  that 
Congress  has  the  power  to  convoke  a  convention  in 
Michigan,  or  in  any  other  State,  or  any  where  else,  ez< 
cept  in  the  ca<te8  specially  provided  for  in  the  fifth  article 
of  the  constitution;  and  am,  therefore,  not  called  upon  to 
answer  the  Senator's  qtiestion.  1  do  not  conceive  the 
convention  held  in  Hicbigan  to  have  been  in  obedience 
lo  an  act  of  Congress,  or  that  tt  was  called  by  Congress. 
In  this  matter  I  accord  fully  with  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  BocHAirafr,]  that  the  act  of  last  aeaston 
was  a  mere  offer  on  the  part  of  Ct>ngresa  to  Ibe  people 
of  Michigan,  which  they  might  either  accede  to  or  re- 
ject, at  their  pleasure.  Congress,  in  effect,  says  to  the 
people  of  Michigan,  we  will  create  you  a  State  of  the 
Union  upon  certain  conditions,  which  conditions  are, 
that  you  shall  meet  in  convention,  and  assent  to  certain 
territorial  limits,  which  we  have  preseribed  aa  those 
within  whtcli  we  are  willing  to  create  a  State.  The  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  may  either  meet  in  convention,  or  de- 
cline it,  at  their  pleasure;  and  being  so  met,  they  xatf 
either  agree  to  the  bounduries  proposed,  or  refuse  them; 
and  the  only  consequences  are,  that  in  the  one  case  tbef 
accept  the  terms  offered  them  by  Congress,  and  becose 
a  State,  and  in  the  other  reject  them,  and  remain  ■ 
Territory,  as  they  were  before.  The  only  question, 
therefore,  which  we  have  now  to  decide  ia,  haa  Michigan 
accepted  the  terms  proposed,  or  not?  ObjectionB  are 
raised  to  the  authority  of  Congress  to  enter  into  bargtfas 
or  contracta  with  any  Slate  in  thia  Union;  bat  that  ob* 
jection  proceeds  upon  the  assumption  of  the  fact  that 
Michigan  is  now  a  State — the  very  point  upon  which  the 
Senator  from  South  Carelina  and  myself  are  at  isMe.  I 
have  dented,  and  do  still  deny,  that  Michigan  is  a  Slitet 
and  insist  upon  it  that  the  very  process  is  now  gmng  on 
to  make  her  to,  or  rather  to  ascertain  whether  she  is  so 
or  not.  In  my  remarks  the  other  day,  I  did  not  speak  of 
any  claim  for  Michigan  to  be  a  State  by  reaaon  of  tlw 
ordinance  of  1 7S4,  declaring  that  the  portiona  of  coaotrjr 
situated  in  the  Northwestern  territory  should  become 
States  upon  attaining  a  certain  amount  of  pooulatient  nor 
is  it  necessary  for  me  to  remark  upon  that  ordtnanee  now, 
for  I  perceive  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  doeo 
not  base  his  argument  that  she  is  a  State  upon  that  ordi- 
nance. On  the  contrary,  he  distinctly  admits  that  in  JaiM- 
ar^  last  she  was  not  a  State,  but  became  so  by  the  actio* 
of*^ Congress  in  June. 

Now,  sir,  I  deny  that  any  thing  took  place  in  June  (o 
give  to  Michigan  a  difRirent  chaneter  from  that  whldh 
she  bore  in  January,  except  ^at  the  act  passed  In  Jona 
placed  it  in  the  power  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  by 
their  own  action,  (to  wit:  according  to  the  terma  of  the 
act  of  Juno,)  to  change  their  own  diaracter,  and  paan 
from  territorial  «»tengo.jt^^_5lg5t@^^[^t  ill* 
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tMdUwt  CoBKrcM^  Id  that  act,  apeaks  of  ber  aa  a  State, 
■nd  Mcepti  ber  conalitution.  I  miiit  that  that  act  of 
Cot^^rew  *■  altogether  condKlonal,  and  nuat  bealiofctber 
laoperstire  togire  her  existence  u  a  State,  without  at  the 
■aMetimereoeiTingherlntotbeUnron.  Tbe  only  authority 
efatimed,  or  ever  cxerciied  by  Congreii«  or»  «t  any  rate, 
tbe  only  one  ahe  can  Uwrully  claiinor  exerciae,  is  derived 
from  the  3d  tectkm  of  Ihe  4th  article  of  the  conatUulion. 
Erea  under  tbia  clause,  the  power  oferealinff  Statei  ibonly 
implied  uinctdental  to  the  power  of  admimon,  and  the  in- 
depeDdentpowerofcreaUonia  nowhere  totke  found.  Un- 
der it^  the  indent  merely  accompaniet  the  principal, 
ftnd  ttiey  must  both  cotMtitute  one  entire  act.  But  this 
constructioB  it  objected  to,  upon  the  gfround  that  it  would 
pUcc  the  Senators  and  Repreaenlalive  from  Michigan  in 
a  very  awkward  aituation.  I  should  beezceedingly  aorry 
if  tbia  eoosequence  should  follow;  but  wliire  I  stand  here 
io  pert  repreaentinf;  a  sorercign  Stale,  1  must  fear- 
leaaly  perform  my  duly,  and  assert  that  which  I  believe 
to  t»e  tne,  without  reference  to  whom  it  may  aerve  or 
wrhon  it  may  disoblige,  and  must  therefore  continue  to 
iaatBt  that  Congresa  haa  no  power  to  create  a  Stale  for 
any  other  purpose  than  reception  into  the  Union;  and, 
Uwrefore,  if  Michigan  is  not  already  in  the  Union,  slie  is 
WAa  State.  Something  like  an  argumentum  ad  hominem 
baa  been  addretaed  to  me  by  the  Senator  from  South 
CaroTiaa,  for  the  parpote  of  ahowinc  that  a  State  may 
cziat,  Md  yet  not  be  a  member  of  the  Union.  He  re- 
A»  to  ■  ^>criod  when,  after  the  adoption  of  the  federal 
«onsd(atioo  by  all  the  other  Statesexcept  herself.  North 
Carolina  had  still  an  existence  as  a  State,  though  not 
witbui  the  Union.  I  humbly  conceive  the  artrument  is 
frilkcious.  N<Hlh  Carolina  waa  not  formed  from  any 
territoi7  belonging  to  the  Union,  which  never  had  prop- 
erly in  ber  Mil,  nor  held  over  ber  any  claim  whatsoever. 
Sbe  was  a  free,  aoveieign,  and  independent  State,  own- 
hm  DO  saperior,  and  acknowledging  no  control  but  that 
oTber  own  will.  Sbe  had,  in  common  with  ber  aiater 
States,  thrown  off  the  shacklea  of  despotism,  and  had  a 
nsM,  in  commoo  with  them,  to  aeek  her  own  intereat 
B»d  happiness,  according  to  her  own  choice.  With  her- 
■e^  therefor^  waa  the  decinon,  whether  she  would 
■Mk  them  alone  or  in  federative  union  with  the  other 
Scalea.  Not  so  with  Hichigant  sbe  belonged  in  territory 
t»lbe  Union,  and  her  citizens  owed  it  allegiancet  the 
one  could  never  be  transferred,  or  the  .other  dissolved, 
but  by  actual  force  sufficient  to  maintain  the  new  Slate 
agaiast  the  power  of  the  Union,  or  the  consent  of  Con- 
greas  conalitutionally  given.  I'he  former  is  not  pretend- 
ed, and  the  latter  I  deny  has  been  shown  to  have  been 
properly  expressed.  So  that  the  cases  of  Hichtgao  and 
North  Carolina  are  altogether  diaainilar}  and  the  acet- 
deata  of  the  one  ean  never  be  used  to  illustrate  those  of 
the  other.  As  1  said  yesterday,  Michigan  is  not  a  State 
OBtil  ahe  complies  with  the  terms  imposed  at  the  last 
•caaion,  and  the  quealtoa  is  whether  she  has  done  so.  I 
hare  already  stated  what!  conceived  to  be  a  convention, 
■o  far  aa  Uidugan,  at  least,  is  concerned  i  and  can  there 
be  a  doubt  that  the  Ann  Arbor  convention  is  nieh  an 

Geatlemen  inquire  what  we  would  have  said  if  the 
first  convention  called  by  the  JUegiatature  had  ratified  the 
propcaal  of  Congress.  Would  we  have  considered  it 
valid'  1  answer,  valid,  roost  unquestionably.  Wesayilis 
ttrtaHy  inmaterial  bow  the  convention  is  convened,  so  it  is 
a  Convention.  The  convention  de  faeto  is  the  one  which 
wo  are  to  eooaider,  anthout  inquiring  into  its  authority, 
jot  aa  we  treat  wiUi  the  OoTcmmentaof  foreign  nations. 
In  this  Utter  case,  we  do  not  ask  bow  the  Government  is 
eoaatitttted,  or  by  what  authority  it  was  formed.  Our 
Mriy  inquiry  is  is  it,  m  point  of  net,  the  existing  Gov- 
crnaient?  And  so,  alsc^  of  past  acts  of  the  Government. 
Tlw  taqiih7     wu  it  at  the  time  it  acted  in  the  poaaes- 


sion  of  the  sovereign  power?  and  if  ao,  its  acU  are  valid, 
without  any  refermee  to  the  means  by  wbieh  that  pow- 
erwaa  acquired.  So  with  the  convention.  HadHanaetual 
anrenstedezisteneo  as  the  convention  of  tbcpeoplef  and 
if  so,  it  posaeasedall  the  powers  incident  to  a  territotial 
convention.  It  is  true,  if  Congress  had  in  her  act  pre- 
scribed  the  mode  in  wttich  the  convention  should  have 
been  convoked,  no  other  convention  but  one  called  in 
that  mode  would  hsve  been  a  fulfilment  of  the  acl,  or  a 
compliance  with  its  conditions.  But,  as  Congress  did 
not  prescribe  such  mode,  the  pctAle  of  Michigan  were 
left  to  the  broadest  latitudei  and  if  the  first  convention 
had  yielded  the  ament  required,  all  would  have  been 
well.  But  there  weretwo  conventions;  and  we  are  asked 
which  was  the  voice  of  the  people?  I  anawer,  both.  The 
one  spoke  the  voice  of  the  people  at  one  time,  and  the 
other  at  another;  and  ibe  last  is  to  be  taken  as  the  cun- 
tinuing  vmce  of  the  people  until  they  i)peak  again.  It 
is  so  with  individuals.  If  a  gentlemanofwrs  to  sell  me  a 
horse,  and  I  refuse  to  take  him,  that  Is  my  voice  then; 
but  I  may  return  the  next  day  and  agree  to  take  bim,  and 
that  is  my  voice  then;  but  the  last  voice  closes  contract, 
and  there  is  the  end  of  the  matter.  So  with  Michigan.  An 
offer  is  made  her;  she  refuses  to  accept  it;  that  is  her  voice 
then:  but  another  day  she  says  I  will  accept  it;  that  is  her 
voice  then,  and  the  eompact  is  ratified.  But  the  Senator 
asks,  ean  Congress  call  a  convention  in  South  Carofina?  I 
believe  I  have  already  answered  ll»s  question;  but  I  will  do 
it  again.  1  say  she  cannot,  and  I  deny  that  she  has  done 
so  in  Michigan.  It  is,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  review 
the  picture  of  horrors  which  the  gentleman  has  so  elo- 
quently portrayed  as  likely  to  ensue  from  sucb  an  act. 
But  the  course  of  Mielii^n  is  said  to  be  revolutionary, 
unless  she  be  a  State.  This  mtglit  tiave  been  so  if  Hichi- 
gan  had  acted  without  reference  to  the  authority  of  the 
United  States— if  she  had  claimed  the  right  of  forming 
her  constitution,  and  exerciring  other  rights  of  sovereign- 
ty, without  reference  to  the  ratification  of  her  acts  by 
Congress.  But  this  she  has  not  done,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, is  now  seeking  that  very  ratification  at  your  bands, 
without  fur  a  moment  intimating  adesire  of  separation  from 
you,  or  claimingan  existence  unsanctioned  by  your  consti- 
tution. But  it  has  been  contended  that  Michigan,  if  a 
State,  by  holding  this  convention,  has  been  guilty  of  a 
revolutionary  movement,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  called 
by  the  proper  authority.  In  reply,  1  aay  that  1  have  not 
only  denied,  but,  as  I  tliink,  shown  that  Michigan  is  not  a 
State;  but  if  slie  were,  I  insist  that,  so  far  as  Congress  haa 
any  thing  to  do  with  the  matter,  the  act  would  not  bo 
revolutionary. 

Every  State  in  the  Union,  so  far  aa  Congress  is  con- 
cerned, hua  right  to  hold  eonventiona  according  to  their 
pleasure,  and,  when  assembled  in  convention,  to  prostrate 
tbeir  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  bodies^  and  put 
op  others  in  their  stead,  provided,  in  so  doing,  they  ad- 
here to  the  republican  form  of  government.  It  is  en- 
tirely a  domestic  matter,  with  which  the  other  States 
have  nothing  to  do.  In  this  1  am,  aa  I  think,  fortified  by 
one  of  the  wisest  and  beat  statesmen  who  has  ever 
adorned  our  country.  *'  The  authority,"  says  Mr.  Madi- 
son, in  his  celebrated  report,  "  of  constitutionaover  Gov- 
ernmenti^  and  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  pe<^le  over  eonsti> 
tutions,  are  truths  which-are  at  all  times  necessary  to  be 
kept  in  mind."  The  only  check  possessed  by  the  (>ener- 
al  Government  over  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  the 
several  SUtes  must  be  found  in  the  constitution,  the 
charter  of  iu  own  being.  In  the  charter  the  General 
Government  is  required  to  guaranty  to  each  Slate  a  re- 
publican form  of  government,  and,  wbtlethat  is  preserved, 
the  interference  of  the  General  Government  is  uncalled- 
for  and  uoautborixed.  Sbe  haa  nothing  to  do  with  Ihe 
matter. 

But  Mbave been a.^.^^^@^^^^t,  if  w. 
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tOftke  itm  eonrcntion  the  fubject  of  jtidicial  4itquiry  t 
The  qiieation  U,  1  think,  iltogcther  preiDature.  The 
validity  of  this  caavenlion  can  only  b«  drawn  into  judi- 
cial inquiry  in  a  dispute  betw«t^n  Michigan  and  a  neigli- 
boring  State,  on  the  aubject  of  boundary;  and  lo  put  that 
difficulty  at  rest  it  ia  that  Congreu  haa  heraelf  incurred 
much  difficulty,  and  imposed  it  upon  others:  but  she 
cannot  settle  the  matter  jutlioiftllyi  neither  can  die,  by 
Rriy  legtalation,  interpoic  any  toitirinuuntable  barrier  in 
the  way  of  litigation.  She  has  been  endetroring  to 
(■xluea  Michirin  to  estop  herself  front  setting  up  any 
oUint  tn  the  dispuled  territory.  If  she  has  succeeded, 
all  ia  well;  and  if  !>he  has  not,  matters  are  only  left  as 
tbey  wertf.  If  Michigan  chouses  to  make  it  a  subject  of 
judicial  inquiry,  it  must  always  be  in  her  power  to  do  so. 
We  may  legislate  as  rxtcnsively  and  with  as  much  com- 
ftlexily  as  we  please,  but  the  parties  affected  by  our 
irgi»lation  will,  whenever  thry  think  proper,  apply  to 
the  judicial  tribunals  to  decide  what  our  legislation  has 
•ccotnplished.  Congress  has  already  passed  a  law  pre- 
scribing the  limits  of  the  litigant  Stales,  tlius  expending 
all  the  power  she  possesaes  on  tlie  tubjectt  butiiie  effi- 
ciency of  ibis,  and  all  other  powers,  must  be  a  question 
forever  i^en  to  judicial  investigation.  We  can  paas  no 
gag-law  by  which  the  putte*  tnteresled  ahaU  be  forbid- 
den to  litigate  their  oUiros  before  the  eourit  of  the  cotin- 
irj.  But  that  a  convention  has  been  holJen,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  did  not  suppose  would  be  disputed.  [Mr. 
PauToii,  I  do  not  deny  it  at  all.]  I  am  obliged  to  (lie 
Senator  rorlheaJmissioi)(  and  that  the  Ann  Arbor  meeting 
was  not  only  aconveniiun,  by  t  one  of  indisputable  validity, 
I  think  ia  very  aatiafftctorily  abowo  by  the  fact,  if  there 
were  no  other  in  the  ease,  that  this  matter  haa  been  agi- 
M;<:d  ill  Michigan  in  th«  newspapers,  in  fact  every  where, 
and  that  no  persen  la  found  in  tbii  city,  cither  in  or  out 
ufCungresB,  lifting  up  his  voice  with  authority  to  deny 
the  validity  of  that  meeting — that  it  was  properly  con- 
vened, and  that  its  acts  are  perfectly  legitimate. 

Mr.  UOUItIS  withdrew  his  proposition  to  recommit 
the  bin  with  instructions,  and  submitted,  aa  an  amend- 
ment, a  aubatitute  for  the  preamble- 
Mr.  GUUNDY  uked  for  ihe  yeaa  and  nays  on  Mr. 
HoAnis'a  amendmentt  which  were  accordingly  ordered. 

Messn.  CALHOUN  and  M0UB13  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate in  favor  of  the  amendment  just  offered . 

Before  Mr.  Moanis  Cjncluded,  he  gave  way,  and 
Hr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  mwed  that  the  Seriate  adjuurnj 
which  question  was  deluded  in  the  negative:  Yeaa  16, 
nays  16.  , 
After  a  few  reourks  from  Ur.  MORBIS, 
Mr.  WALL  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn}  which 
motion  was  lost:  Teas  19,  nays  19. 

YxAs— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown, Calhoun,  Clay,  Crilteo- 
den,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio.  Kent,  ILtng  of  AMwrni, 
Knight,  Moore,  Hurria,  Nicholas^  Nile^  f  reslon,  SouU>> 
ard.  Swift,  Wall,  White— 19, 

Naxa— Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  Lino, 
Page,  Rives,  B'tbinson,  Ruggle^  Sevier,  Strange,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Warker,  Wright— 19. 
Aftrr  a  few  more  remarks  from  Hr.  MORRIS, 
Mr.  EW1N6,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  Senate  adjuumt 
which  motion  was  carried:  Yeas  21,  nays  17 — aa  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  BMyard,  Browji,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama, 
Knight,  Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Nioholaa,  Niles,  Preston, 
Southard,  Siningc,  Swift,  Wall,  White— 21. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benlon,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  llendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  Page, 
Hives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Tiptoh, 
Walker,  Wright- 17. 

So  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Wedkbbdat,  JjUidabt  4.  i 
ADMISSION  OP  MICHIGAN.  j 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  considCrai<ioQ  <^ 
the  hill  for  the  admiaxlon  of  Michigan  into  the  Union;  the 
question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Uonaia  to  amende 
the  bill.  I 

After  Hr.  MORRIS  had  made  a  few  supplemeBtary  | 
and  explanatory  remark^  ! 

Mr.  BAYARD  said:  In  taking  paH  in  the  preeent  dis-i 
cussioD,  and  in  the  vote  which  he  should  feel  bionetf 
compalled  to  give  on  the  subject  now  under  coiuodcra- 
tion,  he  was  actuated  by  no  feelingaof  ill  will  towards 
the  new  State  of  Michigan;  on  the  contrary,  be  would 
cheerfully  extend  to  her  the  hand  of  fellowship,  and 
heartily  welcome  her  ailmisaion  Into  this  great  coMBde> 
raey.  But,  sir,  1  cannot  conscientiously  do  so  under  Ibe 
circumstances  and  in  the  manner  that  ia  proposed.  Nob 
sir,  have  I  any  pride  of  opinion  to  nuuntain  in  the  coum, 
1  pur«ue,  as  I  had  not  tlie  honor  of  a  seat  here  wbeb  thft 
act  of  Congress  was  passed  which  is  the  remote  cause  of 
the  present  proceedings.  A  seat  in  this  body  itnposet 
the  duly  of  consuUiiig  the  welfare  of  the  witole  Unifn, 
as  well  as  of  preserving  the  great  principles  of  the  con-' 
stitutiun;  and  1  feel,  sir,  that  I  am  Influenioed  by  no  othet. 
motive.  I  am  happy  to  find  that  one  of  Ihone  little  mitii 
which  might  have  obscured  tlie  subject  has  been  dtssi- 
psted  by  the  cummuoicalion  which  has  just  been  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  I'reasury,  that  the  ^are  of  the 
Siirplus  revenue  to  which  Michigan  would  be  entitled  if 
now  a  State  of  the  Bnion  will  be  reserved  for  her,  unfen, 
its  distribution  should  be  or Jered  by  Congress.  If,  &r, 
this  course  had  not  been  adopted  by  the  Secretary,  { 
should  have  cheerfully  and  promptly  gireo  my  •ui^kk'I 
to  a  law  for  Ibat  purpose.  It  is  agreed,  too,  do  aH 
hand%  tliat  there  is  no  party  purpose  to  be  promoted  by 
uur  present  action  oa  the  subject,  and  that  we  are  thus 
at  liberty  to.  exercise  a  fair,  impartial,  unprejudiced 
judgment  in  its  decision. 

In  my  opinion,  «r,  the  present  bill  involves  a  roou- 
strous  piolitieal  heresy,  and  gives  itssanction  by  impUcatioa 
to  a  doctrine  which  would  subvert  all  regular  governmeDt 
It  is  true,  air,  that  upon  its  face  there  ia  nothing  ezct-p- 
tionable,  but  you  cannot  atrip  it  of  its  contemporaneous 
facts,  you  cannot  blot  from  the  page  of  history  its  con- 
comitant circumstances.  The  message  of  the  president 
and  other  documents  are  now  matters  of  record.  What, 
then,  sir,  is  the  case  before  us^  Not  a  aingle  inaulated 
act,  but  a  matter  which,  in  the  web  of  human  afiairsi  in-, 
volves  consequences  which  cannot  be  tramnwlcd 
The  eflPect,  sir,  of  to-day  becomes  the  causa  of  to-moc^ 
row,  and  it  behooves  us  to  look  warily  to  the  prin^plesj 
which  wt  establish.  The  ease  is  inmply  this:  the  people: 
ol  a  part  of  Michigan  Territory,  without  waiting  for  a 
previous  act  of  Cotigresa  ass'^ningthe  bouttdarieaof  theff 
State,  and  authorizing  the  formation  of  a  c^tiatttutjon  and 
State  Government,  undertook,  on  the  Itth  May,  1835, 
to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Goveriimrnt,  and  applied 
for  admission  ioto-the  Union  at-the  tut  scsiion.'  Congress^ 
passed  an  act  on  the  15th  June,  1836,  accepting,  ratify-! 
ing,  and  confirming,  the  constitution  and  State  Govcra-; 
ment,  but  provided,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  her  ad-l 
mission,  that  the  assent  of  a  convention  of  delegates, 
chosen  by  Ihe  people,  should  be  given  to  the  boundaries 
prescribed  in  the  act.  I  say,  sir,  the  people  of  a  part  of 
Michigan  Territory  undertook  to  do  this,  because,  at  that, 
tine,  Michigan  Territory  embraced  not  only  the  penin- 
sula of  Michigan,  butlhe  whole  of  the  present  Territoiy 
of  Wisconsin,  and  contained  within  its  Umita  177,000 
square  miles,  or  nearly  three  times  tliejarea  of  the  great 
State  of  Virginia.  The  peninsula  of  Michigan,  wbich 
bad  previously  formed  a  part  of  Indiana  Territory,  was 
separated  from  lhat^T^U«^@t^W(^  »  >d  i.. 
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dependent  one  bjr  the  act  of  ConjprCBi  of  the  11th  Janua- 
ary,  1805.  Subsequently  to  (his  period,  Indiana  in  the 
meaa  time  having  been  formed  into  a  State,  an  act  of 
CoBgreas  wai  paned.  (on  the  18tb  April,  1818.)  Ruthoii> 
za^th«  fornfttion  of  a  constitution  and  State  Government 
far  iUiiUMib  and  the  7th  leGtion  of  that  act  added  to  the 
peninaala  irf*  Michigan  the  rest  of  the  Northwestern  Ter- 
ritory, comprising  the  prtaent  Wisconsin  Territory, 
vbich  it  decUred  sbould  be  attached  to,  and  made  part 
of,  Michigan  Territory,  subject,  however,  to  be  disposed 
of  by  Congress  according  to  the  right  reserved  in  the  Sth 
articte  of  the  ordinance  of  July  13,  1787. 

When  the  immenie  tehrttory  on  the  north  of  the  Ohio 
river,  foriserly  called  the  Northwestern  Territory,  was 
ceded  to  the  Utrited  States  by  Virginia,  the  5th  article  of 
the  ordinance  <^  the  13th  Juty,  1787,  whicli  was  d«clared 
to  be  a  compact  between  the  original  States  and  the 
people  and   States  of  the  said  Territory,  provided 
that  it  should  be  divided  into  not  less  than  ttiree  nor 
mpre  than  five  States,'  and  proceeded  to  parcel  itf  out 
iato  three  Stales,  whose  boundHries  it  fixed,  with  the  ex- 
press proviMon,  however,  that  those  boundaries  might 
be  alimd,  and  that  Congress  should  have  the  autharity 
to  form  one  or  two  Slates  in  that  part  of  the  territory 
wbich  lies  north  of  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  through 
the  sooUwrly  bend  or  exlrrme  of  Lake  Michigan.  At 
first,  this  whole  region  of  country  passed  under  one 
name,  that  of  "the  Territory  northwest  of  the  river 
Otuot^aitd  wassubject  to  ailngle  Territorial  Government. 
In  flw  yrar  1800,  by  the  act  of  Congress  ortbe7tb  Hay,, 
il  wudinded  into  two  parts,  for  the  purpose  of  tenipora- 
^goverament,  by  a  line  beginning  si  the  Ohio,  and  oppo- 
aHh  the  moath  of  the  Kentucky  river,  and  running  thence 
loPort  Recovery,  and  thence  north  until  it  intersected 
trnitfirial  line  between  the  United  Stales  and  Cana- 
da.  That  portion  of  it  which  lay  on  the  eastern  side  of 
Ibe  divinon  line  retained  tltc  nkrhe  of  the  I'erritory 
nartiiwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  And* that  on  the  wehtern  side 
of  the  line  waa  called  Indiana  Tirrifory.    The  peninsula 
of  Michigun  was  thys  divided  between  Ihea^  twtf  Ternto- 
ritl  Goverbments.     When,  anbseqnenlly,  in  the  year 
1SQ2,  the  State  of  Ohio  wki,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of 
ttaWth  April,  in  that  year,  authorized  to  form  a  confiiti- 
toSmi  and  Stale  Government,  and  thk  botindiriea  of  that 
Sfalewere  established,  the  balance  of  the  Territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  that  is  to  say,  the  other  portion 
of  the  peninaola  of  Michigan,  was  attached  to  liKVmiia 
Tcrr^onr.     By  act  of  Congress  of  the  llth  Jantiary, 
-18Q9i'4iia  fCerntory  of  Indiana  was  again  diviiled,  and 
^%'')peoii^M»'of  Uiehfgan  estahliithed  as  a  separate  Ter-' 
ritbry.>  From  the  year  1805,  then,  until  thc:year  1818, . 
tbe  Territortal  Government  of  Michigan  ^xtei^detl  only, 
mer  the  peninsula  of  ihait  namtf.'  ^  When,  however,  in 
Oebtteryear,  bjr  act  of  Congress  of  ttie,J8lh  April,  11- 
was  authorized  to  form  a -constitution  and  Slate 
Qpverinnent,  and  the  boundaries  of  that  Statf>  were  es- 
taWibed.w  they  bad  been  of  the  SUte  of  Indiana,  by  the 
tfdt'of  April  19/1816,  t.he  remaininc portion  oF  the  old 
Iferth western  Territory  was  added  to  the  peninstila  of 
Michigan,  and  the  whole  nibjeetecTtoone  Territorial  Gov- 
'*m]|^ttt.    This  immeose  region  of  country,  covering  an 
*mK  Of  17f ,000  square  miles,  was  subject,  however,  by 
.W  tfxpma  prwi^tjn  of  the  ordinance  of  the  13th  July, 
■iTtf,  lo  benrmea  by  the  tuthoMiy  of  Congress  iilto  ono 
'ortwD  States.    Suct^Vir,  was  the  state  uf  things  when 
'the  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula  of  Michigan,  disregartl* 
iar  this  authority  of  Congress,  undertook  to  form  a  con- 
mMuSR.  and  State  Government  for  themselves.  The 
'MHid>le  ta  thefr  eonstitution  is  in  these  words:  "  We, 
'.tie  ptapic  of  tbe  Tetritoiy  of  Michigan,  as  established 
bf  HkeiOitorjODngrMBortfaelldiof  January.  1805, Ho 
agree,**  Sect  which  deteriplion  embraced  only  the  in- 
habitMU  of  die  pentemla  of  Michigan,  which  had.  ai  has 


been  slated,  in  tbe  first  inatance  been  made  a  separate 
Territory  by  that  act  of  Congress.  In  doing  ao,'the8e 
people  professed  to  act  in  conformity  with  th^rdinance 
of  July,  1787,  and  to  derive  their  authority  from  that  or- 
dinancci  which,  as  hns  been  seen,  expreuly  reserves  to 
Congress  the  right  to  form  one  or  two  States  in  the  Ter> 
ritory  as  it  then  existed.  As  bath  Congress  and  tite  in< 
babitauts  of  [hat  peninsula  could  nut  have  the  same  right, 
it  is  perfectly  clear  that  tbe  act  of  those  people  was  un* 
warranted  by  any  provision  of  law,  and  a  mere  nuUily. 
This  was  the  view  taken  of  the  subject  at  the  time  of 
their  appfication  to  Congress  at  tbe  laat  session,  and 
hence*  sir,  the  iwihition  of  tbe  36tb  of  Jaitua^,  1836, 
referred  to  by  tbe  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Bu- 
cuatTAS,]  "that  the  Senate  regard  the  memorial  pur- 
porting to  be  from  the  State  uf  Michigan  in  no  other 
light  than  as  a  voluntary  act  of  private  individuals." 
Rut,  sir,  consent  takes  away  error,  and  Congress  thought 
proper,  at  a  subsequent  period,  by  the  act  of  the  15tb 
June,  1836,  lo  accept,  ratify,  and  conBrm,  the  oonstitu< 
tion  and  State  Government  which  had  been  formed  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  peninsula,  with  this  proviso,  how- 
ever, that  Ibe  limits  of  the  State  should  embrace  not 
merely  the  peninsula,  but  likewise  a  region  of  country 
tying  on  the  northwest  of  f^ke  Michigan;  thus  adding  to 
tlie  proposed  new  Stale  both  territory  and  population, 
and  requiring,  as  a  condition  precedent  to  her  admission 
into  tbe  Union,  that  the  assent  of  a  convention  of  dele- 
gates chosen  by  the  pei^le  ahould  be  given  to  the  bound- 
aries prescribed  In  the  act.  Tbe  simple  question,  then, 
would  seem  lo  be  whether  this  condition  has  been  com- 
plied wilb.  Congress,  not  doubting  but  that  such  as- 
sent would  be  cheerfully  and  promptly  givei,  further 
provided  that,  as  soon  as  such  assent  should  be  given, 
the  President  should  annoiinee  the  fact  by  proclamation, 
and  *'  that,  thereupon,  and  without  any  further  proceed- 
ing on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  admisuon  of  tbe  sud 
Sutc  into  the  Union,  as  one  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  Slates  in  all 
respects  whatever,  shall  be  considered  complete,  and  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  »hu  have  been  elected  by 
the  said  State,  as  its  representatives  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  take  their  seats  in 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Ueprcsenlatives,  reapecitvely, 
without  further  delay." 

It  is  thus  seen,  air,  that  not  only  the  hci  of  assent  is 
proTidtd  for,  but  also  the  evidence  by  wl«ch  thi-.l  fact 
•a  to  be  established.  It  is  clear  that  the  Preaident  is 
made  the  judge  uf  that  fact,  and  that  he  laiglit  have 
bound  the  United  States  at  leuSt  by  hii  proclamation. 
We  Could  not  hate  controverted  the  lact,  and  the  Sen- 
ators from  Michigan  might  have  taken  their  seats  on  tbia 
floor.  But,  sir,  allhuugh  tiie  President  migbl  have  as- 
suRied  this  responsibility,  he  has,  at  least  in  this  instance, 
wisely  abstained  front  tnmpling  on  the  law  and  consti- 
tution. I  cannot  see  how  it  was  possible  for  him,  under 
the  cii  cumstances  of  this  case,  to  have  declared  lliat  a 
convention  of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  people  uf  Michl- 
*gRn,  had  given  its  assent  lo  the  boundaries  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  Congress.  Whatever  may  have  been  bis 
motive  for  this  course,  no  proclamation  has  been  issued, 
but  the  whole  matter  is  referred  to  Congress  by  his 
message  of  the  S7th  of  December,  1836.  By  that  tnet=- 
sage  and  the  accompanying  documents  it  appears  that 
a  convention  of  delegates  assembled  on  the  26ih  of  Sep- 
tember, 1836,  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  conformity  with  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Michigan,  passed  on 
the  25th  of  July,  1836,  and  resolved  "that  this  conven- 
tion cannot  give  their  assent  to  tbe  proposition  contained 
in  said  provttoi  but  the  same  is  hereby  rejected."  By 
the  same  message  and  docament^  It  further  appears 
that  another  convention  of  delrgataa  assembled  on  the 
14tb  of  December,  I^^til*d4ft*®a8gl@'"t  •"y 
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previotu  Uw  of  the  Legishtura  of  the  SUte  of  MiebigMi, 
but  which  (ffigiRftted  from  the  rcMlutioiu  and  proceed- 
ings of  pnmarr  meetings  of  the  citizaiu  in  th«  Mrenl 
counties^  which  asmnied  to  be  t  convention  of  delegates 
chosen  by  the  people  in  compKanee  with  the  act  of 
CongKsfl,  and  this  convention  f^ve  its  issent  to  the  con- 
dition. Aa  the  case  atanda,  the  simple  question  is, 
whether  the  condition  has  been  complied  witbi  or,  in 
ether  words,  has  a  convention  of  delegates,  ehosin  by 
the  people,  given  its  assent.^  The  act  which  Ve  have 
now  under  consideration,  in  its  preamble^  declares  that 
such  assent  has  been  given  in  compIiaDoe  with  the  lav. 

It  may  be  here  remarlccd  that  the  matter  now  under 
consk'eration  does  not  involve  the  question  of  (be  right 
of  Congress  to  impose  such  a  condition.  The  bill  which 
we  are  now  to  pass  upon  supposes  that  right  to  exist,  is 
based  upon  it,  snd  declares  that  the  condition  has  been 
compli^  with.  I  have  not  a  doubt  Biysel^  nr,  as  to 
the  right.  But,  sir,  as  to  the  fact,  is  it  true  that  a  con- 
vention of  delegates,  chosen  by  the  people,  has  given  its 
sssent^  As  no  proclamation  has  been  made,  which  was 
the  evidence  contemplated  by  the  act,  and  by  which  we 
shouhl  have  been  bound,  we  must  now  loolc  into  the 
'who'ecasr;  we  must  examine  the  evidence  of  the  fact*,  »s 
furnished  in  the  messtgc  and  documents.  What,  then, 
is  the  evidence  laiil  before  us?  1st.  The  proceedings  of 
the  convention  held  on  the  26th  of  September,  1836,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  under  the  authority  ofthenaw  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  (he  State  of  Michigan,  on  the  35th  of  Ju- 
ly, 1836.  2d.  Tlie  proceedings  of  the  convention  held 
on  the  14th  of  December,  1836,  without  any  previous  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  out  conven- 
ed by  virtue  of  the  resolutions  snd  proceedings  of  pri- 
mary meetings  of  the  citizens  '•n  the  leveml  counties.  The 
ffrstwiientioned  convention  positively  refuses  its  assent. 
'Hie  second  convention  gives  that  assent.  If  the  mutter 
atood  slune  upon  the  acts  of  the  second  convention,' 
stripped  of  its  concomitant  history  and  circumstances, 
snd  we  were  called  upon  simply  to  give  credit  to  the 
proceedings  of  ihkt  convention,  on  the  fwith  of  its  sssu- 
med  character,  snd  the  attestation  of  Its  president  and  sec- 
retitriea,  we  might,  ur,  be  content  with  the  evidence, 
and  look  no  further  into  its  chsractcr  and  authority. 
And  thin,  sir,  I  tske  it,  is  the  position  assumed  by  the 
Senator  from  North  Csro'ina,  [Mr.  STnaiioi.]  But,  sir, 
such  is  not  the  case;  we  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact 
stated  in  the  letter  of  the  president  of  tite  convention, 
<Ur.  Williams,)  accompanying  its  proceeding?,  and  sta- 
ted, also,  in  the  messsge  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  (bis  matter  is  referred  to  us,  and  which 
are  now  both  part  of  the  records  of  this  transsction,  that 
the  convention  was  assembled  without  authority  of  any 
previous  law  of  the  State  of  Hichignn,  but  originated  in 
primary  meetings  of  citizens  in  the  several  counties. 

Are  we,  then,  sir,  prepared  to  say  that  here  has  been  a 
compliance  with  ihe  act  of  Congreu,  aa  is  affirmed  In 
the  preamble  of  this  act?  What  did  Congress  mean  by 
a  convention  of  delegates  chosen  by  the  people?  Did 
tliey  mean  an  idle  ceremony,  or  did  they  mean  a  con- 
vention which  CQuM  bind  the  people  of  Hichlgant  or.  In 
other  words  a  convention  which  diould  possess  the  sov- 
ereign power  of  the  State  when  assembled?  If  such  is 
their  meaning,  can  it  be  pretendrd  that  this  convention, 
assembled  under  the  authority  of  voluntary  meetings  of 
citizens  in  dlfTerent  counties.  Is  possessed  of  Ihe  sover- 
eign authority  of  the  Slated  And  yet,  sir,  if  you  pass 
this  bill,  with  or  without  its  preamble,  you  do  virtually 
declare  (hat  (his  proposition  is  true.  You  declare,  sir, 
for  you  cannot  get  rid  of  the  fhcts  and  eircumstaneea  of 
(he  transaction,  that  voluntary  meetiiws  of  citizens  in 
dilTerent  counties  of  a  State,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace, 
and  as  a  meaaiire  of  regular  government,  may  csll  a  con- 
vention, which  shall  possess  the  sovereign  power  of  the 


Stste,  and  may,  therefore,  alter  or  abolish  the  eiistiag 
GovernmenL  The  propoation  is  too  nuHlstroiu  to  he 
tolerated  for  a  moment  If  the  people  of  HiclugM 
were  in  a  state  of  nature,  aolutu*,  without  uy  aodd 
institutions  whatever,  and  had  assembled  ao  a  body  le 
some  grand  eamptu  martiut,  (boae  who  were  preset 
could  have  bound  only  themselves,  since  there  would  U 
wanting  the  assen%  either  express  or  implied,  of  (host 
who  were  absent,  and  which  assent  is  the  sole  fotindatiM 
of  authority  in  a  republican  Government. 

But  such,  even,  was  not  Ibeir  caset  a  constitution  sod 
form  of  government  bad  been  adopted  by  them  on  the 
11th  of  Hay,  1835,  which  was  accepted,  ratified,  and 
coiifirmed,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  Jane  15,  183^  and 
which  wu  in  existence  and  active  operation  at  the  tiao 
of  this  pretended  convention.  The  very  end  of  govero' 
mentis  the  protection  of  the  weak  against  (be  strong,  ef, 
(he  guileless  a^inst  the  eraftyi  and  no  portioB  of  A»  \ 

Seople  have  a  right  to  bind  the  rest  of  the  corannnity,  i 
ufr-  in  the  mode  provided  in  (be  oonstittition,  vhidk  ii  i 
the  compact  of  their  association,  the  compact  which  ev- 
ery man  enters  into  with  every  other  nan,  and  whidi  it,  I 
for  that  reason,  (he  source  and  measure  of  the  autbotiljr  < 
of  (he  Government  organized  by  it. 

Upon  any  question  affecting  the  general  intere^  and 
wludi  falls  within  the  scope  of  the  legislative  power^ 
that  power  alone  is  the  true  exponent  or  the  pubKe  w'A. 
The  term  people  embraces  every  individual  ia  tJw  com* 
munity,  or,  in  a  more  confined  and  pofitiral  aeose,  ev> 
ery  individual  who  enjoys  (he  franchise  of  a  vote,  and  il 
not  to  he  confined  to  a  few  busy  demagogues,  who  if. 
feet  to  imbody  In  themselves  the  majesty  snd  atithoritj 
of  the  people;  while  the  compact,  which  each  man  hu 
entered  into  with  every  other  in  adopting  a  constitutioa 
which  vests  the  legislative  power  in  a  particular  body,  i 
(hat  the  Legislature  shall  be  the  exponents  of  the  pub> ! 
lie  will  in  all  cases  not  prohibited  by  the  conatitutioii.  [ 
This  reauKs  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  and  is  trnt 
of  every  specits  of  government.  Where  the  people  bars 
tliemselves  formed  the  constitution,  it  is  Uiey  who  hart 
declared,  in  such  a  case,  that  they  will  not  coUectively, 
nor  in  any  portions  of  societyt  great  or  snwl^  attempt  to 
exercise  legislative  power  in  any  odier  inode.  Tt»  ques- 
tion then  ansea^  wliether  there  existed  in  Hicbicao  a  Cor- 
ernment,  possessing legitlatlve  power  under  aconatituttoa 
furmed  by  themselves,  and  whether  that  leglalaiive  power 
was  competent  to  call  a  convention.  Her  condition  was 
the  same  after  the  act  ufjune  15,  1836,  as  if      had  been 
authorized  in  the  first  instance  to  form  a  constitution  and 
Siste  Government,  and  had  done  ao  in  conformity  with 
such  previous  authority,  but  which  had  provided  that 
her  admission  into  the  Union  should  depend  on  the  per- 
formance of  some  condition  precedent.    In  this  stale  ol 
tilings  there  wsi  nothing  unusual  or  unknown  to  our  in- 
Btitutiuns  snd  practice.  The  State  of  Indiana  vaa  autho- 
rized, by  act  of  Congress  of  April  19, 1816,  to  forma  con- 
stitution and  State  Government,  and  was  not  admitted  ia> 
to  the  Union  until  the  11th  day  of  December  following, 
lllintna  wai^  in  like  manner,  authorized  by  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  18th  of  April,  1818,  and  waa  not  admitted  in* 
to  the  Union  until  the  3d  of  December  foUowing.  His- 
sissippi  was  authorized  by  act  of  March  1,  IBl?,  and  ad- 
mitted on  the  10th  of  December  following.    In  these  dif- 
ferent instances,  the  State  Governments  were  organized 
snd  in  active  operation  before  the  admission  of  the  re- 
spective Sta(esi  they  passed  law*,  and  elected  their  re* 
spectiveSenstorsand  Representatives.  It  is,  therefore, a 
proposition  which  ia  undei^le,  that  a  people  may  have  a 
State  Ooveroment  before  admission  into  the  Union.  This 
circumstance  explains  the  reason  why  Congress  made  ao 
provision  as  to  tlie  mode  in  which  a  convention  should 
t>e  convened,  in  order  to  give  the  required  assent.  It 
vu  hecauK  there  ^^'gl^^S^^^^^^  eorern. 
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memt,  accepted,  ratified,  and  conftrmed,  by  tbe  rery  act 
which  required  the  aeaent  of  a  convention,  which  vu 
oompetent  to  call  one,  and  settle  the  time  and  place  of 
its  aatenblinp,  and  the  detaili  of  its  election.  But  it  ia 
caid  thftt  tbe  Legitlature  had,  by  the  conitituiion  of  the 
Btste,  DO  power  to  eatl  meh  a  convention,  becioae  the 
pnrpoae  of  such  convention  wai  to  altir  the  boundiriet 
of  the  State  as  establtihed  by  the  cobitilation,  and  that 
imtroment  had  provided  a  different  mode  of  proceeding' 
in  caaes  of  tmendnient  or  xlteration.  This  objection 
aanimes  it  to  be  true  itut  tbe  boundartea  of  the  Slate 
were  fettled  by  the  conititation,  which,  in  point  of  fact, 
is  not  lo.  There  ii  no  reference,  either  ezpreas  or  im- 
plied, to  the  boundaries  of  the  Slate,  in  any  part  of  the 
imtminent.  except  the  preamble,  which  is  in  these 
words:  "  We,  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
as  established  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  Ulh  of  Jan- 
uary, 1805,  See,  do,  by  our  delegates  in  convention 
ataenibled,  mutually  agree  to  form  otirtetves  into  a  free 
end  independent  State,  by  the  style  and  title  of  the 
Slate  of  Michigan,  and  do  ordain  and  establisb  the  foU 
hnrinf  eoostitoUon  for  tlic  government  of  the  same." 

It  «Hut  be  recollected  thai,  at  the  time  of  forming  this 
eonttilution,  the  Territory  of  Michigan  was  composed,  at 
1  have  stated,  of  tbe  whole  of  the  remaining  portion  of 
the  Horthwestem  Territory,  embracing  the  present 
State  of  Hicbigan  and  the  Wisconsin  Territory,  and 
ooTcring-aRareaof  177,000  square  milei)  that  the  penin- 
«ib  of  Micl^an  had  been  subjeoted  to  a  separate  Terri. 
torial  GoTcmment  by  the  tot  of  the  1 1th  Januuy,  1805, 
and  had  so  continued  up  to  the  year  1818,  when,  on  the 
creation  of  tbe  Stale  of  Illinois,  the  balance  of  the  North- 
western Territory  had  been  incorporated  with  it.  The 
people  of  the  peninsula  of  Hicbigan  wiping  to  form 
^beflwelves  into  a  State,  instead  of  describing  themselves 
ta  iababitants  of  the  peninsula,  in  terms  adopted  an 
equivalent  form  of  expression,  namely:  **  We,  the  peo- 
pte  of  ifae  Territory  of  Hich'uran,  as  establiahed  by  the 
aetof  the  llth  January,  1805,**  which  was  precisely  the 
peoiwsnla  of  Michigan. 

This  is  nothing  more  than  a  description  of  the  people 
who  proposed  to  form  themselves  into  a  free  and  inde- 
psadent  Slate,  as  contradistinguished  from  the  tnhet 
■sMbilants  of  the  then  existing  Territory  of  Michigan, 
n  is  the  natural  and  proper  mode  of  describing  a  people 
or  nation,  namely,  by  the  pfauM  or  country  of  their  resi* 
deneei  but  it  does  not  import  any  limitation  of  bounda- 
ries^ any  nsore  than  the  phrase  '<  We,  the  people  of  tbe 
Uitited  States,"  in  the  preamble  to  the  constitution  of 
tbe  United  States,  limits  the  boundaries  of  tbe  United 
States  to  those  which  existed  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
■fit  were  otherwise,  how  came  we  at  this  moment  to 
possess  tbe  immense  ref^on  on  the  western  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  or  how  ctme  we  to  possess  Florida.'   It  b 
rrry  otmunai  and  anneeeasary  to  settle  boundaries  in  the 
conatitntion,  snd  I  qnestion  whether  there  are  more  than 
bsdf  a  dosen  cases  to  be  found  among  the  difftsrent  States 
of  this  Union.    In  the  cases  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
Bot^  it  became  necessary  to  do  so,  because  ^e  act  of 
Congress  which  authorised  the  formation  of  their  re* 
s|»eetive  eonstltutions  required  that  it  should  be  done. 

The  word  State  has  a  double  meaning:  in  the  one  it 
Indieatet  the  people  who  compose  the  eommunity,  in  the 
alber  the  temtoiy  inhabited  by  them.  In  forming  a  con- 
stitBtioa  it  is  the  people  who  form  themselves  into  a 
sovcreipi  State,  and  tbeir  identity  would  be  tbe  same, 
whether  they  continued  to  occupy  tbe  same  territory  or 
not.  Tbe  reference,  by  way  oi  description,  to  the  re- 
gion of  country  they  inubit,  is  no  more  of  tbe  essence 
of  the  conpnet  than  a  description  of  an  indiridual  in  a 
deed,  as  A  B,  of  the  Diitrlet  of  CohnahiSt  would  be  of 
the  ssoeneB  of  his  contract,  requiring  that  he  should,  in 
•H  tine  to  eome,  reside  in  tbe  Dittnet  of  Colanbia,  in 
Ymu  Xm.— 18 


order  to  avail  himself  of  its  provisions.  But,  sir,  there 
is  another  and  a  conclusive  answer  to  this  objection! 
which  is,  that  the  inhabitants  not  having  possessed  the 
right  at  all,  in  the  first  instance,  to  form  a  constitution  ^ 
snd  State  Government,  the  same  is  binding  and  valid 
only  so  far  as  it  was  ratified  by  the  act  of  Congms  of 
June  15, 1836|  and  that  set  baring  refiiaed  to  conAne 
tbe  new  State  to  the  peninsula  of  Hicbigan,  but  having 
required  that  it  should  embrace  a  region  of  country  oo 
the  northwestern  side  of  the  lalce,  it  follows  that  if  it 
were  true  that  the  preamble  established  the  boundaries 
of  the  Slate,  it  was  in  tbst  particular  vacated  by  the  act 
of  Congress.  For  it  must  be  recollected  that  tbe  ordi- 
nance of  1787  gave  to  Congress  the  right  to  erect  one  or 
two  States  in  the  then  existing  Territory  of  Michigan, 
which  was  the  remaining  portion  of  the  old  Northwest- 
ern Territory.  The  result,  sir,  then,  is  this:  that  to  call 
a  convention  to  express  its  assent  to  the  boundaries  estab- 
lished by  Congress,  is  not  to  call  a  convention  to  amend 
or  alter  the  constitution,  since  the  conntitulion,  neither 
in  point  of  faot  nor  in  point  of  law,  established  any 
boundaries  t  and,  consequently,  that  the  enlaiweroent  or 
dinUnution  of  its  territory  became  a  matter  of  ordinary 
legislation,  a  power  which  is  exercised  evei^  day  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  respective  States,  in  cesnons  made  by* 
them  to  the  United  States. 

But  if  it  be  true  that  tbe  enlargement  or  diminution  of 
the  territory  is  a  matter  of  ordinary  legislation  where 
ibe  boundaries  are  not  fixed  by  tbe  constitution,  a  for- 
tiori,  it  is  a  matter  of  ordinary  legislatiim  to  call  a  con- 
vention to  enlarge  or  diminidt  the  territory,  wberethe 
duty  to  do  so  is  imposed  by  competent  authority.  The 
rightof  a  Legislature  to  call  a  convention  at  any  lime  must 
depend  on  (he  constitution  of  tbe  Stale;  and  the  powers 
of  the  convention,  when  called,  will  depend  on  tbe  pro- 
visions of  the  law  under  which  it  is  assembled  t  because 
the  people,  in  voting  for  such  a  convention,  cannot  be 
understood  to  invest  it  with  any  other  power  than  that 
which  they  have  previously  agreed  it  should  have  in  the 
passage  of  the  law  to  which  they  have,  through  their  Le- 
gislature, given  either  their  express  or  implied  consent. 
Tbe  people  are  the  source  of  all  power.  When  assembled 
in  a  state  of  nature,  lege  aoiutua,  in  tbeir  sovereign  capa- 
city, their  power  is  without  any  practical  limitation.  It 
is  the  whole  will  of  the  community,  sustained  by  its 
wh<rte  force.  But,  as  they  cannot  meet  m  moiie  wbea 
spread  over  a  large  country,  recourse  is  bad  to  tbe  prin- 
ciple of  representation)  and,  when  the  sovereign  power 
is  delegated,  a  constitution  becomes  necessary  in  order 
to  limit  the  powers  granted.  If  the  whole  legislative 
power  were  delegated,  without  restriction,  then  tbe 
Legishture,  who  are  tbe  depontaries  of  that  power, 
would  possess  it  in  as  absolute  a  degree  as  that  in  which 
it  belonged  to  the  whole  community,  assembled  in  its 
stnrereign  capacity)  that  is,  without  any  practical  finita- 
tion.  The  constitution  of  a  State  is  not,  therefore,  gen- 
erally s  mere  grant  of  power  to  a  particular  bodyt  it 
does  not  consist  in  an  enumeration  of  certain  powers 
which  are  granted,  but,  vesting  at  once  the  whole  legis- 
lative power  in  a  particular  body,  it  provides  Tor  limita- 
tions on  its  exercise.  Hence  tbe  necessity  (or  hilb  of 
rights  and  reservations  in  favor  of  individual  liberty  and 
security)  hence  the  provisions  in  relation  to  trial  by 
jury,  to  the  power  of  arres%  to  the  habeas  corpus  to 
freedom  of  conscience  in  religious  matters,  and  freedom 
from  unreasonable  seizures  and  searches)  hence  the  ne* 
oessity  of  guarding  ihe  existence  of  the  executive  and 
jodicial  powers  by  constitutional  provision,  which  might 
otherwise  be  absorbed  by  the  legislative  power.  All 
this  results  from  the  very  nature  of  lagislaiive  power, 
which,  whether  it  rerides  in  the  whole  community  or  to 
dekgated  by  that  oommuBity  to  a^rticular  |body,  is 
without  practical  limitatie|^|s^^<^0^^  for 
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in  tlie  conatitution  of  the  society.  And  herein,  air,  eon- 
lists  the  great  and  easentisl  difference  between  the  con- 
ttitutimi  of  a  State  and  the  conatitution  of  the  Federal 
Gorernment.  The  Rrst  ha«  all  the  nowert  that  are  not 
prohibited,  the  latter  hu  no  powen  bat  thote  which  are 
frranted.  The  principle  U  all-intportant  in  the  eonatniC' 
dot)  of  the  two  tnatrumenti.  The  Federal  Government 
is  one  of  enumerated  powers.  There  is  no  general  dele- 
gation of  the  whole  legislative  power  of  the  community, 
restrained  merely  bv  exceptions  and  limitations;  but 
the  delegation  is  of  "all  legislative  powen  therein 
granted."  II  is  true  that  the  same  language  m-ght  be 
used  in  a  Slate  constitution,  «nd,  in  suoh  case*  would  re- 
quire the  same  constniclion.  But  wtien*  as  in  the  case 
of  the  constitution  of  Michigan,  it  is  declared  that 
*'  the  tegialative  power  ahall  be  vested  in  a  Senate  and 
House orRcpresentatives," it  is tlielpgisUtive power ofthe 
whole  community,  and  has  no  practical  liniitaiion  but 
what  is  to  he  found  in  other  parts  of  the  constitution.  I 
mean,  of  course,  as  a  rute  of  j^mst  ruction  growing  out 
of  ita  own  provisions.  There  is,  also,  as  respects  the  States 
of  this  Union,  another  limitation,  namely,  the  conatitution 
of  the  United  States.  But  the  principle  is  Iheaame,  for 
the  constitution  the  United  Slates,  having  received  the 
assent  of  the  same  people,  may  be  considered  as  incor- 
porated with,  and  forming,  for  the  purpone  of  construc- 
tion, a  part  of  the  State  constitution,  in  the  limitations  it 
imposes  on  the  exercise  of  Stale  sovereignty.  As  it  ap- 
pears, then,  that  the  object  of  calling  a  convention  in 
Michigan  waa  not  to  amend  or  alter  the  constitution,  but 
to  give  its  assent  to  what  (he  legislative  power  might 
it>(eir  have  assented  to,  namely,  the  enlargement  of  its 
territory^  it  follows  that  the  power  tncall  such  a  conven- 
tion is  a  mere  act  of  ordinary  legislation,  and  the  duly 
having  been  imposed  by  Congress  to  do  so,  it  was  the 
bunneta  and  right  of  the  Legialalure  of  that  State  to 
perform  that  duty.  It  was  the  duty  and  right  of  the 
I.egtslature  of  Michigan  to  call  the  convention,  because 
the  people  of  Michigan,  when  they  formed  their  consti- 
tution, declared  that  the  Legislature  alone  should  pos- 
sess the  right  of  expressing  and  binding  the  public  will 
in  matters  of  onlinary  legislation.  Upon  the  question 
whether  a  convention  should  be  called,  the  time  and 
place  of  its  sflsembling,  the  mode  of  tis  election,  llie 
qiialiRcation  of  iis  elf  ctom,  no  portion  of  the  community 
had  (he  right  to  dictste  to  any  other  portioni  nor  could 
the  will  nf  the  community  be  afcertained  on  thoae  points 
in  any  other  mode  than  that  agreed  upon  in  the  conittitu. 
tion.  And  why,  sir?  Because  the  people  of  Michigan 
had  previously  agreed,  each  man  with  escli  and  every 
other,  when  they  adopted  their  constitution,  that  the 
Legialalure  ahould  betbe  exponents  of  the  public  will  in 
mm  a  case.  That  any  portion  of  the  community,  be  it 
great  or  annall,  should  call  itself  the  people,  and  affect  to 
express  and  bind  (he  public  will,  under  such  circum* 
stances,  is  a  fVaud  upon  the  rigiits  of  every  man  in  it, 
and  a  groaa  and  manifest  infractitm  of  the  social  com- 
pact into  which  he  entered  when  he  agreed,  with 
otherib  to  form  a  sovereign  Slate,  and  delegate  the  legis- 
lative power  to  a  particular  budy.  I  say,  then,  air, 
without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  when  the  people 
themselves,  who  cannot  act  in  mass,  delegate  to  their 
representatives,  by  their  constitution,  the  legislative 
power  of  the  community,,  each  and  every  man  of  them 
parts  with  the  right  to  express  and  bind  the  public  will 
in  any  other  mode  than  through  their  Legislature,  in  re- 
lation to  matter*  falling  within  the  scope  of  that  power. 
Such  i*  the  compact,  and  it  is  they  ihemsclvea  who  estab- 
lish it. 

The  case  of  revolution  baa  been  appealed  to  as  estab- 
lish'ng  and  illuitrattng  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter 
or  modify  their  Government,  and  control,  by  voluntary 
meetings,  the  will  of  the  community.    Nobody,  air. 


doubts  that  where,  in  the  language  nf  the  deelaratiotof 
independence,  *' any  form  of  government  becolDesd^ 
struciive  of  the  rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  purtaitof 
bappineas,  the  people  have  a  right  to  alter  or^Mit." 
But  is  it  not  an  insult  to  the  uodenrtandingof  any  nu 
to  cite  nich  an  authority  a«  a  warrant  for  the  proceed, 
ings  in  Michigan^   Is  it  not  the  veiy  point  of  the  objec- 
tion which  is  made  to  the  present  bill,  that  the  principle 
involved  in  it  is  revolutionary,  while  it  professes  to  be 
an  act  of  regular  government?   Doea  the  case  of  Hichi. 
gan  preaent  one  In  which  the  people,  laboring  under 
grievous  oppression  upon  the  part  of  their  GovemoieKt, 
which,  in  ita  form  and  practice,  is  destructive  of  tiie 
rights  of  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  bappinen,  ue 
seeking  to  alter  or  abolish  lhat  form  of  goveroiKni' 
N«,  sir.   The  question  simply  i^  whether  pwtioBi  of 
the  people  of  that  State,  having  a  regular  Govemmeni, 
in  which  is  veated  the  legislative  power,  have  the  Tight, 
by  as!«mb1ing  in  voluntary  meeting;*,  to  call  a  coom- 
tion  empowered  to  bind  the  State  m  a  time  of  pnAand 
peace,  and  as  a  meaaure  of  regular  government.  Tto 
state  the  question  correctly  is  to  refute  it.  And  jre^ 
air,  we  have  had  an  appeal  made  to  the  sacred  rij^ttof 
revolutiont  and  we  who  oppose  the  measure  bavebctn 
taunted  as  being  opposed  to  the  fundamental  r^li  of 
the  people,  and  to  the  principles  of  our  great  Revohitiorw 
We  have  had  an  effusion  of  the  wildest  and  nwrtiaw- 
herent  notions  of  popular  liberty,  and  our  pHndpIelli^ 
nouneed  as  those  of  the  Stuarta  and  of  the  Bourboi* 
And  wliat,  sir,  after  all,  is  the  position  for  wkkh  we 
contend^   It  is,  that  voluntary  meetings  of  etti«n<. 
which  maybe  nothing  more  than  the  proceedinpofi 
few  turbulent  demagogues,  have  not  authority,  in  i  lis* 
of  peace,  and  as  a  measure  of  regular  govemmeM,  » 
call  a  convention,  which  shall  possess  the  sovereifpi 
thority,  and  be  capable  of  binding  the  whole  coaimuin- 
ty.    The  converse  of  this  proposition,  1  say,  sir, 
principle  involved  in  the  case  before  us,  and  Kg-"* 
which  I  shall  contend  at  all  times,  and  under  all  cirMU- 
stances.    The  case  of  revolution  supposes  an  end  low 
regular  government,  and  it*  illuatraliona  and  iu  iiT* 
ments  have  nothing  to  do  with  Ihe  one  before  us.  Am 
now,  air,  we  are  called  upon,  here,  here  in  tbeSea* 
of  the  United  Stateo,  to  sanction  a  principle  which  ww" 
be  subvernve  of  all  regular  government,  and  ibst,  lo^ 
at  a  time  when  a  spirit  of  misrule  is  abroad, 
country  is  full  of  scene*  of  personal  violence, 
have  seen  men  in  a  neighboring  State  inaeiiiible  to  tbc 
ties  of  social  duty,  willing  to  break  down  the  wboleiO' 
cial  edifice,  to  subvert  the  entire  Government, 
to  accomplish  a  mere  party  purpose.    It  may  betwu 
why  Congress  required  (be  assent  of  a  convention, 
it  had  the  power  to  eatablish  the  boundaries  by  iu<>«^ 
authority.    The  answer  would  seem  to  be  that, 
conatitution  presented  by  Michigan,  and  the  desire  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  Slate,  purported  topr* 
ceed  merely  from  the  inbabitanU  of  the  peniniab,  im 
as  Congress  did  not  think  proper  to  p-ant  the  reqw 
that  the  penintula  alone  should  conirtitute  a  3**^^ 
added  both  population  and  territory,  it  became  a  «w« 
of  propriety  to  refer  Ihe  aubjcet  back  againjo  P**" 
pie,  to  ascertain  whether,  under  these  circonist«ie«| 
they  still  desired  to  become  *  sovereign  State,  aao.  ■ 
such,  a  member  of  this  Union.    But  that  is '"•'""T!'! 
question)  the  bill  before  us  supposes  that  the  pro*™* 
was  right,  and  afBrms  it  to  be  true  that  the  condiW" 
has  been  complied  with,    la  this  true?  Whst 
the  mader  still  worse  is,  that  the  firat  convention  caiw 
by  the  legislative  authority  expressly  refbsed  '^J""*' 
and  we  are  now  called  upon  to  say  that  the  ^ 
veniion,  assembled  under  the  authority  of 
meettnga  of  citizena  in  some  ot4he  counties 
convention,  capab(^g^^^^ife|hj,^g(i^«l  U^"* 
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issent  has  been  given  which  Is  required  by  the  act. 
The  resolution  ofihe  26th  January,  1836,  rererred  to 
by  the  Senator  from  Fenn^lvan'w,  [Hr.  13ucBAHAir,] 
can  have  do  bearin^f  whatever  on  tbe  preaent  question, 
IS  indicative  of  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  In  relation  to 
tbe  power  of  the  Le^ialatare*  since,  at  that  time,  there 
was  clearly  no  legal  authority  on  the  part  of  Michigan 
to  eatabltsh  a  State  Governmenlf  but  the  act  of  the  15th 
0^  June,  1836,  altered  the  case,  by  accepting,  ratifying, 
and  confirming,  the  constitution  and  State  Government, 
and  thus  giving  (o  both  a  legal  existence. 

In  the  view  which  I  have  taken  of  this  matter,  num- 
bera  are  nothing.   But  it  is  contended  that  there  were 
nore  votea  given  in  favor  of  a  convention  at  the  elections 
held  under  the  authority  of  the  vohintary  meetings  than 
were  gpven  both  far  and  against  the  former  conventinn. 
And  what  does  this  prove  *    Might  there  not  have  been 
a  great  number  of  illegal  votes  given  at  the  second  elec- 
tion, «hen  there  was  no  authority  of  law  for  tbe  govern- 
ment of  those  who  undertook  to  conduct  it?   But  as  to 
the  bet,  which  is  paraded  as  a  matter  of  moment,  ibat 
there  were  at  least  eight  thousand  votes  given  for  the 
second  convention,  does  that  prove,  with  reference  to 
the  mere  weight  of  numbers,  supposing  that  none  voted 
but  those  who  had  a  rijihtto  do  go,  that  the  people  of 
the  State,  or  a  majority  of  the  people,  desired  that  a  con- 
vention ^ouldbe  called,  and  were  in  favor  of  givitigthe 
aoent  rrqutred  by  the  act  of  Congress?    Par  from  it, 
sir.    Upon  turning  to  tbe  census  which  was  taken  in  the 
jrad- 1834,  it  will  be  found  that  there  was,  in  that  year, 
in  tbe  peninsula  of  Midiigan,  a  population  of  87,373 
coula,  of  whom  there  were  upwards  of  33,000  free  white 
nuks  above  the  age  of  twenty  years,  bo  that  there  must 
hare  been,  at  (hat  lime,  at  least  twenty  thouaand  voters. 
At  tbe  preaent  time  it  is  probable  (bat  there  are  at  least 
tlitrty  ttiooaand  voters;  and  yet  ri^ht  thousand  voles  given 
witbout  authority  of  law,  and  without  the  certainty  that 
tbey  were  thcae  of  persons  who  had  a  right  to  vote  at 
sH^  are  here  represented  to  be  the  vtriee  of  the  people; 
uil  it  is  serioudy  contended  that  they  had  a  right  to  elect 
a  convention  representing  the  sovereignty  of  the  State, 
aad  capable  of  binding  the  whole  community.  This 
jtrj  case  ia  itself  the  strongest  proof  of  the  danger  and 
fclf  of  departing  trom  the  true  principles  of  the  social 
tjttaa,  and  nttcmpllng  to  introduce  and  establish  any 
otber  standard  of  the  public  will  than  that  which  the 
people  themselves,  in  the  formation  of  their  constitution, 
have  dedared  ahaU  be  the  exponent  of  that  wil>,  name-, 
ly,  the  l^ialative  power-    In  the  one  case,  which  is  that 
of  ihe  regular  action  of  Governtnent,  there  can  be  no 
danger;  ami  the  people,  having  it  always  in  their  power 
to^ange  tbeir  representatives,  may  secure  a  faithful  as- 
sertion of  their  will)  but  in  the  otber,  which  concedes 
Id  a  portion  of  the  penple  the  right,  by  voluntary  assem- 
blies, to  call  and  elsct  a  convention  capable  of  eontrol- 
tbe  whole  community,  the  very  end  of  all  govcrit- 
aeat  w  defeated,  by  giving  to  the  strung  and  the  crafty  the 
Bieans  of  controlling  the  weak  and  the  timid  without 
llieir  consent;  and  while  their  proceedings  boldly  and 
inolently  assume  the  form  and  the  tone  of  public  senti- 
ment, they  may  in  truth  be  nothing  more  than  the  mach* 
iantions  of  designing  demapogue«,  and  p>rove  in  the 
twd  tbe  worst  species  of  tyranny.  What,  then,  it  may  be 
isked,  is  to  be  doneF   There  are  two  courses,  either  of 
wfcich  omy  be  taken,  and  with  either  of  which  I  shall  be 
content.    The  one  is  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  further 
action  of  the  State  of  Michigan.    Let  tlie  Legislature  of 
that  State  call  another  convention,  and  then,  if  it  be 
trwe  that  tbe  majority  of  the  people  are  now  in  favor  of 
coiBii^  into  the  Uiuon  upon  the  proposed  terma,  there 
casBot  be  a  doubt  but  tbe  required  Hssent  will  be  given. 
This  coarse  will  require  a  litlle  dehy,  but  that  will  be 
tftendcd  with  no  material  iocoBTCucnce.  The  other  is 


to  repeaUhe  third  section  of  the  act  of  June  t5,  1836, 
which  imposes  the  condition,  and  admit  her  at  once.  I 
hiive  no  apprehension  of  difficulty  on  (he  score  of  bound- 
aries, having  the  most  perfect  conviction  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  settle  them,  and  that  has  been  done  by  the 
express  provisions  of  the  act.    But,  sir,  it  will  not  do  to 

[)ns9  this  act,  either  with  or  without  Ihe  preamble,  un- 
ess  in  the  latter  case  the  third  sectiun  of  the  act  of  June 
be  repealed,  because  that  provision  still  subsisting,  to 
admit  under  Ihe  present  circumstances  would  imply  that 
Congress  was  satisfied  that  the  condition  had  been  ful- 
filled. This,  sir,  would  be  virtually  to  recognise  and 
sanction  the  doctrine  against  which  we  coutend,  and 
which,  if  established,  would  in  the  end  subvert  all  ng' 
ular  goremmenlt  and  whicii,  while  it  preserved  the  form 
of  republican  institutions,  and  affected  lo  be  based  on 
Ihe  principle  of  popular  rights  and  popular  liberty, 
would  involve  in  its  practice  Ihe  most  odious  tyranny, 

Mr.  BROWN  said  it  liad  not  been  his  intention  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  debate  which  had  arisen  on  the  question 
then  under  consideration;  but  some  doctrines  had  been 
advanced  in  its  pn^presa  which  challenged  their  most 
serious  consideration,  and  which  he,  as  a  member  of  that 
body,  would  not  permit  lo  pass  without  giving  utterance 
to  the  sentiments  of  strong  disspprobation  with  which 
they  had  been  beard  by  him.  He  almost  despaired,  after 
the  eloquent  display  of  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
[Mr.  Bayabd,]  who  had  just  taken  hiaseat,  of  saying  any 
thing  that  would  interest  them,  or  of  being  able*  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks,  to  gain  tliat  attention  which  that 
gentleman  had  so  justly  merited,  as  well  from  the  matter 
as  the  manner  of  his  address. 

The  admission  of  Michigan  as  a  member  of  the  Union 
had  (said  Mr.  B.)  been  resisted  mainly  b_y  those  who  op- 
pose it  on  tbe  ground  tlut  she  in,  at  this  time,  a  sover- 
eign State,  and  that  the  convention  which  assembled  in 
December  last,  and  gave  its  assent  to  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  was  not 
called  into  being  by  a  law  of  the  Legislature  of  Michi- 
gan, and  is  therefore  to  be  considered  as  irregular  and 
revolutionary  in  its  nature,  by  assuming  to  act  without 
such  authority,  lie  thought  it  required  but  a  ve tv  slight 
examination  of  tbe  subject  for  Ihem  to  arrive  at  the  con- 
clu«on  that,  on  all  questions  of  legislation  by  Congress 
touching  her  condition,  she  is  to  be  contemplated  and 
regarded  as  a  Territory,  and  not  as  a  State.  Not  having 
complied  with  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congreu  passed  at 
Ihe  last  session  for  her  admission  into  the  Union,  she  is 
not  a  confederate  State.  If  she  exists,  then,  as  a  Slate 
at  al),  it  must  be  in  tbe  character  of  a  foreign  and  inde- 
pendent sovereignty.  To  maintain  a  doctrine  so  sbsurd 
as  this  was,  and  ao  utterly  subversive  of  the  authority  of 
the  General  Government  over  its  territory,  its  advocates 
mat,  of  necessity,  be  driven  to  admit  Ibe  right  of  the 
people  of  a  Territory  to  throw  off  the  power  of  tbe  Gen- 
eral Hoverament  wilhout  its  consent,  and  to  establish 
an  independent  Government  at  their  own  wilt  and  pleas- 
ure. Whether  a  State  may  rightfully  secede  from  the 
Union  or  not,  is  a  question  about  which  the  shiest  states- 
men have  differed]  but  that  a  Territory,  having  in  itaelf 
no  sovereignty,  may  rightfully  withdraw  from  the  author- 
ity of  the  Federal  Government,  (unless  by  that  right  ac- 
quired by  Buccessful  revolution,)  is  a  proposition  ao  dis- 
organising in  its  tendency  as  to  And  scsrcely  a  single  ad- 
vocate. It  is  true  that  Michigan  has,  for  some  time 
past,  exercised  tbe  powers  of  a  Slate,  preparatory  to 
her  admission  into  the  Union,  which  were  simply  per- 
missive, and  not  by  virtue  of  any  rights  she  had  as  a 
Stale,  independent  of  the  authority  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. She  i^  then,  for  all  practical  parposesb  to  be 
regarded  in  our  legiriaiion  at  Mill  remaining  lo  her  ter. 
riiorial  condition.  If  this  opinion  be^correct,  Iben  the 
sanctuary  of  SUte  rights,[||ttiA|ii^f|Qi@^eit^«B' 
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riofu  bave  been  expressed,  will  not  be  invftded  by  our 
reeogninng  the  acts  of  the  late  conventiont  giving 
the  aiaeitt  of  the  people  of  Michigan  to  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  act  of  Confess.  The  |ionortble  Sena- 
tor froiD  Delaware  had  argued  to  show  that  the  legisia* 
tire  branch  of  a  Government  vru  to  be  regarded  as  (he 
depository  of  the  public  wilt,  and  that  in  the  States  all 
power  not  prohibited  by  their  constitutions  might  be  ex- 
ercised by  their  LegisUturest  and  deduces*  as  a  conse- 

auence  from  the  principlea  which  lie  contended  for.  that 
le  assembling  of  a  conTcnlion  in  Michigan*  without  au* 
thority  from  her  Legialaturet  was  irregular  and  of  rero- 
lutionary  tendency.  This  doctrine  (said  Mr.  B.)  was, 
in  his  opinion,  radically  wron^,  and  had  led  to  many  of 
the  erroneous  conclusions  which  had  characterized  (he 
present  discassion.  The  legiilalive  branch  of  a  State 
Gorernment  was  to  be  considered  the  depository  of  the 
public  will  of  the  people,  represented  by  it  only  for  cer* 
tain  purposes,  and  to  the  extent  of  the  powers  conferred 
on  it  by  (he  constitution  under  which  it  acted.  All 
other  powers  resided  in  the  great  budy  of  the  people,  in 
which  exists  the  ultimate  authority  and  aovereignty  of  a 
State.  The  constituted  authorities  of  a  State,  no,  not 
even  a  convention  itself,  posseu  no  inherent  power  of 
sovereignty,  and  each  are  but  the  mere  agents  of  the 
people,  who  constitute  the  sovereignty.  It  is  therefore 
acronting  rather  too  mud)  from  tua  power  cf  the  peo- 
ple of  a  State  to  «bim  for  their  legislature  the  right  to 
direct  Ibem  when  and  how  they  shall  proceed  to  aasem* 
ble  in  convention.  Il  strips  the  sovereign  power  of  one 
of  its  highest  and  moat  powerful  attributes,  and  leavea  it 
at  the  will  of  the  agent  created  by  it  to  decide  when  it 
may  rightfully  exerciae  that  power.  In  some  of  the 
States  the  power  is  expressly  giren  to  their  Legislatures 
to  dedde  when  a  convention  shall  be  called,  and  to  pro" 
vide  for  the  manner  of  calling  the  same.  This,  of  course, 
19  a  restric(ion  by  the  people  of  (hose  Stalci,  imposed  by 
themselves,  on  their  original  right  to  assemble  in  conven- 
tion through  the  instrumentahty  of  primary  assemblies, 
and  whicli  tliey  are  constiiiitionftlly  bound  to  observe. 
But  no  Buch  restriction  can  be  alleged  as  existing  in  the 
constitution  of  Michigan,  to  preven(  her  people  from  aa- 
teoibling  in  convention  spontaneously,  for  the  purpose  .of 
expressing  her  willingnesi  to  come  into  the  Union  on  the 
terms  proposed  by  Congress.  Her  constitution  points 
out  the  manner  in  which  future  amendments  to  that  in- 
strument are  to  be  made;  but  no  mode  is  prescribed  by 
it  as  to  the  manner  in  which  her  people  are  to  aasemble 
in  convention  for  the  purpose  of  being  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  State.  As  htr  people  never  have  conferred 
on  any  of  her  public  functionaries  Ibia  power,  it,  of 
courar,  remains  among  them,  as  belonging  to  ttut  class 
of  residuary  powers  wilh  which  she  has  never  parted.  If, 
sir,  (naid  lir.  B.,)  this  reasoning  be  correct,  the  people 
of  Michigan  have  rightfully  exercised  the  puwer  of  call- 
ing a  coDvenlion  through  their  primary  assemblies — a 
ri^t  conaecrated  byXhe  principles  of  the  Revolution, 
and  fVom  the  exercise  of  which  some  of  the  oldest,  if  not 
the  wiaegi.  State  constitutions  had  aprung  into  existence. 
In  determi.iing  this  question,  he  thought  it  their  duly,  as 
statesmen,  to  discncudiber  it  of  mere  questions  of  form, 
and  to  ascertain  substantially  what  was  the  will  of  the 
pet^le  of  Michigan  in  reference  to  their  admission  into 
the  Union.  All  the  facts  before  them  went  to  prove, 
most  conclusively,  that  it  was  not  only  the  will  of  a  ma- 
jori^  of  them  to  obtain  admission  into  the  Union,  but 
that  there  was  almost  entire  unanimity  of  sentiment  among 
her  citizens  in  favor  of  it.  Had  a  sinrie  remonstrance 
been  presented  from  any  part  of  that  Territory  agunst 
the  proceedings  of  her  convention'  No*  not  a  single 
voice  had  been  beard  from  that  qusrter  opposed  to  it. 
Her  citizt  ns,  therefore,  could  not  feel  otherwise  than 
greatly  indebted  to  those  nho  had  cone  forward  as  her 


guardiana  here  to  protect  her  from  the  dire  caUnitieior 
being  admitted  to  n  participation  of  the  bentfiti  of  wr 
happy  Union!  Forhimaelf,  he  baddways  becntiucfat 
to  conuder  it  as  a  measure  of  no  ordinary  advsnts|e  is 
the  people  of  a  Territory  to  be  raised  from  aslate  of  lt^ 
ritorial  dependence  to  the  elevated  condition  of  a  soni. 
eign  State  of  our  confederacy.  If  we  were  about  lod> 
an  act  which  might  operate  to  restrain  the  prWilegnof 
her  people,  then  it  would  behoove  us  to  construe  ttntSj 
the  powers  under  which  we  act.  While  the  rule  of  coo- 
struetion  which  he  had  just  Uid  down  vaa  ippKcsble  to 
such  a  caae  aa  the  one  adverted  to»  the  opposite  rule 
giving  a  liberal  interpretation  to  our  powers  wh  eqaallr 
obligatory  where  the  object  was  to  enlarge  tiie  piink- 
ges  of  the  citizen.  In  other  words,  he  waMtnA  it  to 
be  not  only  a  safe  rule  in  practice,  but  one  denaoded  bf 
our  free  institutiona,  in  deciding  on  queslioiis  in  vhich 
the  righu  of  the  citizen  are  involved,  whether  in  cosili 
of  justice  or  legislative  bodies,  to  give  a  constnetioo  Is 
the  power  under  which  they  act  that  will  rather  fivot 
than  abridge  the  rights. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolinii,  [Hr. 
PxKSTOB,]  and  his  honorable  coadjutor  from  Ohio,  [Ur. 
Monaia,]  bad  expreased  great  horror  at  the  procecdinp 
of  the  convention  in  Michigan,  and,  coupling  them 
some  other  proceedings  which  have  lately  occurred  is 
several  of  the  Statea,  have  denounced  esieh  in  uoTof 
measured  terms.  They  think  they  see,  in  what  Ibejr 
have  choaen  to  characterize  aa  tumultuary  assembhga 
of  the  people,  the  overthrow  of  law  and  urdcr,  tnd  the 
prostration  of  all  regular  government.  The  Sesilw 
from  Ohio  told  U3  that  he  liad  heard  here  many  venrei- 
iraordinary  thinga  in  the  course  of  ihia  debate^  snd  Ik 
(Mr.  B.)  would  take  leave  to  add  that  the  Senator  M 
also  said  some  very  exiranrdinary  things  in  the  coune  of 
the  observatitma  which  he  had  made.  He  did  ooi  bin- 
self  entertain  the  same  fears  of  the  great  body  of  ibt 
people  which  seemed  so  much  to  excite  tbe  aiiran  « 
some  honorable  gentlemen.  On  the  contrary,  it  M 
been  proven,  not  only  by  experience  in  this  counliT> 
but  in  almost  every  other  civilized  nation,  that  the  grett 
body  of  the  people  are,  in  moat  inatances,  more  inciintd 
to  acquiesce  in  wronga  than  to  reaiat  themi  and  tbit,  ie 
nine  timet  out  of  ten,  when  driven  to  physical  ivsistuce, 
it  is  because  every  other  means  of  redress  bare  fsnw- 
The  doctrines  which  had  been  advanced  were  idesiiol 
with  those  in  which  had  originated  the  alien  aud  *c- 
dition  laws. 

The  federal  parly  of  that  day,  as  now,  (though  uwier 
a  difTereiit  name  at  the  present  day,^  believed,  or  sflect- 
ed  to  believe,  that  popular  liberty  would  degenerstc  in- 
to licentiousness,  and  prove  ineompuible  with  the  eia>- 
ence  of  regular  government.  In  thia  distrust  snd  m- 
ousy  of  the  great  body  of  the  people,  by  the  fc«"' 
party,  originated  that  celebrated  law.  Altbougb  lUiu- 
thors  had  long  since  been  expelled  from  power,  »tw 
their  doctrines  stamped  with  public  reprobation,  llit 
same  spirit  yet  existed,  and  he  regretted  (bat  it  w 
made  its  appearance  a«Hn  in  thia  debate.  It  was  out 
the  revival  of  the  exploded  heresies  of  that  day.brou^' 
forward  under  new  auspices,  and  under  new  p'f*y 
names.  The  party  of  that  day,  as  (heir  diicipk*  >"^w 
do,  arrogated  to  themselves  all  the  intelligence  sod  »>*■ 
dom  of  the  country,  and  expresKd  all  the  ipprenen* 
sions  from  popular  violence  to  our  institutioBi  tb»t « 
now  hear.  When  the  famous  judicUry  law,  P**"™.^ 
the  federal  party  in  tbe  laat  momenta  of  tbc'ir  cipir>^ 
authority,  was  about  to-be  repealed  undw  (be  adaun» 
tration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  tbe  same  hart  were  *>P^?^ 
which  we  now  hear,  that  conatitutional 
a  victim  to  popular  violence.  The  people  did  wpw| 
the  law,  through  their  repKaentaurea,  and 
country  had  coniii^^|fl^ty^-  " 
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it  hj  the  coMtitotMHii  utA  none  of  the  evik  predicted 
bad  been  realized.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  to  thoM  who  are 
ta  tbm  habit  of  MMaking  disparagingljr  of  the  intelligence 
•rthe  fiwat  body  of  the  people,  it  ii  tufficient  to  point 
thcfll  to  the  condition  of  the  country  to  diaprove  the 
dntr^    It  t«  to  that  public  intelligence  that  we  are  in- 
debted for  what  it  ii.    It  ta  under  the  guidance  of  that 
p«bRc  will  that  it  has  attained  ita  preaent  unexampled 
pfoaperily.   In  iaititutiiig  a  comparison  between  that 
vaVSc  inleirigeocc  which  ii  so  often  derided  and  the  po- 
Rticd  wisdom  of  that  party  wbo  underrates  it,  a  marked 
nperioriiy  must  be  aeknowleged  as  due  to  the  former. 
Oa  tbe  one  band,  the  party  claiming  a  monopoly  of  all 
tbe  wiadom  of  the  country,  at  numerous  instances  attest 
io  our  history  as  a  nation,  have  often  attempted  to  in- 
gr^  on  our  instifutioos  principles  hostile  to  our  form  of 
govemmentt  while,  on  the  other,  the  patriotism  and  in- 
H^Kfenea  of  the  American  people  lutTe  constantly  inter- 
poted  to  preserve  them  in  every  great  emergency. 
What,  be  would  adc,  would  have  been  the  condition  of 
our  country,  in  all  probability,  at  this  day,  if  its  political 
destinies  bad  been  continued  in  the  kee|»ng  ofthat  par- 
ty wbo,  io  their  own  imagination,  hav«  all  the  sagacious 
ililiamrn,  and  are  almoat  eiclusively  endowed  by  Prov- 
ideace  with  the  gifts  of  intellectual  greatness'   Let  the 
Wf0iamlm  efforts  made  by  their  leading  statesmen, 
when  in  power,  to  introduce  e  qrstem  of  adminiattvtion 
into  ear  Gofcnunent,  modelled  on  the  plan  of  the  Bng- 
ftk  BoMvefay,  answer.    Let  tbe  bte  of  those  countries 
io  which  the  energy  of  tbe  popular  will  had  been  broken 
down  by  the  ascendency  of  titled  orders  answer.  From 
the  picture  of  whnt  it  most  probably  would  have  been 
oadcr  aueh  auquees,  tbe  friends  of  republican  govern- 
ment were  cheered  and  animeted  in  coateroplaling  what 
it  ii  under  the  Mfer  and  wiser  auraices  of  that  general 
in^RgcBce  which,  united,  forms  the  public  will. 

Tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  Sooth  Carolina  [Mr. 
PutTon]  bas  expressed,  in  strong  terms,  his  abhorrence 
of  the  doctrine  contained  in  a  letter  lately  published  in 
die  newspapers  of  the  United  States,  and  written  by  a 
diatingiilsfaed  gentlenum,  recently  a  member  of  this  body. 
Uc  bnd  characterized  them  as  disorganizing  and  of  revo- 
htionary  tendency.  In  this  he  has  been  followed,  much 
in  tbe  same  strain,  by  the  gentleman  from  Delawsre, 
[Mr.  Batabb.]  Mr.  B.  could  not  bat  feel  some  surprise 
at  Acir  course  in  bringing  into  diacuuion  questions  hav* 
ing  no  bearing  on  proceedings  here,  and  such  as  were 
coooccted  alone  with  the  domestic  strifes  of  the  Slates 
in  which  they  had  originated.  He  felt  more  especially 
surprised  that  gentlemeo  proflnaing  sucb  a  saored  regard 
for,  and  claiming  as  some  of  tbem  seemed  to  do,  almost 
tlie  exchnive  guardianship  of  State  rights,  should  be 
found  invading  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland, 
for  the  purpose  of  mingling  in  controversies  which  they 
were  in  no  way  called  on  to  decide.  He  must  be  per- 
mitted to  say  that  their  course  on  this  occasion  was  but 
a  poor  practif»l  commentary  on  their  doctrines.  In  the 
reiwarks  which  he  should  make  on  this  subject,  he  but 
followed  the  example  which  had  been  set  him.  Tbe 
gauBtlet  had  been  ihrown  down,  and  he,  for  one,  was 
Ttadf  to  join  issue  with  gentlemen  on  the  important 
Buealion  railed  in  the  letter  which  had  been  so  strongly 
oeBooneed.  He  had  the  pleasure  not  only  of  a  personal 
■cqitaiatuce  with  llr-  Dallas,  tbe  writer  of  the  letter, 
but  he  flattered  himself  that  he  also  enjoyed  a  portion  of 
hie  personal  fii«pdsbip.  Little  could  he  have  supposed 
that  a  gentleman  universally  respected  for  bis  mild  and 
iffbane  manners  in  private  life,  and  distinguished  for 
wiae  uid  prudent  deliberation  as  a  statesman,  wotild 
have  bees  held  up,  here  or  elsewhere,  as  a  revolutionist. 
Had  it  come  to  this:  that  a  citizen  of  this  republic  could 
not  ex|»csB  an  opinion  in  ttvor  of  the  right  of  the  pro* 
pie  of  ■  Stale  to  abofish  a  bank  charter,  acting  ihrough 


a  convention,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  without  sub* 
jecting  himself  to  the  charge  of  aiding  to  produce  a  rev- 
olution? Were  bank  corporations  to  be  con^ered  as 
imbodying  in  themselves  the  sovereign  authority  of  the 
State,  that  it  was  thus  dangerous  to  call  in  question  their 
rights  to  existence,  independent  of  the  will  of  the  people, 
whose  legislative  agents  had  created  them?  Gentlemen 
who  entertain  such  exalted  opinions  of  their  attributes, 
he  would  say,  carried  their  reverence  much  further  than 
he  could  agree  to  do.  They  were  opinions  better  suited, 
he  would  say,  Io  tbe  subjects  of  arbitrary  Governmenti 
than  to  the  citizens  of  a  free  republic. 

Mr.  B.,  without  undertaking  to  defend  all  the  argu- 
ments contained  in  this  much-denounced  letter,  some  of 
which  be  did  not  then  recollect,  not  having  the  letter 
before  him,  would  take  occasion  very  explicitly  to  de- 
clare his  hearty  and  entire  concurrence  in  the  main  con- 
clusion drawn  from  them.  That  conclusion  asserted  the 
right  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  acting  through  a 
convention,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  to  annul  and  ab< 
rogate  the  charter  lately  granted  by  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  for  the  term 
of  thirty  years.  He  well  knew  the  ingenious  subterfuge 
by  which  professional  astutcnes  had  sought  to  escape 
from  the  force  of  this,  to  his  mind,  pisinly-estsblished 
conclusion,  by  endeavoring  to  take  shelter  under  that 
part  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates  which  de* 
dares  that  "  no  State  sliatl  pass  any  law  impairing  the 
obligation  of  coolracta."  To  maintain  that  bank  char- 
ters are  "  contracts,"  and  thus  to  draw  them  within  the 
meaning  of  that  term,  as  employed  in  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  the  advocates  of  the  doctrine  that 
they  are  irrevocable  by  any  authority  have  been  driven 
to  advance  subtleties  and  refinements  better  suited  to 
that  age  of  ecclesiastical  ingenuity  in  which  the  statutes 
of  mortmsin  were  sought  to  be  evaded  by  that  order  of 
men,  to  perpetuate  their  ascendency,  tlian  to  the  pres- 
ent day  of  enlightened  constilutiunal  freedom.  He  did 
not  believe  that  any  of  the  eminent  writers  on  law  in 
England,  in  defining  tbe  nature  and  powers  of  corpora- 
tions, had  ever  considered  their  charters  in  the  nature 
of  contracts  between  the  sovereign  authority  granting 
them  and  the  individuals  of  which  they  were  composed! 
On  tbe  contranr,  they  liad  been  uniformly  treated  by 
them  as  artificial  bodies,  to  whom  certain  privileges  and 
franchises  are  granted,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  that 
which  they  could  not  do  in  their  individual  capacities. 
Nor  did  he  believe  that  any  authority  could  be  found 
among  the  American  law  writers,  previous  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  present  federal  constitution,  which  mainUined 
the  doctrine  that  bank  charters  granted  by  the  States 
were  in  the  nature  of  contracts  between  the  States  and 
the  individuals  to  whom  they  were  granted.  The  uni- 
versally received  opinion  before,  that  they  were  mere 
privileges  or  franchisee,  granted  by  the  State  or  sover- 
eign, is  a  most  conclusive  proof  to  show  that  the  modern 
invention  of  the  doctrine  that  (bey  are  contracts  is  an 
afterthought,  a  mere  device,  intended,  by  a  change  of 
phrases,  to  suit  the  case  to  the  terms  of  Itie  constitution, 
and  to  bring  it  to  bear  against  Stale  authority,  in  &vor 
of  the  perpetuity  of  corporations.  Mr.  B.  said,  to  hit 
mind,  the  doctrine  (hat  a  State,  in  its  high  and  sovereign 
capacity,  was  absolutely  impotent  to  rid  itself  of  a  great 
moneyed  corporation,  chartered  for  a  term  of  thirty 
years,  was  a  monstrous  heresy,  snd,  in  his  judgment, 
better  suited  to  the  notions  of  popular  rights  which  pre- 
,vailed  in  the  arbitrary  reign  of  the  Stuart^  or  to  those 
of  the  Polignaci  of  France,  than  to  an  American  slates- 
man.  No  matter  how  absoluteljp  certain  they  may  bo 
that  such  an  institution  may  insinnale  ita  power  into 
every  part  of  their  State,  and,  when  firmly  fixed,  prov* 
utterly  destructive  to  their  liberties  yet,  according  to 
this  doctrine,  they  btvS|«f>^S'K^<g(«^icT^Pe°^<"'' 
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and  their  condition  ii  irremediable,  nve  only  what  \a  to 
be  accotnpliilied  by  the  tardy  efflux  of  time.  In  other 
word*,  it  draws  after  it  the  startling  consequence,  that 
the  mere  temporary  agenti  of  the  people,  appointed  to 
legislate  for  them,  may  contract  away  the  rights  of  the 
■upreme  power  of  the  State,  and  that  supreme  power, 
no  matter  how  improvident  the  act,  no  matter  how  ru- 
inous in  its  consequences,  no  matter  how  much  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  public  will,  yet  submission  to  it,  without  the 
hope  of  peaceable  redress,  is  to  be  their  unalterable 
doom!  If  this  c^n  be  done  for  thirty  years,  why  not  for 
fire  hundred?  If  for  five  hundred,  why  not  in  perpetui- 
ty? Such  are  the  absurd  consequences  intu  which  the 
advocatesof  this  doctrine  are  inevitably  driveni  a  doctrine 
the  practical  effect  of  which  is  to  put  aside  the  will  of 
the  supreme  authority  of  a  State,  and  lo  substitute  in 
Its  place  a  Government  of  corporations!  Nothing,  he 
said,  appeared  to  his  mind  more  strikingly  preposterous 
than  the  idea  that  a  State,  which  may  change  or  abolish 
its  fundamental  law  at  pleasure,  which  may  pull  down  and 
reconstruct,  in  such  way  as  it  choosei,  the  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, or  judiciary  departmtnts  of  its  Government, 
cannot  esircisc  the  power  of  aboliahing  a  charter  cneated 
by  an  act  ofits  Legislature.  It  has  oRen  been  contend- 
ed  that  a  judge  appointed  during  good  beltaviour  held  his 
office  ill  the  nature  of  a  contract  between  himself  andtbe 
State,  he,  on  l.i«  part,  undertaking  lo  perform  ctrtain 
duties  in  contid^ra'.ion  yf  a  fixed  salary,  to  be  paid  by  the 
Statet  yet  few,  if  any,  had  been  bold  enough,  in  any  of 
the  Slates,  to  deny  that  a  convention  of  the  people  could 
aboliah  the  oi&ce,  if  it  was  their  pleasure  to  do  so.  If 
Uiey  posKMsed  the  power  to  do  ihe  one,  which  power 
bad  been  in  many  insUnces  exercised  in  different  SUtes, 
it  seemed  lo  follow,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that 
they  «ere  competent  lo  do  the  other. 

Mr.  B.  said,  conceding  fur  a  moment  to  Ihe  advocates 
of  this  doctrine,  that  privileges  granted  to  banking  cor- 
porations were  in  the  nature  of  cuntracli,  yet  be  con- 
ten<Ied  that  it  was  of  the  very  essence  of  those  contraeb^ 
and  an  implied  condition  which  entered  into  them  when 
matle,  that  the  people  in  their  sovereign  capacity  could 
dissolve  them  when  they  saw  6t  so  to  do.  I'his  original 
right  of  the  people  of  a  State  (o  Judge  of  and  abolish 
such  measures  as  they  may  deem  destructive  of  their 
liberties  or  happiness,  is  a  principle  which  lies  at  the 
rout  uf  popular  inslilulinnst  and,  if  surrendered,  converis 
the  Government  of  a  State  substantially  into  an  oligar- 
chy. If  this  doctrine  were  once  established,  then  the 
citizens  of  a  State,  under  our  eonfi:derscy,  would  be,  in 
that  refepect,  in  an  infinitely  worse  condition  than  tbesub- 
jecls  of  the  Englbb  monarchy.  There  the  Parl'isment 
ma}  dissolve  corporations,  in  virtue  of  its  legislative  pow- 
er, when,  in  its  opinion,  they  are  of  mischievous  tendency 
in  respect  to  Ihe  public  interests.  And  yet  in  no  coun- 
try on  earth  had  the  doctrine  in  favor  of  rested  rights 
been  carried  further  than  in  that.  There  the  subject 
may  be  relieved,  by  the  power  of  Parliament,  from  the 
burden  of  a  corporation  deemed  ruinous  to  the  public 
ioterestsi  but  here  the  dtlsen,  according  to  this  modern 
dueirine,  can  find  no  reKef,  not  even  in  a  convention  of 
the  people. 

No,  one,  be  said,  entertained  a  more  sacred  regard  for 
the  rights  of  private  property  than  himself.  It  was  the 
imperative  duty  of  Government  to  protect  it  against 
either  fraud  or  violence.  The  power  contended  fur,  to 
revoke  charters,  involved  no  such  consequence.  An  act 
l^nting  charters  of  ino<irporation  was  not  a  grant  of 
properly  to  the  corporators,  but  simply  a  grant  ofprivi- 
Itge.  lu  repeal  did  not  take  from  them  (heir  money  or 
oiher  property,  but  took  from  them  merely  the  privi- 
lege to  use  it  in  a  corporate  capacity.  It  was  uodoubt- 
edly  the  duty  of  the  Slate  lo  restore,  in  such  events, 
whatever  sum  of  money  may  have  been  paid  it  for  such 
privilege. 


While  he  felt  the  moat  sacred  regard  for  Ihe  rigfaU  of 
private  property,  and  believed  that  in  no  country  wu  A  ' 
more  secure  than  in  this,  yet  be  could  not  but  express  bit 
strong  repugnance  to  the  'extravagant  and  darairt 
claims  set  up  in  behalf  of  individuals  holdii^  offidu 
statims,  ami  in  behalf  of  chartered  compamca,  under  the 
plea  of  vested  i^hts.  If  the  extravagant  extent  wkidiii 
contended  for  it  of  late  is  aeqatesecd  in,  it  was  quite  ckir 
to  his  mind  that  the  people,  under  this  ingenious  device, 
would  soon  be  divested  of  the  greater  portion  of  tbeit 
rishta.  In  proportion  as  the  wealth  of  the  country  iscreis- 
ed,  the  advocates  of  this  doctrine  were  becoming  more 
and  more  emboldened  in  tlieir  claims  to  power.  DoctriDci 
scarcely  ventured  to  be  hinted  at  aome  years  wo  ate 
now  openly  asserted,  and  those  whpoonstder  it  tbeirouQ  to 
oppose  them  are  denounced  with  overweening  iosdeBce 
as  disorganizers  and  revolutitMiists.  It  ts  but  an  cihi- 
bition  here  of  the  same  spirit  that  is  to  be  found  makii^ 
war  sgainst  popular  rights  on  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. It  is  the  same  spirit  here,  advocating  Ibe  exten- 
sion of  the  doctrine  of  ve&ted  rights^  that  is  heard  nmf 
its  voice  there  iwbelialf  of  prescriptive  rights,  estsbfiriKd 
church,  and  titled  orders.  An  slarm  is  attempted  to  be 
gotten  up  by  the  advocatea  of  these  eztraordinuy  doc- 
trines, (said  Mr.  B.,)  by  raising  the  cry  tbattberighuof 
property  are  in  danger.  Ilow.he  would  ask,  and  by  vhoo, 
are  Ihey  endangered?  The  great  body  of  the  agneuhuril 
community  are  infinitely  more  interested  in  the  vslue  ind 
amount  of  property  owned  throughout  theeouQtry,tbu 
all  the  stockjubberi  and  moneyed  corporation!  put l» 
gethcr.  The  great  body  of  the  people  are  tberefin, 
at  least,  as  much  concerned  in  preservlnfrlaw,  order,  sml 
the  rights  of  property,  as  those  who  vainly  imagine  Um 
they  themselves  constitute  the  cbunlTy.  If  there  be  ny 
class  of  revolutionists  in  this  country,  it  is  not  those  wbo 
stand  up  in  behalf  of  iu  ancient  rights,  against  the  new 
claims  to  power  set  up  under  the  plea  of  vested  righti,  but 
they  are  the  practical  rcTolutionisIs  who  endeavor  to  sub- 
ject the  Govemment  of  the  people  to  a  GovemBieot  of 
corporations. 

The  remedy  proposed  by  Mr.  UalUs  was  in  strict  to 
eordance  with  law  and  order.  It  was  neither  sen^- 
tionary  in  its  principles,  nor  did  it  in  the  remotest  de- 
gree resemble  nullification.  It  did  not  maintain  thit  s 
convention,  in  deciding  on  the  powers  of  corporation, 
would  execute  its  own  decisions,  independent  of  all  oth« 
authority.  On  the  contrary,  it  expressly  looked  to  sad 
acknowledged  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  tliiHed  St^ 
u  the  tribunal  possessing  competent  power  lo  sellle'ss* 
adjudicate  the  case  which  might  arise  out  of  this  q««ti« 
This  much,  Mr.  B.  said,  he  had  deemed  bis  duly  toiay, 
defence  of  principW  that  he  considered  of  vitsi  impw* 
lance,  not  to  one  Slate  alone,  but  lo  sll,  and  in  d"«w« 
of  an  absent  gentleman,  whose  opinions  be  tbourtthad 
been  most  uncourteously  and  unwarrantably  ss«W» 
that  floor.  He  had  too  much  respect  tor  himself,  a***" 
as  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  volunteer  any  o|n"HM« 
his  as  to  the  course  she  ought  lo  pursue.  ^^^^JS, 
argued  to  show  what  power  a  State  might  2^ 
futty  in  audi  a  caset  he  not  bad  ezpreised  an  opioiooi* 
to  what  she  ought  to  do- 

The  honorable  gentleman  frtjm  South  Carolina,  iw- 
PRKBToir,] and  most  of  those  who  bad  fi-ltowed  hmon 
the  same  S'de  in  this  debate,  after  charactrrinnglbepT^ 
ceeding  which  he  had  just  reviewed  as  revrfutionsty  «» 
disot^nising.  and  likely  to  lead  to  the  overthrow  oMtcr- 
ular  government,  endeavored  to  trace  back  the 
the  doctrines  of  the  party  friendly  to  the  present  •o^T' 
tration,  and  to  hold  them  accountable  lo  the  cw"*^ 
the  consequences.  Mr.  B,  said  that  he  roust  be  pe«ww| 
lo  »ay  that  lectures  from  that  quarter  on  law  "Jlly 
came  with  no  very  good  grace.    From  wbom, 
uk,  were  tbc  friends  of  the  •d^BWratiim  to  be  oo*  ^ 
Digitized  by  tjOOQ  Lc 
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•tntcted  in  the  propmty  of  jfood  goTernment,  and  the 
ntocuity  of  mftintuDing  Uw  and  order^  IF  he  mistook 
not,  tome  of  the  nme  gentlemen  now  kindly  proffering 
this  instniction  took  upon  ihemselTes  tlie  character  of 
p(^Hie«l  ntisionmrwt  in  the  tnemorabic  panic  seniont 
and,  leaving  tbeir  aeata  in  this  chamber,  were  heard  in  the 
cities  of  Philadelphia  ami  Ballimore,  encouraging  popu- 
lar snemblies  to  open  resistance  to  the  constituted  au- 
tboiitiea  of  the  country,  by  the  moat  impaasioned  appeals 
to  ibeir  feelingw.  U  was  on  those  occaaiona  ttwt  the 
Chief  Magiatrate  of  lb*  nation  was  denounced  as  a 
uaaiper^  and  "  lawless  tyrant."  H  was  on  tboae  ooca- 
rioM  tnt  it  was  declared  that  there  were  no  **  Sabbaths 
in  revolutions,"  and  the  constituted  authorities  held  up 
■ore  as  objects  lit  fur  public  vengeance,  than  deserving 
TPtpect  and  oberlienee.  He  congratulated  gentlemen  on 
their  recovery  ot  notions  more  favorable  to  regklar  gov* 
eminent  and  good  order,  an^  trusted  that  the  change 
would  not  prove  of  momentary  duration,  but  permanent^ 
bowerer,  must  protest,  for  one,  against  instructions 
fnm  that  quarter,  either  as  to  the  one  or  the  other. 

Mr.  B.,  in  conclusion,  begged  pardon  of  the  Senate 
for  having  digressed,  in  the  course  of  Lis  remarks,  into 
the  discussion  of  questions  not  strictly  relevant  to  the 
subject  before  them.  The  introfluction  of  these  topics 
hy  geatlenen  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  and  (he 
iaaportaat  bearing  they  had  sought  to  give  ihem,  would* 
he  iraaterf,  IhmiMi  his  apology,  and  acquit  him  and  his 
fneods  of  having  on  this  occasion  gratuitously  introduced 
them. 

Mr.  NILGS  said  that  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  not 
bealannedat  his  rising,  as  he  bad  no  intention  of  going 
into  a  general  discussion  of  the  subject  before  the  Senate, 
whicb,  be  -had  reason  to  suppose,  was  tired  of  the  de- 
bate, and  anxious  for  the  question.  It  was  not  his  pur- 
poaeto  detain  the  Senate  by  any  regular  argument, 
even  upon  what  appeared  M  him  to  be  the  real  question 
before  them,  and  much  less  to  discuss  ihA  numerous 
topic*  which  had  been  drawn  into  the  debate.  Of  the 
politics  of  Pennsylvania,  or  Maryland,  he  had  no  wish  to 
speaki  his  only  object  was  to  submit  a  few  remarks  on  one 
point,  somewhat  connected  with  the  subject  before  the 
Senate^  and  which  involved  a  fundamental  principle  In 
oar  institutions.  Mr.  N.  said  be  had  witnessed  the  course 
(his  debate  had  taken  with  some  surprise)  great  prin- 
^ples  had  been  drawn  into  discussion,  not  necessarily 
belonging  tu  the  subject,  and  sentiments  expressed,  and 
doctrines  maintained,  which  be  had  heard  with  no  small 
degree  of  astonishment  and  regrett  he  could  tiardly  real- 
ize that  he  was  in  the  American  Senate,  and  at  this  eii- 
Iqfhtened  period  when  the  principles  of  free  Govern- 
ments were  supposed  to  be  well  understood  and  well 
9cUled>  In  view  of  what  he  had  witnessetl  in  this  debate, 
be  felt  it  his  duty  to  allude  to  a  fact  which,  whether 
agreeable  to  bear  or  not,  he  believed  ought  not  to  be 
entirely  overlooked.  Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  far  some  years 
past  ihie  American  Senate,  the  most  important  branch  of 
this  Government,  a  co<ordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature, 
•nd  possesnng  a  portion  of  the  executive  and  judicial 
authority,  has  not  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States;  and  lie  feared,  greatly  feared,  that 
what  had  taken  place  on  the  bill  before  us  was  not  calcu- 
lated to  increase  or  strengthen  the  public  confidence. 
Are  we  to  be  told  that  the  people  have  decided  incon- 
siderately, raahiy,  and  unjustly?  This  will  not  do.  Un- 
levs  be  was  entirely  mistaken,  the  principles  which  had 
been  aaaerted,  and  the  doctrines  that  bad  been  so  strenu- 
eosly  maintained,  would  be  received  with  some  asltmii^u 
sent  by  the  people  of  this  country. 

The  question;  before  the  Si^nate  he  regarded  a  very 
simple  onet  it  was  really  a  question  of  factt  merely, 
whether  the  condition  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  hist  ses- 
MK^  providing  for  the  admkrioirof  Michigan  into  the 


Union,  had  been  complied  with.  In  considering  this 
question,  gentlemen  had  gone  into  the  first  principles  of 
government,  and  made  wlut  be  regarded  a  bold  attack  on 
popular  power,  on  ihe  fundamental  principle  of  popular 
sovereignty,  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  our  insti- 
tutions. These  doctrines  were  rather  antiquatedt  they 
belonged  to  the  school  of  the  restoration  in  England,  and 
the  political  writings  of  Sir  Robert  Filmore;  they  were  the 
present  doctrines  of  the  conservatives  in  all  the  Govern- 
ments in  Europe,  of  the  advocates  of  arbitrary  power, 
and  of  existing  abuseti,  however  flagrant.  But  in  this 
country  it  was  not  necessary  to  trace  them  so  fari  it  was 
not  necessary  to  go  back  beyond  the  memorable  period 
of '98;  they  were  the  doctrines  of  that  day,  of  the  period 
in  our  political  history  which  has  been  appropriately 
called  the  "  reign  of  terrnr."  Is  it  supposed  that  the 
principles  and  spirit  of  '98  and  '99  can  be  revived?  Is  it 
supposed  that,insteadof  having  advanced,  we  have  retro- 
landed  in  political  intelligence,  and  in  a  just  understand- 
ing of  (be  principles  of  free  government? 

What  were  the  doctrines  of  that  day — the  doctrines  to 
which  the  alien  and  sedil  ton  laws,  and  other  kindred  meas- 
ures, owed  their  origin?  He  would  refer  the  gentlemen 
to  them,  and  the  speeches  by  which  (hey  were  attempt- 
ed to  be  maintained.  I'lie  speeches  we  have  beard  are 
of  the  same  character,  maintiuning  the  same  principles 
and  breathing  the  same  spirit)  but  it  will  be  no  disparage- 
ment to  any  one  who  has  taken  part  in  this  debate  to  say, 
that  (he  heresies  of  that  day  have  not  been  defended 
with  more  spirit  or  ability  now  than  they  were  then. 
Then  their  advocates  were  able,  experienced,  talentetl, 
distinguished,  and  illustrious  men  i  one  of  them  bearing  an 
intimate  relati<»i  to  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  'lifiey 

fiut  forth  their  whole  strength,  and  staked  their  all,  po* 
itically->the  ascendency  m  their  party  and  their  indi- 
vidual prospects — on  the  support  of  the  same  doctrines 
we  have  heard  mentioned  on  these  occasions.  But  they 
failed,  and  the  cause  of  democracy  triumphed. 

And  what  were  those  doclrinces?  They  were,  that 
the  people  could  not  be  trusted^  that  they  were  their 
own  worst  ensmiesi  that  all  the  disorders,  real  or  imagi- 
nary, that  prevailed,  were  attributable  to  a  wild  spirit  of 
democracy — to  popular  phrensy.  An  honest  but  fear- 
less expreswon  of  opinion,  concerning  men  and  measureF, 
was  denounced  as  a  spirit  of  insubordination,  disorgani- 
zation, and  rank  jacobinism.  A  distinguislied  leader  of 
that  party,  now  no  mnre,  belonging  to  a  neighboring 
State  tu  his  own,  a  gifted  son  of  genius,  a  brilliant  star  in 
the  consiellatiun  of  that  day,  whose  impassioned,  fervid, 
and  glowing  eloquence  has  never  been  surpassed  in  the 
halls  of  Congress,  declared  what  were  the  evils  and  the 
remedy.  1  allude,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  to  Fisher  Ames.  He 
declared  that  the  disease  which  threatened  general  and 
universal  ruin  to  our  institutions  and  our  future  pro^ 
pects  was  rooted  deepi  that  it  had  found  its  way  into 
the  very  hearts  of  the  people.  This  disease  was  de- 
mocracy^  it  was  the  will  and  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple. **  it  was  not  that  the  skin  was  bliblered,  but  (heir 
very  bones  were  carious."  Yes,  the  people  were  cor- 
rupt, even  to  thtir  bones.  In  his  fertile  and  vivid  imagi- 
nation, he  conjured  up  and  predicted  greater  evils  for 
hia  country,  which  were  to  fiow  from  tliis  wild  spirit  of 
democracy,  than  have  been  portrayed  on  the  present 
occasion.  His  country  was  to  be  visited  with  all  the  hor- 
rors of  Ihe  French  revoluttunt  anarchy,  confusion  and 
bloodshed,  were  to  desolate  the  bmdt  and,  in  the  federal 
visions  of  that  day,  the  ghosts  of  Robespierre,  Danton, 
and  Marat,  were  seen  flitting  through  dur  atmosphere. 
The  disease  of  that  period  wu  demoerscyt  the  people 
were  said  to  be  rising  up  to  overthrow  the  Qovernment, 
and  destroy  those  noble  institutions  which  they  themselves 
had  established.  And  it  was  the  aim  of  those  in  autliori- 
ty  to  pot  down  that  pWi^.^J'^i^gd^'^  by 
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strong  »rm  of  power,  ami  to  maintain  their  authority,  not 
through  the  public  wilt,  and  as  an  emanation  from  it,  but 
in  opposition  to  it — in  defiance  of  it.  It  was  for  this 
purpose  that  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  were  passed. 
And  why  is  it  (said  Hr.  N.)  that  theae  laws,  and  particu- 
larly the  latter,  have  become  a  stench  in  the  nostrils  of 
the  people;  that  for  nearly  forty  years  they  have  borne 
the  stamp  of  univerul  reprobation  upon  (lieir  face — the 
deep  and  indelible  stamp  of  infamy,  which  will  go  down 
to  tlie  latest  poaterity,  or  as  long  as  there  is  a  single 
spark  of  liberty  in  the  hearts  of  the  American  people?  I) 
the  execration  in  which  those  laws  are  held  to  be  charged 
to  their  bcinp  unconitituiional?  Far  from  it.  Abrge 
portion  of  the  legislation  of  Congress  has  been  chaived 
with  being  in  violation  of  the  constitution  i  and  the  alien 
and  sedition  acts  were  declared  to  be  constitutional,  not 
only  by  Congress,  but  by  the  Executive  and  Judiciary. 
Nat  the  infamy  which  bus  attached  -to  those  obnoiioua 
acts  did  not  proceed  from  th*ir  being  unconstilultonal, 
wliether  they  aife  so  or  not.  The  people  do  not  form 
opinions  so  unreasonably  or  unjustly.  We  must  look  for 
the  cause  of  opprobrium  to  a  difTerent  source — the  true 
character  and  design  or  those  laws.  They  were  regard- 
ed  as  a  premeditated  and  high-handed  attack  upon  popii- 
tar  power;  a  deadly  blow  at  the  sovereignty  of  the  peo- 
ple; a  bold  and  daring  attempt  to  overthrow  the  public 
will,  to  put  down  the  popular  opinion,  and  to  rule  the 
country  regardless  of  it.  They  were  considered  as  an 
altempt  to  change  the  vei^  element  of  the  Government, 
which  is  founded  on  public  opinion,  and  conrert  it  into 
a  Government  of  force. 

3ut  that  great  scheme  failed;  and  are  its  exploded, 
reprobated  doctrines  now  to  be  revived.'  Are  we  now 
to  be  told  that  there  is  no  political  power  remaining  in 
the  people?  that,  having  eatablistied  and  piit  in  opera- 
tion Governments,  they  have  parted  with  all  political 
power  whateverj  that  they  cannot  revise  or  new-model 
this  form  of  government  they  have  themselves  establish- 
e<l,  unless  in  pursuance  of  a  provision  in  the  constitution, 
or  in  accordance  with  a  law  of  the  Legislature?  This  is 
maintaining  that  sovereignty  resides  in  the  constituted  au- 
thorities, and  not  in  the  people  at  large;  it  is  raising  the 
creature  ahove  his  creator,  the  sgent  above  the  princi- 
pal. It  is  exalting  the  Legislature  above,  atid  making 
It  independent  of,  the  constituent  body. 

The  constitutions  of  most  of  the  States  contain  some 
provision  for  altering  or  amending  themt  some  through 
the  agency  of  ■  convention,  and  some  otherwise.  But 
such  constitutional  provision  is  not  inconsistent  with  and 
cannot  tuke  sway  the  right  and  power  of  the  people, 
acting  in  their  primarily  original  capacity,  to  change 
their  system  of  goremment.  This  is  a  right  which  they 
have  not  delegated,  and  which,  of  course,  must  abide 
with  the  people  at  large.  Cunventiont  trf"  the  people 
may  be  called,  and  often  are,  in  pursuance  of  a  law  of 
the  Legislature;  yet  this  is  a  mere  matter  of  convenience. 
But  does  the  law  confer  on  them  their  power?  That  is 
the  question.  If  it  does,  then  a  Legislature  can  grant 
to  another  body  grrater  power  than  it  possesses  itself; 
even  the  power  to  change  or  destroy  those  very  forms 
under  which  it  exists;  a  power  to  destroy  the  Legisla- 
ture itself.  This  is  prepos'erous,«nd  shows  the  absurdity 
of  the  principle  contended  for.  If  a  convention  does  not 
derive  its  power  from  the  Legislature,  from  whence  can 
it  derive  it,  except  from  the  people?  What  if  a  ctHiven- 
tion?  Ib  it  not  a  body  representing  the  people  in  their 
primary,  elementary  capacity,  and  wholly  independent 
of  the  Legislature  and  constituted  authorities^  If  this  is 
not  a  true  idea  of  a  convention  of  the  people,  he  should 
like  to  be  informed  what  a  convention  is.  The  Senstor 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  PasffroH]  asks,  who  and  what 
are  the  people?  He  was  surprised  at  such  an  inquiry 
from  any  quarter,  and  still  more  that  it  sbouM  come  from 


one  who  has  had  so  much  to  do  wUh  conveDt»ofi%  aad 
attempts  to  call  forth  the  latent  energies  of  State  i^lrti 
and  popular  power.  He  did  not  understand  the  Sean- 
tor's  answer  to  bk  own  question,  further  than  hie  deeh 
ration  that  he  himself  [Mr.  P.]  was  one  of  the  people. 
The  inquiry,  however,  was,  he  thought,  easily  answered. 
The  people,  in  one  sense,  are  the  whole  populatron  of  a 
State;  but  in  a  political  sense,  the  people  were  that  por- 
tion of  the  populaUon  which  posaetsed  the  political  pov- 
er  in  a  State:  it  did  not  mean  women  nor  chtldrei^  bttt 
the  whole  body  of  citizens  with  wham  the  pofilical  poif' 
er  of  a  State  revded. 

He  believed  this  to  be  the  true  theory  of  our  Goveru- 
ment;  and  he  deemed  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
first  principles  should  not  be  perverted,  fe  there  any 
danger  from  this  theory,  which  recc^nises  the  sorere^a 
power  as  abiding  in  the  people  at  large'  On  this  p6fBt 
our  judgment  was  not  left  without  a  guide,  or  forced  tt 
rest  on  arguments  only.  The  State  Govemnkcnla  iiaJ 
been  in  operation  sixty  years,  and  the  Federal  Unioa 
nearly  half  a  century,  which  had  shed  a  flood  (rfTight  <■ 
the  principles  and  tendencies  of  free  inititutiona.  Are 
we  to  ahut  our  eyes  against  their  influence,  and  atSI 
grope  our  way  in  the  dark?  Is  the  questton  settled,  or 
is  it  yet  in  controversy,  whether  the  people  are  safe  de- 
positories of  power?  On  this  question  be  would  appeal 
to  the  experience  of  tlw  last  fifty  years,  la  the  danger 
on  the  side  of  the  people,  or  on  the  side  of  their  political 
agents?  Is  power  more  dangerous  with  (he  msurfjr,  or  ia 
Uie  hands  of  the  few?  He  would  appeal  to  the  histtory 
of  the  country  the  last  half  century  to  settle  these  qoe*- 
tions.  Are  we  to  heed  every  false  cry  of  alarm-'  Owe 
says,  Lo!  here  is.danger!  Another  says,  Lo!  there  tsdaa- 
ger!  But  what  says  experience?  He  who  ^ves  a 
wrong  direction  to  the  public  mind,  in  re^rd  to  the 
source  from  whence  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  does 
a  real  ii\jury  (o  the  cause  tif  freedom.  From  whence 
have  come  the  evils  which  have  ensted,  and  (he  dangers 
that  have  threatened  us?  Have  they  spning^  from  tbe 
people,  or  from  the  abuw  of  the  power  and  confidence 
intrusted  to  their  agents,  the  constituted  authonties, 
which  we  have  just  been  told  were  the  only  safe  deposi- 
tories of  power?  Sir,  said  Mr.  N.,  there  hare  been  pe- 
riods of  danger  to  our  institutions,  if  not  to  the  liberties 
of  the  country — periods  of  doubt,  darkneso,  and  gloont 
when  clouds  springing  up  in  the  East,  which  spread  ua- 
til  their  length  and  breadth  darkened  our  whole  horizon, 
and  charged  with  gathering  and  fearful  tliumlerbolts^ 
which  threatened  to  burst  upon  our  country  with  deso- 
lating fury.  We  have  heard  much  in  this  debate  of  con- 
ventions of  (he  people,  of  the  Baltimore  convention,  of 
caucuses,  and  of  the  dan|er  of  these  popular  moretnents; 
but  we  have  heard  nothing  of  convention!  not  oH^na- 
ting  with  the  people;  we  have  heard  nothing  of  the  Hart- 
ford convention.  Sir,  whatever  may  have  been  the  guih 
or  the  danger  of  that  convention,  and  he  believed  them 
was  much  of  both,  it  did  not  spring  from  the  people,  but 
from  the  Legislatures,  the  constituted  authoritt^  those 
only  safe  depositories  of  power,  of  four  or  five  States  of 
this  Union,  where  the  people  are  ^stinguished  fot  their 
sober,  moral,  and  religious  character.  Shall  we  be  told 
that  the  people  approved  and  encoar^d  these  .pro- 
ceedings? This,  he  knew,  had  been  asid;  but  the  whole 
truth  should  be  told.  So  far  as  the  people  did  partici- 
pate, they  were  stimulated  and  goaded  on  by  their  lead- 
ers, who  composed  the  constituted  authorities.  Their 
passions  were  inflamed,  their  fears  aroused,  Uieir  cu- 
pidity stimulated,  their  prejtidicet  appealed  to,  and 
every  art  and  artifice  resorted  to,  aided  by  a  formidable 
array  of  talents,  wealth,  and  oflRcial  station,  to  deceive, 
mislead,  and  hurry  along  the  people  into  their  violeBt 
and  factious  measures.  The  pem>^  were  not  to  Mamej 
the  guilt,  be  it  more  jj^st,^^3C|^h«td.  of 
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ihoM  who  decMTcd  ««!  betrayed  tbem.  Sir,  it  wu  tb« 
people*  a  ntinarity  of  the  people,  who.  more  than  an/- 
Qtber  cauv,  arrested  theae  rash  and  dangeroua  tneasureit 
noderated  tbeir  violence,  and  checked  their  excesses. 
Uorinp  that  dark  and  gloomy  period  of  the  late  war,  that 
bold  and  honest  minority  (despised,  insulted,  and  abu- 
sed as  it  vas]  breasted  the  storm  or  Taction  at  home,  ral- 
lied  around  your  Guvernment  here,  atKl  strengthened 
the  arm  of  power,  when  weakened  by  wide>«pread  dis- 
affection and  frightful  disseDMon*.  He  was  proud  to  lay 
thai  be  was  one  of  that  minority. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  N.,)  at  a  more  recent  period  tliere  have 
been  clooda  in  another  quarter,  which  have  tuwered 
o¥er  u»,  portending  evil  to  the  republic.  There  have 
bees  disorders  and  convenlious  at  the  South  t  conven- 
tMMW  ori^nating  from  the  State  authorities,  those  safe 
dwoMtones  of  power,  (le  might  speak  of  the  character 
and  tbnf^r  of  those  proceedings,  hut  he  forbore.  I'he 
bare  aHusioo  to  them  answered  bis  purpose.  He  could 
sp^ak  with  more  freedom  of  transactions  in  his  own  sec- 
tion of  the  Uiiion> 

The  doctrine  which  he  was  combating  was  at  war 
with  the  great  principles  of  the  glorious  American  Rcvo> 
hitkmi  and,  if  true,  tliese  States  ought  still  to  be  colonies, 
■ad  aUof  nasubjecU  of  Great  Bntaia.  lie  knew  that 
WM  regarded  as  a  rcTolutionary  morement*  but  it  was  a 
revolution  foanded  on  the  great  principle  of  the  right  of 
tbe  people  to  "  throw  oflT  the  forma  to  flrhich  they  had 
been  sccudtomed,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their 
security" — the  right  to  change  or  abolish  their  Govern- 
ment, and  institute  one  more  in  confonnily  to  their 
present  wants.  What  is  tu  be  feared  frum  the  people? 
Wbat  motives  have  tbe^  to  abuse  the  sovereign  power? 
The  dancer  to  our  institutions  and  liberties  is  nut  from 
tbe  people,  but  from  their  agenl^  the  conitituted  au- 
tborities,  where  alone  it  is  said  the  sovereign  power  can 
safely  be  reposed.  The  danger  is  here,  in  tbeie  ball^ 
aad  ID  tbe  halls  of  the  State  Lcfpslaturts. 

In  regard  to  tbe  particular  question  before  the  Senate, 
be  had  but  a  word  to  say.  If  there  has  been  any  thing:  wrong 
or  dangerous  on  tbe  part  of  ^e  people  uf  Michigan,  the 
^nag  orifcioated  here,  and  the  blame  is  justly  chargea- 
Ue.apon  Congress.   WItat  they  have  dotie  has  been  in 
pmoance  of  our  own  law.    The  act  of  last  session,  pto- 
'Nfin^  for  the  admisiiun  of  Michigan  into  the  Union, 
prescribes  a  condition,  which  was,  that  the  boundaries 
ve  bad  given  to  the  Slate  should  be  assented  to  by  the 
people  of  Michigan,  through  a  convention  of  delegates 
to  b«  cbosea  for  that  purpose.   It  is  true  the  word 
"Stati:'*  is  used,  but  that  was  only  descriptive,  for 
Uicbigan  was  not  tfien  a  State,  in  tbe  ordinaiy  sense  of 
(be  term*  although  she  was  a  State  for  certain  purposes. 
Tlie  assent  was  to  come  from  the  people,  and  through  a 
Convention  of  delegates,  to  be  chosen  by  tliem  for  that 
purpese.    The  act  required  to  be  done  was  altogether 
a  popular  act*  it  was  to  be  an  act  of  the  people  in  their 
priaaary.  ori^nal,  elementary  capanty,  without  any  rcf- 
erenec  <o  an^  action  on  tbe  part  of  the  existing  authori' 
lies  ol  Michigan.    Had  the  assent  been  given  by  the 
first  eoMwention  called  by  the  Legislature,  be  concurred 
with  tbe  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  BuciiAVAir,] 
ia  tbe  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  valid,  and  a  com- 
pliance with  your  law.    The  interference  of  tbe  Legis- 
lature did  not  flange  the  character  of  the  convention; 
it  was  a  convention  of  the  people,  and  its  assent  would 
hive  been  the  aiient  of  tbe  people.  Bui  tbe  intcrferenee 
of  the  Legislature  was  a  mere  nsatter  of  convenience  or 
fornt  it  dul  not  alter  the  substance  of  the  proceeding, 
for  the  coorention  could  derive  none  of  its  powers  from 
tbe  Legistaturet  ihry  came  from  the  people,  as  (he 
fountain  and  source  of  all  political  power.    Tour  law 
bad  referred  tbe  question  to  themt  and  whether  (hey 
hcU  a  convention  according  to  a  nUe  prese^ed  by  tbe 
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Legislature,  or  in  some  other  mode,  is  of  no  imporunce. 
In  either  case,  tbe  question,  and  be  thought  the  only 
question,  is,  liave  the  people  of  Michigan  given  their 
assent?  This  is  a  mere  question  of  fact.  Was  tbe  con- 
vention of  Ann  Arbor  a  convention  of  the  people  of 
Michigan,  and  authorized  to  express  their  assent  to  the 
boundary?  Of  this  he  could  see  no  reason  to  doubt;  we 
have  at  least  prima  fade  evidence  that  it  wast  there  is, 
indeed,  much  stronger  evidence  of  the  fact.  The  cir- 
eumstance  that  there  is  no  opposition,  no  remonstrance, 
from  any  portion  of  tbe  population  of  Michigan,  wa^  to 
his  mind,  the  strongest  evidence  that  the  second  con- 
vention did  emanate  from,  and  truly  represent,  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan,  and  had  rightfully  and  properly  given 
their  assent  tu  the  boundary,  as  required  by  (he  act  of 
Congress.  He  would  apologize  for  having  detained  the 
Senate  much  longer  than  he  mtendcd,  and  thanked  them 
for  their  attention. 

Mr.  C&ITTENUBN  said  that  this  was  tbe  only  bill  he 
had  seen  in  that  Senate,  during  his  term  of  service, 
which  had  a  preamble  attached  to  it.  |t  was  his  opin- 
ion that  it  »as  wholly  unnecessary.  However,  it  was 
deemed  necessary  by  some  gentlemen,  for  the  sake  of 
some  argument  or  elucidation,  to  insert  the  preamble; 
but  why,  or  wherefore,  he  did  not  apprehend.  Did  this 
preamble,  he  asked,  vary  and  alter  the  eonafniction  of 
the  law?  Was  it  not  the  same  with  or  without  it*  Had 
he  been  present  when  the  bill  was  reported,  he  would 
have  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  preamble,  because  it 
did  no(  tell  the  truth,  and  the  whole  truth.  It  bore  upon 
its  face  what  tbe  lawyers  called  a  mppresaio  veri.  Now, 
if  the  Senate  were  right  in  supposing  that  the  conven- 
tion of  December  last  was  a  legitimate  and  constitutional 
assembly,  and  that  ill  proceeding  were  valid  and  bind- 
ing,  did  tbe  striking  out  or  retaining  of  the  preamble 
affect  the  deliberations  uf  the  convention,  one  way  or 
tbe  other?  He  thought  not.  Michigan  bad  precluded 
hcraetf  from  no  right  by  it,  and  a  right  would  be  binding; 
upon  her,  whether  the  preamble  should  be  retained  or 
not.  Was  not  that  very  clear?  Then,  why  retain  it? 
Gentlemen  had  much  better  lay  it  asitle,  and,  by  making 
no  allusion  to  it,  they  would  avoid  all  the  quesdons  upon 
which  they  had  been  so  long  debating.  If  (here  was  to 
be  a  preamble  at  all,  it  was  proper,  as  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  MonniB].had  said,  that  it  should  contain  a 
tme  and  complete  history  of  the  whole  proceeding.  Ho 
(Mr.  C.)  would  vote  for  the  preamble,  provided  all  the 
facts  were  introduced;  or,  if  the  question  should  be 
nude,  he  would  vote  for  striking  it  out.  He  thought 
that  all  parties  might  consistently  do  that.  He  expressed 
his  anxiety  for  the  speedy  adnusMon  of  Michigan  mto  the 
Union,  and  said  that  he  was  then  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  bill,  and  trusted  that  gentlemen  would  concur  with 
him  in  opinion,  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  tbe  inser- 
tion  of  a  preamble. 

Mr.  FULTON  said:  Mr.  President,  it  is  not  without 
reluctance  that  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  at 
this  late  hour.  After  the  full  and  able  discussion  to 
which  I  have  been  an  attentive  listener,  and  from  which 
I  have  derived  so  much  instruction,  1  feel  incapable  of 
shedding  any  new  light  upon  the  subject.  But  before 
the  vote  is  taken  upon  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  to  the  preamble  to  the  bill 
upon  your  table,  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  tbe 
grounds  upon  which  I  am  compelled  to  vote  for  the  bill, 
with  the  preamble  proposed  by  the  honorable  chairman 
of  tbe  Judidary  Committee. 

I  owe  my  thanks,  sir,  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  for  bringing  us  back  to  the  subject  under 
discussion;  and  as  1  shall  confine  myself  strictly  to  the 
points  involved  in  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill  upon  the 
table,  I  desire  not  to  occupy  much  of  the  lime  of  the 
Senate,  Wtaeo  iu  patieocci  mtut  be  ^^^ft^|y^'^i^cd> 
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in  presenling  the  grounds  which  shBil  determine  my 
vote  upon  the  queition.    Mjr  reiion,  air,  for  preferring 
the  original  preamble  to  the  bill  is*  because  I  consider 
that  in  this  matter  the  United  States  stand  in  the  attitude 
of  a  mediator  between  the  lovereij^n  State  of  Michigan 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Il- 
linois, on  the  oiher.  I  believe,  sir,  that  the  intervention 
of  Congress  at  the  last  session,  whether  rightful  or  other- 
vise*  has  been  the  meant  of  bringing  to  a  happy  termi- 
nation a  most  alarming  and  difficult  dispute  on  the  sub- 
ject of  boundary  between  sovereign  States,  and  which  it 
u  now  our  duty  to  maintain,  by  all  the  means  in  our 
power,    ir,  sir,  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Ohio  shall  prevail,  it  will,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  produce  a  doubt  as  to  the  binding  force  of  the 
act  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  in  which  she  has  given  her 
consent  to  the  settlement  of  the  boundary,  a»  proposed  to 
her  by  Congress.    Believing,  sir,  that  the  sovereign 
power  Is  in  the  people  of  Michigan,  I  hold  tbem  to  be 
capable  of  making  an  entire  new  constitutiont  and  to  be 
able  to  do  so  without  following  the  plan  pointed  out  in 
her  present  constitution  for  amending  that  instrument. 
If  the  peopleof  any  State  in  this  Union  haveadoptedacon- 
•titution,  by  which  they  afterwards  find  they  are  griev- 
ously oppressed,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to 
annul  it,  in  a  peaceable  manner  if  possible,  and  to  adopt 
auch  a  form  of  government  as  they  may  approve  of.  No 
people  are  free,  no  Government  is  democratic,  when  the 
great  body  of  such  people  are  forced  to  submit  to  be  op- 
pressed.   But,  sir,  even  admitting  that  such  a  change 
of  Government  as  1  hare  mentioned  be  considered  rev- 
olutionary, yet  is  it  not  susceptible  of  being  sanctioned 
and  adopted  by  the  sovereign  power  of  tlie  State,  and  all 
the  validity  given  to  it,  as  if  it  were  lawfiU  in  its  origin  f 
But,  sir,  1  consider  that  the  settlement  of  this  bound- 
ary question  has  not  changed  the  constitution  of  Michi. 
gan.    It  is  true  that  the  territory  within  which  that  con* 
Btitution  is  to  operate,  na  also  the  people  to  be  governed 
by  it,  are  somewhat  changed;  but  the  form  of  the  Gov- 
ernment itself  is  not  altered  in  any  respect  whatever. 
1  believe,  sir,  that  it  Is  in  the  power  of  a  State  to  settle 
a  question  of  boundary  by  commissioners,  or  in  any  other 
manner  which  she  may  authorize;  and  that,  in  the  pres- 
ent instance,  the  people  of  Michigan  have  acted  upon 
the  question  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  and  have  sol- 
emnly determined,  by  their  delegates  in  convention,  to 
surrender  a  disputed  portion  of  her  territory  upon  their 
southern  border  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  llli- 
noist  and  have  acquired  a  tract  of  country  upon  their 
northern  border,  over  which  the  constitution  of  Michi- 
gan ia  now  operating  in  full  force;  and  that  the  country 
and  the  people  included  within  the  limits  established  by 
the  last  convention  now  constitute  the  State  of  Michigan. 
1  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive  the  object  aimed  at,  in  wishing 
to  ^ive  importance  to  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
which  refused  to  act  upon  the  boundary  question.  Its 
being  convened  by  the  majority  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people  cannot  make  it  a  more  valid  convention 
than  the  one  convened  by  the  authority  of  the  people 
Ibemselves.    And,  certainly,  the  last  act  of  the  people  is 
the  one  which  we  ought  to  regard  as  most  obligatory 
upon  them  at  this  time.    I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  difficul- 
ties which  existed.    This  boundary  question  had  well 
nigh  involved  the  contending  parties  in  civil  war.  The 
Federal  Government  had  interposed,  and  had  endeavor- 
ed, by  all  the  means  in  her  power,  to  prevent  bloodied. 
She,  perhaps,  even  claimed  more  power  than  she  pos- 
sessed, if  she  attempted  to  6x  the  boundaries  of  either  a 
State  or  Territory,  if  such  boundary  had  been  previous- 
ly established.    She,  however,  was  performing  the  part 
nf  a  peacemaker,  and  in  that  sacred  character  we  should 
regard  her  acts  with  the  utmost  liberality.    1  am,  there- 
fore, prepkMd  to  give  to  the  act  of  the  hut  mssIod  of 


Congress  all  the  force  It  is  possible  to  give  it.  Under 
existing  circumstances,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that: 
the  people  of  Michigan  at  6rst  refused  to  yield  their' 
consent.  Excited  as  they  were,  and  unwilling  to  give 
up  a  portion  of  territory  they  were  anxious  to  hold,  their 
consent  to  the  change  was  difficult  to  obtain.  After 
cool  and  mature  deliberation,  they  did  at  last  give  their, 
consent  to  the  establishment  of  the  boundary  as  it  had 
been  proposed  to  tbem.  And,  sir,  can  it  now  be  qua- 
tinned  that  the  people  of  Michigan  consider  themarivfa 
bound  by  the  act  of  the  last  convention  which  fixed  their 
boundaries?  Do  we  hear  a  murmur  from  any  quaHer' 
Have  any  portion  of  the  people,  however  small,  prote«- 


aa  I  am  informed. 

Now,  sir,  believing,  as  I  do.  that  Michigan  waa  a  sover- 
eign State  from  the  moment  that  Congress  acknowledged 
her  as  such,  and  that  she  has  been  induced  for  the  sake 
of  peace,  and  also  to  obtain  ber  height  in  the  councib 
of  the  nation,  to  consent  to  the  establishment  of  Ibe 
limits  by  which  an  unfortunate  dispute  is  forerer  put  to 
rest  between  her  and  three  of  her  water  Statea,  I  am 
anxiojs  that  every  thing  shall  be  done  on  our  part  to  se- 
cure the  maintenance  of  the  boundaries  so  estabKabed, 
and  to  quiet  forever  this  distracting  question.  I  wish 
to  hold  Michigan  on  the  terms  she  has  consented  tf>,  and 
to  bind  her  to  the  observsnce  of  her  limits,  as  eatahlished 
by  the  convention  held  at  Ann  Arbor.  I  am,  therefore, 
extremely  anxious  that  in  the  present  action  of  Congress 
upon  this  subject  we  should  show  to  the  State  of  VMA*. 
gan,  (for,  sir,  1  consider  her  in  all  respects  an  indepeod-i 
ent  State,  and  capable  of  performing  every  act  ofstivcr-i 
eignty  which  tbe  other  States  of  this  Union  are  capabld 
of,)  that  we  intend  to  hold  her  to  the  boundary  she  baa 
now  established.  Michigan  has  fixed  her  boundaries  sa 
an  independent  Slate,  and  it  therefore  becomea  our  duty 
so  to  act  in  pissing  the  bill  to  entitle  her  representatives  to 
take  their  seals  in  Congress,  aa  to  prove  to  her  that  we 
consider  her  bound  to  adhere  to  the  boundaries  ahe  has 
established.  With  these  Tieva,  I  shltl  support  the  pre- 
amble attached  to  the  bill  presented  by  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  question  of  boundary  was  one  which  properly  be- 
longed to  the  States  and  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  (if 
her  boundaries  had  been  permanently  fixed,)  who  were 
interested  in  the  qnestion.  But  as  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  Michigan  had  not  been  established,  Congreaa  had 
the  right  to  define  her  boundaries  at  any  time  before  ber 
independence  was  acknowledged.  Alter  that  a^oowl- 
edgment  this  right  would  have  ceased  but  for  the  con- 
dition preacribed  in  the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Cod- 
gress;  and,  sir,  the  wisdom  of  that  act  il  now  fully  proved: 
by  the  happy  consequences  which  are  ^out  to  reaott 
from  It. 

I  entertain  some  view^  Mr.  President,  in  relation  to  the 
admis^on  of  States  Into  the  Union,  which  perhaps  are  dif^ 
ferent  from  those  of  others.  Tbe  territory  of  the  United 
States  comprehends  all  that  portion  of  country  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  al)  (he  inhabi- 
tants within  those  boundaries  are  American  citizens,  and 
cit'zens  of  tbe  Union.  Whenever  a  portion  of  thb  terri- 
tory, with  the  people  inhabiting  it,  are  organized  into 
a  territorial  form  of  government,  a  dependent  State  ia 
created  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  These 
citizens  lose  none  of  their  rights  as  American  eitixens, 
excepting  that  they  consent,  by  submitting  to  be  citizens 
of  a  dependent  State,  to  a  temporary  denial  of  certain 
privileges  which  they  would  have  a  right  to  exercise  if 
they  were  citizens  of  an  independent  State.  They  are 
fiirmed  into  a  separate  community!  their  limits  are,  ot 
oug^t  to  bei  dcfia«d,  aiidjlhe^^^j>^^|^tiea  vitbiB 
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IbcHe  limiu  u  surrendered  to  tbemi  they  «re  veated  with 
legu]*live  power,  and.  by  drgrees,  are  invested  with  all 
the  powera  or  seir-governtnent.  A  compact  ii  thus  enter- 
ed into  between  the  parent  GoTernment  and  the  depea- 
dency,  by  which  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  citizens 
of  the  latter  become  to  completely  vested,  that  any  act 
on  the  part  of  the .pareot  Government,  chanring  the  lim- 
itt  or  abridging  tbOK  rights,  powers,  and  privileges, 
secured  to  them  by  the  compact,  or  organic  law.  would 
be  such  an  act  of  injustice  as  would  juBlify  resistance  on 
the  psrt  of  the  dependency.  Thia  embryo  Slate,  sir, 
the  moment  the  parent  GovernDoent  releases  her  Frnm 
Ihe  obligations  imposed  by  the  organic  law,  and  autho- 
rizes  her  to  form  for  herself  her  fundamental  law.  and 
csublirii  ber  own  form  of  government,  becomes  an  in- 
dependent SUte;  and  being  within  Ihe  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted State*,  and  her  citizens  being  American  citizens,  she 
becomes  also  a  member  of  ibe  confederacy.  The  Uni- 
ted Stales  have  only  to  see  that  her  form  of  government 
is  republican,  and  the  State,  in  making  her  constitution, 
forma  it  as  a  member  of  the  confederacy,  und^r  the 
obligations  imposed  by  the  constimiion  of  the  United 
States. 

To  admit  a  foreign  State,  Congress  could  not  act 
upon  the  subject  unless  she  presented  herself  with  a  re- 
IMibttcan  fixrm  of  governmentt  but  of  what  avail  is  it  for 
Congress  to  examine  the  constitution  of  a  State  compo- 
sed of  Ajneriean  citizens,  who  owe  allegiance  to  the 
Federal  Government,  and  who  are  bound,  in  forming 
Ihei'r  conctilulion.  to  make  it  in  strict  conformity  to  the 
requirratenia  of  the  federal  constitution?   A  SUte,  in 
making  or  altering  her  constitution,  does  so  at  her  peril; 
and  our  only  security  against  a  violation  of  the  conslitu- 
tioa  in  thu  particolar  by  any  of  the  States  of  Ibis  con- 
fedemey  i^  that  the  Uitited  Stales  are  bound  to  see  that 
the  constitutions  of  all  the  States  are  republican. 

I  consider,  Mr.  President,  that  the  delay  which  has  ta- 
ken place,  in  Ihe  acknowledgment  by  Congress  of  the 
rights  of  Michigan,  is  in  act  of  great  injustice  lo  her. 
1  consider,  sir,  that  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  ac- 
ksowledge  ber  rights,  and  that  every  moment  this  is  de. 
layed  we  are  threatening  the  integrity  of  the  Union, 
ir  ve  reject  her  now,  or  longer  refuse  lo  her  Senators 
and  Representative  (heir  right  to  Iheir  seats  in  Ihe  two 
branches  of  Congress,  we  will  be  guilty  of  an  act  calcu. 
bted  to  bring  about  a  dismemberment  of  this  happy 
Union.  We  have  surrendered  to  ber  the  right  of  domain, 
and  the  sovereignty  of  the  soil  w'rtliin  her  limits;  and  if 
we  continue  to  persist  in  an  attempt  to  bind  her  by  laws 
wbieh  she  has  no  part  in  making,  she  will  be  justified  in 
setting  herself  up  as  an  independent  foreign  Power;  and 
in  claiming  the  right  of  property  to  all  the  public  lands 
within  her  timils^and  in  throwing  open  her  ports  to  all 
the  world.  This,  sir,  is  the  dilemma  in  which  we  will 
place  ourselves,  by  refusing  to  acknowledge  the  rights 
of  Michigan.  Let  us,  then,  hasten  the  final  action  upon 
this  wbject,  and  pass^  without  further  delay,  the  bill 
vpoo  your  table. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Mobris's  amend- 
ment to  Ihe  preamble  of  (he  bill,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  Yeas  18|  nays  33. 

Teas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Critten- 
den* Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Huore,  Hor- 
ria^  Prentiss  Preston,  Robbint,  Sevier,  Southard,  Swift, 
Wbite—lS. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dann,  Ful- 
tiMi,  Grundy,  Uendricko,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
Lion,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Robinson, 
Auggles,  Strange,  Tallmvlge,  Ttplon,  Walker,  Wall, 
Wright— 23.  • 

So  the  amendment  to  the  preamble  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  moved  lo  strikeout  the  preamblei 
which  OMtion  was  rejcctedt  Teas  16,  nays  35— m  follows: 


TiAs— Hessra.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crttten. 
den,  Davis,  Kent,  Knight,  Moore,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Prei* 
ton.  Bobbins,  Southard,  Swirt,  White — 16. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dans,  Ful- 
ton, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn.  Nicholas, iNites,  Page,  Parker, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wall.  Wright— 25. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  strike  out  the  preamble,  and 
insert,  in  lieu  thereof^  a  section  repealing  the  condi- 
tions iinposed  on  Michigan  by  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
as  to  her  assent  to  the  boundary  prescribed  in  that  act. 

On  submilting  this  motion,  Mr.  C\LHOUN  moved 
that  the  Senate  adjourn,  in  order  to  allow  htm  an  oppor- 
tunity of  addressing  the  Senate  in  its  support  the  next 
day. 

This  motion  wu  tost:  Teas  13,  ns>s  34— as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bxyard,  Black,  CaUioun,  Davis,  Kent, 
King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Moore,  Parker,  Prentis^  Rob- 
bins,  Southard,  Swift— 13. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan.  Dana,  Pul- 
ton, Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Rives,  Robinson,  Kujrf^les, 
Sevier,  Strange.  Tallmadge.  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall, 
White,  Wright— 34. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Calbocr's 
amendment,  and  it  was  lost:  Teas  12,  nays  25 — as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Davis,  Kent,  Knight, 
Moore,   Morris,  Prentiss,  Robbina^  Southard,  Swift, 

White— 12. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Ful* 
ton,  Grundy,  Hendricks.  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Nilef,  Page,  Parker, 
Rives,  Robinson,  .Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton.  Walker,  Wall,  Wrrght--25. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  1'ennessee,  said  that  when  this  bill  had 
been  before  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  be  had  voted 
against  it;  but  at  that  lime  a  bill  was  pending  before  the 
other  House  to  settle  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Ohio;  and  as  Ibe  aame  line  which  constituted  tbe 
northern  boundary  of  Ohio  would  be  the  southern  bound- 
ary of  Michigan,  he  was  one  of  those  who  thought  that 
Michigan  ought  not  to  be  admitted  as  a  State  till  that 
boundary  was  settled.  While  Michigan  remained  a  Ter- 
ritory, Congress  had  power  to  settle  the  dispute,  and  as- 
sign her  limits,  but  let  her  once  be  admitted  as  a  State, 
and  Congress  would  lose  that  power.  As  it  could  not 
be  known  with  certainty  whether  tbe  bill  then  pending 
in  the  H'xise  of  Representatives  would  become  a  law  or 
not,  and  as  he  was  obliged  to  vote  in  the  meanwhile,  he 
could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  views  of  propriety  to  receive 
Michigan  while  the  boundary  question  remained  open. 

The  bill  setlltng  the  boundary,  however,  did  pass 
eventually,  into  a  law,  and  was  approved  on  the  33d  June. 
He  approved  of  that  bill,  because  he  believed  that  Con- 
gress twd  power  to  fix  the  boundary,  and  that  it  wu 
wise  to  do  it.  That  question  having  been  settled,  the 
case  now  jiresented  itself  under  a  dilTerent  aspect.  He 
had  been  opposed  to  the  preamble  of  the  present  bill, 
because,  lo  say  the  least,  he  considered  it  doubtful 
whether  the  facts  there  recited  were  really  so.  He  had 
been  in  favor  of  the  BrsI  amendment  of  tbe  preamble. 
That  having  been  rejected,  he  had  then  voted  to  strike 
the  preamble  out  of  the  bill,  but  had  failed  in  that  also. 
Having  then  recorded  bis  vote  against  the  reasons  put 
forth  by  the  majority  in  the  preamble  in  support  of  tbe 
bill,  he  was  now  called  upon  to  vote  on  the  question  of 
:1s  Gnal  passage,  and  unless  he  saw  further  reason  to 
change  his  opinion,  he  should  vo<e  in  the  afHrmative. 
He  should  receive  Michigan,  however,  not  for  the  rea- 
sons contained  in  the  preamble,  for  that  was  no  part  of 
the  law,  nor  did  he  agree  to  thw  reaaonagbut  on 
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grounds  which,  entirely  independent  or  that  preamble, 
were  such  aa  ntiified  hii  mind.    The  only  eflect  of  the 

Kreaioble  was  to  try  to  bind  the  State  of  Michigan  by 
er  own  eonsenti  but,  for  himself,  he  believed  that  Con* 
KrcH  having  seUled  tbe  boundary  line,  it  waa  vain  to  at- 
tempt to  compel  the  new  Slate  to  receive  it  against  her 
consent.  He  believed  (hat  a  majority  of  the  people,  if 
free  from  duresse,  would  never  consentto  that  bounditry; 
lie  hoped,  however,  that  the  Slate  being  once  admitted, 
the  dispute  would  end.  If,  however,  she  should  unhap- 
pily renew  the  contest,  it  seemed  a  hopelesa  case.  Yet 
tt  appeared  to  him  unjust  to  bind  a  State,  in  the  act  of 
ita  admission,  to  consent  to  that  to  which,  if  left  free, 
the  State  would  never  agree>  Having  thus  explained  the 
rcRBons  of  his  vote,  he  sliould  give  it  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  queslion  being  thereupon  taken,  the  bill  was  or. 
dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading:  Yeas  '27,  nays 
4— as  fullows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buclianan,  Dana,  FuU 
ton,  Grundy,  •llendrickx,  Hubbard,  King  nf  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Kniglit,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page, 
Parker,  Rives,  Rotinson,  Knggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wrighi—Sr. 
Nats — Mesbfs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  DaviK,  pren('SS-~4. 
The  Senate  then  luljoumed. 

TauKsDAT,  Jasuakt  5. 
ADMISSION  OP  MICHIGAN. 
The  engrossed  bill  to  admit  Michigan  into  the  Union 
having  been  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  pending 
being  upon  its  passage, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  addressed  the  Senate  in  opposition 
to  the  bill. 

1  have  (said  Mr.  C.)  been  connected  with  this  Gov- 
ernment more  thnn  half  its  existence,  in  various  capaci- 
ties, and  during  that  long  period  I  have  looked  on  its 
action  with  attention,  and  have  endeavored  to  make  my- 
self acquainted  with  the  principles  and  character  of  our 
political  institutions,  and  I  can  truly  say  that  within  that 
time  no  measure  has  received  the  sanction  of  Congress 
which  has  appeared  to  me  more  unconstitutional  and 
dangerous  than  the  present.  It  assails  our  political  sys- 
tem in  its  weakest  point,  and  where,  at  this  time,  it  mobt 
requires  defence. 

The  great  and  leadiitg  objectioiu  to  the  bill  reat  main- 
ly on  the  ground  that  Michigan  is  a  Slate.  They  have 
been  felt  by  ita  friends  to  have  s-)  much  weight,  that  its 
advocates  nave  been  compelled  to  deny  the  fact,  as  the 
only  way  of  meeting  the  objections.  Here,  then,  is  the 
main  point  at  issue  between  the  friends  and  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  bill.  It  turnsonafaci,  and  that  fact  presents 
the  question— is  Michigan  a  State? 

If  (said  Mr.  C.)  there  ever  wasa  party  committed  on 
a  fact,  if  there  ever  was  one  estopped  from  denying  it, 
that  party  is  the  present  m^ority  in  the  Senate,-  and  that 
fact,  that  Michigan  is  a  State.  It  is  the  very  party  who 
urged  through  this  body,  at  the  last  session,  a  bill  for  the 
admission  of  tbe  State  of  Michigan,  which  ac<x.>pted  her 
constitution,  and  declared  ii)  the  most  explicit  and 
strongest  terms  that  she  was  a  State.  1  will  not  take  up 
tbe  time  of  the  Senate  by  reading  this  sOlemp  declaration. 
It  has  frequently  been  read  during  this  debate,  and  is 
familiar  to  all  who  hear  mc,  and  has  not  been  questioned 
or  denied.  But  it  has  been  said  there  is  acondilion  an- 
nexed to  the  declaration,  with  which  she  must  comply, 
before  she  can  become  a  Slate.  There  is,  indeed,  a  con- 
dition, but  it  has  been  shown  by  my  colleague  and  oth- 
ers, from  the  plain  wording  of  the  act,  that  tbe  condi- 
tion is  not  attached  to  the  acceptance  of  the  constitution, 
nor  the  declaration  that  she  is  a  SUte,  but  simply  to  her 
admioaton  iglo  the  Union.  I  wilt  not  repeat  the  argu- 
ment, but,  in  order  to  pLce  th«  subject  beyond  contro- 


versy, I  shall  recull  to  memory  the  history  olthe  hitio. 
sion,  as  connected  with  the  admission  of  Michigan.  Tbe 
facts  need  but  to  be  referred  to,  in  order  to  revive  their 
recollection. 

There  were  two  points  proposed  to  be  effected  \ij  tie 
friends  of  the  bill  at  the  last  session.  The  first  vh  te 
settle  the  controversy,  as  to  boundary,  between  llidu- 
gan  and  Ohio,  and  it  was  that  object  alone  which  itapo- 
sed  the  condition  that  Michigan  should  assent  to  tbt 
boundary  prescribed  by  the  act,  as  the  coodilion  of  ber 
admission.  But  there  waa  another  object  to  beacec*- 
plished.  Two  respectable  gentlemen,  who  bad  ben 
elected  by  the  State  as  Senators,  were  then  waiting  to 
take  their  aeata  on  this  floor;  and  the  other  object  of  tbe 
bill  was  to  provide  for  their  taking  their  seats  asSesi- 
tors  on  the  admission  of  the  State;  and  for  this  purpiHe 
it  was  necessary  to  make  the  positive  and  unonditioml 
declaration  that  Michigan  was  a  State,  as  a  fjlile  otdy 
could  choose  Senators  by  an  express  provision  of  tbt 
constilutiont  and  hence  the  admissinn  was  made  condi- 
tional, and  the  declaration  that  slie  was  a  State  n 
ma<le  absolute,  in  order  to  eflPect  both  object!.  To 
show  that  I  am  correct,  I  will  ask  the  Sccretaty  to  mi 
the  third  section  of  the  bill. 

[1'hc  section  was  read  accordingly,  as  follows: 

"  Sbc.  3.  Jind  be  it  Jurlher  enacted.  That  as  i  ccm- 
pliance  with  the  fundamental  condition  of  admikiine  cei. 
taincd  in  tbe  last  preceding  section  of  this  act,  the  boin^ 
aries  of  Ibe  said  State  of  Michigan,  as  in  that  Kctiw 
described,  declared,  and  eatablluied,  shall  receive  the 
assent  of  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  b;  the  peo- 
ple of  said  State,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the  »• 
sent  herein  reqiiired;  and  as  soon  as  the  assent  bereii 
required  shall  be  given,  the  President  of  tbe  Uoitw 
States  shall  announce  Ihe  same  by  proclamatioiii  iw 
thereupon,  and  without  any  furlber  pruceedingon  1^ 
part  of  Congress,  the  admission  of  Ihe  said  State  into  the 
Onion,  as  one  of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  on  » 
equal  footing  with  tbe  original  Stales  in  all  reipicU 
wtiatever,  shall  be  considered  as  complete,  and  the  Sen- 
ators and  Representative  who  have  been  elected  bj  ih* 
said  State,  aa  its  representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  take  their  seats  ia  the 
Senate  and  House  ofltepresentatives,  respectively,  with- 
out further  delay.*'] 

Mr.  Calhodw  then  asked,  Does  not  every  Seiildv 
see  the  two  objects — the  one  to  settle  the  boundary^ 
the  other  to  admit  her  Senators  to  a  seal  in  thii  bM); 
and  that  the  section  ia  so  worded  as  to  effect  both,  in  Ik 
manner  I  have  stated?  If  this  needed  conGriwtiMi,  it 
would  Rnd  it  in  the  debate  on  the  passage  of  ibe  bid. 
when  Ihe  ground  waa  openly  taken  oy  the  p'*'"'*."*' 
jority,  that  Michigan  had  a  right  to  form  hercansMstiii^ 
under  the  ordinance  of  1787,  without  our  canseirii  >*> 
that  she  was,  of  right,  and  in  fiurt.  a  SUl^  beyoM 
control. 

1  will  (said  Mr.  C.)  explain  my  own  riewi«itt» 
point,  in  order  that  Ihe  consistency  of  my  course  at  iw 
last  and  present  session  may  be  clearly  aeen. 

My  opinion  was,  and  atill  is,  that  the  movement « 
people  of  Michigan,  in  forming  for  themselves  a  Suie 
constitution,  without  waiting  lor  the  aasent  ^^^'^'^•^ 
was  Tf volutionary,  aa  it  threw  off  the  authority  oi 
United  States  over  the  Territory;  and  that  we  "'""^ 
at  liberty  to  treat  the  proceeclings  aa  revolutionsT'  *r 
to  remand  her  to  her  territorial  condition,  or  to 
the  irregularity,  and  to  recognise  what  was 
rightfully  done,  as  our  authority  alone  was 

My  impression  was,  that  the  former  was  t'»«.P'T\ 
course;  but  I  also  thought  that  the  act  Km^ndisg  vt 
back  should  contain  our  assent  in  tbe  usual  i^anf' 
her  to  form  a  constitution,  and-thua  to  leave  her 
become  a  State.   •Bf^^SJSjfeo^gt^P''^  ^ 
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oppoMte  opinion  prevailed,  that  ihe  bad  a  perfect  right 
to  do  what  rike  haddoti^  and  that  ihe  was*  ai  I  have  ita- 
ted*  a  State,  both  in  fvct  and  right,  and  that  we  had  no  con- 
trol over  beri  and  our  act  accordingly  recogniied  her  as 
a  State,  from  the  time  she  had  adopted  her  conatitution, 
and  admitted  her  into  the  Union  on  the  condition  of  her 
aawnting  to  the  prescribed  boundsriet.  Having  thus 
soteinnly  reeogn'wd  her  as  a  State,  we  cannot  now  undo 
what  wss  then  done.  There  were,  in  fact,  many  irreg' 
ularities  in  ibe  proceedings  all  of  which  were  uiwed  in 
vain  againfit  its  passsget  but  the  presidentiat  eieclion 
was  then  pendinp;,  and  the  vote  of  Michigan  was  con- 
Mdered  of  sufficient  weight  to  overrule  all  objections, 
and  correct  all  irregularitieB.  They  were  all  accwding- 
]y  overruled,  and  we  cannot  now  gu  back. 

Such  was  the  course  and  such  the  actsof  the  msjority 
at  the  last  seuon.    A  few  short  months  have  since  pass- 
ed.   Other  objeclB  are  now  to  be  effected,  and  all  is 
forgotten  as  eoroptelely  as  if  they  had  never  existed. 
The  very  Senators  who  then  forced  the  act  through,  on 
the  ground  ttiat  Michigan  was  a  Stale,  have  wheeled 
cnmpktcly  round,  to  serve  the  present  purpose,  and 
taken  directly  the  opposite  grinind!    We  live  in  strange 
and  incoosiatcnt  times.    Opinions  are  taken  up  and  laid 
down,  u  suits  Ihe  occasion,  without  hesitation,  or  the 
sTightcu  regard  to  principles  or  consistency.    It  indt- 
eatea  an  unsonud  state  of  the  public  mind,  pregnant  with 
Alore  dtosiera. 

f  turn  to  the  position  now  assumed  by  Ibe  mi^rity,  to 
fluil  the  present  occasion;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  it  will  be 
found  IS  false  in  fact,  and  as  erroneous  in  principle,  as 
it  ii  inconsistent  with  that  maintained  at  the  last  session. 
They  now  take  ibe  ground  that  Michigan  is  not  a  State, 
and  cannot,  in  fact,  be  a  Stale,  til)  she  is  admitted  into 
Ibe  Uniont  and  thia  on  the  broad  principle  that  a  Terri- 
tory cannot  become  a  Stale  till  admitted.  Such  is  the 
position  diatiaelly  taken  by  several  of  the  friends  of  this 
oil',  and  implied  in  the  arguments  of  nearly  nil  who  have 
fpoken  in  its  favor.  In  fact,  its  advocates  had  no  choice. 
As  uotenable  as  it  is,  they  were  forced  on  this  desperate 
position.    They  bad  no  other  which  they  could  occupy. 

I  have  shown  that  it  is  directly  in  Ihe  face  of  the  law 
rftbe  last  session,  and  that  it  deniei  the  recorded  acts  of 
tboae  who  now  maintain  the  position.  I  now  go  fur- 
ther*  and  assert  that  it  Is  in  direct  opposition  to  plain 
md  nnquestionable  matter  of  fuel.  Tbere  is  no  fwci 
more  ccrtahl  than  that  Michigan  is  a  State.  She  is  in  | 
the  foil  exercise  of  sovereign  authority,  with  a  Legisla- 
ture and  a  Chief  Magistrate.  She  passes  hws]  slie  exe- 
cutes Ihemt  she  regulates  lillest,  and  even  takes  awny 
fife — all  on  her  own  authority.  Ours  has  entirely  ceas- 
ed over  heri  and  yettb«re  are  those  who  can  deny,  with 
all  these  fads  before  them,  that  she  is  a  SUte.  They 
night  M  well  deny  the  existence  of  this  hall!  We  have 
lof^  sinee  assumed  unlimited  control  over  the  conitilu- 
tion,  to  twist,  and  turn,  and  deny  it,  as  it  suited  our  pur- 
poae.  And  it  would  seem  that  we  are  presumptuously 
attempting  to  assume  like  supremacy  over  facts  them- 
•elvea^  as  if  their  existence  or  non-existrnce  depended 
on  our  vofition.  1  speak  freely.  The  occasion  de- 
mands that  the  truth  should  be  boldly  uttered. 

But  those  who  may  not  r^ard  their  own  recorded  acts, 
nor  tite  plain  faets  of  the  case,  may  possibly  feel  the 
awkward  condition  in  which  coming  events  may  shortly 
place  them.  The  admission  of  Michigan  is  not  the  only 
point  involved  in  the  passage  of  this  bill.  A  question 
will  follow,  which  may  be  presented  to  the  Senate  in  a 
very  few  days,  as  to  the  right'  of  Mr.  Norvcll  and  Mr. 
Lyon,  the  Iwo  respectable  gentlemen  who  have  been 
elected  Senators  by  Michigan,  to  take  their  seats  in  this 
hall.  The  deciaion  of  this  question  wilt  require  a  more 
sudden  facing  about  than  haa  been  yet  witnessed.  It  re- 
^lircd  seven  or  eight  months  for  the  majority  to  wheel 


about  from  the  position  maintained  at  the  last  session,  to 
that  taken  at  this,  but  there  may  not  be  allowed  ihem 
now  as  many  days  to  wheel  back  to  the  old  position. 
These  gentlemen  cannot  be  refused  their  seats  after  the 
admission  of  the  State,  by  those  gentlemen  who  passed 
the  act  of  the  last  session.  It  provides  for  Ibe  cafe.  I 
now  put  it  to  the  friends  of  this  bill,  and  I  ask  tbem  to 
weigh  the  question  deliberately— to  bring  it  home  to 
their  bosom  and  conscience  belure  they  answer — can  a 
Territory  elect  Senators  to  Congress^  The  conslitujion 
is  express.  Slates  only  ean  eboote  Seoatora.  Were 
not  these  gentlemen  chosen  long  before  the  sdmisuon  pf  * 
Michigan,  before  the  Ann  Arbor  meeting,  and  while 
Michigan  was,  according  to  the  doctrines  of  the  friends 
of  this  bill,  a  Territory?  Will  they,  in  the  face  of  the 
constitution,  which  they  are  sworn  to  support,  admit  as 
Senators  on  this  floor  those  who,  by  their  own  state- 
ment, were  elected  by  a  Territory^  1'hese  questions 
may  soon  be  presented  fordecision.  The  majority,  who 
are  forcing  this  bill  through,  are  already  committed  by 
the  act  of  the  hat  session,  and  I  leave  them  to  reconcile, 
as  they  can,  the  ground  they  now  lake  with  the  vote 
they  must  give  when  the  question  of  their  right  lo  tske 
their  seats  is  presented  for  decision. 

A  total  disregard  of  all  principle  and  consistency  has 
so  entangled  this  subject,  that  there  is  but  one  mode  left 
of  extricating  ourselves  without  trampliiv  the  constitu- 
tion in  the  dust;  and  Uiat  is,  to  return  back  to  where  we 
stood  when  the  question  was  first  presented;  to  acquiesce 
in  the  rigtit  of  Michigan  to  form  a  constitution,  and  erect 
herself  into  a  State,  under  the  ordinance  ori7S7;  and  to 
repeal  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  as  prescri- 
bed Ihe  condition  on  which  she  was  lo  be  admitted.  Thia 
was  the  object  of  the  amendment  that  I  offered  last  eve- 
ning, in  order  lo  relieve  the  Senate  from  its  present  di- 
lemma. The  amendment  involved  the  merits  of  the 
whole  csM.  It  was  too  tale  in  the  day  for  discussion,  and 
1  asked  for  indulgence  (ill  to-day,  that  1  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  presenting  my  views.  Under  the  iron 
rule  uf  Ihe  present  majority,  the  indulgence  was  refu- 
sed, and  the  bill  ordered  to  its  third  reading;  and  I  have 
been  thus  compelled  to  address  the  Senate  a  hen  it  is  too 
late  to  amend  the  bill,  and  after  a  majority  have  commH- 
ted  themselves  both  as  to  its  principles  and  details. 
New  as  such  proceedings  are  in  this  body,  I  complain 
not.  I,  as  one  of  the  minority,  ask  no  favors.  All  I 
I  ask  is,  that  the  constitution  be  not  violated.  Hold  it  sa- 
cred, and  I  shall  be  the  last  to  complain. 

I  now  return  lo  the  assumption  that  a  Territory  can- 
not become  a  Slate  till  admitted  Into  the  Union,  which  is 
now  relied  on  with  so  much  confidence  to  prove  that 
Michigan  is  not  a  State.  I  reverse  the  position. '  I  as- 
sert the  opposite,  that  a  Territory  cannot  be  admitted 
tilt  she  becomes  a  Stateiandtn  this  1  stand  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  constitution  itself,  which  expressly  limits 
the  power  of  Congress  lo  admitting  new  Stales  into  the 
Union.  But  if  the  constitution  hsd  been  silent,  he 
would  indeed  be  ignorant  of  the  character  of  our  politi- 
cal system  who  did  not  see  that  States,  sovereign  and  in- 
dependent communities  and  not  Territories,  can  only 
be  admitted.  Ours  is  a  Union  of  Stales,  a  federal  re- 
public. States,  and  not  Territories,  form  its  component 
parts,  bound  together  by  a  solemn  league.  In  the  form 
of  a  constitutional  compact.  In  coming  Into  (he  Union, 
Ibe  State  pledges  its  faith  to  this  sacred  compact;  an  act 
which  none  but  a  sovereign  and  independent  communi- 
ty is  competent  to  perform;  and,  of  course,  a  Territory 
must  first  be  raised  to  that  condition  before  she  can  take  ■ 
her  aland  among  the  confederated  Stales  of  our  Union. 
How  can  a  Territory  pledge  its  bith  to  the  constitution? 
It  has  no  will  of  Us  own.  Tou  give  it  all, its  powers, 
and  you  can  it  pleasure  OTcrrule^l  her  actions.  If 
.beeaters*saTerritoi^^^^g<^t^i@|a|^g^  Her 
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conMDt  U  nothing  without  your  tatbority  and  unction. 
Can  yoHf  can  Confj^rcBs,  becooie  a  party  to  the  constitu* 
tional  compact?   How  ibsiird. 

Rut  I  atn  told,  if  this  he  an,  if  a  Territory  must  become 
a  Slate  before  it  can  be  admitted,  it  would  follow  that 
the  might  refuse  to  enter  the  Unior.  after  she  had  ac- 
quired the  right  of  acting  for  benelf.  Certainly  abe  may. 
A  State  cannot  be  forced  into  the  Uoioo.  She  roust 
come  in  by  her  own  free  assent,  given  in  her  highest 
aovereign  capacity,  through  a  convention  of  the  people 
of  the  State.  Such  is  the  constitutional  provision;  and 
those  who  make  the  objection  must  overlook  both  the 
constitution  and  theelementary  principles  of  our  Gnvern- 
mentt  of  which  the  right  of  Beir-gorernment  is  ibe  firat; 
the  right  of  every  people  to  form  ibeir  own  Gorernment| 
and  to  determine  their  political  condition.  This  is  the 
doctrine  on  which  our  fath^n  acted  in  our  furious  Rev- 
olution, which  has  done  mure  for  the  cause  of  liberty 
throughout  the  world  than  any  event  within  the  record 
of  history,  and  on  which  the  Government  has  acted  from 
the  first,  as  regards  all  that  portion  of  our  extensive  ter< 
ritory  that  lies  beyond  the  limits  of  the  original  ytstes. 
Read  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  the  various  acts  fur  the 
admission  of  new  States^  and  you  will  find  the  principle 
Invariably  rect^nised  and  acted  on,  to  the  present  un- 
happy instance,  without  any  departure  from  it,  except 
in  the  case  of  Missouri.  The  admission  of  Michigan  is 
destined,  1  fear,  to  mark  a  great  change  in  the  history 
of  the  admission  of  new  States  a  total  departure  from 
the  old  usage,  and  the  noble  principle  of  self-government 
on  which  that  usage  was  founded.  Every  thing,  thus 
far,  haa  been  irregular  and  monstrous  connected  with 
her  admission.  I  trust  it  is  not  ominous.  Surrounded 
by  liJtes  within  her  natural  limits,  (which  ought  not  to 
have  been  departed  from,)  possessed  of  fertile  soil  snd 
genial  climate,  with  every  prospect  of  wealth,  power, 
and  influence,  who  but  must  regret  that  she  should  be 
ushered  into  the  Union  in  a  manner  so  irregular  and 
unworthy  ofber  future  destiny. 

But  I  will  waive  these  objections,  constitutional  and 
all.  I  will  support  with  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  that 
a  Territory  cannot  become  a  State  till  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Assuming  all  this,  I  ask  them  to  explain  to  me 
how  the  mere  act  of  admission  can  transmute  a  Territory 
into  a  State  ?  By  w  hose  authority  would  she  be  made  a 
State?  By  ours?  How  can  we  make  a  State?  We  can 
form  a  Territoryt  we  can  admit  Slates  into  the  Union; 
but,  1  repeat  the  question,  how  can  we  make  a  State?  I 
had  supposed  this  Government  was  the  creature  of  the 
Stales — formed  by  their  authority,  and  dependent  on 
their  will  for  their  existence.  Can  the  creature  form  the 
creator?  If  not  by  our  authority,  then  by  whose?  Not 
by  her  own:  that  would  he  absurd.  The  very  act  of  ad- 
mission makes  her  a  member  of  the  confederacy,  with  no 
other  or  greater  power  than  is  possessed  by  all  the 
others]  all  of  whom,  united,  cannot  create  a  State.  By 
what  prooesa,  then,  by  what  authority,  can  a  Territory 
become  a  State,  if  not  one  before  admitted?  Who  can 
explain?  How  full  of  difficulties,  compared  to  the  long- 
established,  simple,  and  noble  process  which  has  pre- 
vailed to  the  present  instant.  According  to  old  usage, 
the  Genera]  t3overnment  first  withdraws  its  autliority 
over  a  certain  portion  of  its  territory,  as  soon  as  it  has  a 
sufficient  population  to  constitute  *a  State.  They  are 
thus  left  to  themselves  freely  to  form  a  constitution,  and 
to  exercise  the  noble  right  of  self-government.  "Hiey 
then  present  their  constitution  to  Congress,  and  ask  the 
privilege  (for  one  it  is  of  the  highest  cliaracter)  to  be- 
come a  member  of  this  glorious  confederacy  of  States. 
The  constitution  is  examined,  and,  if  republican,  as  re- 
quired by  the  federal  constitution,  she  Is  admitted,  with 
no  other  condition  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  to 
aecure  the  authority  of  Congress  over  the  public  domain 


within  her  limits.  This  is  the  old,  the  established  fonn, 
instituted  by  our  anceators  of  the  Revolution,  who  so  well 
understood  the  great  principles  of  liberty  ind  seirfor- 
ernment.  How  simplet  how  sublime!  Whataconirut 
to  the  doctrines  of  the  present  day,  and  the  precedent 
which,  I  fear,  we  are  about  to  eatabliab!  And  sbiU  «e 
fear,  so  long  as  these  sound  principles  are  obaerfCd,  tint 
a  SUte  win  reject  this  high  privilege— will  reline  to 
enter  this  Union'  No(  ahe  will  rush  into  your  embnee, 
so  long  as  your  institutions  are  worth  preserving.  Wbn 
the  advantages  of  the  Union  shall  have  become  a  outter 
of  calculation  and  doubt,  when  new  States  shall  patuets 
determine  whether  the  Union  is  a  curse  or  blesiiiig,  tbe 
question  which  now  agitates  us  will  cease  to  have  saf 
importance. 

Having  now,  1  trust,  eatabllshe^,  beyond  all  eonlnne> 
sy,  that  Michigan  is  a  State,  1  come  to  the  great  point  U 
issue— to  the  decision  of  which  all  that  has  been  said  ii 
but  preparatory — had  the  self-created  assembly  vhicti 
met  at  Ann  Arbur  the  authority  to  speak  in  the  ntmeaf 
the  people  of  Michigan,  to  assent  to  tbe  conditioni  coa- 
tained  in  the  act  of  tbe  last  session,  to  supersede  i  por- 
tion of  the  conslitulion  of  the  Slate,  and  to  overrule  the 
dissent  of  the  convention  of  the  people,  regularly  cilled 
by  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Stale,  (a  tbe  condi- 
tion of  admission'  I  shall  not  repeat  what  1  said  flfheol 
first  addressed  the  Senate  on  this  bill.  We  all,  by  "lu 
time,  know  the  character  of  that  assemblage;  ihttilOKt 
without  the  sanction  of  the  authorities  of  the  State,  ind 
Ihitt  it  did  not  pretend  to  reprexent  one  third  oftbepto* 
pie.  We  all  know  that  the  State  had  regularly  conn^ 
a  convention  of  the  people,  expressly  to  Uke  Into  connd- 
eration  tbe  condition  on  which  it  was  proposed  to  idnit 
her  into  the  Union,  and  that  the  convention,  afier  fuU 
deliberation,  had  declined  to  give  its  as&ent  by  »  coo- 
siderable  majority.  With  a  knowledge  of  all  these  r>ct<i 
I  put  the  question — had  the  assembly  a  right  to  act  for 
the  State?  Was  it  a  convention  of  the  people  of  Uicbt- 
gan,  in  the  true,  legal,  and  conatilutional  sense  of  ^ 
term?  Is  there  one,  within  the  limits  of  my  rcHce,  that 
can  lay  his  hand  on  his  breast,  and  honestly  ny  it  m! 
Is  there  one  that  doea  not  feel  that  it  was  neither  nore 
nor  less  than  a  mere  caucus — nothing  but  a  party  cau- 
cus— of  which  we  have  the  Bth>ngeBt  evidence  in  Ibe 
perfect  unanimity  of  those  who  assembled.'  Not  a  rote 
was  given  against  admission.  Csn  there  be  stronger 
proof  that  it  was  a  meeting  got  up  by  parly  machinety, 
for  party  purpose? 

But  I  go  further.  It  was  not  only  a  party  caucui,  for 
party  purpose,  hut  a  criminal  meeting — a  meetinp  lo 
subvert  the  authority  of  the  Slate,  and  to  'S^"*''^ 
aovereignty.  I  know  not  whether  Michigan  liu  y^ 
passed  Taws  to  gu»rd  her  sovereignly-  It  msybeibit 
ahe  has  nut  had  time  to  enact  laws  for  this  purpoi^ 
which  no  community  ia  lung  without;  but  I  dosfcr,  ■ 
there  be  such  an  act,  or  if  the  common  law  be  in  fwce 
in  the  State,  the  acton  in  that  meeting  might  be  m\xX- 
ed,  tried,  and  punished,  for  the  very  act  on  which  it  |t 
now  proposed  to  admit  tbe  State  into  the  Union,  a 
such  a  meeting  as  this  were  to  undertake  to  speak » 
the  name  of  South  Carolina,  we  would  speedily  tew* 
its  authors  what  they  owed  to  the  authority  and  digaily 
of  the  State.  The  act  waa  not  only  in  contempt  of  l« 
authority  of  Uie  State  of  Michigan,  but  a  direct  insun  oa 
this  Government.  Here  is  a  aclf-creatcd  meeting,  coe- 
vened  lor  a  criminal  object,  which  bas  dared  to  F*"*"! 
to  this  Government  an  act  of  theirs,  and  to  expect  that 
we  arc  to  receive  this  irregular  and  criminal 
fulfilment  of  the  condition  which  we  had  prescribed  tor 
the  admission  of  the  State!  Yet,  1  fear,  forgetting «' 
own  dignity  and  the  rights  of  Michigan,  that  we  srs 
about  to  recogniae  the  validity  of  tbe  act,  and  quietly  to 
aubmit  to  tbe  insult.  p  I 
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The  year  1S36  (wtd  Mr.  C.)  ii  destined  to  mtrk  the 
iiKwt  retnirkable  ch*nfe  in  uur  political  institutions, 
rioee  the  kdoptton  of  the  constitution.  The  events  of 
the  year  hare  made  a  deeper  innontion  on  the  princi* 
pies  of  the  constitution,  and  erinced  a  itrong«r  tendency 
to  rerotution,  than  any  which  hare  occurred  from  its 
adoption  to  the  present  day.  Sir,  (sud  Mr.  C,  addres- 
ring  the  Vice  President,)  duty  compels  me  to  speak  of 
ftcts  intimately  connected  with  yourself.  In  deference 
to  your  feelings  as  presiding  officer  of  the  body,  I  stiatl 
wptA  at  them  with  all  possible  reserve,  much  more  re< 
werwt  than  I  should  otherwise  have  done  if  you  did  nut 
occupy  that  seat.  Among  the  first  of  these  evenU, 
which  I  sbatl  notice,  is  the  caucus  of  Baltimore;  that  too, 
fike  the  Ann  Arbor  caucus,  has  been  dignified  with  the 
name  of  the  convenlton  of  the  people.  This  caucus 
was  got  up  under  the  countensnee  and  express  authori- 
ty oftbe  Freaident  himself}  and  its  edict,  appointing  you 
hit  successor,  has  been  sustained,  not  only  by  the  whole 
patronage  and  power  of  (he  GovemnMnt,  but  by  his  ac- 
live  personal  influence  and  exertion.  Through  Us  in* 
stnimentality  he  has  succeeded  in  controlling  the  voice 
of  the  people;  and  for  the  firit  time  the  President  has 
appointed  hi*  successor;  and  thus  (be  first  great  step  of 
converting  our  Government  into  a  monarchy  has  been 
achieved.  These  are  solemn  and  ominous' facts.  No 
one  who  has  examined  the  result  of  the  last  election  can 
doubt  tbeir  truth.  It  is  now  certain  that  you  are  not 
the  free  and  unbiased  choice  of  the  people  of  these 
Uoited  Slates.  If  left  to  your  own  popularity,  without 
Cbe  active  and  direct  infiueiice  of  the  President,  and  the 
power  and  patronage  of  the  Government,  acting  through 
a  nock  convention  of  the  people,  instead  of  the  highest, 
you  would  in  all  probability  have  been  the  lowest  of  the 
candidalefl. 

Durii^  the  aime  year,  the  Stale  in  which  this  ill-omen- 
ed caucus  convened  has  been  agitated  by  revolutionary 
Movements  of  the  most  alarming  character.  Assuming 
the  dangerous  doctrines  that  they  were  not  bound  to 
obey  the  injunctions  of  ibe  conitUution,  because  it  did 
not  place  the  powers  of  the  State  in  the  bands  of  an  un- 
diecked  numerical  majority,  the  electors  belonging  to 
the  party  of  the  Baltimore  caucus  who  had  been  chosen 
to  appoint  the  State  Senators  refused  to  perform  the 
functions  for  which  they  had  been  elected,  with  the  de- 
Hierate  intention  lo  stibvert  the  Government  of  the 
Slate,  and  reduce  her  to  the  territorial  condititm,  till  a 
new  Government  could  be  formed.  And  now  we  have 
before  us  a  measure  not  less  revolutionary,  but  of  an  op- 
posite cbaracler.  In  the  case  of  Maryland,  those  who 
andertook,  without  the  authority  of  law  or  constitution, 
to  apeak  and  act  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  the  State, 
pupused  to f  lace  ber  out  of  the  Union  by  reducing  lier 
mim  a  Slate  to  a  Territory}  but  in  this,  those  who  in  like 
■tanner  undertook  to  act  for  Hichigsn  have  assumed 
the  authority  to  bring  her  into  the  Union  without  her 
consent,  on  the  very  condition  which  she  had  rejected 
Inr  a  convention  of  the  people  convened  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Stale,  if  we  shall  sanction  the  authority 
oflhe  Michigan  caucus  to  force  a  State  into  the  Union 
without  its  assent,  why  might  we  not  here  sanction  a 
•hflilar  caucus  in  Maryland,  if  one  bad  been  called,  to 
place  the  State  out  of  the  Union? 

These  occurrences,  which  have  distinitutshed  the  past 
year,  mark  the  commencement  of  no  wdinary  change  in 
mr  political  system.  They  announce  the  ascendency  of 
Ute  caucus  system  over  the  regulariy  constituted  aulhori- 
lies  of  the  country.  I  have  long  anticipated  this  event. 
In  early  life  my  attention  was  sttracled  to  the  working 
oflhe  caucus  system.  It  was  my  fortune  lo  spend  five 
«r  rix  years  of  my  youth  in  the  Northern  portion  of  the 
Dnion,  where,  unfortunately,  the  system  has  so  long  pre* 
niled.  Tbotigh  yoonf,  I  wu  old  eaough  to  take  iDter> 


est  in  public  affairs,  and  to  notice  the  working  of  Ibis 
odiousparty  machinej  and  after  reflection,  with  the  experi- 
ence then  acquired,  has  loi^  satisfied  me  that,  in  the 
course  of  time,  the  edicts  of  the  caucus  would  eventually 
supersede  the  authority  of  lav  and  constitution.  We 
have  at  last  arrived  at  the  oommenoement  of  this  great 
change,  which  is  destined  lo  go  on  till  it  has  consummated 
itself  in  the  entire  overthrow  of  all  legal  and  constitution* 
at  authority,-  unless  speedily  and  effectually  resisted. 
The  reason  is  obvious:  for  obedience  and  disobedience 
to  the  edicts  of  the  caucus,  where  the  system  is  firmly 
established,  are  more  certainly  and  effectually  rewarded 
and  punished,  than  to  the  laws  and  coiutitution.  Dis- 
obedience to  the  former  is  sure  to  be  followed  by  com- 
plete political  disfranchisement.  It  deprives  the  unfor- 
tunate individual  who  falls  under  its  vengeance  of  all 
public  honors  and  emoluments,  and  conHgns  him,  if  de- 
pendent on  the  Government,  to  poverty  and  obscurityi 
wliile  he  who  bows  down  before  its  mandates,  it  maitcrs 
not  bow  monstrous  secures  to  himself  the  honors  of  the 
Stale— becomes  rich,  and  distinguished,  and  powerful. 
Offices,  jobs,  and  contracts,  flow  on  him  and  his  connex- 
ions. But  to  obey  the  law  and  respect  the  constitution, 
for  the  most  part,  brings  tittle  except  the  approbation  of 
conscience — a  reward  indeed  high  and  noble,  and  prized 
by  the  virtuous  above  all  others,  but  unfortunately  little 
valued  by  the  mass  of  mankind.  It  is  easy  lo  see  what 
must  he  the  end,  unless,  indeed,  an  effective  remedy  be 
applied.  Are  we  so  blind  as  not  to  see  in  this  why  it  is 
thai  the  advocates  of  this  bill— the  friends  of  the  system — 
are  so  tenacious  on  the  point  that  Michigan  should  be  ad- 
mitted on  the  authority  of  the  Ann  Arbor  caucus,  and  no 
other?  Do  we  not  see  why  the  amendment  proposed 
by  myself  to  admit  her  by  rescinding  the  condition  im- 
posed at  the  last  session  should  be  so  stremiously  opposed? 
Why,  even  the  preamble  would  nol  be  surrendered, 
though  many  of  our  friends  were  wiUing  to  vote  for  the 
bill  on  that  tWght  concession,  in  their  anxiety  to  admit 
the  State. 

And  here  let  me  say  that  I  listened  with  altenlion  to 
the  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Hr.  Cut- 
TKKDXH.]  I  know  the  clearness  of  his  understanding, 
and  the  soundness  of  liis  heart,  and  I  am  persuaded,  in 
declaring  that  his  objection  to  the  bill  was  confined  to 
the  preamble,  that  he  has  not  tnvestigate4  the  subject 
with  the  attention  it  deserves.  I  feel  the  objections  lo 
the  preamble  are  not  without  some  weight;  but  the  true 
and  insuperable  objections  lie  far  deeper  in  the  facts  of 
the  case,  which  would  still  exist  were  the  preamble  ex- 
punged. It  is  these  which  render  it  impossible  lo  pass 
Ibis  bill  without  trampling  under  fool  the  rights  of  the 
States  and  aubvertiog  the  first  principles  of  otir  Govern- 
ment. It  would  require  but  a  few  steps  more  to  effect 
a  complete  revolution,  and  the  Senstor  from  North  Car- 
olina has  taken  the  fir»t.  I  will  explain.  If  you  wish  to 
nurk  the  first  indications  of  a  revolution,  the  commence- 
ment of  those  profound  changes  in  the  character  of  a 
people  which  are  working  beneath,  before  a  ripple  ap* 
pears  on  the  surface,  look  to  the  change  of  lunguaget 
you  will  first  notice  it  in  the  altered  meaning  of  impor- 
tant words,  and  which,  as  it  indicates  a  change  in  the 
feelings  and  principles  of  the  people,  become  in  turn  a 
powerful  instrument  in  accelerating  the  change,  till  an 
entire  revolution  is  effected.  The  remarks  of  the  Senn- 
tor  will  illuBlrale  what  I  have  said.  He  told  us  that  the 
terms  "convention  of  the  people"  were  of  very  uncer- 
tain meaning,  and  difficult  to  be  dt  fined;  but  that  their 
true  meaning  wap,  any  meeting  of  the  people  in  their 
individual  and  primary  character,  for  political  purpose. 
1  know  It  is  difficult  to  define  complex  terms,  tliat  w,  to 
enumerate  all  the  ideas  that  belong  to  them,  and  exclude 
all  that  do  not;  but  there  is  alway&Jn^Ihe  mostpomplex, 
some  promineot  idea  f^|fj^e^>E&^@^l« 
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term,  and  in  rehtion  to  which  there  is  usually  no  disa- 
greement. Thus,  according  lo  the  olrl  meaninr,  (and 
which  I  had  still  supposed  was  iu  legal  and  constitution- 
al meaning,)  a  convention  of  the  people  invariably  im- 
plied a  meeting  of  the  people,  either  by  themselves,  or 
by  delegates  expressly  chosen  for  the  purpose,  in  their 
high  sovereign  authority,  in  express  contradistinction  to 
such  sssemblies  of  individuals  in  their  private  character, 
or  having  only  derivative  authority.  It  is,  in  a  word,  a 
meeting  of  the  people  in  the  majesty  of  their  power— in 
that  in  which  they  may  rightfully  make  or  aboliah  consti- 
tutions, and  put  up  or  put  down  Govemntcnls  at  their 
pleasure.  Such  was  the  august  conception  which  for- 
merly entered  the  mind  of  every  American  when  the 
terms  *'  owivention  of  the  people"  were  used.  But  now, 
according  to  the  ideas  of  toe  dominant  party,  as  we  are 
told  on  the  authority  of  the  Senstor  from  Nortli  Carolins, 
it  means  amr  meeting  of  individuals  for  poltliad  purpo- 
ses, and,  of  course,  applies  to  the  meeting  at  Ann  Ar- 
bor, or  any  other  party  caucus  for  party  purposes, 
which  the  leaders  choose  to  designate  as  a  convention  of 
the  people.  It  it  thus  the  higlirit  authority  known  to 
our  laws  and  constitution  is  gradually  sinking  to  the 
level  of  tliose  meetings  which  reguUte  the  operation  of 
politicB)  psrties,  and  through  which  the  edicts  of  their 
leaders  are  announced,  and  their  authority  enforced)  or, 
rather,  to  speak  more  correctly,  the  latter  are  gradually 
rising  to  the  authority  of  the  former.  When  (bey  come 
to  be  completely  confounded,  when  the  distinction  be- 
tween a  caucus  and  the  convention  of  the  people  shall 
be  completely  obliterated,  which  the  deflnltion  of  the 
Senator,  and  the  acts  of  this  body  on  this  bill,  would 
lead  US  to  believe  is  not  far  distant,  this  fair  political 
fabric  of  ours,  erected  by  the  wisdom  and  palriotiin  of 
our  ancestors,  and  once  the  gaze  and  admiration  of  the 
world,  will  topple  lo  the  ground  in  ruins. 

It  bs^  perhaps,  been  too  much  my  habit  to  look  more 
lo  tbe  future,  aWd  less  to  the  present,  than  is  wiset  but 
such  is  the  constitution  of  mind,  that  when  I  see  before 
me  the  indications  of  causes  calculated  to  effect  impor- 
tant changes  in  our  political  condition,  I  am  led  irresisti- 
bly to  trace  them  to  their  sources,  and  follow  them  out 
in  their  consequences.  Language  has  been  field  in  this 
discuMion  which  is  clearly  revolutionary  in  its  character 
and  tendency,  and  which  warns  us  of  the  approach  of 
the  period  when  the  strufcgle  will  be  between  the  con- 
servatives and  the  destructives.  I  understood  the  Sena- 
tor from  Pcnn^lvania  [Mr.  IlucBiHAir]  as  hoidinir  lan- 
guage countenancing  the  principle  that  the  will  of  a 
mere  numerical  majority  is  paramount  to  the  authority 
of  Uw  and  constitution.  He  did  not  indeed  announce 
distinctly  this  principle,  but  it  miglit  fairly  be  inferred 
from  what  be  said^  for  he  told  us  the  people  of  a  State, 
where  the  constitution  gives  the  same  weight  to  a  smsll- 
er  as  lo  a  greater  number,  might  take  the  remedy  into 
their  own  handi  meaning,  as  I  understood  bim,  that  a 
mere  miyorily  might  at  their  pleasure  subvert  the  consti- 
tution and  Government  of  a  State,  which  he  seemed  to 
think  Was  the  essence  of  democracy.  Our  little  State 
has  m  constitution  that  could  not  stand  a  day  against  such 
doctrines,  and  yet  we  glory  in  it  as  the  best  in  the  Union. 
It  is  a  constitution  which  respects  all  the  great  inter* 
eat4  of  the  Sute,  giving  lo  each  a  st- parate  and  distinct 
voice  in  the  management  uf  its  political  afiain,  by  means 
of  which  the  feebler  interests  are  protected  against  the 
prepHunderanee  of  the  greater.  We  call  our  State  a  re- 
public, a  commonwealih,  not  a  dcmocraeyi  and  let  me 
tell  the  Sen^itor  it  is  a  far  more  popular  Government 
than  if  it  had  been  bated  on  the  simple  principle  of  the 
mimerical  majority.  It  takes  more  voices  to  put  tbe  ma- 
chine of  Government  in  motion,  than  in  those  that  the 
Srnator  would  confer  mure  popular.  It  represents  all 
the  interests  of  the  State,  lod  ii  in  fact  Uie  GDycramenl 


of  the  people,  in  tbe  true  sense  of  the  tern^and&otthst 
of  the  piere  majority,  or  tbe  dominant  interests. 

I  am  not  familiar  with  (be  constitution  of  Mkr]rUod,lo 
which  the  Senator  alluded,  and  cannot,  therefure,  ipeik 
of  its  structure  with  confidence;  but  I  believe  it  to  be 
somewhat  similar  in  its  character  to  our  own.  ThalU  n 
'a  Government  not  without  its  excellence,  «e  need  ou 
better  proof  than  the  fact,  that  though  wUltinthcibsdov 
of  executive  influence,  it  has  niAIy  and  succesiftiUjr  r. 
sifted  all  the  ieductions  by  which  a  corrupt  and  utrat 
administration,  with  almost  boundless  patronage,  bu 
templed  to  seduce  her  into  its  ranks- 
looking,  then,  to  the  approaching  struggle,  I  take  my 
stand  immoveably.  I  am  a  conservative  in  its  braadrittiid 
fullest  sense,  and  such  I  shall  ever  remain,  unln^  in- 
deed, the  Government  shall  become  so  corrupt  aad  dii- 
ordered  that  nothing  short  of  revolution  can  reform  it. 
I  solemnly  believe  that  our  political  Bystem  U  in  itt 
purity  nut  only  the  best  that  ever  was  formed,  but  (be 
best  possible  that  can  be  devised  fur  ua.  It  is  thconly 
one  by  which  free  Stales,  so  populous  and  wetllby.ind 
occupying  so  vast  an  extent  of  territory,  can  preserve 
their  hberty.  Thus  thinking,  I  cannot  hope  fur  a  beUer. 
Having  no  hope  of  a  better,  1  am  a  conservative!  and 
because  I  am  a  conservative,  I  am  a  States  rights  sun.  I 
believe  that  in  the  rights  of  the  States  are  to  be  fcuad 
the  only  effectual  means  of  checking  the  over^ction  of 
this  Government;  to  resist  its  tendency  lo  concen(nte 
all  power  here,  and  to  prevent  a  departure  from  (he 
constilutiont  or,  in  case  of  one,  to  restore  the  Gavern- 
ment  lo  its  original  simplicity  sikI  purity.  Slate  inter- 
position, or,  lo  express  it  more  fully,  the  right  ofaSti'e 
to  interpose  her  suvereign  voice,  as  oneof  tlie  particKs 
our  consiitutiooHl  compact,  u^inst  the  encroschoenli 
of  this  Government,  is  the  only  means  of  sulficient  p«. 
tency  to  effect  all  thist  and  I  am,  therefore,  its  advociif- 
1  rejiMced  lo  hear  the  Senators  from  North  Csrolina  [Mr. 
BftowK]  and  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  BrcaAKAs]  cloos 
(he  justice  lo  distinguiah  between  nullification  and  the 
anarchical  and  revolutionai^  movements  in  UaijliH 
and  Pennsylvania.  I  know  they  did  not  intend  itasi 
complimentt  but  I  regard  it  as  the  bigbeal.  Thqrsre 
right.  Day  and  night  are  not  more  dimrent— more  un- 
like in  every  thing.  They  are  unlike  in  their  priocipk^ 
their  objects,  and  their  consequences. 

I  «hall  not  slop  lo  make  good  Ibis  assertion,  as  I  ffl'P 
easily  do.  The  occasion  does  not  call  for  it.  Asacoo- 
aervativr,  and  a  States  rights  man,  or,  if  you 
it,  a  nullifier,  I  have  and  shall  resist  all  eneroscbneni 
on  the  constitution,  whether  it  he  the  encroachment  d 
this  Government  on  the  States,  or  the  opposite! 
Executive  on  Congress,  or  Congress  on  the  EsecuUrt- 
My  creed  is  to  hold  both  GovcrnmenU,  a^d  all  them- 
partmenU  «.f  each,  to  their  proper  sphere,  and  to  ouiB' 
Uin  the  authority  of  the  laws  and  the  constitution agsiRH 
all  revolulionaty  movements.  I  believe  the  mesns  whieb 
our  system  fiimishes  to  preserve  itself  are  aropwi " 
fairly  understood  and  appliedt  and  I  shall  resorttotbm, 
however  corrupt  and  disordered  the  times,  so  long  « 
(here  is  hope  of  reforming  the  Government.  The  reniij 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Disposer'of  events.  It  is  my  I»" 
to  do  my  duty.  Yet,  while  1  thus  openly  avow  myaeli » 
cnnservative,  God  forbid  I  should  ever  deny  the  glono«| 
right  of  rebellion  and  revolution.  Should  c*'"!?": 
and  oppression  become  intolerable,  and  cannot  otK^ 
wise  be  thr«wn  offi  if  liberty  must  perish,  or  ^^yr" 
ernment  be  overthrown,  I  would  not  hesitate,  aitw 
hasard  of  life,  to  resort  lo  revolution,  and  lo 
a  corrupt  Government  that  could  neither  be  "'•'•^ 
nor  borne  by  freement  but  I  trust  in  God  •'""PTt 
never  come  lo  that  pass.  I  trust  never  to  see  lucb  ^ 
ful  timesi  for  fearful,  indeed,  tbey  would  be,  h*^ 

itHmU  ever  befal  US.  ItiBtbeifiat,cj;pcr)(4eji!>>H"°^ 

Digitized  by 


305 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


306 


Jam.  5,  1837.]  Admitiion  of  Mehigan.  [Sutati. 


to  be  thought  of  tin  common  tenw  snd  the  voice  of 
imnkiitd  would  juttify  the  resort. 

Before  I  resume  my  Mftt,  I  feel  called  on  to  mnke  t 
few  brief  remarfci  on  a  doctrine  of  ftarfal  iraport,  which 
baa  been  bmehed  hi  the  coune  of  thii  debate— the 
tight  to  repeal  laws  (tranting  bank  ebartert,  and,  of 
course,  of  rulroadt,  turnpikes,  and  Jmnt  stock  compa< 
nies.  It  is  s  doctrine  of  fearful  import,  and  calculated 
to  do  tnflnite  mischief.  There  are  eonntless  millions 
rested  in  such  stockf,  and  it  Is  a  description  of  property 
*>€  the  most  delicate  chsraeler.  To  touch  it  ii  almost  to 
destroy  it.  But,  while  I  enter  my  protest  against  all 
neb  doctrinet,  I  have  been  greatfy  alarmed  with  the 
ibougfatleaa  precipitancy  (not  to  use  a  stronger  phrase) 
whh  which  the  moat  eztennve  and  dangerous  privileges 
have  been  granted  of  late.  It  can  end  in  no  good,  and, 
1  fear,  may  be  the  cause  of  convulsions  hereafter.  We 
already  feel  the  effects  on  the  currency,  which  no  one 
Competent  of  judging  but  must  see  is  in  an  unsound  con- 
dtiion.  I  must  sav  (for  truth  compelsme)  I  have  ever  di>- 
inisted  the  banking  ^stem,  at  least  in  its  present  form, 
both  in  this  eoontry  and  Great  Britain.  It  will  not  stand 
the  test  of  timet  but  I  trust  thtt  all  shocks,  or  sadden 
revolution,  may  be  avoided,  and  that  it  may  gradually 
Kive  way  before  some  sounder  and  betler-reguTsted  sys. 
tem  of  credit  which  the  growing  intelligence  of  the  sgc 
msy  devise.  That  a  better  may  be  substituted  I  cannot 
doobr,  but  of  what  it  shall  consist,  and  how  it  shall 
finally  supersede  the  present  uncertain  and  fluctuating 
earreney,  time  atone  can  determine.  All  1  can  see  is, 
fbat  tbc  present  must,  one  day  or  another,  come  to  an 
end,  or  be  greatly  modified,  if  that,  indeed,  can  save  it 
from  an  entire  overthrow.  It  has  within  itself  the  seeds 
of  its  own  destruction. 

Mr.  STRANGE  said  be  wns  gratified  that  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  had  addressed  the  Senatet  Tor  he 
had  a  very  high  regret  for  hta  abilities,  and,  from  some 
intimatlont  he  had  casually  thrown  out,  he  was  appre* 
benKve  that,  in  retaining  the  preamble,  the  Senate  was 
blling  into  some  unperceived  but  dangerous  error.  But 
we  bave  now  heard  all  that  the  Senator  hat  to  say  upon 
this  important  subject,  and  he  has  utterly  faUrd  to  con* 
vince  us  of  error  in  a  single  propo«il1on  about  which  we 
differed.  This  was  not  for  want  of  ability  in  the  honor- 
able Senator,  but  was  entirely  owing  to  the  cause  he  ad- 
vocated— to  his  being  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  question. 
The  most  powcrfiil  intellect  can  never  long  make  bead 
against  truth.  Mr.  8.  said  he  had  as  high  a  regard  as  the 
gentleman,  for  the  institutions  of  Iheir  common  coun- 
try— admired  at  much  the  wisdom  of  their  organization, 
and  cherished  toward  them  as  deep  an  affection.  He 
was  far  from  believing  time  misspent  in  this  body  which 
was  employed  in  the  diacutsion  of  great  constitutional 
questions,  and  was  never  sorry  to  see  the  talent  of  the 
Sennte  armed  upon  dilTerent  sides  of  interesting  prop- 
otftiona.  file  having  them  presented  in  all  their  variout 
bearings  and  points  of  view,  and  sifted  and  examined 
wHb  care  and  abifity,  was  very  friendly  to  the  ascertain- 
anent  of  troth.  It  had  been  adverted  to  in  this  House 
that  some  of  its  members  had  been  recently  transrerred 
hither  from  judicial  stations  in  their  respective  States, 
and  he  lud  himself  the  honor  to  be  among  the  numbert 
and  be  would  take  the  liberty  of  stxting,  as  one  of  the 
tesulu  of  his  official  experience,  that  the  failure  of  an 
able  hwjrer  was  nearly  as  good  evidence  of  the  unsound- 
ness of  hi*  position,  as  the  alrengih  of  argument  brought 
to  bear  against  it  by  the  oppoaing  connselj  and  so,  on 
the  present  occasion,  having  listened  lothe  unsucceBsful 
efforts  of  the  able  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  over- 
throw  the  positrons  he  had  a«sMmed  in  the  early  part  ol 
ihia  debate,  had  but  inspired  him  with  renewed  confi- 
dence in  tbeir  loandness. 

The  Senator  has  in  the  first  place  asnilcd  the  pream- 
Voi.  XIII.— SO 


bte  to  this  bill  on  account  of  its  inconsistency  with  the 
votes,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  of  its  present  advo* 
catet.  Upon  this  pwnt  Mr.  9.  bad  nothing  to  say. 
Those  of  whom  this  predicament  was  supposed  were 
doubtless  well  able  to  vindicate  themselvesi  but  for  hit 
part,  he  had  not  then  had  the  honor  of  a  teat  in  thii 
body,  and  consequently  stood  entirely  uncommitted  to 
any  of  its  doings.  But  it  was  further  urged  that  Michi- 
gan was  a  State,  and  that  those  who  disputed  it  did  so 
in  the  face  of  a  recordt  for  that  the  act  of  Congress, 
passed  at  the  last  session,  expressly  declared  her  to  be  a 
SUte.  But,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  still  deny  her  to  be  a  State, 
without  any  apprehension  of  being  overborne  by  any 
such  record  as  that  referred  to  by  the  gentleman.  If 
there  was  such  an  act  as  the  one  described  by  (he  Sena- 
tor, be  would  not  question  its  .existence,  nor  would  be 
ir)deed  put  him  to  the  proof  that  there  was  such  a  rec- 
ord.  But  what  the  record  wouH  prove,  when  produced, 
was  an  alto([elher  different  matter;  and  he  denied  that 
any  act  of  Congress,  however  broadly  it  might  assert  it, 
could  prove  the  existence  of  a  State  under  the  circum< 
stancea  raicd  in  the  ease  of  Michigan!  it  wat  altogether 
incompetent  to  the  proof  of  nch  a  flict.  Here  Mr.  S. 
took  leave  to  renurk  that  it  was  with  great  reluctance 
he  had  embarked  so  deeply  in  Ibis  debate:  but  he  had 
been  induced  at  an  early  period  to  state  a  few  proposi- 
tions which  bad  been  denounced  as  dangerous  and  revo- 
lutionary in  their  tendency.  He  would  never  venture 
on  thia  flnnr  to  state  any  thing  at  his  deliberate  convlo* 
tion  which  had  not  been  du^  considered  by  htm.  He 
might  sometimes  throw  out  crude  suggestions,  with  n 
view  to  draw  out  others,  or  bring  their  attention  to  the 
subject)  but  on  such  occasions  he  would  always  present 
them  as  mere  hasty  impulses  of  the  passing  inomentt  but 
when  he  had  gone  so  far  at  to  make  a  deliberate  asser- 
tion, he  trusted  he  should  always  be  found  ready  to 
maintain  his  position.  He  had  asserted  that  Michigan 
wat  not  a  State,  and  this  be  stood  ready  to  prove.  It  'a 
not  denied  that  the  land  covered  by  Michigan  was  once 
the  property  of  this  Uninni  and  it  w  a  pHnciptc  of  law 
which  he  presumed  no  Senator  would  deny,  that  things 
continuous  in  their  nature  are  always  presumed  to  re- 
main the  same,  unless  the  contrary  is  shown,  if,  then, 
the  territory  embraced  in  Michigan  was  once  the  prop- 
erty of  this  Union,  it  continues  to  be  so  until  gentlemen 
show  ut  the  where,  the  when,  and  the  how,  of  Us  cessa- 
tion. They  aay  it  ceased  to  be  so  by  virtue  of  the  act  of 
Congress  of  last  session.  I  deny  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress lo  past  aucb  an  act.  If  ihey  have  passed  such  a 
one,  it  ia  a  nullity.  Wht;n  an  act  of  Congress  comes  in 
Collision  with  the  constitution,  it  comes  in  contact  with  a 
power  which  annihilates  it.  It  is  as  though  it  had  never 
existed.  It  is  a  dead  letter.  The  constitution  gives  au- 
thority to  Congress  to  create  a  State  for  no  other  pur- 
pose but  admii^on  into  the  Union;  and  whenever  Con- 
gress passes  an  act  creating  a  State,  without  at  the  tame 
lime  admitting  it  into  the  Union,  that  act  is  a  nullity. 
Indeed,  if  the  matter  were  rei  integrot  if  it  were  a  new 
question,  it  might  be  seriously  debated  whether  Congress 
can  create  a  State,  even  for  the  purpose  of  admission  into 
the  Union.  But  1  will  not  deny  that  it  has  been  the 
practice  to  do  so,  and  I  am  not  now  disposed  to  questloo 
itf  eorreetneaa.  I  had  occasion  berelofore  to  call  the  at> 
lention  of  the  Senate  to  the  only  eUtise  the  conMltu- 
tion  relating  to  that  subject,  and  defied  any  one  to  pro- 
duce any  other  authority  for  Congress  to  create  a  Slate, 
or  to  contend  that  the  power  under  that  clause  was  any 
thing  more  than  implied. 

[Here  Mr.  Ca&hodit  interrupted  Mr.  S.,  to  explain 
himself  and  said  that  he  had  not  dt  clared  Congress  com- 
petent to  create  a  State,  either  in  or  out  of  the  Uuiont  but 
by  withdrawing  its  Jurisdiction  franrni  j^vm  Iferrilory, 
that  Territory  was  then  aUli^iciii^lMocn  GdSlMiU^tate.] 
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Mr.  S.  Mid  he  did  not  think  the  Senator's  expUoMion 
bed  mtcrlaily  nried  hii  proporition.  That  there  could 
be  but  little  difference  between  ereatii^  a  State  out  of 
the  territory  of  the  Unioo  and  aufrerinff  it  to  create  it- 
■elf)  as  in  both  oasrs  Congress  relinquished  a  trust  con- 
fided to  her  by  the  Union*  which  she  bad  no  right  to  re- 
lioqui^  but  in  one  special  case,  and  that  was,  «  hen  by 
the  same  act  she  rurmed  the  State  and  admitted  it  into 
the  Uniont  so  that  the  act  or  Congress  of  the  last  session, 
not  executing  any  power  poisesacd  by  Congress  is  a 
nullity. 

But  the  Sevator  from  South  Csrolina  inslsta  that  to 
deny  Michigtn  to  be  a  SUte  is  a  denial  against  the  ac- 
tual and  obrious  hct  that  Uicbigao  is  now  really  exer- 
ciaing  all  the  poweri  of  sorereignly:  she  has  funned  her 
constttut'ion,  elected  her  Legislature  and  mentben  of 
CongresKfand  her  Legislature  lias  actually  asKmbled, 
end  elected  her  Senators  to  Congress.  But  (said  Hr.  S>) 
tbe  question  is  not  what  Michigan  has  done,  but  what 
•he  hu  I  right  to  do.  Although  Ibese  things,  I  admit, 
may  be  prima  faiie  evidence  of  her  legal  existence  as  a 
State,  they  are  susceptible  of  being  met  by  the  proof  of 
what  ii^  in  fact,  her  true  condition.  When  one  is  found 
Mtiiv  lui  juris,  exercising  all  the  prtrileges  of  a  free- 
nan,  it  may  be  prima  fade  evidence  that  he  is  what  the 
perforniaoca  oi  tbe  actimpttest  but  if  it  be  auscepiible 
uf  proof  that  he  ii  in  fact  a  alaTe,  the  inference  no  lon- 
ger exista  that  he  ia  free.  And  so  in  this  case-we  show 
that  Mieliigan  waa  once  subjeet  to  the  United  State^and 
deoMnd  the  proof  that  she  nas  ever  been  emaneipated. 
Inl9in  was  the  wisdom  of  our  forefathers  employed  in 
devising  plans  for  the  happiness  and  perpetuity  <>f  this 
nation}  in  vain  did  they  inculcate  the  doctrine  of  union, 
and  repudiate  the  idea  of  separate  sovereignties  or  mul- 
tiplied confederacies,  if  the  doctrine  of  tbe  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  is  to  prevail.  If  Michigan  can  exist  as  a 
separate  State  for  a  single  hour,  site  msy  for  days  and 
years,  and  might  ultimately  refuse  to  come  into  the 
Union  at  all.  During  tliis  time  she  may  have  her  own 
army  and  navy,  decUre  war,  form  alliances,  and  do  all 
those  acts  which  our  forefathers  were  so  anxious  to 
bring  within  the  control  of  a  power  representing  the 
common  interest  of  all  the  States.  The  idea  is  too  pre- 
posterous loo  inconsistent  with  all  their  plana  and  pur- 
pates,  to  suppose  that  they  eonlemplated  it  for  a  single 
moment.  The  whole  confederacy  would  be  in  continual 
danger  of  dissolution  from  such  a  cause  operstinr  in  ita 
vicinityi  and  yet,  acco^ling  to  the  Senator's  theory, 
there  is  no  mode  of  preventing  ihis  evil,  bui,  after  we 
had  raatily  given  her  a  aeparate  existence,  constraining 
her  by  the  terror  of  the  sword  and  the  bayonet,  or  the 
application  of  them,  to  become  an  unwilling  party  to  our 
national  compact;  a  siate  of  things  which  no  one  can 
suppose  to  have  been  planned  by  wisdom,  or  deairable 
either  upon  the  score  of  interest,  patriotism,  or  humani- 
ty. But  to  enforce  his  position,  the  Senator  has  suppo- 
sed that  it  ia  necessary  she  should  first  have  a  separate 
existence  ere  abc  can  become  a  member  of  our  Union, 
which  he  insists  is  altogether  federative,  and  even  urges 
that  she  must  be  of  age.  Now,  1  humbly  concrive  tliat 
the  Senator  haa  suffered  himielf  to  be  misled  by  a  meta- 
phor, a  figure  of  speech.  The  age  of  the  Territory  or 
State  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indiflerencei  it  is  enough  if 
the  inhabitant!  are  of  age  to  make  contracts;  for  with 
them,  if  with  anyone,  the  compact  is  formed.  The  idea 
of  the  neeeasity  of  a  separate,  anterior  existence  as  a 
State  is  altogether  fallacious;  the  incident  of  being  a 
member  of  tbe  Union  is  a  portion  of  the  ve  ry  law  of  her 
existence,  and  her  federal  relationship  commences  m 
intimli  that  she  becomes  a  Slate.  Nor  does  this  violate 
the  analogy  of  individuil  relationship  to  society;  (he  in- 
fant, as  soon  as  be  ia  born,  brcomes  a  member  of  the 
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bis  very  birth  tlie  social  compact  ia  t>q>lied|  and  nihsit 
any  formal  recognitioa  of  tbe  compact,  when  be  iball  au 
tain  mature  age,  he  is  held  liable  to  the  sanetiom  of  the 
law  as  soon  aa  capable  of  discerning  between  uA 
wrong;  without  waiting  for  his  assent,  sodety  etlemb 
over  bim  the  arm  of  protection.  No  matter  bow  youtf 
he  may  be,  he  who  takes  away  his  life  is  punished  bjr 
society  as  a  murderer;  and  it  is  not  because  tbe  nmI 
compact  is  not  aufficiently  complete,  but  in  mere  tender, 
neaa  to  the  frailty  of  human  nature,  that  he  h  not  fnbk 
to  punishment  for  a  violated  law,  at  any  stage  of  csiil- 
enee,  however  early. 

But  another  difficulty,  which  it  ia  attempted  to  thro* 
in  our  way,  is,  that  Hiehlgan  haa  already  elected  btr 
Senators  and  Representative;  and  if  we  say  that  rite  a 
not  a  Sute,  their  election  waa  irregular,  and  they  e'lH 
not  be  entitled  to  seals  in  tbe  respective  brancbn  of 
the  National  Assembly.   I  have  thMf  had  occuiea  to 
say,  ur,  tltftl  while  I  have  the  honor  of  represeaUo^  is 
part,  a  sovereign  Slate  upon  thia  floor,  I  will  speik 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  language  of  truth,  regirdlosof 
the  coniequences.    If,  then,  the  assertion  (hat  Uiclii^ 
is  not  a  State  must  necessarily  exclude  the  homrsble 
gentlemen  now  waiting  for  admiMion  to  their  iesl%  I 
shall  deeply  regret  it.    But,  sir,  I  foresee  no  such  coo- 
aequence;  the  whole  matter  appears  to  me  ezeeedinflf 
plain,  and  free  from  all  the  roeUphyaieal  dif&culuei  u 
which  gentlemen  hare  striven  to  involve  it.  Wtwa  t 
bargain  is  concluded  between  two  parties,  itii  nokwfcf 
a  matter  of  consequence  from  which  the  first  orcrture 
proceeded,  whether  the  vender  proposed  lo  the  vendee, 
or  the  vendee  to  the  vender;  the  only  question  «,  wu 
there  finally  an  agreement  between  Ihemr    Aod  ibe 
same  consequences  precisely,  follow,  whichever  laidc 
the  first  advance.   Now,  sir,  Michigan  had  no  right  to 
form  herself  into  a  SUIe  without  the  assent  of  Congmi, 
and  with  tbe  assent  of  Congress  she  bad  the  rt^bt.  I(|* 
a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  whether  Michigan  took 
the  primary  steps  with  a  view  to  their  ratificatioii  bf 
Congress,  which  ratification  is  subsequently  mads  "f 
that  Congress  firat  gives  the  permission,  and  Michi^ 
acta  upon  such  permission;  whether  the  SenatofS  w 
Repreaentative  from  Michigan  knock  at  the  door  of  Cos- 
gress  end  are  admitted,  or  Congress  opens  her  dons  sad 
announces  to  Michigan  (hat  her  Senators  and  Represenu* 
tive  may  walk  in  whenever  she  pleaaes  to  send  tbeo> 
and  they  are  aeni  and  do  walk  in.    In  the  one  case  U'icb- 
igan  acts  upon  a  previous  authority,  and  in  the  other  i 
subsequent  ratification  gives  effect  to  that  which  vm 
previouiily  done.    1  think  I  have  now  sufficiently  d»" 
thatl  waa  right  in  contending  that  Michigan  was  aoti 
Sute.   The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  himaeli  ha 
admitted  the  evil  consequenecs  likely  to  flow  fro*  np- 
posing  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  create  a  Sute  nr 
any  other  parpoK  than  admission  into  the  Union.  (Here 
Mr.  CiJMOvm  disclaimed.  ]   Well,  aaid  Mr.  S.,  1  certsmlj 
understood  him  to  say  so,  but  I  suppose  1  was  nisUken; 
but  I  insist  that,  without  the  grnOeman'a  admissioa,  w 
consequences  are  plain  and  (Avioua  to  every  mant  n» 
the  perpetuity  of  our  Union  would  be  seriously  eadsa- 
gered,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  we  should,  with  ■c' 
own  hsnds  be  placing  in  our  side  a  tbom  to  rankle  tad 
annoy  us,  and  all  without  the  slightest  inducemni 
consideration;  and  no  one  who  has  a  proper  respect  tor 
the  good,  great,  aud  wise  framera  of  our  constiwtwsi 
can  ever  believe  that  tbry  intended  any  thing  m  pi'P* 
lerous. 

Having,  aa  I  conceive,  dtoposed  of  this  matter,  K  ■ 
unnecessary  for  me  lo  take  up  the  inquiry  of  thegolw* 
man,  whether,  in  a  regularly  organised  State,  a  courea- 
lion  can  be  called  under  any  other  authority  than  that  si 
the  I^gialature.   I  do  not  find  iUQy  present  purpose  W 
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ii  not  a  rei^ltrljr  nrganised  SMCt  but  is,  m  admitted  hj 
(be  Senator  from  S<wth  Carolina,  pro  kae  via,  in  a  itate 
of  nature.  Nothin|^,  therernre,  remaini  but  the  inqniry 
whefber  a  convention  baa  actually  been  held  by  Hictii- 
f^Op  in  any  mannrr  convened.  And  hrre  I  must  be  al> 
lowed  to  ssy  that  I  have  been  nn^liriy  unfortunate  in 
beinfr  mtnpprehemkd  by  both  the  Senatora  from 
South  Carolina.  By  both  1  have  been  represented  a* 
my\mg  that  a  convention  wu  m  undefined  and  undefina- 
Ue  aoHMthing.  I  had  the  honor  of  correcting  Ihe  mis- 
apprehenrfon  of  the  Senator  from  Sooth  CaroliMi  who 
fim  addrriKd  Ihe  Senate,  and  flattered  myaelf  that  I 
hid  MtiiAed  him;  but  hii  colleague  hai  to-day  hllen  into 
a  nmihr  mitlafce,  and  I  now  beg  leave  to  aet  him  right 
abo.  I  never  thought,  and  tnerrfure  t\o  not  think  I 
could  have  ever  taid.  that  a  convention  was  •omelhinr 
undefined  and  undefinable.  On  the  contrary,  I  stated 
Omt  it  waa  an  aaaembl^  of  all  the  personi  of  a  given 
comawiuHy,  in  person,  or  by  their  acknowledjfed  agents 
or  repreaentativMf  that  it  waa  perfiectly  certain  in  its  ex- 
iMence.  and  in  power  irresistible.  I  did  say.  and  do  still 
ssyi  that  how  it  is  to  be  gotten  together  is  a  matter  ^o- 
getter  undefined  by  any  lawt  but,  when  got  together, 
tu  identity  was  a  tiling  of  the  most  absolute  certainty, 
and  in  m  country  situated  like  Michigan,  so  far  as  its  own 
pco^  were  concemetl,  supposing  the  authority  of 
Co^greM  sat  of  the  question,  altogether  omnipotent. 
Has  a  eoavention  been  hoMen  in  Michigan?  That 
aomdhing  of  t^  kind  has  been  hoMen*  no  one  deniesi 
bat  the  diflTerenoe  opinion  seems  to  turn  on  the  na- 
ture of  the  assembly  at  Ann  Arbor.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolnu,  with  that  delicacy  which  usually  charac- 
teriaea  the  initiatory  steps  to  an  argument,  said  be  would 
not  Call  it  a  caucus.  But  as  men  grow  warmer  in  ail- 
ment, they  generally  grow  bolder  in  asserliont  and,  ae- 
uacdiiigly,  in  a  wnj  lev  breaths,  the  Senator  flatly  calls 
it  a  caucus,  with  a  view,  doubtlesa  to  brand  it  with  a  vety 
o&Nis  name.   But  I  will  press  this  oiatter  no  briber. 

Mr.  President,  nty  object  in  riung  at  the  commence, 
ment  of  this  debate  was  simply  to  state  what  I  conceived 
to  be  the  true  qnestions  presenting  themselves  on  the 
biS  before  ua.  I  had  observed  what  I  conceived  to  be 
a  vicious  habit  in  this  body  to  be  exceedingly  discunnve 
in  dehatr,  io  bring  all  soHs  of  things  to  bear  upon  all 
Borta  of  question^  and  eapedal^  to  invohre  every  mat- 
ter in  the  vortex  of  parly  politics.  Now,  sir,  conceiv- 
ing myself  to  be  a  new  member,  with  a  mind  not  yet 
conlamianted  by  these  viciou*  practice^  I  thought  I  was 
able  to  see  without  bias  the  true  pwnts  in  controversy, 
and  I  accordingly  roae  to  present  th«m  to  the  Senate, 
and  supposed,  when  this  was  done,  my  task  was  fiilfil- 
led.  But  I  fin^  Mr,  I  have  been  engaged  in  advocating 
trwssn  and  revohitibn,  as  some  gentlemen  think,  and 
tmn  been  moat  unexpectedly  called  out  to  reaeue  my- 
self  from  misapprehension,  and  am  now  forced  in  some 
degree  to  ftll  into  the  practice  I  have  condemned  in 
others,  and  touch  upon  a  sidtject  which  haa  nolUng  in 
the  world  to  do  with  the  bill  before  us. 

The  BoHimore  convention  has  been  alluded  to,  and, 
as  «-«al,  for  purposes  of  denunobtion.  In  looking 
romad  this  asseably,  I  see  no  one  who  had  Ihe  honor  or 
■irfuitone,  ti  the  ease  omy  be.  to  have  been  a  member 
of  that  body.  For  mysetf.  I  must  plead  guilty  to  the 
charge.  But  eertainly,  sir.  when  1  went  there  I  was 
entirely  uneoaseioua  of  any  criminal  intent.  I  did  not 
conceive  that  1  was.  in  any  way,  violating  the  laws  and 
coMlilutiea  of  my  country,  or  Mibjecting  myself  to  be 
siia^mid  aa  a  tnutor  to  either.  I  thought  I  was  merely 
exer^og  the  ptivileg*  of  a  free  citizen,  to  go  where  I 
pleaeed,  and  meet  whom  I  pleased,  for  the  purpose  of 
cunsuhing  on  maticra  in  which  we  had  a  cotnroon  rigfat 
to  act.  A  few  of  our  feUov-dtizens^  in  their  respective 
parts  of  the  country,  srleeicd  us  to  meet  at  Ballhxorr. 


and  asoertun  by  conference  who  amoi^  the  many  dis' 
tinguidied  feUoW'<itizens  sea'tered  over  our  wide  ex' 
lent  of  country  had  been  most  decided  In  thrir  adhe' 
rence  to  sound  republican  princnples,  best  qualified  to  fill 
the  two  highest  oflicea  In  our  gift  aa  a  nation,  and  moit 
likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the  prople  at  large.  We  met. 
we  conferred,  and  two  distinguished  individual  ss  ths 
result  of  our  deliberations,  were  named  and  recommend- 
ed to  the  people  of  Ihe  United  Stale*.  We  did  not  pre- 
tend to  any  power  of  coertion.  and  did  not  imagine  tliat 
any  one  would  impute  to  as  suob  power.  K  was  Uti  to 
the  fl'ee  people  of  this  Union  to  ratify  or  annul  thtt 
choice  we  had  made.  We  did  not  feel  ourselves  in  thtt 
possession  of  any  means  of  coercion.  We  bad  not  anjr 
phyiical  force  to  command,  nor  the  control  of  treasure 
wherewith  to  purchase  suffrages.  We  did  nothing  birt 
publish  a  small  pamphlet,  setting  (brth  what  we  had 
done,  and  coMty  laying  before  the  public  the  reasons  why 
we  believed  the  persons  we  had  named  ought  to  hava 
the  support  of  their  fellow.citizeas.  But  .it  hsa  been 
said  we  were  offlce.holdera  and  offlce^teekers,  and  our 
object  was  the  acquisition  of  officrs,  or  the  perpetuity  of 
those  already  poasfssed.  Por  himself,  (laid  Mr.  S.,}  he 
was  St  Ihe  time  the  holder  of  an  office  under  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  but  he  had  never  imagined  its  perpetui- 
ty depended  upon  the  results  of  the  Baltimore  conven- 
lion,  for  it  was  an  office  for  life.  And,  as  to  having  had 
any  thing  personal  in  expectancy,  b«  couM,  with  a  clear 
eontcience,  repel  the  imputation)  and.  In  demanding  of 
the  oppositim  to  believe  him  rincere,  he  required  vtfi' 
ing  more  than  the  same  courtesy  he  extended  to  llV>. 
As  a  parly,  he  believed  the  opposition  sincere'in  their 
opinions.  Tu  many  individuals  of  that  party  he  had  no 
doubt  it  would  be  a  most  alarming  exposure  to  have 
their  hearts  opened  to  public  gazei  but  ibe  bulk  of  the 
parly,  he  doubted  not,  were  sincere,  and  might  posrib^ 
be  right  in  the  vsrious  points  of  difhrence  between  then 
and  thoae  with  whom  he  acted.  If  they  were  right,  be 
Inisted  in  God  they  would  yet  triumph  over  us.  But 
believing,  as  I  do,  that  they  are  wrong,  I  will  nunful^ 
strive  against  them  with  all  the  means  in  my  power. 
The  Baltimore  convention  was  one  of  those  mesns,  and  I 
heartily  rejoice  that  it  has  so  Air  been  suceessfnl. 

A  variety  of  other  topics,  lie  said,  had  been  refitrred 
to,  equally  impertinent  to  the  subject  in  band,  yet  ha 
would  not  go  into  tliemj.  but,  finding  himself  standing 
alone  of  the  600  men  who  constituted  tlie  Baliimore 
convention,  he  thought  it  but  reasonable  that  he  should 
have  said  thus  much  in  its  vindication,  when  he  heard  It 
so  unnecessarily  assailed. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  regretted  tliathe  felt  constrained 
again  to  detain  the  Senate  wiih  a  few  observations  In  re- 
p^  to  what  had  bllen  from  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoor.]  He  bad  laid  it  down  as  a 
rule  for  himself,  when  he  entered  this  body,  never  to 
obtrude  himself  upon  its  notice,  unless  when  placed  un- 
der the  necessity  of  duty.  Such  waa  now  his  condition! 
and  he  rose  merely  for  the  purpose  of  putting  himself 
right  in  regard  to  some  portions  of  that  Senator's  re- 
marks. 

These  remarks  had  been  made  in  that  gentlennn'g 
verr  best  manneri  they  were  specimens  whim  proceed- 
ed nom  a  master's  hand.  He  (Mr.  B.)  could  scarcely 
cherish  the  hope  of  obtaining,  for  what  he  bad  to  offer 
in  reply,  the  profound  attention  which  the  Senator  had 
comnundrd.  He  would  ask  that  gentleman,  however, 
to  hear  him  in  a  candid  spirit,  and  to  correct  him,  in 
case  be  had  misapprehended  any  of  his  arguments. 

The  Senator  had  undertaken,  as  he  often  did.  to  be- 
come a  prophet)  and,  aa  a  reason  for  It,  had  observed 
that  it  was  more  the  habN  of  his  mind  to  hmk  to  the  lii- 
ture,  than  to  give  minute  allentiiHreiUier  to  ilw  past  or 
the  present.   The  Scna^t|}^  «fV^|0^>C)|gf@K  «vl- 
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dence  of  tbe  »uth«nticitT  of  ItU  inpirmtion  in  bw  rewin- 
bfauief,  tn  one  partieunr,  to  tbe  ancient  praplietB  of 
iMvel.  Like  them,  tie  tlmott  •Iwij*  foreboded  ill  and 
threatened  cBlamUies.  Mr.  B.  Iruited  that  the  ominous 
prediction!  of  the  f^entleman  would  never  be  fulfiilrdi 
and  rare  he  w>*  ihit  no  one  would  more  rejuice,  ahould 
they  prove  falce,  than  he  who  had  uttered  them. 

.The  Senator  had  aet  out  with  an  argument,  tbe  aim  of 
which  was  to  convict  the  majority  of  tbe  Senate  of  grou 
ineonMitencyi  but  Mr.  B.  muat  eonfesa  that  he  bad  been 
unable*  from  some  cause,  perhapa  the  oblueeneH  of  liis 
own  intellect,  to  perceive  ita  force.  He  had  represented 
himself  (Ur.  B.)  as  having  contended  tliat  Micli'gan  was 
not  a  Slate,  even  after  Congress  had  recognised  her 
Stitte  constitution.  This  amimption  was  the  basis  of 
tbe  genllcman's  entire  srgument.  Now,  Mr.  B.  had 
never  tiiken  any  such  ground.  Directly  the  reverse. 
Id  his  former  remarks  he  had,  throughout,  tnated  Uicbi- 
Kmn  as  a  Stale,  although  not  one  of  the  confederate 
Statea  of  ibis  Union.  She  had  sdopted  every  measure 
necessary  to  become  such,  with  a  single  exception. 
Her  constitution  and  all  her  proceedinKi  had  received 
the  sanction  of  Congress;  and  her  actual  admission  as  s 
State  into  this  Union  waa  only  suspended  until  tbe  should 
give  her  conaent  to  tbe  change  which  we  had  proposed 
in  her  boundsrirs.  She  wss  then  a  SUtet  but  not  a  eon- 
rederate  Slate.  This  is  tbe  true  distinction.  The  Gen- 
eral Government  was  in  treaty  vith  her  as  a  State,  not 
Ma  Territory,  concerning  the  terms  of  heractualadmis- 
stog  into  this  great  naitonal  confederacy.  This  pbin 
i^^ment  of  the  case  itself  affords  an  answer  to  almost 
every  ar^ment  which  has  been  u^fed  by  tbe  Senator. 

Even  if  he  (Mr.  B.)  were  disposed  to  admit  the  irreg- 
ularity of  the  convention  heM  at  Ann  Arbor,  which  be 
was  no't  still,  upon  the  Senator's  avowed  principles,  he 
might  vole  for  this  bill  to  admit  Michigan  into  thcUnion, 
provided  he  believes  that  the  assent  of  a  majority  of  her 
people  haa  been  fairly  given  to  the  terms  which  had 
been  proposed  by  Congresa.  Upon  these  very  princi- 
ples, he  might  waive  this  irrrgularily,  and  act  as  though 
all  her  proceedings  hsd  been  strictly  according  to  the 
most  approved  forms.  He  admits  ttwt,  alibough  he  be- 
lievea  tbe  movement  of  tbe  people  of  Hidiinn,  tn  form- 
ing a  Slate  eonst'ilulion  for  tbemselvea  without  tbe  pre- 
vious aulhoriiy  of  Congress,  was  revolutionary  in  its 
nature,  yet  we  might,  if  we  thought  proper,  waive  Ibis 
irregularity,  and  recognise  the  validity  of  Ihtir  proceed- 
ings. Was  not  tbe  same  rule  which  applies  to  the  one 
case  equally  applicable  to  the  other'  If  we  may  waive 
aucb  irregularitiea  in  forming  a  constitution,  why  shall 
we  not  waive  similar  irregulsriitea  in  changing  the 
boundarica  fixed  by  that  eonstitutkmf  Tbe  two  ca 
arepreciiely  parallet. 

Tne  Senator  had  contended  that  the  proceedings  pre- 
vious to  Uie  assembly  of  the  convention  which  formed  the 
conatitution  of  Michigan  were  irregular;  and  to  'his  prop- 
osition Mr.  0.,  in  part,  assented.  He  thought  it  would 
have  been  belter  had  a  previous  law  been  enacted  by  Con- 
gress, authorizing  the  formation  of  a  constitution  by  the 
people  of  the  Territory.  But,  year  after  year,  tbeae 
people  had  been  knocking  at  our  doors,  urging  their 
prayers  and  their  complaints;  but  both  these  prsyers  and 
tliese  complsinis  had  been  iliaregarJed.  Finding  that 
Congress  would  pau  no  such  la>v,  they  hsd  at  lengih 
taken  the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  as  Tennessee  bad 
done  before.  We  possessed  the  undoubted  power  of 
waiving  this  irregularity,  and  we  had  wwved  it,  by  tbe 
act  of  the  last  session,  approving  of  their  eonstitution. 
We  ought  now  to  do  the  ^ame  in  regard  to  the  last  con* 
ventiont  especially  aa  it  appears  tiiat  the  whole  body  of 
the  people  have  assented  to  their  proceedingsi  not  one 
word  of  remonatrance  or  complaint  having  reached  the 
Senate  froa  tny  quarter.  He  would  pat  it  to  tbe  Sen 


alor  whether,  after  all  that  had  passed,  he  vouM  aoe 
be  willing  to  force  those  people  to  commence  sgiii^  Is 
annul  all  that  had  been  done,  and  to  compel  tbe«  to 
form  a  new  constitution.  But,  as  Mr.  B.  did  Mt  bc&ete 
that  tbe  proceedings  of  the  last  convention  wcrs  dihir 
revolutlonsry  or  irregular,  he  should  not  mt  the  caic  sa 
this  ground  alone,  though  it  would  be  amply  suflieiral. 

He  agreed  with  the  Senator  aa  to  the  fad  that  MiclH- 
gan  was  now  a  State,  though  not  a  confedostc  Stale; 
but  there  had  been  another  propoMtion  advanced  bjr  Wm, 
to  which  he  never  could  yield  hb  assent.  Tbe  ScMliir 
had  contended  Uiat  a  Tenftory,  sftv  it  bad  adopted  i 
constitution  in  purraance  of  an  authority  granted  hj  Cm- 
gross  for  that  purpose,  would  rise  up  at  once  iate  ibe 
rank  of  a  sovereign  and  irtdependent  Slate,  no  loopr 
subject  to  the  control  of  this  Government.  What,  wt^ 
Would  ibe  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  for  example,  if  Gas- 
grcsB  hsd  authoiixed  her  to  form  a  oonatitutioo,  aad  ihi 
had  adopted  one  of  ■  republican  character,  ftcci  tbi 
moment  become  a  sovereign  and  independent  Staled 
Could  she  then  refuse  to  enter  the  Union'  Could  ibc 
dispose  of  her  public  lands  within  her  limitsf  CobU  ifac 
coin  money,  and  perform  every  other  act  pertaiain;  ts 
an  independent  aovereigntyf  Did  gentlemen  iateu  ts 
push  their  doctrine  of  State  rights  to  tuch  an  eztmr, 
and  thus  enable  every  Territory  to  rise  up  into  a  bnp 
State,  and  put  Congress  and  the  Union  at  dcBancc?  K 
this  doctrine  be  not  revoluUonaTy  with  a  vcagoace,  he 
did  not  know  uhat  could  be  so  called.  No,  sir.  Our 
Territories  belong  to  us.  'Ittey  are  integral  parts  of  Ac 
nation.  We  authorise  their  people  to  erect  theMstm 
into  States,  subject  to  our  approttationi  but  until  iht 
actually  enter  the  Union,  they  continue  in  a  lubotdiMli 
condition,  and  are  subject  to  our  eontrol. 

Tbe  Senator  contends  that  tbeie  Terriloriei  osiw* 
enter  tbe  Union  without  having  prerioasly  bcM*' 
States,  because  as  Slates  they  must  be  sdmiued  M 
modo,  this  may  be  true.  But  wbsiever  thejr  oisybt 
called,  they  do  not  become  confederate  States  anlS  Ikt 
very  instant  they  are  received  into  the  Union,  by  viriw 
of  an  act  of  Congress.  If  this  be  not  Ibe  easr,  iNca 
tbe  preliminary  proceedings,  which  we  autltarise  ibm 
to  adopt  for  tbe  purpose  of  beeoning  States 
converted  into  the  very  means  of  enabling  then  to  we 
off  our  aullioiity  altogether. 

But  what  is  the  proposition  which  lies  at  ibe  rtrj 
of  the  Senator's  whole  ailment  against  (be  bill-'  I  ^b- 
derstand  it  to  be,  that  when  any  Commonwealth  enU 
under  an  organic  taw,  and  has  by  it  created  a  l^pai- 
ture,  without  the  previous  assent  of  the  Legiriature  m 
convention  can  be  rigtitfully  held  within  its  UwU^ 
that  if  such  a  convention  shiauld  be  held,  the  laovriKH 
would  be  revolutionary,  and  its  edicti^  In  their  vflT 
ture,  would  be  unauthorised  and  lyrancical.  _ 

If  this  pmpoiition  be  universally  true,  then  it  foM*^ 
as  a  necesssry  consequence,  that  no  matter  to  whatff' 
tent  tbe  regidarly  organised  Government  of  a  Sisis  « 
nation  may  be  guilty  ctf  tyranny  and  oppreaMon, 
Government  mint  first  i^ve  its  assent,  before  the  pcof" 
can  bold  a  convention  for  the  redress  of  ^rieraDCC^  ■'■ 
in  a  word,  can  exerciae  the  unalienable  rigliis  of  m*"! 
The  fate  of  the  people,  it  seems,  muat  forever  depw 
upon  the  'will  of  the  very  Legislature  which  oppK*^ 
them,  and  their  liberties  can  only  be  restored  «ben  v» 
legislature  may  be  pleased  to  grant  ibem  pcrnmsM 
asumble  in  convention.  1  had  not  '''PP^'*^^f^^ 
such  proposition  would  ever  hie  seriously  conteadeo  w 
in  this  chamber.  It  is  directly  at  war  with  tbe  decltn* 
lion  of  Ameriean  independence,  which  declares  w 
"  we  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evidrnt— that  sU 
are  created  equalt  that  they  are  endowed  by  »h«»*;T 
ator  with  certain  uoaUenaUc  riglUt  that  anipng  incM  >" 
life,  liberty,  anil  tb^|ft^,«@l:I1^  I?"-  • 
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e«M  tbcae  ri^ihu,  goveniiBentt  are  imtitated  Knwng  men, 
deriTH^  tbcir  jtiit  pmren  from  the  consent  of  the  gor- 
cnied(  ihat  wbenever  wnj  fens  gorernmeiit  beeomet 
datruotira  tbcte  enda»  it  b  the  right  of  the  people  to 
ther  or  to  abdbh  it,  utd  to  iiutitute  a  new  goremment, 
kyiDf  its  CoaiHlation  on  tach  principles,  ina  orgtnizing 
■Is  powers  in  soch  form,  u  to  them  shsll  seem  most  like* 
ly  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness.'* 

[Mr.  Caimvw,  ioterporing,  laldi  "Certainlyi'it  is  a 
rctoliiliowary  right !"] 

Here  (leanaed  Hr.  B-)  is  a  rwbt  pbinly  recognised 
in  tUs  iBBwrtnl  state  paper,  whlen  we  all  regard  as  the 
eharterofonr  oommon  Uberties.  Is  it  not,  then,  manifest 
ttat  the  SeiNrtw  bas  taken  s  position  where  he  stsnds  in 
direct  and  open  oppontion  to  every  principle  of  the 
American  Berolution?  Why,  sir,  bad  we  not  established 
QoTCmaients  at  the  moment  oar  conrentiona  were  held,' 
Was  not  the  character  of  these  Oovemmenta,  in  the 
■am,  just  and  equitable?  We  went  to  war  for  a  princi- 
idt,  m-  tfie  just  and  ^orkms  principle  tibat  there  rttall 
be  no  lantioa  without  representationt  and  in  support  of 
Ibis  prindpl^  the  people  of  **tbe  old  thirteen,"  without 
sa^  pfwnoBS  kf^htive  act,  did  bold  contentions  and 
OoBgrcMes  at  tbeir  pleasure.  Our  Tery  rights  to  seats 
vpriM  tUa  flow  rert  upon  wbal  be  calls  rcvolutionsry 
priMipta. 

[Mr.  Cua«D«.  Certunly:  I  nerer  denied  the  right  of 
refobitioBt  I  contended  for  it.  All  our  imtitutioM  rest 
cm  ttal  i%btt  they  are  the  fruits  of  revolation.  That 
wm  tbe  venr  proposition  wUefa  led  to  tbe  rcTolutionary 
war.  I  pia  that  a  oonventlon  of  the  people  had  power 
to  pot  up  and  to  throw  down  anyand  every  form  of  gor- 
entment;  hot  that  is,  ^  er,  a  revolution.] 

The  gentleman  (resumed  Mr.  B.)  did  say  that  he 
gloried  in  the  right  of  rebellion.  Dors  he  contend, 
Iben,  that  if,  in  one  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  the  Gov- 
eiwftwt  be  ao  oi^niaed  as  utterly  to  destnnr  the  riglit 
of  eiiaal  represenlsticm,  there  is  no  mode  of  obtaining 
redraa  hat  by  an  act  of  the  Legislatare  authorizing  a 
cenvention,  or  by  open  rebeinonf  Must  tbe  people 
step  at  once  from  oppreirion  to  oprn  warf  Muit  it  be 
eitber  absolute  submitsion,  or  absolute  revolution  f  Is 
there  no  middle  course'  I  cannot  agree  with  tbe  Sen- 
ator. I  say  that  the  whole  history  of  our  Government 
catabBahea  the  principle  that  the  pef^le  are  sovereign, 
and  thai  u  majority  of  them  can  alter  or  change  their 
%ndamentil  laws  at  pleuure.  I  deny  that  this  is  eitber 
rcbcirion  or  revolution.  It  is  an  essentisl  and  a  recogni- 
aed  principle  in  all  our  forms  of  government. 

To  be  sure,  I  should  be  one  of  the  last  men  in  the 
United  States  who  would  desire  to  see  such  a  right  oneii 
exerted.  I  admit  that  there  is  great  propriety  and  con- 
veMenee  in  having  tbe  Le^slaiurs  to  6z  the  time,  and 
^hte.  and  mod^  of  calling  a  eonventioni  because  it  ia 
dfSealt  for  the  pei^le  to  effect  tbeir  purpose  without 
seMc  such  provirioD.  Such  baa  been  the  general  prac- 
tfoe;  but  I  insist  upon  the  right  of  tbe  people  to  proceed 
without  any  kgislative  interference  or  agency  whatever. 

I  shall  now,  though  with  great  regret  that  the  topic 
bas  been  introdocrd,  attend  to  what  bas  been  said  by 
the  Senator  in  relnUoa  to  Maryland.  He  did  not  ez- 
presriy  assert,  but  he  left  it  to  be  inferred,  that  I  bad 
aaid  At  Maryland  electors  were  right  In  the  course  which 
ihcf  pmsued.  I  aaid  no  such  thii^.  I  expressed  no 
opiMaii  on  tbe  mrtter.  On  tbe  contrary,  1  declared  that 
I  should  not  uftdertake  to  be  a  judge  of  other  men'a  oon- 
saencesi  nor  would  I  here  undertake  to  canvass  the  con- 
duct of  iodividuala  in  relation  to  the  Government  of  a 
wereign  Stale  of  this  UiUeo,  of  which  they  were  ctti- 
icu*.  TMb  is  net  tbe  proper  forum  fbr  such  a  debate. 
I  also  aaerted  that  tbe  course  of  these  eleotors  bad 
MtWair  in  the  world  to  do  with  tbe  admiaiion  of  Michi- 
goD  into  tbe  UoioiK 


The  question  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  Msryland 
electors,  in  refusing  to  execute  tbe  trust  for  which  they 
had  been  chosen,  ta  one  tbingt  that  of  the  right  of  the 
people  of  Maryland  to  alter  their  State  Government,  ia 
another.  It  presenta  an  entirely  different  eaae.  Were  I 
placed  in  a  utuation  which  rendered  it  my  duty  to  main- 
tain this  right  in  behalf  of  that  people,  I  believe  I  should 
be  able  to  do  it  successfully.  I  should  then  contend  that, 
being  sovereign  within  their  own  limits,  they  had  a  right 
to  control  their  owa  destinies,  and  change  tbe  form  of 
tbeir  own  Ooremaent  at  pleasure.  If  I  were  the  citi- 
xen  of  a  State,  and  resided  tn  a  city  or  county  where  my 
vole  was  equivalent  only  to  the  one  thirtieth  orone  tfxth 
of  the  vote  of  another  citizen,  in  angther  cit^  or  county, 
whilst  I  paid  tbe  same  taxes,  as  is  the  case  in  some  por- 
tions of  Maryland,  I  should  certainly  use  all  my  efforts  to 
perBuade  the  Legislature  to  call  a  convention  for  (he 
purpose  of  redressing  a  grievance  so  enormous.  If  the 
Legislature  should  absolutely  refuse  to  grant  this  just 
request,  1  should  then  endeavor  to  persuade  the  peo> 
pie  to  hold  a  convention  of  their  own.  I  would  not  stir 
them  up  to  sedition  or  rebellioni  but  1  would  call  upon 
tbem  peaceably  and  quteily  to  exert  their  own  sovereign 
authority  in  effecting  a  change  in  their  form  of  govern- 
ment. I  cannot,  therefore,  condemn  in  others  what  I 
know  in  oiy  own  conscience  I  should  du  myself,  under 
similar  circumstances.  As  it  is,  however,  (he  people  of 
Maryland  have  the  exclurive  r^ht  to  conuder  and  de- 
dde  this  question  for  tbcmaelves.  If  they  are  content 
*ilfa  their  form  of  government,  I  have  no  right  to  com* 
pliun.  It  affects  tbem,  not  met  and  1  have  been  led  ^to 
these  remarka  purely  on  the  principle  of  self-defence. 
I  do  not  apprehend  tbe  slightest  danger  that  they  will 
act  rashly.  I  know,  from  the  character  of  (he  American 
people,  (o  use  the  language  of  (be  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, that  they  "are  mure  dispoaed  to  suffer  while 
evils  are  sufferable,  than  to  right  Ihemsdves  by  aboliab* 
ing  the  forms  to  which  they  are  accustomed." 

I  shall  eerlainly  not  discuss  with  (be  Senstor  tbe 
merits  of  the  constitution  of  South  Carolina.  It  may  be, 
and  doubtless  is,  all  which  be  represents  it.  I  shall  not 
controvert  the  proposition  that  it  bas  established  the 
best  form  of  government  for  South  Csrolinsi  because  1 
sni  comparatively  ignorant  of  ita  provisions.  We  have 
at  least  one  strong  proof  that  it  bas  worked  well  in  prae- 
tiee,  in  the  fact  that  ihis  Stale  bas  ever  sent  an  able  and 
distinguished  representation  to  Congress. 

It  is  very  true  thst  I  did  introduce  the  subject  of  nnl- 
liflcation  in  my  former  remarks,  but  it  was  strictly  upon 
the  principle  of  a  just  retaliation.  I  had  then,  and  have 
nov,  no  disposition  to  dwell  upon  this  topic.  Some  of 
the  leaders  of  the  nullification  parly,  I  am  proud  (o  be- 
lieve, I  may  number  among  my  friends.  Wi(h  more 
than  one  of  them  1  had  the  honor  of  serving  in  tlie  utiier 
House  of  Congress,  in  trying  limes.  I  ceHainly  feel  no 
dispofttion  to  ssy  a  word  wbieb  might  wound  their  feel- 
ings. 1  have  alwsya  tbouglit,  and  still  think,  ibe  Slate 
of^&outb  Carolina  was  wrong)  yet  1  am  glad  she  has  got 
out  of  her  difficulties  in  such  handsome  style.  1  am  now 
about  to  propose  a  bargi^n  to  the  Senator,  which  is,  thst 
if  be  will  never  allude,  upon  this  floor,  to  the  domestic 
concerns  of  my  Slste,  I  shall  be  guided  by  the  same  rule 
in  regard  to  his. 

[Mr.  Cuaouir  aaid  he  was  perfectly  agreed  to  strike 
such  a  bargain  with  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania.] 

As  to  Michigan,  (said  Hr.  B..)  <<  is  prculiarty  unfortu- 
nate that  all  ber  difficuliiea  have  been  brought  upon  her 
in  conaequence  of  our  own  conduct.  Why  did  nut  tho 
Senator  sound  (be  alarm  at  the  laat  sesrion,  when  this 
admiarion  bill  waa  before  the  Senate,  and  proclaim  that 
we  were  about  to  reeomawnd  a  revolutioBary  measure  to 
ber  pet^ef  Tlmt  waa  the  approariale  time  for  him  lo 
btve  urged  Uiit  objeclioigitized  by  VjOOQ  IC 
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(Mr.  Cautovs  TOM  tocxplain.  He  reminded  Mr.  B. 
'  of  the  lite  bour  at  wliieh  the  bUI  had  PW"wl.  He  had 
■poken  tfam  and  apiini  in  (he  oourae  of  the  dabalc,  and 
ftlt  reluctant  again  to  occupy  the  Boort  and  the  partioe- 
lar  reaion  why  he  liad  not  itited  thli  point  or  objection 
war,  that,  acrarding  to  bis  conception,  the  word  convert- 
/ton  iigoiGed  a  meetings  or  the  people,  duly  convened 
thnH^  the  action  of  their  own  coratituted  autboiittea. 
So  he  undentood  (he  law,  and  to  tlie  people  of  MIobigan 
undentood  it,  as  tb^  action  ■bowed.] 

Mr.  Bdchaitab  rcfDined.  The  bill,  u  it  originally 
atood,  required  the««entof  the  E^gitlature  of  Michi- 
gaat  but  tbia  elaute  was  unanimouaty  stricken  out,  and 
the  content  of  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the 
people  was  substituted  In  its  place,  by  a  unanimous  vole 
ef  the  Senate.  The  bill,  as  it  passed,  contMns  no  refer, 
ence  to  any  interposition  by  the  Legi>lature. 

[Mr.  Cauioov  again  explained.  It  was  indeed  certain 
that  the  Legikhlure  ooiild  not  give  tlieir  asKiit  to  the 
conditions  of  that  bill,  because  those  conditions  touched 
the  State  conilitation  on  the  question  of  boundary,  and. 
therefore,  no  power  could  assent  to  those  condition!,  but 
a-power  which  was  equal  to  that  which  made  the  consti- 
tution. This  cuuk)  be  done  only  by  a  convention)  and, 
in  pfMnt  of  fact,  it  had  been  ■  convention  which  conmd. 
tnd  it.  A  convention  regularly  called  was  competent 
to  consiilar  and  decide  upon  it,  and  it  Is  a  great  mistake 
to  think  otherwise.  But  sure^,  ifa  rrgulw  convention 
was  incompetent  (o  assent,  and  thereby  change  thr  Slate 
constitution,  the  meeting  at  Ann  Arbor  could  not  be 
eempelcnt.] 

Mr.  BccuAiri^ii  returned.  I  trust  that,  ere  long,  we 
shall  get  to  understand  each  other,  i  was  about  to  prove 
that  tlie  Senate,  at  its  last  sestron,  unanimously  deter- 
mined in  favor  of  the  principle  which  the  gentleman 
now  denounces  at  revolutionary.  What  did  we  then 
(lecidef  Without  a  dittenting  voice  It  was  then  admitted 
that  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  under  her  constitution, 
had  no  auttiority  to  give  its  assent  to  the  condition  con- 
tained in  our  bill.  How,  then,  was  the  asaent  of  the  State 
to  be  obtained.'  The  boundary  line  established  by  the 
constitution  was  to  be  changed^  (for  1  take  it  for  granted 
the  Senator  will  not  contend  that  the  reference  contain* 
ed  In  that  instrument  to  the  sot  of  Congreis  of  1805  did 
not  fix  the  boundary.)  How,  then,  I  ask  again,  was  the 
assent  of  the  State  to  this  new  boundary  to  be  obtained  f 
1'he  Legislature  was  out  of  the  question.  The  Senator 
liaa  not  contended  that  this  anent  could  only  be  obtained 
by  a  chanre  to  be  efTected  in  the  constiluiinn  of  Michi- 
gan,  according  to  the  forms  which  it  prescribe!.  All 
that  he  requires  it,  that  there  should  have  been  a  previ- 
ous act  of  the  Leg^turei  but  this  would  have  been  no 
eomplianee  wKh  the  organic  bw.  It  would  have  been 
in  direct  opposition  to  iti  aitd,  therefore,  I  would  ask, 
n  not  the  Senator  himself,  upon  hit  own  principlet,  at 
great  a  revolutionist  as  mytelf  or  any  other  member  of 
this  hodyf  If  this  change  of  boundary  could  only  have 
been  effected  by  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  in  the 
mode  prescribed  by  itself,  the  proceeding  would  have 
been  extremely  tedious,  involvti^r  a  delay  of  at  least  two 
yean,  ami  a  majority  two  thirds  of  both  braaches  of 
(he  Legislature  would  have  been  required.  Under  its 
provirions,  one  third  of  the  people  of  the  State  eouk> 
thus  have  prevented  it  from  assenting  te  tiie  conditions 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  from  entering  the  Union. 
How  was  the  gnrdian  knot  to  be  cutf  Only  by  the 
gre.t  revolutionary  principles,  if  the  Senator  will  have 
It  so,  of  referring  the  question  directly  to  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  in  a  convention  of 
delegates,  l^w  waa  the  course  which  the  Senate  took. 
It  was  the  only  course  left  for  us  to  Uke.  We  bad  no 
alternative  but  to  appeal  to  the  sovereign  |>ower.  Ay, 
air,  to  this  mad,  rcruhitionary  tribunal,  wbich  threatens 


with  destruclioo  all  that  we  hold  most  dear.  Tbii  iffml 
was  laade,  loo,  without  any  objcetkm  oa  the  put  af  tlu 
Senator  from  South  Caromia. 

And  now  let  me  ask,  is  Uiere  any  danger  in  recagaiu| 
Ihit  proceeding?  I  do  not  certainly  know  whether  iH  Ik 
requirite  forma  have  been  strictly  complied  wilhbjribe 
people  of  Michigan  in  the  election  of  delates  ud  is 
holding  the  cooventioni  but  sufficient  evidence  hm  km 
presented  to  satisfy  my  mind  as  to  (he  sabilaaee.  I 
riiall  not  again  repeat  the  fttcts.  I  will  now  barelf  ma- 
Hon  that  I  have  teen,  this  morning,  the  joorad  of  (he 
first  part  of  the  proceedings  of  this  convention,  eosnis- 
inr  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  votes  br  ihe 
delegates  had  been  canvaatedi  and  I  find  that  (bey  htn 
proceeded  with  the  same  forma aaare  observed  ianpH 
to  their  other  elections. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Car<4ina  has  aihtaetl 
one  moat  aatontahing  argument.  He  hdds  that,  beaiw 
there  were  ma  voles  given  against  amentmg  (o  the  enA- 
tion  proposed  by  Congress,  therefore,  the  ble  conn- 
tion  must  have  been  a  mere  parly  caucus.  Now,  I  w«aU 
draw  from  that  fiict  a  conclusion  directly  contrary. 
inference  would  be,  that  there  was  nobody  in  llic^!is 
disposed  to  vote  against  assenting  to  the  coaditioe.  Ns- 
body  there  has  complained  of  this  convcntioa  u  s  ki» 
lutionsi?  assembly,  or  sent  us  a  remonitrance  bccatieil 
was  held  without  a  previous  act  of  (be  Legitlsluie. 
tender  aenHbility  which  hu  been  manlMed,  ropeetiiv 
the  SUte  rights  of  the  people  of  Michigan,  hu  not  bMt 
fell  in  Michigan  itielf.  The  people  there  hsvcyelM 
be  enlightened  upon  this  subject.  1  have  never  yet  betrd 
of  one  disteoUng  voice;  and  I  believe,  for  a^id^ihit 
the  proceedings  of  the  convention  at  Ann  Arborliilr 
represent  the  feelings  of  the  people.  - 

The  aole  reason  why  1  did  not  vote  ftir  the  WM- 
ment  propose  d  by  tlw  Senator  from  South  Caniaa  m 
because  I  thought  it  necessary  to  ratify  the  aMatpfd 
by  the  convention,  in  order  to  put  at  rest  the  qatfita 
of  boundary.  Although  I  believe  that  the  bouMwyfi* 
of  Ohio,  liavii^  been  eatablisbed  by  act  of  Congm^ 
would  stand  without  the  consent  of  HichigaR,  yetlkM* 
loo  well  what  trouUc  and  difficulty  might  arias  ia  aM» 
test  of  this  nature,  between  two  sovereign  Stales  a» 
knowledging  no  common  umpire.  When  sndi  SIM 
■re  incidentally  brought  before  the  Supreme  Csartil 
parties  litigant  upon  such  a  queation,  their  eonlid  mf 
shake  this  Union  to  its  centre.  I  am  for  tetUiatf  itf 
queation  whilst  Michigan  it  yet  in  the  bud,  and  paiti^ 
at  rest  forever.  It  was  only  for  this  reason,  au  not  mt 
any  miserable  party  purpose,  that  1  opposed  the^^ 
man's  amendment.  I  believed  that  our  rea^faiuM  *■ 
the  assent  given  by  the  Ann  Arbor  convenlioa  It  w 
condition  whidi  Congma  bad  proposed,  was  neocMT 
to  make  a  final  end  ofthis  qocsfion.  It  was  for  tbit  ro- 
ton  that  1  could  not  vote  to  strike  out  the  preaoble. 

At  to  the  Baltimore  conrenlioo,  which  Ibe^  Scarior 
has  introduced  into  this  debate,  I  thall  say  nothing-  » 
1  was  not  a  member  of  that  body,  I  shall 
fence  of  its  proceedings  to  the  Semtor  from  NeHh  Cm*' 
■a,  [Mr.  SruBoa.] 

And  now,  air,  1  mi|^t  reply  to  aome  other  "Sfv^ 
which  have  been  urged  by  the  Senator  from  South  w- 
olinat  but  I  am  unwilling  loi^^er  lo  occupy  the  laM  <■ 
the  Senate.    I  should  not  have  addreaaed  you  rt  «"» ^ 
for  the  purpoae  of  putUi^  myself  right  in  rtgsrd  wm 
former  remarks.   The  Senator  in  some  P^'^fJV, 
■petch  has  employed— be  ia  in  the  habit  ufeeipwT^T! 
very  strong  lamuage^  which,  were  1  so  dispossd,  l  »t^ 
apply  to  myself.   As  it  was  general,  I  shall  not  proj^ 
it  was  thus  intended.    I  know  that  his  nature 
and,  when  addressing  the  Senate,  hit  fcdinff> 
exci(ed,  and  somethnea  carry  lui^  too  ft^  ,1^*^^ 
in  peace.   UponthB  grfe^^lQjTwggl^"* 


317 


OF  OKliATES  IN  CONGlUiSS. 


318 


Jav.  5,  1837.]  Jdimmm  of  Michigan.  [8b>ati. 


sow  MMidis  thoa^,  if  tbe  pMMDble  were  rcjedcd,  I 
ifcuUd  bttritaie  is  (o  what  eoune  I  augbt  to  punue. 

Mr,  CALHOUN  ben  reqaeMcd  •  few  words  of  «• 
pkiMitoti,  to  which  Mr.  Bdchabiv  st|^ifying  hi*  Msent, 
Mr.  C.  proceeded.  The  Senator  adnita  tbut  Hieh^o 
ka  SiMet  that,  wsiTiiig>  fonm,  she  wss  t  State  as  soon  as 
we  leftugniseJ  ber  conslilutioD.  I  wish,  then,  to  aik  the 
honorable  Senator  whether  he  holds  that  Congress  has  a 
rifcfat  to  call  ■  coiiTention  within  a  State. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  To  that  question  1  answer,  no. 
Bmpliaticaily,  no.  Obagress  has  no  nwre  right  to  call  a 
cBQfciittuB  in  South  Carolina  tbsD  in  the  moon.  Bat» 
befare  the  Slate  of  Michigan  has  entered  the  Union, 
Cmgiess  possesses  the  power  of  proposing  to  her  a  con- 
dtins,  upoB  a  compliance  with  which  the  shall  be  admit- 
ted. The  propwstion  thus  presented  sbe^msy  accept  or 
njeet«  according  to  her  »ill  and  pleasure)  and  the  may 
seecpt  it,  if  she  thinks  proper,  by  means  of  a  convention 
of  deknles  elected  for  that  purpose,  in  the  manner 
ptopwed  to  bar  by  Congress. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Then  1  would  further  ask  theSen- 
Hor.  baa  Congress  a  right  to  t^er  a  proposition  to  tbe 
people  oT  a  State,  without  addressing  their  Legislature  f 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  Under  the  circumsUnces  in 
•tncih  Michigan  stood,  Congress,  in  my  opinion,  had 
tbe  vi^M.  to  make  the  proposition  which  they  did  make 
al  tbe  last  sswian,  and  it  was  for  tbe  people  of  Hiebigan, 
ta  Ibeir  aometgn  capacity,  to  assent  or  diasent,  as  they 
Ibe^br  proper. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Congress  his  a  right  to  make  prop- 
osilieaa  to  ber  constituted  authorities,  and  the  poeple 

Miofaigan  so  understood  our  act. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN.  The  Senator  will  pardon  me  for 
toolrMliding  him.  The  people  of  Michigan  did  not  so 
understand  our  act.  One  of  the  very  first  sets  of  the 
SrsI  comrentioa  was  to  declare  that  the  Legislature  had 
m  rifht  to  call  that  convention.  The  sorereign  people 
of  Michigan  tbemselTCs  objected  loany  interpoiition  of 
Ibeir  I^gislalnre. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Tbrn  the  whole  matler  amounts  to 
Ibis:  when  a  State  has  provided  a  regular  course  for 
unending  ber  own  constitution,  and  the  Slste  does  not 
ehooee  to  call  a  convention  in  conformity  with  that  eon- 
Aitulion,  Congress  may  call  a  CMiveationin  that  State  to 
liter  ber  State  constitution. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  (i"  *n  under  tone.)  This  may  be 
ihe  gentleman's  infrrencet  it  is  not  mine. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  mid  that,  before  the 
question  was  put  upon  the  hill,  he  would  aak  the  atten- 
tion of  tbe  Senate  while  he  ofTcred  one  or  two  reasons 
for  tbe  vole  be  was  about  to  give.  1  voted  (mid  Mr.  U.) 
St  dw  last  session  in  the  negative,  and  propose  now  to 
give  a  vole  which  I  deem  to  be  consent  with  that.  I 
ibdl  csdeavor  in  all  cases  to  be  eon^tent  with  myself, 
whetber  I  a<a  right  or  wrong.  I  gave  Ihe  vole  alluded 
la  from  a  conviction  that  it  wai  a  prnper  one,  and  I 
■baD  give  a  voto  now  which  I  am  equally  convinced  is  in 
the  course  of  my  duty  here.  We  have  come  here  in 
obedience  to  the  will  of  our  ctMistituents,  and  what  for' 
There  is  but  one  rule  of  duty,  and  it  applies  equally  to 
OS  aB.  I  bave  beard  many  subjects  drawn  into  this  dis- 
c— iaii,  and  wbMi  bad  some,  though  a  very  remote, 
spplieation  to  it|  but  here  we  are  under  only  one  great 
rule  of  duty.  Before  we  can  addrem  this  body,  we  are 
obliged  to  go  to  that  table  and  swear,  before  Him  who  is 
ia«iatt»lc,  that  we  will  support  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Stoles.  Who  exscU  this  duty  from  us^  Is  it  not 
tbe  people  of  this  countryf  And  is  not  this  the  first  and 
iraieat  and  higfaest  duty  we  have  to  perform  on  this 
floor*  It  is  idle  to  tolk  of  sovereigns  above  tbe  conatito- 
tion  or  below  it.  Yon  bave  but  one  guide,  ami  that  is 
ygur  bindi^  eompact.  You  bave  «i  ngbt  to  ktrnw  any 
oiber  imiil  that  power  which  created  tbis  rule  shall  alter 


or  amend  it.  What,  then,  is  the  quesUon  here?  At  a 
former  session  of  Congrem  a  portion  of  our  popuUUoo, 
dainung  to  be  a  State,  presented  themselves  before  us* 
with  a  eonaiitution  in  their  band,  and  asked  for  admis* 
sion  into  the  Union.  It  is  a  great  question,  and  I  can* 
not  conceive  how  any  other  anxiety^  can  be  felt  in  regard 
to  it,  but  faithfully  and  honorably  to  discharge  oiir  duty. 
When  this  spplicatlon  was  received,  a  controversy  im< 
mediately  arose,  and  the  question  presented  itsrif  whe- 
ther Uicbigsn  was  a  State.  1  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  riie  was  not,  and  I  accordingly  voted  agMnst  her 
admisHon.  I  am  now  of  tbe  same  opinion.  To  me  it 
appears  she  has  undei^one  no  change  which  so  alters 
her  character  as  to  justify  an  affirmative  vote. 

Much  Itas  been  said  of  the  elements  of  a  State.  What 
are  they?  Without  fully  answering  this  question,  we 
can  perceive  some  in  which  we  all  a^ree.  There  must 
be  population  «ikI  there  must  be  territory,  and  I  take  it 
that  no  gentleman  will  advocate  such  an  absurdity  as  to. 
maintain  that  there  can  be  a  State,  without  some  fixed 
limits.  We  cannot  entertain  the  idea  in  our  mind  with- 
out tttinking  of  a  limited  territory.  The  notion  carries 
absurdity  on  its  very  face.  How,  tlien,  did  Michigan 
present  herself  before  uitf  She  came  to  our  door  and 
proposed  to  be  admilled  into  the  Union  with  certain  de* 
fined  limit!.  She  said  that  the  people  residing  within 
those  timili  had  erected  tltemselves  into  a  Stale.  Can 
people  any  where,  at  their  own  pleasure,  make  a  Stato? 
Can  that  be  done  ^  Let  us  look  at  facts.  The  Territory 
of  Michigan  lies  within  the  limits  of  the  United  Statesi 
it  is  part  and  parcel  of  that  territm-y  which  is  owned, 
occupit-d,  and  possessed,  by  the  United  Stales;  for  a 
Ternturial  Government  is  under  the  laws  of  the  country. 
This  Territory  had  a  Governor,  a  Legislature,  and  judi- 
cial tribunals.  It  had  a  Government  establiihed  snd  in 
operation.  The  Territory  was  elahned  by  tbe  United 
Statest  tlie  United  Stales  Qovemment  exercised  jurisdic- 
tion over  it.  Will  it  be  said  tliat  Ihe  people  of  such  a 
Territory  can  rise  up  at  pleasure  and  displace  your  Grn-- 
ernmcnt,  and  yet  be  guiliy  of  no  usurpation^  I  presume 
no  Senator  will  answer  this  question  in  the  sffirmitive. 
The  people  of  Michigan  certainly  held  no  such  doctrine. 
They  csmet^usaodsud,  we  have  felt  ourselves  justifi^ 
in  forming  a  Guvemment,  but  we  have  nut  done  so  un 
revolutionary  prinoipler,  but  under  the  ssnelion  and  ac- 
cording to  the  proviaions  dS  tbe  ordinance  of  17B7.  There 
they  tuld  us  we  sliould  find  the  power  expressly  provided, 
and  on  that  ordinance  ihey  took  their  itand.  Now,  what 
is  that  ordiiunce.'  In  tbe  year  1787  the  United  SUtes 
owned  all  the  territory  north  and  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
river,  tbe  whole  of  that  region  which  now  constitutes 
tbe  three  Stales  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  4|lim^  and  the 
Territories  of  Michigan  and  Wiscondn.  What  diil  the 
ordinance  pruvidef  After  enacting  a  sort  of  bill  of  rights, 
it  dechues  that  three  States  may  be  formed  immedialt;!/ 
north  of  the  Ohio(  it  runs  one  north  and  south  line  from 
the  moulli  of  the  Wabash,  declaring  that  the  territory 
west  of  that  line  should  constitute  one  State.  It  then 
runs  another  north  and  soulli  line,  starting  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Great  Miami,  deckring  that  tbe  country  east  of 
that  line  and  north  of  tbe  Ohio  shall  eonsiilule  a  second 
Stato,  while  tbe  territwy  between  these  two  lines  shall 
fm-m  a  third  oi»e.  This  covered  the  whole  region.  Here 
comes  the  provision  on  which  tbe  people  uf  Michigan 
relied,  as  justifying  them  in  the  formation  of  a  constitu- 
tion without  the  previous  action  uf  Congress.  1  will 
read  it: 

*'  And  it  is  further  understood  and  declared,  that  the 
boumlaries  of  these  three  Stoles  ^sll  be  subject  so  fir 
to  be  altoredt  that,  if  Congrem  shall  hereafter  And  it 
expedient,  tliey  shall  have  aulburiljr  to  form  one  or  two 
SUtes  ia  Ibat  part  uf  ibe  said  territoryvwhich  Itea  north 
uf  ae  east  and  west  line  d^ffiftdt$fW>@g^»<'ly 
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bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  MieblK«n.  And  whenever 
•ny  of  the  mid  States  sbtll  h»e  nzty  thotmnd  free  in. 
buitantt  therein,  tucb  Slate  •ball  be  adfliitted,  by  its 
deleratev,  into  the  Congrr**  of  the  United  Statcfl*  on  an 
equal  fooling  with  the  orlffinal  States  in  all  rrspecla 
wbatevert  and  ihall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent 
constitution  and  Slate  Government,  provided  the  consti- 
tution and  Oovemment  so  to  be  formed  shall  be  repubH* 
eaiit  and  In  eonforatity  to  the  principles  contained  in 
thoae  artie1et(  and.  so  m  aa  it  can  be  comiMent  vith  the 
general  interest  of  the  confederacy,  such  admisnon  ihall 
be  allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and  whrn  there  may  be 
a  lesa  number  of  free  iohabitant*  in  the  State  than  sixty 
Ibounnd." 

This  provision  gives  to  Con^ss  a  discretionary  power 
to  form  either  one  or  two  States,  at  pleasure,  out  of  that 
remainder  of  the  territory  which  lies  north  of  an  east  and 
west  line  so  drawn  as  to  touch  the  southernmost  extrem- 
ity of  Lake  Michigan. 

Now,  yon  have  made  your  three  States  of  Ohio,  tndi> 
ans,  and  lllinnis,  and  you  have  erected  a  Territory  of 
Hidt'gani  but  where  does  it  go  to}  Row  far  does  it  ex- 
tendi Over  tbe  whole  country  north  of  this  line,  em- 
bracing what  is  now  called  tbe  State  of  Michigan  and 
the  Territory  of  Witcontinf  I  a';k  if  it  it  not  perfectly 
plain  that,  according  to  tbit  ordinance,  it  is  a  matter  ^ 
discretion  with  Congress  to  create  in  that  territory  one 
State  or  two  Stales;  and  if  tbe  power  is  in  Coo  ere  m, 
what  right  have  the  people  of  Michigan  to  settle  the 
question?  How  can  the  people  of  that  peninsula  settle 
a  precedent  qutstion  of  boundary  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States^  Have  they  any  such  authority?  They 
have  none.  This  ordinance  does  not  give  them  a  parli- 
efe.  On  tbe  contrary,  the  question  is  left  aidely  and  ex* 
clwRvely  to  the  discretion  of  Congress.  And  neither  In 
this  ordinance,  nor  any  where  else,  within  my  reading  at 
least,  is  authority  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  penin* 
BuU  to  decide  it.  But  this  tbe  people  of  Michigin  un- 
dertook to  do,  and  this  is  the  only  color  of  Juslificalion 
they  had.  The  ordinance  declared  that,  whenever  there 
should  be  a  population  of  sixty  thousand  people  within 
any  of  (he  respective  limils  which  it  bad  laid  down,  they 
mi^ht  be  formed  into  a  State,  and  admitted  into  the 
Union.  But  Hichifcsn,  I  hough  she  had  population 
enough,  seemed  to  forget  that  no  Stale  could  exist,  until 
Congress  should  have  first  settled  Ihe  question  of  bound- 
ary, and  decided  whether  (here  should  be  in  the  territo- 
ry one  State  or  two.  Hichigan,  then,  most  clearly  had 
no  power  or  authority  under  this  ordinance  to  erect  her- 
self  into  a  State,  form  a  constitution,  and  denand  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.  She  was  not  ■  State,  nor  could  she 
be  How  did*he  come  here,  then,  and  what  did  she 
claim?  By  previous  sets  of  Congress,  you  bad  giren  to 
Illinois  a  large  |M>nion  of  territory  north  of  the  line  run- 
ning east  and  west  through  the  southern  extremity  of 
Lake  Michigan)  and  in  respect  to  Indiana,  you  had  done 
the  same.  While  Ohio,  by  a  provision  in  ber  coastito- 
lion,  claimM  another  portion  north  of  that  line,  and, 
without  objecting  or  assenting  to  the  claim  of  Ohio,  you 
received  her,  under  that  constitution,  into  the  United 
Slatesf  Michigan,  in  (be  mean  while,  claimed  the  very 
portions  of  territory  which  you  had  given  to  Indians,  and 
which  Ohio  chimed.  She  said  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  entire  peninsula,  aa  far  down  as  the  east  and  west 
Kne  already  mentioned,  had  a  rght  to  erect  themselves 
into  a  Stale,  and  to  form  a  constitution  for  the  whole. 
Thta  was  the  ground  on  which  Michigan  came  to  the 
Senate.  I  was  not  then  convinced  that  any  such  State 
existed,  and  1  still  remain  unconvinced. 

But  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  says  that  we  may 
waive  Irregularities.  Perhaps  we  might,  tf  the  State 
you  were  to  create  had  the  identical  bouodarics  claimed 
by  Hicbigao  when  slw  formed  her  comtHatiov,  and  the 


people  you  adorit  are  the  tame  thet  made  the  csmlii. 
Hon  and  offered  themaelves.  Bat  what  wsstbtledaf 
here  at  that  time?  Waa  there  a  man  here  wbovsw 
admit  that  Michigan  was  then  a  State?  There  wn  set 
one.  Tou  prepared,  with  great  care  and  ewtiai,  i 
provisional  act  of  admtsnon,  which  suhseqaently  beeiM 
a  law.  And  what  appears  on  the  ftce  of  k?  Cnwf 
man  read  that  act,  and  not  admit  thai  its  passage  m  s^ 
eesairf  because  there  was  no  Stale  then?  Tou  adaithd 
her  on  eonditioni  because,  by  the  law,  you  gave  btrs 
new  boundary.  Tou  ezdnded  Mr  from  the  teniisrr 
which  you  had  given  to  Indiana,  aa  well  as  frosi  tint 
claimed  by  Ohtoi  and,  to  compensate  her,  you  sdded  te^ 
ritory  lying  north  and  west  of  the  lake,  targe  enoagb  f« 
a  Statet  and  then  you  declared  thai,  if  the  would  pn 
her  assent  to  theie  boondi^  she  should  be  adaHlied  iM 
Ihc  Union.  Waa  not  that  adnntting  that  M<ehtpn,  h 
she  stood,  was  not  capable  of  coming  in?  The  quotioa 
went  back  to  the  people  of  Midtigan,  and  vrhit  an 
done?  The  Legislature  of  Michigan  called  a  eontentioi 
of  the  people,  it  met,  and  conaidered  the  qaettias, 
and  finally  concluded  not  to  consent  to  the  boaiidiiT- 
But,  at  a  subsequent  period,  an  irregubu-  eonTcttiiea 
came  together  by  the  spontaneous  movemeai  of  is& 
vtdusls,  and  whhout  authority  from  any  one— a  vedHMrf 
ciMlection— and  declared  its  aiaent.  Well,  dr,  boa  did 
that  place  the  matter?  Tou  have  got  the  conKaiefi 
convention,  a*  it  is  called)  but  does  that  reflwre  (fae 
difficuhy>  What  did  you  send  the  matter  back  fori  Toa 
Bent  it  back  that  the  people  of  Michigan  m'^t  ■!(« 
their  constitution,  so  that  the  bounds  of  their  State  jit» 
diction  might  be  changed,  by  withdrawing  juri)didicii 
from  the  territory  claimed  by  Ohio  and  Indiana,  and  u- 
■erting  it  over  the  added  territory.  And  has  itbcesj 
done?  The  oonslittition  has  not  been  changed  is  ■ 
letter.  It  stands  just  as  it  did.  The  jurisdiettoa  tfihe 
State  has  neither  been  withdrawn  from  tbattcnitivT 
ynu  Brave  to  Indiana,  nor  from  that  claimed  by  Ohio,  nor 
extended  to  (hat  which  you  assigned  her  on  ibe  otlxr 
Mde  of  the  lake.  How  can  alte  extend  lier  juriadidiM 
to  tbe  one,  or  withdraw  it  from  the  other,  but  byshetiiK 
her  constitution?  And  is  her  constitution  altera)?  Krt' 
a  letter  of  it.  Tbe  convention  at  Ann  Arbor  cbuflwd  Ba< 
riftht  to  alter  the  constitution,  and  they  had  none.  Bj 
(heir  own  consti(ulion  there  are  but  two  modes  providri 
according  to  which  that  inatrument  can  be  alirred.  ( 
need  not  trouble  you  with  the  detailt  I  will  only 
that  (he  process  muat  originate  with  the  Lefiii>|iiK- 
Thia  is  the  provision  of  her  own  constitution.  Aao  ni 
not  that  constitution  ratified,  in  1835,  at  the  balk^^' 
And  bow  can  its  provisions  be  wuved?  Ber  coMit* 
tton  provides  two- modes,  and  it  has  not  been  doww-' 
cording  to  either.  Tbe  convention  did  not  pretend  » 
alter  the  conatitutiont  they  claimed  no  such  authon^. 
Who  was  it,  then,  (bat  came  here  last  year?  It  mu  tbe 
people  of  tbe  Territory  of  tbe  peninsula  of  Miclugsv* 
eluding  a  part  of  Indiana  and  Ohio.  They  ^ 
then,  withdrawn  their  jurisdictior.  from  tbe  Uadi  v" 
people  in  these  two  Sutes.  They  propose  the  m«* 
constitution  now  that  they  did  then.  It  was  tbe  pcM- 
sula  of  Michigan  last  year,  and  it  is  the  peniDMile  (» 
Michigan  (his  year.  The  same  constitution,  the 
people  t  yes,  the  same  that  tbe  Senate  uoanimouM; 
fuaed  to  admit  into  the  Union. 

Much  haa  been  said  about  the  iojuMiee  of  ^^''f^^^ 
delayii^  ita  action  toochii^  the  adnisaon  of  Mwb<p*| 
The  charge  may  he  true,  but  H  doea  not  affeet  «e.  ' 
had  no  part  in  effecting  the  dehy.  But, 
have  been  our  fault.  It  is  not  to  be  recUfled  ^J^^ 
tton  of  violent  means.  We  may  reaort  to  liio»« 
ores,  but  it  will  not  help  the  argument.  .  .^i— 

Agm!ni  I  may  say,  individually,  that  1  have  no 
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Vbe  popuhUon  of  tbat  Territory  ought  to  be  >  State  in 
AvUnioo.  Hjr  onhr  difficulty  reftn  to  the  manner  of 
Ibe  adiutarion.  If  there  bas  been  no  change  in  their 
conditioD  since  last  year,  and  last  year  you  could  vaive 
the  difficuliy  only  by  calling  a  convention,  why  is  tbcre 
not  the  aame  difficulty  now  t  If  Maryland  bad  presented 
faencir  one  year  alone  for  admission,  and  the  fullowinj* 
year  should  come  in  company  with  Delaware,  would  the 
question  of  admiaiion  be  the  same^  Certainly  not,  be- 
caue  it  would  not  be  the  •ame  body  of  people  that  were 
aikioff  admiaion.  Nor  eoutd  a  eonatitulton  made  for 
Maryland  eorer  Delaware.  Tet,  by  admiltinic  Michigan, 
yoa  propose  to  cover  with  the  constitution  a  great  addi- 
liooal  territory.  Can  it  be  done.*  Only  by  doing  vio- 
knee  to  constitutional  principle,  and,  I  will  add.  to  com* 
■Don  sense.  I  do  not  know  that  gentlemen  can  satisfy 
tbenselves  by  saying  that  the  difficulty  is  ioomatenal.  It 
it  ibe  mm  body  of  people  who  appfied  last  year?  None 
sf  them  were  beyond  the  lake,  and  part  now  to  be  ex- 
clsded  were  in  Ohio  and  Indiana.  This  constitution 
Bcitber  coren  nor  asserls  jurisdiction  over  the  Territory 
AD*  propoaed  to  be  admitted.  Are  you  not,  then,  about 
toadnit  a  State  without  a  constitution?  1  beg  genlle- 
aeo  to  oonsder  this  objection.  I  do  not  really  see  how 
this  la  to  be  aigued  down.  How  it  it  to  be  grappled 
with>  And  how  is  the  constitution  now  offered  to  be 
the  coBstitaUoo  of  that  Territory  which  you  propose  to 
adinit  as  ■  Stale?  I  am  told  that  the  population  is  not 
nuBerou*.   Be  it  so.  How  doeathst  alter  the  question? 

f  win  Dowask  the  attention  of  Senators  to  another  point, 
and  I  refer  to  it  without  the  remotest  feeling  or  thought 
of  usfciodness  towards  those  who  have  been  elected  Sen- 
ators from  Michigan}  on  the  contrary,  it  will  give  me 
great  happiness  to  be  associated  with  them.    But  sup* 
pose  the  argument  to  be  true,  that  under  the  ordinance  of 
1787  the  people  of  the  peninsula  eould  not  create  them- 
■elvca  into  a  State,  what  does  your  constitution  provide? 
It  requires  that  the  Senators  in  this  hall  shsll  all  be  elected 
by  the  State  LegifiUtures.    No  other  process  Is  provi- 
dcd.     Nuw,  I  ssk,  was  Michi^in  a  State  at  the  time  sbe 
exercised  the  power  of  appointing  these  gentlemen? 
You  did  virtually  say  by  your  law  iliat  there  was  no 
State  then.    You  did  not  even  undertake  to  waive  the 
sbjcction  on  this  ground.    Tou  said  that  Michigan  bad 
■D  power  to  fix  her  own  boundaries*  and  that  she  should 
■ot  bave  the  boundary  she  bad  fixed  upon,  and  that  the 
body  which  bad  elected  their  Senators  could  not,  with 
those  boundaries,  be  received  as  a  State.    This  is  an  ir* 
r^lariry  that  you  cannot  waive.   You  cannot  legislate 
membera  into  this  body.  The  constitution  is  imperative, 
snd  there  is  no  such  thing  as  compromising  this  objec- 
tion.   Now  you  propose  to  readmit  Michigan*  and  who 
wiD  come  here  as  her  Senators?   Will  It  not  be  the  very 
iwlividuala  who  are  thus  elected?  And  the  same  objec- 
tion will  apply  to  the  member  of  the  other  House.  I'he 
eoMiiution  requires  that  those  who  vote  for  members  ot 
Congress  shall  be  those  who  vote  for  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  State  Legislature.    But  Michigan,  being 
DO  State,  has  no  Slate  Legiilaturet  and  how  is  she  con- 
iUtaiioaally  lo  get  members  of  Congress^   1  have  sworn 
tssupport  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales.    I  can- 
Bol  break  that  oath  from  feelings  of  friendship.   I  bad 
rather  that  my  friends  should  luffer,  and  that  the  admii* 
inon  of  Michigan  should  be  postponed. 

Hr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  uid  he  had  hoped  tliat  oppo- 
litioo  lo  the  bill  would  have  ceased,  as  wss  usual,  on  the 
(econd  reading.  Although  he  was  one  of  the  committee 
■bat  bad  been  so  severely  rebuked  fur  reporting  the  bill, 
H  moeh  time  liad  been  consumed  with  it,  that  he  bad 
determined  to  say  nothing  on  the  subject.  Ai  there  was 
sa  obilinate  determination  to  continue  it,  be  would  say  a 
kw  words  to  justify  the  opinion  to  which  he  wu  com* 
Htud  by  ctHiaentti^  to  the  report.  He  would  aot  in* 
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flict  a  regular  apeech  on  the  Senate.  It  bad  already  suf- 
fered too  much  Inr  the  cruelty  of  othen.  In  fact,  ifdii- 
posed  lo  do  lo,  be  would  not  know  how  to  commence, 
or  where  to  begin;  whether  at  Mr.  Dallas's  letter,  the 
Bahimore  convention,  the  revolutionary  spirit  of  Msry- 
Isnd,  or  the  divine  right  of  Government  to  perpetuate 
and  enforce  its  own  authority,  independent  of  the  con- 
stituent power.  These  subjects  had  principally  taken 
the  place  of  the  one  before  the  Senate.  A  very  strained 
effort  had  been  made  to  raise  the  question  into  a  magni- 
tude  and  importance  which  did  not  belong  to  it.  It  was 
simply  one  of  fitct,  unlem  we  were  disposed  to  unsettle 
every  thing  which  had  been  determined  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  trace  the  history  of  society  from  its  earliest 
stages  to  the  irregular  oganization  of  the  Territory  of 
Michigan.  As  nne  of  the  committee,  he  had  not  done 
this,  nor  should  he  do  it  now.  He  had  confined  himself 
to  the  fact,  whether  the  people  of  Michigan  had  accept- 
ed the  terms  we  had  proposed  to  them.  On  this  subject, 
he  had  examined  the  evidence,  weighed  it,  and  cume  to 
a  conclusion.  He  had  the  kind  and  quantity  uf  testimo- 
ny which  he  would  require  to  convince  him  on  any  simi- 
lar occasion,    it  had  not,  lo  be  sure,  as  had  been  re- 

Jiuired  by  the  Senator  from  Carolina,  the  technical 
ormalities  that  would  entitle  it  to  admission  *'  in  a  jus- 
tice's court."  They  had  not  the  witnesses,  book  in  band, 
to  prove  the  handwriting  of  the  note  or  the  atgnature  lo 
the  bond.  And  whoever  heard  of  such  evidence  being  re- 
quired as  the  foundation  of  legislation?  Nations  did  not 
legisU^e  on  the  technical  evidence  required  by  a  Justice'a 
court-  Tbey  acted  on  such  probabilities  as  produced 
moral  conviction  of  the  existence  of  a  fact.  We  legis- 
late every  day  on  printed  papers,  without  seeing  the  ori* 
ginals;  on  certificates,  not  under  ualht  on  publications 
and  lettersi  and  even  somelimrs  the  most  important  le- 
gislation was  based  on  public  rumor;  public  evidence 
being  auflieient,  in  many  cases,  for  public  purposes. 
Tht  great  object  was  to  be  convinced,  without  regard 
to  technicalities  in  the  means  of  conviction,  which  were 
well  enough  in  "justices'  courts,"  but  couhl  not  be  re- 
quired in  the  business  of  legislation,  where  the  very  noto- 
riety of  every  proceeding  rendered  imposition  less  prob- 
able. 

North  Carolina,  he  said,  had  been  referred  lo.  Well, 
it  was  possible  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  North  Car- 
olina  bad  never  expressly  consented  to  come  into  the 
Union.  He  ventured  to  say  that  no  strictly  technical  ev- 
idence that  a  majority  voted  was  requited  on  her  admis- 
sion, such  as  would  have  passed  a  court  of  justice.  And 
North  Carolina  might  undertake  to  prove  hereafter  that 
a  majority  never  consented,  though  she  had  never  made 
any  objection,  and  had  long  received  the  benefit*  ma 
performed  the  duties  of  a  member  of  the  Union.  But 
this  was  very  improbable.  The  same  possibility  existed 
in  the  ease  of  Michigan.  Though  the  most  important 
subject  ever  agiutcd  among  the  people  had  been  fully 
agitated  in  every  part  of  that  State;  though  public  elec- 
tions were  held  in  every  county  but  two;  though  it  was 
well  known  what  was  the  subject  of  the  convention; 
though  it  was  well  known. that  its  only  object  was  to_ re- 
verse the  decision  of  a  previous  convention,  on  a  subject 
which  they  ranked  among  the  dearest  of  their  interests; 
although  these  delegates  publicly  met,  publicly  delibera- 
ted, and  publicly  decided  unanimously  on  the  subject  on 
which  they  were  called  to  deliberate,  and  publicly  went 
home  among  their  constituents,  from  whom  we  have 
heard  nut  one  syllable  of  complaint,  either  by  letter, 
public  meeting,  legislative  remonstrance,  or  even  a 
newspaper  paragraph;  ahhough  we  knew  all  these  tliinga 
lo  have  taken  place  by  the  proofs  before  u*,  and  not 
brought  into  doubt  by  a  single  whisper  of  evidence  on 
the  other  side,  yet  it  may  be  posaible^hat  the  najorily 
of  tbe  people  disapprore  ftiii(iS(W?<feg004TO'»*'»- 
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tiont  but  it  was  one  of  the  most  improbuble  things  that 
ever  happened  in  the  course  of  human  eventi.  He 
eould  aot  be  in6u^ced  by  posinbiVrtlct  so  remote,  and 
WM  therefore  tatisBed  that  the  people  of  Michigan  bad 
consented  to  the  (ermt  propoted  to  them  by  CongiCM^ 
to  itgree  to  a  boundary  and  conne  into  the  Union. 

But  some  gentlemen,  adntitting  tliis,  iniislfd  that  the 
proceeding  was  revolutionary!  that  to  allow  the  people, 
in  primary  assemblies.  **  to  set  ibemselves  op  above  the 
legttlative  authority,"  (tu  use  their  own  language,) 
struck  at  the  very  foundation  of  our  institutions.  This 
was  strange  doctrine  at  the  present  day.  It  was  the 
doctrine  of  the  house  of  Stiiart,  and  of  Bourbon  of  Aus- 
tris,  and  of  Brandenburg.  It  was  the  doctrine  of  tbe 
huly  alliance.  It  was  tbe  doctrine  of  despotism.  It  wss 
a  doctrine  long  since  exploded,  he  had  thought,  by  all 
free  Oovernmenta,  particularly  by  our  own]  and  if  he 
thought  there  were  any  material  portion  of  the  people 
of  the  United  Stales  who  entertained  such  doctrines,  be 
should  feel  as  much  real  alarm  as  gentlemen  had  imagin- 
ed they  felt  at  the  proposition  of  the  cnntmiuee.  The 
whole  of  our  institutions,  both  Slate  and  Federal,  were 
based  on  this  "  monstrous  principle,"  and  had  no  other 
right  to  rest  on. 

Tbe  debate  had  been  a  most  extraordinarj*  one.  Gen- 
tlemen badcrajured  up  frightful  picturei^  and  then  got 
fiiglitened  at  tlie  worka  of  (heir  own  imaginattoha.  Tbe 
Senator  from  Ohio  had  stated  himself  to  be  a  plain  tnat- 
ter-of-fact  man.  He  eertainly  would  not  question  the 
veracity  of  his  friend  as  a  man  of  truth*  but  if  lie  would 
allow  him  to  call  his  errors  minpprehenslons  or  mii- 
takrs,  he  would  join  issue  with  liim  on  his  statement  that 
he  was  "a  plain  msller-of-ract  man."  lie  (Mr.  K.)  bad 
never  known  so  many  rhetorical  flourishes,  flights  of 
Uncft  irrelevant  references,  and  false  analogies  brought 
into  any  discussion  upon  any  grave  and  important  ques- 
tion. Something  like  the  viuona  of  Constantlne  were 
revived.  Armies  were  seen  msrcl>ing  and  counler- 
marchSng  in  the  air,  belled  with  **  Bowie  knives  snd 
duelling  pistnls."  Terrific  scenes  of  liberty  tram- 
pled under  for>t,  bugles,  bayonets,  bombs,  and  blunder- 
busses, lisunled  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  as  the  sure  con- 
sequences of  the  proposed  mesaure.  After  these,  snd 
many  such  fancies,  (said  Mr.  K.,)  which  gentlemen  have 
connected  with  litis  measure,  they  prove  it  all  by  what 
they  call  coming  to  the  point,  with  a  grave  proposition — 
and  that  is,  '*irwe  esiabliHii  the  principle,  say  they,  that 
the  Federal  Government  can  call  a  convention  in  one  of 
the  States  in  this  Union,  liberty  is  lout,  the  constitution 
is  gone."  Despotism,  they  think,  will  stalk  unopposed 
over  the  land,  snd  all  State  rights  will  vanish  like  a  sprite. 

One  who  had  heard  all  this  waste  of  eloquence  on  this 
proposition,  and  who  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  would 
naturally  auppose  thai  some  such  proposition  was  fairly 
the  subject  of  discusaioa.  But,  so  far  from  this,  nothing 
even  like  it  had  been  proposed  or  maintained.  Con- 
gress bad  not  called  any  convention  in  one  of  the  States 
(if  the  Union,  or  even  in  Michigan,  who  was  not  in  the 
Union.  The  plain  truth  wa*,  that  M'cliigan  had  been  a 
Territory,  and  founded  a  constitution  and  Slate  Govern- 
ment, somewhat  irregularly,  and  applied  fur  admiasion 
into  the  Union.  Congress,  after  much  debate,  agreed 
to  waive  all  previous  irregularity,'  and  allow  Michigan  to 
be  a  leparale  and  independent  commuriiy.  But,  at  the 
aamc  lime,  we  virtually  said  to  Michigan,  that,  under 
the  constitution  she  hsd  formed,  her  boundaries  were 
uncertain  and  equivocal)  that  she  would  probably  insist 
on  boundaries  that  would  include  territory  of  which  we 
bad  a  right  to  form  another  Slate,  or  had  already  trans* 
ferred  lo  othcra.  We  did  not  wish  to  bring  a  quarrel 
into  ttie  confederacy,  by  her  admiauon  with  onaetiled 
boundanev,  ami  therefore  we  eould  not  admit  her  unlit 
her  people.  In  cpoTention,  should  agree  to  a  boundaiy 


propoied.  This  waa  the  wb(^  affair. '  A  verj  riaj 
matter,  wben  pUnly  stated  sod  fairly  debated.  Hi 
was  no  ■'calP'ofaeonTention  by  Congress  inaStric 
tbe  Union,  or  any  where  else.  There  wu  no  lav  is 
enforced,  or  disobedience  to  ife  punished.  No  Mq 
officer  was  to  be  sent  by  an  rxecutive  despot  to  fasifi 
Ihe  refractory.  It  waa  only  a  proposition  made  to  Vk 
igan,  in  answer  to  OT»e  made  by  her,  which,  if  die  scttj 
ed,  she  waa  to  come  into  the  Union,  and  if  aoitdtti 
mained  out  of  it.  Tlie  awful  consequences  efiiltda 
in  the  ima^nalioni  of  gentlemen  a  ho  exerted  ttiensdi 
to  give  a  netitious  importance  to  this  bill- 

Bul  (continued  Mr.  K  }  gentlemen  ask,  « tqr  did  0 
gresa  refer  this  matter  to  the  people  of  Uiemgao,  s 
what  right  had  the  people  to  act  without  theanlhoritj 
the  Legislature?  Why,  just  because  Congress  kse 
after  looking  at  tite  constitution  of  Michigan,  th»l  I 
legislature  had  no  more  power  to  act  than  it  hid 
change  tbe  succession  of^  the  aeasoni^  or  ab^iib  I 
community  which  it  was  organized  to  represent.  If  Ift 
igan  were  a  State,  and  not  in.  the  Union,  tbiicoca 
involved  an  important  change  in  her  organic  be,  1 
sides  a  change  of  boundar>-;  for,  by  consentit^  lo  L 
condition  we  had  propoaed,  her  people  parted  wilh  i 
the  impiiHant  rights  of  sovereignty  which  were  nun 
dcred  lo  the  General  Government  by  each  of  tbe  SWi 

An  organic  law  could  only  be  changed  by  (he  pc«| 
in  an  elementary  slate  of  aociety.  above  tbecoaititnM 
unless  the  constitution  provided  for  the  cbspge.  Am 
constitution  was  only  a  pohlical  pouer  of  attorney^ 
tainiog  the  principles  on  which  ibe  Govemtneot  rtoj 
be  B^ninislered,  conferring  powera  for  the  puip" 
named  in  it,  until  revoked  by  the  constituent  aulwn 
The  legislature  hsd  to  look  for  their  powers  in  tbeej 
slitutton,  and  could  notgobeyond  Ihem.  Bultott^i 
people,  in  their  high  sovereign  capacity, Jisd  iw|M* 
lo  change  or  modi^-,  or  even  abniisb,  their  coiisliHi«i 
wl.en  not  restrained  by  the  federal  conilituti<»,» 
equivalent  lo  »a>ing  that  a  merchant  could  nol 
power  of  attorney  given  for  ci>mmercial  pnrpt* 
F.ven  where  the  constitution  conlainid  a  prot  won  i 
thnrizing  tlie  Legislature  to  call  a  convention,  it  ou| 
still  be  likened  lo  a  power  of  substiiuiion  m  eomnwj 
pfrsonr,  where  both  the  original  power  sad  V!*" 
substitution  were  subject  to  the  control  of  the  pnnc'P 
Slates,  however,  should  never  change  their  comniui" 
fur  light  causesi  but  m  here  a  nt  oessity  existed,  'w  J1 
waa  unqueationable.  h  was  a  rcvolulionsry ngn* 
was  every  right  to  chsnge  a  constitution  of  Goremmtj 
however  slight  the  change.  It  was,  "'"'/l", 
revolutionary  right,  when  exerciKd  P*"', 
when  it  was  exercised  by  force,  whkJi  only  wew 
necessary  when  the  right  wu  opposed. 

Mr.  5.  said  the  LegisUture  miylit  call  ■  ew^JJ 
when  there  waa  nn  express  provision  in  '  i, 

to  do  so{  but  the  convention  derived  no  add'!"  " 
thority  from  tbe  callj  it  was  only  recoromenoalory- 
if  the  people  met,  aa  recommended,  and 
tht  ir  organic  law,  Ihe  subsequent  r«'''''="''''" '"Tje, 
ply  the  the  previous  want  of  aulbotiiy-  I" 
way  they  might  be  convened,  however,  their  ac" 
not  irrevocable  by  themBehes,  but  it  wu  •  •'f"'* 
lure  in  Ihe  case  of  Michigan,  that  bolh  ih* 
seemed  to  have  understood  perfectly       '"•„„  « 
gislaiure  had  no  right  to  intermeddle  in  the  "rh  i  »»• 
Ihey  accordingly  both  protealed  sgsinst  it.  1  .L^iet 
principle  ao  pKipable,  thst  all  classes  and  a  l  P""'"  jij 
lo  have  unHeratond  it  in  tliat  new  Slate,  ""*"a,nd 
cult  it  aeemed  to  be  for  some  gentlemen  lo  "■"."^JL , 
here.  Mr.K.  thought  that  the  matter  bad  been  r«nij^^ 

ferred  lo  tbe  people  them^elvea,  ■R^'P^'"  vwtlxi 
Legislature,  as  they  alone  were  capsbl*  of 
important  surrewlwf^a^OWiWg  IC 
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r.  K-  then  brie6y  notioed  some  remark*  of  the  Sen- 
toa  Humehutetta,  (Hv.  Datis,]  jtIio  had  iteted 
Mich^  could  not  be  «  Stitr,  an,  when  she  formed 
eoMilution.  the  had  no  fixed  boundaries.  TheSen- 
tma  Uasnehmetts,  Mr.  K.  uii,  ftad  insisted  thtt  s 
'bmindarf  was  inaepanible  with  the  ides  of  a  SUtei 
asthe  United  Stales  had  cUim  at  least  to  a  part  or 
fenitory  over  which  Michigan  cUimrd  jurisdiction 
Tv^AMAs  fraeoed  her  constitution,  she  could  not  be  con- 
j^dlMiisasepftrate  State.  Mr.  K.  said  it  warperfeot- 
fj^jbMt  Au  a  nation  nust  hare  a  territory  orer  which  it 
•  awiied  jiiriadieiion;  but  an  undisputed  boundary  was 
'^'^Msemnl  to  sn  independent  State.  A  comoiuotty 
be  ladcpendeot,  and  very  powerful  too,  whose 
verenotwelldefined.  Ourown  boundary  was 
ia  the  Northeast;  and  who  could  state  (he  pre- 
boundsriea  of  Kusuaf  Yet  Russia  and  the  United 
were  none  the  leas  independetit  comnrHinities  of 
because  their  boandartes  were  not  well  settled. 
K>  thci  adverted  tp  the  preamble  to  the  bill, 
bad  been  so  strongly  objected  to  that  some  gen- 
'  were  viHin^  to' vote  for  the  bill  if  the  preamble 
Akkcn  out.  He  said,  as  both  Michigan  and  Ohio 
Vaated  the  restriction  removed,  and  Michigan  ad- 
'wtlmit  rMtriction,  he  would  certainly  have  no 
ifsD  body  else  were  concerned  but  Hichigsn 
If  these  States  hsd  any  didnterested  love  of 
yfe  were  to  conuilt  his  own  feelings,  he  would 
m  go  al  it  and  fight  it  out.  But  a  community 
be  though*,  abould  act  on  the  same  principle 
Hnity  of  individuals.  They  should  keep  the 
lAoBg  disDrderly  members.  It  would  frequently 
two  bullirs  to  settle  a  qusrrel  in  the  public 
sorroanded  by  a  mob,  but  no  well-organixed 
'ly  would  permit  such  disorder.  This  squab. 
«n  Mid>>|pan  and  Ohio,  about  a  few  acres  of 
BUgfat  set  the  whole  Union  into  a  bbse,  and 
cost  (he  Government  milBoniitf.ddlanto  put 
.  ir  the  restriction  were  Mained,  -be; had  no 
Michigan  would  continue  to'  observe  it  in  good 
sftd  we  sbooM  hear  no  more  about  it.  We  ahouM, 
iftely,  avmd  the  horrors  of  aniMher  Toledo  cam- 
Re  had,  therefore,  thought  it  best  to  retain  the 
lie,  and'not  repeal  the  conditiotli  and  he  hoped 
would  pasf,  and  pass  just  as  it  was', 
.question  was  then  taken  on  the  pssnge  the 
.  Md  it  was  pavsed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 
Tlas-  Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Budwnan,  Dans,  FuU 
Cnindy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama; 
of  Georgia,  Linn,  Nichobs,  Niles,  Page,'  Parker,' 
Bohinton,  Sevier,  Sirangr,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Wter,  Wall,  White,  Wright— 25. 

Kaxs— Mcstrs.  BayArd,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
■hK  Kent,  Moore»  Pjrentis^  Southard,  Swift— 10. 
He  Senate  then  ^jonrned: 


Fkisat,  JkwxwS." 

VRLDING  FOR  UNITED  STATES  COURTS  AT 
PHILADELPHIA. 

Hr.  BUCHANAN  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry' 
dtBOMeT  PbiladelplM;  prayh^  that  an  appropriation 
■f  he  Mde  for  Ihe  ereotioo  oT  a  suitable  building  for 
thaseHOMaodalion  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
sidtVp  for  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary  at  that  ciiy. 
•  Ifr.  B.  said,  in  presenting  the  petition,  1  recommend 
it  ts  Oe  eomideration  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  I 
o»  my  we  have  brought  the  ptrnitentiary  system  in 
ftamjintuM  to  perfection.    Our  plan  bas  become  a' 
Model,  not  on^  in  many  .parts  of  this  country,  but  in 
lanoe.  And  as  it  wtU  be'neceMary,  at  no  remote  time, ' 
for  the  Uvled  Btatei  to  etect  iteAitentiarie^  it  appcws 


to  me  that  there  w  not  a  more  suitable  place  where  to 
commence  than  Philadelphia. 

'  Hr.  CALHOUN  called  for  the  retdingof  Ihe  memo- 
rialt  and  it  having  been  read,  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  its  being  referred  (o  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary; but  he  hoped  tliey  would  pauae  and  Veigh  the 
question  a  long  time  before  they  would  give  their  asient 
lo  our  commencing  a  penitentiary  fl>-Btem  of  the  United 
States.  There  was  patronage  enough  eiercised  by  the 
General  Government  already — its  powers  were  great 
and  extensive,  without  their  beii^  introduced  into  a 
State.  He  ol^ected  lo  a  Sute  and  General  Government 
acting  together.  He  merely  threw  out  these  su^^s- 
tions  to  the  committee,  io  the. hope  that  they  would 
pause  a  long  time  before  they  would  i^ive  their  sanction 
to  (he  oommencentent  of  the  proposed  system. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  said  he  did  not  object  lo  the  reference 
of  the  memorial  to  the  commiitee  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  But  as  to  pausing  a  long  time  on  the  subject, 
he  had  made  up  hitf  mind,  and  he  would  asy  that,  so  far 
as  he  could  judge  of  the  dinposiliun  of  his  colleagues, 
they  would  not  pause  fur  any  length  of  timei  fur  the 
committee  would  report  in  a  few  days,  not  only  on  the 
subject  of  pfnitenlUries,.  but  on  court-houieaalso. 

Mr.  BUCFiANAN  remarked  that  be  was  sorry  to  bear 
tjial  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  committee  had  made 
up  his  mind  on  the  subject.  It  hppeared  to  him  (Hr.  B.) 
tlut  at  some  period,  not  very  remote,  it  would  be  nece^ 
bary  ftH*  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  erect 
penitentiaries.  How  could  it  be  avoided?  As  long  as 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  are  a  Government 
executing  their  own.  laws,  and  punishing  offenders 
againit  them,  ihey.muit  make  some  proyiitoos  for  their 
punishment.  The  States,  without  entertaiaing  anv  hos- 
tility to  the  Government  of  this  Union,  might  find4l  very 
'  inconvenient  to  accommodate  the  prisoners. sentenced 
by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  .  What  wu 
to-ba  done?  Were  they  to  be  set  at  liberty F  Were 
th^  not  to  receive  the  punishment  inftiete^  by  the  laws? 
He  could  not  suppose  that  any  State  ItDuld  Qot  ^ow  a 
proper  comity  to  the  United  Sutrs  courts.  <But  suppose 
It  should  happen  that  they  were  unable  or  unwilling  to 
do  this,  in  what  a  situation  would,  the  Government  be 
placed^  He  could  not,  he  confessed,  see  in  this  thing 
any  Interference  with  the  righli  or  the  libertiatof  the 
Stales.  He  had  no  idea  that  bis  calling  the  attention  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee  to<  the  subject  would  have 
caused  ilie  least  debate,  or  he  would  not  have  done  it. 

■The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

'         '    TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAy,  (Ur.  Ewmo,  of  Ohio* 
having  been  ca  led  home  by  sickneaa  in  his  family,)  Ihe 
Senate  {>roceeded  to  the  further  conaideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  repealing  the'Treasury  order  of  July 
last,  &c.  The  question  ibeing  on  the  substitute  offered 
by  Mr.  Birss,  for  refusing,'  by  the  United  SUtes,  the 
paper  of  tudi  banks  as  should  iswe  Villf  under  certain 
specified  denominatiqtii— 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  addressed  the  Senate  on  the  subject 
'at  large.  In  continbation  and  conclusion  of  his  former  re- 
remarks'.on  the  sobjeot,  as  given  entire  in  preceding 
pages. 

'    ■    '        THE  MINT  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  when  Mr.  Soot^birb 
had  concluded  his  remarks,  tbii  subject  and  all  the 
other  previous  orders  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate 
preceeded  to  conaider,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  supplement- 
liry  to  the  act  for  establishing  a  mint  and  regulating  the 
-cdins  of  the  United  States.  i 

The  amendment  propa0i4iilq!ddi|eVCefra@neLu  Fi- 
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mncr,  extending^  the  limit  ot  wisttge  allowed  to  the 
chief  coiner,  from  one  one'tbouMndlh  part  to  one  and 
a  half  one-lhounnd(h  part,  was  adopted,  and  the  biD, 
•0  amended,  waa  reported  (o  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  entered  into  various  explanatory  de- 
tailh  thowinr  some  iinall  change*  ctmtemplated  by  the 
bill. 

After  which,  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table,  but  aubaequently  waa  taken  ap,  and  ordered  to  a 
'  third  reading. 

After  trantacting  aome  other  buaineaii  the  Senate  apcnt 
a  thtft  lime  in  executive  buaincaa. 
The  Bcoate  then  adjourned. 

HoirsAT,  Jasdart  9. 

The  CHAIR  presented  the  credenliala  of  the  Hon. 
SuinL  Panrtaa,  re-elected  Senator  for  six  additional 
years,  f^m  ibe  State  of  Vermont. 

Also,  the  eredentiali  of  Hon.  Wilciah  C.  PaaaTOit, 
re-elected  Senator  from  the  State  of  South  Carolioa. 
TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  (he  prcTioua  ordert  were 
postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  joint  resolution  rescinding  the  Treasury 
order  of  Jul];,  1836. 

The  queation  being  on  Mr.  Kitis's  substitute, 

Mr.  STRANGE  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair  as  fut- 
lows  I 

Mr.  President:  It  waa  not  my  purpose  to  haveaddrea 
sed  the  Senate  to^ay,  but  as  tome  gentlemen,  who  de- 
li re  to  be  beard  on  this  question,  have  deferred  tbetr 
preparation  flrom  an  expectation  that  I  would  occupy  the 
floor,  J  an  unwilling  tlut  inconTenience  should  result  to 
a  meimer  of  this  Iwdy  from  any  misconception  arising 
from  intimations  I  may  have  given.  Therefore,  sIthouRh 
not  prepared  to  my  own  aatislactioR,  I  will  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  for  a  few  moments.  I  could 
have  voted  upon  the  original  rraolutions  of  the  Senator 
flfon  Ohio  tub  tilentiot  becauae,  in  so  doing,  my  vote 
wolUd  have  explained  itself)  but  in  adopting  the  substi- 
tute of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  I  shall  be  placed  in  an 
equivocal  powtion  before  my  constituents,  and  therefore 
think  it  neeeasary  that  certain  explanatory  comments 
•hould  accompany  my  vote.  I  wilt  not  deny,  that  as 
thoughts  flowed  in  upon  my  mind  during  the  ditcosnon 
of  the  original  question,  I  occasionally  felt  disposed  to 
giro  them  utteraneet  but  prudence,  that  cowardly  and 
•ometimes  asaaasio  rirtue,  destroyed  each  embryo  pur- 
pose  aa  aoon  as  it  waa  formed.  But  now  she  changea 
aidea,  and  whispera  me  that  it  is  due  to  myself,  andihoae 
whom  !  have  the  honor  in  p&rt  to  represent,  to  crare 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  fur  a  few  moments. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  original  resolutions,  because  they 
pn^osed  to  rescind  an  executive  order.  I  do  not  mean 
by  this  a  mere  verbal  criticism,  fur  1  suppose  the  honor- 
able Senator  really  meant  what  bis  resolution  contained, 
and  proposes  to  rescind  or  repeal  an  executive  order  by 
a  vote  of  the  National  Legii>laturei  and  this,  with  due  def- 
erence, I  conceived  to  be  a  manifest  soleciam.  The 
legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  depertmrnts  of  tliis 
Government  are  wisely  sspamted  by  the  constiiutiun, 
and  one  cannot  interfere  with  the  province  of  another. 
The  Irgidative  prescribe*  rules  for  tbe  executive  and 
judiciary,  but  cannot  itself  perform  any  Itgialalive  or 
judicial  function,  except  in  tbe  apecial  cases  set  forth  in 
the  constitution.  Congress  may,  if  it  be  necessary  and 
proper,  command  the  Executive  to  repeal  the  Treasury 
ordor,  but  cannot  ittelf  repeal  it.  C«ngreaa  pataeslaws 
for  the  government  of  every  citisen,  from  the  bighrsl  to 
the  lowest,  and  at  hia  own  peril  he  yields  or  withholds 
obedienec.  As  well,  and  even  with  more  propiie^, 
might  tbe  Supreme  Court  say  It  repeals  ao  act  of  Con- 


gress, when  it  pronounces  it  unconstitutional,  and  rehm 
to  enforce  it.    And  as  well  might  Congress  say  it  n- 
peala  a  decision  of  tbe  Supreme  Court,  when  tbal  <lf* 
eision,  having  opened  Ha  eyes  to  some  defect  ia  ibe  ex- 
isting law,  indncfs  it  to  prescribe  a  new  rule  for  htote 
action.   Even  when  the  deoaiomof  the  court  SNpi^ 
psbly  Tvpugnani  to  the  existing  law,  CopgreaseaaAMn. 
peal  them.    Congress  may  direct  what  decisions  Aallk 
made  in  future,  but  cannot  repeal  those  already  ptb- 
lished.    Neither  can  it  repeal  the  decisionsof  ibeEt 
ecutive.    The  Legulature  prescribea  rules  fbrtbeprr. 
eminent  of  both  these  departments,  and  to  each  of  ^ 
it  maat  be  left  to  apply  themi  and  cncb  muat,  in  tbe  im 
instance,  judge  how  far  its  own  'actions  squire  with  tbe 
rules  preacribed,  upon  its  osm  official  responaibiGif.  A 
direct  declaration  of  repeal,  therefore,  muit  be  iho- 
gelher  inoperative,  and  of  course  an  absurdity.  Tbt 
truth  is,  this  Treasury  order  is  altogether  an  cxecatn 
act,  and  can  only  be  undone  by  executive  sttlltatitjr. 
Congress  may  command  its  repeal,  and  doubtless  (he  &t 
ecutive  4rould  yield  such  command  reapeclfidiibcAeaift 
But  it  strikes  me  there  w  something  in  the  mode  sf  ihii 
undertsking  to  effect  tbe  repeal  of  the  Treasary  arte, 
liot  consistent  with  strict  parliamenUry  proprielTi 
least,  not  altogether  consistent  with  tbe  professed  pv- 
pose  of  those  who  desire  iu  repeal,    it  islaiddmii 
Jefferson's  Manual,  the  higheat  authority  acknowkdgtd 
by  ua  in  aucb  mattera,  that  *•  When  Ui*  House  esa- 
mands  any  thing,  it  is  by  order.    But  facli^  pfisppb, 
their  own  opiniims  and  purposes,  are  exprcMed  iathi 
form  of  resolutions,"   Now,  tbe  reselutiOBS  befbiestt 
while  they  assume  the  name  of  rcaolutioB%  effect  iki 
ofBce  of  orders,  and  to  perform  more,  as  I  thinHhwe 
before  shown,  than  even  an  order  would  be  confetot 
to  acoompliah. 

But,  again,!  am  opposed  to  the  resoluttoni, brciiw 
Uiey  propose  to  prescribe  a  rule,  unoecessarilyiSslc"- 
oeive,  in  a  matter  where,  from  its  nature,  a  1^"** 
cretion  is  derirable,  being  b^hly  convenient, >MMf* 
degree  liable  to  dangerous  use.    I  know  it  is  tbe  wmb 
of  the  day  to  suppose  that  the  executive  sutbsrilj'  ii  IM 
only  one  liable  to  abuse,  or  in  any  way  likely  lothniW 
the  libertiea  of  the  country.    Among  tbe 
Pre«dent,  for  which  we  of  the  present  day  artoew"* 
to  Heaven,  there  are  none,  pulilically  Bpcabtari*| 
which  we  have  more  just  reason  to  be  grate<u^ 
the  formation  of  our  constitution  has  not  been  rfl  » 
our  own  bamla«  that  we  have  received  il  ready  ittwn, 
in  all  Its  beautiful  proportionih  by  men  who  seen  towe 
been  commissionca  by  Heaven  for  this  very  tbing- 
rounded  by  an  atmosphere  juat  purified  by  tbe  iiiir** 
and  convulsions  of  (he  Revolution,  every  one  fc*"< 
more  strongly  than  any  other  want  tbal  ff  anrq*'> 
viae,  and  impartial  Government,  they  addressed  iK"' 
aelvt-s  to  the  tssk  with  no  faculty  biased  by  bw^ 
personal  passions.   They  sought  fur  tiutb  «ilh  ^ 
visual  organs  purged  from  the  misMof  prejudice.*" 
they  found  her.    They  listened  to  her  inspired  iBsm^ 
lionii,  and  penned  the  happy  constitution  under  rbn 
we  now  live,  the  envy  of  other  nations,  and  the 
our  own.    They  divided  Government  into  three  a2'^" 
meuta,  and  prescribed  the  sphere  in  which  escbiSMH 
move.    Harmony  and  saftty  will  ever  attend  il**^ 
while  each  strictly  observes  the  law  of  iiacrestiss. 
it  is  difBcult  to  say  from  which  Uie  most  direfw 
are  to  be  apprehended,  riiould  it  with  eceeatrie 
ment  forsake  its  natural  orbit,  and  invade  '^5^ 
sister  plaocU.   Viewing  Ibis  matter  in  the 
perience,  we  should  be  led  to  suppose  that  fro* 
gislative  department  llicre  was  tbe  P**^^** '|^|lflaf 
jealouay  of  usurpation,  or  iovanon  of  the  pwwg^ 
others.   Tbe  moat  remarkaUnnddm^WR*"^ 
of  which  modem  Biiltir9clfin«iUi)iidgddat  imv" 
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of  Bngbod  «id  Fnnce»  and  the  complete  prcntration  or  < 
tbe  exccuHTe  and  jjtidicUl  autbor'itiet  beneath  the  feet  t 
of  the  legisktive  marked  those  Mnguinary  cTCnla.    But  1 
t«  pren  ibii  portion  of  the  subject  no  farther*  suffice  it  i 
to  my,  that  true  wiidom  dictates  to  each  department  I 
grtai  fbrbcuanca  towudi  the  others,  and  a  no  less 
■erapnlaiM  idMtinenee  from  infringing  upon  their  rights, 
tbaoa  jodoiis  eanof  its  own.    Tbe  collection  of  the 
rcvewwM  itrfetljr  an  executive  act.    Tbe  Legislature,  . 
to  be  Mre.  can  alone  prescribe  the  subjects  of  revenue, 
aod  tbe  node  of  its  collection  t  bat  the  funds,  to  use  the 
laBgnufe  of  the  resolution,  in  which  receivable,  is,  in  tbe 
gcnenu^  a  fairsubject  to  be  leA  to  the  Executive,  under 
ibc  eofiMttution»  and  the  broad  range  of  circumstances 
wVA  mmy        tine  to  time  ariie.   Tbe  general  prin- 
ciple, certainly,  (from  vhleh  nritber  common  reason  nor 
ewireoience  will  allow  of  any  wide  departute,)  ti^  that 
Ibe  public  revenue  should  be  collected  in  what  is  ob- 
rioMly  equivalent  to  so  much  gold  and  niver,  the  ac- 
kaowledged  standards  of  value  both  by  tbe  constitution 
and  tbe  oaage  of  trade.    What  is  so  equivalent  must  de- 
pend greatly  upon  circumstances  continually  fluctua- 
tiac— tbe  currents  of  trade,  and  the  peculiar  application 
fai  vUrih  ai^  p*e«  portion  of  the  revenue  is  designed, 
ameteeathe  case  of  thecitizea  may  be  consulted  to 
a  creit  meat,  in  perfect  consistency  with  the  security 
oTflM  Tnaanryi  and  at  others,  nothing  abort  of  the 
precsoas  BeUls  themselves  will  serve  the  purfxeses  of 
(he  pobjic  demands.    I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Con- 
grcM  baa  not  the  power  of  dictating  even  the  fiinds  in 
which  tbe  revenue  may  be  paid,  or  that  there  ia  any 
tbi^  toiproper  in  her  doing  sot  but  that,  in  general,  the 
riBeer  whoae  bniiiieM  it  'n  to  auprrviie  tbe  Treamry,  in 
Vm  lars  under  the  superriskm  of  tbe  Ezeeative»  wilt  be 
well  capable  of  judging,  and  much  more  competent  to 
act  to  tbe  advantage  of  the  public,  under  sudden  emer- 
gcaciea,  (which  no  human  aacacity  ia  sufficient  to  fore- 
aee,)  when  untrammelled  by  rigid,  inflexible  rulesiand, 
iberelbre,  unless  strong  considcratiaM  call  for  tbe  en- 
actment of  such  rules,  it  is  far  better  to  leave  him  with 
tbe  reapofwbility  upon  his  own  shoulders,  which,  with- 
oat  web  enactments,  would  rest  there.   Thus  the  ax- 
Kai'nre  class  of  public  oneera  would  be  stimulated  to 
more  activltyf  feeKng,  in  additnn  to  their  responnbility 
to  iHh  Mm  repreaenutives  of  the  people,  a  direct  re- 
wpmnmhVtty  to  them,  our  common  masters,  fortbe  wisdom 
and  fidelity  of  their  action. 

I  am  flsrther  opposed  to  the  resolutions,  because  they 
proceed  upon  a  principle  altogether  unknown  to  custom, 
aaddirectlyat  war  with  Bound  pdicy.  In  general,  either 
a  pnbKc  or  mivate  agent  is  bound  to  collect  the  debts  uf 
bia  prineipw  in  tpteif,  or  aoaielbing  clearly  its  equiva- 
lentt  Msi|adlvided  attention  should  be  directed  to  the 
hrterrat  m  bin  whom  he  represents.  Truly,  that  dispo. 
ntion  to  obl^,  which,  with  rare  exceptions,  character- 
nes  all  intelligent  men,  and  atill  more,  in  public  matters, 
tbat  love  of  popularity  by  which  alone,  in  our  country, 
•MS  are  either  elevated  to  f>ffice  w  tuflierrd  long  to  re- 
tain H,  are  ample  guarantees  that  tbe  debtor  will  not 
be  subjected  to  ineoovenicneeB  not  demanded  by  the 
acent^  own  responsibility  to  his  principalt  and  these  are 
aH  that  have  been  heretofore  thought  safe  to  allow  the 
debtor,  or  at  all  reasonable  for  him  to  ask.  In  fact,  it 
generally  happens  that  consultation  of  his  own  ease  in 
makif^  his  collections  with  the  least  labor  and  trouble, 
a*  law  frf"  kindness,  and  the  love  of  popularity,  induce 
the  ngeiit  to  relax  from  an  observance  sufficiently  rigid 
of  tbe  kMwcils  of  bia  principal,  and  to  receive  payment 
ia  hinda  not  tbe  most  valuable,  if  not,  in  many  cases, 
loaowhat  doubtful.  Such  seems  to  have  been  at  one 
tnae,  ton  very  alarming  extent,  the  fiscal  experience  of 
Ibia  aovemmeat.  But  these  resolutions  propose  to  spur 
tte  Bying  Meed,  to  impoae  that  at  aa  obligation  towards 


which  there  is  already  a  natural  and  dangerous  proclivi- 
ty. They  propose  essentially  to  change  the  office  of  the 
head  of  the  Treasury  Depurtment,  and,  requiring  him  to 
overlook  the  security  of  tbe  national  property,  compel 
him  to  reeeive  tbe  national  dues  in  a  class  of  fuifds  from 
which  the  debtor,  having  the  right  of  seleetimi,  will  of 
course  choose  what  will  be  most  easily  obtained,  and 
consequently,  in  all  probability,  the  least  safe  and  valu- 
able. 

I  am  again  opposed  to  the  resolutions,  because,  as  I  con- 
ceive, they  are  intended  to  censure  the  President  uf  the 
United  Slates.    If  any  doubt  rested  upon  the  mind,  upon 
the  mere  perusal  of  the  resolutions  themselves,  that 
doubt  must  cease  as  soon  as  we  listen  to  (he  comments  of 
their  advocates,  and  the  reasons  which  urge  them  to  their  ' 
support.   Some  of  the  reasons  upon  irbich  they  are 
avowedly  supported  are  the  evil  motives  ascribed  to  the 
President,  in  causing  tbe  issue  of  the  Treasury  order 
they  are  designed  to  repeal.    He  is,  in  effect,  chsrged 
with  falsehood)  for  the  Treasury  order  bears  up'on  its 
face,  doubtlessly  under  bis  own  authority  and  direction, 
the  motives  wlilch  induced  him  to  give  it  existence;  and 
we  are  here  publicly  told  that  bis  true  motives  were  of 
an  allc^ethrr  difl^nt  kindt  thus  directly  charging  bim 
with  an  attempt  to  decrive  the  public,  in  placingbefore  it 
false  motives  for  his  official  action.    But  this  is  not  all. 
He  IS  hot  only  charged  with  falsehood,  but  at  least 
one  of  the  motives  ijnputed  to  him  is  in  itself  altogether 
base  snd  dishonorable.    We  are  told  that  some  uf  the 
land  speculatora  alltided  to  in  tbe  order  were  his  own 
particular  friends,  whose  interest  he  was  solicitous  to 
promote;  that  they  have  already  made  large  investments 
in  tbe  poblic  lands,  and  are  threatened  with  losi^  or  at 
least  a  neeessliy  of  holding  for  an  inconvenient  length  of 
time,  should  tbe  United  States  continue  to  be  a  compet- 
itor with  them  in  unrestricted  sales;  and  that,  while  the 
United  States  ts  demanding  specie,  they,  by  selling  for 
paper,  would  acquire  a  preference  in  the  market,  and 
be  enabled  to  command  better  prices;  thus  making  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  forgetfulness  of  his 
high  station  and  his  well-earned  honors  to  sell  tbe  latter 
for  trash  to  enrich  his  friends,  and  prostitute  the  former 
to  gratify  their  avarice.   Another  motive  assigned  is, 
that  being  in  heart  opposed  tu  the  deposite  law  of  the 
last  session,  he  was  desirous  of  throwing  every  difficulty 
in  tbe  way  of  its  eiecution,  to  verify  the  evil  omens  ut- 
tered byhimself  and  friendiin  relation  to  it,  and  to  ren- 
der it  txlious  ill  the  eyes  of  tbe  people.   To  sccompliBh 
all  this,  the  Treasury  order  was  framed,  in  the  hope  that 
tbe  pressure  and  embarrassments  it  should  produce  might 
be  imputvd  to  the  deposite  act  It  may  be  that  the  Preu- 
dent  of  the  United  States  was  not  wellinclined  tu  the 'de- 
posite act,  and  that  in  truth  it  is  a  mischievous  measure, 
some  of  the  evils  of  which  are  now  demonstrating  them- 
selves; that  those  are  now  feeling  them  who  could  not 
in  any  other  way  be  brought  to  dream  of  their  existence; 
that  in  fact  the  connexion  bttween  present  diffieuUies 
and  the  deposite  act  is  so  intimate  as  to  make  it  appear 
that  one  waa  got  up  by  previous  de«gn  to  accompany  the 
other.    But  however  all  Ibis  may  be,  it  ia  well  known 
tbe  present  Chief  Hagialraie  is  not  a  man  to  accomplish 
his  views  by  any  indirection;  that  a  bold  and  manly,  and, 
as  his  enemies  think,  a  rash  and  reckless  policy,  is  one  of 
his  chancteristics.    Yet  gentlemen  who  advocate  theee 
resolutions  ascribe  to  him  conduct  highly  disingenuous, 
and  motives  exceedingly  dikhonorable.    It  is  not  my 
wish,  in  nialiec,  to  Impugn  the  motives  of  any  oneg  and 
if  I  should  refer  unftvoraoly  to  lite  motives  of  a  party,  I 
hope  no  gentleman  within  or  without  these  walls  will 
consider  it  personsl  to  himself,  or  springing,  in  the 
■lightest  degree,  from  individual  feel  ng.    We  are  all 
men,  and  are  all  liable  to  have  our  judgment  warped, 
hoverer  clear  and  intuitive  originally,  by  tht^allurcments 
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of  peraiusion,  (be  faacinittion  of  aflection,  the  detiuiont 
of  prejudice,  or  the  miuliwss  of*  ptssiont  and  when  (  find 
myself  differipg  wilb  »nolber,  I  am  alw*;'  willing  lo 
Hippoae,  and  Mvt  it  uippOKdj  that  eilher  he  or  my- 
■elf  bav*  falleo  under  subjectioo  tofmeof  theie  malign 
iDfluencei. 

There  are  gentlemen  itill  living,  and  on  the  theatre 
of  public  action,  whoae  fame  once  fired  my  infant  aoul 
Willi  admiiation,  and  whose  fame  I  itill  cherish  aa  the 
boast  of  my  country.  But  God  has  given  to  every  ra- 
tional and  reaponsible  beinp  faculties  by  which  he  ia 
bound  to  try  the  acliooa  and  opinions  of  others  u  well  as 
hit  ovnf!  he  miiat  be  obedient  to  their  deeiaions,  and  not 
■uffer 'himself  lo  be  led  caplire  at  the  chariot  wheels  of 
aiithopity.  Tried  by  th's  standard,  I  have  fuund  those 
whom  I  once  viewed  m  little  leu  than  demigods,  men  of 
like  paiiions  with  myself,  and  in  like  manner  subject  to 
idols,  as  the  learned  Lord  Bacon  has  been  pleased  (o  term 
the  various  delusions  to  which  (he  human  nund  is  expo- 
aed.  While,  thereftH^  I  sin  still  disposed  lo  accord  to 
then  ,lbe  fame  they  so  justly  merit,  and  allow  to  them  at 
the  same  time  patriotism  equal  to  lhat  of  Curlius,  who 
sealed  bis  with  his  life,  I  yet  see  in  them  mulives  to  as- 
sail the  present  administration  well  c^tlculated  tu  mislead 
them,  and  find  in  them  a  practice  of  indiscriminate  con- 
demnation of  all  its  measures.  L>ke  the  Jews  of  old, 
theircry  c<intinually  is,  "can  any  good  come  out  of  N*za- 
rcth?"  They  must  be  indulged  in  the  cry,  but  it  is  thcdu* 
ty  of  every  one  who  loves  hi«  country  to  anawer  that  cry. 
In  all  its  various  modifications,  whenever  he  ahall  believe 
it  groundless!  with  instant  denunciation,  Icat  the  people, 
become  deluded  by  il,  and  stimulated,  at  of  old,  to  the 
sacrifice  of  their  beat  friend,  (heir  truest  .benefactor. 
Let  m«  not  be  misunderstood.  Hucli  at  I  esteem  and, 
-  admire  General  Jackson  as  ^  patriot  and  wive  ststean^an, 
let  it  nut  be  said  I  have  ever  uttered  the  blaspliemous 
tbought  that  be  bears  the  most  remote  comparison  with 
the  tacpcd  pertonage  who  fell  a  Tietim  to  Jewish  perse- 
cution. But  I  do  iDtitt  that  to  these  original  retoluttona 
it  it  a  iu4t  cause  of  resistance  that  tltry  are  designed  to 
iwell  the  cry  of  disapprobation  against  an  administra- 
lion  pronounced,  aa  1  understand,  by  Nathaniel  Macon, 
the  political  patriarch  of  North  Cardina,  the  heat  (bit 
country  has  ever  witnessed. 

llul  this  objeclion  is  intimately  connected  with  anotb- 
ert  and  that  is  the  tendency  of  the  adoption  of  these  res- 
olutifins  to  the  re^stablisliment  of  the  United  Statet 
Bank.'  The  whole  of  the  party  with  whom  I  have  the 
honor  tuaci  coitcur  in  the  iipinion  tlwt  this  institulion 
cannot  exist  consistently  with  the  constitution;  and  many 
who  di0er  from  us  in  other  matters  unite  with  us  jn  be-' 
liefli^  it  one  highly  dangerous  tu  the  public  weal.  Rut 
these  are  questions  not  now  for  discussiont  they  may  be 
considered  as  settled  by  the  verdict  of  the  people.,  But, 
sir,  a  new  trial  is  nwvcd  fur,  and  all  torts  of  devices  are 
aet  on  foot  to  prepare  the  mind  of  the  only  tribunal 
whiob  can  decide  whether  or  not  it  shall  be  granted  to 
lend  a  favorable  ear  to  (he  application.  None  is  aiore 
likely  to  be  successful  than  the  conviction  that  the  fiscal 
ooDoernt  of  the  country  arc  prone  to  gross  mismanage- 
meat  without  it.  If,  therefore,  Congreae  shall,  by  the 
adoption  of  thcae  resolutions,  give  color  to  such  a  belief, 
gcnlkmen'have -already  warned  us  in  their  apcectira  of 
the  bearing  it  is  likely  tp  have  upon  tlie  question  of  the 
recharter  of  the  United  SUtea  Bank.^  lliis  recharter  (s, 
in  my  humble  opinion^  the  main  object  for  the  aecom* 
plialimeni  whereof  the  prtaent  administration  is  abused 
and  vilified,  and  all  (he  other,  paity  machinery  set  to 
work.  Among oiher  thingn,  with  tlie  cunning  characteris- 
tic of  a  certain  little  animal  common  in  our  .country,  the 
bsnk  pretendi  to  be  dead.  .Uut  il  is  a  delusion:,  the  mon- 
ster ih  nut  deadt  it  does  not  even  sicrp.  1  nye  il  to  the  re- 
spectable etntlemen  connected  with  that  iiibtitu(ion,st>n;c 


of  them  my  K^My  esteemed  personal  friend*,  to  lajr  Hot 
my  hostility  to  (he  bank  is  entirety  political.  To  moreible, 
and,  for  aught  1  know,  more  honest  hands,  hesrti,  nd 
heads,'  than  tome  who  have  heretofore  held  tome  eoatnl 
of  iu  afiair<i  they  coold  not  have  been  committfd.  But, 
even  with  them,  flagrant  abuses  have  attended  its  admin. 
istratipn,  and  the  freedom  of  elections,  that  lifc.apfing  of 
our  pdliticat  system, -been  seriously  threatened.  If  tbesi 
th'mgs.  happen  in  the  green  tree,  what  will  be  done  is 
the  dry.'  If  honest  men  are  borne  away  upon  tbetidcsf 
human  pauion,  what  may  we  expect  when,  u  in  thi 
common  course  of  things  may  well  hippen,  mereMek- 
jobbera  and  knavca  thul  rule  over  itc  destining  £f  fff 
tendency,  then,  lo  its  recharter  ought  to  be  resisted,  em 
if  the  problem  were  demonstrated  that  we  could  sot 
manage  our  fiscal  concerns  so  well  without  it. 

These,  sir,  are  some  of  the  reaaons  lhat  wouM  lute 
indisposed  me  a  priori  to  support  the  original  resolulioat. 
But  gentlemen  say  they  ought  to  be  adopted,  and  Ibe 
order  rescinded,  beoauae  it  was  iiaued  in  contenptoou 
disregard  of  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  expreiscdititi 
last  session.  If  this  be  to,  it  is  e  grievous  ftultt  sad  tint 
the  alleg.  d  perpetrator  hath  not  been  called  uponiaoK 
grievously  to  answer  it,  is.  to  my  mind,  proof  poHlire 
that  the  accusation  is  groundless.  I  he  circum««w 
which,  as  1  suppose,  gives  color  to  this  charge  ii,  ihit 
at  the  last  seuion  of  Congress  it  was  proposed  io  tbe  Ben- 
ate  lo  adopt  a  resolution  substantially  conforaaMe  ts 
the  present  lYeatuiy  order,  which  a  majority  of  the  Set- 
ate  refuted  to  do.  Tu  tett  Ibtt  matter,  let  ui  suppon 
tbe  adminialration  (he  private  agent  of  a  private  ladirid- 
ual,  jlrhom  we  will  imagine  to  be  Congress.  In  some  of 
those  momenta  when  the  mouth  unconKioudy  pouri 
forih  the  fulness  of  the  heart,  the  apeni  overbesri  lui 
principal,  while  casting  over  in  his  mind  Ibe  Urge  Or 
tales  of  which  be  is  the  proprietur,  and  the  vast  laW" 
money  which,' by  way  of  rent,  are  pouring  into  aueuf- 
fers,  « I  believe,"  says  he,  "  I  will  initruct  my  sgett  to 
receive  nothing  but  gold  and  tilver  fhrin  my  teaaati. 
He  debates  the  matter  oves  with  himself,  and  finally  eofl- 
(iludea  to  give  hit  s^nt  no  inatructionaupon  the  subject. 
But  gold  and  sih  er  are  the  legal  currency  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  agent,  of  bis  own  head  and  imaginaWn, 
compels  the  (erianu  to  pay  in  gold  and  silver.  Tbey 
complain  that  it  would  hav*  been  far  easier  fo' 
have  paid  in  the  notea  of  specie-paying  '>•""■.  "j.j 
what  justice  coukl  the'  principal  complain  that  he  t» 
been  contemptuously  treated  by  bia  agent,  becauie  M 
had  not  construed  his  not  commanding  biro  to  demna 
gold  and  ailver,  as  an  instruction  not  to  demand 
and  ailver?  I  confess,  had  1  the  honor  to  ha»e  been  tt 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  Urparlment,  I  should  bare  ret- 
soned  in  thil  way.  NutWithtlanding  a  propoB|l  topR 
me  special  instructions  upon  this  matter,  Conjren  b" 
thought  it  expedient  to  leave  me  to  my  own  di**"^ 
upon  my  official  ret-poaaibilily,  and  expects  me  toH^ 
tuch  meaturetio  Ibia  iA>vel  critit  of  affairs  WI,  rtMt 
time  tq,ttme,  require.  My  aituation  is  difficult  anU  «u- 
cate,  and  it  befioovea  me,  .with  ttytesmanhke  eye.  w 
survey  the  scenei  and,  with  manly  and  i"'*'f'5*' "[J 
nets,  to  adopt  such  meaaurea  at  are  demanded  by  u* 
exigency.  Puerile  fears,  or  irresolution,  on  my  p^^ 
may  endanger  the  whole  national  treamire. 
told  tliat  the  Executive  hat  no  right  to  consider  ttew« 
of  affairs;  no  right  to-  take  'any  measures  with  «»^^ 
lo  Ibe  currency  of  the  country,  or  tbe  dwwital  m  w« 
public  lands.  That  these  are  matters  excluHTcly  vi" 
Congress.  Indeed,  sir!  and,  pray,  why  have  we  any  M- 
ecutive  at  allf  Why  di>es  not  Congress  just  P" JJV 
and  place  their  execution  in  the  hands  of  agents  of  »w 
own  selection  and  appointment'  Simply  beauie  «w 
furefaihrr*  were  too  wise  to  ^deftkW^S'K.^SJ. 
gove^umcnl.   TbeytteieW  t^tt^*te^>W*P'^ 
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body  wu  the  mott  ^rennical  of  til  inttitujiotia,  And  thst 
iDtwnh  ia  iU  teiriaiHa  w  well  as  iti  czntenee,  vere  ei- 
•ential  to  lib«ly.  'But  Ihry  did  not  intend  thft^«  during 
Ihow  tntervtU,  the  vessel  of  state  should  float  down  the 
MmiB  of  CTCnta-without  a  pilot.  Ko,  sir,  they  constitu< 
led  a  responsible  Extcutirei  renponsible  to  the  grest 
•overeign  power  from  whom,  and  by  whom,  he  is  eilled 
to  the  exercise  of  high,  ukFuI,  and  honorable  functions. 
Where  the  Legislature  prescribes  for  Him  particular 
rules,  provided  thej  be  aueh  as  the  eonstitution  allows 
tbem  to  preaeribr,  be  la  bound  to  fdlow  them  with  im- 
plicit obedience!  but,  where  they  have  omitted  to  do  so, 
the  broad  chart  of  the  eonstitution  is  the  only  limit  to  a 
d  acretioa  which  he  is  not  only  at  liberty  but  is  bound  to 
etercise.  He  is  criminally  negligent  if,  witliin  those 
linuts,  be  fails  to  adopt  auch  measures  as  the  public  exi- 
geneiea  ma^  demand.  He  liss  not  only  a  right,  but  is 
bound,  to  judge  when  such  exigencies  exist,  and  so  to 
fr^ne  bit  meaMirea  as  to  pass  them  in  safety.  Whether 
he  >e(B*  or  forbears  to  act,  he  has  aot  only  to  encounter 
tbe  strict  ordeal  of  public  opinion,  but  may  be  called  up- 
on to  anawer,  on  impeachment,  fur  exeeaa  on  the  one 
hand,  or  IpggarU  indinerence  on  the  other.  And  is  the 
v^t  of  judging  to  be  denied  him,  when  such  respoasi- 
bWrty  for  events  rests  upon  his  shoulders?  When  not 
only  tbe  lame  which  has  been  his  passpuK  to  high  dis> 
linetioD  b  to  be  ana'ched  from  him  by  the  deeiaion  of 
hif  eoCenporsries,  atkl  himself  tried  and  degraded  upon 
•  fennal  proceeding,  but  the  page  which  handa  bit  name 
ffoirs  to  posterity  marked  with  tbe  opprobrieus  words  of 
tyrant,  usurper,  knave,  fool,  or  coward? 

Try  biffl  as  a  private  agent  to  whom  you  have  com- 
mitted your  affairs.  A  wide  space  intervenes — seas  roll 
between  you,  or  for  some  other  reason  he  is  not  within 
reach  of  instruction.  An  important  crisis  takes  place, 
and  by  a  single  step  he  ms^  make  your  fortune.  1'he 
crisis  passes,  and  (he  step  is  not  taken.  Tou  hear  of 
thia  crisis,  and,  believing  that  you  hive  trusted  your  af- 
fairs to  a  wise  man,  you  do  not  doubt  that  all  that  was 
proper  to  hare  been  done  has  been  done.  When  next 
you  meet  your  agent,  you  say  to  him,  "Where  are  the 
g(Men  ingots  you  have  amaSsed  for  me  f  where  the  treas- 
ures of  Ethiopia  and  the  Indies'"  ■*  1  have  them  nut," 
repHea  your  agent.  Why,"  you  inquire,  '*did  you 
not  perform  such  and  such  an  act!*'  **  I  did  not,"  tbe 
agent  doggedly  repliest  **  you  did  not  tell  me  to  do  It.*,' 
Woukt  yuu  not  seize  him  by  the  throat,  and  iitdignantly 
exclarai,  "Stupid  doh!  did  1  tell  you  not  to  do  it?" 
Tell  me  not,  then,  that  the  must  important  public  agent 
Diay  dtne  in  the  palace  providid  for  his  accoromodittion, 
and  move  only  when  quickened  into  action  by  legisla- 
tive impulse. 

Bat  thia  brings  oa  tosnother  point.  Senators  say  that 
CongrcM  has  already  prescribed  the  rule  in  this  ease, 
and  declare  that  this  order  is  in  violation  of  it,  and  there- 
fore illegal;  and  upon  this  point,  methought,  the  other 
day,  the  highly  distinguished  Senator  from  Massachusetia 
"iiil  his  thumb  at  us."  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  that 
gentleman  knew  any  thing  of  the  character,  or  even  the 
name,  of  the  humble  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  but 
he  alluded  to  a  diss  to  which  1  have  the  honor  to  be- 
long. I  know  tltat  the  Senator  from  Musachusetts 
wields  a  ponderous  lance,  and  with  the  arm  of  a  giant, 
and  1  ahould  be  loth  to  encounter  iti  deadly  thrust. 
But  he  baa.  Ml  think,  assumed  to  himselfground  on 
vhicb  a  stripling  might  venture  to  sssail  him.  As  an 
eagle,  '.'"towering  in  his  pride  of  place,"  may  drop  a 
leattwr  from  his  plumage,  destined  at  aome  future  day 
tug'ive  force  and  direction  i«i  the  arrow  which  wounds  him, 
so  did  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  in  one  of  those 
able  effusions  which  contributed  to  place  him  on  that 
enviable  elevatiM)  he  now  occupies)  fivnlah  ar^menta, 
strong  and  iire^lble,  against  the  poaition  be  baa  now 
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thought  proper  to  asaumei  If'ibe  Treasury  order  is  il- 
legaC  I  would  ask,  in  tbe  first  plaee,  what  need  of  fu^■ 
tber  legislation*  1>oes  a  kw  derive  more  efBeacy  from 
repetition?  Or  does  its  obli^lion  depend  upon  tbe 
number  of  ponderous  tomes  it  may  fillr  If  gentlemen 
really  believe  there  is  a  law  now  existing  which  over- 
reaches the  Treasury  order,  are  they  not  sporting  with 
us  wben  they  ask  us  to  pass  another?  If  the  Executive 
is  in  fact  regardless  of  a  law  passed  in  1816,  will  be  be 
more  mindful  of  a  law  passed  in  1837?  But  let  us  bear 
what  law  ia  violated,  or,  rather,  alleged  to  be  violated. 
The  Senatctr  from  Massachusetts  in  a  speech  delivered 
in  1816,  informs  us  that  by  the  statute  all  duties  and  tax- 
es were  required  to  be  paid  in  the  legal  money  of  the 
United  States  or  in  Treasury  notes.  What  was  the  le- 
gal money  of  the  United  States?  At  that  time  Congress 
hs4  legalized  no  money  except  gold  and  silver,  and 
United  Slktes  Bank  notest  and,  of  course,  if  only  legal 
money  was  receivable,  nothing  but  gold  and  silver,  and 
Treasury  notea,  and  United  Statea  Bank  notca*  were 
receivable;  but  the  following  Jtnnt  resolution  was  then 
adopted : 

TKe  joint  raohUion  ^1816. 
"  That  the  Secretary  of  Ibe  Treasury  be.  and  he  here- 
by is,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
he  may  deem  neeeasary  to  cause,  as  soon  as  may  b^ 
all  duties,  taxes,  debts  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or 
becoming  payable  to  the  United  Stales,  to  be  collected 
and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or 
Treaaury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
Sutea,  as  by  Isw  provided  and  declared,  or  in  notea 
of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand,  in 
the  said  le^l  currency  of  ilie  Urated  States;  and  that, 
from  and  uter  the  20th  day  of  February  next,  no  sucb 
duties,  taxes  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  be- 
coming payable  to  the  United  States  ss  aforesaid,  ought 
to  be  collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  legal 
currency  of  the  United  Stales  or  Treasury  notep,  or 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  or  in  notes  of 
banka  which  are  payable  and  paid  no  demand,  in  tbe  said 
legal  currency  ofthe  United  SUtes.'* 

And  this  it  W'^t  compels  the  Secrelary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  receive  in  payment  uf  public  dues  the  option 
of  ilie  debtor,  either  gold  or  ulver,  or  Treasury  -notes 
or  United  Statea  Bank  notes  or  notes  of  banks  which 
are  paid  or  payable  on  demand  in  legal  money.  Lan- 
guage, I  suppose,  Mr.  Preudent,  is  subject  to  various 
interpretations  according  to  the  relationship  which  the 
speaker  bears  to  the  subject-matter.  As,  for  instaocp, 
if  s  creditor,  addressing  his  agent,  ahould  say  to  him, 
"You  must  collect  fur  me  either  gold  and  silver,  or 
Treasury  notes  or  United  States  Bank  notes  or  notes 
of  specie-paying  banks"  could  he  understand  him  in  any 
other  aense  than  that  he  would  be  aatisfird  with  either, 
leaving  lo  his  agent  to  collect  in  either  fund,  according 
to  the  dictate  ol  convenience?  If  the  creditor  should 
intend  lo  niisume  the  singular  attitude  of  speaking  main- 
ly in  behalfof  his  debtor,  ought  not  the  agent  to  be  dis- 
tinctly apprized,  in  some  way,  that  such  was  the  fact, 
before  he  could  be  justly  charged  with  disobedience  uf 
orders  in  not  allowing  tlie  debtor  to  choose  the  fund  in 
which  he  should  pay?  And  would  not  rverv  one  be  fil- 
led with  astonishment,  should  a  debtor  be  found  unrea- 
sonable enough  to  insist  to  the  agent,  that,  upon  any  in- 
clructions  he  might  h  tve  received  from  his,|irincipsl,  he, 
the  debtor,  acquired  a  right  of  action  against  him  fur 
declining  to  obey  those  instructions?  But  the  Senator 
fr.)m  Massachusetts  will  not,  I  im  persuaded,  diflTer  with 
me  upon  this  principle  of  law:  that  in  construing  statutes 
reference  may  be  had  to  the  old  law,  the  mischief,  and 
the  remedy.  What  does  the  hiBtonref  the  timpa  inform 
us  was  tbe  o'd  law,  and  lllgRinatd^iRm^ud  vfc^ion  of 
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the  refolutioD  of  1816?  The  Senator  from  UuuohuKtti, 
III  the  ipeech  tbove  referred  to,  inrorms  us  tbit  "all 
duties  and  taxes  were  required  to  be  paid  in  the  legal 
money  of  the  United  Slates,  or  in  Treasury  notes." 
This  was  the  old  law.  The  mischief,  we  learn  from  the 
vame  ftutborityt  was,  "that  (he  notes  of  banks  of  a  hun- 
dred different  deicriptioiis,  and  almoat  as  many  different 
values^  bad  been  received,  and  were  itill  reeciTed." 
What,  then,  wastbe  remedy  intended  t^Congreit?  To 
give  the  Secretary  a  wider  latitude  in  nvor  of  the  debt* 
or,  or  to  correct  the  mischief,  and  inflruct  him  entirely 
with  reference  to  the  production  of  a  more  healthy  state 
of  the  Treasury  f  Most  obviously  the  latter;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  fifteen  years  ago  it  would  have  been  esteemed, 
by  gentlemen  of  all  parties,  the  moat  wild  chimera  im- 
aginable, in  any  public  debtor  to  have  act  up  the  pre* 
tence  of  selecting  the  fund  in  which  he  would  pay  off 
his  responsibility.  And  yet  it  is  ur^ed,  by  way  or  au- 
thurily  upon  this  pmnt,  Ihikt  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  has  so  construed  the  resolution  of  1816,  ss  is  evin- 
ced by  bis  advising  Congress  to  remove  the  obligation 
upon  the  Treasury  to  receive  United  Stales  Bank  notes 
in  payment  of  public  dues.  But  this,  1  think,  does  not 
at  all  contribute  to  the  proof  of  the  proposition  contend- 
ed for,  as  it  is  evident  that  the  obligation  alludrd  to  by 
the  President  is  that  contained  in  the  charter  of  the 
United  Slates  Bank,  and  not  to  any  command,  either  ex- 
press or  implied,  in  the  joint  reaolulion  of  I8t6.  There 
is  nothing  on  the  score  of  authority,  but,  on  the  contra- 
ry, I  believe  I  am  warranted  in  sayir^  that  the  weight 
of  authority  is  the  olher  wsyt  as  in  eflect  the  operations 
of  the  United  Statea  Bank,  while  the  fiscal  agent  of  the 
country,  amounted  to  the  actual  collection  of  specie 
from  Government  debtors,  so  that  the  charge  of  illrgaU 
ity  on  this  ground  is  not  sustained  either  by  argument  or 
authority.  And,  indeed,  I  think  it  ii  in  effect  abandon- 
ed by  the  admiasion  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
might  refuse  lo  receive  in  Maine  notes  payable  in  Geor- 
gia, and  vice  veraa;  or,  in  other  word*,  ttist  he  is  at  liber- 
ty lo  judge  whether  tlie  fund  offered  is  worth  so  much 
gold  and  silver  at  the  place  offered,  although  it  may  be 
at  par,  or  even  above  par,  at  some  other  place.  But 
another  case  may  be  put,  for  which  the  resolution  would 
have  provided,  if  it  had  been  intended,  in  all  cases,  to 
deprive  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  any  discretion. 
A  bank  whose  notes  have  been  regularly  redeemed  with 
specie  exists  in  the  place  where  the  money  is  to  bej>aid 
tu  the  public  receiver,  and  those  notes  are  valued  at  par 
in  the  market.  The  public  receiver  has,  however,  cer* 
tain  information  that  the  bank  is  in  critical  cireumstan- 
cea,  and  will  unqueationably  blow  up  in  ■  few  hours. 
What  is  he  to  do?  According  to  the  construction  of  the 
resolution  of  1816  contended  for,  he  is  not  at  liberty  to 
refuse  the  money,  because  this  is  doubtless  a  specie-pay- 
ing bank,  and  may  possibly  continue  to  be  bo{  but  the 
receiver  has  no  right  to  exercise  any  judgment  upon  that 
question,  and  must,  in  the  mean  time,  receive  a  sum  of 
money,  however  large,  with  the  strongest  conviction 
upon  his  own  mUid  tlial  he  ia  receiving  worthless  rags, 
which  will  prove  a  total  loss  to  the  Government.  But 
the  Treasury  order  is  further  uid  to  be  illegal,  because  it 
discriminates  between  actiisl  settlers  and  others,  and  in- 
deed it  it  said  to  be,  in  this  respect,  in  violation  of  the 
constitution  itself.  The  clause  in  the  eye  of  the  object- 
or is  the  first  of  the  Sd  section  of  the  4th  art  cle  of  the 
constitution,  declaring  "that  the  citizens  of  each  State 
shall  tw  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  eiti- 
una  in  the  several  States.**  The  aeU  of  nearly  if  not 
quite  every  State  in  the  Union  have  given  construction 
to  Ibis  clause  of  the  constitution,  by  which  it  seems  to 
have  been  understood  as  contemplating  nothing  more 
tlian  the  defence  of  the  oitixens  of  one  State  from  the 
disabilitica  of  alinwge  in  another.   Tbe  pro^empiUm 


rights  recognised  in  neariy  all  the  land  legldatioa  of 
Congress  is  a  farther  precedent  and  sanction  of  the  prin- 
ciple. But,  so  far  aa  tbe  present  debate  i«  concerned,  it 
is  sufficient  to  say  that  this  discrimination  in  tbe  Treasu- 
ry order  no  longer  exists.  It  has  fulfilled  tbe  tern  of 
duration  originally  allotted  lo  it,  and  nn  longer  forma  a 
feature  in  thia  ezeeiitiTe  measure. 

But  some  have  farther  urged  the  illegality  of  tba  ' 
Treasury  order,  upon  the  ground  that  iu  operstioB  is 
not  extended  to  the  customsof  the  country.  This  argu- 
ment would  be  a  very  sound  one  in  tbe  mouth  of  bin 
who  vas  contendingfor  a  further  extension  of  the  Treas- 
ury order,  ao  as  to  embrace  tbe  customs,  but  ia  certain- 
ly not  at  all  calculated  to  impugn  the  propriety  of  re. 
quiring  the  public  lands  to  be  paid  for  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency. It  is  to  be  remembered  Uial  this  order  operates  i 
mainly,  if  not  altogether,  on  sales  made  after  ita  pasas||^ 
and  surely  there  cannot  be  tbe  slightest  wrong,  injustice, 
or  itiegatity,  in  demanding  different  kinds  of  payment  (or 
debts  of  a  character  altogether  different.  Still  less  can 
there  be  any  thing  unlawful  in  one  having  property  to 
sell  saying  to  purchaaers.  "if  you  buy  this  article,  it 
will  suit  me  to  receive  payment  in  current  notes;  but  If 
you  buy  this  other  article,  you  must  pay  for  it  in  gdd 
and  silver."  This  brings  somewhat  under  considerattoa 
the  land  law  of  1830,  which,  if  an  express  justification 
was  required  for  tbe  Treasury  order,  furniihea  a»d 
sweeps  away  at  once  every  pretext  for  charging  it  with 
a  want  of  legality.  By  it  the  public  land  ia  required 
to  be  paid  for  in  cash;  and  as  some  difficulty  has  been 
raised  upon  the  signification  of  this  word,  in  order  to  its  ; 
solution,  at  least  to  my  own  satisfaction,  I  have  had  re> 
course  to  tbe  dictionary  lying  on  your  deak.  I  there  find  I 
that  cash  is  reac^  mnneyi  and  upon  turning  to  the  word 
numey,  I  find  it  signifies  metals  coined  fur  the  purposes 
of  commerce;  so  that  in  fact,  under  that  law,  all  tbe  pub- 
lie  lands,  wi  hout  the  Treasury  order,  can  now  only  be 
paid  for  in  ready  money,  to  wilt  metal  coined  for  the : 
purposes  of  commerce,  in  Treasury  notes,  or  land  scrip. ' 
So  much  fur  the  legality. 

But  the  policy  of  thia  Treasury  order  is  also  aaaalledt ; 
and  upon  this  point  1  must  admit  that,  having  been  bur-| 
ried  into  this  debate  somewhat  sooner  than  I  had  intend- 
ed, I  am  unable  to  do  any  thing  like  justice  either  to 
myself  or  the  subject.  I  am  under  great  obligstions  to 
gentlemen  oa  both  sides  for  the  light  they  have  cast  upon 
It,  and  am  not  less  indebted  to  the  lightning  cornuca- 
tions  of  those  opposed  to  the  order,  than  to  the  calm  ir- 
radiation which  has  shone  from  this  quarter.  In  1816 
the  able  Senator  from  Hassachusetta  waa  piqued  lo  aayi 

"There  are  aome  political  evils  which  are  aeenas 
aoon  as  they  are  dangerous,  and  which  alarm  at  once  as 
well  the  penple  aa  the  Government.  Wars  and  invs* 
aions,  therefore,  are  not  always  the  most  certain  dsslroy. 
ers  of  national  prosperily.  They  come  in  no  questionable 
shape.  Tbey  announce  their  own  approach,  and  tbe 
general  safely  is  preserved  bv  the  genersi  alarm.  Not 
so  with  the  evils  of  a  debased  coin,  a  depredated  paper 
currency,  or  a  depressed  and  ftlling  public  credit.  Not 
so  with  the  plausible  and  insidious  mischiela  of  a  paper- 
money  system.  These  insinuate  themselves  in  the  ahape 
of  facilities,  accommodation,  and  relief.  They  hold  out  the 
most  fallnciuus  hope  of  an  easier  payment  of  debt*,  and 
a  lighter  burden  of  latation.  It  is  easy  for  a  portion  of 
the  people  to  imagine  ihiit  Government  may  properly 
conlinne  to  receive  depreciated  paper,  because  they 
have  received  it,  and  because  it  Is  more  convenient  to 
obtain  it  than  to  obtain  other  paper,  or  ipeoe.  But  on 
these  subjects  it  is  that  Government  ought  to  exercise 
its  own  peculiar  wisdom  and  caution.  It  is  aiipposed  to 
possess,  on  subjects  of  this  nature,  somewhat  more  of 
foreaigtit  than  baa  fallen  to  thejQt  of  individuaU.  It  is 
bound  to  foreiee  %itf^i^i  JlfQcJt^gtr 
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•nJ  to  tkke  kit  necesnry  meuures  to  ^itrd  tgtinst  it, 
although  Ihey  atmy  be  tneuurrs  attended  with  sume  diffi- 
culty, and  not  without  some  temponry  incoiiTenienee. 
*  *  *  *  The  only  power  which  the  GonmnKot  po«- 
aeaaesor  rettrammg  the  'mues  of  ihe  Slite  bBiiks  m  to  re- 
Ane  their  notes  in  (he  receipts  of  ihe  I'reuury.  I'his 
power  it  can  exercise  now,  or  at  least  can  provide  now 
for  exercising  it  in  reasonable  time,  because  the  curren- 
cy of  BO  me  part  of  tlie  country  is  yet  sound,  and  the  evil 
uDot  yet  vniversal.  *  •  *  But  1  have  expressed  my 
bebef  on  more  than  one  occasion,  and  I  now  repeat  the 
opinion,  thai  tt  is  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas* 
ury,  on  the  return  of  peace,  to  hare  returned  to  the  legal 
and  proper  mode  of  cdlecting  the  revenue.  *  •  *  • 
It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  influence  of  the  Treas- 
ury could  hare  effected  all  this.  If  not,  it  could  have 
withdrawn  the  depositee,  and  the  countenance  of  Guv- 
emnient,  from  institutions  which,  against  all  rule  and  all 
propriety,  were  holding  great  sums  in  Governmenl 
Hocks*  mnd  making  enormous  profits  from  the  circula- 
tion ol  ibetr  own  dishonored  paper.  That  which  waa 
mat  wanted  was  the  designation  of  a  time  for  the  corre- 
sponding operation  of  banks  of  different  places.  This 
«ouU  have  been  made  by  the  head  nf  the  Treasury  bet- 
ter than  by  any  body,  or  every  body  elsf.  *  •  This 
CaoremiBent  lias  a  right,  in  all  caaes,  to  protect  its  own 
RTenucf,  and  to  gujirU  them  against  denleation  or  bad 
mad  depreetaied  paper." 

This  speech  is,  in  my  opinion,  ample  authority  for 
nearly  alt  that  I  have  aaserted,  or  wish  to  assert,  on  the 
present  occanon.  It  expressly  declares  the  insidious 
and  dangerous  nature  of  the  paper  system.  It  asserts 
both  the  power  and  the  right  of  Ihe  Government  to  regu- 
late tlie  currency  to  a  great  extent,  by  (lie  refusal  at  the 
Treasury  of  paper  money.  It  enforces  the  duty  of  the 
Goremment  to  foresee  evils,  and  take  all  necessary  mess- 
ores  to  guard  against  them,  before  every  nun  feels  them, 
altbeagh  such  meuures  may  be  attei^ed  with  some  dif- 
ficulty, and  not  without  some  temporary  inconvenience. 
It  alw  alleys  that  Government  is  supposed  to  have,  on 
sabjecU  of  this  nature,  somewhat  more  uf  fores'glit  than 
has  fallen  to  the  lot  ofindividuals.  Thus  supporttd,  I  do 
not  think  1  can  be  very  far  wrong  in  having  made  similar 
aneriions  and  declarations.  But  the  framers  of  our  ex- 
cellent constitution  affixed  their  signet  to  what  seems  al- 
most a  dictate  of  nature  herself,  that  the  precious  metaU 
prorided  by  her  for  that  purpose  are  the  most  proper 
■Mdia  for  commercial  exchanges.  They  expressly  pro- 
hibited the  State*  from  making  any  thing  but  gold  and 
sOver  a  legal  tender  in  the  p*yment  of  debts,  and  the 
Stales  themselves  from  issuing  bills  of  credit.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  circulation  of  the  country,  i(  is  altogether  im- 
possible for  the  General  Government  to  occupy  A  neutral 
stand.  She  must  contribute  to  (he  width  and  depth  of 
this  ocean  of  paper  money,  as  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
dMtetu  bai  ao  properly  termed  it,  or  by  her  action  dry 
up  the  streams  continually  pouring  into  it.  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  agree  to  this,  and  tell  us  that  (lie  United 
Sla'eaBankis  the  only  instrument  she  can  sueccs«{ully 
use  to  prerent  ita  overspreading  the  whole  terra  Jinna  of 
the  nation.  The  President  of  the  United  Slates  has  said 
diatit  may  be  accomplished  through  tliefi<-ca)  operations 
oftbe  Tressury.without  the  aid  of  a  national  bank;  and  this 
Treaaory  order  is  one  of  the  links  in  the  chain  of  opers- 
tioiis  propoaedi  and  now,  before  time  is  sfTorded  to 
test  it*  effiea^i  ere  fax  abort  months  have  rolled  «way, 
we  are  called  upon  to  arrest  ita  action.  But  gentlemen 
say  ils  benefalenecla  have  been  already  found  too  serious 
to  be  longer  emiured,  under  the  hope  of  fu(are  advan- 
tagrst  that  it  has  already  brought  distress  and  niin  upon 
the  country.  How  has  it  brought  distress  and  ruin  upon 
the  country '  By  destroying  public  confidence,  is  one 
rc^Kuiae.  And  wouM  not  «ny  thing  else  which  tbOM 
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who  control  (he  mammoth  bank  a(  Philadelphia  and 
their  partisans  chouse  to  pronounce  a  dangerous  expeK- 
ment  destroy  public  confidence'  I  am  certain,  Mr. 
President,  we  shall  never  see  confidence  stable  in  the 
money  market  of  this  country  till  that  inslitution  hu 
ceased  to  struggle  for  an  existence  authorizrd  by  the 
Congresa  of  the  United  States.  But  gentlemen  say  it 
produces  such  a  drain  for  specie,  that  bank  discounts  are 
necessarily  cur(ailed.  This  is  precisely  one  of  the  ef- 
fects desired,  and  it  is  doubtless  to  (he  real  interest  of 
the  country  that  it  should  continue  to  produce  such  e^ 
fects.  But  that  il  ought,  in  (he  nature  of  things,  to  have 
produced  such  effects  in  a  very  moderate  degree  is,  I 
think,  apparent  from  Ihe  very  small  qusntiiy  of  specie 
(not  exceeding  $1,800,000,  I  understand,)  which  liaa  in 
fact  been  transported  westwardly.  Other  causes,  much 
more  adequate  to  produce  this  efied,  have  been  at  woikt 
other  abstractions  of  specie,  in  much  larger  quantities, 
have  taken  placet  >id  forty  millions  of  money  thrown 
ffbm  its  former  channela  of  regular  trade,  and  held  in  a 
state  of  readiness  lu  meet  the  provisions  of  the  deposite 
act,  seem  to  me  far  better  reasons  thun  the  Treasury 
itrder  for  the  pressure  complained  of.  What  do  gentle> 
men  say  to  the  pressure  in  England^  Is  that  caused  by 
the  Treasury  order^  And  has  there  ever  bcen.apres> 
sure  in  England  which  has  not  borne  heavily  on  the  mer- 
cantile claMea  in  this  country^  I'he  Senator  from  New 
dersey  seems  to  think  that  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  the  number  of  the  deposite  banks,  a  correspondent 
increase  of  discounts  ^ould  have  taken  place.  Why  so, 
sir?  fsthe  actual  amount  of  the  public  revenue  increased 
by  Ihe  number  of  banks  smong  which  it  may  be  distribu- 
ted^ And  is  not  the  amount  of  this  fund  the  basis  of  the 
discounts  made  upon  it>  But  to  sum  up  the  whole  upon 
this  point,  let  it  be  conceded,for  tliesake  of  the  argument, 
(hat  all  (he  alleged  Incoovenicncea  (o  the  currency  really 
exiat;  are  they  any  thing  more  than  (he  dust  of  the  bal- 
ance to  the  evils  which  must  liave  flowed  from  an  unlim- 
ited eneouragement  to  bank  issues,  necessarily  following 
the  indiscriminate  receipt  of  bank  paper  nominally  re> 
deemable  in  specie?  Any  gentleman  who  will  cast  an 
unprejudiced  eye  over  the  relative  condition  of  the  de- 
posite banks  at  the  adoption  of  the  Treasury  order 
and  the  present  time,  will,  I  think,  perceive  tl>at  tliere 
is  great  reason  (o  believe  it  has  been  the  means  of  savii^ 
the  whole  paper  system  from  shipwreck,  and  consequent- 
ly  Ihe  whole  country,  which  has  unfortunately  become 
so  intimately  connected  with  it.  He  will  find  (bat  either 
the  specie  has  been  increased  or  (he  arcutstion  diminish- 
ed in  every  ins(ance,  and  in  many  both  these  contribu- 
tions to  strength  have  (aken  place.  This  is  the  foresee'' 
ing  the  evil  before  every  man  feels  it,  and  taking  the  ne- 
cessary measures  to  guard  agHinst  it,  although  they  may 
be  measures  attended  with  tome  difficulty,  and  not  wilh- 
out  tome  temporary  inconvenience,  which  the  Senator 
fiwn  Manachusetts  has  pronounced  to  be  the  duty  of  a 
Government. 

But  gentlemen  further  allege  that  the  Treasury  order 
is  oppressive  to  (he  purchasers  of  public  lands.  One  of 
the  avowed  objec(s  of  the  Treasury  order  is  checking 
(he  speculations  in  (he  public  land?.  That  such  is  its 
natural  effect,  seems  to  be  conceded  on  all  sideti  but 
that  end,  it  is  said,  is  defeated  by  evasion,  and  Ihe  bur- 
den falls  chiefly  on  the  bonafide  purchaser.  That  the 
land  speculators  are  by  no  means  to  be  encouraged,  and 
that  the  practice  is  a  serious  evil  in  our  country,  no  one 
seems  to  deny;  but  the  argument  secma  to  be  that,  be- 
cause it  cannot  be  efTectuaHy  prevented,  no  effort  is  to 
be  made  to  impose  on  H  a  check.  Is  this  sound  reason- 
ing? Dors  it  become  Congress  to  thwart  the  Executive 
in  its  attempti  to  diminish  this  evil  ?  Ought  it  not,  rather, 
by  co-operaUon,  endeavor  to  lesieir>thc  opmnunitics 
for  the  allqpd  eTwontbigitized  by  V^OOg  LC 
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Allow  met  in  concluaion,  to  niggeat  remedtea  for  the 
evili  cofPpMned  of  under  tbe  Trruury  order,  <Bup- 
poting  tb«ia  to  exist  in  ftU  tbe  niBgnilude  contended  for 
on  theotlier  sidei)  remedies  wliicli,  in  my  humble  judg- 
mentf  Congress  is  bound  to  apply  upnn  other  constdera- 
tions  than  thtir  mere  iffVct  upon  the  currency  of  tbe 
country.  The  remedies  to  which  I  allude  are  coi)finin{; 
tbe  sales  ot  the  public  Unds  lo  actual  settlers,  and  re- 
ducinjt  the  rereiiue  by  customs  to  tbe  actual  wantaof 
the  Gorernment.  The  public  lands  constitute  fur  ut,  in 
a  triple  seiiae,  •  vast  fund  of  national  wealth.  Tliey 
preaent«inthe  firit  place,  t  wide  field  in  wliich  ourmul'i* 
plyinff  populatitm  is  to  find  space  to  spread  itself  out| 
and  the  very  widenesa  oC  this  field,  according  to  the  ob- 
■erratinna  of  pbilosopht-ra  and  political  economists,  in- 
creaaes  the  ratio  in  which  this  population  will  multiply. 
Onr  strength  as  a  nation  U  therefore  daily  increasing 
through  iheir  instrument  nliiy,  cnir  human  mattritl  (so  to 
apeak)  for  fleets  and  armiea  becoming  more  abundant, 
and  productive  labor  more  Taat  in  ita  amount.  In  the 
•econd  place,  their  products  will  furnish  sustenance  to 
all  Ibis  multiplying  national  power,  and  leave  an  excess 
to  be  exchanged  for  the  vsluable  products  of  other 
climes  and  sotla.  Lsaily,  their  fee  simple  interest  is  con- 
vertible into  money,  whenever  required  to  supply  the 
demands  which  may  from  time  lo  time  arise  upon  our 
Treaiurjr.  Ttiesc  three  useful  and  im|>ortant  objects 
can  only  be  duly  accomplished  by  confining  the  calei  ef 
the  land  to  the  wanis  of  actual  aelil«ra.  It  is  true,  by 
throwing  them  into  the  market  alike  for  tbe  actual  aet- 
tier  and  the  speculator,  there  will  be  a  larger  immediate 
influx  of  money  into  ilie  Treai^ury.  But  does  good  poli- 
cy call  for  such  an  influx/  Is  not  your  natioinl  Treas* 
ury,  Bu  far  from  requiring  such  an  influx,  diseased  with 
plethora  f  And  have  nut  genllemen,  to  relieve  it,  urged 
on  by  the  neceaalty  of  the  case,  either  real  or  nippoatd, 
voted  at  the  last  seasion  of  Congress  for  a  law,  acknowl- 
edged by  all  to  be  dangerous  in  precedent,  inexpedient 
M  a  general  princ  pV,  and  ■ppruaebing,  if  not  surpassing, 
the  very  confinracf  the  cinstilution.'  The  fear  of  na- 
tional corruption,  the  ruin  Of  so  many  prosperous  States, 
a  ruin  whxh  prospercus  Stales  have  moat  reason  to 
dread,  has  sanctified  in  the  ryrs  of  many  a  sterling  pa- 
triot that  measure  called  the  deposite  law,  upon  which 
he  would  have  otherwise  looked  with  horror  and  dis- 
may. Bui  in  your  public  lands  }ou  may  hold  an  un- 
counted treasure,  withbut  the  apprehrnwon  of  any  such 
eonsequeixe.  Your  forest-covered  wilds,  atill  in  the 
posKssion  of  the  deer  snH  the  biifliiln,  would  lie  secure 
until  your  nrcessilits  called  for  their  use,  and,  unlike 
your  gold  and  silver,  no  eye  w  ould  be  fascinated  by  their 
glitter,  no  ear  seduced  by  their  musical  ring.  But 
when  war  or  any  other  great  naiiunal  exigei^y  calls  for 
an  rx'raordiiiary  Mipply  of  treasure,  here  b  a  fund  con- 
vertible hy  sale  into  cash,  or  the  subslanlial  security  for 
a  loani  they  would  be  sufficit-nt  lo  repay,  without  resort- 
ing to  taxation — a  mea>ure  always  odicus  lo  a  free  peo- 
ple. Your  dcpos'iea  with  the  States,  if  otherwise  un- 
objectionable, will  never  answer  a  simibr  purpose. 
The  very  reasons  when  the  General  Government  shall 
find  herself  moat  straitened,  the  Btales  themselves  will 
be  laboring  under  a  like  pleasure.  Already  you  find 
nany  of  them  disposed  to  treat  the  deposite  as  a  gift) 
and  what  will  they  say  when,  in  the  unaesBriniible  mo- 
ment of  national  calamity,  it  ia  demanded  of  them  in  a 
debt^  Will  you  not  find  them,  like  the  Slates  under 
the  old  confederacy,  refusing  or  neglecting  Ihe  contri- 
bution of  their  quolaa?  This  will  unquestionably  be  the 
esse  with  manyt  while  others,  having  honorably  com- 
plied with  their  engagemenu,  beirg  more  fortunate  or 
more  willing  than  the  reas  will  begin  to  murmur  if  ibeir 
siater  Btatea  are  not  compelled  tn  do  likewiart  and  thus 
will  these  depontes  become  the  Mbjecta  of  dangerous  dia> 


cord  at  th<Me  very  aessons  when  union  will  be  most  ne-' 
cessary  to  our  safe  ly,  and  wbtn,  but  for  soaae  aodiad-; 
verse  incident,  it  would  be  most  certain  to  ex<at.  Tour; 
public  lands,  as  your  preserved  treasure,  bave  thiaad.! 
dilional  advantage,  that  they  arc  daily  increaains  in  v»|.i 
uei  when  you  sell  one  portion,  what  remaina  ■•  worth' 
nearly  as  much  as  the  whole  before  that  portion  wai 
taken  off.  The  expectation  of  auch  increase  is  daebl<i 
leas  the  inducement  with  the  speculator  to  at  retch  fonh; 
his  hand  wiUi  monopolizing  sweep  oyer  all  thM  you, 
offer  for  sale.  Not  so  with  your  deposite  with  the 
Stales.  It  is'a  eaptU  maiuum,  without  any  possibility 
of  increase,  and  fur  tbe  principal  ef  which  Uierc  ia  hot 
faint  hope  of  return,  while  the  very  proposal  to  rrdaira 
it  may  rend  your  Union  asunder.  But  justice  and 
good  faith  require  that  your  public  lands  vtiould  be  ss 
husbanded.  They  were  either  the  volantarjr  donationsi 
of  the  old  SMth  •▼owedly  for  the  first  and  ilte  last  ob- 
jects in  which  I  have  spokca  of  them  as  a  fund  of  mUim-! 
al  wealth,  to  wit :  as  a  field  for  population,  and  a  com-i 
mon  slock,  out  of  which  tbe  debts  of  the  nation  should 
be  paid;  or  they  have  been  acquired  by  the  united  bloodi 
and  treasure  of  tbe  whole  nation,  and  ought,  therefore, 
to  be  used  fur  Ihe  general  good.  But  if  they  arc  to  be 
brought  into  marktt  now,  in  unmeasured  quaotiiifv, 
while  the  nation  is  oppressed  with  money,  we  shall  be 
acting  like  the  young  profligate  who  dispoaea  of  bis 
paternal  domain,  that  he  may  profusely  scatter  the  pro- 
duct to  the  windr,  or  that  he  may  tempt  tbe  cupidi^  of 
sharpers.  Pursuing  this  pt^icy,  we  shall  in  tbe  end  find 
ourselves  in  the  situation  of  King  iMr,  who,  baving 
divided  bis  all  among  his  cbihiren,  and  beevming  de- 
peixlent  upon  Iheir  benevolence,  was  left  to  pertah  ia 
the  helplessness  of  senilityi  or  spurred  on  by  our  actual 
necessities,  whi<h  will  then  have  no  other  source  of  sup-, 
ply,  like  the  tabled  progenitor  of  the  gods*  the  Geac ral: 
Government  will  become  the  devourer  of  her  own  Gliil-< 
dren,  and  the  roost  glorious  and  extensive  family  circle 
Ibis  earth  has  ever  witnessed  be  broken  and  destroyed. 
I  trust,  however,  that  we  shall  be  saved  from  the  deUi- 
nies  both  of  Lear  and  of  Saturn;  and  that,  confining  our- 
selves in  the  sales  i  f  public  landu  to  Ihe  actual  waaU  of 
settlers,  the  payment  for  them  In  ^cie  will  rilba 
cease  to  be  fi:lt  as  a  grievance,  or  become  unnecesisiy 
for  tlie  security  of  the  revcnuei  and  a  reduction  of  the , 
tariff  being  connected  with  this  measure,  we  shall  be  tc* 
lieved  from  all  the  evils  of  an  overflowing  Treasury. 

I  have  thus  glanced  at  the  various  eoasideratienn  pre- 
senting themselves  to  my  mind  on  this  exciting  and  in* 
portani  ques'ion.  Some  of  them  apply  as  well  to  tbe 
substitute  as  to  the  original  resolutions,  though  with 
mitigated  force.  1  have  offered  them  to  the  Senate 
with  great  diflidence,  conscious  that  I  an  in  my  oKre 
noviciate  in  maltera  of  national  legislation,  in  conclu- 
sion, I  would  add,  that  tlioae  who  have  attempted  to  abow 
the  evilfl  produced  by  tbe  Treasury  order  have  fallen 
very  fkr  titort  of  proving  Ihe  existence  of  thcae  eVila,  or, 
at  least,  of  c-nneciing  them  with  it  as  their  catiae;  aad 
some  of  them  have,  as  I  think,  almoal  abandoned  Ihe 
position  ss  untenable.  They  cannot,  therefoir,  with 
any  propriety,  ask  its  ree'mm  upon  the  mere  auppori- 
tiun  that  cvib  exist,  and  that  the  Treasury  order  ia  the 
cause.  I  liave  listened  sttentively  to  Ibis  discussion, 
with  a  sincere  desire  for  instruction,  and  tbe  result  has 
been  to  rivet  my  approbation  of  the  executive  course) 
and  while  1  shall  vole  for  the  amendment,  as  less  ob- 
noxious, 1  could  with  eqiul  satisfaction  hare  reeoided 
my  direct  negative  upon  the  original  resolttlkmSi 

When  Mr.  Stsasos  had  ctmduded, 

Mr.  WEBSTBB  said:  I  will  take  tbia  rccaskm,  as 
probably  no  more  fit  one  may  occur,  to  say  a  few  words 
in  coosequcnce  of  tbe  relerence-whicb  haaao  frequently 
been  mud*,  daring  &^mim  to  the  is- 
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troducttoa  hf  mjrseir  of  the  joint  resolution  of  1816  into 
the  other  House  of  Coi)|reai,  ind  to  my  obBemtions 
tbe*  nwde  on  that  meaaure.  I  aaid  notbinf*  on  tbtt  oc- 
caaion  vHhout  ddrberstiont  nothing  wbioh  I  do  not 
maw  embraee  u aound  pMicyi  nothing  which,  ii  1  tup- 
pesr,  H  in  llie  least  degree  inconsistent  with  the  princi- 
ptea  which  I  at  this  time  maintitn;  and  (  repel,  as  wholly 
unfoanded,  iny  intttnatton  that  any  thing  I  ke  incongrui- 
ty or  inconMitency  is  to  be  found  in  the  ■entimeniB  and 
opinion*  delivered  by  me  on  the  two  occasioni.  No 
•och  meonswtency,  indeed,  hav  been,  so  fur  as  I  know, 
directly  ehargedi  but  the  repeated  quotation  of  my  for- 
mer remmrka  sight  lead  to  the  inference  that  sutdi  incon- 
■iateney  w*a  intnided  to  be  intinated.  The  resolution 
of  1816  was  accompanied,  aa  originally  introduced  by 
nr,  with  an  introductory  resolution,  in  the  form  of  a 
preamble,  aettinj;  forth  the  reasons  on  which  the  pro- 
posed measure  was  founded.  The  opertTions  of  the 
Treaagry  ha*!  at  that  time  become  greatly  deranged  by 
the  war.  The  duties  at  the  eustoni*houses  were  re- 
ceived, in  many  places,  in  the  paper  of  non-^eae-pay- 
if^  faanksi  and.  as  there  was  a  great  vsriety  and  differ- 
enee  fo  the  rahie  of  the  notes  of  those  banks,  there  va% 
of  eomequenee,  a  real  difference  in  the  amount  of  duties 
piwd  HI  Cerent  ports.  In  some  cities  the  discount  upon 
those  notei,  to  bring  them  to  the  value  of  legal  coin, 
vas  five  per  cent,  on  their  nominal  valuet  other 
phees  ten  per  cent.,  and  in  some,  indeed,^as  high  as 
tveoiy  per  eeat.  That  was  the  fiict  in  this  city,  in  the 
years  1814  and  1815,  bills  on  Boston  coald  often  not  be 
ted  hen  under  a  premium  of  twenty  per  cent.|  since 
aH  the  paper  of  the  Boston  banks  was  equal  to  specie, 
and  the  paper  here  depreciated  to  the  extent  stated, 
lliis  was  all  in  the  course  of  things,  as  some  banks  bad 
snspended  specie  payments  and  others  had  not;  and  as 
the  duties  at  tbe  ciistom-houae  were  received  in  the  pa- 
per chiefly  of  tbe  local  banks,  the  result  was  eficc* 
a  different  raie  of  duties  in  different  places,  in  plain  vio- 
lation ofthe  constitution  and  of  all  justice.  And  this  dif> 
feience  vas  great  enough  to  turn  the  whole  commerce 
of  the  eountry  from  the  Northern  to  tbe  Southern  States. 

It  vas  under  these  circumstances,  and  at  this  time, 
that  the  reauhition  of  1816  was  introduced  by  me,  wtih  a 
sort  of  preamble,  alleging  the  impropriety,  invqualily, 
and  ^legality,  of  this  state  of  lltingit  and  what  was  its 
object?  Simply  to  bring  back  the  administration  of  the 
fiawecs  to  the  role  of  lav.  The  hw  was  plain.  There 
vaa  no  antliority,  not  a  particle,  for  receiving  those 
bank  notes.  There  wa%  in  truth,  no  discretion  vested 
io  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  to  what  should  be 
received  in  payment  for  duties.  All  this  w^s  settled  by 
plain  statute  provisions.  Tbe  difficulty  arose  from  no 
deftieney  of  enactments  by  Congress.  The  law  made 
it  ibe  duty  of  tbe  Secretary  to  receive,  in  payments  to 
the  United  States,  tbe  gold  and  silver  coins  M  the  United 
State%  eestun  fore^n  coins,  and  Treasury  no'es,  and 
Dote*  of  tbe  Bank  of  the  United  States  then  lately  incor-. 
porattedt  and  nothing  else.  Dnt  we  bed  just  emerged 
mia  the  war.  The  banks  had  suspended  Kpeoie  pay- 
■cbu 'm  consequence  of  that  war;  and  the  Treasury  was 
■id  to  have  acted  under  an  unavoidable  necessity,  a  sort 
«r*it«i^^,  which  could  nbt  be  resisted.  This  was  tbe 
sole  gnmod  •<>  vbieh  its  conduct  was  justified  or  ex- 
eoaea.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  introduc- 
tory resslution  or  preamble  was,  however,  stricken  out, 
vHh  my  consent,  which  I  readily  gave,  aa  it  was  sup- 
posed to  imply  a  reproach  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaauryt  and  1  had  not  the  least  intention  of  casting 
any  thing  like  reproach  upon  that  officer,  for  a  practice 
growing  out  of  ibe  absalute  neeesai'y  of  the  case,  as  he 
and  others  supposed.  All,  however,  agreed  tlut  the 
■Mide  tii  pi^i^  duties  then  in  praolioct  vas  not  sMord- 
iof  to  lav*   "ne  ofagect  of  tbe  Ksolotion,  as  I  hare  al- 


ready said,  was  to  bring  tbe  practioe  back  to  that  stand- 
ard; and  on  iniroducmg  the  resolution,  I  had  no  other  or 
fuHher  view.  By  recurrence  to  the  resolution,  as  ori- 
ginally introduced,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  did  not  con- 
template any  enlargement  of  the  means  of  payment.  It 
did  not  embrace  the  notes  of  State  banks  at  all.  It  con- 
fined all  payments  to  coin,  Treaiury  notei,  and  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Slatea.  But  this  was  esteemed 
too  strict  and  severet  the  House  of  Representatives  felt 
a  diapoailion  to  legalize  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  spe- 
eie-paying  State  bsnks;  and  to  meet  this  feeling,  the 
resolution  was  amended  and  enlarged,  so  as  to  embrace 
the  notes  of  specie-paying  banks.  Itie  reaetution,  as 
thus  amended,  embraced  two  object^  both  clear  and 
distinct;  first,  -to  compel  the  Treasury  to  confine  iti  re- 
ceipts to  such  sorts  of  mnney  as  were  autborixed  and 
sanctioned  by  lawt  second,  to  increase  the  number  of 
those  sorts,  or  to 'enlarge  the  legal  means  of  payment, 
by  making  it  lawful  to  receive  the  notes  of  specie-pay- 
ing banks,  psyable  and  paid  on  demand.'  Both  these 
objects  were  accomplished  by  the  resolution,  which,  as 
amended,  passed  both  Houses,  and  became  the  lav  of 
the  land. 

Kow,  sir,  the  qnestion  is  not  whether  snch  a  legalizing 
of  bank  notes  was  safe  or  d:ingerous,  wise  or  unwise. 
Congress  9aw  fit,  in  fact,  to  aanctlon  their  reception,  and 
that  is  enough.  From  that  moment  it  became  the  legal 
H^t  of  every  debtor,  and  cveiy  purchaser  of  land,  to 
pay  in  those  notes.  And,  tutf  all  I  said  then,  I  say  now, 
viz:  that  it  is  a  subject  to  be  provided  for,  and  which 
always  has  been  provided  for,  by  law;  that  it  has  been, 
is,  and  ought  to  be,  above  the  reach  of  executive  discre- 
tion; that,  by  the  law,  as  it  stood  before  1816,  notes  of 
State  banks  were  not  receivable)  that,  by  the  law  of 
1816,  they  were  made  receivable,  and  put  on  tbe  same 
ground  with  coins,  notes  of  the  Bmk  of  the  United- 
States,  and  Treasury  not'es.  And  what  is  the  ground  I 
now  stand  oni  Simply  this:  that  this  ii  a  nutter  of  lav, 
and  nnt  of  discretion;  that  tbe  Secretary  has  no  more 
right,  now,  to  strike  any  thing  out  of  the  lav  that  is  in 
it,  than  he  bad,  before  1816;  to  put  any  thing  into  tbe 
taw  which  was  not  in  it.  Tbut  waa  my  doctrine  theot 
that  ia  my  doctrine  now.  WItere  is  any  inconsistency? 
At  that  time  the  Secretary  waa  receivii^  bank  notes 
contrary  to  lawi  nov  he  is  refusing  bank  notes  contrary 
to  law.  1  waa  for  eorreeling  the  illegal  proceeding  then, 
and  I  am  for  correcting  the  illegal  proceeding  now.  I 
lake  back  nothing  of  what  I  then  said — not  a  syllable.  I 
believe  now  as  I  did  then;  and,  indeed,  I  beliere  more 
firmly,  as  a  man  is  not  likely,  as  be  advances  in  years  and 
obwrvation,  to  grow  less  anxious  on  the  subject  of  a 
stable  and  uniform  currency,  or  less  resolute  to  fix  it  oo 
a  permanent  basis  of  htw.  I  felt  then  the  necessity  ol 
maintaining  a  legal  currency  in  payment  of  the  dues  of 
the  Governmenti  i  feel  the  same  necessity  nov.  At  that 
time,  something  was  admitted  in  payment  which  was  not 
in  the  statute;  at  this  time,  sometliing  is  refused  which 
is  in  the  statute,  la  both  cases  the  lav  has  been  de- 
parted from;  and  in  both  C4Ses  I  va%  and  am,  far  re- 
establishing its  authority. 

Mr.  RIVES  having  obtained  the  floor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  Senate  apent  lone 
time  io  executive  business,  and  then  adjourned. 

Tdmdat,  Jakdabt  10. 
The  following  message  vas  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  tbe  United  SUtei^  by  Mr.  Aanrnxv  Jacuom,  Jr.* 
bis  secretary  I 

7b  Ihe  8enale  oflfu  Uniled  Stalat 

Immediately  after  the  passage  by  tbe  Senate,  at  a  for- 
mer lesrion,  of  the  resolution  reqoestii^'  the  PrepUoBt  to 
consider  the  npedicney  i9^ffigMfV!!S@f  tbe 
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GovernmcDU  of  olbep  nttion*,  knd  ptrticuUrly  with 
ihe  Goremmenli  of  Central  Amerio  *nd  New  Grsiuds, 
fortlie  purpose  of  effectually  proteciinfr<  t>y  cquit^le 
treaty  it^iuUtiora  with  Ibem,  mch  individuak  or  cum- 
puiies  as  might  umlcrtike  to  open  a  communication  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  *nd  Pacific  oceani,  by  llie  conatruc- 
tion  of  a  ahip  canal  acroaa  the  iilhmiis  which  connects 
North  and  Soulh  America,  and  of  aecurinf  forever,  by  auch 
atipulations.  tite  freeandeqiul  right  of  navigating  auch  ca- 
nal to  all  Mich  nations,  on  tiie  payment  of  such  rexsonable 
tulfa  as  ought  to  be  rsi^l  abed  tu  compeniiale  the  cipiuU 
ittswho  might  engage  intueh  undertaking,  and  complete 
the  work,  an  agent  was  employed  toobtain  information  in 
mpect  to  the  ailuation  and  character  of  the  counlry 
through  which  the  line  of  communication,  if  established, 
would  necenarily  pats,  and  the  state  of  theprojects  which  - 
were  understood  to  be  contemplatrd  for  tipening  such 
communication  by  a  canal  or  a  railroad.   The  agent  re- 
turned to  the  United  States  in  September  last,  and  al- 
though the  information  collected  by  him  it  not  as  full  at 
oould  have  been  desired,  yet  it  it  suifielent  to  show  that 
the  probability  of  an  early  eiecution  of  any  of  the  pro- 
jects which  have  been  set  on  foot  for  the  construction  of 
the  communication  alluded  to  is  not  so  great  as  lo  ren- 
der it  expedient  loopen  a  negotiation  si  present  with  any 
foreign  Government  upon  the  lubjecl. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WasBiNOTOir,  January  9.  1837. 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

I'he  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolution  to  rescind  the  1'reatury  order  of 
July,  1836,  &c.,  together  with  the  substitute  offered 
therefor  by  Mr.  Rives,  in  the  following  words: 

*'  Retohed,  That  hereafter  all  sums  of  money  accruing 
or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States,  whether  ft-om 
eustoDU,  public  lands,  taxts,  debts,  or  otherwise,  aliall 
be  collected  and  paid  only  in  the  legal  currency  of  llie 
United  States,  or  in  Ihe  notes  of  banks  which  are  paya- 
ble and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency,  under 
the  following  restrictions  and  conditions  in  regard  to 
such  notes:  that  is,  from  and  aRer  the  passage  of  this  res- 
olution, the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  bills  or 
ncriea  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars  shall  be 
received  in  payment  of  the  public  dueit  from  and  sficr 
the  firat  day  or  July,  1839,  the  notes  of  no  hank  which 
ahall  issue  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten 
dolbn  shall  be  receivable;  and  from  and  after  the  Brat 
of  July,  1841,  the  like  prohibition  shall  be  extended  to 
the  notes  of  all  banks  issuing  bills  or  nates  of  a  less  de- 
Domiaation  than  twenty  dollars:  Froaided,  however.  That 
no  notes  shall  be  taken  in  payment  by  the  collectora  or 
receivers,  which  the  banks  in  which  they  are  lo  be  de< 
posited  shall  not,  under  the  supervision  and  control  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  I'reasury,  agree  to  pass  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  Stales  as  cash." 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  his  substitute, 

Mr.  RIVES  said  that,  in  asking  (he  indulgence  of  the 
Senate,  it  was  nut  his  design  to  abuse  their  patience  by 
rearguing  the  questions  wbi^  had  already  been  so  fully 
and  so  ably  ditcuued,  in  relation  to  the  legality  or  the 
policy  of  the  Treasuty  circular.  It  was  bis  wish  only  to 
state,  toroewbat  more  at  large  than  he  had  yet  had  sn  op< 
portunity  of  doing,  the  views  under  the  influence  of 
which  he  had  offered  the  proposition  which  is  now  pend- 
ing before  the  Senate,  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewiito.]  in  reference  to 
the  most  important  objects  of  the  Treasury  circular,  he 
regarded  that  measure  as  having  done  its  office;  and  the 
interests  of  the  country  are  now  much  more  concerned 
in  the  provision  we  shall  make  for  the  future,  than  in 
any  decision  we  may  pronounce  upon  the  past.  When  I 
had  the  honor  some  days  ago,  said  Mr.  R  ,  of  addressing 
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a  few  remarks  to  the  Senate  on  thia  tiAject,  I  said  vh4 
I  take  great  pleasure  now  in  repeating,  that,  to  wheteverl 
different  lights  the  operation  of  the  Treasury  cnrculsr 
may  have  been  viewed,  of  one  thing  I  was  ihoroogMy 
perauaded — that  the  motives  which  bad  indooed  the 
high  functionary  at  the  head  of  the  O  tvemawnt  to 
direct  the  issuing  of  it  were  in  perfect  consonance  wiita 
that  elevated  and  patriotic  spirit  which  had  mo  oonapicv- 
oualy  marked  the  whole  course  of  hia  public  life;  aaii 
that  no  defect  of  legality,  in  my  estimation,  bad  becM 
shown  in  the  authority  under  which  it  was  iaeoed.  m 
added,  also,  that  the  racafure  wai  properly  to  be  viewer 
as  a  temporary  one,  to  continue  in  operation  until  the  ac- ' 
tion  of  Congress  on  the  whole  subject  could  be  obtain- 
edt  and  that  the  Prcndent  himself,  as  shown  by  the  evi- 
dence of  his  message  at  Ihe  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, attached  no  importance  to  its  adt^tion  ma  a  perma- 
nent rule  of  policy. 

One  of  the  leading  objects  of  the  Treasury  circolar, 
at  Ihe  time  il  was  issaed,  was  to  check  that  .  tendency 
to  extravagant  bank  issues  And  bank  credits  whicb 
has  so  signally  marked  the  history  of  the  last  twelve 
or  eighteen  months.  But,  ao  far  as  that  object  is  con- 
cerned, the  same  effrct  will  n>iw  be  produced  in  a  nwa- 
ner  not  least  certain,  though  by  a  process  more  gradual, 
and  therefore  easier  and  aafer  to  the  communKy,  by  the 
operatimi  of  tlie  deporite  act.  No  one  can  doubt,  Mr. 
President,  that  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  tbe  reeei  t 
over-action^l  the  banking  aystem  in  this  country  is  to  be 
found  in  Ihe  immense  sums  of  public  monej's  lefl  in  the 
dcpuaite  banks,  and  which  have  been  used  and  traded 
upon  by  them,  as  an  addition  of  so  much  to  their  bank- 
ing capitals.  This  is  a  state  of  things  which  baa  been 
eminently  perniclmis  in  sll  its  bearings.  The  correctioo 
of  so  great  an  evil  formed  in  my  mind  one  of  tbe  atrong* 
est  eonsidt-rations  for  giving  the  cordial  support  I  did  to 
the  deposite  act  of  the  last  teaaion*  a  meaaaro  vhid^ 
however  much  misconceived  or  misrepresented  m  re- 
gard to  its  true  cliarecter,  has,  in  my  opinion,  conferred 
upon  the  country  a  double  benefaction  of  the  bigbeat 
value:  fir&l,  in  putting  out  of  the  way  of  the  Gorermstent 
the  temptation,  whose  powerful  influence  we  were  al- 
reaHy  beginning  to  feel,  to  useless,  extravagant,  and  ao- 
li-republican  expenditure)  and,  secondly,  in  taking  from 
the  deposite  banks  that  gratuitous  and  anifidal  increvent 
of  Iheircapitabf  which  has  been  a  main  catise  of  tho  un- 
natural distention  of  our  paper  currency,  and  of  that  io- 
ordinatespirit  of  speculation  which  has  prevailed  through 
the  country.  In  gradually  withdrawing,  ss  we  now  are 
doing  by  the  set  of  the  last  session,  these  large  amaonts 
of  the  public  treuiire  from  the  possesion  of  the  depoaite 
banks,  and  in  avoiding,  as,  I  iruit,  by  a  wise  ud  provi- 
dent legislation,  we  shall  d*^,  the  aecumulatioa  of  may 
idle  surplus  in  future,  the  Government  will  take  away 
the  stimulus  which  itself  has  given  to  tbe  exceaare  issue* 
-and  credits  of  the  banks)  and  we  may  then  hope  that, 
under  the  salutary  control  of  the  laws  of  trade,  lliey  will 
return  within  those  safe,  proper,  and  natural  limita  which 
Ihe  business  of  the  community  requires. 

While  on  this  branch  of  the  subjecl,  Mr.  Preaideat,  1 
will  make  one  other  observation.  However  neeeanry 
or  drnrable  the  eontraction  of  our  paper  dreulation  may 
be,  (if  it  he,  indeed,  in  the  lai^  excess  which  it  aup- 
poaed  by  many,)  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  is 
DO  operation  more  delicate  than  the  reduction  of  tite 
currency  of  a  country.  A  decreasing  circulatieg  me- 
dium, il  is  agreed  alike  by  theoretical  wtilrra  and  by 
enlightened  practicsl  men,  is  precisely  that  condition  in 
the  moneyed  affwira  of  a  community  which  is  tlie  most 
critical  and  distressing.  Il  is  a  transition  from  bigb  to 
low  priees».rrom  a  certain  anil  liberal  reward  of  tabor  lo 
diminiJied  wages  and  precarious  emploraient,  from 
active.and  prospering  |^f^^l^s^@^tt^ar  and  de- 
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pression  in  »U  tbe  opentions  of  businest.  It  is  k  change 
to  which  Bociel)'  always  adjusts  itself  slowly  and  pain- 
UUfi  and,  under  the  moit  hvorable  drcuimtances,  tniut 
be  alteiided  with  dtstresa— often  wiUi  extensive  ruin. 
Gmrt  CMtioa*  therefctre,  it  necemry,  lest  H  be  unduly 
pre^pitated  in  its  progress,  or  barely  aggravated  in  its 
effects.  We  hare,  in  tbe  history  of  our  own  country* 
at  a  period  not  too  remote  for  the  recollection  of  most  of 
m,  a  memorable  example  of  the  distressing  effects  of  a 
rapid  redociion  of  ibe  cireulsting  medium,  it  is  striking- 
ly exhibited,  in  all  its  detuls,  in  the  able  report  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  then  Secretary  of  the  I'reasury,  on  tbe  cur- 
ren^,  in  1830.  It  is  there  ihown  that  the  dreulation  of 
Ibe  couMry*  to  the  three  yeara  from  1816  to  1819,  had 
been  broa^hl  down  from  110  miirwnf  in  the  former,  to 
45  nillions  in  the  Utiert  making  tbe  enornoiil  reduction 
of  65  miltions  within  lhat  short  period!  The  scene  of 
wide-spread  ruin  and  distress  which  ensued  ia  fresh  in 
the  memories  of  all  who  witnessed  it.  It  inculcates,  at 
leM>,  the  neeesuty  of  caution  in  the  action  of  the  Gor- 
enunettt  on  thi^  subject.  It  is  our  duly  to  withdraw 
from  the  bankii^  operationa  of  the  country  that  artificial 
atiomlant  which  the  Government  itself  has  administered) 
hut  that  being  done,  a  Just  policy,  in  general,  requires 
that  the  concerns  of  trade  should  be  teA  to  regulate 
themaelvea  by  their  own  natural  and  remedial  laws. 

Begardiff,  then,  Ibe  Treasury  circular  as  having 
muafy  done  its  office,  we  are  now  called  upon  to  esiab- 
iiBb  sole  permanent  and  equal  rule  for  the  collection  of 
dte  public  reveuHCB.  It  is  «  duly  which  we  cannot  evade 
if  we  wmiM.  in  the  jinnt  power  which  the  constitution 
invests  ia  Congress,  to  "  lay  and  collect"  taxes,  our  duly 
is  read  to  us  iu  terms  too  significant  to  be  mistaken.  It 
is  as  much  a  part  of  the  legi^tive  authority  to  ssy  In 
what  manner  and  by  what  rule  the  collection  of  the  pub- 
he  revenue  shall  be  effected,  as  to  say  to  what  amount 
and  from  aottreea  it  shall  he  raised.  Important  as  sucli  a 
regulation  ia  at  aH  tines,  it  derives^  at  tbe  present  mo- 
meat,  a  particular  interest  from  its  close  connexion  with 
the  subject  of  the  currency.  It  is  in  that  connexion  that 
aH  who  have  participated  in  this  debate  bsve  discussed 
Ae  question  befure  the  Senate)  and  it  is  doubtless  in 
that  connexion  that  tbe  public  attention  is  turned  with 
mast  anx'Cty  to  oar  decision  upon  it.  I  feel,  Hr.  Presi- 
dent, all  the  magnitude  and  all  the  difficulty  of  this 
great  question  of  the  currency.  Tliere  is  none  lhat 
rises  higher  in  impoiianee,  or  descenda  more  deeply 
inia  the  interests  of  sucieiy.  It  **comes  home  to  the 
bnsineas  and  tbe  bosoms  of  oien.**  It  affects  alike  the 
h«aableBt  bborer  and  the  wealthiest  capitaltstt  on  it  de- 
peod  the  security  of  properly,  the  stability  of  contracts, 
the  comfort  and  support  of  families,  and,  I  will  add,  in  a 
great  degree,  tbe  public  morab)  for  nothing,  in  my 
opinion,  is  mors  calculated  to  unsettle  the  moral  sense 
and  haUli  of  a  community  than  tbe  disporitioni  and 
parsaiti  fostered  by  tbe  lottery  of  a  fluctuating  eurreoey. 
in  approadwig  such  a  subject,  1  feel  all  Ibe  diffidence 
wlHCh  a  just  senee  of  its  difficulty  and  importance  prop- 
erly inspires.  But,  having  submilied  to  the  Senate  a 
proposHion  which,  if  adopted,  would,  1  flatter  myself, 
exert  no  small  infttience  on  this  great  interest)  and  aa 
the  ftienda  of  the  adminisiration  (myself  among  the 
wsoaber)  have  been  aectned  of  entertuning  visionary, 
impraeiieabtei  and  pemidoaa  notions  in  regard  to  a  re- 
form of  tbe  currency,  1  must  beg  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  while  1  slate,  with  as  much  precision  as  I  may, 
the  views  of  that  reform  which  1  entertain,  and  which 
have  determined  tbe  sbape  of  tbe  proposition  now  under 
their  consideration. 

In  diacusMng  the  question  of  a  reform  of  tbe  currency, 
it  is  necessary  to  settle  our  idcaa  clearly  as  to  two  thiitgs: 
ftrst,  the  nature  and  ciOent  of  the  end  to  he  aimed  at; 
iccondly,  the  rneaw  by  which  it  is  to  be  attained.   If  I 


am  Bsked,  what  is  the  end  I  propose,  whether  I  am  in 
favor  of  a  specie  circulation  exclusively,  and  tbe  total 
suppression  of  bank  paper,  I  answer,  No.  Even  if  such 
an  object  were  deiirabw,  it  is  plainly  impracticable.  In 
tbe  present  state  of  commeixial  progress  and  refinement 
throughout  the  world,  it  would  probably  be  impracttea- 
ble  any  wberet  but  in  this  country,  and  under  our  as- 
tern of  government  espeually,  it  is  obviously  wholly  un- 
allainsble.  Whelher  right  or  wrong,  we  find  twenty- 
six  independent  State  Legislatures  possessed  of  the 
power  to  create  banking  corporations.  Whatever  specu- 
lative doubta  may  exist  in  the  miods  of  some  aa  to  the 
constitutional  validity  of  this  power,  tbe  Slates  now 
actually  possen  and  exercise  it,  as  they  have  invariably 
done  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  and  there 
is  not  tbe  slightest  probability  lhat  they  will  ever  be  di- 
vested of  it.  In  every  sober  and  practical  sobeme  of 
policy,  we  must  proceed  upon  the  assumption  that  this 
independent  State  power  will  remain.  How,  then,  can 
the  banking  system  be  suppressed  by  this  Government? 
Such  a  notion,  if  entertained  any  where,  would  indeed 
be  Ulopian  and  visioiury. 

My  object,  then,  would  be,  not  Ibe  destruction  of  the 
banking  system  and  the  total  suppression  of  bank  paper, 
but  an  efficient  regulation  of  it,  and  its  restriction  to  safe 
and  proper  limits)  not  llie  exclusive  use  of  specie  as  a 
circulating  medium,  but  such  a  substantial  enlargement 
and  general  diffusion  of  it  in  actual  circolatioD,  as  would 
fflske  it  the  practical  currency  of  common  life,  the  uni- 
versal medium  of  ordinary  transactions)  in  short,  the 
money  of  the  &rmer,  the  mechanic,  the  laborer,  and 
Ibe  tntdetman;  while  the  merchant  should  be  left  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  facilities  of  a  sound  and  restricted  pa- 
per currency  for  his  larger  operations.  Such  a  reform* 
Btion  in  the  currency  as  this  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
productive  of  the  most  beneficisl  results.  It  would  give 
security  to  the  industrious  classes  of  society  fur  tbe  pro- 
ducts of  their  lalw,  againat  the  casualties  incident  to  the 
paper  system.  The  laborer,  in  returning  lu  ibe  bosom 
of  his  family  from  bis  weekly  toil,  would  no  longrr  find 
bis  slumbers  broken  by  Ibe  apprehension  thst  the  hard 
earnings  of  the  week,  perhaps  the  accumulation  of  long- 
years  of  honest  industry,  might  be  diasipsled  in  a  mo- 
ment by  tbe  'esplosinn  of  a  bank,  or  the  bursting  of  some 
paper  bubble.  It  would  give  security,  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, to  the  whole  body  of  the  community,  against  those 
disastrous  fluetaationa  in  Ibe  value  of  property  and  con- 
tracts, which  arise  f^oro  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  an  unre- 
stricted paper  currency.  It  would  give  seeurily  to  the 
banks  themselves,  by  providing  them,  in  t)ie  daily  inter- 
nal circulation  of  the  country,  an  abundant  and  aceesn- 
hie  fund  for  recruiting  their  resoorct  s,  whenever  they 
should  be  exposed  to  an  eitraordinary  pressure. 

This,  sir,  is  the  happy  state  of  thitws  we  mi^ht  prom- 
ise ourselves  from  replacing  (as  it  is  the  aim  of  .the 
proposition  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  do) 
all  bank  bills  under  the  denomination  of  twenty  dollars, 
with  a  solid  circulation  of  gold  and  silver.  Is  there  any 
thing  wild,  any  thing  visionary,  any  thing  pernicious,  in 
such  a  system  of  currency  as  this?  It  has  the  sanction, 
Hr.  President,  of  the  profuundest  writers  on  questions 
of  political  economy,  and  has  received  the  practiesl  aa- 
aent  of  tbe  wisest  nations.  1  am  well  aware  that  It  would 
ill  become  me  to  preieot  for  the  consideraiion  of  the 
Senate  any  scheme  which  wss  not  thus  tested  and  ap- 
proved. Of  all  the  writers  who  bsve  treated  and  exam- 
ined questions  of  this  character,  none  possess  so  high  an 
authority  as  the  autluir  of  the  •<  Wealth  of  Nations."  It 
has  been  well  and  justly  said  that  Adam  Smith  had  done 
for  the  science  of  political  economy  what  Bacon  and 
Newton  had  done  for  physics!  science,  and  Sydney  and 
Loeke  for  the  icieiiee  of  governmtff^wd  the  bndamen- 
tal  principles  of  ciril  aBi|iipditiQaUi^d^Qitt  work. 
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appnring  cofitemportneoutly  with  the  American  Revo- 
lution, was  deeply  imbued  with  the  free  apirit  and  the 
lar^  and  vigoroua  tboug:ht  which  to  remarkablj  dittin- 
guiahed  that  grreat  era.  lie  came  forth  aa  the  zealous 
and  powerful  champion  of  free  trade,  the  inflexible  op- 
ponent of  monopoly  and  reatriction,  in  all  their  multiplied 
fbrm%  the  ardent  advocate  of  erery  thing  that  is  liberal, 
generous  and  popular,  in  the  institutiona  of  aociety  and 
the  intercourie  of  nationa.  No  work  lias  ever  exerciaed 
so  lai^  an  influence  for  good  on  the  policy  and  destiny 
of  national  ind  none,  1  am  sure,  comidering  the  stamp 
>  fif  liberty  aa  well  a^  wisdom  impresied  upon  it,  Tm  bet. 
ter  entitled  to  the  rt  sprct  of  an  assembly  of  American 
legislators.  Adam  Smith,  by  a  strange  miiUke,  haa  been 
held  up,  rather  opprobriously,  aa  the  ailvocate  of  a  pa. 
per  system— as  the  founder,  in  fact,  of  the  paper  schooll 
Sir,  there  can  be  no  greater  mistake  than  this.  While 
be  recognised  the  utility  of  a  jiidicioua  system  of  bank- 
ii*gt  in  liberating  and  putting  into  productive  employ- 
nwnt  capital  which  would  otherwise  remain  dead  and  in- 
active, and  the  liusilitiea  it  is  calculated  to  afford  to  com- 
merce, he  yet  intiata  that  the  general  circulation  of  the 
country  should  be  gold  and  silver. 

As  the  general  principles  he  haa  laid  down  on  the  aub- 
jects  of  banking  and  currency  continue  still  to  be  ap- 

Cled  to  by  the  enlightened  writera  wbo  have  followed 
1  aa  affording  the  soundest  exposition  of  those  sub- 
jects, whstever  modificationi  of  subordinate  points  msy 
have  been  made  by  subsequent  inquirers,  I  wilt  give  to 
the  Senate,  and  principally  in  the  worda  of  Adam  Smith 
himself,  an  outhne  of  his  aystem  of  currency.  After 
speaking  of  the  advantages  to  be  expected  fromaju. 
(licious  and  properly  cnnducled  system  of  banking,  he 
nys  expressly  that  "the  commerce  and  industry  of  a 
country  are  not  so  secure  when  suspended,  as  it  were, 
on  the  DKdallan  wingi  of  paper  monry,  as  when  they 
travel  about  on  the  solid  ground  of  gold  and  rilver.**  He 
Mys,  therefore,  it  is  the  policy  of  wiae  flovernmenta 
'*  to  guard,  not  only  ag^inat  that  excessive  multiplication 
of  paper  money  which  ruins  the  very  bsnk«  which  issue 
it,  but  even  afrainst  that  multiplicaiinn  of  it  which  ena. 
blea  ilitfm  to  fill  the  greater  part  of  the  circultlinn  of  tlie 
country  with  it."  He  then  proceeds  to  show  that  "the 
circulation  of  every  country  nwy  be  considered  aa  divi* 
ded  into  two  different  branchesr  the  circulation  of  the 
dealera  with  one  another,  and  the  circulation  between 
thedealeraandcoitiumera.**  His  next  position  is,  *'  that 
paper  money  may  be  to  regulated  as  either  to  confine  it- 
self very  much  to  the  circulation  between  the  different 
dealers,  or  to  extend  itself  like  wise  to  a  great  part  of  that 
between  the  dealers  and  cnnmmers."  The  regulation 
if  effected  by  fixing  the  denomination  of  the  notes  per- 
mitted to  be  tsaued.  *•  It  were  better,**  he  adds,  "  that 
no  bank  notes  were  issued  in  any  part  of  the  kingdom 
for  a  smaller  sum  than  five  pounds.  Paper  money  would 
then  confine  itself  to  the  circulation  between  the  differ- 
ent dealerat"  and  where  this  is  the  case,  be  says,  *'  there 
is  always  plenty  of  gold  and  silver."  **But  where  it 
extends  itself  to  a  considerable  part  of  the  circulation 
between  dealers  and  consumers,  it  banishes  gold  and 
ailver  almost  entirely  from  the  country."  The  system 
of  Adam  Smith,  then,  resolves  itself  Into  this:  that  the 
cireulation  between  dealer  and  dealer  may  be  of  paper,  but 
that  the  circulation  between  dealer  and  consumer  should 
be  of  the  precious  metals;  that  thia  result  ought  to  be 
secured  by  prohibiting  the  issue  of  bank  notes  fur  a  less 
sum  than  five  pounds,  and  that,  if  such  a  restriction  ^be 
adopted,  there  "  will  alwajn  be  plenty  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver*' in  circuUiion,  performing  all  the  ofRces  of  ex- 
change in  the  "ordinary  transsctiona**  of  society,  while 
the  use  of  paper  would  be  confined  tn  CHnmereial  ope* 
rations  of  a  larger  scale.  Instead  of  beii^  the  advocate, 
hr  less  the  founder,  of  an  unrtatrioted  paper  system,  he 


urges  the  nccesMty  of  eonfimng  it  to  commemd  aeeo» 
modaiioa  in  the  biver  trannctiona  between  dealer  sad 
dealer.  He  is  in  uTor  of  ttie  suppreiiion  of  all  hmk 
notes  under  fire  pounds]  whereby  gold  sad  Avervi 
fill  the  ordinary  cnanncls  of  drcuhlion,  and  becow,  ia 
fact,  the  common  practical  currency  of  the  country. 

But  thia  system  does  not  rest  on  the  authority  of  Aim 
Smith  alone.  Not  to  mention  the  ilhiatrioas  nanei  er 
the  policy  of  other  enlightened  nations  in  aappwtof  H, 
it  haa  received  the  ancccaahre  sanction  of  a  loi^  fine  of 
the  ablest  practical  statesmen  hi  England.  It  is  a  ic- 
markable  heu  that  the  great  work  of  Adam  Ssrith  hif- 
ing  appeared  in  1776^  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britsta, 
in  the  ver^  next  year,  passed  a  law  prohibiting  all  bank- 
ers from  issuing  notes  under  the  denomination  offirr 
pounds.  This  continued  to  be  the  legislative  poEcy  cf 
that  country  till  the  memorable  year  of  ITST,  v^tn,  in 
consequence  of  the  exigeociea  and  embarratasieati  ol 
that  tremendous  conflict,  growing  out  of  die  Frmek 
revolution,  which  desolated  and  convulsed  Europe  (or 
more  than  twenty  years,  the  Bank  of  England,  mtb  ibe 
aanction  of  the  Government,  auspended  specie  payaeati; 
and,  at  the  aame  lime,  resorted  to  an  issue  of  one-poand 
and  two-poui>d  notes.  As  soon,  however,  as  ibe  nr 
waa  at  an  end,  and  the  country  was  in  a  ntosiion  to  >d- 
mit  of  the  resumption  of  specie  pavmenta  by  tbe  bask, 
the  enlightened  ataleamen  of  England  recurred  bi  the 
prohibition  of  all  notes  under  the  denomination  of  in 
pounds.  This  return  to  a  sound  pnliCT,  however,  w 
not  seeomplisbed,  nor  has  it  been  msmtwned,  wiAtst 
encountering  a  strenuoua  and  persevering  opponlim. 

There  is  something  ao  instructive  in  the  history  of  th" 
reform  of  the  currency  in  England,  that  it  deserves  lo  be 
traced  somewhat  more  in  detail.    In  1819.  a  lav  vu 
passed  directing  a  eomplMe  resumption  of  specie  ptr' 
ments  by  the  bsnk  in  three  years,  to  wf ,  in  1833;  isd 
at  the  same  time  it  was  enacted  (hat  in  two  years  Bfirr> 
lo  wit,  in  1824,  all  small  notes  under  tite  denomiiwt  os 
of  Ave  pounds  should  be  prohibited.    The  first  \>to** 
ion  was  carried  ftilly  into  effect  at  the  designated  prriooi 
but,  such  was  the  influence  of  the  country  bankers,  ibo 
other  assbciated  interests,  that, before  the appwotediiBK 
for  the  suppression  of  the  small  notes  arrived,  tbe  ktw 
provision  was  repealed,  and  the  final  auppressim  of  the 
small  notes  was  adjourned  to  18S3,  the  year  of 
piration  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  En|[laad.  Bst 
the  great  commercial  conrulslonof  1825,  which  wpj 
banks,  merchanta,  farmers,  every  thing,  before  it,  •i''' 
the  destructive  fury  of  a  tornado,  soon  after  occaned, 
and  forcibly  admonished  British  statesmen  of  the  aeeem- 
ty  of  seeking  a  remedy — in  part,  at  least— ^  "  "Th! 
solid  constitution  of  their  currency-  Accordingly, "* 
beginning  of  1826,  l^d  Liverpool  and  Mr.  B^""?; 
the  one  the  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  ibe 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  inU-oduced  aod  "'J**' ! 
bill  providing  for  the  prohibition,  after  Aprti,  " 
all  amal)  notes  under  the  denominaUon  of  fl"  P"'^^ 
Thta  law  was  stoutly  and  zealously  opposed  at  JJT 
of  its  enactment,  and  repeated  attempta  were  ""''.'^rj 
ly  made  lo  procure  its  repeal,  before  the  pe"**''i 
for  lla  operation.  But  tlieae  eflbris  were  ^^^^JZiZ 
ingt  and  the  doctrine  of  Adam  Smith,  in  f^t?^V^ 
prohibition  of  all  notes  under  the  denoniasiMM  oi  " 
pound^  re-establislied  in  1829,  af^er  exprriencing 
bitter  fruiu  of  a  temporary  departure  from  ""^ 
be  considered  aa  tbefinal  and  settled  policy  ofvte  Bnwj^ 
Oovemment.  It  has  received  the  sanction 
her  ablest  statesmen— of  Liverpool,  of  P«eli « 
of  Huskisson,  of  Brougham,  of  Wellingtot*-""" 
upon  the  fullest  experience  and  coMaderation,  hsrr, '  ^ 
time  to  time,  borne  their  testimony  to  the jre»* 
portanoe  of  this  essential  restriptiea  upoa  •ff 
■•twn-  Digitized  by  V^OOgle 
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And  what  hu  been  tbe  reault  in  practice  f  Why,  to 
give  to  tlic  people  tif  Bn^^aiid  virtiully  KowtaUic  cur- 
nucfi  tor  gold  Mid  fiWer  fuim  there  tbe  daily,  habitual 
aediua  of  all  ordinary  tranaactiona.  A  buik  note,  ex- 
cept  on  apecial  occaaion^  it  a  aort  of  phenomenon.  On 
Ibw  point  we  have  preciae  ioformation.  It  appears,  from 
datialical  rcturna  rererred  to  by  the  Chancellor  or  tbe 
Exebcquer  in  the  House  of  Commont,  a  few  yeara  ago, 
that  the  amount  of  gold  then  in  circulation  was  twenly- 
tvo  milliona  of  pounds  sterling,  and  of  silver  eight  nil. 
liow  of  pounds  sterling.  I  do  not  speak  of  gold  and 
silver  locked  up  in  Ibevaulta  of  banks;  but  of  tut  which 
passes  dail^  from  band  to  hand,  tbe  ordinary  Iransac- 
tMMia  of  business  Mr*  Gallatin,  in  his  instructive  pamph- 
let on  the  currency,  publiahed  in  1830,  stales  the  metallic 
circulation  of  England  at  precisely  the  same  amount. 
Allowing  nothing  for  any  aiigmentation  since,  tbe  peo- 
ple of  EUiffland  have,  then,  an  sctual  circulatiog  medi- 
um of  gold  and  silver  to  tbe  amount  of  about  One  huii' 
drcd  and  fifty  milliona  of  dollars.  The  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury,  (wtH^  doubllesis  has  access  to  tbe  most  authen- 
tic Mmrcea  of  information  oo  the  aubject,)  in  his  annual 
repert  at  tlie  commencement  of  the  session,  states  the 
vluile  paper  circulation  of  England,  at  this  timf ,  at  one 
bundrcd  and  fifty-two  millions  of  dollars.  We  may, 
tkcrctbre,  conclude  that  what  Mr.  Gallatin  says,  in  the 
pamphlet  lhas  referred  to,  is  substantially  correct— ltia>, 
**  by  IbesuppreuioD  of  all  notes  of  a  leaa  deoominaltun 
tfcw  £S  sterliog,  Ibe  amount  of  tbe  circulating  metallic 
carveacy  in  England  haa  become  equal  to  tbat  of  bank 
notes  of  every  description."  One  hufof  the  entire  cir* 
eolation  eooaists  of  gold  and  silver,  constantly  passing 
from  tumd  to  hand,  and  performing  all  the  offices  of  ex- 
change  in  the  ordinary  business  of  lire,  and  ihusformir^, 
in  bet,  tbe  practical  currency  of  ibe  ctmntry.  It  is  this 
hrge  iofiision  of  the  precious  metals  which  has  preserved 
the  current  of  England,  in  the  main,  in  a  healthy 
eonditkm,  under  a  system  of  banking  which  her  prime 
■Mister  bimsell^  (Lord Liverpool,)  in  1826,  pronouncnl 
to  br»  in  other  respects,  ■*  tbe  most  insecure,  Ibe  moat 
roUen,  tbe  very  wont,  which  it  is  possible  to  conceive." 

Much  baa  been  aaid  recently,  1  know,  Mr.  President, 
of  great  commercial  embarrauments  in  England,  which 
arc  aUributed  by  many  to  a  deranged  state  of  ber  cur- 
rtmef.  These  embarrassmeots,  in  my  opioiois  are  viewed 
in  much  too  serious  a  ligbli  but  if  tbey  were  not,  it  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  all  commercial  countries,  however 
mlid  tbe  constitution  of  their  currency,  will  occasionally 
be  visited  by  rcvubioni  in  trade.  If,  loo,  they  are  to  be 
considered  as  indicating  a  derangement  in  the  currency 
of  England,  the  source  of  that  derangement  is  to  be 
ftuMl  in  those  defects  of  her  system  of  banking  »hich 
were  referred  to  b^  Lord  Liverpool  as  makii^  it  so  in- 
aecvra  and  precarious,  and  nor,  surrly,  in  tbat  mlutary 
check,  tbe  probibitioii  of  amall  notes.  On  thecontrary, 
thn  aJbundance  of  gold  and  silver  which  that  reslriei'ion 
aecurca  io  tbe  common  circulation  of  the  country  is  the 
great  preservative  of  the  sy-stem,  and  llie  anchor  whicb 
enables  it  to  ride  in  safety  amid  fluctuations  and  tempests 
tbat  might  otherwise  overwhelm  or  subvert  it. 

It  is  Ui'S  abundant  aopply  of  the  precious  melals,  fill- 
ing and  saturating  the  ordinary  i^iannela  of  circulation, 
whieb  I  desire  to  see  hrougbt  about  in  our  own  country. 
That  ia  tbe  end  to  be  aimr  d  at.  What  are  Ibe  meana  by 
which  it  is  to  be  accomplished?  We  have  seen  that  in 
Engiaad  it  baa  been  accomplished  by  tbe  prohibition  of 
afl  bank  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  £5.  Similar 
meana  will,  doubtless,  accomplisb  the  same  end  here; 
and,  I  must  add,  nothing  else  will.  It  is  tn  vain  to  expect 
to  bring  gold  and  silver  coins  into  cireulalioti,  without  s 
previoua  soppresnoo  of  all  notes  of  cwresponding  de* 
nomioationa.  The  reason  la  obvious.  If  there  exist  In 
UBf  country  two  distinct  ciirrwi^c%  both  of  them  »■ 


swering  equally  well  tbe  purposes  of  domestic  circula- 
tion, but  one  of  tliem  possessing  oitly  a  local  value,  con- 
fined to  the  country  of  ita  emission,  while  the  other  has 
a  univeraal  and  equal  value  throughout  the  world,  the 
tatter  will  necessarily  go  abroad  into  the  commerce  of 
the  world,  in  quest  of  i  lie  riches  and  productions  of  fur- 
eigi^alions,  leaving  the  former  at  home  to  perform  an 
office  which  it  does  equally  as  well,  though  it  would  be 
wholly  without  use  or  value  abroad.  1*he  iptal  incom- 
patibility, therefore,  of  a  paper  and  metallic  currency  of 
the  same  denominalioiu,  lias  grown  into  an  axiom.  Ed- 
mund Burke,  (whose  sagacity  in  questions  of  this  sort  ia 
well  known,}  at  the  memorable  period  of  tbe  bill 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Pitt  fur  the  suspension  of  spe- 
cie payments  by  the  Bank  of  England,  in  1797,  in  a  let- 
ter written  during  his  last  illness  to  Mr.  Canning,  which 
tlie  latter  genilemsn  brought  most  toucliingly  to  the  no* 
lice  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  a  debate  of  great  inter- 
est and  instruction  on  this  whole  subject,  at  a  much 
mure  recent  period*  (18^)  wd  these  memorable 
words:  ■*  Tell  Mr.  Pitt  thai,  if  he  consents  to  the  ianie 
of  one-pound  notes,  he  will  never  see  a  guinea  again." 
The  prophecy,  sir,  became  history.  No  one  saw  a 
guinea  in  circulation  in  England  while  llie  bank  contin- 
ued the  ibsue  of  one-pound  notes. 

In  1838,  when  a  great  struggle  again  look  place  in  the 
British  Parliament,  on  the  final  cunsummation  of  the  effort 
Io  restore  a  melallic  currency,  tlicre  waa  not  a  single 
distinguished  man  «lio  did  not  bear  bis  testimony  to 
the  irulb  of  Mr.  Burke's  axiom.  Tbe  Cliancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  said,  on  that  occasion,  *>  there  was  a  nat- 
ural antipathy  between  the  one-pound  note  and  the  sov- 
ereign. They  would  not  exist  together,  for  the  note 
soon  drove  the  soverc'gn  out  of  circulation."  The  Duke 
of  Welliiigton,  who  kxs  eminently  a  practical  man,  ami 
spoke  from  the  teacliingi  of  experience,  said  "the  ex- 
perience of  Ibe  last  few  yeav  liad  proved  the  Irulh  uf 
the  llieory,  that  one-pound  notes  and  gold  sovereigns 
would  not  circuhite  at  the  same  lime.  If  you  are  to  liave 
gold  in  circulation,  you  cannot  Imve  one-pound  iiotts." 
Mr.  lluskisBon,  whose  familiarity  with  quesiinns  of  this 
sort  was  lite  result  of  profound  studies,  as  well  as  ma- 
tured experience,  sjid,  sliil  more  pointedly,  "  wlien  the 
psper  is  let  in,  the  gold  will  disappear.  Tbey  might 
vote  the  money,  tbey  might  coin  it,  but  how  could  ihcy 
retain  it  in  the  eounlry?"  Tliia  remark  applies  most 
forcibly  to  i>ur  present  situation.  We  have  voted  the 
metallic  money,  we  have  coined  ii,  but  il  will  nut  circu- 
late. Since  we  corrected,  by  Isw,  the  under-valuation 
of  the  gold  coin%  (but  Utile  more  th.tn  two  years  ago,) 
Ihe  quantity  of  gold  in  llie  country,  according  tu  the  late 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  lite  Treasury,  has  in- 
creased firteen  millions.  We  have  coined  at  our  own 
mint,  within  that  time,  accordii^  to  the  same  authority, 
ten  millions  of  gold.  Bui  where  is  ilf  In  the  vaults  of 
the  banks  or  hoarded  by  individuaU!  and  we  shall  iievtr 
see  it  in  circulation  until  we  have  opened  Ihe  way  fur 
it  by  a  previous  suppression  of  the  small  no  ea.  If  we 
mean  Io  do  any  thing  practical  and  effectual  fur  inlrodu* 
cing  a  more  general  circulation  of  specie,  we  must  begin 
at  the  right  end,  by  first  putting  down  tbe  small-note  cir- 
culation. 

I'his  is  the  true  poliey  of  the  Government,  and  is  Ibot 
practical  reform  of  the  currency  which  hat  been  steadily 
held  in  view  by  the  present  adminisl  ration  and  its  friend*. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Mas«cliutetts  [Mr.  Wsa- 
STXs]  ditcovere«l  great  solicitude  to  know  what  ia  to  be 
the  system  of  policy  of  the  new  administration  upon  thia 
subject.  I  have  no  means  of  knowing,  Mr.  Fresident, 
which  tbat  gentleman  dues  not  equally  possess.  It  is 
generally  supposed,  however,  tbat  the  coming  adminis- 
tration  will*  in  the  main,  conform  ita  R|'Uf)^4>'^ihe  ex- 
emplar^ the  prcKiiLDi^he  inqtui7>orMwUMMrable 
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f  rntlemRn,  then,  may  be  ntisiiedf  by  showing  him  what 
hu  been  Ihe  policy  of  (he  pretent  adnt'iniitraliont  md 
that  cannot  be  better  stated  than  In  Ihe  words oFoor  Ten- 
erable  and  patriotic  Chief  Magistrate  himself.  I  beg  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  while  I  read  a  very  unequivo- 
cal and  explicit  passage  on  this  subject  in  Ihe  President's 
message  of  the  last  year.    In  that  document  he  safk:  . 

"  It  has  been  seen  that,  without  the  agency  of  a  great 
moneyed  monopoly,  the  revenue  can  be  collected,  and 
conveniently  and  safety  applied  to  all  the  purposea  of  the 
public  expenditure.  It  is  also  ucertained  that,  instead 
of  being  necessarily  made  to  promote  the  evib  of  an  un- 
checked paper  system,  the  management  of  the  revenue 
can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the  reform  which  Ihe  Legisla- 
tures of  several  of  the  Statrs  hare  already  commenced  in 
regard  to  the  suppression  of  small  bills,  and  which  has 
only  to  be  fostered  by  proper  regulations  on  Ihe  part  of 
Congress  to  secure  a  pradical  return,  to  the  extent  re- 
(^ui  red  fur  the  security  of  the  currency,  to  the  constitu- 
tional medium.  Severed  from  the  Government  as  polili- 
cat  engines,  and  not  auaceptible  of  dangerous  extension 
and  combination,  xhe  State  banks  will  not  be  tempted, 
nor  will  they  hare  the  power  which  we  have  seen  exer- 
C'sed,  to  divert  tlie  public  funds  from  the  legitimate  pur- 
poses of  lite  Government.  The  collection  and  custody 
of  the  revenue  being,  on  the  contrary,  a  source  of  credit 
to  ihem,  will  increase  the  security  which  Ihe  Slates  pro- 
vide for  a  faithful  execution  'of  their  trusts,  by  multiply- 
ing tlie  scrutinies  to  which  their  operations  and  aeeountt 
will  be  subjected.  Thus  disposen,  as  well  from  interest 
as  the  obligations  of  their  charters,  it  cannot  be  doubled 
thvt  such  conditions  as  Congress  may  see  fit  to  adopt  re- 
specting the  deposites  in  these  institutions,  with  a  view 
to  the  gradual  disuse  of  the  small  bills,  will  be  cfieerful- 
ly  complied  with;  and  that  we  shall  soon  gain,  in  place 
of  Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  practical  rc* 
furm  in  Ihe  whole  paper  system  of  the  country.  If, 
by  this  policy,  we  can  ultimalelT  witness  the  suppression 
of  all  bank  bills  below  twenty  dollars,  it  is  apparent  that 
gold  and  silver  will  take  their  placr,  and  become  the 
principal  circulating  medium  in  the  common  business  of 
the  farmers  and  medianics  of  the  country.  The  attain- 
ment  of  such  a  result  will  form  an  era  in  the  history  of 
our  country,  which  will  be  dwelt  upon  with  delight  by 
'every  true  friend  of  its  liberiy  and  independence.  It 
wilt  lighten  the  great  tax  which  oitr  puper  system  has  so 
long  collec'ed  from  the  esrnings  of  labor,  and  do  more  to 
revive  and  perpetuate  those  h>bils  of  economy  and  aim- , 

Silicity  which  are  so  eon^nial  to  the  character  of  re  pub- ' 
icans,  than  all  the  legislation  which  has  yet  been  at- 
tempted." 

Here  we  have  a  complete  delineation  of  the  policy  of 
Ihe  adminisiration  on  Ihia  great  qneation  of  the  curren- 
cy. Neither  Ihe  Prendenl,  nor  the  body  of  liis  friends 
have  proposed  a  total  suppression  of  bank  paper,  or  an 
exclusive  metallic  currencyi  but,  to  use  his  own  word^ 
they  have  desired  to  see  **  a  practical  reform  in  the  bank- 
ing system,  by  the  ultimate  suppression  of  all  bank  bills 
below  twenty  dollara,  so  lhat  goKl  and  silver  m*ght  take 
their  place,  and  become  the  principal  circulating  medium 
In  Ihe  common  business  of  the  farmers  and  mechanics  of 
the  country."  1'his,  he  expressly  declares,  would  be  "  ■ 
practical  return,  to  Ihe  extent  required  for  the  security 
of  Ihe  currency,  to  the  constitutional  mediumt"  and  the 
attainment  of  which,  he  adds,  "  will  form  an  era  in  Ihe 
history  of  our  country,  which  wilt  be  dwelt  upon  with 
delight  by  every  true  friend  of  its  liberty  and  independ- 
ence." There  is  nothing  in  the  Treasury  circular  in- 
consistent with  tht»  interpretation  of  the  policy  of  Ihe 
administration.  That  measure,  as  1  have  already  said, 
was  an  oocasional  and  temporary  act,  resorted  to  under 
a  peculiar  emergency,  till  the  power  of  Connress  eould 
be  interpoicd  to  apply  a  more  systcnalio  raBedy».and 


cannot  be  eon«dered  as  a  departure  from  a  settled  sad 
general  line  of  policy .  On  Ihe  contrary,  the  President,  is 
his  message  at  the  eommeneement  ef  the  present  aemm, 
expressly  recurs  to  the  suppression  of  (he  lower  denoiii. 
inations  of  bank  notes,  by  the  concurrent  legislstim  of 
the  General  and  Slate  Governments,  as  forming  "  the 
true  policy  of  Ihe  country,"  by  which  only  "ahrpr 
portion  of  the  precious  metals  can  be  infused  into  ow 
circulating  medium."  No  other  plan  can  be  efTectwl 
for  the  accomplishment  of  such  a  resull{  and,  anill  it 
shall  be  adopted,  all  lhat  may  be  said,  however  glo*>«C 
and  fascinating,  of  the  advantages  of  a  metalRc  Nrta» 
tion,  will  prove  but  barren  theory,  and  delusive  snd 
unprofitable  generality.  You  may  bring  gold  and  tiircr 
into  the  country,  and  pile  them  mounlaim  high  in  four 
banks;  but,  without  the  suppression  of  the  smtll  notes 
they  will  never  circulate  in  Ihe  business  of  sooietj',  inl 
will  always  be  exposed  to  be  drawn  off  by  the  absorbing 
currents  of  foreign  trade.  The  inject  ofa  ralioaalpolic/ 
ii^  to  bring  them  into  daily  and  active  use,  iavigariling 
and  sustaining  the  pursuits  of  industry,  and  not  bhne 
Ihem,  like  the  ancient  household  relica  described  hj  the 
poet,  "wisely  kept  for  show." 

The  question,  then,  is,  by  what  means  in  our  po«f 
this  great  object  of  the  suppression  of  llie  imall  notei 
may  be  promoted  or  accomplished.   It  is  ihrouBblbe 
collection  and  management  of  the  public  revenue  mlf 
that  the  agency  of  this  Government  can,  at  present,  be 
usefully  interposed.    By  refiising  to  receive  m  pajiMM 
of  the  public  dues  the  notes  of  all  banks  which  ifasll  ii- 
sue  bills  of  the  lower  denominations,  as  is  proposed  ij 
the  resolution  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submil,  i  ilr«f 
inducement  of  interest  will  be  held  out  tolheleidi^ 
State  banks  to  discontinue  their  smaller  isMies. 
conaideration  of  the  credit  and  more  general 
given  to  their  p»per,  by  a  receivabiliiy  in  p'yow*"' 
the  revenue,  would  doubtless  induce  more  or  kb  «■ 
them  to  conform  to  the  sUndsrd  which  shall  be  edib. 
lished  in  this  respect  by  the  legislation  of  Confft* 
But  my  reliance  is  not  so  much  upon  tlie  operamm « 
this  meuurc  per  le,  as  upon  the  moral  influence  its 
calculated  to  exert  upon  the  policy  of  the  Slates.  iW 
have  the  complete  power  to  prohibit,  by  law,  iw  «"* 
sion  and  circulation  of  the  smaller  notesj  and  I  t»f^ 
doubt,  if  Ibis  Government  shall  hold  np  to 
ard  deemed  indispensable  to  the  puriAcation  aitd  rmm 
of  the  currency,  lhat  that>ower  will,  in  P"*"*^'!"? 
be  exerted  so  as  to  second  and  render  effec'usl  the  p* 
cy  of  our  legislation  here.    Have  we  not  Wll^ 
couragemeni,  in  what  has  already  taken  place,  lo  bope 
for  such  a  result?   ll  is  only  a  few  years  ago  lb" 
three  of  the  States,  according  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  (^"^^ 
vania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,)  had  prohibited  IK  ► 
sue  of  note*  under  five  dollsra.    But,  since  that  tiM  " 
has  been  the  policy  of  the  General  Owemmwt* 
collection  and  management  of  the  public 
discountenance  bank  notes  under  that 
And  what  has  been  the  result We  have  seen  '«*Jr 
one  by  one,  successively  conforming  to 
till  now  a  majority  of  Ihem  have  P"**'™  «L 
notes  under  the  denominaiion  of  five  dollars. 
fidence  I  feel  in  the  enlightened  patriotism  of  "/Xm 
Gnvemmenis,  and  in  the  popular  intellignce  and  im>^ 

which  control  them,  gives  me  every  ****"*^'  m  i 
appeal  to  their  co-operation  in  so  great  "  ^ 
work  will  not  be  in  vain,  especially  '.^Sa.  o( 
have  before  them  a  sober  and  practical 
the  probable  results  of  the  policy  in  whkhlh«"^ 
fence  is  invited.  . 

Let  u«,  then,  inquire  what  is  likely  to  b« 
of  the  effect  which  will  be  produced  on  the  w^^TU 
the  succemive  prohibition  ofatt  notes  under  m 
and  tweniy  deHan^i^i^dy^O@'" 
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Aifl  in  tfttatifua  of  thw  aort  w  univerakUy  admitted,  in 
Ui  able  pai^ililet  on  tbc  curreacy  written  in  1830,  ei- 
yiMleil  tiM  nediMtkm  l«  (he  woouiit  of  the  paper  cireu< 
htien  whidi  wouki  u-ise,  at  that  time,  rrom  the  lupprci* 
•ioo  of  all  notes  uiukr  6ve  dullars,  at  tiz  milliuDii  and 
that  likely  (u  ba  produced  by  a  auppreuion  of  the  notes 
under  ten  dollan,  at  about  Mven  milUoiwt  making  an 
i^Crente  of  tbktee*  nilliooa  of  dollars,  and  equ4l  (u 
IMC  ftim  of  the  wImIc  paper  eirculatiun  of  tlie  country. 
Aaotber  highly  reapeetabte  authority  on  American  bank- 
iV  (Gosm)  fli— tci,  IB  1831,  the  amount  of  nolea  un- 
<kr  five  doUara  tbea  in  eireHbliM  at  aevea  Btlliooat  and 
of  Motcs  under  tea  doUara  at  ten  millioBat  making  an 
iggyeyalq  of  saventeu  niUiaiA    But  let  lu  take  Mr. 
((.allaim's  calimate,  aad  sitppoM  that  the  auppresnon  of 
tb«  notes  under  fire  and  lea  -doUua  would,  ti^tbcr, 
upcrste  a  rectuction  u(  one  fiftb  ia  ibe  whole  amouot  of 
bank  paper  io  oireulattoa.    Let  a*  then  suppose  (wliicli, 
I  peeaune,  would  not  be  extravagant)  that  the  suppres* 
iio«  of  all  notea  under  twcntgr  ddlar%  and  above  ten, 
w«mM  produevt      amount,  a  diminution  of  one  fifth 
more  m  the  peper  circulation.    By  the  ultlntate  sup- 
prewioo  of  an  notea  under  twenty  dollars,  wc  should 
then  gwn  aa  aggregate  reduction  of  two  BfUis  in  the 
whole  paper  circulation  of  the  country.    AccurJing  to 
the  recent  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treawiryi  the 
whole  paper  circulation  or  the  country  asiounts  at  this 
tine  Io  130  millioos,  two  ftftht  of  which  would  be  48 
milfiona  of  dollars.   But,  in  order  to  be  within  sure 
limtta^  we  wilt  suppow  that  the  amount  of  bank  paper 
which  would  be  withdrawn  from  circulation  by  the 
wppreesioo  of  »U  notes  under  twenty  dotUrn  would  be 
only  40  millions.    That,  of  coiinie,  would  be  replaced 
by  an  equal  amount  of  gold  and  silver.    Bow,  then, 
would  stand  the  account  in  the  final  result?    Forty  mil- 
lionfc  taken  from  the  130  millions  of  paper  circuulioni 
would  leare  80  millions  of  papert  and^  added  to  ttie  28 
milliooa  of  gold  and  silver  already  in  circulation,  accord- 
ing  to  the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  IVea^ury, 
would  give  us  68  m'>llioni;  or  (ror  the  sake  of  round 
nui^era,  and  to  compensate  liberal  dtducliuns  made 
above)  70  milUona  of  goUl  and  silver  in  active  circula- 
tion— nut  dammed  up  and  stagnating  in  the  cuftVrs  uf 
the  banks,  but  spread  over  the  land,  iirigtling,  refrefeb- 
ing,  and  fertiliaii^  the  whole  country. 

*toch,  Mr.  President,  would  be  the  solid  and  practical 
TOirit  irf"  the  uliiroate  •upp^e^sion  of  all  bank  bills  under 
the  dcaomioation  of  twenty  dolUra.  It  would  give  to 
the  eountry  nearly  one  half  uf  its  whole  circulation  in 
the  precious  metals,  forming  a  solid  and  unfailing  fund 
for  the  payment  of  labor,  for  the  buying  and  selling  of 
Ibe  necetsaricc  of  liie,  for  the  great  mass  of  daily  trans, 
setbna,  including  the  wants  >nd  interctts  of  the  farmer, 
tbemeehani^  ana  the  tradesmanj  while  the  other  half 
would  consist  of  an  improved  paper  currency  for  the 
use  and  accommodation  of  the  merctiant,  and  for  Die 
lai^r  operations  of  trade  and  buuness.  1  would  ft>k 
gcotlrmefi  if  such  a  result  is  not  "  a  consummation  de- 
voutly to  be  wislied?"  Would  it  nnt,  in  the  glowing 
and  patrkitio  language  of  the  Piesideni,  form  '*aners 
in  the  hialory  of  the  country  which  would  be  dwelt  upon 
«itb  deKght  by  every  true  friend  of  iia  liberty  and  inde> 
pcadeneef"  And  can  wu  suppose  that  the  enlightened 
USWatnres  of  the  Sutei^  in  the  view  of  such  a  result, 
pregnant  with  consequences  so  important  to  the  safety, 
the  pro^icriiy,  and  the  morals,  of  the  whole  community, 
ind  rapcicially  to  the  inlercats  of  those  numerous  and  in- 
(luitrioui  clMaes  which  form  the  bars  and  support  of 
our  repubtiesn  s)stcm,  could  be  so  deaf  to  the  united 
■rail  of  patriotbm  and  wisdom,  u  not  to  lend  their  co-op- 
eration in  so  g^t  and  salutary  a  reform?  For  myself, 
Mr.  Preddcnt,  I  feel  a  cheering  euufidcnce  that  they 
trill  give  a  helping  and  e&oent  band  to  tbii  great  work. 
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The  Legislature  of  my  own  State  is  now  engaged  in  re 
vising  her  bankinw  system,  and  I  console  myself  in  the 
belief  that  she  will  be  smot^  the  foremost  to  vindicate 
the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  State  councils  from 
distrust,  by  heartily  seconding,  in  her  legislation  <m  the 
subject,  our  efforts  here  to  establisli  a  sound  currency 
fur  the  country. 

But,  sir,  till  by  llie  suppression  of  the  small  notes  the 
circulation  of  the  country  has  become  bttter  filled  with 
the  precious  raetah,  I  do  not  think  it  would  consist  with 
a  just,  wise,  and  paternal  policy  on  the  pait  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  exact  payment  of  its  dues  in  specie  exclusive- 
ly. It  could  not  be  done  witliout  great  hardship  to  the 
public  debtor,  and  extensire  dtstreM  and  embarrassment 
to  the  whole  community.  To  dcmonitraie  this,  nothing 
more  is  necessary  than  to  compare  the  amount  of  specie 
in  circulation  with  the  amount  of  the  revenue;  fur  it  is  con- 
ceded now,  that  if  payment  of  one  branch  of  the  reve- 
nue be  required  by  any  permanent  regulation  to  be  made 
in  specie,  all  ought  to  be  paid  in  specie.  According  tu 
the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (which 
appears  to  me  a  very  liberal  one,)  the  whole  amount  uf 
specie  in  circulation  does  not  exceed  twenty-eight  mil- 
hons  of  dul)ari>.  The  revenue  during  the  last  year 
amounted  to  forty-seven  millions;  and  perhaps,  with  all 
our  trffurta  to  reduce  it,  it  may  still  not  fall  shortof  thirty 
millions.  There  would,  then,  be  thirty  millions  of  doUars 
to  be  paid  to  the  Government,  out  of  a  circulation  of 
twenty-eight  millionh!  To  confront  the  two  sums  is  tu 
show  the  temerity,  if  not  the  imposMbilily,  of  the  at* 
tempt.  If  the  public  debtors  dtould  be  thrown  upon 
the  banks  fur  Urge  amounts  of  specie,  nut  to  be  had  from 
the  eirculatiun  of  the  country,  no  one  can  be  at  a  loss  to 
perceive  to  what  a  disastrous  extent  the  business  relations 
and  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  whole  community  would 
be  em-iarrasbcd  and  deranged.  And  how'  much  of 
specie,  permit  me  tu  ask,  would  remain  fur  that  im* 
mense  muss  uf  payments  In  private  transactions,  which, 
according  to  a  practical  estimate  made  by  Hr.  Gallatin, 
in  reference  to  the  reventie  collected,  and  the  busi- 
ncbs  dnnr,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  exceeds  more 
than  fifiy  times  the  payments  to  the  Government? 
Nothing,  therefore,  can  be  clearer  than  th  it  an  attempt, 
with  our  present  limited  mttallie  circulation,  to  collect 
the  public  revenue  in  specie  alone  would  be  distressing 
(o  the  la»t  degree,  and  could  not  abide  the  test  of  tliat 
public  judgment  without  whose  approbation  no  i>ystsm  of 
policy  can  or  outfit  to  stand. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Miiwotiri,  [Mr.  BsKruN,] 
in  the  able  speech  made  by  him  in  the  opening  uf  tlits 
discussion — a  speech  which  dot  s  him  great  credit,  not 
only  fortheexttntand  variety  of  the  research  displayed  by 
him,  but  for  llie  force  and  aibiliiy  with  which  he  illustra- 
ted his  own  views,  (in  some  of  which  it  u  my  mwfortune 
to  differ  from  him,) — brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Sen- 
ate, from  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Committee 
of  Seer*  cy  uf  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  Dank  of 
England  charter,  in  1832,  the  case  of  a  Ranker  at  Man- 
chester, who  paid  out,  in  the  course  of  a  year,  about 
six  millions  oi  dollars  in  specie  to  the  operatives  of  that 
place.  But  this  was  done  in  a  country  which,  as  1  have 
ulready  shown,  possesses  an  nctusl  circulating  metallic 
currency  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
whereas  our  metallic  circulatitm  is  but  twenty-eight  mil. 
liuns!  1'he  examination  of  Mr.  Samuel  Junes  Llo|d, 
(the  banker  referred  to,)  on  this  point,  is  so  instructive 
in  itself,  and  so  strikingly  illustrative  uf  the  arguments  I 
have  advanced,  that  1  beg  Uave  to  read  the  whole  of  that 
portiun  of  it  to  the  Senate,  in  the  form  of  question  and 
answer  in  which  it  is  reported: 

*<  QueiUon.  Ymi  are  aware  that  a  great  amount  ut 
specie  is  required  enry  vreekfur  tlir^ymem  of  wages 
at  MancUcater?  Digitized  by  VJiOOgle 
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Tfta$ury  Ctratiar. 


[Jab.  10.  1857. 


Mmuxr.    A  very  brge  Amount. 
Quet/um.    Can  you  give  the  comiDiltee  any  iileft  of 
the  tmouot? 

JbuUKT'  No,  1  cKDitott  but,  so  f»r  u  regards  the 
■me  of  our  own  house,  1  ibould  say  that  upon  the  arer- 
age  we  pay  abuul  25,000  aovereigni  a  week. 

Quettion.  Is  that  a  fresh  supply  of  sovereigns  in  each 
week,  or  do  you  obtain  it  irom  tlie  circulation  of  the 
place? 

Amoer.  We  require  a  continual  freah  supply,  but 
not  to  that  extent.  I  think  the  fresh  supply  requisite 
will  average  something  leas  than  10,000  a  week. 

Queation.  Before  the  abolition  of  the  £1  notes,  were 
those  payments  generally  made  in  £1  notes? 

^ntwer.  Entirely. 

Qttaiion.    Was  the  aatount  then  about  the  same? 
Amoer.    Quite  as  large. 

Quation.  You  say  that  about  25,000  a  wcrk  is  what 
yon  are  called  upon  altogether  to  pay,  and  that  about 
15,000  come  taek  into  your  handaf  What  do  you  ap- 
prehend becomes  of  tlie  remaildng  10,000  sovereigns^ 

Aatwtr,  *When  the  £\  notes  were  !n  circuUtion,  we 
could  trace  it  pretty  accurately,  and  I  believe  the  course 
to  be  the  same  with  the  sovereigns;  they  are  paid  princi- 
pally in  wages.  The  work  people  lay  them  out  in 
clothing  and  provisions,  and  those  sovereigns  pass  to  the 
provision  dealers,  and  thence  into  the  districts  from  which 


tion  of  smaH  notes?  In  sovereigns'  In  gold  or  nlverf 
Let  us  rchirn  to  the  examination  of  Mr-  XAa^Ai 

**  Queitim.  Before  the  abolition  of  the  £1  notes,  were 
those  paynwDls  generally  made  in  £1  notes? 

dnnoer.  Rntirely. 

Qitesliim.  Was  the  amount  then  about  the  aame? 
Gnawer.  Quite  as  large." 

Previous  to  the  suppression  of  the  small  notes,  (hen, 
the  whole  amount  of  payments  now  made  in  gold  were 
made  exclusively  in  £1  notes,  and,  but  for  tbat  svppres- 
sion,  would  still  be  made  in  £1  notes.  While  the  £1  notes : 
were  in  circulation,  these  payments  could  not  be  insde ' 
in  gold,  because  gok)  was  not  in  circulaiion.  GoU  w»#, : 
doubtleas,  in  the  country,  accumulated  in  the  vaoltaafi 
banks;  but  not  being  in  circulation,  there  was  no  com- 
mon  and  accessible  fund  from  which  it  could  be  readdy ! 
and  conveniently  obtained  for  the  business  of  liCr.  It: 
never  will  be  in  circulation  until  bank  notes  of  ibe 
smaller  denominations  have  been  first  suppreaeed.  It  is 
in  vain  for  the  Government  to  attempt  to  brin|f  it  into : 
circulation  hjf  demanding  it  in  payment  of  the  piMis: 
dues.  By  domg  so,  the  public  debtor  may  be  aabjected 
to  hardship,  the  banks  may  be  exposed  to  runs  upse 
them  for  specie,  and  the  business  of  the  coraniunity  may 
be  crippled  and  deranged.  But  gold  and  silver  viii 
never  circulate  while  bank  notes  of  the  aame  deoomina- 
tion  are  permitted  to  occupy  the  channela  of  ciroulanBa. 


the  provisions  are  auppliedj  tliesovereignsthenpassinto  |  xyou  may  csll  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,  bet  wiH 
the  bands  of  the  oountry  bankers  in  those  districts,  who  j  ibey  come?" 


cnther  send  them  up  to  Limdon  or  return  them  to  Man- 
chester, as  may  be  most  convenient  to  them. 

Quettion.  It  does  not  follow,  then,  because  you  are 
obliged  to  have  10,000  sovereigns  from  the  branch  bank, 
(that  is,  branch  of  tlie  Bank  of  England.)  that  the  amount 
of  the  circula'ion  in  Uanchester  is  continually  increasing 
at  the  rate  of  10,000  a  week  ? 

dfnstfxr.  Mo,  1  do  not  apprehend  it  is  incressing  at 
all." 

Now,  sir,  let  tia  sec  how  these  latge  payments  in  spe- 
cie, in  Hancheitler,  are  made.  Hr.  Lloyd  says,  ex- 
pressly, that,  of  the  35,000  sovereigns  a  week  paid  out 
by  him,  15,000  of  them  are  obtained  from  the  circulation 
of  the  place,  as,  through  that  channel,  they  regularly 
come  back  into  bia  hands;  that  he  requires  a  fresh  sup- 

Ely  of  about  10,000  sovereigns  a  week  from  the  bankt 
lit  these  10,000  sovereigns  are  also  constantly  reluming 
to  the  bsnk  from  the  circulation  of  the  country.  They 
are  first  paid  by  the  work  people  lo  the  provision  deal- 


The  requisitioD  of  specie  in  paymenta  to  tbe  Gorem- 
ment  will  not  only  not  avail  to  bring  gold  and  eilver  isto 
circulation,  but,  if  insisted  on,  while  go]d  and  salver  yet 
form,  comparatively,  but  a  small  part  uf  tbe  actual  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  it  will  inevitably  have  tbe  effect  ol 
diminishing  their  circulation.  While  bank  p»per  formi 
the  great  mass  of  llie  currency  of  tbe  country,  if  tbs 
Government  refuse  to  receive  it  in  payment  of  the  poblic ; 
dues,  and  demand  specie  exclusively,  tlie  neoeaanry  eon- 
sequence  will  be  to  enhance,  to  a  greater  or  lena  extent, 
the  value  of  gold  and  silver  in  relation  to  paper.  That 
being  the  case,  gold  and  silver  will  no  longer  circulate 
freely.  Those  who  have  specie  will  be  unvilliog  to 
part  with  it,  except  at  a  premiumt  and  those  who  bsve 
notes  will  be  anxious  to  convert  then  into  specie. 
Hosrdinr  of  the  precious  metals  will  then  ctNMneacr, 
and  but  Tittle  oftbem  be  seen  in  circulation.  No  oar,  I 
presume,  Mr.  President,  attaches  much  importance  to 
j  the  collection  or  the  public  revenue  in  specie,  as  an 


era;  then  by  the  provision  dealers  to  the  farniers,  of  j  ultimate  object,  H  it  can  be  nude  equally  aafe  by  other 


whom  they  procure  their  supplies;  from  the  farmers 
they  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  country  bankers,  who 
either  return  them  to  the  branch  bank  at  Manchester, 
or,  what  is  the  same  thing  in  effect,  send  them  tip  to  tbe 
parent  bank  at  London.  Thus,  tbe  whole  amount  of 
these  specie  payments  is  supplied  by  the  actual  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  country— a  thing  easy  and  conve- 
nient enough,  and  perfectly  natural,  where  llie  amount 
of  gold  and  atlver  in  daily  and  active  circulation  is 
150,000,000  dollars.  Tu  make  large  payments  in  spe- 
«e,  under  such  circumstances,  is  attended  with  no  diffi- 
cahy,  because  specie  is  the  common  and  habitual  cur- 
rency of  the  country.  The  metallic  circulation  of 
England  is  a  perpetual  fountain,  fed  by  the  streams 
which  flow  from,  and  are  constantly  returning  into,  it. 
But  lo  make  payments  in  specie  to  the  Government 
alone,  of  thirty  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  or  the  half 
or  the  fourth  of  those  sums,  in  s  country  whose  circula- 
tion consists  of  1120,000,000  of  paper,  and  of  but 
f  36,000,000  of  gold  and  silver,  is  a  far  difUrent  opera- 
tion. 

Another  most  imporUot  lesson  is  to  be  derived  from 
the  evidence  of  Mr.  Lloyd.  How  were  these  paymenu 
for  wagea  made  in  Manchester  prcvioua  to  the  prohibi- 


mesns.  It  is  only  as  an  instrument  of  purifyir^  and 
correcting  the  currency  that  It  deserves  tlie  considers- 
lion  of  a  pradical  statesman.  The  great  object  is  not 
to  amass  apecie  in  the  public  Treasury,  or  io  the  vaolt^  of 
hanks,  but  to  diffuae  its  beslthful  currents  thrnigb  the 
business  of  society,  and  lo  bring  it  into  active  drcvlatioo 
smong  the  people.  I'his  can  only  be  effected  by  the 
previous  suppression  of  the  small  notest  snd  any  attcBpt 
by  the  Government,  before  that  is  done,  to  collect  its 
revenues  ill  apecie,  instead  of  promoting  and  extending 
tlie  circulation  of  gold  and  silver,  tenda  directly  to  nar- 
row and  diminish  their  ciixulalion. 

1'he  indiacrimins'e  refusal  of  buik  paper  in  paymrat 
of  the  public  dues  might,  in  tbe  present  condition  of  the 
country,  be  attended  with  other  serioua  hasarde.  We 
have  heard  a  great  deal  recently,  Mr.  PreMdenl,  of  the 
pecuniary  panic  and  distreu  prevailing  in  Kiigland  and 
Ireland,  and  of  the  exlcn»ve  commercial  embarnssmrnis 
felt  there.  These  embarrassments  (in  Irtland,  espe- 
cially) aeem  to  have  arisen  mainly  from  tbia  very  cir- 
cumstance of  a  refusal  to  receive  the  paper  of  sdveat 
banks  in  collecttona  of  the  public  revenue.  It  appcan 
that  aome  of  the  edieetorsof  liie«iistoms  bad  arhitrarity 
refused  tbe  bUls  ctfiytlife(«^iAtiiMO<iat@»r  htbuHl. 
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Jaw.  10.  1837.] 


Trtaaury  Ctnuiar. 


[Stir  ATI. 


Tbcreufwn,  &  run  upon  the  tmnk  immcdtitety  com- 
menced, which,  nererlhelcM,  wemthered  the  atorm.  The 
^nte  spread  in  regRrd  to  other  inBlitutioni,  which, 
timugh  MilTcnt.  were  compelled  to  atop  payment;  »nd  • 
general  icene  of  confuiioni  alarm»  and  embamaament. 
ensued.  But  I  will  fpve  the  details  in  an  extract  from 
ui  P.n|{lwh  paper,  which  tiu  been  republished  exten- 
nvely  in  all  our  principal  journals.    Here  it  is: 

•*  The  pressure  was  yet  severe,  not  only  throughout 
Eni^nd,  but  in  Ireland.  In  the  Jstler  country  there 
bad  been  a  panic,  attended  by  several  severe  commer- 
cial diaaatera.  This  panic  was  commenced  by  the  col- 
leetora  of  the  costomi  at  Newry.  and  some  other  places. 
refo«n|f  ihe  bHIa  of  the  Provincial  Bank  of  Ireland.  A 
ran  upon  the  banic  was  the  inevitable  snd  immediate 
conarqvcnee.  The  solvency  of  the  bank,  however,  had 
■ever  been  questioned,  snd  was  finally  attested  by  the 
result.  The  panic  spread  in  respect  lo  other  insiitutitpn^, 
and  the  Dublin  Agricultural  Bank  stopped  payment  on 
the  15tb.  Strong  effbrlii  were  made  by  its  friends  to 
■MiMi  it  One  gentleman,  Mr.  Gresham.  aent  in 
£35,000.  The  riabilitles  of  the  bank  are  sUted  at 
£M0.00ei  iU  asaets  at  £680,000. 

**Th«  bank  was  established  In  1834,  by  3,1/0  part- 
ner*. It  now  has  5,000  partners,  and  twenty-six 
branches  scattered  all  over  Ihe  country,  all  of  which 
stop,  of  coune.  But,  notwithstanding  the  solvency  of 
the  mtitution,  its  suspension  will  operate  fearful  injury." 

AU  Ibis  pecuniary  suffering  and  distress,  widely  rami- 
fied as  it  afterwards  became,  originated  in  the  refusal, 
hf  officers  of  the  Government,  to  receive  the  notes  of  a 
Bolvent  bank  in  payment  of  the  public  revenue.  If,  Mr. 
Preiadent,  we  'slull,  by  a  sweeping  law,  refuie  to  re- 
eenre  the  paper  of  all  banks,  hiiwever  sound,  in  discharge 
of  the  public  dues,  will  'here  not  be  danger  of  similar 
consequences?  Might  it  not  operate,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, as  a  discredit  of  sll  bank  paper,  exposing  the  insti- 
totkiBi  which  issue  it  to  severe  runi^  and  the  community 
at  luwe  to  consequential  pretsure  and  embarraument? 
At  all  events  there  would  be  heavy  demands  upon  the 
banks  for  the  specie  requisite  in  payments  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  tha  limited  melallie  circulstion  of  the 
country  would  be  wholly  inadequate  to  supply.  Would 
it  be  jiist  or  wise  in  the  Government,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  currency,  with  a  Sbylock  severity,  to  de- 
siand  its  pound  of  fle^.'  Would  not  such  a  course  tend 
lo  produce,  instead  of  aTcrting,  the  eataslrophe  which 
appears  to  be  dreaded  by  some? 

I  should  be  ss  liule  disposed,  Ur.  President,  as  any 
nembcr  of  this  body,  to  hazard  the  safety  of  the  public 
revenue  by  any  undue  laxity  in  regard  to  its  collection. 
The  proposition  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit  provides 
Mudiously  for  the  security  nf  the  revenue.  It  not  only 
does  not  allow  the  notes  of  any  banks  to  be  received, 
bol  lueh  as  are  promptly  redeemed  in  specie — subject, 
Uio,  to  important  restrictions  in  regard  lo  their  ilenoroi- 
natiom  but  it  expressly  declares  that  no  notes  whatev* 
er  shall  be  received  which  the  banks  in  which  they  are 
lo  be  deporited  shall  not  agree  to  pass  at  once  to  Ihe 
credit  of  the  United  Statea  as  cash.  This  guarantee  of 
the  deposite  banks  converis  the  whole  of  the  public  col- 
lections virtually  into  speciet  and  when  it  is  recollected 
thai  th«  SeeretaTy  of  Ibi  Treasury  is  empowered,  when- 
ever be  thinks  it  necessary,  to  obtain  from  ibem  a  spe- 
ml  and  supplementary  security  for  the  public  deponles, 
Ihe  solidity  of  Ihe  guarantee  may  be  reposed  upon  with 
confidence. 

It  is  f>bjected  to  this  provision,  by  some  gentlemen, 
that  it  puts  it  in  the  power  of  the  depo«te  banks  to  say 
what  note*  shall,  and  what  shall  not,  be  received  by  Ihe 
Oovemment  in  payment  of  its  revenues.  1'he  absolute 
reapnniUiility  of  the  deposile  banks  for  the  notes  depu* 
kcd  wteb  tbcn  an  puh^  account  is  deemed  a  fundamen- 


tal  principle  in  the  fiscal  code  of  Government)  without 
it,  the  practice  of  special  deposites  must  be*  revived, 
which  formerly  subjected  the  Government  to  heavy  lost* 
es,  and  is  the  origin  of  the  unavailable  funds  still  borne 
on  the  bookf  of  the  Treasury.  But  if  the  deposite 
banks  are  to  be  absohilely  responsible  for  the  notes  de- 
posited with  them  as  so  much  cash,  they  ought,  certainly, 
to  have  a  reasonable  discretion  as  to  the  notes  they  shall 
receive  on  deposite.  This  is  no  naw  principle  in  the 
practice  of  the  Government;  it  has  been  a  standing  in- 
giruciion  front  the  Treasury  Depaitment  tu  the  public 
receivers  and  colleclor^.  fur  more  than  twenty  yeitrs,  to 
receive  no  notes  but  such  as  Ihe  deposite  banks  would 
credit  to  the  United  Slates  as  cash.  I'o  satisfy,  howev' 
er,  19  far  ss  possible,  the  jealousy  which  has  been  ex- 
pressed  on  this  subject,  and  to  guard  against  any  arbi- 
trary or  wanton  abuse  of  their  discretion  by  the  deposite 
I  bankn,  I  have,  by  a  mo  lificaliun  of  my  original  resolu- 
tion, placed  them,  in  (his  regard,  expressly  under  the 
supervision  and  control  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

While  the  proposition  I  have  had  the  Uimw  to  submit  - 
provides,  as  I  believe,  in  the  amplest  manner,  for  the  se- 
curity of  tile  public  revenue,  it  pays  a  due  regard  to  the 
Interests  of  the  great  body  of  the  community.  An  in- 
flexible exaction  of  gold  and  silver  in  payments  to  the 
Government,  in  the  present  condition  oi  the  circulating 
medium,  it  seemed  to  me,  would  involve  a  necessary  and 
serious  derangfement  to  the  whole  business  and  com- 
merce of  the  country.  These  interests  1  believe  to  be 
more  or  kat  common  to  all.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
see  a  natural  enmity  and  inherent  incompatibility  b» 
tween  the  interests  of  dilTerent  classes  of  menj  I  do  not 
belong  to  that  school  of  phih^sophy  which  divides  so- 
ciety horizontKlly,  the  upper  portion  pressing  upon  the 
lower  «iih  the  weight  of  its  incumbent  mas^  while  the 
latter  is  constantly  striving  to  throw  off  the  load  by  vio- 
lent and  vindictive  struggle.  This  is  the  beJIum  omnium 
inomrua  which  forms  no  parteither  of  my  philosophy  or 
my  feelings.  No,  sir,  my  theory  assigns  a  perpendicu- 
lar stntificaiiim  to  sooleiy,  placing  all  its  component 
parts  side  by  side  on  the  same  platform  of  equality,  with 
common  rights,  common  interests,  and  common  duties, 
mutually  giving  and  receiving  support  by  their  juxtapo- 
sition. Ill  this  aspect,  the  interests  of  the  merchant, 
the  farmer,  the  meclianx,  tlie  laborer,  are  the  samei 
what  promotes  the  prosperity  of  one,  redounds  to  the 
advantage  of  each. 

fn  regard  to  the  effect  upon  the  currency,  Ihe  propo- 
sition I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit,  if  adopted,  would 
prove  in  some  degree  instrumenut,  I  trust,  in  promoting 
tliat  great  reform  which  has  been  so  impressively  recom- 
mended by  the  patriotic  Chief  Hagistrate  of  the  tiation. 
and  which,  it  the  moment  when  he  is  about  to  close  a 
long  and  glorious  career  of  pHblie  service,  in  a  hallowed 
retirement,  *'  by  all  a  nation's  wishes  blest,*'  may  well 
form  the  object  of  his  ardent  vows  for  his  country. 
That  reform  seek%  by  the  Kubstitutinn  uf  gold  and  sil- 
ver, in  place  of  the  lower  denominations  of  bank  paper, 
tn  make  the  precious  meiali  (he  familiar  currency  of 
common  life.  lUit  this  object  can  be  fully  accomplished 
only  by  the  ultimate  suppression  of  all  notes  under  twen- 
ty dollars!  five-dollar  notes  and  half  eagltrs  will  not  cir- 
culate logeihcrt  Ihe  ten-dollar  note  must  be  put  down, 
before  the  eagle  can  take  its  place. 

I  am  aware,  Hr.  President,  lhat  our  position  is  not  ex- 
empt from  difficulties  and  dangers.  Dul  I  see  in  them 
nothing  to  create  alarm,  far  less  to  excite  despondrncyt 
but  every  thing  to  rouse  the  devotion  and  energy  of  the 
patriot.  With  whatever  embarrassments  we  may  be 
bestt,  there  is  a  redeeming  power  in  the  virtue  and  in- 
telligence of  die  Amtrrican  peo(>|p,  which  wdl  conduct 
us  in  safety  and^riumph  through  Jitrem  all.  Some  gen- 
tlemen, 1  ftnd.  still  fuioUytiJsctir  ViEit3lr)g«@te  pre- 
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■cript'mn  of  n  ntMonal  hink,  as  (he  pin»c«  f<ir  all  our  ilia. 
In  my  humble  jtidgmenl,  •ir,  the  rein«dy  ii  f»r  worse 
than  the  dlseur.  The  protection  nf  a  national  bank 
would  be  **iiieh  prolectinn  »  viiUurvs  )pve  to  Umbs." 
No,  sir)  let  IIS  rather  Invoke  the  proleetion  of  our  gyW' 
dian  an*!  viciorinus  b'rd,  ihe  Antfriean  etRle,  (he  em. 
blem  of  oiir  freedom  and  atrenKth.  An  able  and  fxpe- 
rienced  memSpr  of  tlie  Huiiae  of  Commons,  Hpeiktng  of 
the  inherent  tcnd^nc'-rs  nf  the  i>ank'in^  syslemf  taid: 
"There  ia  in  it  an  inevitable  tendency  to  over-istuea  of 
paper,  without  a  constant  arnt'mel  keepinff  waleh  upon 
it;  and  that  sentinel  [for  them]  was  the  metallic  aove' 
reif;n  in  constant  cirenlation."  The  American  metallic 
eng-le,  in  active  circulation,  will  perform  the  tame  tute- 
lary office  fnr  u't  and,  wi'.h  iucb  other  proviainna  as  Ihe 
practice)  and  aqfracioua  sptrit  of  American  legislation 
rhill  device,  witl  finally,  f  firmly  believe,  place  our  cnr- 
rency  on  a  foottnft  which,  for  convenience  and  aecurily 
united,  will  rival  any  other  under  the  aun. 

Mt  the  S'ate  Lepinlalurla  proceed  flrmly  and  TiKor- 
oiisly  in  the  aiippression  of  the  amall  notes.  I  believe 
they  will.  They  have  the  hlghesi  motives  which  can  td- 
dreaa  themaelvea  to  humin  action  to  accomplish  this 
Ifreat  reform.  I,?t  Ihem  subject  all  bank%  bmh  old  and 
new,  to  efficient  repilation]  let  them  regsrJ  with  jeal- 
ouiy  every  proposition  for  an  increase  of  bank",  and 
yield  to  none  which  ia  not  founded  on  broad  considera- 
tions of  public  utilityt  let  Ihem  impose  strict,  practical 
limitationa^  both  upon  (heir  issues  and  their  diMountsi 
let  them  provide  for  frequent  periodical  scrutinies  into 
their  condition;  and,  above  all,  let  them  retain  In  their 
own  hands  a  constant  power  of  correctinff  abii'ea,  and  of 
protecting,  in  every  emergency,  ihe  interests  of  the 
cemmuni(y . 

It  b  this  principle  oflegislative  regutalinn  and  control 
over  bankins*  inati(ution8  which  constitutes  ihe  distinct- 
ive feature  or  American  policy.  It  is  the  result  of  the 
practical  character  of  the  American  mind;  and  I  am 
happy  to  perceive  that -the  people  of  older  countries — 
of  England,  especially — are  turning  to  us  for  lessons  and 
examples  in  ib'-a  branch  of  the  public  economy.  In  that 
country,  beyond  Ihe  aixty-five  miles  from  London,  which 
define  the  limits  of  the  Bank  of  England  monopoly,  nu- 
meroua  brcods  of  joint  stock  companies  and  private 
bankers  have  sprung  up,  without  regulation  by  law, 
without  limitation  of  number,  without  restriction  as  to 
thair  iasues  or  diacounis,  aud  without  respnnaibility  to 
the  public  authority.  The  consequence  has  been,  that 
thi*  branch  of  their  system  has  run  into  wili)  disorder  and 
confusion.  They  now  see  that  the  privilege  of  issuing 
money,  of  whatever  kind,  is  an  essential  branch  of  the 
public  sovereignly,  and,  like  every  other  delegated  pow- 
er of  that  aorl,  it  must  he  subjected  to  regulation,  to  in- 
apection,  to  reaponaibtlily.  I'his  is  a  leason  they  have 
learned  from  iiS{  and  it  is  gratifying  in  nee  that,  on  anoth- 
er fundamental  point,  ihe  must  enlightened  minds  in 
that  country  are  coming  (o  the  same  conchisinn  that  we 
have  attained.  They  begin  to  see  that  the  monopoly  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  aa  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  here,  is  a  dangerous  monopoly  t  that  the  dominion 
of  such  an  inalittiiton  over  the  circulation  is  a  power 
more  of  evil  than  good;  and  that  it  must  be  brought 
down  to  the  level  of  competition  with  other  solid  inslit<i> 
tions.  The  opininna  of  (he  two  couniriea,  on  this  grent 
concern  of  the  currency,  are  miUually  approximating, 
and  settling  down  upon  a  common  system  1  hey  are 
learning  from  us  the  necessary  cliecks  And  controls  of  a 
paper  currency;  we  from  ihem,  I  trust,  lite  value  ami 
importance  «f  an  enlarged  metallic  circulation.  I  re- 
pent, then,  there  is  notliihg  in  our  present  situatinn  to 
exeiie  alarm  or  despondency,  whatever  occasion  there 
may  he  fnr  vigilance  and  caution.  Let  us  look  our  dan. 
gers  steaHity  in  the  face,  but  let  its  not  be  dismayed  by 


them.  Let  ua  grapple  with  the  difficulties  which  tan 
oppose  ut,  in  n  qiirit  of  strenuoiia  and  detemrined  piw 
oliam,  and  we  shall  triumph  over  and  subdue  them.  Iii 
conclusion,  let  me  say  to  the  political  friends  with  vhoni 
I  have  liad  the  honor  to  act  in  trying  timeis  that,  ifleii 
having  sncceairully  diiaipated  so  many  panica  raised bw 
der  olher  auai>lce%  we  shall  not,  I  (rust,  at  ladbrcoa^ 
the  victims  of  a  pitnic  of  our  own  creation. 

When  Mr.  Sivxa  had  taken  Ms  ■»!,  | 
Hr.  CLAY  rose  and  said  that  he  desired  tn  auboiil  1^ 
ibe  Senate  a  few  considerations  on  the  subject  uodoi 
debatet  but,  at  the  hour  waa  somewhat  Ute,  ihe  SnuU 
might  prefer  that  he  deferred  what  he  had  (onyiiUlo| 
morrow,  and  proceed  for  the  reniMnder  of  todijld 
some  other  business;  whereupon. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN,  the  Senate  adjooracd.  ^ 

WtDRSBDlT,  JaKCABT  11. 

Hr.  KENT  preaenled  the  credentials  of  Joai  H. 
SrucE,  elected  by  Ihe  Legislature  of  Marylands  S«Ml<if 
fmiD  that  State,  to  fill  the  place  vacated  by  the  doth  ij 
Hon.  R.  H.  GotDSBOKoosB,  till  the  4(h  of  MsTehiKiiJ 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  WALKER  submitted  the  following  reioluttcB, 
which  lies  iin  tlie  table  one  day,  for  consideraiidn; 

lieiolved.  That  (lie  Stale  of  Texas  having  cstabH»b(d 
and  mainlained  an  independent  Government,  (apsble-ol 
performing  those  duiies,  foreign  and  domestic,  whict 
appertain  to  independent  Governments,  and  it  ippoHiif 
tliat  there  is  no  longer  any  reasonable  prospect  of  tlu 
successful  prosecution  of  the  war  by  Mexico  againit  ni 
State,  it  is  expedient  and  proper,  and  in  perfect  et* 
formity  with  the  laws  of  nations,  and  ihe  practice  of  ih^ 
Government  in  like  ca»es,  (hat  the  independent  poUM 
existence  of  aaid  Slate  be  acknowledged  by  the  Gwtn- 
meiit  of  the  United  States.  : 
Hr.  WALKER  said  It  was  not  bis  intention  lo  al  i 
departure  from  the  rules  of  ihe  Senate,  in  order  to  tm 
upon  the  consideration  of  this  resolution  at  (hii  p*riM. 
The  resolution,  (Mr.  W.  sUled,)  he  would  onlynj." 
this  period,  was  in  exact  concurrence  with  the  views" 
pressed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  ha  lu! 
messaRe  on  this  Mibjcot.  In  that  message,  the  Pr«j 
dent  declartd  it  as  his  opinion,  thai  (he  '"^^P'^v'^J^ 
Texas  might  be  considered  as  fiU)>pended  upon  (beB>H 
nf  the  threatened  invaMon  by  the  army  under  the  coio 
mand  of  Geneinl  Bravo.  Hr.  W.said  he  hsd(bit  moii^ 
ing  received  informati,on  direct  from  Vera  Cru*."'*; 
as  the  first  of  December  last,  (hat  this  invswon  hidp* 
ved  entirely  abortive;  thai  the  army  of  Bravo  had  b«nt*j 
duced,  by  deaertion  and  other  cauaci,  to  s  "'y'^ 
number;  tlial  this  miserable  remnant  was  unwpp"" 
with  provlsionaisnd  thht,  in  consequenceofthfW'""' 
General  Bravo  had  resigned  the  command  of  t'jf"?^ 
and  that  the  inva*ion,  in  all  probability,  would  be  im"; 
doned.  Mr.  W.  said  he  waa  satiafied  that  full  rei^p" 
might  be  placed  on  the  correctness  of  this  '"'"'""fj 
and  ilut  lie  was  fully  convinced  (hat,  wi(h  theknoa''*  .^ 
of  these  facts,  the  President  wouldcIieerfuHy  unite  a""' 
Congress  in  recogniaing  (he  independence  of  "««■ 

TKEASURY  CIRCULAR.  , 
The  Senate  having  again  proceeded  (o  **** 
the  day,  w  liich  was  (be  consideration  of  the  f**^. 
heretofore  moved  by  Mr.  Ewiko,  of  Ohio,  WM<^ 
the  Treasu-y  c'rculiir,  with  the  substitute  iherewr  p 
pfwedby  Mr.  RiT"-   .^,^^,f. 


Mr.  CLAY  said  lhal  he  took  great  pleasure  in 'fj™ 
ing  to  the  Senate  his  reapcctful  thanks  for "wu*^^ 
which  had  yesterday  been  accorded  him,  ». 


of  the  Senator  from' North  CMwlins.  A 
tiem  himself  nH»()i|tgpar^f 
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rfioukl  be  to  saoeeMAil  m  to  My  what  should  occftsion  no 
rcffrct  to  aaj  for  btring  conferred  npon  him  tlwt  indul- 
gence. 

In  the  State  («ld  Mr.  C.)  of  which  I  am  a  ciiixen,  1 
bad  kteljr  oecawon  to  express  my  opinion  in  rextrd  to 
that  Treasury  order  wbii;b  it  ti  proposed  intbe  resoluiion 
ofTered  by  my  friend  from  Onio  [Mr.  Einse]  to  rescind. 
What  1  said  on  that  occasion  appeared  in  the  prints  of 
the  (layj  and  a  dcf^ree  of  unexpected  notoriety  has  since 
been  given  to  it  during  the  present  session.    What  I  ut. 
icred  I  naeerely  beliered.    I  believed  it  then,  I  believe 
it  imwi  and  I  reaffirm  it  with  all  sincerity  here  in ,  my 
place,  as  my  settled  opinion.    Bef<«e,  however*  I  pro- 
ceed to  state  the  grounds  on  which  it  resl^  I  shall  take 
come  notice  of  the  able  speech  wiih  which  we  were  yes- 
terday favored  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Rites.]   Thoiigh  that  speech  was  any  thing  but  a 
)Uftification  of  the  leguliiy  of  the  Treasury  order,  it  was 
ingenious,   plausible,  often  eloquent.     The  speech 
Itargugbout  its  whole  tenor  was  indeed  directly  adverse 
to  the  order.     The  Treasury  order  proceeds  on  the 
priaciple  of  requiring  specie  only  in  payment  fur  one  of 
the  most  important  branches  of  the  public  revenuei  but 
the  Senator  from  Virjtinia  is  in  fuvor  of  receiving  in  pay- 
ment m  mixed  currency.    The  order  proceeds  on  the 
prinapAe  of  exhibiting  partiality  toward  crrtain  psrticu- 
lar  claaaca,  in  their  p<iyment  of  the  public  dues(  the  Sen- 
ator fmm  Virginia  is  for  a  rule  which  shall  operate  alike 
•od  equally  on  all,  and  shall  extend  to  t^very  branch  of 
fbe  publkt  rerenue.    In  a  great  deal,  indeeti,  in  most  of 
'what  WM  so.  well  said  by  that  Senator,  I  entirely  concur. 
Tbwe  are,  however,  some  points  of  difference,  which  f 
shall  presently  notice.    I  regret,  that  while  the  country 
generally,  while  the  Senator  himself,  and  while  we  all, 
are  so  deeply  interested  in  knowing  what  is  to  be  the 
real  policy  of  the  adminiatraliun  on  the  question  of  ihe 
currency,  we  are  left  as  much  in  tlie  dark  as  ever.  On 
me  side  of  the  Senate,  by  one  friend  of  the  adminiitra> 
tion,  H  ia  said  that  the  pre<»ous  metals  alone  are  to  form 
the  currency,  and  that  all  paper  is  to  be  driven  out  of 
■sei  gradually,  indeed,  but  surely.    The  Senator  from 
Vs^inia,  on  this  side,  says  that  the  policy  about  to  prevail 
aeeks  to  esubliah  a  mixed  currency,  consisting  in  pjrt 
of  specie,  and  in  part  of  the  notes  of  ipecie-paying  banks. 
Which  of  these  friends  of  the  administration  are  we  to 
Credit?    I  must  confes*,  that  so  far  as  past  experience  is 
to  be  looked  to  on  such  a  subject,  it  seems  to  favor  a 
metallic  system  more  than  a  mixed  currency.  - 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  proposition  was  in- 
trotlaced  into  the  Senate,  requiring  the  payment  of  spe- 
cie to  all  cases  by  the  purchasers  of  our  public  lands. 
That  proposition  was,  however,  put  down  by  an  almost 
ttoaoimous  vote.  For,  although  no  call  was  made  fur  the 
yean  and  nays,  1  think  I  am  fully  authorized  in  saying  tha', 
tudaaebacalt  been  made,  there  would  not  have  been  more 
than  one  or  two  votn  in  favor  of  Ihe  measure.   Tet  on 
the  1  Itb  of  July,  almost  immediately  on  the  rinng  of  Con- 
greaa,  we  find  this  very  proposition  imbodied  in  a  Treas^ 
ury  <Ktler,  which  requires  the  payment  of  specie  in  re- 
gard to  uur  most  important  branch  of  the  public  revenue. 
Thi*  fact  would  seem  to  indicate  (hat  the  policy  of  a 
mixed  currency,  for  which  the  Senator  from  Viiginla 
baa  contended,  was  not  then  the  policy  of  the  adminis- 
timtion,  and  that  not  his  but  another's  influence  was  pre- 
dooaiaMit  in  the  cabinet.    In  the  preamble  to  this  order, 
in  «hi^  the  reasons  for  it  are  set  forth,  we  Knd  not  only 
tbat  apeeie  ia  required  frum  all  purchasers  of  the  public 
bod,  but  that  that  other  element  uf  the  currency  which 
the  Senator  would  retain  is  denounced  as  "  paper  mo- 
ney."   And  even  in  regard  to  the  messages  of  the  Pres- 
ident himself,  did  time  permit,  and  were  it  necessary  to 
do  so,  it  would  be  easy  to  show  from  all  of  them,  so  far 
as  they  rehte  to  this  subject  of  currency,  that  although 


President  Jackson  commenced  his  administration  by  rec- 
ommending a  mixed  currency,  yet  that  he  gradually  de- 
parted more  and  more  from  that  ground,  until,  in  the 
message  of  1835,  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, he  spiraks  of  getting  back  to  the  ''constitutional 
medium,"  evidently  alluding  to  an  exclusive  specie  cir* 
culation.  You  will  therefore  sgree  that  the  uncertainty 
of  which  I  have  spoken  Is  not  feigned,  but  real)  and  I  en- 
treat the  two  divisions  of  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion speedily  to  settle  between  themselves  the  contro- 
verted question,  what  the  policy  to  be  pursued  aotually 
\*t  and  forthwith  to  state  it  to  the  country,  so  that  all  our 
business  men  may  have  an  eye  to  it,  and  regulate  them- 
selves accordingly,  in  their  moneyed  transactions. 

The  Senfctor  from  Virginia  telU  us  Ihit  he  is  in  favor, 
of  an  enlargement  of  the  metallic  foundatiun  of  the  cur- 
rency. And  who  is  not?  Is  Ihe  idea  a  hew  one  with 
the  Senator  from  Virginia?  Did  it  not  originate,  or  was 
it  not  at  least  first  pressed  by  my  friends  who  were  en- 
denvoring  to  guard  the  currency  of  the  country  from  the 
dangers  which  beset  it?  Wss  not  the  principle  of  re- 
stricting issues  of  bank  notes  below  prescribed  denomn 
nations  first  introduced  by  the  Senatur  from  Massachu- 
setts who  sits  near  me,  [Mr.  Wibstbs,]  as  one  provision 
in  the  renewed  charter  of  Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  States 
in  1832'  And  while  1  am  very  sure  that  the  Senatur  from 
Virginia  did  not  lake  from  the  speech  of  my  friend  on 
that  occasion  the  anecdote  which  he  introduced  into  his 
own  of  the  message  aent  by  Hr.  Burke  to  Ur.  Pitt, 
warning  him  that  if  be  peraiitted  the  issue  of  one-pouod 
notes  he  would  never  agwn  see  a  guinea  in  England,  yet 
it  does  so  happen  that  that  very  anecdote  was  related 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  in  liis  speech  before 
the  Senate  in  1S33,  and  was  used  by  him  expressly  In 
support  of  the  idea  of  increasing  and  strengthening  the 
metallic  basis  of  our  paper  currency. 

But  whilst  both  gentlemen  concur  in  the  propriety  of 
imporfng  some  limitation  on  our  paper  rarculatioo,  yet 
there  is  a  wide  diflference  between  them  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  that  desirable  object  is  to  be  effected.  The 
Senatur  from  Virginia  would  rely  on  the  voluntary  action 
of  a  lliousand  banks,  and  of  twenty-six  Slate  sovereign- 
ties operating  on  those  banks.  We  of  the  opposition, 
nn  the  contrary,  thought  it  wisest  to  rely  on  a  remedy 
within  our  own  power,  to  trust  to  our  own  laws,  snd  to 
look  to  that  which  we  could  effect  by  our  own  energies 
and  the  exertion  of  our  own  constitutional  authoHly. 
We  considered  this  a  practieal  and  efficacious  means. 
The  Senator  from  Virginia  relies  on  what  .1  consider 
wholly  inefficient.  His  reliance,  it  seems,  is  on  the  en- 
lightened patriotism  of  the  States  and  of  the  banksi  the 
enlightened  patriotism  of  nine  hundred  or  a  thousand 
banks,  created  for  the  sole  purpose  of  making  m'>ney! 
But,  sir,  have  we  no  lessons  from  experience  in  our  own 
past  history,  as  to  the  degree  of  reliance  which  may  safi:- 
ly  be  placed  on  the  mere  voluntary  action  of  any  com- 
munity, however  enli^tened  and  patriotic  it  miiy  be' 
What  was  ilie  state  of  things  during  our  own  Revolution, 
when  we  were  contendit)g  in  the  most  glorious  csute 
tliat  ever  animated  the  hearts  or  nerved  the  arms  of  men? 
The  reliance  was  then  on  Ihe  voluntary  payment  uf  the 
quotas,  not  uf  twenty-six,  but  of  thirteen  Slates,  indis- 
pensable to  the  success  of  that  cause  and  to  our  sol- 
diers, who,  unfed  and  unclad,  were  enduring  every  suf- 
fering to  which  humanity  can  be  possibly  exposed.  Let 
mesbk  the  honorable  Senator,  in  view  of  what  iben  took 
place,  whether  reliance  on  the  patriotism  even  of  en- 
lightened States,  much  lets  tlial  of  banking  corporations, 
is  safe  arid  secure. 

It  is  now  four  or  five  years  since  the  policy  was  first  an- 
nounced on  our  aide,  and  was  sflerwards  taken  up  by  a 
portion  of  the  friends  of  llie  administration,  tplwden  the 
metallic  fourdation  oft^i^e^^ncy  by  a  puHAbilion  of 
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Bimll  bank  notcti  Knd  whftt  bka  been  (he  result?  How 
mkiiy  Slatei  baa  ealigbtenetl  pAlriaUfm  induced  to  adopt 
the  policy'  The  Senator  from  Vrrginia  mentioned  Vir- 
ginia, Pennsylvania,  an.l  Maryland,  to  winch  he  might 
have  aHded  Kentucky,  and  possibly  one  or  two  othersi 
M  having^  imposed  the  deair«d  restrtctionj  but  (hey  did 
it  either  prior  In,  or  without  any  sort  nr  reference  to  the 
annunciation  of  the  policy  from  Wsshinf^on.  Of  all  the 
Iwenty-aix  Spates,  he  believed  New  York  and  Maine  only 
bad  conformed  their  le^slation  to  the  recommendation 
aent  forth  from  thia  city.  And  it  ia  remarkable,  with  re- 
spect to  HMne,  as  he  had  iinderstooil,  that,  after  the  re- 
striction was  imposed,  a  supply  of  the  pnihibited  notes 
below  five  dollars  was  sent  for  to  Haaw^usetts,  fur 
.small  change  in  the  transaction  uf  bus'nes*. 

No,  sir;  no  man  has  a  higher  opinion  of  the  patriotism 
of  the  country  than  I  have.  There  is  no  one  who  enter- 
tains a  liiglier  opinion  of  the  patriotism  uf  the  States,  or 
ia  more  disposed  to  place  a  due  and  proper  degree  of 
reliance  upon  itj  but  1  consider  it  sound  policy  not  ex 
cKisively  to  depend  upon  it,  but  to  add  to  that  security 
the  salutary  vigor  of  the  law.  Hence  we  supposed  tliat 
it  had  been  demonstrated  by  all  experience  in  lliis  coun- 
try that  a  national  bank,  created  by,  and  under  the  prop- 
er control  of,  thia  Government,  was  a  fit  and  necessary 
instrument  to  gtiard  the  psper  system  of  the  country 
against  its  tendency  to  run  into  excessive  issues,  and  ulti- 
mttety  into  utter  disurOert  that  such  a  bank  would  at 
least  retard  that  deplorable  state  of  thinga;  and  that,  if  it 
'  eould  not  Anally  prevent  it,  when  the  notea  of  the  local 
banka  had  lost  alt  confidence,  and  ceased  to  be  a  secure 
circuliition,  the  notes  of  the  national  bank  would  remain 
a  safe  medium,  in  which  the  revenue  of  the  country  could 
be  collected  and  disbursed- 

From  the  moment  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales 
ceased  to  exiiit,  you  gave  up  the  rudder  of  the  national 
currency,  and  1  greatly  fear  (hat  it  will  gt-t  into  auch  a 
Btste  of  confusion  that  we  ahall  see  it  go  on,  fronf  worse 
to  worse,  until  all  ihall  unite  in  totally  withdrawing  from 
it  the  public  confidence. 

flut  if  it  were  even  possible  that  you  could  succeed,  by 
appeals  to  the  States  and  to  the  bankx,  in  bringing  about 
the  restoration  of  a  sound  currency,  how  long  would  it 
last?  Supposing  a  general  pressure  lo  be  produced  by 
the  withdrawal  of  specie  fiom  (he  coantry,  would  not 
the  banks  instantly  be  prompted  by  the  States  themselves 
lo  supply  the  wants  of  the  community  by  furnishing  the 
desired  medium'  Trace  back  your  own  hialoryt  look 
tu  that  period  which  preceded  the  Revolution,  when  the 
colonies  were  compelled  to  resort  to  bills  of  credit,  and 
even  to  tobacco,  as  a  circulating  medium.  1  believe  that 
in  Virt;inra,  the  law  tu  that  effect  remains  still  on  (he 
statute  book,  and  that  fee  bills  of  some  public  officera 
are  yet  made  out  at  the  rate  of  ao  many  pounds  of  to- 
bacco for  each  item.  If  altered,  the  law  has  not  been 
very  long  changed.  1'he  necessity  of  a  circulating  me- 
dium of  some  kind  is  indispensable.  Society  cannot  ex- 
ist without  it.  It  cannot  revert  to  the  primitive  stste  of 
barter.  The  repress ntotive  uf  properly  must  be  had, 
even  if  it  be  iw  the  form  of  peltries,  tubacc",  uneoimd 
b»rs,  pdper  money,  nr  small  bank  notes.  And  this  great 
social  want  is  paramount  to  all  law. 

But  the  plan  of  the  honorable  Senator,  to  effect  a  re- 
striction on  bank  ia<ue«,  does  not  consist  exclusively  in  a 
reliance  on  the  pntriot'sm  of  the  banks  or  the  Sfates. 
lie  would  appeal  to  the  interest  of  the  banks  and  would 
hold  over  them  the  threat  that,  unless  they  cease  the  is- 
sue of  small  notes,  the  public  depoiiles  shall  be  with- 
drawn from  their  custody  t  in  other  words,  it  is  by  employ- 
ing the  revenue  of  the  United  States  that  he  would  ef- 
fect the  restriction  he  seeks.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the 
B-nount  of  this  revenue'  Twenty-five  or  thirty  millions 
per  aonum*   And  what  did  he  tell  ui  from  very  bigli  m- 


thority?  He  told  us  that  the  money  trtMBdioRiia  m 
single  city,  the  city  of  New  Torb,  were  etf  iiiattd  nrhI 
years  ago,  and  that  by  a  man  than  whom  none  iikRai 
acquainted  with  all  luch  matlera,  tt  1.500  nilltOiing|> 
uallyi  and  at  this  day  the  amount  ia  probably  double  Ait 
Now.ift  in  one  single  city,  the  course  ofbunneisreqnm 
the  employment  of  1,500  millions  of  dolbrs  tmudl^ 
what  nfust  be  (be  apgregste  amount  of  the  trtaiKii(« 
in  all  the  other  cities  and  parts  of  the  Unioa^  1)1 
amcMint  bafBea  all  human  calculation!  and  do  fos  Hp 
pose  that,  by  wielding  a  revenoe  of  only  thirty  aUm, 
you  can  overawe,  coerce,  and  control  bsnks  wboie  b» 
■inesB  nmounts,  perhaps,  to  a  thousand  times  ss  unM 
What  proportion  does  the  number  of  your  depwti 
banks  bear  to  that  of  the  whole  of  the  banks  of  the  Ut- 
ion^  Before  the  paasige  of  the  deposite  act  tk; 
amounted,  if  I  remember,  to  less  than  fortyitbeyn 
now,  perhaps  eighty  t  and  we  are  to!d  by  a  aecrrtifr 
thority,  which  see  mi  to  be  high  and  eontnJIifqf,  (M 
their  number,  when  the  deporite  act  is  eieoitsfl,  * 
again  to  be  reduced  down  to  forty;  but  say  it  ii 
and  ihenbyywir  opermlion  on  these  eighty  tunb^ 
are  (o  bring  about  an  effect  so  important  as  to  Atfrm 
the  remainmg  nine  hundred  and  twenty  bsnlti  cflW 
which,  in  miny  instances  constitutes  the  moit  impoitiiit 
part  of  their  circulation.  Can  we  not  see  that  the  th'rff 
it  perfectly  chimerical? 

Suppose  you  prevail  with  one  bank  lo  give  upltiea- 
me  of  its  small  notes.  What  ia  the  immediate  rffrtW 
The  vacuum  produced  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  mti 
notes  of  that  bank  is  instantly  filled  by  the  smill  Mlorf 
other  banks;  and  even  if  you  could  go  s  itrp  fiirlwii 
and  prohibit  your  deposite  banks  from  re«i»in|f  in  » 
pnHite  the  notes  of  any  bank  which  inues  bilb  below 
dolUra,  what  would  be  the  further  t  ffecO  TherewnM 
be  an  inatant  colltsion  between  (he  deposite  1>»»^*J' 
(he  other  banka  of  the  countryi  and,  as  the  other  bun 
are  so  much  more  numeroua,  the  neceiaary  result  •«» 
be,  the  utter  destruction  of  the  deposite  banks  ibe* 
selves.  We  have  already  seen  aume  of  ihc  (fTecli  re- 
sulting from  these  requirements.  We  passed  " 
the  Isht  session  prohibiting  the  use  uf  notes  bclo»  |I0  ■ 
the  disbursements  of  the  United  Ststes.  Well,i»i"« 
luve  a  disbursing  bank  in  thia  city;  and  bow  was  1M 
rule  observed*  All  the  Senators  who  bear  ate  are  pc^ 
sonal  witneaiea  to  its  violation  in  payment  to  tt.eswW 
of  their  daily  allowance.  I  do  not  mention  this  1" 
pUin  of  it.  It  is  possible,  ifyou  had  ordered  ""eo^" 
of  the  Senate  to  receive  either  specie  or  notes  owr>'J 
it  would  have  been  complied  with.  But  the  bsnkji" 
goes  on,  and  it  would  still  continue  its  course,"*'""*' 
standiog  any  rolutitary  restriction  which  yourwisdcw  IMJ 
suggest.  Is  it  not  too  much  to  expect  that,  •l*"?"'^ 
lo  whom  the  task  belongs,  have  abandoned  (he  cut  u 
the  cuireney  of  the  emmtry,  the  States  or  the  tan" 
sitall  take  upon  themselvea  the  duty  of  remrdyins  « 
deft-cta  or  the  neglect  of  your  Irgislaiionf 
will  ttike  care  of  themselves,  and  will  look  f^o  ivnv^ 
They  will  leave  to  the  whole  to  provide  fw  the 
of  the  whole.  What  interest  have  the  banks  in  M»'JJ 
for  examjile,  so  to  tbape  their  course  as  (o  ""it 
exigencies  of  the  communitv  in  Louisiana.'  We,  (|t| 
contrary,  contended 


exigencies  of  the  community  in  Louisiana.'  ^ifl^  be 
*d  for  one  eonen^,  which 

 ^.uK•»'Dt  the  Union,  eonalBting  of  the  n«« 

the  bank  of  the  General  Gnvemment,  and  for  a  enr 
rency,  consisting  of  the  bills  of  locsl  institutHiMj "  '"J^ 
there  might  be  a  general  currency,  to  be  employed  h>P' 
poses  of  a  general  nature,  while  the  local  currency 
subserve  all  local  ptirposea.    Our  wish  was  to  «*^"^f 
general  currency  every  where  receivable  in  Pfy"* 
the  public  dues,  while  we  relied  on  the  loeal  l>^"! 
the  medium  of  local  cireulatiom*  But  yotkhaTc 
.  bank  whose  er«ditg«ucW(^)i<d^^>^^ 
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uai  vorid,  which  fupplied  a  currency  never  Burpassed, 
tnd  regulated  eieh'uget  with  in  economy  uneiimpled 
in  dua  or  ati^r  other  country.  And  do  you  expect  theie 
beal  intitatwH  cae  bean  adequate  aabatitutef  Doyoa 
Bhariib  the  vaia  expealatiaa  lhat  the  Statea  will  miae  to 
faar  rdiar,  and  reelify  your  incompeleiioyf  No,  sir* 
ao.  Bacfa  State  will  aay,  it  is  not  our  affiur  to  provide  a 
peAerml  currency  for  the  United  Statest  we  must  leave 
that  to  be  managed  by  the  General  Government.  And 
Joes  not  all  experience  detnonttrate  that,  while  local 
Govanuneota  conatilute  the  aafeat  depository  oF  local 
intercat*,  the  General  Govemiaent  alone  can  provide  for 
the  wcl&re  of  the  wbolef 

Whmt  ia  the  preaent  actual  condition  of  the  banking 
capital  of  the  country?    We  told  you  lhat  the  moment 
jroo  dealroyed  a  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  there  would 
immediately  spring  up  innumerable  local  banksi  (hat 
banking  capital  would  then  be  greatly  extended,  and  that 
the  change  might  lead  to  the  destruction  of  all  confidence  in 
tbe  circulating  paper  medium.    And  are  not  these  pre- 
ActiiNia  in  a  rapid  progress  of  fulfilmeotf   We  are  in- 
ferawd  bjr  the  Secretary  of  die  Treasury  that  the  amount 
of  ImiA  capital  has  Iftcreased,  since  the  veto  on  the  bank 
sbaifcT,  Iron  200  millions  to  300  millions— an  increase  of 
Uiy  pet  cent,  t  and  that  the  circuUtion  has  increased  in 
the  mmt  mSo,  viz :  from  80  millions  to  120  millions. 

I  concur  with  the  Seiwtor  from  Vii^iniainthe  position 
that  DO  stale  of  things  is  more  calamitooa  than  lhat  which 
aeeaapaaiet  a  decline  in  the  circulatinj;  medium  of  • 
mnCryi  and  the  degree  of  diatreaa  is  in  proportion  to  the 
■■pMily  of  Boch  deereaaei  while,  on  the  other  band,  the 
preipuily  of  a  country  ia  never  at  least  apparently 
jpmcr  than  while  the  amount  of  iti  current^  is  on  the 
mere  sat.    But  does  any  man  suppose  that  this  can  con- 
tjaoef   Can  any  reflecting  man  persuade  himself  ihal 
twenty-six  distinct  and  independent  Slates,  looking  each 
one  to  iu  own  separate  interest,  will  exercise  such  for- 
bearance aa  not  to  add  bank  to  bank,  and  increase  the 
paper  eircalation  within  ita  limits,  till  the  country  will 
be  involved  in  the  danger  of  some  great  calamity  f  I 
greatly  firar  it.    When  or  how  it  ahalleome,  no  one  can 
<  ezad^  foreseei  but  we  can  all  imagine  lhat,  if  there 
■boaU  occur  a  great  failure,  or  a  Krrat  reduction  in  the 
price  of  the  Southern  staple,  or  (what  *is  now  actually 
Ihrtateoed)  a  general  return  of  American  stocks  which 
have  been  sent  to  Europe  on  foreign  demand,  from  any 
caaae,  of  a  large  amount  of  the  specie  in  the  United 
BMea,  the  neceaary  consequence  would  be  such  a  run 
tHMNi  the  hanks  aa  m^  cause  a  general  suspenwon  of 
■peese  payments^  if  not  the  bankruptcy  of  many  of  the 
bnfca.    What  is  their  preaent  condition^   They  are 
without  concert,  co-operation,  or  mutual  confidence. 
The  moment  there  is  a  great  and  sudden  demand,  to 
Meet  a  corresponding  demand  abroad,  there  must  ensue 
■gesseral  panic  throughout  the  country.  Each  bank,  being 
aecenaarily  enable  to  measure  the  exact  exlentof  ihe  de- 
Mndy  win,  ofcourae,  call  on  ils  own  debtors  and  the 
•aoae  thing,  for  a  similar  reason,  taking  place  in  all  the 
other  banb,  there  will  probably  be  a  general  atoppage 
of  psymenta  and  universal  bankruptcy.    Was  nut  all 
this  fiireseen^    Waa  it  not  foretold^   Were  gentlemen 
Dut  warned,  again  and  again,  not  to  destroy  the  only 
neaias  on  which  we  could  with  safety  rely? 

Between  the  system  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
ukI  Um  hard^noney  syilem,  1  am  hr  from  being  sure 
that  the  latter  is  not  a  more  efficacioua  remedy  than  any 
wahmtary  actkm  of  the  States  and  of  the  banks.  The 
bard-money  system  proposes  that,  in  all  eullections  and 
diaburaementsof  the  revenues  of  the  Government,  specie 
alone  ahallibe  received,  and  all  piper,  of  every  descrip- 
tion, entirely  excluded.  The  object  of  both  systems  ia 
to  rctva  a  certain  amount  of  specie  within  the  nation, 
hf  the  creatioB  of  a  necami^  fur  tit  uk,  and  thus  to  pre- 


vent its  exportation;  fur  if  the  Government  ahall  decide 
to  receive  nothing  but  specie  in  payment  of  its  dues,  the 
consequence  would  be  Ibe  necessity  of  retaining  a  suf- 
ficient amount  of  the  hard  metala  for  the  collection  and 
disbursement  of  the  revenue.  It  might  not,  indeed,  be 
necessary  to  retain  the  whole  amount  of  30  millions,  aa- 
suming  lhat  to  be  the  annual  revenue,  aince  one  dollar 
in  specie  might  be  made  to  pay  two  dollars  in  revenue. 
But  a  certain  amount,  bearing  a  considerable  proportion  to 
the  revenue,  would  be  retained  in  the  country.  The  pro- 
cess of  getting  at  such  a  result  is  of  necessity  extremely 
difRcult,  and  would  create  much  practical  inconvenience. 

If  ipede  riiouM  become  very  scarce,  the  collectors  of 
the  Government  might,  from  recessity,  be  forced  to  re- 
ceive a  portion  of  the  revenue  in  notes  of  good  banks{ 
but  if  you  received  this  revenue  in  specie  only,  you  im- 
mediately and  unavoidably  elevate  the  relative  value  of 
specie  above  other  parts  of  the  currency,  because,  while 
hard  money  would  perform  all  the  offices  of  other  medra 
of  circulation,  it  would  then  dischatge  one  other  office, 
which  tbey  couU  not.  The  result  must  be  to  create  a 
demand  for  specie,  and  Uiereby  to  render  it  a  markeUble 
commodity.  A  man  would  not  then,  as  now,  be  aa 
ready  to  receive  a  debt  in  good  notea  as  in  specie.  He 
will  always  want  the  specie,  becsuse  it  wuuld  command 
a  premium.  Does  not  the  Senator  perceive  that  gold 
and  silver  must  then  cense  to  be  a  circulating  medium, 
and  be  converted  into  merchandise^  It  would  be  sold 
at  an  advance,  and  would  be  hoarded  for  lhat  end.  Yd 
I  am  far  from  being  certain,  if  the  object  in  view  be  to 
retMU  a  certain  amount  uf  bard  money  •in  the  country, 
tluit  the  remedy  which  siiggesia  the  exclu^ve  use  of 
specie  has  not  a  certainty  of  succeas  which  cannot  be 
produced  by  relying  on  the  patriottam  or  the  voluntary 
action  of  a  tiiousuio  banks  and  twenly-aix  independent 
State  sovereignties.  Hy  word  for  It,  in  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  after  the  ayslem  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  shall 
have  gone  into  efTeet,  although  the  same  identical  banks 
may  not  continue  to  issue  notes  of  a  amsll  denomination, 
yet  the  aggregate  amount  of  such  notea  in  actual  eircu> 
lation  will  not  Be  less  than  it  was  at  the  eommencemeut 
of  the  experiment. 

But  we  were  told  by  the  honorable  Senator  that 
Great  Britain  and  several  other  countries  of  Europe, 
having  become  enlightened  by  the  example  of  America, 
are  disposed  to  imitate  it.  He  told  us,  further,  that  the 
people  of  Great  Britian  are  becoming  leniible  uf  the  im- 
policy of  monopuliea,  and  opposed  to  Ihe  continuance  of 
the  Bank  uf  England,  and  that  the  preaent  policy  of  that 
Government  aims  at  the  eatablibliment  of  joint  slock  com- 
panies, in  addition  to  the  Urge  number  uf  private  bankers, 
and  by  this  means  ullimalely  to  get  rid  of  the  Bank  uf 
England  altogether.  On  that  subject  all  I  can  say  is,  lhat 
such  it  nut  the  state  of  my  infurmalion.  I  know,  indeed, 
that  they  luve  lately  passed  a  law  for  the  creation,  under 
certain  restrictions,  of  joint  stock  companiet{  but  what 
is  the  state  of  public  opinion  in  regard  to  those  local 
banking  instituiiona,  which  so  cloaely,  as  the  Senator 
think*,  resemble  our  own?  It  ia  dialiuit,  uncertainly, 
and  fear.  We  are  all  aware  that  a  comro'tlee  of  ilic 
House  of  Commune,  at  ihe  head  of  which  is  the  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer,  was  required  to  examine  into  the 
cunditinn  of  these  local  banks.  1  have  bcfure  me  a  re- 
port of  lhat  ciimmittee,  tendered  as  late  as  August  last. 
The  joint  stuck  companies  in  thai  country  are  eatabliabed 
by  what  they  denominate  deeds  uf  settlement,  ahicli  spe- 
cify the  conditions  under  which  they  are  erecled.  Alter 
P'  esenting  an  analyaia  of  a  variety  of  these  deeds  uf  ael< 
tiement,  the  committee  enumerate  thirteen  different  de- 
fective proviatuns  in  the  la«8,  which  may  require  the  in- 
terposition of  Tarliament,  and  they  conclude  by  urging 
the  necessity  of  the  greatest  poss^^^^^M^^d  cau- 


livn  in  the  iMnagcment  uf  those 
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WM*  the  luiguage  of  the  report  ■bowa  rery  clearly 
tNt  tbm  'n  gmt  ■ppreheniioti  felt  u  lo  the  wfety  and 
■elidity  of  tbeae  imtitutioni,  yet  it  u  n  eomlnicted  «s 

Srudently  to  %nM  the  ezoitement  of  unneeeMiry  alarm, 
ut  luppDsing"  it  to  be  true  ibtt,  in  a  Govemment  coo- 
atituted  aa  \a  Great  Britain,  it  were  pombte  to  dhpeMC 
with  a  national  bank,  and  to  rely  on  local  joint  stock 
compantea. and  on  private  banks  let  me  ask  the  honora- 
ble Senator  if  the  condition  of  England  and  America  is 
not  totally  different?  Tnu  there  tee  a  power  atserled 
fbr  Parliament  to  lepilale  with  plenary  authwily,  both 
for  tbe  future  and  for  existing  institutions.  Have  we 
any  such  power?  Titetm  is  a  consolidated  GoTernmcnt; 
ours  is  a  conlederacy.  They  have  power  by  their  le^is' 
lation  to  guard  against  malepraclicea  in  all  the  banking 
institutions  in  the  kingdom.  But  here  there  ^s  no  such 
authority.  There,  there  is  not  an  inattlulion  which  does 
not  perpetually  act  under  the  control  of  a  general  law, 
extending  throughout  tbe  empire.  But  here  we  have 
one  thousand  banks,  acatlered  over  our  immense  terri> 
tory,  and  in  twenty-six  States,  on  which  the  General 
Qovernmrnt  can  exerctse  no  efTective  control  whatever. 
8o  that,  even  were  it  true  that  the  British  Government 
could  diaprniie  with  the  Bank  of  England,  it  would  be 
tke  from  proving  that  we  could  imitate  her,  when  we 
consider  that  tbe  local  banks  in  this  country  are  subject 
to  twenty-six  separate  and  independent  Ooremmenia, 
over  which  we  have  no  power  to  act. 

We  were  told,  and  the  county  was  promiied,  that  on 
the  destruction  of  the  Bank  of^  the  United  Slates  we 
should  be  furnrBhed  with  a  better  currency  than  we 
then  enjoyedf  a  currency  unrivalled  on  the  face  of  the 
globe,  wtiich  was  tinder  better  regulation,  and  by  which 
exchanges  were  effected  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  in  any 
part  o(  the  earth.  The  paper  of  that  bank  h^d  its  credit 
established  throughnut  the  world.  It  was  received  in 
Asia)  it  naa  received  all  over  Europe,  and  throughout 
this  entire  continent.  Our  exchanges  were  managed 
with  an  economy  which  we  muRt  alt  remeTnber  with  re- 
gret lit  the  change  which  has  since  tuken  plac';  for 
what  in  the  state  of  our  exchanges  now'  When  they 
tbke  place  between  di&tant  places  premium  at  the 
one  end  of  the  ccursc  ouf(ht  lo  be  met  by  (he  discount 
at  the  utTter  end.  But  is  that  so?  When  a  merchant  at 
NfcW  York  sells  a  hill  on  New  Orleans  at  a  disc-iont,  is 
that  discount  counterbalanced  by  the  premium  on  a 
S'milar  bill  at  New  Orleans?  No.  A  discount  is  clihrged 
at  both  ends  of  the  line.  And  it  often  happens  that  at 
neither  can  you  dixpOEe  of  your  bill  without  great  diffi- 
culty and  sacrifice. 

I  too,  sir,  am  avare  that  we  are  Eurroundrd  with 
difficulties.  In  that  1  concur  entirety  with  the  Senator 
from  Virginii;  but  my  friends  are  not  responsible  for 
this  state  uf  things.  You  all  know  the  reason  of  it.  You 
all  feel  it  every  d^y.  Yuu  know  that  we  arc  in  the 
midst  of  a  dark  anil  dense  wilderness.  Who  is  tu  be  the 
Hoses,  whether  Trum  thin  side  or  the  other  of  the  Sen. 
ate,  (lo.ikiiig  ut  the  positions  of  the  Senators  from  Vir. 
ginia  and  Missouri,)  ihat  »liall  lead  w  lo  the  promised 
land,  is  nmong  those  unknown  things  which  the  future 
alone  can  dticlose. 

And  now  1  turn  to  (he  q>ieations  really  before  tlie 
Senate.  I  beg  pardon  for  the  digression  into  which  I 
have  been  led  in  noticing  the  able  and  interesting  speech 
of  tbe  Senator  from  Virginia;  the  gratification  of  hearing 
which  I  shared  in  common  with  the  rest  uf  the  Senate. 
If,  in  noticing  the  few  points  with  respect  to  which  I 
difTer  from  that  lioimrable  Senator,  I  have  departed 
from  the  rigid  regularity  of  debate,  1  must  plead  liia  ex- 
ample as  my  apology.  What  are  thequeationa  which  we 
have  to  conskler'  In  1816,  the  coiKhtion  the  coantry 
in  regard  to  the  currency  was  this:  through'jut  all  the 
country  south  of  New  England  there  was  a  general  aus- 


pennon  of  specie  paymenta,  and  the  bank  noica  in 
lation  were  of  differcBl  degrees  of  value,  and,  nerertbe- 1 
less,  conaliloled  tbe  only  medhun  In  wbi^  tlie  pvbhc: 
duea  were  paid.  Tbe  conaequenee  was,  that,  mstead  of' 
taxes  bavtAg  tbe  unifofin  oharscter  requited  by  the  ooa. 
atitutioB,  diffierent  parts  of  the  couatry  and  dtfievent 
individuals  paid  the  same  lax  in  widely  varying'  ntns. 
This  waa  a  condition  which  tbe  country  eoald  not  loag , 
bear,  and  the  Government  would  have  been  wwatinc  *»i 
every  duty  it  owed  to  tbe  coamniDily,  bad  it  totralaii 
Mch  estate  of  things.  FOrererj  body  — stegwilati 
there  is  in  reality  no  diffierenee  betweesi  csacAigi 
different  ratss  of  duty  in  different  parts  of  thm  oaun-j 
try,  and  requiring  that  the  aaae  rales  riiaH  be  paid  is ' 
media  very  different  in  value.  Such  was  tbe  stale  ini 
which  Congress  found  the  country  at  the  memorable 
session  of  1816.  The  question  was,  what  should  be 
done?  That  voluntary  action  of  the  banks,  which  is  Ibe 
sole  reliance  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  had  been 
fiilly  tried,  and  found  wanting.  There  had  been  oowrca" 
tion  after  convention  of  the  banks,  to  try  if  they  coutd 
not  agree  voluntarily  to  resume  specie  payments,  but  it 
waa  lound  Impracticable  to  do  so.  Congress  fek  caHed 
upon  to  interpose,  and  two  great  and  leadir^  mraaarea 
wt-re  devistd,  as  presenting  the  only  prospect  of  remedy. 
One  was  proposed,  or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  wu 
espouserl,  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  opponlr. 
[Ur.  CaLHODir,]  (for  it  had  originally  been  si^geated  by 
a  late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.)  The  other  was 
brought  forward  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  WsB&TBR.]  One  of  these  measures  waa  the  crea- 
tion of  a  Bank  of  tbe  United  States.  As  there  existed 
no  paper  medium  of  circulation  on  which  the  country 
could  rely,  the  esiablishmenl  of  such  a  bank  was  sop- 
posed  to  be  the  only  alternative  left  to  the  Governmenl. 
It  met  with  strong  opposition,  but  was  carried jmeceas- 
fully  ibrougb.  It  was  apprehended,  however,  that  this 
measure  would  be  insufficient,  unless  it  should  be  aided 
by  another;  and  hence  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
M^ssachusett",  which  has  repeatedly  been  altodc-d  to  in 
this  debate,  was  introduced  with  a  deargii  of  stimulating 
the  restoration  of  specie  payments,  and  remedying  a 
state  of  things  which  waa  unjust  and  seandaloua  in  ibe 
eyea  of  all  commercial  communities.  That  bank  has 
been  destn-yedi  and  let  me  here  aay  that  I  have  not  lbe< 
least  expecution  of  any  effort  being  made  by  my  friends 
to  re-establiah  it.    1'hey  havn  no  stteh  purpuae.    An  ex- 

Eerimrnl  is  now  to  be  tried  aa  to  the  power  of  local 
anka  in  meeting  the  wants  of  the  community.  L>et  tbose 
who  are  rashly  trying  the  experiment  be  responsible  for 
the  issue.  The  resolution  of  my  friend  from  Maasacbu- 
setts  was  introduced  simultaneously  with  tite  bill  to  in- 
corporate the  United  States  Bank.  It  waa  expected 
that  the  bank  would  go  into  operation  early  in  tfciie  next 
year-  Tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  by  the  resulution, 
wa«  directed  to  lake  measures  as  loon  as  might  be  to  in- 
sure the  payment  of  all  Oovemment  duea  in  four  specified 
media,  but  tbe  discretion  intrusted  to  bim  wan  only  to 
continue  until  the  20th  of  February  following.  A  fter  that 
d.iy,  no  payment  of  public  diiesof  any  kind  was  to  be 
permitted,  sat  e  in  one  or  other  of  the  four  a>edia  which 
had  been  specified. 

Can  any  man  look  at  that  resolution  at  this  dsy«  and 
serluudy  entertain  any  doubt  as  lo  its  true  interpreu- 
tion'  Tlie  Secretar>-  of  ihe  Treasury  waa  imroedtalely 
called  upon  to  expound  it;  and  an  uninterrupted  usage 
of  twenty  years,  tinder  succeeding  Secrctartea,  has  uni- 
furmly  given  to  it  the  interpretati'  n  which  it  then  re- 
ceived. It  never  was  for  a  moment  believed  that  it 
vested  him  with  authority  to  require  only  apecte,  or  to 
exclude  ent'rriy  any  of  the  four  specified  funds  in  pay- 
ments ta  Govemmenit  that  exposition  was  not  sater- 
rupted  for  a  momentii^^^U3€)3^.L9  tball  not 
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repCKt  ttw  argumritt  in  regsrd  to  it.  II  Kccomplisbed, 
Md  was  desifpted  toaccfiinplitb,  but  one  purpoae,  which 
WM  the  «bolilion  or  the  credit  lyBtere  in  the  purchue  of 
Uie  ptiblic  hndi^  ind  the  mibatitution  therefor  of  pmf- 
anenl  in  btnd.  It  did  not  interrupt  (or  a  moment  the 
continuout  interpretation  oT  the  resolution  of  1816 — an 
■Dirrpretation  which  extended  into  three  tuoceuive  ad- 
■MiatrBtioiu,  and  through  aeven  yean  of  a  fourth.  la  it 
■Kit  too  Utet  after  this  long  adherence  to  one  interpret 
tetion,  to  say  that  CongreH  tiaa  misundetitood  il;  that 
•B  the  Secrctariei  have  mimndcnrtood  itt  and  that  your 
tiM){e  for  audi  a  course  of  yeart  n  at  this  late  day  to  be 
aurricBderetl  as  without  a  true  foundation.'  It  has  been 
aaid  that  the  resolution  was  restrictive.  It  was  io  in  to 
hr  as  it  rejected  the  notes  of  non4pccie>pHyin{r  banks, 
but  K  WM  mandatory  so  hr  as  it  went  to  enumerate  and 
specify  the  diflcrent  media  in  which  payment  might  be 
nade.  It  was  restrietire  so  fsr  as  bad  notes  were  con- 
crnwd,  but  ii  conferred  a  legal  r^ht  on  the  payer  to 
—kc,  and  a  legal  obligation  on  the  rceeiver  to  accept* 
payment  in  one  of  th«  four  several  ways  which  the  hw 
pnmded.  But  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
awtbority  to  select  some  and  to  reject  others  of  these 
msdea,  then  his  rejection  and  selection  must  be  applied 
uamcrmlly.  He  has  no  right  to  discriminate  between 
ciiisen  and  citizen.  He  has  no  right  to  say  to  the  citisen 
of  Boston,  f^m  yuu  I  will  receive  notes  of  the  banks  in 
Bostoi^  but  not  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uoiied  States.  Or 
Io  a  eilisen  of  New  York,  from  you  I  will  receive  Uni< 
led  State*  Bank  bills,  but  not  bills  of  tbe  banks  in  Bos* 
tm.  No.  If  be  had  a  right  to  ssy  that  either  of  the 
four  kinds  ahuuM  be  received  in  preference  to  tbe  rest, 
he  is  bound  to  make  that  rule  and  that  preference  to 
rcaeh  every  where  throughout  the  country.  But  what 
dnea  he  do.'  He  not  only  discriminates  between  differ- 
eat  braaebcs  of  tbe  revenue,  making  regutatiwis  to  ap- 
ply to  one  btmnch  which  do  not  apply  to  the  other*,  but, 
is  reference  to  that  one  branch  which  is  the  subject  of 
bii  order,  be  discriminates  between  different  cbisws  of 
indhridoiUs.  I  heard  it  contended  by  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Strakos]  that  the  exception  in  re- 
lafion  to  actual  settlers  has  now  expired  by  its  own  lim. 
kation.  True,  riri  but  if  Congress  rises  and  leaves  this 
Vast  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  how  soon  may 
the  Aaerimination  be  revived?  Unless  this  order ,shiUI 
be  rescinded,  will  not  the  Executive  draw  his  conclu- 
sions from  the  silence  of  Congresi,  that  it  approves 
what  he  has  done?  Ami  may  he  not  suppose  that  he  is 
stitborized  even  to  go  fartlter,  and  carry  down  his  prin- 
ciple of  diacriminstion  from  classes  to  in^lividualb? 

I  speak  now  of  the  question  of  power.  Suppose  the 
Secretary  had  reversed  hts  rule — suppose  he  had  said 
Aat  tbe  citizens  of  the  Sutes  in  which  the  land  lies 
•botild  have  a  right  to  purchase  on^  with  spccir,  while 
thoM  wbo  came  from  a  distance  might  make  their  pay. 
tnent  in  notes.  If  he  has  absolute  power  over  the  subject, 
be  might  as  well  have  made  the  one  discrimination  as  the 
•tbcr.  And  he  may  not  only  discriminate  between  d'ffer- 
eitt  clasaesof  tadividuab,  but  between  different  places.  I 
have  been,  indeed,  informed  that  at  one  of  the  land  ofR- 
ccn  apetie,  under  the  order,  was  not  required.  Where  is 
this  dispensing  powrrf  Where  did  tbe  Secreiary  get  it* 
Not  from  tbe  wordsof  the  order,  fur  that  applies  equilty 
to  nH. 

Str,  I  have  beard  it  contended  for,  again  snd  s^in, 
mnA  votes  have  been  given  recording  such  as  the  opmion 
of  tbe  majority  of  Ibis  chamber,  that  payment  for  the 
pubKc  lands  is  a  tax  on  the  community.  I  do  not  myself 
think  ao.  But  I  put  the  question  to  those  gentlemen 
who  do^  and  I  ask  them  how  this  order  ean  be  justified, 
if  all  Uses  are  rcqvircd  to  be  umfbrmF  I  come  to  tbe 
conclusion  that  its  legality  cannot  be  niabUsbed,  either 
inder  Uw  Joint  rcMMioK  ef  1816  or  the  law  of  1830. 
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It  wants  legal  authority.  It  lias  on  its  very  face  all  the 
air  of  executive  IfgiHlation.  It  hs<  a  preamble  setting 
forth  the  reawns  which  have  led  to  its  enactment  Tbe 
Secretary  wbo  put  it  forth  seems  strongly  to  have  feh 
(be  necessity  of  sheltering  himself  under  tbe  invulnen^ 
ble  name  of  his  chief.  But  were  there  even  authority 
for  the  order  in  the  letter  of  the  law,  [  »hould  still  srgan 
against  ita  groH  injustice  in  practice. 

And  this  brings  me  now  to  inquire,  what  has  been  tbe 
effect  of  this  order,  in  its  actual  operation  on  I  he  commu* 
nity?  Tbe  order  professes  to  proceed  on  the  principle 
that  the  public  lands  are  sold  far  a  valuable  considera- 
iton,  if  pa)rmcnt  be  msde  in  bank  notes,  and  that  specin 
alone  can  constitute  a  just  equivalent  for  their  value. 
And  I  admit  that  if  the  Secretary  had  gone  on  to  provide 
that  the  specie  thus  received  should  be  the  property  of 
the  Government,  there  would  at  least  have  been  consist- 
ency in  the  course  he  a<Iopte().  But  the  moment  the 
order  appeared,  there  was  an  instant  pressure  for  spe- 
cie, espeDtally  in  the  West  and  Southwest.  The  banki 
were  Mlled  upon,  and  sprcte  in  all  quarters  was  put  in 
rcquiaiUon,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  the  public 
lands.  The  pressure  upon  Uie  banks  in  Kentucky  wsa 
great.  Gentlemen  talk  to  us  about  the  inconnderable 
smfHint  that  hsf  been  received,  which  is  stated  at 
tl, 800,000,  exclusive  of  $300,000  more,  which  was 
placed  on  deposite  at  Washington,  and  the  certificates  of 
wbi^  were  received  as  cashi  any,  in  round  nun^n^ 
two  millions  f>f  dollars.  It  is  very  true  that  Uus  aaioaBt 
was  not  great,  but  the  argument  drawn  frim  it  is  not  a 
fair  one.  We  must  recollect  that  when  the  operation 
commenced  no  one  knew  what  was  to  be  its  extent.  No 
individual  bank  could  possibly  tell,  and  escb  was  left  in 
total  uncertainty  as' to  what  would  be  required  of  tiiera. 
The  banks  could  not  foresee  that  no  more  than  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  would  thus  be  drawn  from  them.  If  they 
had  known  this  beforehand,  they  might  have  oude  their 
arrangements  to  meet  it-  But  on  all  the  banks  of  the 
West  and  of  the  Southwest  daily  demands  were  mad* 
fur  specie.  l*here  vras,  at  once,  not  only  a  cessation  of 
discounts,  and  the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange,  but  tha 
banks  made  heavy  calls  upon  their  debtors.  This  s(at« 
of  things  operated  with  peculiar  severity  on  the  West. 
It  happened  just  about  the  time  when  our  people  begin 
to  carry  their  live  stock  to  market.  The  ordinary 
course  of  the  trade  is  thiit  They  draw  bills  upon  them- 
selves, or  on  their  friends,  at  the  markets  to  which  they 
are  destined,  which  are  discounted  by  tbe  bsnk,  and 
with  the  proceeds  of  which  they  purchase  their  stock, 
and  meet  their  engigements.  No  business  with  us  is 
more  beneficial  to  all  parties.  The  purchsser  of  stock 
diffuses  money  throogh  the  community,  and  on  reaching 
the  market  he  makes  his  sales,  and  la  thus  enabled  to 
pay  the  bills  which  he  had  drawn.  All  this  was  imme- 
diately interrupted,  in  consequence  of  this  Treasuiy 
orderi  for  how  could  the  banks  venture  to  discount,  witb 
sitch  an  order  hanging  over  their  heads?  If  they  pur- 
chaaed  bills,  the  operation  was  equivalent  to  a  disburse- 
ment of  so  much  speciet  for  if  they  paid  in  these  notes^ 
they  immediately  returned  upon  them  for  specie.  Tbe 
Senator  from  Virginia  has  tohl  ui  about  the  effect  of  tbe 
course  pursued  by  certain  collectors  in  Ireland,  in  refu- 
sing to  receive  in  payment  the  notes  of  Irish  banks. 
What  was  that  consequence?  The  stoppage  of  the  Bank 
of  Dublin  and  its  branches.  Nor  could  that  gentleman 
have  pronounced  a  more  severe  condemnation  of  the 
order  than  by  the  example  which  be  quoted  from  tbe 
kingdom  of  Ireland.  The  banks,  as  I  nave  said,  were 
run  upon.  Individuals  who  possessed  specie  were  unwil< 
ling  to  part  from  it.  and  reserved  it  for  investment  in 
the  publ'ie  lands.  And  there  was  a  general  sceomulation, 
for  tne  purpose  of  paying  it  into  tbeJandoOees.  Well, 
sir,  it  wu  carried  to  0»g)m^  j^l»OeigW  '» 
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tberet  whose  wu  it*  What  Jxcame  of  it?  Wm  it  ihe 
property  of  ibe  Oorerntnent?  No,  tir.  Did  you  f{ct 
ttt  No,  nr.  It  wu  carried  to  the  depoiite  bank^ 
and  there  it  waa  credited  aaao  much  money  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  whole  tranaaction,  therefore,  amounted 
to  thiti  you  Torccd  all  the  purcliasera  of  the  public  hnd 
to  become  collectori  of  specie  for  Ihe  depoaite  banks. 
The  monfy  was  not  collecled  for  the  Government.  You 
cannot  call  for  it.  It  is  the  property  of  (hose  banks,  to 
be  used  as  they  please.  You  hare  refused  to  credit 
banks  for  the  nuteathey  issued;  you  have  occasioned  all 
Uiiavaat  inconveniencet  and,  finally,  instead  uf  getting 
the  specie  Ahich  you  have  been  at  so  much  trouble  to 
collect,  you  get  nothing  but  bank  credits. 

The  money  was  transported  from  the  seaboard,  from 
the  Western  and  Souihwcstem  banks,  from  the  theatres 
of  business,  where  it  m<ght  have  been  constantly  and  ad- 
vanlageously  used,  and  taken  into  the  interior,  to  banks 
of  very  limited  busineas.  And  even  there  they  were 
kfraid  to  use  it,  lest  it  might  be  auddeuly  called  for. 
The  difference  of  the  two  operations^  before  and  after 
the  order,  is  thia:  Before  the  order,  purchasers  of  the 
public  lands  paid  for  them  in  bank  note*,  convertible  into 
•prctei  after  (he  order,  they  paid  for  them  in  specie,  con- 
verted into  bank  credits.  It  was  just  reverfin^  the  order 
of  things.  Tou  brgan  with  paper,  and  obtained  specie 
If  you  wished  itt  but  under  the  order  you  began  with 
specie,  and  obtwned  only  bank  credits.  The  practical 
eiTect  throughout  all  the  Western  and  BoulhwcRtem 
States  has  been  to  make  all  the  interests  of  society  col- 
lectors of  specie  for  the  benefit  of  the  depoaite  twuks, 
without  the  least  benefit  whatever  to  the  Government; 
for  these  banks  were  not  required  to  preserve  the  speci- 
fic specie,  and  pay  it  over  to  the  Government.  Such 
was  the  demand  for  tpccie  under  (hii  order,  that  I 
have  heard  of  a*  much  aa  40  per  cent,  bring  given  for 
gold  lu  carry  to  the  land  office,  and  in  aone  instances 
apecie  has  been  transported  tu  the  land  officer,  to  be 
■old  there  as  a  marketable  commodity.  1'he  order  bad 
a  double  efl'ect.  It  withdraws  specie  both  from  circula- 
tion and  from  the  banks  that  could  use  it  for  the  benefit 
.  of  the  community,  that  it  may  perform  the  unprofitable 
circuit  of  being  taken  to  the  land  offices,  and  thence 
back  to  (he  bank*,  when  it  brcomca  iheir  properly. 

Sir,  what  oflTence  have  the  Western  and  SuuihwfStem 
Btatct  committed,  that  (In  y  are  to  be  subjected  to  an  in* 
dignity  which  is  not  inflicted  on  the  rest  of  the  commu- 
nityf  Why  are  we  to  pay  our  dues  to  the  Government 
in  specie,  while  the  rebt  uf  our  fellow-citizens  are  allow- 
ed to  pay  in  bank  nulea*  Even  if  there  were  authori- 
ty for  i4  in  the  law,  the  requijtilion  would  not  be  accord- 
ing to  justice  or  equity.  And  all  sentiments  of  fraternal 
regard,  as  well  as  all  principles  of  equality,  cry  aloud 
against  snch  revolting  distinctions.  Why  are  our  banks 
and  our  people  alone  to  be  be  subjected  to  this  rule'  I 
protest,  most  solemnly,  on  behalf  of  my  coniiituentu, 
against  so  disgracerul  an  inrquilttyi  and  I  call  upon  the 
Government  either  lo  carry  out  their  hard-money  system 
every  where,  at  (be  cuslum-houaesas  well  as  the  land  of- 
fices, or  efface  from  its  rrcords  a  discrimination  which 
cannot  continue  a  day  or  an  hour  without  dishonor  and 
drgradition. 

The  honorable  Senator  frcm  Virginia  tells  ua  that  the 
measure  is  temporary.  I  wish  he  l>ad  made  it  out,  or 
eould  do  so  now.  How  is  it  temporary?  On  its  face? 
No,  sir.  It  has  just  brgan  its  w'de-sweeping  ruin.  It 
began  on  the  15th  of  August,  and  it  tolerated  for  a  time 
the  escreiae  of  some  induteence.  Its  full  operation  only 
eomneneed  on  the  15(h  ofDccember,  1836.  and  (here  is 
Bothiiw  in  i(s  terms  (hat  looks  like  a  temporary  previa- 
km.  There  is  nothing  In  the  Presidenl's  mras^c,  or  in 
the  report  of  the  Secretary,  which  announces  to  aauffcr- 
eottmunity  Umi  the  beavy  burden  ioipwcd  vpoa 


(hem  will  not  continue  long.  It  my  suit  the  pw^an 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  ao  lo  repreaent  it.-  Ra^ 
not  be  agreeable  lohtnilobe  seen  at  open  war  with  i 
measure  of  the  adminiitrationi  but  there  is  antUng  is 
the  terms  of  the  order,  and  nothing  in  the  poliqr  m 
which  it  rests,  »hich  is  temporary  in  its  character.  N<s 
sir.  Let  Congress  adjourn,  and  leave  on  the  Wnien 
SU(cs  this  invidious,  this  unjust  and  degrading  tlaeriai- 
naiion  in  the  payment  of  common  dues  to  a  cmaMs 
Government,  and,  my  word  for  it,  this  wder  will  »«( 
only  be  conUnocd,  bat  it  will  carried  farther,  and  stkr 
discriminationa  will  be  made,  under  your  alleged  aacfiis, 
to  suit  Ihe  varying  views  of  the  ar'minial  ration.  Sir,  gin 
us  equality.  We  are  a  common  crew  in  the  sane  aablr, 
the  same  glorious  sliip  of  stale,  la  it  out  rigbl  ibit  *t 
should  all  be  placed  under  (he  same  common  bwi,  ud 
^are  alike  the  common  justice  of  our  country?  l|>to- 
test  against  the  continuance  for  an  hour  of  an  iniqwlsM 
order,  which  subjecta  the  Weatera  and  SoutkffciHn 
por(ions  of  (his  Union  to  a  rule  ao  irrccoacilable  williipf 
principles  of  justice  or  equity. 

My  friend  mHU  OhiOf  who  aiU  near  me,  [Mr.  Ewiii,] 
baa  offered  tbia  resolution,  wbidi  abolishes  (hii  odiow 
distinction,  and  places  all  parts  of  the  tonmimtj,  ud 
every  branch  of  the  revenur»  upon  a  footiif  ft  pcrfcct 
equality. 

But  It  is  said  we  ought  not  to  do  this;  add  ifaedoii 
it  will  imply  censure.   And  the  Senator  froa 
Carolina,  [Mr.  SraAaoi,]  at  a  leas  to  make  oulaccaw- 
rioua  charge  from  the  words  of  tbc  resolutioa  itself  R- 
sorts  to  the  language  of  a  Senator  to  supply  (he  dttwf- 
cy.    Sir,  if  «e  repeal  the  s(alute  ofa  Legishlurr,  doa 
i(  imply  censure  on  the  legislature?   May  wt  DotrrpttI 
a  statute  of  our  own,  and  yet  fix  no  stigma  oa  our  b^ 
mer  deed?   May  we  not,  then,  rescind  an  order  or  cM 
of  executive  authority,  without  any  such  inpficstiw-' 
Has  it  COM  to  this,  that  a  mere  difierrnce  vf  opwies  ■ 
censure  ?   Are  we  lo  be  afrwd  to  express  our  sealj»*«« 
ofa  public  measure,  lest,  peradrenture,  we  wocad'** 
feelings  of  (be  Chief  Msgistrate   or  (he  Secretvy  "* 
the  Treasur)  ?   Sir,  1  have  been  struggliag,  awwattd 
with  my  friends,  for  a  long  time,  against  (be  cemjikit 
ascendency  of  executive  powert  and  we  have  soiwtMui 
been  encouraged  by  a  momentary  hope  of  beinf 
arrest  ita  lawless  career.    But,  air,  its  anrch  h*i  ben 
steady,  onward,  and,  I  lament  to  aay,  (riumpl)*"*-  " 
is  now  practically  the  supreme  power  in  the  Sblt- 
Kvery  branch  of  the  Guvcrnment  bends  licnealb  ilit^T- 
The  doctrine  of  unity  in  the  executive  adoiiniitnt*^ 
recently  introduccdt  (he  obedience  which,  inpuw*"** 
of  it,  is  ezscted  from  all  exrcu(ive  officer*,  Z*! 
highest  to  the  hiwrsit  the  practice  of  pmaciiptisti 
wbo  do  not  conform  lo  the  prevailing  creed, 
kindred  usage  of  profuse  official  and  other  revanbis 
all  who  do,  often  wiihmit  regard  to  cliaiacter,  iaiegnl]', 
or  merit,  and  (he  exercise  c?  boundteta  pomttmtrw 
public  (reasure,  ai  d  by  means  of  a  concealed,  "J*^ 
rioua,  and  irresponstble  agency  over  the  bank)  in  *^ 
it  is  d«^pos*teif,  have  tUmped  a  totally  new 
upon  the  Government.    It  baa  bccooK  a  vatt  organ>tN 
machinery,  controlled  by  thm  will  of  one  (mis 
moved  by  a  single  hand.    It  is  a  monarchy  in  (''V'T' 
with  (ewer  privileges  practically  enjoyed  •'V*!, 
cised  in  some  monarchits.    Tliere,  acts  of  '•"^*7: 
tr»y  be  expoaed,  censured,  denounced,  wTTtettOtl 
(he  power  of  Parliament.    But  here  we  are  ■^"'tj, 
plain  of  or  remoi-atrate  against  executive  |, 
must  not  presume  lo  censure  (hem.    We  oust  ^ 
ailent  and  dutiful  aubmiaaioa,  whatever  ilb 
the  Executive  may  bring  on  the  country.   Or.  " 
temptany  carrcctive^  we  must  graciously  ""f P?*°^liga 
are  not  goingcouoter  to  the  executive  will*  f^^jZ^ 
wnrert  ■  peri"-— •  — — 
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When,  Hr.  Pre«4ent,  shall  we  get  back  to  tbe  good 
old  timris  when  a  Preaident  of  the  United  Slates  never 
stepped  oat  of  hb  own  ipbere  to  anume  powert  not 
grmled  to  hio^  or  to  control  tbe  discharge  of  dutiea 
■pccially  aasigned  to  subordinate  oAcen*  Aa  to  thii 
Treasury  wtler,  I  do  not  view  it  aa  an  act  of  the  Seore. 
tory.    It  baa  bit  haorl,  but  not  hn  heart — not  his  mind. 
Prom  tbe  face  of  the  order  itself,  I  shoald  draw  tbe  con< 
dustoa  that  be  has  been  tbe  unwilling  executor  of  the 
bidding  of  another.    L>ke  its  prototype,  empli^ed  for 
the  removal  of  the  depoaite^  it  Is  an  act  of  the  exreu* 
tive  will,  directly  aji:Binst  the  will  of  the  officer  particu* 
lariy  charged  with  a  pubUc  duty.    But,  unlike  that 
case,  the  Secretary  clings  closely  to  bis  office,  and, 
rather  than  part  with  it,  ezecutea  the  arbitrary  command 
of  hia  master.    He  doea  not  choose,  with  a  manly  inde- 
pendence, to  sacrifice  bis  place  and  preserre  his  cbarac- 
tsr.    And  1  umlerstsn'l  that  this  order  bss  been  issued, 
•ot  only  a^ost  tlie  judgment  and  feelings  of  the  Sec- 
Kta^,  bat  of  the  wbtde  cabinet.   I  havelieard  to,  and 
I  bebe*e  it.    There  are  tboie  here  who  do  know,  and 
who,  if  I  err,  can  contradiet  me.  •  But  I  believeit.  And 
now,  when  we  unJerlaketo  examine  the  order,  and  con- 
front  it  with  tbe  law,  we  cannot  touch  i!.    We  may 
not  repeal  an  executive  order,  because,  forsootli,  to  do 
ao  casta  a  censure  on  the  Executive.    Why.  sir,  if  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  is  unwilling  to  throw 
eeosnre  on  the  Bxeculive,  be  should  have  furborne  tbe 
ddiveiy  of  hb  able  and  eloquent  speeeh.   That  whole 
weeeh,  Trom  beginning  to  end,  was  directed  against 
that  (vder,  which  he  says  we  must  not  repesl,  lest  we 
censure  tbe  President.    Why,  sir,  if  that  ii  bis  ground, 
be  shoald  have  withheld  his  amendmentt  for  what,  after 
all,  b  tbe  dtlTerence,  in  efiect,  between  the  resolution  of 
tbe  Senator  from  Ohio  and  the  amendment  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  VirginM?   The  Treasury  order  is  now  in  full 
operation.    And  what  b  the  proposal  of  my  friend  from 
Umo?   To  rescind  it  in  terns.   Hb  language  is  open, 
4eect,  manly,  but  not  offenrive.   But  the  Senator  from 
Virginb  cannot  agree  to  the  proposal.    Well,  sir,  and 
what  does  he  do  in  hia  amendment^   He  avoids,  to  be 
"•'^    aire,  the  word  *' rescind,"  but  he  rtsindi  tbe  order  just 
*'    M  effectually  as  the  Senator  from  Ohio.    I  am  quite 
^  ..    nre  that  my  friend  from  Ohio  intended  nothing  ofTen- 
A«  in  the  resolution  offered  by  him.    He  thought  that, 
"^l'    vitbont  oflTencr,  the  poor  privilege  might  still  M  left  to 
«  of  repealing  our  own  acts,  expressing  our  own  opin- 
iens,  and  even  of  repealing  executive  acta,  when  we 
deemed  tlut  the  good  of  the  country  requires  it.    It  ap> 
))cared  to  him  In  be  tbe  most  direct  and  manly  course, 
ir  we  meant  to  repeal  the  order,  that  we  ahould  say  so. 
Re  added,  it  is  true,  another  resoluliont  but  I  am  wil- 
itngw  on  behalf  of  my  friend,  that  the  firat  resolution 
ibould  be  abandoned  altogether,  and  tbe  last  alone 
idopted.    That  will  sufficiently  accomplish  our  pur. 
jmee,  and  accommodate  the  measure  to  the  delicate  and 
nerrous  aensibility  of  any  friend  of  the  administration. 
That  b  all  concerning  which  I  feel  any  solicitude,  and 
with  this  1  will  be  content.    All  we  seek  is.  ihat  an  end 
■ball  be  put  to  thb  invidious  and  disgraceful  discrimina- 

IKN*. 

But  it  b  said  that  there  will  be  great  difficulty  inadopt- 
ittg  tbb  conrsei  and  the  Senatw  from  Vitg:inia  baa  ae- 
Gordii^y  guarded  his  amendment  by  tlie  addition  of  a 
proTiso,  which  goes  to  make  the  amendment  authorize 
the  reception  only  of  such  notes  aa  the  deposite  banks 
slwll  be  willing,  under  the  direction  and  supervision  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  receive,  and  to  credit 
la  the  United  Statea  as  cash.  Though  1  aHmit  that  the 
eperatioe  msy  be  attended  with  great  difficulty,  yet  I 
caawit  thiak  it  imoperable.  What  ms  the  ground  on 
which  the  Aral  Srcretary  of  tbe  Treasury  received  bank 
Dolrsfor  the  duties  due  to  Govemnent?  Tlie  ground 
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was  this:  that  the  bank  notes  of  specie-paying  banks  sre 
equivalent  to  specie,  being  in  fact  the  represenUtives  of 
specie.  Dank  notes  of  such  banks  are  nothing  more 
than  so  much  told  or  counted  speetet  and  they  are  so  re- 
ceived. Thb  was  the  principle  on  which  Hr.  Hamilton 
proceeded.  It  was  a  convenient  arrangement,  and  ia 
attended  with  no  risk,  so  long  as  the  bills  are  convertible 
at  pleasure  into  that  whxh  they  represent.  The  Sec- 
retary could  stop  whenever  he  pleased.  It  saved  much 
time)  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  of  lime-saving  machines. 
It  was  like  paying  a  sura  of  money  by  the  check  of  sn 
individual  upon  hb  bank.  That  is  not  "  paper  money.** 
Tour  creditor  or  the  Govemiiient  collector  ealls  upon 
you  with  a  demand,  and  you  draw  your  cheek  for  the 
amount!  when  presented  at  bank  it  b  instantly  paid  or 
passed  to  your  credit.  Such  a  check  b  equivalent  to 
the  specie  it  will  command.  Such  representatives  of 
specie  ought  to  be  received  in  payment  of  all  Govern* 
ment  dues;  and  there  should  be  no  diicretionary  power 
of  refu^ng  them,  either  by  the  collectors  or  the  depot* 
lie  bsnks.  The  result,  then,  to  which  1  would  come,  b 
tbe  adoption  of  tbb  rule,  viz:  lhat  when  a  bank  note  b 
presented  to  a  collector  In  payment  of  a  debt  lo  tbe 
Government,  if,  »t  the  place  where  such  payment  b 
made,  it  ia  at  par,  that  is,  equal  to  so  much  specie,  the 
collector  shsll  be  obliged  to  receive  it;  ir  it  is  not,  then 
he  shall  beat  liberty  lo  reject  it.  If  the  note  is  not 
what  it  purports  .to  be,  the  representative  of  specie  to 
tlie  amount  on  the  bee  of  it,  then  there  ought  to  be  no 
obligation  to  take  it.  The  place  of  payment  is  what  I 
would  adopt  as  the  test  of  all  bank  notes  offered  to  at. 
If  they  are  equal  to  ipeoie  there,  they  ought  to  be  re- 
ceived. It  may  be  said  that  the  effect  of  such  a  rule 
will  be  to  accumulate  large  sums  of  money  at  places 
where  the  Government  does  not  need  them;  and  thus 
Bubject  it  lothe  expense  of  iranRportin^  them  to  where 
they  are  required.  But  to  test  this  objection,  we  bare 
only  to  look  back  for  a  moment  to  the  bard-aioney  sys- 
tenn,  and  inquire,  what  would  be  the  state  of  thinga  if 
specie  alone  should  be  received.  Would  not  that  plan 
accumuUte  in  the  banks  ofth^  Western  and  Southwest- 
ern States  vast  amounts  of  gold  and  silver^  And  what 
is  tbe  Government  to  do  with  il?  It  la  not  needed  there, 
and  it  would  have  to  be  transported  at  the  expeive  of 
Qoremment  to  where  it  b  needed.  So  that  my  plan 
requires  tbe  transportation  of  a  packet  of  bill%  where 
that  would  require  tbe  transportation  of  a  wagon  load 
of  specie.  I  think  lhat  the  plan  of  nnaking  bank  notes 
at  par  at  the  place  of  payment  the  test  of  the  receiva- 
bility  of  paper  will  save  time,  and  have  quite  as  good 
effect  as  the  requisition  of  gold  and  silver. 

I  object  to  tbe  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia chiefly  on  account  of  its  last  clause.  As  to  that 
part  of  it  wh'eb  requirea  the  suppression  of  small  notes, 
(though  I  believe  that,  in  praetVee,  it  will  prove  perfect, 
ly  nugatory,  that  it  will  efTect  just  nothing,)  I  am  quite 
willing  lo  indulge  him  with  the  experimf  nt.  Nothing, 
I  am  persuaded,  will  come  out  of  it;  but  try  it.  But  the 
last  clause  of  his  amendment  says  that  no  notes  shall  be 
received  which  the  deposite  banks  are  not  willing  to  re- 
ceive and  credit  to  the  United  Slates.  He  adds,  to  be 
sure,  that  thb  shall  be  under  the  supervision  and  eon- 
trol  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Such  a  pronsion 
leaves  the  whole  cnuntry  in  total  uncerUinty.  Nobody 
can  know  to-day  what  is  to  be  the  rule  to-morrow.  And 
ss  to  the  added  cbuse,  it  will,  in  practice,  make  nodif. 
ferencei  without  it,  Ibe  whole  matter  would  have  depend- 
ed  on  tbe  mere  pleasure  of  the  depusiie  banks;  and 
with  it,  should  the  Secretary  occasionally  reviae  the  pro- 
ceedinga  of  those  banks,  he  will  still  be  governed  by  the 
wishes  of  the  deposite  hanks.  I  object  to  the  intrusting 
of  such  a  power  tither  with  the  SeereUry  or,  with  the 
dcpodte  bank!.   U  pli»^^tf<icb(3»i©gte  fiwd, 
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ftnd  regulated  by  •  known  lav,  at  tbe  roe  re  mefcy  and 
food  pleaaun  of  the  banka  or  the  Secretary.  But  if  be 
wiU  inaert  in  hia  anendraent  a  cUuie  mabnp  the  place 
of  payment  the  test  of  tlie  notcn,  we  shall  then  hare 
aome  rule  which  all  csn  understand.  All  parties  con* 
ccrned  will  know  whether  ibe  nntei  ofTered  are  at  par 
at  the  place  where  psyment  ia  made.  But,  otherwise, 
no  one  can  know  but  the  Secretary,  or  the  banks  may 
put  down  to-morrow  Ibe  notea  wbtch,  under  tlieff  auf- 
picet,  he  has  received  to-day. 

1  fear,  Mr.  President,  I  have  forfeited  the  good  optn- 
h»i  I  endeavored  to  conciliate  when  1  begani  but  I  have 
BOW  done.  All  we  desire  is,  thut  something  efficaciuus 
fliall  be  done;  tliut  the  session  sitall  not  be  sullered  (o 
pass  without  the  Treasury  order  being  rescinded,  either 
expressly  or  by  implicstioni  and  I  will  now  conclude  by 
expressing  3ty  hope  thai,  in  every  portion  of  llie  Senate, 
there  will  be  found  a  disposition  to  extend  equal  and  im- 
pirtial  justice  to  all  parts  of  the  country,  whiiout  any 
degrading  discriminations  between  one  part  and  anulher, 
or  one  class  of  cit<zens  and  another. 

Mr.  RUGGLBS  rose  only  to  correct  an  error  into 
whicli  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  had  fallen, 
no  doubt  inadvertently,  lie  had  mentioned  the  circum. 
atance  of  ilaine'a  hsvinfr  imposed  restrictions  upon  the 
circulation  of  small  notes,  and  remarked  that,  if  Iw  had 
not  been  mtainformed,  she  immediately  after '  lent  to 
Maasaehusettt  to  obtain  a  aupply  of  amall  notea,  to  put  in 
ureulation  in  room  of  those  |>rohibitcd.  He  begged 
leave  to  assure  the  Senator  that  he  had  been  greatly  mis- 
informed,  lie  had  been  led  into  a  great  mistake  in  this 
matter.  Maine  had,  it  is  true,  passed  a  law  prohibiting 
the  circulation  of  amalt  bill%  but  it  ia  not  true  that  ahe 
had  Bought  a  wpply  of  them  afterwards  from  MaiaachU' 
■etts  or  elsewhere.  The  political  friends  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  in  Maine  very  warmly  opposed  the 
measure  in  the  Legidature,  and  it  may  be  that  tliey  car- 
ried their  opposition  beyond  the  passage  of  the  law,  and 
sent  to  their  friends  in  Msssacliusetts  for  a  supply  of 
those  snail  bills  lo  which  Ihey  were  so  much  attached. 
But  he  repeated  that  it  was  a  mistake  that  such  a  courte 
could  be  justly  chargeable  to  the  Government  of  tbe 
Stale. 

Uf.  CLAT  explained.  He  did  not  mfan  to  be  un 
derstood  aa  charging  the  Government  of  Maine,  nor  any 
political  party  there,  with  having  sent  out  of  llie  Slate 
for  small  notes.  It  might  have  been  the  act  of  individ- 
uals. He  only  mentioned  the  circumstance,  aaabowing 
that  the  law  could  not  be  executed,  &c. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  replied  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
make  to  the  remark,  if  the  Senator  would  conBne  it  to 
hit  own  potttica)  frienda.  But  he  did  object  to  the  im- 
putation of  tuch  ineonaibtency  upon  tbe  Government  of 
the  Stale,  or  upon  the  friends  of  the  administration,  who 
participated  in  the  action  of  the  Govemroent  on  that 
■object. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  lo  refer  the  whole  subject  lo  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and,  in  connexion  with 
■ome  desultory  remarks,  urged  the  great  and  growing  im- 
portance of  the  aubjecl,  aa  demanding  such  a  reference. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  briefly  characterized  tbe  Trraaury 
mder  as  unconititutional,  without  lav,  without  prece- 
dent, without  any  authority  whatever.  lis  temporary 
character,  under  which  refuge  had  recently  been  taken, 
was  nowhere  to  be  seen;  on  the  contrary,  it  still  eun- 
tinued  in  force,  when  the  Kxecutive  himself  ought  to 
have  repealeil  it,  if  it  had  been  temporary.  If  it  sitoidd 
be  now  referred,  he  could  see  no  reason  for  referring  it 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  It  partook  wholly 
of  a  financial  character,  snd  ils  proper  reference  was 
tlierefore,  to  the  Committre  on  Finance .  Mr.  C.  said  be 
depended  on  the  action  of  that  committee  whether  there 
ihould  be  a  recurrence  of  thai  sute  of  thing*  in  the 


ensuing  year,  aa  well  aa  tbe  past,  wbicli  had  beca  mtd 
as  a  pretext  for  the  Treasury  order.  That  alatt  sf 
thing!,  he  urged,  depended  entirely  on  Mt  aecvsnktiia 
of  the  surplus  in  the  deposite  banks,  where  it  woatd  Mt 
remain  for  nothing,  but  would  be  employed,  as  it  bd 
been,  in  speculating  on  the  pnblic  lantfe.  To  tbe  Coai- 
mittee  on  Finance  lie  also  looked  for  a  reduction  oT  da- 
ties,  if  that  should  be  adopted  as  a  preventive.  Tkc 
whole  sobjeet  properly  belonged  to  ikat  eo—aUw,  M 
which  Mr.  C.  would  move  to  refer  it,  if  Ike  JK/6m  if 
Mr.  NiLss  should  fail. 

Mr.  BLACK  opposed  the  reference.  Mnch  tine  M 
already  been  consumed  in  debaOng  all  the  qnesltOBs 
mediately  involved,  and  all  having  any  relation  M  it.  K 
was  time  for  action.  He  waa  prepared  to  vole  He 
had  no  hesitation  in  raying  that  he  conndered  the  Trot' 
ury  order  illegal  and  highly  impolitic,  it  wu  a  quei>iDi 
In  which  his  constituents  were  dcep^  intcteatad,  Ui» 
ing,  ■■  they  were,  nnder  tbe  embarraaamentsariMglraa 
this  executive  law  or  order.  It  had  been  intimiled 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Nilks]  that  ihii 
measure  was  to  be  delayed  by  tbe  committee,  to  aw  ifce 
result  of  other  messures.  Deeming,  therefore,  prt«pi 
action  necessary  lo  relieve  the  people  of  the  Stale  he  ia 
part  represented,  and  considering  this  motion  kUt- 
ence  one  of  delay,  be  asked  the  privilege  of  reewdiag 
his  vole  against  it,  and  asked  the  yeta  and  nays  Hi 
was  for  action. 

Mr.  CLAY  vixA  lie  concurred  entirely  with  iheSm- 
tor  from  Miariasippi.  All  the  proptwitions  before  Ihe 
Senate  were  simple,  and  easily  understood.  HehopH 
the  subject  wmild  nol  be  referred  at  all. 

Mr.  TIPTON  sisn  opposed  any  reference.  Balf  tie 
session  was  now  nearly  gone,  and  the  subject  hsH  btM 
•  ell  debated.  He  deemed  it  very  important  to  hiiw* 
slitueots  and  the  oomomirity  that  all  doobt  on  ihs  wo- 
jecl  should  be  removed  u  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  briefly  urged  that,  if  a  refrff« 
sh'iuld  be  made  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  made  to  the 
mittee  on  Finance. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  on  Mr.  Niiei^ 
and  decided  aa  follows: 

Ysis— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Daai,  Ejf- 
ing  of  Illinois,  Pulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  oiA,'*' 
bama.  King  of  Georgb,  Linn,  Niles.  Page, 
son,  Rugglea.  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  WaU^WM^ 
Wright— 32.  „^ 
Nats— Mesara.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Cbf,  C|* 
tenden,  Davis.  Hendricks.  Kent,  Knight,  Moore.  NieM- 
la^  Pr«ntt&s,  Preston,  Itobbim^  Sevier,  Swifi.  Tipm 
Tomlinson,  Webster— 19.  . 

So  the  whole  aubject  of  the  Tmaury  order  sfJ|jT' 
1836,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
After  a  ahurt  executive  session,  the  Senate  s^o""^ 

TanaanAT,  Jahuart  13. 
THE  SURPLUS  RF.VENU& 
A  Iter  disposing  of  the  usual  morning  bu»ne* 
Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  postpone  the 
dcr,  for  the  purpose  of  Uking  up  llie  bill  lo 
part  Ibe  deposite  bill  of  Ibe  Isst  sesrion.  .  ■l, 

Mr.  GRUNDT  observed  that  Ihe  special  o"""' !i 
day  was  tlie  bill  to  regulate  the  satea  nf  the  P"'*'''?^ 
and  it  seemed  to  liirn  that  that  bill  had  better  be 
sed  of  firktt  for  if  itwtre  pasaed  in  any  shap'  . 
would  be  a  great  reduction  of  the  public  rcTeni^r" 


wuuiu  i/c  a  great  reductitm  of  the  public  -^--j, 
no  occasion  for  dividing  a  surplus.   Il  J 
proper  to  Uke  up  and  dispose  of  this  bill,  or  iii^ 
any  other  which  looked  to  a  reduction  of  i!>f  .''TIiJ 


and  they  ciukl  then  see  whether  lhe*e  woiiU  t>«  *^ 
plus  in  the  way  eontemp(aieJ4iy  the  Senator  'ro*  ^ 
Carolina.  ^-^^-^^^^^^     L-OOg  IC 
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Puhiic  Landt. 


Mr.  CALHOUN  ezpmaed  h'M  teqn!eM>enee  tn  the 
emine  propowd  by  the  Senator  from  Tennenee.  He 
m'id  that  he  ihouU  be  mneh  gnrcmed  in  the  eourie  he 
rinald  pmauCi  not  only  hj  what  wu  done  In  re|ftrd  to 
the  honorable  Senator**  bill,  but  ilao  the  letion  of  the 
ronmiltec  on  Finance.  He  (Mr.  C.)  was  anxiona  to 
aee  what  t)iey  intended  to  do  in  the  way  nf  a  reduction. 
He  wialied  to  know  from  the  chairman  of  that  commit- 
tee,  whrtherthey  propoaed  making  a  report  on  that  aub- 
and  if  m,  at  what  time.  H«  deaired  to  make  the 
actioii  on  his  own  bill  atibordinate  to  that  on  the  land  bill, 
Md  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  replied,  that  ever  ahiee  the  reference 
of  thta  aabject  l<v  the  Committee  on  Finance,  it  had  not, 
at  any  tioie,  eaeaped  their  attention.  The  committee 
were  proeeedini;  with  it  as  rapidly  as  they  could  obtain 
mfennation  to  giivem  Ibeir  a<:tion;  but  it  was  impossible 
Tor  them  to  say  at  what  time  lhf>y  would  he  able  tn  come 
lo  X  concliwion,  or  for  him  lo  uy  when  thry  would  make 
a  report.  This  very  day  they  had  had  ihe  snbjrct  tin- 
der cmwderatton,  and  had  obtained  some  Information 
Willi  Nftmrd  to  it.  He  eouM  assure  the  Senate  that  eve* 
ry  uMffiber  of  the  enromittee  was  exceedingly  anxious  to 
mke  a  speedy  report. 

Wr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  he  would  be  willtn)? 
thai  the  sabjeet  ahould  be  postponed  to  this  day  week. 
He  wiAcil  for  all  the  information  possible,  and  greatly 
pieArmd «  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  depositing  tlie 
awplu  Biih  the  Stales.  All  gentlemen  should  have 
a  fiur  opportunity  nf  examining  Ihe  subject.  He  must 
say  that,  «hen  he  looked  at  the  state  of  things  here,  he 
felt  but  very  little  &tlh  that  a  redaction  would  be  nude 
lUt  aeaawm,  as  the  time  had  now  so  far  advanced  that 
tlxTe  would  scarcely  be  in  opportunity  of  acting  on  the 
nhjeet.  He  had  made  a  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  Ihe 
Tffswiry  some  days  wnce,  by  resolution,  requMting  him 
to  f«midi  some  valuable  information  which  we  wished  to 
be  in  poeseaaion  of  before  the  eommittee  reported;  hut 
(IM  inRirmation  had  not  yet  been  receive<l  by  the  Sen- 
itt;  he  trusted  it  would  be  at  an  early  day. 

The  conwderation  of  the  bill  was  postponed,  by  gene- 
nl  consent,  to  this  day  week. 


THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Tbe  bill  to  limit  the  sales  of  the  public  lando,  except 
to  actual  settlers,  and  in  limited  qnanltties^  having  been 
awwoHoeed  as  the  order  of  the  day- 
Mr.  CLAY  expressed  the  hope  that  a  bill  of  this  im> 
pa(ta«ec  would  not  be  taken  up  at  this  time.    The  bill 
pmpused  an  entire  change  in  the  whole  land  system  of 
the  country,  and  it  ao  happened  that,  by  Ihe  organisation 
oTihe  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  the  only  member  np> 
pMcd  to  the  bill  was  absent.    He  did  not  tliink  that 
the  Senile  onght  to  take  op  a  bill  of  such  importance  in 
the  absence  of  a  member  of  the  Land  Comniittee  who 
piiMiieil  10  Much  valuable  information,  and  was  so  inti- 
iHlely  aeqiiaintefl  wHh  the  subject.    He  believed  that 
the  Senate  wotiM  derive  great  aid  in  their  deliberations 
oa  the  subject  from  the  experience  of  that  gentlemani 
md  sa  other  subjects  nf  importance  demanded  the  at- 
temim  of  the  Senate,  tie  hoped  aome  one  of  them  would 
he  tdten  up,  and  the  bill  for  the  present  postponed. 
Mr.  C.  ijhidcd  to  the  illneas  of  the  laily  of  tite  Sena- 
tor From  Ohio,  as  the  causa  of  that  genlleman'a  absence, 
sail  Mated  chat,  from  information  lately  received  by  him, 
Iw  Vtd  reason  to  believe  tint  be  would  be  in  hia  seat  in 
the  course  of  a  few  lUy*. 

Mr.  WALKRR  hoped  the  motion  woidd  not  prevail. 
About  hilf  of  the  session  had  now  passed  away,  and  con. 
wqnntly  there  waa  n»  time  to  lose.  This  bill  waa  one 
vliieh  would  be  debated,  and  opposed  at  every  point} 
ja^RinK  froai  the  sentimenis  to  which  the  honorable 
haftm  [Ur.  Cut]  bad  given  utterance,  he  presumed 


(hat  Ibei  e  would  be  no  want  of  opposilion  to  the  bill, 
notwithstanding  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Rwim] 
might  be  absent. 

There  were  many  gentlemen  in  that  body  and  tlie 
House  of  Representatives,  who  were  desirous  tint  this 
aubject  should  be  disposed  of  aa  speedily  as  poanblet 
snd  if  the  bill  shouhl  be  postponed  to  ihia  day  week,  it 
could  not,  for  want  of  time,  be  passed  at  the  present  ses- 
sion.' Re  felt  the  deepest  conviction  that  the  subject 
should  be  acted  upon  without  delay,  and  therefore  he 
fek  it  hia  doty  to  oppose  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky.  With  regard  to  tbe  melancholy  event 
which  bad  called  awa)  the  Senator  from  Obiis  he  would 
■late  that  he  bad  seen  a  paragraph  in  tbe  National  InteW 
ligeneer  of  yesterday,  slating  that  that  member  of  the 
Senator's  family  who  was  said  to  be  dangerously  ill  had 
entirely  recovered;  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  considered  that  am. 
pie  lime  had  elapsed  since  the  gentleman  left  the  city 
for  his  reiarn  to  it.  Ur.  W.  concluded  by  expressing 
his  hope  that  tlie  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Keotocky 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  regretted  to  hear  that  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  inleiMed  to  gn  on  with  the  bill.  He  had 
not  the  sliglitrat  idea  that  it  would  be  taken  up  so  soon, 
and  had  not,  therer.>re,  given  any  examination  to  the 
subject  of  ii{  Itc  had  not  even  had  time  to  read  the  bill 
itself.  He  deemrd  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
aubjeets  ilut  cotild  engage  the  attenlionof  Congreas,  not 
only  as  regarded  ihe  revenue,  but  as  it  regarded  the  fu- 
ture policy  of  Uie  countryt  and  he  hoped  the  Senate 
would  not  go  on  with  it  until  every  member  had  had  an 
opportunity  of  obtaining  all  Ihe  information  necessary  to  a 
full  understanding  of  the  subject.  He  himself  wished 
time  for  an  examination,  the  better  to  enable  him  to  un< 
derstand  the  arguntents  that  might  be  used  eiiher  for  or 
against  tlie  measure,  and  therefore  proposed  tliat  the 
subfect  be  postponed  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  aakli  For  one,  I  slmuld  be  very  un> 
willing  to  pursue  any  course  which  would  prevent  tlie 
Senator  from  Ohio  from  speaking  on  this  subjeeii  and 
so  far  as  my  vole  is  concerned,  if  he  returns  in  any  reastm* 
able  lisne,  I  shall  hear  him.  nulthis  is  a  very  important 
subject  indeed.  I  feel  the  importance  of  it  as  much  as 
the  gentleman  from  South  Ciirolina.  And  it  is  for  that 
very  reaaon  I  wish  to  hear  the  views  of  the  ebairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Let  the  honorable  chairman  proceed  to.day,  and  give 
his  views;  and,  so  hr  as  respects  my  individual  vole,  I 
will  agree  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  till 
Monday  morning,  and  take  such  a  cmirsc  in  regard  to  it 
as  may  be  sattafaclory  to  all  parties. 

Mr.  BENTON  wished  to  say  to  the  Senate  that  there 
was  now  one  half  of  a  short  session  gone,  and  that  it 
would  be  impossible  for  them,  if  ihey  wished  the  busi- 
ness lo  pn^*ress,  to  go  on  as  they  had  herctoiore  donei 
that  is,  to  take  up  a  subject,  bear  a  apeecb  on  it,  and 
adjourn  at  3  o'clock,  and  so  go  on  from  day  to  day.  He 
waa  fully  aware  of  this  at  the  commeneenneiit  of  the  ses- 
sion, and  therefore,  in  hi*  firat  speech,  he  refused  to  ad- 
journ, and  preferred  rather  to  omit  aome  Ihit^  that  he 
wished  to  say  than  to  consume  two  days  with  one  speech. 
The  rule  whidi  lie  bad  thus  laid  down  fur  himself  he 
wished  to  see  applied  lo  all,  and  when  a  sul^ect  is  taken 
up,  he  wished  lo  go  on  with  il  like  business  men. 

Re  wotild  be  willing  to  come  early  in  the  morning,  and 
sit  lale  in  the  evening;  but  he  could  not  give  his  consent 
to  Ihe  delay  of  business  by  taking  up  a  subject,  hearing 
one  speech  on  it,  and  then  laying  it  over.  He  would 
remind  these  gentlemen,  who  were  Ihe  friends  of  tbe  sd- 
ministration,  that  they  not  only  had  the  numcrifal 
atrength,  but  the  organization  of  the  committees  in  their 
favor,  and  therefore  that  it  vat  ■■|COmtien}^f  J^em  to 
•eelhatibebusiaeoiwaiDBttiMiafiVliWWAd^  Last 
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•nsion,  though  they  hid  the  iramerio*]  atretiirth  in  thetr 
Hror,  yet  the  orgtn'zttion  of  the  commttleei  was  «g«inM 
them;  and  when  the  question  wu  uked,  why  the  btiai* 
ntm  of  the  Senate  did  not  go  on,  thejr  could  readily  an- 
awer*  that  tbiaorgin'ziliDnor  the  eommitleet  deprired 
them  of  the  control  oF  the  buMnetn.  But  now,  when 
the  Triends  of  the  sdminiatration  had  every  advan(a)^  in 
their  faror,  when  ihe  question  should  be  asked,  why  the 
buaineta  of  the  Senate  did  not  go  on,  the  pablie  might 
draw  what  inference  it  pleated. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked,  that  aa  one  nf  ihe  opposi- 
tion, and  being  deairouB  of  aa  little  delay  as  potsible, 
still  he  would  tetl  gentlemen  on  the  other  tide  that  he 
would  afford  them  every  opportunity  of  ditcu>a>ng  the 
subject.  But  whilst  he  said  thin,  he  claimed  from  the 
majority  that  they  should  hear  gentlemen  of  (he  oppo- 
sition patiently,  and  give  a  reasonable  time  for  discussion. 
He  would  not  have  asked  the  delay  of  one  day,  had  it 
not  been  abaoluiely  necesairyi  and  he  was  not  dispoaed 
to  allow  so  important  a  aubieet  aa  the  prnent  to  be  hur. 
ried  through  the  Senate  without  bestowing  on  it  all  the 
attention  it  deserved. 

Hr.  BENTON  said  that  he  would  ait  there  early  and 
latet  and  no  gentleman  should  be  deprived  by  his  vote 
of  proceeding  in  the  transaction  of  the  public  business. 
He  wished  gentlemen  to  go  on,  keep  moving. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  party  friendly  to  the  present  administration,  and  that 
lie  felt  the  responiibility  ot  his  situation  just  as  much  as 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Hissiuri  didi  and,  so  fsr  as 
regarded  himaelf,  he,  for  one,  need  not  be  remindeH  of 
his  duty.  He  was  responsible  for  it.  In  regard  lu  this 
bill  to  regulnte  the  aales  of  the  public  lands,  he  conaider- 
ed  it  a  most  important  measurr.  lie  did  not  know  how 
he  ahould  vote  on  it.  He  knew  the  evils  of  speculating 
in  the  public  lands,  and  wiahed  much  to  put  them  down, 
but  he  wished  to  put  them  down  with  care.  There  were 
interests  of  his  cnnsiiluents  involvedt  farmera  who  go 
to  the  West  to  purchase  lands  to  make  a  pruvttion  Fur 
their  children,  (and  Ite  conndered  this  description  of 
persons  the  most  desirable  settlers  on  the  public  landst) 
and  those  tntereais  he  should  lalce  care  to  tee  attended  t", 
ao  faraa  bis  vote  was  concerned. 

He  wished  to  hear  the  member  from  lliasisslppi,  be- 
cause he  knew  that  he  ahould  derive  much  Taluable  in* 
formation  from  him;  and  then  he,  for  one  of  the  friends 
of  the  adm'tnisiration,  ahould  take  the  re^mnaibility  of 
voting  for  BHch  a  reasonable  postponement  as  would  al- 
low othcr'grntlemen  an  opportunity  of  giving  their  views. 
He  had  no  objection  to  a  poatponement  till  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
postponement  might  not  be  quite  so  long  aa  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.Cuv]  wiahed.  He  was  willing 
to  give  ft  reasonable  lime,  in  order  that  gentlemen  miyht 
be  prepared  to  expreas  their  opinions  on  this  very  im- 
portant subject.  This  waa  confessedly  known  on  all 
hands  to  be  a  moat  impoKant  bill— one  that  required  to 
he  examined  wilh  care,  and  amended  in  a  way  that  would 
give  every  interest  in  the  country  its  fair  proportion  of 
the  public  domain,  aa  far  aa  practicable.  Now,  he  waa 
one  of  the  Cummittee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  h«  had 
concurred  in  reporting  this  bill,  but  it  had  some  defecta, 
and  it  waa  brought  forward  wilh  the  hope  that,  by  a  full 
discussion  in  the  Senate,  aufficient  light  would  be  thrown 
on  the  aubject  to  render  it  as  perfect  as  the  nature  of  it 
would  permit.  He  was  disposed  to  give  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewixe,]  who  was  known  to  be  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill,  and  to  all  other  gentlemen  who  were 
anxious  to  apeak  on  it,  a  full  opportunity  of  being  beard  i 
and  he,  for  one,  as  a  friend  of  the  adminbtfation,  thought 
that  in  all  mattera  of  legialation  Ihera  ahould  be  a  auffi- 
cient and  a  perfect  underalandtng  of  the  aubject.  Tbia 


was  neoeaaary,  if  they  wid»ed  the  buaioeas  to  be  •til 
done.  If  the  tdiairman  of  the  comaMttee  wished  to  p 
on  lo.day,  let  him  (s^  Hr.  K.)  go  on,  and  then,  bya 
poatponement,  give  a  reasonable  lime  to  other  gaul^ 
men  who  wiahed  to  be  heard  on  the  aubject.  Thi*  ia- 
dulgence,  though  a  member  of  the  minority,  be  would 
never  hesitate  to  give. 

Hr.  CLAY  said,  that  although  be  should  prtler  Ibit 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  had  been  present  to  bear  the  »• 
position  of  the  Senator  from  Hitsisaippi,  [Mr.  W&utn,] 
yet,  after  Ibc  manly  and  independent  aentiMots  he  (Mr. 
C.)  had  beard  expressed  by  the  Senator  from  PcaaqiV 
vania  and  the  Senator  from  Ataibama,  be  wouU  Mlbt*- 
ilate  to  withdraw  bis  motion.  Under  all  the  circuMtas' 
ces,  if  the  Senator  did  not  see  the  propriety  of  a  (MM. 
ponement  till  Monday,  pertiapl  he  would  go  oa  vilh  Ui 
remarks. 

Mr.  WALKBR,  after  some  remarka,  then  sub^ted 
an  amendment  from  the  Committee  on  Public  LamK 
which  wai  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  b'dlt  aad  tbe 
further  eonstderalion  of  the  auhject  waa  postpoaed  (iU 
toMnorrow. 

EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  oflheipe' 
cial  order,  the  expunging  resolution  of  Hr  BtKrmi 

Ruotutim  lo  expunge  from  the  Jownai  the  retohdion  of 

the  Senate  of  March  28, 1834,  in  relatiim  to  FmiM 

^xkmrn  ana  the  removal  (j/*  the  depositee. 

Whereas  on  the  26tb  day  of  December,  in  tbe  ycu 
1833,  the  following  resolve  waa  moved  in  the  Senate; 

**  Rttohedy  That  bydismiiwng  the  late  Secretary  of 
the  TreaMiry,  because  he  would  not ,  contrary  to  hit  ova 
sense  of  duty,  remove  the  money  of  the  United  Siateii" 
depoaite  with  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  and  lU 
branches,  in  conformity  with  tbe  Pre  wlenl*«  opinion,  aad 
by  appointing  his  successor  to  effect  auch  ren»o«l,  which 
has  been  done,  the  President  has  assumed  the  exereiie 
of  a  power  over  tl>e  Treasury  of  Ihe  United  Slates  iwt 
granted  him  by  the  constitution  and  Uwi^  and  dangenHU 
to  the  liberties  of  Ihe  people;" 

Which  proposed  resolve  waa  altered  and  changed 
the  mover  thereof,  on  the  38th  day  of  Harch,  in  tlx 
year  1834,  ao  as  to  read  as  foUows: 

**  Reaohed,  That,  in  taking  upon  himself  Ihe  reipoa*' 
bility  of  removing  the  depositc  of  the  public  monry 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  Ihe  President  of  the  Osi- 
ted  States  has  assumed  the  exercise  of  a  power  over  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  not  granted  lo  bin  by 
constitution  and  laws,  and  dangerous  to  the  libertici  <" 
the  peoplei" 

Which  resolve,  ao  changed  and  modified  by  tite 
thereof,  on  the  same  day  and  year  laat  mentioaed,  «■> 
further  altered,  ao  as  to  read  in  theae  words: 

*'Reaohetl,  That  the  President,  in  the  late  ezecatM 
proceedings  in  relation  to  Ihe  revenue,  has  asaooKd  op* 
on  himaelf  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  tbe 
constitution  and  lawa,  but  in  derogation  of  bothf" 

In  which  last-mentioned  form  the  said  resolve,  on  tbe 
same  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  waa  adopted  ^1'^ 
Senate,  and  became  the  act  and  judgment  of 
and,  as  such,  now  remains  upon  the  journal  thereof: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  not 
the  eonalituiion,  and  waa  irregularly  and  illegal'y  adopt- 
ed by  Ihe  Senate,  in  violation  of  tbe  righti  of  ^jf^ 
which  belong  to  every  cilisen,  and  in  subversion  of  Ibe 
fundamental  principles  of  law  and  justice; 
ident  Jackaon  waa  thereby  adjudged  and  proaouneeow 
be  guilty  of  an  impeachable  onience,  and  a  itigiw 
upon  him  as  a  violator  of  hta  oath  of  office,  and  of  tM 
lawa  and  eonstittuion  which  be  jras  sworn  Ip  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend, Qig*i8#«M»®«gte'**'' 
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ioipemehnient,  utd  without  allowing  to  bim  the  bene- 
fit! or  a  Iral,  or  the  moni  of  defeooc: 

And  whereas  the  Mid  rctoln,  in  all  its  various  shapes 
and  fomH*  was  onrounded  and  erronroos  in  point  of  faot, 
and  therefore  unjust  and  unrighteoua,  as  well  as  irregu- 
lar and  unauthorized  bjr  the  oonstilutioni  because  the 
said  President  Jackson,  neither  in  the  act  of  diamissing 
Mr.  Doane,  nor  in  the  apptriniment  of  Mr.  Taney,  ai 
spedfied  in  the  first  form  of  the  resolve;  nor  in  tsking 
upon  hiMselFtbe  responsibility  of  removing  the  deposilesi 
as  specified  In  the  second  bnn  of  the  same  resotvei  nor 
in  any  act  which  WM  then,  or  can  now,  be  specified  un- 
der tbe  vague  and  ambiguous  terms  of  the  general  de- 
nunciation contained  in  the  third  and  last  form-of  the  re- 
solve, did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  violation  or  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  taws  and  eonttilulioD,  or  dangerous  lo  the 
liberties  of  the  people: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  was  uncer- 
tain and  ambiguous,  eontsintng  nothing  but  a  loose  and 
loatin;  charge  for  derogating  firom  the  laws  and  conati- 
tulioo,  and  assuming  ungranted  power  and  authority  in 
the  farte  exeealive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  public 
reveouei  without  s|wcifying  what  part  of  the  executive 
proceeding*,  or  what  part  of  tbe  public  revenue,  was  in- 
tended to  be  referred  tO|  or  what  parts  of  the  taw6  and 
coastHmkn  were  supposed  to  have  been  infringed)  or  in 
what  part  of  the  Union,  or  at  what  period  of  his  admtiiis- 
trslion,  tbeae  late  proceedings  were  supposed  lo  have 
(ikea  phce;  thereby  putting  each  Senator  at  liberty  to 
role  in  ftvor  of  the  resolve  npon  a  separate  and  secret 
KasMi  erf*  his  own,  and  leaving  tbe  ground  of  the  Senate's 
jo^ment  to  be  guessed  at  by  the  public,  and  to  be  dif- 
ferntly  and  diversely  interpreted  by  individual  Sena- 
tors, according  to  the  private  and  particular  underslend- 
Qi  each,  contrary  to  all  the  ends  of  justice,  and  lo 
■Bthe  fomM  of  legator  judicial  proceeding;  to  the  great, 
prejudice  of  the  accused,  who  could  not  know  against 
vhat  to  defend  himnelft  and  to  the  loss  of  senatorial  re> 
iponBibility,  by  shielding  Senators  from  public  accoun'- 
ibility  for  making  up  a  judg^nt  upon  grounds  which 
the  public  cannot  know,  and  which,  if  known,  m'ighl 
prove  to  be  insufficient  in  taw,  or  unfounded  in  fact: 

And  whereas  the  specification  contained  in  the  first 
Hid  second  forms  of  the  resolve  having  been  objected  to 
In  debate,  and  ahown  to  be  insufficient  to  sustain  the 
chatyea  thejr  were  adduced  to  support,  and  it  being  well 
befievcd  that  no  majority  could  be  obtained  to  vote  for 
the  aakl  specifications,  and  the  same  having  been  actual- 
ly withdrawn  by  the  mover  in  the  face  of  the  whole  Sen- 
ate, in  consequence  of  such  objection  and  belief,  and 
before  any  vote  taken  thereupon;  (he  said  specifications 
could  not  afterwards  be  admitted  by  any  rule  of  parlia- 
mentary practice,  or  by  any  priodple  of  legal  implica- 
tion, secret  intembnmt,  or  mental  reservation,  to  remain 
and  continue  a  part  of  the  written  and  public  resolve 
from  which  they  were  thus  wilhdrawni  and,  if  they  could 
be  so  admitted,  they  would  not  be  aufficient  to  sustain 
tbe  frharfcea  therein  contained: 

And  wheriras  the  Senate  being  the  conbtitulional  tri- 
baaal  for  the  trial  of  the  President,  when  charged  by 
tbe  House  of  Bepreaentatives  with  t^encea  against  the 
hwa  and  the  conatiiution,  the  adoption  of  the  said  re- 
aolre,  before  any  impeachment  preferred  by  the  House, 
was  a  breach  of  the  privilegea  of  the  House,  not  war* 
noted  by  the  constitution;  a  subversion  of  justice;  a 
prejudication  of  a  quealion  which  mi^bt  legally  come  be- 
fore the  Senalet  and  a  disqualification  uf  that  body  to 
pfrform  its  conatiiuiional  duty  with  rsirnets  and  impar- 
tiiKly,  if  tbe  Prewdcnt  diould  thereafter  be  regularly 
ivpeacfaed  by  tbe  House  of  Representatives  for  the  same 
•ffieneei 

And  wbrreu  the  temperate,  respectful,  and  argu- 
*MWiv«  dc^enee  and  pntett  of  ib»  Freiidcni  agaioat 


the  aforesaid  proceeding  of  the  Senate  was  rejected  and 
repulsed  by  that  body,  and  was  voted  tu  be  a  breach  of 
its  privileges,  and  wss  not  permitted  to  be  entered  on  its 
journal  or  printed  among  itsdaeumentst  while  all  mera» 
rials,  petitions,  resolves,  and  remonatranees  against  Iha 
President,  however  violent  or  unfounded,  and  calculated 
to  inflame  the  people  against  him,  were  duly  and  honor- 
ably  received,  encomiastically  commented  upon  in 
speeches,  read  at  tbe  table,  ordered  to  be  printed  with 
the  long  li&t  of  naroea  attached,  referred  to  the  Finance 
Gommtttee  for  oonaidentlon,  filed  away  among  the  pub- 
lie  archives,  and  now  constKute  a  part  of  the  public  doc- 
uments of  tbe  Senate,  to  be  handed  down  to  the  latest 
posterity: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  introduced,  deba- 
ted, and  adopted,  at  a  time  and  under  circumstances 
which  had  the  effect  of  co-operating  with  the  Bank  of 
the  United  Slates  in  the  parricidal  attempt  wliicb  that 
institution  was  then  making  to  produce  a  panic  and 
preasure  in  the  countryt  to  destroy  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  President  Jackson;  to  paralyze  hia  administra- 
tion; to  govern  the  elections;  to  bankrupt  the  Stale 
banks;  ruin  their  currency;  fill  the  whole  Union  with  ter- 
ror and  distress;  and  thereby  to  extort  from  the  suffer- 
inga  and  the  alarms  of  the  people  the  restoration  of  the 
deposiles  and  llie  renewal  of  its  charter: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  is  of  evil  example  and 
dangerous  precedent,  and  stiould  never  luve  Men  re- 
ceived, debated,  or  adopted,  by  the  Senate,  or  admitted 
to  entry  upon  its  journsi:  Wherefore, 

Raolved,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunged  from  the 
journal;  and.  for  that  purpose,  that  the  Secretary  of  llie 
Senate,  at  such  time  as  tbe  Senate  may  appoint,  shall 
bring  tlie  manuscript  journal  of  the  session  183j-'34  iitto 
the  Senate,  and,  in  ihe  presence  of  the  Senate,  draw 
black  tines  round  Ihe  said  resolve,  and  write  scro&s  the 
face  thereof,  in  strong  tetters,  the  following  words: 

"Expunged  by  order  of  the  Senate,  this  day  of 

— ,  in  Ihe  year  of  our  Lord  1837.*' 

The  resolution  and  preamble  having  been  rcati,  Mr. 
BKNTON  rose  and  taid:  Mr.  President,  it  is  now  near 
three  years  «nce  the  reiiolve  was  adopted  by  the  Senate, 
which  it  ia  my  present  motion  to  expunge  from  the 
journal.  At  tbe  moment  that  this  resolv^  was  adopted, 
I  gave  notice  of  my  intention  lo  move  lo  expunge  itj 
and  then  expressed  my  confident  belief  that  ibe  motion 
would  eventually  prevail.  Tliat  expression  of  confidence 
was  not  an  ebullition  of  vanity,  or  a  prfsumptuous  calcu- 
lation, intended  to  accelerate  tlie  event  it  sflTicted  lo 
foretell.  It  was  not  a  vain  boast,  or  an  idle  asaumpiion, 
but  was  the  result  of  a  deep  conviction  of  tlie  iitjustice 
done  President  Jsckson,  and  a  thon  ugli  reliance  upon 
Ihe  justice  of  the  Anurican  people.  1  felt  that  the 
President  had  been  wronged;  and  my  heart  told  me  that 
this  wrong  would  be  redressed.  Tlie  event  proves  that 
I  was  not  mistakcR.  The  question  of  expunging  this 
resolution  has  been  carried  to  the  people,  and  iheir  de- 
cision has  been  liad  upon  it.  They  decide  in  favi-r  of 
Ihe  expurgation;  and  their  decision  has  been  both  made 
and  manifeated,  and  communicated  lo  ua  in  a  great  vaii- 
ely  of  ways.  A  great  number  of  Statta  have  expressly 
instructed  their  Senators  to  vote  for  this  expurgation. 
A  very  great  majority  of  the  Slates  have  elected  Sena- 
tors and  Uepreseni alive s  to  Congress,  upon  tbe  express 
ground  of  favoring  this  expurgation.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  State%  which  took  the  initiative  in  the  accusa. 
tion  against  the  President,  and  furnished  the  material 
and  worked  the  mHcIiintry  »hich  was  used  ■gaitul  him, 
and  which  waa  then  ao  powerful  on  this  floor,  lias  be- 
come more  and.  more  odious  to  the  public  mind,  and 
musters  now  but  a  slender  phalanx  uf  friends  in  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress.  The  late  prttMential  election  fur- 
DiiAci  additional  CTidcii9|itftlcmfMjsi@a@ifii[|^  Tha 
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CBndidale  who  wu  the  friend  of  Preiident  Jackaon,  the 
■upportrrof  hiaad«inis*ntion,«nd  (he  trowed  advocate 
for  the  cxpur^tioRt  hu  received  a  Itrge  majority  of  the 
■uflVsgea  of  the  whole  Union,  and  that  after  an  ezpren 
declaration  of  hit  Kntimenti  on  this  precise  point.  The 
evidence  of  the  public  will,  exhibited  in  all  theae  forms. 
Is  too  manifest  to  be  mistaken,  too  explicit  lo  require  il- 
liistration,  and  loo  imperative  to  be  diiref^rded.  Omit- 
Ang  detaila  and  specific  enumeration  ofproofa,  1  refer  to 
our  own  files  for  the  instnictioiw  to  expunge— to  the 
complexion  of  llie  two  Houaea  for  llie  temp'  r  of  the 
people — to  the  denationalized  condition  of  ibe  Bank  of 
tlie  United  States  for  the  fitie  of  the  imperiuas  accuser — 
and  to  the  issue  of  tlie  presidential  election  for  the  an- 
swer of  the  Union,  All  these  sre  pregnant  proofs  of  the 
public  will{  and  the  last  pre-eminenily  so — because  buih 
the  question  of  the  expurgation  and  the  form  of  the  pro- 
cess  were  directly  put  in  issue  upon  it.  A  represenlalire 
of  the  people  from  the  Stale  of  Kentucky  formally  in- 
terrogated a  prominent  candidate  for  the  presidency  on 
these  points,  and  required  frnm  him  a  pubic  answer,  for 
the  information  of  (he  public  mind.  The  answer  was 
given,  and  puhlisfari),  and  read  by  alt  (be  volers  before 
the  ekction;  and  I  deem  it  right  lo  refer  lo  that  answer 
in  (his  place,  not  only  as  evidence  of  the  points  put  in 
issue,  but  also  for  the  purpose  ofdfiing  more  ample  jus- 
tice to  President  Jackanii,  by  incorporating  into  tite  legis- 
lative hiitory  of  this  case  the  liigli  and  honorable  testi- 
mony in  hia  favor  of  the  eminent  cilixen  who  has  just 
been  exalted  to  the  lufly  himora  of  the  American  prcai- 
dency : 

*'  Yuur  last  question  seeks  to  know  '  my'  opinion  as  to 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  Senate  or  House  of  Itep- 
resenlatives  to  expunge  or  obliterate  ftvm  the  journals 
the  prfKeedings  of  •  previous  session. 

"  You  will,  I  am  aurr,  be  aatisfied,  upon  further  consid- 
eration, that  there  are  but  few  queslioni  of  a  political 
character  leas  connected  with  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
Prnident  of  the  United  Stales,  or  that  might  not  with 
equal  propriety  be  put  by  an  elector  to  a  candidate  fur 
that  station,  than  tins.  Will)  the  journals  of  neither 
House  of  CqngresB  can  he  prnperly  have  any  thing  to  dv. 
But  as  your  question  has  doubiless  been  induced  by  the 
pendency  of  Colonel  Bentnn's  resolutions  to  expunge 
frum  the  journals  of  the  Senate  certain  other  resolutions 
touching  the  official  conduct  of  President  Jackson,  I  pre- 
fer (o  say  that  I  regard  the  pa»;age  of  Colonel  Denton's 

Jireamble  and  renolutions  to  be  an  act  of  justice  lo  a 
uithful  and  greatly  injured  public  s«r»Bn^  not  only  oon- 
stituiional  in  itwlf,  but  imperinualy  demanded  by  a 
proper  respect  for  the  well-known  will  of  the  people." 

I  do  not  pmpoae,  8>r,  to  draw  violent,  unwarranted, 
or  strained  inferences.  I  do  nnt  assume  to  say  lhat  the 
ijueatlon  of  this  expui^tinn  waa  a  leading  ur  a  cnntnd- 
Itiig  point  in  the  irsue  of  this  election.  [  do  not  assume 
to  asy,  or  insinuate,  that  every  individual,  and  every 
voter,  delivered  his  suffrage  with  reference  to  this  ques- 
tion. Doubtless  there  were  many  exceptions.  Still, 
the  Iriumfthani  elrction  of  the  candidate  who  bad  ex- 
pressed himself  in  the  terms  ju<tt  quoted,  and  who  wan, 
besides,  the  personal  and  political  friend  of  President 
Jackson,  and  the  avowed  approver  of  his  administratinn, 
must  be  admitted  lo  a  place  among  the  proofs  in  this 
case,  and  ranked  amimg  ibe  high  concurring  evidences 
of  the  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  motion  which  I 
make. 

Aisuming,  (hen,  that  we  have  afcertaincd  the  will  of 
the  people  nn  this  great  quealion,  the  inquiry  presents 
iXH^tt  bow  f»r  the  express'on  of  that  will  ought  lo  be 
GonelusiTe  of  our  action  here.  I  hold  that  it  ought  to  be 
binding  and  obliEatory  upon  usi  and  lhat,  not  only  upon 
the  pnneiplea  of  representative  govtmment,  which  re- 
quire obedience  to  Ibe  knowu  will  of  tbc  people,  but 


also  in  conformity  to  tbc  prindpka  upon  which  tbe  pra. 
ceeding  i^inst  Preaidcnt  Jaekaon  waa  condoclcd,  «Ma 
the  sentence  againat  luiii  was  adopted.  Tbeii,eRf;! 
thing  waa  done  with  especial  reference  to  tbe  wiH  oTllia' 
people.  1'lieir  impulsion  waa  assumed  to  be  (be  id>i 
motive  to  action,  and  to  them  tbe  uUinate  verdict  vw 
evprcstly  referred.  The  whole  machinery  of  alara  ud 
pressure,  every  engine  of  politied  and  moneyed  pos-i 
er,  wsa  put  in  motion,  and  worked  for  many  mmbt,  to 
excite  tbe  people  against  the  President,  and  t«  tlirup, 
meetings,  menotia^  petitiotw,  travdNng  eoouiwttrt^i 
and  diatreaa  deputations,  againat  Umt  and  each  tfrnfiad 
of  popular  discontent  was  hailed  aa  an  evidence  of  pub- 
lic will.and  quoted  here  as  proof  that  the  people  deiaandtd 
the  condemnation  of  the  President.  Not  only  lejiAliw 
assemblies,  and  memorials  from  large  asaenblm,  wtn 
then  produced  here  aa  evidence  of  public  opiaioo,  btfl 
llie  petitions  of  boys  under  age,  the  remoiMnaBcsof  i 
few  signers,  and  the  results  of  the  meat  incoMidei^ 
elections,  were  ostentatiously  paraded  and  nsfufied  ■! 
the  evidence  of  the  sovereign  will  of  cur  constilueatai 
Thus,  sir,  the  public  voice  was  every  th'mg,  while  tkit 
voice,  |Mrlis1ly  obtained  through  polilical  and  peeaaiuj 
machrn-tiions,  waa  adverse  to  the  Preaidcnt.  'Ilieii,  ihe 
popular  will  was  the  shrine  at  which  all  wonbipptd. 
Now,  wtien  that  will  ia  regularly,  soberly,  repwltdlj, 
and  almost  unlveraatly,  expressed  through  the  baUot-bni 
es,  at  the  various  elections  and  turns  out  tube  w  iiwe 
of  tbe  Preaidcnt,  certainly  no  one  can  diiri-|ard  n,  w 
otherwise  look  at  it  than  as  tlie  aulemn  verdct  uf  0* 
competent  and  ultimate  tribunal,  upon  an  vme  tortr 
made  up,  fully  argued,  and  dniy  submitted  for  deewm. 
Aa  Biich  verdict,  I  receive  it.  A»  ibe  deliberaie  renW 
of  the  sovereign  people,  I  bow  to  it.  1  am  cooleBl  I 
do  not  mean  to  reopen  the  case,  ni.r  lo  recomweneew 
argumept.  I  leave  that  work  to  others,  if  any  cHbefl 
choose  lo  perform  it.  For  myaelf,  I  am  conteati  la^ 
dbpenung  with  fiirther  argument,  t  shall  call  for 
ment,  and  ask  to  have  execution  done  upon  tiat  untop- 
py  journal,  which  the  verdict  of  millons  of  fr«"rt 
finds  guilty  of  bearing  on  iu  face  an  unlroe,  illegal,  W 
unctmsiilutional  sentence  of  condemnation  agair*  m 
approved  President  of  the  repubBc.  ^^ 
But.  while  declining  to  reopen  tbe  argument  o(  m 
question,  and  rafuaing  to  tread  over  again  U  c  gm^ 
already  traversed,  tlicK  ia  another  and  a  difTtreoi  wt 
lo  perform!  one  which  the  approaching  termiwi'l*  " 
Presiflent  Jackson's  administration  makes  P*™™2 
proper  at  this  time,  and  which  it  ia  my  P"T"f8''^ 
perliapB  my  duty,  to  execute,  aa  being  the 
elusion  to  the  arduous  eonteat  in  which  we  l>»»«  "**"Jr 
long  engaged:  I  allude  to  the  general 
ministration,  and  lo  its  effect,  for  good  or  for  e*|^"P" 
the  condition  of  hia  country.  This  is  the  P*??" 
for  such  a  view  to  be  Uken.  Tbe  polilical  f»»^  " 
this  great  man  now  draws  to  a  close-  In  httle  "^T" 
fony  days  he  cewes  to  be  a  public  chsracter.  *" 
brief  weeks  he  ceases  to  be  an  object  of  P«''.'t"  f T 
to  any,  and  ahnuld  cease  lo  be  an  object  of  PW'"??  "5 
or  envy,  to  all.  Whatever  of  moilve  ll«  •*^Tp 
time-serving  m^t  have  found  in  bU  exalted  , 
rairing  the  altar  of  adulation,  and  bunring  the  *P^r^^ 
praise  before  bim,  that  motive  can  no  longer  .  ,  ^ 
dispenser  of  the  patronage  nf  an  empire— i" 
Ihia  great  confederacy  of  Stales— is  soon  t«  be  a  pn 
individual,  stripped  of  all  power  toreaanlortopuwr 
Mis  own  thouftht?,  as  he  hu  shown  u«  tn  the  <^"*J  j* 
paragraph  of  lhat  message  which  is  to  be  the  "  j 
kind  that  we  ahall  ever  receive  from  biot,  "V'"*;: 
lu  that  beloved  retirement  from  which  he  was  dn^nj^ 
the  voice  of  roilliona  of  freemen,  and  to  vhicb  wn^ 
luoka  for  lhat  interval  of  repMC  which  ""I^Vm 
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be  a  njbject  Tor  the  ebullition  of  the  passion*^  Bnd  ptasea 
iato  •  crancter  ri>r  tlie  contemplition  of  history.  Hia- 
lorieallyt  tlien*  ahall  I  view  htm;  aiwl,  liniiting  thia  view  to 
hb  eiTil  adminittntiuii,  I  denand  where  la  there  a  chief 
naftitnite  of  whom  ao  much  evil  bw  been  predicted*  and 
Aoai  wbon  BO  much  goodhaaeome?   Never  haa  any  man 
entered  upon  the  chief  magistracy  f»f  a  country  under 
such  appalling  predictions  of  ruin  and  wo!  never  has 
any  one  been  so  pursued  with  direful  prognostications! 
Never  has  any  one  been  ao  beset  and  impeded  by  a  power- 
fal  combination  of  polilica)  and  moneyed  eonfederatea! 
Never  has  anyone  in  any  country*  where  the  adminialra- 
tian  tif  justice  has  rirni  above  the  knife  or  the  bow-Btring, 
bee«  so  lawleaslyand  diamelesaly  tried  and  condemn^ 
by  livals  an-t  enemiea,  without  Hearing,  without  defence* 
without  the  forms  of  law  or  justice!    History  has  been 
rmBsaeked  to  find  examples  of  tyrants  sufficiently  odious 
t*  iHuatrate  him  by  compariaon.    Language  has  been 
tortured  to  find  epttheta  sufficiently  strong  to  paint  him 
.  in  description.    Imagination  has  been  exhausted  in  her 
efforts  to  deck  him  with  revolting  and  inhuman  attributes. 
Tynnt,  despot,  usurpert  destroyer  of  the  liberties  of 
haeoiutryt  rash,  ignorant,  imbecilet  endangering  the 
peb^  peace  with  all  foreign  nationa;  destroying  domes- 
tic prosperity  at  hornet  ruining  all  indust^,  all  com- 
merce,  all  nanu  factories;  annihilating  conndence  be- 
tween man  and  man;  delivering  up  the  streets  of  populous 
cities  to granand  weeds,  and  the  wharveaof  commerciat 
tons  (o  the  encumbrance  of  decaying  vessels,  depriving 
Isbor  of  all  rewardt  depriving  industi^  of  alt  employ- 
acBtf  deatn^ing  the  currency;  plunging  an  innocent 
and  bappy  people  from  the  aummit  of  felicity  to  the 
depths  of  misery,  want,  and  despair.    Such  is  the  feint 
oalline,  followed  up  by  actual  condemnation,  of  the 
appalling  denancialiona  daily  uttered  against  this  one 
man,  from  the  moment  be  became  an  object  of  poiitical 
competition,  down  to  the  eooehiding  moment  of  hia  po> 
niieal  exiatenoe. 

The  aacred  voice  of  inspiration  has  told  us  that  there 
is  a  lime  for  all  things.  There  certainly  has  been  a 
for  evc^  evil  that  human  nature  admits  of  to  be 
vaticifMted  of  President  Jackson's  administration;  equal- 
ly  certain,  the  time  has  now  cume  for  alt  rational  and 
weltdiapoBed  people  to  compare  the  predictions  with 
Ibe  feet^  and  to  ask  themselves  if  these  calamitous  prog- 
imtieatioiM  have  been  verified  by  eventaf  Have  we 
peace,  or  war,  wHh  foreign  nationar  Certunly,  we  have 
peace!  peace  with  all  the  world!  peace  with  all  ita  be- 
tigpf  MM  felinUKis,  and  beneficent  influences!  Are  we 
respected  or  despised  abroad.^  Certainly  the  American 
name  never  waa  more  honored  thn>ughout  the  four  qnar- 
lers  of  the  globe,  than  in  this  very  moment.  Do  we  hear 
of  indignity  or  outrage  in  any  quarter?  uf  merchants  : 
robbed  in  foreign  ports?  of  vessels  searched  on  the  high 
aeaa?  of  American  etiixens  impressed  into  foreign  ser- 
wiea?  of  the  mUional  flag  iniulted  any  where?  On  the 
contrary,  we  tee  former  wronga  repaired;  no  new  ones 
inflicted*  I^ance  paya  twenty-live  millions  of  francs  for 
•pofiatifms  committed  thirty  years  ago;  Naples  pays  two 
sHiRkms  one  hundred  thousand  ducats  for  wrongs  of  the 
aaiae  date;  Denmark  pays  six  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
rtxdollarafor  wrongs  done  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago;, 
Spain  enjrages  to  pay  twelve  millions  of  reala  velon  for 
in|uriesof  nfteen  years*  datct  and  Portugal,  the  last  in 
the  fist  of  former  aggresiors  admits  her  liability,  and 
only  waits  the  adjustinent  of  detuls  to  close  her  account ' 
by  adequate  in&mnity.  So  fer  from  war,  insult,  con- 
tempt, and  spoliation,  from  abrosd*  ibis  denounced  ad- 
nnmstration  has  been  the  season  of  peace  and  good  will, 
and  the  auspiaous  era  of  universal  reparation.  So  far 
from  suffering  injury  at  the  hands  of  foreign  Powers,  our 
merchants  have  received  indemnities  for  all  former  tn- 
juriei.  It  has  been  the  day  of  accounting,  of  settlement, 
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and  of  retribution.  The  long  list  of  arrearages,  ex- 
tending through  four  successire  previous  administrations, 
has  been  closed  and  settled  up.  The  wrongs  done  to 
commerce  for  thirty  years  back,  and  under  so  many 
difTerent  Presidents*  and  indemnities  withheld  from  all, 
have  been  repaired  and  paid  over  under  the  beneficent 
and  glorious  administration  of  President  Jackson.  Hut 
one  single  instance  of  outrage  lias  occurred,  and  that  at 
the  extremities  of  the  world,  and  by  a  piratical  horde, 
amenable  to  no  law  but  the  law  of  force.  The  Malays 
of  Summatra  committed  a  robbery  and  massacre  upon 
an  American  vessel.  Wretches!  they  did  not  then  know 
that  Jackson  was  President  of  the  United  Stata!  and 
that  no  distance*  no  time,  no  idle  ceremonial  of  treating 
with  robbera  and  assassins*  was  to  hold  back  the  arm  of 
juaiice.  Commodore  Downes  went  out.  His  cannon 
and  his  bayonets  struck  the  outlaws  in  their  den.  They 
paid  in  terror  and  in  blood  for  the  outrage  which  was 
committed;  and  the  great  lesson  was  taught  to  iheae 
distant  pirates — to  our  antipodes  themselves — that  not 
even  the  entire  diameter  of  this  globe  could  protect 
them!  and  that  the  name  of  American  eitixen,  like  tint 
of  Roman  citiaen  in  the  great  days  of  the  republic  and 
of  the  empire,  was  to  be  the  inviolable  pas^ort  of  all 
that  wore  it  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  habit- 
able world. 

At  home  the  most  gratifying  picture  presents  itself  to 
the  view:  the  public  debt  psid  ofT;  taxes  reduced  one 
half;  the  completion  of  the  public  defences  systematiesl- 
ly  commencedi  the  compact  with  Genrgis,  uncomplied 
with  since  1803*  now  carried  into  effect,  and  her  soil 
ready  to  be  freed*  as  her  jurisdietioo  has  been  delivered 
from  the  presence  and  encumbrance  of  an  Indian  popu- 
lation. Mississippi  and  Alabama,  Geoi^ia,  Tennessee 
and  North  Caroltna,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri, 
and  Arkansas,  in  a  word,  all  the  States  encumbered  with 
an  Indian  population,  have  been  relieved  from  that  en- 
eumbrancet  and  the  Indiana  themselves  hsve  been  truis- 
ferred  to  new  and  permanent  homes,  every  way  better 
adapted  to  the  ciOoynent  of  their  existence,  the  preser- 
vation of  their  rights,  and  tbe  improvement  oftbeir  con- 
dition. 

The  currency  is  not  ruined !  On  the  contrarj',  seven- 
ty-five millions  of  specie  in  the  country  is  a  spectacle 
never  seen  before,  and  is  the  barrier  of  the  people 
against  the  designs  of  any  hanks  which  may  attempt  to 
suspend  payments,  and  to  force  a  didionored  paper  cur- 
rency upon  the  community.  These  seventy-five  mil- 
lions  are  the  aecurily  of  the  people  against  the  dangers 
of  a  depreciated  and  inconvertible  paper  money.  Qold, 
after  a  disappearance  of  thirty  years,  is  restored  to  our 
country.  All  Kurope  beholds  with  admiration  the  suc- 
cess of  our  efforts,  in  three  years*  to  supply  ourselves 
with  the  currency  which  our  constitution  gtiaranties,  and 
which  ihe  example  of  France  and  Holland  shows  to  be 
so  easily  attainable,  and  of  such  incalculable  vahie  to  in- 
dustry, morals*  economy,  and  aolid  wealth.  The  suc- 
cess of  these  efiVirts  is  styled.  In  the  best  London  papers, 
not  merely  a  refurmation,  but  a  remdution  in  the  carren' 
cy!  a  revolution  by  which  our  America  is  now  regaining 
from  Europe  the  gold  aiid  silver  which  she  hu  been 
sending  to  them  for  thirty  years  past. 

Domestic  industry  is  not  paralyzed,  confidence  ia  not 
destroyed,  factories  are  not  stopped*  workmen  are  not 
mendicants  for  bread  and  employment,  credit  is  not  ex- 
tinguished, prices  have  not  sunk,  grass  is  not  growing 
in  the  streets  of  populous  cities*  tbe  wbarveB  sre  not 
lumbered  with  decaying  vesse's,  columns  of  curses,  rising 
from  the  bosoms  of  a  ruined  and  agonized  people,  are 
not  ascending  to  heaven  against  llie  destroyer  of  a  na- 
tion's fclicily  and  prosperity.  On  the  contrary,  Ike  re- 
verse of  all  tbia  is  true!  and  trtic  to/^egm  thiLuton- 
ishessnd  bewilders  tbe  Ittaiiaeci  ti'fcajPM^tlKis  not 
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gold  thit  glilteni  that  ihere  ia  a  difference  between  ■ 
■pecioui  and  a  solid  prosperity.  I  know  ttmt  i  part  of 
the  present  prosperity  is  apparent  only,  the  effect  of  an 
increase  of  fifty  millions  or  paper  moner  forced  into  cir- 
culation by  one  thotisand  banks;  but  aRer  makinff  due 
alliiwance  for  this  ficlilious  ami  delusive  excess,  (tie  real 
prosperity  of  the  country  ia  still  unprecedently  and  tran* 
scendenlly  f^reat.  1  know  that  every  flow  must  be  fol- 
lowed by  its  ebb,  that  every  expansion  muat  be  follow- 
ed by  its  contraction.  I  know  that  a  revulsion  in  the 
paper  system  is  inevilablet  but  I  know,  also,  that  these 
feeventy-flve  miiriona  of  gold  and  lulver  is  the  bulwark  of 
the  country,  and  will  enable  eveiy  honest  bark  to  meet 
Its  liabilities,  and  every  prudent  o'ltixen  tu  lake  care  of 
himseir. 

TurninfT  to  some  points  in  the  civil  adminlsl  ration  of 
president  Jackaon,  and  how  much  do  we  not  find  to  ad- 
mire !  The  great  cause  of  the  constitution  has  been  vin- 
dicated from  an  imputation  of  more  than  forty  yearu*  du- 
ration.  He  has  demonstrated,  by  the  fact  itself,  that  a 
national  bank  is  not  "necessary**  to  the  Ibeal  operations 
of  the  Federal  Government,  and  in  that  demonstration 
he  has  upset  the  argument  of  General  Hamilton,  and  the 
decision  of  (he  Supreme  Court  ofther  United  States,  and 
all  that  ever  has  been  said  in  favor  of  the  conslitutionaliiy 
of  a  national  bank.  All  this  argument  and  decision  rest- 
ed upon  the  aingle  aisiimption  of  the  "necessity**  nf 
that  tn&tilulion  to  the  Federal  Government.  He  has 
rtiown  it  is  not  *' necessaryt"  that  the  currency  of  the 
constitution,  and  especially  a  gold  currency,  is  all  that 
the  Federal  Government  wants,  and  thai  she  can  get 
that  whenever  she  pleases.  In  this  single  set  he  has 
vindicated  the  conatilulion  from  an  unjust  imputation, 
and  knocked  from  under  the  decision  uf  (he  Supreme 
Court  the  assumed  fact  on  which  it  rested.  He  has  pre- 
pared the  way  Tor  the  reversal  uf  that  decision  i  and  it  is  a 
question  for  lawyers  to  answer,  whether  the  case  is  nut 
npe  for  the  appl'eation  of  tliat  writ  of  most  remedial  na- 
tore,  SB  Lord  Coke  calls  it,  and  which  was  invented  lest 
In  any  case  there  shouM  he  an  oppressive  defect  of  jus- 
tice— the  venerable  writ  of  audita  querela  defendentit — to 
ascertain  the  truth  or  a  fact  l)a|ipening  since  the  juflgr 
ment,  and  upon  the  due  finding  of  w  hich  the  judgment 
will  be  vacated.  Let  the  lawyers  bring  their  books, 
and  answer  us  if  there  ia  not  a  case  here  presenttd  fur 
the  application  of  that  ancient  and  most  remedial  writ. 

From  President  Jackson  the  country  hss  first  learned 
the  true  theory  and  practical  intent  of  the  constitution, 
in  giving  to  the  Executive  a  qualified  negative  on  the 
legislative  power  of  Congress.  Far  from  being  an  odi- 
ous, dangerous,  or  king'y  prerogative,  this  power,  as 
vested  in  the  President,  is  nothing  but  a  quahfied  copy 
of  the  famous  veto  power  vested  in  the  tribunes  of  the 
people  among  (he  Komans,  and  intended  to  suspend  the 
passage  of  a  lay  until  the  people  themselves  should  have 
time  to  consider  it.  The  qualified  veto  oftlie  President 
destroys  no(hingt  it  only  delays  the  passage  of  a  law, 
and  refers  it  to  the  people  for  -their  considerntion  and 
decision,  ll  is  the  reference  of  the  law,  nut  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Huuse,  or  of  (he  whole  Htjuse,  but  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  Unim.  It  is  a  recommitment  of 
the  bill  to  the  people,  for  ihem  to  examine  and  consid- 
ert  *nd  if,  upun  this  examination,  they  are  content  to 
pass  it,  it  will  pass  at  the  next  session.  The  delay  of  a 
lew  months  is  the  only  effect  of  a  veto  io  a  cose  where 
the  people  shall  ultimately  approve  a  lsw(  where  (bey 
do  not  approve  it,  the  interposition  of  the  veto  is  the 
barrier  which  saves  ihem  the  infliction  of  a  lav,  (he  re- 
peal cif  which  might  afterwards  be  aloinst  tmpussible. 
The  qualified  nrgative  i?,  therefore,  a  beneficent  power, 
intended,  as  General  Hamilton  expressly  declares  in  the 
Federalial,  to  protect,  first,  the  executive  department 
from  the  eDeroachmentB  of  the  legislatire  department] 


and,  secondly,  to  preserve  the  people  from  haay,  il»i> 
gerous,  or  criminal  legislation  on  the  part  of  their  re|tr^ 
senUtives.  This  is  the  design  and  intention  of  the  veie 
povert  and  the  fear  expressed  by  General  Hamihm  «^ 
that  Presidenti,  so  far  fromexerctsing  it  too  often,  would 
not  exercise  it  as  often  as  the  safely  of  the  people  k- 
quired}  that  they  migfit  lack  the  moral  courage  to  Make 
themselves  in  opposition  to  a  favorite  measure  of  the 
majority  uf  tbe  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  thus  dt- 
prive  the  people,  in  many  instances,  of  their  rigbi  Co 
pass  upon  a  bill  before  it  becumea  a  final  law.  Tbe 
case's  in  which  President  Jackson  has  exercised  ibe  nto 
power  has  shown  the  soundness  of  these  obsemtimii. 
No  ordinary  President  would  have  staked  himself  apinsi 
the  Bsnk  of  the  Uijited  States,  and  the  two  Hooaei  of 
Congress,  In  1833.  It  required  President  Jicbon  to 
confront  that  power— to  stem  that  torrent— to  Uiy  the 
progress  uf  that  charter,  and  to  refer  it  to  the  people 
for  their  decision.  His  moral  courage  was  equil  In  the 
crisis.  He  arrested  the  charter  untd  it  could  go  to  the 
people,  and  they  have  arrested  it  forever.  Hadhe  Mlj 
done  so,  the  charter  would  have  become  law,  snd  iti 
repeal  almott  impossible.  Tlie  people  of  tbe  shale 
Union  would  now  have  been  in  the  condition  of  tbe  pto-i 
pie  of  Pennsylvatiia,  bestrode  by  the  monsler,  indn^' 
conflict  with  him,  and  maintaining  a  doubtful  contest  W 
supremacy  between  the  Government  of  a  Stateand  tke 
directory  of  a  moneyed  corporation. 

To  detail  speeific  acts  which  adorn  tliesdmini(tnliM| 
of  Preaident  Jackson,  and  illustrate  the  intuitive  s^^! 
of  his  intellect,  the  firmness  of  his  mind,  his  diiregira' 
of  personal  popularity,  and  his  entire  devotion  to  tbei 
public  good,  would  be  inconmstent  with  this  npid 
sketch,  intended  merely  to  present  general  vie»i,in() 
not  to  detail  single  sctions,  howsoever  worthy  they  iwj 
be  of  a  splendid  page  in  the  volume  of  history.  But  hov; 
can  we  pauover  the  great  measure  of  the  removal  of  tl>^ 
public  moneys  from  the  Bank  of  (he  United  Stitet  in  (lt« 
autamn  of  1833?  that  wise,  heroic,  and  masterly  nnt' 
ureof  prevention,  which  hss  rescued  an  empire  M 
the  fangs  of  a  merciles",  revengeful,  greedy,  iMat'""] 
implacable,  moneyed  ^ower!  It  is  a  remark  for  wbieh  I 
am  indebted  to  the  philosophic  observation  of  roy  nw* 
esteemed  colleogiie  and  friend,  (pointing  to  Dr.  \.iis,) 
that,  while  it  requires  f^r  greater  talent  to  forisrt*' 
evil  before  it  happens,  and  to  arrest  it  hy  p'ec»uii«i»'T 
measures,  than  it  requires  to  apply  an  adequate  remtny 
to  the  same  evil  after  it  has  happened,  yet  the  spptao^ 
bestowed  by  the  world  is  always  greatest  la  tbeUtta 
case.  Of  ttiis  the  removal  of  the  public  monryi  f"'" 
the  Bank  of  the  United  S!a(cs  ia  an  eminent  iiuUncr- 
The  veiu  of  1832,  which  arrested  the  chsrtcr 
Congress  had  granted,  immediHtety  received  lb*  »P" 
plause  and  approbation  of  a  majority  of  the  CnioDi  tM 
removal  of  the  depusites,  which  prevented  tbebaDk  'rw 
forcing  a  re  charter,  was  disspproved  by  a  large  mijnntf 
uf  the  country,  and  even  of  his  own  friends;  yet  the  feic 
would  have  been  unn-ailing,  and  tbe  bank  would 
tably  have  been  rechartered,  if  the  deposilei  had  not 
b^en  removed.  The  immense  sums  of  pubic  mon^ 
since  acfumulkted  would  huve  enabled  !he  bank,  if  ** 
had  retained  the  possession  «f  it,  to  have  coerced  »  «■ 
charier.  Nothing  but  the  removal  could  have  prcwnlefl 
her  from  extorting  a  recharter  from  the  sufferings 
terrors  of  the  people.  If  it  had  not  been  for  that  me"; 
ure,  the  previous  veto  wouM  have  been  unavailing! 
bank  would  have  been  sgain  installed  in  power,  and 
entire  Federal  Government  would  have  been  held  » 
appendage  to  that  bank,  and  administered  according 
her  directions,  and  by  her  nominees.  That  f**"**!! 
ure  of  prevention,  the  removal  of  the  depoaites,  lh<^" 
feebly  and  faintly  supported  by  ftm^}^^t^rZ 
pelled  tbe  bank  from  the  field,  and  Wjijilteriirto  m' 
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uee  under  k  State  dnrter.  She '»  not  dead,  but,  hold- 
ii^  her  capital  and  itnckholden  together  under  a  State 
charter,  she  has  taken  a  position  to  watch  events,  and  to 
profit  by  them.  The  royal  tirer  has  gone  into  the 
jungle!  and,  crouched  on  his  belly,  he  awaits  the  favor* 
able  fDoment  for  emerging  from  hit  cover,  and  springing 
on  the  body  of  ibe  unsuspicious  traveller! 

The  Treasury  order  for  excluding  paper  money  from 
Uie  land  offices  is  another  wisemeaaure,  originating  in  an 
colightened  forecast,  and  preventinir  great  misehieb. 
The  Prewdeot  foresaw  the  evils  of  sunering  a  thousand 
streams  of  paper  money,  issuing  from  a  thousand  differ- 
ent banks,  to  discharge  themselves  on  the  nation&l  do- 
oiain.  He  foresaw  tiMt  if  these  currents  were  allowed 
to  run  their  course,  that  the  public  lands  would  be  swept 
away,  the  Treasury  would  be  Blled  with  irredeemable 

B per,  a  vast  number  of  banks  must  be  broken  by  their 
Ijr,  and  the  cry  set  up  that  nothing  but  a  national  bank 
could  regulate  the  currency.    He  stopped  the  course  of 
tiwse  streami  of  paper,  and,  in  so  doing,  has  saved  the 
country  from  a  great  calamity,  and  excited  anew  the 
nactunations  of  those  whose  schemes  of  gain  and  mis- 
chief have  been  disappointed,  and  who  h^  counted  on 
a  new  edition  of  panic  and  pressure,  and  again  saluting 
Congress  with  tlie  old  story  of  confidence  destroyed,  cur- 
rency  mined,  prosperity  annihilated,  and  distress  pro- 
duced, by  the  tyranny  of  one  man.    They  began  their 
higubrious  song;  but  ridicule  and  contempt  have  proved 
loo  sfiKM^  for  UKiney  and  insolencet  and  the  panio  letter 
of  the  ex-preiident  ol  the  denationalised  bank,  after 
Timping  ab'iut  for  a  few  days,  has  slirunk  from  the  Ush 
of  public  Hcom,  and  disappeared  from  the  forum  of  pub- 
lic debate. 

The  difficulty  with  Prancei  what  an  instance  it  presents 
sT  (he  superior  sagacity  of  President  Jsckson  over  all 
the  eommon-place  politicians  who  beset  and  impede  his 
idoHnistratton  at  home !  That  difficulty,  inflamed  and 
iggravaited  by  domestic  faction,  wore,,  at  one  time,  a 
(Kfftentous  aspect)  the  skill,  firmness,  elevation  of  pur- 
pos?,  and  manly  frankness,  of  the  President,  avmded  the 
danger,  accomplislied  the  object,  commanded  the  admi- 
ration of  Europe,  and  retained  the  friendship  of  France. 
He  conducted  the  delicate  affair  to  a  successful  and 
Butually  honorable  isaue.  All  is  amicably  and  happily 
terminated,  leiving  not  a  wound,  nor  even  a  scar,  le- 
hin'l — leaving  the  Frenchman  and  American  on  the 
ground  on  which  they  have  stood  for  fifty  years,  and 
rtkoold  forever  sisnd;  the  ground  of  frifndibip,  respect, 
good  will,  and  mutu«l  wishes  for  the  honor,  happiness, 
and  proeperity,  of  each  other. 

8ut  why  this  specification^  So  beneficent  and  so  glo- 
rious has  been  the  administration  of  this  President,  that 
where  to  beg^n,  and  where  to  end,  in  the  enumeration 
of  great  measures,  would  be  the  embarrassment  of  him 
who  has  his  eulwy  to  make.  He  came  into  office  the 
first  of  generals)  he  goes  nut  the  first  of  statesmen.  His 
civil  competitors  hsve  shared  the  fate  of  his  military  op- 
ponents; and  Washington  city  has  been  to  the  American 
politicians  who  have  assailed  him,  what  New  Orleans  was 
to  the  British  generals  who  attacked  his  lines.  Re- 
pulsed! driven  back!  discomfited!  crushed!  has  been 
the  bte  of  all  assailants^  foreign  and  domestic,  civil  and 
■litilary.  At  home  am]  abroad,  the  impress  of  his  genius 
and  of  hia  character  is  felt.  lie  has  impressed  upon  the 
age  io'whieh  be  lives  the  stamp  of  his  arm%  of  his  dipio* 
ma^,  and  of  his  domestic  policy.  In  a  word,  so  tran- 
Bcendentbave  been  the  merits  of  his  administration,  that 
they  have  operated  a  miracle  upon  the  minds  of  his  most 
inveterate  opponenis.  He  has  expuDged  their  objections 
to  toilitary  chieftains!  He  has  shown  them  that  they 
W're  nristakent  ibat  military  men  were  not  the  danger- 
ous nilers  they  had  imagined,  but  safe  and  prosperous 
cunductwa  of  the  vessel  of  slate.   He  has  changed  their 


fear  into  love.  With  visible  signs  they  admit  their  error, 
and,  instead  of  deprecating,  tbey  now  hivoke  the  reign 
of  chieftains.  They  labored  hard  to  procure  a  miRtary 
successor  to  the  present  incumbent;  and  if  their  love  goea 
on  increasing  st  the  same  rHte,  the  republic  may  be 
put  to  the  expense  of  periodical  wars,  to  breed  a  per* 
petual  succession  of  these  cbieftsins  to  rule  over  them 
and  tlieir  prMlerily  forever. 

To  drop  this  irony,  which  the  inconsistency  of  mad  op- 
ponents bas  provoked,  and  to  return  to  the  |ilain  de- 
lineations of  historical  painting,  the  mind  instmctively 
dwelU  on  the  vast  and  unprecedented  populariiy  of  this 
President.  Great  ia  tlie  influence,  great  the  power, 
greater  than  any  man  ever  before  possettsed  iu  our  Amer- 
ica,  which  he  has  acquired  over  the  public  mind.  And 
bow  has  he  scquired  it?  Not  by  the  arts  ofintr'gue,  or 
ilie  juggling  tricks  uf  diploniacyi  not  by  under- 
mining rivals,  or  sacrificing  public  interests  for  the 
gratification  uf  classes  or  individuals.  But  he  has  ac- 
quired it,  first,  by  the  exercise  of  an  intuitive  ssgaeily 
which,  leaving  all  book  learning  at  an  immeasurable 
distance  behind,  has  always  enabKd  him  to  adopt  the 
right  remedy,  at  the  right  time,  ami  to  contjuer  soonest 
wlien  the  men  of  forms  and  office  thought  him  most  near 
to  ruin  and  despair-  Next,  by  a  moral  courage  which 
knew  no  fear  when  the  public  good  beckoned  him  to  go 
on.  Last,  and  chiefest,  he  has  acquired  it  by  an  open 
honesty  of  purpose,  which  knew  no  conceslments;  by  a 
straight-forwanlness  of  action,  which  disdained  the 
forms  of  office  and  the  arts  of  intrigue;  by  a  disinter- 
estedness of  motive,  which  knew  no  selfish  or  sordid 
calculation;  a  devotedness  of  patriotism,  which  staked 
every  thing  personal  on  the  issue  of  every  measure 
which  the  public  welfare  required  him  to  adopt. 
these  qualities,  and  these  meanF,  he  has  acquired  bis 
prodigious  popularity  and  his  transcendent  tnnuence 
over  the  public  mind;  and  if  there  are  sny  who  envy 
that  influence  and  popularity,  let  them  envy,  also,  and 
emulate,  if  the]?  can,  the  qualities  and  means  by  which 
they  were  acquired. 

Great  has  been  the  opposition  to  President  Jackson's 
administration;  greater,  perhaps,  than  tver  has  been 
exhibited  against  anv  Government,  short  of  actual  insur- 
rection and  forcible  resistance.  Hevolulion  has  been 
proclaimed!  and  every  thine  has  been  done  that  could 
be  expected  to  produce  revolution.  The  coimtry  has 
been  alarmed,  agitated,  convulsed.  Prom  the  Senate 
chamber  to  the  village  bar  room,  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other,  denunciation,  agitation,  excite- 
ment, has  been  the  order  of  the  day.  Fur  eight  years 
the  President  of  this  republic  has  stood  upon  a  volcano, 
vomiting  fire  and  flames  upon  him,  and  tlireatening  the 
country  itself  with  ruin  and  desolation,  if  the  people  did 
not  expel  the  usurper,  d<spot,  and  tyrant,  ss  he  wss 
called,  from  the  high  place  to  which  the  suffrages  of 
millions  of  freemen  had  elevated  him. 

Great  is  the  confidence  which  he  has  always  reposed  in 
the  discernment  and  equity  of  the  American  people.  I 
have  been  accustomed  to  see  him  for  many  years,  and  un- 
der many  discouraeing  trials;  but  never  saw  him  doubt, 
for  an  instant,  the  tiltimate  suppori  of  the  people.  It  was 
my  privilege  to  see  him  often,  and  during  the  imwt 
gloomy  period  of  the  panic  conspiracy,  when  the  whole 
earth  seemed  to  be  in  commotion  against  him,  and  when 
many  friends  were  faltering,  and  stout  hearts  were 
quailing,  before  the  raging  storm  which  bank  machina- 
tion, and  senatorial  dcniinciali'-n,  had  conjured  up  to 
overwhelm  him.  I  saw  him  in  the  darkest  momenU  of 
this  gloomy  period;  and  never  did  I  ace  his  confidence 
in  the  ultimate  support  of  his  fellow-citizens  forsake  him 
for  an  instant.  He  always  said  the  people  would  stand 
hy  those  who  stand  by  tliemi  and  nobly  have  tliey  justi- 
fied that  confidcnci  !  That  verdict,  the  voice^ef  millions, 
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which  now  demands  the  expurffit'ion  of  tbkt  sentence 
which  the  Senate  and  the  bank  then  pronounced  upon 
him,  is  the  ma^ifiocnt  response  of  the  people's  hearts 
to  the  implicit  confidence  which  he  then  reposed  in 
them.  But  it  was  not  in  the  people  onl^  that  he  had 
confidenc*!  there  was  another,  and  a  far  higher  Power, 
(o  which  he  constantly  looked  to  aave  the  country,  and 
its  defenders,  from  every  danger;  and  sigiial  events 
prove  that  he  did  not  look  (o  that  high  Power  in  rain. 

Sir,  I  think  it  right,  in  spproaching  the  termination  of 
this  Rreat  question,  to  present  this  faint  and  rspid  sketch 
of  the  brilliant,  beneficent,  and  glorious  administration 
of  President  Jackson.  It  is  not  for  me  to  attempt  to  do 
it  jutticei  it  is  nf»t  fur  ordinary  men  to  attempt  its  histo* 
ry.  His  military  life,  resplendent  with  dsultng  ennU, 
will  demand  the  pen  of  a  nerroua  writeri  hia  civil  ad* 
ministration,  replete  with  scenes  which  have  called  into 
action  bo  many  and  such  various  passions  of  the  human 
heart,  and  which  has  given  to  native  sagacity  so  many 
victories  over  practised  politicians,  will  require  the  pro- 
found, luminous  and  philosophical  conceptions  of  a 
Livy,  a  Plutarch,  or  a  Sallust.  This  history  is  not  to  be 
written  tn  our  day.  The  eotemporaries  of  such  events 
are  not  Ibe  handa  to  describe  them.  Time  must  first  do 
its  office— must  silence  the  passion^  remove  the  actors, 
develop  consequences,  and  canonite  all  that  is  sacred 
to  honor,  patriotism,  and  plory.  In  after  apes  the  his- 
toric  genius  of  our  America  shall  produce  the  writers 
which  the  subject  demsnda — men  far  removed  from  the 
contests  of  this  day,  who  will  know  liow  to  estimate  lliis 
great  epoch,  and  how  to  acquire  an  immortality  for  their 
own  names  by  painting,  with  a  master's  hand,  the  im- 
mortal events  of  the  patriot  President'!  Iif<>. 

And  now,  nr,  I  finish  the  task  which,  three  years  airo, 
I  imposed  on  myself.  Solitary  and  atone,  and  amidst 
the  jeers  and  taunts  of  my  opponent!,  I  put  this  ball  in 
motion.  The  people  have  taken  it  up,  and  rolled  it  for- 
wsrd,  and  I  am  no  longer  any  thing  but  a  unit  in  the 
vast  mass  which  now  propels  it.  In  the  name  of  that 
mass  I  apeak.  I  demand  the  execution  of  the  edict  of 
the  people;  I  demand  the  expurgation  of  tliat  aentence 
which  the  voice  of  a  few  Senator*,  and  the  power  of 
their  confederate,  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  has 
caused  to  be  placed  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate,  and 
which  the  voice  of  millions  of  freemen  has  ordered  to  be 
expunged  from  it. 

When  Mr  Bxhtoh  had  concluded, 

Mr.  DANA  commenced  a  apeecli  in  aupport  of  the 
resohition,  but,  after  speaking  for  about  fifteen  minutes, 
without  concluding,  yielded  the  floor  to 

Mr.  GRUNDV,  on  whoae  motion 

Tba  Senate  adjourned. 


Fbidat,  J&suart  13. 

The  CHAIR  presented  the  credentials  of  Tbomis 
CuiTOH,  elected  a  Senator  from  Delaware,  in  the 
place  of  the  Hon.  Jonir  H.  Claxtoh,  resigned. 

EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  further  consideration  of 
the  special  order,  llie  expungirg  resolution  of  Mr.  Ben* 

TOW. 

Hr.  DANA,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  addressed 
the  Chair  as  as  follows: 

Mr.  Present:  Having  so  recently  taken  a  seat  in  this 
chamber,  and  having  neither  inclination  nor  skill  for 
public  debate,  I  should  mnst  gUdly  have  given  a  silent 
vote  on  this  subject;  but,  sir,. the  citizens  of  the  Slate 
which  I,  in  connexion  with  my  colleague,  have  the 
honor  to  represent,  take  a  deep  and  lively  interest  in 
this  que&tinn,  and  I  should  be  thought  remiss  in  my  du- 
ly, and  regardless  of  their  feelings,  were  I  to  remain 


silent  upon  it.  Maine,  air,  is  at  one  extremity  of  tbs 
Union,  in  a  high  latitude  and  cold  climatet  but,  nr,  ihe 
has  a  fertile  soil,  immense  foreste  of  timber,  viA  her 
thousand  streams  to  bear  it  to  the  oeeani  she  is  a  (writr 
Sute,  skirted  by  the  dominion  of  his  Britannio  Ttojatjt 
she  has  a  large  territory  (if  rf*e  was  permitted  to  eajuy 
It)  and  a  boundless  seaboard,  indented  with  numbcrlM 
bays  and  harborn,  filled  with  ship  yards,  itup^ud 
commerce  i  these  lead  her  citia ens  to  an  intercourw  with 
the  subjects  of  their  royal  neighbor,  and  by  them  m 
are  told  that  we  have  no  Governmenti  that  our  Kiif  a 
deposedt"  that  our  Pre«dent  has  been  tried  sad  tim- 
demned  by  our  Senate,  and  that  soon  we  i^Uj^ 
under  the  dominion  of  their  Kinif.  However  pt/Sfy^ 
this  thoiujht  may  be  to  some  in  our  Union,  it  bi  W 
few  advocates  with  us.  This  leads  the  hsrdy,  mdawv 
ous,  inquiBitive  citizens  of  the  East  to  inquire,  whattai 
our  beloved  President  done.'  is  it  true  that  the  Scnte 
have  condemed  him?  Can  it  be  that  be,  •holwtn- 
umphantly  carried  us  through  so  many  penis,  "mi  ""TJ 
been  the  people's  friend,  has  betrayed  us  at  UrtI  W 
US  look  into  iti  let  us  examine  the  subject!  Wilft  tw 
inquiring  spirit,  so  peculiar  to  the  people  of  the  Hsiw, 
my  eonstituenU  will  be  ssfisfied  with  nothing  short sfi 
fair  and  fiill  investigation  of  this  subject,  andajwtina 
impartial  decision  of  the  same.  And  that  I  wyiw 
more  readily  come  to  the  investigation  of  it,  and  pot 
wander  from  it,  I  ask  permiuion  to  have  the  resrtsuw 
of  March  58,  1834,  read  from  the  desk-    ,  ^  . 

This  resolution,  (in  these  words:  Retoktd,  Tbittsi 
President,  in  the  late  proceeding  in  relation  to  the  len- 
nue,  has  assumed  on  himself  authority  and  power  iM 
conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  dasp- 
tion  of  both,")  holds  up  the  President  to  the  P«I«^' 
uBurpert  as  a  violator  of  that  conalitvtiiHi  which  be  W 
sworn  to  support. 

My  first  inquiry.  Mr.  President,  »,  how  wu  ^ 
lution  passed?  In  what  capacity  did  thia  honorable K»- 
ate  set  when  they  passed  it?  Thia  body  has  a  lefrtj'rt 
and  executive  character,  and,  in  one  instance,  m 
one  alone,  a  judicial  character,  via:  the  tryisg  o(  «• 
peachments.     Although  Ihe  Senate  has  a  Kgw'"* 
character,  yet  it  is  presumed  that  this  body  *"i" 
BCl  in  lhat  capacity  only  on  subjecU  of  iegislaiioo. 
this  surely  could  not  be  such  i  there  is  no 
legislative  action  could  be  had.    If  the  ^''***'*J^ 
guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  conatitut'itm  and  law*  "JJ" 
had  committed  high  crimes  and  misdemeanor  i» 
laiion  would  reach  him;  he  must  be  tried  l>r  ««"!*^ 
tutlon  and  the  laws,  as  they  exisled  at  ibe  Utneof  " 
supposed  offence.    To  me  it  Is  clear  that  thrt  h«K«"J 
body  had  no  legislative  joris-liotion  on  this  subject.  i» 
they  then  act  in  their  executive  capacity?  'Jj' ""t 
their  records  show  no  such  proceeding  in  the  e»w' 
tive  business.    He  must  have  been  tried,  then,  by «" 
honorable  Senate  in  their  judicial  capacity,  and  tiiiiow 
has  the  sole  power  to  try  all  indictments  give* 
constitution,  and  when  sUtlng  for  that  purpose, 
judicial  character.    The  rules  of  procedure,  m**^?; 
December  31,  1804,  in  this  honorable  S«n»te,  to  b«  «J 
served  in  cases  of  impeachment,  require  "  'P'^iLk, 
o'clock  of  the  day  appointed  for  the  Inal  of  the  '^J^ 
ment,  Ihe  legislative  and  executive  business  ,^ 
suspended,"  and  the  Secretary  shsU  then  *Amta^^^ 
f-.llowing  oath  to  the  President  of  Ihe  .Se"**"^ 
solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  in  all  tb'iags  •PPJJ^ 
ing  to  the  trial  of  the  impeadii&etit  of  — r".^ii|. 
you  will  do  impartial  justice,  according  to  ^"'J^^^T^ 
tion  and  laws  of  the  United  Slatesi  snd  the  F"**^ 
shall  administer  Ihe  said  oath  to  each 
Tills  clearly  shows.  Mr.  President,  the 
honorible  body  had  heretofore  enteruined  * '""j^ 
powers,  and  at  *  time,  too^  when  thejjjfew  cw 
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dnp«Miorate»  Md  about  to  exerciie  itiew  hi|fh  jiidicitl 
fiinetuHM.  Herr,  vr,  jrou  And  va  important  liel,  that 
the  Senate  never  did  ezerciie  Iheir  UgiaUtire  and  Judi- 
cial fttnetiona  at  the  woie  timei  they  are  diitirtet  in  their 
utiirc^  nod  have  ever  been  ao  considered  by  tbti  honor* 
able  body*  and  so  exerciaed  by  them  until  the  S8th  of 
Maiclia  1&}4»  when,  for  some  purpose^  oF  which  I  wilt 
not  now  apeak,  fwr  the  first  time,  (and  God  prant  that  it 
mmj  be  for  the  lut,)  the  legislative  and  judicial  func- 
tiona  of  this  bod^,  contrsr)'  to  their  own  rules  of  pro- 
cedure, and  la  violation  of  the  constitution,  were  exer- 
ciaed at  one  aod  the  sane  time,  and  a  judicial  sentence 
is  clotbed  in  Icgblatire  language.  If  the  object  was, 
sir,  to  bring  a  bold  offender  to  juitice,  why  not  pursue 
the  legnl  and  constitutiona)  coarse.'  Why  violate  both? 
But  H  the  object  was  to  exhibit  the  President  as  a  daring 
osarper,  and  nnvorlhy  of  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
this  aehcnir,  this  project,  would  seem  to  b»e  been  the 
BMMt  probable  to  accomplish  it.  But  it  has  ftiled,  to- 
tally &iled. 

Agvn,  air,  another  rule  of  this  body  adopted  st  the 
aaae  tine  aa  the  former,  requires  that  a  summons  shall 
be  laaaed  to  the  person  accused,  which  summons  shall 
be  agncd  by  tbeir  Secretary,  sealed  witb  th«r  seal,  and 
aenrcd  by  the  Sergeant-at-arms.     This  rule  also  shows 
clcariy  that  thw  honor^le  body  never  contemplated  the 
exercise  of  tbeir  legislative  and  judicial  functions  at  the 
same  time.   Then,  sir,  if  this  pnsition  is  correct,  the 
seafrseeoT  condemnation  contained  in  this  resolution 
was  a  Judicial  act,  and  could  only  have  been  done  by  a 
jotfidal  tribunal. 

Again,  air,  it  is  the  right  of  the  accused  to  have  the 
effmoc  with  which  he  fai  chanted  clearly  and  substan- 
tially aet  fortb,  and  to  be  duly  notified  of  the  time  and 
pbee  of  triali  to  have  an  opportunity  to  appear  before 
(his  august  tribunal,  bear  the  allegations  and  proofs 
Bgainat  hin,  and  confivnt  his  accusers,  face  to  face,  and 
then  to  make  his  defence.  Now,  Mr.  President,  let  me 
aifc,  when  the  CItief  Magistrate  of  this  nation  was  cm- 
demned,  in  the  resolution  proposed  to  be  expunged,  did 
this  booor^e  body  suspend  legisbtive  and  executive 
bnaineaaf  Did  they  organise  themselves  aa  a  judicial 
tribennlf  Did  the  Preiudent  of  the  Senate  take  the 
above  oath,  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  this  honorable 
bodyf  Did  he  administer  the  same  to  each  Senator  pres- 
ent' Was  the  aceuaed  furnished  with  a  full  and  clear 
description  of  the  charges  brought  against  him^  Was 
be  notified  of  tbe  time  and  phicc  of  triaW  And  wu  he 
permitied  lo  bee  hia  aeeusersf  If  not,  then,  sir,  per- 
mit me  to  aric,  haa  he  been  tried  by  the  rules  presented 
by  ttHShoeorable  bodyr  No,  siri  he  haa  been  tried  and 
condeiMMd  fin*  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and  laws 
of  his  country,  which  he  had  sworn  to  support,  conlrsry 
to  oar  own  rules — rules  which  this  body  hid  adopted 
for  tbe  trial  of  sueb  olTenderB  as  he  is  accused  of  being. 

Mr.  Prendent,  having  shown  that  the  President  was 
tried  and  condemned  without  form,  I  will  now  inquire 
If  be  haa  been  tried  acew^ng  to  the  provision*  of  the 
conalitution  and  lawa  of  our  country.  In  what  cbbc*,  lei 
me  ask,  can  this  honorable  Senate  act  in  their  judicial 
capacity?  Let  the  constitution  snswer:  "The  Senate 
rfiall  have  ibe  sole  power  to  by  all  impeachments;"  and 
tbat  instmnteot  conveys  to  this  body  no  authority  to  iry 
only  In  eaaes  of  impeachment.  Heie  is  the  extent  of  our 
power,  and  here  ia  our  authority  limited.  Yes,  sir,  we 
can  try  impeachments,  and  impeachments  only  i  but,  nr, 
eaa  the  Senate  originate  impeachmentsr  Ni^  rir,  they 
ennnot.  The  constitution  haa  declared,  in  so  many 
words,  that  "  the  House  of  Representativn  shall  have 
the  sole  power  of  impeachment."  Have  (hey  exercised 
tbatpower^  Have  they  aceuaed  the  President  of  "as- 
aonnng  on  hionelf  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
tbe  comtituiioa  and  law,  voA  in  derogation  of  botbr' 


Have  they  impeached  bim  for  so  doingF  Where  is  the 
evidence  of  W  Have  they  notified  the  Senate  of  auch 
impeachment?  No,  sir,  they  have  not  done  it.  The 
impeaching  power  has  never  acted  in  this  case.  They 
have  not  aceuaed  the  President  of  any  oflTcnce  whatever. 
Where,  then,  sir,  1  ask,  is  our  jurisdiction?  >Ve  have  no 
power  to  (ry,  until  the  House — the  accusing  power- 
have  impeached  {  none  at  all,  not  the  shadow  of  any  juris- 
diction. Csn  it  be,  sir,  that  without  even  tbe  forms  pre- 
scribed by  this  honorable  body,  wi(hout  an  impeach- 
ment, without  an  accusation  of  any  kind,  we  hare  as- 
sumed juriadiction,  tried,  and  condemned  the  President 
of  tbe  United  States  fur  a  vioblkm  of  the  constitution 
and  bwi  of  his  country?  And  shall  this  resolution  re- 
main on  our  journals,  or  shall  it  be  expunged  >  Can  thw 
be  done'  Has  tliis  Senate  a  right  to  do  i(?  There  is  no 
rule  of  Rtore  general  application  than  this.  The  power 
which  creates  can  destroy — the  power  which  can  make, 
can  unmake — the  power  which  puts  up,  can  put  down — 
and  why  should  not  this  rule  apply  as  well  to  records  as 
to  all  other  cases?  unlesf,  sir,  it  should  be  a  record  of 
vested  rights,  about  which  we  have  recently  been  so 
highly  entertainedt  and  I  cannot  perceive  that  there  are 
any  .vested  rights  contained  in  this  reaolution.  I  think 
the  accused  will  cbim  none  in  this  cise. 

I  spprehend,  sir,  tbat  every  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  body  have  a  right  to  alter,  strike  out,  insert, 
erase,  correct,  and  amend,  their  records,  it  is  an  inhe- 
rent, coKirdinate  power,  without  which  such  bodies  could 
not  exist, 'and  transact  (heir  busineas.  Is  there  a  time 
lintuted,  within  which  such  alterations  and  amendments 
ahould  be  made>  If  an,  what  is  the  time?  A  day?  » 
month'  a  year?  In  the  history  of  record^  no  such  limit 
is  fixed.  I  trust,  then,  sir,  such  nlleraliona  may  be  made 
at  the  time  deemed  most  proper  by  tbe  body  to  which 
they  belong.  If,  then,  sir,  such  bodies  have  their  records 
under  their  own  control,  why  may  they  not  erase,  blot 
out,  expunge,  at  pleasure  ?  Is  there  any  particular  form 
or  manner  in  which  this  shall  be  done?  None.  Then, 
sir,  if  there  is  no  particular  lime  limited  for  doing  this, 
nor  any  manner  prescribed  in  which  it  moat  be  done, 
the  lime  when,  and  the  manner  of  doing  it,  are  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  bodies  to  whom  the  records  belong.  If, 
then,  sir,  we  have  the  power  to  expunge  this  resolution, 
is  it  expedient  so  to  do? 

Jaruabt  13. — Mr.  President,  in  the  remarka  which  I 
had  tbe  honor  to  submit  yesterday,  on  this  subject,  I  * 
endeavored  to  show  tliat  tbe  resolution  now  proposed  to 
be  expui^ed  was  unconatitutiona)  and  informal,  and 
that  tbe  honorable  Senate  had  a  right  to  amend,  alter,  cor* 
rect,  or  expun^  it,  at  auch  time  and  in  sudi  manner  as 
they  should  think  proper.  If,  Mr.  President,  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  this,  one  question  only  remains  to  be  discus- 
sed, viz:  is  it  expedient  to  expunge  the  resolution^  In 
reply  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
CsiTTKSDaif,]  I  would  say,  I  would  not  expunge  it 
merely  because  the  Senate  have  the  power  so  to  do,  nor 
from  party  motive^  nor  for  the  triumphs  of  party,  but 
from  a  solemn  sense  of  duty  I  owe  to  the  country,  to  the 
President,  and  to  the  honorable  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  I  would  expunge  it,  sir,  because  the  resolution 
bears  on  its  face  a  conlradic'ion,  a  judicial  sentence 
found  on  a  legislative  journal,  and  no  evidence  that  it 
came  from  any  judicial  tribunal.  It  is  a  suj^men'scase — 
it  is  a  burlesque  on  judicial  trials — it  has  no  paralleli  the 
like  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  annals  of  our  country.  No, 
rir,  not  even  the  triab  among  our  pilgrim  falhera  at  Sa< 
lem  can  compare  with  this  case;  their  nnaticism  triumph* 
ed  over  right,  and  the  innocent  fell  victims  to  the  pre* 
vailing  delusion;  but  even  there  the  accused  enjoyed 
privileges  of  which  the  President  was  denied.  The 
accusations  were  made  known  lo  themi  a  time  and 
place  of  hearii^  was  aswgned,  and  the  accused  had  an 


395 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


Expunging  Haobiiion, 


[Us.  13,  ISiT. 


oppMtunily  of  confronting  the  ftccuier  and  bii  vilnetMs 
fice  to  beci  and  the  trial  wM  bad  before  a  competent 
tribundt. 

Tbeie  trials  which  east  to  much  reproach  on  oar  pu- 
ritan fjthertr  bear  no  comparison  to  the  one  under  c»n- 
aideratinn.  Nor  does  thii  sentence  in  the  rrtolution  bear 
any  companion  with  the  summary  judgment  and  execu- 
tion of  that  relentleu  tyrant  who  stalks  through  our 
streets,  carrying  in  his  train  terror  and  dismay.  There, 
sir.  public  indignation  bursts  forth  with  fury,  (ever 
to  be  dreadedi)  but  soon  subsiding.  Here,  air,  the 
worm,  the  canker>wonn,  is  at  (he  besrt  of  the  oonttliu* 
lion.  Ye»,  sir,  in  titis  hall,  this  citadel  of  constitutional 
rights;  in  this  temple,  within  the  veil,  the  judicial  ermine 
has  been  stained,  the  constitution  violated,  and  a  blul 
cast  upon  our  national  escutcheon i  a  blot  which  many 
waters  cannot  wash  out,  nor  many  years  effuce.  What, 
then,  shall  be  done?  Let  us  expung^e  the  resolution. 
Not,  sir,  because  it  detracts  from  the  character  of  the 
Pretident,  or  will  in  any  wa)r  affect  it.  His  reputation, 
his  ftme,  are  imperishab'e.  '  He  lire*  in  the  heard  and 
affections  of  the  present  generationi  and  history  will 
^lace  him  beside  (he  founder  of  our  republic,  and  after 
ages  will  hait  him  as  the  suviotir  of  it.  Andrew  Jackson 
has  no  equalt  his  whole  life  is  a  miracle.  See  him  in 
^outh,  a  ratherlesa,  friendless,  penniless  boy,'  the  son  or 
a  fureigner,  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land.  Examine  him 
in  every  stage  of  his  existence,  and  we  are  impelled  to 
exelaim,  wonderful  man!  reared  by  Vrovidence  to  ^ui^e 
the  destinies  of  his  country,  and  to  exhibit  the  perfection 
and  moral  grandeur  uf  human  nature.  I  am  not  clear, 
ST,  but  it  was  necessary  to  tlie  perfection  uf  his  charac- 
ter that  he  was  thus  violently  assailed  and  condemned  by 
this  resolution. 

If  this  resohition  had  not  been  passed,  his  masterly 
answer,  oi),e  of  the  proudest  mnnumenls  of  his  fame, 
would  never  have  been  seen.  Like  the  oak,  which  lias 
withstood  the  blasts  for  yearM,  it  must  endure  the  fury  of 
the  whirlwind  and  the  tempest,  before  it  can  become  the 
king  of  the  forest.  That  answer,  sir,  hke  ila  author, 
waa  doomed  to  undergo  the  most  violent  attacks,  (he 
foulest  aspersions.  It  was  even  denied  a  place  on  the 
files  of  the  Senatet  and,  like  its  author,  too,  it  gained  ad- 
miration wherever  it  was  known.  I  said,  sir,  that  An- 
drew Jackson  s'ood  alone.  Where  can  you  find  his  Tel- 
low!  Look  among  the  sovereigns  of  the  earth.  Look 
where  you  will,  and  you  look  in  vain.  Go  to  (he  records 
of  the  mighty  dead,  and  where  will  you  find  hia  eqiul^ 
Shall  such  a  man  aUind  condemned  on  the  records  of  this 
honorable  Senate,  unaccused  and  unheard^  "Tell  it 
not  in  Galh."  , 

Again,  sir,  I  would  expunge  this  resolution,  lest  it 
ahotild  be  considered  as  a  precedent.  V,  sir,  it  is  per- 
mitted to  remain,  at  some  future  period  of  great  excite- 
ment, when  passion  and  prejudice  shall  triumph  over 
reason,  and  (tie  constitution  ^all  be  made  to  aubserve 
the  purposes  of  disappointed  ambitiont  when  a  Presi- 
dent, less  powerful  than  General  Jackson,  shall  be  in 
the  way  of  presidential  aspirants,  we  may  see  the  same 
scenes  of  March,  1834,  acted  over  againj  and  the  power 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate  broken,  and  that  branch  uf  the 
Government  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  this.  Then,  ur, 
will  our  Government  be  ended,  and  the  Isst  hope  of 
civil  liberty  be  extinguished.  Far,  far  distant  be  that 
evil  day. 

Another  reason,  wr,  why  I  would  expunge  this  resolu- 
tion is,  because  it  violates  a  vital  principle  in  our  consti- 
tution and  destroys  one  of  the  drarebt  and  most  im> 
poriant  rights  we  possess,  viz:  a  full,  fair,  and  impartial 
trialt  and  because,  sir,  the  Chief  Hxgistrate  of  this  na- 
tion— one  who  has  done  more  for  it  than  any  man  liv- 
ing— yes,  the  very  man  "  who  has  filled  the  measure  of 
bii  country's  glory" — has  unjustly  and  unconaUtutionally 


been  deprived  of  this  privilege,  one  to  which  the  Be»- 
est  citizen  is  entitled,  and  has  been  condemned  without 
a  hesnng.  And  again,  wr,  I  would  blot  out  this  leaAi- 
tion  from  our  records,  because  the  American  peo^ 
have  pronounced  judgment  against  iti  and  not  oalytMj, 
but  the  people  of  both  continenia  tiave  done  it.  Nor  ii 
this  all,  sir.  The  resolution  is  derogatory  to  theebir- 
acter  and  dignity  of  our  Government,  and  violates  the 
great  principles  of  ouj;^  national  compact.  A  duty  n 
owe  ourselves,  as  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Goren- 
ment,  requires  thst  we  should  not  suffer  this  reiolatiafl 
to  remain  on  our  records.  It  is  an  open,  bold,  and  us- 
precedented  attack,  made  by  thti  branch  of  our  Gmn- 
ment  upon  the  Chief  Executivei  an  act  whid^  bd  it 
been  suceeasful,  must  have  prostrated  our  cosititBtioa, 
destroyed  our  Guvernment,  and  Isid  our  ioititutionol 
civil  and  religious  liberty  in  the  dust.  Then,  lir,  Ictoe 
say  to  this  honorable  body, 'as  we  value  these  righti  ud 
privileges^  as  we  respect  our  own  cbataclen  sod  tbe 
hi^h  reputation  of  the  Senate,  let  ui  at  once  Mot  wl 
ihw  itain. 

Mr.  Prendent,  one  word  in  reply  to  the  booonUi 
gentleman  last  up,  [Hr.  Cbittiitdbb,]  and  1  «iH  vi^ 

your  patience  no  bnger.  Sir,  we  were  yesterdirn- 
monished  of  our  duties,  and  the  ncrednesi  of  ouroilki, 
and  cautioned  not  to  violate  them  io  expun^n^  tbii  ro- 
olulion.  I  trust,  sir,  that  we  are  not  unmindlul  olAe 
obll^tions  resting  upon  ua,  nor  indifferent  (o  Uie  sai- 
ner  in  «hieh  we  perform  them.  And,  in  turn,  ktw, 
sir,  remind  that  honorable  Senator,  and  thoie  wboict 
with  him,  that  thia  same  constitution,  which  beaoald 
so  carefully  guard,  expressly  provides  that  tbe  IIoukh 
Representatives  "shall  have  the  sole  power  of  imptitt 
ment."  And  let  me  farther  remind  him  and  his  friepd^ 
that  the  House  of  Hepresentatives  never  haveirapeiehd 
President  Jackson,  and  yet  he  stands  condemned  bj  tfca 
resolution.  Where,  then,  is  the  conslituti«R,andwheit 
(he  8anc(i(y  of  oaths  by  which  it  is  guarded?  Agu^ 
sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  more  than  iniimsied  thit 
the  vtndicmtors  of  the  President's  character  were  M 
worshippers.  Sir,  it  ia  too  late  to  begin  no*.'* 
worship  him{  it  is  more  natural  to  worship  tlie  ri«fl{ 
suiM  and  appearancea  indicate  thaf  tbe  honortble  gw- 
tleman  and  hia  friends  have  already  selecleJ  li**"  *" 
ject  of  adoration.  As  Io  myself,  sir,  I  have  no  loclmi- 
tion  to  worship  General  Jackson.  I  have  no  pmonl 
acquaintance  with  liimi  have  seen  him  oner,iuniwce 
only,  and  for  fire  minutes.  I  have  never  reeeitred  uij 
appointment  or  favor  from  him,  and  never  expect wil> 
dot  yet  I  esteem  him  one  of  the  greatest  of  laMi 
purest  of  palriolsj  and  rely  upon  it  that  tlic  P*?*' 
tory  which  shall  record  his  deeds,  will  be  read  *|* 
eiilhusiasm  through  all  coming  (ime.  HiscotempMU" 
will  go  down  to  posterity  with  him.  Hia  cotdjtjW 
will  gather  lustre  from  his  tame,  and  his  revilen,  twig 
they  may  not  bask  in  the  effulgence  of  thisgrnln^ 
nary,  ytt  they  may  continue  to  be  leen  as  spots  upOB 
like  the  spots  «hich  bedim  the  great  orb  of  (]ay> 

Mr.  President,  I  am  thankful  that  I  have  had  ""P" 
portunity  of  expresaing  the  views  and  f**""!?. 
constituents,  together  with  my  own,  and 
ing  the  awful  consequences  pre3icted  by  the  jewK- 
men  opposed  to  expunging  this  reeoliitioni  yet* 
have  none  of  thuse  tears,  none  at  all{  but  shall  eilM^' 
the  beat  act,  and  one  of  the  happ'ieat  days  o*  ''7 1"^ 
should  I  be  permitted  to  record  tny  nsme  in  « 
expunging  thia  resolution.  , 

if,  Mr.  Prendent,  in  my  remarks  submitted,  I  d»« 
deviated  in  any  thing  from  the  ordinary  eour>eot«* 
cusaion,  I  trust  some  »po\ogy  will  be  Found  io  "'"j 
elty  of  my  situation,  never  having  been  a  nwnW  " 
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Kr.  PRESTON  next  nwe  and  tddretaed  the  Senate 
U  followc: 

Nothing,  Mr.  Preiident,  (raid  he,)  wu  fiurtber  Troni 
my  ititrntion,  than  to  have  nid  a  single  worA  on  this 
subject.  Nor  do  1  n&w  propose  to  diaeuw  it.  That 
has  b«en  done  so  fully  and  elaborately  on  both  sides, 
that  I  shall  not  enter  upon  the  argument.  1  thought  I 
ibould  not  have  said  a  word,  but  1  feel  a  sort  of  impos- 
ribilitj  of  withholding  the  expresiibn  of  my  uiter  re< 
pug^nance  to  this  proceeding'.  If  we  had  not  arrived  at 
tbe  very  isauei  if  the  queitton  were  not  ready  to  be 
taken,  I  should  have  retained  my  leat,  for  I  have  long 
been  endeavoring  to  school  and  to  subdue  my  heart 
down  to  Ibis  submission.  During  the  entire  course  of 
erenla  which  has  gradutUy  brought  my  mind  to  tbe 
eonclaaion  that  this  resolution  would  at  some  time  pass, 
I  have  endeavored  to  discipline  my  feelings,  to  curb  and 
ree<?aio  then),  and  bring  down  my  mind  to  the  event,  so 
that  when  at  last  the  ud  moment  should  arrive,  1  might 
■eet  it  with  a  becoming  reaignationi  and  I  did  suppose 
that  I  had  nieceeded.  I  had  long  seen  the  growing 
popularity  of  this  measure.  I  was  no  strang^er  to  the 
arts  and  the  Industry  by  which  the  progress  of  that  pup- 
vhrity  had  been  stimulated  and  urged  on  from  day  to 
day.  Iwell  knew  the  power  and  the  popularity  of  the 
Cuter  Hsgistrate.    I  bad  heard  of  his  own  personal  ez- 

crtj»m  to  promote  this  object.    I  saw  that  il  was  re- 
solved upoR  as  a  party  measure,  and  1  saw  the  party 
wbSdi  had  resolved  upon  it  rapidly  and  triumplianily 
succeeding  throughout  a  lurge  part  of  the  Union.  These 
fbiflga  certainly  are  sufiipient  to  have  forewarned  me, 
■ad  I  bad  hoped,  and  till  this  moment  believed,  that 
(bey  had  forearmed  me  also.    But  there  was  added  to 
all  these  the  atilt  less  equivocal  evidence  arising  from 
tbe  proceedingii  of  several  of  tite  State  Legislatures. 
Sir,  when  first  I  heard  that  a  Slate  Legislature  had  in- 
stnieted  ber  Senators  on  this  floor  to  vote  in  favor  of 
thia  thii^,  it  struek  me  with  Inexpressible  sorrow  and 
<fisqny.    But  when  I  from  time  to  time  beheld  various 
ether  State  L^gishtures,  acting  under  the  same  dicta, 
tion,  or  at  least  misled  into  the  same  mistake,  sorrow  as* 
fumed  In        bosom  the  complexion  of  despair.  But 
there  was  still  one  ingredient  tu  be  added  to  this  cup, 
to  render  the  odious  draught  more  intolerably  bitter. 
I  could,  t  will  confess  It,  with  some  comparative  degree 
of  pbiloecmhy,  have  seen  certain  Slates  of  this  confeder- 
al one  after  another  giving  way,  and  bringtt^  their  suc- 
cesMve  sacrifices  to  this  altar  of  executive  power.  I 
coald  have  borne  to  see  this  and  that  and  the  other 
State  prostrating  herself  and  aiding  in  the  general  con- 
spiracy to  protlrate  the  Senatr.    But  when  at  length  it 
came  to  pass  that  tbe  ancient  and  powerful  Cummon- 
vralth  of  Virgioia  was  brought  to  bow  her  venerable 
loeks  before  the  footstool  of  power,  forgot  her  past  his* 
torj,  forgot  who  and  what  she  is  and  what  she  baa  beer, 
and  asaociated  herself  in  a  combination  like  this,  how 
sball  I  describe  to  you  my  feelings!    As  a  politician,  I 
Brgtat  have  been  mortified  at  such  a  spectacle)  as  a 
statesman,  belonging  to  the  United  Rlateo,  1  turned 
frocn  it  with  shame;  but  as  a  native  of  Virginia,  I  de. 
plore,  1  lament,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heaH,  that  she 
too  has  joined  the  funeral  procession  of  the  constitu- 
tion.   Sir,  I  was  proud  to  remember  her  in  her  proud 
dayi  to  cminder  her  as  she  once  was,  and  perhaps  stilt 
the  mother  of  great  ment  to  look  back  to  that  bright, 
that  immortal  perifxl  in  our  history  when  she  recalled 
ber  children  from  these  halls  of  national  legislation  into 
ber  own  Legislature,  there  to  vindicate  the  rights  and 
independence  of  the  State,  and  to  reasaeit  the  violated 
constitution  against  the  usurpations  of  this  Government. 
Then,  indeed,  Virginia  preserved  that  illustrious  charac- 
ter whicb  had  deaeended  with  her  from  tbe  Revolution. 
Then  she  put  herself  on  her  State  rights,  and  on  tbe 


popular  doctrines  of  a  free  Government}  and  all  who 
witnessed  the  animating  sight  must  have  concluded  that, 
throughout  her  existence,  abe  would  ever  continue  to 
vindicate  and  to  perpetuate  the  doctrine  and  the  spirit 
of  liberty.  Sir,  I  could  have  wiabed  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  now  repreaenls  that  distinguiriied  State 
could  have  found  in  his  own  mind  reasons  for  taking  a 
difTereiit  course  from  that  which  he  has  pursued  in  this 
matter.  With  the  powers  which  he  unquestionably  pos- 
sesses, witlt  hia  liberal  education  and  Uige  experience, 
and  especially  with  the  good  fortune  of  growing  up 
amidst  the  very  men  who  hid  the  foundations  of  our  re- 
public, 1  had  hoped  that  he  would  have  invoked  tbe 
ancient  spirit  of  bis  State,  and  would  have  added  the 
suffrage  of  his  voice  to  save  the  trembling  constitution, 
about  to  be  immolated  at  the  footstool  of  executive 
power.  But  it  was  my  lot  to  be  disappointed  i  and  I 
mourn,  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  the  instruction  un- 
der which  he  feels  himself  constrained  to  vote  for  this 
extraordiiury  resolution.  Where  are  the  sedateness 
the  gravity,  the  calm  and  cautious  wisdom  of  Uadisoiif 
Where  the  philosophic  spirit,  the  enlarged  views,  and 
popular  predilections  of  Jefferson^  Where  the  sturdy 
republicaniKm  of  John  1'aylor>  Where  those  bright 
names  which  make  her  history?  They  are  gone— gone 
and  others  control  her  destiny.  Sir,  I  lament,  I  muurn, 
tliat  my  native  Slate  should  have  tent  herself  and  the 
remnant  of  her  glory  to  promote  and  gloss  over  this  pro> 
ceeding.  I  take  consolation,  however,  Ur.  President, 
that  there  Is  one  Statr,  one  free  and  fearless  State, 
which  has  kept  herself  aloof  from  this  eombinationj 
whose  unbroken  spirit,  whose  pride  and  honor,  demand 
of  me,  her  representative,  to  make,  as  I  now  do,  on  be- 
half of  South  Carolina,  her  piiblic  and  solemn  protest 
against  this  open  and  flagrant  violation  of  the  constilu- 
tion. 

But,  sir,  I  have  done.  The  argument  is  cxhaustedi 
the  verdict  has  been  rendered!  the  judgment  g>vcni  ex- 
ecution is  demanded—ay,  sir,  and  let  me  add,  the  cxe- 
cutioners  are  here  with  ready  t»nds.  Exercise  your 
function,  gentlemen.  You  have  been  called  on  to  do 
execution — do  it.  The  axe  is  in  your  hand)  perform 
that  which  is  so  loudly  called  fur.  Execution,  sir.'  Of 
what^  Of  whomF  Is  the  axe  aimedat  roe^  and  at  those 
of  us  who  voted  for  the  resolution  >ou  ate  about  to  ex- 
pungef  Is  it  us  you  strike  tit  If  so,  I  would  say,  and 
with  comparative  astisfaclion,  in  <*od*s  name,  let  the 
blow  come,  and  while  the  fatal  edpe  fell  upon  my  neck, 
I  would  declare,  with  honest  sincerity,  that  I  bad  rather 
be  the  criminal  of  1834  than  the  executioner  of  1836. 
Proceed,  gentlemen,  do  your  holy  work.  Grant,  judg. 
ment.  U't  execution— execution  upon  your  own  rec- 
ords*— execution  upun  the  constitution  of  your  country. 
1  do  not  envy  you  your  oHice.  Personally,  however, 
il  does  not  touch  us.  Nn,  sirj  I  am  glad,  I  rejoice,  that 
on  that  record  my  name  is  found  as  one  against  whom 
this  act  is  aimed.  I  would  appeal  from  the  present  time 
to  posterity,  and  ask  whether  tbe  names  of  mjself  and 
my  associates  or  the  names  of  our  executioners  are  then 
most  likely  to  be  venerated  as  guardians  of  the  constitu- 
tion. But  can  you  suppose  that  your  work  is  to  be  doi.e 
on  that  body  of  representatives  of  the  States  who  voted 
for  the  obnoxious  record*  That  you  will  execute  mt 
Our  reputation,  our  character,  and  standing?  No,  sirt 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  your  black  lines  to  touch  us.  I, 
indeed,  was  but  a  common  soldier,  and  served  in  the 
ranks  under  greater  men.  But  would  gentlemen  ainke 
.  out  of  llie  record  of  this  Government  the  names  of  those 
who  offered  that  resolution'  No,  no.  They  are  far 
beyond  your  reach,  and  the  only  restiU  of  your  impotent 
attack  will  be  tbe  more  flrmly  to  eatablish  their  fame. 
Wrong  they  may  have  been,  but  th^FliusinemJind  thei  r 
aim  was  to  mstun  the  |BAIfirtitQd^.V^^ltd^tt  been 


399 


GALES  Sl  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


400 


[Ju.  13, 1^, 


doM  of  eqoiToatl  iinport.  Mid  atteiKled  with  treowndoai 
Gonsequenc«s.  Tbote  consequences  awent  oTcr  the 
Union  like  an  inundation,  and  in  tlimt  dark  hour,  and  in 
the  iioe  of  a  popularity  before  which  nothing  could 
atand,  thejr  dared  to  raiae  their  voice  in  thia  hall,  and,  ao 
far  as  an  expreaaion  of  opinion  could  go,  to  record  their 
ccnaure  of  that  act.  And  will  gentlemen  pretend  to  tell 
me  that  tlKse  men  will  not  receive  the  gratitude  of  pos* 
tcrity  t  This  ezpungiiw  pracesa  may*  for  s  seHon,  fro- 
mote  the  reputation  of^ thoae  who  perform  it;  but  this 
deed  will  bring  freah  into  remembrance  the  names  of 
those  who  passed  that  resolution  which  they  cannot  suf- 
fer lo  stand  on  the  records  of  the  Senate.  Some  of 
these  individuals  are  present,  and  I  must  furbear.  But 
long  af^er  we  shall  have  passed  away,  wlien  the  history 
of  our  country  is  written,  and  fondly  and  proudly  dwelt 
upon  by  our  posterity,  their  names  will  be  mentioned. 
Utey  will  be  familiar  as  hmHchold  words,  and  will  be 
taught  to  children  U  the  namee  of  Wuhingtoa,  and 
Adama,  and  Hancock,  and  Lee,  and  Laftyetle,  are  now 
taught  to  our  children.  If  the  hope,  if  the  dcKgn,  ia  to 
efface  those  names  from  the  leaves  of  our  national  me- 
morials, it  will  fail.  Every  effort  to  extinguish  will  but 
increase  the  splendor  which  surrounds  them.  An  at- 
tack upon  the  constitution  may,  indeed,  confer  on  tboM 
who  perpetrate  it  a  sort  of  immortality,  but  it  ia  not  such 
as  will  belong  to  its  defenders.  We  remember,  indecdi 
but  we  execrate,  the  name  %^  the  mitereMit  who,  for  s 
sort  of  fanrte,  destroyed  a  venerable  temple  of  antiquity. 
And  whom,  I  again  ask,  will  you  do  execution  upon? 
Upon  the  record.'  Is  it  the  object  of  offence^  Will 
you  make  your  war  on  the  paper'  Will  you  wreak 
your  spite  upon  so  much  rsgs  snd  cotton  r  Who  or 
what  ia  it  that  is  to  be  prostrated  and  broken  down? 
It  IB  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stalea.  It  is  one  of  the 
co>ordimUe  branebes  of  the  General  Government.  Pro- 
ceed, then,  to  the  sacrifice.  Do  execution  on  the  Sen- 
ate. Consummate  your  solemn  ftree,  and  then  rise  and 
congratulate  yourselvra  that  you  arc  yourselves  mem- 
bers of  the  very  body  that  you  have  bowed  lo  the  foot- 
stool of  power.  Offer  your  glad  hounnas— ay,  triumph 
ind  boast  that  you  have  brought  that  Senate,  of  which 
you  form  a  part,  to  this  pass.  But  while  you  are  ma- 
king- ^be  welkin  ring,  I  will  mourn  at  your  jubilee.  1 
shall  be  present  at  the  scene,  but  not  of  it,  and  my  only 
eoniiJation  will  be  Ihst  I  can  reply  lo  my  countr)', 
**  Thou  not  say  I  did  it."   The  peoplr,  it  seems, 

have  decided  against  the  Senate.  The  people  order 
the  Senate  to  lake  the  constitution  in  their  batid — to- 
bripff  it  into  the  presence  of  the  *'  miraculous  man,"  as 
an  honorable  Senator  [Mr.  Daira]  lias  just  termed  bim, 
and,  as  an  offering  for  his  great  services,  for  hb  uneqal- 
led  popularity,  for  tbe  unsurpassed  confidence  which  he 
enjoys,  ting  hoasnnaa  in  his  rars^  and  while  the  sky  re- 
echoes to )  our  shouts  of  ezuliation,  burn  theconstiln- 
lion  as  incense  under  hit  nostrils.  This,,  and  nothing 
less  than  this,  will  satisfy  tbe  idulslrous  devotion  of  h=a 
admirers.  Do  execution  on  the  records  of  your  land. 
Obliterate  your  own  journal?  Do  not  introduce  the  re- 
port of  a  committee.  Do  not  revoke  your  former  act 
by  recording  a  resolutiont  but  perform  a  phyncal  act  of 
execution.  Why,  air,  doea  the  Senate  of  to-day  differ 
from  the  Senate  of  yeaterday?  Haa  the  Senate  of  18S7 
different  viewi  from  the  Senate  of  1834?  Does  the  Sen- 
ate now  think  that  the  Senate  then  grossly  transcended 
its  power?  And  is  not  Unguage  capable  of  expressing 
this?  Are  there  no  wordi  to  express  a  difference  of 
opinion?  Cannot  you  stale  the  strength  of  your  convic- 
tion in  all  the  compass  of  your  mother  tongue?  No. 
Yuu  must  do  a  phyrical  act.  You  must  put  nothing  on 
record.  You  must  perform  a  deed.  Yitu  muat  do  some- 
thing that  has  no  precedent.  Your  Clerk  is  to  be  cx- 
Ubited,  not  reading,  not  writing,  not  enuneiatii^  your 


decisions,  but  performing  meehanical  exeentieamsbil 
of  paper.  He  ia  not  to  be  occupied  in  his  ordiauy  wl 
lepil  function*.  No,  sir.  He  b  to  perform  the  Mj  gl 
a  common  hangman.  Might  it  not  be  as  well  to  nia 
in  a  file  of  soldiers  with  their  bayonets?  Or  would  il  ail 
be  better  still  to  purify  the  journal  by  fire?  Firt  ii  iW 
ancient  ordeal.  Give  the  victim  to  the  flames;  snd  tbe^ 
like  a  company  of  the  native  Sagamores,  ut  roand  anl  i» 
lialc  tbe  wreeable  fragrance  aa  the  amoke  of  the 
lines  riiall  darkly  aacend  tobeaven.  When  Ibestiiiptli 
formed,  you  will  have  set  a  mcmmble  prrcedrnL  Ari 
do  you  think  there  will  be  no  improvement  on  ihii  pif 
ent  mode  of  conciliating  the  Executive?  Hayitsotk* 
profitably  applied  to  some  other  purposes?  Vhj  art 
expunge  those  who  made  the  record?  IftbeprMeeit 
ing  had  a  guilt  so  monstrous  as  to  render  neceaar;  It^ 
novel  and  extraordinary  course,  the  men  ihenuelTn  vtl: 
perpetrated  the  deed— it  is  they  who  should  be  esfuMH 
ed.  Men  who  entered  ao  foul  a  page  upon  yoorjnui^ 
cannot  be  worthy  of  a  aeat  here.  Remove  us.  Turn  «i 
out.  Expel  us  from  the  Senate.  Would  to  God  <rai, 
could.  Call  in  the  prxtorian  guard.  Take  us-irp», 
hend  us— march  us  off. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  who  has  Juit  rewned  ha 
teat  takes  the  ground  that  Ibis  expunging  resohitiM  I 
merely  a  strong  mode  of  expressing  an  opinion.  Ipatiiti 
the  candor  of  that  honorable  gcniltman  whether 
mere  exptvanon  of  opinion?   The  resolution  wbicfa** 
be  expunged  asserted,  on  behalf  of  the  Senate,  a  difif> 
ence  of  opinion  from  the  President  of  the  United  SlM, 
It  expressed  that  difference  fairly  and  openly.  'Ht 
whole  extent  of  iU  offence  i^  tbe  expression  of  >^ 
ference  of  opinion  from  the  President  on  a  consmul"" 
question.    It  never  once  entered  the  minds '■J'S 
Ibort  ot  that  resolution  lo  stain  your  record  by  sa  ofie* 
act  of  hatred.    1  admit,  indeed,  that  the  bowmKH  M» 
of  them  may  not  have  been  wholly  free  from  """Jj* 
ings  of  that  description,  snd  tliat  aome  of  the  fpc**"*! 
on  this  floor  msnifetted  at  times  a  strong  leoDoirDi* 
hoslilily  towards  the  President.    But  did  it  e"'*^ 
their  thoughu  to  make  the  journal  of  this  body  •  rtcM 
of  personal  spite?   They  expressed  s  difference  of  ("v 
ment,  and  this  surety  may  be  done  in  the  very  a'"** 
spirit.    But  sir,  is  that  the  temper  of  the  P"^  /^ 
eecding*  Is  it  to  express  a  difference  of  "P''*'*'"  {if^ 
are  now  invited?  Is  it  to  expreu  an  opinion  at  aU. 
ia  it  the  expreaaion  of?   Vengeance.   That  Uwl»»t»» 
be  expressed.    The  compass  of  tbe  English  ^F^J 
not  able  to  bring  forth  a  tone  sufficient  foe 
Vengeance!  vengeance  I  must  be  taken  on  tbe 
They  are  to  be  put  in  mourning. 
hung  with  black.   In  this  there  may  be  a 
pose.   The  Senate  may  Intend  that  their  Jw^f'T? 
bear  imperishable  evideDce  of  their  deep  n)«»^r]. 
the  feehnga  of  tbe  President  should  have  been  voum| 
ed.   The  record  is  to  be  csrried  inio  hii 
we  may  show  tbe  Chief  Magistrate  that  we  baw 
selves  permsnently  into  mourning  for  ,^ttit 
have  committed,  and  to  express  our         ,.^!un*  ' 
this  may  go  some  little  way  towards  besling  *^ 
whkh  have  been  inflicted  on  bis  sensibility, 
the  President  msy  deign  to  listen  to  us(  ssy,Be 
give  a  gracious  smile  of  approbation,  bsI*i||-^  ^ 
cency,  on  thoee  who  humbly  present  to  hioi  " 
grsteful  obUlion.    Yes  sir,  tbe  proceeding 
lo  inscribe  upon  our  records  more  than  '"^''^.-oi*) 
part,  more  than  we  are  willing  or  able  to  P"* ^ 
a  deed,  an  overt  ac,  wi  I,  it  ia  humbly  •'PP^'^Ijto  tl* 
grateful  than  any  words  could  have  ^^"'^'"zTonpi^*- 
august,  the    miraculous"  being  who  '«  to  tt^  y 
aled.    Attend,  sir,  to  tbe  palinode  vhtth  twJ^^  ^ 


aung  to  the  boner  and  gloi 
United  Stfttn.  Tbo^tmwt 


»f  the  Pi 
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BC*1  entenee*  of  the  PreMd«n',  mikn  nw  very  re. 
:iuit  indfacd  to  oflfer  any  remarfci  on  the  very  rx'ravi. 
max  htqpMge  in  which  he  bw  been  pnitedi  nor  cbould 
lidvert  totheg«ntleiiMn*«  ipcedi  at  all,  but  to  notice 
Ikt  friHind  on  which  thii  measure  it  advocated.    **  Ez* 
expQi^r!"  eriea  the  gentlemant  "expunre  a 
MMHution  whidi  it  an  attack  on  the  good,  the  %ion- 
ma,  ttw  popular,  the  powerful,  the  *  miraculous,'  PresU 
Inl  of  the  United  Statei!"    This,  ur,  wat  Ihe  tone,  aitd 
jhia  the  argument,  in  three  fouriha,  nay,  In  four  fiftha 
if  the  venerable  gentleman'a  diacourae.    He  puta  thii 
nelaUoa  on  fe  ground  of  h«  eulogy  of  the  President. 
Ttat  ia  the  nle  argument.  Because  President  Jsckaon 
bpraiae worthy  and  gloriotis,  expunge!  expunge!  Why, 
what  u  Ihe  connexion'   The  Senator  has  certainly 
lat  g^Ten  OS  a  very  Ingical  conclusion.    General  Jack- 
«■  it  to  be  praiaedt  that  forms  the  premiaesof  bis  ar 
iMMnt.    This  record  ia  to  be  expunged)  that  is  the  con< 
:MM|.    We  are  to  obliterate  our  records,  and  bring 
ftca,  in  the  habiliments  of  mourning,  to  his  feel,  be- 
•aae  Prevdeni  Jaekaon  is  gracious,  glorious,  populsr, 
fwcHbl,  ntraeu'oua!   And  all  these  properties,  and 
41  this  glory,  it  to  be  transferred  bodily  to  another  gen- 
^mm  who  is  ju«t  like  himself.    JtUer  *l  idem.    We  are 
to  MUt  our  joomal,  because  General  Jackson  is  thus 
Mdftei,aad  his  successor  will  be  thus  and  thus.  That 
lilkcMiwMnt.    1  aay  nothing  now  of  the  truth  of  the 
'■4  ftecBuae  this  ia  not  a  convenient  opportunity 
I  ismtigattDn  of  that  subject.   Those  who  are  in 
who  are  in  exultattona  of  admiration*  who  are 
clapping  hands,  and  abiging  hallehijalu,  are 
M  cnclly  in  «  condiiion  of  nrind  to  listen  or  be  aigued 
tfllk.  They  may  be  within  Ihe  extreme  pale  of  reawn, 
Itt  Ibey  are,  to  aay  the  least,  on  the  confines  of  enthu- 
dML  But,  admitiing  that  the  Preaident  ia  that  exalted, 
teianiaeulate,  that  unequalled,  that  miraculous  person 
«IUi  he  ia  repreaentedi  allowing  that  be  leaves  oat  of 
Mt  att  tiiat  hiatory  hat  left  us  of  ancient  Rome,  and  all 
W  we  have  read  of  modem  worth  and  virtue  i  and  ad- 
riAw  that  all  this  !■  tranaferable,  and  has  been  trans- 
taiti,  Ibr  the  glory  and  bleawdneaa  of  oar  country,  to 
m  wonhy  to  be  his  successor,  let  me  ask,  how  does 
ttaWng  UB  to  the  conclusion  that  the  record  of  our 
^WUji1lini,s  la  to  be  expunged? 

Let  Uie  gentleman  introduce  a  resolution  Imbody. 
^[  the  iubstanee  of  his  speeelt,  to  wit;  that  General 
I  Jksob  it  riM  greatest  and  best  man  that  now  lives,  has 
ind,  or  will  ever  live  againt  that  he  is  wmthy  of  all 
baorand  glory,  that  the  constitution  is  to  be  sacrificed, 
;  mi  the  rworda  of  one  branch  of  the  Government  de- 
ftttd  and  mutilatrd,  for  hia  gratification.  Let  him  lay 
Am  icaohition  before  the  people,  to  whose  verdict  he 
ha  appealed,  and  see  how  it  will  be  received. 

The  booorable  geoilcman,  however,  stated  otie  Fact  in 
rtfcrenoe  to  the  President,  which  is  more  novel,  at  least, 
*H  May  of  the  fcmarln  with  which  be  favored  the 
iMte.  It  ia^  if  I  oriitnke  not,  Mmetbing  entirely  novel 
« tins  floor.  He  told  ui  that  the  President  was  miracu< 
Ins.  Bat  the  miracle,  it  seems,  lies  in  the  fsct  that  he 
vss  bom  a  foreigner,  and  is  Preudent  of  Ihe  United 
Itstet.  Sir,  General  Jackson,  I  admit,  haa  overcome 
pest  Mlcalties.  He  baa  fought  the  battle  of  lifei  be 
has  fct^t  it  every  where  for  sucocaa,  and  with  success. 
Bat  I  never  knew,  uoti)  I  was  oow  officially  informed,  that 
be  «M  bora  in  Ireland.  (Alaugh.]  To  prevent  bit  fn- 
lart  tMioriana  froa  Mliag  into  a  difficulty  Hke  that  which 
luppened  in  the  case  of  a  more  obscure  individual  in 
Cmee,  for  whoae  birthplace  aeveo  cities  are  nid  to 
tare  contended,  tbe  genlteman  from  Maine  has  kind- 
If  fixed  tbe  apolt  and  when  that  cloud  of  future  his.' 
toritas  of  whom  we  have  been  told,  and  who  arc 
iheMtlni  to  beoome  immortal  by  writing  General 
hckKw'f  Kfe-f  aball  be  tearvhing  for  panrg>ric  to  adorn 
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their  rival  pageson  that deathlesf  theme,  thrjrwillat  least 
be  relieved  from  the  paiiis  of  uncertain  conjecture  aa  to 
the  nativity  of  ihe  hero  of  their  slory. 

It  is  said,  from  high  authority,  that  nMn  make  to  them- 
selves idols  and  worahip  them,  and  I  ahall  not  now  pauae 
to  censure  this  propensity  of  our  naturei  and  I  know 
when  the  idol  is  fashifmed  it  is  difficult  to  restrict  its 
worshippers  as  to  the  mode  of  worship,  or  the  extent 
of  the  sacrifice.  To  the  idol*  in  the  E»t  men  sacrifice 
themselves,  and  sumetimea  their  wives  ntd  children. 
But  these  gentlemen  are  far  wiser.  They  do  not  sacri. 
Ace  theroselvea — nothing  is  farther  frnm  their  thoughts. 
Such  a  thing  doet  not  enter  into  tbeir  purposes.  But 
still  the  saeriflee  must  be  conspicuous,  impressive,  aueh 
as  will  produce  effect.  They  look  round  for  a  victim- 
But  will  they,  like  Baatern  devotees,  oast  themielvet  be< 
neath  the  onward  cruahing  cur  of  executive  power-  Ob, 
no,  sir.  N^>thing  like  it.  They  at  and  cautiously  out  of 
Ihe  way  of  ita  career,  and  cast  down  Ihe  constitution  of 
thair  country.  That  is  the  victim — crush  it  There  it 
tbe  ofHeial  record  of  the  Senate— crush  it.  There  is  the 
very  body  Itself,  the  collected  Senate  of  Ihe  United 
SUtei— crash  It.  And  do  you  crash  it,  gentlemenf  Do 
you  expunge  the  Senate  fur  daring  to  speak  a  word  in 
ita  laat  expiring  hours,  to  indicate  that  it  is  still  a  oo^>r< 
dinate  branch  of  the  Government,  and  in  favor  of  the 
dying  liberty  of  the  land^  I  ask,  again,  whom  it  is  that 
you  thus  offer  to  stigmatized  On  whom  ia  this  reaohi- 
lion  to  act'  Against  what  boily  ts  your  blow  directed? 
What  body  will  you  brand  with  infamy,  at  the  aristocrat' 
ic  branch  of  the  Government'  It  ia  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Statett  your  own  Senate.  That  it  the  violin 
dragged  out  for  immolatton  to  the  powers  that  be. 

But  this  expunging  process  is  defended  by  the  gentle* 
man  from  Virginia,  on  Ihe  ground  that  it  is  a  grestcngine 
to  maintain  the  cause  of  human  liberty.  And  how  doet 
he  attempt  to  maintain  his  position?  Why,  traly,  be- 
cause it  was  resorted  to  in  England  in  rapport  uf  tbe 
right  of  popular  election.  Ay?  And  will  gentlemen 
seek  to  wrest  out  of  the  hands  of  tbe  British  wbigt  a 
weapon  to  powerfully  wielded  by  them,  but  in  a  causa 
ao  different?  For  whom  did  they  employ  it'  and  sgainat 
whom?  Was  it  not  uaed  to  protect  popular  rigbta?  to" 
guard  the  rights  of  popular  bodies?  the  riglits  o(  the 
people  and  the  rights  of  Parliament  against  the  arbitrary 
power  of  the  King  and  of  tbe  royal  party  in  the  House  of 
Commona?  Was  it  wielded  for  the  whigs  gainst  Ihe  to- 
riea>  orforthetorieatgainstthewhiga?  Let  the  gentle- 
man answer.  Yes;  when  the  beams  ol  liberty  straggle  out 
to  day  and  gild  the  British  history  once  iiht«  o  hundred 
years,  you  find  this  process  of  expunging  resorted  to  by 
uur  sturdy  ancestors  in  their  straggles  with  the  Crown, 
and  aa  an  extreme  measure,  to  resist  the  encroachments 
of  lawless  poweri  not,  as  here,  to  wipe  out  and  obliterate 
forever  the  Uat  effort  for  freedom.  If  the  resolution  uf 
ParliaoMnt  in  the  great  Westminster  election  h*d  been 
in  fitror  of  Wilket,  and  against  Hr.  Lnttrel,  would  it 
have  been  expunged?  No,  air.  II  was  because  it  wat 
entered  at  the  instance  of  Lullrel  against  John  Wilkes, 
the  Patroclus  over  whose  body  thii  fight  for  freedom 
was  maintainedt  that  was  the-  reason  of  its  expuaciion 
from  the  journals.  -And  it  forms  one  of  the  most  omi- 
nous signa  of  the  times  we  live  in,  that  here,  the  moit 

iioweriul  engines  wielded  in  the  land  of  our  ancestors  in 
iiTor  of  popular  r^t^  are  all  teiaed  upon  and  employed 
for  tiie  increaae  and  adranocment  of  executive  power. 
All  that  belong!  to  the  people  ia  invoked  only  to  betray 
them.  The  people,  the  people,  the  voice  of  the  peo^ 
pie,  gentlemen  claim  as  their  own .  They  cite  every  pop* 
ular  argumenti  and  all  for  what?  To  hold  up  the  cause 
of  -ihe  many  against  the  few;  of  the  millions  against  the 
grasping  powerof  the  one?  No,  siri  no,  no.  All  these 
mighty  mitUre  powers  are  eaUed  up  tocxah  tb^cxccu- 
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tive,  and  to  put  down  the  legislative  powers  to  increase 
the  power  of  the  one  against  the  rigbta  of  the  m«ny. 
They  are  brought  Torwam  to  silence.  Tor  all  future  lime, 
the  Toice'  of  the  Senate,  whenever  it  shall  be  raised 
•gunst  the .  encRMchmeKts  of  power.  Yes,  sir,  titey 
•eek  lo  hang  up  in  lerrorem  over  your  head,  and  in  full 
view  of  every  Senator,  a  scourge,  to  be  applied  without 
mercy  to  any  who  shall  dare  to  use  aught  but  the  lau- 
gusgeof  eulogy. 

"  HorrlUlli  seders  flagello," 
that  is  the  Tate  which  awaits  him.  It  is  to  be  set  up  by 
way  of  memento,  to  muzzle  this  body  for  all  future  time. 
No,  tir,  our  voice  must  never  be  beard  aave  In  strains  of 
adulation,  and  in  chanting  palinodes  like  that  which  has 
recently  been  furnished  as  a  pattern  to  this  body. 

A  gentleman,  whoae  talents  and  intelligence  I  highly 
honor,  hss  asked  ua  to  atrip  this  matter  of  all  the  hum- 
huggery  wiiich  has  been  thrown  around  it.  Well,  sir, 
let  us  do  so.  And  what  is  it,  when  thus  denuded,  but  a 
bit  in  the  mouth  of  this  Senate,  to  bring  it  down  when 
it  becomes  too  restive  for  the  taste  or  safety  of  those  in 
power;  so  that  the  Chief  Msgistrute  may,  undisturbed  by 
its  currettingr,  proceed  to  seize  upon  the  national  treas- 
ure, and  repeal  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court;  and 
if  any  adventurous  mouth  shall  dare  to  whisper  he  is  act- 
ing against  the  constitution,  such  rashness  may  instantly 
be  checked  by  the  warning  "hushl  take  care!  re- 
member the  expunging  resolution! — do  you  wish  to 
bring  ua  sgain  under  the  discipline  of  the  blaek  lines?" 
I  suppose  the  fae  simile  of  that  blotted  and  defaced  page 
of  our  records  will  be  fixed  up  in  some  conspicuous  po- 
fillon  above  the  seat  of  our  presiding  officer,  so  that 
when  we  would  dare  to  think,  to  feel,  and  to  speak,  as 
freemen  and  American  legislators,  we  may  look  up,  and, 
beholding  the  awful  monitor,  may  put  our  hands  on  our 
mouths,  and  our  mouths  in  the  dust,  and  repent,  while 
it  I*  yet  time,  all  auch  preaumptuoua  au>iratioos. 

In  other  dsjra  it  baa  often  bappened  that  iaceesrire 
Senates  have  differed  from  each  other  in  0|Mnions  and 
policy,  and  have  in  like  manner  differed  from  the  F.zec- 
utive,  and  each  Senate  has  freely  expressed  its  own  senti- 
ments. In  regard  lo  the  United  Slates  Bank,  for  exam- 
'ple,  the  opinions  of  this  body  have  varied  at  different 
perioda.  The  Senate,  at  one  time,  thought  that  bank 
constitutional;  at  another  time  they  thought  it  unconsti- 
tutionait  a  majority  now  consider  it  as  a  monster.  Why 
R<n,  then,  expunge?  Why  not  draw  your  black  lines 
round  that  part  of  your  Journal  which  records  the  act 
by  which  that  bank  was  chartered?  The  resolution 
against  whicth^'our  msgnanimous  wrath  is  now  directed 
bus  done  no  harm.  It  has  ted  lo  no  action.  It  has 
brought  no  long  train  of  evils  on  the  country.  But  the 
charter  of  the  Hank  of  the  United  States— what  did  not 
that  effect?  That  was  no  empty  declaratioii  of  opinion. 
It  was  a  substantial  act.  And  lo  what  a  long  blaifk  cata- 
logue of  national  olamitiea  did  it  not  in  your  opinion 
lead?  If  any  thing  is  to  be  expunged,  why  not  expunge 
that*  It  seems  not  to  have  entered  the  imaginations  of 
gentlemen  un  the  other  side  to  draw  their  lines  round 
that  resolution.  Yet  the  honorable  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia btheves  most  sincerely  that  the  act  was  unconstitu- 
tional. He  holds  that  it  led  to  consequences  greatly 
delrimeniat  lo  the  nttional  good,  and  tells  t»  that  the 
President  deMrvea  the  everlasting  gratitude  of  the  coun- 
try for  having  nbolished  and  destroyed  the  hank.  Well, 
air,  if  it  is  not  fit  in  that  case,  how  and  why  is  it  fit  in 
this'  Because  this  violates  the  rights  of  the  people? 
So  did  that.  Is  this  unconstitutional?  So  was  the  other. 
Is  this  derogatory  lo  the  Feelings  and  wishes  of  the 
President?  So  waa  that.  Is  the  Senate  bound  in  duly 
to  express  its  disappnibalion  of  this  act  t  Why  not  of 
the  other?  But  is  it  really  ao  great  an  offence  to  differ 
from  ibe  Present  on  e  coutitutlMial  queMkm,  ittQaueh 


ihat  all  traces  of  such  a  thing  must  be  obliterated  frem 
our  records?  that  it  must  be  effaced— expunged — purged 
off?  Why,  sir,  the  President  differs  from  in  conatnt^ 
on  constitutional  points;  and  both  he  and  lliis  Senate  d^ 
fer  widely  from  President  Washington  on  a  eoiwtitulioo- 
al  point,  viz;  on  the  constitutioualtty  of  Ibe  Bank  of  the 
United  Slates.  Why  is  not  ihe  opinion  of  Waahinglon 
lo  be  expunged^  Why  not  go  hick,  and  hoUhisnop 
aa  a  sacrifice?  H  bar,  indeed,  in  some  sort,  been  already 
done.  You  have  have  not  broken  into  the  aepuMne  of 
Uount  Vernon,  and  dug  up  hie  bones  and  burnt  ikem, 
like  WIckliffe's,  but  you  bave  immolated  bis  nanr; 
his  virtues,  his  glory,  have  been  Uken  from  biaa  nd 
transferred  to  another.  Why  not  make  your  sacrifice 
complete?  If  ihe  principle  on  which  you  act  ia  jeakmy 
fisr  the  honor  and  power  of  the  Executive,  why  m, 
when  former  Presidents  haveaent  oa  measageacMHitoiwag 
unconatitulional  notions,  expunge  their  nwaaagea  froa 
your  archives?  The  Fretident  sent  us  s  ncawfe  in  the 
panic  seanon  of  1834.  How  would  genllenea  have 
uken  it,  bad  those  who  constituted  the  majorhy  aft  tha* 
day  proposed  to  expunge  it  from  the  recorcU? 

Both  Houses  of  Congress  have  differed  from  otbsf 
Presidents.  Doeaany  gentleman  here-drearo  of  a  lead- 
ing member  in  either  Houae  under  the  Jefferson  adaainfr 
tration  proposing  to  expunge  any  prcaidenttnl  opimsn 
which  did  not  correspond  with  his  own?  Or  would  ai^ 
supporter  of  the  wise,  the  grave,  the  sedate,  the  tem- 
perate, the  forbearing  Madiaon,  ever  conceive  the  no> 
lion  that  he  wuto  be  propitiated  by  effacing  Ibe  records' 
Did  he  ever  require  his  friends  to  depart  from  their  p»ib- 
tic  dutiea,  neglect  the  exigencies  of  the  public  boaifKm, 
and  addreas  themselves  to  this  most  extraordinary  method 
of  silencingthe  indignation  of  a  Preaident?  Tbere  was> 
great  siroggle  in  '98,  and  after  a  kmg  course  of  moat 
bitter  and  acrimonious  party  warfive,  the  repubfica* 
party  eventually  triumphed,  and  catase  into  poweri  bal 
in  the  very  heat  of  conqunt,  and  still  covered,  miC  ««^ 
with  lite  aweat  and  the  duil  of  battle,  did  it  oooe  enter 
into  their  heads  to  expunge  from  the  public  joumnb  the 
acts  of  their  predecessors?  Or  could  it  now  occur  to 
the  minds  of  intelligent  and  honorable  men  that  ibcy  an 
called  u  pon  to  vindicate  the  ashes  of  the  illustrioiia  dead  hf 
removing  from  the  national  archivea  all  traceaof  difercace 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  either  House  of  Congreao  from 
the  departed  saviours  of  our  country?  Dare  ilie  hoaomhla 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  riae  to  hit  place,  mad,  w^  a 
reverend  regard  to  yonder  image  of  Washington,  isrtio* 
duce  a  reaolution  to  expunge  whatever  on  our  jouraal 
intinules  a  difference  uf  opinion  from  that  ^real  man? 
Will  he  venture  to  look  into  that  venerable  nnd  raner- 
ated  countenance,  *  and  make  such  a  motion  in  thiacha» 
ber?  No,  air.  Hie  own  heart  tells  him  that  the  m»n 
would  frown  upon  him  from  iu  frame,  and,  coald  it  a|ic^ 
would  cry.  Forbear.  Destroy  not  your  cooattlulioB.  IKs* 
honor  not  your  own  archives.  Draw  no  black  UatS 
upon  your  journal  on  my  account.  Write  no  history  far 
me.  My  history  is  written  in  a  nation's  e}-e«.  I  deain 
you  to  play  off  no  mountebank  farce  for  my  gloryt  it  ia 
safe  in  the  keeping  of  my  countrymen.  Ye^  siri  sash 
would  be  the  Unguage  of  Waahii^tM>i  aad  I  vett  Iebm 
tliat  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennqrhnmia  baa  itt  n- 
sponse  in  his  heart.  And,  air,  we  are  net  called  lade 
this  for  (he  illustrious,  great,  and  good,  who  have  da> 
psrted,  shall  we  do  It  for  the  living,  because  be  ia  powev- 
ful?  Because  he  is  the  dispenser  of  office,  who  isio 
propagate  his  own  system  of  policy  through  aaecbrt 
generation,  and  to  transfuse  his  own  vital  spirit  iaiaa 
living  branch  of  the  sane  stem?  If  this  aacrific*  whM 
be  offered  lo  the  ilUiatrioas  dead*  whom  btatary  laiil' 
ready  fixed  in  niches  of  inperirtiable  bomr*  era  aigM 
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ndare  it  with  greater  pttieDce.  Bat  to  a  liring  man* 
iad  a  man  who  can  reward  the  deed,  nr*  I  cannot  look 
tlwtlu»gttead%  in  the  &ce.  1  protest  to  yoa  that  mj 
iMMM  hnrt  ii  boved  down  at  the  thousht  with  lorrow 

MdllMM. 

B«t  the  deed  ia  to  be  done.  Statea  have  apoken. 
Whether  the  pec^le  of  the  United  SUtes  bafe  spoken 
aigrbt  bearaqoeation.  Certainly  many  Stateshave  uttered 
tbcir  Toice,  wboae  right  to  apeak  I  ahould  be  the  Uat  to 
qaeatteo.  That  they  hare  acted  under  mtataken  views, 
I  have  not  a  doubt.  The  act  is  fraught  with  most  dan- 
gemaceiiaetiuenoea.  It  inflicts  deep  wounds  on  tbe 
vgaitf  and  the  potent^  of  this  bodyi  for  I  see  in  the 
•MMcnaneea  of  nany  honorable  gentlemeo  that  they 
woald  ^adly  avoid  this  thing,  and  would,  if  they  eould, 
amid  the  deed..  I  do  believe  that,  in  the  very  mo* 
neafcofinflictiag  tbe  blow,  their  hearts  will  be  haunted 
by  the  Msoe  emotiona  which  fill  and  oppress  my  own. 
Aad  while,  under  the  pressure  of  dire  necesnly,  they 
rsiae  the  axe,  tbey  feel  prepared,  like  other  execution* 
Cfs,  first  to  ask  pardon  of  the  victim.  -  Ay,  sirt  I  believe 
that  when  it  comes  to  the  actual  pemrmanea  nf  the 
tngedf,  there  will  be  a  secret  whii^Kr  in  their  ear  that 
wM  Bay  to  theio,  perhaps  in  this  case  our  party  feelings 
have  pressed  us  a  Itltle  too  far.  And  when,  after  a  sol- 
emn aed  Bownfiil  pause,  the  Secretary  has  performed 
bia  detested  office,  and  haa  mangled  the  record  of  the 
Sesatcv  will  any  here  rise  in  his  place  and  cry  alood, 
(fee*  periib  all  trntorsf  Or  will  tbey  not  rather  bang 
iJbew  beads,  and,  aoiiting  on  their  breasts,  heave  ntoum- 
M  tif^km  over  so  hard  a  necessity^  1  shall  witness  it| 
aed  wiMtevcr  I  may  feel,  I  shall  feel  nothing  personally. 
Be  ftr  aa  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  can  fold  my  arms 
in  perfect  coolness,  and  wilnes*  the  deedwithoutsiirink- 
ing.  All  I  feel  now  is  for  the  Senate — is  for  the  consti- 
l«itio»--Ha  for  the  country.  I  may  cry  wo,  wo,  to  Bng- 
Irad:,  but  not  to  me.  In  a  moment  1  shall  recorer  my 
srifiposaewoa,  ^all  rise,  shall  rejoioei  that  it  was  my  good 
foMans  to  have  my  name  enteredon  the  same  page  where 
the  r^[ht•  of  this  twdy  were  recorded*  and  that  there*  in 
company  wKh  tbe  Senate's  honor,  it  shall  safely  abide 
forcWr,  m  spite  of  your  black  lines. 

Ur.  RIVBS  followed*  and  addressed  the  Senate  at 
great  length  in  support  of  the  resolution.  (It  appesVs 
tet,  firom  aooe  cause  unknown  to  the  pabrishers*  this 
■peeeh  waanever  reported.] 

When  Mr.  Iterss  bad  takea  hta  seat, 

Mr.  MOORE  rose  and  said:  Allusions  had  been  made 
by  Ae  Senator  firom  Virginia  [Mr.  Rirsa]  to  instructions 
^rf  tbe  Legidatures,  in  n^er  to  influence  the  voles  of 
BSBStora  raative  to  this  very  extraordinary  procedure. 
Aad  as  tbe  gentleman  may  have  intended  a  compliment 
t»  Alabama  by  techiding  her  in  hia  allaaions,  he  felt  it  to 
be  Ma  dv^  to  explain  tlic  character  of  her  l^^ktive  ac- 
tion on  tbte  subject. 

[Bcre  Mr.  Rtrn  mae  and  said  be  intended  nothing 
Bpeeial  a>  rmrded  Alabawai  bis  remark  was  intended 
Is  be  fCBcrai.] 

Mr.  M.  resumed  and  said*  although  the  explanation 
«sa  satiafiHStory,  yet,  as  be  was  up,  he  hoped  he  would 
be  inilnlfed.in  making  a  few  comments  only.  He  did 
aot  eotertma  the  vain  hope  that  he  could  add  any  thing 
ta  tbe  imeresting  debate  that  had  already  occurred  upon 
the  teeolmioas  now  before  the  Senaiei  and,  as  one  who  in* 
tended  to  vote  ^;ainit  tbem,  he  felt  that  be  nright  well 
content  himself  wMb  tbe  ai|;ument  and  views  that  bad 
been  nrged  by  others,  not  tmy  on  a  former  occasion, 
bat  tbe  very  able  expnaition  with  which  (he  Senate  was 
fevoeed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentuoky  [Mr.  Carrraa- 
vsn]  on  yesterday,  and  also  hj  Uie  Senator  firom  South 
Caraliaa  [Mr.  Paxeroa]  to-day. 

Bat  the  Senator  Awn  Virginia  [Mr.  Ritbs]  haa  not 
betn  M»  to  tea  4w  Ibree  of  any  argument  from  that 


quarter.  This  is  not  unlikely.  The  peculiar  sitostion  of 
that  gentleman,  as  connected  with  the  question,  was  not 
well  calculated  to  carry  conviction  to  bis  mind.  Yet 
others  may  well  Im^ne,  to  my  their  ailment  was  lucid 
and  forcible  wonid  not  do  justice  to  those  gentlemen. 
Sir,  the^  were  withering  in  sarcasm,  eloquent  and  con* 
vineing  in  argument. 

Hr.  H.  could  not  say  how  certain  Senators,  advocatea 
for  the  black -line  process,  felt,  but  auured  (he  President 
he  himself  was  delighted,  and  could  fain  have  wi^ed 
that  crowds  of  those  who  had  dispensed  with  tbe  trouble 
of  thinking  and  judging  for  themselves  upon  great  polit* 
ieal  questions,  contenting  themselves  with  transferring 
this  important  political  pnvilege  tntothe  hands  of  others,  to 
be  exereised  for  them,  bad  been  present  upon  the  occasion. 

Hr.  H.  reminded  his  coDeagoe  that  when  these  reso- 
lutions were  first  discussed  at  a  former  session,  he  and 
himself  were  found  side  by  side,  shoulder  to  shoulder, 
eiereising  their  united  influence  in  opposition  to  them, 
although  at  that  time  they  had  received  the  instructions 
of  the  General  Assembly,  commanding  their  vote  in  their 
favorf  that  hu  collewue  and  hinaelf  then  followed  tho 
lead  of  that  stern  and  Infle^ble,  but  nmch  abused  and 
slandered  patriot  and  statesman,  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  [Hr.  Whits,]  who  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, having  for  its  object  the  repeal  and  rescinding 
the  obnoxious  resolution  of  the  Senate,  which  censured 
the  President,  (and  which  tbey  had  not  voted  for,)  there- 
by stamping  it  with  the  disspprobation  of  this  body,  and 
at  the  mme  time  preserving  tne  coiurtitntlon  inviolate. 

We  then  thought  this  was  all  that  eouU  have  been 
reasonably  expected,  and  that  this  would  do  ample  jiw* 
lice  to  General  Jackson.  We  thought  then,  aa  he  (Mr. 
M.)  thought  now,  that  this  was  not  a  legitimste  subject 
upon  which  the  General  Assembly  possessed  the  right  to 
give  instructions.  To  render  instructions  binding,  the 
subject-matter  must  be  conatitutionsi  and  properi  they 
must  not  require  the  public  servant  to  perform  an  un- 
worthy or  an  Immnrsl  act)  they  cannot  require  him  to 
violate  the  constitution  of  the  land.  That  sacred  inatni* 
ment,  which  we  have  pledged  ourselves  to  support  by 
taking  a  solemn  oath  at  your  desk,  requires  the  Senate 
to  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  for  the  most  irapor- 
tant  and  valuable  purposes.  Among  these  were  tbe 
following,  vizi  that  our  constituents  and  postetity  may 
read  and  know  our  act»,  in  order  that,  if  they  be  evil,  we 
may  receive  merited  censure,  and  if  virtnoua,  that  the 
journals  may  be  resorted  to  as  the  means  of  defence  and 
justification.  To  expunge,  therefore,  any  portion  of 
the  journals  of  the  Senate,  to  his  mind,  would  be  a  roost 
flagrant  and  palpable  violation  of  that^ered  instrument. 

The  appeal  which  his  colleague  and  himself  had  made 
from  the  judgment  of  the  General  Assembly  had  been 
responded  to  by  tbe  peoplet  a  more  mature  deliberation 
had  taken  place  as  to  the  propriety  of  expunging  tbn 
journals  of  the  Senate,  and  at  the  two  last  aetsions  of  the 
Legislature  the  eflTort  was  i^in  renewed  to  repam  tbe 
resolutions  of  inatruelions,  in  order  to  command  our 
votes.  Tbey  failedt  they  could  not  be  foreed  through  the 
Senate.  Here  was  a  triumph  of  principle  over  party 
spirit  and  party  drill  and  discipline.  In  favor  of  the  con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  bnd.  And  now  he  was  called 
upon  again  to  vote  upon  the  expunging  resolution!  hia 
opinitm  remained  unchanged)  be  should  again  vote  against 
them,  and  he  hoped  again  in  company  with  his  collesgoe, 
which  be  could  not  doubt  The  instructions  being 
withdrawn,  he  had  grest  pleasure  in  voting  under  cir- 
cumstances so  strongly  indicating  the  approval  of  the 
citixens  of  the  State,  aa  it  was  in  accordance  with  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment  and  conacimce. 

Nr.  H.  said  lus  colleague  would  recollect  that  when 
they  retnnwd  to  the  bosom  of  their  xouUttimts,  tbn 
Mune  DWaniK  of  juuioeaitiwiebehipfaHiU^liwto  hbn 
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that  hit  collnirue  had  b«en  farored  witht  that  U  had 
bceo  hb  misrortunc  to  have  the  vote  referred  to  in  op- 
potion  to  the  expun^fing  reaohitiooa  made  the  aubject 
of  oenntre  and  denunciallon.  bjr  a  eontrmptibte  pubKe 
meeting,  called  in  the  vicinity  of,  and  donbtleaa  at  the 
loBlanceorfa  public  functionary  high  in  oflioein  Alabama* 
•  slave  to  the  kitchen  «bin«i  i  and  thit  meeting,  cotn- 
poacd  of  his  alavihh  panitant.  had  the  indecency  and 
groa«  injutlice  to  denounce  and  cenrare  bim  fur  not 
obeying  the  initnietions  of  the  General  Aasentbly  t  while 
hit  collei4pie«  who  gave  ibe  lame  vote,  and  made  a  longer 
■pceoh  against  the  right  and  propriety  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Le{pa1a1urc,  receivrd  laudatory  resolutions. 
He  (Hr.  M.)  would  not  say  this  was  done  on  account  of 
bis  cullesgueV  vote  on  the  expungng  resolutions,  but 
mainly,  be  presumed,  fur  his  support  of  those  measures 

Sleulated  to  promote  the  success  of  the  inttividual  te- 
sted by  General  Jackson  to  succeed  him.  It  was  upon 
tbia  subject  that  hU  difference  in  hit  official  conduct 
flrom  his  colleague  was  so  criminal.  It  matters  not  in 
these  modem  tioics  of  democratic  republicanism  famr 
consUtcnt  and  faiihful  a  public  servant  may  be*  as  re- 
gards principles  and  meawrest  this  availeth  nothing*  he 
Bust  advocate  the  caucus  nom'neet  this  was  the  only 
true  test  of  mcritt  and  although  he  had  known  the  time 
when  a  great  majority,  perhaps  nine  tenths,  of  his  con- 
stituents were  with  him  on  this  very  question,  yet,  by 
means  of  a  borrowed  capital,  this  obsequious  nominee  of 
the  president  and  hia  omce*holders  had  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining the  vote  of  the  State. 

He  (Mr.  H.)  would  bow  with  due  submission  to  the 
will  of  his  constituents,  but  he  hoped  his  enemies  would 
not  succeed,  by  making  up  false  issues,  in  their  cffurts  to 
deceive  the  people.  All  ha  wikbed  was  sheer  justice. 
While  he  was  proud  to  be  in  company  with  those  with 
whom  he  was  associated  on  this  queatiop,  he  yet  claimed 
to  be  a  true  republican,  a  Jelfersonisn  republican,  a  re- 

Kblican  of  the  old  schoolt  and  if  he  was  not  claimed  ss 
longing  to  the  democratic  republican  parly,  according 
to  the  modern  aeceptstion  of  the  term,  which  he  believed 
meant  nothing  more  nnr  less  than  a  tame  and  srrvile 
lubmisMin  to  the  will  of  one  man,  ss  regarded  his  favor- 
ite leleetcd  to  succeed  him,  yet  he  claimed  to  have  been 
B  consistent  advocate  of  all  the  great  principles  and 
measures  which  were  proclsimed  by  the  Chief  Msgis- 
trate  and  hia  friends,  in  that  m«-morable  eonlrst  which  re- 
aulted  in  his  triiimpli,  in  which  many  of  those  who  now 
seek  to  distinguish  themselvei  as  his  (Mr.  M'i>)  poliiical 
enemiasand  persecutors,  werenctive  and  bilterin  the  ranks 
of  General  Jackson's  opponentsi  and  among  IheaewkS 
the  very  individual  who  '»  now  at  the  head  of  the  parly, 
who,  as  soon  as  victory  had  crowned  our  efforts^  de- 
■erted  hia  friends  and  his  party,  and  proposed  to  enter 
In  the  service  of  the  old  hero,  provided  be  could  receive 
pardon  for  the  past,  and  rewards  for  his  future  service. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  had  staled  iliat  he  had  given  a  liberal 
■Dpportto  all  Ihe  leading  measures  avowed  by  General 
Jackson  and  his  friends  in  their  contest  for  power.  Among 
these  were  reform  and  retrenchment,  as  regarded  the 
eipenditures  of  this  Guvernmentt  opposition  to  that  sys- 
tem of  internitl  improvrment  which  sought  to  lax  one 
portion  of  the  ciUzeni  of  this  country  for  (he  benefit  of 
another,  including  the  tanfT;  the  policy  reliitive  to  the 
Indians)  the  resrrvation  of  Ihe  elective  franchise  in  its 
purityi  oppoattiun  to  the  practice,  so  corruplinfr,  oF ap- 
pointing meoibers  I'f  Congress  to  office,  Etc.;  and  he 
Challengtd  his  pulii'rcal  enrmies  to  point  iheir  Gnger  to 
ftny  instance  in  which  he  liad  not  faithfully  sustained  all 
tbe«c  great  principlest  and  although  he  and  bis  friends 
bad  been  pro«cribed,  he  could  view  his  course  without 
regret,  and  with  an  sppn»ving  conscience,  which  he 
would  not  exchange  for  all  the  satisfaction  his  enemies 
imght  enj*^  fur  Oieir  Tindietive  persecution.  He  hoped, 


at  some  future  day,  that  justice  woidd  b*  awardcdtehim 
which  is  now  withbeld. 

If  be  bad  come  here  to  get  office  for  himeelf  or  bis 
friends,  and,  looking  to  that  object  aloae,  bad  forgoKcn  I 
the  inlereat  of  bis  eonatitoents,  be  might  ea«ly  have  sap- 
ported,  aa  others  did,  every  measure  of  ibe  adnaimtra. 
lion,  right  or  wroi^.    He  might  have  au stained  tba  : 
Chief  Usgislrate  in  the  extraordinary  prerogetive  af  i 
nominating  bia  successor,  and  in  that  equally  dangw^  I 
but  more  unworthy  and  emtemptible  olitject  of  mafib* 
ting  tbe  journals  of  the  Senate. 

But  the  black-line  proceas  was  not  original  with  the 
mover,  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Hr.  IIbstov.]  The 
resolution,  as  originally  introduced,  proceeded  boldly  w 
the  object.  He  was  sorry  to  say  this  metaphorieal  ends 
of  expunging  emanated  from  Virginia.  He  deeply  re- 
gretted  it.  He  had  been  taught  to  entertwn  fm  that  re- 
nowned Slate  the  bigheat  reape etf  but  tbia  waa  n  pr^eot 
whiob  aought  to  do  that  by  indirection  whMi  ibenindi 
of  tbe  measure  did  not  dare  do  bydireet  mtana  Tbe 
modtfieation,  therefore,  was  far  from  reeommeuding  tbe 
messure  to  hia  favor. 

Mr.  NILES- asked  for  lite  reading  of  the  rettrfotiM, 
omitiing  the  preamble)  which  having  been  read  by  tbs 
Secretarr,  Mr.  N-  said  that  he  had  some  thougfau  of 
moving  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  readutioa  width 
related  to  the  black  lines,  which  eeemed  to  dietutb  lbs 
feelings  of  honorable  Benators  so  mueh.  He  had  es 
partialily  to  that  part  of  the  resolution,  and  should  pre- 
fer that  the  process  or  mode  of  expunging  »h««M  be 
Dmitted.  But  tbe  resolution  waa  so  drawn  ibat  be 
could  not  well  move  to  amend  it)  and  aa  he  waa  eat 
very  solicitous  about  that  part  which  relatea  to  tbe  black 
lines,  one  way  or  the  other,  he  should  not  make  tbe  nw-  | 
tion.  What  he  esteemed  as  the  essential  and  anbtiae- 
tive  part  of  the  resolution,  or  what  the  bwyera  call  tbe 
gist  and  gravamen,  the  pith  and  subsianee  of  tbe  whalr, 
wou'd  stand  as  well,  and  answer  the  purpeae  intended 
quite  ss  effectually,  without  the  part  relating  to  the  black 
lines.  He  considered  ihst  the  turn  and  substance  of  tbe 
whole  consisted  in  thai  expressive  and  appropriate  weed, 
*'expunge"— that  he  could  by  no  means  consent  to  part  j 
witht  it  was  the  word  which  he  liked,  and  which  the  | 
people  aeemed  to  like.  It-  bad  become  a  very  popelsr 
word  of  late,  and  it  expressed  fully  and  complctdy  whrt 
was  intended  to  be  done;  but  the  form  of  doing  it  waa 
of  little  consequence  with  him.  Whether  it  waadoae 
typically  or  physically,  or  by  drawing  black  lines  areaad 
the  obnoxious  resolution,  or  by  the  Irgal  import,  efficrf^, 
and  effect,  of  the  word  "expunge,"  was  with  him  a 
matter  of  indifference.  He  looked  at  the  subataaee, 
and  not  the  form;  and  the  object  aimed  at  waa  to  peri^  I 
our  journal,  by  removing  from  it  tbe  obnoxioua  and  ua*  ' 
constitutional  resolution  of  March,  1834,  or  to  {4aee 
upon  its  face  the  mark  and  stamp  uf  reprobatioo. 

I  am,  however,  sorry,  said  Mr.  N.,  that  thooe  black 
lines  have  hid  so  serious  an  effect  on  the  iroaicioaliaM 
of  honorable  Senators-  They  seem  to  have  filled  tbeir 
imaginaiions  with  all  sorts  of  dark  and  eombre  images 
and  to  have  cast  so  dark  a  aliade,  so  thick  a  glooo^  ever 
the  subject,  that  they  cuinot  illustrate  their  tdeaa'  im  any 
other  Way  than  by  refere'nce  to  those  sotemn  eeremoetei^ 
those  mournful  and  ascred  rites,  which  compriae  the  bst 
duties  that  man,  in  this  mortal  world,  performs  for  bii 
fellow-man.  This  expunging  business,  it  »eems  baa  at 
laU  become  a  sort  of  funeral  ceremony.  Well.  nr.  if 
ihisias",  if  this  matter  has  become  so  solemn  and  Mf 
rowful,  he  hoped  it  might  be  a  monitory  and  useM 
lesson  to  us  all,  individually  and  collectively,  as  a  atr^ 
king  ami  impressive  example  of  the  inatabiliiy  and  mnia- 
tionsofallthlnga  intbia  world,  wheilier  pubheurpti' 
vate.  Sir,  this  solemn  aeenc,  which  is  now  cempawi 
to  a  funeral  ceremo{ia^,f|^i^<^g4e*MMBa( 
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S'le  mm  oppoiite  elMneter.  Tt»e  pr«eeeding«t  Mr.  un* 
'  the  Mohition  which  it  is  now  pn^KMcd  to  cxpangr, 
ItfJ  of  rctenbrinir  the  moBi  nlemn  tnd  Mrrowful  of 
■11  eartbljr  ritet.  Wis  of  th«  mott  Joyoui  ohantcter;  it  wu 
%  gfttt  national  jubilee,  whiob  continued  from  day  to 
day.  aad  week  to  week,  for  more  than  three  months. 

The  trial  and  condemnation  of-  the  Pretident,  the  dr> 
MnMitory  tpeechee.  and  the  whole  proeen  of  ptnic- 
nakin^  wa«  a  Tenr  animating  and  i^oble  buaineas) 
Dicfw  were  no  bUck  lines  then  to  disturb  gentlemen*! 
'MfimtlDna,  or  fill  them  with  gloomy  Ti«on<{  the 
•etna  was  lively  and  animated,  full  of  hirh  hopes,  and 
characterised  by  fierce  eonfliets  of  party  strife  and  con- 
teafAon.  But  now  cornea  the  end.  IIow  great  the 
ehaage?  Thoae  black  expunging  lines  hare  cast  ao 
glooaqr  a  shade  over  the  whole  lubjeelt  that  they  can  be 
coBpared  only  to  the  solemn  pall.  Well,  sir,  if  this 
bat  ael  in  this  long  drama  must  be  eompared  to  a  lu* 
ansJ  ecrenonial,  he  thought  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
■s^ninir  lo  cseh  actor  hto  part.  The  resolution  of 
Uareh,  16S4.  which  isto  b«  espunged,  'nthecorpiet 
the  black  lines  to  be  drawn  around  it  are  the  pall;  and 
1m  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CBrmirsEir,]  it  is  evi- 
dent rran  his  tpeech  yesterday,  was  prrparnl  to  act  as 
nfinlMf  priest,  and  the  gentleman  fmm  South  Caroli. 
B»whobssi«s(  nddresMd  us  [Mr.  Pismit]  will  be 
— oeinted  with  himt  if  we  look  aroond  this  hall,  it  will 
not  bo  diflcult  to  discover  the  relatives  and  the  mourn- 
«nb  Tb«  prints  have  already  performed  their  part, 
Ifafjr  have  praised  the  dead,  and  admonished  the  livingi 
i^e  have  heard  their  fervid  invocations,  and  their  re- 
bearwl  of  the  solemn  dirge. 

-  Mr.  President,  we  have  been  told,  in  the  eloquent 
speecti  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pbis- 
*o*.]  tiMtt  the  resolution  before  ii%  and  the  whole  ex- 
ponfTing  proceeding,  is  intended  to  operate  againat  the 
BcMt<»rs  who  voted  for  the  resolution  of  March,  1BS4| 
that  it  ia  they  who  are  to  be  expunged  from  the  Senate] 
that  tbey  are  arrugned,  put  upon  ttteir  trial,  and  are  to 
be  Oondemned  and  offered  up  as  victims  to  exalt  and 
honor  the  President.  He  asserts  that  he  is  one  of  the 
miniber,  and  is  prepared  for  the  aaerifice,  and  calls  on 
the  executioners  to  come  forward  and  strike  tlie  deadly 
blow.  Having  placed  the  question  in'  this  light,  con* 
■dcred  bimsrlf  ami  bis  friends  as  the  accused,  and  vol> 
ootarily  taken  the  criminal's  seat,  it  was  to  have  been 
expected  that  we  should  have  heard  something  partaking 
of  ibe  character  of  a  defence.  Tliat  gentleman  appears  to 
have  been  selected  as  the  counsel  of  the  accused,  and, 
considering  his  acknowledged  abitily,  he  (Mr.  N.  )  had 
expected  an  able  defencet  for  oni>,  he  had  indulged  (fae 
hope  that  if  he  had  not  been  able  to  make  out  a  com. 
picte  joatifieation,  he  would  at  least  have  ahown  such 
CireumMsnces  of  extenuation,  which,  if  they  did  not 
pToduoe  m  rsrdiet  of  acquittal,  would  at  least  have  In- 
doced  the  triera  to  have  lecommended  tlie  accused  to 
mercy,  or  to  some  mitigation  nf  the  severity  of  the  pun- 
ishaierrt.  But  in  these  reasonable  expectations  he  had 
been  disappointed.  What  sort  of  a  defence  have  we  wit- 
Mssed^  Why,  nr,  the  grnlltman,  after  ha*in|?  vohin- 
larUy  nssumed  ibe  criminal's  seat,  immediately  changed 
the  chancter  of  an  accused  lo  nn  accuseri  he  at  once 
brcoaus  tbc  prosecutor,  and  attempts  to  defend  his  own 
Mt%  1^  boldly  denotineing  the  cnnduct  of  others.  In 
the  first  place,  he  arraigna  and  brings  before  the  bar  of 
the  Senate,  for  condemnation,  a  Urge  number  of  the 
sovereign  States  of  this  Uniont  all  the  Slates,  and  there 
was  not  less  than  eleven,  and  be  believed  more,  which 
have  instructed  tbdr  Senators  to  vole  to  expunge  the 
obnozioiw  resohition  of  Msrch.  1834.  are  btmly  de- 
■emeed.  Bb  own  State  wss  one  of  the  nurabert  n 
very  Miall  and  unimportant  member  of  the  eonfederaey, 
yet  Jcalott*  «f  Ui  r^bts  and  hooert  one  trf  the  good  oM 


**  thirteen"  which  oarried  the  country  aaWy  tbroiuh 
the  Reralutiont  ■*  God  bless  them,"  if  I  imy  be  permit- 
ted lo  repeat  a  deckration,  ofken  uwd,  of  a  dblinguished 
gentleman  of  Virginia,  now  no  more.  The  Legislature  of 
his  Slate,  by  a  very  lai^  msjorily,  about  two  thirds,  ho 
believed,  had  paswd  resolutions  condemning  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  March,  1834,  aa  false  in  point  of  fact, 
unconstitutional,  an  unwarrantable  assumption  of  power, 
and  dangerous  to  the  Itberties  of  the  country.  For  this 
act,  his  State,  with  others,  was  arraigned,  ridiculed,  and 
condemned.  And  whst  b  it  that  thrse  States  have  don^ 
that  they  are  denounced,  and  their  L^iriatures  treated 
aa  DO  better  than  so  many  osueuses?  Tiiey  hsve  had  the 
independence,  and  felt  it  to  be  a  duty,  to  express  an 
opinion  concerning  an  act  of  one  branch  of  thu  Gov* 
ernraent,  and  to  pronounce  it  unconstitutional  and  dan- 
gerous.  la  a  proceeding  of  this  description  to  be  de< 
nounced  as  factious,  a  mere  caucus  movement,  and  thal( 
ton,  by  the  great  champion  of  State  righlaf  Is  there  no 
example  for  this  measure  on  the  part  of  the  Slates.'  Has 
the  Senstor  fot^l  that  memorable  crisis  In  our  political 
history,  when  many  of  the  States,  fnllowing  the  lead  of  the 
•«  Ancient  Dominion,"  which  the  Srnator  has  attempted, 
in  an  especial  measure,  to  hold  up  to  scorn  and  con. 
tempi,  declared  an  set  of  ConRrtsa  lo  be  uncimstliu* 
tlonat,  and  dangerous  lo  the  rights  of  the  Slatea  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people*  In  their  bold  and  patriotio 
cnutse  then  they  weie  sustained  by  the  people,  as  they 
have  been  and  will  be  now. 

The  next  point  in  the  defence  consists  !n  a  general 
denuneUtion  of  the  people.  Mr.  N.  said  he  hoped  ho 
might  be  excused  For  alluding  to  the  people  of  the 
Ststest  for  notwilhatandin^,  on  another  occssion,  the  • 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Csndina  [Mr.  Pbsstob] 
,  seemed  to  doubt  their  existence,  still  he  thought  that  as 
yet  (hey  were  not  entirely  excluded  from  our  political 
system.  They  still  fi>rm  an  element  of  political  power. 
He  was  not  surprised  at  the  sneers  and  the  contempto* 
ooa  manner  in  which  the  people  and  popular  opinion  had 
been  spoken  ofj  but  he  was  somewhat  astonished  at  the 
efiiirt  to  hold  np  the  LeifislBlures  of  the  States  to  con* 
tempt,  coming  from  the  qnarter  that  it  didi  from  a  pro- 
fessed advocate  of  State  rights,  who  seemed  to  regard 
all  political  power  as  rightfully  belonging  to  the  oonttl- 
tutsd  authorities  of  the  States. 

The  able  and  eloquent  advocate  of  Uie  aceosed,  atill 
acting  as  public  prosecutor,  next  arraigns  the  nujority 
of  the  Senate.  This  seems  to  be  an  important  point  in 
bis  defence.  We  are  charged  with  a  bold  and  daring 
violation  of  the  constitution,  and  of  bf  ing  ready  to  im- 
molate, on  the  shrine  of  party,  the  liberties  of  our  coun- 
try) of  humbling  and  degrading  the  American  Senate  at 
the  feet  of  the  Executive,  and  lo  bestow  the  homage  of 
onr  adoration  on  the  President.  Sir,  we  deny  the 
eharget  we  repel  and  throw  it  back  on  those  fhwn  whom 
it  comes.  It  is  not  our  purpose  to  extit  the  Prendent 
St  the  expense  of  the  Senate)  it  is  not  our  purpose  to 
humble  or  disgrace  the  Senatri  far  from  it.  Our  object 
is  directly  the  reverse!  we  seek  to  remove  the  disgrace 
which  was  cast  upon  it  by  a  former  factioui  majoriiyt 
we  wish  to  restore  its  tarnished  honor,  to  purify  its  joti^ 
nals  to  regain  that  confidence  in  the  public  opinion 
which  it  had  lost. 

It  is  alto  BBid,  we  are  thirsting  for  the  blood  of  the 
victtmst  tbsl  we  are  now  demanding  judgment  and  exe- 
cution against  them.  But  from  whom  does  this  demand 
corned  who  is  it  that  is  prsying  for  execution?  Is  ft  the 
majority  here,  or  is  it  the  Sutes  and  the  people  F  Do 
we  not  faithfully  represent  their  will'  Sir,  it  n  the 
States  and  the  people  who  have  come  np  here,  and  are 
demandingjudgment  and  exceutioni  they  havedeetded 
this  qnestiont  they  have  given  in  Uicin  verdict,  and  they 
nov  demand  ezeeationi  |ti^)^s«HujOOQv&  that 
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Oknnot  be  miMndenlood,  nor  mfely  AtarenrdeA.  But 
we  are  told  that  the  expre«ioas  of  public  opinion  in 
support  of  the  expunging  procetat  whether  by  theLegis* 
laturei  or  th«  people,  htve  nil  mahed  from  pariyi  (bat 
it  to  til  the  miMmble  uid  dir^  work  of  owcimw  mm)  par- 
ty iwcbiDery,  which  have  been  brouf^t  to  bear  on  the 
question.  Thii  is  the  cammon  slang  of  iboK  who  defy 
public  opinion,  or  who  have  become  obnoxioua  to  its 
•enauret.  But  if  there  baa  been  any  thing  of  party  in 
this  matter,  and  he  was  not  diapoaed  to  deny  that  there 
bad,  from  whence  did  it  originate?  Did  it  eomnence 
with  the  expunging  retolution?  or  with  the  reaoluiion  of 
Mareb,  1834^  Sifr  whtt  was  the  obnoxiout  resolution, 
ftnd  the  whole  proceeding  under  but  the  work  of  par- 
ly J  It  was  a  party  metsure.  and  ao  regarded  by  all  par< 
ties  and  allelanes  at  the  tiroei  it  was  the  work  of  party 
at  a  time  of  great  excitement)  it  was  something  more 
than  party — it  was  faction,  the  very  madness  of  party. 
And  M  it  to  be  wondered  tt  that  the  opposititm  to  a 
violent  party  mranre  ahould  partake,  ia  some  degrer, 
of  s  party  character^  How  cmild  It  be  otherwise^ 
The  original  measure  was  designed  to  effect  political 
purposest  it  was  Intended  to  overthrow  the  administra- 
tion; to  aid  the  bank  in  the  work  of  agitation  and  panic- 
making.  The  charge  4>f  party  comes  with  an  ill  grace 
from  the  authors  of  (he  proceedings  of  1834. 

What  further  have  we  hesrd  in  defence  of  the  extra- 
ordinary measure  of  the  Senate  in  1834{  a  proceeding 
considered  by  a  large  miijority  of  the  people  aa  uncon- 
slltutional,  irregular,  and  highly  dangerous,  and  which 
sigitated  the  country  from  one  extreme  to  the  othert 
aroused  the  most  violent  pawiona,  destroyed  credit,  and 
occasioned  a  general  panief  What  have  we  heard  in 
relation  to  the  merila  of  the  resolotion  of  1834,  and  in 
justification  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate?  He  allu- 
ded rather  to  the  debate  of  the  last  aessiun  than  the 
present,  as  nothing  having  even  the  appearance  of  a  jus- 
tifleation  of  those  proceedings  had  been  witnessed  in  ihto 
debate.  Sir,  since  the  commencement  of  the  discussion 
of  the  resolntinn  befiire  ut,  the  prinoipnl  if  not  the  only 
ground  of  defence  which  had  been  relied  upon,  and 
which  had  been  pressed  upon  the  Senate  with  so  much 
xeal  and  such  an  array  of  talent,  was  nothing  more  than 
a  poor,  miserable,  coi>temptifale  plea  in  abatement,  found- 
ed upon  a'pitiable  quibble  upon  the  little  word  "keep." 
Surely  gentlenwn  were  under  great  obligations  to  that 
little  word,  aa  it  appeared  to  be  the  only  thing  there 
was  to  keep  them  in  countenance.  He  did  not  propose 
an  argument  in  the  case,  and  certainty  should  not  go  in- 
to one  on  this  question  of  shatement.  It  was  not  suited 
to  the  dignity  and  gravity  of  (be  subject,  but  much  more 
fitting  some  petty  cause  before  a  justice's  court.  It 
would  compare  with  a  queation  he  had  heard  before  a 
Juatiee^  court  in  his  own  State,  which  was,  whether  the 
wife  of  the  defendant  could  be  admitted  as  a  wltnessi 
tiie  point  wai  learnedly  at^ed,  and  the  magistrate  took 
lime  for  consideration,  and  finally  decided  that  she  could 
not  be  admitted  ss  a  witness,  yet  he  would  permit  her  to 
testify  as  a  circumstance.  Pleas  in  abatement  were  not 
favored  in  courts,  and  tliey  had  much  less  claims  to  fa- 
vor in  a  deliberative  assembly.  The  Senate  baa  no  ju- 
risdiction! This  ia  the  defence.  But  if  we  have  no  ju- 
riadiction  of  this  matter,  th^remust  be  jorisdiotioo  some- 
where. There  can  be  no  great  political  quesllon  in  this 
country  in  which  there  is  not  a  tribunal  competent  to 
decide  it.  If  there  is  no  other,  there  is  the  tribunal  of 
public  opinioni  and  it  is  there  this  question  haa  been 
considered  and  decided.  The  Senator  [Mr.  PacsroN] 
seems  to  admit  that  the  queation  has  been  decided,  and 
that  el)  which  remains  is  to  enter  up  Judgnacnl  siid  do 
execution. 

But  he  was  sorry  to  see  gentlemen  take  riielter  under 
this  plea  in  abatemeqt.   Why  do  they  not'  come  up  to 


the  merits  of  the  ease,  and  pvt  theioelTes  on  dKir  on 
try?   Guilty,  or  not  guiltyi  that  ia  the  issue.    Do  tb 
deny  the  facts  charged,  or  do  tbey  justify  Ibem?  A 
what  ia  the  joslifiaaltun'   It  wm  <hw  of  tte  Bost  cxh 
ordinary  iostiBcetions  he  had  emr  wltoeaed.  We  ha 
heard  little  of  it  nowf  but  th«  two  diatingwiriwd  gead 
men  who  addressed  the  Senate  last  seaaion,  with  all  Ah 
zeal,  industry,  and  ability,  had  not  bees  able  le  anas 
any  other  ground  of  juttiAcatioa  than  the  very  cxlm 
dinary  one,  that  the  resolution  of  1834*  and  tbepfoCM 
inga  under  it,  meant  just  nothing  at  all|  that  Wf  wa 
totally  withoot  meaning,  object,  or  purpose.  Thena 
lution,  we  are  told,  charges  no  «jme  or  offence  whs 
ever  upon  the  President.    It  vas  a  mere  exprsssioa  « 
our  opinion,  but  imparted  no  censure,  and  no  coaden 
nation  of  the  acta  of  (he  President.    It  wasootbiagMB 
than  a  declaration  that  the  Prcmduit  had  made  a  ni 
Uket  that  the  honeat  old  soldier  was  not  so  good  a  cos 
stitulional  lawyer  as  aome  of  the  great  cxpeoadenil 
the  eonatitution  in  the  Senitet  be  meant  well,  Us  m 
ti*es  were  good  and  patriotic,  hot,  with  the  most  faanM 
purposes,  he  had  fallen  into  errort  or,  as  (beyiayof  lli 
King  in  England,  he  had  been  badly  advisedthisadriMi 
or  cabinet  had  misjudged  as  to  the  tMmstitotioo  and  Ihs 
laws.    To  thia  very  extraordinary  juatificatioa  be  naU 
only  say,  that  if  the  majority  of  the  Senate  in  1834  wm 
not  in  earnest,  if  they  meant  nothtnji  by  tbeir  prDMed> 
ing%  they  very  much  deceived  their  friends  and  partiM 
throughout  the  country,  who  reaJ^  took  Asmiobeii 
earnest.   They  really  thought  that  the  trial  ^  the  FR» 
ident.  which  was  going  on  here  for  more  tbaa  tbM 
months,  meant  somethingt  and  they  were  certainly  is  cs^ 
neat)  no  men  ever  labored  with  more  seal,  indostiy, 
and  persevennce,  than  did  (he  bank  partisans  (brooK^ 
out  the  country.  In  the  business  of  agitation  and  pua* 
making.    With  their  fears  ariHised,  their  psssioH  » 
flamed,  their  hopea  excited,  impelled  and  hunicd  oa  kt 
a  general  eieitcment,  they  became  almost  frantic  sas 
acttully  worked  like  men  putting  out  fire.   He  ^^""^ 
it  a  pity  that  the  majority  of  (he  Senate  had  no(itat 
time  let  their  friends  know  that  (hey  were  notia  esmeai 
that  they  did  not  intend  to  chaive  the  Presidest 
thing  wrong.   Had  they  done  thi^  they  might  have  mitt 
to  tlieirown  partisans,  and  thoaeof  the  bank,iBUcbtin(h 
money,  and  trouble. 

But  ia  this  account  of  the  proceedings  of  1834  cos* 
ristent  with  the  conduct  of  the  rouority  the 
thattime?   Is  itconnstent  with  the  ,2  ■ 

that  occasion,  or  any  part  of  the  proceedingsf  w**.^  ^ 
Senate  then  told  that  the  President  had  only  fsUen  ,. 
a  miatako as  to  bis  constitutional-powers/  f^i^^TT  , 
from  it.  Sir,  the  whole  debate,  the  entire  P"**™''5  ■• 
which  occupied  the  Senate  for  nearly  four  <>>o^  ^  . 
rested  on  the  ground  that  the  President  wss  a  ^Tf*'  . 
usurper)  tliat  be  bad  Inropird  underfoot  tbeconrtitum 
andUwB,invadedtherightsof  Congress, andeDdsi«<»o 

Uie  liberties  of  the  oounUy.    These  were  "*  k 
which  served  to  exupente  and  inflame  the  I"''''?  TJ,  t 
to  a  state  bordering  on  madness.    Here  it  was  tMi 
apirit  of  violence  waa  wrought  up  to  its  '''K*'^^^  '> 
from  whence  it  waa  disseminated  throughout  the  ^ 
try.    Here  it  waa  (hat  the  people  were  lau^nt  to  <j 
nouoce  the  President  aa  a  military  deq»ot,  s  j 
usurper,  who,  possessing  the  sword,  or  tbe  c^^^^TTg. 
the  military  fbror,  had,  by  a  most  bwless  ■P?''^,** 
seiaed  upon  the  national  ptirsc)  and,  by  ^^ff^^i 
elements  of  power,  waa  setting  tbe  laws  at  «*J™j^j 
trampling  in  the  dust  the  liberties  of  the  omtrr  ^ 
ball  waa  then  tbe  great  laboratory  of 
making.    Here  the  country  was  told,  by  w  ^ 


of  tbe  reaolution  which,  it  to  now  i 
on  the  Prcndent,  and  really 
we  are  in  the  n^d^Bi^fizncMfi 
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JWtfipiJIy  tending  tomrda  ■  total  cbange  of  the  pure 
^MaUkan  chankcter  of  lh«  Goremment,  and  the  con- 
^^Mntioa  of  all  pover  in  the  banda  of  one  nnan.  The 
^ffMoftte  Aflwrican  people  are  anxioualy  ftirned  to< 
HbCoaneNt  Hiej  feel  that  they  have  been  deeeired 
^ianllcd,  tbeir  eonlldenoe  abuMd»  their  intereata  be- 
jMtd,  and  their  liberties  in  danger)  they  aee  a  rapid 
tfHrahnaing  concentration  of  power  in  one  oian'a  handat 
itiafttt  that,  by  the  exereiae  of  the  poaiUve  authority! 

Ito  negatire  power  exerted  over  ConitreaSt  the  will 
jyuiiL  man  alone  prevaib  and  governa  the  repabtie. 
9te  qvection  ia  no  longer  what  bwa  will  Congresa  paaa, 

avtaat  will  the  Executive  not  veto?   We  already  be- 
the  uaaal  meidentaof  approaching  tvrannyi  tbe  land 
IMied  with  ipiea  and  impostora,  and  detraction  and 
Mciationa  are  the  orders  of  tbe  day.    People,  eapeci- 
official  iociiBibcnta  in  this  place,  no  longer  dare  to 
in  tbe  fcarleaa  tonea  of  manly  freedom,  but  in  the 
bispen  of  trembling  slaves.    The  premonitory 
of  despotism  are  upon  usi  and  if  Congress  do 
'apply  an  instantaneous  and  effective  remedy,  the  f»- 
W  OTl^MC  win  soon  come  on,  and  we  shall  die— ig> 

« die— base,  nean,  and  abject  slaves,  tbe  scum 
Hkamt  of  mankind,  anpitied,  unwept,  and  un- 


vcMthe  dreadful  consequence*  which  ver«  to 
ftoBtbe  act  of  the  Prendent  which  we  are  now 
VM  asilung  more  than  an  error  or  miatake  as  to 
'"WiiAutional  powers.    Sir,  the  speech  I  have  re- 
and  all  the  speeches  in  support  of  the  resolu* 
Maf  March,  1834,  treated  the  removal  of  the  depositea 
■rahwlnt  outrage,  a  daring  inva^n  of  the  righta  and 
Mcitiei  of  the  people .   Theft,  tbe  Impeachment  resolu> 
jn  m  not  spoken  of  aa  a  mere  expression  of  opin< 
.Vf^batgrntlenrien  boasted  that  (be  President  had  been 
Aai^iteo,  tried,  and  found  (ciiilty.    The  Senator  from 
■■A  Carolina  [Nr.  Pkkstox]  need  not  be  reminded  of 
Ik  taring  publicly  declared,  in  the  city  of  the  bank,  that 
["^ihtfcauii  bad  been  arraigned,  found  guilty,  and  con- 
\    Be,  likto  the  Legislature,  has  appeaJed  to  the 
;  mnd,  fellow-eitiiena,  you  are  tbe  country.  In 
jtabc  the  verdict,  whether  the  isaue  of  the  conteat  be 
Mfafisaa  or  a  free  Government."   How  doea  thiahn- 
flHgt  compare  with  what  we  now  bear.    The  Senlitor 
■waays  that  the  reaolution  of  1834  did  no  harmi  that 
llHManted  to  nothing,  and  was  a  tnere  expression  of 
MafRtitont  and  asks  for  the  reasons  why  it  shall  be  ex- 
fnagcd.    Sir,  that  reaolution  is  a  sentence  of  condem> 
'  m  against  the  President,  ftlse  in  point  of  fact,  irre^- 
Is  point  of  fiinn,  and  in  open  violation  of  the  consti- 
Doea  it  not  charge  the  President  with  criminal 
*   It  asserts- that  his  ads  were  in  violation  of 
'At  eooslitution  and  lawn,  or  in  derogation  of  them, 
viddi  ia  the  aame  thing.    And  ia  it  not  a  high  misde- 
ifsnnr,  and  a  crinie,  for  the  Chief  Executive  Migiatrate 
te  vMate  tbe  constitution  and  lavs  of  hia  country  f   la  it 
Mt  a  gross  abuse  of  his  official  trusts   And  are  we  to 
WtoM  that  no  bad  motive  ia  charged  in  the  reaohitionl' 
tVa  cannoTalter  the  caar.    We  are  to  look  at  the  sub- 
Aaee  of  tbe  chatge,  and  not  the  form.    Does  not  tbe 
daige  against  any  person,  and  eapecialty  the  Chief  Ex< 
Mauve,  of  violaliog  the  constitution  and  lawa,  import  a 
f    itaiaal  purposed   What  was  it  but  an  alleged  violation 
t    -oftbc  constitution  and  laws  on  the  part  of  tbe  Executive 
>f  that  country,  i^htch  led  to  a  civii-  war  in  England? 
^     Wbat  was  ft  Mt  a  violation  of  the  constitution  and  Uwi 
J     thicb  led  our  patrtotie  ancestora  to  resist  the  inroads  of 
^•eer  in  Tif    Sir,  there  can  be  no  higher  crime 
eksrged  upon  tbe  Executive  of  any  country,  than  the 
fiolauon  of  the  constitution  and  laws. 

Bat  it  is  said,  that  if  this  resolution  can  be  expunged, 
■ny  part  or  the  whole  of  the  journal  may  be  expunged, 
aid  that  ths  rapvni^  proeeai  owy  b«  extmded  to  tb« 


records  of  the  Supreme  Court.  There  may  be  other 
reaaons  to  justify  the  expunelion  of  this  reaolutioo,  but  I 
place  it  on  the  ground  that  the  proceeding  was  not  only 
irregular  and  unconatitutional,  but  altogether  beyond 
the  jurladictien  of  the  SenAe,  and  totally  votdt  and  the 
record  no  better  than  an  interpolation  upon  our  journals. 

It  tr,  however,  asked,  where  ia  tbe  necessity  and  what 
ia  the  object  of  expunging  tbe  reaolution  of  1834?  I 
can  answer  this  for  myaelf,  and  for  myself  only;  other 
gentlemen  may  have  different  reasons,  but  there  are  two 
which  are  sufficient  for  me.  The  first  is,  that  it  is  due  as 
an  act  of  simple  justice  to  the  party  injured,  who  has 
been  arraigned,  tried,  and  condemned,  unheard,  and  in 
violation  of  all  tbe  forms  of  the  constitution,  and  the  es- 
tabliahed  ruleaof  judicial  proceedings.  I  knoV  it  is  as* 
serted  that  the  whole  purpose  is  to  exalt  still  higher  the 
name  and  fame  of  the  President,  to  enable  him  to  tri- 
umph over  a  bumbled  and  degraded  Senate,  and  lo 
ntake  him  an  object  of  almost  divine  adoration.  Sir, 
this  ia  not  my  purposet  I  believe  it  is  not  the  purpose  of 
any  one;  so  far  as  the  President  was  regarded  at  all  in 
this  matter,  we  seek  only  to  do  him  justice,  the  aame 
justice,  and  no  more,  which  tlie  humblest  individual  in 
tbe  country  would  be  entitled  to  at  our  handa.  Ifa  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  lias  been  recorded  against  him, 
false  in  point  of  facts,  and  illegal  and  unconstitutional  in 
point  of  principle,  doea  not  justice  require  that  it  ahould 
IM  removed^  Are  not  the  rights  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate as  dear  to  us,  and  as  much  entitled  to  protection, 
aa  those  of  a  private  cltrzen'  Sir,  if  the  President  was 
aa  bad  aa  he  has  been  represented  to  be,  by  imbittered 
partisans — which  we  all  know  ia  bad  cnouglt — if  he  waa 
aa  great  a  tyrant  as  he  has  been  charged  with  being,  if 
he  was  another  Cieur,  or  Cromwell,  a  military  chieftain, 
hoatile  to  the  principles  of  free  government,  and  pre- 
pared to  trample  into  the  dust  ihe  liberties  of  liis  country, 
still  he  would  be  entitled  to  justicei  and  if  a  senience 
bad  been  (ftlsely  and  illegally  recorded  againat  him,  it 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  stand.  Sir,  gentlemen  are 
ahogetber  mistaken  when  they  aasert  tliat  this  proceed- 
ing IS  desiffned  to  honor  the  President)  it  is  only  intend- 
ea  to  do  him  justice. 

But  tliere  is  another,  and,  in  my  mind,  a  very  strong 
and  cogent  reason,  why  Ihe  obnoxious  resolution  of 
1834  ought  to  be  expunged.  It  is  a  dangerous  example, 
and,  if  atiffered  to  to  acquire  the  character  of  a  prece> 
dent,  might  unsettle  and  derange  our  whole  political 
system.  It  has  a  direct  and  unavoidable  tendency  to 
array  and  bring  into  conflict  one  independent  and  coor- 
dinate branch  of  the  Government  with  another  independ- 
ent and  co-ordinate  department.  If  one  Independent 
branch  of  the  Government  can,  in  a  way  not  known  to 
the  constitution,  accuse,  try,  and  condemn,  another  in- 
dependent branch,  doea  it  not  tend  to  bring  on  a  conflict 
between  them'  Each  will  have  his  friends  and  pariiaans, 
the  people  will  take  sides,  and  the  whole  popuktion  be- 
eome  involved  in  the  conlrover^.  If  tbe  Senate  can, 
by  Its  direct  action,  enmine  into  and  condemn  tbe  con- 
duct of  the  Executive,  and  promulgate  sentence  against 
him,  it  can  do  the  same  in  regard  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, or  the  Supreme  Court.  Hie  President  is 
as  independent,  and  aa  distinctly  a  co^>rdinate  branch  of 
the  Government,  as  is  the  Judiciary.  Ifthe  Senate  can 
by  resolution  try  and  condemn  the  President  for  any  ex* 
ecutive  act  or  measure,  tbe  President  may,  by  proclama- 
tion or  otherwiar,  pass  sentence  of  eoodemnation  against 
the  Senate,  or  House  of  IlepresentstiveB,orthe  Supreme 
Court.  Si'',  this  doctrine  will  not  do)  it  is  not  the  doctrine 
of  the  eonstiiutiont  one  independent  department  of  the 
Government  cannot  inquire  into  and  pass  sentence  of 
eondemnation  against  tbe  acta  of  another  independent 
department,  except  so  far  as  the  oonstitulion  has  allowed 
H  lo  be  dune,  aod  icoo^i 
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if  pemitled  to  tUnd,  will  be  a  dan^rous  breach  in  the 
eoiiatitutton.  A  dittinguiihed  political  writer  in  Eng- 
land, (Lord  Bolin)i;broke,)  in  speaking  of  the  eonstUu- 
tion  of  that  country,  nys:  **  We  understand  our  eootti- 
tutioB  to  be  in  danfj^er,  not  only  when  it  is  attacked,  but 
as  soon  as  a  breach  is  made  by  which  tt  may  be  at- 
tacked! *"<i  ve  understand  tb'S  danffer  to  be  greater  or 
leu,  in  proportion  lo  the  breach  that  ia  made,  without 
reffard  to  the  probability  or  improbabifrty  of  an  attacki" 
But  to  show  tiie  danger  of  (heae  conflict!  between  the 
different  departmentt  of  the  Govemineat,  h«  would  re- 
fer to  the  history  of  that  country  from  whence  our  an- 
eeston  eamr,  and  brought  with  thetn  the  great  prinei- 
plea  of  'our  free  institution*.  If  we  look  into  the  long 
conlroveny  which  preceded  the  civil  war«  it  will  be 
found  to  have  sprung  from  ibe  very  principle  contained 
in  the  resolution  uf  1834:  the  right  uf  one  independent 
branch  of  the  Government  to  try  and  condemn  the  acts 
of  another.  He  would  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Senate  to 
Whitlocke,  who  was  an  actor  in  tboae  scenes,  a  nember 
of  Parliament,  he  believed  an  offlcer  of  the  army,  and  a 
chronicler  of  the  events  of  his  own  times.  He  says,  "  it 
is  strange  to  note  how  we  have  inwn>ibly  ^id  into  the 
beginning  of  this  civil  war,  by  one  unexpected  incident 
after  another,  aa  waves  of  the  sra,  which  have  brought  us 
this  far,  we  hardly  know  how|  but  from  paper  combats; 
by  declarations,  remonstrances,  protests,  votes,  messages, 
answers,  and  replies,  we  are  now  come  to  the  question  of 
raising  forceti,  and  naming  a  general  and  officer!  of  an 
army."  We  are  here  toid,  by  an  actor  in  thoae  bloody 
■cenes,  that  it  was  a  paper  warfare,  carried  on  between 
the  Parliament  and  the  Executive,  which  involved  that 
country  in  all  the  horrora  of  a  civil  wari  which  armed 
fattier  against  aon,  and  brother  againat  brolheri  which 
depopulated  its  towna,  desolated  ita  fair  fields,  and  itain. 
ed  their  soil  with  the  blood  of  Englishmen.  These  Ira- 
eons  of  history,  written  in  characters  of  blood,  should 
not  be  lost  on  a  free  and  intelligent  people.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  not  more  on  the  sccount  of  the  injustice, 
flagrant  as  that  was  considered,  than  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  the  proceedings  of  1834,  which  has  rouaed  up 
the  spirit  of  the  country  against  them.  It  ia  the  danger 
of  aueh  a  precedent,  rather  than  its  unconstitutional 
oharacter,  which  bat  brought  upon  the  reaolution  in 
question  so  marked  a  reproba^on.  On  a  recent  ocea* 
aion  he  aliempled  to  assign  the  reaaons  which  bsd  at- 
tached,  for  nearly  half  a  century,  a.higb  degree  of  op- 
probrium to  the  aedition  t<twt  and  aaaeried  that  the  repro- 
bation of  that  act  did  not  artae  so  much  from  ita  being 
rpgardcd  as  unconstitutional,  as  from  its  dangerous  char- 
acter, and  its  being  considered  as  a  deadly  bhiw  aiioed  at 
public  opiniun,  the  essential  element  of  our  Government. 
It  is  the  same  with  respect  to  the  resolution  of  March, 
1834.  The  people  have  regarded  it  as  dangerous  and 
perniciousi  they  have  regarded  the  whole  proceeding 
of  the  Senate  as  factious  and  violent,  fraught  with  mii. 
chief  and  danger  to  our  instilutiona,  calculated  to  lead  to 
commotion  and  recrimination  between  the  d^ffbrent  de* 
partments  of  the  Government,  which  may  result,  aawas 
the  CiM  in  England,  in  rancorous  dissension;),  and  even 
in  civil  war.  Under  the  Influence  of  sentiments  like 
these,  they  were  not  content  that  the  dangerous  prece- 
dent  iliould  remain  upon  your  records,  and  now  demand 
at  our  hands  that  it  shall  be  removed  or  expunged. 
I  Sir,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kctucky  [Mr.  Caif* 
TsxDxir]  lias  informed  us  that  those  of  us  who  may  vote 
fur  itus  resolution  will  have  a  fair  chance  for  immortality) 
that  our  names  wnuld  be  as  imperishable  as  Ibe  black 
lines  and  seems  to  insinuate  that  both  are  destined  to  be 
damned  to  etrerlasUng  fame.  But  if  there  is  any  immor- 
tality connected  wiUi  this  matter,  I  am  sure  the  gentle- 
man  and  his  friends  will  come  in  for  a  fbll  share,  and 
sometbiDg  mort.  They  will.  Indeed,  be  double  slurert 


in  the  harvest  of  immortal  &me,  for  the  proceedings  oa 
the  resolution  of  1834  are  destined  to  the  sv»e  iiBaar- 
tslity  at  those  on  the  resolution  now  before  the  fleaate. 
In  those  proceedingi^  loo,  the  field  was  vastly  more  am* 
pie,  and  all  will  be  entilleid  to  come  in  for  some  ahare  in 
the  glory  and  fame  which  is  to  be  borne  down  tbe  tide 
of  litne  to  the  latest  posterity.  Even  the  vast  boat  of 
witnesses  who  came  up  here  in  the  form  of  pelitKmera, 
to  testify  against  the  President  and  for  tbe  baatk,  wiU 
sliare  in  the  immortality,  as[  believe  their  teslinooy  was 
all  publiahed  with  their  mmes  making  five  lalf^e  vol- 
umea.  Rerr,  sir.  is  a  golden  harvest  of  fame  £ar  the 
psrliains  of  the  bank,  who  either  trohmteercd  aa  witaesar% 
or  promptly  oame  forward  at  tbe  request  of  tbrir  hoaor> 
able  friends  in  the  Senate. 

And  in  regard  to  this  proceeding,  be  did  nnt  see  bat 
that  those  who  oppose  the  reaolution  would  tiava  tbe 
same  chance  for  immortality  as  thoae  who  aapport  iti 
the  nays  will  be  recorded  en  tbe  same  page  with  tha 
yeas,  and  bqth  go  down  %\mg  with  tbe  bUefc  Ssaea  te 
posterity.  All  will  have  an  equal  chance  of  inutfbntfljr 
from  this  day's  work  i  but  whether  it  will  be  of  hooor  or 
dishonor,  aiid  to  which  of  us  one  or  theotber»  remsnasto 
be  known.  As  wsa  said lya  popular  writer,  Jodaenia 
well  known  as  Paul,  but  history  ascribes  hia  fame  to  very 
different  actions.  Having  dischaf^d  what  we  betieve 
to  be  our  duty,  the  whole  subject)  the  black  Itnea  aad 
all,  will  be  handed  over  to  those  who  are  to  succeed  o^ 
and  it  will  remain  for  posterity  to  deode  who  la  right  aad 
who  is  wrong,  and  to  award  to  each  and  all  ihmr  ahara 
of  the  honor  or  infamy  which  belongs  to  the  tiansactiaa. 
He  was  content  with  this;  he  rejurced  that  it  shouM  be 
sot  he  rejoiced  that  the  deeds  of  this  day,  that  tbe  merits 
of  this  long  and  painful  controversy,  will  have  to  be  de- 
cided upon  by  posterity,  when  all  the  angry  p  ami  one 
which  it  haa' engendered  will  have  subnded,  when  it  can 
be  viewed  calmly  and  dispaSMonalel^,  wben  Ibe  Jedg> 
ment  will  be  free  from  personal  prejudice  or  fwrtj  raa- 
cor,  and  when  the  transaetiott  can  be  viewed  with  a  a^ 
gle  eye  to  the  great  principles  involvad.  The  deeisiaa 
thus  made  will  be  final{  from  it  there  will  be  oo  sppe^ 
and  all  must  acquiesce. 

Although  he  could  not  view  the  present  proceeding  in 
so  solemn  a  light  as  some  gentlemen  seemed  to  regard 
it,  he  thuiiglit  he  was  fiilly  senuble  of  its  importance  and 
of  the  reaponaibilily  which  belongs  to  It.  He  bad  eon- 
sidered  the  matter  long  and  well,  aiMl,  so  far  as  coaecm- 
ed  himself,  he  was  prepared  to  assume  the  responaibiR- 
ty.  He  could  not  doubt  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  pa- 
ri fy  its  journal,  by  removing  from  ita  pages  a  reaohitiofl 
which  ought  never  lo  have  been  entered  theret  and,  be- 
lieving that  we  liave'the  power,  he  considered  it  our  du- 
ty to  exercise  it.  Not  being  Willing  (said  Mr.  N.)  to  de* 
tain  the  Senate  lunger,  I  will  say,  in  conclurion,  that, 
with  these  views  of  the  whole  subject,  i  am  prepsrad  to 
stake  whst  little  of  reputation  1  have,  either  here  or  eke* 
where,  on  the  final  issue  of  the  question  before  ua.  I 
am  prepared  to  record  my  vote  in  bvor  of  this  reaohi- 
tion,  and  to  permit  it  to  go  down  along  wifh  the  black 
lines  10  posterity,  and  abide  (heir  impartial  judgaieat. 
I  am  prepared  to  vote  to  purify  our  journal,  to  erase, 
obliterate,  blot  out,  or  expunge,  the  obnoxious  reso- 
lution—any way,  to  remove  it  from  our  records.  Nay, 
more:  hsd  I,  like  the  prophet  of  old,  the  gift  of  dirhn. 
UoR,  I  would  raise  my  voice  on  higli,  and  derou^  in- 
voke that  Being  in  whose  bands  are  the  desllniea  of  na.  . 
tions,  who  is  the  searcher  of  all  hearts^  and  in  vhcaa 
presence  we  aM  stand,  to  send  fire  from  heaven  and 
consume  the  desecrated  page. 

Mr.  MOORE  t-aid  that  the  appropriate  su|^estion 
with  which  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Ur.  Niko] 
bad  oloaed  his  speeob»  brought  to  bis  mindaimy  iauKir- 
tut  »nd  useful  tmeddgtHrtt'  th«  propriet]£u:wUeB  bt 


417  ,        OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


4]8 


»tM.  14.  183r.] 


^iiitional  Bank  in  Nw>  York, 


had  no  doubt  woutd  b«  evideat  and  obvkNia  to  that  Sen- 
ator, and  be  would  br*  letve  to  reoamiDend  iti  adoption 
to  Mm  friends  of  thi*  Uack-line  rMohition*  Tin:  that  tbia 
record  of  tbc  SenatVa  proceedings  made  and  preserved 
by  tbe  requirementa  of  the  constitulinn,  ahall  be  de- 
■trojred  hy  fire  to  be  extracted  from  heaven  by  oieana 
of  a  Min-^UM.  For  thi«  he  beliercd  they  mif^t  plead 
aowctbin^  like  a  precedent  from  the  Genera)  Aaiembly 
of  Groripa.    He  ttwugbt  this  would  complete  the  farce. 

Mr.  SOUTH  ABD  having  expKwed  a  with  to  •peak 
on  this  Mibjcct  at  a  proper  lime,  and  when  the  mindi  of 
ScMlora  were  not  cahauatedi  moved  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn.  NegaliTed,  by  yeat  30,  najn  31 1  the  yeai 
and  nayt  baving  btcn  ordered  on  tbe  call  of  Mr.  fiia- 
TOn. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  then  declined  fpeaking  at  so  late  an 

hour. 

Mr.  MOORB  mored  and  urged  an  adjournment,  that 
proper  oppiirtunity  might  be  given  for  further  debate- 
Negatived:  Yeaa  UO,  nays  33. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  then  rose  and  addressed  tbe  Senate 
nearly  as  follows; 

The  gentlentan  from  Vii^inla  [Mr.  Rivas]  says  that 
the  vgnment  in  f«vor  of  this  expunging  resolution  has 
wH  twcn  answered.  Sir.  there  are  some  questions  to 
plain  that  tbey  cannot  be  argued.  Nothing  can  make 
IbeiD  more  pliuni  and  this  is  one.  No  one,  not  blinded 
by  parly  xes',  can  poswbly  be  insensible  that  tbe  meas- 
ure proposed  IB  a  violation  of  the  constitution,  lite 
oonetiliitieo  requires  the  Senate  to  keep  a  joumali  this 
resolution  goes  to  expunge  the  journal,  if  you  may  ex- 
pun^  a  part,  you  may  expunfie  the  wholet  and  if  it  is 
expunged,  how  ia  it  keptf  Tlie  constitution  says  the 
journal  shall  be  kept)  this  resolution  ssys  it  ^all  be  de< 
stTMcd.  It  does  the  very  thing  which  the  constitution 
deefarea  shall  not  be  done.  That  is  tbe  argument,  the 
whole  arguoient.  There  ia  none  other.  Talk  of  precc*  i 
dents?  and  preeedents  drawn  from  a  forciirn  country.' 
They  don't  apply.  N<^  ur.  This  is  to  be  dune,  not  in 
consequence  oi  argument,  but  in  ipite  of  argument.  I 
nnderstaod  the  case.  I  know  perfectly  well  the  gentle- 
men have  no  liberty  to  vote  otherwise.  They  are  co- 
erced by  an  exterior  power.  They  try,  indeed,  to  cum- 
fort  tbcir  conscience  b)-  saying  that  it  is  the  will  of  the 
people,  and  the  voice  of  the  people.  It  is  no  such 
tbinj^.  We  all  know  how  these  legislative  returns  have 
t>cca  obtained.  It  is  by  dictation  from  the  White  House. 
Tbe  Preadent  himself,  with  that  vast  mass  of  patronige 
which  he  wields,  aod  tbe  thousand  expectations  he  is 
able  to  hold  up,  has  obtained  titese  votes  of  the  Slate 
Lepslaturest  and  this,  fursooth,  is  said  to  be  the  voice  of 
the  people.  Tbe  voiee  of  the  people!  Sir,  can  we 
lof|et  ue  scene  whieb  was  exhibited  in  this  chamber 
when  that  cxpuneing  resolutiim  was  first  introduced 
bercf  Have  we  forgotten  tbe  universal  giving  way  of 
eoovdener,  so  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  was  left 
■lone?  I  see  before  me  Senators  wito  could  not  swallow 
Ibat  reeohitiont  and  has  its  nature  changed  since  then? 
Is  it  any  more  constituiional  now  than  it  was  then?  Not 
at  all.  Oat  executive  power  has  interposed.  Talk  to 
lae  of  tbe  voice  of  the  people  I  No^  sir.  It  is  the  com- 
biaslioa  of  pstronage  and  power  to  coerce  ihis  body  in- 
to a  gross  and  palpable  violation  of  tlie  constitution. 
Some  individuals,  I  perceive,  think  to  escape  through 
tb«  particular  form  in  which  this  set  ia  to  be  perpetratra. 
They  teH  us  that  the  resolution  on  your  records  is  not  to 
tw  expunged,  but  is  only  to  be  endorsed  «  Expunged." 
Beally,  sir,  I  do  nut  know  bow  to  argue  against  such 
contemptible  sophistry.  The  oocssion  Is  too  solemn  for 
■n  argument  of  this  soit.  You  are  going  to  violate  the 
Constitution,  aed  you  get  rid  of  tbc  inbmy  by  a  false- 
bood.  Tou  yourselves  say  that  tbe  resolution  is  expung- 
«d  by  your  otdcr.  Tet  you  say  it  is  not  expunged.  You 
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pot  your  act  in  express  words.  You  record  it,  and  the* 
turn  round  aod  deny  it. 

But  what  is  tbe  motived  What  is  the  pretest  for  thil 
enormit>T  Why,  gentlemen  tell  us  the  Senate  has  two 
distinct  consciences — a  legislative  conscience,  and  a  Ju- 
dicial conscience.  As  a  legisliitive  body  we  have  deci> 
ded  that  tbe  President  has  violated  the  constitution.  But 
gentlemen  tellusthat  Ihis  is  an  impeachable  oSenoetand, 
as  we  may  be  called  to  try  it  in  our  judicial  capacity,  we 
have  no  right  to  express  the  opinion.  I  need  not  show 
bow  ineonristent  auch  a  pontion  is  with  tbe  eternal,  im» 
prescriptible  right  of  freedom  of  speech,  and  bow  utter- 
ly incongislent  it  is  with  precedents  drawn  from  the  his- 
tory of  our  British  ancestors,  where  tbe  SMM  libeitjr  of 
speech  has  fbr  centurits  been  enjoyed.  There  is  a 
shorter  ami  more  direct  argument  in  reply.  Gentlemen 
who  take  that  position  cannot,  according  to  their  owo 
showing,  vote  for  this  resolutiont  for  if  it  is  unconstitu- 
tional for  us  to  record  a  resolution  of  condemnation,  be- 
cause we  may  afterwards  be  called  to  try  the  case  in  a 
judicial  capacity,  then  it  is  equally  unconstitutional  for 
us  to  record  a  resolution  of  acquittal.  If  it  is  uncunsti- 
(ulional  for  tbe  Senate  to  declare  before  a  trial  that  the 
President  has  violated  the  constitution,  it  is  equally  uo. 
constitutional  to  declare  before  a  trial  that  he  has  not  vi- 
olated the  constitution.  The  same  principle  is  involved 
in  both.  Yet,  in  the  very  face  of  this  principle,  gentle- 
men are  here  gtiing  to  condemn  their  own  act. 

But  why  do  I  waste  my  breath'  I  know  it  ia  all  utter- 
ly vsm.  The  day  ia  gonet  night  approaches,  and  nij{ht 
is  suitable  to  the  dark  deed  we  meditate.  Tttere  is  a 
sort  of  destiny  in  tliii  thing.  The  act  must  be  perform, 
edt  and  it  is  an  act  which  will  tell  on  tbe  political  histo- 
ry of  thia  country  forever.  Other  preceding  violationi 
of  the  constitution  (and  they  have  been  many  and  great) 
filled  my  bosom  with  indignation,  but  this  fills  it  only 
with  grief.  Others  were  done  in  tbe  hear  of  party.- 
Power  wae,  aa  it  were,  compelled  to  aupport  itself  by 
seizing  upon  new  instrumenta  of  influence  and  patron- 
aget  and  there  were  ambitious  and  able  men  to  direct 
the  process.  Such  was  the  removal  of  the  depositee 
which  the  Prevdent  seised  upon  by  a  new  and  unprece- 
dented act  of  arbitrary  power;  an  act  which  gave  bim 
ample  means  of  lewarding  frienda  and  punishing  ene- 
mies. Something  nnay,  perhaps,  be  pardoned  to  him  iu 
this  matter,  on  the  old  apology  of  tyrants — the  plea  of 
necessity.  But  here  there  can  be  no  aucb  apology. 
Here  no  neceHiiy  can  so  much  as  be  pretended.  Thia 
act  originates  in  pure,  unmixed,  personal  idolatry.  It 
is  the  melancholy  evidence  of  a  broken  spirit,  ready  to 
bow  at  the  feet  of  power.  The  former  act  was  such  a 
one  ss  might  have  been  perpetrated  in  tbe  days  of  Pom- 
pey  or  Cxsari  but  an  act  fifce  this  could  never  have  been 
consummated  by  a  Roman  Senate  until  the  timea  of  Cal- 
igula and  Nero. 

Mr.  CLAY  inquired  whether  the  question  involved 
both  the  preamble  and  the  resolution. 

Tbe  CHAIKsaidit  embraced  the  whole  subject-matler. 

Mr.  CLAY  having  enumerated  some  of  the  topics  on 
which  be  bad  dewgned  to  speak,  reUting  to  this  reaolu- 
tioft,  gave  way  to 

Mr.  MOORE,  who  again  moved  aa  adjournment:  Ayea 
33,  noes  not  counted.  ^ 

So  the  Senate  adjourned. 

SaTDBDAT,  JaXVAKX  14. 

NATIONAL  BANK  IN  MEW  YORK. 

Mr.  TALLHADCB  presented  a  memerial  fiwB  the 
board  of  trade  in  the  city  of  New  York,  prsj^ng  the 
creation  of  a  national  bank,  to  be  located  in  that  oity. 

Mr.  T.  said  be  presented  this  memocjal  at  tbejvqueat 
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rey  it  to  Washington.  The  memoralivu  aUted  ttut  in 
consequence  of  the  dersnBcment  exittinff  in  the  curren- 
cy and  exchanges  of  the  country,  it  waa  iiDport»nt  that  a 
Mtionil  bank  should  be  created  by  Congress.  Tbry  enter* 
tained  the  opinion  that  that  was  the  only  remedy  fur  the 
evils  growing  out  of  that  state  of  things.  They  prayed 
that  Congress  would  create  sucli  an  institution,  according 
to  the  plan  set  Forlh  by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
in  his  messige  of  1832.  Whilst  he  (Mr.  T.)  bore  testi- 
mony to  the  high  characler  of  the  gentlemen  composing 
the  board  of  trade,  and  who  had  aent  the  memorial  here, 
he  felt  it  due  to  himieif  to  tay  that  he  did  not  concur  in 
the  viawB  of  the  memorialists  on  the  subject.  His  Views 
lud  been  often  expressed,  here  ami  elsewhere,  so  that  it 
was  unneeetsary  that  he  should  say  any  thing  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  memoriit  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
Mnca. 

TEXAS. 

The  resolution  ofTered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Datis,  call- 
ing on  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  for  copies  of 
■ny  corrcapondenee  which  may  hare  passed  between  him 
and  Geneial  Santa  Anna,  or  any  other  of  the  amborities 
Hexieo,  in  relation  to  the  mdepcndei.ee  of  Texas, 
being  under  consideration — 

Ur.  GRUNOT suggested  the  propriety,  under  existing 
mrcumstances,  of  letting  it  He  for  a  few  days,  unless  the 
honorable  mover  had  some  special  reason  for  urging  its 
immediate  adoption. 

Mr.  DAVIS  remarked,  that  as  General  Santa  Anna 
wu  aaid  to  be  now  on  his  way  to  thia  tity,  with  some 
purpose  relating  to  the  independence  of  Texas,  it  was 
to  be  presumed  that  some  communiottioos  on  the  subject 
bad  passed  between  him,  or  other  authorities  of  Mexico, 
and  the  President,  it  was  desirable  that  such  corre- 
spondence, if  any  had  taken  place,  should  be  seasonably 
In  the  posseanon  of  the  Senate,  but  he  was  willing  to  let 
the  resululion  lie  till  Monday*  and  it  wu  accordingly  Uid 
oo  the  table. 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  AlabBma,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  considt  ration  of  the  bill  prohibiting  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  except  to  actual  aetllera  and  in  limit* 
cd  quMitiUc^  as  amended  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  WALKER  aaid,  the  peat  principle  contained  in 
the  bill  now  under  consideralton  was  to  arrest  monopoliea 
of  the  public  lands,  and  limit  the  sales  to  seltlers  or  cul- 
tivators. The  adoption  of  this  measure  would  have  a 
material  influence  upon  the  revenue  of  the  Government 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  country.  Before  investigating 
the  details  of  the  bill,  it  would  be  proper  to  examine  the 
preliminary  queatioo,  whether  the  giveat  principle  upon 
which  the  bill  reposes  is  such  as  to  recommend  It  to  the 
ftvorable  coniideration  of  the  American  Senate.  So  long 
as  Congress  offers  for  sale  hundreds  of  millions  of  seres 
of  land,  with  no  limitation  upon  the  extent  of  the  pur- 
chase, vast  quantities  of  these  lands  must  pass  into  the 
hands  of  a  few  cspitalistsw  thus  authorized  and  invited  by 
the  Government  to  make  the  purchasei  and  when  these 
capitalists  confined  their  operations  to  the  acquisition  of 
bndsunoccupied  by  any  settler,  it  waaclearly  erroneous  to 
denounce  auch  speculations  during  the  cnntinuanee  of  the 
eating  system.  It  was  the  system  that  waa  wrong;  and 
■o  long  as  it  waa  continued,  any  denunciation  uf  those 
who  purchased  large  bfxlies  of  the  unoccupied  public 
hnda  waa  worse  than  ridiculous.  Such  purchases  had 
been  nude,  and  would  continue  to  be  made,  by  many 
respectable  citizrns,  in  accordance  with  the  invitation  of 
the  Govemmentt  and  any  denunciation  of  auch  pur- 
ehaaen  would  only  react  upon  the  Congreaa  which 
adopted  ^  exiiting  ajwtem,  aa  well  u  ercry  tueceeding 


Congress  which  refutes  its  repeal  or  otodifieation.  Bat 
the  question  recurs,  does  this  qrstem  heat  pronelc  iht 
prosperity  of  the  American  people?  and  shall  ve  esatis> 
ue  to  invite  and  encourage  the  nionopoly  of  the  paUic 
hnda  by  a  few  individuals,  or  so  amend  the  eiistisfct^ 
tem  as  to  sell  the  public  lands  only  in  limited  quanii^ 
sufficient  for  farms  or  phnlations,  and  thus  receive  (or 
these  great  and  useful  purposeaibia  noble  public  donin! 
Whether  these  lands  shall  thus  be  reserved  for  sale  vAj 
for  settlement  or  cultivation,  or  whether  they  ibsU  be 
permitted  to  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  few  iad'nriduali, 
townships,  caaatie%  and  even  entire  Slatesi  in  a  liifk 
year,  is  the  true  question  wluch  we  most  dctenaiw. 

The  evils  of  tbe  exisliiv  system  were  only  rodydetd- 
oped  during  the  past  year  and  that  which  preceded  it 
By  the  returns  from  the  Land  Office,  the  salei,  eiehi- 
sive  of  those  at  Pontotoc,  Mississippi,  during  the  firii 
three  quarters  of  the  past  year,  amounted  to  $20,06S,+jO, 
and  the  number  of  acres  sold  to  15,934,430.  Tbsik 
upon  the  same  ratio,  the  salesof  the  year  1636aBoaUi 
to  twenty  millions  of  acres,  and  upwards  of  twcniy-iiK 
millions  ef  dollars)  and,  including  tbeaaleaat  PoalMWiis 
more  than  twenty-one  millions  of  acres,  and  more  tbu 
twenty.seven  millions  of  dollars.    In  a  single  yesr,  ii>a^  • 
portion  of  the  public  domain  tlaa  been  sold,  neartf  equl 
in  superficial  extent  to  (he  great  Slate  of  Obi^  aadci- 
ceeding  (he  superficies  of  five  New  England  SlsteStCM- 
taining  more  than  two  miHiona  of  people.   In  tkis  ms- 
ner,  entire  States  are  swept  in  asingle  year  into  the  has* 
of  speculators,  who  may  thus  exerciae  a  greaier  costral 
over  the  destiny  bf  these  SUtea,  for  half  a  centurfj* 
come,  than  the  national  and  State  Legialatures  conbuMi 
Can  any  system  be  deviaed  more  destraclive  of  eqw 
rights  and  republican  principles?    In  vain  shall  we  hm 
struck  down  the  feudal  system,  with  its  aeeoDtpa^ 
relation  of  knd  and  vassal,  if  we  create  and 
hero  this  worse  than  feudal  vassabge,  ihis  sysim  ■ 
American  landlordi^  engrowii^  millions  of  acrr*, 
ulating  the  terms  of  sale  orsettlcmenL    In  vais  iM\  ve 
have  abolished  the  system  of  primogeniture  and 
meniB,  as  calculated  to  create  landed  monopolies,  ifvt 
sustain  the  existing  policy,  by  which  a  few  »pi"|* 
may  engrosa  in  a  single  yeir  (be  ownership  of  State* 
and  control  tbe  destiny  of  millions.    An  extent  of  le"^ 
tory  cqoal  to  Ave  States  passing  in  a  single  yur  Mfoju 
hands  of  speculators!  most  not  this  create  here 
aritttocracy,  without  tbe  thl^  but  more  wealthy  ami  pow- 
erful than  the  sinking  nobility  of  England?   »  will  <*«''■ 
lish  a  fourth  estate,  more  controlling  than  ibe 
executive,  and  judicial  power.    It  will  ^[2lSr 
ture  and  its  products  by  regulating  the  price  of  l«W 
property.  Il  will  ceHain'ly  introduce  into  the  new  si"** 
the  system  of  landlord  and  tenant,  by  which  w  son- 
pant  will  not  be  the  owner  of  the  aoilbeeohifaM*  w 
the  tributafy  of  some  absentee  Isndlard,  who  ■>'^jTf 
shape  of  an  anmtal  rent,  reap  nearly  sU  the  pn*" " 
the  labor  of  the  cultivaln-.    It  will  estsblisb  a  rehtioMi 
abject  dependence  on  the  one  hand,  and  tjranaiesi 
er  on  the  other.    It  will  impoverish  tbe  nisny,  "ZiL 
rich  the  few.    It  will  create  a  war  of  capital  ■S*"r^ 
bor,  of  the  producer  against  the  '«'ni»"'^!'^f 
cultivator  against  ihe  speculator}  a  war  in  which  ""'tv' 
ernment  will  be  arrayed  on  the  aide  of  iJie 
enlai^ing  bis  dominion,  increasing  his  P^*'""' ""Jfl-i, 
few  years  more,  he  will  acquire  a  eompkte»«wp^; 
and  maintain  an  undisputed  empire,  Ibrougbflul  tsc 

ley  of  the  West. 

There  can  be  no  greater  injury  to  any  oe»»^^  . 
the  monopoly  of  iu  lands  by  a  few  i«l''""»**'^™L 
keeping  those  lands  out  of  (he  hands  of  »en\tn  indcu^ 
tivatorff  and  eondcmning  vast  regions  of  ^^  ^JzTfgt 
remain  for  years  waste  and  uncultintcd.  "^rZ^ti^ 
Buny  ytvn,  has  hcfi^  ^ — 7i.-^^^in-ii««  i;^ 
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rrcn  s  redoctioo  of  tbe  price  of  the  public  landat  but 
Uw  continiutioa  of  the  exUUl^^  qritem  w  worse  ilun  ■ 
tcAml  to  reduce  tbe  pricei  it  tt  equivalent  to  i  lav 
rutmc  tbe  price  to  Kttlert  and  cahhntors  from  one  dol- 
lar end  twenlj*fire  cents  per  wre*  to  a  price  vary  tn|f 
final  fire  to  thirty  6fAhx*  per  ecrc.  It  ia  well  known 
that,  within  the  laJt  few  jtxn,  vMt  bodici  of  public  kndi 
hare  been  purehaaed  by  specubtor*  at  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  and  resold  to  acttlera  or  cul- 
tintors  at  price*  varyinff  from  five  to  thirty  dollars  per 
Mfc.  And  what  must  soon  be  the  inevitable  result  of 
coaliMii^  the  existing  qrstem*  At  the  rate  of  twenty- 
OM  OiillioM  of  acres  per  snnom,  specalators  in  a  very 
liiv  years  niust-own  nearly  every  acre  of  |;ood  land  in  the 
BiBstnt  new  States  and  or^nized  Territories  of  the 
OfHoii.  When  this  monopoly  shall  be  complete,  and  no 
good  land  remains  the  property  of  tbe  Government,  will 
not  a  still  higher  price  be  demanded  fur  those  lands  by 
those  who  bold  tliem?  If  we  abolish  tbe  ^stem  of  sales 
to  speculator^  these  millions  of  acres  of  good  land,  now 
owned  by  the  GoveraiDent,  will  pass,  Iroai  time  to  time, 
at  (he  minimum  price,  into  tbe  hands  of  settlers  or  culli- 
valora,  which  otherwise  would  be  purchased  by  speeu- 
later*,  and  resold  by  (hera  at  from  five  to  thirty  dollars 
per  acre  Every  Senator  who  votes  sgainst  this  bill 
voles  kr  continuing  a  nrstem  by  which  this  vast  enhance- 
ment to  Btider*  and  cultivators^  of  tbe  price  of  the  pub- 
Bc  hmdBt  amsl  soon  take  place.  There  can  be  no  great- 
er earse  lo  any  country,  no  more  serious  impediment  to 
its  proaperity,  than  the  high  price  of  its  unoccupied 
lands.  H  prevents  or  postpones  the  settlement  of  those 
lands,  and  decreases  the  wealth,  products,  and  popula- 
tion, of  a  State.  It  is  equivalent  to  a  decree  of  man,  con- 
demning to  remain  waste  and  uncultivated  vast  regions 
created  by  nature  inexhaustibly  fertile,  and  inviting  the 
hand  of  impnivemenl.  What  Senator  from  any  new 
State  has  not  seen  whole  townsltips  of  land  remaining 
tnihe  hands  of  speculators,  waste  and  unoccupied,  where 
otherwise  purchases  by  settlers  or  cultivators  would  have 
been  made  at  the  minimum  price  of  the  Oovernment, 
and  where  would  now  be  sroiiing  liwms  aod  prosperoos 
villages. 

Tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cuz}  tells  tts 
that,  under  the  present  system,  the  new  States  have 
grown  and  prospered.  No,  sirt  it  was  before  the  pres. 
ent  system  of  speculation  had  seized  the  public  mind, 
and  when  settlers  and  cultivators  purchased  the  public 
lands  at  the  minimum  price  per  acre.  But  will  it  be 
contended  that  a  State  will  flourish  more  by  enabling 
speculators  to  sell  to  settlers  and  cultivators,  at  from 
five  to  thirty  dollars  per  acre,  those  very  lands  which 
otberwise  they  would  obuin  st  a  dollar  and  a  quarter 
per  acre?  The  hcts  in  our  past  history  are  against  the 
argument  of  tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky.  The  average 
Mca  of  the  public  landa  from  1796  to  1830  amounted 
to  leaa  than  one  million  of  acres  per  annum.  Sales  must, 
tberefiMv,  then  have  been  made  almost  exchisively  to 
settlers  and  cultivators  by  tbe  Government,  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  when  the  West  increased  so  rapidly.  But 
what  is  tbe  esse  now?  Why,  more  than  four  fifUts  of  tbe 
mies  are  made  to  speculalMt.  Thus  we  have  seen  tbe 
saica  of  Ibe  year  1836,  ioduding  those  at  Pontotoc 
amoantiM  to  more  than  •  31,000,000  acres. 
And  the  sales  of  18S5  -  -  13,000,000 
Do.        1834    -  4,658.000 


Total  of  sales  of  1834,  1835,  and 

1836  -         -         ■         -  36,658»000 

Total  of  sales  from  1796  to 

1824  ....  33,843,019 

Thus  it  ia  proved  that  the  sales  of  the  last  three  years 

exceed,  by  nearly  mx  millions  of  acres  ^be  entire  sales 

fur  nearly  f«ty  years  preceding.   The  system  iA  sales. 


then,  at  the  minimum  price,  by  the  Government,  to 
settlers  or  cultivators,  was,  in  bet,  tbe  system  under 
which  the  new  States  grew  and  proq>eredt  but  let  any 
new  State  realise  what  will  toon  be  the  situatioa  of  ml 
of  them  under  the  existing  mIes,  when  every  acre  tit 
unoccupied  good  land  within  their  limits  will  be  In  the 
bands  of  speculators,  and  not  aa  acre  to  be  obtained  at 
the  Government  pricet  and  can  they  continue,  as  hereto, 
fore,  to  incresse  and  prosper^  He  who  thinks  so  must 
believe  that  a  State  will  flourish  more  rapidly  by  en> 
bancing  to  settlers  and  oahirators  the  price  of  its  unocca- 
pied  Undst  snd  he  who  thinks  so  diould  oppose  the 
reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  The  rcduo- 
lion  to  settlers  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  is  oer> 
tainly  an  important  measure  to  the  new  States,  and  ona 
which  (Mr.  W.  said)  he  yet  hoped  to  see  adopted.  But 
this  reduction  of  the  price  of  refuse  land,  on  so  average, 
of  twenty-6ve  cents  per  acre,  is  by  no  means  so  impor- 
tant to  the  new  States  as  the  passage  of  this  bill.  If  tbe 
maximum  required  for  settlement  and  cultivation  an- 
nually he  five  nrilKonsof  acres,  which  under  this  bill 
would  be  sold  for  these  purposes  at  one  dt^lar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  but,  by  tbe  continuance  of  the 
existing  system,  sold  by  speculators  to  settlers  at  an 
average  profit  of  five  dollars  per  acre,  there  would,  by 
this  bill,  be  saved  annually  to  the  settlers  and  eullivatora 
of  the  new  States  twcnty.five  millitnis  of  doltan  in  Han 
price  of  their  lands.  But  admitting  that  of  these  refine 
lands,  long  in  market,  proposed  to  be  reduced,  on  aa 
average,  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  a  million  of  acres 
were  purchased  annually  for  settlement  and  cultivation, 
there  would  be  saved  annusMy  to  the  settlers  of  tbe  new 
States,  in  (he  price  of  their  lands,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollarst  being  less,  by  upwards  of  twenty-four 
millions  annually,  than  is  saved  to  the  settlers  of  the  new 
States  by  tlie  adoption  of  this  measure.  If  it  were  proposed 
at  once,  by  an  act  of  Congress,  to  transfer  the  wnde  pub- 
tic  domain  to  speculators,  at  the  minimum  price  peracre, 
what  Senator  from  any  new  State  vrould  nut  at  once  ob- 
ject to  it?  Would  we  not  all  say  it  would  be  equivalent  to 
raising  to  settlers  the  price  of  these  lands,  on  an  average, 
five  dollars  per  acre?  And  yet,  can  we  close  our  eyes 
to  the  fact  that,  by  continuing  the  present  qrstem  for  a 
few  years,  the  mme  consequences  most  follow,  when, 
could  we  even  obtsin  from  Congress  a  reduction  of  the 
price  of  tbe  public  lands,  there  will  remain  none  worth 
purchasing  upon  which  the  reduction  could  operate? 
Continue  this  system  a  few  years,  and  the  Und  offices  of 
the  United  States  will  be  abolished  for  alt  practical  pur- 
poses, and  offices  opened  in  their  place  by  speculating 
companies.  Already  has  this  been  done  in  at  least  one 
of  the  new  States,  and  half  a  million  of  acres  advertised 
for  sale  by  a  single  company,  at  pieces  varying  from  two 
to  thirty  dollars  per  acre.  Another  company  is  pro- 
gressing with  its  entries,  with  a  capital  of  six  millions  of 
dollars!  and  this,  with  other  similar  associationa  now 
formed  and  forming,  and  individual  capitalists  embarked 
in  these  operations,  will  monopolize  the  public  domain, 
leaving,  in  a  very  Aort  tim^  not  an  acre  worth  culti- 
vating, to  be  purchased  at  the  Goremment  price  per 
acre.  We  do  not  yet  feel  fully  all  the  evils  ol  the  sys- 
tem, betiause  in  most  of  the  new  Stales  the  Government 
still  has  considerable  bodies  of  good  land  for  aale  at  tbo 
minimum  price,  and  competes  with  tbe  speculator  in  tbo 
market)  but  when  this  ceases,  as  it  soon  will  under  tbe 
present  system,  and  every  acre  of  good  unoccupied  land 
M  in  the  hands  of  speculators,  and  the  monopoly  com- 
plete, who  can  foretell  the  high  price  that  will  be  de- 
manded? The  proposition  seema  almost  too  clear  fot 
argument,  that  the  monopoly  of  the  lands  of  a  State  by  a 
few  individuals  must  deeply  injure  its  prosperity.  The 
Territories  of  the  Union  will  suif»  most  by  continuing 
this  system,  and  Flo^g«fi,|y^-Qsi^gTr^  " 
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taincd  mueh  longer  in  lerritorial  puptlafe.  The  spirit 
•T  ■pecoliUon  wilt  sweep  over  Ibem,  like  ibe  hurricine 
Ihe  tropics,  subverlinr  all  within  the  raoge  of  its  wild 
and  desoltting  esreer.  These  Territories  will,  in  bet, 
M  far  as  renrds  the  public  domain,  cease  to  be  the 
Territories  M  the  United  Sutes,  and  become  the  Terri- 
tories of  speculators,  owning  their  soil,  controlling  their 
destiny  for  half  a  Cc ntiiry,  and  postponing  their  admis- 
sion as  Slates  of  the  Union.  To  the  truly  wise  and 
patriotic  American,  there  can  be  nn  spectacle  more  truly 
sublime  than  the  admisKon  of  new  Suies  of  the  Union — 
to  behold  another  region  reclaimed  from  solitude,  and 
added  to  liberty  and  civilizatitm;  another  country  emer- 
ging from  territorial  pupibge,  and  aituming  the  attitude 
of  one  of  the  State*  of  the  American  Union.  Paas  this 
bill,  and  in  a  few  jean  more  lows  and  Wisconsin,  con- 
taining the  mountain  streams  and  founiains  or  tite  great 
Hiasiasippi,  will,  together  with  Florida,  send  their  Sen- 
ator! here  to  co-operate  with  us  in  advancing  the  pros- 
perity of  our  common  country.  These  Territories  are 
unrepresented  on  tliia  floor)  and  sheold  we  not  all  feel 
disposed  to  legislste  for  them  in  a  spirit  of  parental 
kindnea,  and,  above  all,  save  them  from  the  grasp  of 
speculating  monopolists^  This  bill  embraces  within  iti 
Munificent  proriaion  the  whole  Union  and  si)  its  parts. 
It  reaerres  oar  noble  public  domain  as  a  precious  in- 
heritance for  the  whole  American  people,  to  be  pur- 
chased only  by  settler*  or  cultivators,  frim  the  Govem- 
stent,  at  the  minimum  price.  It  encourage*  agriculture, 
that  mother  of  freemen,  that  nurse  of  virtue,  liberty, 
and  independence— that  truly  useful  and  virtuoua  voca- 
tion,  heretofore  depressed  by  exorbitant  tarifTs.  It  will 
enable  every  American  citizen  lo  obtain  a  farm  at  a  rea- 
sonable price  from  a  paternal  Govemnient,  for  more  than 
half  a  century  to  come.  It  reserves  for  the  noblest  pur- 
poses, as  the  inheritance  of  the  wht^e  people  of  this 
Union,  what,  under  the  existing  lystem,  will  soon  be  the 
property  of  a  few  speculating  monopolists. 

There  ii  another  method  in  which  the  existing  system 
retards  the  prosperity  of  the  new  Slates.  Of  the  twen- 
ty-seven millions  of  dollars  paid  this  past  year  fur  pub- 
lic lands,  at  It-ast  fifteen  millions  are  paid  by  the  people 
of  the  new  States,  snd  at  least  ten  millions  of  this  for 
purchases  for  speculation.  Thus  ia  ten  millions  taken  in 
a  single  year  from  the  people  of  the  new  States,  for  in- 
vestment in  wild  lands,  remaining  a  dead  capital,  and 
Withdrawn  from  investment  in  farms,  or  buildings,  or 
railroads,  or  aome  of  the  ukTuI  brancheii  of  productive 
Induslryt  and  thus  injuriously  affecting  the  business  tnd 
prosperity  of  the  new  Ststes.  Nor  is  it  only  the  new 
States  in  which  this  evil  is  experienced.  Not  the  old 
States  are  perhaps  the  greatest  sufferers.  Exclusive  of 
the  entries  made  for  cultivation  or  settlement  upon  the 
ratio  of  the  present  year,  we  have  seen  that  upwards  of 
ten  millions  annually  from  the  old  States  will  be  with- 
drawn for  the  purchase  of  wild  lands  for  speculation. 
This  is  a  process  equally  injurious  lo  the  old  and  to  the 
new  States.  To  the  new  Staiea,  we  have  iren  that  it  ia 
equivalent  to  a  law  advancing  tlie  price  of  the  public 
lands  to  settlers  and  cultivators,  for  the  benefit  of  specu* 
latorf,  at  least  five  dollars  per  acre.  To  the  old  Stales, 
It  is  a  whbdrawal  of  ten  mdliona  annually  from  the  eban* 
Mb  of  productive  industry,  for  investmc  nt  in  wild  lands, 
thus  doomed  to  remain  for  years  waste  snd  uncultivated. 
Who  can  deny  that  ten  millions  taken  annually  from  com- 
merce, agriculture,  manufactures,  and  public  improve- 
ments, in  the  eld  States,  must  prove  deeply  injnriuus  to 
those  communittes*  Under  the  exislingsystcm,  capital- 
ists, great  snd  amall.  and  borrowera  from  banks,  will 
■end  from  the  old  States  millions  of  money  annually  for 
land  speculations,  which  they  would  otherwise  invest  in 
aome  useful  buriness,  or  in  snme  public  improvements  at 
bomet  btit  tfaese  inTestmentowill  be  not  made,  yielding 


only  an  anntial  pro6i  of  five  or  ten  per  cent.,  whea  tve 
hundred  per  cent,  can  be  mKle  in  a  series  of  years,  tt  a 
■ingle  operation,  by  purchases  of  wild  lands.  Many  of 
these  capitalista  purchased  these  lands  as  a  permineiit 
inrenment,  iMendiog  to  witldiold  them  from  sale  for  pe- 
riods ranging  firom  five  to  twenty  year^  catcnhtlng  tiat 
the  oontinuM  advance  would  be  more  than  equivaleatlo 
the  ordinary  interest  of  money  or  profits  of  bunnea. 
In  the  mean  time,  during  this  long  interval,  this  ten  tail, 
lions  annually  might  as  well  he  sunk  in  the  oenn. 
There  ia  tbua  opened  a  golden  stream  from  the  East  to 
the  West,  which,  whHst  if  dndns  the  Bast  ef  milHaaiBf 
capital,  eondemna  to  a  period  of  kmg  sterility  vast  pgr- 
tion  of  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Weal,  conteini»rBMi( 
inexhaustibly  fertile,  but  remaining  in  the  hands  « ip»- 
ulators  barren  and  unproductive.  From  the  otdsndtbc 
new  States  combined,  we  have  seen  that  there  *u  it'a 
year  withdtawn  more  than  twenty  millions  of  dollsn^  fir 
investment  In  lands  for  speculation.  For  the  piesnil, 
thia  twenty  millions  might  aa  well  be  annihilatedt  mi  if 
the  qralem  ia  continued,  great  indeed  will  be  the  dirtmi 
and  embtrrassment  of  the  whole  country.  Indeed,  taikii 
cause,  more  than  all  others  combined,  must  be  atttibated 
any  existing  difficuUies  in  the  money  market.  Nooae 
at  all  veraed  in  the  principles  of  political  economy  oi 
for  a  moment  doubt  that  twenty  miirmns  taken  annoil- 
ly  from  commerce^  agriculture,  and  manuCKlwn,  nrt 
embarraaa  the  busineaa  of  any  nation.  These  reialli  sf 
this  system  (Mr.  W.  said)  he  dearly  fbremw  sad  |Ke- 
dieted  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  Mr.  W.  here 
read  the  following  extract  from  the  report  made  by  hi« 
at  the  last  aeanon,  from  the  select  comodttee  in  ftror  4 
the  bill  confining  the  aales  of  public  lands  to  aetllerf  sr 
cultivators: 

*'  Until  within  a  few  years  paat  the  sales  were  nsde 
almost  exolurively  for  settlement,  but  now  the  rtitnt 
IB  the  hct.  The  sales  within  the  laat  year  have  aiaaoii- 
ed  to  neariy  thirteen  millions  of  acres,  being  alw*! 
three  limea  the  amount  sold  in  any  precedin); 
Right  millions  of  acres  of  these  sales  have  probably  tien 
made  for  speculation,  snd  not  for  settlemest.  "n* 
spirit  of  speculation  in  the  public  lar>dsii  increansf  *'>tl> 
alarming  rapidity.  Companies  are  forming  in  all  d*fK- 
tion*  to  monopoliie  the  ownership  of  the  public  iaimr, 
and  ihua  be  enabled  to  arrest  the  aeltlement  a««l  rrgv- 
late  the  proaperity  of  the  new  Statee  and  Territopetw 
the  Union.  A  total  and  complete  monopoly  of  the  jnn- 
lic  latids  by  speculators  is  now  contemplated,  and  iK 
consequent  withdrawal  from  the  Government  of  iH 
power  over  thi*  subject.  Thia  system  will  be  detpT 
injurious  to  the  interest  of  the  old  as  well  as  of  ''if 
States.  Vast  sums  will  be  taken  from  investmrst  is  IM 
channels  of  productive  industry  in  the  old  Stsie%sH 
invested  in  purchases  of  oncultivsted  lands.  It  is 
ly  offered  by  Government  for  the  snnual  withrfrsaw  * 
capital  from  the  useful  pursuit*  of  productive  iiid»*T, 
for  intestment  in  waste  lands,  producing  nothifg.  "Wi 
conaequenily,  adding  nothing  to  the  general  P'**P'r^ 
of  the  country.  Agriculture,  commerce,  and  msouttC* 
tures,  are  all  injuriously  affected  by  thia  proce*.  F*' 
great  period  of  time,  the  moneya  thu*  invested  ""Pjf 
well  be  sunk  in  the  ocean.  Agriculture  is  not  beneiii»> 
for  settlement  is  retarded,  and  not  advanced,  by  tl|«*r^ 
tern.  Commerce  and  manufactures  are  injured  br 
annual  sinking  of  so  much  of  the  active  capitsi  o' "* 
country.  The  vast  sums  thus  invested  during  the  pr^ 
ent  year  have  certainly  greatly  contributed  to  creaW"'' 
existing  embarrassments,  and,  as  the  evil  pHP**? 
the  embarrassments  will  be  increased  and  >KS'**"'z 
It  is,  then,  the  interest  of  the  old  as  well  "  *'*  * 
Statea  to  arrest  this  annual  invcalmcnt  of  milNaM^T: 
productive  purautta.  Were  it  arrested,  these  "I^T 
of  dead  capiul  would  be  addimjwly  to  tbccoB*^' 
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•irncullure,  »iwl  muiabetureii  of  the  whole  eoontry. 
When  mooey  b  inrested,  even  from  the  old  Statn,  in 
hwk  for  Kttkment  and  cttH'mtion  iHily,  in  the  new 
StBlci^  the  annual  prodaeti  at  the  soil  inomie  the 
vmIA  and  pro^ierity  of  the  whole  eounlty,  and  toon 
Hive  iMcfc  to  the  old  State*,  through  the  cbannela  of 
trade  and  baaioeiB,  more  then  the  iBKNiBt  of  the  pur- 
ehaeC'iDoneyor  the  land.  But  if  the  oiliz^iu  of  a  nation 
appropriate  minions  annually  in  the  purchase  of  proper- 
ty yirl<ling  no  incoror,  the  result  is  a  ^at  national  Ion. 
It  is,  then,  the  interest  of  the  whole  Union  that  those  mo- 
nnpofcet  of  the  public  land*  should  be  arrested,  and  that 
cap^  ■hooM  eoMinaalhr  flow  hi  the  Tuious  channels  of 
produetire  induatTy.  If»  anong  olhef  causes,  the  exist- 
lag  etnbairraasnients  are  now  ^atly  attributable  to  the 
qteculMtinf  inTCSliitent  of  millions,  during  the  past  year, 
b  wild  Inndi^  what  will  be  the  result  if  the  system  is 
immilh  il  to  continue  for  a  series  of  years  unabatedF  It 
N  Msy  to  fereaee  that  the  neoesury  consequence  will  be, 
incfcswinff  dbtresaand  embarrassment,  or  at  least  a  dim- 
inotioa  ol  the  national  prosperity." 

Mr.  W.  aAti,  had  not  the  predictions  eunlained  in 
ttna  report  been  fully  realiXfd,  and  would  it  not  bare 
htmm  veil  for  the  community  if  the  bill  (hen  proposed 
by  tbib  coaiiniltee  for  arresting  these  speculations  had 
b«en  adopled  by  Congress?  And  if  we  continue  the  ex- 
Mting  syaiea,  will  not  these  evils  continue  to  augment 
from  year  to  year,  till  the  whole  public  domain,  which  u 
of  M/Taloc^  shall  be  swept  witbin  t>e  vortex  of  specu- 
latnf  OMMiopolyf  Continue  the  existing  system  but  a 
fcw  yews  more,  and  ttte  nation  will  awake,  as  it  were, 
from  ■  tiwiee,  and  find  itself  despoiled,  by  speculators, 
ef  every  acre  of  good  land  east  of  the  hrer  Uissiasippi. 
N-jrwill  it  stop  there.  Not  it  will  roll  on,  it  is  rolling 
on,  over  the  regions  of  the  far  West,  reaching  from  the 
Ohio  to  the  Misaouri,  and  from  near  the  sources  of  the 
great  Mbsbwppi  to  ita  outlet  in  the  Gulf.  In  a  few 
years  more,  and  apecubtora  will  command  an  empire, 
and  parcel  it  out  at  their  pleaioref  and  yet  we  refuse  to 
interpose,  nay,  we  sustain  and  encourage  thb  system,  by 
wMeh  whole  Slates  and  Territories  will  be  placed  be* 
aeath  the  drgradir>g  control  of  a  few  specuUting  monop* 
otbta.  National  interest  and  national  honor  alike  prompt 
Bs  to  intcrpo*e.  And  what  restrains  usf  Sir,  it  is  tlie 
M^plu^  the  fata)  surplus  spirit,  that  pushes  onward 
Uib  Government  to  the  very  verge  of  the  precipice.  It 
b  Ibb  opirit  which  dares  to  demand  from  tlie  people 
noK  revenue  than  is  required  for  the  wanU  of  the  Gov- 
cmiBentt  it  is  thb  spirit  which  must  be  gratified,  and 
would  soon  sell,  if  it  could,  not  only  the  land,  but  the 
people  of  the  new  States,  for  unnecessary  revenue.  But. 
God  be  tiianked,  thb  spirit  has  been  rebuked  by  the 
people,  and  their  decree  has  been  proclaimed,  that  no 
more  money  shall  he  eolleeted  froa  them  than  is  re- 
qmrcd  for  tlie  wants  of  the  Government,  adminbtcred  in 
•  spirH  of  republican  economy,  and  within  the  strict  hm- 
its  cMf  the  constttuiion.  Tbb  principle  is  becoming  fun- 
damental, and  must  be  carried  into  full  and  practical 
effect. 

If  you  viH  not  bring  down  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of 
tlie  Oovernment^  by  confining  to  settlers  or  culuvaturs 
the  sales  of  the  public  land^  reduce!  reduce!  repeal!  re- 
peal the  tahff  1  will  be  the  voice  that  will  be  echoed  by 
the  people  through  these  walls.  Already  thb  voice  b 
breaking  upon  us,  and  within  the  hall  of  the  House  of 
BeprvMnUtivcs,  demanding  that  the  revenue  from  the 
tariff*  t>e  reduced  more  than  sis  millions  of  dotbrs.  Has 
the  manufacturing  interest  no  eyes  to  see  the  difficulties 
•bich  sarroand  it  f  has  it  no  ears  to  hear  the  voice  of  the 
people,  demanding  more  and  more  loudly  the  reduction 
bT  the  Kvenue  to  the  wants  of  tbe  Government*  If  the 
aMuitifcetttriBg  inlcrcat  naw  uiriiet  itself  with  the  surplus 
party,  it  will  be  nrept  bciurc  the  torrent  of  pubfie  leati- 


ment.  A.  surplus  tariff  coalition  can  never  reabt  th« 
mandate  of  the  people's  will.  The  tariff  and  surplus  co- 
alition will  be  more  odious  than  any  which  have  prece- . 
ded  it|  it  will  be  the  union  of  sin  a'nd  desth;  and  both, 
both  will  he  driven  out  together*  fhrn  the  halb  of  Con- 
greas.  Let  me  tell  the  maimbctaring  iatereat,  in  the 
spirit  of  truth  and  candor,  that  to  them  a  unkm  with  the 
surplus  party  will  be  the  embrace  of  death.  By  the  sar.. 
plus  party  I  mean  not  those  who  voted  to  deposite  with 
the  States  an  already  accumalated  surplui^  but  1  mean 
the  party  that  wbhes  to  legislate,  or  refuse  to  legislate, 
for  the  purpose  of  oratii^  a  sushis.  Last  year  that 
party  had  perhaps  an  uncertain  majority,  or  nearly  a 
majority,  m  this  chamber.  Where  h  that  majori^  now  > 
Gone,  swept  away  by  the  majesty  of  the  people's  wills 
and  the  antl^urplus,  anti-dbtrihutitm  party  now  coitati* 
tute  a  great  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and 
liflve  carried  the  President  elect.  If,  then,  the  ounu- 
facluring  interest  leans  for  support  upon  the  surplus  par- 
ty, it  will  lean  upon  a  small  and  decreasti^  minority. 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  I  do  not  wbh  to  renew  the  scenes  of 
1833|  I  never  again  wbh  tu  behold  the  very  fabric  uf 
thb  Government  rocking  upon  its  foundation,  when 
every  patriot  heart  throbbed  with  apprehension,  and 
each  tyrant's  bosom  bounded  with  the  exulting  hope  that 
this  Union — freedom's,  the  world's  last  hope — was  blot- 
ted from  the  scroll  of  nations.  Never,  therefore,  with- 
out necessity,  never  in  a  wanton,  reckless  spirit,  would 
I  disturb  the  msin  provbions  of  the  compromise  act  of 
March,  1833.  But  therebone  greateonstitutionalprin* 
ciple  too  saered  to  be  yielded  to  any  compromiiT',  and 
that  ta  thbi  the  revenue  must  be  reduced  to  the  waati 
of  the  Gnvernment)  for,  if  not  so  reduced,  tbe  Govern- 
ment will  be  subverted  or  changed  into  a  central  deipo- 
tism,  collecting  millions  upon  millions  of  unnecessary 
revenue,  for  a  diatribution  unknown  to  the  framers  of 
the  constitution.  If,  then,  tlie  revenue  can  be  reduced 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government  by  thb  bill,  blind  in- 
deed mast  be  the  manufacturing  interest  to  its  true  pol- 
icy if  it  oppose  this  salutary  measure.  The  neeeasary 
reduction  cannot  be  aecompliahed  except  by  such  a 
measure  as  this.  The  revenue  thb  year  from  customs  it 
919,391,310.  Estimating  the  revenue  from  this  source 
hereafter,  by  the  decreasing  scale  of  the  act  of  llarch, 
1833,  as  it  now  stsnds,  and  the  increased  imporUlions 
augmenting  with  our  increasing  wealth  and  popubtiun, 
and  the  maximum  woukl  be  as  follows: 

1837,  .         •         •  ^18.000,000 

1838,  -         -         -  17.500.000 

1839,  .  -  -  17,000.000 
1810.  -  -  -  16.500,000 
1841,  -  -  -  16,000,000 
1843,         .         -         .  15,000,000 

Now,  add  to  this  tbe  twenty-five  millloni  received  an- 
nually for  lands,  upon  the  basis  of  the  receipts  of  this 
year,  and  the  maximum  result  of  the  aggregate  revenue 
from  bnds  and  customs  would  be  as  fallows: 

1837,  -         -         -  $43,000,000 

1838,  -         -         -  42,500,000 

1839,  .         -         -  43,000,000 

1840,  -         .         -  41,500,000 

1841,  -  -  41,000,000 
1843,         .         -         -  40,000.000 

The  above  calcohtion  would  present  an  excess,  in  six 
years,  of  ten  millions  above  an  annual  revenue  of  forty 
millions,  and,  including  our  bank  slock*  a  total  excess  of 
eighteen  millions  over  an  annual  revenue  of  forty  mil- 
lions, exclusive  of  tbe  amount  accruing  from  incidental 
sources  not  embraced  in  this  estimate.  The  above  esti- 
matei^  though  maximums,  and  therefore  beyond  the  ac- 
tual aoiouB^  would  aeem  ludemoiutAteLtbat-nf  ^^lai^e 
of  the  tariff  ever  propoAd itiradld'  hnh^Sd^lNir  re* 
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eciptt  to  the  mnu  of  the  Qovernment.  The  twenty-five 
millioni  of  dollars  tlone  reee'iTed  innually  From  the  tales 
of  the  public  land*  to  speculatort,  under  the  existing 
ijrttero,  would  be  loo  ^reat  for  the  proper,  regular,  an- 
nual, expenditure!  of  the  Gorernroenl.  Any  Senator, 
then,  who  b  for  the  present  system,  is  either  for  an  an< 
Dual  rerenue  of  nearly  forty  tDillioiw  of  dollars,  for  wild 
and  extranganl  expenditures,  or  for  an  annual  dbtribu- 
tion.  Any  Senator  who  rotes  to  continue  the  present 
tqrstem,  Totea  to  create  a  surplus.  Any  Senator  who  votes 
against  limiting  to  settlers  or  cultivators  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  votes  to  accumulate  a  surplus.  This  fact 
cannot  be  disguised  from  the  people,  and  will  constitute 
tlie  true  criterion  between  the  surplus  and  anti-surplui 
party,  unless,  indeed,  we  almost  entirely  repeal  the  tariff. 
Under  the  system  we  propose,  the  public  domain,  ex- 
clusive of  sales  for  settlement,  will  remain  theproperty  of 
the  Government,  and  in  case  of  war  or  any  great  emer- 
gency we  may  sell  again  for  revenue. 

There  is  no  subject  in  regard  to  which  so  many  erro- 
neous estimates  have  been  made,  u  the  number  i>f  acres 
of  public  land  required  annually  for  tettkineiit  or  culti- 
nttoii.  It  is  demonstrable  that  five  mUliona  of  acres  is 
the  maximum  required  far  these  purposes.  This  in  as- 
certained by  the  augmentation  of  population  In  the  new 
States  and  Territories  in  a  given  term  of  years,  and  the 
correspondent  amount  of  Lnda  entered  during  the  same 
period.  The  increase  of  population  in  the  new  States 
and  Territories,  from  1820  to  18S0.  was  1,070,998.  The 
total  amount  of  entries  and  purchases  of  the  public  lands, 
for  all  purpoMS,  during  the  same  period,  was  8,316,858 
aCPci.  Thus,  an  annual  increase  of  one  million  of  popu- 
lation, in  the  new  States  and  Territories,  would  require 
less  than  eight  millions  of  acres  for  the  purposes  of  settle- 
ment or  cultivation.  Now,  tiie  must  extravagant  estimate 
of  (he  annual  increase  of  population  in  the  new  States 
and  Territories  does  not  exceed  two  hundred  thousandi 
at  this  rate,  requiring  annually  only  one  million  xix 
liundred  thousand  acres.  But  suppose  the  quantity 
trebled,  and  the  amount  will  not  reach  five  millions  of 
acresi  thus  making  a  difference  in  the  revenue  of  nearly 
nineteen  millions  of  dullsrs  per  annum,  accordinfr  to  the 
receipts  of  the  present  year.  As,  then,  a  mere  financial 
measure — as  a  measure  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government—there  ia  nothing  proposed  so 
important  as  this  bill. 

Assuming  these  five  millions  of  acres  aa  the  largest 
amount  that  would  be  sold  snnually  under  the  system 
now  proposed,  and  the  maximum  or  revenue  hereafter 
aeerutng  annually  from  lands  and  ctutoms  would  be  as 
follows: 

1837,  ■         -         -  128,000,000 

1838,  •         •         -  33.500,000 

1839,  •  •  -  33,000,000 
18«0,  -  -  -  32.500,000 
1841,  -  •  •  33,000,000 
1843,         -         .         -  31,000,000 

The  grest  difference  between  the  years  1837  and  1838, 
in  the  above  eBiimstes.  arises  from  the  fact  that,  in  any 
event,  for  a  large  portion  of  the  year  1837i  the  sales 
must  take  place  under  the  existing  system.  If  we  mske 
a  still  further  reduction,  by  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on 
all  articles  now  paying  a  less  duty  tnsn  twenty  per  cent, 
ad  valtmm,  as  authonzed  by  the  sixth  section  of  the  com- 
promise act  of  1833,  we  would  probably  strike  off  one 
million  and  a  half  annually  from  the  taxes  of  the  people, 
and  the  maximum  of  our  annual  revenue  would  be — 

1837,  -         .         -  126,500,000 

1838,  -         -         .  32,000,000 

1839,  •         -         -  31.500,000 

1840,  -         -         -  21.000,000 

1841,  •  -  -  30.500,000 
1843,         -         -         .  19,500,000 


But  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  are  some  aHidei^  pu- 
ticularly  those  of  universal  use  or  consumpUoa  il 
classes,  and  especially  by  the  poor,  upon  wbicb  «e  mm 
be  enabled  to  reduce  the  duties,  though  not  ctriMSGH 
within  the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  coo. 

? remise  act,  without  reviving  the  strife  ami  diflenhiarf 
83%  to  as  not  only  to  reduce  the  revcMie  to  tiw  visli 
of  the  Goremment,  but  to  graduate  our  cxpeadiliiiii 
by  a  standard  of  republican  ceonomy  in  all  our  apptvpn- 
ations. 

Such  are  the  great  principles  of  the  bill,  and  tbe  de- 
tails are  designed  to  promote  the  great  object.  Sileirf 
the  public  lands  at  public  auetion,  though  not  eoMr 
aboli^cd,  are  confined  to  those  who  purchase  far  Mtk* 
ment  or  cultivation.  The  speculator  is  excluded  fn* 
the  public  sales,  as  he  is  from  private  entries.  Tbsii 
indispensable;  for  when  the  speculator  is  excluded  sal; 
from  private  entriea,  but  permitted  to  purchase  at ^ 
lie  auction,  he  would  engross  nearly  all  the  tsndsoftf- 
ed  at  any  future  land  sales.  And  what  has  the  Gsvers- 
ment  gained  by  sales  of  its  lands  at  pubfic  ^"f' 
Nothing  deserving  an  estimate.  Upon  compariof  ut 
oflicial  records,  the  total  number  of  acres  sold,  sod  tte 
total  price  received,  the  following  have  been 
ofthe  auction  system:  From  the  lal  of  July,  Hw*,  to 
the  present  perio<l.  we  hare  received,  from  sslei  w  »« 
public  lands,  an  average  of  three  cents  per  acre  over  w 
minimum  pricet  from  1796  to  1st  July,  182ft  aoj^ 
three  cents  per  acre  over  the  minimum  pricej  M 
1796  to  Hie  present  period,  three  cenU  per  acre  «w 
the  minimum  pricei  for  the  year  1835,  one  cert  •«» 
half  per  acre  over  the  onnimum  pricei  for  the  year  IW 
lets  than  one  cent  per  acre  over  the  ''Il'f 
Hence  it  is  obvious  (hat  nothing  is  gained  by  the  Gof* 
ernment  by  continuing  the  auction  system. 

Mr.  W.  here  proceeded  to  explain  to  t''® 
delaiis  ofthe  b  II}  ihe  clause  confining  the  sates  loiettW 
or  cultivators!  the  limitation  to  two  sectionst  tbe  solhofr  , 
ty  to  parents  to  purchase  for  their  children,' with  awe  ' 
to  the  rsisblishment  of  farms;  the  pre-emption  •fctim; 
the  privilege  of  purchasing  in  forty-acres  loUi  *^ 
finally,  the  taxing  power  conceded  to  the 
which  ihey  might  raise  a  revenue  from  unoccupied 
whether  held  by  their  own  or  non-resident  •pecoUWn. 
and  thus,  to  B  certain  extent,  repress  speculatwo. 
Mr.  W.  concluded  by  returning  bis  thanks  to  the 
for  (he  very  general  and  indulgent  attention  viib  vdk" 
they  tud  received  bis  remarks. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  was  gratified  to  hear  fromj^ 
chairman  of  Ihe  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
ranee  that  the  Treasury  order  of  July,  1836.  " 
someway,  bediapenied  with.  He  *'*'*"°^,  ^ 
chairman  when  the  committee  would  probsbiy  repw 
on  this  subject.  .  li. 

Mr.  WALKER  could  not  certainly  tdU  P**^ 
by  Tuesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MORRIS,  tlie  bill,  irlln  tbet«»^ 
ments,  was  postponed  till  Monday.  ^ 

The  expunging  resolution  of  Mr.  Btxrov  ^ 
ing  up  for  further  consideration,  and  Mr.  Cu'  " 
Ihe  floor- 
On  motion  of  Mr.  KENT, 

The  Senate  adjourned:  Yeas  ?2,  nays  18. 


MoXDXT,  JxKDASTlfi. 

EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION.  ^ 

After  disposing  of  the  usual  ir^ 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  IM  •P*J*'|^ 
der,  which  was  Mr.  Bsftoh's  resolution  ^"  '^^ti 
from  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  the  resoluifW  wiw  ^ 
March,  1834,  cenuring  the 
moved  the  depoMifitiiBcth*  < 
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Expunging  JRetohttion. 


[Sbhatb. 


Vr.  CLAT  row  ind  Mid  tbtt,  conndering  that  he 
PI  the  morer  Dftlie  retohitioii  of  Hirch*  1834,  ind  (be 
iHKqaeDi  tchtHm  in  wbidi  he  itood  to  the  majority 
itike  Senate  bj  whoae  rote  it  wu  idoptcd,  be  had  Telt 
I  ta  be  hia  duty  to  aay  aumething  on  tbia  expunging 
■nlalioot  and  he  had  atwaya  intended  to  do  to  when 
■ifcooM  be  persuaded  that  there  existed  a  aettled  pur- 
■ae  of  prewnr  it  to  a  final  deciaion.    But  it  had  been 
•taken  up  and  put  down  at  the  last  seaaion — taken  up 
eday*  when  a  apeech  was  prepared  for  delivery,  and 
tmra  when  it  wu  pnuiouneedr-thftt  be  hid  really 
^  vbelber  there  exiited  any  serioui  intention  of 

•  patlbf  it  to  the  vote.  At  the  very  close  of  the 
laaiont  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  resolution 

•  up,  and  in  several  quarters  of  the  Senate  a  diapa- 
_   I  was  nanifeated  to  come  to  •  de6niiive  deciaion. 

^  Qi  tbat  occaiion  he  had  ofiered  to  waive  his  right  to  ad- 
.'^l  Am  the  Senate,  and  silently  to  vote  upon  the  reaolu- 
A  Am;  but  it  was  again  laid  upon  the  table,  and  Uid 
J  %tn  foicvcr,  u  the  country  luppased,  and  as  he 
.  L  WEcved*   It  ii^  however,  now  revivedi  and,  lundry 
llwgea  having  taken  phce  in  (be  members  of  this  body, 
,  k  woaU  seem  that  the  present  design  is  to  brin^f  the 
^  ...  NabhtisB  to  an  absolute  conclusion. 
r,\      thn«  not  risen  (continued  Mr.  C.)  to  repeat,  gt 
U  ha^  the  ailment  by  which  the  friends  of  the 
Kwlaliua  sf  March,  1834,  lusUined  it.    Tbel  argument 
bbdbe  the  world,  was  unanswered  at  the  tiiDe,  and 
biaaaiB  Liable.   And  1  here,  in  my  place,  in  the  pres. 
MKof  mj  eoiintry  and  of  my  Ood,  after  the  fulleat 
Mwkration  and  deliberation  oF  which  my  mind  is  capa- 
Ht,  reassert  my  solemn  conviction  of  the  truth  of  every 
peopeaition  contained  in  that  resolution.    But,  whilst  it 
fa  lot  ny  inlention  to  commit  such  an  infliction  upon 
tte  Senate  u  that  would  be  of  rrtracTltg  the  whole 
V«aod  of  argiinent  rormerly  occupied,  I  devre  to  by 
kefiire  it,  al  (his  time,  a  brief  and  true  state  of  the  case, 
■ribre  iheKiUl  step  is  taken  of  giving  to  the  expung. 


si 


I  kf  resolution  the  sanction  of  the  American  Senate,  I 
J  *ub,  by  presenting  a  faithful  outline  of  (he  real  qiies- 

,  Som  mvolred  in  the  resolution  of  1834,  to  make  a  lis>, 
.  ma  if  it  is  to  be  an  ineffectual,  appeal  to  the  sober 
jaigments  of  Senators.  I  begin  by  reaaierting  the 
j   tnttof  (hit  resolution. 

P     Osr  British  aneeilarfl  underttood  perfectly  well  the 
'    {■■mml  importance  of  the  money  power  in  a  repre- 
seatative  Government.    It  ia  the  great  lever  by  which 
the  Crown  ia  touched,  and  made  to  conform  its  admints* 
traiion  to  the  interests  of  the  kingdom  and  the  will  of 
the  people.    D«prii%  Parliament  of  the  power  of  freely 
granting  or  withholding  suppliea,  and  surrender  to  the 
Sag  the  purae  of  ttie  nation,  he  instantly  becomes  an 
■baMute  Booareh.   Whatever  may  be  the  form  of  gov- 
enmwat,  elective  or  hereditary,  democratic  or  despotic, 
ttal  person  who  commands  the  force  of  the  nation,  and 
the  Biine  time  has  uncontrolled  poasesnon  of  the 
pane  of  the  nation,  baa  absolute  power,  wltalerer  may 
be  the  official  name  by  which  he  ia  called. 

Our  immedia'e  ancestor*,  profiting  by  the  lessons  on 
thil liberty  which  bad  been  taiiglit  in  the  country  from 
which  we  sprung,  endeavored  to  encircle  around  the 
pri)rie  pone,  in  the  hands  of  Congress,  every  possible 
■esrity  sgtinst  the  intrusion  of  the  Executive.  With 
llwTiev,CDngreB9  alone  is  inveateil,  bytheconatitution, 
with  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  the  taxes.  Wl>en  col> 
letted,  not  a  cent  ia  to  be  drawn  from  the  public  Treas- 
nr^butia  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress.  And  among 
■be  first  sets  of  this  Government  was  the  paaaage  of  a 
bv  eilaUishif^  the  Treasury  Department,  for  the  safe 
kcc]Magaad  the  Inland  regular  disbursement  of  the 
■oiey  le  collected.  By  that  aot  a  Secretary  of  the 
Tnaniyla  placed  atttie  bead  of  the  Department)  and, 
nfyieg  !■  tM  respect  from  ill  (be  other  Drpartments, 


he  is  to  report,  not  to  the  President,  but  directly  to 
Congress,  and  is  liable  to  be  called  to  give  infornnaiion 
in  person  before  Congress.  It  is  impossible  to  examine 
dispassionately  that  act,  without  coming  to  the  conclU' 
aion  that  he  ts  emphatically  the  agent  of  Congress,  In 
performing  the  duties  assigned  by  the  constitution  to 
Congress.  The  act  further  provides  that  a  Treasurer 
shall  be  appointed,  to  receive  and  keep  the  public  money  t 
and  none  can  be  drawn  from  his  custody  but  under  the 
authority  of  a  law,  and  in  virtue  of  a  warrant  drawn  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  countersigned  by  the 
Comptroller,  and  recorded  by  the  flegister.  Only  when 
such  a  warrant  is  presented  can  the  Treasurer  lawfully 
pay  one  dollar  from  the  public  purse.  Why  was  the 
concurrence  of  these  four  officers  required  in  disburse- 
ments of  the  public  money?  Was  it  not  for  greater  se- 
cu'iiy?  Was  it  not  intended  that  each,  exercising  a 
separate  and  independent  will,  should  be  a  check  upon 
every  other?  Was  it  not  the  purpoee  of  the  law  to  con. 
aider  eaeh  of  these  four  officers,  acting  in  ba  proper 
sphere,  not  as  a  mere  automaton,  but  as  an  intelleeiual, 
intelligent,  and  responsible  person,  bound  to  observe 
the  law,  and  to  stnp  the  warrant,  or  stop  the  money,  if 
the  authority  of  the  law  were  wantine^ 

Thus  stood  the  Treasury  from  1789  to  1816.  Du- 
ring that  long  time  no  President  had  ever  attempted  to 
interfere  wilb  the  cuatody  of  the  public  purae.  it  re- 
mained where  the  bw  placed  it,  undisturbed,  and  every 
Chief  Hagistrate,  ineluding  the  Psther  of  his  Country, 
respected  the  law. 

In  1816  an  act  passed  to  establish  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  Stales  for  the  term  of  twenty  yeara,  and,  by 
the  16th  section  of  the  act,  it  ia  enacted  "that  the  de- 
posites  of  the  money  of  the  United  Slates,  in  places  in 
which  the  said  bauk  and  the  brandies  thereof  msy  be  es- 
tablished, shall  be  made  in  said  bank  or  branches  there> 
of,  unless  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  at  any 
time  otherwise  order  and  directt  in  which  esse,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  immediately  lay  before 
Congress,  if  in  session,  and,  if  not,  immediately  after 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session,  the  reasons  of 
such  order  or  direction.'* 

Thus  it  is  perfectly  manifts',  from  the  express  worda 
of  4he  law,  that  the  power  to  make  any  order  or  direc- 
tion for  the  removal  of  the  pubiic  deposilea  is  confided 
to  the  Secretary  alone,  to  the  absolute  exelurion  of  the 
President,  and  al)  the  wnrld  besides.  And  the  law, 
proceeding  upon  the  established  principle  that  (lie  Sec* 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  in  all  that  concerns  the  public 
purse,  acts  as  the  direct  agent  of  Congress,  requires,  in 
the  event  of  his  ordering  or  directing  a  removal  of  the 
depo^ites,  that  he  shall  immediately  lay  his  reasons  there- 
for before  whom?  The  President?  No|  before  Cmigreaf. 

So  stood  (he  public  Treasury  and  the  public  deposilea 
from  the  year  1816  to  September,  1833.  in  all  that  pe- 
riod of  seventeen  years,  running  through  or  into  four 
several  adminiktrations  of  the  Government,  the  taw  had 
its  uninterrupted  operation,  no  Chief  Magistrate  having 
assumed  upon  himself  the  power  of  diverting  the  public 
purse  from  its  lawful  custody,  or  of  substituting  his  will 
to  that  of  the  offictr  to  wbose  are  It  was  exeluaivety 
intrusted. 

In  the  session  of  Congress  of  1833-'3  an  inquiry  hail 
been  instituted  by  the  H«use  nf  Representatives  into  the 
condition  of  the  B^nk  of  the  United  States.  It  resulted 
in  a  conviction  of  its  entire  safely,  and  a  declaration 
by  the  Houae,  made  only  a  short  time  before  the  adjntirn- 
meot  of  Congress,  on  the  4th  of  March,  1933,  (hat  the 
public  deposiles  were  perfectly  secure.  This  declara- 
tion waa  probably  made  in  consequence  of  suspicions 
then  afloat  of  a  design  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  re- 
move the  depositea.  These  suspicion**  were  denied  by 
ihe  preM  friendly  to  the  tt|ni!^itff  As»0®g4&Iee>> 
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the  member*  bsd  icireclj  reached  their  mpectire 
hornet  before  meaturet  were  commenced  by  the  Ezecu- 
ttve  to  elTect  a  remoral  of  the  depoailet  from  that  very 
place  of  aafely  which  it  waa  amon|r  (ha  laot  acta  of  the 
Houae  to  deckre  evated  in  the  Bank  of  Uw  United 
Staica. 

In  proiecutton  ofthb  deaig^n,  Mr.  McLanr,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  who  waa  decidedly  oppoacd  toauch 
a  nkeaauret  •  as  promoted  to  the  Department  of  Sute.  and 
Mr>  DAane  waa  appointed  to  succcfd  him.  But  Mr. 
Duane  was  equally  convinced  with  his  predecessor  that 
he  was  forbidden  by  every  coiuideration  of  duty  to  exe- 
cute tbe  power  with  which  the  law  had  intrusted  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tiea^ury,  and  refuaed  to  remove  (be 
depoaites;  whereupon  he  wsa  diuniiacd  from  ofBcr,  a 
new  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  waa  appointed,  and,  in 
September,  1833,  >>y  the  command  of  the  Preaident,  the 
measure  was  Bnally  accomplished.  That  it  was  tbe 
President's  act  waa  never  denied,  but  proclaimed,  boast- 
ed, defemled.  It  fell  upon  the  country  like  a  thunder 
bolt,  sgitmling  the  Union  from  one  extremity  to  the 
other.  The  stoutest  adherents  of  the  administration 
were  alarmtdt  and  all  thinking  men,  not  blinded  by 
party  prejudice,  beheld  in  the  act  a  bold  and  dangerous 
exereiae  of  poweri  and  no  human  sagacity  can  now 
foresee  the  tremendous  consequences  which  will  cnaue. 
The  meaaure  was  adopted  not  long  before  the  approach- 
ing teation  of  C^ngressi  and,  a«  the  concurrence  of 
both  brancbea  m'gbt  be  necessary  to  compel  a  restora> 
lion  of  the  depo&itet,  (he  object  was  to  tske  the  chance 
of  a  possible  diviuon  between  ibem,  and  thereby  defeat 
the  restoration. 

And  where  did  the  President  find  the  power  for  this 
moat  extraordinary  set?  It  Ins  been  seen  that  the  con* 
stitution,  jealous  of  alt  executive  interference  with  the 
Treasury  of  the  nation,  has  coi>fided  it  to  tbe  exclusive 
esre  of  Congress,  by  every  precautionary  guard,  from 
the  first  imposition  of  the  taxea  to  the  final  disbursement 
of  the  public  monry. 

It  haa  been  seen  that  the  language  of  the  IGih  arction 
of  the  kw  of  1816  ta  express  and  free  from  all  ambigui- 
ty, and  that  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasui?  ia  the  aule 
and  exduMve  depositary  of  the  auihoi^ly  which  it  confers. 

Those  who  maintain  the  power  of  the  President  have 
to  Mipport  it  sgainst  the  positive  language  of  the  constitu- 
tion, against  the  t-xplicit  m  ords  of  the  statute,  and  against 
the  genius  and  theory  of  all  our  inititutions. 

And  how  do  they  surmount  these  insuperable  obsta- 
oU%t  By  a  series  of  far-felched  implications,  which,  if 
every  nne  of  tliem  were  u  true  aa  they  are  believed 
to  be  incorrect  or  perverted,  would  atop  far  abort  of 
maintaining  the  power  which  waa  exercised. 

The  first  of  these  implied  powers  is,  that  of  dismissal, 
which  is  claimed  for  the  President.  Of  all  the  question- 
ed powers  ever  exercised  by  this  Government,  this  ia  the 
most  questionablr .  Prom  the  first  Congress  down  to 
the  present  adminiatraiinn,  it  had  never  been  examined. 
It  wai  carrieil  then,  in  the  Senate,  by  llie  casting  vote  of 
the  Vice  Prewdcnt.  And  those  who,  at  that  day,  ar- 
gtipd  in  behalf  of  the  power,  contended  for  it  i>pon  con- 
ditions which  have  been  utterly  disregarded  by  tlie 
present  Chief  Magistrate.  The  power  oldtsmiual  is  no- 
where in  tbe  constitution  granted,  in  express  terms,  to 
the  President,  it  ia  not  a  necesiuir^  incident  to  any 
granted  powert  and  the  friends  of  the  power  have  never 
been  able  to  sgree  among  themselves  as  to  the  precise 
part  of  tlie  constitution  from  which  it  tpringf. 

But  if  the  power  of  dismissal  waa  as  incontestable  as 
it  is  justly  Controvertible,  we  utterly  deny  the  conse- 
quences fleduced  front  it.  The  argument  ir,  that  the 
President  hss,  by  implication,  the  power  of  dismissal. 
From  this  first  implication  aiwther  is  drawn;  and  that  is, 
that  the  President  has  the  power  to  eonlrol  tbt  t.ffieer. 


whom  be  may  dismiss,  in  the  diadiarge  of  lus<hitiei,ii 
all  cases  wbateverf  and  that  this  power  of  control  ii  ■ 
comprehensive  aa  to  include  even  the  case  of  a  iptciic 
duty  expressly  aasigned  by  law  to  tbe  designated  oificer. 

Now,  we  deny  these  results  from  the  dismiiunf  pov- 
er.  That  power,  if  it  exists,  can  daaw  after  it  oa^i 
right  of  general  superintendence.  It  cannot  salbom 
the  President  to  substitute  bis  will  to  the  will  of  tbs 
officer  charged  with  the  performance  of  official  dutita 
Above  all,  it  cannot  juatify  such  a  aubstitution  iaa  on 
where  the  law,  as  in  tbe  present  instance,  umgu  to  i 
designated  officer  exclusirely  the  performaace  i  pu- 
ticular  duty,  and  commands  hiro  to  report,  not  to  ikc 
President,  but  to  Congreaw,  in  a  case  regarding  tbe  pub- 
lic purae  of  tbe  nation,  committed  to  the  cxchuirecw 
trol  of  Congress. 

Such  a  eontequepce  aa  (hat  which  I  am  eoalciAf 
would  concentrate  in  ihe  hands  of  one  nan  tbe  calirt 
executive  power  of  the  nation,  uncontrolled  lad  u* 
checked. 

It  would  be  utterly  destructive  of  all  o£Boialiei)»sa' 
bitity.  Instead  of  each  officer  beiog  responsible.  ii>  bit 
own  separale  sphere,  for  bis  official  acts,  be  vouidibel- 
ter  himself  behind  the  orders  of  the  Preaideol.  iJi 
what  tribunal,  in  heaven  above  or  on  eartb  belov,  caw 
render  judgment  against  any  officer  for  an  act,  Im«cw 
atrocioua,  performed  by  tbe  expresa  commaad  of  tbe 
President,  which,  according  to  the  argiuncat,  k  ■» 
absolutely  bound  to  obey  * 

Whilst  all  official  responsibility  would  be  utterly  »»• 
hilated  in  subordinate  ofiicera,  there  would  be  aopnc- 
tical  or  available  reaponsibility  in  the  President  biwtK 

Btit  tbe  case  haa  been  auppoved,  ofa  necrsiitjr  for  tbi 
temoral  of  the  depoaiies,  and  a  refusal  of  tbe  SecreU? 
of  the  Treaitiry  to  remore  themt  and  it  is  ttiofBpn»ur 
asked  if,  in  such  a  case,  the  Presidtnt  may  not  remo« 
him,  and  command  the  deed  to  be  dune.   That  ii  an  »■ 
treme  case,  which  may  be  met  by  another.  Supp<* 
the  President,  without  any  necessity,  orders  the  "J"'™ 
from  a  place  of  safety  to  a  place  of  hazard?  '■""^ 
danger  that  a  Secretary  may  neglect  hia  duty,  there  • 
equal  danger  that  a  President  may  sbuse  bis  aulhuw/- 
Infallibility  is  not  a  human  attribute.    And  there  u  w« 
aeeuriiy  for  the  public  in  holding  tbe  Secreury  o'  w 
Treasury  to  the  strict  performance  of  an 
specially  assigned  to  him,  under  all  his  official 
bility,  than  to  allow  the  President  to  wrest  the  •^•'"5 
his  hands  annihilate  his  responsibility,  and  itsmJ 
practically  iiresponaible.   It  is  far  belter  that  imok 
should  be  lost  by  theneglectofaSecreta^ofUrtTma 
ury,  than  to  establish  the  monstrous  principle  that  suw 
checks  and  balances  of  the  Executive  Government  iw 
be  broken  down,  the  whole  power  absorbed  by  one 
and  his  will  become  the  supreme  rule.  The 
which  1  am  combating  places  the  whole  Treuury  oi 
nation  at  the  mercy  of  the  Executive.   It  k 
talk  of  appropriations  by  law.  and  the  , 
ranis  upon  Ihe  Treasury.    Assuming  the  w*"*"*"  ij,, 
correct,  what  is  to  prevent  tbe  execution  " 
from  the  President  to  the  Secretary  of  the  T^^^r^ ^^ 
issue  a  warrant,  without  the  sanction  of  s  P"*^?"  j, 
gal  appropriation,  to  the  Comptroller  to  ^"^"^^f 
lo  tbe  Heglater  to  register  it,  and  to  the  "^"f^^.  -'S^ 
Ml    What  becomes  of  thai  quadruple  secuniyw^ 
precaution  of  ll,e  law  provided?  tlmloW* 
•'tantiveand  independent  wills,  acting  W""''*' 
gallons  all  are  merged  in  tbe  executive  v,f. 

But  there  wae,  in  point  of  fcct,  noeausp, 
ever,  for  the  i>.easure.  Every  fiscal  <»n*f**rT»hl  ts 
no  other  liad  the  Secretary  or  the  Pre*""*"'  V^J^ 
entertain)  n  quired  the  depoaites  lo  be  left  >""*"^ 
in  the  place  of  perfect  sareljM*here  by  »*  '^'^^ 
WeioKfyou  <oat 
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of  Hweciinty  and  insolrency  of  the  btnk  were  wUh- 
out  the  •1-ghtrit  ruundslion.  And  time,  that  great  arbi- 
ter of  buiTian  coiilroveraies,  has  confirnoed  all  that 
•aid.  The  bank,  from  documenta  siibniitted  toCungrcu 
by  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  at  the  preaent  aeasiun, 
appear!  to  b«  able  not  only  to  return  every  dollar  of  the 
Mock  held  in  ita  capital  by  the  publie,  but  an  addition  of 
eleven  per  cent,  beyond  it. 

.  Tkoae  who  dcreiid  tbe  executive  act  have  to  maintain 
Bot  only  tint  the  Pre^nt  nuty  aswiBe  upon  hinuclf  the 
discharge  of  a  duly  ipectally  aa^ixned  to  tbe  Secretary 
or  tbe  I'rcasury,  but  that  he  nay  remove  that  officer,  ar- 
bitrarily, and  without  any  cMtr,  becauae  he  rcruscd  to 
remove  the  public  deposiies  without  cause. 

Uy  mind  eonducta  me  to  a  totally  different  conclusion. 
1  tliink,  I  solemnly  believe,  that  President  •*  assun^d 
■pon  fcimielf  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the 
coQStitutioR  and  law»,  but  in  derogation  of  both."  in 
ibe'lannuige  uf  the  resolution.  I  believfd  then  in  tbe 
truth  of  tbe  reM)utioii;and  i  now,  in  my  pUce,  and  under 
all  my  rcapoosibilitya  rearow  my  unriuken  conviciion 
of  it. 

But  it  has  been  contended  on  thia  occasion,  aa  it  was 
in  llw  debate  which  preceded  the  adoption  of  the  re>o- 
WUoB  of  1834>  that  the  Senate  has  no  right  to  expreaa 
llw  truth  on  any  question  whicli,  by  possibility,  may  be- 
come a  (abject  of  impeacbcnenl.  U  is  manifeat  that  if 
>t  f*Jt_  (here  is  no  more  usual  or  appropriate  form  in 
which  it  may  be  done  than  that  of  resolutions,  joint  or 
arparale.  orders,  or  bills.  In  no  other  mode  can  the  cul> 
iecttvc  aenae  ol  the  body  be  expressed.  But  Senators 
MaislatB  that  no  matter  what  may  be  the  executive  en- 
craadiOMBt  upon  the  jmnt  powers  of  the  two  Houses,  or 
tbe  aepftrate  authority  of  the  Senate,  it  b  bound  to  stand 
mutC(  and  not  breathe  one  word  of  complaint  or  remon- 
atraace.  According  to  tbe  argument,  the  greater  the 
violation  of  the  constitution  or  the  law,  the  greater  tlie 
wcompcteacy  oi  the  Senate  to  exprem  any  opinion  upon 
it!  Purther,  that  ihia  incompetency  is  not  confined  to 
the  acts  of  tbe  President  only,  but  extends  to  thoae  of 
every  officer  who  bliable  to  impeachment  under  the  con- 
atUution.  U  thti  poaMblef  Can  it  be  tnief  Contrary 
to  all  tbe  bw«  of  tuturr,  ia  the  Senate  the  only  being 
whtcb  baa  no  power  of  self-preservation— no  right  to 
complain  or  to  remonatmte  against  attacks  upon  its  very 
existence  r 

The  aifument  is,  that  the  Senate,  being  the  conatitu- 
tMMl  tribunal  to  try  all  impeachments,  is  thereby  pre- 
cmdcd  from  tbe  exercise  of  the  right  to  express  any 
opinioa  upon  any  official  malfeasance,  except  when  aou 
ug  ia  iu  judicial  character. 

l/tfaia  disqualification  exist,  it  applies  to  all  impeacha- 
ble officers,  and  ought  to  have  protected  the  late  Post- 
master General  against  the  resolution,  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  declariag  that  he  had  borrowed 
mooay  contrary  to  law.  And  it  would  disable  the  Sen- 
Mm  mm  considering  that  Treasury  order  which  has 
f^mKd  such  a  prominent  subject  of  its  deliberatious 
daruiff  tbe  present  seanoo. 

And  bow  do  Senators  mainUin  this  obligation  of  the 
Senate  to  remain  ailent  and  btbold  itself  atript,  one  by 
ooe»  of  all  its  constitutional  powers,  without  re^sUnce, 
sad  without  murmur?  Is  it  imposed  by  tbe  language  of 
Die  constilutionf  Has  any  part  of  that  instrument  been 
poiotcd  to  which  eipreuly  enjoins  it.*  Nn,  no,  not  a 
pliable.  But  it  is  attempted  to  be  deduced  by  another 
br-felcbcd  implication.  Because  the  Senate  is  the  body 
frbteli  ia  to  try  impeachments,  therefore  it  la  inferred 
Ibc  Sciute  can  exprem  no  o|Mmon  on  any  matter  wUch 
bay  form  the  aubject  of  impeachment  The  eonatitu 
tion  6am  net  say  sob  Thai  ia  uadeniablei  but  Senatora 
Ibink  so. 

Tbe  Senate  acta  in  three  ebartctcn— legislative,  exec* 
VoA.  XUI.*26 


utive,  and  Judicial — and  their  importance  ia  in  the  order 
enumerated.  By  far  the  most  important  of  the  three  ia 
iu  legisUtive.  In  that,  atmosl  every  day  that  it  haa 
been  in  session  from  1789  to  the  present  time,  some  le- 
gislative business  has  been  trantactedt  whilst,  in  its  ju- 
dicial character,  it  has  not  aat  more  than  three  or  four 
times  in  that  wlif>le  period. 

Why  should  the  Judicial  function  limit  and  restrain 
the  leglaUtive  functitm  of  the  Senate,  more  than  the  le- 
gisUtive should  the  Judicial  f  If  the  degree  of  impor. 
lance  of  the  two  should  decide  which  ought  to  impose 
the  restraint,  in  case  of  conflict  between  them,  none 
can^oubt  which  it  should  be. 

But  if  the  argument  is  sound,  how  is  it  possible  for  the 
Senate  to  perform  its  legislative  dutieaf  An  act  in  tio- 
lation  of  the  constitulion  or  laws  is  committed  by  the 
President,  or  a  subordinate  executive  oflieer,  and  it  be* 
comes  necessary  to  correct  it  by  the  passage  of  a  law. 
The  very  act  of  the  President  in  queation  was  under  a 
law  to  which  the  Senate  had  given  its  concurrence.  Ac 
cording  to  the  argument,  the  correcting  law  cinnot 
originate  in  the  Senate,  becauae  it  would  have  to  pass  in 
judgment  upon  that  act.  Nay,  mom  it  cannot  originato 
in  itie  House  and  be  sent  to  the  Senale,  for  tbe  same  rea< 
son  of  incompetency  in  the  Senale  to  pata  upon  it.  Sup- 
pose the  hill  contained  a  preamble  redting  the  uaeon- 
alitulional  or  illegal  act,  to  which  the  legiahtivecorreo. 
tive  is  applied:  according  to  the  argument,  tbe  Senate 
muat  not  think  of  passing  it.  Pushed  tu  itst  legitimate  con* 
sequence,  the  srgument  requires  the  House  of  Repre* 
sentattves  itself  cautiously  to  abstain  from  the  expression 
of  any  opinion  upon  an  executive  act,  except  when  rt  ia 
acting  as  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  conaider* 
ing  articles  of  impeschment, 

Assuming  thai  the  argument  is  well  founded,  the  Sen* 
ale  is  equally  restrained  from  expreasing  any  opinioM 
which  would  imply  the  innocence  or  the  guilt  of  an  ini> 
peachable  ofP.cer,  unless  it  be  maintained  that  it  is  law- 
ful to  express  praise  and  approbation,  but  not  censure 
or  difference  of  opinion.  Instances  have  occurred  in 
our  past  lustory,  (tlie  case  of  the  Britiah  miolsler,  J^ck* 
son,  was  a  memorable  one,)  and  many  others  may  arise 
in  our  future  progress  when,  in  rcKrence  to  foreign 
Powers,  it  may  be  important  for  Congreas  to  approve 
what  bH  been  done  by  the  Executive,  to  preaent  a  firm 
and  united  front,  and  to  pledge  the  countiy  to  atand  by 
and  aupport  him.  May  it  not  do  that?  If  the  Senate 
dare  not  entertain  and  express  any  opinion  upon  an  ex* 
ecutive  measure,  how  do  thoae  who  support  this  ex* 
punging  fcaolution  justify  the  acqidttal  or  the  Prisridcnt 
which  it  proclaims? 

No  Senator  believed,  tn  1834,  that,  whether  the  VrtA- 
dent  merited  impeacbment  or  not,  he  ever  wtuld  be  im> 
peaclted.  In  point  offset  he  has  not  been,  and  we  have 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  he  never  will  be,  impeaclied. 
Was  the  majoriiy  of  the  Senate,  in  a  caae  where  it  be* 
lievcd  the  constitution  and  laws  to  have  been  violated, 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people  to  be  endangered,  to  re- 
main lilrnt,  and  to  refnin  fron  proclain^  the  truth, 
because,  against  aU  human  probuiilii^,  tlie  Preaident 
might  he  impeached  by  a  majority  of  his  political  friendi 
in  the  Houae  of  Bepreaentativea? 

If  an  impeachment  had  been  actually  voted  by  the 
House  of  Represeniativea,  there  ia  nothing  in  the  consli- 
tution  which  ei^oina  silence  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 
I  n  such  a  case,  it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  propriety, 
for  the  consideratioB  of  each  Senator,  to  avmd  the  ex* 
preasion  of  any  opinion  on  a  matter  upo*  wMch,  as  a 
sworn  judge,  he  would  be  called  to  act. 

Hitlterto,  I  have  considered  the  qiiea'ion  on  the  sop- 
position  that  the  resolution  of  March,  1834,  implied  auch 
fuHt  in  the  President  that  he  would  have  been  liable  to 
conr'iction  oi. .  trW  by  i^^fN^^Ot^gl^"*** 


435 


GALES  A  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


Ih^jwiging  Retohtian. 


[Ji>.  16.  1837. 


of  the  United  St«te«.  But  lh«  re«olu(ion,  in  fact,  import- 
ed no  sucli  Riitit  It  •Sm^iy  affirmed  that  he  had  *'■>• 
■umcd  upon  himielf  authority  ind  power  not  confrrrrd 
by  the  conttitution  and  lawa,  but  indero^tion  of  both." 
It  impiiied  no  crimin*)  motives-  It  did  not  pmreis  to 
penetrate  into  the  heart  of  the  President.  Acconling  to 
the  phraieology  of  the  reaohilinn,  the  exceptionable  act 
might  have  been  performed  with  the  piireit  and  mnst 
patriotic  intention.  TIte  reanlution  neither  affirmed  his 
innocence,  nor  prononnced  hisyuilt.  It  smoiiniB,  llirn, 
•ay  his  frienda  on  thin  floor,  to  nothinfr.  Not  so.  If  ilie 
UHMtiliiiion  be  trampled  upon,  and  the  laws  be  violated, 
the  injury  may  be  rqiiilly  great,  »hellier  it  haa  been 
dnne  with  good  or  bad  intentionit.  There  may  be  a  (1ir> 
ference  to  ilie  officer,  none  to  the  country.  The  coun* 
try,  as  all  experience  demonstrates,  ban  most  reason  to 
apprehend  those  encroachments  which  take  place  on 
plausible  prrlexti',  and  with  nood  intentions. 

I  put  it,  Mr.  Prerident,  to  (he  calm  and  delberate 
eonMderation  of  the  majority  of  the  Senate,  are  you 
read^  to  pronounce,  in  the  face  of  this  enlightened  com- 
munity, for  all  time  to  come,  and  whoever  may  happen 
to  be  the  President,  that  tlie  Senate  dare  not,  in  language 
the  most  inofTensive  and  respccllul,  remonstrate  againat 
•ny  executive  usurpation,  whatever  may  be  iu  degree 
or  danger F 

For  one,  I  will  not,  I  cannot,  I  believe  the  reaotu- 
tion  of  March,  1B34,  to  have  been  tmei  and  that  It  was 

competent  to  the  Senate  to  proclaim  the  truth.  And 
I  solemnly  believe  that  the  Senate  would  have  been  cul- 
pably neglectful  of  iia  duty  to  itself,  to  the  conitiluiion, 
•ml  to  the  country,  if  it  had  not  announced  the  truth. 

But  let  me  stippoae  that  in  all  this  1  am  mistakent  that 
the  act  of  the  Prendent,  to  which  exception  was  made, 
wai  in  confomiity  with  the  spirit  of  our  f^e  institutions 
and  the  langusge  of  our  constitution  and  lawsi  and  that, 
whether  it  was  or  not,  the  Senate  of  1854  had  no  au. 
thority  (o  p«as  judgment  upon  it:  what  right  liaa  the 
Senate  of  1837,  a  component  part  of  anoiher  Congress, 
to  pronounce  Judgment  upon  its  predccessor>  How  csn 
you,  who  venture  to  impute  to  those  who  hsve  gone  be- 
ibre  yoii  an  uncnnslitutional  proceeding,  escape  a  similar 
Imputationf  What  part  of  the  constitution  communi- 
eatea  to  you  any  authority  to  arraign  and  try  your  pred. 
ccessorsF  In  what  article  is  contained  your  power  to 
expunge  what  ihey  have  done?  And  may  not  the  pre- 
cedent lead  to  a  perpetual  code  of  defacement  and  resto- 
ration of  the  tranaactiona  of  the  Senate,  as  consigned  to 
the  public  reeordsf 

Are  younotoniydestitute uF  all  authority,but  potftively 
forbidden,  to  do  what  the  expunging  restdution  proposes? 
The  injunction  of  the  constitution  to  keep  a  journal  of 
our  proceedings  is  clear,  express,  apd  emphatic.  It  is 
free  from  all  ambiguilyi  no  sophistry  can  pervert  the 
explicit  langusge  of  the  instrument,  no  artful  device  can 
elude  the  force  of  the  obligation  which  it  imposes.  If  it 
were  possible  to  make  more  manifest  the  doty  which  it 
requirea  to  be  performed,  that  was  done  by  the  able  and 
eloquent  speeches,  st  the  last  session,  of  the  Senators 
from  Virginia  and  Louisiana,  [Messrs.  Lues  and  Poa- 
TM,]  and  at  this  of  my  colleague.  I  ahall  not  repeat  the 
argument.  But,  I  would  aik,  if  there  were  no  constitu- 
tional requirement  to  keep  a  jnurnal,  what  constitutional 
right  has  the  Senate  of  thia  Congrrn  to  pass  in  judg- 
oient  upon  the  Senate  of  anoiher  Congresii,  and  to  ex- 
punge iron)  ita  journal  a  deliberate  act  there  recorded' 
Can  an  unconstitutional  actof  ihat  Senate,  auppobiog  it  to 
1^  BO,  justify  you  in  performing  another  uneonstitulioiial 

But  in  lieu  of  any  argument  upon  the  point  from  me, 
^  beg  leave  to  cite  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
two  precedenisi  one  drawn  from  the  reign  of  the  Moat 
dMpotio  nwinrch  tn  modem  Etiropr,  under  the  moit 


despotic  minister  that  ever  bore  a*  ay  over  any  people, 
and  the  other  from  the  purest  fountain  of  democracy  in 
this  country.  I  quote  from  the  intereeting  life  of  the 
Cardinal  Richelieti,  written  by  that  most  admirable  and 
popular  author,  Mr.  James.  The  Duke  of  Ortesfw,  the 
brother  of  Lnuia  XIII,  had  been  goaded  into  ret>eir»oQ 
by  the  wary  Itichelieu.  t  he  King  issued  a  decree  de> 
daring  all  the  supporters  of  the  Duke  guilty  of  high 
treasitn,  and  a  copy  of  it  was  despatched  to  the  Parl«. 
ment  of  Parif,  with  an  order  to  register  it  at  once.  The 
Psrlisment  demurred,  and  proceeded  to  what  was  called 
un  writ  de  partake.  **  Richelieu,  liowever,  coold  bear 
no  contradiction  in  the  course  which  he  had  laid  dawn 
for  himself;"  [How  strong  a  resemblance  doea  thai  flea< 
tore  of  his  character  bear  to  one  of  an  illustrious  indi> 
vidiial  whom  I  will  not  further  describe!]  "and  harry- 
ing  back  to  Paria  with  tlie  King,  he  aent.  in  the 
monarch^  name,  a  command  for  the  members  of  ibo 
l^rliament  to  present  themselves  at  the  Louvrr*  In  a 
body  and  on  foot.  lie  waa  obeyed  immediately;  and 
the  King  receiving  them  with  great  haughtiness^  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  made  them  a  apeeeh,  in  whi^  bo 
declared  that  they  had  no  authority  to  deliberate  upon 
affairs  of  state;  that  the  business  of  private  ittdividuab 
they  might  discuss,  but  that  the  will  of  ihe  monarch  in 
other  matters  they  were  alone  called  upon  to  register. 
The  King  then  tore  with  bis  own  hands  the  paye  of  the 
register  on  which  the  errtt  de  paHage  had  been  im 
scr.bed,  and  punished  with  suspension  from  their  fiioe- 
tions  several  of  the  members  of  the  various  courts  com- 
posing the  Psriiament  of  Paris."  How  repeated  acU  of 
the  exercise  of  arbitrary  power  are  likely  to  aubduc 
the  spirit  of  librny,  and  to  render  caUous  the  ptiblie 
sensibility  and  the  fiite  which  awaita  va,  if  urn  had 
not  been  recently  onhsppily  taught  in  this  country, 
we  may  learn  from  the  aame  author.  ••The  finan- 
ces of  the  Slate  were  exhausted,  new  impoaitioiis 
were  devised,  snd  a  number  of  new  officea  created  and 
sold.  Against  the  last-named  abuse  the  P«rliament  ves- 
tured to  remonatrale;  but  the  Government  of  the  Car- 
dinal had  for  iia  first  principle  despotism,  and  the 
refractory  members  were  punished,  some  with  exile-, 
some  with  f ttspension  of  their  functions.  All  wera  forced 
to  comply  with  his  will}  and  the  Parliament,  unable  tn 
resist,  yielded,  step  by  step,  to  his  exactions  ** 

The  otiier  precedent  is  supplied  by  the  archives  of  ibn 
democracy  of  Penohylvania  in  1816,  when  it  wu  gen- 
uine, and  unmixed  with  any  other  ingredient. 

The  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates 
and  of  Pennsylvania,  in  regard  to  the  obligation  to  keep 
a  journal,  are  aubatantially  the  same.  That  of  the  Unllcd 
Statca  requires  that  **  each  House  shall  keep  a  jnunial 
of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  ptiblidi  the 
same,  txcept  such  parts  as  may  in  their  jui^ment  r^ 
quire  secrecy;  and  the  yeaa  and  naya  of  the  members  of 
either  Houae  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  deure  of  one 
fifth  of  the  members  present,  be  entered  on  the  jouroaL* 
And  that  of  Pennsylvania  is,  •*  each  House  hhaJI  keep  a 
journal  of  its  proceeding*,  aad  publish  them  weekly, 
except  ludt  parts  as  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and 
naya  of  the  members  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  de> 
aire  of  any  two  of  titem,  be  entered  on  the  joumala.* 
Wtiatever  inv'olabllity,  therefore,  is  attached  to  a  joorv 
hbI,  kept  in  conformity  with  the  one  conttitution,  muit 
be  equally  stamped  on  Ihat  kept  under  tlte  other.  Os 
the  lOth  Ftbruary.  1816,  in  the  Houae  of  Reprearnta. 
tivcsof  Pennsylvania,  <*  the  Speaker  informed  the  Housa 
that  a  constitutional  qucation  being  involved  in  a  de< 
cision  by  him  yesterday,  on  a  notion  to  expnnge  ccr> 
lain  proceedings  frtim  the  journal,  be  waa  deaireui  a( 
having  the  opinion  of  the  Houae  on  that  decision,  vist 
that  a  majority  can  expunge  frai^  the  Journal  any  prs> 
eMdioga-in  which  %,m>^^glt 
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ctBed.'*  WhcTVupon  Mr.  Ho%«te  kikI  Mr.  Smith  tp- 
pealH  front  nul  dtcisiont  and  on  the  question,  Ii  the 
Speaker  right  in  hii  decnion?  the  members  present 
nNcd  Bs  foUom  jreaa  three,  nsyt  seTenty^ight.  Amon; 
Ibe  htter  tre  to  be  found  the  two  Senalort  now  repre- 
Kolinir  in  this  body  the  Bute  of  Pcnnsylvui*.  On  the 
«ne  day  a  motion  was  nwde  by  one  of  them  [Hr.  Bu. 
cb&wah]  and  Mr.  Kelly,  and  rearl,  as  followtt  •*  AesoAwf, 
Thai  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  no  part  of  (he  Joumats 
of  the  House  can  be  expunged,  even  by  unanimous  con- 
sent." 

The  Senate  observes  that  the  question  arose  in  a  case 
where  the  yen  tod  nayt  had  not  been  called.  Even  in 
wch  a  cnae  there  were  but  four  members  out  of  eighty. 
Ivo  that  tboiwbt  it  was  competent  to  the  House  lo  ex- 
pange.  Had  the  yeas  and  nays  been  called  and  recorded, 
ssiheywere  on  the  resolution  of  March,  1834,  (here 
«oald  not  have  been  a  solitary  vote  in  the  Houie  of 
Rrpreacntalives  of  Pennsylvania  in  support  of  the  power 
ntpunpng.  And  if  you  can  expunge  the  resolution, 
«hy  may  you  not  expunge  also  tbe  recorded  yeas  and 
says  attached  toiif 

Bat  ir  Ibe  matter  of  espunciion  be  contrary  to  the 
imhoT  tbe  case,  reproachful  for  Its  base  subserviency, 
dcnfatory  from  the  jiist  and  ncecaaary  powers  nf  the 
knate,  aad  repugnant  to  the  constitution  of  tbe  United 
Bbtcs,  the  eunner  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish 
tlatdart  deed  is  also  highly  exceptionable.  Tbe  ex- 
P*V*V  rex^iKMi,  which  is  to  blot  out  or  enihroud  the 
Aoror  five  Kocs  in  which  the  resolution  of  1834  stands 
ncarded,  or  rather  (he  rentals  by  which  it  is  preceded, 
■fc  spun  out  into  a  threm  of  enormous  length.  It  runs, 
•heresy  and  whereai,  and  whereas,  and  wherea*,  and 
whereas,  ttc,  into  a  formidable  array  of  nine  several 
wltcreases.  One  who  sliould  have  the  courage  to  begin 
to  read  them,  unaware  of  what  was  to  be  their  termina- 
tioo,  would  think  that  at  the  end  of  such  a  (remrndous 
diiplsy  he  must  find  the  very  devil.  It  is  liko  a  kite  or 
a  comet,  except  that  the  order  of  nature  is  inverted,  and 
tbe  tail,  instead  of  being  behind,  it  before  ihe  body  lo 
which  it  is  appended. 

I  not  irrspasB  on  the  Senate  by  inquiring  into  (he 
(ndk  of  alt  the  assertions  of  fact  and  of  principle  con- 
t«ci]  in  these  recitals.  It  would  not  be  difficult  lo  ei- 
ibem  alt,  and  to  show  that  not  one  of  them  has 
■ore  than  a  colorable  foundation.  It  is  asseried  by  n«e 
oTtbem  that  the  President  was  put  upon  his  trial,  ami 
condemned,  unheard,  by  the  Senate,  in  1834.  Wss  that 
bw^  W*s  it  a  trialF  Can  the  majorily  now  asserr,  upon 
tbrir  oaih«,  and  in  their  eonsoirnces,  that  tlirre  wai  any 
trill  or  Condemnation^  During  the  warmth  of  debate, 
kutor*  mifrht  endeavor  to  persuade  themsrhrrs  and  the 
H>rie  that  the  proceeding  of  1834  wis,  in  its  effects  and 
CMrqucnces,  a  trial,  and  would  be  a  con'lemnslion  of 
Iks  Presidenit  but  now,  after  (he  lapse  of  near  three 
f^rs,  wlten  the  excitement  ariiing  from  an  animated 
dMcmvon  has  passed  away,  it  it  marvelloiit  that  sny  one 
thmld  be  prepared  to  assert  that  an  expression  ol  the 
Bpiono  ol  the  Senate  upon  (he  charac(er  of  an  executive 
an  was  an  arraignment,  (rial,  and  convic(ion,  of  the 
Proidentofthe  United  StatesI 
Another  ftct,  aswrted  in  one  of  these  recitals  ■*>  (hat 
resolution  of  1834,  in  either  of  (he  Torms  in  which  it 
vn  originally  presented  or  subsequently  modified,  pri'>r 
to  the  &ul  stupe  which  it  asaumcd  whea  adopted,  would 
hsre  been  rejected  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate.  What 
evidence  is  there  in  support  of  ibis  assertion  ^  None.  It 
is  I  verily  l>elicve,  directly  contrary  to  the  fact.  In 
either  of  the  modifieatiuni  of  tbe  resolution,  I  have  not 
a  ilaubt  thit  it  would  have  p^swd!  They  were  all  mode 
in  thai  spirit  of  accommodaiion  by  which  the  mover  of 
()k  reiolution  hat  ever  regulated  his  conduct  at  a  mem- 
leraf  •  deliberative  body.   Ii  not  one  tingle  inttaace 


did  he  understand  from  any  Senator  at  whose  request  he 
made  the  modification,  that,  without  it,  he  would  vote 
against  (he  resolution.  How,  thrn,  can  even  the  Sena- 
tors  who  were  of  (he  minority  of  1834  undertake  to 
make  the  assertion  in  question^  How  can  the  new  Sen* 
alora,  who  have  come  here  nnee,  pledge  themselvet  to 
the  fad  asserted  in  the  reciial  of  which  they  could  not 
have  had  any  coniitancef  But  all  the  memben  of  the 
majority— (he  veterana  and  the  raw  reeroitt— (he  six 
years  men  and  the  aix  weeks  men — ire  required  lo  eon* 
cur  in  tliismost  unfounded  assertion,  as  I  believe  i((obe. 
1  submit  it  to  one  of  (he  latter  (looking  towards  Mr. 
DiHA,  from  Maine,  here  by  a  lemporsry  appointment 
from  the  Executive)  whether,  instead  of  inundnting  (he 
Sens(e  with  a  torrent  of  fulsome  and  revolting  adulation 
poured  on  the  President,  it  would  not  he  wiser  and  more 
patrioile  to  illustrate  ihe  brief  period  of  his  senatorial 
existence  by  some  great  messure  fraught  with  general 
benefit  to  (be  whole  UnionF  Or,  if  he  will  not  or  cannot 
elevate  himself  to  a  view  of  tbe  interests  of  the  entire 
country,  whetlter  he  had  not  be(ter  dedicate  his  time  to 
an  investigation  into  the  csutet  of  an  alien  Jurisdiction 
being  ttill  exercised  over  a  large  part  of  Ihe  territory  of 
(he  State  which  he  represents^  And  why  the  American 
carrying  trade  to  the  British  colonies,  in  which  his  State 
was  so  deeply  interested,  has  been  lost  by  a  most  iffl> 
provident  and  bungling  arrangement? 

Mr.  President,  what  patriotic  purpose  is  to  be  ac- 
complished by  this  expunging  resulutioBf  What  new 
honor  or  freiili  laurels  will  it  win  for  our  common  coun- 
tryf  It  the  power  of  ihe  Seiule  so  vaal  that  It  ought  to 
be  cireumteribed,  and  that  of  (he  Pre«dent  ao  rettrieied 
that  it  ought  to  be  eztendedf  What  power  has  (he 
Senate^  None,  separately.  It  can  only  set  jointly  with 
the  other  House,  or  j'lintly  urilh  the  Executive.  And 
allhouffh  the  theory  of  the  constiliitioii  suppoiea,  when 
consulted  by  him,  it  msy  freely  give  an  affirmative  or 
negative  response,  according  to  the  practice,  as  it  now 
exists,  it  has  Inst  the  faculiy  of  pronouncing  the  nega- 
tive monosyllable.  When  the  Senate  expresses  its  de- 
liberate judgment,  in  the  form  of  reioluiiiin,  (liat  reso- 
lution has  no  eompulwry  force,  but  appeals  only  lo  the 
dispsMionste  intellijtence,  (he  c«lm  reaaon,  and  thesober 
judgment,  of  ihe  community.  The  Senate  has  no  army, 
no  navy,  no  patronage,  no  lucrative  offices,  nor  glitter- 
honor*,  (o  bestow.  Around  u*  there  it  no  swarm  of 
greedy  expcetanlt,  rendering  ut  homage,  aniic»patinf 
our  wishes,  and  ready  to  execute  mir  commaiKlt. 

How  is  it  wiih  the  I'rrtident^  Is  he  powerteas^  lie 
i4  IVIt  from  one  extremity  to  (he  other  of  this  va«t  re- 
public. By  means  of  principles  which  he  hss  inlrcxiueed 
and  innovations  which  he  bus  mwde  in  our  inttiiuiioos, 
alas!  but  too  much  countenanced  by  Congress  and  a 
c^mfiding  people,  he  exercises  uncontrolled  the  power 
of  the  Slate.  In  one  hand  he  bol  ls  ihe  purse,  and  in  the 
other  brandishrs  the  iword  of  the  country.  Myriads  of 
dependanit  and  partisans,  tcaitered  over  the  Und,  are 
ever  rei<ly  to-<inghosan<iasto  liim,  and  luUud  tnllie  skiet 
whatever  be  does.  He  has  swept  over  ihe  Ouwriiment, 
during  the  last  eight  years,  I  ke  a  tropical  tornado. 
Every  department  exh  bits  traces  of  ihe  ravages  <ir  the 
storm.  Take  as  one  example  the  U»nk  of  the  United 
State*.  No  instiiuiion  could  have  been  more  popular 
with  (he  people,  wiih  Congress  ami  widi  S(ate  Lepslt- 
(urea.  None  ever  better  fulfilled  (he  great  purposes  of 
its  establishmenl.  But  it  unfortunately  incurred  ilie  dis- 
pleasure of  (he  President;  he  spoke,  and  the  bank  lies 
pros(rale.  And  (liose  who  were  lo  ideal  in  its  prai#eare 
now  loudest  in  its  condemnation.  Whit  object  of  hit 
ambition  ia  unsatisfied'  When  disabled  fritm  aj^  any 
longer  ti>  hold  the  tceptre  of  power,  lie  designaiet  hit 
sueeestor,  and  (rantmltt  it  lo  bit 
doetbemni?   Mint  we  litqtb^dflMb^^gi^  Um 
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record!  urihc  counlry,  to  punish  the  pretumptuouinen 
of  ezpreniii^  an  opinion  conlmy  to  hit  ovnf 

Whtt  p&tnotic  purpOM  is  lo  be  tceomplitbcd  by  thw 
cipunsinf  molutionf  Can  you  make  that  not  to  be 
Which  nai  been?  Can  yoa  endieale  from  memory  and 
frombiaiory  the  fact  that  in  March,  1834,  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  8<atra  pasted  Ihe  rfsolution 
which  excites  your  enmity  F  Is  it  your  vain  and  wicked 
object  to  arrogate  toyourselveathat  power  of  annililatirtft 
the  past  which  hat  been  denied  (o  Omnipotence  itseKf 
Do  you  intend  to  Ihrunt  your  handi  Into  our  hearts,  and 
to  pluck  out  the  deeply  rooted  eonvictlont  which  are 
theref  Or  i*  It  your  design  merely  to  iligmatite  \nf 
Tuu  cannot  ittgmatiw  ua, 

Ns'ar  7*1  did  baae  dishonor  blur  our  name. 

Standing  securely  upon  our  conscious  rectitude,  and 
bearing  aloft  the  shield  of  the  constitution  of  our  coun- 
try, your  puny  efforts  are  impotenit  and  we  defy  all  your 

Sower.  Put  the  majority  of  1834  in  nne  scale,  and  that 
y  which  this  expunging  resolution  Is  tobe  carried  in  the 
other,  and  lei  truth  and  justice,  in  heaven  abore  and 
on  earth  beloir,  and  liberty  and  patriotitm,  decide  the 
preponderance. 

What  patriotic  purpose  iatobe  aeeompliihed  by  this 
expunging  resolution f  Is  it  to  appease  the  wralh  and 
to  beallbe  wounded  pride  of  the  Chief  Magiilrale'  If 
he  be  really  the  hero  that  his  frienda  represent  him,  he 
must  deaptie  all  mean  condescension,  all  grovelling 
qrcophaney,  all  strlf-degradation  and  self-sbHement.  He 
wmild  reject,  with  scorn  and  contempt,  as  unworthy  of 
hi*  fame,  your  black  acralchea  ami  yotir  baby  linea  in 
the  fair  records  of  hit  country.  Black  linea!  Black 
linei!  Sir,  I  hitpe  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  will  pre* 
•erve  the  pen  with  which  he  may  inscribe  Ibem,  and 
present  it  to  that  Senator  of  the  majority  «  horn  he  may 
tclecr,  aaa  proud  trophy,  to  be  transmitted  to  his  de- 
scendants. And  hereafter,  «hen  we  shall  lose  the  forms 
of  our  free  institutions,  all  that  now  remain  to  us,  some 
future  American  monarch,  in  gratitude  to  those  by  whose 
meani  he  has  been  enabled,  upon  the  ruins  of  civil  lib- 
erty, to  erect  a  throne,  and  to  enmmemorate  especially 
this  expunging  reaolntion,  may  institute  a  new  order  of 
knighthood,  and  confer  on  it  the  appropriate  name  of 
tbe  Knight  of  the  Black  Lines. 

nut  why  should  I  detain  the  Senste,  or  needlessly 
waste  my  breath  in  fruilleas  exertions.  Tbe  decree  has 
gone  forth,  it  is  one  of  urgency^  too.  The  deed  is  to 
be  done— that  foul  deed  which,  like  the  blood-atained 
hands  of  the  guilty  Uaebeth,  all  ocean's  waters  will 
never  waah  out.  Proceed,  then,  to  the  noble  work 
which  ties  before  you,  and,  like  other  ikilful  execution- 
ers, do  it  quickly.  And  when  you  have  perpetrated  it, 
go  home  to  the  people,  and  tell  them  what  glorious  hon- 
ors you  hare  ach'teVed  for  our  common  country.  Tell 
them  that  you  have  extingHished  one  of  (he  brightest 
and  purest  ligltta  that  ever  burnt  at  the  altar  of  civil  Iib< 
erty.  Tell  them  that  you  have  silenced  one  of  the 
noblest  batteriea  tliut  ever  thundered  in  defence  of  the 
constitution,  and  bravely  spiked  Ihe  cannon.  Tell  them 
that,  heneeforwart*,  no  matter  whii  daring  or  outrageous 
•CI  any  President  may  perfnrn,  you  have  forever  her- 
metically traled  the  mouth  uf  the  Senate.  Tell  them 
that  he  may  fcHrlrS^ly  assume  what  powers  he  please*, 
snatch  from  Its  lawful  custody  the  public  pin-He,  com- 
mand a  military  detachment  to  enter  the  halls  of  the 
Capitol,  overawe  Cnngrts*,  trample  down  the  Cunstiiu. 
tion,  and  raxe  every  bulwark  of  freedomt  but  that  the 
Senate  must  stand  mute,  in  silent  submission,  snd  not 
dare  to  rwae  its  opposing  voice.  That  it  must  wait  until 
a  House  of  Repre<ent»tives,  humblfd  and  subdued  lilie 
Itself,  and  a  majority  of  it  composed  of  the  pariisiins  of 
the  Pmident,  shall  prefer  articles  of  impeachment  Tell 
them,  fiiwlly,  that  you  h«T«  restored  tbe  ghmoui  doe. 


trine  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance.  And, 
the  people  do  not  pour  out  their  indignation  and  il•pr^ 
cations,  I  have  yet  to  learn  tbe  cbaracter  of  AMiicM 
freemen. 

When  Mr.  Ctax  had  crmriuded, 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  rose  and  spoke  ss  foilowsi 
Mr.  President:  afler  the  able  and  eloquent  dispky  sf 
(he  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut]  who  hu  Jot  n- 
somed  hit  seat,  after  having  so  long  eochained  the  iHtn. 
tion  of  his  audience,  it  m'ght  be  the  dictate  or  pntdenee 
for  me  to  remain  silent.  But  I  feel  too  deeply  mfn- 
aponsibility  as  sn  American  Senator,  not  to  taaketbett- 
tempt  to  place  before  the  Senate  and  tbe  country  the 
reasons  which,  in  my  opinion,  will  jusli^  the  vote  whid 
I  intend  to  give  this  day. 

A  more  grave  and  solemn  question  has  rarely,  ifeftr, 
been  submitted  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  thu 
tbe  one  now  under  discussion.  Tliis  Senate  ii  noire^. 
ed  upon  to  review  its  own  decision,  to  rejudgeitswa 
justice,  and  to  annihilate  its  own  sentence,  detltanlrly 
pronounced  against  tite  co-ordinate  executive  bmdiw 
this  Government.  On  the  38th  of  March,  1834,  As 
American  Senate,  in  the  ftcc  of  the  Amerieaa  peopk,  is 
the  face  of  the  whole  world,  by  a  solemn  resototm, 
pronounced  the  President  of  the  United  Stitei  to  be  i 
violator  of  the  constitutionof  his  country— of  that  coirti- 
tution  which  he  had  solemnly  sworn  "  to  preserve,  protect, 
ami  defend."  Whetherwe  conrider  the  exalted cbindcr 
of  the  tribunal  which  pronounced  Ibis  condewnatim,  or 
the  illustrious  object  against  which  it  was  directed,  «t 
ought  to  feel  deeply  impressed  with  the  h^aadbiriR{ 
importanceofthe  present  proceeding.  It  is  ia  bet,  if 
in  form,  the  trial  of  the  Senate  for  having  unjustly  ui 
unconstitutionally  tried  and  condemned  tbe  Pre^rn|i 
and  their  accusers  are  the  American  people.  In  ih's 
cause  I  am  one  of  the  judges.  In  some  respect^  it  'h  i 
painful  position  for  me  to  occupy.  It  is  vain,  bowerrf, 
to  express  unavailing  regrets.  I  must,  and  shall,  fira^ 
and  sternly,  do  my  duty,  ahhough  in  the  perfonetMeof 
it  I  may  wound  the  feelingtof  gentlemen  whom  I  respect 
and  esteem.  1  iihall  proceed  no  further  than  the  deci- 
sion demands,  and  will,  therefore,  Jurtify. 

Who  was  the  President  of  tbe  United  Sulci  spiid 
whom  this  sentence  hat  been  pronounced'  Awlrr* 
Jackson — a  name  which  every  American  mother,  ifter 
the  party  atrife  which  agitates  ua  fur  the  pretest  tsfr 
ment  shall  have  passed  away,  will,  during  all  thegfMn- 
tkms  which  this  republic  Is  destined  to  endure,  lesa 
her  infant  to  lisp  with  that  of  the  venerated  "I 
Waahington.  The  one  was  the  founder,  therthertw 
preserver,  of  the  liberties  uf  bis  country. 

ir  President  Jjcksnn  ha^  been  guilty  of  riolaiinf  ™ 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  let  impartial  jwljc* 
take  its  eonrse.  I  admit  that  it  is  no  juttiRcstion  « 
such  a  crime  that  his  long  life  has  been  more  distinpii* 
ed  by  acta  of  disinterested  patriotism  than  that  of  «^ 
American  eitixen  now  living.  It  is  no  justific»ii«i  iw' 
the  honesty  of  his  heart  and  tbe  purity  of  h'la  int(nti(« 
have  become  proverbial,  even  among&t  his  political  e»^ 
mips.  It  is  no  jiistifleation  that  in  the  hour  of  <5«"J*^' 
and  in  the  day  of  battle,  he  has  been  his  countryiJn'*'' 
If  he  has  been  guilty,  let  his  name  be  "damtird  toe«^ 
lasting  fame,**  with  those  of  C««r  an<l  ol  N»pol«"- 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  pure  ami  I.-Bmaeulaie  w« 
the  charge,  let  u*  be  swifl  to  do  him  jiirtiee,  snrfloM" 
out  the  loul  stigma  which  (be  Senate  have  niaceool"* 
his  character.  If  we  are  not,  he  miy  go  d"*"  "  j 
grave  in  doubt  as  to  what  may  be  ttie  final  jmlgfi»wt  ■ 
his  country.  In  any  event,  he  mu»t  soon  "^'i^ ''jL'Jj 
shafles  of  private  life.  Shtll  we,  then,  suffer  h**'*'" 
term  to  expire  without  first  doing  him  justice*  I' *^ 
be  aa'-d  of  me,  as  it  haa  already  br<«  Mtd  ff^^"  *2 
tors,  that  I  an  oaemofztbe  grosa«^faH|^@  ^'** 
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drat.  But,  I  Imv9  never  nid  (bus  much  of  biro 
wtiiM  he  WM  in  the  mertdiin  of  hi»  power.  Now,  thkt 
III  potitfcal  i»n  ii  nearHr  tet,  I  reel  rajtelf  it  liberty  to 
pmr  forth  mj  grateful  reelings,  u  tn  American  citrzen, 
t»  a  mmn  wbf*  haa  done  so  much  Tor  hit  country.  I  have 
never,  for  myself,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  solicited 
office  at  hi*  ttandst  and  my  charactrr  must  greatly 
change,  if  I  sboukt  ever  do  so  from  any  of  hia  successors. 
If  I  should  b^owupon  him  Ihe  meed  of  my  poor  praise, 
it  aprings  from  an  impulse  fv  difft;rent  from  that  which 
bw  been  Utributed  to  Uie  majority  on  this  floor.  I 
ipeak  na  anindeper.dmt  freeman  and  American  Senatort 
ind  I  feel  proud  now  to  have  the  opportunity  of  raising 
ny  voice  in  his  defence. 

On  the  38th  d^yof  March,  1834,  ihe  Senate  of  the 
UoiledStatesresolvrd  "that  the  President,  in  the  lsteex< 
ecuiivcproceedingsinrelalion  to  the  public  revenue,  has 
aasumedupon  himself  authority  and  power  nut  conferred 
bf  the  conaiitution  and  kwa,  but  in  derogation  of  both." 

la  dUcuiring  this  subject,  f  shall  undertake  tn  prove, 
flrtf,  that  this  resoltition  isunjusit  secondly,  that  it  ia  un- 
coostitutionalf  and  in  the  la^t  phce^  that  it  ought  to  be 
expunged  from  onr  journals,  in  the  nunner  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  MiAouri,  [Mr.  BsHTOa.] 

T^rMtthen,  it  is  unjust.  On  this  branch  of  the  subject, 
I  had  intewled  to  confine  myself  to  a  bare  expression  of 
aty  own  deeded  opinion.  This  point  has  been  so  oft«n 
and  so  ably  discussed,  that  it  ia  impossible  fur  me  to  cast 
anf  new  light  upon  it.  But  as  it  is  my  intention  to  fol- 
low ibe  footsteps  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Cut,]  wherever  they  may  lead,  I  must  again  tread  tlie 
ground  which  has  been  so  often  trodtlen.  As  the  Sena- 
tor,  however,  has  confined  himself  to  a  mere  pauing  ref- 
erence to  the  topics  which  this  head  preacnts,  I  shall, 
in  this  particular,  follow  his  example. 

Although  the  resolution  condemning  Ihe  President  is 
Tsgoe  and  general  in  its  terms,  yet  we  all  know  that  it 
was  founded  upon  his  removal  of  Ihe  public  depontes 
from  the  Bank  of  (he  United  Slates,  l^te  Senator  from 
Kentucky  has  conlendrd  that  this  act  was  a  violaiion  of 
law.  And  why^  Because,  says  he,  it  is  well  known 
that  Ihe  public  money  was  secure  in  that  inatilutiont  and 
by  its  charier  the  public  deposiles  could  not  be  removed 
from  it,  unless  under  a  just  apprehension  that  they  were 
in  danger.  Nov,  sir,  1  admit  that  if  the  Prendent  had 
no  right  to  remove  these  deposiles,  except  fur  the  sole 
rrasnn  that  Iheir  safety  waa  in  dungcr,  the  Senator  has 
established  his  position.  But  what  is  Ihe  fact?  Was 
the  Government  thus  restricted  by  the  terms  of  the 
bank  charter.'  I  answer,  no.  Such  a  limitation  is  no- 
where to  be  fuond  in  it.  Let  me  read  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tion, which  is  the  only  one  relating  to  the  wibjecl.  It 
(•ac*!>,  "that  the  deposiles  of  the  money  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stairs,  in  places  in  whieh  the  ssM  bank  and  brsnches 
thereof  may  be  established,  shall  be  msde  irt  said  bank 
or  branches  thereof,  unless  the  Secretary  uf  the  Treas- 
ury shall  at  any  lime  otherwise  order  and  directf  in 
which  case,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  immedi- 
aiely  lay  before  Conttress,  if  in  session,  and  if  not, 
intrnediately  after  the  commencement  of  the  next  session, 
the  reasons  of  such  order  or  direciion." 

Is  not  the  authority  thus  conferred  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  as  broad  and  as  ample  as  the  Rngliah 
language  will  admit'  Wlicre  is  the  limitation,  where 
the  resirieiion^  One  might  have  supposed,  fnim  the  ar- 
gument of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  tli«t  the  charter 
had  restricted  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  re- 
moving the  drpositePi  unless  Ite  bt-lievetl  them  to  be  in- 
sectire  in  the  Dank  of  the  United  Slates;  but  the  lan- 
pcnage  of  the  law  itself  eompleiely  refotes  his  ai^imenl. 
Thrjr  were  to  remain  ih  the  Biink  of  the  United  Stslev, 
•*  unless  the  8ecrctan>  of  the  Treasury  shall  at  anjr  time 
otbcrvisc  (wdcr  and  dircet." 
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The  sole  limitation  upon  the  discretion  of  that  officer 
eras  his  Immediate  and  direct  responsibility  to  Congress- 
To  us  he  was  bound  to  render  his  reasons  for  removing 
the  deposites.  We,  and  we  alone,  are  constituted  the 
judges  as  to  the  sufRcieney  of  these  rrasons. 

It  would  be  an  easy  task  to  prove  that  the  authors  of 
the  bank  charter  acted  wisely  in  not  limiltnfr  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  over  the  deposites 
to  the  single  case  of  their  apprehended  insecnriiy.  We 
may  imagine  many  other  reasons  whieh  wotdd  have  ren* 
dered  their  removal  both  vise  and  expedient.  But  X 
forbear,  especially  as  the  ease  now  before  the  Senate 
presents  as  striking  an  illustration  of  iliis  proposition  at 
I  could  possibly  imagine.  Upon  what  principle,  then, 
do  I  justify  Ihe  removal  of  the  deposites? 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  had  determined  to  ap- 
ply  fora  recharter  at  the  session  of  Congress  immediately 
preceding  the  last  prewdeniial  election.  Preparatory 
to  this  application,  and  whilst  it  was  pending,  in  the 
short  space  of  sixteen  months,  it  had  increased  its  loans 
more  than  #28,000,000.  They  rose  from  forty-two 
milltnna  to  seventy  millions  between  the  last  of  December, 
1830,  and  the  Ut  of  May,  1833.  Whilst  iRla  boasted 
regulator  of  the  currency  was  thus  expanding  its  dis* 
CQuntR,  all  the  local  banks  followed  the  example.  The 
impulse  of  self-interest  urged  them  to  pursue  thiscourse. 
A  delusive  prosperity  was  thus  spread  over  Ihe  land. 
Honey,  every  where,  became  plenty.  The  bank  was 
regarded  as  the  beneficent  patent,  who  was  pouring 
her  money  oat  into  the  laprs  of  her  children.  She 
thought  herself  wise  and  provident  in  thus  rendering 
herself  popular.  The  recharter  paased  both  Eluuses  of 
Congress  by  triumphant  majorities.  But  then  came 
"the  frost,  the  krlling  frost."  It  was  not  so  easy  to 
propiliale  *Mhe  Old  Roman."  Although  he  well  knev 
the  power  and  influence  which  the  bank  could  exert 
against  him  at  the  then  approaching  presidential  elec* 
tion,  he  cast  such  considerations  to  the  winds.  He 
vetoed  Ihe  bill,  and,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  placed 
himself  fur  trial  upon  this  question  before  the  American 
people. 

From  that  moment  the  faith  uf  many  of  his  former 
friends  began  to  grow  cold.  The  bank  openly  took  the 
field  Sjcainat  his  re-elt-ction.  It  expended  large  auma  in 
subsidizing  edirors,  and  in  circnlating  pamphlets,  and 
papers,  and  speeches,  throughout  the  Union,  calculated 
to  inflame  the  public  mind  againat  Ihe  Preudeut.  1 
merely  glance  at  these  things. 

Let  us  p'luse,  for  a  single  motnent,  to  consider  the 
conxequences  of  such  condue*.  What  right  had  the 
bank,  as  a  corporation,  to  enter  the  arena  of  politics,  for 
the  purpose  of  deTending  itself,  and  attacking  the  Preat. 
dent?  Whilst  I  freely  admit  that  each  individual  stock. 
,  holder  possessed  the  same  rights,  in  this  respect,  as 
every  other  American  citixen,  1  pray  you  to  consider 
what  a  dangerous  precedent  the  bank  has  ihusestablisli* 
ed.  Our  banks  now  number  nearly  a  thousand,  andour 
other  chartered  institutions  are  almost  innumersble. 
If  all  these  corporations  are  to  be  jnsiiHed  in  iLsing  their 
corporate  funds  for  the  purpose  ol  influencing  elections, 
of  elevating  tlieir  political  friends^  and  crushing  their 
political  foes,  our  cimdition  is  truly  deplorable.  We 
shall  thus  introduce  into  the  State  a  new,  a  dangerous, 
and  sn  alarming  tinwer,  the  effects  of  whicit  no  man 
can  anticipate.  Watchful  jealousy  is  Ihe  price  which  a 
free  people  must  ever  p:iy  for  their  liberties;  and  this 
jealousy  ahmdd  be  argus-ejed  in  watchiog  the  political 
movements  of  corporations. 

After  the  bank  had  been  defeated  in  Ihe  pres'tdential 
eleelinn,  it  sdnpled  a  new  course  of  policy.  What  It 
had  been  uiwble  to  accomplish  by  making  rn'uney  plcitiy, 
it  determined  it  would  wrest  frum^^he  MifTeriiMfs  of  llie 
people  bjr  Btking  BoneB^Miitnr  p»)io 
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then  becsmc  iU  w«Kponst  tml  with  theie  it  wu  d<t«r- 
Biinedt  if  powble*  to  extort  a  reeharter  from  the  Amer'n 
can  people.  It  commenced  this  waHkre  upon  the  inter- 
efts  of  the  country  about  the  1st  of  Au]|^st,  1833.  In 
two  short  mnnths  it  decreawd  its  loans  more  than  four 
millioni  of  dolltrs,  whilst  the  depoailea  of  the  Govern- 
ment  with  it  hid  increased,  durintr  the  same  period, 
two  milliona  and  a  quarter,  I  speak  in  round  nitmbers. 
It  was  then  in  the  act  of  reducinff  its  discounts  at  the 
rate  of  two  millions  of  dollars  per  month. 

Th*  State  banks  had  expanded  tlieir  loam  with  the 
former  expan^on  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea.  It 
now  became  necessary  to  contract  them.  The  severest 
pressure  bejcan  to  be  felt  every  where.  Had  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  been  permitted  a  short  time  lonffer 
to  proceed  in  i his  course,  fortified  as  H  was  with  the 
millions  of  the  Government  which  it  held  on  depnsite,  a 
scene  of  aloiost  universal  b;inkruptcy  and  insolvency 
must  hara  been  presented  in  our  commercial  cities.  It 
thus  became  absolutely  necessary  for  tba  President 
cither  to  deprive  ibe  bank  of  the  public  deposiles,  as 
the  only  means  of  proteetin);  the  Slate  banks,  and, 
thrmifrh  them,  the  people,  from  these  impendinf^  evils, 
or  calmly  to  look  on  and  aee  it  spreadinj;  ruin  throufth- 
out  the  land.  It  was  necesviry  for  him  to  adopt  this 
policy  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  universal  deranf^. 
ment  of  the  eurreney,  a  general  uerifice  of  property, 
and,  as  an  ineviuble  consequence,  the  reeharter  of  (his 
institution. 

By  the  removal  of  the  depoiiiea,  he  struck  a  blow 
af^inst  the  bank  from  which  it  has  never  since  recover- 
ed. Th^s  ws*  the  club  nf  Hercules  with  which  he  slew 
the  Hydra.  This  wss  the  masler-Htroke  by  which  he 
prostrated  what  a  large  majority  of  (lie  American  peo- 
ple believe  to  have  been  a  corrupt  and  a  cornipting  in- 
stitution. For  this  he  la  not  only  justified,  but  deserves 
the  eternal  gratitude  of  his  emmtry.  Vor  this  the  Sen. 
ate  have  condemned  liimt  hut  the  people  of  the  United 
States  htve  hailed  him  as  a  deliverer. 

It  has  been  aaid  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that 
the  President,  by  removing  (he  deposites  from  the  Itank 
of  the  United  Stater,  united  in  his  own  person  the  pow> 
cr  of  the  piir«e  of  the  nation  wiih  that  of  the  swur<l.  I 
think  it  is  not  difficult  to  answer  thia  argument.  What 
wss  to  become  of  ih«  ptiblio  money,  in  ease  it  hsd  been 
removed  fr.im  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  under  its 
eUarter,  for  the  cause  whieh  the  Senator  himself  deems 
juitiA»ble?  Why,  sir,  it  would  then  have  been  imme. 
dialely  remitted  to  the  giiHnlisnshlp  of  tlmse  laws  un- 
der which  it  had  been  pmtected  bef»re  the  B«nk  of  the 
United  Slatea  was  calleil  intti  exi>tenee.  Such  was  the 
pr4>scnt  case.  In  regard  to  this  puini,  no  matter  wheth- 
er the  cause  of  removal  were  auflteient  or  not,  the  mo. 
ment  the  depoiites  were  ac'iially  removed^  they  became 
subject  to  the  prr-exiiting  laws,  and  not  to  the  arbitrary 
will  uf  the  President. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  contended  that  (he 
President  violated  the  conxliiution  and  the  laws  by  dia- 
miiwing  Mr.  Uiiane  from  office  beCHiiie  he  wmdd  not  re- 
move the  deposites,  and  by  appointing  Mr.  I'sney  lo  ao- 
eomplish  this  purpose.  I  shall  not  discuss  at  any  length 
the  power  of  removal.  Itia  now  too  late  in  the  day  to 
question  it.  Iliat  the  Executive  poasetses  this  power 
was  decided  by  the  first  Congress.  It  has  often  since 
been  discussed  and  decided  in  ihe  same  manner,  and  it 
has  been  exercised  by  every  President  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  President  is  bound  by  (he  constitntinn  to 
"lake  care  1  hut  thelaws  be  faitlituHy  executed."  If 
he  cannot  remove  his  executive  ofiicens  it  is  impomible 
that  be  ean  perform  this  duty.  Every  inferior  officer 
might  set  up  for  himsclfi  mieht  violate  the  laws  of  the 
eouniry,  and  put  him  at  defiance,  whilst  he  would  re- 
main pcrftctly  powerless.   He  eouM  not  urest  ihcir 


career,  A  foreign  minister  might  be  bettqrin|  ni  dii> 
gracing  the  nation  abroad,  without  any  power  Is  Roll 
him  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Senate.  Hiiioifr 
atruetion  of  the  conatitution  involves  so  msny  dmgif^ 
and  so  many  abaurditiet,  that  it  could  not  be  ninl^ 
for  a  moment,  even  if  there  had  not  been  a  eontut 
practice  against  it  of  almost  half  a  century. 

But  it  is  contended  by  the  Senator  that  tlie  Secreluy 
of  the  Treasury  is  a  aort  of  independent  power  In  tM 
State,  and  is  released  from  the  control  of  the  Kxceatiie. 
And  why>  Simply  because  he  is  Greeted  bylw  ti 
make  his  annual  report  to  Congress,  and  not  Uitki 
President.  If  this  noaition  be  corredi  then  it  nfcemri< 
ly  follows  that  the  Executive  is  released  from  the  oblfi- 
(ion  of  taking  care  that  the  numerous  and  impontntidl 
uf  Congress  regulating  the  fi'tcal  concerns  of  ibecoaiUT 
shall  be  faithfully  executed.  The  Secreta^  of  ihi 
Treasury  is  (hus  made  independent  of  his  eoetroL  VM 
would  be  the  position  of  this  officer  under  nebtm- 
simcilon  of  the  eonslitiition  and  laws,  it  would  be  nij 
difficult  to  decide.  And  this  wonderful  •raB^MitKM 
of  his  character  haa  arisen  from  the  mere  cifai«*»«« 
that  Congress  have  by  law  directed  him  to  msktwuw* 
al  report  to  tliem!  No,  sir;  the  Err cutive  ii  re»po«» 
ble  tn  Congress  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  Wti) 
and  if  the  present  or  anv  other  President  ihoBld  pwi 
faithless  to  his  high  trust,  the  present  Seaale,  Mim» 
s'snding  all  which  haa  been  aaid,  would  beiiresBir* 
their  predeeeaaors  to  iufliet  eondign  punishment  opM 
him,  in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  conitituiion. 

I  have  now  arrived  at  the  great  question  of(hec«* 
tittional  power  of  the  Senate  to  adopt  the  resolution  « 
March,  1834.  It  is  my  firm  conviction  thst  the  SesW 
possesaes  no  such  powert  and  it  is  now  my  pt'/P*" 
establish  this  position.  The  decision  on  thu  p«wl  wf 
depend  upon  a  true  answer  to  the  qiieHioa,  ooeii« 
rewdutinn  contain  any  impeftctiable  charge  spiajt  m 
President'  If  it  does,  I  trust  I  shall  demoi«tfstejW 
the  Senate  violated  its  constitutional  duly  in  P"*^'!* 
to  condemn  him  in  this  manner.  1  shall  sgain  resd  M 
resnhition: 

"Retolttd,  Thit  the  President,  in  the  late  ex'cui-w 
proceedinjts  in  relation  to  the  public  r""""' 
xnmed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not 
by  the  oomtitutiun  and  laws,  but  in  ttemfiatioD  oTbota- 

This  lanruage  is  brief  ami  compreliensive.  "^I"!'* 
al  once  to  Ihe  point.  It  bears  a  sinking  '""P"? 'T™ 
ch4r.icleror the  Senator  from  K*-iitucky.  U'WS'ttWP 
an  impeschable  ofTencc  sgtinsl  the  Presideot- 

Ths  foorth  section  of  tlie  second  »rlicle  uf  lIiecoMOj 
tulion  decUrfS  tlist  <'the  Hresnleot,  Vice 
all  civil  officer*  of  the  United  States  shall  be  r«««" 
from  office  on  impeachment  Pir,  and  conviction  of,  ti»| 
aon,  bribery,  or  »(her  high  crimes  and  minleiwsMri. 

It  has  been  eontended  that  this  condemiiaio'y 
(ion  Contains  no  impeachable  offence,  becau* 
no  criming  . intention  against  ihe  Presidcntt  sim  I  "** 
'.hat  it  dor*  not  attribute  to  him  any  corrupt 
press  word*.    It  this  sufficieot  to  convince  the  ja'l|(«« 
of  any  impartial  man  (hat  none  such  was  inlendeui  U< 
11^  for  a  few  moments  examine  thia  propositiMi.  I<" 
be  well  fuuntlrd,  the  Senate  may  forever  herasfltf  onrp 
the  power  of  trying,  condemning,  and  destroyj'*'  "7 
officer  of  the  Govrrnment,  witliuot  aff.trd'nf  him  «« 
sliKhteat  opportunity  of  being  he»rd  in  liis  "''"T 
They  may  thus  abuse  their  power,  and  prostrate  my 
ject  of  tlieir  vengeance.    It  seems  we 
the  discovery  tliat  the  Senate  are  suthorised  lo  «m 
this  tremendous  power;  that  tliey  may  il"». 
themselves  the  office  both  of  accuser  and  of  juilfe,  ^ 
Tided  the  indictment  eontains  no  express  alh-f^f^*^^ 
crintunal  intention.    The  Preudent,  or  anft  uficer  oi  > 
Gorerninent,  may  b|sl!a«H»fe©#»-»»"'"' 
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Itlar  of  the  conttitution  of  hit  counlry,  ««  dererict  in  the 
perfbrmance  of  his  public  duliea,  provided  there  be  no 
uprcH  imputstion  of  tn  impmper  molire.  Tlie  char- 
Mers  of  men  wboie  repiitkiion  k  dearer  to  Ihem  thtn 
Iketr  lives  my  ihue  be  deMroycd.  Thejr  nuy  be  held 
ap  to  pubHe  exeerslion  by  the  omiacion  of  k  few  forowl 
vords.  TIte  condemnition  of  the  derate  earriet  with  it 
Mcb  ■  moral  power,  thai  perhaps  there  is  no  man  in  the 
United  Slates,  except  Anilrew  Jackson,  who  could  h«ve 
ttsislcd  iia  force.  No,  sir;  aiieh  an  arfcument  can  never 
coouMnd  convtelion.  That  which  we  have  no  power  to 
do  direetljr,  we  can  never  aceompliah  by  indirect  meant. 
We  caMBut  by  retnlulion  convict  a  man  of  an  iiiipraeha< 
ble  crfTence,  merely  because  ve  may  omit  the  formal 
vorda  uf  an  impeachment,  we  must  regard  Ibe  tub- 
Aance  of  things,  and  not  ihe  mere  form. 

But  again:  AllhoufEh  a  criminal  intention  be  not 
cbarffed  in  to  many  words,  by  ihis  retolution,  yet  its  lan- 
guor, even  without  the  attendant  circumstances,  cicar- 
]f  csmveyt  ihit  meaning.    The  pretident  it  charged 
viih  havii^  **aiBumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power 
not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  dero. 
gation  of  both."    «<  Assumed  upon  liimtelfl"   What  it 
tbe  plain,  palpable  meaning  of  this  phrase,connected  with 
whM  precedes  and  follows*   la  it  not  "to  arrt^te," 
■*lo  elm  or  aeize  unjuttfyP   Theae  are  two  of  llie 
first  meaningt  of  Ihe  word  OMume,  acoording  to  the  tezi' 
eogrtpkm.  To  aiaume  upon  one's  self,  ia  a  mode  of  ex- 
preatioii  which  is  rarely  faiken  in  a  good  Knte.    As  it  is 
uacd  here,  I  uk  if  anjr  man  of  plain,  common  understand- 
iuft  •Acr  reading  tbit  resolution,  would  ever  arrive  at 
the  coDchi^n  that  any  Senator  voted  far  it  under  the 
impreasion  that  the  President  was  innocent  of  any  im- 
proper intention,  and  that  he  violated  the  conttitution 
from  Biere  miatakr,  and  from  pure  motives.'   The  com- 
mon WDte  of  mankind  rcvoitt  at  the  idea.    How  can  it 
be  contended,  for  a  aingle  moment,  that  you  can  de- 
nounce the  President  ta  a  man  who  had  **  astumcd  upon 
himaelP'  the  power  of  vicdating  the  laws  and  the  eontti. 
lotitm  of  hia  country,  and  in  the  same  brratti  declare 
that  you  bad  not  the  least  Intention  to  criminate  liim,  and 
that  your  janguage  was  altogether  inofTensivef  The 
two  propoHtiont  are  manifeitly  inconsistent. 

Bat  I  ^  one  step  further.  If  we  were  silting  as  a 
court  of  impeachment,  and  the  bare  proposition  were 
catabliahcd  to  our  satislaction,  that  the  President  bad,  in 
vtalattoo  of  the  cooatitutien  and  laws,  withdrawn  the 
public  revenue  of  the  country  from  the  depository  to 
•bote  charge  Congrem  had  committed  it,  and  assumed 
the  control  over  it  himself,  we  would  be  bound  to  con- 
vict bim  of  a  high  official  misdemeanor.  Under  such 
cireumalance^  we  should  be  bound  to  infer  a  criminal 
iatCDtion  from  ttus  illegal  and  uncnnatitutional  act. 
Cri^nnJ  juste  could  never  be  admimstered,  society 
could  not  exist,  if  the  tribunals  of  the  counirv  should  not 
ftttribute  evil  motivet  to  illegal  and  unconstitutional  con- 
duet.  Omniscience  alone  can  examine  the  heart.  When 
poor,  frail  man  is  placed  in  the  judgment  seat,  he  muat 
infer  the  intentions  of  the  accused  from  his  actions. 
That  the  trie  w  known  by  its  fruits,**  Is  an  sxiom 
vtiich  we  have  derived  from  the  fountain  of  all  trulli. 
Doca  a  poor,  naked,  hungry  wretch,  at  tbia  inclement 
■eaaon  of  the  year,  Ufce  from  my  pocket  a  single  dollar, 
the  lair  infer*  a  criminal  iment,  and  he  matt  be  convict- 
ed and  punished  aa  a  thief,  though  he  may  have  been  ac- 
tuated by  no  other  motive  than  tliat  of  aaving  hii  wife 
and  children  from  starvation.  And  ahal!  a  difTerrnl  rule 
be  applied  to  the  Prevdenl  of  the  United  SUtes?  Sltall 
it  be  aaid  of  a  man  elevated  to  the  highest  station  on 
earth,  for  lus  wiadom,  bis  integrity,  and  his  virtueii,  with 
aU  bia  conatitutional  advisers  around  him,  when  he  vio- 
lates lb«  MMBtitatioBof  lmoountry,and  usurps  the  control 
«rcr  its  eatin  rmmief  Uwt  he  may  sucecaifolly  defend 


himself  by  declaring  that  ha  had  done  Ihis  deed  without 
any  criminal  intention?  No,  air(  in  such  a  case,  above 
all  other*,  the  criminal  intention  mtist  be  inferred  from 
the  uneonstittttional  exerciac  of  high  and  dsngerma  pow> 
era.  The  safety  of  the  republic  demands  that  the  PresW 
dent  of  the  United  Slates  ahuuld  neverthield  himself  be* 
hind  such  flimsy  pretexts.  This  resolution,  therefore, 
although  it  may  not  have  assumed  the  form  of  an  arlicio 
of  impeachment,  posseuea  all  the  substance. 

It  was  my  fate  tome  yeara  ago  to  have  assisted  aa  a 
manager,  in  behalf  of  the  House  of  nepreseniativea,  in 
the  trial  of  an  impeachment  before  this  body.  It  then 
brcame  my  duty  to  examine  all  the  precedents  in  such 
cases  whieh  had  occurred  under  our  Government  rince 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  On  that  occa- 
sion  I  found  one  which  has  a  strong  bearing  upon  this 
question.  1  refer  to  the  case  of  Judge  Pickering,  He 
was  tried  and  condemned  by  the  Senste  upon  all  the 
four  articles  exhibited  against  htm,  ahbough  Ihe  three 
fin>t  contained  no  other  diarge  than  that  of  making  de- 
ctrions  contrary  to  law,  in  a  cause  involving  a  mere 
question  of  property,  and  then  refusing  to  grant  the 
party  injured  an  appeal  from  his  deci^n,  to  which  he 
was  entitled.  From  (he  clear  violation  <k  the  law,  in 
this  case,  the  Senate  must  have  inferred  an  impure  and 
improper  motive. 

Ifany  thine  further  were  wanting  to  prove  that  the 
resolution  or  the  Senate  contained  a  criminal  and  im> 
peachable  ehai^  againtt  the  President,  it  ndght  be  de- 
montlrated  from  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
transaction.  Whilst  this  retoluiion  was  tn  pn^tsi 
through  the  Senate,  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  was 
employed  in  producing  panic  and  pressure  throughout 
the  land.  Much  actual  suffering  was  experienced  by 
Ihe  people;  and  where  that  d  d  not  exist,  Ihey  dreaded 
unknown  and  awful  calamities.  Confidf-nce  between 
man  and  man  waa  at  an  end.  There  was  a  fearful  pause 
in  tlie  business  of  the  counlry.  We  were  then  engaged 
in  tlic  moat  violent  party  conBiet  recorded  in  our  annals. 
To  use  the  language  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  we 
were  in  the  mid»t  vf  a  revdution.  On  the  one  wde  it 
was  contended  that  the  power  over  the  purae  of  the  na> 
lion  had  been  usurped  hy  the  Presidentt  that  in  bis  own 
person  he  Itad  united  this  power  with  that  of  the  aword, 
and  that  the  liberties  of  the  people  were  gone,  unless  he 
could  be  arrested  in  his  madcareer.  On  the  other  hand, 
•be  friends  of  the  President  maintainrd  that  the  removal 
vf  the  depontea  from  the  Bank  of  tlie  Ualted  Slates  was 
an  act  of  stern  justice  to  the  people;  that  It  waa  strictly 
legal  and  constitutional « that  he  was  impelled  lo  it  by  tlie 
highest  and  purest  principles  of  patriotismi  and  that  it 
was  the  only  means  of  prostrating  an  institution  which 
threateneil  the  deslriiclion  of  our  dearest  rights  and  lib- 
eities.  During  this  terrific  conflict,  public  indignation 
was  aroused  lo  lueh  a  degree,  that  Ihe  Present  re- 
ceived a  great  number  of  anonymous  letter^  threaten- 
ing htm  with  assaasination,, unless  he  should  restore  the 
drposiles. 

It  was  durinx  the  pendency  of  this  conflict  throughout 
the  counlry,  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  lliDU|>ht 
proper,  on  the  26lh  uf  December,  lft33,  to  present  his 
condemnatory  reaulution  to  the  Senate.  And  here,  sir, 
permit  me  to  ssy,  that  1  do  not  believe  there  was  any 
corrupt  connexion  between  any  Senator  upon  this  floor 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  But  it  was  at  Ihit 
inautpiciona  moment  that  the  resrdulion  was  introduced. 
How  waa  it  supported  by  the  Senalor  from  Kentucky? 
He  told  US  thai  a  rcvoluti<in  had  already  commenced. 
He  told  ua  that  by  Ihe  Sd  of  March,  1837,  if  the  progress 
of  innovation  should  continue,  there  would  be  scsrcely  a 
vestige  remaining  of  the  Government  and  policy,  aa  they 
had  existed  priOTtotheSdof  March,  \839;^That  iha  term 
of  yearly  a  little  more  tla«itlwti  tvndl%UU^UDcd  to 
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caiablith  our  liberlie%  the  Governmenl  would  be  truu- 
fornted  iiito  an  elretive  monarcliy— Ihe  worst  of  kII  romit 
of  government.  He  eompired  the  meuure  adopted  by 
Genera)  Jackaon  witit  the  conduct  of  the  usurping  Cctart 
who,  after  he  had  overrun  Italy  in  aiity  day%  and  con- 
quered the  libertiea  of  hia  native  couniry*  terrified  the 
tribune  Metelhia,  who  guarded  th<  Treasury  of  the 
Roman  people,  and  aeized  it  by  open  force.  He  de> 
dared  that  (ha  President  liad  perpetrated  an  open,  pal* 
pable,  and  daring  usurp  ition.  He  concluded  by  aaaert* 
that  the  premonitory  ■ymplomi  ofdeapotism  were  upon 
US{  and  ifCongreH  did  not  apply  an  instantaneous  andef- 
feetive  remedy,  the  fatal  collapse  would  soon  come  on, 
and  we  should  die— ignobly  die — base,  mean,  and  abject 
alaves,  tbe  scum  and  contempt  of  mankind,  unpitied, 
unwept,  and  unmourned.  What  a  apeclacle  was  then 
presented  in  thia  chamber!  We  are  told,  in  the  reports 
or  Ihe  day,  (hat,  when  he  took  his  seat,  tlicre  was  re- 

Eealed  and  loud  applause  in  the  gatleriea.  This,  It  will 
e  renMmbered,  was  the  introductory  speech  of  the  Sen- 
ator. In  my  opinion,  it  was  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
eloquent  of  all  his  able  and  eloquent  speeches.  He  was 
then  riding  upon  the  whirlwind  and  directing  the  atorm. 
At  the  time  I  read  it,  for  1  waa  not  (hen  in  the  Senate, 
it  reminded  me  of  the  able,  the  Tindtctive,  and  (he  elo- 
quent appeal  of  Mr.  Burke  before  (he  House  of  Lords, 
on  tbe  impeachment  of  Warren  Hastings,  in  which  he 
denounced  that  (juvernor  General  as  the  ravug*  r  and 
oppressor  of  India,  and  the  scourge  of  Ihe  millions  who 
lia<l  bren  placed  umler  his  authority. 

And  yet,  we  are  now  told  that  this  reftolulion  did  not 
intend  to  impute  any  criminal  motive  to  Ihe  Preaidenl; 
that  he  was  a  good  old  man,  though  not  a  good  constitu- 
tional lawyert  and  that  he  kne*  better  how  to  wield  the 
aword  than  to  construe  the  Constitution. 

[Ur.  Clat  here  rose  to  explain.  Heaaid,  *' I  never 
have  said,  and  never  will  say,  that  personally  1  acquitted 
the  President  of  any  improper  intention.  I  lament  that 
]  canniit  say  it.  But  what  1  d-d  say  was,  that  tbe  act  of 
the  Senate  of  1834  is  free  from  the  imputation  of  any 
criminal  motives. "] 

Sir,  (wd  Mr.  I)',}  Ibis  avowal  is  incharacter  with  the 
frank  a»d  manly  nature  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky. 
It  is  no  more  than  what  1  eipected  from  him.  The  im- 
putation of  any  improper  motive  to  the  President  has 
been  again  and  again  disclaimed  by  other  Senators  unon 
thia  floor.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  now  boldly 
come  out  in  his  tnie  colors,  and  avows  tlie  principles 
which  he  held  at  ihe  lime.  He  acknowlcdgea  that  he 
did  not  acquit  (he  President  from  improper  intentions, 
wben  charging  him  with  a  violation  of  tlie  constitution  of 
Ilia  country. 

This  trial  of  the  President  before  the  Senate  continued 
for  three  months.  During  (his  whole  peitod,  instead  of 
(he  evidence  which  a  judicial  (ribunal  might  to  receive, 
exciting  memorials,  signed  by  vast  numbers  the  peo- 
ple, and  well  calculated  to  inflame  the  passions  of  his 
jiidgcf,  were  poured  in  upon  the  Senate.  He  W4S  de- 
nounced upon  this  floor  by  every  odtoul  epithet  whicli 
belongs  (o  tyrants,  pinall.v,  (he  obnoxious  resolution 
was  adopted  by  the  vote  of  the  Senate,  on  the  38th  day 
of  March,  1834. 

After  Ihe  exposition  which  I  have  made,  can  any  im- 
partial mind  doubt  but  that  this  resolution  intended  to 
charge  againitl  the  President  awilful  and  daring  violation 
of  Ihe  constitution  and  (lie  laws^   I  think  not. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  argued,  with  his  usu- 
al power,  that  (he  runc(ioBB  of  tbe  Senate,  acting  in  a 
legiklative  capacity,  are  not  to  be  restricted,  because  it 
is  possible  (hat  (he  aame  question,  in  another  form,  may 
come  before  us  judicially.  I  concur  in  (he  (nilh  and 
justice  of  this  position.  We  must  perform  our  legisla- 
tive duliesi  and  if,  in  the  inrettigatimi  of  bets,  baring 


legidalion  dia(iiic(ly  in  view,  we  should  iiddtatsllj  bi 
led  to  the  tnveatigatioo  irf criminal  charges,  itisasetti- 
sity  imposed  upon  ua  by  our  condition,  from  vhieh  «e 
cannot  escape.  It  results  from  the  varying  naturtoT use 
duties,  and  not  from  our  own  will.  I  admit  (hat  it 
would  be  difficult  (o  mark  the  precise  line  vhidi  Mfs- 
ra(es  our  legislative  from  our  judicial  functions.  I  M 
not  attempt  it.  In  many  cases,  from  neceisity,  ibcjin 
in  soaw  degree  interaiingled.  The  preaciit  ftsuMi^ 
however,  stands  far  in  advance  of  this  line,  n  b  ptietd 
in  bold  relief,  and  is  clear  of  all  such  diSmkict.  It  ii 
a  mere  naked  resolution  of  censure.  It  rcfen  ■oldj'  to 
the  past  conduct  of  the  President,  and  cowkMsitii 
the  strongest  terms,  without  even  proposing  nysci  rf 
legislation  by  which  the  evil  may  be  remedied  bcrtsArr. 
It  was  judgment  upon  tlie  past  alonet  aol  prefsntiMlir 
the  future.  Nay,  more:  tbe  resolution  is  ssniueitd 
general  in  iu  terms  that  it  is  impoinble  to  uccriu 
from  its  face  (he  cause  of  the  President's  coodtaisitiDD. 
The  Senate  have  resolved  that  the  Eiecutirt  "hii*- 
sumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  iMtWBtrireJ 
by  the  constitution  and  laws,  but  in  derogstiofl 
What  is  the  specification  under  this  charge?  Wlir.thtt 
he  has  acted  thus,  "  in  the  late  executive  proeeediipii 
reUtiun  to  the  public  revenue."  What  czeoaUie  » 
ceedti^a?  The  resolution  leaves  us  entirely  istkM 
upon  thia  subject.  How  couldany  legiilaliiM  iptiif  m 
such  a  rraolulion?  It  is  impuiiible.  Koqe  mrtw 
ever  attempted. 

If  lite  rt  solution  hsd  preserved  ilsorigiaal  phrw*- 
(tyi  if  it  had  condemned  (be  President  for  dii«imi|y 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  because  he  would  wA  mmh 
the  depostle*,  and  for  a;>pointing  hia  suoceiMrlssW 
thia  purposr,  the  Senator  might  then  have 
that  the  evil  waa  distinctly  pointed  outi  and,  >lil>^**' 
legislation  was  proposed,  tlie  remedy  might  be  ippW 
hereafter.    But  he  has  deprived  himself  ews  eflk" 
feeble  argument.    He  has  left  ua  upon  an  oceis  ef  ui- 
certainty,  wilhnul  cliart  or  ctimpass.   "  Tlie  lile 
live  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue"  at  P"™*^ 
the  most  general  and  indefinite  character.  Etvf  So* 
tor  who  voted  in  favor  of  ihio  resolution  may  have 
upon  different  principles.   To  procure  its  P"^'"T 
ing  more  was  necessary  than  that  a  majonlr  *«« 
unite  in  the  concludon  that  the  Preaident  h»d 
the  constitution  and  ihe  laws  in  some  one  or  otkf  w  « 
numerous  acts  in  relation  (o  the  public  rtreat*  2** 
views  of  Senators  constitiiUng  the  majority  b^^^ 
varied  from  each  other  to  any  conceivable 
yet  they  may  have  united  in  Ihe  final  vote.  Ttst 
was  the  fact  to  a  considerable  extent,  I       •'^JJ*  * 
deratood.  It  is  utterly  impossible  either 
ceeding  eouU  ever  have  been  intended  to 
baiis  oT  legislation,  or  that  legiahUve  action  cosM 
ever  sprung  from  such  a  source.  . 

1  flatter  myself,  then,  I  have  succeeded  w  P^"! 
thai  this  resolution  chsrged  the  President  wiln  »  "!«■ 
official  n^Udemeanor,  wholly  dwconnected  from  kF* 
tion,  which,  if  true,  ought  to  hwe  subjecied  hiBto* 
peachment.  .  k.a* 

This  brings  me  directly  to  the  question,  tad  1M«»- 
ate  any  power,  under  the  eonaliiulion,  to 
resolution  t  In  other  words,  can  the  Seoats 
public  officer,  by  a  aimple  resolution,  tor  •■J""^ 
which  would  subject  htm  to  an  impeachment'  JVT) 
(he  proposition,  ia  to  answer  this  question  in  "''|'|**~lt 
Dreadful  would  be  (he  consequeoecs,  if  »«  P«*"  *^ 
should  exercise  such  n  power.  . 

This  body  is  invested  with  high  and  f*>V^JL 
ets,  of  a  legisUtivc,  an  executive,  and  a  judicfij"^ 
No  person  eaU  enter  it  until  he  lias  »t'»»«'j'l 


ter.   No  person 
ture  age< 
other 


ge.  Our(ermofsepti^longer^ttot*<J 
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kU  the  moftt  ariitocratic  branch  of  our  Government. 
For  what  purpose  did  the  framers  or  the  constitution 
amfcr  upfiii  it  ttWM  nried  «nd  important  powcri,  tnd 
this  long  tenure  of  office^  The  ioswer  ii  pUin.  Ii 
vu  pUccd  in  thii  secure  and  elevated  position  that  it 
■'^bl  be  above  the  ttoroii  of  Taction  which  so  oTten  in< 
lane  the  passions  of  men.  It  never  was  intended  to  be 
U  arcu  for  polilical  gladiators.  Until  the  lecond  ses- 
Hoa  of  Ihe  third  Congress,  the  Senate  always  sat  with 
doted  doors,  except  in  the  single  instance  when  ihe  eli- 
libUitjr  of  Mr.  Gallatin  to  a  seat  in  the  body  was  the  sub- 
ject under  discua^n.  Of  ibia  particular  prscUce,  how- 
ever, I  cannot  approve.  I  merely  state  it  to  show  the 
iotentioD  oT  those  wlio  formed  the  constitution.  1  was 
infaraed  by  one  of  the  most  eminent  statesmen  and  Sen- 
rtor»  wbich  this  country  has  ever  produced,  now  no 
■ore,  (tbe  late  Ur.  King,)  that  ton  some  years  after  the 
Pedcral  GoTerameDt  commenced  its  operation,  the  de- 
bMes  of  tbe  Senate  resembled  eonversations  rallter  than 
speccbesi.  and  that  it  originated  but  few  legislative 
neaaures.  Senators  were  then  critics  rather  than  au- 
thors in  legislation.  Whether  its  gain  io  eloquence, 
aincc  it  baa  become  a  popular  assembly,  and  since  the 
•owkd  of  thundering  applause  has  been  heard  in  our  gal- 
kenea  at  tbe  denunciation  of  the  President,  has  been 
an  etpimknt  fur  its  loss  in  true  dignity,  may  well  be 
donbtcd.  To  give  this  body  iti  just  influence  with  the 
people^  ft  ougtit  to  preserve  itself  as  free  as  possible 
AvR  aflfT  political  discussions.  In  the  performance  of 
our  executive  dutie»-^n  the  ratification  of  treaties  and 
IB  ibe  confirmation  of  nominations — the  constitution  has 
connected  us  with  tbe  Executive.  Tbe  efficient  and 
aucccsaful  admiiii»tration  of  tbe  Government,  tlierefure, 
rcquirca  that  we  ahould  naove  on  together  in  as  mucti 
bmaony  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  independent  ex- 
creiae  of  ourreapectiire  functions 

But,  above  all,  we  should  be  the  most  cautious  in 
guardiBC  our  judicial  character  from  suspicion.  We 
conatitatg  Ae  lugfc  court  of  impeachment  of  this  nation,  \ 
before  which  every  officer  of  Uie  Government  may  be 
arraigned.    To  tbis  tribunal  is  committed  the  character 
of  men,  whose  character  is  far  dearer  to  them  than  their 
fivciL    We  should  be  tbe  rock,  standing  in  the  midst  of 
Ihe  ocean,  for  ibt  porpoae  of  affording  a  shelter  to  the 
feitWiil  officer  from  unjust  persecution,  sgunst  which 
IbebiUova  might  dash  themselves  in  vain.   Wbilsl  w« 
are  a  terror  to  eviMoers,  we  should  be  a  praise  to  those 
wbo  do  vrell.    We  should  never  voluntarily  perform  any 
act  wbicb  might  prejudice  our  judgment,  or  render  ut 
suspected  as  a  judicial  tribunal.    More  especially,  when 
ihe  Preaident  of  the  United  States  is  arraigned  at  the  bar 
af  pBblie  opinion,  for  offences  which  mi^t  subject  him 
la  mn  smpeachaent,  we  should  remain,  not  only  chaste, 
bat  unauspcclcd.    Better,  infinitely  better,  would  it  be 
tot  oa  not  to  manirest  our  feeling,  even  in  a  case  in  which 
ve  were  morally  ceitain  the  House  of  Uepreaentatives 
wootd  not  prefer  before  us  articles  of  impeachment, 
than  to  reach  tbe  object  of  our  disapprobation  by  a  usur- 
pntson  of  their  rights.    It  is  true  tbst,  when  tbie  Senate 
paeaed  the  resolution  eondemoing  the  President,  a  ma- 
joriiyfai  tbe  Hoase  were  of  a  different  opinion.   But  the 
next  ekctiODB  Brigbi  have  changed  that  majority  into  a 
■aianrity.    Tbe  House  might  tlien  have  voted  articles  of 
i—pcachiert  against  tbe  Presidenb   Under  such  cir- 
cuoHtances^  I  pray  you  to  consider  in  what  a  condition 
the  Senate  would  have  been  placed.    They  had  already 
pr«Judg<ed  tbe  case.    They  had  already  convicted  the 
Crcaident,  and  denounced  him  to  the  world  as  a  violator 
of  tbe  ctMNtitution.     In  criminal  prosecutions,  even 
igaiaat  the  greatest  malebctor,  if  a  juror  has  prejudged 
the  cauae,  he  caaoot  enter  tbe  jury-box.  The  Senate  had 
rendered  Ittelf  wholly  inconpetcati  in  this  case,  to  per- 
foiw  iu  fangbcst  jedicid  AiBeUoiif.    The  trial  gf  iba 
Vas.  XUL— 39 


President,  had  articles  of  impeachment  been  preferred 
against  him,  would  have  been  but  a  solemn  mocktry  of 

justice. 

Tlie  constitution  of  the  United  States  has  carefully  pro- 
vided against  such  an  enormous  evil,  by  declaring  that 
*'  the  lioufae  of  Rf  presentatives  shidl  have  the  sole  pow- 
er of  impeachment,"  and  "  the  Senate  fchall  have  the 
sole  power  to  try  »ll  impeachments."  Until  the  accused 
is  brouglil  before  us  by  the  House,  it  is  a  manifest  vio- 
lation of  our  solemn  duty  to  condemn  him  by  a  resolu- 
tion. 

If  a  couK  of  criminal  jurisdiction,  without  any  indict- 
ment having  been  found  by  a  grand  jury,  without  having 
given  the  defendant  notice  to  appear,  without  having 
afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  cross-examining  the  wit- 
nesses against  him,  and  making  his  defence,  should  re- 
solve that  he  was  guilty  of  a  high  crime,  and  place  this 
conviction  upon  their  records,  all  mankind  would  ex- 
claim against  the  injustice  and  uaconstitutionility  of  tbe 
act.  Wherein  consists  the  difference  between  this  case  and 
the  condemnationofthe  President?  In  nothing,  except  that 
such  a  conviction  by  the  Senitte,  on  account  of  its  ezahed 
character,  would  fall  with  tenfuld  force  upon  its  object. 
1  baveofien  beenaston'slied,  nutwilhstanding  the  extend- 
ed and  wcll-ilescrved  popularity  of  General  Jackson, 
that  the  mordl  influence  of  this  condemnation  by  the 
Senate  had  not  cruabed  liim.  With  what  tremendous 
effect  might  this  assumed  power  of  the  Senate  be  used 
to  blast  the  reputation  of  any  man  who  might  fill  under 
its  displeasure.  The  precedent  is  extremely  dangerou^i, 
and  the  American  people  have  wisely  deterniined  to  blot 
it  out  forever. 

It  is  painful  to  reflect  what  might  have  been  the  con- 
dition of  the  country,  if,  at  the  inauspicious  moment  of 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  against  the  Preaident,  its 
interests  and  its  honor  had  rendered  it  necessary  to  en- 
gage in  a  f -reign  war.  The  fearful  eoncequenoes  of 
such  a  condition,  at  such  a  moment,  must  str^e  every 
mind.  Would  the  Senate  then  have  confided  to  the 
President  the  necessary  power  to  defend  Ibe  country^ 
Where  cuuld  the  sinews  of  war  have  been  found.'  In 
what  condition  was  this  body  at  that  moment  to  act  upon 
an  imporUnt  treaty  negotiated  by  tbePreudeat,or  upon 
an^  of  his  Doatinations?  But  I  forbear  to  enlai^  upon 
this  topic. 

I  hare  now  arrived  at  tbe  last  point  in  this  diseusKon. 
Do  tbe  Senate  possess  tbe  power,  under  the  constitution, 
of  expunging  the  resolution  of  March,  1634,  from  their 
juurnals,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri^  [Mr.  BaaTOH-i  I  cheerfully  admit  that  we 
roust  show  that  this  is  not  contrary  to  the  constitution! 
for  we  can  never  redress  (Hie  violation  of  tlut  instrument 
by  committing  another.  Before  I  proceed  to  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  I  shall  put  myself  right  by  a  brief  histori. 
cal  reminiscence.  I  entered  the  Senate  in  December, 
1834,  fresh  from  the  ranks  of  the  people,  without  the 
slightest  feeling  of  hostility  against  any  Senator  on  tbis 
floor.  I  then  thought  that  tbe  resolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  was  too  severe  in  proposing  to  expunge. 
Althoui^  1  was  anxious  to  record,  in  strong  terms,  my 
entire  disapprobation  of  the  resolution  of  March,  183^ 
yet  I  waa  willing  to  accomplish  this  object  without  doing 
more  violence  to  the  feehngsof  my  associates  on  this 
floor  than  was  absolutely  nece&sary  to  justify  the  Presi- 
dent. Actuated  by  these  friendly  motives,  I  exerted  all 
my  little  influence  with  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  to  in- 
duce him  to  abandon  the  word  expunge^  and  substitute 
some  others  in  its  pUce.  I  knew  that  this  word  was  ex- 
ceedingly obnoxious  to  tbe  Senators  who  bad  voted  for 
the  former  resolution.  Other  friends  of  his  also  exert- 
ed their  influence)  and  at  length  his  kindly  feeling  pre- 
vailed, and  he  contented  to  abandon  lba|  word,  attbough 
it  WIS  pectUiarly  dear  U»[J^ed!)yrat)^fC°*» 
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knowledge.  *'  All  which  I  mw^  and  part  of  which  1 
waa." 

Thr  resolution  or  the  Senitor  from  HiHOuri  came 
before  the  Semte  on  the  Sd  of  March,  1835.  Under  it 
Qie  resolution  of  March,  1834,  wai  **  ordered  to  be  ex- 

gunged  from  the  journal,"  for  reasons  appearing  on  its 
iCF,  which  I  need  not  enumerate.  The  Senator  Tront 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Whitk]  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  by  striking  out  the  order 
to  expunge,  with  the  reasons  for  it,  and  inserting  in  their 
stead  the  words  **  rescinded,  reversed,  repealed,  and 
declared  to  be  null  and  void."  Some  diflerence  of 
opinion  then  arose  among  the  friends  of  the  administra* 
uon  as  to  the  words  which  slmuld  be  subalituled  in  place 
of  the  order  to  expunge.  For  the  purpose  of  leaving 
this  queition  perfectly  open,  you,  sir,  (Mr.  Kiae,  of 
Alabama,  was  in  the  chair, )  then  moved  to  amend  the 
original  motion  of  Mr.  DtifTOir,  by  striking  out  the 
words  **  ordered  to  be  expunged  from  the  journal  of  the 
Senate."  This  motion  prevailed,  on  the  ayes  and  noes, 
by  a  vote  S9  to  7\  and  amongst  the  ayes  the  name  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  is  recorded.  The  resolution  wss 
thus  left  a  blank,  in  its  most  easenlisi  feature,  ready  to 
be  Hlled  up  as  the  Senste  might  direct.  The  era  of 
good  feeling  in  regard  to  this  subject  had  commenced. 
It  was  nipped  in  the  bud,  however,  by  the  Senator  from 
Uissachuseits  [Mr.  WsMTin.]  Whilkt  the  reaolution 
vat  still  in  blank,  be  rose  tn  bis  place,  and  proclaimed 
the  triumph  of  the  constitution  by  the  vote  to  strike  out 
the  word  expunge,  and  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolu. 
tion  on  the  table,  declaring  that  he  would  neither  with- 
draw his  motion  tor  friend  ner  foe.  This  motion  pre- 
cluded all  amendment  and  all  debate.    It  prevailed  by  a 

Esrty  vote)  and  thus  we  were  left  wiih  our  reaolution  a 
lank.  Such  was  the  msnner  in  which  the  Senators  in 
opporilion  received  oar  advances  uf  courtesy  and  kind- 
ness, in  the  moment  of  their  strength  and  oor  weakncH. 
Bad  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  suffered  us  to  pro* 
eced  but  fur  five  minutes,  we  should  have  filled  up  the 
blank  in  the  resolution.  It  would  then  have  assumed  a 
distinct  form,  and  they  would  never  afterwards  have 
beard  of  the  word  expunge.  We  should  have  been  con- 
tent with  the  words  **  rescinded,  reversed,  repealed,  and 
declsred  to  be  null  and  void."  But  the  conduct  of  the 
Senator  from  Maswchusctts  on  that  occasion,  and  that  of 
the  party  with  which  he  acted,  ronted  the  indignation  of 
•very  friend  of  the  administration  on  this  floori  We 
Uien  determined  that  the  word  expunge  should  never 
•gain  be  lurrenderrd. 

The  Sena'or  from  Kentuckf  has  introduced  a  prece- 
dent from  the  procetdings  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpoae  of  proving  that  we 
bave  no  right  to  adopt  this  resolation.  To  tli's  I  can 
bave  no  puaslble  objection.  But  1  can  tell  the  Senator, 
If  I  were  convinced  that  1  had  voted  wrong  when  company 
tively  a  boy,  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  the  fear  of 
being  termed  inconsistent  would  not  now  deter  me  from 
voting  right  upon  the  same  question.  I  do  not,  however, 
repent  of  my  vote  upon  tliitt  occasion.  I  would  now 
vote  in  the  same  msnner,  under  similar  circumstances. 
I  ihouM  not  vole  to  expunge,  under  any  circumstances, 
My  proceeding  from  the  journals,  by  obliterating  the  ree- 
Ord.  If  I  do  not  prove,  before  1  take  my  seat,  that  the 
ease  tn  (he  Legislature  of  Pennaylvsnia  was  essentially 
different  from  that  now  before  the  Senate,  I  shall  agvee 
to  be  proclaimed  inconsistent  and  time-aerving. 

It  was  my  settled  conviction,  at  (he  commencement  oi 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  that  the  Senate  h^id  no  pow- 
er to  obliterate  iheir  journal.  This  was  shaken,  but  not 
Tvnoved,  by  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  KiOOiat* 
ua,  [Mr.  PoBiTiR,]  who  confessedly  ni^e  the  ablest 

rich  on  (be  other  side  of  the  question.  Ttie  eonathu- 
deokruthat  "eachHouaeahaUkecpajoumalof  its 


proceedings,  and  from  time  to  time  publish  (besaav, 
exceptinir  such  parts  as  may  in  tbnr  jodfMcntnqs'n 
aecreey."  Whst  was  the  poMtion  which  that  Senstw 
then  attempted  to  maintain^  In  order  to  prove  Ilut  *s 
had  no  power  to  obliterate  or  destroy  our  joanMli,l» 
thought  it  necessary  to  contend  that  the  word  "  kef  p,"  h 
used  in  the  constitution,  means  both  to  record  and  to  pn- 
serve.  I'his  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  mere  befpnf  of 
the  question. 

1  shall  attempt  no  definition  of  the  word  "  ken."  Al 
least  rinee  the  daya  of  Plato,  we  know  that  deSaidiBi 
have  been  dangerous.  Yet  I  think  that  the  Rwsais{  sf 
this  word,  as  applied  to  the  subject-mstter,  is  so  pUi, 
that  he  who  runs  may  read.  If  I  direct  my  seest  t» 
keep  a  jnarnal  of  his  proceedings,  and  pubKrfi  the  anr, 
my  palpable  meaning  is,  that  he  shall  write  ihcse  pra- 
ceedings  down  from  day  to  day,  and  publidi  whstbeta 
written,  for  general  information.  After  he  bti  tbtjti 
my  commands,  after  he  hHS  kept  his  joum^andpsbM* 
ed  it  to  the  world,  be  has  executed  the  esseaiUpart  of 
the  trust  confided  to  him.  WhM  may  becoMtlthii 
original  tnanuscHpt  journal afterwat^,  isa  matttrutrtil 
indiff'erence.  So  in  regard  to  the  manuscript  jour^ 
of  either  House  of  Congress!  after  more  Ibsa  a  thoww 
copies  have  been  printed  and  published,  and  diitnbstss 
over  the  Union,  it  is  matter  of  not  the  least  inpoftM" 
what  disposition  msy  be  made  of  them.^  Theyhsie  is- 
swered  thtir  purpose,  and,  in  any  pf»ctiealviesr^h<w» 
nseleaa.  If  they  were  burnt,  op  otherwise  dertrojeo,* 
would  not  be  an  event  of  the  slightest  pubfic  cM» 
qnence.  Socb  indifference  has  prevailed  upoa  this  1* 
ject,  that  these  journals  bave  been  considerw), » 
House  of  Heprf  sentstives,  as  so  much  arsste  paper,  i"* 
during  a  period  of  thirty-four  yeara  after  the  wpy 
xation  of  the  Government  they  were  actuslly  deitt^ 
(Vide  the  Appendix.)  From  this  circmMtasMi  i» 
public  or  private  inconvenienee  has  been  orewr  «■ 
be  sustained)  because  our  printed  journals Sf* 
in  evidence  in  all  courts  of  justice,  in  the  wtm  wtmam 
if  the  originals  were  produced. 

The  Senator  from  Loui^na  has  discovered  tail  ij 
keep"  oteans  both  "  to  record"  and  *•  to  pw**"; 
But  can  you  give  this,  or  sny  other  word  la  the  Enp* 
language,  two  diatinct  and  independent  meaniafiit  M 
;  same  time,  as  applied  to  the  name  subject*  I 
From  the  imperfection  of  human  language,  fnmatt*- 
possibility  of  baring  appropriate  words  to  •^P'^  ^JJ 
idea,  the  same  word,  as  applied  to  different 
hss  a  variety  of  significations.    As  applied  to 
subject,  it  cannot,  at  the  aame  time,  convey 
meanings.    In  the  constitution  it  must  mean  ettber 
writedown,"  or  "to  preserve."   It  cannot  •»"JJ~ 
significations.    Let  Senators,  then,  take 
Ifit  ligniHes  "to  write  down,"  »a  it  unqoestioasbljrmw. 
what  becomes  of  the  constitutional  iiyundioa  to 
seive*   The  truth  is,  that  (he  constitution  hssawpf* 
vided  whst  shall  be  done  with  the  roaniiseriptjfl^ 
after  it  baa  aerred  the  purposes  for  which  ii  '"J"*: 
into  existence.    When  tt  has  been  published  to  weFT 
pie  of  (he  United  States,  for  wbnae  use  i(  "•■"f^ 
to  be  kept,  sfter  it  ha*  thus  been  perpetuated, 
hsvebeen  fumisbcd  with  the  mcMW  of  joarVf 


paUie  OMsdoetof  their  public  ser*wts,Itcnsei  UM 
an  object  of  the  lewt  importance.    Whether  rtj« 
thrown  into  the  garret  of  the  Capitol,  with  "f^ 
himber,  or  be  destroyed.  Is  a  matter  of  no  P«"*f^ 
est.    It  haa  probably  never  once  been 
hiatory  of  oar  Government.    If  it  should 
mined  to  be  a  violation  of  the  constitBtton  to  w**^ 
or  destroy  this  manuaeript  Journal,  H  HNWt  be  »p«^ 
ferent  principle*  from  thoee  which  have 
In  tbli  debate.   Mv  own  ^ipre«iloa  in 
fruneri  nf  the  oocR^M^yll^l^i^gC^  ^ 
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josm^  •  ooMtnictive  duty  maj  be  implied  froni  tbis 
DfiliBgiid,  whieb  would  Torbid  tu  to  obliterate  or  deMray 
h.  Under  tbit  imprcMion,  I  dwuld  vote*  u  1  did  twen- 
ty  y«ara  ago,  in  tbe  Legialitare  of  Penniylnnia*  igaiiut 
any  propoaition  actuklly  to  expunBT  any  part  of  the  jour- 
Ml.  But,  wmiving  this  unprofitable  diacuinon,  let  ui 
proceed  to  the  real  point  in  conirover^. 

b  any  aucb  proceeding  aa  that  of  actually  expuiig.ng 
tbe  journal  proposed  by  tlie  rcaolution  of  the  Senator 
from  Misaourif  I  answer,  no  such  tltinj;.  If  the  cunsti- 
iBtioa  had,  in  express  terms  directed  us  to  record  and 
to  preaervea  journal  of  our  proceeding*,  there  it  nothing 
in  the  resolution  nav  before  us,  which  would  be  incon- 
Mtent  wiih  such  a  proviaiun. 

I«  the  drawing  uf  a  black  line  around  the  resolution  of 
(he  Senate  of  March,  1834,  to  obliterate  nr  to  deface  it^ 
Oo  the  contrary,  is  it  not  to  render  it  more  conspicuous — 
to  place  it  in  bo!d  relief— to  give  it  a  promlntnce  in  the 
public  view  beyond  any  other  proceeding  of  this  body  in 
past,  and,  I  trust,  in  all  future  timef   If  the  a'gDmeiit  of 
Senators  were,  not  that  we  have  no  power  to  obliterate, 
bot  that  tbe  Senate  possessed  no  power  to  render  one 
portion  of  tbe  journal  more  conspicuous  than  another,  it 
wtraU  have  had  much  greater  force.    Why,  lir,  by 
oieaitt  «rf  thia  very  proceeding,  that  portion  oi  our  jour< 
nal  apo«  which  it  operates  will  be  rescued  from  a  slum- 
Iwr  mtuA  would  otherwise  have  been  eternal,  and  fac 
similes  of  ibe  original  resolution,  without  a  word  or  a  let< 
ler  defiieed,  will  be  circuUted  over  tbe  whole  Union. 

Bati  air,  this  resolution  also  directs  that  across  the 
face  o(  the  condemnatory  reaotution  there  shall  be  writ- 
ten by  tbe  Secretaiy,  **  Expunged  by  order  61  the  Sen- 
ate, this  d»y  cf  — — ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

1837," 

Will  this  obliterate  any  part  of  the  original  resolution? 
irit  does,  tbe  duly  of  the  Sesrelary  will  be  perfumed 
iaavery  bunging  manner.   No  such  thing  is  intend* 
rd.   It  woakl  be  easy  to  remove  every  scruple  from 
every  mind  upon  this  subject,  by  amending  tite  resolu- 
tion of  the  Scnrtor  frum  Hissnuri,  so  as  to  direct  the 
Breretary  to  perform  his  duty  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to 
obliter4te  any  part  of  the  condemnatory  resolution. 
Such  a  direction,  however,  appearn  to  me  to  be  wholly 
snncceaaary.    The  nature  of  tbe  whole  proceeding  is 
very  plain.    We  now  adopt  a  resolution  expreMtng  our 
•troi^  reprobation  of  the  original  resolulioni  and  for 
this  purpose  we  use  the  word  "expunged,"  as  the 
Btrongent  term  which  we  can  apply.    We  then  direct 
Our  Secretary  to  draw  black  lines  around  it,  and  place 
sach  a  reference  to  our  proceedings  of  this  day  upon  its 
bee,  that  in  all  time  to  come,  whoever  may  inspect  this 
p-tftion  of  our  journid,  will  be  pointed  at  once  to  the 
cecord  of  its  condemnation.    What  lawyer  has  not  ob- 
served npon  the  margin  of  the  judgment  docket,  if  the 
wripnal  judgment  has  been  removed  to  a  superior  court, 
and  tlKre  reversed,  a  minute  of  such  reversal?   In  our 
cditioRS  of  the  statutes,  have  we  not  all  noted  the  repeal 
of  any  of  them  which  may  have  taken  place  at  a  subse- 
quent period?    Who  ever  heard,  in  the  one  case  or  in 
tbe  other,  that  this  was  obliterating  or  destroying  the 
recftrd  or  the  book?   So,  in  this  case,  we  muke  a  mere 
ttferenee  to  our  future  proceeding  upon  the  face  of  the 
tMohHion,  instead  of  the  margpn.    Suppose  we  should 
oaly  repeal  the  obnoxious  resolution,  and  direct  such  a 
reftrrence  to  be  made  upon  its  face:  would  any  Senator 
contend  that  this  would  be  an  obliteration  of  the  jnurnal? 

But  it  has  been  contendeil  that  the  word  ei^punge  Is 
not  the  approptiate  wordi  and  we  have  wrested  it  irom 
its  true  signification,  in  applying  it  to  tbe  present  case. 
Kven  if  thia  allegation  were  correct  the  answer  would 
be  ai  liand-  Tou  might  then  cunviet  us  of  bad  taste,  but 
n'lt  of  a  violation  of  tbe  eonalhution.  On  the  face  u4'  tlie 
rcsobtUuB  we  have  slated  diatbietly  what  wc  mean.  Wc 
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have  directed  tbe  Secretary  in  what  manner  be  shall 
understand  it,  and  we  have  excluded  the  Idea  that  it  It 
our  intention  to  obliterate  or  to  destroy  the  journal* 

But  1  shall  contend  that  tbe  word  ea^pui^  is  tlw 
appropriate  word,  and  that  there  is  not  another  In  the 
English  hnguage  so  precisely  adapted  to  convey  onr 
mt-aiiing.  I  sliall  show  frum  the  highest  literary  and 
parliamentary  authorities,  thnt  this  word  has  acquired  a 
signification  entirely  distinct  frum  that  of  actual  obiitera- 
tion.  Let  me  proceed  immediately  to  this  task.  After 
citing  my  authorities  I  aliall  proceed  with  the  argument. 
First,  then,  for  those  of  a  literary  chsrsetcr.  I  read 
from  Crabbed  Synonymea,  page  140)  and  every  Senator 
will  admit  that  this  is  a  work  of  estublished  reputation. 
If)  sp»k<ng  ttf  the  use  of  the  word  "  expunge,"  the  au< 
thur  ssyc;  When  the  contents  of  a  book  are  in  part  re- 
jtcted,  they  are  aptly  described  as  being  expunged;  in 
(his  manner  the  free-thinking  sects  expunne  every  thing 
from  the  Bible  which  does  not  suit  their  purpose,  or 
tbey  expunge  from  their  creed  what  does  not  humor 
their  pissinns."  The  idea  that  an  actual  obliteration  was 
intended  in  these  cases  would  be  manifestly  absurd.  In 
the  same  page  there  is  a  quotation  from  Mr.  Burke,  to  U- 
lualrate  the  meaning  of  thia  word.  "I  believe,"  aayt' 
he,  *'  that  any  person  who  was  of  age  to  lake  a  part  in 
public  concerns  forty  years  ago  (if  the  intermediate 
space  were  expunged  from  his  memory)  could  hardly 
credit  his  senies  when  he  should  hear  that  an  army  m 
two  hundred  thousand  men  was  kept  up  in  this  island.** 
1  shall  now  cite  Mr.  Jefferson  as  a  litersry  authority.  He 
has  often  been  referred  to  on  this  floor  as  a  stsndard  in 
polities.  For  this  high  authority,  I  am  indebted  to  my 
friend  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Nicbolas.]  In  the  original 
draught  of  tlte  declaration  of  independence  he  uses  the 
word  '*  expunge"  in  following  irannert  "Such  has  been 
the  patient  sufferance  of  these  cnlonieKi  snd  such  is  nov 
tbe  necessity  which  constrains  them  to  expunge  their 
fomwr  systems  of  government."  Although  the  word 
"  alter"  was  afterwards  substilu'ed  for  expunge,  I  pre- 
sume upon  the  ground  that  this  was  too  strong  a  term, 
yf  t  the  change  does  not  detract  from  the  literary  author- 
ity of  the  pnecdent,—Je£erton'»  Corretpondenee,  i/e.  U$ 
vol.  fMtge  17. 

I  prekume  that  1  have  shown  that  (he  word  **ex* 
punge"  has  acquired  a  distinct  metaphorical  meaning  in 
our  literature,  which  excludes  the  idea  of  actual  obliler^ 
Rlion.  If  I  should  proceed  one  step  further,  and  prove 
that,  in  legislative  proceedings,  it  ha*  acquired  the  very 
same  signification,  I  shall  then  have  fully  established  my 
position.  For  this  purpose  I  eite,  first,  "the  Secret 
Proceedings  and  Debates  of  the  Federal  Convention.'* 
In  page  118  we  find  the  following  entriesi  *'0n  motion 
to  expunge  the  chmse  of  the  qualifieallon  as  to  age,  il< 
was  carried— ten  States  against  one."  Againi  *'  On  tbe 
clause  respecting  the  ineitK<bihty  to  any  other  office,  it 
was  muied  thst  the  words  'by  any  particular  Slate* 
be  expunged— four  States  fur,  five  sgainat,  and  two 
divided."  Sn,  page  119:  "  The  last  blank  was  filled  up 
with  one  year,  and  carried— eight  a]C%  two  noe^  one 
divided.** 

*<  Ur.  Pinekney  moved  to  expunge  the  clause— 
sgreed  to,  nem.  eon."  Agsint  "  Mr.  Butler  mpved  to  ex- 
punge the  cUuse  of  the  stipend*— lost  i  seven  againat, 
three  for,  one  divided.**  Agsin,  in  page  157:  "  Mr* 
Pinekney  moved  that  that  part  of  the  clause  which  dis- 
qualifies a  person  from  holding  an  office  in  the  Slate  be 
expunged,  because  the  first  snd  best  characters  in  a 
State  may  thereby  be  deprived  of  a  seat  in  the  national 
council." 

Question  put  to  strike  out  the  words  moved  for,  and 
carried— eight  ayes,  three  noes." 

It  will  thus  be  perceived  that  ip-^  proceedings  of 
the  very  eenviution  wbig»^i,fefm^ttiO0g'l^» 
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der  wh'cli  we  *re  now  p)Terne6,  the  word  **  rxpunffe" 
wai  often  u«ed  in  ita  figuratiTC  aente.  It  wilt  certainlj' 
not  be  MBerted,  or  even  intinnated,  by  any  Senator  here, 
that  when  theae  motions  to  expunge  prevailed,  tbe  worda 
of  the  original  draught  of  the  conatituiion  were  actually 
oblilertted  or  defaced.  The  meaning  is  palpable.  Theae 
provtsiom  were  merely  rejectedt  not  actually  blotted  out. 

But  I  shall  now  produce  i  precedent  precisely  in  poinL 
It  presents  itself  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  of 
Maaaachuaetis,  and  refers  to  the  famous  resolution  of  that 
body  adopted  on  the  I5th  diy  of  June,  1813,  in  reUtion 
to  Ibe  capture  of  the  Briiiah  veasi  1  Peacock  t  denouncing 
tbe  late  war,  and  declaring  that  it  wai  not  becoming 
in  a  mont  and  religious  people  to  eipress  any  appro- 
bation of  military  or  naval  cxploita  wnich  were  not  im- 
nediately  connected  with  the  defrnce  of  our  teacoatt. 
Some  ten  years  afterwards,  k  succeeding  Senate  of  Mas- 
•Bchusetts  adopted  ihe  following  resohiiion: 

*'  Jttiohed,  That  the  aforesaid  resolve  of  the  fifteenth 
day  of  June,  A-  D.  1813,  and  the  preamble  thereof,  be, 
•nd  the  same  are  hereby,  expunged  from  the  journal!  of 
tfa*  Scnftte.** 

It  ia  telf-cvident  tbatf  in  this  caie,  not  the  least  inten- 
tion cvated  of  defacing  the  old  manuscript  journtl. 
The  word  «  expun^*  was  uaed  in  its  figurative  aignifi- 
cation,  just  as  it  is  m  the  case  before  ua,  to  expreaa  the 
strongest  reprobation  o(  the  former  proceeding.  That  j 
proceeding  was  to  be  expunged  solely  by  force  of  the  ' 
aubsequent  resolution,  and  not  by  any  actual  obliteration. 
There  never  waa  any  actual  obtiteration  of  tbe  journal. 

Judging,  then,  from  the  highest  English  authorities, 
from  the  works  of  celebrated  authors  and  statesmen,  and 
fVom  the  proceedings  of  legislative  bodies,  is  it  not  evi- 
dent that  tbe  word  "expunge"  has  acquired  a  distinct 
meaning,  altogether  inconsistent  with  any  actual  oblitera- 
tion? 

All  that  we  liare  heard  about  defacing  and  destiojing 
Ihe  jouma]  are  mere  phantom^  which  have  been  cmjur- 
cd  up  to  terrify  tbe  timid.  We  intend  no  such  thing. 
We  only  mean,  most  strongly,  to  express  our  conviction 
that  the  condemnatory  resolution  ought  never  to  have 
finind  a  place  on  the  journal.  If  more  aulboriiiea  were 
wanted,  I  might  re»r  to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. 
The  present  expunging  resolution  Is  in  exact  conformity 
with  their  instructions  to  their  Senators.  As  a  matter  of 
tiste,  I  cannot  say  that  I  much  admire  their  plan,  though 
I  entertain  no  doubt  that  it  is  perfectly  conalitutional. 
That  State  Is  highly  IHeraryt  and  I  think  I  have  eatablikh- 
cd  that  their  Legislatnre,  when  they  used  ilie  word 
punge,"  without  inlendinff  thereby  to  effect  an  actual  ob- 
Itteration  of  the  journal,  justly  appreciated  the  meaning 
of  the  language  which  they  emplnycd. 

The  word  "expunge"  i%  in  my  opinion,  ihe  only  one 
« titc^  we  could  have  uaed,  clearly  and  forcibly  to  accom- 
nlisb  our  purpose.  Rven  if  it  had  not  been  sanctioned 
ny  practice  as  a  parliamentary  word,  we  ought  ourselves 
lo  have  first  established  the  precedent.  It  suits  the  case 
precisely.  If  you  rescind,  reverse,  or  repeal,  a  resolu- 
tion, yoii  thereby  sdmit  thai  it  once  had  some  constitu- 
tional or  legal  authority.  If  ynu  declare  it  to  have  been 
null  and  void  from  the  beginning,  this  is  but  the  expres- 
sion of  yosr  own  opinion  1  hat  such  was  the  fact.  This 
word  *  expunge"  acts  upon  the  resolution  itself.  It  at  once 
goes  to  its  origin,  and  destroys  its  legal  existence,  as  if  it 
had  never  been.  It  does  not  merely  kill,  but  it  anni- 
hilates. 

Parliamentary  practice  has  changed  the  meaning  of 
several  other  words  from  their  primitive  signification,  in 
ft  mmihir  manner  with  (hat  of  the  word  "expunge."  The 
original  signtfteation  of  the  word  "re-cind"  is  "lo  cut  off." 
Usage  has  made  It  mean.  In  reference  to  a  law  or  reso. 
hitlon,  to  abrogate  or  r«ieal  it.  We  every  day  liear  mo- 
lions  "  to  strike  out."  What  ia  the  Kicral  meaning  ol  this 


expresuon*  The  question  may  be  best  an»ered  by 
asking  another.  If  I  were  to  rr quest  youtoitrikeooti 
line  from  your  letter,  and  you  were  willing  lo  conply  vidi 
my  request,  what  would  be  your  conhiel'  Yoa  voaU 
run  your  pen  tliroughit  tmtnediately.  Tou  woald  Ete^ 
ally  atrike  it  out.  Tet,  whxt  use  do  we  mske  of  iVn 
phrase  every  day  in  our  Irgtolative  proceedin)^?  If  I 
mske  a  motion  to  strike  out  a  section  from  a  bill,  ind  H 
prevails,  the  Secretary  encloses  the  printed  copy  of  it  m 
black  lines,  and  mskea  a  note  on  the  margiii  that  it  im 
been  stricken  out.  The  original  he  never  touches.  Why, 
then,  (.hould  not  ihe  word  *<exf.nnge,"  without obfittn- 
ting  the  proceeding  lo  which  it  i)  dhvctedfSigu^to 
destroy,  as  if  it  never  had  existed  t 

After  all  that  has  been  said,  I  think  I  needieiTedj 
again  recur  to  the  Penmylvaoi*  precedent.  itiieTideat, 
from  the  whole  of  that  proceeding,  that  an  icnul  ex- 
punging of  the  journal  was  intended,  if  it  bad  not  timdj 
been  executed.  I  have  no  recollection  whaleterof  Ifce 
circumstances,  but  1  am  under  a  perfect  convidisMis" 
Ihe  face  of  the  journal,  that  such  was  the  Mliwriwi* 
esse.  I  should  vote  now  as  1  did  then,  after  a ptnMai 
more  than  twenty  yeara.  Both  my  vote,  and  **f 
which  I  Aubiequenily  made  upon  that  occasion,  eriaeilly 
proceeded  upon  this  principle.  The  questioo  """J 
this  manner,  as  It  appears  from  the  journsi:  On  tbe  Ifti 
ofpebruarj-,  1816,  "  The  Speaker  informed  the  Il«« 
that  a  constitutional  qitestiun  being  involved  in  adeciM 
by  him  yesterday,  on  a  motion  to  expunge  cerlim  pro- 
ceedings from  the  journal,  he  was  desirous  of  hsfinj  w 
opinion  of  the  House  on  tbat  decision,"  vis:  "lh»'  * 
majority  can  expunge  from  the  journal  proceedinp  w 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  called."  Nov.m 
no  (race  whatever  sppears  upon  the  journal  of  ^^  V*' 
ceding  day  ol  the  motion  to  which  the  Speaker  refcw,  tl 
is  highly  probable,  nay,  it  is  almost  certain,  'I*'™ 
proceedinga  had  been  actually  expunged  before  bewW 
the  advice  of  the  House. 

No  man  feels  with  more  sensibility  the  necesnty  vbx* 
compels  him  to  perform  an  unkind  act  tonrdi  b« 
brother  Senators  than  myself;  but  we  have  no*  irriTrt 
at  lhat  point  when  imperious  duly  dernindi  thit  te 
should  either  adopt  this  expunging  resolution  or  ibindon 
it  forever.  Already  much  precious  time  haibencm- 
pinyeil  in  its  discussion.  Tlie  moment  has  arrired  vbn 
we  must  act.  Senators  in  the  opposition  console  tbern- 
selves  with  the  belief  that  posterity  will  do  them  Mf' 
should  it  be  denied  to  them  by  the  present  genetsMB. 
They  place  their  own  names  in  the  one  scale,  ind  w" 
in  the  other,  and  flatter  themselves  with  the  hope  \W, 
before  that  tribunal  at  least,  their  weiRht  will  ^rryM- 
derate.  For  my  own  part,  1  am  willing  to  abide  iw 
issue.  I  am  willing  to  be  judged  for  the  vgttwfcw'' 
shall  give  to^ay,  not  only  by  tbe  present,  bet  hyw"'' 
generations,  should  my  obscure  name  ever  bemeswos" 
in  after<times.  After  the  pasrion*  and  prrjudiceiofiK 
present  moment  riiall  have  subsided,  and  the  imput^ 
historian  shall  record  the  proceeding  of  this  day,  h* 
say  that  the  distinguished  men  who  pawed  the  resoluii* 
condemning  Ihe  President  were  urged  on  to  the  »ci  oj 
a  desire  to  occupy  the  high  places  in  the  Govfminrt'i 
that  an  ambilt<.n,  noble  In  itself,  but  not  »'«'7,'!^ 
lated,  had  obscured  their  judgment,  and  imp^edilw 
to  the  adoption  of  s  measure  unjust,  illegal,  and  aw*" 
stilutional)  that,  in  order  to  vindicate  both  tbe  * 
tion  and  the  President,  we  were  justified  in  P""]?^ 
expunging  resolution,  and  thns  stsmping  the  roflur 
proceeding  with  our  strongest  disapprobalion,  . 

1  rejoice  in  the  belief  tbat  thia  promises  to  be ««« 
the  last  highly  exciting  questions  of  the  present  *f- 
During  the  period  of  General  Jackson's  civil  "(li^^; 
tion,*what  has  he  not  done  fSP  «Kf^ JMri»"  P^f! 
During  this  period,  hez|iii>>t&MlifaM^Wult 
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to  Kttle,  both  «t  home  and  abroad— 
Ltg^ioM  wUcb  aroufled  more  intcmely  the  paniou  of 
BfM— than  any  of  hia  prrdeoeaion.  Tbey  are  now  all 
Mapilf  eadcdi  except  the  one  vbieh  ve  Aatl  this  dajr 
branff  IB  a  cloae— 

*  And  all  Um  cloudi  ihil  lowered  upon  our  bauM 
Id  Ibi  deapbtMom  of  the  oceut  tMinsd." 

coonlry  now  enjoys  abundant  proaperily  at  hoin<>, 
wh'UM  it  ii  reipected  and  admired  by  foreiffn  nation*. 
Ahb»igb  (be  wavea  may  yet  be  in  aome  agitation  fr«m 
the  effect  of  the  ttorma  through  which  we  have  paued, 
jtl  I  think  I  cao  perceive  the  rainbow  of  peace  extend- 
Mf  'rtaelf  aeroai  the  firmament  of  hnren. 

Should  the  Bextadrntnistralion  pursue  the  same  course 
«r  policy  with  the  presenti  should  it  dispense  eqwal  jus- 
fieelo  all  portions  and  all  interests  of  the  Union,  without 
aaoifidnr  anyj  should  it  be  conducted  with  prudence 
Mwith  finnnes),  and  I  doubt  not  but  that  this  wilt  be  the 
«m,  we  ahsll  bereafler  enjoy  compiratiTe  peace  and 
day.  This  will  be  ihe  precious  fniit  of  the 
wgy,  the  toilf,  and  the  wisdom  of  the  pilot  who  has 
«m*Kled  US  in  safety  through  the  storms  of  his  lem- 
fMeoas  adainiitration. 

I  ua  now  prepared  for  the  question.    (  ahall  TOte  for 
~*'^**»'>.  but  not  cheerfully.    I  recret  the  neces- 
mj  whdn^iit  for  passing  it|  but  I  believe  that  impe- 
r"!  ""V  Jeminda  its  adoption.    If  I  know  my  own 
'  aa  tmiy  la^  that  I  am  not  actuated  by  any  de- 
■»  »>  ohlain  a  miserable,  petty,  peraonal  triumph, 
•nerrornyself,  or  for  the  President  of  the  United 
wef  lay  aswciates  upon  this  floor. 
»■«  iww  ready  to  record  my  vote,  and  thus,  in  the 
WJwmwi  language  of  Senators  in  the  opposition,  to 
one  of  the  executioners  of  the  condemnatory 
remftilinn. 

Jppa^ix  lo  Mr.  MaehoMm'a  ipeeeA. 
Ornct  llovai  or  RBraisiirraTiTaa  U.  S., 

Jpril  6.  1836. 

(entered  thisoffieea youth,  under  John  Beckley,  who 
the  firat  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repreaentatives  un- 
•rihe  preaent  eonslitution  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  and 
■ko^in  the  year  1807. 

During  the  recess  of  Congress,  he  put  me  at  what  was 
tflmed  **  recording  the  journiil**  of  the  preceding  ars- 
■iod,  which  was  lo  write  it  nff*  from  the  printed  copy 
Wo  a  targe  bound  vdume.  I  inquired  of  him  why  it 
>iB  that  it  was  copied,  when  there  were  so  many  printed 
ttpies'  He  answered,  that  the  printed  cnpiea  would 
finbably,  in  time,  diiappear  from  uae»  flic.,  the  large 
iMBscrtpt  volume  wouM  not. 

The  *'  rough  journal,"  a*  it  was  then  termed,  aiwl  is 
HiH  termed,  being  the  original  rough  draught  read  in 
Ac  House  on  the  rooming  after  Ihe  day  of  which  it  nar- 
Ites  the  proceedings  vas  not,  and  had  not  from  the 
Wginning,  been  preserved.  I  inquired  the  reason,  and 
viaanswered,  that  the  printed  copy  was  the  official 
cvpj,  as  it  wjs  printed  under  the  ofBcial  order  of  the 
Roosei  and  aa  errors,  whidi  were  aometimea  discoirerrd 
is  the  rough  joumat,  were  eorreeted  in  the  proofs  uf  the 
printed  copy,  the  printed  copy  was  the  most  correct} 
indthsl,  therefore,  there  was  no  use  in  lumbering  the 
»fl)ee  with  the  "  rough  journal,"  after  it  bad  been 
prir.ted. 

Tvo  oT  Mr.  Beckley'^  immediate  successors  in  office, 
Mr.  Hsgmder  and  Mr.  DuuKhertr,  viewed  the  miller 
H  Mr.  Brckley  viewed  it.  I  know  Ihe  fact  from  having 
cafled  tbeir  attention  to  the  subject.  I  onen  reflected 
apoa  the  subject,  and  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  proper  that 
the  rough  joamal"  ahouM  be  preaerved,  altlwugh  I 
flwU  not  aee  any  purpose  whatever  to  be  answered  by 


dmngao.  I  often  conversed  with  the  clerkaofthe  office 
upon  the  subject)  but,  as  we  were  only  aubordinate^  the 
praeliee  was  not  changed  till  the  lat  aesrion  of  the  18th 
Congreaa.  (1833-'S4,T  when  I  determined,  without  eon* 
autting  my  auperior,  that  the  **  rough  journal"  should  no 
longer  be  thrown  away,  but  be  preserved  and  bound  in 
volumes)  and  it  has  been  regularly  preserved  and  bound 
ainee. 

Witfa  great  reapeet,  I  am,  nr,  your  obedient  aervant. 

8.  BURCH. 

Colonel  Waltkk  S.  PvaitKiis, 

Ckrk  Boutt  of  Jt^rtientalivea  U.  S. 

When  Mr.  UucaAjraN  had  t^ken  his  aeat, 
H'.  BAYARD  rose  and  said  that,  notwithstanding  he 
bad  not  before  had  an  opportunity  of  expressing  his 
opinion  on  tite  subject  now  under  discussion,  yet  he 
should  have  been  unwilling  at  Ibis  late  hour  to  have 
trespassed  on  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Senate,  had 
he  not  felt  il  to  be  a  duty  which  he  owed  to  bimaelf  and 
to  bis  imnMdiale  conalituenta  to  contend  and  protest 
against  a  measure  which  he  believed  to  be  a  violation  of 
the  constitution.  1  aay,  sir,  constituents,  for,  in  my  the- 
ory  of  this  Oovernmen*,  we  are  all  Ihe  repreaentatives 
of  the  people,  though  chosen  after  a  different  manner. 
Every  infraction  of  the  constitution,  however  unimpor- 
tant it  may  appear  in  ita  immediate  eonaequencei^  tentia 
to  dimini^  the  general  confidence  in  the  atability  of  our 
Government,  and  the  general  attachnent  to  it;  and  as  the 
people  of  the  State  1  have  the  honor  in  p  <rt  to  represent 
are  devotedly  attached  lo  that  instrument,  and  feel  that 
their  ptilitical  existence  is  incorporated  with  it,  ihit  in  it 
they  live,  ami  move,  and  have  tbeir  being  as  a  political 
community,  I  say,  air,  it  is  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  them 
to  contend  to  the  uttermost  of  my  ability  against  what- 
ever thus  incidentally  sIFeetB  them.  It  ia  a  duty,  loo^ 
which  I  owe  to  myaelf.  as  I  have  a  personal  intereat  in 
whatrver  affecta  the  character  and  honor  of  this  body,  of 
which  I  am  a  humble  member. 

I  have  no  intention,  Ur.  President,  to  inquire  into  Ihe 
motives  which  may  lead  gentlemen  to  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution.  The  motives  of  every  man  are  his  indt. 
vidual  property!  and  as  his  action  here,  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  is  under  the  sanction  of  an  oath,  they  involve  a 
responsibility  fmly  to  hia  conscienee  and  his  God.  I  can- 
not say,  sir,  that  the  act  which  ia  now  required  to  be 
done  ta  a  aacrifiee  to  the  Moloch  of  party  apirit.  1  can- 
not ssy  that  it  is  a  homage  to  an  idol  reaembling  that 
which  the  Chinese  pays  to  his  household  god  when  he 
burns  before  it  a  little  piece  of  gilt  paper  as  the  humble 
offering  of  his  piety  and  adoration.  Nur  can  I  say,  air, 
IhHt  it  is  intended  to  smooth  the  mane  and  calm  the  roar 
of  the  lion-  All  theae  viewa  belong  to  the  clasa  of  mo- 
ttvea  with  which  1  have  notliing  to  do-  But,  air,  I  have 
something  to  say  and  something  lo  do  with  the  doctrines 
advanced  and  the  acts  done  here,  which  become  part  of 
(he  common  stock.  If  it  seems  from  the  nature  of  the 
act  done,  and  from  the  insufficiency  of  Ihe  reasons  given 
fur  it,  lo  he  an  act  of  homage  at  the  footstool  of  execu- 
tive power,  I  have,  then,  a  peraonal  interest  in  the  mat- 
ter, which  not  only  justifies  my  doing  so,  but  makes  it 
a  matter  of  duty  to  express  my  opinions  as  well  as  to  re- 
cord my  vote.  And,  sir,  it  becomes  the  more  necessary 
and  proper  to  express  those  opinions,  since  if  this  prin- 
ciple of  expunciioii  be  adopted,  1  have  no  security  that 
the  record  of  that  vote  may  not  be  destroyed,  if  hereafter 
it  should  become  expedient  to  give  to  the  reaolutiun  the 
appearance  of  unanimous  approbation. 

What  is  it,  sir,  we  are  called  upon  tu  do?  A  man  may 
do  wrong  unwittingly,  and  we  must  take  care  to  have  a 
clear  and  precise  idea  of  llie  act  to  be  done.  In  words, 
sir,  we  are  called  upon  to  expnneMrom  the  journal  a 
certain  rewdution,  but  Indif^fij^;A^^^|g)i@»4i^B  rec- 
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ord.   The  now  «ind  vhieh  might  conteoipltte  the  one 

propontion  with  indifference,  would  regMd  the  other 
with  horror.  To  a  mind  recfclcit  or  eoniequencet, 
which  bu  no  future,  which  looks  only  to  the  preaent, 
Rnd  viewi  every  tot  as  an  insuUted  event,  having  no  re- 
lation lo  what  haa  preoeded,  and  no  influence  on  what  ii 
to  follow,  to  expunge  fi-om  a  journal  may  teem  a  very 
hannlets  act.  But,  sir,  even  such  a  mind  might  be. 
broaght  to  revolt  with  disgust  from  the  lame  measure* 
when  U  imported  the  suppression  of  the  truth,  or  the 
Bsaertion  of  a  fulsehood .  The  approaches  of  crime  are 
tteallhy  and  myiterious;  the  assassin  wesrs  his  mask)  vice 
pays  to  virtue  the  homage  of  assuming  her  formt  the 
lEnsve  puts  on  the  cloak  uf  religiont  (he  demagogue  be* 
comes  the  friend  rtf  the  people.    It  becomes,  then,  my 

Siurpose  to  show  that  to  expunge  from  the  journal  is  tu 
sliify  a  record. 

Lft  me  now  draw  the  attention  of  (he  Senate  to  (he 
tenni  of  (he  refoIu(ion.  It  professes  to  set  forth  the  act 
to  be  done,  an  1  the  reasons  for  doing  it.  And  first,  sir, 
at  to  the  act  itself.    It  is  described  in  these  terms: 

**  Haohed,  That  the  said  resolve  be  expunjjed  from 
the  journal,  and  for  that  purpose  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Senate  may  appoint,  shall 
bring  the  manuscript  journal  of  the  Msaion  of  1833-'4 
Into  the  Senate,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  draw 
black  lines  ruund  the  said  resolTe*  and  write  across  the 
bee  thereof,  in  strong  letters,  the  following  words:  Ex- 

piinged  by  order  of  the  Senate,  this    day  of 

 ,  in  the  ye«r  of  our  I^rd  1836.*' 

Nothing  C3n  be  more  explicit  in  its  terms.  The  act 
to  be  done  is  to  expunge.  The  first  member  of  the 
■entence  conveys  the  whole  tdeai  and  if  the  resolution 
had  ato)iped  there,  with  the  simple  asiertion  that  an  ex- 
punction  should  take  place,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt 
that  the  Secretary  would  have  been  authorized  to  blot 
out  or  erase  from  the  journal  the  objectionable  passage. 
The  Senalpr  from  PennS)lvania  [Mr.  BtrcBAtriit]  haa 
gone  into  a  critical  examination  of  the  meaning  of  ihe 
term  expunge,  and  has  f>iven  us  various  iiislancei  of  its 
use  in  B  metaphorical  sense,  and  conclude))  that,  because 
the  word  may  be  used  metaphorically,  it  is  in  this  in- 
stance a  harmless  metaphor.  In  all  its  uses,  whether 
literal  or  metaphorical,  it  imports  deslructioni  and  (he 
beauty  and  force  of  the  metaphor  in  every  instance  de- 
pends on  the  precise  meaning  of  its  literal  acceptation. 
The  term  expUTige  meana  literally  to  wipe  out,  which 
imports  destruction)  or,  in  oiher  words,  it  imports  that 
something  which  has  an  existence  shall  cease  to  exiat. 
Whether  (be  term  is  at  any  lime  used  literally  ur  meta- 
phorically, will  depend  on  the  subject-matter  to  wb'ch 
It  is  applied.  Thus,  in  some  of  the  instances  given  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvanis,  as  in  the  one  **  to  ex- 
punge our  sins,"  no  doubt  the  word  is  used  metaphori- 
cally t  but  does  not  ihc  whole  force  and  value  of  the  ex- 
pression depend  on  its  literal  meaning,  and  import  that 
those  sins  shall  cease  to  have  a  moral  existence  as  rea- 
sons for  (he  Divine  vengeance?  And  when  used  as  ap- 
plicable (o  a  aec(ian  of  a  bill,  which  is  another  instance 
given  by  the  Senator,  does  it  not  mean  that  such  section 
shall  cease  to  hsve  existence^ 

The  Senator  asks  whether,  if  a  resolution  passed  that 
a  section  of  a  bill  should  be  expunged,  the  Secretary 
would  proceed  to  obliterate  it?  I  answer,  that  from  the 
method  of  our  proceedings  it  is  not  necetaary  fur  him  lo 
erase  every  word,  because  the  purpose  is  efTeclually  an- 
swered by  d.'awing  his  black  lines  across  if,  or  simply 
writing  upon  itsface  the  word  "expunged,*'  for  in  effect  it 
becomes  so,  by  ceasing  to  have  any  legal  ezistencet  and 
if  such  bill  were  ordered  (o  be  engrossed  for  a  (bird 
resiling,  the  section  thus  expungeJ  would  be  nmilted  in 
tite  engrossment,  as  if  it  had  never  existed.  But  the  au- 
thority conferred  upon  him  by  such  •  resolutioD  is  liter- 


ally to  erase  every  word  of  the  teetion.  Saeti,  tWo,  li 
Ihe  case  when  the  word  ia  used  in  relation  to  a  put  «f 
the  journal,  and  becomes  his  duty  to  blot  oat  orobGt». 
ate  from  its  face  the  passage  ordered  to  be  eipasgti 
But  it  is  said  that  the  present  rraolution  does  not  cos. 
template  an  actual  expunction  or  obliteration  oflbe  pii> 
sage,  but  merely  a  typical  one.  And  Senators  seek  to 
reconcile  themselves  to  this  measure  by  such  a pbj  upas 
words.  A  typical  expunction!  To  get  rid  of  tbcMfh* 
ittry  at  otice,  let  me  ask  whether  i  journal  is  BStltM 
evidence  of  a  faet,  u,  for  instance,  thepasNseofs 
particular  resolution,  and  whether  to  expunge  fromthe 
journal  that  resolution  is  not  to  destroy  the  evidence  of 
the  fact  that  such  a  resolution  had  been  adopted'  If, 
then,  you  have  the  right  to  expunge,  and  da»ctuftl);(l^ 
dare  that  a  passage  shall  be  expunged,  does  it  ml  far 
all  legal  purposes  suppress  (he  evidence  of  the  btl,  ■» 
matter  what  the  manner  of  expunction  may  be,  vbeihtf 
by  erasing,  by  blotting  out,  or  by  writing  (he*onl"ex* 
punged"  over  its  face?  Could  the  Sccretafy  certify, 
after  the  adoption  of  the  expunging  resolution,  tbit 
such  a  pauage  existed  on  the  journal'  If  lie  veTecsn. 
ed  upon  to  publish  a  new  edition  of  the  journal,  vmU 
he  have  a  right  to  insert  the  passage  expunged?  Itii 
in  vain  that  the  assertion  ii  made  that  the  printed  «<l< 
umea  would  be  evidence  of  the  fact.  The  printed 
umes  are  only  prima  faele  evidence,  and  sdmitied  liir 
, convenience,  but  could  never  starvd  against  a  stoa 
copy  of  the  journal.  There  is  then,  for  all  ihepM- 
poses  for  which  a  journal  is  kept,  namely,  as  evidcM* 
of  a  particular  transaction,  no  difFerence  between  sn  «■ 
mat  and  a  typical  expunction.  That  in  the  present  i*- 
stance  no  grave  and  immediate  consequence  liTcciiit 
individual  rights  ia  to  follow,  does  not  aher  the  cask 
The  principle  asserted  in  the  resolution  is,  that  tbeiigU 
lo  expunge  exists,  the  mode  of  doing  it  isofnoeoDK* 
quencri  and  1  will  show  presently  lhat  the  exercittof 
such  a  power  is  not  only  unconstitutional,  btit  nu^bc 
attended  with  the  most  important  and  direct  inHueoee 
on  the  personal  rights  of  individuals.  The  natural  ifl' 
port  and  the  necessary  legal  effect  of  thephrsie"«^ 
punge  from  (be  journal,"  is  to  destroy  the  evidcaeesf 
the  fact  expunged,  whether  it  be  used  literally  or  actt* 
phoricalty. 

Having  thus  ascertained  the  meaning  of  thewori"ei' 
punge"  and  the  efTect  of  any  mode  of  expunction  '1* 
question  arises  whether  the  Senate  poiseases  mj 
power  over  its  journal.  Has  it  the  right  to  deitror  ll>> 
evidence  of  a  particular  transaction,  for  the  jounnl  • 
not  only  the  highest  evidence,  but  the  only  erideBeeoi 
the  fact?  A  journal  ia  a  daily  record,  as  contradidi* 
guished  from  a  temporary  memorandum.  But  it  it  cos* 
tended  that,  though  a  record,  it  is  not  a  permanent  os^ 
being  of  value  only  until  it  is  published!  after  wbidi,* 
becomes  mere  waste  p»per.  Is  this  proposition  tnie- 
For  if  it  be,  then,  so  far  as  this  particulsr  esse  it 
cerned,  there  is  an  end  of  the  question.  The  Isnfwg* 
of  the  constitution  is,  "that  each  House  shall  ktcp/ 
journal  of  its  procecdinga,  and  from  time  to  Um  pw|* 
lish  the  same."  Resort  has  been  had  to  the  oMwnfM 
the  word  "  keep,**  as  importing  preservation,  to  ilioe«» 
the  eont(ituti<in  contemplated  a  permanent,  s«I  wij 
temporary  record.  Bui  I  admit  tliat  the  word  "^P. 
does  not  necessarily  imply  permanent  preser'll''^' 
may  mean  preservation  for  a  temporary  purpose.  Tit 
word  "keep,"  like  every  other  word  in  the  lan|iui|e» 
must  depend  for  its  meaning  on  the  manner  in  vl**^ 
is  used,  on  the  subject-matter  to  which  it  is  sppiW' 
Words  are  but  signs  of  ideas,  and  it  is  one  of  the  wp^ 
feciiuns  of  language,  that  it  ofleii  expresses  too  ■''f^* 
too  little,  while  felicity  in  its  use  consists  in  lb«cw«< 
of  those  terms  which  convey  ^tljer  the  simple 
plex  ide.  with  pre^fflfed^S^agfe"^ 
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»  whole  tentenee,  for  •  elm  of  idetit  »  in  the  fumilUr 
IM  of  this  rery  nne.  1'hti»,  to  keep  a  hone  may  not 
merely  metn  that  he  ii  fed,  and  curried,  and  stabled, 
bot  that  he  is  rodet  m,  where  the  conversation  being 
ArnxX  the  penonal  habit  of  any  one  in  relation  lo  ezer- 
MC,  it  should  be  remarked  of  him  he  keeps  a  horse,  the 
tern  imports  both  pretenralion  and  use.  So  in  the 
phrase  "keep  acov/*  the  use  fur  which  she  iskeptiaim- 
pfied,  as  if  a  housekeeper  were  asked,  *'  Da  you  buy 
jnurnntkr"  and  should  reply,  "No,  I  kepp  a  cow,"  it 
)m porta  not  only  thst  she  is  fed  and  taken  care  of,  but 
ttiat  she  is  milked,  and  her  milk  -consumed  by  the  fami- 
ly. So,  "  keep  a  carriage**  does  not  merely  mean  that  a 
eaniaKe  is  locked  up  in  the  houK,  bot  that  it  is  used. 
'Veep  bouse"  imports  the  burden  of  household  dutie^t  as 
■^eeplarem** imports  the  duty  of  receivinir  and  attending 
to  guests.    Hiere  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  the  plirase 

keep  a  journal"  means  to  make  anil  preserve  one. 
But  still  the  question  arises  as  to  the  length  of  that  pres- 
erration;  and  it  is  contended  that  the  subsequent  in- 
taoction  to  publish  indicates  tt  once  the  purpose  and 
le^th  of  preservation.  Is  this  truef  The  words  are 
"keep and  publish, **not*'keep in  ordertopubttsh."  But 
VHsii^  all  verbal  criticism,  let  me  remark  that  a  con- 
Bl!ilatti»iB  merely  a  collection  of  principlesi  and  in  or- 
der to  ascertain  the  f'irce  and  meaning  of  any  term,  it 
is  necessary  to  attend  to  the  object  of  the  provision,  and 
tbe  prmctpfe  connected  with  it.  What,  (hen,  sir,  are 
the  purposes  for  which  a  journal  ia  to  be  keptf  1  do 
ttet  pretend  to  give  them  all,  but  some  of  them,  as 
drawn  fram  the  constitution  ittelfi  and  it  will  (hen  be 
•BCD  whether  such  purposes  are  of  a  temporary  or  per- 
naneat  character,  and,  by  consequence,  whether  the 
Jawnal  is  intended  to  be  a  permanent  or  temporary  rec- 
ord* In  the  6rst  place,  i(  is  intended  to  record  the 
daj  oa  which  a  bill  Has  been  presented  to  the  President 
ftr  bit  approbation,  and  the  day  on  which  Congress  ad- 
jsornedt  for  on  these  two  facts  may  depend  the  validity 
ef  a  law.  Thus  the  seventh  section  of  thcfirst  article 
of  the  eoastitution,  it  is  providedi 

•*  Every  bill  wMeh  sfialt  have  passed  the  House  of 
Bepreaentativea  and  the  Senate  shall,  before  it  become  a 
kw,  1^  presented  to  (he  President  of  the  United  Statest 
tfbe  approve,  he  shall  sign  It)  but  if  not,  he  shall  return 
it,  with  bia  objections,  to  the  House  in  which  it  origina- 
ted, ttc  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  Presi- 
deat  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  af\er  it  shall 
hawe  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  become  a  law, 
iaiike  manner  as  if  he'had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress, 
by  their  adjoumnent,  prevent  its  retarn;  in  which  case, 
ilaball  Albealaw.** 

Here  it  one  pemanent  purpose,  as  enduring  as  the  law 
itself. 

In  the  second  place,  it  is  Intended  to  record  the  fact 
of  oaeaibership  in  this  body,  the  Senate  being  the  judge, 
And  Mttltng  the  question  of  membership  in  cases  of  con- 
tested eleetion,  by  the  express  provitton  of  the  fifth  see- 
lion  of  the  first  article  of  (he  constitution.  And  (bis  was 
dosw  in  Um  ease  of  the  venersble  and  distinguished  Sen- 
sloe  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Rosaiirs.]  Hu  not  he, 
awl  bas  not  his  State,  a  permanent  interest  in  that  de- 
cistOB^  and  in  the  evidence  by  which  it  is  established' 
Jkfsd  is  not  the  journal  the  highest  and  the  only  evidence 
of  that  fact?  Suppose,  ^r.  It  should  become  expedient 
at  mmy  iiase  to'  expai^  audi  a  dedsion,  what  would  be. 
aosM  of  the  right*  of  the  Senator  tram  Rhode  Island,  if 
a  cwmpetitor  were  to  present  himself  here  for  bis  seat, 
vith  fresh  credentials  from  his  State  f 

im  the  third  place,  it  is  intended  to  record  the  pres- 
ence of  a  quorum  at  the  opening  of  each  session  of  Con- 
gress, as  well  as  to  ascertain  the  fact  that  Congress  did 
swssmh  ie  on  the  constitutional  day  for  its  meeting.  The 
journal  always  opens  with  a  stateineat  of  the  names  of 


those  who  assembled,  when  it  is  once  ascertained  that  a 
quorum  is  present;  it  la  sRerwards  taken  for  granted 
that  they  perform  their  duty,  and  are  always  present, 
unless  the  contrary  is  made  to  appeal-  But  if  it  so  hap- 
pened that  no  quorum  was  present,  or  that  Congress 
had  assembled  before  it  bad  a  legal  right  to  do  so,  the 
laws  passed  under  such  circutnstaneea  would  be  merely 
void.  This,  certainly,  is  a  mstter  of  permanent  impor- 
tance. 

In  the  fourth  place,  it  is  intended  to  record  the  action 
of  this  body  on  the  conduct  of  its  members,  aa  in  the  in- 
stance of  the  punishment  of  any  of  them  for  disorderly 
behaviour.  Suppose  the  ease  of  the  expulsion  of  a  mem- 
ber: will  not  the  right  of  the  Stste  from  which  he  comes 
to  send  a  successor  depend  on  the  fact  of  ezpulsionf 
And  eould  you,  by  expunging  the  resolution  of  ezpul> 
sion,  restore  him  to  his  seat'  And  yet,  if  you  destroy 
the  evidence  of  the  espulsion,  is  there  any  thing  to  in- 
validate his  rights  as  established  by  his  credentials  nben 
he  first  took  his  seat>  Suppose  he  was  elected  for  six 
years,  and  you  expel  him  at  the  expiration  of  the  aecond, 
and  then  expunge  the  resolution  of  expulnon,  bow  would 
it  be  possible  toeontett  his  right  to  aseat  for  the  remain- 
ing four  yean' 

In  the  ftfth  place,  it  is  intended  to  ascertain  the  fact  of 
your  organization  as  a  court  of  impeachment,  and  the. 
judp^ment  passed  on  the  ofFcnder.  That  judgment  may 
exfend  to  a  removal  from  ofRce,  and  a  disqualification  (o 
bold  and  enjoy  any  oHice  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit, 
which  in  its  nature  is  perpetual,  and  is  excepted  out  of 
the  pardoning  power  which  it  given  to  the  President  in 
all  other  cases. 

In  the  sixth  and  last  place  which  I  mean  to  adrert  to, 
it  is  intended  to  record  the  votes  of  members  on  mat- 
ters of  moment,  that  they  may  be  held  to  their  respon- 
sibility for  pernicious  measures.  And  hence  tt  ia  ex- 
pressly provided,  in  the  fifth  section  of  the  first  article, 
*'  that  (he  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either  House 
on  any  question  shall,  at  the  deure  of  one  fifth  of  those 
present,  be  entered  on  the  Jotimal."  Has  not  every  in- 
dividnal  a  peraonal  and  pennanent  intereat  in  (he  ree* 
ord,  for  good  or  for  evilf  This  last  purpose  haa  refer- 
ence to  the  great  principle  on  which  republican  govern- 
ment ia  founded — the  responsibility  of  the  representa- 
tive lo  his  constituents.  From  a  consideration,  then,  of 
the  purposes  for  which  a  journal  is  to  be  kept,  it  is  ap- 
parent that  it  is  intended  to  be  a  permanent  and  not  a 
tfmporary  record.  None  of  those  purposes  would  be 
eiTectually  answered  by  the  merepublie<ition  of  the  jour- 
nal. They  are  matters  of  fkct,  of  which  the  journal,  I 
mean  the  manuscript  journal,  is  the  highest  evidence, 
and  the  only  evidence  where  recourse  is  had  to  ii,  for 
any  legul  purpose.  To  expunge  this  record  is  to  de-  , 
slroy  the  evidence  of  a  fact)  to  falsify  history,  and  verify 
the  remark  of  tiie  satirical  Frenchman,  that  history  is 
nothing  bot  conventional  fables.  Let  me  add,  in  rela- 
ttoo  to  thb  matter,  that  the  tupjiremh  veri  differs  noth- 
ing in  point  of  morality  from  the  ail^atiofabi,  and  that  it 
would  be  aa  hard  to  maintain  that  you  have  a  right  to  sup- 
press the  evidence  of  a  fact  which  had  occurred  in  your 
proceedings,  as  to  maintain  that  you  have  (he  right  toaa- 
sert  a  bet  upon  your  joarxul  which  never  had  any  exist- 
ence. But  ithas  been  conteoded  by  some,  that,  becsusa 
we  have  the  custody  of  the  journal,  we  have  the  riglit  io 
do  arith  tt  what  we  please.  And  does  cutfody  import  tbe 
right  of  destruction?  Wilt  it  becontended  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  who  has  the  custody  of  your  laws  and 
treaties,  and  even  of  the  constitution  Itself,  has,  from 
that  circumstance,  the  right  to  blot  out  sectiona  from 
your  laws,  articles  from  your  treaties,  and  paragraphs 
from  your  constitution)  that  he  has  the  right  to  mutilate 
and  destroy  the  records  of  the  nattoti?  In  coUMdering 
'  his  right  of  expunction,  the  question  is  not  ^)tether  lUo 
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■ubtUnceof  tbt  rctohition  pn^KMcd  to  be  expunged  w 
tniet  but  whether  tueb  •  reioluiioa  wu  sdoptcdi  that  U 
the  point  of  bUtory.  The  ewtence  on  the  jvunwl  of 
the  reiolution  ia  n<i  evidence  of  the  truth  of  ill  sllega* 
twRi  but  simply  ofiti  adupiion;  tnd  the  future  hutorian, 
lookiiiff  to  the  whole  transactions  of  the  thne,  Koukl  de- 
cide upon  the  tniih  or  error  of  its  slleg^tion,  without 
giving  to  it  any  greater  weight  than  is  due  to  the  mere 
exprtssion  ef  an  opinion.  Rvery  Senator  who  voted 
for  tlte  original  resolution  has  a  personal  interest  in  the 
record. 

If  it  is  true  that  to  pass  such  a  resolution  was  illegal 
and  uiiconstilutional*  and  a  Sigrant  wrong  done  to  ute 
president  of  the  United  States,  ihen  his  friends  should 
not  desire  tu  hare  it  expunged,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to 
preserve  it  asantonuoientof  reproach  to  those  who  par- 
ticipated in  the  measure.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it 
sbuuld  be  preserved  as  a  matter  of  a^tisfiiction  on  the 
part  of  hb  friends,  and  of  disgrace  and  shame  on  the 
part  of  his  adveisaries.  And.  on  the  other  hand,  if  the 
right  existed  to  pasi  (lie  resolution,  and  ils allegation  was 
true  in  point  of  fact,  those  whosustsined  it  by  their  vote 
have  >n  interest  in  the  evidence  of  titeir  opinion,  while 
those  wlio  lliought  otherwise  have  Ihi;  benefit  and  sstis> 
faction  of  being  able  to  establish  their  dissent.  In  neither 
view  of  the  case  have  the  fiiends  of  the  President  any 
fair  reason  to  desire  that  the  evidence  uf  the  proceeding 
should  be  dtslniyed.  The  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
BsMToa]  msy  glory  in  the  vote  he  gave  on  the  occasiont 
the  Senator  frum  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clai]  may  tlo  the 
samei  neither  has  the  right  to  deprive  the  other  of 
the  evidence  of  his  course  in  relation  to  it.  Those  who 
voted  for  the  resolution  slone  hnz^rd  any  thing  in  pre- 
serving that  evidence.  If  they  were  wrong,  then  it  is  for 
their  shame;  if  ttiey  were  right,  it  is  the  mere  tzpres- 
lion  of  an  opinion  from  which  othen  might  riglitfully 
and  lincerely  differ.  If  the  allegaiions  of  tlie  friends  uf 
the  Prcaideot  arc  true,  that  the  adoption  of  that  reso* 
lution  waa  a  breach  of  ihe  constitution,  and  a  must  fla- 
grant wrung  to  bim.  would  it  not  be  more  natural  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  should  come  here  to 
•sk  us  to  expunge  it,  that  he  might  conceal  bis  partici- 
pation in  the  matter?  Is  it  nut  extraordinary  that  Ihe 
Senator  from  Miuouri,  who  takes  great  credit  to  himself 
fiir  resifting  the  measure,  should  seek  iiot  only  to  con- 
ceal bis  own  glory  in  opposing  it,  but  the  shame  of  bis 
■dTenariea  in  supponing  it?  What  is  the  ptirpote  to  be 
answered  by  expunging  the  resolution?  The  bet  that 
such  a  rewlution  was  adopted  cannot  now  be  concealed 
fiom  (he  eye  of  history.  The  journal  is  only  evidence 
of  that  fact,  and  not  of  the  truth  of  the  allrgaiion  con- 
tained in  it.  What  valuable  end,  then.  Is  to  be  accom- 
ptisbed  by  the  expun^ion?  1  fear,  sir,  that  the  future 
historian,  looking  over  the  whole  ground  of  the  contro- 
versy, will  say.  from  the  nature  of  the  act,  that  it  waa  a 
■tcrificr.  a  peace-offering  at  (he  altar  of  executive  pow- 
er. In  this  view,  we  have  all  an  interest  in  the  record 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  fur  good  or  for  evil  re- 
port. 

Bui  sir,  1  come  now  to  consider  the  reasons  which  are 
(ifftred  for  the  adoption  of  Ibis  expunging  resolution. 
They  are  act  forth  in  the  preamble,  and  I  presume  ihey 
are  the  heat  that  can  be  offered.  Thty  have  been  well 
wei^^ied  and  eonaidered,  and  no  doubt  the  ability  of  tlie 
Senator  from  Missouri  haa  been  laxcd  to  the  ultermoat 
to  present  the  caae  in  the  strongeat  possible  point  of 
view.  His  reasons  are  eight  in  number,  and  the  first  of 
them  is  in  these  words: 

*'  And  whereas  the  said  resolve  waa  irregularly,  ille- 
gally, and  unconstitutionally  adopted  by  the  Senate,  in 
violation  of  the  rightaof  defence  which  belong  to  every 
dtiaen,  and  in  aubveiwm  of  the  fundatnental  pr  neiplM 
of  law  and  justicci  because  Pmident  JacJuonwiaihtre- 


by  adjudged  and  pronounced  to  be  guilty  of  saiapcscb- 
^le  offence,  and  a  atig ma  placed  upon  bin  ai  a  vnbtsr 
of  his  oath  uf  office  and  of  the  laws  and  caostitotio^ 
which  be  was  sworn  to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend, 
wilbout  going  through  tbe  forms  of  an  iropeaclimcDi,  tad 
without  allowing  lo  him  the  benefiuof  atrial  or  ibe 
means  of  defence." 

Is  this  (rue  in  point  of  fact?  The  proceeding  efebkli 
lliis  reason  professes  to  be  descriptive  was  this:  Onths 
38lb  day  of  March,  1S34,  the  Senate,  in  its  usual coum 
of  buMneas.  adopted  the  following  reairiution: 

**  RatUvtdt  That  the  President,  in  the  Iste  executite 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  aisuBedv|Mw 
himself  authority  and  power  not  conferred  by  the  coaili- 
tuiion  and  Uws,  but  in  derogation  of  bolb." 

Is  this  fimt  reason,  ihen,  a  true  descriptiun  of  the  ub- 
Ject  to  which  it  refers?    Uihe  Senate  had  organized  ii- 
sclf  into  a  court  of  impeachment,  called  in  the  CtucfJoi- 
lice  to  preside,  as  required  by  the  contUlutios,  isd 
Ihen  proceeded  to  try  the  Pre^dent  without  besriof  Iubh 
and  to  pronounce  judgment  upon  him  of  remonl  ha 
oRice,  more  could  not  have  been  said;  no  stroogtrha- 
guage  would  be  required  to  describe  eo  wanton  a  violi- 
tion  of  constitulional  law.  Is  there  no  difference  betent 
Ihe  cases?   Can  a  stronger  case  of  the  perrenioo sad 
abuse  of  language  be  put  tlian  ihii^  whidi  would  repit- 
sent  a  »mple  resolutimi  of  a  deliberative  asteably.  et 
pressing  merely  an  opinion,  wbicli  baa  no  effect 
whatever  on  the  rights  of  the  individual,  as  the  judinent 
of  a  court  which  acU  directly  and  immediately  upn 
(hose  righuf   The  proceeding  referred  to  \a»  neiUier 
the  form  nor  substance  of  a  judgment.   Nw  ii^'M 
slightest  guilt  imputed  in  the  opinion  u  expre»eo 
tlie  resolution.    11  s'atea  a  fact,     that  the  Preadert  W 
assumed  upon  himself  authority  and  power  not  Bwtff- 
red  by  the  constitution;"  but  is  aileni  as  to  Ihe  wum 
and  intention  with  which  that  fact  was  acooiBpae»ed,i»e 
corrupt  and  wUful  character  of  which  alooe  eooU 
give  to  Ihe  proceeding  Ibe  attribute  of  guilt  .""tf^ 
pose,  for  a  moment,  that  the  Senate  h»d,  losiar 
of  the  principles  of  law  and  justice,  formed  itielfmtoi 
court  of  impeachment,  and  proceeded,  without  sbarmf. 
to  pass  judgment  on  the  individual:  would  that  be  » 
reason  for  expunging  the  record,  for  •"P'*'*^*Jt 
evidence  of  so  monstrous  a  proceeding?  On  Ibc  cm- 
trary.  sir,  it  should  sttnd  as  a  monument  of 
diahunor  to  the  men  who  partianated  in  it.  ]^^\ 
eff'eet  would  be  nothingt  iU  moral  inBoence  "o"'*'/^ 
on  their  own  heads,  and  they  shonld  be  held  to  tbii«- 
spoosibility  to  public  opinion,  to  secure  which  itwM 
vided  that  the  yeas  and  nays  ahoukl  beeBicr«l»'» 
journal.    In  this  ricw  of  the  subject,  ihe  ho!lo*K«»J 
fallacy  of  the  reason  assigned  is  manifested  by  tM"» 
that  those  who  seek  to  suppress  the  "'«'>f*'"J^ 
(hose  who  advocated,  but  those  who  opposed  tw  n»»- 
lu(ion.   But,  sir.  it  is  the  fate  of  a  false  P"'*"" " 
body  the  principles  of  its  own  d**'"^**'""*  «o  Ju 
sonbeatruedeaeriDtionof  Ihe  resolulionofZWn**^ 
1834,  and  BufBcient  for  its  expunclion,  U  it  not  P"JJ^ 
that  this  very  expunging  resolution  and  '5*P'?TLp^ 
open  to  the  same  objection,  as  pronouncing  J^^yJ: 
on  those  Senators  who  supported  the  Ibroier, 
of  an  impeachable  offence,  and  vioUlora         TT  i. 
office,  without  the  benefit  of  atrial/  I'**""^"^, 
its  turn,  be  expunged;  and  if  I  were  called 
up  a  preamble  upon  tlie  strength  of  P'^i.pii. 
should  use  the  same  lar<gusge,  as  being  M  fair]^''"' 
mate  a  description  of  the  present  "^^^^'''^JSatfjiif 
amble  as  this  resson  is  descriptive  of  the  reso» 
March  28,  1834.    It  u  absolutely  suicidal. 

The  second  reason  is  as  followst         ,  ^mV^ 

**  And  whereas  the  said  rtt^^^jL^^S^^ 
rorn%  was  luifoundStali^^mAUiBf^^^' 
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therefore*  unjust  and  nnrigbteoust  as  well  m  irrcfctiUr 
and  uncomtitutKHul)  becMiM  the  aaid  Preaident  Jack* 
•on.  neither  in  the  act  oT  dumiaaingf  Mr.  Dtiane,  nor  in 
til*  appointment  of  Mr.  Tann,  ipedfied  in  the  firat 
brna  <h  the  remlrei  nor  in  takiPK  upon  hinwelf  the  re- 
anrii^  of  the  depoiitea,  ai  apeeified  in  the  arennd  form 
of  the  tame  reaolvet  nor  in  any  act  which  was  then  or 
ean  now  be  •peeifted  under  the  vaf^ue  and  ambiguoui 
lernra  of  tlie  general  deniinoiition  contained  in  the  third 
and  last  form  the  resolve,  did  dp  or  commit  any  act  in 
noletian  or  in  demKition  of  the  laws  and  conatitution,  or 
danfferous  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.** 

The  substance  of  this  reason  is,  that  the  resolution 
was  erroneous  in  point  of  Tact.  Is  that  a  reason  for  ez- 
punicinf^  it?  It  might  furm  a  very  goud  reason  for  a 
counter-resolution.  The  subject  is  one  on  which  a  dlT- 
ftrence  of  opinion  might  fitirly  exist,  and  that  diflerenee 
wasezDressed  at  the  time,  both  in  debate  and  on  the 
journal)  but  surety  that  difference  of  opinion  is  no  reason 
far  deatroyinf  the  erideou  that  mcb  an  opinion  was  ex- 
preMed« 

The  third  reason  is,  that 

*■  The  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  is  uncertiin  and  am- 
b'lgaoua  containin);  nothing  but  a  loose  and  floating 
tSuufttar  derogating;  from  the  lavs  and  constitntrott, 
and  awining  ung^nted  power  and  authoriiy  in  the  late 
executive  proceedin^a  in  relation  to  the  RMblic  revenue, 
without  apecifyini;,"  &e. 

Th^  reason  conflicta  with  both  the  others,  implying 
tba^  if  the  resolve  were  detailed  and  apeciflc,  it  ought 
not  to  be  expunged.  If  all  these  are  reasons  for  the 
same  act,  they  ahould  not  be  anUgonist  to  each  other, 
but  should  h'«rmoniotisly  tend  to  itie  same  conclusion. 
But  want  of  detail  ean  be  no  reaaon  for  suppressing  the 
evidence  that  auch  a  resdution  was  adopted. 

The  fanrth  reason  la  merely  an  anplifieation  of  the 
HM. 

The  fifth  reason  is  as  follows; 

'*And  whereas  the  Senate  being  the  constitutional 
tribunal  for  the  trial  of  ihe  Presiilent,  when  charged  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  with  offences  against  the 
laws  and  constitution,  the  adoption  of  the  said  resolve 
before  any  impeachment  preferred  by  the  House  was  a 
breach  of  the  privilegea  of  the  Houset  a  violation  of  the 
eonstitutiont  a  subversion  of  justieei  a  prejudicatitm  of  a 
question  which  might  legally  come  before  the  Senatr, 
sod  a  diaquali  licit  lion  of  that  body  to  perform  itsconsti- 
turional  duty  with  fairness  and  impirtiality,  if  the  Presi* 
dent  ahfMiM  thereafter  be  regularly  impeached  by  the 
fiouve  of  Kepreaentativen  for  the  same  offence." 
^  The  aa.me  anawcr  may  be  given  to  this  reason  ss  is 
^en  to  the  first,  that  it  is  nt>t  a  fair  and  tnie  descrip- 
lioa  of  the  ca<e.    It  irvats  the  resolution  of  183i  as  if  it 
Were  a  judgment  of  the  Senate  in  ita  judicial  eapacily  as 
ie»urt  uf  imprashment,  when,  in  truth,  it  is  nothing 
viorc  than  the  exprexsion  of  an  opinion  in  itschsracterof 
■  deliberative  ataembly.    It  isuo  breach  of  the  privileges 
of  the  House  of  Represent atives,  since  it  neither  antici- 
|tatea  nor  precludes  an  impeachment,    it  is  no  prejudi- 
catkm  of  any  question  which  might  come  before  the  Sen- 
ate «a  a  eonrt  of  impeachment,  since  such  question  must 
be  ot*e  f>r  guilti  and  nothing  of  ilie  kind  is  imputed  in 
the  resolution.    But  again:  if  all  this  were  true.  It  w<iuld 
be  no  reamn  for  expunging,  or,  in  other  words,  destroy- 
inf[  the  evidence  of  the  Cact  that  aucb  a  resolution  was 
fedoptetl. 

But,  wr,  we  come  now  to  the  sixth  reason,  which  is 
perhaps  the  true  motive,  though  not  a  justificatiun  for 
th>o  extraordinary  proceeding,  and  a  gleam  of  light  is 
thrown  upon  the  subject,  which  gives  it  culor  and  com- 
ptrX'un.  I'he  substance  of  this  reason  is,  that  the  Presi- 
dvni's  pn'test  was  rrjccied,  and  not  permitted  to  be  en> 
Inedvpon  the  journal,  while  OKmorials  and  petHiooi 
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against  him  were  duly  and  honorably  received.  Here 
is  another  instance  of  tlut  conflict  with  other  reasoni^ 
which  was  remarked  upon  in  adverting  to  the  third.  II 
implies  that,  if  the  protest  had  been  received,  then  the  re* 
adve  should  not  be  expunged.  But,  with  that  cimfushMi 
of  ideas  which  seems  to  character  ze  the  whole  preamble, 
it  places  the  protest  of  the  President  on  the  same  footing 
with  petitions  from  the  people.  The  Presi<1ent  demand- 
ed that  his  proteat  shuuhl  be  spread  upon  the  journal, 
which  he  had  no  right  to  do.  But,  suppoaing  for  a  mo< 
ment  that  he  had,  ia  the  refustl  a  reason  fur  expunging 
the  resolution  to  which  the  protest  has  reference.  The 
people  have  an  undoubted  right  to  expreas  their  opiii- 
icHM  and  wishes,  in  the  form  of  petitions  and  memnrialsi 
hut  the  Presidrni,  as  auch,  lias  no  right  to  notice  the 
proceedings  of  any  other  branch  of  the  Government  in 
Ihe  form  of  a  protest.  It  is  no  part  of  the  functions  or 
privileges  of  executive  power  lo  review  and  rebuke  the 
proceedings  of  (he  Ifg'Slative  or  judicial  branches  of  the 
Government.  The  aspect  which  the  whole  subject  as- 
su<neK,  in  contemplating  this  reason,  is  that  of  retaliation, 
[t  looks  like  offering  an  indignity  to  thia  body,  by  way  of 
compensating  the  slight  of  executive  power. 

The  Seventh  and  eighth  reasons  may  be  classed  togeth- 
er, and  resolve  themselves  into  the  general  allegation  that 
the  said  resolve  was  inopportune,  of  evil  example,  and 
dangerous  precedent!  all  of  which,  being  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  opinion,  about  which  a  fair  diflerence  might  arise« 
could  furnish  no  reason  for  expunging  the  resolve,  how- 
ever it  might  be  urged  as  a  reason  for  passing  a  counter- 
resolution.  We  have  thus,  sir,  gone  through  them  all, 
and  do  not  And  one  which  justifies  the  conclusion  that 
the  reauKition  should  be  expunged.  And  if  they  do  not 
singly  support  that  conclusion,  they  cannot  do  it  collect- 
ively. A  thousand  bad  ressoiw  have  no  more  force  than 
one.  We  may  say,  then,  of  this  preamble,  what  was 
said  of  Oratisno'a  reasoning:  ■*  Gratiano  speaks  an  Infi- 
nite deal  of  nothings  more  than  any  man  in  all  Venice;  his 
reasons  are  as  two  grains  of  wheat  hid  in  two  bushels  of 
chaff't  you  shall  seek  all  day  ere  you  find  them,  and 
when  you  have  them  they  are  not  worth  the  search." 

Bot  it  ia  said  the  Senste  had  no  right  to  pass  such  a 
resolution;  that  it  cannot  be  jiiRiified  as  the  fair  exercise 
of  any  one  of  its  powem.  Siitl,  it  may  be  answered,  it  ia 
a  fact  that  such  a  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  ubjec* 
tion  involves  a  mere  difference  of  opinion,  which  cannot 
be  a  reKBon  for  destrnyinE  the  evidence  of  the  fact.  But 
ail  to  (he  right  itself,  1  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its 
existence,  when  the  subject  is  fully  Understood.  The 
Senate,  undt-r  the  constitution,  has  various  powers — legis- 
lativ<-,  judicial,  and  executive.  I'he  error  lies  in  at- 
tempting lo  discover  and  explain  the  right  to  pass  such 
a  resolution  in  the  ezereiiie  ufsny  of  these  powers. 

The  object  of  sll  these  powers  is  Ihe  modification  of 
some  social  or  political  rif;ht.  But  the  Senate  is  a  delib* 
erative  body,  and,  as  such,  must  have  opinions,  and  ex- 
press them.  It  is  the  inherent  right  and  property  of 
every  deliberative  assembly  to  have  and  express  opinionSt 
which  only  can  be  done  hy  resolution.  A  resolution  of 
thanks  eannut  be  traced  to  any  one  of  these  powerst 
neither  can  a  resolution  of  condolencej  and  yet  no  one 
ever  doubted  the  right  to  pass  either  the  one  or  the  oth- 
er. If  it  were  necessary  to  resort  to  the  constitution  for 
any  express  or  implied  authority,  it  might  be  found  in 
the  seventh  section  of  the  fourth  arUcle,  which,  in  its 
last  paragraph,  aupposes  that  there  are  other  resohiiions 
than  legialalive  act%  or  such  as  require  the  concurrence 
of  both  Houses.  But  the  very  insiituiion  of  a  delibera- 
tive assembly,  in  the  nature  of  thing*,  supposes  and  in> 
volves  the  existence  of  opinions  and  the  right  of  exprevs- 
ing  them.  The  powers  of  such  an  assembi)',  or,  in  oth- 
er wordf^  Ihe  euntnd  which  it  mayi^ezerciae  mtr  the 
social  or  poliUeal  right.  Bfg«tlh|^;©at3§te' 
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Ur,  and  depends  on  the  proviiioni  of  the  eonttitution 
wbieh  givei  it  exiitcnee.  But  is  it  not  somewbst  re< 
nwrkable  tbtt  those  who  nuke  the  objeeiicm  do  not  per* 
oeWe  that  this  very  ezpunginff  resolution  which  they  sd- 
Tocatc  presapposfs  the  right?  IF  the  Senate  has  no 
rig:ht  to  pan  any  resolution  but  such  aa  can  be  traced  to 
one  or  those  powers,  what  right  has  it  to  pass  this  ex- 
punging resolution^  Into  such  absurdities,  »r,  will  men 
fall  when  Ihey  seek  to  suitain,  by  reMonlng,  a  fabe  po- 
rtion, right,  then,  t»  pass  such  a  resolution  I  lake 
to  be  unquestiitnabte,  and  the  exercise  of  it  may  be,  at 
times,  highly  expedient,  as  a  check  or  caution  to  the 
wantonness  or  heedlessnens  of  executive  power,  and  «s  a 
measure  short  of  imprnchmFnl.  But,  sir,  what  is  im- 
peachment} A  fsrce,  a  nulliiy!  It  is,  like  the  case  of 
the  electoral  colleges,  an  sborlion.  There  it  little  dan- 
gler to  be  apprelieodrd  but  from  a  popular  Presidentt 
and  the  very  fact  of  his  bein^  such,  under  the  party  or* 
ganization  ol  this  couniry,  supposes  the  Uct  that  he  is  sua* 
tained  and  supported  by  a  msjoriiy  of  (he  body  in  whom 
the  impeaching  power  resides.  I  m'glit  here,  sir,  con- 
clude what  1  wished  to  say  in  relation  (o  the  matter  now 
depending  before  the  Senate,  bsvinp,  as  I  think,  eslab< 
liilicd  two  propositions,  which  cover  the  whole  ground: 
first,  tliat  the  Senate,  as  a  dcliberalive  assembly,  had  the 
right  to  pass  the  resolulion  of  March  38, 1834;  ami,  sec- 
ondly, itwt,  whether  true  or  not  in  point  of  fact,  we 
have  no  right  to  expunge  it,  because  the  journal  is,  by 
the  constiiulion,  a  permanent  record.  I  will  further  in- 
cudentally  remark  that,  if  the  right  of  expunction  exists, 
and  Is  to  be  established  by  this  precedent,  then  a  subse- 
qent  Senate  may  expunge  thia  expunging  resolultont 
and  ac^  in  all  time  to  come,  these  successive  expunctions 
may  serve  to  indicate  the  triumph  or  defeat  of  the  re- 
spective poFttical  partiei  of  the  country.  -  But  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  suatsin  (his  measure  by  a  resort 
to  precedents.  Sir,  precedents  sre  of  no  authority  when 
opposed  to  a  clear,  ascertained,  settled  principle.  They 
are  resorted  to  in  doubtful  caiet,  and  often  to  avoid  ihe 
force  of  principle.  It  is  easier,  at  all  times,  to  follow 
precedents  than  to  reason.  But,  sir,  aboveall  things  pre- 
cedenta  drawn  from  a  period  of  revolution,  such  as  that 
referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rives,] 
■re  of  no  weight  in  a  time  of  profound  tranquillity,  when 
security  and  leisure  give  opportunity  for  reflection.  !t 
may  be  very  expedient,  in  a  moment  of  unsettled  govern- 
ment and  of  violence,  tosuppreas  the  evidence  ofa  partic- 
ular proceeding!  but  one  could  scarcely  rely  upon  such 
authority  for  a  warrant  to  corrupt  a  constitutional  record 
in  moments  of  security  and  regular  government.  And 
yet  such  ia  the  character  of  the  Senator's  domestic  pre- 
cedent. As  to  his  English  precedents,  ihry  are  of  no 
value  on  a  question  like  this,  which  does  not  depend  on 
general  parliamentary  practice,  but  on  the  express  pro- 
visions of  a  written  constitution,  which  has  directed  the 
keeping  of  a  journal,  and  contemplates  that  journal  as  a 
permatient  record. 

I  am  warned  by  the  lateness  of  the  hour  that  it  is  time 
to  take  leave  of  the  subject;  but,  air,  before  I  take  my 
•eat,  I  cannot  forbesr  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  some  uf 
the  opinions  and  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  [Hr.  Rivxs]  and  others.  Vi'e  have  been 
told  by  that  Senator  that  the  Senate  ia  an  aristocralical 
feature  of  the  Govemmentt  that  it  ia  the  citadel  of  that 
aristocratic  spirit  which  seeks  to  ride  on  the  necks  of  the 
people.  Whatpurpose,  sir,  is  this  aentimenl  to  answer? 
Is  it  to  break  down  the  Senate^  To  bring  it  into  con- 
tempt and  odium  with  the  people^  But,  first,  sir,  let  us 
inquire  into  the  fact.  Aristocracy  in  Americal  Where 
are  its  elements,  where  its  means  and  appliances^  Here, 
sir,  where  the  wheel  of  fortune  is  perpetually  revolviagi 
witere  the  poor  roan  of  to-day  becomes  the  rich  man  of  to- 
morrow i  and  DO  one  can  tell,  whatever  hii  preient  actual 


property,  that  his  grandsoa  nuyliot.  be  compdlrd  to 
earn  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  hit  browi  wbnc  pMai 
righu  are  equal,  and  the  aTemiea  to  veakh  and  boav 

open  to  every  man,  where  the  lawa  and  customs  oT  the 
country  guard  no  man's  inheritance  in  a  settled  coone 
of  descent,  but  break  up  and  distribute  in  various  rini- 
lets  that  wealth  which  may  have  been  damned  up  in  lbs 
course  of  temporsry  accumulation;  I  ssy,  sir,  herr.sad 
under  such  eireumslnnecib  to  talk  of  ariMieraejr  isisiB. 
suit  to  the  eoaraion  tense  of  the  community.  I  see,  ar, 
a  practical  refutation  of  tbia  aentiment  in  the  penosiof 
the  distinguished  men  by  whom  I  am  surrounded.  To 
what  patronage  were  they  indebted  for  the  homnble 
distinction  which  they  have  attained?  To  whst  do ibcf I 
owe  (heir  elevation  and  the  high  eontideration  in  ahi^i 
they  are  held  by  the  whole  country,  but  to  (heviaidtd: 
effbris  ol  their  own  abilities?  Why,  sir,  youfiitdiadiC 
person  of  your  Chief  Magistrate  another  striking  proof  ot 
iiB  error.  A  poor  boy,  for  to  I  believe  the  itury  mm, 
cuffed  during  (he  revolutionary  wsr  by  a  Britiili  officer 
for  not  performing  some  menial  office,  win*  Iw  »»)^o 
the  highest  honors  of  (he  republic,  and  comes  to  prcMC 
over  the  destinies  of  a  crest  people;  "  bids  (be  Rflnus 
mark  him,  and  write  his  speeches  in  (heir  books."  i^t 
the  term  is  a  mere  calohword,  or^  to  use  the  ■^ISH« 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  **  a  mere  tmOH 
bell,  to  bring  together  a  rabble  of  ideas  which  ovcrelida 
all  reasoning." 

One  of  Ihe  stronj^est  objections  I  hsve  hsd  to  ibe 
course  of  the  present  administration  has  been,  its  on- 
stant  effort  to  array  the  different  portions  of 
against  each  other,  and  ita  habit  of  appealing  foriappat 
to  (he  wors(  passions  and  prejudices  of  oor  iiitoK. 
When  I  heard  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Virrw 
[Mr.  Rites]  a  few  days  since,  in  the  debate  on  tw 
Treasury  cireuUr,  declare  (hat  he  did  not  belocg  w 
that  class  of  politicians  who  divided  society  honiontsHjj 
but  rather  perpendicularly,  into  classes  who  mutu^ 
sustained  and  supported  each  other,  I  thought  1  p«K*'™; 


of  things,  and  I  felt  gritelul» 
,but  ala8!sir,Ifearthstits« 


the  dawn  ofa  better  state 

him,  sir,  for  the  sentiment)  nui  aias:  sir,  i  '"""Zi,. 
but  a  temporary  impulse  of  sound  feeling,  that  am'"' 
side  before  the  policy  of  the  party. 

To  test  the  anundness  of  this  opinion,  let  ui  for  • 
mcnt  consider  the  nature  of  this  Government.  H  " 
phatically  a  Government,  aa  contrtdistinguuhed  (fws  • 
confederacy,  limited  in  its  powers,  "JJ.".^ 
within  its  sphere;  (he  legislative  powers  being  v««« 
a  Congress,  composed  of  the  Senate  and  H****^^ 
resentativet.    The  people,  being  the  source  of  «ii  P" 
er,  elect,  either  immedia(ely  or  mediately.  «tar  rtpr^ 
sentatives)  immediately  in  the  'nits'"* '•^ "aliZ,, 
Representatives,  mediately  in  the  instance  ©fine  / 
We  are  all,  sir,  the  representstivet  of  the  people,  wwj 
chosen  after  a  different  manner.    I  claim,  'VaHie 
the  immediate  but  the  general  repre«eniatiTeofthe  !i 
of  Virginia,  as  I  hold  that  Senator  to  be  the  ft*"^"'Jn^ 
resenlative  of  Delaware;  and  I,  for  one,  thank  '"^^ 
for  having  sent  so  able  and  distinguished  s  "P'^^fti. 
of  our  common  Interests.    The  more  P^''''*'*\-^mi 
ter  of  the  representation  in  this  body  is  ■.''"'if^Lj^ 
by  the  people  (hemselvet  on  their  own  action.  „-yjf, 
system  is  one  of  checks  and  balances.   The  "*L 
of  Congress  are  mutual  checks  on  each  other-  TM  ,  ^ 
ate  may  fairly  be  presumed  to  be  the  mwe  Sf*^,ou(i 

Autr  hnitir  frf>m  thr  nrnrril  fart  iif  nn—rssinf  **** "  ' 


date  body,  from  the  general  fsct  ofpossesnngK"^' 
and  iuattributeatahhough,  sir,  tobesure,tneresre  w 
veterans  In  the  other  House,  as  well  as  love  yvai^ 
aspirants  in  this.  The  ancient  Oernisns,  sir,  wwi^  ^ 
ried  among  the  nations  whom  they  ^""^'^^  t^ffttj 
tions  of  civil  polity,  were  in  'he  habit  of  trgwnff^|^ 
question  twice,  once  at  their  ^roussU,  P[!*%j[,^  i 
and  onoe  sober,  that  there 
Di'"  
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due  degree  of  viracity  and  deliberation.  The  same  idea 
nay  be  ssppoeed  to  be  carried  out  in  our  institutions, 
(hoogh  tbe  requisite  Mtributea  mty  not  be  innired  by 
the  suns  means.  In  elaimiB|^  lir,  for  this  body  the  at< 
IrUmle  of  deliberation,  I  do  not  mean  to  lay  that  we  are 
by  ccmtr»distiDCtion  the  sober  body. 

Tbe  coDBtilution  which  has  establialied  this  lytlem  of 
goTemment  wu  the  peaceable  and  deliberate  work  of 
the  people.    It  was  not,  sir,  the  result  of  accident,  or  of 
A  Kruffile  for  poUtical  power  between  different  orders 
of  society.    To  find  bult,  then,  with  the  Senate  is  to 
in»peach  the  wiidom  and  iatelligenceof  the  people  them- 
Mma.    It  ia  they  who,  in  adoptinir  the  federal  consti- 
iHlion,  tiave  said  (hat  the  Senate  ahall  be  oi^nised  as  we 
God  ir,  bare  preaciibed  the  mode  of  its  election,  and 
gives  to  it  the  character  of  greater  permanency.  But  sir,  I 
ask  again,  what  is  the  meaning  of  this  sentiment'  Are  we 
to  be  prepared  (or  reducing  the  Government  to  a  unit, 
as  we  have  been  told  that  the  cabinet  should  be  one?  Is 
it  intended  to  blot  out  the  component  parts  of  this  sys- 
lem,  and  reduce  tbe  Government  to  the  simple  relation 
of  tbe  President  and  the  people?  In  the  message  of  1832 
tbe  Supreme  Court  was  assailed,  and  ila  authority,  aa  the 
uiterprcter  of  the  constitution,  deniedi  and  now,  sir,  we 
are  tuVd  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  BsaToa]  that 
the  President  has  corrected  and  repealed  the  decision  of 
Ibal  eonrt  in  relation  to  the  constitutionality  of  tbe  Bank 
of  the  Viuttd  Statest  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  all  thatre> 
mains  to  be  done  is  to  issue  an  audita  quetUa  to  ascer- 
tain the  bet,  have  it  entered  on  the  record,  and  the  judg- 
■leot  reversed.    Here  is  at  once  a  new  attribute  of 
power,  and  a  most  extraordinary  mode  of  proceeding. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  are  told  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  that  the  Senate  it  the  citadel  of  that  aristocratic 
apirit  wbi^  seeks  to  ride  on  the  necks  of  tbe  people. 
If  (be  Senator  merely  meant  that  this  language  is  de- 
scriptive of  himself  and  his  fHends,  be  it  m.   1  cannot 
quarrel  with  what  be  may  deem  Just  and  proper  as  to 
ibem,  though  I  abould  have  been  backward  mjrself  in  so 
ckaracteriEing  themt  but,  sir,  I  utterly  deny  its  justice 
and  propriety  as  applicable  to  mjself,  or  those  with 
whom  I  have  the  bonor  and  tbe  happiness  to  act.    In  re- 
blion  to  this  Government,  [  and  my  imme^ate  conatit* 
nenta,  and  1  believe  a  great  majority  of  the  American 
people,  are  conservatives.    We  go  for  the  Government 
SI  It  ia.    We  wisb  to  preserve  the  system  of  Federal  and 
Slate  Governments  ai  it  waa  established  by  the  wisdom 
of  our  ancestors.    *'  We  ask  no  change,  and,  least  of 
tO,  such  changes  aa  they  would  bring  us."   In  this  sys- 
tem we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being;  and  as  we 
irere  tbe  Brat  to  adopt  the  constitution,  we  ahlU  be  the 
IhI  to  abandon  it.   We  have  heaid  madi  about  tbe  pol- 
icy of  tbe  Ezeeulivr,  and  have  even  been  advised  to  look 
to  that  source  for  the  initiative  of  certain  measurea.  To 
By  mind,  all  this  is  of  a  piece  with  that  ez^gerated  and 
hlse  conception  of  executive  power  and  consequence 
which  tuu  characterixed  tbe  present  Chief  Magistrate 
mmd  bis  adviserr.    Tbe  executive  power  which  repre- 
aenta  itie  common  force  of  society  i*,  in  every  just  the- 
9ry,  and  in  the  nature  of  things^  inftrrior  to  tbe  Icgiala- 
ItTC  power,  oMchia  the  representative  of  (be  common 
ialeI%enGe  and  the  common  will,  and  that,  too,  precise- 
ly in  tbe  degree  in  which  brute  force  Is  inferior  to  reason, 
it  is  the  buainesa  of  the  Pre^dent  to  execute  the  laws, 
not   to  make  them.    The  policy  of  the  Executive! 
Who  charged  (be  President  with  the  care  of  the  gen- 
eral wclbre?    What  business  haahe  with  any  policy  dis- 
tinct from  lh«  poficy  of  the  law?   The  prosperity  of  a 
great  and  civirixed  people  depends  on  the  law^  and 
not  on  tbe  will  of  the  Executive.   Sir,  I  regret  to  hear 
Bttcb  Opinions  expressed.    I  tmtt  in  God  (hey  will  not 
prevail  in  this  coimtryi  for,  to  my  mind,  they  are  in 
dtfcct  boM'^ty  witb  that  tone  of  muly  and  indepemU 


ent  feeling  which  should  characterize  a  nation  of  free- 
men. 

In  opening  the  subject  of  this  expunging  resolution, 
the  Senator  from  Missourt  [Mr.  BaaTov]  hu  seen  fit  to 
entertain  us  with  a  magni6cent  eulogy  on  the  merits 
tile  President.  This,  no  doubt,  was  a  very  fit  introduc- 
tion to  the  measuce  which  is  proposed,  and  may  perhaps 
serve  to  indicate  its  ultimate  aim  and  purpose.  He  has 
been  dc>oribcd  at  one  time  as  teaching  the  sauoy  Britona 
a  lesson  of  humility  from  behind  tbe  cotton  bagaof  New 
Orleans,  and  at  another  rebuking  widi  the  thunder  of 
American  cannon  the  savages  of  tbe  Pacific  ocean,  "  be- 
striding the  narrow  world  tike  a  Colossus."  Not  con- 
tent with  this  plenitude  of  military  fame,  he  has  been 
endued  with  all  civic  virtues  and  superhuman  sagacity. 
While  listening  to  this  strain  of  adulation,  every  sober- 
minded  individual  must  hare  involuntarily  exclaimed,  with 
Cassius,  "  Now,  in  the  names  of  all  the  gods  at  once, 
upon  what  meat  dolh  this  our  Cxsar  feed,  that  he  is 
grown  80  great.'  "  Si*-,  I  am  not  dispoacd  to  deny  bis 
real  merits,  or  to  withhold  my  gratitude  for  his  real  ser- 
vices. He  has,  sir,  rendered  good  service  to  bis  coun- 
try, and  well  has  that  country  repaid  him  for  it.  Btit 
that  service  was  in  a  military,  not  in  a  civil  capacity. 

Hue))  hns,  as  usual,  been  said  about  the  people,  and 
the  people's  friends,  and  an  impression  is  attempted  to 
be  given  that  those  who  support  this  admiiiistratHm  are 
alone  the  friends  of  the  people.  Who  are  they  that 
thus  arrogantly  talk  about  the  people,  as  If  they  belonged 
to  some  superior  order  ^  The  people's  friends^  iodeedl 
The  people,  sir,  stand  in  need  of  no  friendS)  they  are 
the  sovereigns)  it  is  they  who  dispense  tbeir  smiles  and 
their  favorat  and  it  would  be  much  more  becoming  and 
seemly  to  speak  of  the  pemie  aa  being  one's  friend  than 
of  one's  self  as  being  tbe  fnend  of  the  people.  There  is, 
to  be  sure,  one  point  of  view  in  wbtdi  the  aupporters  of 
this  administration,  I  n«an  those  in  ofBce,  may  be  con- 
sidered the  friends  of  the  people.  It  is  the  same  in 
which  the  licentiate,  in  Oil  Bias,  is  termed  and  connd- 
ered  himself  the  friend  of  the  poor,  and  who  proved  his 
friendship  by  consuming  their  revenues. 

The  aid  of  public  opinion  baa  been  invoked  in  relation 
to  this  measure,  and  we  are  told  by  tbe  Senator  from 
Missouri  that  the  people  have  rendered  their  verdier, 
and  he  demands  judgment  and  execution.  When  and 
how,  air,  was  the  issue  made  upt  The  resolution  of 
March,  18J4,  was  .adopted  after  the  last  presidential 
electionibut  this  notion  of  a  verdict  isgatbered  from  the 
fact  of  the  continued  ascendency  of  the  party  and  tbe 
resolves  of  some  State  Legislatures.  Can  any  thing  be 
more  preposterous  than  the  assump(ton  that  a  majority 
of  tbe  people,  liking  the  man,  in  yielding  to  him  their 
support,  are  to  be  anderatood  as  approving  of  every 
thing  that  he  says  and  does,  and  diupproving  of  every 
thing  that  is  said  or  done  against  him?  Aa  well  might  it 
be  contended,  on  (he  same  ground,  that  because  General 
Jackson  smokes  a  pipe,  the  verdict  of  tbe  people  hu 
established  that  it  la  right  and  proper  to  use  tobacco, 
and  that  the  legitimate  mode  of  doing  so  ii  by  soukhig 
it  in  an  earthen  pipe. 

But  all  thir,  air,  is  apart  from  the  main  question.  We 
are  called  upon  to  expunge  a  resolution  from  our  jour- 
nal, to  suppress  the  evidence  of  a  fact,  to  fMfy  a  rec- 
ord! If  the  right  to  do  so  were  a  matter  of  doubt 
merely,  it  would  be  the  part  of  a  prudent  and  conscien- 
tious man  to  pause.  Let  not,  I  pray,  rir,  tbe  excite- 
ment of  party  spirit  hurry  this  body  to  an  act  whlob  ia  a 
dear  infraction  of  the  constitution;  be  satiafied  witb  a 
counter-resolution,  expressing  in  aa  strong  terms  as  you 
please  your  approbation  of  the  President^  conduct,  and 
your  repugnance  to  the  resolution  of  the  38tbof  March, 
1834,  but  do  not  let  ua  inflict  another  wound  upon  tbe 
great  charter  of  oar  Mfl'-fPied^f^^te***" 
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the  Trenxy  of  psrtyBpirit,  or  kny  other  motive,  iihtll  lead 
jrou  to  do  this  deedf  you  will  fiod  jrounelveB  in  the  con- 
dition of  a  homicide,  who,  having  exhausted  hia  malice 
in  a  deed  of  violence,  recoila  with  horror  uid  remone 
from  (he  victim  of  his  p^uion. 

When  Mr.  Batard  had  concluded, 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  rose  and  taid  that,  at  thiilate  hour 
of  the  day,  it  would  be  out  of  place  to  attempt  an  arru' 
ment  or  a  apeeeh  to  the  Senatet  and  such  w»a  not  bit 
purpoae,  in  the  few  worda  he  had  at  pment  to  aay.  it 
had  been  hia  intention,  aome  time  a^,  to  have  troubled 
the  Senate  with  his  views  aomewhat  at  lar^  on  the  tub- 
j  ec  {  but  he  would  content  himielf  now  with  laying  a 
very  few  worda;  and  tbia  was  perhapa  neceitary,  owinfp 
to  the  peculiar  position  he  occupied  in  relation  to  the 
pro[)Ositton  before  the  Senate.  It  would  be  recollected 
Uiat  he  bad  voted  against  the  resolution  of  1834,  so  much 
complained  of,  the  resolution  which  it  was  now  proposed 
to  expunge  from  the  Journala  of  tbe  Senate.  He  did  so 
for  many  of  tbe  reaaons  contained  in  the  preamble  to  tbe 
resolution  now  on  our  tables.  In  some  of  the  reasons, 
however,  ooatained  in  that  preamble,  he  did  not  concur, 
end  of  course  could  not  vote  for  it.  For  anme  of  the 
reasons  contained  in  it  be  could  most  cheerfully  vote. 
No  member  of  the  Senate  more  than  blmaeir  (said  Mr. 
B.)  regretted  the  paaaage  of  that  resolution.  No  one 
oould  have  been  mora  opposed  to  it.  He  viewed  it  as 
M  apple  of  discord  set  in  motiont  s  firebrand  thrown  into 
the  community,  csleulated  to  do  more  harm  than  any  other 
measure  proposed  at  that  eventful  sessiontand  he  now 
believed  that  it  had  done  more  harm  in  exciting  party 
spirit  to  its  present  dangerotu  height  tluui  any  other 
BKasure  which  could  have  been  proposed.  Tbe  danger 
apprehended  to  the  constitution  by  this  act  of  expunging 
(said  Mr.  H.)  is  s  natural  consequence  of  tlie  measure  of 
1834|  aa  much  so  as  that  one  act  of  violence  should  suc- 
ceed another.  A  party  in  power  to-day,  and  who  shsll 
use  that  power  indiscreetly,  will  be  sure  to  meet  with  re- 
taliation, as  soon  aa  tbe  opposite  party  shall  triumph. 
Benee  violent  measures  of  this  kino  are  at  sure  to  suc- 
ceed each  other,  in  the  mutations  of  party  power,  as  ef^ 
feet  is  to  follow  cause. 

Mueh,  however,  as  he  was  opposed  to  the  resolution 
of  1834,  be  could  not  vote  to  expunge  it  from  the 
Journals.  That  was  a  question,  in  his  opinion,  having 
nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  or  demerila  of  tbe  original 
proposition.  The  question  before  the  Senate  was  one 
of  power  to  expunge  the  Journal,  fio  matter  what  Journal 
It  might  be.  He  thought  no  such  power  existed  in  the 
Senate,  nor  any  where  cisei  and  his  oath  to  support  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  waa  imperative,  and  pro* 
hibited  him  from  giving  any  auch  vote,  whatever  may 
have  been  bia  opinion  of  the  resolution  proposed  to  be 
expunged.  It  was,  in  his  view  of  the  constitution,  aa 
much  a  duty  to  keep  and  preserve  the  journala  of  un- 
oonstitutional  prooeedinga,  if  such  there  be,  aa  of  any 
other.  Our  constituents  have  as  much  rigtit  to  know  our 
bad  acts  aa  our  good  oneai  because  it  is  fur  these  they 
villcall  us  to  account!  and  it  would  be  Mranf;e  doctrine, 
Ibat  we  could  shield  ourselvea  from  responsibility  by 
expunging  the  journals.  The  argument,  then,  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvanis,  that  the  resolution  of  1834 
«asanconst(tutional,and  therefore  ought  to  beexpunged, 
did  not  in  tbe  least  relieve  his  mind.  He  understood, 
too,  that  this  was  tbe  basis  of  tbe  votes  of  ottier  members 
ofthe  Senate  in  favor  of  expunging.  Much  as  he  dis- 
approved of  the  resolution  of  1834,  be  believed  that  it 
vaa  constitutional,  and  that  it  was  such  a  propoeition  as 
the  Senate  might  entertain  and  adopt.  He  saw  nothing 
ttneonatitutional  about  it.  It  might,  or  it  might  not,  be 
oon«dcrcd  an  ^atraet  proposition.  It  bad,  indeed,  re- 
muned  as  a  mere  deelaratory  expresMon  of  tba  Senate, 
but  U  might  bm  been  the  basis  of  legiabtioa.  Whether 


it  be  true  or  bise  is  a  matter  of  opinieik  Those  vbo 
voted  for  it  unquestionably  befieved  its  aSnntiaii 
to  be  true.  They  believed  that  the  Prfsideat  had,  ii 
relation  to  the  revenue,  exercised  authority  and  povcr 
not  conferred  by  the  constitution  and  lawt,  but  in  dno. 
gation  of  both.  He,  who  voted  against  it,  believed  tint 
tbe  authority  and  power  exercised  by  tlt«  president  vy 
not  in  derogation  of  the  constitution  and  lawsi  bm),  hmh 
ever  mueh  he  disaented  on  tbe  ground  of  expeditMy 
from  that  which  bad  been  done,  be  never  doubted  the 
constitutional  and  legal  power  of  tbe  Prendeal  isdi 
what  he  did. 

It  had  been  said  (continued  Mr.  H.)  that  tbe  molt- 
tion  of  1834  contains  impeachable  matter  sKsnHt  tbi 
President,  and  that,  on  tbia  account,  it  is  not  eBlitleit  to 
a  place  on  the  journida.  lie  did  not  tbink,  bsecnr, 
that  it  conuined  any  impeachable  matter.  It  eturffd  m 
evil  or  corrupt  intention,  which  waa  the  esKstisI  itfit. 
dient  of  impeachable  matter.  He  referred  to  tbe  cmc  sf 
Peck's  trial  before  the  Senate,  and  stated  that  tbe  ifr* 
aence  of  proof  of  corrupt  intention  was  the  bsasof  ha 
acquittal  by  the  Senate.  Thta  bad  been  the  ressmof  he 
own  vote  of  acquitult  and  Ihia,  he  bad  good  teooa.lsbe 
lieve,  was  tbe  bans  ol  votes  of  acquittal  generally. 

In  voting  ^Inal  expunging,  be  did  not  vote  to  aim 
the  troth  of  the  resolutioa  of  1834.  He  had  ak«4 
staled  the  reverse.  He  bcDeved  thst  the  PrendcatM 
the  power,  whstever  he  might  tbink  of  iu  exereiw, » 
der  the  circumstances  of  that  caae.  But  hisopiniooiMl 
the  resolution  proposed  to  be  expunged  was  and  s 
true,  had  nothing  to  do  with  h-s  duty  in  the  presrst  cmt, 
and  could  not,  In  any  degree,  influence  bis  v«le.  Tha 
Senate  had  no  power  to  expunge  the  jouraal*.  Be 
could,  without  the  least  difficulty,  vote  upoa  the  joarsdi 
of  the  present  session  a  resolution  to  rescind  ibst « 
1834,  or  to  affirm  a  contrary  propoaition.  Thi^ 
it  would  clearly  aasert  the  opinion  of  tbe  Seaate  is  Tcb- 
tion  to  the  proeeedinga  of  163^  would  not  obfiteraleM 
journala  of  that  day,  and  would  have  all  the  cftctsl » 
mode  proposed. 

Mr.  M.  here  referred  to  the  constitution,  vbo^ 
that  •*  each  House  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  pnecm- 
inga,  and  from  time  to  time  publish  the  same,  "•y'J 
auch  parts  as  may  in  their  opinion  require  secrc<7, 
said  that  the  obligations  of  his  oath  to  suppMt  ibeei» 
stttution  of  the  United  Sratei  made,  in  his  oo»i»e»e»cs 
and  judgment,  hit  duty  on  the  preaent  occasion  '^""r 
imperative.  The  constitution  rr<|uired  the  journal  loM 
kept.  He  could  not  vote  to  destroy,  or  expuf'^HT 
literate  it.  But  it  is  contended  (said  Mr.  U.}  it>*i|M 
black  lines  proposed  lo  be  drawn  around  the  j«iniu<| 
1834  will  not  expunge  it  in  realityt  that  they  W'U 
nothing  away  from  it  It  will  not,  however,  be  eceles* 
ed  that  writing  the  words  required  to  be  writleater* 
the  face  of  it  will  not  deface,  and,  to  a  certain  Mim 
obliterate  it.  But  suppose  these  black  lines  sad  iW 
writing  upon  tbe  jnurnal  of  1S34  Ukes  nothia{  ><V 
from  that  journal.  It  will  surely  not  be  denied  that  •  ■** 
terial  addition  will  be  made  to  it.  The  conttitatiot  i» 
quires  the  journal  to  be  published,  but  bow  vutha  u 
be  published  r  Could  it  be  published  aa  tbe  jouml  « 
1834r  No.  That  hul  been  published  three  fcsfsif* 
There  were  in  that  publication  no  black  linest  m 
across  tbe  ftce  of  the  record.  If  you  publisb  it  at'" 
journal  of  1834,  you  Mmfy  the  former  publicaiiM.  1** 
cannot  publish  it  as  the  Journal  <rf' 1837,  became  it  ■'^ 
journal  of  1834.  There,  and  there  oidy,  "« 
lines  and  labelloua  writing  to  be  found.  No  ptye  ot  » 
jnurnal  of  1837  contains  any  thinjf  like  it.  ^■J'T 
ahape,  or  furm,  or  manner,  then,  wtU  you  obey  !•« 
junction  of  the  conatitutlon,  in  pubhabing  tbe  j^'^''''*: 
theae  proceedinra>  Tbe  truth  is,  (said  Mr.  H.,} 
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Ht  the  nore  certainly  will  it  tppetr  to  be  a  proceeding 
nt  contemplftted  by  the  constitution,  but  incompatible 
wUh  it.  It  imlce*  s  cue  which,  in  the  iimple  publica- 
tion of  the  jourml^  tha  «Hittitulion  will  not  wimnt  or 

Mr.  STRANGE  Mid:  I  an  not  aneonicious  of  the  dia> 
advHriaget  under  which  I  labor,  in  addretaing  the  Senate 
at  tWs  late  period;  but  it  has  been  properly  remarked, 
IB  the  course  of  this  debate,  that  we  are  en^f^d  in  no 
epheoKnl  tranaaetiont  that  this  ni^t'a  work  is  not  to 
pasa  away  with  the  occasion;  it  ia  not  to  be  consigned  at 
enee  **  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capuleta,"  with  things  unwor- 
thy of  remembranee.  All  connected  with  the  matter 
HMer  oonsideration  are  doomed  (o  immorUlity,  for  good 
or  fcr  evil;  and  as  it  ia  my  destiny  and  my  purpose  to  ap- 
propriate a  humble  leaf  from  this  fadeless  wreath,  to 
rescue  from  oblivion  a  name  which  would  otherwise  be 
forgotten  when  the  rndiridual  who  bears  it  shall  cease  to 
breathe,  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  my 
courie,  not  with  the  vain  hope  of  their  being  as  immor- 
tal as  the  act  they  aecoroptny,  but  merely  for  the  tempo- 
rary nt'oftetion  of  my  peraonal  acquaintances.  I  am 
aware  that  this  subject  has  been  treated  with  singular 
•btfily  on  both  sides  of  th'n  hall,  and  may,  perhaps,  be 
tbovjfhtcidiaaited;  but  as,  in  some  respects,  my  views  dif- 
fer consMersbly  from  any  I  have  beretofore  heard  ad- 
vanced, I  tike  the  liberty  of  offering  them.  It  is  the 
■ore  pR^>er  I  should  do  so,  as,  in  a  motion  I  shall  take 
oeeasion  to  make  before  I  sit  down,  I  might  otherwise 
nbjeet  ayself  to  the  misapprehension  both  of  friends  and 
fees,  (witliout  meaning,  however,  to  use  the  latter  term 
in  its  moat  oflTensive  sense. ) 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  who  discoursed  so 
eloquently  upon  this  subject  the  other  day,  was  pleased 
to  say,  bcetiously,  that  those  who  rote  for  this  expunging 
leaidatian  wilt  be  placed  on  "a  bad  eminence,"  dam- 
ned to  a  &me  Kke  that  of  Enilostraiwr,  who  destroyed 
W  fife  one  of  the  aeven  wonders  of  tiie  world,  the  Ephe< 
■an  temple  of  Dianat  and  doubtlcts  the  same  wild  fsncy 
which  ted  him  to  this  conclusion  has  pictured  for  him- 
self and  h'la  associates  a  clasaic  reputation  like  that  of  the 
celebrated  Roman  conspiiaton,  who  slew  a  Caesar  in  the 
Capitol.  Hsppily,  however,  the  latter  parallel  fails  in 
most  important  paKleuIarst  for  the  ancienU  actuslly 
wrooglit  the  physical  death  of  a  usurper,  while  the  mod- 
erns have  only  atiempted  the  moral  death  of  a  patriot. 

I  regret  tlwt  those  who  framed  the  preamble  affixed 
to  this  resolution  have  thought  proprr  to  make  it  to 
)sng>,  not  on  account  of  its  having  furnished  a  subject  of 
wit  to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  but  because  it  has 
iJready  thrown  difficulties  in  the  way  of  some,  and  is  still 
Kkcly  to  throw  difRculties  in  the  way  of  myself,  and 
others  friendly  to  the  resolution  itself.    That  delicate 
Kacbine,  the  human  mind,  formed  by  an  invisible  band, 
•  exceedingly  subtile  in  its  operations,  and  like  the 
Valebes  which  ncenpied  the  attention  of  that  great  mon- 
■reh,  Chftrlea  V,  of  Germany,  after  his  retirement  from 
Ibe  cares  of  empire,  no  two  will  operate  precisely  alike. 
Many  minds  may  come  to  a  similar  conclusion;  but  in 
the  processes  by  which  they  arrive  st  it  will  probably  all 
vmry  In  •  greater  or  leas  degree.    This  ia  found  to  be 
lb«  case  in  the  most  simple  and  familiar  matters,  and  still 
■ware  m  in  thoae  of  complication  and  rare  occurrence. 
I  wWi  Mme  reference  could  have  been  had.  In  framing 
tbts  preamble,  to  the  advice  of  a  celebrated  statesman,  to 
m  i<Mge  then  recently  appointed  to  one  of  the  British 
provinces.    "Decide,"  said  he,  "according  to  your 
jud^wsent  of  wlist  is  right,  but  give  no  reasons  for  your 
decision.  Thooanda  may  approve  the  one,  who  will  not 
concur  with  you  in  the  other."   Regardless  of  this  pru- 
dent counsel,  many  reasons  are  offered  in  this  preamble 
for  Um  ohimate  eoncluaion  that  it  ia  right  to  expunge 
fina  tke  Jo«rMl  <tf  tbt  ScnMe  the  obmniaai  molution 


of  March,  1834  ;  and  among  them  it  ia  stated  that  tha 
said  resolution  was  unconstitutional.  In  this  reason  I 
cannot  concur,  because  I  do  not  unite  in  the  opinion  that 
It  is  founded  in  fact.  I  cannot,  therefore,  conscientiously 
put  it  forth  in  this  formal  manner,  as  constituting  a  portion 
of  the  bass  of  an  imporUnt  action  in  which  I  am  desirous 
to  nmte.  An  act,  according  to  my  understanding,  is  un* 
constitutional,  which  is  prohibited,  in  express  terms,  by 
the  constitution,  or  which  is  done  in  substantial  omission 
of  something  commanded  by  it.  Now,  I  do  not  find  in 
the  constitution  any  prohibition  upon  the  Senate  from 
uttering  an  opinion,  collectively  or  individually,  upon 
any  subject  whatsoever.  I  agree  that  the  constitution 
only  expressly  authorixes  them  to  perform  certain  legis- 
lative, executive  and  judicial  functions,  and  preacribei 
the  mode,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  which  they  shall  per- 
form them,  and  that  a  performance  of  these  acts  in  any 
substantial  disregard  of  this  prescription  would  be  un- 
constitutional, while  all  acts  done,  not  mentioned  or 
distinctly  referred  to  in  the  constitution,  are  done  with- 
out its  wsrrant.  But,  then,  the  constitution  has  not  taken 
away,  to  far  as  the  matter  under  eonMeration  is  con- 
cerned, that  right  which,  in  a  state  of  nature,  all  men 
derivt;d  from  the  God  who  made  them,  to  utter  their 
thoughts,  as  individuHls  or  collectively,  however  assem- 
bled, upon  things  in  general.  Restrictions  upon  this 
privilege  are  certainly  to  be  found  in  the  Divine  law  it- 
self, and  in  the  many  maxims  of  propriety  which  society 
lias,  from  lime  to  time,  and  in  various  ways,  laid  down 
for  the  government  of  its  members.  But  I  deny  that  the 
constitution  of  the  United  Slates  baa  laid  down  any  re- 
striction applicable  to  the  present  ease,  and  would  in 
vain  ask  fur  its  production.  I  know  that,  in  disputing  the 
soundness  of  this  reason  set  forth  in  the  preamble,  I  en- 
counter the  opinions  of  many  wise  men,  for  whom  I  have 
the  profoundest  respect.  But,  while  this  furnishes  me 
with  a  strong  and  only  reason  for  doub'ingthe  soundneaa 
of  my  own  view,  it  will  not  jtntify  me  in  asaertinr  that  ai 
a  truth  of  which  I  am  not  convineedt  and  stilt  tess  that 
to  which  my  own  fsculties  altogether  refuse  their  assent. 
When  a  nun  undertakes  to  assert  any  thing  deliberately, 
he  must  do  so  upon  his  own  conviction,  and  not  upon  the 
mere  opinions  of  others.  Those  who  insist  upon  llie  un- 
constitutionality of  the  resolution  of  1834,  treat  it  as  an 
BCtusI  impeachment  of  the  President,  without  having 
wailed  for  the  accusation  constitutionally  preferred  by 
the  Uuusc  of  Keprcientatives.  If  I  could  admit  or  per- 
ceive the  fact  that  the  resolution  of  1S34  was  an  impMcli- 
nent  of  the  President,  in  the  technical  sense  of  iliat 
word,  I  should  have  no  drfficully  in  unitiog  in  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  a  palpable  violation  of  the  eonsiitution. 
But  impeachment,  as  used  in  the  constitution,  is  a  tech- 
nical  term,  and  all  that  enters  into  the  technical  idea  em- 
braced in  the  term  must  exist  to  make  it  applicable.  A 
mimber  of  unauthorized  persona  may  pronounce  a  man 
guilty  of  an  offence,  but  no  one  for  that  reason  would 
say  that  he  had  been  tried.  If  a  judge  goes  into  court, 
and,  without  the  finding  of  an  indictment,  or  any  other 
formal  accusation  against  a  person,  directs  an  entry  to  be 
made  upon  the  record  that  he  is  guilty  of  a  certain  of- 
fence, it  could  not  be  said  that  he  bad  been  tried.  I'lio 
substantial  part  of  an  impeachment  or  trial  is  the  punish- 
ment consequent  upon  being  fnund  guilty  t  and  no  matter 
by  what  name  a  proceeding  may  be  called,  it  docs  not 
meet  the  idea  embraced  in  these  expresMons,  either  in 
laws  or  constitutiim^  if  conviction  upon  it  does  not  in- 
volve punishment  as  a  regular  coiistquence.  In  the  pro- 
ceeding referred  to  in  the  Senate  there  was  condemna- 
tion, but  it  was  not  a  condemnation  which  drew  after  it 
punishment^  or  in  pursuance  of  which  punislimc&t  could 
have  been  inflicted.  In  nutter*  of  this  sort  names  are 
tbii^ti  and  whenever  we  lufier  ounelves  to  be  drawn 
away  from  Uielr  KceptBi|ii^oi6ieUigitdQg^  our- 
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■elves  upon  a  wide  ocean  of  uncertainty,  and  our  mindi^ 
like  a  veaiel,  however  richly  frn^ted,  without  compass 
or  polar  star,  can  nerer  calculate  on  ultimately  reaehinjr 
any  place  of  security.  To  say  that  the  Senate  impeached 
the  President  in  the  reaolution  of  1834  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, a  pure  asiumptioni  and  if  the  resolution  was  not 
an  impeachment,  no  one  contends,  I  believe,  that  it  was 
a  literal  violation  of  the  constitution.  But  it  is  insisted 
that,  if  not  a  literal  violation  of  the  constilulton,  the  reso> 
lution  of  1834  was  a  violation  of  its  spirit.  1  belong,  Mr. 
President,  to  a  clau  of  politicians,  and  I  am  proud  to  say 
an,  who  deny  that  the  constitution  has  any  spirit.  Like 
Shylock's  bond,  we  hold  that  whatever  is  not  found  in  it 
cannot  be  claimed  under  it;  in  grants  and  its  prohibi- 
tions are  such,  as  that  he  who  reads  may  perceive  them, 
and  no  artful  conitructionist  is  at  liberty  to  stretch  it  to 
his  purposes,  or  to  hammer  it  out,  like  gold  leaf,  until  it 
covers  the  uniTcrse.  Believing,  then,  thai  the  Senate  was 
exercising  no  coralilutional  function  in  their  vote  of  cen- 
sure upon  the  President;  and  that  in  all  other  matters  the 
constitution  leaves  to  them,  unimpaired,  all  tlieir  natural 
rights  of  expressing  (heir  opinion*,  in  whatever  way  as- 
sembled, and  upon  any  subject,  I  cannot  concur  in  the 
reason  sss-gned  for  expunging  the  resolution  of  1834, 
that  it  was  an  unconstitutional  act.  But  in  thus  difTering 
with  my  friends,  and  making  this  concesuon  to  the  op- 
position, 1  think  I  am  very  far  from  weakening  the  cause 
of  the  former,  and  am  presenting  the  latter  with  a  Tro- 
jan horse;  in  admitting  that  their  act  was  not  unconititu* 
tional,  I  sweep  away  at  a  breath  the  whole  superstruc- 
ture t>ehiiid  which  the  opposers  of  expunction  bare,  as 
they  ieem  to  conceive,  securely  ensconced  themselves. 
But  of  this  by  and  by. 

Ahbougli  the  resohilion  of  1834  be  not  unconstitu- 
tional, nor  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
I*  it  may  yet  invade  a  spirit  and  viohtc  an  authority  even 
superior  to  the  constitution,  and  abundant  reasons  may 
remain  fur  iu  expunction  ;  and  it  is  my  purpose  to  show 
that  it  ought  to  be  exptinf^ed  for  its  impropriety,  its 
dangetous  tendency,  its  injustice,  and  its  falsehood. 
And  here  allow  me  to  apologize  for  t1>e  strong  language 
I  must  occasionally  use,  during  the  progreas  of  these  re- 
marks, although  fecliiw,  aa  i  do,  great  deference  for  those 
whose  acts  I  am  condemning,  and  conscious  that  I  am 
myself  aa  prone  to  infirmity  aa  any  man.  But  I  must 
speak  plainly,  and  therefore  I  say,  in  the  first  place,  that 
the  resolution  of  1834  was,  in  my  judgment,  the  most 
flagrant  violation  of  propriety  ever  perpetrated  by  a 
high,  honorable,  and  dignrlied  body.  To  recur  to  an 
illustration  already  used,  suppose  a  j<idge  arrives  at  a 
certain  place,  where  he  is  to  hold  a  court  of  criminal 
juriadietion,  and,  amonff  other  things,  he  learna  that  a 
particular  individual  ia  charged  with  some  capital  oSence; 
he  hears  the  ex^Nir/c  atatementsof  rumor,  and  makes  up 
his  opinion  that  the  peraon  ia  guilty.  Not  sati&fied  with 
this,  when  he  enters  the  court-house,  he  calls  upon  the 
clerk  solemnly  to  declare  upon  the  record  that  such 
a  person  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  presiding  judge,  cer- 
tainly guilty  of  such  a  apeafic  offence.  It  ia  Ime  the 
grand  jury  have  found  no  bill,  the  alleged  offender  has 
not  even  been  apprehended,  no  voice  haa  been  heard 
in  his  defence,  and  no  punishment  could  follow  the 
prejudication.  Yet  would  it  not  be  an  act  of  the  groaa- 
est  and  most  flagrant  violation  of  judicial  propriety.' 
M'ould  not  public  execration  overwhelm  (he  wretch 
who  bad  perpetrated  it,  and  hurl  htm  from  the  llatton 
he  had  degraded? 

In  the  case  of  the  single  judffe,  eveir  one  is  struck  at 
once  with  the  glaring  impropnety  of  his  conduct.  And 
is  that  impropnety  at  all  diminished  because  perpetrated 
by  nambenr  Are  there  not.  In  faci,  features  in  (he 
principal  eaae  even  more  oppressive  than  in  the  one  by 
which  1  hare  attempted  to  illustrate  Hi  in  the  case  of 


the  judge,  he  tries  the  culprit  by  a  rigid,  welMefioed 
hw,  and  can  make  nothing  a  subject  of  poaidinwiit 
which  the  law  has  not  expressly  declared  so;  and,  ia  iht 
application  of  bets  to  the  law,  is  dependent  oo  a  jwr 
for  the  finding  of  those  facts,  and  can  aisuine  notbi^ 
which  the  jury  do  not  expressly  find.  Mental  Imi, 
therefore,  or  prejudication  on  his  part,  it  would  leea^ 
could  not  be  attended  with  any  great  degree  of  m* 
chief.  And  yet  the  common  sense,  and,  1  miy  add,  the 
eomoMm  principles  of  mankind,  revolt  at  the  diglitca 
indication  of  such  bias  or  prejudication.  But  the  Sea- 
ate  of  the  United  States  are  judges  both  of  Uwandftc!; 
nay,  to  a  great  extent,  they  make  the  law  by  whidi  tbe 
person  charged  is  to  be  tried.  What  volume  eontiiMi 
recital  of  the  acts  for  which  the  President  of  the  Uiited 
States,  or  any  other  public  officer,  is  subject  to  ia- 
peachment?  There  ia  no  auch  volume.  Any  oiide- 
meanor  in  office  will  warrant  impeachment  aadessnt 
tion ;  and  what  is  such  misdemeanor  is  left  to  Ike  am 
discretion  of  the  Senate,  and  they  promulge  Ifae  bv  it 
the  very  moment  that  they  pronounce  the  pihoriti 
infraction?  It  is  only  necessary  for  tbe  HouMoIBtp- 
resentatives  to  charge  the  offence,  and  the  Sente  bift 
then  the  uncontrolled  right  to  decide  the  two  questiois 
whether  the  facU  exist;  and  tf  so,  whether  (bey ire 
the  subjects  of  punishment.  Surely,  atribunsliow 
stituted  ought,  of  all  othen^  to  keep  its  facultiei  ddu- 
fluenced  by  raslily  expressed  opinion).  But  tbe  vont 
feature  of  impropriety  yet  remains  to  be  conaidered.  Ii 
is  a  general  principle,  that  no  mancan  beajudgeiai 
cause  where  he  has  an  interest ;  but  sometribuntlntn 
constituted  (hat  this  wholesome  principle  cinnoti|n]n 
be  applied.  In  such  a  case,  it  would  seem  that  i  jt^P 
so  situated  would,  above  all  others,  feel  most  povernl. 
iy  restrained  from  alluwtng  himself  any  indulgeDce  ii 
previous  expressions  of  opiniona  which  might  prejudice 
tlie  person  charged,  or  from  prematurely  eviociofr 
strength  of  his  own  bias.  And  yet  the  Sensie  ctflbe 
United  States,  the  constitutional  tribunal  for  the  tral  H 
the  Preiideni  fur  unconstitutional  acts,  prejudgei  bin 
in  a  matter  in  which  individual  Senators  have  s  penoo- 
al  interest.  I  du  not  mean  to  say  that  their  penow 
interest  was  enlnted  by  golden  bribes,  received  is  ise 
shape  of  fees,  or  otherwise,  from  the  United  Sum 
Bank  t  although  such  things  have  been  said,  I,  fbrosr, 
do  not  believe  them.  1  do  not  think  that  suCi  wn  w 
interest  they  felt  in  the  question.  No  ;  a  nobler  pww 
blinded  them  to  the  impropriety  of  the  acttbey  wtw 
committing  ;  a  passion  which  has  been  called  the  rite  ot 
great  minds  ;  a  passion  planted  in  the  bumin  '>'<*'*^ 
the  wisest  purposes  t  but  one  of  the  most  d>ngcnxiiw 
desolating  where  it  gains  unliallowcd  mastery.  Arw 
political  strife  had  been  waging  for  yeari^  and  tiint 
and  wealth,  and  every  other  engine  of  human  po«^ 
had  been  employed  in  ila  progress.  No  mschtBewd 
been  so  powerful  aa  the  United  States  Dank  ia  co^ 
ducing  to  the  spread  of  opinions  upon  whose  tucccsue 
party  to  which  these  Senators  belonged  be"*™* 
own  triumph,  and  the  welfare  of  tbe  nation,  <o*|^^ 
To  these  opiniona  Senators  bad  subscribed 
decided  and  public  manner,  and  upon  (berabaaAkn 
their  hopes  of  renown  and  worldly  distinctioB.  Tmt 
were  opposed  by  the  sdministratlon.  and  a  stero,  ^J*'~ 
ing  front  presented  by  it  to  their  advance.  Forthaiw 
President  had  been  strongly  denounced,  and  8eB»i«* 
themselves  had  not  been  backward  in  brealhinf  "P* 
the  waves  of  opposition,  and  stirring  them  iaj"  j 
and,  finalW,  in  (he  tumult  of  this  excitement, 
of  the  high,  honorable  and  delicate  propriety  wfci* 
aa  men  and  individuals,  has  ever  charsclcriied  («"> 
and  their  elevated  standing  as  the consiitutioDa]^>||"J 
the  President,  they  commandeOis  gudt  to  be  t^^^ 
bcfive  any  legal  accuaer  had  ^Mie«winMr>ud 
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auAtf  refused  to  hnr  hii  defeace.  Am  I  not  wimnt- 
cda  ondcr  thcM  eireumttsneei,  in  pronouneing  the  act 
one  oTgroM and  fl«|^nt  impropriety? 

But  I  have  nid  it  it  an  act  dangerooa  in  Its  tendency 
aa  ft  precedent*  and  Tor  that  reason  ought  to  be  expun- 
ged. The  constitution  liss  pointed  out  the  mode  in 
which  the  different  branches  of  the  Go%'emment  are  mu- 
tually to  check  and  balance  each  other,  and  no  where  is 
VbU  mrormal  mode  of  expressing  disapprobation  advert- 
ed to  as  one  of  them.  Crimination  iRvartablj  leads  to 
recrimination.  The  beginning  ofatrife  baa  been  aptly 
eonpared  in  the  acripturea  to  the  letting  out  of  waters  ; 
the  natural  result  is,  that  every  thing  valuable  within 
its  reach  is  carried  away  in  its  desolating  sweep.  "  One 
word,"  in  homely  adage,  "brings  on  another;"  and 
whether  the  strife  of  tongues  begins  between  two  old 
w'nrc*  at  the  fish  market,  or  the  Prendent  and  Senate, 
anger  quickly  subdues  all  the  nobler  faculties  of  the 
Bind,  nnd  unnatural  and  cruel  warfare  is  the  probable 
result.  A  practical  illustration  of  this  idea  is  furnished 
in  the  civil  wsrs  of  England,  already  alludt'd  toby  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut.  A  etrife  in  which  all  the 
Vtci  of  family  and  kindred  were  ditsolred,  and  the  near- 
est and  the  dearest  brought  to  quench  a  savsge  thirst  in 
irach  other's  blood,  originated  in  an  undignified  war  of 
words  between  the  King  and  the  Parliament,  If  the 
princifrie  be  established  that  it  is  proper  for  one  branch 
ofrbe  Goremnent,  assembled  as  Moh,  (but  In  » man. 
ner  no  informal  u  to  leave  it  a  matter  of  contest  wheth* 
cr  it  19  an  official  act  or  not,)  to  condemn  the  tela 
of  another,  the  most  fearful  consequences  must  be  ap- 
prehended. If  the  Senate  may  Informally  condemn  the 
Prendent,  so  it  may  the  Rouse  of  Representatives,  and 
the  House  of  Sepresentativei  the  Senate.  Scenes  must 
then  originate  which,  if  carried  out  far  into  practice, 
would  degrade  the  nation  in  the  eyea  of  strangers,  and 
add  much  to  the  uncertainly  of  the  tenure  by  which  do- 
mestic quiet  ia  retained.  The  principle  is  therefore 
dsngerous  in  the  extreme)  and  ought  to  be  roost  prompt- 
ly dtscounlenanced. 

I  urge,  as  a  third  reason  for  expunging  the  resolution 
of  1834,  that  it  is  unjust.  It  is  true  the  then  President 
of  the  United  States  still  retains  hii  office,  and  no  remo- 
val can  take  place  in  eonaequenee  of  the  condemnstion 
tberein  expressed;  yet  its  obvious  and  designed  tenden- 
BHist  have  been  to  degrade  the  Chief  Hagislrale  in 
(be  eyes  of  the  country.  Want  of  principle,  or  want  of 
capacity,  la  the  alternative  iett  to  him  in  the  estimation  of 
111  who  believe  this  accusation  to  be  true.  They  muKt 
titber  pronounce  him  a  sacrilegious  violator  of  the  con- 
Ritution  of  his  country,  or  a  very  incompetent  judge  of 
its  provtstons.  "  Surely,  '*  it  would  be  sakl  by  all  whose 
koovle^e  of  aflkirs  did  not  induce  Ihero  to  look  beyond 
the  Okere  surface  of  this  transaction,  **  the  Senate  would 
ao4  have  thus  harahly  condemned  the  President  for  some 
■light  oversight,  fur  some  small  misapprehennon  of  du- 
ty, into  which  any  man  might  have  fallen.  No!  no!  it  is 
some  grave  matter,  in  which  the  constitulion  has  been  so 
grossly  Tiohted  that  none  but  trash,  headstrong,  unprin- 
cipled man,  who  heeded  not,  or  an  ignoramus,  too  dull  to 
perceive,  could  have  been  the  actor."  This  ia  the  natu- 
ral conclusion^  and  what  a  dilemma  for  one  to  be  re- 
duced to  in  this  bnd,  where  popular  opinion  is  to  a  pub- 
lic man  the  breath  of  his  noslrili!  That  the  Senate, 
availing  itself  of  its  usually  just  title  to  public  confidence, 
shouU  denounce  a  man,  uncited  and  unheard,  as  a  viola- 
tor of  the  constitution  of  his  country,  whom  the  popular 
vmce  bad  pronounced  nnost  worthy  among  the  millions  of 
American  citizens  to  fill  the  most  dignified  and  responsi- 
ble trust,  is  to  my  apprehension  the  grosseat  Insult  to  the 
public  sense  of  justice  I  have  ever  witnetaed.  Very 
few,  but  the  very  individual  against  whom  it  was  direct- 
cd,  irbo  would  not  have  sank  benealh  it. 


But  this  objection  to  the  resolution  of  1834  depends 
altogether  for  support  upon  another,  which  I  come  now 
to  consider,  embracing,  in  fact,  the  pith  of  thia  eontro* 
verayt  and  that  is,  aa  1  have  siud,  its  fidsehood.  And 
here,  again,  I  must  spologise  for  the  harshness  of  the 
term  used,  from  the  necessity  1  sm  under  to  spesk  plain- 
ly, not  meaning  for  a  moment  to  apply  it  to  the  individ- 
ual veracity  of  those  who  voted  for  that  resolution. 
There  may  be  falsehood  in  a  legal  conclusion,  however 
sincere  the  man  who  arrives  at  iti  and  whenever  one 
comes  to  the  conclusion  that  certain  acts  are  onconstita- 
tional,  all  who  diflfer  with  him  must  believe  his  conc1u< 
eion  false,  whatever  terms  they  may  adopt  to  express 
their  dissent.  About  the  acts  done  by  the  President,  in 
reference  to  which  this  resolution  was  adopted,  there  is 
no  controversy  I  but  that  those  acts  were  unconstitutional 
is,  in  my  judgment,  moat  falsely  asserted  by  the  reaolu< 
tion;  the  position  is  so  f.il9r,  so  gross  i  perveraion  of  the 
constitution,  that  it  ought  never  to  have  been  taken; 
such  a  dangerous  mtsrepresentation  of  that  sacred  instru- 
ment, thAt  It  ouglit,  as  far  as  possible,  to  be  annihilated, 
and  treated  as  though  it  had  never  been.  It  ia  so  palpa- 
bly erroneous,  that  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  any 
man  of  common  sense  or  common  honesty,  whose  mind 
was  perfectly  free  from  previous  bias,  could  for  a  mo- 
ment countenance  it.  But  when,  as  1  believe,  under 
the  impulM  of  excited  feelings,  mnd  in  tlie  blindness  of 
party  strife,  it  has  recehred  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  I 
am  unwilling  It  should  remain,  to  shed  its  deceptive  light 
upon  future  agea,  and  mislead  others  to  their  ruin.  At 
the  time  this  resolution  was  adopted  I  had  not  the  honor 
of  a  seat  in  this  body;  but  I  waa  a  lover  of  my  country, 
and  felt  a  deep  solicitude  for  every  thing  connected  with 
its  interests.  I  then  believed,  and  do  still  believe,  its 
Senate  a  body  surpassed  by  none  on  earth  in  dignity,  and 
my  eye  was  turned  anxiously  upun  its  movemrnts.  Hu- 
mor bad  given  out  that  this  resolution  was  to  be  brought 
furwardi  I  was  not  ignorant  of  the  obscuring  effects 
of  passion  upon  the  clearest  intellecti  and  }et  I  did 
think  the  constitutionality  of  the  President's  action  so 
obvious  that  it  waa  impossible  to  blink  it.  I  confess, 
when  I  first  heard  the  removal  of  the  depositee  announc. 
ed,  I  was  atartled  by  the  boldness  of  the  measure,  but  [ 
did  not  fur  a  moment  doubt  the  constituttonslity  of  the 
act.  I  was  apprehensive  that  the  Preaident  had  so  far 
outrun  public  opinion,  it  would  never  overtake  himi  and 
his  sdministration,  deprived  of  that  esseniisl  support, 
would  no  longer  be  useful  to  the  country.  This  wssihe 
extent  of  my  alarm.  Contrary  to  my  expectation,  how- 
ever, the  Senate  has  pronounced  the  act  unconstitutional, 
and  it  ia  not  sufficient  for  us  to  make  a  mere  negation, 
without  reasoning  the  matter  a  little.  I  am  well  aware, 
sir,  that  the  idea  of  the  unity  of  the  Executive  has  not 
been  opposed  only,  but  has  been  actually  turned  into 
ridicule.  But  the  day  has  gone  by  when  ridicule  was 
the  acknowledged  test  of  truth;  it  has  been  found  to 
level  its  shafts  with  equal  success  against  subjects  the 
lightest  and  the  gravest-^against  the  phantoms  of  false- 
hood, and  the  most  solemn  realities.  Of  the  unity  of  (he 
executive  branch  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  we  need  look  no  farther  for  evidence  than  the 
constitution  itself,  which  declares  *'  the  executive  power 
shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America."  He  is  in  fact  the  only  executive  officer  crea- 
ted by  the  constitution,  all  others  owing  their  existence 
to  the  legislative  power  of  Congress. 

In  18CX),  but  a  few  years  after  this  constitution  was 
formed,  and  its  ordinal  plan  and  design  ww  fresh  in  the 
memory  of  sll,  the  unity  of  the  Executive  is  distinclly 
recognised,  in  a  paper  drawn  up  with  great  care  and  de- 
liberation, for  the  express  purpose  of  slaying  the  waves 
of  federal  power.  I  mean  Mr.  Ma^t^'a  celebrated  re- 
pwt.  in  wluGh  it  la  stated^  '* '^^'^^^(^^^n'^'^"^ 
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organisation  of  the  consiiiution,  its  leitUlativc  powera 
•re  VMicd  In  the  Coi^ent  H»  exeaUive  powen  in  the 
PretiderUf  ind  ito  judicial  powers  in  a  supreme  and  in- 
ferior  tribunals.  The  union  of  any  two  of  (bese  powrr-," 
it  proceeds.  *'  and  still  more,  of  atl  tlirpe,  in  any  one  of 
thfse  departments,  must  cnnsequently  Mibvert  the  con- 
alilutional  organization  of  them."  The  other  officrrs 
provided  by  law  are  mere  aRentH,  through  whom  he  it 
to  Fulfil  the  great  trust  confided  to  htm  by  the  eonstitu- 
tbni  and  whenever  the  duties  prescribed  for  them  from 
time  to  time  are  not,  according  to  his  judgment,  so  per- 
formed M  best  to  promote  the  public  gnotl,  it  is  not  only 
his  riglit  btit  his  duty  to  change  them.  His  right  of 
remoVal  being  thus  unqueationablr,  no  charf^e  of  uncon- 
stitutionality can  rest  upon  liim  fnr  the  mere  exercise  of 
a  di<>cretion  confided  to  him  by  the  cnnatitution.  But  it 
is  not  denied  by  the  President  or  his  friends^  that  the 
removal  of  the  depositea  was,  in  fiict,  his  own  aeti  ami 
for  whaterer  of  unconititutionality  or  illegality  may  be 
in  it  he  isresponiible.  It  is  trtie  the  charter  uf  the  Uniled 
Slates  Bank  declares  thai  bank  to  be  the  place  uf  deponile 
for  the  public  moneys,  and  thai  they  shall  only  be  removed 
from  thence  at  the  wtll  of  the  Secretsiy  of  the  I'rvasury. 
Whenever,  therefore,  that  will  is  expressed,  the  con- 
dition is  perfbrmcil,  and  the  right  of  the  bank  to  retain 
the  moneys  under  their  charter,  viewing  it  as  a  conlraci, 
eipirea*  and  tlie  law  of  the  land  regulating  the  disposal 
of  the  public  treasure  is  fulfilled.  II  is  not  denied  that 
Mr.  Dnane,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  did  not 
choose  so  (o  exercise  his  will,  and  refused  to  order  the 
removal  of  the  depnsitest  but  he  was  himself  reoiored^ 
and  another,  quite  as  wise  and  as  honest,  appointed  in 
his  stead,  who,  without  hesitation,  dissolved  the  spell  by 
which  the  bank  retained  the  public  moneys,  and  ordered 
them  to  be  removed.  It  is  contended  that  this  condition 
was  imposed  upon  the  bank  in  the  retention  of  the  pub- 
lic depaaites,  altogether  in  reference  to  their  security, 
and  it  was  a  violation  of  the  compact  to  remove  tliem  for 
any  other  reason  than  insecurity.  But  are  tiiose  the 
terms  of  the  condition.'  Is  any  reference  made  in  that 
condition  to  the  motives  upon  which  the  Secretary  should 
exercise  the  power  Intrusted  to  him  of  pulling  an  end  to 
the  depository  character  of  the  bank'  No  such  reference, 
no  such  intimation,  is  to  be  found.  Had  the  bank  applied 
to  him  for  his  reasons,  he  might  and  ought  to  have  treated 
the  application  as  an  impertinent  demand.  But  reasons 
be  was  bound  to  give  lo  Cnngress,  and  he  did  give  them. 
I'hese  reasons  could  not  have  been  asked  for  in  reference 
to  the  rights  of  the  bank,  for,  so  far  as  she  is  concerned, 
a  nsked  trust  has  been  exercised,  and  there  iranend  of 
the  matter)  but  simply  to  enable  Congress,  as  the  iruardian 
of  the  public  treasure,  toexircise  that  supervision  over 
what  had  been  done,  its  management  during  the  rt-cesa, 
which  i(  ought  of  rifrht  lo  do.  A  disiiigenuous  cUmur 
has  been  rmited  fur  the  purpose  of  throwing  the  true 
questions  in  this  investigation  into  obscurity,  that  the  act 
of  removal  produce<l  a  union  nf  the  purse  and  theswi>rdi 
but  did  Congreos  believe  that  sneh  would  be  the  conse- 
quence, when  it  expressly  authorized  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tre»Kury  to  make  ihe  removal  whenever,  in  his  jud|j- 
ment,  it  should  be  expedient '  Ami  the  matter  has  been 
treated  as  if  ihe  President  had  with  his  own  hiincl  mude 
the  removal  ol  the  deposites.  Ifsuch  uere  thefvci,  where 
Whs  tlie  necessity  of  removinK  one  Secretary,  and  puttinff 
in  another?  If  Ihe  Preiiideiit'M  purpose  was,  by  aeiual  und 
lawless  force,  to  seize  the  money  in  lite  Treasury,  lie 
migltt  as  well  have  passed  by  one  Secretary  as  annilier. 
But  the  (mill  ih,  m  is  well  known  to  every  intrltiKent 
anil  Candid  man,  the  mtiney  in  the  Treasury  was  jnsi  as 
iiiacce-'sible  t<»  the  persmiHl  contact  of  the  Preiiident 
alter  \he  removal  it  was  beforei  ulLthe  fi-cal  machin- 
ery pruviiled  by  law  for  preserving  the  personal  honesty 
of  all  bivinf  Miy  thing  tu  du  with  lite  publio  mun«y 


operated  in  the  same  way,  and  precise^  tbe  sane  pi»> 
cess  was  necessary  to  place  a  aingle  dollar  in  the  sctad 
grasp  of  any  person  whatsoever.    But  it  hss  been  nrpd, 
in  reference  to  the  public  ss  well  as  the  bank,  (htttbr 
only  ground  upon  which  removal  was  proper  aasihe » 
cur  ly  of  the  public  money.    To  llii<  1  reply,  ssbtfote, 
nmhing  of  the  kind  is  menlioned  in  the  condition  of  the 
clause  which  forms  like  only  reatrictinn  in  conneiM 
with  this  ttibjeot  upon  the  general  executive  power  tsd 
duty  to  act  in  all  things  for  tbe  promotion  of  tbe  pm 
purposes  of  the  Federal  Oovemment.    If,  then,  the  PrcAj 
dent  perceived  that  for  any  reason  the  pubUcpwdn- 
quired  that  the  public  money  should  no  longer  renuin  it 
the  vautla  of  ihe  United  States  Bsnk,  ii  was  not  only  bii 
privilege  but  his  duty  to  direct  Ihe  proper  officerion- 
move  it.    Should  he  turn  out  to  be  mistaken  ia  hii  sw 
lions  of  expediency,  however  reprehensible  forwinlof 
ability  in  the  discharge  of  hia  high  functions,  there 
be  no  pretence  for  the  charge  of  uncnnsiitutioatliij. 
And  here,  perhaps,  I  have  said  ail  that  is  nrocmryfar 
the  maintenance  of  my  position,  that  the  rcMhlionof 
1834  was  false  in  asserting  Ihe  act  of  the  President  to  be 
unconsliiutional.    But  I  asaume  for  the  Prettdenl  it<H 
higher  ground,  and  iuust  that  his  act  was  not  only  Itpl 
and  eunstituiional,  but  that  it  was  in  Uie  hiftbeM  dqrtt 
expedient;  that  it  was  a  stroke  of  gciwrsUiip  «M 
causes  the  laurr  la  of  New  rieans  to  look  pate  and  vitb. 
ered.    We  have  already  had  occasion  to  ghnce  Af;h\ij 
at  the  history  of  the  times  connected  with  the  trsrweiKii 
under  consideration.    At  the  close  of  tbe  war  of  1812- 
'15,  the  nation  was  deeply  involved  in  debt,  and  ihe 
tional  coffers  were  empty;  ingenuity  snd  pstrioliifi ww« 
taxed  to  contrive  expedients  for  meeting  tbe  difiesS 
exigency;  our  recent  foes  abroail,  and  in4lecootesis»i 
home,  were  mocking  at  our  dislres",  and  ihepoliiim 
party  whose  firmness  and  genins,  Bxl^tl  bythetslw" 
our  army  and  navy,  had  brought  to  a  glorious  ttm» 
lion  a  most  unequal   war,  saw  bankruptcy  *i>d  as- 
grace  ready  to  overwhelm  them.    Under  these  ciw* 
sUnces,  as  tbe  plank  in  the  shipwreck,  Ihe  "P^*"  , 
a  United  Stales  Bank  wai  seised  uptm,  and  soflWi  i*l 
am  informed,  who  doubted  its  constitulionalityi  sad  tcM 
even  who  .believed  it  unconstitutional,  were  driven  by 
the  apparent  necessity  of  the  case  to  give  the  iKiwf* 
their  support.    Tbe  bank  was  chartered,  perfsMwK* 
functione,  and  the  term  of  its  existence  was  drswinf « 
close.    Application  was  made  for  a  renewal  of  iti  eWj 
ter,  and  having  made  many  fi  lends  w.th  ■<  ilie  ni»m">« 
of  unrighteousneHs,"  a  willing  ear  was  lent  to  its  •pP''**' 
tion.    Some  believed  the  question  of  oncon8tititii»»l''J 
put  to  real  by  precedent  and  adjudication,  and  no 
open  as  an  avad  ible  caiihc  of  oppnsiiion.    For  *sn» 
reasons,  however,  its  pray.r  for  a  cootiiiuance  of 
tsteoce  was  granted  by  the  Senate  ai-d  ^'^'^r^j 
seniattves.    But  ihe  concurrei-ce  of  anollier 
the  Government  was  necesiaiy  to  ilie  ^""'P'fV''*  j) 
hopeK,  and  its  application  there  was 
which  waked  up,  as  hy  a  trumpet-call  SOUmU 
doctrines  lonji  since  supposed  lo  have  sunk  '"'"Jj,'!'  , 
her  from  whence  they  wi.uld  never  a*ake.  jr' 
force  and  cleanieiii  which  asiounded  ihe  ''f'"!?*  '^i!^ 
alism,  and  infused  new  vigor  into  the  '*P"'*"'IJJ^'I[iS 
the  iincnnstilotinnallty  and  inexpeiliency  of  rechin 
the  Uniled  Siatea  Bank  was  demonsl rated.  ''^|^ 
iHMtr,  every  political  engine  was  set  lo  w«'f^''i' Pf,,^ 
Ihe  only  man  who  Could  wiDiatand  ll>e  ""5"'.,' 
mammoth  iiistitulion,  and  all  who  ei.lertsni'd  ""J''^,. 
ions.    Presses  were  siibsid'sed — in  vinous  *«>• 
ent.<urthenalionwrreenliated  ioitsbehalf— |^^,^ 
and  siiddm  expansions  and  contraction*!  n»*  , 
and  notv  the  tears  of  the  populace  were  'P["|* 
Here  was  a  new  Iratnrv  of  inexpediency  '«"•  '!^^rtk4 
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consMeratian  of  CTcry  lover  of  hii  eounlry.  In  our 
land,  where  ihe  popular  voice  eonlroli  and  directs  every 
tblnfT.  nothing  it  to  important  m  thtt  that  voice  should 
itaelfbe  directed  bjr  tbe  hearts  of  the  pure  and  the  fVee. 
The  power  and  the  willinffneas  of  this  iiutiltition  to  cor- 
rupt was  alarmingly  demonstrated;  and  it  was  teen  that, 
Q'tder  whatever  prelenceRi  it  would,  if  rechartered,  get 
ftoasession  of  the  public  mind,  and  wield  it  to  itsown  pu^ 
pMM,  either  for  gnod  nr  for  evil.  From  the  comminding 
rievation  held  by  ttie  Preaident,  he  surveyed  (he  Beld  of 
oimbat — he  beheld  the  nature  of  Ihe  atnfe  going  on — he 

ercetvcd  that  it  wu  a  vital  one  to  bis  beloved  country — 
found  that  the  monster's  power  of  mischief  lay  in  the 
depodtes,  and  he  detemined  to  remove  them.    Like  a 
skilful  surgeon,  he  nw  tliat  the  bank,  like  a  vast  can- 
crr>  was  striking  its  fibres  in  every  direction,  until 
il  would  finally  become  to  !ncorpor4ted  with  the  system, 
(hat  it  could  only  be  removed  at  the  ezpen§e  uf  the 
patient's  life.    Anticipating  ttiis  horrible  event,  he  de- 
termined with  a  bold  hand  to  cut  it  off,  while  the  by- 
stnndera  looked  on  in  Amasement.    Tes,  nr,  it  was  a 
naster-itroke,  and  the  bank  and  its  partisans  felt  (hat  it 
was  morlal  to  her,  that  her  vitals  were  wounded  beyond 
KcoTcvy.    Among  the  many  caricatures  to  which  a 
BpiriK  I  am  by  no  means  disposed  (o  commend  has 
given  nse  in  modern  times,  one  illustradve  uf  this 
idn  struck  me  as  being  the  best.    The  bank  is  rep- 
resented as  a  hoge  old  woman,  extended  upon  a 
bed,  in  tbc  throes  of  an  emetic  opentiont  beside 
tbe  bed  are  nrtous  Teasels,  labelled  with  the  names 
of  the  aeveral  depo«(e  banks,  into  which  are  falling 
the  ejected  contents  of  her  stomach,  consisting  of  va* 
Trmt  gold  and  silver  coins.    At  her  head,  in  a  kindly 
effort  to  sus(ain  it;  is  sealed  the  president  of  that  institu- 
lion,  to  whom  in  her  agony  she  ezclaim>,  "  Oh!  dear 
Nick,  I  am  very  sick."   He  promptly  replies,  *■  It  is  all 
the  ^ect  of  that  last  prescription  of  Dr.  Jackson."  Tes, 
nr,  that  last  prescription  was  fttal  to  the  bank,  or  at  least 
■I  nearly  ao  as  anything  has  yet  been;  and  for  that  cause 
■ainljr  hu  be  who  framed  it  been  so  strongly  denounced 
in  tbe  reaolutioB  of  1834.    But  it  was  a  meuure  adopt- 
ed in  strict  accordance  with  all  the  forms  of  law  and  . 
constitution,  and  not  in  derogation  of  either.    A  meas- 
Bie  fix  which,  through  all  time,  tbe  patriot  who  reviews 
his  country's  history,  will  revere  ihe  memory  of  him  who 
kved  by  it  the  peribbing  conatitutiont  while,  with  (be 
nen  of  ihe  present  generation,  he  can  hardty  determine 
which  most  ohallenges  his  admiration,  the  wisdom  that 
phiaiftedorthefirmnesathat executed  it.  Having  thus,  as 
1  think,  shown  that  thia  resolution  was  grossly  improp- 
( r,  dangerous  in  its  tendency,  unjust  in  its  operation,  and 
Hnirue  in  its  assertion,  I  come  next  to  consider  the  mo- 
tives upon  which  we  are  called  upon  to  expunge  it.  The 
faocy  of  gentlemen  has  represented  us  as  ignobly  bend- 
ing at  the  footstool  oC  power,  and  licking  the  dust  be- 
nealli  the  monarch's  tread.    As  smoothing  the  rough 
vane  of  the  lion,  and  endeavoring  to  quiet  his  frightnil 
rovr<    Bven  the  car  of  Juggernaut  has  been  made  to 
roU  through  this  ball,  and  our  garments  have  been 
sprinkled  with  the  blood,  and  our  ears  stunned  with 
(be  cries  of  the  victims  crushing  beneath  its  wheels. 
But  these  are  mere  pictures  of  the  fancy,  and  fancy 
amy  paint  what  she  pleases;  she  dues  not  confine  her 
sfcetehes  to  the  copies  of  even  things  that  might  be, 
and  still  less  to  things  that  are.    Sotwr  reason  must  per- 
ceire  that  we  have  nothing  to  expect  from  the  throne, 
mn  it  hw  been  called,  or  from  him  who  fills  itt  that  if  the 
■MiM  of  the  lion  is  rough,  or  his  roar  is  angry,  it  is  not 
•gamsC  (It  that  his  fury  isdireeted.    That  reasons  enough 
are  fbond  for  tbe  expunction  of  tbe  resolution  of  1834, 
in  tbe  opiniona  we  Mve  expressed  concerning  it.  But 
aooie  of  us  have  a  strong  and  urgent  rcsson  to  perform 
^  Mtp  ia  a  desire  to  <£ey  those  wbom  we  serve.  The 
Vol.  Xm.-01 


voice  of  (he  people  has  commanded  it  to  be  done,  and 
(hat  it  a  voice  which  public  men  in  our  country  dare  not 
disregard.  Even  thrise  who  least  regard  it  in  practice  dare 
not  openly  proclaim  their  contempt.  They  may  speak  of 
it  slightingly  in  the  private  circlr,  and  in  their  hearts  de- 
spise \t,  and  endeavor  to  explain  away  its  unpleasant  re. 
qiiirements;  but  when  forced  to  encounter  its  uneqiiivo- 
ca)  decUrations,  they  must  tremble  and  obey;  they  dare 
not  disregard  it.     That  voice  liu  spoken  in  general 
terms  throughout  the  natinni  but  it  has  spoken  to  some 
of  us  as  it  were  by  name,  and  through  the  appropriate 
medium,  and  commanded  us  to  act.    It  has  nut  spoken 
to  me  personally,  but  it  hai  spoken  to  my  predecessor; 
and,  Httnding  in  the  position  1  now  occupy,  I  hear  (ha 
sound  still  ringing  in  m^  years.    It  is  a  command  which 
but  seconds  my  own  wishes.    I  came  here  anticipating 
the  roost  cbeerfu)  compliance;  and  I  yet  hope  to  yield  it, 
if  my  own  friends  do  not  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
my  obedience.    Yet  I  will  not  deny  that  there  is  some 
personal  reference  to  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  him. 
self  in  (he  act  we  desire  to  perform.    The  period  is  at 
hand  when  he  who  rescued  your  daughters  from  the 
ruffian  pollution  of  a  foreign  soldiery,  and  your  soil 
from  the  foot  of  the  invader,  will  be  deaf  to  ihe  strains 
of  gratitude,  pressed  by  the  ear(h  he  once  defended. 
That  he  whose  voice  was  loudest  in  the  batttes  of  his 
country  shall  be  hushed  into  silence;  that  he  who  now 
holds  the  sceptre  of  command  will  have  passed  away  not 
only  from  office,  but  from  lifeitssir,  and  have  joined  the 
spirits  of  men  that  have  been.    Is  not  the  fame  of  her 
sons  dear  to  a  nationf   Has  she  no  pleasure  in  tbe  glory 
of  her  best  and  her  bravest?    lUs  she  no  interest  in  pre- 
venting  the  mantle  of  infamy  from  wrapping  tbe  remains 
of  him  «ho  should  sleep  in  the  robe  of  honor?    In  this 
view  ofthe  subject,  I  had  fondly  hoped  that  the  gentlemen 
of  the  opposition  would  have  united  with  us  m  this  act 
of  retribution.    That  in  contemplation  of  this  interesting 
crisis,  tbe  party  crust  which  has  heretofore  encircled  their 
hearts  would  have  given  way,  and  a  flood  of  tenderness 
spontaneously  guslied  forth.  Tnat  with  one  generous  im- 
pulse they  would  have  been  the  first  to  rush  forward, 
■nd  pluck  off  the  disgraceful  s'igma  their  own  bands  had 
affixed,  in  an  hour  of  passionate  excitement.    But  in 
this  we  have  been  dimppointed,  and  are  lef^  alone,  in 
behalf  of  our  country,  to  make  this  lardy  retribution,  to 
wipe  out  this  new  a^ument  for  the  ingratitude  of  re- 
publics. 

But  we  are  not  even  so  fortunate  as  lo  be  nmply  left 
alone  in  the  performance  of  our  melancholy  task;  diffi- 
culties are  thrown  in  the  way  of  its  execution.  You  can- 
not, it  is  said,  expunge  any  thing  from  the  j  urnals  of  the 
Senate.  You  may  rescind,  repeal,  but  you  cannot  ez< 
punge.  The  constitution  requires  that  you  shall  keep  a 
journal.  A  journal  of  what.'  1  ask.  Surely  the  consti- 
tution does  not  require  us  to  keep  a  journal  of  things  re* 
specting  which  it  has  given  us  no  authority  to  act.  It  has 
commanded  us  to  keep  a  journal  of  our  legislative,  exec- 
utive, and  judicial  proceedings,  and  to  publish  such  parts 
of  it  as  may  not,  in  our  judgment,  require  secrecy-  But. 
it  has  not  commanded,  us,  in  matters  of  mere  voluntary 
action,  unauthorized  by  the  constitution,  to  make  a  rec' 
ord.  A  few  days  ago,  on  the  melancholy  annunciation 
of  the  decease  uf  one  of  its  members,  this  body  resolved 
to  adopt  an  appropriate  badge  of  sorrow.  Does  any 
body  contend  that  such  a  resolve  must  necessarily  have 
been  committed  to  the  journal,  or,  being  there,  that 
there  is  no  power  to  take  it  off.  The  consequences  to 
which  such  a  position  would  lead  are  of  Uiemselves 
sufBcient  to  show  its  unsoundness.  Let  us  suppose, 
what  I  admit  ia  very  improbable,  that  ibis  body,  in  soma 
very  inauspicious  moment,  were  to  consist  exclusively 
of  atheists,  and  sbouU  record,  as  a  iRvolvyQiW  f  Ppn  its 
journal,  "There  is  no  G«h^fi2«h«pkiifcMgdm  re. 
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Mimed  Ibeir  empire  liere,  can  it  be  pretended  tbat  the 
bluphemous  resolution  could  not  by  rote  be  expun^d? 
bet  that  it  must  remain  forever,  di^fcracerul  to  man, 
and  ofTeniive  to  the  Being  whose  existence  was  denied? 
Suppose  it  should  turn  out  that  the  lamented  gentleman, 
in  commemoration  of  whose  virtues  you  resolved  to 
mourn,  (a  thing  that  I  suppose  merel;^  for  illustration, 
knowing  that  it  is  altogether  imposnble  in  that  instaacr,) 
should,  by  some  posthumous  discovery,  prove  to  have 
been  altogether  unworthy  of  your  regreia,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  the  perpetrator,  while  alive,  of  every  act  dis- 
graceful  to  his  speciest  must  your  vole  of  approbation 
■till  remain?    Have  you  no  power  to  efface  it^   And  in 
the  eiM  under  consideration,  suppose  the  whole  Senate, 
to  a  man,  as  well  convinced  at  [  am  of  the  patriotism, 
wisdmn,  and  benevolence,  of  the  present  Chief  Hagis- 
trate,  and  the  resolution  of  1834  had  added  to  the  gene- 
ral charge  nf  unconstitutiunality,  epithets  of  opprobrium, 
implying  that  he  wus  a  thief  and  a  perjured  knavet 
would  it  not  be  a  very  insufficient  atonement  to  siy  to  him, 
we  are  fully  convinced  that  the  charges  we  have  made 
against  you  are  unjust,  and  calculated  to  have  a  very 
prejudicial  effect  upon  your  character,  but  what  we  have 
written  we  have  written,  and  we  cannot  blot  it  out?  The 
truth  ii^  these  are  alt  voluniarv  expressions  of  opinion, 
not  commanded  or  authorised  by  tlie  constitution;  and 
as  they  were  placed  there  by  the  unenforced  and  unau- 
thorized will  of  a  mijorily  of  the  body,  tlie  will  of  the 
majority  of  this  body  may  remove  themt  and  thus  does 
the  eoneesiian  made  at  the  beginning  of  my  remarks,  if 
founded  in  truth,  destroy  all  connexion  between  the 
eonatitution  and  the  resolution  of  1834.    It  was  an  act 
done  without  the  authority  of  the  constitution,  and  con- 
sequently is  entitled  to  no  protection  from  it. 

But  gentlemen  say  that  we  ought  to  be  contented  with 
repealing  or  rescinding  the  obnoxious  resolution,  and 
not  insist  upon  the  word  "expunge."  In  repty,  we  say 
that  no  other  will  answer  our  purpose.  If  an  injurious 
law  is  passed,  every  useful  purpose  is  answered  by  re- 
pealing it.  If  tite  Senate,  in  its  executivo  character, 
^ves  oad  counsel,  a  «mple  correction  of  its  error  in 
general  will  repatr  the  injury  t  if  in  its  judicial  character 
It  should  give  an  improvident  judgment,  the  moat  effec- 
tual remedy  is  its  reversal.  But  if  it  assumes  ihe  rxpres- 
rion  of  abstract  opinions  upon  matters  in  which  it  is  ex- 
ercising no  offlcial  action,  and  those  opinions  imiiriously 
iffiect  individuals,  or  are  likely  lo  propagate  a  false  state 
of  public  sentiment,  the  only  clTectual  remedy  Is  ex- 
panction.  Recision  or  repeal  implies  little  mure  than 
mere  doubt  of  the  propriety  of  what  has  been  before 
done,  but  expunction  implies  that  it  was  ckarly  wrong, 
and  ought  never  to  have  been  executed.  This  is  pre- 
ctsely  what  we  want  on  the  present  occasion)  the  very 
strongest  expression  of  our  sense  of  Ihe  impropriety  of 
what  has  been  dune,  and  a  putting  it  as  far  as  possible 
out  of  e]Matencei  nay,  as  much  as  may  br,  placing  it  as 
though  it  had  never  been.  Even  if  the  n  solution  of 
1834  was  more  immediately  than  it  is  under  ihe  conntilu- 
tional  protection  claimed  fur  it,  I  should  insist  that  the 
word  **expunge,"  even  unexplained  by  tbat  portion  of 
the  proposed  resolution  which  declares  bow  the  expunc- 
tion is  to  be  effected,  was  the  approprla'e  expression  for 
our  purpose.  It  has  acquired  in  parliamenlary  uuge  a 
figurative  signification,  and  conveys  to  the  mind  a  speci- 
fic idea  which  no  other  word  will,  and  is  not  taken  in  its 
original  literal  meaning. 

Indeed,  almost  every  word  we  use  in  common  pat  lance 
haa  lost  its  original  literal  signification,  and  is  understood 
in  a  sense  altogether  figurative.  The  expresiion  "  blot 
out,"  being  very  nearly  synonymous  wilh  *•  expunge,"  is 
used  in  the  sacred  aeripturrs  themselves,  in  a  pasaage 
where  no  man  in  his  senses  would,  for  a  moment,  think 
of  taking  it  ritenllj.   Speaking  to  the  Israelites,  the 


Almighty  is  repreaented  as  sayinp*,    I  will  blot  out  u  i 
thick  cloud  your  transgressions."   Now,  no  one  suppoMi 
that  a  literal  blotting  out  xtr  annihilation  of  the  siaiof  tht 
people  was  here  intended,  but  only  that  ihey  woaU  ht 
so  completely  excluded  from  the  notice  of  that  muM 
Ueing,  as  to  beeome  as  though  they  had  never  beta 
The  same  figurative  use  of  the  word  "  expunf^"  ii  is- 
tended  by  the  resolution  proposed,  and  we  are  nri  itk 
to  guess  at  this  intention,  for  it  goes  on  to  eipbis  bo* 
the  expunction  is  to  be  performed,  and  so  deseribttk 
as  to  show  that  it  will  still  leave  the  original  resobtioa 
unmutilated  and  legible.    But  1  do  not  serrenderiltt 
ground  heretofore  taken  by  others,  tbat  no  set,  bovew 
solemn,  would  be  protected  by  the  eoutUuiioo  froa 
actual  expunction,  if  sufficient  reason  should  irisc  for 
subjecting  it  to  that  process,  under  any  peculiar  focevT 
the  words  <*  keep"  and  "  publish."  1  am  not  i{Danal  of 
the  wit  expended  in  aUempU  to  ridicule  atticb'i^  le  [lie 
word  ■*  keep"  any  uther  significationa  than  such  u  luited 
the  purposes  of  those  who,  having  passed  therctofaiioii, 
are  desirous  to  preserve  it.    1  know  full  well  itnLihe 
most  tidiculous  results  may  be  prodocet)  by  spplyinjis 
word  varying  in  its  significations,  aecurding  totheMk- 
ject-matter,  lo  one  subject-matter  instead  of  SDofttfi 
and,  perhaps,  there  is  no  word  in  the  Engl'wh  Iwpiin 
whose  signifieations  are  so  numeroiu,  and  vtrj  to  »•• 
siderably,  according  to  the  subjects  to  which  it  issppln, 
as  the  word    keep."  A  reference,  then,  lo  the  nAjtt!- 
matter  will  lead  us  at  once,  I  conceive,  to  the  tio^aia- 
fieation  of  the  word  "keep,"  as  fixed  in  IbatcbaN^iM 
constitution.    It  is  evidently  used  in  rcfrreneetasi» 
jeet-malter  in  iis  nature  similar  to  a  diary  ttmathji* 
individual,  to  hooka  in  which  merclianls  make  eotnnil 
transactions  in  trade,  to  memoranda  made  at  sn 
of  tlie  articles  sold,  their  prices,  and  purchasers.  Hof, 
then,  is  the  word  "  keep"  understood,  ss  applied  WWi 
subjects.    If  it  is  said  a  gentleman  ^''P**'^'^''!^ 
more  is  intended  than  tbat  he  makes  meaaa/at* 
what  tranapires,  to  be  disposed  of  according  lo  pK» 
ure,  without  any  reference  to  the  term  of  ihcir  prW- 
vation.    If  a  clerk  is  employed  to  keep  bools,  hAtiit 
is  to  make  the  entries,  and  lie  has  kept  the  boots 
thougit  he  may  be  dismissed  as  soon  ss  the  "^^n^T 
made.    If  one  is  employed  to  ketrp  the  aectmot  at  »» 
at  an  auction,  he  haa  done  all  implied  in  tbe  r* 
makes  the  neces>ary  memoraitda.    And  the  oncer  «M 
makes  the  entries  in  tbe  journal  of  the  Senate  ut^t"| 
Journal,  although  he  may  never  see  it,  except  vwn^ 
gaged  in  making  the  eiilriea.    But  if  P'««"^;'?"^ 
conceded  as  the  signification  of  •'keepinf,"ssiiKdM» 
conbtitution,  we  answer,  the  journals  will  still  be  ktpi 
the  thousands  of  printed  volumes  e»  ery 
though  this  parlicular  volume  should  be  c*"*"''^^'- 
the  flames,  or  destroyed  in  the  ingenious  Baoaer  W 
geated  by  the  Senator  from  Alab«raa.   And,  st»aj  n« 
tbat  preservation,  coupled  as  it  ia  a-iih  publica"***  S 
be  taken  as  limited  to  the  purpose  of  pubbcaiio^ 
having  been  fulfilled,  tbe  object  for  which  P^JvJ; 
is  enjoined  has  been  reached,  and  the  fore*  « ,^|d 
mand  expended.    Believing,  then,  as  I 1*7  T:^ 
of  tbe  Senate,  in  adopting  the  rcMkittm  erf 
unconstitutional,  1  see  no  difficulty  in  tb*  »VJ*^y 
punction,  and  only  aak  tbat  tbe  bllo*>t«'*^"|ru 
the  preamble  Uf  be  adopted,  lo  enable  me  beiiuj 
vote  for  both  it  and  tbe  resolution  which  ^'"'"''Jjj^u 


Mr.  Stbaxoe  tl^en  moved  to  smend  tbe  p 
the  resolution, 
ttrat  psge 
Btituttuniilly,"  and 


ion,  by  striking  out  ofthe  Ustp»r»p»P 
the  words  "  irregularly,  ilJeg«r» 


tut* 


inserting  in  lieu  iheieof, 
warranted  by  the  constitution,  aiid  «»*  ^'^Trori 
iih-gally."   In  the  second  pagr,  strike  out  id*  . 

unconstitutional,"  and  insert  tbe  words*'uoia^^ 
by  the  cosalitutioo."   And  unhe  third  PfTi  w»* 
Digitized  by 
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•*  ndktion  of  the  (vmUtutioiH"  and  iiMert "  not  warrint- 
<d  bf  tbe  eomitntkm." 

Mr.  BBNTON  obienrnl  tint  he  mw  tome  difference 
bctwcM  the  worda  propoaed  l«  be  tnaerted  and  thoae 
ifrcady  im  the  prea«blei  bowercr,  be  wai  not,  be  laid, 
at  all  tcufliaoB  on  the  au^eoti  ud  be  expre«ed  bia  wiU 
tmgotm  to  eeerpt  the  amendments. 

Mr.  BWINQ  then  ro«  and  a-ldreaaed  the  Senate  as 
MIova: 

Mr.  Prendenl;  Since  tbe  firat  presentation  of  this  rrs- 
ohttkm,  it  has  always  been  my  purpoae  to  say  something 
npoB  it,  before  It  should  be  brought  to  a  final  deeisiont 
hilt  [  WM  ftvare,  from  indications  not  tn  be  mistaken, 
bath  at  the  time  it  was  first  presented,  and  at  eachaub- 
aequent  ae^on  when  it  was  hroaght  forward,  that  the 
■Mirer  did  not  design  to  bring  it  then  to  the  issae.  In- 
deed, 1  well  knew  that  it  was  deemed  neecamry,  as  a 
pmding'  measure,  lo  agitate  and  excite  the  country. 
Every  morement  with  reference  to  it  showed  that  such 
wu  its  porpoMt  and  hence,  after  several  monlhi'  discus* 
wm  laat  year,  when  there  was  a  clear  adminiatration 
iMjnrU;p  in  the  Senate,  and  when  the  long  aesrion  gave 
anpte  time  for  deriberation  and  deetnon,  it  waa  permit> 
ted  to  expire  on  the  table,  though  a  rote  upon  it  was 
ehnlleiijied  by  its  opponents^    But  now,  now  at  tbtimo- 
ment,  its  power  being  expended— every  thing  being 
efleeled  by  it  whidi  can  be  expected  or  hoped  from  it — 
now  H  must  come,  attd  at  once,  to  a  final  rote.  And 
gcnlleoien  upon  this  side  of  the  House,  who  have  been 
called  upon  to  discum  it— who,  because  they  would  not, 
beretnlbre,  when  they  aaw  that  it  was  but  a  farce,  die. 
em  it— ^re  denied  a  sin^e  day— nay,  they  are  not  al- 
lowed one  hour,  of  which  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  fixed 
and  determined  majority  to  deprive  them.   No  courtesy  ' 
to  individuals,  which  has  been  usual  with  ibis  body,  or, 
raihcr,  a  part  of  its  very  constitution  and  nature,  can 
procore  tbe  slightest  relaxation  of  the  iron  rule  which 
•eema  to  be  laid  down  for  us)  the  small  favor  of  a  day  to 
deliberkte  or  a  night  to  reat  is  deniedi  if  we  ask  for  an 
adjanminent,  even  at  this  late  hour,  when  kll  occupation 
dmoM  be  suspended,  and  all  labor  cease,  we  hear  tbe 
cry  of    No,  no,"  and  "  the  yeaa  and  nays,  the  yeas  and 
asya,"  coming  from  a  quarter  which,  however  it  may  be 
reqtected,  ia  never  disobeyed.  -Gentlemen  have  their 
reasons,  doubtleas.   I  lesve  them  to  weigh  the  imporlance 
of  ibowe  reasons,  and  to  estimate  the  propriety  of  their 
course.    And,  subject  to  all  the  dbadvantages  under 
vhlcli  I  l^MiT— the  extreme  lateness  of  tbe  hour,  great 
bodily  fiitiRtK*  *nd  n  want  of  time  to  arrange  my  thoughts 
ind  csrt  them  Into  form,  and  give  them  coherenee,  I 
proceed,  rather  than  sit  by  in  silence — I  proceed  to  the 
ilin  iiesinn  of  this  deeply  exciting  question. 

I  will  not  enter  again  fully  into  a  consideration  of  the 
rrmaomm  ttiat  sustain  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  , 
38tb  day  of  March,  1834,  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
expunge  from  the  joamnla  of  the  Senate.   At  the  time 
wbest  tboae  resolutions  were  under  diseumion,  I  gave 
I  s.— ona,  eo  frr  •■  ny  kction  wu  concerned,  fully,  and 
\n  detail'   I  have  reexamined  those  reasons  since,  when 
any  exdtcment  to  which  tbe  oceaaion  may  be  aapposed 
to  have  gtrw  rise  had  subsided,  and  I  find  nothing  to  re. 
traet,  nothing  to  altert  time  has  made  no  change  in  my 
convictions,  unless  it  be  to  strengthen  and  confirm  them, 
ft  would,  therefore,  he  unnecessary  for  me  to  touch 
tgtan  that  branch      the  sul^eet,  were  it  not  that  the 
nrgusnenta  upon  the  other  SHle  hare,  year  after  year, 
been  reiterated  and  rei«nroreedt  tbe  subject  which  had 
been  tbua  conndered,  diaeusaed,  decided,  and  laid  aaide, 
'm  iboa  revived  from  lime  to  time,  and  tbe  arguments 
upon  ibc  one  side,  with  a  perseverance  worthy  of  a  bet* 
ler  cause,  are  again  and  again  ahown  up  before  the  pub* 
iir,  wirilc  tlioae  which  austained  that  resolution,  having 
Dwec  been  ttiumpbant,  are  since  pemUtted  to  sleep.  1 


feel  the  impolicy  of  our  course  in  this,  for  hence  im* 
pressions  have  taken  root,  and  opinions  have  grown  up 
in  society,  which  constant  vi{;ilance  and  constant  effort, 
and  constantly  uniting  at  all  times,  and  preming  tbe  con- 
test, would  have  kept  down)  but  it  waa  a  natural  coursei 
it  aroae  from  the  repugnance  which  ve  all  feel  to  tarn  to 
a  subject  on  which  the  mind  has  exerted  iu  powers,  and 
retrace  (he  psth  which  we  have  already  trodden,  after 
it  la  divested  of  (he  charm  oT  novelty  and  the  fre^nesa 
of  original  thought.  But  let  gentlemen  be  assured,  once 
for  all,  and  let  the  country  be  assured,  that  we  abandon 
no  ground  which  we  have  assumed  and  heretofore  sus- 
tained. Yet,  though  I  will  not  go  fully  into  the  subject 
now,  I  wilt  attempt  a  brief  analysis  of  the  arguments 
which,  on  a  former  occarion,  I  preaenled  at  large  to  the 
Senate. 

It  ta  perhaps  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to  ssy  some- 
thing of  the  charsct<ir  of  the  resolution  of  1334.  and  to 
define  as  nearly  as  possible  what  we  understood  it  to  im- 
port. Gentlemen  say  that,  in  iis  terms,  it  conveyed  cen- 
sure of  the  act  of  the  President,  and  pains  are  taken  to 
show  that  its  words  imported  cenaure.  Now,  air,  this 
argument  wu  wholly  unneceasaryt  this  declaration  use> 
less)  a  aimple  inquiry  would  have  settled  (he  faoti  for, 
so  far  as  I  wu  concerned  in  this  matter,  and  in  this  I  be- 
lieve I  differed  but  little  from  those  with  whom  I  acted, 
I  intended  no  praise— no  laudation  of  the  President  or 
his  executive  sett  that  wu  not  my  object  in  voting  for 
the  resolution.  1  thought  the  President,  in  that  act, 
had  broken  the  laws  and  violated  the  constitution  of 
our  cAintryi  and  I  intended  to  ny  lot  I  meant  to  apeak 
the  language  of  an  American  Senator,  and  a  free  Am^ 
can  citizent  and  the  same  language  which  1  uttered  tiien 
I  now  reiterate,  and  would  on  s  like  occssion  again  im* 
body  it  in  the  form  of  a  resolution.  It  hu  also  been 
said  that  this  rea'>luiion  attributes  evil  motives  to  the 
President,  tn  (he  performance  of  this  sctiand  that  th« 
set  charged,  ai  against  the  constitution,  joined  with  the 
motive  imputed,  forms  the  subject  of  impeachment. 
Tbia  is  wholly  unfounded  in  fact.  The  resolution  attrib- 
utea  no  motire  whatever.  It  speaks  in  the  decorous, 
and,  St  the  same  time,  dignified  language  in  which  one 
of  the  legislative  branches  of  our  Government  may  prop- 
erly speak  of  the  Executive,  or  of  the  coH>rdinate  branch. 
We  believed  that  the  legislative  rights  and  powers  of 
the  Senate  had  been  encroached  upon  hy  the  Preaidenti 
and  that  we,  who  exercised  thoae  powera  for  (he  tina 
being,  as  trustees  of  tbe  people,  were  called  upon  to  de- 
fend, or  at  least  to  assert  them.  This  body  couM  speak 
in  that  matter  only  by  resolutiont  and  by  that  meanly 
and  in  that  way,  we  did  assert  its  rights  under  the  con- 
Btitution,  snd  we  declared  that  those  righu  had  been 
violatedi  but  we  charged  no  motive.  Gentlemen  insist 
that  there  is  impeachable  matter  charged  In  the  face  of 
this  resolution!  and,  when  we  deny  it,  beeaiue  no  motive 
is  charged,  they  turn,  and  uy  we  have  abandoned  our 
groundt  that  we  soften  down  and  palKaie,  to  avoid  tbe 
effect  of  our  own  act.  This,  also,  is  putting  R  false  face 
upon  the  whole  matter.  1,  for  one,  personally,  never 
Mid  and  never  believed  that  the  Present  was  actuated 
in  this  matter  by  (hose  high  motives  of  public  interest 
which  ought  to  govern  the  Executive  of  a  great  nation. 
I  never  thought  so)  I  never  Mid  80(  snd  1  have  not  waver- 
ed in  my  opiniont  but  tliat  opinion,  which  wu  my  own, 
wu  never  incorporated  into  the  reaolution,  neither  in 
language  nor  in  substance.  Tben,  let  tbe  resolution 
stand  ior  itself  and  speak  its  own  languagei  and  let  the 
opinions  of  each  of  those  who  supported  it  be  their  own, 
be  they  strong  or  weak,  firm  or  waveringi  but  let  those 
priva(e  and  individual  opinions  be  kept  distinct  from 
tbe  resolution,  and  let  ua  be  met  in  the  argument  fiuriy, 
not  misrepreaentad.  ^y-^.f-f\^ 
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CongrcM  and  Ihe  Preiident,  conjointly,  by  a  law,  to 
place  the  public  treasure  in  lueh  a  situation  that  it  wilt 
not  be  in  the  direct  and  immediate  poaaeaiion  tnd  con- 
trol of  the  pKstdent.  Perhepi  I  aik  too  much,  by  »ty 
ofconcfBsion,  conaidering  tlie  temper  and  character  of 
the  present  ticneai  but  the  time  has  been,  and,  I  trust, 
will  be  again,  when  it  would  strike  any  American  statet- 
man  as  a  selF-evideni  proposition.  The  constitution  de- 
clares that  no  money  shall  be  drawn  from  Ihe  public 
Treasury  except  upon  appropriations  made  by  law;  and  if 
the  Executive  be  a  unit,  as  has  been  tomelimes  contend- 
ed t  and  if  the  keeping  of  the  treasure  be  neceasarily  aft 
cxecutire  ofHcei  and  if  the  drawing  of  money  from  the 
Treasury  be  also  an  executive  office,  the  keeping  of  the 
treasure  and  the  drawing  from  the  Treasury  be  both 
done  by  (he  same  hand,  then  have  the  framers  of  our 
consiilution  failed,  miserably  failed,  in  their  attempt  to 
adjust  its  checku  and  balances — in  their  attempt  to  place 
the  SH'ord  and  the  purse  of  the  nation  in  separate  and 
distinct  hands.  To  ssy  that  money  shall  not  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  rtcept  by  appropriaiiona  made  by 
law,  and  yet  place  the  whole  treasure  of  the  nation  in 
the  hands  of  the  Executive,  who  is  (according  to  the 
political  creed  of  gentlemen)  the  diabuniiig  uffiecr,  also 
would  be  an  excess  of  weakneai  almost  approaelung  to 
idiocy. 

If,  (hen,  it  were  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  place  the 
public  treasure  out  of  the  immediate  control  of  t'te  Presi- 
dent, it  was  done  in  the  law  chartering  the  late  Bsnk  of 
the  United  States.  The  public  moneya  were  placed  in 
depotite  in  that  bank  by  law)  the  bank,  therefore,  be- 
came the  Treasury!  for  that  is  the  Treasury  where  the 
public  treasure  is  deposited  and  kept.  The  constitution 
declares  that  money  shall  not  be  drawn  from  this  Treas- 
ury except  by  appropriations  made  pursuant  to  law,  and 
the  law  provides  that  the  drposiles  (or,  in  other  words, 
the  treasure)  shall  remain  \n  that  bank,  unless  removed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (not  by  the  President, ) 
and  for  reasons  which  he  (the  Secretary)  shall  make 
known  to  Congress.  So  stand,  or  rather  su  stood,  tlie 
constitution  and  the  law— as  the  safeguards  uf  the  pub- 
lic treasure.  Could  the  President  touch,  could  he  pos- 
aesi  himself  of  that  treasure,  without  an  infraction  of 
the  law  and  a  violation  of  the  constitution?  Could  he, 
by  a  atraight-forward,  direct  act,  in  his  own  name,  and 
by  his  own  power,  unaided  by  any  instrument  which  he 
might  fushton  for  himself,  or  which  the  constitution  had 
placed  in  h'w  hands  for  other  purposea?  If  he  could  not, 
la  the  act  (he  less  illegal  or  unconstitutional  when  dune 
by  indirection?  All  admit  that  a  direct  order  from  the 
President  would  not  have  touched  public  funds,  and  that 
the  immediate  keepers  of  those  funds  would  not  hive 
been  bound  to  tAtey,  or  even  have  been  justified  in  obey- 
ing, such  order.  But  the  law  placed  in  Ihe  hands  of 
the  President  an  instrument  with  which  it  could  be  done, 
»nd  with  which  it  was  donei  and  I  shall  now  show  that 
It  was  done  by  putting  a  lawful  instrument  to  an  unlaw- 
ful use. 

The  constitution  places  the  collection  of  Ihe  revenues 
of  the  United  Slates  in  Congreast  and  the  spirit  of  that 
provision,  coupled  with  the  oiher  provision  fihich  re- 
quires a  law  of  Congress  to  draw  money  from  the  Treas- 
ury, clearly  6xes  the  custody  of  those  revenues,  when 
collected,  in  the  same  bandS)  and  the  several  laws  passed 
shortly  afler  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  separating 
our  Government  into  Departments,  and  appointing  (heir 
beads,  recognise  and  keep  up  this  principle.  In  those 
actsthe  Department  of  State  is  called  an  "executive  De- 
partment."  So  with  the  Department  of  Wari  and  both 
eommuninate  directly  with  the  President,  and  not  with 
Congreast  while  the  Treasury  Department  is  not  styled 
executive,  aitd  is  made  to  communicate  directly  wi(b 
Congress.   Thuaisexplaincd  theintent  of  the  framers  of 


the  constitution,  and  the  underrtanding  Mbidi  acoatfw 
pontneous  Congress  had  of  its  proviMtins. 

But  gentlencn  here  seixe  npon  general  terins  osrd  ii| 
that  instrument,  and  would  make  them  overtara  itssMd 
particular  and  express  pravisiont.  The  Senator  fna 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  STn^ot]  aays  that,  by  the  exiiroi 
language  of  the  constitution,  ''all  extfeutive  power  i< 
vested  in  (lie  President.'*  The  Senator  has  tntCTpoUtd 
a  word,  and  an  important  one.  The  constitatton  ilott 
not  say  "allt"  its  letter  does  not,  its  spirit  don  no*. 
The  language  of  the  constitution  \*,  **  the  executive  pov< 
er,"  8tc.j  but  gentlemen,  assuming  that  aH  eieeutiw 

Rower  is  granted,  then  exercise  their  ingenaity  to  fisd 
ow  many  of  the  powers  of  our  Government  may  bee* 
ed  executlvei  and  all  that  can  be  ioeloded  wttUntM 
sweeping  and  undefinable  term  they  allribnle  to  IM 
President.  Out  the  constitution  does  not  say  *'stl|"iiw 
if  it  did,  the  term,  as  it  Is  elsewhere  limited,  wmiW  not 
justify  their  conclusions.  Another  clause  in  the  eooAi- 
tutiondoes  grant  "all  the  legislative  powers* to  Cos*' 
gresst  and  yet  the  same  instrument,  in  anotherdilii^ 
ticlen,  confers  a  large  and  important  portion  of  (how 
powers  upon  the  Fre^denl.  The  judicial  power  a  Teit4 
ed  in  a  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates,  and  mrt 
inferior  courts  as  Congress  shall  from  lime  to  line  ip- 
points  and  yet  the  same  instrument  vests  in  Ihe  Se"'*" 
the  United  States  an  important  portion  of  those  jwW 
pnwers — the  trial  of  impeachments.  It  vests  in  tte 
President  "the  executive  power,"and  m  another srt«| 
gives  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  a  moil  imp* 
tsnt  share  in  that  executive  power.  Oenlle«ei)  «w 
contend  that  all  power  exectitive  In  Its  nature  im*  fts-j 
low  this  general  grant,  and  who  go  for  the  exact  if  p«n- 
tion.  by  distinct  lines,  of  the  three  great  powers-lrp* 
live,  executive,  and  judicial— and  their  investmenlis 
three  aeparate,  uncontrolled,  irresponsible,  bnndwi 
seem  to  me,  with  all  deference,  toundersUnd  lidletrfn*; 
nature  of  government.  If  those  powers 
Bfparaied,  so  that  each  stood  entirely  ""'^''"vV'r 
alone,  the  executive  power,  being  the  stronger— inwwr 
(he  only  power  capable  of  aclion— having  drawn  tort* 
self,  and,  according  to  gentlemen,  j'^Jy 
ctistndv  of  the  treasure  of  the  nation,  would  beiiwep«* 
em  of  all  others,  and  above  them  all,  and  all  DWi  « 
absorbed  and  swallowed  up  in  its  vortex.  ^. 

I  have  said  that  the  executive  act  which  the 
of  Much,  1834,  condemns,  was»  in  the  Ungitajeottsst 
resolution,  in  derogation  of  both  the  constHutios  ma 
law.    This  I  shall  attempt  to  establish.  . 

It  was  against  law.    The  act  of  CopgreM  iworponi'^ 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  a  law  contaminK  "> 
aelf  a  contract  as  aoon  aa  accepted  by  the 
was  a  contract  for  a  good  and  valuable  """'y^As 
this  contract  was  violated  in  its  spirit  and  intent, 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  9Ta4«o»]  wt"  w, 
I  presume,  deny  that  this  contract  had  a  spint  f'*^. 
letter,  if  the  constitution  have  none.  1   H  Z 
its  spirit,  and  so  Holated  that,  as  between  ""'"J",,!,^ 
a  parallel  case,  an  action  of  law  could  have  ''^"rjifca 
ed,  and  damages  recovered.  This  contract  wsJ,  iw  . 
public  money  should  be  deposited  in  the  ^j'v.j- 
should  be  continued  there  in  deposite,  anltl  f^"*™  ' 
Ihe  Secretary  of  the  lYeaaury,  for  rewoni  " 
required  to  lay  before  Congress.    For  this, 
tbinga,  the  bank  agreed  to  transmit  the  P"{^"v  1^ 
wheresoever  wanted,  free  of  charge)  aad  it  P'.'°'":|^, 
a  large  bonus  to  the  Government.   Under  '"'•fj^jj^rt 
it  seems  to  me  perfectly  obvious,  and  -bW 
that  the  public  deposites  couhi  not  be  f*"'*'""^  H 
there  were  some  just  financial  caoie  ^^^^^^^ 
conid  not  be  done  to  try  experiments,  nwto 
feet  upon  the  public  mind,  but  fur  some^g'ljjjpi, 
which  tbc  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  '"^  '"^  ^ 
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ttMe,  and  which  twi  u  ibe  5iwl  AKent,  coutd  mike 
kaown  to  CongrcM.  The  remonlt  bio,  muit,  in  onler  to 
CMfocm  to  this  Uv,  be  »n  act  of  the  Secrelkry  of  the 
TrcMury  himelf— hisown  offieisi  aot — ^hi>  owd  reuon  ip- 
pravmir,  and  his  own  will  norin);  bim  to  iu  execution. 
It  mist  bare  been.  likewisr,  a  Secretary,  the  regular  offi- 
cer of  the  Gorernnicnt  appointed  to  perforra  Ibe  general 
dutie*  of  that  office^  and  to  whose  dutiea  tbia  was  but  in- 
ctdental  and  additioDal;  not  an  oSicer  appointed  for  the 
■ole  and  only  purpose  of  doing  this  act*  and  pledged  or 
comaiUed  to  the  act  before  bw  appointinent.  If  this 
were  not  the  cmp,  the  reference  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  tbe  reqoirenent  of  bii  reasons,  were  but 
B  mockery,  a  criminal  evasion  of  right  and  justice,  which 
would  stamp  fraud  upon  sny  private  contract.  I  have 
thus  shown  what  ought  to  have  been  done  sccording  to  a 
hir  and  juat  constiuctlon  of  this  law  snd  contract;  I 
will  now  khow  what  was  in  fact  done. 

Joat  after  the  ac^ournnKnt  of  Congress,  and  but  a  few 
weeks  after  an  inquiry  in  the  Houie  of  Representatives, 
snd  a  decinoQ  (bat  the  public  depositea  were  aafe  in  the 
Bank  of  ihe  United  Ststea,  the  President  set  on  foot  ne- 
goUationa  with  tbe  Stale  banks,  with  a  view  to  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites;  this  williout  tbe  consent  or  con- 
cutTcBce  of  ihe  then  8<rcretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the 
renoTal,  but  with  his  known  and  avowed  opinion  sgainst 
the  pnipriely  as  well  as  the  legality  of  the  act.  I  spesk 
MV  of  Secretary  McLane,  who  was  consulted  by  the 
l^evdcnl,  and  required  to  do  the  deed.  He  would 
aot  lend  himaelf  to  be  the  instrument  for  any  such  pur- 
poeei  he  refused,  and  was  removed  from  that  office,  to 
a  higher,  it  is  true,  but  removed  ao  that  lie  went  out  of 
tbe  way,  and  could  not  prevent  the  measure.  He  wsa 
of  opinion  that  the  deposites  could  not  legally  be  re- 
moved without  a  reason,  and  that  the  reawna  alleged  as 
cxistiog  were  unfounded  or  Insufficient.  N'>w,  1  contend 
tba<.  according  to  any  fair  construction  of  the  law,  the 
hank  bad  a  right  to  the  Judgment  of  Mr.  MeLane,  then 
Beeretery  of  tbe  Treasunr,  on  that  subject,  and  was  enti- 
tled to  all  the  benefit  of  his  judgment  and  his  voUtioni 
snd  U  was  a  breach,  or,  worse,  a  dishonest  evasion  of  that 
contract,  to  put  that  Secretary  out  of  the  way,  bis  opinion 
having  been  taken,  and  beeiuse  his  opinion  was  taken, 
and  put  another  in  his  place  in  order  to  try  the  ezperi- 
ment  appn  and  by  that  other,  eape<^lly  aa  the  then  Sec* 
retary  was  not  even  accused  of  the  slightest  impropriety 
in  bte  Jaidgment  or  in  his  acts.  His  promotion  to  a  supe- 
rior office  showa  tliat  he  bad  not  lost  the  confidence  of 
Uie  Execatire.  Mr.  McLane  was  removed,  and  Hr. 
DuMie  appointed  specially  to  perform  the  act.  He  was 
approached  on  the  aubject,  immediately  after  bis  appoint- 
ment, in  a  manner  which  touched  his  spirit  and  wounded 
bia  pride,  and  by  an  individual  from  whose  communion 
be  ahrunk  wKh  diignst.  He  was  pressed  by  tbe  Presl- 
idcnl  Wnself,  but  at  last  refused,  became  the  reasons  for 
the  act  were  Insufficient,  and  be  was  removed)  and  so 
ffsr  aa  executive  distppointment  and  party  slander  could 
do  it,  he  was  disgraced.  The  President  then  called  in  a 
third  Sccretsay,  who  had  pronounced  an  opinion  before 
bia  apponrtoKntt  and  by  the  President,  through  him,  the 
act  waa  done.  Now,  1  say  thai,  if  in  a  parallel  case  be- 
tween individuala  this  course  had  been  pursued  by  one 
pwtf  tevards  tbe  other,  any  eourt  or  jury  would  decide, 
any  honest  community  would  deehurr,  that  the  contract 
wai  violated— sbatnefully  violated. 

Ttie  Semior  from  Pennsylvanis,  [Mr.  BtrenaKAV,]  in 
his  seal  to  vindicate  the  acta  of  the  President,  and  testify 
bta  graciiode  to  bim,  has  done  injustice  to  some  of  bis 
own  constituents — to  men,  in  sll  the  relatione  of  life,  so- 
cial and  official,  aa  correct  and  honorable  as  himself 
Tbe  gentleman  said  that  the  directors  of  Ihe  Bank  of  the 
United  States^  for  piditieal  effeotf  for  the  purpose  of  op. 
mfM^  upon  the  •kctieM^  and  compelling  a  reoharter 


of  the  bank,  first  threw  out  s  large  amount  of  bank  pa- 
per,  and  ercated  •  delusive  prosperity!  then  suddenly 
contrasted  their  iaauet.  In  order  to  diatrese  the  commu- 
nity, and  make  them  cry  out  for  a  recharter.  Tbi^  ur, 
is  not  true  in  the  connexion  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  atated;  it  is  not  true  in  fact,  to  sa^  nothing  about  mo* 
live.  The  bank  did  not  contract  its  issues  until  it  had 
received  notice — unofficial,  it  is  true,  but  not  until  tt  had 
received  notice— that  the  deposites  would  be  withdrawn, 
and  that  the  executive  power  and  infiuence  would  be  di* 
rected  against  the  institution,  to  discredit  and  destroy  it. 
Tbe  documents  laid  upon  our  table  during  that  agitating 
seasi(m  conclusively  show  this  fact.  The  public  prints  ut 
the  day,  on  (he  side  i>f  Ihe  administration,  show  it.  The 
speeches  of  Senators  in  this  body  at  that  lime  show  it. 
By  all  these  tbe  bank  was  declared  to  be  insolvent,  and 
unworthy  of  credit.  The  public  deposites  were  said  to 
be  unsafe  in  its  vaults,  in  consequence  of  that  insolvency) 
and  the  agent  appointed  by  the  Preiident  to  settle  the 
preliminaries  of  a  contract  with  some  of  the  State  bank* 
dedarea  that  be  will  bring  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
as  a  reptile,  to  the  feet  of  the  Executive.  Then,  with 
sU  this  executive  power  and  executive  influence  directed 
sgainst  it}  with  this  large  amount  of  public  deposites  to 
be  suddenly  and  capriciously  withdrawn,  while  at  the 
same  time  the  parly  prets  resounded  through  the  Union 
tbe  approaching  prostration  and  destruction  of  the  bank* 
while  tbe  institution  was  assailed  on  all  sides,  and  unad- 
rtaed  of  the  point  at  which  the  next  attack  was  to  be 
made}  I  ask  you,  sir,  and  I  ask  every  candid  man,  wheth- 
er the  men  who  managed  tlie  affairs  of  that  institution, 
whose  public  and  whose  private  characters  also  were  in  a 
high  degree  involved  in  making  good  its  defence,  I  ask 
whether  they  can  be  censured,  with  any  show  or  color  of 
juatice,  for  using  all  the  lawful  means  which  were  placed 
in  their  banda  to  sustain  and  support  the  credit  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

Sir,  not  only  their  duty  to  Ihemselves^  but  their  duty 
to  the  public  at  large,  required  it.  If  that  bank  had 
fallen  beneath  the  weight  uf  the  executive  arm,  it  would 
have  dragged  down  with  it  most  of  the  banks  in  the 
Union,  and  it  would  have  caused  much  individual  dis- 
tress, bankruptcy,  and  ruin.  Hence  every  principle  of 
self-preservation,  every  motive  of  patriutiim  and  ofduty, 
united  to  impel  those  men  to  use  ererjr  means  so  to 
guard  and  forlify  and  defend  their  institution  as  that  it 
would  stand  the  shock.  And  they  did  guard  it  and  de- 
fend it  so  that  it  wilbatoed  a  power  before  which  the 
Bank  of  England  would  have  fallen,  even  in  its  most 
palmy  days.  Perhaps  they  foKified  their  fortress  more 
strongly  than  actual  necessity  requiredt  perliaps  they 
overrated  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  and  were  nut  fully, 
conscious  of  their  own;  perhaps  they  remained  in  their 
intrvnehments  after  the  airge  wu  raised,  or  the  power 
of  the  assailants  had  become  exhausted)  but  if  they  erred, 
it  wss  on  (he  side  not  of  danger  but  of  duly,  and  their 
success  has  conferred  a  lasting  benefit  on  the  country. 
This  much  i  have  thought  proper  to  say  in  behalf  of 
those  gentlemen  with  whom  1  have  some  acquaintance, 
but  no  connexion  of  any  kind)  and  I  say  it  as  an  act  of 
common  juatice  towards  them,  who  have  been  attacked, 
and  whose  acts  have  been  misrepresented  on  this  floor. 

The  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Hr.  Stbanx,]  in 
the  abundance  of  his  dbarity,  dcchres  that  he  does  not 
accuse  Senatora  of  taking  bribes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  He  acquits  tbem  of  the  foul  charge,  aa 
he  really  believes  they  were  not  bribed.  Ti  e  Senate  are 
much  indebted  to  the  honorable  member  for  hia  decree 
of  acquittal,  especially  as  they  never  constituted  bim 
their  judge.  Hut  what  right  has  he,  or  wbst  right  baa 
any  roan  who  is  not  bim wif  shameless,  in  the  presence  of 
this  body  or  elsewhere^  to  entntaiirthe  infamous  propo- 
sUiOD  for  » iMiiieati  to  tppMiif  liLl<d6)g  fc@Mr  de- 
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n»l  or  belieff  to  refer  to  tt  at  nl),  except  to  comign  the 
bate  ilanderer*  who  invented  *nd  who  uttered  il,  to  the 
depth  of  infuBjr  which  their  ttrocioui  Imkehoodi  hare 
neritcdf-  Bat  there  are  (KHindito  the  Hberaliiyof  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina.   Hctbmka,  if  1  baTecom- 

{irehended  bin,  that  genllemen  here  who  were  counael 
or  the  Bank  of  tiie  United  States  may  have  been  warped 
in  their  feeiinga  and  judgment  from  that  cauae,  to  form 
opinion!  which  no  unbiased  and  intelligent  man  could 
form,  and  to  do  acta  which  no  boneat  man  havinfr  an  in- 
tellect much  above  idiocy  could  do.  The  Senator  haa 
not  told  o)  wherrt  or  how,  or  among  whom,  be  liu  form- 
ed hii  opinion  of  the  bar,  eapefualljr  of  Iboae  who  are  ad< 
milted  to  be  among  itt  best  and  most  honorable  end  most 
enlightened  memberii. 

[Mr.  STBtna  ezpUined:  did  not  say  that  gentlemen 
who  were  counsel  fur  the  bank  were  biased  from  Uiat 
caute,  but  that  Ibey  were  warped  by  political  excite- 
ment.] 

I  am  happy  (said  Mr.  E.)  to  receive  the  explanation 
of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  and  yet  I  am  al  a 
loss  to  comprehend  how  he  used  the  fact  of  the  employ- 
ment of  some  gentlemen  as  legal  coansel  for  the  bank, 
and  the  statement  of  that  fact  following,  with  a  "but," 
the  general  acquittal  of  direct  and  naked  bribery.  Uul 
however  these  enj^gements  may  have  been  supposed  by 
him  or  others  to  operate  on  the  minds  of  gentlemen  with 
whom  they  were  made,  they  certainly  never  aflfectcd 
ntnet  alk  1  never  was  in  any  case  the  counwl  of  ihkt  tn- 
ititution.  Still  1  know  not  but  the  same  influence  may  be 
brought  equally  home  to  mr,  for  I  in  several  caiea  profiled 
by  the  litigaiion  oflhe  bank,  by  engagements  on  the  oppo- 
site side,  which  engagements  I  should  never  have  had, 
if  there  had  been  no  bank  to  bring  suits  sgainst  those 
who  employed  me  to  defend  them.  So  that,  on  the 
whole,  I  believe  I  muit  even  share  with  my  friends  here, 
whom  1  have  aometimea  met  in  the  hall  below,  where 
justice  is  still  administered,  snd  where  truth  and  reawn 
•nd  law  are  not  yet  outraged  or  spumed.  I  must  even 
content  myself  to  share  wiih  them  in  the  imputation  of 
thai  bias  which  counsellors  at  law  are  supposed  to  feel 
in  behalf  of  those  through  whose  means  they  obtain  a 
cause  in  a  court  of  justice. 

But  I  do  not  admit  that  the  Senator'a  charge,  as  ex- 

flained,  approaches  nearer  to  the  truth  than  that  which 
bad  mistaken  for  it,  and  which  he  haa  just  conected. 
I,  for  one,  was  not  moved  in  thia  matter  b^  political  inter- 
est or  political  excitement.  It  wu  a  subject  for  cool  de- 
liberation and  sober  judgment,  and  1  brought  the  pow- 
ers of  my  mind  calmly  and  patiently  to  aet  upon  ilt  and 
when  full  conviction  fullowed  investigation,  and  my 
opinion  was  fixed,  1  acted  in  obedience  to  the  dictates  of 
that  judgment,  not  under  excitement-— unless,  indeed,  a 
strong  feeling  of  attaebment  to  those  absiradifHn  called 
Isw  and  right,  which  it  some  lime^  and  in  some  minds, 
warnw,  and  kindles,  and  glows  to  enthusiasm,  is  to  be 
called  by  that  name. 

I  have  said,  and  have  attempted  to  show,  that  the  act 
of  the  President,  in  the  removal  of  the  deposites,  was 
illegal.  The  Senator  from  North  Carolina  cannot  con- 
ceive it  poasible  that  any  man  can  hold  such  an  opiniont 
bul  he  tells  us  that  he  waa  himself  startled  at  the  bold- 
ness of  the  aett  he  feared  the  people  would  not  sustain  it. 
And  permit  me,  with  all  deference,  to  aay  to  (bat  gen- 
tleroin,  that  if  the  people  had  not  sustained  it,  be  would 
then  have  been  startled  at  its  illegality.  I  thought  it 
in<?gali  fto  thought  I  wenty-eight  out  of  forty.cight  Senators 
in  this  bodyi  so  thought  McLane,  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury:  ao  thought  Duane,  who  was  made  Secretary  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  doing  the  act.  And  when  they  thought 
so.  tbeir  political  feelings  and  their  personal  predilec 
tioBt  were  all  on  the  side  of  iboae  doing  the  aet  which 
their  Jadgnena  eondmiDed.   Tbis  aaaw  aet,  dr,  whiA 


alartled  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  in  his  prinle 
retreat,  atartlcd  alao  the  nationi  and  the  semation  did  ait 
eubnde  until  they  and  he  bad  become  uaed  and  rseo»> 
eiled  to  new  and  eztravafaiit  wti  of  exccutire  paver. 
There  are  other  gentlemen  now  on  this  floor  who  eos> 
demned  this  eot  In  the  strongest  terms^  until  dMjrkaer 
that  the  popubr  roice  would  MisUio  it.  Tbe  Scmlv 
from  Virginia  near  me,  [Mr.  Rirti,]  at  the  close  ef  the 
last  sesnon,  in  a  speech  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  ha 
never  found  ita  way  into  the  publto  papers,  dcdard 
that  in  thia  act  be  thought  the  Exeeotive  had  rat  ts 
the  very  verge  of  the  constitution,  but  that  be  ud  ist 
overatepped  it.  I  differed  from  the  Senator  rnai  Vir- 
ginia in  this  fmly:  I  thought  he  had  not  only  gone  to  ihe 
verge  of  the  constitutional  boundary,  but  that  be  had 
broken  oTer  it.  That  gentleman  and  myself  were 
aratetl  in  opinion  by  a  mere  mathematical  line — ksgi^ 
without  breadth  or  thicknesa — for  he  thou^i,  lad  w 
said  on  the  occasion  I  have  referred  to,  that  the  ta*^ 
dy  of  the  public  treasure  belonged,  by  the  cssriiMiB^ 
to  the  representatives  of  the  States  and  ofthepnplei 
and  that  almost  any  aaerifiee  ought  to  be  made,  is  ortcf 
to  restore  it  to  their  bands.  But  tlie  Seaator  b«j 
North  Carolina — whose  opinion,  since  he  hrt  rewTfTw 
from  the  first  surprise  that  the  executive  act  occ^sMd, 
is,  on  this  subject  especially,  entitled  to  a  tttjpoi 
weight — thinks  that  no  man,  possessing  both  honcMy  ua 
sense,  could  vote  for  the  rew^ution  whieb  pasted  iki 
Senate. 

[Ur.  STBAHax.  I  did  not  say  so.  I  ssid  ibcyessU 
not,  unless  under  strong  previous  biss.] 

Mr.  EwiRo.   The  explanation  anounU  tobvt  GUk. 
A  biaa  which  destroyed  the  honeaty  or  obieurtd  m 
sense  is  now  introduced  and  attributed,  to  bf^\tn  ibe 
odinm  of  the  charge  which  his  unqualified  _Ungai«e,tt 
I  understood  it,  cast  upon  the  former  majority  of  !*• 
body.    And  nnw.  Ibe  Senator  from  Virpitis,  wto  be- 
lieved the  President  had  gone  to  the  very  ittjnia  m 
consliluiion,  and  had  then  poasefsed  btanself  of  tM 
treasure  which,  by  lhat  constitution,  belonged  W  IM 
repref-enuiives  of  the  people,  and  the  Senator  fr«« 
North  Carolina,  who  was,  in  private,  "startled"  bytH 
boldnea*  of  the  act,  until  he  found  that  the  pet^k"* 
tained  it,  are  ready  to  vote  censure  and  obloquy  "I?"  "J* 
Senaiora  who  ventured  to  expreasao  opinion,  beiiiiewf 
knew  whether  lltat  opinion  would  beaustainedbythep^t- 
ular  voice  or  not.  For  one.  I  r*.  speet  not  their  opiBWs^ 
elicited  and  to  expresaedi  and  I  scorn  tbetr  ceawre  lad 
their  reproaeh.    When  men  uae  language  banh  or  ns- 
dietive,  or  utter  degrading  charges  againit  ©t*"^"^ 
least  as  honorable  aa  thcmaelves,  ibey  seixe  a  i«ft«ir^ 
sword,  which  often  wounds  the  band  that  *>^'^"'v, 
am  willing  lo  atand  in  the  ranks  in  whiiA  I  iIk" 
and  now  stand,  and  receive  their  onset,  no  nistwf  wr 
fierce  and  how  furious.   I  am  willing  to  risk  the 
acter  of  the  majority  which  paaaed  that 
integrity  and  intelligence,  and  independence  of  wtfi 
and  of  action,  against  this  maj.Kily,  which  is  now  lbc  ><|' 
strument  uf  its  repudiation.    And  if,  in  oonaeiioB  ^ 
the  pregnant  incidents  of  the  timec^  the  names 
who  have  taken  part  in  the  moving  scenes 
secnd.  and  pass  in  review  before  pueteriiy,  I 
have  well  ehoaen  the  rattk  in  which  my  ho«We  is» 
shall  aland  to  receive  the  judgment  of  that  sip" 
tribunal.  j 

1  find  that  I  am  deaoltory  and  diflfuse  in  my  counen 
dtSGuasiun,  but  time  waa  not  allowed  me  to  p*^^*, 
be  connected  and  brief.  1  have  shown  that  tbs  KWn> 
of  the  depoaites  was  in  violation  of  a 
against  law.  I  shall  now  endeavor  to  ouke  r'*<'r: 
poMtion  that  it  was  in  violation  of  the  conrtitetwn-  r" 
this  a  few  words  will  aufficeirfer  it  Bmi^***^ 
quenoe  from  Uic  iUegaliiy  ^UhwOmw*** 
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the  ooneedcd  point  thmt  the  T.i^8lalure,  tnd  not  the 
Executive,  it  the  constitutioiul  keeper  and  euardian  of 
the  public  treaturc.  The  Pretident.  if  be  nad  teixed 
that  treuare  by  an  act  of  open  and  direct  violence,  and 
become  bimaelf  the  keeper,  in  defiance  of  legi^tive 
iHtboritjr,  woold*  by  the  concurrent  t^inion  of  all  here, 
hav*  violated  Uiet  eoiutitotion  which  made  the  Legiala* 
tun  Its  keeper.  But  if,  through  the  exercite  of  a  power 
which  the  but  (not  the  constitution)  placed  in  bis  handt 
for  other  purpoaes,  he  did  by  lawiul  means  effect  this 
■nconatitulional  object,  does  it  vary  the  case,  or  make 
the  Tiolation  of  the  constitution  less  certain?  The  Presi- 
dent had  by  law  a  right  to  remove  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trseaury,  though  he  bad  no  right  to  aeize  tbe  public 
treamrei  but>  niroiigh  the  exen^  of  that  power  of 
reaoral,  exerted  for  that  diatinet  and  avowed  purpose, 
and  that  purpose  only,  be  did  aeise  upon  the  public  treas- 
ure, and  dispose  of  it  according  to  bia  will.  He  used  a 
bvful  weapon  to  do  an  illegal  and  unconstitutional  act. 
This  is  not  difficult  to  be  comprehended.  A  man  hat  • 
legal  right  to  ute  his  own  walking-stick {  yet  it  ia  easy  to 
eoneeive  bow  he  may  use  it  ilTe^lly.  Tbe  Senator 
fnm  Virginia  admits  that  Ibe  President  almoat  violated 
the  coBstitntion.  "He  marched  to  itt  verge."  I  m/ 
be  ovenlepped  it. 

Tbcae  are  my  reasont  for  thinking  and  for  voting  that 
the  executive  act  of  tbe  President  in  tbe  case  reHrred 
to  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  constitution  and  law, 
kit  in  violation  of  bolbj  and  I  care  not  bow  lightly  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  may  speak  of  either  the 
seme  w  honesty  which  dictated  that  opinion  and  that 
vote.  Language  such  as  bit  on  this  occasion  falls  harm* 
less  to  the  ground*  or  recoils  on  him  who  utters  it. 

Hsmngf  proved  tbe  ttateinent  in  the  resolution  true, 
Ibe  next  Inquiry  is  as  to  our  right  to  tpread  it  on  Ibe 
Rcord.  Gentlemen  on  tbe  side  of  tbe  adminhtration 
beap  upon  tbe  act,  in  this  aspect  of  it,  tlie  terms 
"  rimmelal,**  "  disgraceful,"  "  flagrant  impropriety"— 
■II  the  epithets  of  detestation  and  abhorrence  wliieb 
Iboae  diligent  gentlemen  have  been  able  to  collect  and 
imass  from  our  whole  vocabulary.  But  let  this  passt  it 
vnounla  to  fittle.  Reproach  and  violence  from  those 
who  proless  to  pass  judgment  leaves  an  intelligent  pub- 
He  (to  whom  is  the  6nal  appeal)  impressed  with  the 
conTiction  that  tbe  discretion  of  the  judge  was  lost  in 
his  own  passion.  They  probably  will  not  slop  tu  inquire 
what  has  become  of  hra  propriety.  On  tbe  one  hand, 
tow«rd«  the  former  majority  of  tbe  Senate  we  have 
vitaperation  and  reproach  fit  to  be  cast  only  on  a  tenant 
of  Newgale,  by  a  felon  like  himself]  and  towardt  the 
Preasdent  tirade  upon  tirade  of  fulsome  flattery,  which 
woaM  nake  even  a  coquette  turn  uck.  Let  all  thia  go 
to  the  country;  a  discerning  public  will  see  what  I  see — 
moiiTes  not  to  be  named  or  avowed,  lying  deep  in  the 
breasts  of  iboae  who  say  and  do  these  things — deep,  but 
not  hidden,  and  prompting  them,  or  rather  gokding 
tbcwi  on  to  tbe  act  At  ihe  deed  is  to  be  dune,  I  am 
(Ind  H  eoaws  ia  Ihe  faem  and  it  pressed  in  the  spirit  and 
icnpcr  wUch  here  fiseloaes  itselfi  fur,  being  to  done, 
k  anM  be  rtpudialed  as  authority,  either  as  to  opinion  or 
fce*.  bf  trtlj  hoMSt  and  csndid  mind. 

Why  was  it  improper  or  indelicate  to  past  this  resolu- 
iio»,  if  the  facts  and  opinions  set  forth  in  it  be  true  and 
correct?  Gentlemen  say  we  may  not  expreas  our  opin- 
ion of  Ibe  act,  because  we  may  possibly  be  the  triers  of 
the  actor.  The  President  might,  by  possibility,  be  im- 
peached^  aad*vrt  *t  a  Senate,  would  he  called  upon  to 
try  bimt  therefiwet  it  was  Indericsle  and  improper  to 
give  an  Ofuaion  beforehand  which  might  influence  our 
oeosioB  hereafter.  Now,  my  answer  to  this  is,  that  Ibe 
qocstioa  of  delicacy  and  propriety  here  put  is  merely  of 
a  persenal  nature,  and  addresses  ilacK  to  «ch  individust 
Maber  ruber  than  to  the  whole  body)  tbr  the  Senate, 


as  a  body,  was  not  emnmittad  to  any  thing  by  that  reso- 
lution. Suppose,  then,  at  the  time  these  resolutions 
passed,  with  the  full  knowledge  that  all  of  us  had  of  the 
power  of  tbe  Executive  and  the  state  of  parties  in  tbe 
other  Houset  suppose  any  one  here,  being  asked  pri- 
vately his  opinion  on  the  subject,  bad  declined,  as  a 
matter  of  deUcacy,  to  give  it,  lest  be  should  be  com- 
mitted in  case  of  an  impeachment  preferred  against  the 
President,  which  would  you  have  considered  it,  a  seri- 
ous scruple,  or  rather  an  idle  jest?  The  truth  is,  there 
is  nothing  in  the  point,  nor  am  1  able  to  convince  my- 
self that  any  man  ("except  under  atrong  political  bias") 
can  telieve  there  is  any  thing  in  it.  As  fur  myself,  f 
knew  there  was  to  he  no  impeachment,  and  no  trial)  and 
my  own  opinion  of  propriety  and  right  was  then,  as  it  is 
now,  the  guide  of  my  own  actions.  The  President  bad 
done  an  act  vtolatory  of  the  constitution,  and  especially 
affecting  the  powers  and  righu  of  this  body  as  one  of 
the  legislstive  branches  of  the  Government.  What  was 
to  be  done?  Reassert  the  constitution  and  the  rights  of 
the  Senate  by  law?  Tbe  executive  veto  was  ready  to 
give  a  quietus  to  evtry  law  which  you  might  have  at- 
tempted to  pass.  He  had  posseaaed  himself  of  the  pub- 
lic treaaure*  and  you  couM  pa^s  no  Uv  to  wrest  it  from 
his  hands.  What  was  to  be  done?  Be  calm,  sty  gen- 
tlemen; be  quiet)  make  no  disturbance;  it  is  quite 
slarlling)  but  say  nothing;  the  country  can  stand  iti  and 
perhaps,  if  you  are  silent  and  patient  under  tbia,  the 
President  may  commit  no  more  acts  uf  violence;  but,  if 
you  irritate,  be  may  do  still  worse  things.  They  there- 
fore would  have  recommended  silence  and  submission. 

The  Senate,  as  a  legislative  body,  has  the  right  to  as- 
sert its  own  powers  by  virtue  of  that  first  of  nature's 
laws,  self-preservation.  A  body  composed  of  numerous 
members  can  speak  ntly  by  tome  prescribed  form,  such 
as  an  order  or  resolution)  snd  as,  in  this  case,  their  con- 
stitutiuaal  powers  were  asssiled,  it  was  their  duty,  their 
solemn  duty,  to  reassert  them,  that  the  invasion  might 
not  stand  without  objection  or  contradiction,  and  thus 
become  a  binding  precedent  in  future  times. 

The  resolution  of  the  Senate  is  also  objected  to  as  one 
eoutHied  in  terma  of  censure  against  the  President;  it  is 
said  to  be  reproachful  in  its  language  and  its  import.  Be- 
lieving tbat  I  have  eatHblished  the  position  that  the  reso- 
lution is  true  in  point  of  fact  and  opinion,  and  ihst  it 
was  due  to  the  rights  of  ibis  boily,  which  we  were  delc- 
gmted  by  the  SUtes,  for  tbe  time  being,  to  guard  and 
protect,  that  we  should,  in  a  resolution  couched  in 
some  language,  assert  those  rights)  I  now  ask  any  can- 
did man,  whether  a  partisan  of  tbe  President  or  not,  if 
he  can  devise  any  language,  conveying  the  substance 
and  sense  tif  that  resolution,  which  shall  be  mure  deco- 
rous and  more  courteous  than  thai?  Can  you,  fir,  con- 
vey the  idea  in  milder,  more  dlgDiflet',  and  more  appro- 
priate language?  It  is  true  it  contnins  no  compliment, 
no  adulation.  This  the  Senator  from  Penns)  Ivaiiia  has 
discovered,  and  therefure  condtmns  iu  That  gentle- 
man, in  reference  to  the  President,  uses  tbe  vora  "  im- 
maculate,** which  I  never  before  beard  applied  to  but 
one  created  being,  and  that  in  worship.  This  resolution 
contains  no  such  term,  as  applied  to  the  President)  snd  [ 
think  I  would  not  now,  if  it  were  again  before  the  Sen- 
ate, move  to  insert  the  word,  even  iftbat  would  gain  fbr 
it  the  vote  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

In  England,  from  which  we  derive  our  free  institu- 
tions, and  to  wbioh  we  still  refer  for  precedent  of  parlia- 
menUry  independence,  (Gml  knows  bow  lone  those  ex- 
amples may  be  endured,)  in  England  it  is  not  deemed  Ibe 
duivof  Psriiament  (o  address  the  King,  or  to  answer  bis 
address,  in  terms  only  of  acquiescence  and  praise.  The 
British  Parliament  rrpresents  a  free  people,  and  they 
have  not  forgotten  to  speak  tbe  tangus|[e  of  freemen; 
and  did  any  one  ever  bear  of  an  attempt  m  tbat  body  to 
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cut  reproach  npon  ilteir  or  anjr  of  iu  membera,  beoaute 
thejr  ventured  in  Mich  ttldren  to  move  or  to  expreH  dii- 
Bpprobation  of  the  acts  of  tlteir  monarcht  or  to  aucrt 
their  own  rights  or  the  rights  of  the  people?  It  eertaiii- 
ly  has  not  been  deemed  a  cauie  for  expunging  their  jour- 
nal! that  they  contain  nmething  disagreeable  lo  mtjeaty. 
There  wai  a  time,  it  is  true,  as  late  as  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  First,  when  the  King  sent  into  the  House  of 
Commons  his  warrant  to  arreat  and  imprison  nwmbera 
for  words  uttered  on  the  floor  of  Parliaoientt  bat  that 
lime  has  gone  bjr.  Great  Britain,  moving  in  the  direc- 
tion towards  freedom  and  the  perfecting  of  free  inttitu- 
tions,  haa  long  since  pat«ed  that  point,  and  we*  tending 
as  rapidly  towards  despotic  power,  have  not  yet  quite 
reached  it.  When  we  look  at  British  precedents  and  re- 
fer to  Briliih  history,  we  ought  not  lo  forget  that  they 
and  we  have  started  al  different  pointy  and  are  moving 
in  different  directions.  They,  beginning  w'lh  an  irregu* 
lar  and  almost  despotic  monarchy,  with  undefined  pow- 
ers, checked  only  by  the  strength  of  the  feudal  aristoc< 
racy*  have  marched  onward  slowly  but  steadily,  step  by 
alep.  towards  the  perfection  of  a  free  and  representa- 
tive Governmenti  and  perhaps  they  are  still  moving  on- 
ward. We,  commencing  with  a  pure  constitutional  rep- 
resentative Government,  with  jiiitly  balanced  powers, 
have  rushed  onward  with  a  velocity  almost  inconceivable 
towards  despotism,  if  it  be  decorou*  to  call  that  despo- 
tism which  concentrates  all  ibe  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  a  single  man,  and  makes  his  will  the  law.  if,  in 
our  different  course,  we  should  meet  our  great  arcbe. 
type,  and  find,  at  some  one  moment  of  our  history,  our 
Government  tube  what  hers  is  or  wu,  we  are  not  to  sup- 
pose that  our  career  is  thenceforward  to  be  the  same. 
If  we  meet,  we  pass  with  the  swiftness  of  moving  en- 
gines, so  that  we  can  scarcely  catch  a  glance  of  that 
which  we  have  met,  and  frdm  which  we  are  pasting. 

Mr.  President,  every  thing  iniriniie  and  extrinsic,  all 
that  can  catch  the  popular  ear  or  enlist  one  vulgar  pas- 
sion, no  matter  how  low  and  base,  is  resorted  to  by  gen. 
tlemcn  who  ought  to  be,  and  who  are,  honorable,  to  sus- 
tain them  in  the  commission  of  this  act.  The  Senator 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rivss,]  could  you  credit  it,  sir,  says 
that  this  Senate,  which  is  one  of  (he  constitutional  de- 
partments of  our  Government,  and  without  which  the 
form  as  well  as  the  essence  of  our  Government  could 
not  exist;  thst  this  Senate,  of  which  he  himself  is  a  mem- 
ber, and  which  a  common  but  very  honwly  proverb  might 
leach  him  he  could  not  dishonor  without  self-degrada- 
tion;  this  Senate,  be  says,  is  essentially  an  aristocratic 
body,  riding  upon  the  backs  of  the  people.  Do  we 
hear  that  here,  and  from  such  a  source,  or  was  I  deceiv- 
ed? Who  are  tliey  that  compose  the  aristocracy  of  this 
body?  Men  elected  by  the  States  to  discharge,  for  a 
lime,  an  important  Iruslt  and  who,  when  tbat  trust  ia 
discharged,  and  the  period  of  their  service  ended,  re- 
turn again  to  the  common  mass  from  which  tbey  wtre 
taken.  Aristocracy!  Where  is  the  danger,  where  is 
the  possibility,  of  an  aristocratic  order  rising  up  in  this 
Union*  Look  about  you  every  wherei  men  who  hold 
the  highest  stations,  and  wield  the  greatest  influence, 
and  even  wealth,  spring  from  the  common  ranks  of  the 
people.  Their  power  and  their  influence  they  cannot 
tranamitt  and,  as  to  iheir  wealth,  when  tbe  band  tbat 
gathered  and  the  band  which  holds  it  shall  moulder  in 
tbe  dtiat,  it  is  scattered  to  the  fi  ur  winds  of  heaveni  it 
goes  to  build  up  and  enrich  the  son  of  the  hsrd-handed 
yeomani  and  the  children's  children  of  him  who  counted 
his  gold  by  millions  become,  not  beggars,  but  common 
laborers  in  our  streets.  Where,  then,  is  tlie  danger  of 
aristocracy  in  Anertea?  There  is  one  source  from 
which  it  may  flow  in  upon  us,  and  one  only.  When 
our  publie  officea  beoome  transmistible  by  the  will  of 
tbe  iiwttiid>ent  to  hii  succcMori  when  the  aien  wbo  hi^ 


station  can  direct  the  line  through  which  the  nirrfiaai 
to  tbat  station  shall  descend,  whclber  by  binli  tt  iM 
son,  or  by  appmntment  to  Ibe  fivmite,  we  hm,  is  tah< 
stance,  a  naonarchy,  and  we  have  an  ariitocn^,  iatlJ 
classic  language  of  tbe  Senator,  "riding  on  the  badbt^ 
the  people)"  nay,  we  have  worse,  a  shaaieful,  cotnpi, 
and  corrupting  oligarchy. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Bumsii] 
says  that  the  Senate  is  merely  called  upon  to  rejtHtgeiu 
own  juatieet  in  other  words,  lo  detnvine  abethrr  At 
opinion  it  expressed  waa  correct  or  not  But  n  llil 
truef  Is  tbat  the  act  to  which  tbe  majorily  of  tbe  St* 
ate  is  now  proceeding?   If  so,  it  were  but  an  eiprcMi 
of  opinion  adverse  to  opinions  heretofore  expreaed  i 
former  majority,  and  entirely  connstent  with  gentkais' 
ly  intercourse  and  feeling.    But  no  saeh  thtagr-  No;  it 
is  placed,  and  it  is  pressed,  as  a  vote  of  eensureiad 
probrium  upon  the  fornwr  majority.   Tbe  pstltMs 
from  Pennsylvania,  it  seema,  onoe  intended  itAouM» 
sume  a  form  consistent  with  the  coiute^  sad  pHfwiclf 
of  legislative  bodies.-   He  proiaised  the  atrinc  «M  «f| 
the  obnoxious  word  "expur^e,"  and  so  the  mriilits 
was  to  have  passed)  snd  what  strong  motive,  or  riraif 
offence,  could  have  induced  the  Senator  to  riMndnta. 
conciliatory  course,  and  again  poison  the  retotatioavilh! 
insult  and  reprmch?   What,  think  you,  could  lai«i)| 
driven  him  from  his  propriety?   Why,  truly  a  Sembrj 
from  Hassachuaetis,  sume  two  years  since,  moved  tsl^i 
the  expunging  reaolulioa,  when  so  amended,  on  tbett'l 
blei  that  was  the  insult;  a  motion  to  lay  a  reK)luti<»Hj 
the  table  ia  the  mighty  insult  which  swelh  tbe  Imni  4' 
gentlemen  almost  to  bursting  with  patriotic  iadi^tioR, 
and  which  justifies  all  this  harsh  and  mlhtes*  vtcJrKfc 
Hence  the  word  "expunge"  in  the  body  of  the  reac- 
tion.   Hence  a  recital  cbsrged  with  as  banb  md  vl^ 
rious  imputation  as  geattemen  can  use  towards  cieh  iM' 
er,  if  not  more  harsh  and  more  injurious.  The  Seiwr 
frutn  Pennsylvania  says  be  wished  to  be  saved  the  aeeo- 
sity  of  compelling  the  Senate  to  vote  this  stigwa 
themselves.    Who,  I  ask,  gave  him,  and  thou  win 
whom  he  acts,  power,  and  who  gave  them  impawiy,  toSi 
stigmas,  or  compel  stigmas,  upon  men,  in  all  tbi«^^^ 
orable,  their  equals  at  least?    Who  caret  fiw  iheirM* 
ma  or  their  censure?   I,  for  one,  cast  them  to  tiw  win* 
I  despiae,  I  trample  upon  ihem.   Sir,  since  it  ben 
determined  that  a  resMulion  in  any  form  ineonerteat  vilti 
the  resolution  of  Msrch,  1834,  should  ^\wAtm 
there  is  at  last  a  majority  in  the  Senate  resdylo  i**; 
the  mandate,  I  am  glad  once  again  that  it  coataiMiw- 
stance,  and  has  assumed  a  form,  which  will  fowwde- 
itroy  it  u  aiilhoriiy  for  the  futurej  and  whenitco»nl" 
an  issue  such  as  this,  veracity,  and  honor,  and  ch»r»^ 
brought  into  collision,  I  fear  not  the  issue  of  ih«  coaW 
and  1  care  not  with  what  weapons  it  ia  wsged.  AB  •> 
last  results  In  an  appeal  to  the  country  and  to  laure 
times.    And  if  this  resolution  had  been  coitcbed  m  w- 
guage  of  decent  sobrielyi  if  it  hsd  been  in  iU 
calm,  dispassionate,  and  strong,  il  wouhl,  by  V'^^^? 
the  names  which  support  it,  have  carried  witb  '*  "I"? 
weight  and  authority;  but  now  there  is  BodBBgerefui^ 
the  resolution  itself,  and  the  speeches  with  wWeb  a  « 
ushered  in,  show  the  spirit  by  which  il  Is  mowd- 
Edward  Coke,  at  a  time  when  he  was  himself  ■ 
pbant,  called  Sir  Walter  R^igh  *'a 
cause  Raleigh  was  unhap|^yout  of  f*vor  with  bis  taw- 
eign)  yet,  no  one  at  this  day  esteems  Coke  the 
Raleigh  the  less  for  this  outpouring  of  maifiMiy- 
mund  Saunders,  in  the  report  of  one  of  hiscssei  t 
says  that  Twysden  (Justice)  gsve  judgment 
and  he  adds,  in  his  quiet  manner,  "note,  "|~^'  ^ 
judgment  was  clearly  wrong)"  and  such  hat  l^*^  ^ 
universal  opinion  of  the  proTeerion  MncetiBvd  "^^i 
be  the  opinion,  a  p9fgtt%eDriptBMldj3l§k@?>^ 
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dccirion,  Md  every  act  of  »  delibenlive  body,  which  is 
Cbe  result  ofpaadon  ntber  tlian  reuon  and  judgment. 

The  nujurtty  of  the  Senate,  who  arc  movii^  on,  or, 
perhaps,  more  properly  speaking,  mored  on,  to  ttie  de- 
struction uf  Die  jcHiriuIs,  ought  to  consider  well  the  >ct 
which  tliey  are  about  to  perform.  Tlie  constitution, 
wbich  we  and  they  are  sworn  to  support,  requires  that 
the  Seiwie  shall  "  keep"  a  journal  of  their  proceedings; 
iwich  useless  learnii^  was  expended  upon  this  word  at 
the  last  eessioD.  We  know  its  meaning  without  consult* 
ing  our  dictianariesi  its  popular  senie  is  its  true  sense. 
The  framers  of  the  coniliiiition  did  not  search  books  fur 
the  definition  of  the  word,  but  understood  it  and  used  it 
in  its  plain  and  obvious  sense;  and  they  would  have  been 
astooisfaed  if  it  had  been  told  them  that  that  word  could 
ever  become  the  subject  of  cavil.  That  it  has  so,  and 
that  it  is  DOW  the  doctrine  of  the  majority  th^t  the  de- 
■tnictioa  of  the  record  is  no  infraction  of  ihe  cunslitution, 
wbieb  requires  that  it  shall  be  kept,  is  a  touchstone  by 
which  the  Talue  of  their  judgment  s;ainit  the  former 
Mjiwiiy  of  the  Senate  nay  be  tesied.  It  is  a  matter  that 
every  man  of  plain  common  sense  can  unjjersland  and 
deckle  as  well  as  the  most  lesrned  and  most  wise;  and 
\hty  can,  from  this  specimen,  determine  how  much 
wei^  ia  due  to  the  opinions  of  men  who  liiild  that  to 
CFMeitobkM  out,  to  expunge,  is  not  inconsistent  with 
Ihe  command  to  keep,"  to  which  command  we  all  hsve 
snro  ebecfieace.  I  will  not  touch  the  miserable  sopltis- 
*<7  vbich  gentlemen  attempt  to  evade  the  meaning 
aad  wrest  Ihe  sense  of  this  provision  of  the  constitution: 
ji  does  not  merit  a  reply. 

The  constitution  of  Pennsylvania  is  substantially  copied, 
in  tbta  particular,  from  Ihe  conatiiutiun  of  the  United 
ScateK;  like  that,  it  contains  a  provision  that  both  Houses 
ihairkeep  a  journal.  TIte  Senator  from  Pennsytvams, 
Mn^  year*  ago,  while  a  member  of  one  branch  of  that 
Leguluure,  moved  a  resolution  declaring  that  it  wa»  a 
TioUtioD  of  the  conkUtution  to  expunge  any  thing  from 
tbe  journal  once  entered  there.  He  is  of  tlie  same  opin- 
ioa  still;  and  be  proposes  to  be  consistent,  and  yet  vote 
for  expunging  what  is  entered  on  the  journals  of  this 
body,  under  a  precisely  similar  constitutional  provision. 
Could  any  man  who  had  not  beard  him  conjecture  how 
tbis  oould  be  done?  The  word  expungt  has,  hn  sayx,  « 
literal,  and  it  has  also  a  metaphorical  neaningt  and  the 
Mcorde  of  the  Senate  are  to  be  expunged  roeuphorical- 
If.  What  a  fivce*  if  its  atrodty  would  permit  us  to  look 
ap«M  H  as  a  subject  of  ridicule!  But  who  could  avoid 
Mnliiig,  even  in  the  midst  of  bittemesi^  to  see  tlie  array 
oC  authorities  which  the  erudite  Senator  adduced  to  diow 
that  ibe  word  "expange**  is  used  metaphorically  in  cases 
where  it  cannot  have  a  literal  application^  lie  has 
AowB  us  examples  in  which  good  writers  speak  of  ex- 
poufing  formi  of  government,  systems  of  religion,  snd 
the  vices  of  men— all  dearly  metaphorical*  and  known 
at  once  to  be  so.  because  they  are  not  susceptible  of  the 
Cteral  and  physical  appUcttkm  of  the  term.  Tou  cannot 
draw  a  black  line  over,  nor  can  you  draw  bUck  lines 
rooad,  a  **  form  of  government,"  for  you  cannot  touch 
it  or  handle  it,  though  you  may  mar  its  symmetry  and 
destroy  its  strength;  nor  can  you  take  physical,  tangible 
hold  frf*  ^sterns  of  religion  or  of  human  vicest  hence  the 
teraw  you  spply  to  them  are  DeccMarily  metaphorical, 
whether  you  expun^,  uproot,  or  demolish  them.  But 
if  yo«  expunee  a  writing  which  is  on  paper*  or  uproot  a 
tree  or  shrub,  or  demolish  a  building,  the  words  then 
have  their  literal  meaning,  capable  only  of  literal,  physi- 
cal appKcalion;  and  be  who  pretends  to  use  it  under 
thosactfcumstances  roetaphoriodly,  wreststhe  word  froin 
Hm  true  tiae,  and  gives  it  a  false  application.  .Expunge 
nwtapborieaUy !  The  disquiutton  of  the  learned  gentle- 
was  iie«i»ds  me  of  the  death  of  two  doughty  heroes  in  a 
M  battle,  CMumnoraled  in  tbe  *'  Bspe  of  tbc  Lock"— 
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Ono  ilitil  in  tnelap/ior,  and  ono  In  aui^." 
It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  the  thought  is  much  better  in 
a  burlesque  poem  llian  in  grave  debate  on  the  floor  of 
the  Senate. 

But  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  hss  spread  cheer, 
ing  prospects  beTure  usj  a  brig'ht  vista,  opening  amid  the 
surrounding  gloum,  to  delight  our  vision.  TWm*,  he  says, 
is  the  last  exciting  subject  that  is  to  agitate  our  couiicilsf 
we  are  to  have  a  lialcyon  season;  all  is  to  be,  hencefotth* 
quiet,  and  kindness,  and  peace.  But  he  has  not  told  us 
liow  these  things  are  to  be  brought  to  passj  whether  this 
is  the  Isst  act  orvioler.ce  that  is  to  be  perpetrated  by  tlie 
msjorily  against  the  constitution  of  their  country  and 
the  rights  of  this  body;  or  whether  be  supposes  that,  by 
this,  the  spirit  of  liberty  is  to  be  crushed,  and  we  are  to 
be  awed  to  silence  and  submission.  1  wilt  suppose  tlie 
first,  as  it  better  accords  with  the  kindness  which  he 
still  entertains  for  those  whose  rights  and  feelings  be  haa 
most  outraged)  and  if  so,  bis  language  may  be  rendered 
into  brief*  plain  English,  thus:  Gentlemen,  be  quietand 
be  calm;  meet  m  with  no  arguments,  and  east  on  us  no 
reproaches;  the  President  must  be  gratified,  because  he 
is  immaciilatei  and  yoit  must  be  stigmatized,  because  you 
have  ofTended  htm.  We  may  be  somewhat  harsh  and 
unscrupulou",  but  excuse  os,  for  we  arc  very  much  ex- 
cited; but  this  ia  the  hst  time  we  will  do  an  act  of  law- 
less violence  against  you;  all  shall  be*  henceforth,  jus- 
tice and  peace. 

1  should  be  gratified  to  know  that  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  has  that  power  over  the  political  elements 
which  be  seems  to  claim  in  giving  us  this  strong  assu- 
rance of  their  future  quiet.  Would  that  we  could  rely 
upon  his  promise  or  his  prediction;  but  no*  he  is  de- 
ceived. Those  who  have  abandoned  the  standard  of 
lite  constitution  and  the  law  cannot,  when  they  choose* 
rear  it  sgain,  and  rally  the  hosts  around  It*  and  calm 
their  fesTs,  and  reanimate  their  conRdence.  They  can- 
not lay  their  hands  upon  the  institutions  of  their  country, 
and  pull  down  and  destroy,  until  they  themselves  sbdl 
be  satisfied,  and  then  bid  the  work  of  mischief  cease. 
When  the  ocean  is  lashed  into  a  rage,  no  matter  who 
are  (he  spirits  oflhe  storm,  they  cannot  ssy  to  it,  "  thus 
far  shalt  tbou  go,  and  no  farther;  and  here  sballthy  proud 
waves  be  sUyed."  No,  be  is  deceived;  tliere  are  other 
powers  in  motion  below  and  sround  him  which  lie  wists 
not  of,  and  whose  ipight  he  can  neither  direct  nor  re- 
sist. 1  hsve  stood  upon  the  borders  of  this  mighty  ocean, 
and  noted  the  precursors  of  tbe  coming  atorm.  I  have 
heard  the  moan  of  the  waves  in  the  caverns  of  Ibe  deep* 
and  seen  the  upheaving  of  the  billows,  which  will  rise, 
and  rage,  and  toss,  as  foam  from  their  crest,  him  and 
those  who  are  now  his  trust  and  his  strength. 

Mr.  President*  I  envy  not  the  triiUDpn  of  him  who 
has  pressed  fbrward  these  resolutions^  agmmt  the  opin- 
ions, and  the  feelings*  and  the  consciences^  of  those 
whom  he  has  found  mesns  to  compel  to  their  support- 
resolutions  which  he  has  urged  on  with  pssstons — fierce, 
vindictive  furious.  Still  less  do  1  envy  the  condition  of 
thqije  who  are  compelled  to  go  onward,  against  all  those 
feelings  and  motives  which  should  direct  the  actions  of 
the  legislator  and  the  man.  Why  do  [  see  around  me  so 
many  psie  features  and  downcast  eye^  tinleas  it  be  that 
repentance  and  remorsego  hand  in  hand  with  tbe  perpetra- 
tion ofthe  deed?  I  had  rather  stand  with  tbe  miaorilyt 
yes,  I  would  rather  a  thousand  times  stand  alone,  powerless 
but  conscience  free,  than  to  wield  the  strength  of  all  em- 
pire, on  the  hard  conditions  on  which  it  is  placed  in  their 
hands. 

Rut  this  scene  is  psssing,  and  will  soon  have  passed, 
not  to  be  recalled— the  deed  is  to  be  done*  and  you  and 
we  must  submit  our  acts  to  an  enligbtoied  public*  whose 
judgment  will  be  a  foretaste  of  theJttdgmMtofim^ 
To  ihcK  I  bow  with  cubBiiiMM^&^^gDS  with 


499 


GALKS      SKATON'S  REGISTER 


SCO 


Expu$iging  Betoluiion. 


[Jii.  16,  liBT. 


unwkvering  confidence  of  the  future.  I'lic  fame  of  those 
who  hare  Joined  in  this  itru|^)e  for  the  conitiiution  de- 
penda  upon  the  final  lucceaa  of  contlitutional  govern- 
ment.  If  thai  prevail  and  endure,  if  the  clouds  that 
overshadow  its  prospects  psf-s  away,  and  it  be  restored 
to  what  it  once  was,  in  all  its  frtstincss  and  bfauly,  every 
tiling  that  we  could  desire  for  ouraclvts  and  our  country 
is  attained.  Hut  if  we  still  move  on  in  the  downward 
course,  if  the  cataract  only  be  passed,  and  we  are  to 
glide  on  in  the  smooth  but  rapid  current  into  llie  gulfto 
which  we  have  been  tending,  and  are  never  to  return, 
these  atruj^les  will  be  referred  to  hereaftt  r  as  scenes  in 
which  the  country  was  disturbed  by  violent  and  factious 
spirits,  and  the  namea  of  those  who  atood  for  the  consli- 
tutioD  amid  these  stormy  aceiies  will  be  mentioned  only 
witti  censure  and  reproach.  So  it  has  been  in  tirres  past. 
When  the  last  spark  of  Koman  liberty  was  eitinguished, 
•nd  a  monarch's  court  and  council  occupied  tlie  forum 
and  the  Senate  chamber,  when  no  voice  but  (hat  of 
Augustus  was  heard,  and  no  power  but  bis  was  known, 
tbe  venal  flatterers  of  ttis  court  vied  with  each  other  in 
heaping  praise  on  him,  and  censure  and  reproach  on 
those  firm  spirits  who  Etood  fur  their  country  (o  tbe  last, 
and  were  ai  last  buried  in  its  ruins.  ('K^ar,  by  his  pow- 
er and  clemency,  liad  subjugnted  a  wurldt  all  but  the 
dark  and  unbending  soul  of  Cato.  In  an  even!  such  as 
Ibis,  (which  Heaten  aveil,)  let  tbe  little  band  to  which 
it  ia  m^'  pride  to  belong  stiare  in  (he  reproach  aa.they 
ahare  m  I1>e  spirit  of  tbe  last  of  (he  Homani— that  spirit 
which  scorns  to  bow  bf  fore  any  tanhly  power,  save  that 
of  their  country  and  its  laws. 

When  Mr.  Ewixg  bad  concluded. 
The  question  was  taken  on  (he  amendments  of  Mr. 
Strahki,  and  ttiey  were  agreed  to. 

The  debute  having  cloaed,  and  the  question  being 
about  to  be  taken,  Mr.  WEBSTEIt  rose  and  addreised 
(he  Senate  as  followtt 

Mr.  President;  Upon  the  truth  and  Justice  of  the  ori- 
ginal resolution  of  tbe  Senate,  and  upon  Ibe  authority  of 
the  Senate  to  pass  (hat  resniution,  I  hail  an  opportunity 
to  express  my  opinions  at  a  subBequeot  period,  when 
tbe  President's  prutettt  was  before  ua.  Those  opinions 
remain  allogetl.er  unchanged. 

And  now,  had  the  conslitutton  secured  (he  privilege 
of  entering  a  Pbotset  on  the  journal,  I  ahoold  nut  say 
one  word  on  this  occasion)  although,  if  what  ia  now  pro> 
posed  shall  be  aecomplishtrd,  I  know  not  what  would 
nave  been  tbe  value  of  such  a  provision,  however  for- 
mally  or  carefully  it  might  have  been  inserted  in  (he 
body  of  (hat  instrument. 

But,  as  (here  is  no  aueh  constitutional  privilege,  1  can 
only  efltect  my  purpose  by  (bus  addreasmg  (he  Senatet 
and  1  rise,  therefore,  to  make  that  PltOTESl'  in  this 
manner,  in  the  face  of  the  Senate,  and  in  the  face  of  the 
country,  which  I  cannot  present  in  any  other  form. 

I  speak  in  my  own  belialf,  and  in  belialf  my  colleague) 
we  both  speak  as  Senators  from  the  State  of  Massachu* 
Mtts,  and,  as  sucli,  we  solemnly  Pbutkbt  against  ibis 
whole  proceeding. 

We  deny  that  Senators  from  other  States  have  any 
power  or  authority  to  expunge  any  vote  or  vo'ts  which 
we  have  given  here,  and  which  we  have  recorded, 
agreeably  to  the  express  provision  of  the  constitution. 

We  have  a  high  personal  interest,  and  the  State  a  hose 
represenlalivts  we  are,  bas  also  a  high  inicrtst  in  the  en* 
tire  preservation  of  every  part  and  parcel  of  the  record 
of  our  conduct,  as  members  of  (he  Senate. 

This  rtcord  ihe  constitution  solemnly  declares  slall  be 
fuftf  but  the  resolution  before  the  Senate  declares  that 
tbu  record  shall  be  tscpunged. 

Whellier  subterfuge  and  evaaion,  and,  as  it  appears 
to  ns,  the  degrading  mockery  of  drawing  black  lines 
upon  tbe  journal,       or  ihall  not  leave  our  nunea  and 


our  votes  Irf^blr,  when  this  violation  of  the  tecoid  ihill 
have  been  completed,  still  the  terms  to  cipunge"  isd 
the  terras  **  to  keep,"  when  applied  to  a  record,  input 
ideas  exactly  eontrsdictoryt  as  much  so  as  tbe  t<nu 
"  to  preserve"  and  tbe  terms  **to  destroy." 

A  record  which  aa^unged,  is  not  a  record  sbidii) 
ktptj  any  more  than  a  record  which  is  datm/fdat  be 
a  record  which  is  preterved.  The  part  txpui  gdJ  it  bo 
I  longer  part  of  the  record;  it  has  Ao  longer  a  legsl  eiitl- 
I  ence.  It  cannot  be  certified  aa  a  part  of  the  procrcdirf 
I  of  the  Sei'atc  for  any  purpose  oi  proof  or  evidence. 
I  The  object  of  the  provlnon  in  the  constitution,  u  it 
i  think,  most  obvioualy  is,  that  the  proceedings  uftht  Sis- 
1  ate  shall  be  preserved,  in  writing,  not  fur  tbe  prwu 
i  only,  not  until  published  only,  because  a  cf^jrof  iU 
:  printed  journal  is  not  regular  legal  evidence;  but  pit- 
I  served  indefinite))'!  preserved,  as  other  records  ut  pic> 
t  served,  (ill  destroyed  by  time  or  acddent. 
I  Every  one  must  ice  that  matters  of  the  higbetl  impcr- 
\  tance  depend  on  the  permanent  preservation  of  the  jwr- 
i  natsuf  the  two  Umises.  What  but  the  jourMliib<f« 
,  that  bills  have  been  regularly  passed  imo  liai,  (lirwijii 
i  the  several  stages;  what  but  the  journal  vhoai  aU  «* 
[  members,  or  who  is  President,  or  Speaker,  or  Stcnti- 
!  ry,  or  Clerk,  of  the  body  '  What  but  the  ^ooiailoa- 
1  taitts  the  proof,  necetaary  for  (he  iustificatioa  of  lh« 
I  who  act  under  our  auihori(y,  av.d  who,  without  (be  {nv- 
1  eror  producing  such  proof,  must  stand  as  dtipiMh' 
:  Wha(  but  the  journals  show  who  is  appointeJ,  a*d  vU 
i  rejected,  by  us,  on  the  Presidenl's nomination;  oral* 
I  is  acquitted,  or  whoconvicted,  in  trials  ow  i»peaekineDi' 
j  In  short,  is  there,  at  any  time,  ai-y  other  regular  wdk- 
;  gal  proof  of  any  act  done  by  the  Senate  tlian  ibr  juinal 
j  Itself? 

The  idea,  therefore,  that  the  Senate  is  bowd  lo  p* 
serve  its  journal  only  until  it  is  publislied,  and  tbes  mj 
alter,  mutilate,  or  destroy  it  at  pleasure, apprsnW" 
one  of  the  most  exiraortlinsry  sentiments  ever  adnncei 
We  are  deeply  grateful  (o  ihose  friei.di  abo  b>n 
shown,  with  ao  much  ckarnrtj,  that  all  the  pree«lt* 
relied  -on  to  justify  or  to  excuse  this  prbceeduifc  « 
I  either  not  to  the  purpose,  or,  from  the  lis-(suoM' 
cumstances  at  and  under  which  they  bappciKd,lK  w 
way  entitled  lo  reapect  in  a  free  Goveinment, ««( 
1  under  a  written  constitution.   But,  for  ouixlw'. « 
;  sund  on  the  plain  words  of  that  constituiion  iist^r.  i 
j  thousand  precedents  elsewhere  made,  whclber  snc^ 
or  modern,  can  neither  rescind,  nor  control,  nv  npW 
away,  these  words. 
I     Tbe  woidsare,  lliat  "each  House  slullxswfj"^ 
'.  nal  of  its  proceedings."    No  gloas,  no  ingenWr 
I  apecious  interpretation,  and  much  less  can  '7 
just  reasoning  reconcile  (he  proceaa  of  c jput^ 
the  plain  meaning  of  Iheae  words,  lo  tbe  »t'«»='*!7 
the  common  sense  and  honest  understaodiag  of 
If  the  Senate  may  now  expunge  one  part  of  tbe  jow* 
1  nal  of  a  former  session,  it  mav,  with  equal  sutboni;,» 
i  purge  another  part,  or  (be  »h».le.   It  may  eipsV" 
I  entire  record  of  any  ore  session,  or  of  all 
I     l(  seems  (o  us  inconceivable  how  any  men  caafy" 
I  such  a  power,  and  i(B  exercise,  at  pleasure,  at  ""fT- 
with  the  injunction  of  (he  constitution.   It  ^  TjrVg 
I  difTerence  what  is  the  completeness  or  '""'■'PtJS 
!  of  the  act  of  expunging,  or  by  what  mesnsdonr,^"^ 
;  by  erasure,  obllleralion,  or  defacement;  if  by 
.  ment,  as  here  proposed,  whether  one  worn  "/JJ 

words  are  written  on  tbe  face  of  the  rccordj 
.  little  ir.k  or  much  ink  is  shed  on  the  psperi  or  tie^ 
)  some  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  original  •"'^"JT^ 
may  yet  by  posaibility  be  traced.   If  the  act «»«  " 
act  to  expunge,  to  blot  out,  oblitetote,  to  crass  w* 
ord,  then  the  record  ia  exnunged.  blotted  aul»w^ 
atcd,  and  cnaed.Di^r"*-**^''**^**"^*^ 
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the  record  la  murh  u  obliterttion  or  erai'>re.'  A  rre- 
ordf  subtequentty  altered,  is  not  the  originkt  record.  It 
DO  longer  givci  i  jitst  kceount  of  Ihe  proceedings  of  ttie 
Senate.  It  is  no  lonavr  true.  It  is,  Id  short*  no  journal 
of  tbe  real  and  •ctual  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  such  aa' 
the  efKtttitution  says  each  House  shall  keep. 

The  cotMtitution,  therefore,  is,  in  our  deliberate  judg- 
iDcnl,  violated  by  this  proceeding  in  the  most  plain  and 
open  manner. 

The  constitution,  moreorer,  provides  that  the  tfeat  and 
nay*,  on  any  question,  shall,  at  the  request  oT  one  fifth 
of  the  members  present,  6e  entered  on  the  journal. .  This 
provision,  most  manifestly,  gives  a  personal  right  to 
those  members  who  may  demand  H,  to  the  entry  and 
preservation  of  their  votes  on  the  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings nf  Ihe  body,  not  for  one  day  or  one  year  only, 
but  ftv  all  time.  There  the  yeai  and  na^i  are  to  stand, 
forever,  as  permanent  and  lasting  proof  of  the  minner 
in  which  fnembcrs  have  voted  on  great  and  important 
questions  before  them. 

But  it  is  now  insisted  that  the  votes  of  members,  taken 
by  jfta»  ami  naytt  «"1  thus  entered  on  the  journal,  as 
natter  of  n^ht,  may  still  be  expungedt  so  that  that, 
wh'idi  it  requires  more  than  four  fifths  of  the  Senators  to 
preveBl  from  t>eing  put  on  the  journal,  may,  neverthe* 
less,  be  Btroek  ofT,  and  erased,  ttte  next  moment,  or  at 
an/  period  afterwards,  by  the  will  of  a  mere  majoriiy;  or, 
if  tfiw  be  not  admitted,  iben  tbe  absurdity  is  adopted  of 
BiainfaiiiHig,  that  this  proviiion  of  the  constitution  is  ful- 
filled  by  merely  preserving  the  yeas  and  nam  on  the 
J-Kirnals  after  havmg  expunf^ed  and  obliterated  the  very 
reaolution*  or  the  very  question,  on  which  they  were 
given,  and  to  which  ainne  they  refer;  leaving  the  yeaa 
omf  fSAyr  thus  a  mere  list  of  nameo,  connected  with  no 
mbjrrt,  no  question,  no  vote.    We  put  it  to  the  impar- 
judgment  of  mankind,  if  this  proceeding  be  not,  in 
(bis  respect  also,  directly  and  palpably  inconsistent  with 
the  constitution. 

We  protest,  in  Ihe  most  solemn  manner,  that  other 
Senntors  have  no  authority  to  deprive  as  of  our  personal 
righM*  secured  to  us  by  Ihe  constitution,  either  by  ex- 
pun^ng,  or  obliterating,  or  mutilating,  or  defacing, 
the  record  of  our  votes,  duly  entered  by  yeas  and 
naj^t  or  by  expunging  and  obliterating  the  resolutions 
or  questions  on  which  those  votes  were  given  and  re- 
corvled. 

We  have  seen,  with  deep  and  sincere  pain,  the  Legis- 
latures of  respectable  States  instructing  the  Senators  of 
those  Slates  to  vote  for  and  suppnri  this  violation  of  the 
journal  of  the  Senatei  an:l  this  pain  is  inBnitely  increased 
by  our  full  belief,  and  entire  conviction,  that  most,  if 
■ot  nil  these  proceedings  of  States  had  (heir  origin  in 
proiBptings  from  Washington  {  that  they  have  been  ur- 
gently requested  and  insisted  on  as  being  nccea«ary  to 
the  BCGomplishment  of  the  intended  purpose  t  and  (luit  it 
»  nothing  else  but  Ihe  influence  and  power  of  tbe  ex> 
eeutlTe  branch  of  this  Government  which  has  brought 
the  Legialaturea  of  so  mai^  of  the  free  Sta'es  of  this 
Union  to  quit  Ihe  sphere  of  their  ordinary  duties,  fur  ilie 
porpoee  of  co-operating  tb  accomplish  a  measure,  in  our 
judgment,  so  unconstitutional,  so  derogatory  to  tlie  char- 
acter of  (he  Senate,  and  marked  with  so  brnad  an  im- 
preaaion  of  comptiaf^ce  wi(h  power. 

But  this  resolution  is  to  pass.  We  expect  it.  That 
came,  which  has  been  powerful  enough  to  influence  so 
many  State  LegisUtore*.  will  show  itself  powerfulenouKh, 
especially  wKh  such  aids,  to  secure  tbe  passage  of  the 
resofation  here. 

We  mske  up  our  minds  (o  behold  the  spectacle  which 
is  to  ensue. 

We  collect  ourselves  to  look  on,  In  silence,  while  a 
accYte  isexhibited  which,  if  we  did  not  reffard  It  as  ruth- 
k-as  violstioa  ofa  sacred  instrument,  would  appear  to  us 


to  be  little  elevated  above  the  character  of  a  contemptible 
farce. 

This  scene  we  shall  behold,  and  hundreds  of  Ameri< 
can  citizena,  as  many  as  may  crowd  into  these  lobbies 
and  galteriei',  iill  behold  it  also:  with  what  feelings  I  do 
not  undertake  to  ssy. 

But  we  Protist,  we  most  solemnly  Pbotkst,  against 
the  substance  and  against  the  manner  of  this  proceeding, 
against  its  object,  against  its  form,  and  against  its  eflect. 
We  tell  you  that  you  have  no  right  to  mar  or  mutilate 
Ihe  record  of  our  votes  given  here,  an*l  recorded  ac- 
cording to  the  constitution;  we  tell  you  (bat  you  may  as 
well  erase  tbe  yeas  andnayt  on  any  other  question  or 
resolution,  or  oii  all  questions  and  resolutions,  as  on  thist 
we  tell  you  that  you  have  just  as  much  right  to  falsify 
the  record,  by  so  altering  it  aS  to  m«ke  us  appear  to 
have  voted,  on  any  question,  as  we  did  not  %-ole,  as  you 
have  to  er^se  a  record,  and  make  that  page  a  blank,  in 
which  our  votes,  as  they  were  actually  given  and  record- 
ed, now  stand.  The  one  proceeding,  as  it  appears  to  us, 
ts  as  much  a  falsification  of  (be  record  as  Ihe  other. 

Having  made  this  PROTEST,  our  duty  is  perfwmed. 
We  rescue  our  own  name^  character,  and  honor,  from 
all  participatinn  in  this  matter;  B<.d  whatever  (he  way- 
ward charac(er  of  the  limes,  the  headlong  and  plunging 
spirit  (if  party  devotion,  or  the  fear  or  Ihe  love  of  power, 
may  have  been  able  to  bring  about  elsewhere,  we  desire 
to  thank  Gnd  that  Ihey  have  nut,  as  yet,  overcome  the 
love  of  liberty,  fidelity  to  true  republican  principles,  and 
a  sacred  regard  for  the  conatitulioii,  in  that  State  whose 
soil  was  drenched,  to  a  mire,  by  the  first  and  best  blood 
uf  the  Bevolulinn.  Masuchusetts,  as  yet,  has  not  been 
conquered;  and  while  we  have  the  honor  to  hold  seats 
here  as  her  senators,  we  ahall  aever  consent  to  a  sacri* 
fice  either  of  her  rights,  or  our  own;  we  shall  never  fail 
to  oppose  what  we  regard  as  a  pluin  and  open  violation 
of  the  con^tittition  of  tbe  country;  antl  we  should  have 
(bought  ourselves  wholly  unworthy  of  her  if  we  had  not, 
with  all  the  solemnity  and  earnestness  in  our  power, 
raoTSBTRD  against  the  adoption  uf  the  resolution  now 
before  the  Senate. 

1*he  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
as  amended, 

Mr.  BENTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  oidered. 

He  then  moved  that  the  blanks  in  the  resolution  be 
filled  by  inserting  the  16lh  day  of  January.  It  was 
agreed  to;  and,  having  been  done, 

1'he  question  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  tbe 
adoption  of  the  resolution  in  the  following  form: 

Resolution  to  expunge  from  the  journal  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  March  28,  1834.  in  retalion  to  president  Jaek- 
eon  and  ihe  removal  of  the  deposUes. 

Whereas,  on  the  36tb  dKy  of  December,  in  the  year 
1833,  the  following  resolve  was  moved  by  the  Senate: 

**  Betotved,  That  by  dismissing  the  late  Secretrry  of 
the  lYeasiiry,  because  he  would  not,  contrary  to  bis  own 
sense  of  duty,  remove  the  money  vi  lUe  United  States  in 
deposite  with  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  States  and  its 
brunches,  in  conformity  with  the  President's  opinion, 
and  by  appointing  his  successor  tb  effect  such  removal, 
which  l.as  been  done,  the  President  has  assumed  tlje 
exercise  of  a  power  over  the  Treasury  uf  the  United 
States  not  granted  him  by  Ihe  constitution  and  lawi^  tod 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  peoplo;" 

Which  proposed  resolve  was  altered  and  changed  by 
the  mover  tlK-reof,  on  the  S8th  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  1834,  so  bh  to  read  as  fullowsi 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  takinp  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility  of  removing  the  deposite  of  tbe  public  money  from 
the  Mink  of  the  Vn<ied  States,  the  President  uf  tbe  Uni> 
led  States  baa  aisuined  the  cxercibe  of  a  pos^j  over  the 
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Treaniry  of  the  United  Stain  not  granted  to  him  by  the 
conitilution  and  hw*,  and  dangeroua  to  the  libertiea  of 
the  pcoplei** 

Which  refolre,  w  changed  and  modified  by  the  mover 
(hereof,  on  the  tame  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  was 
further  altered,  bo  as  to  read  in  these  words: 

**  Reacted,  That  the  President,  in  Ihe  late  exectittre 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  revenue,  has  assumed  up- 
on himarli  aulhoriiy  and  power  not  conferred  by  the 
constilulion  and  laui^  but  in  derogation  of  bothi" 

In  which  last-mentioned  form  the  said  resolve,  on  the 
■ame  day  and  year  last  mentioned,  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate,  and  became  the  act  and  judgment  that  body, 
am),  as  such,  now  remains  upon  the  jottrnal  thereof: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  not  warranted  by 
the  constitution,  and  was  irregularly  and  illegally  adopt- 
ed  by  the  Senate,  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  defence 
which  belong  to  every  citizen,  and  in  subversion  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  law  and  justicei  because  Fresi- 
dent  Jackson  was  thereby  adjtuTged  and  pronounced  to 
be  guilty  ol  an  impeaclwble  offSence,  and  a  stigma  placed 
upon  him,  as  a  violator  of  his  oath  of  office,  and  of  the 
hwa  and  constitution  which  he  was  sworn  to  preserve, 
protect,  and  defend;  without  going  through  tlie  forma  of 
an  impeachment,  and  without  allowing  to  hin  the  bene- 
fits of  a  trial,  or  the  means  of  defence: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  in  all  its  vsrious  shapes 
and  forms,  was  unfounded  and  erroneous  in  point  of  fact, 
and  therefore  unjust  ami  unrighteous,  as  well  at  irregular 
and  unauthorized  by  the  constitution;  because  the  said 
Preudent  Jackson,  neither  in  the  act  of  dismissing  Mr. 
Duane,  nor  in  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Taney,  as  specifi- 
ed in  Ihe  first  form  nf  the  resolvei  nor  in  taking  upon 
himself  the  responsibility  of  retr.oving  Ihe  deposites,  as 
specified  in  the  second  form  of  the  same  resolvet  nor  in 
any  act  which  was  llien  or  can  now  be  specified  under 
the  vague  and  ambiguous  terms  of  the  general  denunci- 
ation contained  in  the  third  arul  last  form  of  the  resolve, 
did  do  or  commit  any  act  in  viohlion  nr  in  derogation  nf 
Ihe  laws  snd  constitution,  or  dargeruus  to  the  liberties 
of  the  people: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve,  as  adopted,  was  uncer- 
tain and  ambiguous,  containing  nothing  but  a  loose  and 
floating  charge  for  derogating  from  the  laws  and  consti- 
tution, and  assuming  ungranted  power  and  authority  in 
Ihe  late  executive  proceedings  in  relation  lo  the  public 
revenue)  without  speeirying  what  part  of  the  executive 
proceedings,  or  what  part  of  the  public  revenue,  was  in- 
tended to  be  referred  tO|  or  what  parts  of  the  laws  snd 
constitution  were  supposed  to  have  been  infringed;  or 
in  what  part  of  the  Union,  or  at  what  period  of  his  ad- 
ministration, these  late  proceedings  were  supposed  to 
have  taken  place;  thereby  putting  each  Senator  at  liber- 
ty to  vote  m  bvor  of  the  resolve  upon  a  separate  and 
leeret  reason  of  his  own,  and  leaving  the  ground  of  the 
Senate's  judgment  to  be  guessed  at  by  the  public,  and 
to  b«  differently  and  diversely  interpreted  by  individual 
Senators,  acc«rding  to  the  private  and  particular  under- 
standing of  each:  contrary  to  all  the  ends  of  justice,  and 
to  all  the  forms  of  legal  or  judicial  proceeding;  lu  the 
great  prejudice  of  the  accused,  who  could  not  know 
•gainst  what  to  defend  himself;  and  to  the  toss  of  sena- 
torial reaponaibility,  by  shielding  Senators  from  public 
accountabilily  for  making  up  a  judgment  upon  grounds 
wbidi  the  public  cannot  know,  and  which,  if  Known, 
~''\t  prove  to  be  insufficient  in  law,  or  unfounded  in 


And  whereaa  the  specification  contained  in  the  first 
and  second  forms  of  the  resolve  having  been  objected 
to  in  debate,  and  shown  to  be  insufficient  to  sustain  the 
charges  they  were  adduced  to  support,  and  it  being  well 
believed  that  no  majority  could  be  obtained  t"  vote  for 
the      specifications,  and  the  aamc  having  been  actuall) 


witltdrawn  by  the  nover,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  Sts- 
ate,  in  conaequesee  of  lucb  objeetioB  and  befit(  ssd 
before  any  vote  taken  thereupon;  the  said  spctiicrftM 
could  not  afterwards  be  admitted  by  any  rule  of  pari» 
mentary  practice,  or  by  any  principle  at  lepl  'mfiatf 
tion,  secret  intendment,  or  mental  reserrslion,  to  Trail 
and  continue  a  part  of  the  written  and  public  Kiolre 
from  which  they  were  thus  withdrawn;  and,  if  ik; 
could  be  so  admitted,  they  would  not  be  nficicatlsa* 
tain  the  chains  therein  contained: 

And  whereat  the  Senate  being  the  conttiialiBssI  tri- 
bunal for  the  trial  of  the  Preaident,  whea^wfedbrik 
House  of  Representatives  with  offences  agiimt  dw  bvt 
and  the  constitution,  the  adoption  of  the  said  Ttsobe,  be- 
fore any  impeachment  preferred  by  the  Hoae,Taii 
breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House;  not  varmUdbj 
the  constitution;  a  subversion  of  justice;  a  pnjudieitM 
of  a  question  which  might  legally  come  befoic  ibe  Sto- 
atct  and  a  disqualification  of  that  bod^  to  pcrftnibaiB. 
ttitutional  duty  with  faimesa  and  impirtiiliijrt  >f  ^ 
President  aliouhl  thereafter  be  regularly  imoncMbj 
the  House  of  Repretentatlves  for  the  same  oliestt: 

And  whereas  the  temperate,  respectful,  sod  Sf^wn- 
Utive  detnice  and  protest  of  the  President  ^uMAe 
aforessid  proceeding  of  the  Senate  was  re jectcd  ssd  it- 
pulsed  by  that  body,  and  was  voted  to  bea  brcaAsf^ 
privileges,  and  waa  not  permitted  to  beeirteitdiBKi 
journal  or  printed  among  its  doeumratS)  vUe  il 
memorials,  petitions,  reaolves,  andremoHl/iiiGe^iCiiirt 
the  Prewleni,  however  violent  or  unfounded,  tail  cskt 
laled  lo  inflame  the  people  a^inst  liim,  were  Mjr  m 
honorably  received,  encomiaslically  commented  opoB  U 
speeches,  read  at  the  table,  ordered  to  be  printed  vith 
the  long  list  of  names  attached,  referred  to  the  Finwt 
Committee  forconsideraUon,filed  away  among  the  pubk 
archives,  and  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  public dscs* 
ments  of  the  Senate,  to  be  handed  down  to  the  hint 
posterity: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  was  introduced, dtbiH 
and  adopted,  at  a  time  and  under  circumstancci  atin 
hud  the  eflect  of  co-operating  with  the  Bank  af  At 
United  States  tn  the  parricidal  attempt  which  llist  iislil* 
lion  waa  tlien  making  to  produce  a  panic  snd  preWt « 
the  cmintry ;  to  destroy  the  confidence  of  tbe  pro^  ■ 
President  Jackson;  to  paralyse  his  admiatalntiMi  |* 
ftovern  the  elections;  to  bankrupt  the  Stale  bsiAirins 
their  curreiicyi  fill  the  wh<^e  Union  with  terrorssd  *»• 
tress;  and  thereby  to  extort  from  the  sufTerin^ssdi^ 
alarms  of  the  people  the  restoration  of  Ihe  depoiimisi 
the  renewal  ol  its  charter: 

And  whereas  the  said  resolve  is  of  evil  eiampl*»« 
dangerous  precedent,  and  should  never  bsve  brw* 
ceivtd,  debated,  or  adopted  by  the  Senate,  orsdsiitM 
(o  entry  upon  its  joornah  Wherefore, 

itesoW,  That  the  aaid  resolve  be  expui^f««*| 
journd;  an»I,  for  that  purpose,  that  the  Secrelsfr  "  "J? 
Senate,  at  such  time  as  the  Senate  may  appo'S^ 
bring  the  msnuscripl  journal  of  Ibe  se«»on  XW3-*M 
the  Senate,  and,  in  the  presence  of  Ihe  Seiiste,*[* 
black  lines  round  the  said  resolve,  and  write  acre*** 
face  thereof,  iri  strong  letters,  Ihe  fijllowing  wor*: 
punged  by  order  of  the  Senate,  this  16tb  day  of  J«»'J'' 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1837." 

On  agreeing  to  this  resolution,  the  vote  wsisi 

Vaas— Metsn.   Benton,   Brown,  Buchsnsn 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Pulton,  Grundy,  HobbsH,  RjJ" 
Atabuma,  Linn,  Morris  Ntcholai^  Nilet,  PT' 
Robinson,  ituggles,  Sevier,  Stranre,  Tallnadp*  tt*" 
Walker,  Wall,  Wright-24.  ^  _^ 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard.  Black,  Calhoon, 
tonden,  Dsvis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Ka*.WfJ^ 

Uoore,  Premiss,  Preston,  pobjupf^^j^fligw*  ^* 

Tomlinson,  Websi^i^  White- 
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So  tiie  mohiticMi  «ru  tgreed  lo. 
Mr.  BBNTON,  obserring'  that  Dothing;  now  remained 
Mifar  tte  Secretary  to  carry  into  effect  the  order  of 
■vSenatri  raored  that  that  be  forthwith  done. 
'^Ae  Secretary  thereupon  produced  the  record  of 
mm  flewrte,  wad,  opemi^  it  at  the  pace  which  eontain- 
lenhitisa  to  be  exponfred,  did»  in  the  pretence 
0  ndh  of  the  membera  of  the  Senate  as  remained, 
mmmr  btmg  retired, )  proceed  to  draw  black  lines  en< 
round  the  resolution,  and  to  endorse  tcroM  the 
i  the  words  '*  Expunged  by  order  of  (he  Senate,  this 
id>]rof  Jiauary,  1837." 
ylto  sooner  bad  this  been  donr,  than  hiasei,  loud  and 
i,  were  heard  from  vurioas  parts  of  (Ite  gallery. 
CHAIR,  (Mr.  KiMo,  of  Alabama.)  Clear  the 

BBNTON.    I  hope  the  galleries  will  not  be 
,  ai  many  innocent  persons  will  be  excluded,  who 
!  been  nilty  of  no  violation  of  order.    Let  the  ruf- 
who  nare  made  (be  disturbance  alone  he  appre- 
I  bopethe  Sergeant'St-arms  wilt  be  directed  to 
■thegdiery,  and  seize  the  ruffians,  ascertuning  who 
ne  b  tbe  best  way  he  can.   Let  him  apprehend 
,  sad  biH^  them  to  the  barof  the  Senate.   Lei  him 
ithebuik  raffiaiw.   1  hope  that  tbey  will  not  now 
to  intuit  the  Senate,  as  they  did  when  it  was 
rttepower  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  when 
vithsrms  upon  them,  insulted  uswithimpunity. 
be  taken  and  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate, 
one  just  above  mr,  that  may  easily  be  iden- 
bsnk  ruffians! 
The  order  to  clear  the  Ktlleriea  was  rerokeil,  and  the 
i4rma  directed  to  proceed  into  the  galleries 
I  apprehend  the  persons  who  had  created  the  disorder, 
raverf  few  minutes  the  Sergeant-at-arma  returned, 
~  reported  to  the  Chair  that  he  had  apprehended  an 
ridttal,  and  bad  him  in  custody. 
Mr.  BENTON  moved  that  he  be  brought  to  the  barof 
Senate. 

Mr.  MORIUS  opposed  the  motion,  and  demanded  the 
aad  nays;  which  being  onlered  and  taken,  alood: 
17,  naya  8.  So  the  motion  was  carried, 
waa  Nggvated  by  Mr.  MOORF.  (hat  there  was  not  a 
prefcent,  and  the  Chair  at  first  so  decided.  But, 
I  being  reminded  that  one  of  the  Senators  from  Louisi- 
had  resigned,  25  wit  a  majority  of  the  49  remaining, 
:  declared  that  a  quorum  was  present. 
Mr.  MOOKB  now  moved  an  adjournment  {  but  lite 
■Ilea  waahMt. 

The  Setxcant-at-arma  now  produced  and  preaented  an 
fifvidaal  at  the  bar  of  ibe  Senate. 
•  {He  was  a  tall,  velMreiied  man,  wrapped  in  a  black 
•fcrcoat.] 

Mr.BENTO'^  said  that,  as  the  individual  had  been 
tiken  from  among  the  reapcetable  audience  in  the  gal- 
lery, and  had  been  presented  in  this  public  manner,  with 
iXl  e>-es  6xed  upon  him,  be  had  perhaps  been  sufficient- 
if  ponied  in  Us  feelings.  Mr.  B.  wat  not  diapoted  to 
pailt  (be  proceedings  any  further,  and  therefore  moved 
flat  be  be  ditdianced  from  custody. 

Mr.'  MORRIS  contidered  the  whole  proceeding  as 
very  extraordinary.  If  the  individual  had  been  worthy 
oTirrest,  he  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of  defence.  A 
ottten  bad  been  brought  to  the  bar  nf  the  Senate,  and 
aol  mformcd  for  what  reason,  nor  of  what  offence  he 
Blood  chai^edf  and  now  it  was  moved  that,  witltout  a 
keurmg^  he  be  dischai^^  fhiro  cottody.  Call  you  this 
(i^  Hr.  M.)  the  justice  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States'  lih  in  tbb  manner  that'cittzens  are  to  be  treat- 
ed' It  appears  to  me  a  most  exlraordinsry  proceeding. 

Mr.  SBVIGK  moved  an  adjournment;  but  the  motion 
Ail  not  prevail. 
Hr.  ROBINSON,  near  whose  seat  the  person  appre- 


hended then  stood,  proposed  that  the  individual  hsve  an 
opportunity  to  purge  himself  by  oath  from  the  contempt. 
The  Senate  were  not  to  presume  him  guilty;  and  if  he 
was  willing  to  swear  that  he  intended  noeonteBpt,  be 
ought  to  have  an  opportunity  to  do  to. 

Mr.  MORRIS  demandeil  the  yea*  and  nan  on  the  ai»* 
tim  for  bis  ditchai^t  and  they  were  onlered  acewd- 
ii^ly. 

Hr.  BENTON  obierved  that  if  the  individual  was 
ready  to  go  to  the  Clerk's  table,  and  there,  by  oath,  to 
purge  himself  of  the  contempt,  he  had  no  objection. 
Let  him  do  so. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  now  stated,  on  behalf  of  the  person 
apprehended,  that  be  waa  willing  and  ready  to  answer 
inlerrogatoriea. 

Mr.  BENTON  thereupon  withdrew  his  motion  for  hia 
discharge. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  him  that  he  could  not  do  this, 
inasmuch  u  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it  had  been  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  MORRIS  waa  strongly  opposed  (o  having  the  in- 
dividual suddenly,  without  warning,  ami  without  nppor> 
lunity  to  conmilt  counsel,  brought  forward  to  take  hit 
oath,  and  undei^  interrogatonet.  It  would  be  better 
to  give  him  until  to.morruw,  that  he  might  have  aome 
leiiure  for  reflection.  He  had  been  brought  up  here 
before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  and  before  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  and  to  require  him  thus 
suddenly  to  be  put  upon  oath  in  his  defenee  waa  wrong. 

He  concluded  by  nwving  an  adj'iumment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  ordered  on 
the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  STRANGE  thought  that  if  the  individual  wu  wil. 
ling  now  to  be  iworn,  and  lo  andergo  interrogatories, 
he  was  certainly  the  best  judge  of  his  own  rights.  He 
best  knew  what  he  could  undergo^  and  there  waa  no 
need  that  Senators  should  become-  his  advocates. 

Mr.  BENTON  Mid  that  if  the  man  wished  to  pui^ 
himself  on  oath,  now,  here,  in  presence  of  ihe  Senate, 
it  was  very  well.  I^et  him  do  so.  But  if  be  wanted  to 
go  away  and  consult  a  lawyer,  if  he  muat  ask  a  lawyer 
to-morrow  before  he  could  tell  whether  be  meant  to  in- 
sult the  Senate  to-night,  he  was  opposed  to  it.  If  he  was 
ready  to  swear,  let  bim  do  it,  but  no  consuUing  with 
lawyers. 

The  CHAIR  stated  to  Mr.  Momais  (hat  the  individual 
in  custody  wss  not  brought  up  without  a  charge,  as  that 
Senator  seemed  tolnlimate.  He  waaeharged  wUhditor* 
derly  conduct  in  (he  presence  of  the  Senate,  and  the 
law  gave  the  Senate,  as  it  gave  a  court  of  justice,  power 
to  protect  itaelf  in  all  such  caaes,  by  a  summary  proceed- 
in/,  and  on  the  evidence  of  its  own  senses. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  again  said  that  the  individual  in  cus- 
tody wished  for  an  opportunity  of  purging  bimaelf  from 
the  contempt. 

Some  confusion  prevailed.  But  the  motion  for  his 
dischai^  being  pressed,  the  question  was  put,  and  de- 
cided as  fullows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  |)ana. 
Pawing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendrieki^  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  fJnn,  Nicholas,  Niles^  Page,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Ritggles,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker, 
While,  Wright— 23. 

NAT-Mr.  Wall— 1. 

The  individual  was  accordingly  discliai^ed  fcom  cot- 
tody. 

The  individual  referred  to  thereupon  advanced,  and, 
addressing  the  Cliatr,  nid; 

«'  Hr.  President,  am  1  not  to  be  permitted  to  apeak  in 
my  own  defence?" 

The  CHAlff,  to  the  Sergeant^atrtrms:  "Take  him 

«     u  A-    .  CooQle 

The  Senate  then  adjourned.  O 
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TCUDAT,  Jasdaut  17. 
ABOLITION  IN  TII^  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  KENT,  having  presented  «  metnoriil  from  the 
ffrand  jury  of  Wuhmglun  couniy,  proteitlnf^  •griinit 
the  intmerence  of  citizens  from  distant  States  in  reapect 
to  the  abolition  of  slsvery  in  the  District  of  Culumbis, 
mored  that  it  be  laid  on  the  tsble  and  printed. 

Mr.  MORRIS  rose  and  said  that  he  had  hundreds  of 
petitions  to  present  fnr  the  abolition  of  tUveryisnd, 
therefore,  he  would  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nsys  on  the 
question  of  printinjf  the  memorial  wbich  ttad  just  been 
presented.   Not  ordered. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  suKH^ed  to  the  Senator  from  Msry* 
land,  [Mr.  KnT,J  whether  it  would  not  be  a^  well  to 
print  an  ex'ra  number  of  copies  of  this  Important  docu- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  distribution,  as  it  might  be  pro- 
ductive of  good. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  he  would  make  that  motion. 
It  was  a  most  important  paper,  and  there  was  one  part 
of  it  at  which  he  most  heartily  rejoiced.  It  took  the 
true  positinn — that  abolition  petitions  should  nut  be  re- 
ceifed.  There  was  a  dangerous  and  misehievious  spirit 
at  work  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  connected  with 
this  question.  It  was  only  at  the  lut  session  that  be  had 
contended  for  what  the  memorialists  suggest  to  Con- 
gress. He  had  urged  thatvery  point,  and  he  found  him* 
self  in  a  very  considerable  minority.  He  hoped  that 
such  would  not  be  the  case  now  he  was  supporting  this 
motion.  He  would  second  the  nwfion  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  trusting  that  he  would  renew  it>  and  be  in- 
dulged with  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  remarked  that  he  had  suggested  to 
the  Senator  the  printing  of  an  extra  number,  not  on  ac- 
count of  his  own  feeling*  particularly,  but  because  he  be- 
lieved the  pmceedings  of  individuals  in  different  parts  of 
the  country  on  this  subject  were  predicated  upon  the 
•iipposed  fuel  that  the  people  living  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  were  in  favor  of  the  Volition  of  slavery  from 
among  them. 

Mr.  WALL  said  that  he  was  in  bvor  of  printing  the 
usual  number.  lie  confessed  that  it  did  appear  to  him 
a  most  singiitar  thing,  that  gentlemen  who  claimed  the 
right  to  petition  should  protest  against  others  having 
the  right  to  do  the  same  thing.  And,  ahhough  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  had  expreased  his  congratu- 
lation at  the  sentiments  avowed  by  the  memorialists, 
they  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  W.)  totally  at  war  with  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  constitution.  Hewassor- 
ry  to  see  any  body  of  men — respectable  as  he  had  no 
doubt  the  petitioners  were — act  upon  the  htgh  ground 
that  they  had  a  right  to  petition,  and  that  others,  taking 
a  different  view  of  the  question,  were  not  entitled  to 
have  their  petitions  received  by  Congress.  He  was  per- 
fectly willing  that  they  should  enjoy  their  own  rights; 
for  he  acknowledged,  in  the  utmost  extent,  the  right  of 
petition,  as  one  of  the  must  sacred  rights  of  the  people 
of  this  country.  It  was  a  right  which  Congress  did  not 
give.  It  wss  a  right  which  they  could  not  take  away. 
And  he  was  not  disposed,  for  one,  to  countenance  the 
idea  that  the  Senate  conld  lake  away  the  right  of  peti- 
tion from  any  part  of  thi^  great  community,  or  favor  the 
claims  made  by  one  portion  of  the  public,  and  at  the 
same  time  deny  the  r<ght  of  the  other  to  present  their 
petitiont.  He  declared  that  he  would  give  no  counte- 
nance whatever  to  the  sentiments  of  the  memorialists,  so 
far  as  to  vote  for  publishing  an  additional  number  of 
copies.  He  was  willing  lo  vote  ftH- the  printing  of  the 
memoriil,  because  it  was  couched  in  respectful  language. 
And  for  the  reason  that  gentlemen  were  interested  in  the 
subject,  he  was  for  giving  every  opportunity  for  a  fair, 
calm,  and  diapasaionute  investigation  into  whmt  they  a>>k- 
ed.    But  he  would  not,  he  repeated,  honor  tbe  memo- 


rial by  having  an  additional  number  of  it  printed  stibe 
expense  of  the  United  States,  becauie  it  contitAed,u 
he  conceived,  a  principle  altogether  subversi*e  of  M 
rights  of  ibe  wbirfe  enmnmnttr. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  there  wutserrsMtk- 
ed  difference  between  receiving  petitions,  the  ncel  of 
which  was  to  deprive  men  of  what  beloi^^  to  dm, 
and  doing  so  for  the  purpose  of  defending  tbeir  ri^ti 
and  their  property.  Slaves  were  as  much  the  propertf 
of  the  latter,  as  stocks,  houses  or  lands,  were  of  thw 
who  would  deprive  them  of  their  righN  sod  prepcri)'. 
These  petitioners  prayed  that  all  goud  eitisens  anaaU 
cease  to  project  acts  of  robbery  upon  then.  Hm  Sis- 
ator  from  New  Jersey  pnt  both  classes  of  peHaimm 
upon  the  same  footing.  Those  (concluded  Mr.  C.)  *ba 
claim  lo  d'sturb  a  nun  of  his  property  sbiill  ttolbebttri 
ir  one  petittnn  is  to  be  rejected,  the  other  it  lo  be  rt- 
Jected.  The  memorialists  have  a  right  to  be  hnnl,  imt 
they  have  a  right  to  insist  that  those  wtiocotae  bere  lo 
disturb  their  properly  shall  not  be  heard. 

Mr.  NILK9  said  that  the  question  wsi  aotaMlm 
petitioners  in  general  stood  upon  «  someidist  S§aak 
ground  from  the  present  reaidenta  in  the  Diitrvtrfl^ 
lumbia,  but  whether  the  nibjeet.mjtter  wu  proper  \» 
Congress  to  entertain,  even  ao  Tar  as  to  print  •  petitioa 
which  might  operate  on  public  sentiment  Forbiini 
part,  he  wished  that  Congress  would  act  decidcdljoa 
this  agitating  topic.  He  had  no  doubt  that  these  peti- 
tioners had  a  deep  interest  in  what  they  requested.  Dst, 
nevertheless,  the  ()iiestion  was  tbe  tame  at  reipccKj 
both  claws  of  petitioners,  and  was  one  which  Cw^ 
could  not  go  into  at  all.  When  the  subject  vt«  not  it 
present  dtscuwd  by  the  public,  and  when  it  wtsdwn- 
ble  that  trRnqiiillily  should  be  preserved,  why,heukc^ 
Nhould  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  agitate  tbe  quet- 
tinn  now'  He  recollected  perfectly  well,  that  sttbeiisi 
session  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  wentwbr 
as  to  protest  against  the  reception  of  aaingle  petitioo, 
thoiigli,  to  be  sure,  coming  from  thoae  not  hsviagtht 
ssme  Interest  as  tbe  gentlemen  whose  menoritl  vhm* 
before  the  Senate,  but  still  such  an  interest  ss  gstetben 
a  right  to  come  here.  Tbe  rule  in  regard  totherijbt 
of  petition  must  sppty  eqtislly  and  fairly,  and  w 
preference  to  one  portion  of  the  community  "'CM* 
other.  He  was,  then,  he  must  «ay,  altogether  pPP*™ 
to  printing  tbe  memorial,  and  should  vote  sgsiart  w 
adoption  of  that  course.  The  printing  of  an  extra  nan- 
ber  of  copies  would  produce  no  good  effect,  (rat,  os  ue 
contrary,  would  cause  the  subject  to  be  again  afitstM 
in  various  parts  of  the  Union.  His  honorable  Iw" 
[Mr.  Hobbard]  seemed  to  think  that  by  tbe  diitriboiion 
of  the  memorial  a  good  effect  miglit  be  produced  os  tbe 
public  mind.  He  could  not  agree  with  l''"''''™! 
point,  and  most  repeat  that  the  subject  was  oneehi* 
Congreas  oiight  not  to  entertain,  inasmudi  asH  wtff* 
proper  that  they  should  act  on  ime  sideof  the  q<M»>* 
and  not  on  the  other. 

Mr.  BUO  WN  said  he  intended  to  vote  against  ikert- 
Ira  number.  If  he  were  lo  vote  to  print  anextfW*^ 
nary  number  of  the  memorial  iwnt  here  by  P" 
jury,  it  would  imply  that  there  was  some  danger  «Cos- 
gress  being  about  lo  legislate  on  the  Bubject.^He* 
pealed,  that  should  an  extra  number  be  order** 
idea  would  be  spread  abroad,  and  reasons  given 
pect,  that  Congreu  intended  to  act  in  tbeniatter.  no^ 
as  he  did  not  believe  that  there  was  the  »ligble<t  pw" 
for  any  such  apprehension,  as  no  such  action  wu  eaiv- 
tained  by  either  branch  of  the  National  Legidsl^e|K 
was  utterly  averse  to  do  any  act  which  had  a 
to  create  that  idea.  But,  besides  that,  it  did  •PP*"'r 
liim  Bumewhal  novel  to  ask  for  the  printing  "f "~ 
traordiniry  number  of  a  diicuf|^/*iOTW(«Fl«^P'*''^ 
individuals.  Digitizeaby  VjtJV^gLC 
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Undoubtedly  the  proper  course  of  ^ntlemen  was,  not 
lodoMy  ftct  here  which  would  promole  agitation.  Now, 
kc  eoDteftded  that  the  printioff  or  the  document  in  ques- 
tini^  and  the  diMemiMtion  of  it  throughout  the  country, 
di^  IB  tome  degree,  tend  to  incrcHe  toe  agitntkm  in  ref- 
creace  to  this  quettion.  • 

Whr*  then,  be  would  aak,  should  the  Senate  of  the 
Uaited  Stales  lend  its  sanction  to  a  course  which  would 
ieduce  the  country  to  believe  that  it  purposed  acting;  on 
the  subject  of  slavery?  There  being  no  ground  to  ap- 
prebem  any  such  movement  on  the  part  of  Congress,  be 
vouM  do  nothing  to  lend  his  sanction  to  the  aupposition 
thai  CoBgresa  intended  to  interfere  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  thought  it  most  extraordinary  that 
Senators  should  put  on  a  level  petitioners  who  had  noth- 
ii^  to  lose,  with  the  petitioners  whose  memorial  had 
just  been  read.  Did  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
mean  to  ny  that  when  men  all  over  the  country  were 
agitating  the  question  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  that 
Inese  petitionen,  and  others  uluated  like  them,  who  had 
a  great  intcrMt  in  this  matter,  on  account  of  ibeir  prop- 
erty, were  tq  dose  their  mouths?  Had  they  not  a  rigiit 
to  expreaa  their  assent  or  dissent?  And  bad  not  one  side 
a  light  to  express  their  opinion  with  regard  to  the  other  ? 
Waa  t\uatbe  language  of  the  Senator?  Was  the  Senate 
lo  understand  the  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut 
(bat  slavebslderfl  had  no  more  claim  to  be  hesrd  than 
tboae  trfw  were  disturbing  their  interests?  This  was  in- 
deed oKMt  extraordinary.  He  looked  upon  this  as  a 
very  calm  remonstrance  on  the  part  of  this  respectable 
gnnd  jury}  and  he  was  very  happy  that  tlie  Senator 
froaa  Nev  Hampriiire  had  thought  it  proper  that  the 
memorial  should  be  distributed  among  the  people;  for  it 
would  sbow  that  what  waa  about  to  be  done  waa  an  act 
of  robbery. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  observed  that  he  should  vote 
for  Uae  printing  of  the  memorial  with  great  pleasure,  but 
be  would  not  4o  so  if  aware  that  it  came  from  a  lel  of 
ftnatice  who  were  disturbing  the  quiet  of  the  country, 
and  endeavoring  to  bring  about  a  dissension.  Congreu 
were  the  sole  legislators  of  the  District,  as  he  bad  been 
eeminded,  and  they  were  bound  to  receive  the  memori- 
ab  with  proper  attention  and  respect.  He  hoped  tbut  a 
proper  q>irit  would  be  manifested  with  respect  to  other 
meiBorials,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Ur.  Morbis] 
bad  said  he  had  some  hundreds.  lie  maintained  that 
CoBgresa  were  bound  to  protect  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  in  their  ri^ita.  He  did  not  know, 
however,  that  the  Senate  were  bound  lo  order  an  extra 
Donaber  of  copies  uf  the  memorial  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  after  staling  what  was  the  language  of 
the  memorialists,  remarked  that  he  entirely  approved  of 
tbe  sentiments  expressed  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
aey,  for  they  were  precisely  his  own.  The  question 
tfacD  was,  *'sball  this  paper  be  printed^"  He  was  dis- 
posed to  vote  for  the  printing  ofil,  because  he  believed 
It  of  the  b^thett  tmportancr,  and  one  that  should  be  gtv* 
en  to  tbe  communityi  for  it  was  desirable  that  they  should 
be  in  poMesrion  of  every  thing  that  was  calculated  to 
throw  light  on  the  subject,  if  ihe  memorialists  were 
correct  in  principle,  and  if,  by  their  arguments,  iliey 
ahould  be  able  to  convince  the  country  that  the  question 
of  slavery  ought  not  to  be  touched  by  Congress,  a  de- 
sirable object  might  be  attained;  or  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  their  reasons  should  be  considered  unsound,  and 
not  founded  in  justice  and  truth,  they  would  at  least 
ItdTc  been  presented  to  the  people  of  the  United  Stalev, 
as  ihoae  of  a  respectable  body  of  men,  speaking  accoid- 
to  tbe  dictates  of  their  conscienoes.  He  was  ready  and 
villin^  to  vote  for  printing  the  usual  number  of  copies. 
He  wnbed  that  this  paper  was  in  the  hands  of  every  citi- 
zen of  tbe  United  States;  and  if  bis  vote  and  voice  could 
effect  tbai  object,  he  would  do  it  iutantly.  Why? 


[S  EH  ATI* 

_  ■ 

That  each  might  read  and  judge  for  himself.  It  waa 
not  now  necessary  to  presume  upon  what  would  be  the 
action  of  Congress  on  the  subject,  when  other  petitions 
should  hereafier  be  presented.  Whether  they  would . 
be  ordered  tq  be  printed,  or  received,  he  would  not 
pretend  to  anticipate.  But  with  respect  to  this  memo- 
rial, it  did  appear  to  liim  that  it  was  desirable  it^ould 
be  printed;  even  out  of  courtesy  to  the  mover,  if  fur  no 
other  reason,  who  was  ihe  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Cohimbia,and  the  representative  of  an 
adjoining  State,  which  felt  great  interest  in  the  subject. 

Mr.  BROWN  understood  tbe  honorable  Senator  from 
Stiuth  Carolina  to  ask  the  question,  whether  he  (Ur.  B.) 
desired  to  array  the  intereats  of  one  great  section  of  tbe 
country  against  the  other? 

Mr.  CALHOUN  explained,  that  he  had  asked  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  whether  he  would  put  in  the 
same  scale  those  petitioners  u  hose  rights  were  nut  afTect- 
ed,  with  those  whose  rights  were  disturbed  and  tlirea'- 
ened  with  annihilation? 

Mr.  BROWN  replied,  certainly  not.  Those  whose 
property  was  involved  had  every  right  to  petition  and 
protest  in  every  n-ay.  He  had  made  no  objection  to 
the  priikting  of  the  usual  number  of  copies  of  the  mc< 
morial.  But  wliat  rights  were  compromised,  what 
rights  were  violated,  by  not  printing  an  extraordinary 
number  of  the  ditcument  proposed  to  be  printed? 

This  was  indefd  a  novel  doctrine,  .and  s  mode  of  vio- 
latii^  rights  he  did  not  understand.  Be  Ind  resisted  at 
the  last  session  the  printing  of  petitions  on  this  subject, 
in  whatever  shape  they  might  be  presented.  But  in 
this  case,  as  the  rights  of  the  petitioners  were  involved, 
he  would  consent  to  depart  from  the  rule  then  acted  on 
by  him.  He  would  take  this  occasion  lo  say  that  he 
believed  now,  ss  he  ha'l  ever  believed,  that  the  discussion 
of  this  question  here,  so  far  fntm  being  beneficial  to 
those  whose  rights  were  involved,  was  imminently  detri- 
mental to  lliem. 

The  Senate  were  tohl  tlut  the  subject  was  agitating  in 
different  parts  of  the  cotintry  at  this  time.  He  thought 
that  it  was  but  the  other  day  that  the  Legblature  of  New 
York,  when  some  petitions  were  presenied  on  a  subject 
having  relation  to  this  question,  met  them  with  the  most 
decided  rebuke.  In  conclusion,  lie  would  again  assrit 
that  there  was  no  sgilalion  in  the  halls  of  Congress  on  the 
subject,  and  be  could  not  see  Ihe  sllghtekt  necessity  for 
taking  the  course  proposed. 

>.  Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that  it  was  of  very  great 
importance  that  tbe  petitioners  should  be  prtitected  in 
their  rights;  should  be  heard  here.  He  did  not  mean  to 
agitate  (as  Ihe  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  seemed  ' 
to  suppose  he  did)  the  question  of  abolition.  But  what 
he  inteRdcd  to  say  was,  that  those  nhose  interests  were 
ik-rply  aflTiCtcd  by  the  agitation  uf  this  question  had  a 
right  to  demand  to  be  heard,  at  least  as  much  so  as  those 
who  sent  their  petitions  here,  and  who  had  uething  to 
lose.  He,  (Hr.  C.,)  in  speaking  of  tlie  respectable 
gentlemen  whocompuaed  the  grand  jury,  had  laid  noth- 
ing more  eoncernlng  tliem  tlun  wai  due  to  them  and 
their  rights. 

Mr.  BKOWN  said  he  had  made  no  reference  to  the 
grand  jury;  but  merely  alluded  to  those  who  were  dis- 
cusaing  the  subject  here. 

Ur.  CALHOUN  repelled  ibe  insinuation  thrown  out 
by  the  Senator*  from  New  Jersey  and  North  Carolina,  in 
regard  to  his  creating  an  excitemt  nt  on  the  suhject.  He 
denied  that  he  had  said  any  thing  to  produce  excitement. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  any  agitation,  nor  would  lie  be 
the  means  of  causing  it.  But  with  respi  ct  to  the  people 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  when  their  righta  were  af- 
fected, they  were  compelled  lo  look  to  Congress  for 
protection.  And  when  they  deein^^it^rqper  lu  send  a 
petitioQ  bere,  he  woukl^ttyf^^^iMa^dne^e^reseot 
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chote  to  hear  it,  he  would.  As  to  the  people  of  the 
Slates,  thrjr  could  be  beard  by  their  own  LegiNlatures; 
and  if  they  were  not  sblc  to  protect  IhenHelVes,  they 
woukl  not  receive  protection  froin  any  quarter. 

Mr.  KBNT  made  a  few  remarki^  beafingr  testimony  to 
the  respectful  language  or  the  memorialists. 

Mr.  LINN  said  be  would  be  pleased  to  know  whether 
any  pnteiica)  benefits  were  likely  to  grow  out  of  circu- 
Uting,  by  order  of  tbe  Senate,  copies  of  (he  document 
now  proposed  to  be  printed.  What,  he  asked,  was  the 
proper  remedy  fw  the  evil  of  wiiicb  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  complained,  and  concerning  which 
they  had  directed  tbe  attention  of  Congress-'  Was  their 
properly  in  danger^  Were  the  laws  insufKcient  to  pro- 
Irct  their  slaves?  If  so,  let  us  then  march  directly  up  to 
the  subject,  and  enact  such  as  will  afford  ample  security. 
For  measures  of  a  practical  nature,  he  would  gfive  his 
vote  with  great  pleasure-  He  said  he  was  welt  aware 
that  questions  of  tliis  kind  came  up  here,  and  incident- 
ally impressed  persons  at  a  dislanee  with  the  idea  that 
Congress  wislied  to  deprive  them  of  the  right  to  be  heard 
liere,  and  of  the  rigtit  to  petition.  Nothing,  in  hii  opin< 
iim,  was  more  erroneous.  Refuse  to  receive  and  hear  an 
abolition  petition,  andyou  render  the  aliolitionists  a  thou- 
sand times  more  active  and  industrious  in  propagating 
their  doctrines,  and  more  successful  in  enlistmg  the  qrm- 
palhies  in  their  favor  of  those  who  believed  in  the  inhe- 
rent right  of  the  people  to  assemble  and  petition  for  a 
redress  of  grievances.  He  never  had  voted,  nor  never 
would  vote,  for  the  printing  and  disseminating  an  aboli- 
tion memorial)  so  likewise  he  would  not  lend  his  aid  for 
the  priniinf^  of  this  document  in  favor  of  slavery. 

On  tbe  great  question  of  slavery,  the  constitution  and 
laws  would  find  ample  support  in  the  good  sense  of  the 
great  body  of  the  American  people.  He  gave  it  as  liis 
opinion,  t'lal  to  insure  tranquilliljr  was  to  let  this  exciting 
topic  alone. 

Mr.  WALL  would  say  a  few  vord^  by  mty  of  expla- 
nation. He  was  for  treating  all  petitioners  with  proper 
respect,  and  regarding  tbeir  petitions  in  accordance 
with  the  motives  and  intentions  which  seemed  to  have 
originated  them.  But  he  did  not  rate  all  petitioners  on 
the  same  footing  with  these,  as  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  seemed  to  suppose.  I  conceive  (said  Mr.  W.) 
we  stand  here  in  relation  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Stales  as  having  duties  on  our  part  to  perform,  and  they 
having  rights  which  they  may  insist  upon.  And  one  of 
tbeir  rights,  unquestionably,  w  the  right  to  petilioni  and 
when  their  petition  is  received,  our  duty  commences. 
We  are  to  exercise  our  judgment,  to  examine  and  de> 
liberate  as  to  tbe  manner  in  which  we  shall  dispose  of 
that  petition.  Now,  whenever  those  persons  who  are 
called  abcilitionists  seek  to  interfere  with  the  subject,  I 
would  receive  their  petition^  and  then  Ibeir  rights  end, 
and  my  duties  begin.  I  would  exapiine  that  petition, 
and  if,  in  my  Judgment,  in  tbe  exercise  of  my  legislative 
duty,  it  became  necessary  that  1  Aould  not  further  act 
on  that  petition,  and  that  it  should  be  laid  on  tlw  table, 
I  would  have  no  hesitation  in  doing  su.  And  I  mainlain 
that,  in  doing  to,  they  would  have  no  right  to  complain. 

When  1  slated  that  I  was  in  favor  of  printing  this  pe- 
tition, I  drew  the  broad  line  of  distinction  between  what 
I  would  concede  to  those  who  consider  their  rights  are 
attacked,  and  those  who  conceive  they  are  acting  under 
the  impulse  of  high  and  general  feelinga  of  philanthropy. 
I  would  accord  to  both  something*,  on  account  of  the 
motives  actuating  tbem.  I  would  give  them  eqiul  credit 
for  good  and  hone»t  purposes.  But  when  I  am  asked  to 
vote  for  printing  an  extra  number  of  the  petition,  al- 
though connected,  as  it  is,  with  men  of  respectability,  I 
am  called  to  look  at  my  duty,  and  at  the  consequences 
lltat  will  result  from  printii^  these  copies.  Whether  or 
Dot  it  ii  to  provoke  controvert,  to  produc«  agiiationi 


and  put  in  danger  .the  property  tbey  would  take  caiesi 
I  bcnevc  it  is  iwt  to  tbe  interest  of  tbe  pctittoom  As 
there  should  be  any  more  copies  printed  than  tbe 
number. 

1  am  perfectly  willing  titat  tbe  ordinary  numberslwali 
be  orderedi  and  I  hope  that  the  gentleraM  will  not  is 
sist  on  his  motion.  1  trust  that  no  improper  awtive 
will  be  attributed  to  these  petitiona«,  nor  to  aif 
persona  vho  may  petition  Congress.  Bui,  in  my  b» 
ble  judgment,  the  priming  of  nn  extra  number  ns  pn 
duce  no  salutary  effect  to  Ibe  petitioeera  Ibmsehq 
and  no  good  to  the  oo«Hininity.  It  will  not  pniMic  lb 
peace  and  happiness  of  the  Unkm.  It  will  pndaa 
controversy  and  disputatioa  on  tbb  6oor  sad  in  Iki 
other  House,  And  if  we  are  to  give  circulitioa  to  set 
(iments  expressed  by  these  petitkmera,  can  we,  wilbi 
proper  sense  of  justice,  withhold  from  tliose  wkoefaooi 
to  utter  their  sentimentson  the  other  side  of  the  qse^ 
the  same  privilege'  1  would,  then,  ask  gcallMMS  It 
look  at  the  consrquenoes  wh'mli  may  rcauK  hmUaaa 
gratified  in  the  application  lo  print  ae  extra  sMberM 
copies.  It  is  my  deliberate  opinion  they  oitgbt  set  to  be 
printed.  ' 

Mr.  MORIIIS  renewed  his  motion  br  tbe  jtu  mi 
nayii  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  question  was  then  Uken  on  priBling  u* 
usual  nun^er  of  copies:  Yeas  34^  nays  5. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Tbe  Senate  then  proceeded  to  tite  order  t^ihtim 
which  was  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Walksb's  bnd  m> 
Mr.  HOHKIS  made  an  effort  to  hsve  tbe  considersboa 
of  the  bill  postponed,  but  without  success-  He  IM 
went  at  length  into  a  statement  of  his  objection  to  tbe 
bill  as  reported  by  tbe  Committee  on  Public  l^-**} 
his  reasons  for  preferring  it  in  the  form  in  wWco  «  ■< 
Jkimself  introduced  it  into  tbe  Senate. 
the  two,  section  by  aeettopi  and  having  conehdrti 

Mr.  EWINO  moved  the  postponement  of  tbe  hhm 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  ¥r\6»y  next.  ^ 
M^.  WALKER  opposed  this,  lest  the  pssssgeoi'" 
bill  might  be  endangered,  and  demanded  ib«  X^"" 
naytt  which  being  taken,  were:  Yeas  14,  n«T«  I* 
So  the  Senate  refused  to  postpone  the  biH. 
Mr.  MORRIS  Uien  offered  an  amendmeol,  embrwflf 


Mr. MORRIS  proposed  a  further smendoient, on»J«J 
much  desultory  debate  took  place,  and  '"^^'^T^ 
tions  were  suggested,  and  in  part  agreed  to;  w»» 
any  thing  was  decided  respecting  ibem, 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN  ««| 
into  executive  bunnes^  . 

And  aftcrvards  adjourned. 

WsDXEss&T,  Javviar  18. 
Mr.  CoTBBKRT,  of  Ucorgis,  appeared  iwl  '**  i 
seat. 

PUBLIC  LANDS.  ^..-ept 
The  bilHo  limit  the  sales  of  (he  pubBc 
to  actual  settlers,  and  In  limited  quantitiWf  "^"^ 
the  apecial  order.  ,  -totc* 

Mr.  WALKER  proposed,  u  no  S^'^^xigbr- 
ready  to  go  on  with  the  discusuon,  to  P"*P*^ 
ther  consideration  of  the  bill  until  •''■''•"'j^Timeiit ti> » 

Mr.  CLAY  expressed  a  wish  for  a  P^IPf^b, 
later  period.    He  expressed  bis  0PP?""lS/u,dtf«* 
throughout,  and  said  that  he  would  ^^Z^Mcit- 
strate  concluaire^r,  that  instead  "^fSoJ^iif**'' 
ttont  in  the  public  IsikK  and  lioV 
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I  the  Mies  to  a  p«at  de^c,  and  Dp«rate  is  tn 
;  Mwnwgfmfnt  to  speeuhlioii. 

■nr.  BWING.  of  Ohiow  after  a  few  remarks  moved  to 
frtfiMe  the  bill  until  Mondif. 

■.•lb.  WALKEE  objected  to  the  postiMncinent  to  to 
''lidiT  as  Hondajr,  on  the  ground  iha^  thb  beinr  a 
R  Miom  it  wouU  endsi^  tbe  paMage  or  tbe  bill. 
leiAcd  tbe  bill  to  be  taken  Bp  to-morrow,  and  for 


I  to  go  on  while  gentlemen  were  preparing 
meadaienls.  He  knew  that  it  could  not^  be 
laitboot  considen^lediscuniont  and,  tbererore, 
»er  Oat  discussion  eomoKnced,  the  better  the 
I  tbe  bitt  woald  have  of  being  brought  tu  a  final 
•tbelbre  Ihe  close  of  the  seMon.  Ifa  postpone- 
nhoald  be  ordered,  he  hoped  that  it  would  not  be 
titter  diy  than  Friday  next. 

>•  KIK6,  of  Ahbams,  did  not  wish  to  nrerent  any 

'  1  from  having  a  fair  opportunity  or  expressing 

>■  on  (be  subject,  snd  was  willing  to  silow  a 
I  time  to  make  the  bill  ss  perfect  in  its  details 
b)e.   WiUi  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
rfcomKentudty,  [Ur.  Clat,}  be  presumed  tbat 
tot  his  iaicniion  to  throw  any  unnecessary  rm- 
«st  is  the  way  of  pasring  this  bill.    It  was  not  to 
>*Mi^  but  to  tbe  great  principle  of  it,  that  tbe  Sen- 
^ri^Med;  and  he  would  take  the  oceaiion  tossy 
I  it  vnU  puzzle  tbat  gentleman's  ingenuity  to  show 
rAeWi^  he  could  do)  thst  there  were  provisions 
'lUlthst  would  lead  to  more  speculation  than  was 
ed  nsder  tbe  present  system  of  conducting  land 
No  natter  what  measure  sbould  be  devised,  It 
i^MTt  than  any  man  could  do  to  prevent  specubtion 
"  er.  But  the  friends  of  the  bill  believed  that  much 
done  towards  limiting  its  extent,  and  therefore 
tsDxious  to  give  tlieir  plan  a  fsir  trial. 

ss  to  di^Msing  of  tbe  bill,  he  woukl  prefer  that 
Iteatte  sboald  go  on  with  it  to-morrow,  and  gentle- 
newld,  in  tbe  mean  time,  prepare  such  amendments 
"key  might  wish  to  offer.    He  would  now  repeat, 
the  bad  said  when  he  arose,  that  he  was  wilHng  to 
isreaaonsbie  time  for  the  diseusnoni  but  beyond 
he  had  mentioned  he  wss  not  diiposed  to  go. 
tbaped  Ihe  Senator  from  Misnsiippi  [Mr.  Waikxb] 
conMder  it  his  duty  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
to  take  up  the  bill  as  early  as  possible,  and  then 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the 

I  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  further  consid- 
I  of  the  bill  was  ponponeu  till  Friday  next. 

-.  'ntENCH  AND  NEAPOUTAN  INDEMNITIES. 

-  Mr.  WBIGRT,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi> 
wmu,  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  consider  the 
'  M  to  antieipate  the  payment  of  the  indemnities  stipu- 
fcjfd  ia  tbe  treaties  with  France  and  the  Two  Sicilies. 

After  some  opporitknit  the  notion  wu  agreed  to,  and 
As  bin  taken  op. 

Nr.  WRlflHT  proceeded  to  explain  tbe  grounds  of 
Ae  bill-  Under  our  trea'y  with  France,  there  remained 
to  this  Government  two  of  the  instalments  of  the  in- 
dewaities  stipulated  by  thst  treaty  to  be  psid  to  our  citi- 
ssH  Tor  spoliations  on  their  commerce  during  the  reign 
sf  Nspoteon.  One  of  these  would  fall  due  on  the  31  of 
Frimnry«  1637,  and  would  be  realized  in  tbe  May  fol- 
loefng.  A  aecond  would  fiiH  due  on  the  3d  of  Februa- 
Tjt  and  would  be  realiied  in  May  of  that  year. 
AMaaing  tbe  whole  indemnity  at  five  millions,  the 
uwttit  M  these  two  instalments  would  be  one  million 
i«d  two  thirds,  file  indemnity  stipulated  in  our  treaty 
si<h  the  Two  Sicilies  was  payable  in  nine  instalmentst 
llirecof  whicb  have  been  ittready  paid,  and  six  remain 
^  diie.  Tbcy  were  payable  annually  on  the  8th  of 
Jsar,  sad  would,  ia  regular  course,  be  realized  by  this 
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Government  some  months  after.  Tbe  amount  of  these 
six  instalments  was  f 1,133.000.  All  these  indemnities, 
both  tbe  French  and  the  Neapolitan,  stood  at  four  per 
cent.  The  result,  therefore,  of  the  present  bill  would 
be  the  payment  to  our  own  citizens  of  about  ^3,800,000, 
and  placing  that  sura  at  an  interest  of  four  per  cent,  un- 
til, by  the  gradual  payment  oF  the  Instalments,  the  whole 
should  return  into  the  Tressury.  One  half  that  paid 
under  the  French  treaty  would  be  reimbursed  in  llsy 
nextt  and  one  sixth  of  that  payable  under  the  Neapolitan 
treaty  would  come  back  into  the  Treasury  in  the  hll  of 
the  present  year*  l*he  provisions  of  the  bill  were  sim- 
ply snd  needed,  u  be^pmumrd,  do  farther  expbiM- 
tkm. 

Hr.  CLAT.  I  am  opposed  to  this  bill,  snd  1  should 
be  glad  if  I  could  engage  Ihe  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  reasons  on  which  that  opposition  is  founded.  1  an 
against  the  bill  partly  on  financial  and  partly  on  consti- 
tutional grounds.  As  a  measure  of  finance,  what  is  it* 
It  proposes  to  take  tbe  public  money,  and  lend  it  to  tbe 
claimsnts  under  tbe  Freitch  and  Neapolitan  treaties  at 
an  interest  of  four  per  cent.,  and  to  guaranty  the  ulti- 
mate payment  of  tbe  whole  amount  mpubted  by  both 
treaties.  Now,  as  a  question  of  finance,  is  the  Qovern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  justifiable  in  loaning  out  the 
public  money  to  individuah  at  four  per  cent,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  the  Legislatures  of  seversl  of  the  States  have 
augmented  the  rate  of  interest  to  six  snd  seven  per  cent., 
and  the  rate  of  money  in  the  ouirket  is,  in  fact,  not  lesa 
than  ft>om  ten  to  twenty  per  isent.  >  Such  an  u-range- 
ment  seems  to  me  extremely  ii^udieious.  When  wa 
look  at  the  state  of  the  Treasury,.  I  ask,  ean  we  do  itF 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  says  that  there  will  be  a 
deficit  on  the  Ut  of  next  January,  so  great  as  to  render 
it  necessary  to  recall  a  part  of  the  sum*  deposited  with 
the  respective  Ststea  under  the  act  of  the  last  session. 
Suppose  that  necessityshould  arise,  and,  in  consequence 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  Government,  and  of  this  ad- 
vance of  nearly  two  millions  of  dollars,  it  should  become 
indispensabh;  to  recall  a  part  of  the  money  deposited 
with  the  Sutes,  in  what  condition  should  we  find  our- 
selves^ These  Ststes  are  now  using  the  money  at  an 
advantage  of  from  six  to  ten  per  cent.,  and  you  will  re< 
call  it  out  of  their  hands,  to  lend  it  to  private  citizens  at 
an  interest  of  four  per  cent.    Would  this  be  wise^ 

But  I  have  other  and  higher  objections  to  this  measure. 
What  ia  it,  in  point  of  facif  ts  it  not  a  loan  by  Uie  Qov- 
emment  of  the  United  States  to  certain  claimants^  of 
their  assigns,  of  the  amount  of  two  instalments  under  the 
treaty  with  France,  and  of  six  instalments  under  the 
treaty  with  the  Neapolitan  Government?  Is  not  that  the 
substance  of  the  bill?  Now,  I  ask,  have  we  a  right  to 
mske  such  a  loanf  If  we  have,  [  should  l>ke  to  see  tbat 
part  of  Ihe  constitution  under  which  tbe  right  is  claimed. 
I  underiUnd  that  the  action  of  lUis  Government  in  re- 
gard to  claims  of  her  citizens  on  a  foreign  Government  la 
a  mere  agency.  We  get  for  A,  B,  and  C,  the  amount  of 
their  individual  claims  on  a  foreign  Government,  so  far 
as  we  can  do  it  consistently  with  the  general  mlereat  of 
the  whole  country,  first  to  be  secured  in  our  negotiations 
with  that  Government.  But  here,  in  order  to  secure 
these  privste  claims,  we  are  to  guaranty  the  fulfilment 
of  treaties  by  two  independent  foreign  Governments.  I 
say  that  we  have  no  right  to  advance  the  public  money 
on  the  face  of  these  irealiei,  more  than  we  have  to  loan 
it  in  any  other  case.  Suppose  the  Baringa  or  the  Roths- 
childs had  created  a  debt  to  our  cit'zens  tt^the  amount 
of  these  two  millions,  might  you  advance  the  mooeyf 
On  what  principle  are  you  to  guaranty  these  trealteaf 
What  security  is  there  provided  in  this  bill  for  Ihe  re- 
payment of  this  money  by  Ihe  claimania  who  receive  it, 
in  Ihe  event  of  revolutions  aubvertin^fte^Goverhn^ents 
of  France  or  Naples,  and  tb«i«b^M^i2r#^  Ueatiea 
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to  remain  unrulBlled>  What  right  hare  we  to  grant  to 
indiridiuls  this  large  premium?  la  it  not  a  positive 
irrant  or  the  whole  difference  between  four  per  cent,  and 
the  value  of  tlut  moncjr  in  their  handa,  be  that  ten  or  be 
it  twenty  per  cent.?  Some  part  of  thcae  indemnities  ere 
not  to  be  paid  for  five  years  to  eomei  even  that  from 
Prance  is  not  to  be  received  till  two  years  hence.  Do 
you  not  then,  in  substance,  grant  to  particular  individuals 
for  five  years  to  come  (hiti  difference  between  four  per 
cent,  and  the  interest  the  money  may  command  in 
market,  or  for  parposes  of  speaulation,  on  the  whole 
•mount  of  their  respective  claims'  On  what  ground, 
either  the  constitution  or  of  expediency,  will  you 
make  these  gratuilam  donationi?  I  hope  that  when  the 
Senate  ahalt  consider  the  bearings  of  this  bill,  either  as  a 
financial  measure,  or  in  its  aspect  toward  the  constitu- 
.  tion,  or  even  as  a  mere  question  of  eipediency,  they 
will  not  concur  with  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee in  the  measure  he  has  proposed.  -True,  tt  will 
bring  some  relief  to  the  elaimanti^  and,  through  them,  to 
the  eommercial  community.  But  we  have  do  right  to 
pana  any  such  law.  A  grant,  out  and  ou',  of  five  mil- 
lions or  dnllsra  to  the  merchants  of  New  York,  or  of 
Philadelphia,  would  no  doubt  be  of  great  assistance  to 
them,  and  to  the  whole  communities  or  those  cities.  But 
what  right  have  we  to  mike  such  a  grant?  The  princi- 
ple is  now  to  be  established  thut  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  being  an  ageot  for  claimants  who  have 
demands  on  foreign  Gorernmenlis  ss  won  as  a  treaty 
ihill  be  establiahed,  is  to  advance  the  amount  of  the 
ekims  therein  provided  for  out  of  the  public  Treasury, 
and  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  are  to  lose  the  dif* 
ference  of  interest  which  may  accrue,  and  this  Govern- 
ment  is  to  endorse  the  engagements  entered  into  by  all 
those  with  whom  we  make  treaties.  1  hope  no  such 
precedent  will  be  established.  These  el^mants  bad  all 
justice  done  tbero  in  the  efforts  of  this  Government  for 
thirty  years  to  get  theae  treaties  ratified.  AH  justice 
wsidone  them  in  the  treaties  themselves,  as  well  in  that 
with  Prance  as  in  that  with  Naples.  Their  clsims  have 
been  secured,  and  now  they  should  be  content  to  wail, 
and  receive  their  money  as  other  creditors  do.  The 
Government  uf  the  United  States  rhoiild  not  be  required 
to  interpose  in  advance  the  public  money  at  four  per 
eent.  to  a  few  favored  individuals,  to  whom  it  is  itrorth 
•is,  ten,  and  fifteen  per  cent. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Thi»  bill  has  bePH  placed  before  the 
Senate  for  consideralion,  and  I  am  entirely  unaware  of 
any  thing  like  personal  or  paHy  feeling  on  the  partof  any 
of  those  who  have  had  an  agency  in  preparing  it.  The 
committee  believed  ihst  this  money  was  in  the  Treasury, 
and  that  it  would  remain  there  at  least  during  all  the 
time  which  would  be  requisite  to  complete  the  indemni- 
tiea  under  the  Preneh  treaty, (which  constitute  the  heav- 
lest  amoant,)  and  it  certainly  never  did  occur  to  me  that 
any  eontlitutiunal  question  was  involved  touching  the 
power  of  Congress  to  make  this  advance  to  our  own  cit- 
isens.  It  did  and  it  does  now  appear  to  me  a  simple, 
proper,  and  advantageous  mode  of  investingthe  monry, 
if  it  is  in  the  Treasury.  The  investment  will  be  made 
on  the  credit  of  thew  two  Governments.  If  it  is  nut 
msde,  the  money  will  rema-n  in  those  banks  where  it  is 
placed  by  law.  If  you  invest  it  as  proposed  by  tbis  bill, 
it  will  draw  an  interest  of  four  per  cent  ;  if  it  remains  in 
the  depoaite  banks  it  will  produce  but  two  per  cent. 
So  much  for  the  financial  view  of  the  mader.  And  I 
would,  ver^  respectrully.  sug^cBt  whether  it  will  not 
come  to  precisely  the  same  thing,  ss  to  the  constitution, 
whether  the  money  is  disposed  of  in  the  one  wsy  or  in 
the  other.  If  it  is  not  constitutional  to  place  it  in  the 
bands  of  claimants  at  four  per  cent,  it  is  not  constitution* 
al  to  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  banks  at  two  per  cent. 
If  the  one  b  a  loan,  so  is  the  othcri  aikl^  financially,  ftiqr 


per  cf  nt.  is  belter  than  two.  It  remains  for  the  body  to 
say  whether  this  will  not  be  a  discreet  use  of  the  money 
which  is  in  our  bands,  and  which  is  not  so  much  wshIh 
for  any  pobKo  use  at  that  this  applieation  of  it  will  dis* 
turb  toe  eommuniiy.  On  the  nrst  day  of  this  month 
there  were  five  millions  in  the  Treasury.  I  had  suppiK 
•ed  that  there  could  be  no  question,  whatever  our  Vf*- 
Istion  might  ordinarily  be,  that  there  would  be  money 
enough  to  answer  the  appropriations  we  shall  make,  and 
to  enable  us  to  make  this  advance  also.  Half  the  anmut 
of  the  French  balance  comet  back  in  May,  and  one  riHh 
of  that  under  the  Neapolitan  treaty  will  be  reiiabursrf 
in  the  fall.  We  have  often  been  toM  that  this  is  a  tins 
of  peculiar  pressure  in  our  commercisl  dtiest  snd  lo 
whom  is  this  money  due?  To  merchantsi  every  dollar 
of  it,  ao  far  as  it  goes,  will  tend  directly  to  relieve  the 
embarraaiments  of  the  money  market.  If,  then,  the  ef- 
fect of  this  bill  will  be  thus  beneficisi,  and  if  it  eonflieti 
with  no  principle,  and  if  relief  at  those  points  most  pres- 
sed  is  relief  to  the  whole  country,  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  the  bill  ought  to  pas*,  and  it  shall  have  my  support. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  have  been  forcibly  struck  with 
the  remarkable  contrasts  daily  exhibited  before  in  th< 
language  of  gentlemen  of  the  majority.  How  lonifbil 
since  a  member  [Mr.  BsHtos}  rose,  and,  after  dolinf 
nut  to  us  a  long  fiat  about  standing  appropriations,  in. 
formed  the  Senate  that  by  the  distribution  bill  of  W 
session  the  Treasury  had  been  deprived  of  the 
providing  for  ihemi  and  that  hit  bnun  was  kiboriiV"*'? 
and  nightly  to  discoiW  other  meant  to  meet  these  neeef- 
sary  expenditures  of  the  Oovemnwnt.  Now,  the  d)al^ 
man  of  that  very  committee  (both  Senators  being  with 
the  administrstion)  rises  in  his  place  and  tells  us  ihers 
will  be  a  surplus  of  means.  I  am  glad  to  hear  it  If  the 
one  opinion  had  any  weight  with  ua,  I  hope  the  otbar 
will  have  at  least  as  much.  But  how  are  we  to  expbia 
these  things?  One  day  we  are  told  we  have  aneve^ 
flowing  Treasury,  and  something  must  bedoaetorednw 
the  surplus;  the  second  day  we  bear  from  a  member  of  the 
B^me  Finance  Committee  that  there  is  no  money  looc^ 
the  public  appropriations)  a  third  day  arrives,  and  belKud 
the  Treasury  is  full  again.  The  honorable  member  »yi 
he  never  heard  there  was  any  constitutional  difiicaltris 
a  measure  like  that  now  proposed.  I  ceruinly  Iia« 
heard  constitutional  objections  to  loan^  again  snd  apM. 
The  question  involves  a  right  to  give  away  the  paw* 
mnnev.  This  very  loan  irould  be  a  poaitive  gratuity,  «• 
the  existing  stale  of  the  money  market.  Money  is  vofta 
two  and  three  percent,  a  month,  and  here  you  are  p)«« 
to  pass  a  bill  loaning  it  to  certain  individuals  at  four  per 
cent,  a  year.  The  dilTerence  is  a  pure  gift.  Have  «• 
right  to  make  such  a  gifi/  If  wc  hsve,  kt  the  Scniwr 
show  it.  But,  he  says,  if  we  do  not  make  thisdispoRixo 
of  the  money,  we  shall  place  it  in  bank,  and  get  bet  tiro 
per  cent,  for  Itt  but  then,  I  ask,  what  ri^it  hsve  w  » 
put  it  in  bank  >  We  have  none  to  put  it  there  f'JJ* 
but  for  safe  keeping  only.  I  object  to  this  bill  is  W* 
It  is  a  new  extension  of  power,  and  Heaven  knows  p"*^ 
er  has  been  carried  far  enough  already.  Weare«o#» 
commence  the  loaning  of  money  at  low  interest.  E**" 
llsh  the  practice,  and  will  not  Government  hare  the  pflf| 

er  of  selecting  A  and  B,  to  whom  these 

made?  CanamoreiremendouspowerbethouglitDfMos- 

derstsnd  the  motive  of  the  Senator  from  New  York  W7 
well.    He  is  opposed  lo  the  distribution  bill,  •'w^'*" 
ready  to  resort  to  every  shift  to  avoid  returning  Im"^ 
plus  in  the  Treasury  Jo  the  pockets  of  the  people. 
is  his  object;  hut  1  appeal  lo  that  overwhrlmmg 
who  last  year  voted  for  the  distribution  bill, 
they  will  austain  him  in  it.   The  Senator  is  «''*|*'"? 
that  the  money  shall  go  back  lo  the  people,  and 
sorts  to  this  as  •  means  of  eflbeling  hb  (W^* 
glad  the  Senator  fnt^tifioMkjidS'gF^'*'^ 
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■ont,  tnd  I  hope  ibe  Senate  will  paute  bcrore  it  give* 
■  MGiion  to  a  measure  of  thi>  character. 
.    Nr.  BENTON  aaid  be  rose  to  give  the  Senate  aome 
■  WamuioD,*  and  it  ahtMild  be  drawn  (roB  a  aouree  to 
«|kb  Seaatara  in  tbe  oppoiitioii  would  not  object.  Mr. 
%  (bea  proceeded  lo  qu<rte  «t  le^tli  tbe  official  relurna 
affcaaamadeby  the  Bank  ef  the  United  Sutet,  amount- 
lac  la|30,3S7.336,  w  one  year,  diatributed  into  claaaes 
iceRAaf  to  tbe  length  of  tine  for  vhicb  the  money  was 
baaed,  aad  then  obaerved  that  tbe  four  per  cent,  which 
■VanUbe  pvd  by  tbeae  claimanU  to  (he  GoTcmment  waa 
>-MaDcba*  (he  Bank  of  the  United  SUtea  charged  ta  Ha 
Imtborrower^  wbibt  small  bomwenvere  left  to  deal 
,«iih  siddle  men,  to  wbom  they  bad  to  pay  two  and 
■Itte  pcroent.  a  month. 

*  Br.  CLAT.    I  concur  with  the  Senator  from  New 
-flrk  ia  believing  (hat  there  are  no  parly  considerationa 
-kHhtd  in  Ihia  measure,  but  that  it  will  be  examined 
its  own  merita  alone.    It  cannot  be  forgotten  that, 
MlbelMeeBuon,  the  measure  contained  in  thia  billform- 
lia  »an  of  Ibe  acfaeoM  of  tlie  Senator  from  New  York. 
41  atfpJoaer,  inatead  of  being  placed  in  the  depoaiie 
fcfr.  were  to  be  inr  eated  in  atocki  and  domeatio  aecu- 
HB,  hat  the  plan  waa  put  down  by  a  large  and  decisive 
Vktan  it  ia  revived;  and  under  what  circumstancea? 
fc»*a pailcman  abown  that  the  revenue  will  be  suf- 
WMtoMMt  the  wants  of  the  year,  and  to  cover  (hii 
wmmikt*   I'be  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  tells  us 
■rieverae.    He  tells  ua  that  tltere  is  a  high  proba- 
ttat  it  irUl  b*  necessary  to  recall  a  portion  of  tbe 
^^ii«s  nade  witfci  Ibe  respective  States.   Under  these 
(^MMMcci^  an  pDtlrely  diOerent  frtrili  those  of  last  aea- 
^■■ihtprapoaestouslomake  Ibia  gratuitous  advance 
•*t*a  Biniooa  of  dollars.    I  have  said  that  it  is  in  aub- 
aloaai  and  how  did  the  Senator  from  New  York 


i^ww  aw'   By  aaying,  Ibat  if  yoii  loan  now,  you  have 
^ipt.ilw  stale  heretofore.    1  call  for  the  constitutional 
•ioon  which  auihoriiet  such  an  net.   But,  even  in  a 
view,  1  deny  hia  pot>ition.    He  aays  that  you 
'itaoattwo  per  cent.,  and  lliat  this  loan  will  bring 
ifaar.  But,  in  tbe  first  place,  it  is  no  loan  to  the  de- 
>buikt.    We  place  the  public  money  in  those 
I  (or  safe  keeping  only — they  get  the  benefit  of 
'  of  (he  money-^nd  you  abk  of  them  an  sllow- 
t«f  two  per  cent.    But  granting  it  to  be  a  loan,  attll 
("kcuer  (ban  that  now  proposed.   la  it  not  belter  to 
T"yoiir  money  at  two  per  cent.,  when  you  have  pow- 
'^J*caU  it  at  pleaaurr,  than  to  make  an  investment  of 
'*w  per  cent,  for  five  and  six  years,  where  it  is 
your  control.'    While  K  is  in  the  deposite  banki 
iainnH.fre  can  employ  it  inatantaneouslyt  but  if  we 
1.1*  *•  bill,  the  money  la  lied  up— we  shall  not  get  it 
l%i*e  ornx  yeara— and,  in  the  mean  time,  we  lie  under 
I  "pwaatee  far  tbe  whole  amount.    If  the  honorable 
1  beg  bia  pardon,  I  had  almoat  called  him  (be 
of  iho  Biehciiuer— I  mean  the  diairman  of 
^Caowittee  oa  Finance,  koowa  that  be  baa  got  a  iur< 
,  pHm  Ibe  Treaiury,  lean  sun**' other  modes 
,1  f^^fP'f     much  better  than  in  an(tC(paliiH<  the  in> 
under  these  treaties.    There  are  Blocks  in  the 
*^*t*iUid  bonds  bearing  five  per  cent.,  which  are  to 
r^PMthiaed  at  par.    If  hia  object  is  financial,  why  not 
"^inlheie.'   These  are  objects  which  lie  wittiin  our 
^'■toaatry t  and  should  the  QoTernment  lose  the  money, 
vouU  act  be  lost  to  tbe  country.    But  here,  if  a  for* 
*p6AeriuBent  shall  bil  to  reindiurse  the  amount  we 
wtiBced  to  our  own  citizens,  the  loss  tails  on  the  coun- 
•T  tt  Urge.   Hut  it  is  impossible  to  get  over  (he  objec- 
^  that  it  is  a  loan  or  purchase  of  securities,  and  in 
^  f«w  (bare  b  nothing  in  the  conatitatien  which 
*'iti««iiifyit. 

,  ^lithercrief  of  the  community,  if  they  want  to  re- 
''KthBwammitj,  let  them  repeal  tbf  Tmiury  or* 


der.  I  am  glad  to  learn  (hat  there  iaa  hill  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Poblie  Lands,  which  baa  that  object 
in  view.  Let  the  administration  ceaae  (o  make  theao 
ruthlesa  attacka  upon  the  currency,  and  (he  country  wiH 
get  a  little  quiet.  But  as  to  the  relicfby  thii  bill,  what  if 
it*  There  are  two  or  three  hundred  claimants  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  Boston,  and  our  other  commercial  citieit 
and  your  relief  is  to  advance  them  what  (hey  claim,  and 
take  an  aaaignment  of  these  two  treaties  lo  secure  tbe 
reimbursement  of  yuur  money.  But,  I  repeat  it,  if  you 
want  (o  relieve  the  preaaure  of  the  community,  without 
any  regard  to  the  conatitution,  open  your  Treaaury,  give 
to  Philadrlphia,  New  York,  Boaton,  and  Bahlomre.  two 
milliona  apiece.  That  would  relieve  them.  Supponng 
we  had  certain  claimanta,  A,  B,  and  C,  having  demands 
upon  a  foreign  Government,  and  they  ahould  prefer  n 
memorial  here,  asking  for  a  loan  of  the  public  money 
equal  to  tbe  amount  of  their  claim,  would  you  grant  itf 
Would  you  tend  (he  money  on  any  security,  even  Ihn 
beat  security  of  a  domestic  kind?  If  not,  then  I  ash, 
biware  you  going  loanticipate these  payments'  1  think 
the  bill  involves  a  most  important  principle.  If  the  pre- 
cedent shall  once  be  established  of  thus  loaning  the  pub- 
lic money  to  individuals,  no  human  being  can  fiMvaeo 
where  it  will  go  to.  I  hope  this  bill  will  meet  the  fet« 
now  which  it  did  at  the  Ust  session. 

Mr.  WKIGIir.  I  will  explain  as  far  as  I  am  able  the 
grounds  of  ibis  bill,  and  then,  having  discharged  my  duty, 
I  shall  be'  content  to  wait  the  reuilt.  But  now  let  roe 
correct  a  few  of  what  I  conceive  lo  be  ernmcousimpr*^ 
siona  on  Ibe  part  of  bolU  the  Senators  wbo  have  opposed 
the  bilU  1  underatood  the  Senator  from  Kenluol^  [Mr. 
Clat],  to  throw  out  in  the  haste  of  debate  an  a^^otent 
which  implied  that  thia  bill  propoaed  an  ^vanee  of  two 
millions  of  dollars  to  two  foreign  Governments  *i><^  that 
if  the  money  ahould  be  lost,  the  benefit  would  accrue  to 
those  Governments  alone.  1  bad  no  aueb  purpose,  nor 
di>ea  the  bill  contain  any  such  provlaion.  It  proposes  to 
advance  thia  money,  not  to  foreign  Governments,  hot  to 
our  own  citizensi  and  if  the  money  ahould  be  eventually 
lost,  it  is  our  own  citizens  who  will  get  itt  so,  if  the  pub* 
lie  money  abould  be  invested  in  State  stocks,  and  through 
any  contingency  should  be  lost  tu  the  Government,  still 
llie  money  would  not  go  out  of  the  country,  but  would 
remain  in  the  hands  of  our  own  citizens.  1  cannot  con> 
sent  for  one  moment  (hat  an  impresairn  ahould  go 
abroad  that  this  bill  propoaea  lo  advance  money  to  a  for- 
eign Government.  The  advance  ia  to  be  made  to  our 
own  merch*ntB)  to  American  citizensi  lo  as  worthy  mem* 
bers  of  the  community  as  are  any  where  lo  be  foundi 
and  to  men  wboce  enterprisea  are  aa  beneficial  to  the 
Treaiury  as  those  or  any  other  class  in  the  country.  [ 
know  or  no  description  of  citizens  wbo  are  to  be  prefier< 
red  to  them. 

As  to  the  constitutional  question,  I  only  repeat  what  I 
before  said,  that  if  any  constitutional  objection  lies  against 
advsneing  thia  money  to  ibe  claimania,  it  lies  equally 
againat  putting  it  in  tite  hands  of  tbe  deposite  banks.  It 
is  aa  much  a  loan  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  othert  and  un- 
less gentlemen  shall  attempt  (o  distinguid)  tbe  eaaca,  I 
reat  content  in  that  position,  and  think  that  theconuder- 
atinns  of  expediency  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  tbe  htw. 
The  Senator  says  that  the  public  money  is  placed  in  the 
deposite  hanka  only  fur  the  purpose  vf  safe  keeping. 
Admit  it;  and  will  any  gentleman  get  up  in  his  place  and 
say  Ibat  tbe  credit  of  the  French  Government  is  not  aa 
good  a  srcurily  aa  the  credit  of  the  deposite  banks?  If 
he  thinks  so,  I  da  not.  I  believe  that  the  security  is  as 
perfect  aa  any  that  we  can  have.  But  it  is  said  Ibat  (bo 
operation  of  thia  measure  will  be  bad.  Sir,  with  certain 
gentlemen  it  ia  utterly  iropoasible  for  me  but  in  one  way 
to  devise  any  meaturea  whoae  operation  «^  be  ||raoa. 
LmI  Kttion  I  proposed  KD^tttl  tt^kf4Mie)w^  in 
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thue  venr  MCuritwt  which  have  been  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentackyi  and  he  strcnuoutly  oppoied  it. 

[Ur.  Clat  here  rose  to  ezphin.  He  bad  laid  thtt  it 
would  be  ft  belter  invMlment  of  Ihit  money  to  place  it 
in  State  KcuriiiCB,  than  to  liitn  it  to  IhcM  ciMinatiti,  but 
Iw  hftd  not  laid  thxt  either  ditpui'ilion  of  it  would  be  a 
good  onr.] 

I  uoderttood  the  Senator;  he  wai  only  amtitinff  bimielf 
by  proposing  another  measure  which  he  did  not  approve, 
tbftt  be  might  with  the  more  aeveriiy  denounce  that  pro- 
powd  in  the  bill.  I'tie  Senator  from  South  Carolinn 
[Mr.  Cauwuk]  Baya  ihat  I  am  conaiatent  at  leatt.  1 
certainly  hare  endeavored  to  be  to  at  all  timeat  in  thia 
particular  case  I  return  the  eumplimr nC  The  object  of 
that  Senator  it  clear  and  manifert,  and  he  ia  conbiatent  in 
pursuing  it  by  every  means  tn  bia  power.  But,  surely* 
if  it  bad  been  my  object  to  accumulate  a  surplus  in  the 
depotite  banks,  1  should  have  endeavored  to  keep  the 
money  there,  and  not  let  it  go  out  for  any  purposet  but 
such  IB  nfit  my  detire.  My  course  in  respect  to  the  de< 
poaite  bill  of  last  session  bu  been  repeatedly  stated  on 
this  floor,  and  let  me  say  that  on  that  subject  I  acted  as 
1  thoueht  riKht.  I  have  complained  of  no  one  who  dif- 
fered  from  me  in  opinion,  and  moit  of  my  frleods,  as 
well  as  tliose  who  are  usualty  in  opposition  to  me,  did 
think  differently  on  that  point.  I  regretted  it  then,  and 
atitl  du  regret  it.  Yet,  far  be  it  from  me  to  aay  that  the 
wisest  course  has  not  been  adopted.  Sure,  however,  1 
mm,  that  nany  then  voted  for  the  distributiim  of  the  sur- 
plus, who  would  never  desire  to  see  such  a  measure  re- 
peated, and  who  would  gladly  avoid  accumulating  a  sur- 
plus (or  Uie  gratification  of  distributing  it  among  the 
States.  Such  are  decidedly  my  own  feeling",  and  such 
will  be  my  course  on  thatsubject. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  thought  proper  to 
remark,  on  a  statement  made  here  in  reference  to  out- 
atanding  appropriations.  In  a  manner  which  would  lead 
a  stronger  to  suppose  that  the  atatement  bad  been  mine. 
It  was  not  mine,  but  was  made  by  the  Senator  from  His* 
aouri,  [Mr.  BittTon.]  I  did  not  understand  that  Senator 
to  contend  that  if  no  further  appropriations  should  now 
be  made,  there  would  be  a  deflcit  in  the  Treasury.  His 
argument  was  this:  that  in  reducing  the  revenue  we  muit 
refer  lo  appropriaUons  already  oulstanJtng,  and  which, 
«n  the  lat  of  January  of  the  present  year,  the  Treawry 
had  not  tbe  means  to  meett  and  that,  therefore,  we  could 
not  reduce  tbe  revenue  so  far  nor  so  rapidly  as  might 
otherwise  be  done,  and  as  it  was  proposed  by  some  to  do. 

I  am  tuld  that  I  have  made  a  choice  admiasion,  and  the 
Senator  hopes  that  it  m.iy  have  great  weight  witli  the 
Senate,  l^t  us  see  what  this  important  admission 
amounts  to,  and  what  it  is  ihlt  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  said.  He  said  that,  as  far  as  be  had  the  means 
to  calculate,  if  the  appmpriatioiiB  should  be  made  in  the 
Banner  he  expected,  the  revenue  of  the  current  year 
would  be  consumed,  and,  in  addition  to  it,  two  millions 
oat  of  the  five  which  ought  to  be  left  in  the  Treasury  { 
and  that,  conarquently,  there  would  be  left  there  but 
three  millions.  I  have  not  undertaken  to  ithpeach  this 
statement,  nor  have  I  pronuunceJ  any  opinion  in  con- 
flrmation  of  it.  These  are  the  opinions  of  the  fi>cul  offi- 
cers of  the  Governmentt  and  if  they  are  correct  they 
show  that  there  would  be  more  money  in  thebanksthan 
it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  lo  advancei  then  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  near  h»lf  the  money  will  return  into  the 
Treasury  this  year,  so  that  at  the  end  of  theytaryou 
will  have  but  half  this  advance  outstanding,  if  that  be 
the  admission  nfa  dangerous  surplus,  the  Senator  iswel- 
come  to  the  entire  benefit  of  it.  I  knew  thai  gentlemen 
would  differ  about  this  bill,  and  that  some  might  differ 
about  its  principles,  bu*  I  have  heard  nothing  to  create 
any  difficulty  with  me.  i  say  tlutt  thia  advance  could  be 
nMe  wttbout  any  injury  or  intetrupUon  to  the  fiscal  mf* 


fairs  of  the  Govemmenti  that  the  aaaney  will  be  as  nfe 
on  tbe  security  of  tbeae  treaties,  aa  if  in  the  bands  of 
the  depoiite  buiksr  that  it  will  bring  us  double  tbe  ia- 
terest,  and  that  it  will  go  so  far  toward  relieviag  the 
country  from  the  existing  pecuniary  preasorr,  and  thst 
the  relief  will  be  applied  precisely  at  tlte  points  where 
it  is  most  needed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  addressed  the  Senate  in  reply.  The 
Senator  says  that  this  advance  of  money  will  be  no  laore 
a  loan  than  if  the  money  ia  reUined  in  tbe  dcpoaitc 
banks(  and  that,  if  there  ■<  any  eonatitutiooal  objeaian 
i^inat  the  one,  it  applies  equally  to  tliC  other.  If  ttal 
argument  is  good,  it  only  ahowa  that  tbe  entire  scbcM 
of  keeping  the  pubtic  rtioney  in  the  deposite  banks  ti  it- 
self unconstitutional.  The  Senator  professes,  I  believf , 
to  be  a  strict  constructionist,  and  tbe  Senator  from  Korib 
Carolina  [Mr.  STBiass]  has  told  ua  that  there  ii  no 
spirit  In  tbe  constitution,  but  that  its  words  themsdvcf, 
and  they  alone,  must  decUre  its  meaning.  Now,  I  call 
upon  the  Senator  from  New  York  lo  show,  Id  the  words 
of  the  constitution,  any  authority  for  making  so«h  U  sp- 
plication  of  the  public  money « and  I  again  submit  wheth- 
er it  is  a  lair  argument  in  favor  of  such  a  meamre  to 
plead  the  remote  analogy  of  the  deposite  banks.  No, 
sir.  The  constitutional  argument  remains  unanawmd; 
it  is  not,  and  it  cannot  be,  answered. 

Tbe  Senator  from  New  York  aays  that,  as  I  have  csai- 
ptimented  him  on  being  consistent,  he  will  -retom  Ae 
complimentt  and  admit  Ihat,  in  thia  case,  1  am  equal- 
ly sot  and  I  underMood  him  to  go  farther,  and  to  inti- 
mate that  t  am  in  favor  of  accumulating  a  aurpkit  in  Ibe 
Treasury.  Sir.  the  Senator  dare  not  assert  suck  a  prai- 
tion.  1  have  indeed  seen  an  awslion  of  that  chuaeler 
in  a  dirty  sheet  published  in  the  city  from  witleh  tlx 
Senator  comesj  but  1  never  yet  beard  sucb  a  palpable 
falsehood  uttered  on  this  floor.  If  the  Senator  attribuiss 
that  design  to  me,  he  asserts  that  whidi  is  not,  aad  aer- 
er  wa*,  true.  From  the  very  beginning  I  have  ben 
opposed  to  the  policy,  llie  Chief  Magistrate,  who  u 
the  object  of  adoration  to  that  Senator,  ia  the  draught 
of  an  inaugural  address,  had  k  paragraph  reeommeadpng 
the  permanent  investment  of  surpluses  as  they  ni^htse- 
cumuUte  in  the  Tfeasuryt  but  tbe  paragraph  wss(ib 
part,  through  my  exertions)  subacquently  stricken  out. 
The  Senator  knoAR,  and  the  Senate  will  all  tWfUect,  that, 
in  introducing  the  deposite  bill  at  the  eommeDGemeatol 
this  scsaimi,  I  diatinctly  ataled  thai  I  proposed  it  only  u 
an  alternative  measuret  that  I  greatly  preferred  a  redac- 
tion of  the  revenue!  but  was  very  apprehenMve  that  an 
such  reduction  could  be  effected.  Such  has  been  «y 
constant  course.  1  hope  lo  hare  an  occawoa  befow 
long  of  entering  on  thia  whole  subject,  when  I  «»■■ 
have  an  <^porlunily  to  show  who  have,  and  "'•''J'!'? 
not,  been  consiaent.  I  sliall  then  show  Ihe  P«rt 
has  been  played  by  some  prominent  individual%saa 
shall  be  able  to  demouatrate  my  own  consistency  aiaeW' 
ty  as  the  noonday  stin.  1  claim  to  h«  consistent  ihroogn 
my  whole  puliitcMl  cuurKe. 

But  tbe  Senator  from  New  York  undeHakes  to  eip«'" 
for  the  Senator  from  Missouri.    I  rather  think,  hoaw- 
er,  that  the  latter  will  not  accept,  or  tliank  hio 
explanation.    Who  does  not  remember  his  declaration 
that  there  were  fourteen  millions  of  appropriatioBS 
unprovided,  and  that  his  bead  was  occupied 
night  in  trying  lo  find  out  the  means  of  '""L 
Sir,  I  again  call  upon  Senators  on  all  sides  of  the  Howe 
to  stop  and  pause  i  to  remember  that  this  is  pre-emis-  a^ 
iy  R  coimtry  of  precedeotsj  that  our  legislation  tstoi 
great  extent  influenced  and  guided  by  the  l**""*^' 
those  who  have  preceded  us.  We  are  now  to  co»«»« 
the  practice  of  loaning  the  public  n^oocy  lo  1'""''™-; 
There  will  be  a  hrge  aurphis/iir  tb*  Timsury^Hd^ 
pie  means  will  be  %ikS«9Vaii^&^*^'' 
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utf  extent.  Who  does  not  tee  the  immente  power 
wbieb  thia  will  place  In  the  handi  of  the  adminittrfttion' 
Who  does  not  pereeive  the  control  which  may  thui  be 
cnrtod  orcr  cleotioM^  when  the  Ikvoritn  of  the  Oot- 
emiDent  ran  obtain,  it  the  fite  of  four  per  cent,  a  year, 
Itfge  auaw  of  money  which  they  can  inilantly  loan  at 
two  per  cent,  a  months  It  will  enable  the  Oovemment 
tbus  to  beatow  a  perfect  i^tuity  on  those  who  serve  it) 
and  tMs,  forsooth,  is  a  measure  advocated  and  brought 
forward  by  gentlemen  who  profess  to  be  strict  construe- 
tionisisb  and  who  tell  ui  that  there  Is  no  spirit  in  tbeeon* 
•titotion. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  rejoined.  1  had  no  idea,  in  the  fiev  re- 
■arkil  made,  of  exciting  the  feeling  which  has  bow 
been  manifested)  nor  had  I  any  conception  how  my  own 
ffselings  could  possibly  be  disturbed  in  a  discussion  on 
this  bill.  Aa  to  what  I  said  in  reference  to  the  K«ntle- 
t>an  from  South  Carolina,  T  am  not  answerable  for  any 
■uppiMed  case  which  that  gentleman  may  be  pleased  to 
pat.  And  I  here  say  to  him,  in  the  best  temper,  that, 
when  standing  in  my  place»  and  performing  my  public 
duty  on  this  floor,  1  do  not  think  of  what  I  "dare,"  or 
what  I  "darenot,"  aasertt  it  Is  not  my  habit  to  indulge 
in  feelings  of  that  kind.  I  endeavor  to  treat  all  Rubjecis 
of  l«f;islation  cooly,  fairly,  and  diipassionstelyt  Siich  haa 
been  my  course,  and  such  1  intend  it  shall  be. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  explained.  He  had  understood  the 
Senator,  when  complimentrng  his  consistency,  as  laying 
emphasis  on  the  words  **  in  this  particular  case;"  and  he 
bad  understood  the  Senator  as  almost  assertti^,  in  termR, 
that  Mr.  C.  wu  In  bvor  of  aeeuiDulating  a  aurplus  for 
dwtribation,  for  which  isiertion  there  was  not  the  ilight- 
esl  shadow  of  ground. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  had  preiented  a  petition 
from  several  of  his  constituents  in  favor  of  this  measure, 
and,  approving  the  object  of  ir,  he  should  make  some 
remarks  in  ita  support.  He  found  it  the  easiest  thing  in 
the  world  to  raise  a  storm  in  this  body.  He  had  sup- 
posed when  thia  bill  wsa  taken  up  it  would  be  almott 
inposrible  that  H  should  excite  feeKngs  in  any  quarter. 

He  thoagbt  the  leas  they  talked  about  consistency  here 
the  better.  He-did  not  think  it  any  credit  to  a  man  to 
prove  himself  consistent  in  the  manner  which  seems  to 
be  required;  for  then,  if  he  had  brgun  wrong,  he  must 
remain  lo  all  his  life,  in  order  to  reach  the  proprr  stand- 
ard. If  gentlemen  would  recur  to  past  measures,  they 
could  perhaps  alt  prove  each  other  to  be  inconsistent  t 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  disagreeable  to  notice  it, 
and  of  iK»  benefit  whatever  to  the  argument.  We  ought 
lo  grow  wise  by  expeileneet  and  if  our  opinions  should 
differ  now  upon  any  subject  from  what  they  were  twen- 
ty years  ago,  no  one  had  a  right  therefore  to  chat^  us 
injuriously  with  inconaittency. 

Nr.  B.  said  he  should  not  vote  for  this  bill,  if  he 
tboDght  it  would  interfere  in  the  least  «ith  the  drnosite 
bill  of  the  last  session.  He  had  voted  for  that  bill  as  a 
ebotee  of  evilsi  he  was  entirely  satisfted  with  that  vote, 
though  his  case  "had  been  very  singular,  for  he  had  been 
denounced  at  home  as  an  enemy  of  the  deposite  bill,  and 
censured  as  its  friend  on  the  other  side.  He  had  under- 
taken to  support  it  as  a  choice  of  evils;  and  he  had  ever 
continued  to  support  it,  both  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere. 
.  He  would  never  vote  for  tliis  bill,  if  be  fell  any  doubt 
c^ita  being  constilatiofial)  and  if  the  contrary  should  he 
proved  to  bin,  he  would  vote  against  It.  The  conititu* 
tion  Mthorixed  Congress  to  Impose  and  collect  taxes. 
If,  frooi  any  cause,  there  shruld  be  ten  or  fldeen  mil* 
Ikms  in  the  Treasury  bej'ond  the  demand  for  purposes 
of  the  Government,  what  would  you  do  with  ItF  Must 
it  remain  locked  up  there  useless  or  rather  destructive 
to  the  community  r  Could  there  be  a  doubt  of  the  con- 
stitutional power  of  the  Government  to  act  like  any  olh- 
cr  proprietor,  and  make  this  money  productive?  Mr. 


B.  was  opposed  at  the  last  session  to  the  investment  of 
the  surplus  in  the  Bute  stocks.  If  he  could  see  no  dts- 
tinetioD  between  that  oase  and  this,  he  would  vote 
against  this  bill.  But  be  thought  there  was  a  dtstinc* 
tion.  In  this  earn  the  Goremment  wu  originally  bound  to 
asaert  the  claims  of  citisens  of  the  United  States  on  the 
Governments  of  France  and  Naples.  These  claims  the 
Government  had  asserted,  and  bad  secured  their  pay- 
ment by  treatiest  and  now,  on  ^ery  principle  of  public 
law  and  faith,  we  had  become  a  selNconstituted  guaran> 
tee  for  the  full  execution  of  these  treaties.  We  were 
bound  to  see  them  oabervedt  our  faith  was  pledged  for 
that  purpose!  and  it  would  be  our  duty  to  coMpel  the 
payment  of  the  money  by  force,  if  no  other  means  should 
be  found  sdrquate.  The  citizens  of  tiie  United  Slatea 
had  now  m  perfect  right  against  these  foreign  Govern* 
ments,  and  this  Govemmeni  is  bound  to  see  it  carried* 
into  efieot.  Whilst  be  made  this  observaiion,  he  enter- 
tained no  doubt  but  what  the  instalments  would  be  punc- 
tually paid  by  these  nations.  What  was  now  lo  be  done' 
The  money  was  in  the  Treasury,  and  great  benefit 
would  be  f£e rived  from  its  circulation,  both  to  our  com' 
mercial  cities  and  to  (he  people  generally. 

As  to  the  danger  of  such  a  precedent,  it  amounted 
only  to  this:  thst  if  ever  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  should  again  be  in  such  a  wtualion  as  not  to  know 
what  to  do  with  its  means,  and  such  trraties  should 
again  exist  as  the  present  between  us  and  other  Govern- 
menlB,  we  tn^ghl  again  advance  such  amounts  to  the 
claimants.  This  was  the  whole  force  of  the  precedent} 
and  he  did  not  believe  that  a  similar  case  would  he  like- 
ly to  occur  in  our  day.  On  the  qucation  of  our  ability 
to  make  this  investment,  without  loucliing  the  deposite 
act,  Mr.  B.  had  no  doubt  whatever. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  This  bill  was  up  in  substance  last  year. 
1  do  not  know  by  wh»t  argument  gentlemen  will  justlTy 
their  vote  in  Its  favor,  for,  I  believe,  they  voted  last  year 
the  other  way.  I  do  not,  however,  bring  thiaas  any  re- 
prtw^;  fur  provided  a  man  votes  right,  it  is  better  lo  be 
inconsistent  than  atill  lo  remain  in  the  wrong.  1  only  in- 
tend to  justify  the  vote  I  dlitl  gi«e  now.  I  am  at  a  Ion 
to  see  how  the  question-  aa  lo  the  surplus  in  the  Treasu- 
ry has  much  to  ilo  with  the  matter.  The  Government 
of  France  confiscates  American  prnpeity — the  properly, 
not  of  this  Governroeni,  but  of  private  citizrns.  The 
Government  of  tjfe  United.  Slates  (because  there  is  no 
other  mode  of  culling  a  foreign  nation  to  account  for  its 
Bclions)  made  a  demand  on  France  for  indemntly.  The 
Government,  in  such  a  ease,  makes  the  application 
merely  because  private  citizens  cannot  make  it— it  ac  a 
for  them.  Well,  we  made  a  tmty,  and  by  ilmt  treaty 
Prance  agreed  to  pay  the  indemnity  we  demande<1;  and 
it  has  in  part  been  ps'd.  Whose  is  this  money'  It  has 
been  spoken  of  in  this  debate  as  if  it  was  money  of  the 
United  Staleaj  but  it  is  no  such  thing;  it  is  received  in- 
deed at  the  United  Slatea  Treasury,  bi.t  not  a  dollar  of 
it  belongs  to  the  Goremment.  The  Gorernment  holds 
it  only  as  an  agent,  as  a  trustee  for  the  claimants,  who 
are  very  many.  The  name  remarks  apply  to  the  elaim- 
ants  agarnat  ihe  Nenpolilan  Government.  That  Govern- 
ment has  in  tike  manner  admitted  our  demand,  and  en- 
tered into  a  treaty  lo  pay  it  by  instalments.  The  Gov. 
ernment  receives  the  money,  and  it  is  their  business  to 
see  that  it  is  duly  paid  to  the  claiir-ants.  That  ia  the 
whole  history  of  the  natteri  and  »  hat  duea  it  prove  >  It 
proves  that  the  United  States  have  no  inttrest  in  litis 
money  or  control  over  it,  and  have  no  right  to  dispose  of 
it.  We  are  not  acting  on  this  money,  for  we  have  no 
right  to  touch  itt  but  the  question  is  whether  you  u  ill, 
before  these  instalments  fall  due,  advance  the  amount  of 
them,  distribute  it  among  the  claimants,  and  trust  to  the 
Governments  of  Frsnce  and  Naples  to  reimburse  the  mo- 
ney.  Now,  I  adt,  what  difference  is  th<^  in  assumini; 
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the  ptyment  of  thne  indemnities  ind  *ny  other  debts  in 
the  comraun'ity  >  Why  not  to  the  bank  and  bay  up 
their  psper,  or  go  sny  where  else  you  pleaw  »nd  pur- 
chwe  up  whM  you  believe  to  be  fj^d  debtsf  Whit  ii 
the  difference'  But  that  is  not  the  only  difficulty. 
When  you  hsve  paid  out  this  money  from  the  Treasury, 
what  security  have  you  that  it  will  ever  come  back  again  i 
Tou  have  the  promise  or  France  and  Naples.  Truet  but 
suppose  tbey  refuse  to  pay  the  money,  where  do  you 
•lanid'  Have  you  any  indemnity  from  these  claimanla? 
Are  they  bound  to  reimburse  the  money  f  Not  at  all. 
Tou  must  get  the  amount  from  Prance  and  Naples,  or 
JOB  do  not  get  it  atfall.  How  often  hive  GoTernmrnis 
funk,  and  all  Iheir  engagements  utterly  failedP 

But  now  let  me  put  this  matter  in  a  little  different 
shape.  Suppose  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee had  introduced  a  bill  proposing  to  guaranty  the  ful- 
filment of  these  two  treaties,  would  not  every  Senator 
have  asked,  why  shall  we  endorse  the  promises  of  the 
Governments  oF  Prance  and  nf  Napksf  And  I  still  ask* 
why>  Have  we  any  intereat  in  these  payments^  Did 
we  act  for  ourselves  in  obtaining  these  promises?  Not 
at  all.  We  only  negotiated  fur  othersi  and  we  hold  the 
money  merely  as  trustees.  Why  sliall  we  guaranty' 
We  have  fulfilled  all  our  duty  in  obtaining  the  trealr. 
Why  are  we.  In  addition  to  this,  to  guaranty  its  stipula- 
tion? I  ask  whether  any  one  vote  could  have  been  ob- 
tained for  the  nak<d  proposition  of  guarantying  these 
payments?   I  think  not  one. 

This  seems  to  be  the  whole  case.  1  thought  so  last 
year,  and  I  think  ao  now.  Perhaps  my  own  constituents 
are  as  largely  interested  in  this  matter  a^  those  of  any 
other  genitemsn.  And  I  should  certainly  be  most  hap- 
py to  see  them  realize  their  money  and  get  their  debts 
paid.  But  I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  vote  for  this  bill. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  an  act  wholly  uncalled  for.  It  has 
no  connexion  whatever  with  the  money  in  the  Treasuryt 
it  is  not  the  money  of  the  United  States,  and  Uiere  is  no 
need  that  this  Government  should  aisume  the  risk. 

Without  discussing  the  constitutional  question,  1  shall 
be  antisfied  to  vote  against  t)ie  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  demanded  (he  yeas  and  nays)  and  they 
were  ordered  by  tlie  Senate. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  would  say  but  one  word  in  reply. 
He  observed  that  (he  Senator  from  Masaichusetts  [Mr. 
Datis]  had  been  looking  over  the  j»qrna1t  and  Mr.  D. 
would  now  Bsy  that  he  did  nut  vote  against  this  bill  at 
the  last  session,  though,  if  it  had  come  up,  be  ahould 
have  done  so,  because  he  would  have  been  unwilling 
thua  to  diminish  the  dividends  of  the  surplus  among  the 
Slates.  His  vole  then  wis  only  sgainst  considering  the 
bill.  Had  he  then  voted  against  the  bill  itself,  gentle* 
men  might  now  produce  the  journal,  and  ^ow  his  in* 
consistent  votes  upon  its  facet  y't  it  ia  manifest  that 
this  wouki  prove  any  thing  but  inconsistency.  It  would 
prove  nothing  more  than  that  he  had  preferred  depositing 
the  amount  covered  by  tbrs  bill  with  the  several  State*, 
to  advancing  it  to  the  French  and  Neapolitan  claimants. 
Circumatances  had  aince  entirely  changed*  and  thus 
many  other  apparent  inconsistencies  might  be  reconciled 
in  the  same  manner. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  did  not  consider  the  vole  of  tlie 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  then,  as  of  any  importance  at 
all  at  the  present  timr.    He  had  laid  no  atresa  upon  il. 

Mr.  BATARD  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Ifthe  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr. 
Bitakd]  understood  me  as  intimating  that  this  was  a 
mere  financial  expedit;nt  to  get  rid  of  the  surplus  in  the 
l*rea8ury,  he  was  wholljT^ mistaken.  As  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Massschuselts,  [Mr.  Divia,] 
his  difficulty  is,  that  we  ahall  guaranty  the  GoverniricntB 
of  Fnoce  and  Naples.   And  be  «3k^  with  hii  unil 


clearness  and  force,  whether,  if  Uiis  were  a  mere  propo- 
sition to  guaranty  ibe  engagements  of  those  two  Oo«m> 
ments,  any  Senator  would  vote  For  it.  He  thinks  no^ 
and  thence  infera  that  they  ought  not  to  vote  Tor  this 
bill.  1  will  put  a  case  to  the  honorable  Senator.  Suppose 
he  held  a  claim  for  two  millions  of  dollars  agunst  tha 
Government  of  the  United  Statesi  be  wants  the  moneyt 
he  brings  me  the  evidence  of  bis  claim,  ond  asks  ese  (o 
endorae  the  promise  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Siatesi  I  decline  to  do  sot  be  then  says,  if  you  will  e» 
dorse  you  shall  have  the  mdneyattwo  per  cent.,  andtha 
Government  will  allow  you  four.  Now,  though  I  ndght 
refuse  to  guaranty  without  t  remuneration,  yet,  if  I  gun 
two  percent  by  the  transsction,  I  might  then  be  wBlinf 
to  endorse. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  That  is  precisely  my  objection  to  this 
bill.  It  is  a  mere  mc^rcanlile  business  transaction,  andi 
think  it  does  not  become  this  Government  to  bea  p«u^ 
chaser  and  dealer  in  stocks. 

The  question  vta  now  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  ita 
third  reading,  and  dedded  in  the  negative,  by  yeaiand 
nay*,  at  followst 

YtAB— Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Dans,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Linn.  Nrchulaa,  Nilea,  Page,  Rif«i» 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wwker, 
Wall.  Wright— 19. 

N4TB— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bisek,  Brown.  Calhoun.  Ctoyi 
Crittenden.  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  EwingofOM, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  King  of  Geftrffia,  Knight*  HMi*r 
Morris,  Prenlias,  Preston,  Bobbins,  Strange.  SsriBi 
Tomtinaon,  White~23. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

After  the  consideration  of  executive  bo^ness, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

TbUKSDIT,  jAITOAmT  19. 

Hon.  TaoMis  Clattdw.  Senator  elect  from  the  Stals 
of  Delaware,  appeared,  was  quslified,  and  took  hiiMtt. 

TEXAS. 

The  following  mesuige  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Slates,  through  Anoatw  jAcxsoa,jr.> 
hisprif  ate  secretary: 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statu: 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  d^ 
the  16th  instant,  I  transmit  a  copy  and  a  translalion  ofa 
letter  addressed  to  me  on  the  4th  of  July  last,  by  (n« 
President  of  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  a  copy  of  my 
reply  to  the  same  on  the  4th  of  September.  No  other 
communication  on  the  subject  of  the  resolution  rtsf^ 
red  to  has  been  made  to  the  Executive  by  any  other 
foreign  Government,  or  by  any  person  claiming  to  id  ■ 
bebalfof  Mexico.  ANDREW  JACKSON- 

WasHiKsToir,  January  18, 1837* 

[TBAVaLATton.] 

The  Pretidmt  of  the  Mexiean  BejnMc  to  the  PreniaU^ 
ike  United  Staiet. 
CoiDifBiA,  (i>  Txxas,)  July  4, 1836. 
Mock  istirjiib  Siai  In  fiilRlmcnt  of  the  duties 
which  patriotism  and  honor  impose  upon  a  public  tMiH 
I  came  to  thia  country  at  the  head  of  mx  thousand  Mexi- 
cans.  The  cliances  of  war,  made  inevitable  by  cireurn- 
slancea,  reduced  me  to  the  condition  of  a  prisoner,  in 
which  I  atill  remain,  as  you  may  have  alrndy  le«nied. 
The  disposition  evinced  by  General  Samuel  Houston,  'M 
commander-in-chief  of  the  Texian  army,  and  by  biesoC; 
cesBor,  General  Thomas  J.  Uu&k,  for  the  termioatioaal 
the  war,  the  deciMon  of  the  Prcsidcot  and  cabinet  of 
Trxaain  favor  oft  proper  compromiae  between  tbeco"- 
tending  parlies,  and  my  own  conwctiota,  pasduccd  IM 
cooreniiolu  of  m  bieh4i|«B4(f  eji*coj@@g*^ 
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given  by  me  to  General  Filiiola,  my  MCond  in 
lDlMMnd»  to  retire  from  the  river  Bruao^,  where  he  was 
|iitfd»  to  the  other  ride  of  the  river  Brmvo  del  Norte. 
.  Aathere  was  no  doubt  ihkt  GenerkI  Fiti^olt  would  re< 
l^pMiljr  coaply,  u  far  ai  concerned  hin»eir,  the  Prett- 
mn  and  cabinet  agreed  that  I  ahould  aet  off  lor  Mexico, 
h  order  to  fulfil  the  other  engagements;  and,  with  that 
iUeat,  I  cmbM-ked  on  board  '.be  achooner  Invincible, 
«hidi  waa  to  carry  ne  to  the  port  of  Vera  Grus.  Un> 
ibrtiwately,  however,  tome  indiscreet  peraoni  raised  a 
jpob^  which  obliged  the  authorittea  to  have  me  landed  by 
^ttei  and  brought  back  into  itrict  captivity.    Thia  in- 
fident  boa  prevented  me  from  going  to  Mexico,  where  I 
iboold  otherwiae  have  arrived  early  in  last  montht  and, 
la  conaequenee  of  it,  the  Government  of  that  country, 
davbtlcaa  ignorant  of  what  has  occurred,  baa  withdrawn 
tte  command  of  the  array  from  General  Filisols,  and  has 
ardered  hia  auceeBSort  General  Urrea,  to  continue  ita 
•pnatioM.   In  obedience  to  which  order,  that  general 
K  aoeordiag  te  the  latest  aeeollnt^  already  at  the 
lifer  Niiceea.     In  vain  have  aomc  reflecting  and 
vorfliy  men  endeavored  to  demonstrate  the  necessily  of 
JMderation,  and  of  my  going  to  Mexico,  according  to 
Ikeconvrniioni  but  the  excitement  of  the  public  mind 
kaaiacreated  with  the  return  of  the  Mexican  army  to 
TcxM.  Such  u  the  stale  of  things  here  at  present.  The 
of  the  war,  and  of  ita  diaasters,  is  therefore 
V  unlesa  the  voice  of  reason  be  heard,  in  proper 
from  the  mouth  of  some  powerful  individual.  It 
4nNaii  to  me  that  you,  sir,  have  it  in  your  power  to 
pnhna  this  good  office,  by  interfering  in  favor  of  the 
csrcuticxi  of  the  mid  conveniion,  which  shall  bestrictly 
fiilfilkd  on  my  part.    When  1  offered  to  treat  with  this 
Gorenunent,  1  was  convinced  that  it  was  useless  for 
Jlrxico  to  continue  the  war.    1  have  acquired  exact  in< 
Anastioa  reapeeling  thia  country,  which  I  did  not  pos* 
_  |M  four  BoQtha  ago.    I  have  too  much  zeal  for  the  in* 
■'■Ksts  uf  my  country  lo  wish  for  any  thing  which  is  not 
•onpktible  wiih  them.    Being  always  ready  to  sacrifice 
■)scir  for  ila  glory  and  advanttge,  I  never  would  have 
hoilated  lo  subject  myself  to  torments  or  death,  rather 
ttan  convent  to  any  compromise,  if  Mexico  could  there- 
by have  obtained  the  slightest  benefit.    1  am  firmly  con- 
V)need  that  it  is  proper  to  terminate  this  question  by  po- 
Aical  negoliaiion:  that  conviction  alone  delerintned  me 
MKcrcly  to  agree  to  what  has  been  stipulated;  and,  in 
(be  same  spirit,  1  make  to  you  this  frank  declaration. 
9e  pleaacd,  sir,  to  favor  me  by  a  like  confidence  on 
year  inn;  afford  me  the  utisfaction  of  avoiding  ap- 
froachiog  evils,  and  of  contributing  to  that  good  which 
^  faeMt^adviiTB.     Let  us  enter  into  negotiations  by 
■iMch  the  friendship  between  your  nation  and  the  Mex* 
n-ay      «trengl Uenrd,  biUli  being  amicably  engaf^d 
■  <>eiag  and  aisbtliiy  to  a  people  who  are  dewruus 

at  jpTr-^'-itg  in  the  puLtiral  worldt  and  who,  under  the 
r-f  jLrcuo.i  of  tite  two  nations  will  attain  ita  object  with< 
ia  a  few  years. 

The  Mexicans  are  magnanimous,  when  treated  with 
cowideraiion.  I  will  clearly  set  before  them  the  proper 
and  homane  reasona  which  require  noble  and  frank  con- 
<lact  on  their  part,  and  I  doubt  not  that  'they  will  act  thus 
MaooB  as  they  have  been  convinced. 
^  By  what  1  have  here  submitted,  you  will  see  the  sen- 
ftwnta  which  animate  me;  and  with  which  I  remain 
ymr  Boat  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  LOPEZ  DE  SANTA  ANNA. 
Tot.i4  Excellency  General  Asdrxw  Jacx^oit, 

Pre^dent  of  the  Untied  Stalet  ofJmertea. 

TU  PnOdtnt  of  the  Btited  Statea  (o  ike  President  of 
tie  Memean  Uipublie, 

IlKBXiTAsi,  SepltnUnT  4, 1836. 
Soj  I  Imtc  the  honor  to  tcknowledge  ibe  receipt  of 


your  letter  of  the  4th  of  July  last,  which  has  been  for- 
warded to  me  by  General  Samuel  Houston^  under  cover 
of  one  from  him,  transmitted  bv  an  express  from  General 
Gainea,  who  is  in  command  of  the  United  States  forces 
On  the  Textan  frontier.  The  great  object  of  these  com* 
municaliona  appears  to  be  to  put  an  end  to  the  disasten 
which  necessarily  attend  the  civil  war  now  raging  in 
Texas,  and  asking  the  interposition  of  the  United  Statea 
in  furthering  so  humane  and  desirable  a  purpose.  That 
any  welt-intended  efTort  of  yours  in  aid  of  thia  objcot 
should  have  been  defeated,  it  calculated  to  excite  the 
regret  of  all  who  justly  appreciate  the  blewings  of  peace^ 
and  who  take  an  interest  in  the  causes  which  eonlributo 
to  the  prosperity  of  Mexico,  in  her  domestic  as  well  at 
her  foreign  relations. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  ever  anxious 
to  cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with  all  naliona.  But 
it  proceeds  on  the  principle  that  all  naliona  have  the 
right  to  alter,  amend,  or  change,  their  own  Government, 
aa  the  sovereign  power,  the  people,  may  direct.  In  thii 
respect,  it  never  interferes  with  the  policy  of  other  Pow- 
ers, nor  can  it  permit  any  on  the  part  oi  others  with  ila 
internal  policy.  Consistently  with  this  principle,  what* 
ever  we  can  do  to  restore  peace  between  contending  na* 
tiona,  or  remove  the  causes  of  misunderstanding,  ia 
cheerfully  at  the  service  of  those  who  are  willing  lo  rely 
upon  our  good  ofBces  as  a  friend  or  mediator. 

In  reference,  however,  to  the  agreemeent  which  you, 
M  the  representative  of  Mexico,  have  made  with  Texas, 
and  which  invites  the  interposition  of  the  United  Slates^ 
you  will  at  once  see  that  we  are  forbidden,  by  the  char- 
acter of  the  communications  made  to  us  through  the 
Mexican  minister,  from  considering  it.  That  Govern- 
ment hss  notified  us  that,  as  long  as  you  are  a  prisoner, 
no  act  of  yours  will  he  regarded  as  binding  by  the  Mex* 
lean  authorities.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  will  be 
manifest  to  you  that  good  faith  (o  Mexico,  as  well  aa  the 
general  principle  to  which  I  have  adverted,  as  farming 
the  basis  of  our  intercourse  with  ail  /oreign  Powers, 
make  it  impogslblc  for  me  to  tske  any  step  tike  that  you 
have  anticipated.  If,  however,  Mexico  should  signify 
her  willingness  to  avsil  herself  of  our  good  ofRcea  in 
bringing  about  the  desirable  result  you  have  described, 
nothing  could  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  devote  my 
best  services  to  it.  To  be  insirumental  in  terminating 
the  evils  of  civil  war,  and  in  subsiitutinf:  in  their  stead 
the  blessings  of  peace,  ts  a  divine  privilege.  Every 
Government,  and  the  people  of  all  countries,  should  feel 
it  their  liighest  happiness  to  enjoy  an  opportunity  of 
thus  manifesting  their  love  of  each  other,  and  their  ipter- 
terest  in  the  general  principles  which  apply  to  them  all 
as  members  of  the  common  Tamily  of  man- 
Tour  letter,  and  that  of  General  Houston,  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Texian  army,  will  be  made  ihe  basis  of 
an  early  interview  with  the  Mexican  minister  st  Wash- 
ington. .  They  will  hasten  my  return  to  Washington,  to 
which  plitce  1  will  set  out  in  a  few  days,  expecting  to 
reach  it  by  the  Ist  of  October.  In  Ihe  mean  time,  I 
hope  Xlexico  and  Trxas,  feeling  that  war  is  the  greatest 
of  calamities,  will  pause  before  another  compaign  ia  un- 
dertaken, and  can  add  to  the  number  of  those  scenes  of 
bloodshed  which  liave  already  marked  Ihe  progress  of 
their  contest,  and  have  given  so  much  pain  to  their 
Christian  friends  throughout  the  world. 

This  is  sent  under  cover  to  General  Houston,  who 
will  give  it  a  safe  conveyance  to  you. 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKS0E7. 
To  Gen.  Axtoitio  Lohz  dx  Sixta  Amiti.. 

The  message  and  document*  having  been  read, 
Mr.  PRESTON  rose  and  said  it  arould  alrika  the  Sen- 
ale  at  once  that  since  tb^if^t^fMlKCN^g^^ten  by 
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Santa  Anna,  bii  aitaation  bad  been  very  much  changed. 
On  th«  4th  of  July  last  be  wm  a  |>riM>ner  in  the  handa  of 
the  Texiani,  but  had  been  aubaequently  released,  and 
waa  now  in  the  eitj  of  Washington.  According  to  the 
terina  and  purport  of  the  correspondence,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  it  waa  carried  on  whilst  Santa  Anna  was  a  pria- 
ooer.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  awire  of 
that  ftot,  bad  expressed  himself  as  being  unable,  in  con- 
■equence,  to  enter  into  any  negotiation  with  hini  while 
to  aituated.  But  now,  as  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  just  staled, 
Santa  Anna  was  in  this  citjr,  and  could  negotiate  on  the 
■abject  up  to  April  next)  but  whether  he  woold*  would 
not,  be  (Mr.  P.)  could  not  ssyt  nor  waa  if  very  material 
to  the  purpose  Mr.  P.  had  in  hand.  There  was  a  res- 
olution in  relation  to  Texts  ofTercd  a  few  days  ago  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi,  and  whicli  had 
been  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-day  i  what  disposi- 
tion he  wished  to  nuke  of  it  he  was  not  aware.  It  was 
a  matter  for  the  gentleman's  discretion-  The  corre- 
ipondence  which  had  been  laid  ttefore  the  Senate,  how- 
ever, would  not,  in  his  (Mr.  P's)  opinion,  render  it  ne- 
ceaatry  to  change  the  language  of  the  resolution.  Con- 
curring, as  he  did,  with  that  resolution,  he  would  now 
say  that  he  was  prepsred  to  establish  the  fact,  that  upon 
the  recognised  principles  of  national  law,  the  practice 
of  this  Government,  and  the  policy  of  the  country,  she 
ought,  as  waa  her  duty,  to  make  a  prompt,  speedy,  and 
absolute  recogniUon  of  the  independence  of  Texas.  He 
hoped,  at  the  proper  time,  to  be  able  to  prove  thia.  He 
insisted  that  her  independence  riioald  be  immediately 
acknowledged,  and  that,  too,  without  any  regard  to 
what  might  be  said' or  done  by  Santa  Anna,  fur  hia  au- 
thority had  ceased  in  Texas  forever.  After  having 
heard  read  the  present  and  the  other  message  of  the 
President  in  relation  to  this  subject.  It  was  not  hit  de- 
sire that  any  thing  should  be  done  here  in  reference  to 
it,  that  would  have  the  efTect  of  contravening,  running 
counter  to,  or  obstructing,  any  purpose  of  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States. 

He  (Mr.  P.)  had  understO'>d  that  the  Preiident, 
when  he  sent  hia  former  messajre,  had  submiited  this 
matter  to  Congress  for  their  consideration,  bein^  witling 
to  carry  into  effect  what  they  m'ght  deem  right  and 
proper;  but  there  were,  at  that  time,  some  difficulties  in 
the  way,  which  prevented  hii  recommending  the  adop- 
tion of  any  legislation  on  the  tabiect.  It  aeemed  to  him 
(said  Mr.  P.)  that  had  the  President  of  the  United  States 
not  been  aware  of  the  fact  that  another  expedition  un- 
der General  Bravo  was  about  to  invade  Texan,  he  would 
not  have  hesitated  to  recommend  to  Congress  to  do 
■omething  in  reference  to  settling  the  war  between  Tex* 
ai  and  Mexico. 

Mr.  P.  adverted  to  the  circumstaneea  connected  with 
the  failure  of  the  expedition  under  General  Bravo,  and 
then  concluded  with  saying  that  all  be  desired  waa  that 
Congreis  abould  proceed  as  early  as  possible  to  discuss 
the  question  of  immediately  acknowledging  the  independ- 
ence of  TexM.  She  was  entitled  to  itt  she  had  a  right 
to  demand  it  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  sooner  it  was 
granted  the  better.  He  would  await  (he  action  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Hassaehusett^  [Mr.  D^via,]  as 
well  as  the  consideration  of  the  reaolution  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Hissismppl,  when  he  would  have  something 
further  to  aay  on  tlie  subject. 

Mr.  WALKER,  without  intending  to  enter  into  any 
discutaion  at  this  time,  wished  to  slate  some  information 
he  possessed  previous  to  the  Senate  acting  on  it,  because 
he  considered  the  question  of  the  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas  as  having  no  connexion  with  any 
thing  that  General  Santa  Anna  might  now  do.  He  con- 
sidered the  claim  of  Tesaa  to  be  founded  as  well  on  the 
settled  policy  of  this  Government,  aa  on  the  lawi  of  na^ 
tioni,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  decided  on  ita  own  Dwriti. 


It  would  be  recollected  that  the  President,  ia  hia  iaes> 
Bsge,  diortly  after  the  commeneenwnt  of  the  sesrian, 
placed  the  condition  of  the  recognition  of  the  Independ- 
ence of  Texai  on  the  succeaa  or  hilure  of  the  expetfi- 
tion  then  set  on  foot  by  Mexico,  and  which  wu  about 
entering  the  Texian  territory.  One  of  the  altemslirei 
contemplated  by  the  President  had  taken  placet  so  ll>s^ 
according  to  the  views  olearly  expressed  in  bia  nasssgc, 
there  waa  now  no  longer  cause  for  defacing  to  ackwnrl' 
edge  the  independence  of  Texaa. 

Mr.  W.  here  read  a  letter  addreased  by  him  to  a  high- 
ly respectable  individual  lately  arrived  from  Vera  Cru, 
whose  name  he  aaid  it  would  be  improper  to  make  pub- 
lie,  though  the  letter  waa  at  the  aervice  of  anyoftbe 
members  of  the  Senate  who  desired  to  see  it,  Baking 
inquiries  respecting  the  contemplated  invasion  of  Texu^ 
with  the  gentleman's  reply.  From  this  letter  it  ap- 
peared that  the  idea  of  subjugating  Texas  wu  act  cb> 
tertained  by  any  intelligent  man  in  Mexicoi  that  Ae  ifl* 
vading  army  waa  broken  up,  the  amalt  remnant  of  il  be- 
ing withotit  provtsiona  or  auppliea  of  any  kind,  ami  it»t 
the  Mexican  General  Bravo  had  resigned  his  comokutd 
in  consequence  of  not  having  been  furnished  by  bis  Gov* 
emment  with  the  means  of  opening  the  campaign.  The 
gentleman  further  gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  (he  cam- 
paign never  will  open,  as  it  is  as  much  as  Mexico  can  da 
to  keep  the  diteontented  portion  of  her  own  eiliicai 
quiet,  aereral  insurreeliona  having  broken  out  which 
wer«  wppreaied  not  without  difRculty- 

Mr.  W.  continued,  that  the  Preaideni,  in  the  mtmge 
alluded  to,  diatinetly  asserted  that  he  conndered  that  the 
reec^ition  of  the  iiMtependence  of  Texaa  depended  on 
the  aueceta  or  failure  of  (he  threatened  invasion.-  Nu*, 
said  Mr.  W.,  the  invading  army  being  broken  ap  aad 
disperaed,  and  ita  commander  having  resigned,  it  wm» 
be  perfectly  obvioua  that  the  reeognition  of  tbeindepeoo- 
enee  of  Texas  would  be  in  accordance  with  the  news 
of  the  President,  thus  clearly  expreascd.  He  wooM  s»y 
nothing  further  now,  than  to  repeat  the  hope,  that 
whatever  wai  done  by  Ibis  Government  might  be  d«e 
unconnected  with  GcnersI  SanU  Anna  in  any  tny  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  aald  he  had  always  enterlawed  lha 
opinion  that  the  people  of  Texas  could  never  live  oader 
the  Mexicsn  Government  in  peace  and  happiness.  He 
had  thought,  too,  that  it  was  our  duty,  at  the  «»rlje« 
period  prscticable,  to  recognise  the  independence  of 
Texaa.  He  felt  certain,  from  the  evenU  which  had  oc- 
curred in  that  country,  that  unless  a  speedy  stop  wai 
put  to  what  was  going  on  there,  the  Bjo  del 
would  not  be  made  the  boundary  of  Texas.  Sbe  wond 
shake  the  Mexican  empire  to  iu  very  centre^ 
Iroversy  existing  between  her  and  Mexico  sbouM  ■« 
instantly  cease.  He  was  ready  to  acknowledge  ber  n- 
dependencei  and  the  sooner  that  was  done  the  better. 

The  measage  and  documents  were  then  laid  oo  tW 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  aeveral  private  blBs,  wtu 
were  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  whole,  BlMO^ 
dered  to  a  third  readingi  when 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

FrIBAT,  jAKDABt  20. 

The  bills  which  were  yesterday  considered  ai  in  Cosa- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readmfft 
were  to-day  read  ■  a  third  time,  and  passed.  A"*^ 
them,  the  bdl  to  authorixe  the  relinquishment  of  •b«J»* 
sections  for  the  use  of  schools,  and  the  enliy  of  owsf 
landa  in  lieu  thereof,  in  quarter  aectioni,and  \aa»f^ 
of  the  respective  States,  waa  passed  by  the  '"l^^ 
vote— the  yeaa  and  naya  havingbecn  ordered  on  !>•  c*" 
of  Mr.  Ewi».  of  Obi^itized  by  V^OOg  IC 
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Yus— Hems.  Benton,  Blxck,  Buchanan,  Cuthbert, 
Carai,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Cruudy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Hoore,  Horria,  Nicho> 
bs,  Niles,  Rivei,  Robinson,  Serier,  Tallmadgrf  Upton, 
Walker,  White,  Wright— 24. 

Nati— Heisrs.  Brown,  Calboun,  Clajr,  Clayton,  Ew- 
ing of  Obto,  Knight,  PrentiM,  Pmton,  RobDina,  Bug- 
gies Strange,  Swift — 12. 

Mr.  EWIMG  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  designating 
and  limiting  the  funds  receivable  by  the  United  Statesi 
which  motion,  after  •  brief  disciution,  was  decided  in 
tbe  negative. 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  previous  orders 
were  postponed,  and  tbe  Senate  proceeded  to  tbe  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  prohibiting  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  except  (o  actual  settlers,  and  in  limited  quantt- 
tiea.  The  question  being  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Clat  to 
reconsider  Mr.  Hobkis's  amendment,  requiring  that 
bnd  which  had  been  ten  years  in  the  market  should  be 
atrid  at  75  cents;  len  than  ten,  and  more  than  five  ycarf>, 
at  t\ I  and  all  other  lands  at  91  25  per  acre-- 

lir.  CLAY  said  he  had  two  reasons  for  moving  this 
reconsideration.  One  was  the  avowed  embarrassment 
onder  which  it  had  placed  leveral  gentlemen.  The  other 
refatcd  to  bimself,  being  under  %  mistake  as  to  the  im- 
port of  the  amendment. 

Tbe  motion  to  reconsider  wai  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive: Ayea  19,  noes  14. 

llr.,lloBmi«'a  unendment  being  now  before  the  Senate, 

Ur.  CLAT  called  fot  the  yeas  aild  nays  on  the  queff- 
tioni  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  on  the  suggestion  of  Hr.  BENTON, 
•dded  to  bis  amendment  the  proviso,  that  no  person 
sbonld  enta  more  than  a  quarter  section  at  a  reduced 
price. 

The  question  wai  then  taken  on  the  amendmenl  of  Mr. 
Mom^is,  and  decided  as  follows: 

TsAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Clayton,  Ewing  of  Il< 
linois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama, 
Linn,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier, 
Tipton,  Walker,  White— 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan',  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Oliio,  Hubbard,  Kent, 
Niles,  Page,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Kobbins,  Strange,  Swift, 
TalloMdge,  Tomlinson,  Wright— 19. 

So  the  amendment  to  tbe  amendment,  or  substitute, 
wu  lost. 

Mr.  WALKER  observed  that  s  very  important  prin- 
ciple had  been  stricken  from  the  bill,  and  moved  that  it 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Ur.  GRUNDY  said  he  did  not  see  why  this  should  be 
done.  The  billy  by  the  failure  of  the  amendment,  was 
kft  in  the  same  form  as  when  it  came  from  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  he  foreuw  that  the  bill,  in  its 
present  form,  would  faili  and  he  thought  it  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  some  such  measure  should  be  carried, 
for  tbe  purpose  of  reducing  the  public  revenuet  and  he 
regarded  sadi  a  measure  as  tbe  only  one  which  could 
be  adopted  to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  a  dangerous 
■urplos. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Alabama,  opposed  the  recomm'itment. 
If  the  graduating  principle  should  not  be  introduced,  he 
hoped  bit  friends  would  not  reject  the  bill  on  that  ac- 
coont.   He  hoped  the  Senate  would  go  on  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  EWING  wu  in  fiivor  of  the  recommitment.  Tlie 
biB  in  its  present  form  would  not  only  out  stop  Seas,  but 
camels  would  go  through  it.  Mr.  E.  bad  thought  of  a 
project  wbich  ne  believed  would  effect  the  objects  in 
view.  He  would  endeavor  to  prepare  it  by  Monday,  anri 
Itoped  for  the  opportunity  of  presenting  it. 
V0&.  XIU.— 34 


Mr.  MOORE  spoke  in  favor  of  recommitting,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  some  such  measure  would  be 
adopted  as  was  proposed  by  the  original  bill,  (or  Hr. 

MOXBIS.) 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  Hr.  Ewiks  to  point  out  the 
places  in  tbe  bill  where  a  camel  could  go  through.  He 
intimated  that  the  design  was  to  delay  the  bill.  For  him- 
selF,  he  wished  to  proceed  with  the  bill,  and  obtain  all  tie 
could  get. 

Hr.  EWINO,  of  Ohio,  said  it  would  give  liim  much 
pleasure  to  point  out  those  places  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Walkeb's  motion  having  been  withdrawn,  or 
suspended,  he  moved  to  alter  the  amount  of  land  culti- 
vated by  a  settler,  by  making  it  one  tenth,  instead  of 
one  eighth,  of  the  whulet  which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  CLAY  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the  bearing  of 
the  bill  un  such  lands  as  might  be  used  for  grazing,  and 
not  for  cultivation. 

Mr.  WALKER  replied  that  a  provision  in  the  bill 
whtcb  authorized  an  entry  of  the  land,  after  a  residence 
of  three  years,  was  designed  to  supply  this  appsrent  de- 
ficiency. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  imend  the  bill  by  requiring 
one  year's  residence  instead  of  three. 

Mr.  ORUNOV objected  to  this  motion.  It  would  serve 
to  defeat  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  billt  for  if  one 
year  only  should  be  required,  it  would  become  a  businesa 
to  procure  portions  of  the  public  land  successively,  by 
means  of  one  year's  residence  on  each.  He  was,  how- 
ever, willing  to  vote  for  two  years. 

Hr.  TIPTON  declared  himself  opposed  to  the  form  of 
this  bill,  and  in  favor  of  the  original  one  by  Mr.  Mobbis. 
If  tlie  graduating  principle  which  had  been  lost  should 
not  be  embraced,  several  States  would  derive  no  benefit 
from  the  bill.  If  be  could  not  get  that  principle,  he 
should  go  to  defeat  the  bill. 

Messrs.  MOORE  and  SEVIER  alio  declared  their  de- 
termination to  do  SO;  the  latter  urging,  at  some  length, 
tbe  passage  of  a  proper  bill  on  this  subject. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  WALKER, 
NILES,  BLACK,'and  MORRIS,  the  action  on  the  bill 
was  suspended  by  consent,  and  several  bills  from  the 
House  were  read  twice  and  referred. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Satcbdat,  Javoabt  31. 
WILLIAM  B.  LLOYD. 
After  reading  the  journal, 

Mr.  MORRIS  rose  and  said  that  he  begged  tbe  in< 
dulgence  of  the  Senate  to  make  a  abort  statement  re- 
specting an  article  which  had  appeared  in  one  of  the  oity 
papers  this  morning.  It  might  be  considered  by  gen- 
tlemen as  partaking  more  of  a  private  than  a  public  na- 
ture, and  one  with  which  he  ought  not  to  trouble  Ibe 
Senatej  and  coytd  lie  consider  the  paragraph  as  intended, 
or  even  bearing  on  its  face  a  mere  private  individual  atl- 
lusion  to  himself,  he  would  not  thus  publicly  notice  it| 
but  It  went  further)  it  was  a  comment.  In  severe  terms, 
to  say  the  least,  on  his  conduct  ss  a  Senator,  snd  that, 
too,  by  a  citizen  of  his  own  Statet  and,  as  such,  it  re- 
quired of  him  an  explanation.  The  charge  is  (said  Hr. 
H.)  that  he  had  neglected  the  just  rights  of  one  of  his 
rellow-citizeiis,  and  refused,  as  his  representative,  to 
present  his  memoriHl  to  the  Senate,  and  thus  had  treated 
him  with  disrespect.  It  is  due,  tlien,  (said  MfO  M.,)  to 
tbe  citixcna  of  tbe  State,  it  Is  due  to  myselg  that  this 

Siublication  ithould  not  pass  without  notice.  '  It  will  be 
ound  in  the  Intelligencer  of  Ibis  morning,  io  the  follow- 
ing words.  [Here  Hr.  M.  read  the  communication  re- 
ferred to.] 

It  is  true,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  that,  on^yesterday  morn- 
ing, after  the  time  for  the  presentation  of  {^>itions  and 
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memoriiU  btd  elapKd,  «ml  tbe  Chair  h»d  called  for  re- 
port! of  ■tudiiMT  commttteeay  one  of  the  younv  gentlC' 
men  who  attend  the  Senate  came  lo  hii  leat  and  handed 
him  a  paper,  which  be  found  to  be  a  memorial,  and 
whicti  he  believed  was  correctly  published  in  the  Intel- 
ligencer of  tbia  morningi  and  with  the  memorial  he  alio 
received  a  note,  of  which  the  Following  is  a  copy : 

**DiAR  Sib:  As  a  friend,  I  aak  you  to  present  the 
accompanying  memorial  to  the  Senate.  As  oce  of  your 
consti(uent^  I  demand  it. 

**  Yours,  with  tbe  hlgbett  respect, 

'» WM.  B.  LLOYD. 

"If  yuu  do  not  present  it,  please  rclurn  it  imme- 
diately to  me  in  the  Sergeant's  room.        W,  B.  L-" 

Mr.  M-  said  that,  on  reading  tbe  note,  be  wrote  at  the 
bottom  the  following  words: 

"Skratk  Chambbb. 
'*  Sib:  Your  memorial  waa  handed  me  after  the  time 
In  which  memorials  can  be  received  on  this  day  had 
elapsed.  1  return  it:  am  willing  to  see  and  converse 
with  you  on  tbe  subject.  What  your  rights  are  I  am 
not  prepared  at  this  moment  to  determine. 

"THOS.  MORRIS." 

He  said  that  afler  he  had  endorsed  tbe  name  on  the 
note,  it  oceuired  to  bim  as  proper  to  keep  the  paper 
and  send  back  tbe  memorial  only.  Be  immediately 
aou^t  an  interview  with  the  person  who  sent  the  me- 
morial, with  an  intention  of  handing  it  back  himselft  and 
for  this  purpose  he  went  to  both  doors  of  the  Senate 
chamber,  but  waa  unable  lo  meet  with  him  at  either. 
He  returned  to  his  seatt  and  soon  after  one  of  the  young 
men  came  to  him  and  informed  him  the  gentleman  was 
in  the  antechamber.  He  then  handed  the  young  man 
tbe  paper,  to  return  it  to  the  author.  He  said,  had  time 
been  aflbrded  bim  for  examination  of  the  memotial,  he 
inight  or  might  not  have  presented  it,  as  justice  «nd  pro- 
priety should  srem  to  require.  He  acknowledged  that  it 
waa  not  only  his  duly,  but  a  pleasure,  when  requested  so 
to  do,  to  present  memorials  or  petitions  on  all  or  any  sub- 
jects within  tbe  power  or  control  of  the  Senate,  and  which 
were  in  proper  language,  not  only  for  the  citizens  of 
Ohio,  but  also  from  citizens  residing  in  any  part  of  tbe 
United  States.  Whether  the  memorial  in  question  waa 
or  was  not  of  that  character,  the  baaty  manner  with 
which  he  perused  it  did  not  enable  bim  to  determine, 
nor  did  he  wish  to  be  understood  aa  expressing  any 
opinion  on  that  point;  and  while  he  considered  the  note 
of  the  gentleman  as  containing  some  biting  sarcasms,  of 
which  he  did  not  complain,  it  alto  contained  a  kind  of 
left'handed  compliment  for  the  humble  part  which  he 
took  in  the  transaction  to  which  the  memorial  referred. 
What  transpired  then  is  well  known,  and  need  not  be 
repeated.  As  to  the  part  he  took,  and  tbe  observations 
he  made,  they  had  been  correctly,  or  at  least  substan- 
tially, reported  in  the  National  Intcltlgencer.  The  im> 
pression  made  on  his  mind  at  the  time  the  proceedinf^ 
respecliiig  the-  memorialist  took  place,  he  probably 
could  not,  nor  did  he  wish  to  make  an  attempt  to  de- 
■eribe. 

He  said  he  was  hastily  led  to  make  tbe  remarks  he 
dt^-because  he  thought  tbe  proceedings  of  tbe  Seutet 
wlUi  r^rd  to  the  indiTidutla  who  created  the  digturb< 
anee  iri  the  gallery,  were  wrongt  but  whether  right  or 
wrung,>not  himself,  but  aftertime,  must  determine;  for 
himself,  Jie  said  he  had  as  yet  seen  no  cause  to  change 
his  opintdtns  as  expressed  at  the  time;  and  he  would  fur- 
ther Btate^  that,  while  the  proceedings  in  the  Stnale 
were  coing^^oit,  after  the  person  waa  arrested,  he  was 
entirely  ignhrant  who  he  Was,  or  of  what  Slate  he  was  a 
citizen.  Nei^^e  dose,  and  but  a  minute  or  two  tefore 
tbe  Senate  a^jJurned,  he  waa  informed  by  lome  genllc* 


men  that  the  person  was  from  Ohio;  be  inquired  bit 
name,  and  wai  told  it  waa  Lloydi  he  then  had  a  reco)' 
lection  of  having  aeen  Un  some  days  before,  and  bad 
understood  from  Mr.  Lh^d  (hat  bia  burinesa  in  tbe  ciir 
waa  to  endeavor  to  obUin  tbe  passage  of  an  act  of  Con- 
greas  making  an  appropiiation  to  improve  the  harbor  it 
Cleveland,  by  the  erection  of  a  aea  wall.  He  said  hit 
efforts,  be  they  what  they  may,  were  Dot  made  in  dt> 
fence  of  a  friend,  or  in  opposition  to  an  encnyt  heikasU 
have  made  the  same  effbrU  bad  be  known  tbe  IndiviAMl 
to  have  been  botti  a  peraonal  and  political  opponent;  be 
merely  Intended  todiscbarKe  his  duty  as  a  Semtoi.ra 
BusUining  what  he  believed  to  be  the  righu  of  u 
American  citisen.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  I  think  I  BDdcr. 
stand  this  publicationi  it  ia  intended  to  go  to  the  8Ute 
in  which  I  live,  and  1  have  troubled  the  Senate  withlhii 
explanation,  that  it  may  immediately  f<rtlow,  and  thit 
my  conduct,  in  this  parttcuUr,  may  be  correctly  mJm- 
stood.  He  said,  so  hr  as  in  him  lay,  no  citizen  oi »», 
or  of  any  other  SUte,  abould  have  it  in  hb  po«rJ» 
misrepresent  h'la  course  in  the  Senate.  He  ssid  the 
peremptory  language  contained  in  tbe  gentleman  laote 
be  eonwdered  as  the  mere  effect  of  excitement,  and,M 
such,  could  readily  be  excusedi  he  aaid  it  wu  batho- 
man  nature  to  do  and  say  things  in  excited  monenu 
which  we  would  gladly  alter  or  amend  on  fulure  rtflM- 
tiont  he  said  he  had  no  idea  that  the  language  wed  m 
intended  as  any  personal  diarespect  to  himself;  »heB  iw 
r«ad  the  note,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  lo  see  and 
converse  with  the  person  as  to  the  propriety  of  IM 
course  to  be  pursued;  but  he  denied  that  he  had,  in  inii 
case,  been  either  negligent  or  unmindful  ofhisdutyi  »t 
least,  he  had  the  approval  of  bis  own  judgmcDt,  inj 
should  under  like  circumstances  pursue  a  like  course.  B 
waa  very  strange,  indeed,  that  Ml.  Lloyd  ibooW  «»• 
plain,  when  his  instruction  was  lo  return  him  the  memo, 
rial  imDWdiately,if  it  waa  not  presented;  and  it  it  still  bot 
strange  when,  in  his  publication,  be-  says  that  be  »ijn>t 
procure  the  presentation  of  it  through  other  reemben  oi 
the  body  who  were  bis  friendsi  nnd  tbe  very  reuoQ  ne 
assigns  for  not  applying  to  some  one  of  them,  is  s  renMJ 
why  he  ought  so  to  have  applied.  There  is  no  aou« 
he  can  obtain  the  presenUtion  of  bis  memorial  throo^ 
some  member  of  the  Senate,  if  be  yet  desires  it,  onl« 
ever  did  desire  It.  Should  he  fail  to  make  a  fiirther  re- 
quest, the  citizena  of  our  own  Stnle  will  be  able  lo  d"* 
correct  conclusions.  , 

Mr.  BENTON  said  Mr.  M-  waa  correct  in  repm  '<> 
everything  on  which  he  had  offered  an  eipIwsM^ 
That  Senator  had  aaid  it  waa  not  his  fault  that  the  irr« 
was  made,  and  that  the  person  arreated  wat  brougW  " 
the  bar  of  the  Senate.  Mr.  B.  now  wished  to  ibo» 
it  waa  not  his  own  fault  that  the  memorial  wu  not  pn- 
aented,  referred,  and  considered.   He  had  been  tw 
that  a  consultation  waa  going  on,  and  that  some  mon- 
ment  was  intended;  and,  without  tbe  least 
the  terms  of  the  memorial  which  he  supposed  """"T 
presented,  he  resolved  that,  su  fsr  as  he  wasconcemw. 
It  should  have  its  full  force.    He  had  therefore  do*" 
up  a  motion,  which  he  intended  lo  make  wh«?*"'  u 
memorUl  should  he  presented,  that  the  memonti »»» 
be  tent  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  P***'""^ 
for  witnesses,  and  to  report  to  the  Senate  «»eprop^ 
course  of  proceeding*  and  that  the  expe»«» 'f*^^ 
paid  from  the  conUogcnt  fund  of  the  Senate.  ^^^Z^ 
he  bad  shown  to  variou*  Benatora;  and  h»  •"**}!  _ 
been  kind  enough  to  aay  that  it  should  be  dooe.  n 
gentleman  would  do  him  the  favor  to  preKnl  IWj^ 
rial,  he  would  vote  for  ita  reference.    He  ""J^^o 
would  thus  be  an  occaHun  of  giving  to  the  P"*«2j 
authentic  form,  the  details  of  the  outrage.  Be 
the  preaentaiion  of  the  memorial*  i 

[Here  tbe  sub^i^tHdt^i^OOgLe 
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FOKEION  EMIGRANTS. 
Mr.  CLA.T  prcmted  (be  petition  of  snndiy  inlutbl- 
tutiof  WirtwonMgb,  St^rvan  eoontyt  NewTork^  uid, 
u  H  wu  not  long,  he  Bdwd  that  H  might  be  md. 

The  doeumeDt  mi  Hcordinglr  ta^,  ind  proved  to 
be  a  iaoA  of  reinonitraner»  on  tfae  lubjeot  of  Roman 
CMboSe  emigranU  to  the  country,  brought  in  under  the 
Mapieee  of  Popei,  Cardinals,  Bifhopi^  be.  It  iariated 
oa  (be  improprie^  and  mexpediencj  of  atlowingso  many 
pcmnw  to  enter  uie  eoantnr  wboae  prtetice  and  tenets 
■Cre  avovedly  and  directly  boalile  to  our  repobliean  in- 
Mttuttooa.  and  eBpeeiatly  prayed  Congreti  to  institute 
rnnimieeinni.  in  various  parts  of  the  country*  to  procure 
Wbrnoation  ami  report  on  ibc  tubject. 

Mr.  CLAY  aaid  lome  of  the  objects  prayed  for  this 
Goveranent  bad  no  power  to  grant,  however  alarming 
t>  these  religious  people  the  evtli  complained 

of  and  the  progresi  of  p-^pacy  might  be.  But  there 
vas  oiM  object  which  Mr.  C.  thought  might  be  a  prop- 
tr  Mbjf  et  of  inquiry,  being  within  the  power  of  Con- 
Itrea)  and  that  was  a  change  in  oor  laws  of  nkturaliza- 
ikm.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  memorial  be  re> 
(errttA  to  the  Judiciary  Committee;  and  it  was  so  refer- 
red. 

THE  TRRASURT  CIRCULAR. 

Mr.  WALEER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lsn^la^  to  vbom  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bbhtoit  for  sn  inqui* 
TT  into  the  conduct  of  the  deposite  banks,  &c.  was  re- 
ferred, moved  that  the  above  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  connderation  of  said  motion,  and  that  it 
be  reCeired  to  the  Committee  on  Finance- 
Mr.  BENTON  said  be  thought  it  a  grand  joke  that 
thr^e  or  four  days  ader  a  bill  had  been  brought  in  by  the 
Comaittee  on  the  Public  Lands,  on  the  subject  with 
wUch  his  motion  was  connected,  after  the  occasion  for 
■kiofk  that  motioA  was  presented  had  entirely  gone  by, 
fte  gestleman  should  now  propose  to  hsve  the  exnmina- 
'  Am  proposed  by  the  motion,  and  by  another  committee. 
'  til  tboaght  the  Land  Committee  ought  to  heve  acted  on 
||A  anotion,  or  turned  over  the  whole  subject  to  another  . 
■ipBiltee. 

^Mr.  WALKER  said  that,  inaimuch  as  the  Committee 
'  tm  fbe  Public  Lands  had  been  arraigned  before  the  Sen- 
hv  the  mover  of  that  resolution,  ["motion,"]  lie 
Vipca  he  would  be  pardobed  for  giving  the  reasons  for 
jMrhirgmfl-  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands.  That 
molation  was  not  transmitted  to  the  committee  till  some 
Am  sAer  the  committee  had  commenced  eonsidering 
i||e  Mbject  of  the  Treasury  order*  or,  at  least,  it  bad  not 
•MM  vHiultaneotuly  with  the  Treasury  order  to  the 
ftlMMttee.   It  was,  moreover,  the  opinion  of  the  com* 
'alBce,  llwt  if  they  proceeded  to  act  on  the  matter  of 
Hbt  readhition,  [Mr.  Bkbtos's,]  there  could  be  no  ac- 
bjr  Congress  this  session,  on  the  subject  of  the 
T^rmary  order;  and  it  was  the  desire  of  every  member 
•fflle  committee  that  such  action  should  be  htd.  II 
maU  have  consumed  the  time  of  the  committee  for 
jaonlba^  and  it  would  even  have  been  necessary  to  carry 
tte  required  examination  into  the  recess  of  Congress. 

Sir.  w.  said  that,  although  he  had  assented  to  the  ref* 
c  fence  irf  the  subject  of  the  Treasury  order  to  the  Com* 
mVttee  on  the  Public  Lands^  he  had  done  so  with  the  ut- 
mart  refuetance. 

Mr.  BENTON  ssid  the  subject  of  the  Treasury  order 
wie  referfgd  to  the  Land  Committee  late  on  the  evening 
of  the  Sifli  inst.»  and  bis  resohition  was  sent  to  that  com. 
wiHee  se  cnrhf  as  it  cooM  be  on  the  morning  of  the  ISih. 
Tlut  rcfolntion  had  also  been  laid  on  the  table  at  the 
irry  eomDcnceotent  of  the  proceedings  on  the  Treasu- 
ry ur«]«r,  so  that  every  one  might  see  it.  But  if  there 
WIS  not  ihen  time  to  carry  (hat  resolution  into  effect, 
»hy,  at  this  hte  dsy,  was  it  proposed  to  refer  it  to 


another  committee,  and  to  a  committee,  too,  of  wbi^ 
Mr.  B.  was  a  member?  Rov  would  this  thing  tell  in 
the  newspapers,  that  the  gentleman  who  moved  to  make 
these  inquiriea  should  proceed  to  make  tbent  himself? 

Mr.  RING,  of  Alabama,  said  this  resolution  passed 
without  attracting  his  attention,  or  else  be  would  have 
opposed  ita  passage.  If  it  was  intended  to  impede  the 
action  of  the  eommttteet  it  would  have  done  so  efTeetual- 
1y.  And  if  there  was  a  real  intention  of  obtaining  the 
information  called  for,  it  could  not  be  obtained  during 
ttie  session.  He:  could  see  no  practical  good  to  result 
from  ita  reference  now  to  the  Finance  Committee.  He 
therefore  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  sod  that 
the  motion  for  a  simple  dischsrfre  should  first  be  tried. 
The  gentleman  might  then  make  such  disposition  as  he 
thought  proper  of  bis  resolution. 

Mr.  E  WING  said  the  subject  of  the  resolution  proper* 
ly  snd  exclusively  belonKo  to  the  Finance  Committee. 
He  also  had  known  nothing  of  the  resolution  since  It  was 
first  laid  on  the  table  till  this  morning.  He  thought 
it  better  to  divide  thf  question,  and  leave  the  reaotution 
in  the  hands  of  the  mover. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  discharg'ng  the  com- 
mittee, and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  would  here  sUte  to  the  whole 
Senate  that  he  desired  his  resolution  to  be  referred  to 
the  committee  of  which  he  was  a  member.  It  wM  ac* 
cordingly  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  which  was  the  land  bill,  as  amended  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  question  being  on  so  amending  the  bill  as  to  re* 
quire  a  residence  by  the  settler  of  but  one  year  to  gel  a 
title  to  his  land,  it  was  negatived:  Yeas  12,  nays  33. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  then  proposed  to  substitute  a  rendenee 
of  two  years.  The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
WALKER,  KINO  of  Alabama,  LINN,  and  TIPTON, 
and  opposed  by  Mr.  EWINO.  af  being  wholly  inefficient 
m  the  object  proposed.  Mr.  E.  stated  that  be  had  a  dif* 
ferent  proposition  to  offer,  which,  as  he  supposed,  would 
secure  the  object  of  confining  the  sale  of  public  lands  to 
actual  settlers,  and  which  he  sent  to  the  table  to  be  print- 
ed. The  printing  was  ordered;  but  the  question  being, 
in  the  mean  while,  taken  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Grckdt,  it  was  carried:  Yeas  2r,  nays  11. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  he  ahould 
hereafter  offer;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WALKER,  from  the  I.and  Committee,  propoMd 
sundry  minor  amendmenta,  nut  touching  the  general  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill.  The  whole  of  the  various  amendments 
were  directed  to  be  imbodied,  and  printed  all  together, 
in  iheir  order;  when  the  firther  consideration  of  the  bilt 
was  made  the  order  of  the  d«y  for  Monday  next. 

After  tranaacting  some  other  business. 

The  Senate  aitjourned. 

MoRDiT,  jAircAnT  33. 
PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Af^er  going  through  the  usual  morning  business^ 
The  Banale  proceeded  to  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  whwwai  the  bill  to  confine  the  aale  of  the  public 
land  to  actual  lettlers  only. 

Mr.  WALKER,  cliairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Pubfte  landfv  who  has  charge  of  the  bill,  expressed  hia 
approbation  of  an  amendment  offered  on  Saturday  by 
Mr.  EwiHo,  and  which  provides  that  land  entered*  and 
forfeited,  by  non-reaidence,  under  the  bill,  mirbt  be  en- 
tered by  others  who  shall  prove  the  fact  of  such  non-res- 
idence oy  the  firtt  occnpatit,  and  proposed  to  modify  it 
by  a  provision  that,  when  t«-o  or  more  penoi^^houla  so 
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clkim  the  forfeiled  land,  who  inbftbit  the  Mine  quarter 
■e«ion,  the  preference  shall  be  given  to  the  first  occu- 
pant; and  that  none  of  the  otben  should  get  "floats," 
().  e.  pre-emption  rtghti^  to  be  located  on  any  land  not 
entered  elsewhere.) 

In  consequence  of  some  objections  to  the  term  "float," 
as  unknown  (o  the  Isw  and  undefined,  he  agreed  to  wsItc 
the  hitter  clause  entirely,  as  being,  in  substance,  pro- 
Tided  for  in  other  parts  of  Ihe  bill.  The  residue  of  his 
amendment  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Ewiia 
wu  then  agreed  to. 

Hr.  W.  also  proposed  several  other  Tcrbal  amend- 
mentS)  which  were  agreed  to, 

Mr.  TIPTON  then  moved  an  amendment,  introducing 
the  principle  of  graduation,  and  providing  that  land  re- 
maining unsold  for  ten  years  should  be  sold  for  one  dol- 
lar  an  acret  and  if  remaining  for  hfteen  yeani,  at  seventy- 
five  oents  the  acre,  with  a  proviso  that  not  more  than 
160  acrea  b«  sold  to  anyone  man;  on  which  he  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EWING,  thinking  ihii  a  fit  opportunity  to, go  in- 
to the  general  principles  of  the  bill,  and  the  subject  of 
Ihe  public  lands  generally,  addressed  the  Senate  in  a 
Bpeecb  which,  with  his  conaeitt,  wai  interrupted  by  a 
motion  for  adjournment.  I'he  motion,  having  been  sus- 
pended f9r  some  previoua  motions  fior  the  printii^  of 
documents,  prevailed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

TviaoATt  Jakvabt  34. 
MARINE  CORPS. 

Mr.  PRESTON  ofTered  the  following  resolutioni 
which  was,  by  consent,  adopted: 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affun  be  in- 
structed to  Inquire  into  the  construction  of  the  act  of  the 
30ih  June,  1834,  regulating  the  pay  of  the  marine  corps, 
by  the  Founb  Auditor,  and  into  the  propriety  of  any 
further  legislation  thereon. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  when  ofiering  this  resolution,  re- 
marked that  he  understood  the  design  of  the  above-na- 
med act  was  to  put  the  pay  of  the  marine  corps  on  the 
same  footing  with  that  of  the  infantry  of  the  army,  The 
construction  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  had  made  it  lower, 
contrary,  he  thought,  to  the  (lesign  of  Congreas. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Mr.  Pesitoit  having  referreil  to 
him)  said  lie  had  already  given  notice  that  he  wished  lo 
introduce  a  bill  to  remedy  the  construstrnn  of  the  Fourth 
Auditor,  and  he  was  prevented  from  introducing  it  only 
by  information  (hat  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  oilier 
House  had  reported  a  bill  on  the  subject.  He  was,  how- 
ever, gratified  that  Hr.  P.  bad  turned  his  attention  to 
the  lubject. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  sales 
of  the  public  lands,  except  to  actual  settlers,  and  in  lim- 
ited quantities. 

The  question  pending  was  on  Mr.  Tiptok's  smend- 
ment,  offered  yesterday,  to  the  first  section  of  the  bill, 
• '  that  all  lands  that  have  been  in  the  market  ten  years, 
and  remain  untold,  shall  be  sold  for  seventy-five  cents 
an  acret  >nd  all  that  have  five  years,  shall  be  disposed  nf 
at  one  doHari  provided  that  not  more  than  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  be  sold  to  one  purchaser.  ^ 

Mr.  EWINO  concluded  his  remarks,  as  given  entire 
In  succeedinff  pages. 

Mr.  E.  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President :  As  it  is  my  purpose  lo  examine  this 
subject  with  some  care  and  exacinesa,  and,  as  fiirasin  my 
power,  show  it  to  the  Senate  in  its  true  colors  and  pro- 
portions, 1  find  it  necessary,  in  the  outset,  to  spend  a  few 
moments  in  clearing  it  of  some  of  the  rubbish  with  which 
it  is  orcrlud  and  stirruunded. 


[Jm.  34, 183r. 


The  bill  now  under  cooaidccalioQ  is  the  successw,  aot 
exactly  legitimate,  of  one  iotrodiioed  by  «*  colleague  at 
the  eomraetwement  of  the  seasioa,  far  liiwtii^f  the  mkt 
of  the  public  land  to  actual  settlers.  That  plain,  unpre. 
tending  proposition  was  what  it  proFened  to  be,  ud 
nothing  elset  the  title  declared  the  object  of  the  bill,  and 
thoUigh  f  thought  (he  measure  impracticable,  I  rouldnot 
but  feel  Ihe  justness  of  the  motion,  and  the  straight-fo^ 
ward  means  proposed  toefTeel  the  object.  That  Ull  was 
referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public  Lands^  and  we  have 
here,  reported  back,  in  its  name  and  in  its  place,  what  is 
now  before  asi  and  the  title  is  all  that  is  left,  eitbcroftbe 
letter  or  spirit  of  the  original  bill.  Bat,  even  this  will 
relic  of  what  the  bill  once  was,  if  1  divine  aright,  it  des- 
tined to  be  obliterated  and  destroyed.  Tbe  title  ii  not 
descriptive  of  the  contents  of  the  bill,  nor  is  it  lufBcttttt- 
ly  magniloquent.  When  the  bill  arrives  at  such  itage 
that  it  will  be  in  order,  we  shall  have  a  motion  to  ammd 
it,  and,  if  the  motion  prevail,  it  will  become  "AbiHta 
arrest  moaopoliea  of  the  public  landsi"  fiic  6ic.  hx-x 
the  title  is  long'  and  high  sounding,  and  ia  to  be  found  it 
large  in  the  journal  of  laat  year,  and  1  will  not  no#  de- 
tain ihe  Senate  by  reading  it.  I  will,  however,  endearor 
to  sliow,  before  I  sit  down,  what  name  it  really  nnits< 
for  1  intend  to  discuss  its  provisions,  not  its  title. 

This  debate  baa  been  freely  interlarded  with  high  de- 
nunciation against  a,  class  of  our  fellow-citisens  called 
*' speculators" — men  who  purchase  public  land  ettter 
for  aubaequent  sale,  or  that  it  may  lie  by,  ai  an  iavefl- 
ment  of  money  to  raise  in  value,  and  become  a  resource 
in  after  life,  or  an  outfit  for  their  children.  And  1  bare 
observed,  alao,  what  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  tboie 
who  denounce  these  "  speculators"  the  most  loudly  and 
the  most  frequently,  on  this  floor  and  elsewhere,  are 
those  who  understand  them  beat,  and  who  are  themielvei 
the  most  deeply  ei^ged  in  tbe  vocation  whidi  they  | 
thus  condemn.  This  is  generally,  perhapa  nnivenaUf, 
the  case.  This  dlsinterestednesa  of  gentlemen  wbo  coo-  ! 
demn  thua  openly  their  own  calling,  and  dense  lav^  I 
intended,  as  tliey  say,  to  check  and  put  it  down,  renriadi 
me  of  an  incident  in  modern  biatory  worthy  to  be  re- 
membered. 

When  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon  was  convicted  belors 
Parliament  fur  receiving  presents  from  suitors,  vliich 
bore  a  very  strong  resemblance  to  bribes^  and  »a«  r^ 
moved  from  office,  he  waa  the  forennost  in  proposiiig  tad 
concocting  measures  which  should  thereafter  effectuilly 
keep  off  such  templaiion  and  sin  in  future,  and  most  cc^ 
tainiy  protect  the  purity  of  the  bench.  It  reminds  mct 
also,  of  a  lite  occasion  on  wbi<^'the  gentleman  fnm 
Virginia  [Mr.  Rives]  near  me  was  so  deeply  impreoed 
with  the  aristocracy  of  the  Senate — himself  cerUinly  iwt 
the  least  aristocratic  of  ila  membera— that  he  felt  coastraiii' 
ed  lo  turn  **  Statea*  evidence*"  or,  perhaps  ratfier,  "pM* 
ple'scvidenee,"  against  the  whole  body,  himself,  ofcoamt 
inclusive,  though  I  believe  he  did  not  suggest  any 
for  the  enormity  which  he  exposed.  Now,  this  is  *» 
rightiand  it  ia  honorablet  and  it  ia  unqneationablf  an* 
cere.  I  lake  no  exceptionato  it,  but  merely  w>tiee  it 
among  the  passing  incidents  of  the  times.  . 

Now,  sir,  I  will  say  a  few  words  as  to  this  c'*'?*" 
dividuals  who  are  so  much  the  theme  of  discuwoaaM 
of  Btueki  ami,  that  my  opinion  may  have  the  vra 
weight,  I  can  assure  the  Senate  that  I  am  neither  w 
aristocrat  nor  a  speculator  in  public  lands.  I  do  Mt 
know  that  I  have  been  accused  hereof  the  one  or  the 
other,  but  I  have  heard  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
the  House  talk  loudly  and  harshly  of  speculators,  ai» 
those  who  favor  speculations,  while,  at  the  same  tiBi*i 
they  made  strong  geatures  towards  Ihe  benches  hue* 
As  it  referred  to  no  one  in  particular,  I  eoaki  onqr  ap- 
propriate lo  myself  my  jusi  distributive^dhafeof  the ifr 
preach  which,  leMene^by  division,  vwMAlftPiit  Mai* 
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Tct  that  Diodteuin,  insi^ifieint  as  it  may  be,  I  am  pre- 
parad  to  diapoae  of.  I  therefore  aay*  once  for  all,  that 
I  am  irholly  free  firotn  the  offence  of  harinif  crer  pur. 
timaeA  pablie  land  or  any  thing  else  from  the  General 
Goreronient.  And  1  have  no  sympathy,  aave  that  of 
general  gtwd-witl  to  all  mankind,  with  any  who  I  know 
hare  to  purchateH.  I  never  entered  an  acre  of  public 
land  in  my  life,  and  do  not  know  that  I  ever  shall)  nor 
do  I  know  that  any  friend,  or  even  acquaintance  of  mine, 
'm  en^ged  in  these  purchases.  My  neighbors,  it  is 
tniea  in  wboie  welfiire  I  take  great  interest,  do  some* 
fimec  raiae  a  little  spare  money  and  go  to  the  Weat  and 
purchase  a  quarter  or  a  half  section  of  land,  to  settle  a 
son  who  is  about  to  arrive  at  the  years  of  manhood,  for 
which  they  pay  the  cash  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
State*;  and  until  gentlemen  aatisfjr  roe,  more  fully  than 
ther  have  yet  done,  of  the  impropriety  of  the  thinir,  I 
shall  esteem  them  none  the  leas  for  it,  nor  bhall  I  the  lem 
assiduously  adrocate  their  interests  and  their  rights. 

But,  in  declaring  my  utter  exemption  from  all  partici- 
pation, direct  or  indirect,  in  that  kind  of  investment 
which  is  here  condemned  in  such  unmeasured  terms,  I 
do  not  at  all  admit  the  truth  or  jiutice  of  the  j'ldgment 
which  condemns  it.  It  is  a  use  money  that  is  suppn- 
srd  to  be  unpopular,  and  it  is  no  new  artifice  to  exclaim 
against  it,  aa  if  it  were  a  crime,  until,  by  force  of  voice 
and  repetition,  it  may  come  to  be  esteemed  so;  and  whst 
a  more  to  the  purpose,  those  who  are  most  deeply  en- 
.CHfed  in  it,  by  being  loud  and  vociferous  in  its  condem- 
Mtioo,  throw  off  all  suspicion  from  themselves,  and 
stand  the  pure  advocates  ot  the  people's  rights,  and  the 
Tery  antagonist  principle  of  alt  speculation  and  monopo- 
ly. But,  air,  I  ace  no  objection  to  lliis  mode  of  invest- 
money  when  you  have  it  to  spare,  and  can  make  no 
better  use  of  it.  If  it  be  fairly  done,  it  is  a  fgir,  and  ju&t, 
and  honest  mode  of  acquiring  property.  The  United 
States,  by  a  public  law,  and  a  public  proclamation,  of- 
fers its  land  for  sale  at  a  stipulated  pricet  an  individual, 
»bo  b  desirous  of  possessing  the  land,  goes  and  purcha- 
ses, and  pays  his  money.  Now,  wliy,  I  ask,  does  any 
one  here  apply  to  this  act,  or  the  man  who  does  it,  op- 
probrious epiihets?  Why  accuse  him?  Why  denounce 
him?  If  he  had  bought  fifty  hogsheads  of  sugar,  or  a 
hundred  bales^  of  cotton,  he  would  be  just  as  criminal, 
and  deaerve  just  the  same  opprobrium  and  reproach 
from  (he  members  of  our  National  Legislature.  Gen- 
tlemen are  mistaken  t  these  purchases  and  speculations, 
in  which  they  and  their  friends  are  so  deeply  engaged, 
are  not  criminal,  nor  even  improper  in  themselves. 
They  are  liable,  indeed,  and  especially  liable,  to  be 
contaminated,  by  fraud  or  Ibrce,  or  combinations  among 
purchasers,  and  collusion  with  public  ofiicerst  but  from 
these  they  and  all  honorable  men,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
are  free.  They  therefore  pronounce  a  harsh  and  un* 
joat  judgment  on  their  own  acts,  and  I  am  prepared  to 
defend  them  againat  themselves  before  the  Senate  and 
the  nation. 

[Hr.  WuKim  here  rose  to  explain.  If  the  gentle- 
man's atluMon  was  to  any  thing  he  had  ftaid,  so  far  from 
criminating  purchasers  of  this  description,  he  had,  in 
the  report  accompanying  this  bill,  expressed  many  of  the 
same  sentiments  just  uttered  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 
He  bad  denounced,  and  ever  should  denounce,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  those  speculators  who  attended  public 
sales  after  having  taken  down  the  numbers  of  lots  im- 
jiTOved  by  actual  settlers,  and  bid  them  off  over  their 
head,  thus  depriving  them  vf  their  homes  and  the  fruit  of 
an  their  1<riL] 

Hr.  RwiHO.  I  reicrrrd  to  (he  Senator  from  Missis- 
'rippi  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  and  also  to  others  who, 
in  both  bnnchea  of  Congress,  habitually  use  the  same 
ciwrse  of  remark.  But  I  accept  the  expUnation  with 
plcaaoref  and  regret  ibal  absence  from  the  ScnMe  pre- 


vented my  hearing  the  Senator's  principal  speedi  on  this 
subject,  and  that  a  pressure  f»f  businem  sineo  my  return 
has  not  allowed  roe  time  to  read  his  report  accompany- 
ing this  bill.  My  remarks,  so  far  ^  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  isconcerned,  applied  to  several  short  speeches 
of  his  on  incidental  questions  touching  the  bill,  which 
have  arisen  within  a  few  days  past.  But  I  cannot  concur 
with  him  in  the  distinction  which  he  draws  between 
those  who  purchase  occupied  and  unoccupied  lands  of 
the  United  States.  When  alt  are  offered  in  open  mar- 
ket fairly  for  salet  when  all  who  desire  to  bin  are  in- 
vited by  law  to  become  bidders,  I  cannot  recognise  the 
right  of  any  individual  to  press  forward  upon  a  choice 
piece  of  the  public  land,  before  the  sale,  againat  law. 
Nor  can  1  admit  that,  by  so  doing,  be  makes  the  lawful 
purchaser  amenable  to  censure,  any  wherb,  for  purcha- 
sing according  to  law.  The  proposition  is  monstrous  in 
itself,  and  it  must  be  a  diseased  state  of  public  morals 
that  caii  hold  it  for  a  moment  either  reasonable  or  just. 
My  guide  on  this  subject  is  the  law — those  who  purchase 
according  to  its  letter  and  its  spirit,  and  who  neither 
break  through  nor  evade  its  provisions,  no  matter  how 
much  or  how  little  they  may  buy,  and  no  matter  who 
may  have  intruded  upon  the  land  liefore  the  purchase,  I 
hold  them  in  that  matrer  blamelessi  and,  as  far  as  my  in. 
fornution  goes,  in  nearly  all  the  cases  in  which  occupied 
land  is  purchased  the  squatter  is  paid  many  times  over 
the  value  of  his  improvements;  and  often  permitted  to 
remain  and  en[oy  them. 

The  sales  of  land  in  large  quantities  to  large  capital- 
istv,  aa  a  matter  of  public  policy,  is  liable  to  some  injec- 
tions, though  it  produces  good  ss  well  as  evil  conse- 
quences. The  evil  is  sullictently  obvious,  and  being  a 
very  happy  subject  for  popular  declamation,  It  has  been 
reiterated,  I  know  not  how  oHen,  already  in  this  debate. 
That  which  occurs  to  me  aa  substantial,  and  which  we 
can  obviate  by  legislation,  without  producing  other  and 
worse  mischief,  are,  the  entries,  by  an  individual  or  com- 
pany, of  many  small  tracts,  as  of  forty  or  eighty  acrea, 
in  commanding  points,  all  over  the  country,  or  what  ia 
called  dotting,  thereby  compelling  purchasers  of  the 
neighboringtractatopay  enormous  prices  for  such  choice 
spots;  but  it  will  be  seen  that  this  bill,  so  far  from  rem- 
edying that  evil,  makea  it  infinitely  worse.  No  man  can 
.now  enter  more  than  two  forty-acre  tracta,  and  one  of 
those  subject  to  certain  conditions—proximity  to  his 
farm;  but  if  this  bill  becomes  a  law  in  its  present  shape, 
he  may  enter  no  less  than  thirty-two  of  those  small 
tracts,  and  he  may  select  them  any  where  on  the  public 
lands  between  the  northern  extremity  of  Wisconsin  and 
the  southern  cape  of  Florida.  The'  entries  of  large 
tracts  by  great  capitalists,  with  a  view  to  enhance  their 
value  by  great  and  important  improvements,  such  as 
railroads,  canals^  harbors,  cities,  have  produced,  and 
are  producing,  the  most  important  advantages  to  the 
districts  of  country  in  which  they  are  situated.  Look  at 
the  southern  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  whole  coast 
of  Lake  Michigan,  and  see  the  towna  and  cities  which 
are  rising  up  on  their  borders,  under  the  fostering  care 
of  capital  and  intelligence,  and  jou  will  aee  at  once  the 
full  alrength  of  this  position.  The  scatterrrd  resources 
of  a  thousand  individually  who  should  have  purchased 
each  his  quarter  section  of  land  in  the  nngnborhocid, 
could  not  have  produced  such  mighty  results  in  half  a 
century  as  have  been  brought  about  in  a  few  years  by 
the  investment  of  accumulated  capital.  It  has  facilita- 
ted migration  by  the  establiethment  of  lines  of  steam- 
boats beta-een  the  cities  on  the  esatern  shore  of  the 
lake  and  those  remote  western  points  which  a  few  years 
ago  were  a  wilderness.  It  has  opened  harbors,  drained 
swamps,  built  wharves  and  erected  warehousrs,  trans, 
ferring  the  business  and  bustle  sndwuimfort  and  intelli- 
gence of  an  old  and  cqttgmSedb^onii^jUl^gvSbe  very 
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bnrt  of  our  remote  Weitern  fbretU.  Fortunet,  per- 
Iwps,  are  made  or  augmented  bytt,  bat  !t  It  well.  The 
value  of  latid  is  enhanced  greatljr  all  around  theae  select- 
ed tpotf,  but  this  also  is  well)  it  itt  juat  reward  of  enter- 
priae  and  public  spirit,  and  it  in^urea  no  one,  for  the 
broad  prariea  of  the  interior  are  ttill  open  to  the  grazier, 
tnd  the  pbunt  and  woodlandt  to  the  farmer,  at  the  Gov- 
ernment price,  and  a  nearer  and  more  extensire  market  is 
open  to  mm  in  the  new  and  flouririiing  cities  which  arise 
on  thtM  choice  aelected  tpota.  I  a<n  not,  therefore,  pre- 
pared to  condemn,  even  at  a  matter  of  public  policy, 
the  countenance  which  our  present  lawt  give  to  thit 
kind  of  inTcttment  by  the  eipitatist.  Much  less  amj 
disposed  to  join  in  the  denunciation  of  Ibote  who,  under 
and  pursuant  to  our  laws  adopt  this  mode  of  inresting 
their  aurplua  digital.  Gentlemen  even  here  are  perhaps 
too  much  in  the  habit  of  addressing  tbemtelTea  to  the 
loweat  passions  of  the  lowest  portion  of  society,  and, 
while  they  Ibemselvei  are  insatiate  in  their  thirst  for 
riches,  speak  of  poverty  as  if  it  were  a  merit,  a  goo<l 
thing  in  itself — and  wealth,  or  eren  competency,  at  if 
it  were  a  crime.  I,  for  one,  unite  in  nothing  uf  this 
feeling  or  expretaioni  if  a  young  man  tbowi  liimseir 
industrious,  enterprising,  and  intellij^nt,  «)d  bids  Riir 
to  rise  in  the  world  by  these  quantict,  I  am  not  pre- 

Eared,  at  a  ttatctman,  to  tell  him  that  the  moment 
e  baa  risen  he  wilt  bare  lost  his  claim  to  the  affec- 
tions of  hit  country  and  the  retpect  and  regard  of 
its  rulers.  And  in  our  country,  where  industry,  bq. 
briety,  and  prudence,  will  in  almost  all  cases  raise  a  man 
to  competence,  1  do  not  think  that  mere  poverty,  too 
often  the  result  of  indolence  and  intemperance,  is  of  it- 
self tufBcient  to  entitle  the  individual  to  our  Rpecial  af- 
fections and  regard.  In  my  opinion,  paverty  and  wealth 
are,  or  ought  to  be,  out  of  the  question.  I  eateem  a 
man  none  the  more  and  none  the  leas  for  being  pour  or 
richt  and  in  legislation  1  know  not  how  we  can  discrim- 
inate between  American  ciiizens  according  lo  their  prop- 
erty. And  1  contend,  and  am  prepared  to  defend  the 
propoaition,  (hat  the  man  whom  industry,  temperance, 
and  intellect,  have  enabled  to  acquire  a  competenci*,  is 
at  meritorious  as  one  whom  indolence,  intemperance,  and 
Imprudence,  hare  kept  poor. 

I  therefore  put  out  of  the  question  all  (hat  has  been 
said  about  and  against  capitalists  and  speculators.  1  join 
in  tbe  denunciaiion  of  no  clau  of  our  feHow-citizena  who 
puraue  a  business  which  the  law  authorizesi  and  I  do 
not  make,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  make,  any  efTorts  to  put 
(hem  down.  But,  on  the  other  band,  I  will  not  consent 
to  pass  any  law  which  shall  operate  against  (he  mass  of 
the  community— against  the  small  capitalist,  the  farmer, 
the  mechanic,  tbe  laborer — for  the  special  benefit  of  any 
class  of  speculators,  howerer  great  their  power  or  dem- 
ocratic  their  professionsi  and  I  believe  it,  that  many  of 
the  executive  officers,  tome  of  the  rery  highest,  next  to 
the  President  himself,  are  deeply  concerned  in  ttiete 
land  speculations.  It  is  also  said,  and  I  believe  it,  that 
some  in  this  chamber  and  in  the  other  House  are  also 
members  of  these  Urge  joint  stock  companies,  which 
have  purchased  (o  an  immense  amount.  I  charge  no 
one  in  partieuhr,  nor  do  1  present  it  as  a  matter  of 
charget  but  I  name  it  to  caution  gentlemen  who  are  so 
engaged  and  so  interested,  that  they  do  not  permit  their 
private  interest,  unawares  to  themselves,  to  glide  in  and 
mingle  with  the  performance  of  a  public  trust.  How 
can  those  who  are  to  engaged,  and  who  have  so  pur- 
chased to  the  full  extent  of  all  their  available  means, 
bow  can  they  now,  as  lawgivers,  say  to  the  rest  of  the 
community,  you  shall  not  purchase — the  public  sales 
dtall  be  cimed  against  you— and  if  you  wish  to  buy,  come 
10  uB{  we  have  land  to  sell  in  abundance,  and  we  will 
sell  it  to  all  who  will  pay  for  it,  without  discrimination, 
we  sell  it  embarrataedby  no  troublesome  conditions^ 


Gentlemen,  It  is  true,  could  not  be  operated  apOD  by 
motives  of  Ibis  kind,  but  it  were  well  to  vmd  the 
appearance  of  evilt  and  as  this  bill  will,  if  it  beeone  s 
Uw,  have  tbe  direct  effect  of  drivrng  jjurchsten  fraa 
the  Government  to  the  speculator,  and  as  it  is  to  cootiB. 
tie  in  force  about  long  enough  to  enable  these  brp 
companies  to  make  sale  of  the  twenty  millions  of  acm 
which  they  have  now  on  hand,  tbe  public  will  atlribate 
io  them  this  at  one  of  the  motives  whidk  indoeed  tbe 
pasaage  of  tbe  act.  lliey  wilt  be  (he  more  incfiaed  lo 
(hink  so,  at  tfais  act  is  not,  and  they  will  see  that  it  ii 
not,  what  it  is  pretended  to  be.  It  is  not  a  bill  to  coo* 
firm  the  salea  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlent  ud 
an  amendment  which  would  produce  that  rffrat,  kid  on 
the  table  by  myself,  (not  offered,  for  I  could  not  aip- 
port  any  proposition  which  would  deny  to  ny  fellov- 
citizens  the  right  of  purchasing  lands  to  settle  ibrir 
cbildrm)— an  amendment  which  would  have  pradoced 
that  effiset,  met  with  the  universal  disapprobtrios  of  (be 
friends  of  this  bill.  This  bill,  therefore,  ii  sot,  ind (he 
people  will  aee  (hst  it  is  not,  what  it  purporti  lo  be-, 
and  its  effect,  which  is  the  important  matter,  vtAbeto 
raise  at  once  some  fifty  qr  a  hundred  per  cent,  tbe  prae 
of  tbe  lands  already  in  the  hands  of  the  large  ipecuk- 
tors,  of  whom  the  lawgivers,  who  are  about  lopavtbii 
bill,  form  a  very  respectable  part,  and  whose  mtndi  n 
the  executive  Departments  form  another  portton  sol 
less  hti^  and  rrapectable.  If  this  law  pats,  a  meiabef 
of  one  of  those  companies,  whose  profits  wooU  kiTe 
been  confined  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollir^  *>ll 
pocket  his  two  hundred  thousand.  For  tbii  it  vill  be 
said  he  may  very  well  break  out  in  terms  ofpstrirtpeio- 
dignation  against  speculators  and  capitalists  uhI  be  mf 
overflow  with  sympathy  for  tbe  poor  man.  Byt  ibe 
churlisli  and  ill-ns(ure(l  will  aver  that  the  nKiabenoi 
the  legislative  and  of  the  executive  Department^  «m 
hold  the  key  in  their  hands  bave  fed  until  tbey  vere  fall 
gorged  with  these  dwnlicB,  and  then  locked  'b*'*|*J| 
that  no  one  else  might  break  in  until  thry  were  rHdf 
themselves  to  return  and  renew  the  feast. 

I  have  said  that  the  amount  of  land  in  (hehsMiw 
speculators  is  about  twenty  millions  of  acrest  ifcs  ■ 
round  numbers  is  very  near  the  qaai.tity.  In  a  rrpan 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  present  last  year,  fro* 
Committee  on  Pbblic  Lands  I  estimated  the  nmwj 
wanted  for  actual  occupation  at  eight  roilHom  «if  saM 
yearly.  This  was  then  thought  loo  high,  bottiaewi 
verily  its  accuracy.  Year  before  hwt  ihe  talfi  sm<»«" 
ed  to  about  thirteen  millions  of  acres.  This  y*"^ 
amounted  to  more  than  twenty  millionsi  which,  t>W| 
my  estimate  of  what  is  wsnted  for  settlement  at  eshtS 
(and  every  one  admits  it  is  high  enough,)  it  •■'"^ 
in  the  hands  of  speculators  from  sixleen  to  l*^": 
linns  of  the  purchases  of  those  two  years.  The  abwT 
gregate  is  low  enough  at  twenty  millions.  This  iww" 
investment,  amounting  in  cash  (if  we  include  all  af» 
ses)  to  thirty  milliona  of  dollars,  has  more  ibaa 
ed  all  the  eapiial  that  can  be  turned  from  the  wjg 
business  of  the  country  to  this  object.   Those  ■"V? 

frublic  stations  and  command  political  inflafflce,or|W" 
riends  command  it,  have  become  borrowers 
mense  amount  of  the  pubUc  money  from  the  o»"" 
bankii  and  the  deposite  bill  of  the  lut  yesr  cut  ofw 
sources  of  their  supply,  and  compels  them  to  P^J/Jj 
into  (he  fountain  from  which  it  was  drawn  a  pcnW" 
their  borrowed  treasure.  This  state  of  tbiap law" 
make  this  business,  pushed  as  it  bu  been  to  y^^' 
Bonable  extent,  a  precarious  if  not  a  losing  b»»<|»^ 
less  the  Legislature  come  to  U»e  relief  of  mt^rrv^ 
era  ofthe  public  money.  Gentlemen  '"JJf.V^^ 
please  about  these  persons  if  ihqr  will  only  w  Mwn 
a  law  such  as  this.  If  they  wi^' 
dilions  of  the  satei  (tfi  jtf^^ 
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cfauen*  to  that  they  cannot  buy  of  Governmenli  but 
my  be  compelled  to  buy  of  the  ipeculator,  those  wbo 
hare  gone  fftrtbeat  in  proportion  to  their  resources,  and 
■re  compelled  to  uH,  will  thank  you  for  your  hard  names 
and  good  gifts.  And  they  have  no  reason  to  complain 
of  unklndnesst  the  Treasury  order  did  much  for  them, 
bat  that  cannot  endure  longt  the  public  exclaim  with  one 
voice  against  it,  and  it  must  go  down.  But  this  bill, 
wbieh  better  cfiiBCti  the  tame  object,  is  to  be  first  substi. 
tuted  in  its  stesd.  1  see*  however,  by  indleatinns  here, 
that  we  shall  not  touch  the  bill  rescinding  the  Treasury 
eircuUr  id  time  for  it  to  be  taken  up  In  the  other  House 
•nd  paned  into  a  law.  It  will  not  do  to  keep  up  that 
mdcr  to  oppress  the  country,  for  the  people  will  not 
endure  it  long.  It  is  to  be  rescinded,  but  not  by  an  act 
Coognaa.  We  shall  pats  such  act  through  this 
branch  near  the  close  of  the  sessioni  it  will  be  lost  in  the 
other  House  For  want  of  time;  and  thus  it  will  be  reserved 
nntil  after  the  4tb  of  March,  that  its  final  recinon  may  be 
a  feather  in  the  cap  of  the  new  administration.  1  infer 
thia  from  the  ftct  that  this  bill,  for  which  the  people  do 
not  call,  is  pressed  in  advance  of  the  bill  to  rescind  the 
Treasury  order.  And  when  I  moved  the  other  day  to 
take  up  that  bill,  I  received  a  most  significant  intimation, 
from  a  gentleman  whose  word  is  law  here,  that  I  might 
^>are  my  eff'orts,  for  they  were  useless}  and  it  proved  so — 
the  party  refused  to  lake  up  the  bill. 

Having  considered  some  matters  which  touch  this  bill 
collaterally,  and  which,  if  it  pass,  will  really  have  more 
influence  on  its  passsge  than  any  intrinsic  merit  which  it 
poaaesses,  1  will  now  proceed  to  consider  some  of  the 

ftrovisioDs  of  the  bill  itself,  and  show  how  far  forth  it  is 
ikely  to  effect  iUprofessed  objects.   It  proposes  to  lim- 
it the  aalei  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settler^  and  that 
in  amall  quantities.   The  requirements  of  the  bill  in  tbst 
respect  are,  lit,  no  man  may  enter  under  one  of  the  sec* 
lions  of  tb'n  bill  more  than  1,380aereBof  landt  but  in  an- 
ottier  part  of  the  bill  he  is  very  generously  allowed  640 
acres  more  if  be  want  it,  to  eke  out  his  farmj  so  he  may 
purchase  1,930  acresi  and  thia  is  what  is  called  "small 
quantities."   The  settlement  provision  requires  that  the 
purchaser  should  reude  on  the  land  or  some  part  of  it 
one  jrear,  or— not  and — or  dear  and  cuhivate  one  tenth 
part  of  it  within  five  years<  Now,  the  clearing,  where 
one  tenth  part  of  the  tract  is  open  prairie  land,  is  not  a 
matter  of  much  difficulty  or  hardship,  it  requires  only 
the  burning  off  the  grass  in  November,  and  that  work  is 
done.    Then  the  cultivationt  what  ii  that,  and  how  is  it 
defined?   Is  it  the  passing  a  harrow  over  the  ground, 
and  sowing  tame  grass  seed  on  ilt    h  it  running  a  few 
furrows  across  a  tract  of  one  or  two  hundred  acres,  and 
planting  corn  rows  upon  it,  with  the  hilla  a  hundred 
yards  apart?   It  is  not  to  be  cultivated  well,  but  merely 
cultivated,  and  the  hct  of  cultivation  to  be  settled  by 
those  who  make  the  affidavit  before  the  regibter  and  re- 
ceiver, in  order  to  perfect  the  title..  Those,  then,  who 
Kve  upon  the  spot,  and  wbo  understand  it,  would  have 
Dothiog  to  do  but  to  put  up  a  log  cabin,  which  would 
cost  five  or  ten  dolUrs,  burn  the  grass  off  of  300  acres 
of  prairie,  and  run  a  plough  or  harrow  a  few  tioMS  acrus, 
ana  ww  or  plant  a  Uttle  giassseed  or  a  few  hiUs  of  corn, 
ud tba  cfmdition  of  the  law  requiring  "actual  settle- 
meat**  is  complied  with.    The  affidavit  Is  made,  and  the 
patent  obtained.    This  bill  leaves  the  fact  of  clearing 
and  cultivation  to  the  sound  discretion  and  clear  con- 
saencc  of  the  affidavit  man,  who  is  to  swear  to  it;  and  if 
there  be  any  other  reguUtion  or  restriction,  I  am  not  ad- 
vised of  it.    We  have  a  Committee  on  Agriculture,  it  is 
IHK,  of  which  my  honorable  friend  from  Kentucky  near 
me  is  a  nentbcr,  though  not  of  high  rank,  last  I  believe. 
[Nr.  Clat:  '*  last, but  not  leut."   A  lau^.]  This com- 
taitlM^  however,  has  not  yet  repot  ted  wbatshall  amount 
10  cultintiona  and  1  prcstune  it »  not  the  purpose  of  the 
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ebairmaif  of  the  Committee  on  Publlo  Lands  to  refer  this 

bill  to  them  for  their  opinion.  Now,  my  constituents 
who  reude  at  a  distance  from  the  public  Isnde,  and  who 
do  not  understand  this  mode  of  becoming  "actual  set- 
tlers" and  of  *■  clearing  and  cultivating  land,"  would  be 
unable  to  purchsse  of  the  Government  at  all,  and  would 
be  driven  to  buy  second  hand  of  those  who  understood 
the  matter  better,  or  of  the  speculators  who  have  alreadv 
on  hand  large  quantities  for  sale.  Gentlemen  who  ad* 
vocate  this  bill  see  in  it  a  remedy  for  many  great  politi- 
cal and  moral  evils;  among  others,  it  is  to  destroy  or  pre- 
vent that  dreadful  scourge,  **  a  surplus  and  distribution," 
for  which  they  evince  such  .a  holy  horror.  This  surplus 
was  a  very  good  thing  so  long  as  it  remained  in  the  de- 
poaite  banks,  and  was  by  them  lent  out  to  tliose  who 
wished  to  purchsse  public  land  "in  limited  quantities"— 
such,  for  example,  as  half  a  million  of  acres  to  a  nngle 
company)  but  when  you  come  to  distribute,  or  rather 
deposite  in  the  State  treasuries,  then  it  carries  with  it  M 
sorts  of  political  iniquity  and  corruption!  it  is  every  thing 
that  is  monstrous,  no  republican  can  bear  it,  and  this  bill 
is  to  put  an  end  to  the  mischieft  and  this  money,  which, 
if  distributed,  would  corrupt  the  whole  nation,  can  be 
safely  trusted  with  llie  gentlemen  and  their  constituents, 
withoutany  danger  of  corrupting  them.  Let  us,  ssy  they, 
be  the  exclusive  purchasers  of  the  public  landi  we  will 
not  take  much  of  it,  but  we  want  it  cheapt  but  save  us 
from  competition!  Do  not  peimit  the  Ohio  and  Penn- 
sylvania farmers,  rough,  rude  fellows  as  they  are,  to 
come  to  the  sales  with  their  little  wallets  of  cash,  and  bid 
against  us — us,  anti-monopolists — or  enter  the  land  that 
we  want,  while  we  are  waiting  to  raise  funds  to  secure 
itt  withdraw  all  this  provoking  competition,  pass  this  bill, 
and  make  It  unlawful  for  any  man  living  In  one  of  the  old 
States  to  come  to  the  new  to  purchase  Government  lands, 
and  we  will  let  the  tariff  alone,  we  will  adhere  to  ihe 
compromise  and  hold  it  sacred,  and  we  will  also  save 
you  from  the  inconvenience  of  a  surplus  and  the  perils  of 
distribution.  Some  of  these  gentlemen  reason  with  us 
mildly,  others  declaim  with  oratorical  vehemence.  Why, 
say  they,  should  you  collect  money  from  the  people 
which  you  do  not  want,  merely  to  distribute  it  smong 
tbemaj^n?  And  when  weanswer  that  itarises  out  of  the 
sale  ofthe  national  domain,  that  we  must  receive  or  stop 
these  sales,  and  when  received  we  must  preserve  it  in 
such  manner  as  to  render  the  most  service  to  the  whole 
country,  they  offer  to  relieve  us  of  all  this  inconveni- 
ence by  keeping  the  public  land  an<1  the  profits  on  it 
themselves;  thus  lightening  the  public  burdeha  by  pos- 
sessing themselves  of  the  public  properly.  You  have, 
say  they,  a  great  quantity  of  excellent  land,  which  is  a 
very  great  trouble  to  you i  we  and  our  constituents  will 
relieve  you  of  U  at  oncc)  but  do  not  let  the  people  of 
the  old  States  have  it,  or  any  part  or  lot  in  it  j  they  are 
speculators,  and  they  will  fill  your  Treasury  with  money, 
which  you  know  is  a  very  troublesome  thing.  We  who 
are  not  speculators,  but  who  know  how  to  make  muney 
by  dealing  In  bnd,  will  lake  it  without  embsrraiising  j  uu 
with  any  ihing  that  will  burden  your  Treasury. 

These  lands,  whifh  gentlemen  ask,  in  behalf  of  them- 
selves and  their  constituents,  the  exckiMTe  privilege 
of  purchaungat  the  minimum  price  of  $1  35  per 
acre,  are  worth,  by  their  own  showing,  from  $S  to 
$40  per  acre.  There  are  yet  undisposed  of  about 
one  thousand  millions  of  acres— not  all  of  such  great 
value,  but  worth,  nevertheless,  more  than  one  Ihouund 
millions  of  dollars.  Pass  this  bill,  and  follow  it  up,  as 
you  are  certain  to  do  if  you  once  make  the  commence- 
ment, and  there  will  be  fortunes  made  under  it,  such  as 
no  crowned  head  tn  Europe  can  boastt  Cratus  wu  a 
beggar  compared  wiili  the  industrious  and  unscrupulous 
speculator  under  this  bill.  Geoileiwivbefore  whose  eyes 
theae  golden  Ttiions  fli|)|gf(fe8!0LS'eB3gl@8hi  to 
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bite,  to  induce  other  c^ntletn«n  (o support  their  farorite 
meuure:  they  hata  the  tarifT,  but  tbey  will  endure  it) 
Ihey  do  Dot  tike  the  eompromiie,  but  they  will  tdbere 
to  it,  if  this  bill  can  be  passed  to  ease  the  Treasury  of  its 
cash,  and  reUeve  the  people  of  their  burdens.  The 
public  landg— en  unconstitutional  sarrender  or  the  pub- 
lic 1ands-4a  the  only  thing  that  can  reconcile  or  paciry 
(hem. 

Picific  as  I  am  inclined  to  be,  and  much  as  gentlemen 
have  operated  on  the  ea«nesa  of  my  disposition,  and 
(rreatly  aa  they  have  alarmed  my  fear^  I  am  not  yet 
disposed  to  make  them  this  taige  peace-offering,  until 
lam  assured  that  we  have  the  constitutional  power  to 
do  it  I  I  want  to  see  our  authority,  and  I  would  like,  Tur- 
ther,  to  know  that  we  can  do  it  and  be  just.  This  public 
domain  is  a  fund  placed  under  the  guardianship  of  Con- 
gress by  a  compact  prior  to  the  constitution,  and  which 
19  recognised  and  made  obligatory  by  that  sacred  instru- 
ment. And  Congress  is  bound,  by  that  compact,  to 
ditpoie  of  it  bonaiide  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  Slates, 
members  of  this  confederacy*  according  to  their  pro- 

Eertions  of  representative  population.  And  it  ought  to 
e  so,  for  it  was  bought  with  the  common  blood  and 
common  treasure  of  tbe  people  of  all  the  States,  old  as 
well  as  new)  for  I  acknowledge  no  pre-eminence  in  fa- 
vor of  Ihe  old  States.  Our  common  ancestors  fought  on 
their  soil  for  our  freedom;  and  they  (rhe  small  remnant 
of  Ihem)  and  their  descendants  (now  a  roigbly  people) 
are  ipread  over  our  whole  vast  territoryi  and  whereso- 
ever they  are,  they  hiherit  the  glory  as  well  as  the 
rights  of  their  fathers. 

These  public  land!,  then,  are  to  be  disposed  of  bona* 
Bde  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  the  Stales.  The  fund, 
of  which  we  are  thus  made  tbe  truster,  is  immense — 
worth  not  less  than  one  thousand  millions  of  dollars: 
this  is  now  admitted;  though  a  few  years  sgo,  when  the 
estimate  of  its  value  was  made  by  my  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Ur.  Ci.aT,]  it  vas  scouted  by  gentlemen  who 
then  wanted  to  get  the  land,  not  because  it  was  over* 
flowing  our  Treasury  with  money,  but  because  this  land 
was  not  worth  surveying  and  selling.  Gentlemen,  it  is 
true,  do  not  now  ask  it  as  a  gift,  but  tliey  admit  tbe 
choice  tracts  to  be  worth  from  $15  to  $40  per  acre.  And 
they  ank  us  to  withdraw  from  them  all  competition  at 
public  and  at  private  sales,  to  give  pre-emptions  to 
those  who  shall  intrude  on  the  land,  and  thus  secure  it 
to  tbcm  at  tl  35  per  acre.  They  only  ask  us  to  give 
them  from  about  $14  to  $39  an  acre  on  all  the  choice 
land  of  the  United  Statea  that  remains  to  be  sold.  These 
demand!),  it  must  be  admitted,  are  moderate,  especially 
when  addressed  to  a  trustee  who  is  bouad  to  administer 
the  fund  bonafide  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  who  have 
an  interest  in  it.  The  privilege,  therefore,  which  these 
gentlemen  ask- for  their  constituents,  or  those  who  shall 
become  so,  is  a  donation,  and  a  very  large  one.  It  is 
against  common  right,  and  it  promotes  no  meritorious 
object  whatever.  Suppose  it  to  induce  emigration:  is 
that  desirable  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  now  going  on^ 
Should  it  be  the  object  or  is  it  the  interest  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  sa  a  whole,  to  induce  by  bounties  the  citizens 
of  the  old  States,  on  or  near  the  seacoasi,  to  abandon 
their  farms  and  their  homes,  and  migrate  to  the  Wt»ii 

The  last  censua  ahowa  that  the  older  portions  of  the 
old  States  are  in  fact  depopulating.  From  tbe  -year 
1830  10  1830,  Virginia,  east  of  the  Dlue  Ridge,  loit  about 
100,000  of  its  population.  The  same  was  the  case, 
though  in  a  less  degree,  with  several  extensive  districts 
in  others  uf  the  old  Staten.  Now,  I  make  no  objection 
to  ihiit  btit  1  do  not  think  it  a  desirable  state  of  things. 
It  is  enough  for  us,  in  Ihe  West,  if  we  receive  the  nat- 
ural increase  of  the  population  of  the  old  Stalesi  and  it 
is  enough  for  them  if  their  hicreaaed  population  finds  an 
easy  ucesa  to  our  fresli  Uiidi^  and  a  cheap  Uodk  when 


ihey  come  among  us.  It  is  not  wise,  nor  is  it  necesnry, 
to  give  new  bounties  fur  emigrationi  nor  have  we  a 
right  to  do  it.  Suppose  Ihe  bounty  to  emigranb  pro* 
posed  in  this  bill  were  to  be  paid  in  money  oat  of  (be 
Treasury,  and  the  landa  were  aold  in  blr  and  opea 
market  to  raise  the  money,  would  any  gentleman  non 
the  old  St«te^  having  the  least  regard  for  the  righu 
and  interests  of  his  own  constituents,  consent  to  it,  or 
even  entertain  the  propowtion  for  a  moment?  I  Ihiok 
not.  And  where  is  the  differenced  It  ia  the  umethioy 
in  stibslance  and  effect;  the  mode  of  bringing  it  sboot 
gives  it  a  different  aspect. 

Having  considered  the  general  objects  of  the  biff, 
both  as  expressed  and  as  professed  by  its  advocslet,  1 
will  now  examine  some  of  its  provisions,  and  endeavor 
to  show  how  those  objects  are  to  be  carried  into  effect. 
The  bill  is  entitled  and  professes  to  be  "A  bill  to  limit 
the  sates  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers;"  but  I 
have  said  it  is  iit  hat  no  such  thing.  1  call  tbe  attentioa 
of  tlie  Senate  to  its  provistons.  Who  may  enter  Isiid 
under  it'  Any  one-man  or  woman,  husband  or  vifci 
or  both,  without  any  evidence  of  residence,  or  of  anjr 
declaration  of  intent  to  re«de  upon  it.  All  they  have 
to  do  is  to  swear  that  tbey  enter  it  fur  their  own  tiie, 
and  not  for  the  purpose  of  speculation.  Here  ii  the  Ib- 
itiation  of  the  title.  And  how  much  land  may  be  entered 
by  making  this  oath,  and  under  this  particular  KCtion  of 
the  bill?  The  husband  may  enter  1,S40  acree,  the  wife 
1,340,  the  son  ud  daughter,  over  eighteen  yesn  of 
age,  1,340  acrea  eacli — nuking  in  all,  Tor  an  ordisirr 
family  of  four  persons,  4,960  acres;  and  this  may  be  sD 
entered  in  tracts  of  40  acres  each,  making  128  tracli 
that  a  single  family,  such  as  I  have  described,  may  enter, 
on  this  "actual  settlement"  principlet  snd  these  138 
tj-acta  may  be  dotted  over  sti  the  public  lands  in  lbs 
United  Stales,  occupying  all  the  most  commanding  po- 
sitions in  the  country.  They  may  Uke  your  woodUod 
in  a  prairie  region,  your  springt  and  brooks  in  a  country 
where  water  ia  scarce,  and  your  coal  banks  and  qusmei 
where  fuel  and  atone  are  valuable.  Having  tbui  iwora 
and  made  the  entry,  and  obtained  tbe  certificate,  tbe 
next  Btep  to  procure  a  title  is  to  reside  on  some  pait  ol 
the  land  one  year  within  the  first  fivet  it  must  not  be  i 
continuous  residence,  but  one  year  in  alli  or,  erects 
dwelling-house,  clear  and  cultivate,  within  the  n« 
years,  one  tenth  part  of  the  whole  %  that  is  to  ssy,  select 
m  the  entry  somewhere  one  tenth  part  of  ;rour  porchasei 
in  a  dry  prairie,  which  will  burn  over  in  0**'**' " 
November.  This  burning  is  a  eooptiance  with  tbe  tint 
requisition,  that  "to  clear."  The  nextis  "tocuIiivaWi 
and  that  can  be  done,  as  I  have  already  shown,  in  s  dot 
compendious  manner.  A  few  bushels  of  grasi  seed,  aod 
one  man,  two  horses  and  a  harrow,  for  a  moalb  or  tve^ 
are  sufficient  to  make  the  "cultivation;" 
to  be  sworn  to  generally  as  "cultivation**— tbe  BBOoesso 
manner  of  it  b«ng  in  no  wiae  deaignated. 

Tbe  next  step  to  be  taken  to  procure  a  title aW 
"  swear"  again,  or  to  produce  tbe  affidavits  of  '''**][™ 
will  swear— swear  to  reaideoce,  or  swear  to  the  e'"'™ 
of  a  dwelling-house,  and  Bwear  to  tbe  clearing 
livalion  of  the  one  tenth  part  in  five  yeara.  "  Our  si^ 
swore  terribly  in  Flanders,"  said  C«-poral  Trim. 

But  the  person  making  an  entry  of  tbe  public 
must  awear  that  he  enters  it,  not  m  Im*  for  sny 
person,  but  for  himself  or  herself  only.   Tha  P.'™? 
preventatbe  father  from  entering  in  behalf  of  b«  «w» 
the  guardian  for  his  ward,  or  tbe  iruslee  of  a  wiU 
hair  of  the  widow  or  orphan  deviseesi  '*  P"*"^^^ 
an  entry  in  execution  of  a  charity.    AH  open, 
trusts,  those  that  deaerve  the  countenance  of  "^1^ 
and  tbe  favor  of  Government,  are  e»c\uded  by 
while  every  species  of  f«odu|ffit;»^?ST^J'ISi.iie 
1  come  in  and  evade  J^p^ilo^itM»^wi'»w"" 
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iitllowcd  to  mke  the  entrr,  must  ivear  that  he  enteri 
for  himelf,  tnd  net  in  truit'for  another.  Now,  wppoM 
IbeaffldftTit  to  be  wholly  falw*  how  h  it  ever  to  be 
proved  that  h  bto'  It  iitwearinv  to  intent  merely. 
nA  the  intvDt  at  the  time  the  otih  m  takeni  and  ifiome 
other  penon,  who  furnished  the  money  to  make  tlic 
*ntry,  go  on  in  one  month  irter,.and  clear  and  cultivate 
the  one  tenth  part  of  it,  and  the  patent  inue  at  the  end 
of  one  year,  and  the  land  is  transterrcd  accordingly,  the 
capitalist  has  got  the  land,  and  he  may  go  through  the 
nme  proceu  wiih  hundreds,  as  br  at  his  friendi  will  got 
and  where  is  your  evidence  to  convict  of  perjury  or  sub- 
omatioo  of  perju-yF  You  clearly  hare  none—the 
proof  must  oome  home  to  the  time  of  making  the  affida' 
viti  and  doing  of  an  act  inconsistent  with  rt  afterwards 
wouid  convict  the  party  of  a  cliange  of  purpose,  but  not 
of  perjury.  And  all  who  know  the  facility  with  which 
xYneam  ex  parte  affidavits  are  made,  where  much  money 
is  to  be  got  by  them,  will  agree  with  me  that  the  fear 
of  the  Uw  is  the  only  restraint  upon  perjury  in  cases 
pke  this — cmiscienee  is  nothing,  public  opinion  is  nolh- 
inp,  for  all  society  Is  placed  under  like  temptation,  and 
public  morals  would,  by  reason  of  that  temptation,  be- 
coroe generally  vitiated.  The  man  who  would  holdout 
agunst  such  a  state  of  things  would  be  considered  an  ene  my 
to  bis  country  and  the  interesis  of  it,  and  he  could  reclaim 
bia  dkaracter  in  no  way  but  by  joining  iu  the  general 
plunder,  if  there  should  be  a  case  of  prosecution,  and 
strong  proof  of  perjury,  there  could  seldom  be  a  con- 
vietion,  for  the  fountains  of  justice  are  poisoned  when 
the  public  morals  are  ihos  vitiatedt  and  there  would  be 
great  danger  that  the  registers  and  receivers  in  the  sev- 
trat  land  offices  would  ^oin  in  the  fraud  and  share  the 
apoiK  We  should  hesitate  long  before  we  pisce  be- 
fore any  portion  of  oar  community  sueh  a  temptation  to 
vice— such  a  vast  amount  of  plunder  to  be  obtained  by 
fraud  and  crime.  There  is  a  clause  several  times  re- 
peated in  the  bill,  and  of  course  intended  tobeefficacious, 
which  provides,  in  subslance,  that  no  legs!  encumbrance 
whatever,  and  no  sale,  or  lease,  or  contract,  as  to  such 
knd,  shall  be,  in  any  wtse^  binding,  if  nude  before  a 
patent  issues,  but  all  -sucb  shall  be  absolutely  null  and 
void.  Now,  whatever  might  be  the  effect  of  this  pro- 
viaion  in  the  Terriluries.  where  we  have  a  right  to  in- 
terfere as  a  local  Legislature.  1  hold  lliat  it  is  wholly  nu- 
gatory in  the  States,  ir  an  individual  have  title  either 
complete  or  inchoate,  that  title  is  properly,  and,  as  such, 
is  at  once  anwnsble  to  the  local '  law,  and  must  be  gov- 
erned and  controlled  by  its  principles.  A  judgment 
would  bind  the  interest  when  the  local  law  should  de- 
clare judgments  binding  on  imperfect  titles.  A  contract 
woukl  attach  to  it.  ami  equity  would  enforce  its  obliga- 
tions. A  conveyance  with  covenants  made  prior  to  the 
issuing  of  the  patent  would  draw  to  it  the  perfect  title 
after  the  patent  had  issued,  upon  the  principle  either  of 
estoppel,  enurement,  or  relstion.  Oentlemen  cannot,  if 
tbey  would,  destroy  the  application  of  these  principles  to 
effect,  or  serve  to  effect,  tbis  or  any  other  such  object) 
and  it  ia  well  ihst  they  cannot.  Th»  may  provide  that 
no  patent  shall  taeoe  to  an  assignee,  for,  as  the  vendors 
of  property,  we  have  a  right  to  make  what  condition  we 
piMse  with  the  purchaser.  But  when  the  land  lies  in 
the  Slates,  and  we  sell  it,  we  are  vendors  only,  and  we 
caimot  accompany  our  sale  with  legal  encumbrances,  or 
taumnuties  IneoaHstent  with  the  general  principles  of 
law. 

I  woakl  nest  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
4lta  ieetion  of  the  bill,  which  grants  pre<emptions  to  act- 
ual settlers  on  thft  public  landsi  that  is,  it  permits  any 
one  who  shall  have  gone  in  advance  of  the  surveys  and 
Bales,  or  even  oF  the  pureha^  from  tlie  Indians,  and  in- 
imdcd  upon  cbotoe  parts  of  the  public  land,  to  prove 
that  UMjr  bare  done  st^  and  then  enter  .the  knd,  no  mat* 
Tot.  XIIL— 35 


ter  bow  great  may  be  its  value,  at  the  minimum  prioe  of 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  I  object  to 
the  principle  of  Uiis  section)  and  if  the  principle  be 
adopted,  1  t^ject  to  ibe  language  and  the  details,  aa 
open  to  the  practice  of  the  most  stupendous  fhiuds. 

We  have  upon  our  statute  book,  yet  unrepealed,  an 
early  law.  punishing  intruders  upon  the  public  lands. 
That  law  directs  thst  the  marshal  of  the  district  shall  re- 
move those  who  intrude  against  law  on  the  public  land, 
and  that  a  fine  shall  be  assessed  upon  them,  on  conviction 
in  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States.  Nor  baa  Ibil 
law  become  obwlete.  It  was  recognised  and  its  provis- 
ions eslended  in  1833,  and  it  is  now  in  full  force,  and  as 
familiarly  known  as  any  other  of  the  laws  of  the  land.  I 
object,  therefore,  in  principle,  to  giving  an  important 
privilege,  a  great  pecuniary  advantage,  to  a  class  of  in- 
dividuals, merely  because  they  have  violated  the  lavs. 
Tliat  statute,  if  it  be  unwise  or  unjust,  should  be  repealed 
before  any  righia  are  permitted  to  accrue  by  intruMOn 
on  or  over  portions  of  the  public  lands. 

But,  sir,  that- law  is  a  necesssry  and  proper  law— It 
ought  to  remain,  and  its  provisions  ought  to  be  regarded 
and  enforced.  It  was  enacted  to  prevent  the  intrusions 
of  the  whites  upon  the  Indian  lands,  and  (o  avwd  the 
fraud,  imposition,  arul  oppression  which  is  the  conse- 
quence ofsuch  intrusion)  and,  further,  to  prevent  a  pos- 
session in  advance  of  the  sales,  which  would  encumber 
the  knds,  and  operate  to  the  injury  of  the  purcbsser. 
We  have  recently  seen  enough,  in  our  own  times,  to 
salisry  us  ofthe  wisdom  and  foresight  of  our  predecessors. 
Whence  arose  your  Black  Hawk  war  in  the  Northwest, 
which  cost  some  lives  and  several  millions  of  money,  but 
from  the  haste  of  a  horde  of  greedy  speculators  to  pos- 
sess themselves  of  the  fine  lands  belonging  to  the  Sao 
and  Fox  Indians  at  the  Prairie  du  Cbienr  Whence  your 
threatened  Creek  war?  Whence  your  actual  war  in 
Florida,  now  raging,  and  which  has  cost  alreadysomany  . 
valtMble  lives,  and  which  has  cost  and  will  cost  more 
than  twenty  millions  of  treasure  before  it  is  quelled,  ez- 
ceptftam  the  avarice,  and  pride,  snd  oppressioo,  of  these 
intruders  upon  the  public  land  and  the  Indian  proper^f 
Ifthelaws  of  the  United  Slates  had  been  enforced,  if 
this  breach  had  been  punished  instead  of  being  rewarded, 
we  should  have  escaped  all  this,  with  its  attendant  train 
of  misery  to  individusla  and  mortification  to  a  people. 

Out  if  no  evils  arose  from  this  contemplated  law  except 
those  which  rallontheindividualsthemselveswhos^ekto 
take  advantage  of  it,  it  would  be  enough  to  decide  us  at 
once  against  its  policy.  Those  who  framed  it  must  have 
been  aware  of  its  tendency,  and  aware  also  that  that 
tendency  would  be  obvious,  if  the  bill  bad,  in  form,  the 
provisions  which  it  is  intended  to  have,  and  which,  if  it 
pass,  it  must  have,  in  effect.  The  right  of  pre-emption 
is  by  the  bill  limited  to  ihose  who  have  occupied,  snd 
does  not  extend  in  terms  to  those  who  shall  hereafter 
occupy,  the  public  Jpnds.  This  is  the  form  of  the  billi 
but  the  tfTect  is  to  give  the  right  to  all  future  occupants. 
For  this  measure  is  even  now  urged,  on  the  ground  tlutt 
we  have  held  out  encouragement  to  settlers  by  former 
pre-emption  laws)  that,  under  the  provisions  of  those  taws, 
past  settlers  had  been  protected,  and  that  those  whoenter- 
ed  on  the  public  lands  too  Ute  to  claim  protection  under 
those  laws  had  a  right  to  expect  that  the  same fsvor  would 
be  extended  to  them  which  wu  extended  to  Ibeir  prede- 
cessors. This  Is  the  argument,  and  will  it  be  less  strong 
when  uiged  next  winter  in  behalf  of  those  who  shau 
have  occupied  snd  cultivated  the  public  land  during  the 
summer  of  1837,  than  it  is  now  in  favor  of  those  who 
occupied  during  the  past  yearF  1  can  see  no  distinction. 
And  if  we  pass  thb  Uw  now,  we  must  pass  another  then, 
and  BO  on  in  all  future  tine.  I  would  rather,  therefore, 
pass  at  once  a  pre-emption  law,  to  operate  in  all  future 
time,  and  fairly,  by  law,  hold  oat  tbto  reward  to  Ktllcr* 
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on  the  publie  hnd,  than  to  continue  in  forcft  we  do, 
the  It*  against  tiieli  settlement,  with  the  assurance  in 
•idvftnee  thftt  M  those  who  break  it  thai)  hereafter  re- 
oeWe  the  reward.  A<l  the  evil  consequeneea  which 
would  flow  from  ■  prospective  preemption  Uv,  and 
they  are  many,  flow  from  this  state  of  thingii  and  in  ad- 
dition thereto  we  hold  out  the  auurance  to  the  people 
that,  whatever  our  laws  may  be,  if  reiisted*  they  will 
not  be  enforced. 

If  it  become  a  fixed  principle  that  the  actual  aetller  or 
occupant  gets  the  land  which  he  may  ielcet,  at  #1  35 
per  acre,  then  will  arise  conteiti  and  eonflictt  between 
fndiTidtiah  about  the  possession  of  fitvorite  and  valuable 
iracta.  First,  it  will  be  a  race  who  shall  p^et  on  first  to 
take  poflsessiont  then  a  conflict  to  keep  it.  The  first 
who  seta  on,  if  the  tract  be  very  valaable,  is  likely  to 
be  dnven  off  by  a  stronger  hand,  with  tbe  loss,  perhaps, 
of  limb,  and  somelimea  of  life.  Another  yet  atronger 
detachment  drivee  off  the  second  "  actual  settler,**  and 
they  in  turn  have  to  defend  their  possessions  against  a 
fourthi  and  all  tppty  in  their  order  to  the  register  and 
receiver,  and  make  the  necessary  affidavits  to  obtain 
their  titles.  Caaes  of  this  kind  are  constantly  occurring, 
even  now.  A  friend  of  mine,  in  the  other  House,  wtio 
recently  travelled  through  Wiseonun  and  part  of  Illinois, 
Informed  i»e  that  when  at  Mineral  Point  he  heard  a 
conflict  for  the  possession  of  a  lead  mine  spoken  of,  not 
as  an  extraordinary  but  as  a  recent  incident.  Two  par* 
ties  who  contended  for  the  mine  drove  each  other 
away,  and  alternately  look  possession  four  or  five  times, 
with  th«  loss  of  several  iivei.  One  of  the  party  who  suc- 
ceeded in  keeping  potsesaion,  anil  who  had  killed  a 
young  man  in  one  of  their  engagements,  was  quietly 
amuaing  himself  in  ■  tlore  or  tavern  a  short  time  after, 
when  a  young  woman  addressed  him,  and  inquired  his 
name.  He  toldii)  and  she  at  once  drew  a  pistol  from 
under  her  cloak,  and  shot  him  through.  Private  revenge 
in  these  eases  seema  to  be  the  only  redress  for  murder, 
as  the  law  takes  no  notice  of  Incident*  so  comrooo  and  so 
unhnportant. 

I  am  tok)  that  in  travelling  throogh  the  fine  landa  In 
the  Northweat,  you  will  see  these  *<  actual  settlemenla 
and  improvements'*  constantly  forming.  If  it  is  prairir, 
they  merely  run  a  furrow  round  it.  If  it  is  a  choice  piece 
of  woodland  that  is  to  t>e  held  by  improvement,  they  will 
fell  trees  all  around  it ,  so  that  the  top  of  one  will  lap  un  to 
the  Btump  of  another;  then  the  woodland  is  enclosed, 
and  the  party  is  entitled  to  it,  as  an  actual  aeltler. 
And  perhapa  it  Is  the  only  spot  of  woods  within  many 
jnilea  in  the  midst  of  a  broad  prairie,  and  therefore  of  tm< 
menae  valuei  if  the  woody  island  be  very  lai^,  it  be< 
cornea  the  aubjeet  of  a  kind  of  joint  stoek  company,  or 
aasociation,  who  all  unite  to  **  improve  it,*'  and  to  secure 
each  other  In  the  poaseaslon  of  it.  I  And  the  following 
•dvertnemcDt  in  a  Cbicago  paperi 

BxTTtiM,  ATTiiTioir. — Notlce  Is  hereby  given,  that 
the  serai-annua)  meeting  of  the  Big  Woods  Claim  Asso- 
ciation will  meet  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Paxion,  on  the 
eaat  fide  of  the  Big  Woods,  on  Saturday,  the  4lh  day  or 
February  next,  at  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  when  a  general  at- 
tendance ia  requested. 

JuttTAET  3.  JOHN  WARNE. 

Tbe  particuliir  ehander  and  purpoae  of  these  aasoeia- 
tlone  I  will  show  by  and  by  more  fully.  There  is  a  false 
face  constantly  put  upon  thia  aubjeet,  not  intentionally , 
but  from  a  mistaken  notion  of  (he  thing,  by  gentlemen 
who  urge,  with  so  much  seal  and  perseverance,  the  claims 
of  the  sqoatlera  to  the  lands  on  which  they  intrude. 
Gentlemen  represent  the  squatters  generallyas  poor  men, 
■eeking  a  freehold  and  a  home,  willing  to  pay  for  tbe 
land  on  whieb  they  aeitle,  but  unable  to  do  so,  because 
tbe  bnda  are  not  in  market,  and  cannot  be  purchased. 


But  how  Is  the  foetr  Tou  have  ranre  than  one  hundred 
miinona  of  urea' of  land,  a  large  portion  of  it  eieeHent 
land,  constantly  ia  market,  and  open  lo  entry  at  ftl  S5 
per  acrei  but  there  is  not  mooh  speealation  in  purchaasg 
this,  and  therefore  theae  •*  poor  men"  that  gentleneo 
speak  of,  seeking  n  borne,  pass  it  by,  and  go  htbitiully 
to  the  lands  that  are  not  in  market)  and  they  wilt  contia> 
ne  to  do  so,  let  you  push  yoar  surveys  and  sales  lo  wbil» 
ever  point  you  may. 

Then  (he  improvements  by  which,  under  thb  biU,  m 
squattera  are  permitted  to  gun  a  right  to  the  land.  W« 
bad  that  subject  under  conaideration  last  year,  and  ibe 
proof  was  ample  that,  in  a  vaat  number  of  cuts  I  •houM 
think  a  maiority  of  esses,  the  improvement  was  (setely 
colorable,  lor  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  individual  (• 
get  the  land,  but  having  nothing  actual  or  substaatiil 
about  it)  and  this  bill  requires  no  tubsUntial  occupstit* 
or  cultivation.  The  individual,  to  give  him  a  title  to  to 
pre-emption,  must  have  "actually  occupied  andcaliiw* 
ted  the  tract  for  six  months  before  the  Ist  of  December, 
1836.'*  "  Actually  occupied  and  cuHlvaled."  Hovw 
cupied  *  Not  by  residing  on  iti  for  that  is  not  neceutfj 
to  make  an  occupation  in  law,  much  lesa  in  the  opinion 
of  the  two  witnesses  who  are  to  make  affidavit  to  tbe  oc- 
cupation. He  may  go  on  tbe  ground,  merfc  the  trees  ■ 
there  be  any,  and  burn  s  brush*heap,  and  continoe  ts 
go  upon  it  once  a  month  for  the  six  months,  olstwa; 
occupy,  and  he  will  make  out  his  occupancy.  He  nuit 
also  "  cultivate."  This,  I  am  toM,  is  done  by  buiWinr 
a  little  pen  of  rails,  and  sowing  nets  or  turnips  or  radiriiea 
upon  ten  or  twelve  square  feet  of  groiindt  tnd  thus  the 
■' actual  sell ler"  "  oeciipiea and  cultivates," and  becomes 
the  meritorious  recipient  of  your  large  bounty.  Hy  e«f 
league  informi  me  that  he  travelled  throogh  a  part  of 
iheie  public  landi  not  long  since,  laat  summer,  Ibdieve, 
and  he  saw  great  numbers  of  theae  little  pens,  with  sone- 
thing  growing  in  them.  1  did  not  think  to  aik  hia 
whether  they  were  square  or  triangular,  built  with  three 
nils  or  four. 

[Mr.  Monaie.  They  were  triangular,  built  with  tbres 
rails.] 

Mr.  Ewiiro.  1  should  bare  gnCased  so,  for  tbeeeoso- 

my  of  labor  is  important,  and  (he  *<  actual  settler**  couu 
thua  save  one  rail  for  the  whole  height  of  his  pen— m 
small  matter.  But,  after  proving  this  occupancy  ■» 
cultivation,  these  actual  settlen  sell  their  cImhi,  at  as  «)• 
vance  of  s^me  two  or  three  hundred  dollars,  to  lay 
capitalists,  who  have  their  kgents  always  at  hand,  read/ 
to  purchase,  and  they  go  again  beyond  the  survey,  wn 
«>actually  cultivate"  another  pen  full  of  aomethii^lw 
willgrow  ina  shade,  and  sell  again.  ThuaaquattinflM- 
comes  a  regular  profeaaion.  A  gentleman  lately  fron 
Chicago  informa  me  that  he  knew  a  great  number  of  im 
pre-emption  claimants  about  that  place  some  years ag4 
who  got  their  cUims  allowed  and  ahortly  after  diwppy^ 
ed,  he  knew  not  wberei  but  lastaummer,  aahewasgw* 
■eroas  the  coantry  to  the  Prairie  du  Cbien,  be  found  sod 
recwtnised  them  at  oM  acquaintances.  Tbry  were  oe 
the  fine  lands  upon  Rock  river,  wailing  to  (skesdvM- 
tage  of  the  next  pre-emption  law.  1  do  not  say  lhat 
la  the  habit  of  all  who  squat  upon  the  public  land  lor  tW 
purpose  of  obtaining  a  pre-emption)  1  am  aware  that  itv 
not)  but  it  is  the  business  of  many,  and  most 
emptiona  All  into  and  pass  through  the  banda  of  ibcw 
who  are  employed  for  tlte  purpoae  by  the  Urge  cap"*"" 
ist,  or  who  go  in  advance  of  him,  and  cater  for  biou 

The  pre-emption  laws  (for  we  have  tried  them  fo' ' 
few  yeara  past)  have  already  produced  ft  most  fn»«" 
crop  of  fraud  and  perjury.  From  pspera  sent  •••'■y'r 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, it  appears  tW* 
many  caacs  even  the  pretence  of  poasesww  or  csKi«- 
tion  was  not  resorted  lo  in  order  to  get  a  pre^eetptNo  w 
a  flost,  wbicb  cohM  be  bid  MMbe  SoHt  lud  «  n* 
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United  Stttesf  th«  cheicett  tnd  most  eammandinfripoto, 
and  Uke  them  at  |1  35  per  acre.    There  was  aetnallx 
•et  ap  aoDiewhere  in  Lonifiana  a  nunuractory  of  affida- 
Ti'ta,  in  which  the  whule  proof,  with  the  juaticc'a  ceriifi- 
«*te,  and  every  thmg  Hue  neeetury  for  the  eominen£e' 
nent  of  the  title,  were  furged,  leivinf;  a  blank  for  the 
name  of  the  occupant  and  the  tract  of  land.    There  ta 
now  pending  a  caw  of  a  French  aettler  by  the  name  of 
Biubien,  who,  about  the  year  1804,  got  perminion  to 
|Hit  op  hia  hut  under  the  ganu  of  the  United  Slalei  fort 
■t  Chioago.    When  the  pre-emption  law  waa  psaaed,  ai 
(be  United  Sutea  had  not  aoM  this  for^  he  claimed  it  u 
t  pre-emption.    He  «u  wreral  timea  refuted,  but  at 
last  hia  claim  waa  admitted  by  the  register  and  reeeiTer, 
and  he  got  bis  certificate;  his  application  for  a  patent  is 
now  pending.    |  understand  that  the  land  he  claims  on 
tfab  itate  of  his  case  is  worth  more  than  a  million  of  dol- 
lars*   That  in  order  to  obtain  an  influencr*  and  a  power 
by  wMeh  H  should  be  secured,  he  hu  disposed  of^  parts 
of  it(  on  very  cheap  terms  to  men  of  high  political  stand- 
ins',  wherever  he  could  6nd  them.    A  valuable  part  of 
it,  1  am  told,  is  now  owned  by  members  of  Congress, 
and  God  knows  to  what  point  this  interest  and  inftuence 
luy  at  last  extendi  far  enough,  I  presume,  to  secure  the 
cmaurtion  of  a  patent.   It  is  a  subject  worthy  tbe  in* 
of  a  committee  of  Congrem. 
Tbeie  pre-emption  lawa  have  not  only  produced  vio* 
leoee  and  bloodshed  smong  those  who  strove  as  rivals  for 
a  choice  spot{  they  have  not  only  produced  ft«ud,  and 
"P^i^^t       corruption,  but  they  have  taught  your  citi- 
zens to  despise  your  laws,  to  resist  by  violence  their 
doe  operation,  and  form  great  and  extensive  combina- 
tions to  oppose  Ibem.    It  Is  well  known  by  those  who 
hare  attended  the  lalea  of  publio  landa  in  tbe  Northwest, 
that  violenee  and  intimidation  are  used  at  those  sales, 
and  in  the  pmencr  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States, 
to  pot  down  competition.    Men  who  are  occupants,  or 
pretend  to  be  so,  or  who  boy  the  privilege  of  coming  in 
as  an  occupant,  (and  I  am  told  that  any  ore  may  buy  that 
privilege  of  the  association  for  five  or  ten  dollars,)  gath- 
er together  in  a  group  by  the  stand  at  tbe  place  of  sale, 
and  when  a  tract  which  ihey  have  selected  n  proclaimed, 
some  one  who  hss  a  good  strong  voice  cries  out,  "pre- 
enptioni*^  and  then,  wo  to  the  man  who  ventures  to  bid 
fiirit.    Iti8,a8amatlerofcoune,8truckofratfl  35per 
acre.    Associations  are  now  forming  over  the  whole 
Northwestern  country,  the  object  of  whi^  appears  to  be, 
cither  to  bind  the  Uw  to  the  purpose  of  the  combina- 
tion, or  to  put  down  law  by  numbers  and  organisation, 
if  not  hy  farce.    I  hold  In  my  band  the  constitution  and 
bylaws  o(  one  of  these  aodetiea,  which  was  forwarded 
ne  by  a  prominent  member,  aeeompanied  by  a  letter, 
in  which  he  seems  to  ehdm  my  approbaUon  of  its  object. 
I  hope  It  may  be  read. 

Cnie  Secretary  here  read  the  paper  alluded  to,  of 
wMeh  the  fblbwing  are  two  of  the  principal  articlcat 

«'  AST.  lllh.  BetoheOt  That  before  the  land  is  offer. 
«d  §ar  sale,  each  district  shall  aeleet  a  bidder  to  stand 
and  bid  ofF  all  elairas  in  the  claimant's  name,  and  that, 
if  neceaaary,  each  aetilcr  will  constantly  attend  the  aile, 
prepared  to  aid  each  other  to  the  full  extent  of  our  abil- 
ity In  obiainhig  erery  daimant's  land  at  Oorernmeni 
price.** 

**  Art.  13th.  BmtMd,  That  we  will  ea^  oae  our  en- 
deavon  to  advance  the  rapid  aeitlement  of  the  country, 
by  Inviting  oar  friends  and  acqriaintanees  to  join  u^  un 


der  the  full  aasuranee  that  we  shall  obXuxa  our  rights,  and 
that  it  is  now  perfiKtly  as  mfe  to  go  on  iliH>roving  the 
pubiM  landa  as  though  we  already  bad  our  titles  from 
Sovemment."] 

This  rrquirea  no  commentt  it  is  a  Government  eatab- 
lebcd  i«  a  Government— M^erfum  in  tinperto.  It  does 
aot  profcas  to  be  Mberdhwt*  to  tbe  laws  of  tbe  Uoion, 


but  in  opposition  to  them,  and  its  object  is  to  embarrass 
their  operations  and  deatroy  their  force. 

I  had  hoped,  at  the  lait  aeasien,  that  we  had  got  clear 
of  thia  pre-emption  systenn,  with  all  its  mischief^  aod  all 
its  demoraliaaiiont  but  a  desperate  effort  is  now  made 
to  revive  it,  and,  if  once  mure  revived,  it  b  ftKeiwd 
upr>n  us,  and  forever. 
When  Mr.  Ewtws  had  taken  his  seat, 
Mr.  Tl  P  TON  aaid  thai,  aa  the  aubject  of  the  gradua 
tion  of  the  public  lands  had  been  frequently  discussed,  be 
should  not  trouble  the  Senate  wlih  any  remarks  in  lup- 
port  of  the  amendment,  but  would  content  himself  hy  re- 
qoesting  that  the  vote  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  mdered,  and  tbe  (|uca> 
tion  being  about  to  be  taken, 

Mr.  CLAT  said  he  abould  be  glad  to  hear  aMoe  rea- 
son advanced  in  behalf  of  a  proposition  which  went  to 
reduce  the  price  of  all  the  public  lands,  after  having  beea 
in  the  market  at  the  low  price  of  |l  35,  down  to  $1,  and 
then  to  75  cents.    What  waa  tbe  complaint  which  had 
been  so  strenuously  urged  in  behalf  of  the  present  bill? 
It  was,  that  the  public  domain  was  selling  too  fast,  and 
at  pricea  so  low  that  persons  who  did  not  want  the  land 
to  settle  upon  were  buying  it  up,  in  vast  quantHies,  for 
porpoaei  of  speculation.    What  would  preaent  itaelf  as 
the  naturri  remedy  for  such  a  sUte  of  thingsF   Surely  it 
would  be  either  to  take  the  land  out  of  the  market,  or  to 
increase  its  price;  fur  the  Senate  were  told,  by  tbe  ad- 
vocates of  the  bill,  that  the  land  thus  bought  up  was 
worth,  at  once,  from  $S  to  #30  an  acre.    In  the  name  of 
Heaven,  then,  wby  reduce  the  price?   Had  any  reason 
been  given  for  it?    Were  our  new  States  settling  loo 
slowly^   On  that  question,  he  would  call  tbe  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  a  table  he  had  bad  oeeasioa  to  oompihi 
some  jtears  sgo,  exhibiting  the  ratio  of  settlement  in  tba, 
different  Stalea.    The  table  waa  based  on  aulhentio  re- 
turns, and  it  showed  that,  at  that  time,  (he  hnda  in  tbe 
State  of  Illinois  were  settling  at  lite  rate  of  18^  per  cent, 
perannumi  so  that  Iter  population,  proceeding  at  that 
rale,  would  double  itaelf  in  a  little  mon  than  Ive  years. 
At  the  same  time,  tbe  Sta<e  of  Delaware  was  Ibcrearing 
its  population  at  tbe  rate  of  one  half  of  one  per  eent.! 
having  the  cheering  prospect  of  doubling  her  population 
in  a  period  of  two  hundred  years.    Illinois  «m  popula- 
ting more  rapidly,  at  that  time,  than  othera  of  the  new 
Staleai  yet  the  table  would  ahow  that  tbe  others  ap* 
proaohed  to  nearly  the  same  ratiot  and  be  tbou^t  k 
would  be  aafe  to  say  that  Missouri.  Arkansas,  and  MichI' 
gan,  were  settling  at  a  rale  quite  equal  to  it.  What 
earthly  motive,  then,  oould  Hiere  be  to  reduce  tbe  pries 
of  the  landsF   Was  it  to  bring  in  more  aettlera?  Noi 
for  these  Stales  were  settling  too  fast  already.  There 
was  great  truth  in  wh*t  had  been  mid  on  that  subject  by 
bis  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewiao,]  who  had  remarked 
that,  when  vast  numbers  of  people  were  suddenly  col- 
led ed  from  different  quarters,  and  thrown  into  closa 
neighborhood,  having  no  previous  eonnevon  with  caoh 
other,  no  common  sympathies,  no aimilarilxof  education 
nothing  homogeneoua,  to  form  a  natural  bond  of  untoi^ 
the  natural  and  necesmry  result  must  be  struggles  in  le- 
gislation, and  a  lome,  unsettled  state  of  aociety,  for  a  long 
period.    It  must  surely  be  admitted  by  evciy  rcfleoting 
man,  that  the  public  lands  were  selling  quite  fast  enough. 
Tet,  here  was  a  proposition  made,  and  from  that  Ma  of 
tbe  House  whieh  complained  that  tbe  publio  domsin 
was  selling  too  fast,  and  who  wanted  this  bill  to  pam  in 
order  to  check  the  salea  of  it,  whose  effect  would  be  to 
accelerate  those  salea  at  a  rate  that  none  eould  estimaiei 
for,  even  at  the  present  rale  of  $1  35,  twenty-five  mil- 
lions of  acres  had  been  sold  within  the  last  yeart  and 
now,  should  the  price  be  reduced  alill  lower,  what  must 
tbe  effect  be,  but  still  (uitbcr  to  enhanoe  tbe  tcmpuiion 
to  moaopoly^  ^  i 
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Mr.  C.  Hid  that  be  had  not  rben  to  speak  to  the  gca' 
eral  nerita  of  the  bill,  but  merely  to  inquire  on  what 
retaoni  the  amendment  wa«  founded. 

Mr.  DANA  aaid:  Hr.  President,  I  do  not  arise  to  at- 
tack or  defend  the  apeculatora  on  the  public  domain, 
whether  Ibey  be  private  individuals  or  belong  to  some 
of  the  Departments.    1  leave  the  ^ItdiatoriBl  part  of  this 
warbre  to  those  whobave  weapons  for  it,  and  have  incli- 
nation Mid  skill  to  use  themt  nor  do  1  intend  to  go  at  length 
into  the  meriu  of  this  bill,  bat  only  espress  my  viewa 
on  the  objects  of  it,  ar>d  on  some  or  its  provisions.  Us 
objects  are  threefold :  first,  to  check  the  inordinate  thirst 
of  speculation,  which  has  so-  generally  prevailed  through 
the  country,  and  which  fir*t  arose  from  the  extravagant 
issue*  of  the  United  Slates  Bank,  (fumishing  ready 
tnceni^)and  afterwards  practised  in  pre)ing  upon  the 
public  domain.   The  second  object  of  the  bill  is  to  pre* 
■erve  the  public  lands)  and  the  third,  to  reduce  the  rev- 
enue to  the  legitimate  wanta  of  the  Government.  By 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  its  first  and  second  objects  will 
be  accomplished,  and  the  revenue  will  be  greatly  dimin- 
ished.   But,  sir,  the  sales  of  the  public  laiiaa  of  late  have 
been  very  great,  and  the  revenue  arising  from  them 
equally  sO(  and  to  stop  them  all  at  once  would  be  neither 
juditaous  nor  just.    Many  of  the  new  States  have  vast 
tracts  of  uneultivatrd  lands,  with  a  sparse  population. 
They,  doubtless,  are  anxious  to  see  their  territory  set- 
tled and  cultivated.    The  support  of  their  Governments, 
as  well  as  their  strength  and  defence,  depend  upon  it. 
We  cannot,  therefore,  expect  that  tbey  will  be  willing 
to  put  a  sadden  and  total  check  to  the  settlement  of  their 
counlryi  nor  ought  we  to  wish  it.    They  are  willing  to 
itop  all  apeculatiMW  upon  the  publie  domain,  and  to  re- 
duce the  revenue,  but  require  that  sntitll  tracts  of  land 
nay  still  be  granted  to  actual  settlers  on  easy  terms. 
Then,  sir,  the  new  States  will  continue  to  settle  gradual- 
ly, and  with  a  good  population,  from  their  own  increase, 
or  from  the  surplus  population  of  the  older  States.  I 
know,  air,  that  many  are  arcne  to  havii^  their  sons  and 
daughters  go  into  the  new  world.    They  seem  to  think 
them  lost  to  society  and  to  their  friendst  but  nothing  is 
fbrther  from  the  truth.    They  may  be  as  useful  and  hsp- 

{ly  In  the  new  as  in  the  old  States.    Population  is  rapid- 
y  marching  from  the  East  to  the  West,  and  power  is  fol- 
loiring  in  its  train;  these  are  fiicts  which  cannot  be  dis- 
gttiseu  or  prevented.   The  great  vall^  hat  heretofore, 
undoubtedly,  been  the  scat  of  empire,  and  is  destined  to 
become  so  again.   Hie  Allantie  States  will  constitute 
but  a  amall  part  of  this  Unlont  an4  New  England  will  be 
but  aipeck  upon  our  nation's  map.    What,  then,  shall  be 
donef   Shaliwe  wsragainit  nature?   Orjiunue  a  wiser 
course— grant  our  lands,  on  reasonable  termn,  to  actual 
settlers,  who  will  enter  upon  and  cultivate  them,  and  not 
debar  the  surplus  population  of  the  old  States  from  cross- 
ing the  Alleghany,  and  seeking  in  the  vast  regions  of  the 
West  a  more  fertile  soil  and  a  warmer  lunf  They  will 
carry  with  then  the  enterprise,  the  activity,  and  perse- 
verance, at  well  as  the  intelligence,  the  patriotism,  and 
■oaod  morality,  of  their  fathers.  And  what  have  the  East 
tofearrromsuchaTesullf   And  better,  farbetter,  would 
it  be  for  the  West  to  have  tuch  a  population,  than  to  have 
tbdr  eoantiy  flooded  with  the  aoum  of  the  European 
population.   Tet,  sir,  let  tbe  turplus  population  of  the 
Katt  flow  to  the  West,  and  the  tons  of  the  Puritans  and 
of  Penn  settle  aod  inhabit  that  good'y  land,  and  rear  up 
a  virtuous,  enterprising,  and  intelligent  race,  to  whom 
our  liberties  and  tbe  destiny  of  our  republic  may  aafely 
be  commttted.    In  this  uay,  sir,  the  objects  of  this  bill 
artU  be  accompluhed,  wild  speculation  checked,  the 
poblie  domain  secured,  the  revenue  reduced,  and  Uie  ac* 
tusl  aettlen  and  cultivators  of  the  soil,  the  nerve  and 
ainew  of  the  country,  its  support  in  peace  and  its  defence 
in  war,  be  accommodated  «ilh  settling  lands  only,  and 


upon  reasonable  teriBt.    But  auppose,  nr,  after  tbitre> 
duction  of  the  revenue,  there  ahould  still  be  a  surplui  in 
the  Tretiury,  what  further  is  to  be  done?   My  amver 
is  ready.    Modify  the  tarifTt  reduce  tbe  duties.  But. 
sirr  we  are  told  of  the  compromise.    Dare  you  touch 
the  compromise?    I  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  eooi* 
promise.    I  have  no  faith  in  it.    It  it  not  an  article  io 
my  creed.    I  do  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine,  that  dm 
Lfgialature  can,  by  their  aeti^  bind  subsequent  Legiilf 
tures.    If  to,  tbe  oneof  1834  could  not  only  bind  itttuc- 
cessort  for  five  or  ten  yeam,  but  for  all  timet  end  if  (bty 
could  bind  them  in  regard  to  tbe  UrifT,  they  m^gbt  apoo 
every  other  subject — a  diictrine  too  absurd  to  be  ipolua 
of.    But,  rir,  if  the  modification  of  tbe  tarifli  m  1834  vis 
a  judicious  one  for  that  time,  and  to  eontinun  to  tbi^  I 
would  make  but  few  alterationt  in  it,  unlets  it  should  be< 
come  necetaary,  in  order  to  reduce  Uie  revenue  te  tbt 
wants  of  the  Gdvernment;  becauic  sudden  and  extitnt 
legitlation  is  always  injurious,  and  often  dangrroui.  In 
the  eonnderation  of  this  subject,  I  would  pay  no  regtrd 
to  the  motives  or  intentions  which  induced  the  compro- 
misei  whether  thry  were  for  good  or  for  evilj  whetbcr 
the  object  then  was  to  sav«  the  nation  ftom  ruie,  v 
individuals  from  a  dilemma  into  which  tbeir  rath  and 
headlong  course  had  plunged  them;  but  Uke  up  the  lub* 
jeer,  as  we  now  find  it,  and  reduce  the  duties  on  wcii 
and  so  many  articles  u  we  shall  think  best,  in  order  to 
bring  down  tbe  revenue  to  our  wants.    Prudence  would 
seem  to  dicUte  that  we  should  always  be  sble  to  neet 
unexpected  and  uoavoidable  occurrences,  like  the  la- 
dian  war  which  has  drawn  milliona  from  our  Treanii}'. 
Tbcee  and  wmilar  winta  we  shall  always  be  mbject  to. 
And  hcr^  Hr.  President,  I  would  renbid  tbia  boaorabla 
body,  that  while  we  are  legislating  upon  this  ttrangr, 
this  unique  subject,  vist  the  disposition  of  a  surplus  rev* 
enue,  a  subject  which  before  never  occupied  tiie  altea- 
tion  of  any  other  Legislature,  from  tbe  days  of  Adam  to 
the  preaent,  we' should  not  (atf^X  ibat  tbe  NottbeaitffS 
boundary  line  of  thit  nation  haa  not  bcenaeUled.  Wbifci 
sir,  our  Treasury  itoverflowing,  without  a  natioMldebl* 
at  peace  with  the  whole  worid,  and  our  foreign  relitioM 
established  on  the  most  firm  and  favorable  basis,  our  teriv 
tory  has  been  invaded,  our  citizens  despoiled  of  their 
rights,  dragged  from  their  homes,  immured  in  fi>r<i|n 
jails.   Nur  is  this  alli  a  large  part  of  the  territory  of  oncot 
the  States  of  this  Union  hat  been  severed  from  tbe  iwit, 
and  that  constitutional  protection  which  she  hA  •■^ 
has  been  «-ithheld.    A  foreign  Power  has  not  only  ukes 
possession  of  it,  but  is  making  a  thorottghfare  from  om 
of  her  provinces  to  ano  her.    Provincial  charier*  for  ■ 
railroad  have  been  granted,  and  these  have  been  con- 
firmed by  their  King — and  no  doubt,  sir,  befort 
passes,  (unless  force  is  interposed,^  we  shall  see  it  oii«i 
and  thus  a  permanent  possession  will  be  had  b^  that  Pov- 
er  of  an  extensive  and  valuable  portion  of  Uainr,  coteT- 
ed  with  forests  of  pines  towering,  at  it  were,  to  bMTCn» 


and  not  equalled  by  any  in  the  IJnioni  millions  of  ehuA 
are  annually  swept  off  by  the  subjeett  of  his  Bniwn 
Majesty.   Thus,  Mr,  we  aee  our  Union  dismenA***- 
one  of  her  Slates  stripped  of  its  sovereignly,  dwpniM 
of  its  possessions  and  wealth,  and  the  dearest  rights  tfO 
privilegea  of  its  cilizena  trampled  yoder  fcot-  !■  *p 
this  aggression,  inault,  esuae  of  warf   Shall  it  bs  taauy 
submitted  to>   Shall  Maine,  wr,  be  Uuntii«>y 
ol  her  wrong^  by  those  who  were  the  oaiue  '^^^^^t 
whose  duty  it  was  long  rinee  to  have  rcdrcMed  tneo 
Sir,  tlie  Governor  of  that  Siate  has,  in  his  w*™*"  *?| 
sage,  called  the  attention  of  the  Legialatore  *** 
jeci,  in  a  tone  and  with  a  spirit  which  cannot  os 
taken,  and  soon  there  will  be  a  legislative 
then,  sir,  you  may  hear  again  from  that  bonier  8tt"J 
whose  dearest  interests  Itave  been  too  long  ^v*^^ 
thia  Ooverument.   This  taUect  b  directly  ooo«e'«» 
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with  tbe  revenuei  and  reTerenee  ihould  be  bad  to  it  in 
renhtiDg  the  Mmet  and  all  our  Mfvlai  may  yet  be  re- 
qomd  to  preserve  the  integfiity  of  tbe  Union.  Tbe 
tiMe  hu  been  when  millions  were  ready  for  defence  and 
prateetiont  and  I  trust  thit  it  bas  not  paaaed,  bot  that 
tbcae  wrongs  will  soon  be  redressed. 

Mr.  TIPTON  said  that  il  had  not  been  hts  purpose  to 
trouble  the  Senate  with  a  single  word  on  the  subject  of 
ttie  amendment  he  had  offered,  nor  should  he  now  have 
done  M  but  for  the  call  which  had  been  made  upon  him 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  state  the  r«Mons  on 
which  the  amendment  was  grounded. 

He  should  present  these  ressons  as  briefly  «s  he  was 
able,  mnd,  having  done  so,  should  trouble  the  Senate  no 
further.  No  man  (said  Hr.  T.)  knows  better  than  the 
Scmtor  from  Kentucky  that,  when  the  population  first 
began  to  cross  over  the  Ohio  from  bis  own  State  into 
what  was  then  the  Northwestern  Territory^  they  had  to 
— ennnter  privatiom  and  difficulties  in  every  form.  They 
entered  into  a  wilderness  which  had  neither  roads  nor 

Ctb^  but  lay  entirely  in  a  state  of  nature.    For  thif 
id  they  had  to  pay  two  dollars  an  acre.    Those  who 
settled  the  country  had  to  conalruct  roads  and  bridges 
and  other  improvementB,  which  greatly  increased  the 
value  of  the  land,  and  which  they  sccompl'ished  by  their 
own  labor,  unaided  by  tbe  General  Government,  except 
so  br  as  the  two  per  cent,  fund  might  go  toward  tbe 
construction  of  highways,  and  also  with  the  exception  of 
certain  sections  of  laatLgiven  1o  the  new  Stales  for  the 
promotioD  of  education.    The  first  settlers  in  what  is 
now  the  Sute  of  Ohio  purchased  all  the  land  in  tlwt 
State  which  was  wortt^  two  dollars,  and  that  which  was  of 
poorer  quality  remained,  much  of  it,  unsold.  Tbe 
mnendraeot  which  is  now  o^ered  does  not  propose  to 
leduoe  tbe  price  of  all  the  public  lands,  but  it  provides 
tibat  Meh  as  has  remained  in  market  for  ten  years  with- 
out a  purchaser  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  one  dollar 
tbe  acre,  and  such  as  has  remained  unsold  for  fifteen 
years  at  seventy-five  cents.   Should  this  amendment 
.pcevwl,  it  will  enable  the  old  settlers  of  the  country  to 
add  to  their  farms  tracts  of  inferior  land  for  purposes  of 
timber  or  stone,  which  will  not  sell  at  the  present  price 
of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  centa.    The  people  of  the 
West  have  frequently  urged  the  justice  and  expediency 
of  •  Uw  of  this  kind;  and  so  manifeslly  proper  has  it 
been  admitted  on  all  hands  to  be,  that  a  bill  for  the  pur- 
pose has  once  or  twice  passed  the  Senate,  but  has  been 
.  kist  in  the  other  House  for  want  of  time.    1  now  again 
introduce  (he  principle,  and  ask  its  adoption,  as  a  meaa- 
ure  both  of  justice  and  of  sound  policy.    Frequent  com- 
plaints have  been  urged  respecting  (reipossers  on  the 
|Mblic  hnds,  who  plunder  them  of  timber  and  stone. 
If  the  lands  could  be  obtained  at  a  reduced  price,  the 
temptation  to  such  trespasses  would  be  diminished.  We 
do  not  ask,  I  certainly  do  not,  that  the  fresh  lands  should 
.  be  reduced  in  price  i  nor  luve  1  heard  such  an  idea  so 
■neh  ne  once  advanced  by  any  body  within  the  last  two 
Man.    The  amendment  refers  only  to  that  which  liss 
b««n  io  mwket  for  a  course  of  years,  and  will  not  sell. 

Tbe  Senator  from  Ohit^  [Hr.  Bwimo,]  In  speaking  of 
the  porehasers  of  the  public  land,  defended  tbem  against 
what  be  considered  unmerited  snd  slanderous  imputa- 
tions.  His  remarks  on  that  subject,  however  just,  do 
net  affect  me.  1  neither  am  myself  a  speculator,  nor  do 
I  dvBoance  those  who  are.  1  consider  the  public  hind 
as  fair  an  object  of  purchase  and  sale  as  any  thing  else. 
I  consider  it  perfectly  fair  and  honorable  for  any  man 
who  has  capital  to  purchase  those  lands  at  Government 
price,  and  to  sell  them  out  for  as  much  as  he  can  get. 
Bat  the  Senator,  while  defending  this  class  of  persons, 
bore  very  hardly  on  those  who  mske  an  Improvement  on 
the  land  with  a  view  to  preemptive  rigbt%  and,  in  his 
slalciiicBt*  on  that  nbjeo^  be  eertuoly  went  far  b<7Md 


any  thing  that  I  have  ever  known  in  the  Western  coun* 
try.   I  tiave  myself  lived  in  tbe  midst  of  the  publio 
lands  for  thirty  yearr,  and  I  am  persuaded  the  Senator 
has  been  misinformed.    I  accuse  him  of  no  intention  to 
do  injustice,  for  be  did  not  pretend  to  speak  from  bis 
own  knowledge.    He  made  a  strong  argument,  as  he  al- 
ways dees,  but  it  was  based  upnn  supposed  facta,  which 
do  not  actually  exist.    While  I  was  for  a  short  time  ah. 
sent  from  the  Senate  chamber,  he  introduced,  as  I 
have  since  been  informed,  certain  articles  of  mutual  com- 
pact amciiig  the  settlers  on  the  public  lands,  which  It 
seems  he  received  from  a  citizen  of  Indiana.   Nov,  if, 
as  I  hope,  he  intends  to  publish  those  articles  as  an  ap- 
pendix to  his  speech,  it  is  all  I  desire  on  that  point.  Let 
those  articles  be  read  by  any  unprejudiced  persons,  and 
they  will  be  able  to  judge  fur  themselves  whether  per- 
aens  bidding  against  the  members  of  this  association  at 
the  public  land  sales  arr,  as  he  represented,  to  be 
knocked  down  or  shot  down.   Tliere  is  nothing  like  it 
in  the  sgreement,  nor  in  fact.    I  have  mynelf  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  Solon  Subinson,  tbe  individual  whose 
name  is  signed  to  a  circular  read  by  the  Senator,  and  who 
is  also  the  secretary  of  the  association  referred  to,  and  I 
believe  him  to  be  an  upright,  honest,  and  honorable 
roan.    1  also  know  many  of  the  settlers  in  Lake  county^ 
and  I  know  them  to  be  an  orderly,  peaceable,  and 
respectable  body  of  men.   They  have  gone  into  that 
country  with  a  view  to  better  their  conditioni  and 
who  will  blame  them  for  itF   They  engage  to  employ 
at  tbe  public  aales  all  the  means  in  their  power  to  ob- 
tain (heir  rights,  by  which  I  understand  them  of  cnurse 
to  mean  all  lawful  meant.    Dy  your  law  of  1830  you 
gave,  on  certain  conditions,  to  every  se((ter  a  pre-emp- 
tion right  to  a  quarter  section  of  landt  and  you  thus 
held  out  an  Induceroent  to  individuals  to  enter  on-your 
domain,  with  a  prospect  of  getting  a  permanent  home. 
They  went  there,  believing  (bat  tbe  same  opportunity 
would  be  extended  to  them.   They  are  in  possession  of 
the  land.    They  have  by  their  tabor  enhanced  its  value, 
and  they  are  ready  to  psy  for  it  the  price  you  ask.  Can 
you  expect  that  these  people  shall  stand  still,  and  let 
speculators  come  and  turn  their  wives  snd  children  out 
of  doorsf  It  is  most  unreasonablei  but  as  to  the  guns 
and  dirks  that  tbe  gentleman  apprehends  so  much,  they 
never  have  been  used,  nor  will  they  be.    Congress  has 
nothing  to  fear  on  (bat  score.    They  ask  that  you  shall 
allow  them  a  pre-emptive  right,  and  thus  do  no  more 
than  what  is  just.    The  land,  it  is  true,  is  settling  fasti 
and  why  should  it  notf    And  why  should  not  the  United 
Slates  Treasury  gel  the  money  for  ii,  and  (ben  distribute 
that  money  among  the  Slatesf   I  see  in  this  no  such 
great  evilt  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  will  be  a  great  pub  - 
lie  evil  to  check  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  laments  that,  in  some  of  the 
older  States  of  the  Union,  especially  in  some  parts  of 
Virfcinia,  the  population  is  actually  decreasing.  The 
fact  is  new  to  me.  I  certainly  never  heard  such  s  com- 
plaint before.  But  if  it  is  tbe  interest  of  the  yoimg  peo- 
ple of  Virginia  to  go  out  Into  the  vast  West,  and  there 
to  seek  for  fortune  and  for  hmt,  wh^  should  you  try  to 
prevent  them  from  doing  that  very  thmg  which  you  your* 
selves  have  donef  Many  of  the  Senators  whom  i  see 
around  me  are  those  who,  in  their  youth,  left  (he  older 
States,  and  went  out  to  seek  (heir  furlunes  in  (he  newi 
and  shall  these  gentlemen  seek  locut  off  others  from  the 
same  advantages^  Surely  not.  Their  constituent^  I 
am  persuaded,  do  not  require  such  a  thing  at  ilieir  hands. 
It  would,  indeed,  be  a  strange  phenomenon  in  puliticat 
economy,  that,  when  the  country  has  become  rich  and 
strong  by  thia  very  process,  her  statesmen  should  turn 
round  and  say,  we  have  too  much  public  land  in  mar- 
ket; we  muat  take  measures  to  stopthe  sale  of  it.  1  am 
willing  to  modify  tbe  tariff  in  su^  INmmtlMM  Io  r«* 
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daof ,  in  tome  degreCt  the  amount  of  revenue  ftvra  that 
aoure*.  but  I  tm  not  willing  to  cripple  the  mIm  of  Unda 
in  the  Weal,  or  to  take  them  out  of  market. 

Having*  thu*  bmfly  giren  the  reatons  in  behalf  of  the 
amendment  I  have  offered,  I  will  conclude  byexpreuing 
my  hope  that  Senators  will  do  what  I  conceive  to  be  their 
duty  in  the  case. 

Ur.CLAT  would  add  one  or  twowordson  thia  amend, 
ment.  The  propoailion  is  to  reduce  the  price  of  land 
whiob  baa  remained  for  ten  and  fifteen  yeara  unaold  to 
#1  and  to  75  cents.  Now,  we  bold  the  public  lands  m 
trustees  for  the  entire  people  of  the  United  Statest  we 
are  bound,  therefore,  to  idminiater  the  truat  for  tite 
benefit  of  the  whole  peoplej  and  not  for  ft  part  only. 
Has  the  gentleman  shown  that  the  price  of  these  lands  is 
now  too  high?  Is  it  pretended  by  anv  body?  Does  any 
one  doubt  that  the  Government  will'  get  the  price  now 
asked  at  some  day'  What  b  the  prt^rresi  of  things 
which  brings  these  lands  into  market?  The  Indian  title 
to  a  ceMsin  tract  of  country  ia  extinguished  by  treaty) 
immediately,  (he  people  in  the  vicinity  are  urgent  with 
Congreas  to  have  the  lands  immediately  surveyed.  Well, 
the  lands  are  surveyedt  forUtwith  they  besiege  the  Presi- 
dent to  issue  his  proclamation,  and  set  them  up  for  aalct 
the  President  complies,  and  a  fresh  body  of  land  ia  thus 
added  to  the  ttock  already  in  market.  And  what  has 
been  the  result  of  this  eternal  pressure  on  the  Govern* 
ment  for  more  land?  Wby,  that  we  have  now  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  millioits  of  acres  at  preaent  in  the  mar- 
ket unsold?  The  inference  of  the  hoaorhble  Senator, 
that  because  land  has  remained  ten  years  in  market  un- 
sold it  is  therefore  not  worth  the  price  asked  by  Govern- 
ment, is  most  unbir.  The  true  reason  why  any  remains 
unsdd  ia^  that  the  supply  is  ao  immensely  beyond  the  de- 
mand. The  demand  may  average  from  eight  to  ten  mil- 
IhHiiof  acres;  and  you  have  one  hundred  and  aixty 
minions  In  the  market,  and  still  have  one  hundred  and 
twenty  millions  left  on  hand.  Wait,  thent  there  la  no 
such  urgent  hastet  wait  a  little,  but  do  not  adopt  so 
wild  a  plan  as  to  reduce  your  price  in  order  to  force  a 
sale.  Take  the  experience  of  Ohio  aa  an  example;  her 
total  amount  of  public  land  is  reduced  to  about  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  acres,  and  the  whole  has  been  diaposed 
of  at  the  Government  price.  And  so,  as  population  goes 
on  increasing,  will  it  be  in  other  Slates.  There  is  no 
urgency  in  the  execution  of  our  lruat(  the  whole  may 
not  be  aoU  during  this  feneration,  and  perhaps  the  next) 
and  what  then?  If,  in  the  faithful  administration  of  our 
trust,  it  should  be  ages  and  ages  before  the  whole  Is  sold, 
is  (hat  a  reason  for  reducing  the  price?  Some  yeara 
ago,  indeetl,  when  our  sales  were  two  or  three  milliona 
of  acres  in  a  year,  there  m'ght  have  been  more  force  in 
the  argument  for  a  reduolioni  but  when  the  sales  have 
risen  from  five  lo  twenty.five  millions  in  a  year,  will 
you  reduce  your  price  ttiat  you  may  slill  further  augment 
the  aalea,  and  tempt  apeculation  more  and  more?  It 
aeems  to  me  that  In  such  a  plan  there  if  neither  wisdom 
nor  foresight. 

On  the  seneral  subject  of  the  biH  1  hope  lo  be  heftrd, 
but  now  Ilimit  what  I  have  to  say  to  the  amendment  be- 
fore the  Senile.  As  to  the  hardship*  of  those  who 
crossed  the  Ohio,  and  went  into  the  Northwest  Terri. 
tory,  does  the  Senator  forget  all  the  favors  which  have 
been  conferred  on  that  part  of  the  country  by  Govern* 
ment?  Haa  he  furgotten  the  construction,  at  vabt  ex* 
pcnte,  of  the  moat  magnificent  road  in  existence,  now 
extending  itself  to  the  banks  of  the  Mtasisuppl,  and  be- 
yond il?  He  talks  of  the  exemption  from  taxation;  why, 
dors  he  not  know  that  almost  every  part  of  that  sj'stem 
has  been,  piece  by  piece,  undermined,  till  there  is  nl- 
mosl  nothing  of  il  left?  What  lias  been  done  with  the 
aection  granted  in  each  townahip  for  the  uae  of  public 
•obooh?  It  is  bat  the  other  day  that  we  illowrd  a 


township,  to  exchange  it  for  good  hnd  wherever  tkey 
could  find  any.  What  was  done  at  the  last  sea^?  Did 
wenotpaas  a  bill  giving  them  an  exempthw  fvAn 
year*?  The  whole  ayatem  is  almost  oUerly  dealnyed. 
And  when  the  Senator  apeaks  of  the  bardshipi  enmnl 
by  the  first  settlers  north  of  the  OMo,  he  forgets  to  em- 
pare  their  condition  with  those  on  the  tooth  of  it.  Wu 
It  not  they  who  conquered  Ohio  by  their  valor  and  thek 
blood,  rescuing  it  out  of  the  hands  of  a  savage  foe?  Aid 
what  have  we  in  Kentucky  got  from  the  GeaersI  Gst^ 
emment?  No  magnificent  rMdi  made  thrangh  our  tent' 
tory  at  the  public  expensei  no  reMrvaUmw  for  thecd- 
oeation  of  our  poort  no  princely  donations  of  hmdsad 
money  for  the  construction  of  our  eanalsi  no^  «r,  aolh> 
ing  of  the  kind.  Doea  the  gentleman  suppose  we  « 
incapable  of  feeling  and  of  comparing?  Tet  whM  At 
we  bear  but  one  etemil  dentand  for  more!  morel  attbe 
Mcrifice  of  a  compact  made  for  the  general  beoefllsf  tht 
whole  confederacy?  I  hope  tbia  aroendoient  wiU  aot 
prevail.  1  hope  that  while  our  lands  are  already  s^  si 
a  price  the  gentlemen  themselves  say  is  too  low,  *• 
shall  not,  at  their  request,  reduce  the  price  BtiH  lower.. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  amendnent 
proposed  by  Ur.  Tirroit,  when  it  waa  rejected  by  the 
following  vote: 

Yaia— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  IHns,  Ewingof  Illi- 
nois.  Pulton,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama,  Llan,  lleswt 
Morris,  Nicholas^  Bive^  Robinaon,  Sevier,  Sl^Rlg^ 
Tipton,  Walker,  White— 18. 

Nats— Meaara.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  Davi«,  Bwing  of  Ohii^  Hubbard, 
Kent,  King  of  Georgia.  Kniglit, .  Nilea,  Page*  Vra/Sm, 
Bobbins,  Ru)ncle«»  Swift,  Tallmadge— 19. 

Hr.  BBNTON  then  offered  tha  lUlewtng  moA- 
menti 

That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  bead  of  ■ 
family,  young  man  over  the  age  of  eighteen  yean,  or 
widow,  not  havinff  received  a  donation  of  land  fron  ths 
United  States,  and  being  or  wishing  to  be(;onie  an  actuil 
settler  on  any  parcel  of  public  land  which  shall  bive  r^ 
mained  five  years  nnsold  after  having  been  oStni^ 
private  sale  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  peracre, 
and  not  exceeding  in  quantity  theamount  of  wit  qwtcr 
section,  to  demand  and  receive,  from  the  proper  regiiiT 
and  receiver,  a  written  permission  lo  settle  on  the  noff 
upon  payment,  to  be  made  lo  the  proper  receiver,  of '« 
sum  of  seventy-five  cents  per  acrej  and  ifsuch  persoOtH 
applying  for  and  receiving  such  permission,  shall 
with  settle  on  the  said  Isnd,  and  be  or  ahe,  or  his  or  Mr 
heirs  or  legal  representative^  shall  cultivate  the  same  nr 
five  Bucceauve  years,  and  ahall  be  a  oitixen  or  ehixeiu  si 
the  United  Slates  at  the  end  of  that  time,  then,  on  prop^ 
proof  being  made,  before  the  register  and  receiver,  «f 
such  settlement,  cultivation,  and  etttienship,  a  pa'si" 
shall  issue  for  ibe  said  land  to  the  peraon  who  rewrn 
such  permission,  or  his  or  her  heirs  or  legal  rep***^^ 
lives.  And  the  faith  of  the  United  Bute*  is  hcreq^ 
pftdged  to  all  persons  who  may  setile  on  the  pwH 
lands  according  to  Ibe  proviriona  of  tbia  aecllon,  tbstM 
dispensation  dial),  at  any  lime»  be  granted  to  any 
vidual  from  complying  with  the  subsUntial  aondrttMi 
herein  prescribed.  And  If  due  proof  of  settlement 
cultivation,  and  citizenship,  as  herein  required,  bt  M* 
made  within  one  year  next  after  the  expiralioa  cTM" 
five  years,  the  said  land  shall  again  be  subject  to  «^ 
at  private  sale,  as  bnd  belonging  to  tha  United  SisKa 
And  if  two  or  more  persona^  entitkd  under  tbis  sn 
to  the  privileges  of  actusl  aettlers,  shall  apply  f* 
same  parcel  of  land,  then  ihe  regiater  and 
shall  immediately  decide  the  r^ht  of  preference  beiW" 
iliem,  according  to  priority  of  aeltlement  and  t^w 
equitable  circumMaoceS)  and  where  these  are  cqu"  <"* 

dccMon ibaU be nadt by k)t.  C^r^r\n\o 
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The  qneMion  wh  taken  on  its  adopthm  by  yeu  and 

•M  followil 

T*A»— Mow*.  BentOBt  Bbck,  Dum,  Ewtng  of  lilt. 
Mb.  Puhon,  Hendrieli^  Ki>f  of  Alabtma,  Linn,  Moore, 
McMTfab  Nioholai,  Boblmon,   Serier,  Stnnge, 

TipJon,  Walker,  WUte— 18. 

Nan— MeMra>  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay* 
ton,  Crittenden,  Davis  Ewing  of  Ohio,  HoblMrd,  Kmt, 
Ki^  of  eeorirla,  Knight,  Nilei,  Page,  PreollH,  Robbing 
Baj^lea,  Swift,  TallMMlge,  Wrigbt— 

8*  Ike  aewndment  waa  loat. 

Mr.  SBVIBR  offered  an  amendment,  wbldi  granted 
the  aetv^  aetthr  a  pre-emption  right,  on  hia  showing 
that  he  bad  neeepted  a  quarter  section  aix  months  imme- 
diately  preTioas  to  a  land  sale.    Thta  waa  affreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRIS  now  obaerred  that  the  bill,  aince  iU 
firat  being  reported  by  the  oommitlee,  had  undergone 
a*  many  modifications,  and  the  pre-emptiTe  feature  in  it 
had  been  ao  mueb  ehanged  for  the  worse,  that,  by  way 
•r  teallnir  the  opinkm  m  the  Senate  whether  that  prinei* 
pie  ahould  be  retained,  he  would  more  to  atrike  out  the 
entire  section  (the  4th)  on  that  subject. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  CLAT,  and  opposed 
by  Mcaars.  UNN,  SBVIBR,  and  BENTON,  and  with 
great  vahemenee  by  Mr.  WALKER,  who  obaerred  that 
tf  the  two  features  of  gradoaiion  and  preemption  were 
atrieken  oat  of  the  Irii^  be  ibould  abandon  it  at  oncei 
when 

Mr.  NOBWS  expreaaed  a  wiah  to  addrcaa  the  Senate 
ki  bekatf  of  hie  motitm,  and  moved,  theretipon,  an  ad- 
jeewenti  wMdi  prevailed, 

Aod  (he  Senate  •djoamed. 

Wbdivmbit,  JaaV4Br  9.4. 
RICHARD  W.  MEADE. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  eonKideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  (he  executrix  of  Richard  W.  Meade. 

The  subject  of  the  bill  hmving  been  debated  at  great 
length  by  Mmrs.  CLAT,  HUBBARD,  WALKER, 
CALHOUN.  WRIGHT,  and  BUCHANAN, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  (o  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  for 
further  exammtlion.    Negatived:  Yess  19,  nsys  33. 

After  further  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HUBBARD, 
the  bill  was  amended  so  as  to  limit  the  amount  to  be  al- 
lowed by  the  commiisioners  named  by  )he  bill  to  (he  pro- 
portion allowed  to  other  claimants,  from  the  95,000,000, 
ander  |he  treaty  with  Spain. 

Also,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaanry  was  aubatituted  on 
the  commission  for  the  Secretary  of  State,  who,  Mr.  H. 
stated,  had  already  given  a  terorable  jadgment  on  tlie 
claim  I  Teas  25. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroBied  for  a  third 
reading. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  resumed  (he  consideration  of  the  apeeial 
order,  which  waa  the  bill  to  reatrlot  the  sale  the  pub- 
te  Uoda  to  aetual  aettlet*. 

The  fpuBiien  bring  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Weaua  lo 
atrike  from  the  biH  the  4th  aeetion,  whieh  refera  to  the 
aubjeet  of  pre>emption  rights  to  be  conferred  on  the  set- 
llcra  who  ahall  fulfil  certain  conditiona— 

Mr.  MORRIS  declined  making,  at  this  (ime,  his 
speech  in  aopport  of  the  motion,  and  suggested  to  Hr. 
WaUKK  the  expediency  of  postponing  the  further  con- 
■ideratiofi  of  the  bill  to  to>niorrow. 

Mf^  WALKER  wished,  first,  to  offer  an  amendment, 
wbidi  had  been  agreed  on  in  the  Land  Committee,  with 
a  view  to  exclude  all  lota  or  tracts  of  land  reaerved  by 
order  of  the  United  States  Government  for  town  lots  or 
other  porposea. 

Mr.  EWING  anggtsted  that  such  an  amendment 
vooU  not  omr  tbt  oaae  of  dkt  fert  at  Cbleafn,  to 


which  he  had  referred  in  his  general  apeeeh  on  the  bil^ 
because  that  lot  had  not  been  reserved  by  any  law,  but, 
as  he  understood,  had  been  erected  on  a  certain  Kte  by 
direction  of  the  Executive.  The  amendment,  to  eff^ 
that  object,  ought  to  except  from  pre-emption  all  lando 
in  the  occupation  of  the  United  States  Oovemment  for 
public  purpoaes. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  proposed  that  the  amendment  shonld 
exclude  all  landa  *' Inhibited  from  sale  by  an  order  made 
pursuant  to  law."  He  then  adverted  to  the  Chicago 
eaae,  and,  while  exprearing  hta  diBappr(d)ation  of  the 
claim  there  ui^ed  for  a  pre-emption  right,  reminded  the 
Senate  that  a  court  of  bis  own  State  had  decided  in  favor 
of  the  claim,  lie  then  repelled,  with  much  warmth,  the 
charge  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Ewiaa,  that  officers  high  in 
the  Government,  and  members  of  Congress,  were  re- 
ported to  be  interested  in  that  claim.  He  was,  himself, 
wholly  free  from  all  connexion  whatever  with  that  af- 
fair. He  had  particularly  inquired,  and  he  knew  of  no 
officera  of  hia  own  Stale,  or  members  of  Congress,  who 
were  concerned  In  it.  He  demaitded  that  the  ^arn 
should  be  made  more  definite,  called  strenuously  for  the 
namea  of  individuals  charged,  and  plei^ed  himself  to 
visit  them,  IF  proved  guilty  of  improper  cmduct,  with 
the  heaviest  punishment  the  Isw  could  inflict.  He  passed 
very  high  encomiums  on  the  character  of  Mr.  Whitlock, 
of  whom  ha  said  that  **  the  Almighty  had  never  made  an 
honester  man,  nor  could  he,  riiould  he  try  it  over  again.*' 

Hr.  EWIKG  explained,  disclaiming  the  most  distant 
suspicion  of  the  Senator  himself,  and  declaring  that  he 
had  not  charged,  nor  did  he  now  charge,  any  individual 
whatever,  but  had  spoken  of  what  waa  public  rumor  on 
the  apot;  and  declared  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  aubjeet 
waa  of  auAcient  importance  to  deserve  the  institution  of 
a  formal  inquiry.  No  name  had  been  mentioned  to  him 
but  that  of  Baubien,  the  original  claimanli  nor  would 
he  have  willingly  received  the  namea  of  individuals,  had 
they  been  offered  to  be  communicated.  He  spoke  in 
general  terms  alone. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  rejoined,  and  reiterated  with  in- 
creased warmth  his  call  for  a  more  apecific  charfrc.  He 
then  proceeded  to  reply  to  the  reflections  whiph  had 
been  oast  during  the  debate  of  yesterday  on  the  charac- 
ter of  thoae  who  went  upon  the  public  landa  and  impro- 
ved them,  and  then  demanded  pre-emption  righta.  What 
were  they?  Thieveaf  Pirates?  Robbers?  Where  did 
they  come  from?  From  the  Ststes  where  the  public 
lands  lay?  Not  but  from  all  parts  of  the  Union.  He 
should  be  proud,  could  be  compare  characters  with  many 
of  the  aettlers  thus  denounced.  He  eulogixed  their  ps- 
triotism,  bravery,  and  integrity,  and  complamed  of  the 
reiteration  of  the  terma  *'  treapaasera"  and  *•  aquatter^" 
which  had  been  repeatedly  applied  to  them.  He  hoped 
the  Government  would  entertain  and  act  on  better  viewst 
but  (added  Mr.  R.)iryou  do  not,  we  will  learn  you— yes, 
we  will  learn  you  a  lesson — that  (be  Free  people  of  these 
United  States  are  not  going  to  be  deprived  of  their  rights. 
He  then  upbraided  the  Government  with  a  mercenary 
spirit  in  its  conduct  toward  these  hardy  and  induslrioua 
men,  very  Inconaialent  with  its  high  claim  of  being  the 
only  free  Government  on  earth,  the  refuge  of  the  op- 
pressed, 8(0.,  and  cried,  shame,  shame  upon  it. 

Mr,  TIPTON  moved  an  adjournment,  but  waived  the 
motion  at  the  reqnest  uF  Mr.  Banroiri  when  the  Senate 
went  into  Executive  business. 

After  which,  and  some  explanatory  remarks  having 
been  made  on  the  land  question  by  Mr.  WALKER— 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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cept  to  »etuftl  aettlert,  snd  in  limited  qiuntitieii  wu 
taken  op  u  the  tpeciil  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  WALKER  moTcdu  amendmeat*  toeieept  from 
the  opentiona  of  th«  bill(  and  Trom  pre*eniption>,  all 
landi  oecupted  under  the  autboritjr  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  that  have  been  or  maj'  be  rcaerred  by  law  for  any 
apecial  purpoae,  or  for  town  lotat  wUeh  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

After  lome  remarka  from  Mr,  RUGQLES, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  anendment  wa* 
further  amended*  by  inierting  a  proriao  that  no  written 
or  verbal  oontraot,  morlpK^,  or  other  encumbrance, 
made  with  a  View  to  evade  (he  proviiioni  of  thii  act, 
shall  be  binding. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  an  amendment,  itriking  out  the 
provision  permitting  a  purchaier  of  the  public  landa  at 
any  time  within  five  yeara  to  relinquish  the  land  pur- 
ebaaed  and  receive  back  the  purehaae  mtmey. 

After  tome  remarks  in  support  of  this  amendmenti  by 
Meurs.  WHITE.  LINN,  GRUNDT,  and  CLAY,  it  was 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  bill  waa  here  laid  on 
the  table,  to  allow  him  to  make  a  motion  with  regard  to 
the  qualification  of  the 

MICHIGAN  SENATORS. 

A  mMan  waa  then  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  by  Mr.  Aaoaaw  Jacuov,  jr.,  bis 
aecretsry,  stating  that  the  President  bad  signed  the  bill 
for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union 
on  an  equsi  fuoting  with  the  original  Slates.- 

The  credentials  of  the  Hon.  Johk  Noavai-L  and  the 
Hon.  LvciQs  Ltoh,  eireled*  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  f>f  Michigan,  on  the  lOtb  November,  1835,  to  rep- 
resent that  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
were  read  by  the  Secretaryj  and, 

On  motion  of  Ur.  GRUNDY,  the  usual  oath  to  support 
the  constitution  of  the  United  Statea  waaadministered  to 
Mesirs.  NoBVatt  and  Lvoa  by  the  Vice  President,  and 
they  took  their  seals  in  the  Senate. 

PUBLIC  L\NDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  (he  land  bill  waa  igain 
takrn  upt  when 

Hr.  BUCFIANAN  submitted  an  Rmendment,to  allow  to 
fathers,  in  each  of  the  Suies,  having  children  between 
the  ages  of  twelve  and  twenty-one  years,  or  to  mothers 
of  such  children,  whose  fathers  are  dead,  to  enter  a 
aeetion  of  land  in  the  name  of  esch  child,  the  patent  not 
to  isue  until  the  child,  in  whose  name  the  entry  is  made, 
beeomea  of  age. 

-  Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  (hat  he  had  expected  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  would  have  aubmitted  an 
amendment  of  the  character  of  (he  one  he  bad  juat  offeredt 
but  inasmuch  as  they  had  nnt  done  so,  he  felt  it  his  duty  io 
offer  it,  and  to  a'ate  concisely  (he  reason  why,  in  his 
opinion,  it  should  be  adopted.  In  the  old  Statea  of  this 
Union  it  waa  well  known  that,  whc^n  a  bther  ofa  family 
gels  a  little  Forward  in  the  world,  there  wu  nothing 
more  common  than  for  him  to  go  into  the  new  States  for 
tile  purpose  of  purchasing  land,  as  a  provision  for  his 
chil  Iren  when  they  became  of  age.  These  people  (Mr. 
B.  said)  seldom  purchased  more  than  a  half  section  of 
land;  and  if  gentlemen  wished  to  restrict  the  operation 
of  hisamendmentlothiaqnantity,  he^ould  have  no  great 
objection  to  it.  The  land  is  thua  purchased,  (continued 
Mr.  B.,)  and  as  sure  as  the  chikl  for  whom  it  is  intended 
becomes  twenty-one  yeurs  of  age,  he  goes  out  to  the 
West  with  his  wagon  and  horaea,  and  farming  imple- 
ments, and  becomes  the  very  best  settler  that  the  new 
States  can  have.  No  speculation  was  intended  by  this 
mode  of  purchase,  and  none  could  possibly  lake  place 
under  it.   It  wuutd  be  a  great  advaniagc  to  the  eitiscu 


of  the  old  States  to  permit  them  in  this  way  to  provide 
fur  their  children,  and  he  apprehended  (hat  (be  new 
Statea  would  be  equally  benefited  by  being  thus  pre- 
vided  with  'Such  a  meritorioaa  ctaas  of  setllers  as  the 
sons  of  the  industrious  and  respectable  brmeraoftlM 
old  States.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  hoped  that  the  Cvw 
miltee  on  Public  X.anda  would  have  offered  this  sBitd. 
menti  but,  as  they  had  not  done  so,  be  bad  feh  it 
his  duty  to  submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  Seastlt 
trusting  that  no  objection  would  be  mode  to  it. 

Hr.  CLATaaidhewu  very  glad  the  gentleman  bs« 
Pennsylvania  had  offered  the  amendment  (or  K  mU 
not  have  come  from  a  more  appropriate  quarter.  But 
be  would  ask  why  there  was  to  beany  greater privilega 
in  the  ease  of  a  child  of  a  provident  and  attenUve  fttber 
than  in  that  of  a  aon  or  daughter  who  might  be  left  or- 
phans^ Di.l  not  every  consideration  of  humanily  cuty  out 
the  principle  to  the  grandehlld  u  well  aatotheehiUlf  Ht 
would  suggest,  then,  to  the  Senator  from  Pennqrhaaia 
so  to  modify  his  amendment  as  to  embraoe  that  relaUoB 
as  well  aa  the  olhera. 

Mr.  WALKER  said  that  it  would  be  rcoolleoted  bf 
the  Senate,  that  among  (he  greatest  objections  to  lbs 
bill  waa  that  raised  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,_(llr. 
Ewias,]  that  it  would  increase  instead  of  diouniMf 
the  land  sales^  by  facilitating  the  entry  of  Undt  that  ia* 
dividnals  would  not  only  enter  lands  in  theirown  oaaie^ 
but  in  the  names  of  all  their  ehildren.  Now,  if  these  ob* 
jeetions  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  would  apply  to  the  bill 
itself,  they  would  undoubtedly  apply  with  still  greater 
furce  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senalorfrom  Penmybanis. 
He  did  not  bimsetf,  however,  agree  wi(h  (be  Seaibe 
from  Ohio,  and  would  have  no  objection  to  Uie  MKid* 
ment  of  his  friend  from  Penn^lvania,  with  a  slight  modi- 
fication. The  bill  itself  (Mr.  W.  said)  provided  for  tba 
entry  of  land*  by  minors,  after  arriving  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  Therefore,  if  (he  gentleman  woulJ  con- 
fine his  amendment  to  minors  between  the  ages  of 
twelve  and  eighteen  years,  he  would  agree  toil. 

Mr.  E  WINO,  of  Ohio,  said  hia  objection  to  the  bill  n 
the  Senator  from  Miniasippi  waa  not  to  any  of  the  pir> 
ticuUrs  to  which  the  gentleman  bad  just  referred,  but  it 
waa  that  a  father  conid  enter  in  the  name  of  his  wiiei* 
child  a  tract  of  bind,  provided  he  lived  near  it,  but  that 
fathers  living  in  (he  old  Stales  hid  not  that  pririlrge. 
Now,  he  (Mr.  E.)  conceived  this  to  be  a  great  ob- 
jection to  the  bill,  for  it  waa  giving  a  great  preference  » 
favor  of  actual  settlers,  over  those  living  at  a  distancei  < 
was,  in  fact,  placing  it  in  the  power  of  those  re*i<J«'  * 
the  apot  to  monopolise  to  the  amount  of  threefolo  or 
fivefold  more  of  the  public  lands  than  those  liunsata 
remote  distance  from  them.  He  thought,  then,  ilui 
bill  should  be  modified,  rather  than  the  amendment,  aw 
so  as  to  confine  the  entry  of  lands  to  parents  ia  behaliot 
their  children  who  may  be  between  the  age  of  tvcln 
and  twenty-one  years.  . 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  remarked  that  he  did  <»*  Jf 
embarraas  the  bill  by  offering  any  provtsiofl  to  it  «W 
be  did  not  deem  absolutely  neceaaary,  in  order  to  pK* 
vent  a  public  good  from  b«ng  converted  into  a  pubw 
evil(  but  he  could  not,  representing  aa  he  did  an  agn- 
cultural  community,  (many  members  of  which 
frequently  going  West  wi(h  (heir  children,  »bgse 
fare  was  of  some  importance,}  forego  tbiaopporteiaV'' 
proposing  tbia  amendment.    He  should  like  to  fcn^ 
what  eourae  to  poraue  which  would  render  his 
ment  successful.    If  so,  he  would  move  to  ••o*'*^*?* 
bill  as  reported  by  the  committee,  by  aaying  that  the  * 
dividual  ahould  enter  at  Ihe  age  of  twenty-one,  inai«~ 
of  eighteen.   He  thought  it  waa  but  proper  Uiat  a  y**'^ 
before  arriving  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  ought  n«w 
have  any  inducement  offered  him  to  quit  the  P««"^ 
roof.   Ueciiteruiaad  the  opufton  JIM  Mfi^ 
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nM  required  Ibu  CfKirscj  tad  it  he  did  not  think  thil 
!rr  ns  Mine  tlang^cr  to  be  tpprehended  in  rrgird  to 
t  Im  of  the  amendment,  he  thould  cerUinly  m^ke  the 
idificiiioa  which  had  beeo  su|^«iled  to  liimi  and  \{ 
rgenileiwui  would  move  to  ttrike  out  *' eifctiteen," 
1  iMCft  •<  tweaty^e,"  he  (Ur.  It.)  woald  then  vote 
any  hk  propeaitioii  into  execution. 
Hr.  UNN  m(yeited  to  Ibe  Senitorfrotn  PennqrW^nia 
*  hit  aaendawttty  aa  it  Mood  now*  would  be  more 
djrtoreeeireihe  roteoTtbe  mtjorily  than  ifmodiHed. 
*.  L-  nid  ibat  if  tbe  amendment  thould  prevail,  it 
nU  be  at  vartanoe  with  tbe  whole  objector  the  bill. 
Hr.  UORKIS  contended,  that  iflhe  amendment  should 
(ntl|the  title  of  tlie  bill  should  be  changed.  It  ought 
Wcoiiiled  "  A  bilt  to  encourage  the  settlement  of 

■  public  bndt  by  law."  He  repeated  ih>tl  if  the 
Mdaent  sbould  be  ndopled,  it  wouki  entirely  destroy 
egival  object  intended  to  be  accitmpliahcd  by  the  bill, 
dopen  vide  (he  flood-gatea  or»pecuUiicin. 

Mr.  BAYABO  remarked  tliat  tbe  tfTectof  the  bill, 
itu  present  stood,  was  to  confine  itii)eneGiB  entirely 
iilie  inh^itents  of  the  neighborhood,  to  the  exclusion, 
liict,  af  those  living  at  adistsnce.  He  maintained  that 
nnibt  of  entering  lands  should  begiren  to  tbe  uncles 
f  tiUdm,  and  also  to  guardian%  «■  well  as  fathera  and 
pisftilwrs,  in  behalf  of  the  child  or  children  whose 
anilBHvbedead. 

Mr.  UOKKlS  hoped  the  anrtendment,  or  substitute,  for 
X  wijritil  bill,  ■■  reported  by  tbe  Uummittee  on  Pub- 
cUnd^  and  amended,  together  with  the  amendment 
'tbe  Senior  from  Penn^lvaniSf  might  be  printed,  and 
kt  hnher  comkleraiion  of  the  mbjecl  postponed  till  to. 

Hr.  WALKER  hoped  not.  If  the  proposition  of  the 
!H  Irnun  from  Pennsj  Ivania  prevailed,  lie  would  have 

■  otijfctian  (o  postpone  the  funher  consideration  of  the 
■iB  MI  <o-ntorrow. 

Mr.  LINN  miied  the  bill  to  be  what  it  purported,  to 
•■fisetlienleBof  abe  public  lands  to  acluti  settlers. 
n>t«Mill  lieilesired. 

Mr.  BUCUANaM  observed,  that  with  all  the  favor. 
^  fcelinp  he  had  for  the  interests  of  the  West,  he 
M  not  knojv  that  Ue  could  vole  for  this  bill,  unless  it 
^<une:l  Miae  kucia  provision  as  the  one  he  bad  lubmit- 
^-  Wti  ihis  amendment  to  open  wide  the  fluod-gKles 
"•pecubtinn?    What  was  there  in  it  tu  authorize  such 
iprciliciioiiF   How  could  speculatiun  possibly  be  prac* 
*«duiMlfr  ii?  If  gentlemen  lliought  the  quantity  ot  Ui.d 
f>pnU  be  cared  not  ifthcy  reduced  it  beluw  a  section) 
^  M  fv  as  his  eoiiMiluenU  were  concerned,  be  did  not 
"^'«ihrt  oncin  ■  hundred  of  tltcm  ever  purchased 
■"'e  ll»»n  a  quarter  of  a  secliun. 
Hov  (Ur.  u.  ulted)  could  speculation  ever  be  attempt* 
Wandrr  this  provision^    N«  patent  was  to  issue  until 
«et>iUfur  whom  the  land  was  purchaacd  arrived  at 
of  Iweniy^ne  yearsi  and  was  it  likely  that  any 
^'*r  vnuM  travel  from  the  Ailanlie  to  the  extreme 
^ni  to  buy  hnd  for  his  child,  fur  which  lie  is  tu  receive 
IWwil  for  e^jht  or  ten  year%  eoooumeriiig  all  the 
snd  expense  of  the  journey  with  a  view  of 
■■■'"K lipfeuialinn*    The  very  circumsisnce  that  no 
P***"'  «  to  inue  until  the  child  becomes  twenty-one 
l^^""'"!?*  would  of  itself  prevent  the  possibility  of  a 
^^'''wwn.   It  was  isking  a  litUe  too  much,  said  Mr. 
^t'lnrxpeci  utof  the  old  States  to  vote  fur  a  bill  of  this 
■""1.  vntinit  some  fluch  praviaion.    He  did  not  say  thai 
«<»ild  not  vole  fur  the  bill  without  the  adoption  of 
Zm?^'''*     contended  for,  but  he  did  say  that  after 
wfRciently  matured,  and  was  out  of  com- 
jj^*'  M  »wjU  weigh  well  all  iu  advantages  and 
and  that  the  absence  of  tltia  provision 
J J"Jf"  the  scale  against  it.    Mr.  B.  suggested  that 
.  better  to  poatpoM  tbe  UU  for  tlie  prtsent, 

V*i.XUI.-^6 


(tniil  all  the  amendments  were  printed.  He  did  not 
know  at  present  whether  he  would  or  would  not  makea 
modificatinn  of  his  amendment,  but  he  certainly  would 
contend  for  the  principle  it  conUined  with  all  the  ability 
he  possessed. 

Mr.  KINO,  of  Alabama,  made  some  observsllons  la 
bvor  of  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
UoEBis.]  He  wished  to  see  the  bill  in  print  in  the 
shape  in  wbioh  it  now  stood,  in  order  to  thoroughly  un- 
derstanding it  before  voting,  or  agreeing  to  it  as 
amended  in  eammittee.  It  was  not  now  the  bill  it  was 
as  it  came  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  for  tt 
bsd  undergone  manyamendmenl((  and  though  a  number 
of  them  were  ssid  to  be  verbal,  yet  he  apprehended 
that  they  had  materially  chanjred  the  character  of  the 
original  bill.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  said  the  amend- 
ment of  tbe  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  BucHAXaii] 
would  change  tlie  whole  character  of  the  billi  and  if  so, 
lie  could  not  vole  fur  ilt  for  the  principal  object  they 
all  had  in  view  was  (o  check  apeeillation,  lessen  the 
gieat  amount  of  the  land  sales,  and  thus  dtminiah  a  too 
redundant  revenue.  These  were  the  objt-cts  for  which 
the  bill  was  introduced,  and  he  wislied,  by  having  the 
bill  printed  as  it  then  stood,  to  see  how  far  it  reisined 
its  original  cliaracler.  He  was  not  disposed  to  enter  hi- . 
to  an  examination  of  all  the  provitions  t>f  the  bill  now. 
He  waa  not  prepared  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  tba 
changes  that  had  been  Made  in  it  by  tbe  many  amend* 
menis  which  were  called  verbal,  and  which  no  Senator 
had  been  able  to  keep  an  exact  account  of.  It  vu, 
therefore,  necessary  that  ihe  whole  subject  should  bo 
distinctly  presented  to  the  Senate  before  taking  any 
further  question  on  it,  as  nothing  could  be  gained  by 
hurrying  the  question  before  the  details  were  arranged. 
He  wiriied,  furiber,  tu  see  whst  modification  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  would  give  to  his  amendment. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  WALKER  in  opposU 
t'oit  10  tlie  postponement, 

The  q<ie»tioii  was  taken  on  Mr.  Mcibbis's  motion,  and 
the  bill  was  postponed  till  to-morrow,  anil  the  amend> 
menis  of  the  committee,  with  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Hr.  Bvcaasav,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TKEASURY  CIRCULAR. 

Mr.  WALKItIt  moved  to  postpone  the  previous  or- 
der-^, and  take  up  the  bill  designating  a<>d  limiting  tbo 
funds  receivable  fur  duea  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EWING  expressed  an  opinion  in  ftvor  of  tbe 
motion,  and 

Mr.  RU6GLES  against  it,  inasmueh  as  it  wss  inti- 
mately ci>nnect<-d  with  the  land  bill,  whose  f<ite  ought 
Grat  to  he  lorcerlai ned. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  tlioiighl  gentlemen  did  not  duly 
gympatliize  with  those  who  were  suH'ering  embarrass- 
ment miller  the  operation  uf  the  Treasury  order.  Every 
hour  that  order  continued,  it  inflicted  injury  ami  degra. 
dation  on  the  Weat.  He  Imped  the  bill  wuukl  be  taken 
up,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tbe  niotioni 
wh  cli  were  ordered. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Al:ibama,  ssid  heshnuld  vote  for  taking 
up  the  bill,  becHUse  be  believed  it  right  and  proper  lo 
legislate  on  the  sRbject,  and  not  becnuiie  lie  considered 
the  continuance  of  the  Treasury  order  as  in  any  way 
degrxding.  He  could  see  no  special  connexion  between 
this  measure  and  the  land  bill,  to  require  a  delay  of 
this  bill.  The  action  on  tbe  land  bill  should  terminate. 
This  measure  should  be  carried  independently  of  ihiit. 

Mr.  MORRIS  s>*i«l,  if  the  object  w^s  lo  take  an  imme- 
diate vule  on  the  bill,  he  was  opposed  to  taking  it  up. 
He  was  not  now  disposed  to  vote  eiilier  for  tliia  bill  or 
the  amendment.  He  was  opposed  to  the  GoTerniiKnt*s 
interfering  in  any  way  with  the  State  inatitutionv,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  and  beaks  wet«  State  instiiutbiDS. 
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The  qtieition  being  then  put,  on  tibinp  up  the  bill* 
WAS  deciJerl  by  yeas  bdiI  ni>i,  ts  followa: 

Ybam — MeiarB.  BayarJ,  RUck,  D'ucharan,  CiUiount 
CUy,  Clivton,  Cnttenden,  Cuttibert,  DwiOf  Ewing- 
lllmt)i«,  Rwinj;  of  Ohio,  Hcn<lrick%  Hubbard,  Kent, 
ILinK  of  AUbama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Kloore, 
Nieholaa,  Norvel).  Preniis*,  Preston,  Itivei,  R->bbins 
Kobinson.  Sevier,  Southard,  Swift,  Talltnadge,  Tipton, 
Tomlinion,  Walker,  While— 33. 

Nats— Metara.  Benton,  Brown,  Dana,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Linn,  Morria,  Nilei,  Page,  Rugglea,  Strange, 
Wright— IS. 

So  the  Sentte  decided  that  the  bill  abould  be  taken 
up. 

Mr.  BIVES  thereupon  offered  an' amendment,  to  ex- 
tend the  prohibition  respecting  the  nolei  of  binki 
iniuing  notea  of  amalt  denomination*,  to  tt  tn  embrace, 
after  the  30(h  of  December,  1841,  notea  of  (30.  [The 
bill  only  extended  to  th<>ae  of  five  and  of  ten  ditllara.] 

He  aupported  the  amendment  in  a  short  apeech, 
urging  the  moral  effect  of  the  meaaurr,  and  its  necrsiity, 
M  the  only  means  of  efirciing  the  enlargement  of  the 
•pectt  basis  iTour  eirctilation. 

Mr.  BWINO  referred  to  «  provision  in  the  bill  which 
Mquiretthedepnsite  banks  to  receive  and  pass  to  the 
epedKofO'iTemment  all  auch  bank  notes  ts  they  receive 
in  general  depoiiite.  This  took  away  their  power  to 
oppress,  and  reconciled  htm  to  the  bill,  which  should 
now  have  his  vole.  The  effect  of  Mr.  Rites's  amend- 
ment would  be  to  confine  the  circulation  of  the  large 
notes  in  the  Weat  to  the  banks  In  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  deposite  bank%  white  all  the  small  notes  circula- 
ting there  would  be  those  of  banks  at  a  distance,  to 
whom  it  was  of  leas  consequence  ihst  their  notes  should 
be  received  at  the  land  offices  than  that  Uieir  email  notes 
should  have  a  wide  circulation. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  NILES,  and  a  brief 
speech  from  Mr.  WALKER,  the  question  on  Mr- 
RiTRS'l  amCndnMnt  wai  decided  by  yeit  and  nays,  ss 

TxAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Culhbrrt, 
]>*tia,  Bwing  of  lllinoia.  Pultun,  Rrundy,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Gtorgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nilea,  Norvell.  Page, 
Preaton,  Hivea,  Ri>bina«)n,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Walker,  While,  Wrlglit- 25. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  BUck,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
psvis,  Ewiiig  of  Ohio,  Hendricks  Kent,  King  of  Ala- 
bama,  Knight,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicliolas*  Prentiss,  Rob- 
bins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlii)son— 18. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  engroaiment. 

Tilt  Seuatelben  adjourned. 

Fbid&t,  Jahvabt  37. 
MICHIGAN  SENATORS. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  obaerved  that  yesterday  the  Senators 
from  the  State  of  Michigan  were  admitted  to  their  seatst 
and  as  the  consliiution  required  that  they  should  be 
placed  in  their  appropriate  clatses,  he  auppi>aed  that 
this  had  belter  be  done  at  once.  He  woulil  therefore 
submit  a  resolution,  and  ask  f«>r  its  immediate  adoption. 
Mr.  G.  then  submiiied  the  following  rcioluiion,  which 
was  considered  and  adopted: 

BetoMt  That  the  Senste  proceed  to  ascertain  the 
elaws  in  which  the  Senators  from  the  Slate  of  Michigan 
shall  be  inserted,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of 
the  14th  M»y,  1789.  . 

Mr.  GRUNDY  observed,,  that  before  submitting  the 
motion  tu  carry  the  resolution  into  effect,  a  word  of  ex- 
pisnaiion  wuuld  perhaps  be  necesssry.  I'here  were, 
according  to  the  cnnsiituUnn,  three  claMes  of  Senatnrot 
and  titere  wu  an  equal  number  of  each,  until  the  eomins 
ut  of  ibe  8«iiatora  from  Arkansas)  but  one  of  tbcm 


drawing  number  one,  and  the  other  number  three,  of 
course  there  were  more  of  these  numbers  than  of  nunrfxr 
two.  This  he  bad  in  view  in  drawing  up  the  motion, 
and  by  providing  tlial  numbers  two  and  three  oalj  dull 
be  drawn,  the  inrquality  would  be  lessened. 

On  mnlion  of  Hr.  GRUNUV,  it  was 

Ordered,  1'hat  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballotbof 
two  papers  of  equal  size,  one  of  which  absti  be  nQmbe^ 
ed  two,  and  tha  other  shall  be  a  blank,  and  each  8e» 
tor  shall  draw  out  one  paper)  that  the  Senator  vhs 
shall  draw  the  paper  numbertwo  shall  be  inserted  iaths 
cIsM  of  Senutors  whose  terms  of  service  will  expire  on 
the  Sd  day  of  March,  1839)  that  the  Secretaiy  Uiea  pot 
into  (he  ballot  hnx  two  papers  of  equal  sise,  one  of 
which  shall  be  numbered  one,  and  the  other  shall  bs 
numbered  three,  and  the  other  Senator  slwll  diaw  out 
one  paperi  that  if  the  paper  drawn  be  number  nnf,  tht 
Senator  shall  be  inwrted  in  the  class  of  Sena'ors  vhoH 
terms  »f  service  wilt  exipre  the  3<1  day  of  March,  1837i 
and  if  the  paper  drawn  be  number  three,  the  Senator 
shall  be  inserted  in  the  cUss  of  Senators  whose  terlH  of 
service  will  txpire  the  3d  day  of  March,  ISll. 

Ill  pursuance  of  the  abu\-e  order,  Messrs.  Noiviu 
and  Ltox  proceeded  to  draw  ballots  for  their  respective 
claasesi  when  Hr.  Lxov,  drawing  number  t«<^  vsi 
classed  with  the  Senators  whose  terms  of  service  etpin 
on  the  Sd  of  March,  18S9i  and  Mr.  Nortiix,  drarof 
number  three,  was  classed  with  ihe  Benaiori  wlioM 
terms  of  service  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1841. 

AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number  of 
cit'xens  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  stating  that  ihey 
had,  a  number  of  years  pitat,  formed  an  aisuciation  for 
culonixing  free  negroes  with  their  own  content,  on  tfio 
cnaat  of  Africa;  that  many  donations  had  bten  made  to 
them  in  money  and  in  Und",  w  hicli  last  species  of  prop- 
erty they  could  not  render  available,  in  consequence  of 
their  not  havinff  atharter,  and  pra)  ing  for  an  act  of  is- 
corporation  to  enable  them  to  hold  and  convey  real  e» 
tate.  Mr.  C.  miivfd  to  refer  this  memorial  to  the  Cob- 
mittee  on  the  District  of  Cidumbia. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  regretted  that  the  Senator  from  Km- 
tucky  had  thnught  fit  to  present  this  memorial,  and  dep- 
recated any  diacuaston  or  agitation  nf  the  fliibjtct,  wliich 
he  thought  would  miher  tend  to  increase  ilian  to  alhf 
Ibe  rxciiemeiit  which  had  been  produced  by  an  injudt* 
cious  interference  with  a  question  of  much  delioc]'.' 
He  did  not  iniend  to  oppose  ibe  reference  of  the  meiao- 
rial,  but  he  indulged  the  hope  that  the  comm.ttce  would 
sec  Ihe  propriety  of  not  acting  on  it  during  Ihii  lesaion. 

Mr.  CLAY  reprelled  extremely  that  there  shuulJ  l>"e 
been  any  expression,  even  in  a  modified  form,  in  oppo- 
sition to  (he  object  which  the  memorialists  desire  to  at- 
lain.  The  day  would  come,  he  would  venture  to  pr^ 
diet,  when  the  people  living  in  oil  portions  of  this  *ait 
continent  would  become  converts  to  th«  Amerieaned^ 
niaalion  scheme,  and  became  convinced  of  its  utilitfi  sao 
the  humane  principles  by  which  it  is  charaeieriaeil  is 
striving  tu  ameliorate  the  preaent  condition  of  ibe  Afi^ 
can  race. 

The  object,  ihen,  of  the  memorialistir,  was  to  ttvA 
free  n-grurs,  with  their  own  voluntary  consent,  to 
beria.    They  do  not  dratre  to  touch  any  interest  nor  any 
property— to  affect  no  right  of  any  citixen  Yvtn,  or 
the  Siatea.   The  memoriahsls  co.-ne  here  and  tril  ib« 
Senate  that  many  dunaliona  have  been  made  to  them, 
from  time  to  time,  both  in  land  and  money,  and  it  was 
of  the  highest  importance  that  such  an  act  as  tbfy  ap- 
plied for  should  be  granted.    He  m'ght  remind  the  Sea- 
ale  of  a  donation  that  was  ({iven  the  Coloniaation 
ly  by  one  of  the  best  and  grentcbt  men  this  ciiuntry  M 
ever  prvdiiced— he  meant  lb»1ite^Tuen<>(e  ex-Prt"* , 
Digitized  by  VjOOQ  LC 


565 


OF  DEBATES  IJN  CONGRESS. 


566 


jlm.  37,  lasr.] 


Jmeriem  Colonization  Soeiety, 


dent  MadiflCMi.  He  beque»tbed  the  donation  (on  «c- 
eount  of  there  not  being  in  rxiitenee  nieh  an  act  ai 
thcw  nemorialiits  pray  fur)  to  Mr.  Gurley,  for  (he  ben- 
efit of  the  lociely.  Alihough,  in  tlie  present  casr,  the 
tnut  wai  faithfully  executed,  in  ottier  wet  it  might  not 
bet  hence,  Iherefore,  Ihe  niennorialiala  a&k  for  an  act  of 
incorporation,  in  order  that  thry  can  receire  what  may 
be  giren  litem.  How,  Ihe  object  waa  deir,  wm  inter- 
esting-, was  just,  was  natural;  and  he  could  nut  but  tx- 
prew  his  Itope  that  an  act  of  ineorporutiun  would  be 
granted  them. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  after  some  rrnnrksin  reply  to  Mr. 
Clat,  said  that  from  Ihe  first  to  the  last  he  bad  been  un- 
der the  impression  that  any  interference  with  Ihe  objects 
of  tbia  society  by  Ihe  Genera)  Government  would  not 
only  be  tinconstitulional,  but  would  have  the  inott  mis. 
ehieroaa  effects.  He  would  remind  Itie  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  vho  had  mentioned  the  lute  Mr.  Madison  aa 
one  of  the  friends  of  the  Colonization  Society,  thai  lliat 
great  statesman  was  so  strict  in  hit  notiona  ai  to  the 
granting  of  charters  by  the  General  GoTcmment.  ibat 
be  bad  vetoed  the  act  of  Congress  incorporating  a  church 
in  Alexandria.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  must 
know  thai  great  diversity  of  opinion  existed  among  the 
wisest  and  best  men  of  the  country  aa  lo  the  ultimate 
^ood  to  be  effVc'ed  by  this  societyt  and  that  the  pre- 
miling  opinion  of  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the 
Sooth  was  against  it.  Nine  tenths  of  the  Southern  peo- 
ple at  least,  said  Mr.  C.*  were  opponed  to  any  tnterfer- 
enee  vilb  the  objects  of  Uiis  aociety  by  the  General  Got- 
cmment. 

Hr.  WALRBR  did  not  intend  to  discuit  or  agitate  the 
qtiettion  at  this  time.  He  would  only  stale  that,  among 
Ihe  unfortunate  consequences  which  had  been  produced 
in  Mississipp),  owing  to  the  movements  of  the  abolition- 
ist^ was  the  unpopulsTily  of  Ihe  Colonization  Society, 
which  previously,  on  the  eontrary,  hsd  been  extremely 
popular.  There  vrtn  many  individuals  in  that  State 
who  had  been  very  beneficent  contributors  to  it,  but 
who  now  were  opposed  to  it.  He  thought,  therefore, 
that  Ihe  present  was  a  mobt  unfortunate  period  for  the 
agitation  of  this  question,  not  only  as  regarded  Ihe  coun- 
try, but  for  the  ultimate  success  of  the  Colonisation  So- 
vity.  He  hrped  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  not, 
ani^r  these  ciicumstinces,  press  Ihe  subject  for  the  con- 
lideralion  of  Congrets.  At  some  more  auspicious  tinte, 
when  the  agitation  of  Ihe  abolitionists  shall  have  subsi- 
ded, and  when,  too,  the  country  could  look  unbiased  &l 
the  request  of  the  memorialists,  then  would  be  lh6  more 
sppropriate  period  lo  urge  the  matter. 
'Mr.  CL.AT  replied  that  he  rtiould  be  extremely  bap. 
py  if  be  could  reconcile  It  to  hti  sense  of  duly  to  cim- 
fiirffl  to  the  wishes  of  the  Senator  from  UiMissippi,  [Mr. 
WAtJEcaO'*"^  afiermuch  reflection,  he  wassatisfiedtbHt 
it  was  his  duly  to  present  Ihe  memorial,  and  to  advocate 
the  reference  he  had  proposed.  He  sgreed  with  Ihe 
SeMlor  in  thinking,  that  whatever  of  unpopularity 
had  been  given  to  this  Colonization  Society  resulted  ex- 
chirively  from  the  acts  of  the  abolitionists  i  and  he  would 
take  this  occasion  to  ssy  that,  as  far  as  he  understood 
their  oHjeetf,  Uiey  were  Just  as  much  opposed  to  the  Col- 
eniwtion  Society  as  to  the  slaveholders  of  the  Souihi 
denounoing  it  and  imputing  motives  to  it  which  did  not 
e^s),  and  in  fact  assailing  it  in  evety  possible  form. 
With  regard  to  the  veto  of  Mr.  Madison,  alluded  to  by 
the  Senator  from  Smith  Carolin*,  it  would  be  recollected 
Ibat  ft  was  made  on  the  grounds  tbst  the  act  was  to  in> 
eorporste  a  religious  atsocistion,  which  Hr.  Madison 
soppoaed  wonid  come  In  conflict  with  that  provision  of 
the  constitution  which  declarea  that  Congress  shall  make 
no  law  respecting  the  establishment  of  religion,  W  pro- 
h%iiiiig  the  free  ezeroite  thereof. 
Mr.  C.  doubted  the  aecuracy  of  the  <^iniiH»  of  the 


Senator  fVom  South  Carolina,  as  to  ilie  opposition  of  the 
South  to  the  Coloniaation  Society.  Of  the  slavehotding 
Slateti,  he  was  well  assured  tliat  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  Virginia,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  and 
North  Carolina,  were  in  favor  of  its  objects.  Redid  not 
know  but  that  the  people  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 
were  opposed  to  it,  and  he  could  not  speak  as  to  Ala- 
bama) but  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  just  assured 
them  that  this  society  was  highly  popular  in  his  Stale, 
until  the  excitement  produced  by  the  aboliliontsts  had 
brought  it  into  discredit. 

Hr.  BUCHANAN  rose  to  make  a  suggestion  to  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky;  and  that  was,  that,  if  an  act  of 
incorporation  be  granted  at  alt,  it  must  not  be  confined 
in  its  operation  lo  the  District  of  Columbia)  it  must  go 
to  the  extent  of  the  whole  Union.  ^It  appeared  to  him 
(Mr.  H.)  that  (his  was  not  a  proper  subject  to  be  refeiv 
red  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  which 
was  a  committee  having  a  great  deal  of  business  to  at- 
lend  10,  though  not  of  a  eliarseter  of  such  general  Im> 
portance  a»  was  connected  wiih  this  memorial.  Ho 
should,  therefore,  ibink  it  would  be  belter  to  have  a  sp^ 
cial  committee  on  this  qiieMion.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  understood  the  matter  perfectly  welt,  and 
should  be  placed  at  Ihe  head  of  it,  and  could  bring  for- 
ward such  a  proposition  as  would  meet  general  appro- 
bation. He  (Mr,  U.)  therefore  moved  that  the  mewH 
rial  be  referred  lo  a  select  committee. 

Mr,  CLAY  observed  that  he  understood  the  subject, 
and  bad  determined  to  make  his  proposition  ss  free  from 
objeciion  as  possiblci  and,  therefore,  he  limited  th« 
powers  of  the  act  of  incnrporation  lo  this  District  only- 
He  was  perfectly  aware  that  in  an  attempt  lo  give 
it  a  general  ebaracler,  so  Ibat  the  aociely  might  estal>- 
lisb  branches  here  and  there,  a  coostitutional  question 
would  arise.  Be  hoped  the  Senator  from  Pennqrlrapia 
would  withdraw  liis  motion  for  a  select  committee.  H« 
(Ur.  C.)  did  himself  doubt  whether  Congress  had  the 
power  to  pass  an  act  of  incorporation  which  should  hav« 
powers  beyond  the  District  of  Cflumbia.  But  as  to  the 
memorial,  he  would  say  that,  as  it  came  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Ciilumbis,  Ihe  proper  reference  was  to  the  com- 
mittee having  charge  of  its  alFairt,  to  which  it  might  b« 
aent)  and  he  hoped  that  it  would  report  a  bill  as  speedily 
as  possible.  He  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  postpone 
the  consideration  of  the  subject. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  conceived  that  the  Senator  froa 
Pennsylvania  had  taken  the  proper  view  of  this  question, 
tie  thought,  too,  that  it  sliould  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  and  himself 
view  the  subject  in  a  very  difierent  point  of  view.  A 
mysterious  Providence  bad  brought  the  black  and  the 
white  people  together  from  diffierent  parii  of  Ihe  globes 
and  no  human  power  could  now  separate  them.  The 
wtiites  are  an  Buropean  race,  being  mastersi  and  the  Af- 
ricans are  the  inferior  race,  and  slaves.  He  believed 
that  they  could  exist  among  us  peaceably  enough,  if  un- 
disturbed,  for  all  limet  and  it  was  his  opinion  Itiat  the 
Colonization  Society,  and  alt  the  other  eeliencf  which 
had  been  gotten  up  through  mistaken  notiont  of  philan- 
thropy, in  order  to  bring  about  an  alteration  in  the  coa- 
dition  of  the  African,  had  a  wrong  foundation,  and  wera 
calculated  to  disturb  Ihe  esisling  relations  between  the. 
I  wo  races,  and  the  relations  between  the  North  and  the 
South.  He  knew  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  viewed 
the  subject  in  a  very  different  light,  for  he  liad  stated  on 
many  occasions  the  opinions  he  beld.  He  (Mr.  C.)  be- 
lieved that  the  very  exislenee  of  the  South  depended 
upon  the  existing  relations  being  kept  up,  and  that  evcty 
selteme  which  might  be  introduced,  having  floritsoh. 
Ject  an  alteraUon  in  the  condition  of  the  negro,  was 
pregnant  with  danger  and  ruin.  U  waa  a  benevolcM 
object,  and  highly  dt.ii9^!ff,iibV*@M^^ 
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salion  and  Chrutianity  should  b«  introduced  !n)o  be- 
nigMcil  Africai  but  Ihii  was  a  Gov^rnqnent  of  limited 
power*,  and  had  no  more  lo  do  wrlh  free  negroeo  than 
witli  aUrrst  and  if  Africa  wis  lo  be  Cliristian'zed  ami 
civilised,  he  hnped  it  would  not  be  done  by  tliia  Govern* 
Btent  itciinff  beyond  its  constitutional  pnwerit.  It  was  a 
matter  of  little  importance  lo  liim,  whether  the  memon- 
kl  ahmilil  be  referred  to  a  arlect  committee,  or  to  the 
Committee  nn  the  Diatriet  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  PRESTON  expfeaied  hig  hope  that  the  i«emoria1 
might  be  tent  to  the  Commiitee  on  the  Dialricl. 

Mr.  STItANGE  said  that  he  should  be  compelled  to 
vole  against  the  reference  of  the  memorial  lo  any  com- 
mittee whatsoever,  tie  coincided  in  opinion  with  both 
the  Senatora  from  Souib  Carolina,  that,  were  an  act  of  in- 
corporation  paised,  itaeiTeetswotildbecoeztenbive  with 
the  Union  ilaelf.  And  he  ^ould  deprecate  more  the 
location  of  a  soeif  ty  at  this  point  than  at  any  other,  be- 
cause of  its  commandinir  position,  and  on  account  of  its 
Indicatinf^  the  right  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  so  deli- 
cate and  important  a  subject  It  was  impos^ble  to  be  so 
obtuse  as  not  to  see  that  (his  sociriy,  with  its  Drinreus 
arms,  would  exercise  a  great  influence  over  (lie  in- 
teresu  of  the  Southern  country.  What  wouid  be  its  cf- 
tecXM,  but  to  hold  out  (o  the  tfave  pojiulation  a  desire  lo 
become  free'  He  meant,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
country  in  which  they  live.  Thry  did  not  generally  de- 
vre  freedom,  in  their  degraded  condition,  and  mciat  of  the 
riaves  preferred  living  in  that  condition.  But  when  an  in- 
ducement a  aahelduut  to  them,  it  was  done  to  make  them 
disoontcnted  with  the  situation  in  which  God  had  placed 
them.  He  had  been  opposed  to  the  Hank  of  the  United 
Btale^  because  he  believed  Congress  had  no  power  to 
iprantaeharterout  of  the  District  ofColumbiatand  for  the 
same  reason,  nearly,  be  was  now  alao  opposed  to  granting 
kn  act  of  incorporation  to  the  Colonixation  Society  in  this 
District,  because,  in  Its  very  nature,  its  operations  eoiild 
not  be  confined  to  it  solely. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  after  a  few  remarks,  (aid  that  no 
gentleman  eould  look  upon  this  question  without  per- 
ceiving that  it  involved  one  of  ihe  greatest  constitution- 
al questions  that  could  possibly  be  raised.  What  was  it' 
Simply  to  charter  the  Colonization  Society  of  the  n'tslriet 
of  Columbia/  Why,  said  Mr.  B.,  are  not  the  members 
Of  this  society  scaliered  all  over  the  Uniop,  and  is  it  not 
Its  object  to  eilablish  an  empire  tn  Africa'  Did  not  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  aay  that,  through  its  nteans, 
civilisation  and  Christianity  were  to  be  extended  over 
Afriea?  These  were  meat  benevolent  and  praiseworthy 
cbjeetf,  Mr.  B.  said,  and  he  hoped  they  might  succeed; 
but  he  would  ask,  were  these  grand  objecta  In  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Calumbia,  con- 
siituled,  aa  it  was,  to  take  charfie  of  the  local  interests 
of  this  ten  miles  square'  He  could  not  tliink  that  this 
was  a  proper  question  for  the  consideration  of  the  Dis- 
trict ComnHtleei  but  it  would  be  an  appropriate  subject 
of  coQsidawioii  Ibr  ibe  Committee  on  tlM  Ju^ciai^, 
which  was  eenatituted  to  Uke  cognisance  of  questions 
Involving  constitutional  law.  Detirouv,  however,  to 
bave  aa  much  light  as  possible  on  this  subject,  and 
knowing  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  waa  perfectly 
well  acquainted  with  it,  be  would  greatly  prefer  refer- 
ring the  memorial  to  a  select  committee,  of  which  that 
gentleman  should  be  the  bead,  in  order  that  the  public 
might  be  enlightened  by  tlie  able  report  that  ite  would 
makei  but  if  tliis  could  not  be  done,  he  thought  it  ought 
to  be  sent  lo  the  standing  commiitee  which  bad  a  pe- 
culiar charge  over  constitutional  queGtioni. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  the  argument  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania  was  founded  upon  the  hypothesis 
that  the  operationa  of  this  society  were  nut  to  be  confi- 
wtA  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  were  to  be  coexten- 
«w  wiih  the  UnUn.   It  should  be  recollected,  however. 


that  the  memorisnala  did  not  come  here  te  aik  br  snf 

Irgalization  of  their  operalions,  (or  they  could  Koon,  ii 
tliey  had  alresdy  gone  on  for  twenty  y^ars  ptU.  Thej 
eould  fit  out  their  vessels  from  Norfolk,  New  Orlnn, 
and  elsewhere,  without  coming  lo  ask  Congress  for ptr> . 
mission.  Having,  then,  got  that  power  now,  khejii' 
not  a>-k  the  aid  of  Congress  lo  carry  on  their  opmUoH 
in  that  respect  at  all.  The  error  into  whiebthe)Mb 
man  had  lallen  was,  in  not  limiting  hta  vieva  loihiias>: 
gle  fad— (hat  the  memorialiats  abked  Congress  to  pi«  j 
them  simply  the  power  to  receive  and  to  hold  preptflf  i 
bestowed  upon  them  by  voluntary  benevolrncr.  j 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  wished  to  aik  Ihe  Brnlar  rrosj 
Kentucky  one  question.  If  a  charter  was  (TsntH  ij 
Congreaa  to  this  society  in  the  District  of  CoUistiiir ; 
would  not  the  whole  society  be  thereby  o^witedl 
Would  not  the  presidents  and  oiReers  of  Ute  Mitiliin|| 
societies  set  in  obedience  lo  thia  aociety  hete'_  Heeow ' 
not  (Mr.  B.  ssid)  conceive  of  two  distinct  soaet>ei 

Mr.  CLAY  could  not  ssy  as  lo  theofficenef  iWso- 
iliaryaocietiest  but  the  actual  corporalon  mU l>t tO" 
idents  of  ihe  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  STRANGE  woiild  aay  one  woid  in  reiAytB  w; 
last  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Kenlaeky.  If  w 
aociety  waa  rffieient,  without  legislation,  why  M  IkT 
desire  something  else*   And  that  brought  to  hs»« 
all  the  consequences  growing  out  of  a  society  rfiW 
character.   If  it  required  to  be  legalized,  be  awH 
recaie  the  consequences  of  that  legallzslion.  I'W'J' 
parent  that  they  could  not  get  along  so  well 
legislation  as  with  it.     He  was  ppposed 
them  any  assistance  at  allt  for,  if  Congress  grsnlfd 
simply  the  powers  they  asked,  it  would 
ing  less  than  lo  lend  tbeir  countenance  to  the  S»'*f' 
of  a  great  system  prr gnant  with  evil  to  8cMih«rB"|^ 
eilB.    He  did  not  doubt  that  the  gentlemen  wl»'»'^ 
forward  this  proposition  were  sincere,  snd  tbstthe  Csti 
oniaition  Society  were  actuated  by  benevoleat 
but,  nevertheless,  he  was  unwilling  to  aid  them  ^lt|;*| 
lation,  for  the  reaaons  which  he  had  already  itslcd. 

Mr.  RIVES  remarked  Ihul,  aa  be  bad  "P 
mind  lo  vole  for  Ihe  reference  of  tlils  menwrW  « 
Committee  on  the  Dialrict  of  Columbis,  he  dd  acpt  ■ 
to  be  considered  asexpresaing  any  opinion  ll»<  'I*  "-i'^  , 
of  this  society  eould  be  accomplished  by  the  aid  of  CM" 
gresB.    While  he  d-d  not  believe  that  it  wss  <^f^ 
ivr  Congresa  to  incorporate  any'  society  «*ww 
extended  beyond  the  limitsof  the  District,  snd  fti<» 
ext.  ns've  with  the  Union,  lie  was  yet  disposed  ^°'"*!''^ 
the  reference,  on  the  assumption  that  tlie  sets  of  thaio^ 
eieiy  were  lo  be  confined  lo  the  District  of  CoIqm>*-  . 

Mr.  KINO,  of  Alabama,  felt  very  unwilling  m  « 
memorial  should  be  referred  to  the  Comm'"^"'^ 
Distiictof  Columbis,  for  it  waa  general  in  its cWW'^ 
as  many  gentlemen  seemed  lo  Ihinkt  and 
mind  the  very  reaaon  why  it  should  not  be  it^«^ 
committee,  whoM  duty  wh  to  attend  lo  buP»tf<«jT'j 
ed  only  with  the  ten  mOea  squarr,  and  lo  ""j 
rights  of  the  people  livbg  witlun  thai  ^Mce.  K<^ 
quite  palpable  that  no  corporate  body  of  .ib»  f""fr 
could  be  eaiablished  here,  without  afiecting  tM«^ 
Union.    Why  did  not  the  society,  instead  of  ^ 
Congresa  fur  an  act  of  incorporatioi*,  apply  ''"'"T-j 
the  Slates  of  the  Union.    Their  object  was 
he  could  not  but  regard  this  as  an  JJ^Xj,! 
more  extended  opcra'ions,  and  it  should  .jf 
once.    He  had  never  thrown  any  obstacle  ">/"e"'*J^^ 
what  he  considered  prsiseworthy  and  menturwason 
part  <  f  the  Colonization  Socieiyi  but  it  was  ^ 
of  Congresa  lo  lend  them  any  assiilance. 
cludtd  by  moving  ibat  the  memorial  be  'f^^ji, 

The  nemorial  wai  then  laid  on  the  tablet  Aj« 
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REDUCTION  OP  THE  REVENUE. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  nid  the  Committee  on  Fintnce,  to 
whieh  hftd  hecn  rererred,  by  •  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  19lh  d»y  of  December  U§t,  lo  mtich  or  the  *nniial 
■e— «Ke  of  the  Preaident  u  relates  tu  the  reduction  of 
th«  rcTCmnto  lh«  wants  of  the  Go*ernfflent,  had  direct* 
•d  him  to  report  a  bill;  ami,  at  the  bill  was  not  aeeom- 
^Aiidl  by  any  written  report,  he  hoped  he  diouM  be  in- 
dulged by  the  Senate  in  a  very  concrse  ttatpment  of 
MHiM  or  the  principles  and  views  which  had  i^overned  the 
■etion  of  the  committee.  It  was  not  his  purpose  to  de- 
bate Ibe  bill  at  this  period,  but  merely  to  state  Us  con- 
tents^ and  the  foundations  upon  which  it  restrd. 

Mr.  W.  said  it  was  his  duty  here  to  say  that,  in  con- 
•f  quence  partly  of  ill  health,  and  partly  of  other  and 
paramount  engsi^ements,  the  eommitlM  had  been  de« 
privrd,  during  all  its  deliberations  upon  this  bill,  of  the 
vahiabla  advice  and  aid  of  one  of  its  memberst  and  ihat, 
therefore,  nothing  contained  in  (he  bill,  and  nothing 
which  he  should  aay,  wti  to  be  considered  as  commit- 
ting (hat  member  of  the  committee,  or  as  expressing  his 
views  upon  ihe  important  and  interesring  questions  in- 
volved. The  very  late  arrival  In  Ihe  city  of  another 
member  of  the  committee  had  prevented  him  from  par. 
taking  fully  in  their  delibrraliona.  The  bill,  therefore, 
is  to  be  received  rather  as  the  ennelus>ona  and  recom- 
mendations of  a  btre  majorily  of  Ihe  committer,  than  of 
the  whole  commitieei  and  it  was  hia  duty  further  to  add, 
that  what  he  should  now  say  would  be  more  the  expres- 
sion of  his  private  views,  snd  the  motives  and  opinions 
whieh  had  governed  hia  action,  than  any  thing  he  had 
been  either  suibariscd  or  directed  by  the  eommittee  to 

The  reference  was  general,  and  applied  to  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  country.  This  revr nue,  or,  more  prop- 
cHy  speaking,  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  consists 
of  two  parts:  the  money  derived  from  the  duties  imposed 
■pon  importation*,  which  is  revenue  proper,  snd  the  re. 
ceiptafrom  the  sales  of  the  public  Isndii,  which  in  fact 
oapilal,  and  not  revenue.  The  eommittee,  upon,  their 
Irst  view  of  the  reference,  considered  this  last  branch 
of  the  subject,  Ihe  receipts  from  land^,  more  properly 
to  belong  to  another  standing  committee  of  the  Senate — 
tite  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Indeed,  at  Ihe  very 
time  of  the  reference,  they  knew  that  the  subject  of  the 
reduction  of  the  amount  of  money  6owing  into  the  pub- 
lic Treasury  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  was  un- 
der eomdderation  before  that  committee^  and  very  soon 
after  this  reference  to  Ihe  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
before  lhat  committee  had  msfle  it  a  subject  of  delibera- 
tion, the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  reported  to  the 
Senate  a  hill,  having  for  its  object  the  reduction  of  this 
braoeh  of  the  receipts  into  the  public  Treasury,  That 
bill  wat>,  long  since,  taken  up  for  action  in  Ihe  Senate; 
Md  haa^  for  many  days  now  last  past,  occupied  the  prin- 
eiH  altentiOB  of  the  body. 

The  Committee  on  Tinsnee,  Iberefore,  have  not,  at 
any  time,  considered  that  branch  of  the  reference  be- 
f«M  them  for  their  action,  or  that  thry  have  been,  at 
say  period  since  the  reference,  at  liberty  to  consider 
Bad  act  upon  it. 

Hr.  W.  atid,  another  conclusion  of  h*a  own  mind,  and 
one  be  believe<l  existing  also  in  Ihe  minds  of  his  eol- 
leagues  upon  the  committee  who  were  present  and  act- 
ing, irai*  that  if  Congress,  by  any  legislattie  action,  at  its 
present  session,  could  reduce  the  rei:eipls  into  ihe  Treas- 
ury to  the  wants  of  Ihe  Government,  the  most  impor- 
tant mcasurea  to  reach  that  object  must  relate  to  the 
hnda,  sikI  go  to  reduce  the  receipts  from  that  source, 
Thieoonclusion  was  founded  upon  the  amount  of  receipts 
from  that  source  for  the  last  two  years.  Thekc  receipts 
for  the  ycsrt  1835  sod  1836^ .  counted  together,  had 


amounted  to  between  thirty-eight  snd  lbirly.nine  mil- 
lions of  dollars,'  he  did  not  know  but  full  thirty-nine  mil- 
lions! a  sum  which  exceeded  Ihe  usual  estimate  of  the 
wants  of  the  Treasury  for  the  two  years  mentioned.  It, 
then,  every  dollar  of , the  revenue  from  customs  were  in- 
stantly repealed,  and  the  receipts  from  tlie  lands  were  to 
continue  at  the  rales  of  the  bt>t  year,  there  would  siill  be 
a  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  or  the  expenses  of  the  Govern, 
men!  must  be  swollen  beyond  the  amount  which  is  con- 
sidered economical  and  desirable.  U  was,  therefore, 
impossible  to  apply  an  efficient  ai.d  adequate  remedy 
for  the  existing  evil  of  a  redundant  revenue  by  any  re- 
duction of  the  revenue  from  customs.  The  receipts 
from  the  lands  was  the  lest  of  the  evil,  and  to  that  quar- 
ter the  great  and  commanding  remedies  must  be  directed. 
The  commiitee  Imped  and  believed,  during  the  whole 
oftheir  deliberations,  lhat  Cungresa  would  pass  the  ne. 
eessary  laws,  during  iupresent  sesuon,  to  l<ip  this  branch 
of  our  public  receipts,  and  to  relieve  the  national  Treas- 
ury from  Ihe  dangerous  plethora  now  weighing  upon  it 
from  that  source.  Mr.  W.  said  he  yet  entertained  that 
hope,  and  his  action  upon  the  interesting  snd  important 
subject  of  a  reduction  of  our  revenue  from  the  customs 
had  been  influenced  by  that  hope  and  belief. 

Thus  confined,  as  the  committee  believed  they  were, 
to  a  consideration  of  the  reduction  uf  the  duties  upon 
customs,  another  principle  which  sctuaied  himself,  and 
which  he  believed  actuated  every  member  of  the  com. 
mittee  who  participated  in  their  de  liberal  ions,  waa  to 
move  cautiously  and  safely;  not  to  shock  the  public  sense 
by  any  hasty  and  rash  movrmenti  not,  if  lhat  could  possi. 
biy  be  prevented,  to  disturb  any  permanent  and  impor. 
lant  domestic  Interest  of  the  eotrntiy,  which  had  grown 
up,  or  was  now  growing  up,  under  the  protection  of  our 
revenue  Iswst  but  lo  go  as  far  as  the  existing  laws  would 
permit,  to  reduce  this  branch  of  the  revenue  without  in* 
curring  any  of  these  evils.  Acting  upon  this  principle, 
the  committee  had,  in  the  bill  which  lie  was  directed  to 
repor',  snd  which  he  waa  about  to  send  to  Ihe  Secre. 
tsrjr's  table,  added  to  the  list  of  free  articles  every  tiling 
which  bad  appeared  to  them  to  admit  of  being  made 
free,  without  injury  to  the  interests  lo  whieh  he  had  rc* 
ferred.  Every  article  proposed  lo  be  made  free  was 
dtstinctly  named  in  the  bill,  and  the  commiitee  had 
caused  a  statement  to  be  prepared,  from  the  tables  of 
commerce  and  navigation  fur  the  year  ending  on  the 
SOtti  of  September,  18;;5,  (the  last  table  of  ihu  dewiip- 
lion  which  Is  yet  completed,}  showing  Ihe  name  or 
designation  of  the  article,  the  present  rate  of  duly,  the 
amount  of  importations  for  the  year  1835,  the  amount 
of  duly  paid  upon  the  article  as  calculated  upon  those 
importiitions,  and  the  amount  of  duiy  proposed  to  be  re- 
duced, aseslimated  upon  the  importations  of  that  year. 
Many  of  Ihe  srliclrs  named  in  Ihe  bill  are  not  enumers< 
ted  separately  in  the  tiibles  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
but  are  given  as  non-enumerated  arliclei^  and  so  group- 
ed as  not  to  ahow,  with  preeiaion,  Ihe  importance  of 
eachi  but  the  committee  believe  tlwt  the  statement  will 
present,  with  satisfactory  clearness,  to  the  mind  of  every 
Senator,  the  effect  of  the  aciion  thry  recommend  by  this 
part  of  Iheir  bill.  This-  statement  it  was  the  intenlion 
of  the  committee  to  aik  the  Senate  lo  order  to  be  prin'.. 
ed,  to  aceompsny  the  bill)  and  they  felt  cunfideni  it 
would  afford  greater  aid  to  the  sction  of  Ihe  body  upi.n 
Ihe  bill  than  any  other  form  of  written  report  Ibey  could 
have  presented. 

Among  Ihe  articlei  proposed  to  be  made  free  would 
be  found  *' common  saitt"  and  Mr.  W.  said,  white  it 
was  not  his  object,  at  lU'tn  lime,  lo  diiicuss  any  of  the 
merits  or  provisions  i>f  the  bill,  he  hoped  he  should  be 
pardoned  for  the  remaik,  ih;>t  be  knew  ihis  was,  by  far, 
the  most  imporlant  article  Inserted  in  the  free  list,  and 
an  ariiole  much  more  Kkely  ihaqr^y^pt^  t9««xeite  s 
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deep  feelings  In  tha  cnuntrjTi  and  to  meet  with  firm  and 
•pirited  opposition.  He  also  knew  lhat  thia  was,  tn  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  Union,  ■  protected  article,  and 
would,  in  tliat  tense,  be  considered  as  inserted  In  viula- 
tion  of  tlie  (general  principle  by  which  the  committee  had 
prnpoted  to  govern  their  action.  Under  these  convic- 
tions he  was  consoled  by  the  reflection  that  no  State  in 
the  Union  held  ao  deep  a  atake  in  this  article,  aa  a  do- 
mesUe  article,  and  one  of  domestic  manufacture,  as  the 
State  he  had  the  honor  in  psrt  to  represent  here.  It 
was  an  important  sfticle  to  a  large  and  moat  respectsbte 
cIms  of  tlie  citizens  of  bis  State,  as  one  ef  production 
and  roanufitcturef  and  it  waa  important  to  the  State  it- 
self, as  a  suurce  of  revenue  (o  the  State  treasury.  In 
these  nspecia,  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  his 
position  in  having  consented,  aa  a  member  of  the  com* 
mittee,  to  the  insertion  of  salt  aa  a  free  article,  and  in 
standing  here  lo  urge  the  Senate  to  repeal  the  duly  upon 
it.  He  did,  however,  believe  (h:tt  the  universal  wish  of 
his  constituents  was  that  (he  revenues  of  tiiis  Govern- 
ment should  be  reduced  to  the  economical  wants  of  its 
Treasury,  and  that  they  did  not  expect  to  reach  that  de. 
airable  result  without  themselves  makinf^  their  full  share 
of  sacrifices  t»  the  common  object.  He  therefore  re- 
lied upon  their  liberality  and  patriotism  to  justify  him  in 
the  course  lie  had  pursued)  and  he  did  not  doubt  that 
they  would  justify  their  representatives  upon  this  floor, 
and  in  the  other  House  of  Congress,  in  consenting  to 
this  reduction  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  tax  upon 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  universal  ncecessaries  of 
life,  when  the  money  raited  upon  it  was  not  only  not 
wanted  for  public  expenditure,  but  was  producing  dan- 
gers to  our  institutions  greater  than  any  which  those  in> 
stitutions  have  heretofore  encountered— the  dangers  of 
an -over-filled  Treasury  and  a  surplus  revenue.  He 
could  not  be  miatuken  in  the  opinion  Uiat  if  the  country 
could  be  effectually  discharged  from  llipse  Martling  dan- 
gers, his  constituents,  patriotic  and  iiitell'gent  aa  they 
ever  had  been,  and  still  are,  would  not  only  jusiify,  but 
applaud,  their  representatives  here,  fur  coming  forward 
and  ofl'ering  this  sacrifice  oh  Ihrlr  behalf,  to  reach  so  im- 
pnrtant  a  national  good. 

Ml*.  W.  sa'd  the  article  of  "wines"  was  another  im* 
pnrtant  article  which  had  presented  itself  to  the  notice 
of  the  committer,  and  which  they  would  have  been  in- 
clined to  makf  free,  had  it  not  been  their  duly  also  to  no- 
tice and  regard  the  stipulations  in  relation  to  wines  in  our 
late  treaty  with  France.  Those  stipulBtions  must  be  pre- 
served wiOi  all  the  national  faith  which  has  throughout 
the  whole  history  of  our  beloved  country  to  signally  dia- 
ttnp^ished  her  policy  towarda  other  nationsi  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  they  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  any  wines  free  until  after  the  cxpira< 
tion  nf  the  term  mentioned  in  the  treaty,  during  which 
the  wines  of  France  were  to  have  extended  lo  tht-m  cer- 
tain adranla^s,  in  our  revenue  laws,  over  the  wines  of 
other  CDuntriea.  Under  this  impreamon  the  committee 
have  recommended  a  further  reduction,  to  the  extent  of 
one  half,  uf  the  existing  duties  up»n  all  wines,  from 
whatever  country  imporiedt  thus  preserving  the  prupnr- 
tiuns  between  French  and  other  wiiie%  stipulated  by 
ihc  treaty  to  be  preserved  in  our  future  legislation  upon 
this  subject,  and  pursuing  the  same  course  of  Irgislation 
which  Congress  h:ia,  upon  two  former  occasions,  since 
tlie  ratification  of  the  treaty,  pursued  in  regulating  the 
duties  upon  wines. 

As  intimately  connected  with  thia  branch  of  the  rrve> 
nue  from  customs,  the  article  of  "spirits  made  from 
\inous  materials"  attracted  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee. 'I'hey  found  the  existing  duties  upon  this  dcscrip- 
tion  of  spirits  very  high,  ranging  from  finy-lhree  tu 
eighty-five  cents  per  gallon,  according  to  the  ratea  vf 
proof  at  which  the  sptrita  may  be  imported)  and  lhai|  by 


applying  the  same  redootlon  to  Ihiaclaasof  dulieawlueh 

the  committee  propose  to  apply  to  wines  thems^K^ 
they  would  be  able  to  reduce  the  current  revenue  bya 
sum  not  leas  than  from  1^375,000  to  |300,000  perauMM. 
It  was  not  without  much  hesitancy  and  doubt  thatlba 
committee  adopted  this  recommendation.  They  vere, 
and  are,  fully  sensible  that  a  proposition  for  the  reduo> 
tion  of  the  duties  upon  any  description  of  ardent  tpiriti 
wilt  not  meet  with  favor  in  the  mindtof  a  ve^largepoT' 
tion  of  our  citizens.  They  feel  no  certainly  that  it  w9 
receive  the  approbation  of  the  Senatei  but  so  deep  wm 
the  conviction  in  the  minds  of  amajorily  of  the  comwilee 
of  the  necessity  of  a  reduction  of  every  duty  not  pnlcc* 
tive  in  its  character,  to  secure  the  preservation  of  Ihdss 
which  are  so,  that  they  fett  bound  lo  make  the  proposi- 
tion, and  present  it  to  Congreu.  The  reduction  in  ihl 
revenue  which  will  be  effiecled  by  it*  adoption  Is  so 
porlant  in  amount,  that  the  committee  hope  it  will  K> 
ceive  the  calm  and  candid  consideralion  of  Senators  be- 
fore a  determination  shall  be  made  to  dintinith  aoetten- 
sively  the  beneficial  action  of  the  bill  they  present.  TV 
relieve  the  country  from  the  incalculable  evils  gnvisg 
out  of  a  surplus  revenue  is  the  object  of  the  bill|  to  da 
that  without  a  reduction  of  the  protecting  duties  hll 
been  the  intention  of  the  committee.  They  havc^ 
therefore,  not  touched  the  duty  upon  "spirits  fraa 
graini**  and  they  cannot  auppose  that  the  reduction  they 
propose  upon  one  single  other  description  of  spirit! 
will  bring  them  at  all  into  injurious  competition  vith  do- 
mestic spirits  of  ar\y  kind. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  was  extending  bla  remarks  further 
thin  be  had  'dei||gned,  aa  discuasion  now  was  not  bis  ob- 
ject. He  would  not,  therefore,  refer  to  any  other  srti. 
cles  afTected  by  the  two  first  sections  of  Ibe  bill  Tbt 
two  great  articles  of  salt  and  spirits  were  the  ctily  ono* 
which  he  supposed  could  excite  much  inlerett,  or  lead 
to  much  discussion  or  opposition.  Hence  he  had  desired 
to  bring  them  more  particularly  to  the  notice  of  the  Sea* 
ate.  It  might  be  found  that  otht  r  articles  bad  been 
wisely  inserted.  It  would  be  strange  if,  in  soexterjira 
a  liii,  it  should  not  be  ooi  but  they  would  not  be  imp*'' 
tant,  and  might  be  stricken  out.  Itwouldalsi^nodatbti 
be  found  that  some  arliclea  bad  been  omitted  whick 
ought  to  be  made  freei  and  it  might  be  the  pleasure  of 
the  Senate,  when  acting  upon  the  bill,  to  extend  reduci 
tion  to  articles  not  now  included.  The  examinslioMi^ 
the  committee  had  been  careful  and  dtl'geni,  but  ll>c) 
had  not  been  as  extensive  and  perfect  aa  they  lbe» 
SI  Ives  could  have  wished,  though  aa  perfect  aa  tbe  mi 
allowed  them  had  permitted. 

He  would  now,  Mr.  W.  said,  ofiVr,  very  briefljr,  IM 
apolt^y  which  tbe  committee  had  to  offer  for  present- 
ii:g  the  bill  unaccompanied  by  any  written  rep«et.  « 
he  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  make  himself  under, 
stoad  by  the  Senate,  in  the  remarks  he  had  already  made, 
it  would  be  seen  that  no  report  could  make  the  prtT** 
sions  of  the  bill  more  clear,  or  ahow  more  eceaiatelr  M 
influence  upon  the  revenue,  and  upon  the  artieWe* 
braced  in  it,  than  the  ktaletnent  prepared  by  theeoB* 
mittee  to  accompany  the  bill  would  accomplisb  Ihoss 
purposes.  The  only  object,  therefore,  of  a  report  fro» 
the  committee  would  be  to  give  to  the  Senate  lb*" 
views,  he  wmild  say  their  conjectures,  aato  thereeeij^ 
and  expenditures  of  the  Government  for  the  prestai 
and  future  years.  After  the  most  mature  ezamiotfHa 
and  reflection,  it  wta  the  unanimoua  t^inioD  *^ 
membera  of  the  committee  who  were  present,  and  see- 
ing m  the  matter,  that  they  could  make  no  report  up« 
these  pointa  which  would  communicate  to  the  S*"*"* 
any  new  information,  not  already  in  the  posaesaioo  oi 
every  member  of  the  body,  or  which  would  fomirii  a^ 
valuable  or  useful  guides  to  tlie  action  of  CongrcntV'* 
tbe  bill.  WeititiiotpropoKd^<— 
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ring  tlte  preterit  seMion  of  Conxren,  to  make  grnt  vad 
iBipi>rtint  obanget,  afTectin;  all  branches  of  ibe  revenue, 
and  all  the  source*  from  which  money  comes  into  the 
publio  Treastirj',  calculationo,  estimates,  conjectures, 
night  be  made  ai  to  the  revenues  of  the  present  yetri 
but  all  such  ctleulttions,  even  in  that  cue,  would  be 
aiost  vague  aiid  uncertain  at  best.  The  experience  of 
the  last  two  yesn  ha*  demonstrated  the  impossibility, 
with  all  the  infonnstion  which  can  be  reached  by  those 
officers  of  the  Govemmenl  whose  sole  business  and  du* 
ty  it  it  to  manage  our  fiscal  afTuir-,  of  so  perfecting  esti- 
malea  upon  this  point  (hat  they  may  not  disappoint  us 
DMny  milltont.  Distinguished  and  experienced  Ipgisla- 
tora,  too,  hare  frequently  attempted  estimates  with  no 
belter  tucZeas,  and  no  member  of  the  Committee  on  Fi* 
aanee  can  pretend  to  information,  or  judgment,  suprri* 
or  to  those  who  hare  thut  erred  in  Iheir  conjectures  as 
to  the  receipt!  mto  oar  public  Treaniry  for  a  giveo  fu- 
ture period. 

Add.  then^  the  consideration  that  both  branctiet  of 
CangreH  are,  at  thit  monnent,  considering  bills  designed 
to  d'lminiah,  for  the  future,  the  receipts  into  the  Treas- 
ury from  the  sales  of  public  lands,  the  impossibility  that 
the  committee  should  know  whether  sny  bill  upon  that 
subject  wilt  finally  pass,  and  become  a  law{  what  may  be 
the  provMona  of  the  bill  which  shall  pasp,  in  case  any 
bill  do  pass;  and  what  may  be  Ibe  effect,  in  practice, 
vpen  the  rcoeipls  of  money  for  land  sales,  of  any  given 
provtsiOM  which  m«y  be  incorporated  in  any  bill,  and 
Nr.  Vf.  said  he  cou>d  not  suppose  it  would  be  expected 
by  the  Senate  that  the  Committee  on  Finance  would  have 
attempted  any  estimate  of  the  amount  to  be  reduced  from 
the  revenue  from  customs,  in  order  to  reduce  (he  whole 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  lo  the  standard  of  the  eco* 
Bomical  wants  of  the  Government.    Againi!  a  body  of 
contingencies  and  uncertainties  of  ttie  magnitude  and 
character  specified,  added  lo  those  which  must  always 
attend  estimatn  of  future  revenue  from  unceitain  sources, 
cMimatet  in  name  woul'J  he  more  loose  than  ordinary 
oonjecluresi  and  ao  loose  at  lo  be  of  no  other  «t1ue  than 
tlie  mere  conjectures  of  so  many  members  of  the  body 
to  <•  hieb  their  report  would  be  eubm  iled.    So  much  for 
the  reasons  which        led  the  committee  to  come  to  the 
conclnsion  not  to  attempt  estimates,  or  olculations,  or 
conjectures,  as  tu  the  amuufit  of  money  to  come  into  the 
Mional  Treasuiy  during  (he  present  or  any  future  year. 
Tbry  have  aaliafied  ihemseiveB  thut  the  reductions  from 
the  revenue  from  customs  proposed  by  ihe  bill  they  rec« 
ommend  can  be  spared  by  tlte  national  Treatiiryi  and 
leave  it  able  lo  meet  the  necessary  calls  upon  it.  Tliey 
do  not  pretend  tu  say  that  further  reduciions  will  not  be 
required  to  bring  the  revenue  to  the  point  so  much  de- 
Hrnl,  that  of  the  economical  wants  of  the  Ouvernment. 
The  receipts  into  the  public  Treasury  are  now  greatly 
above  tint  point.  The  committee  have  already  said  their 
examinations  have  convinced  them  that  the  great  mess> 
ures  of  reduction  must  be  directed  to  that  branch  of  the 
receipts  arising  from  the  tatet  of  lands,    lliey  Teel 
■lionfily  the  soundness  of  the  principle,  that  reduction 
ihould  be  proceeded  in  cautiously  and  carefiillyt  int),  so 
fir  as  that  can  be  done,  with  a  certainty  that,  while  ve 
are  remcdyii^  one  evil,  we  do  not  fall  into  anoihert  ihat 
'Vhile  we  omit  nothing  which  can  be  propetly  done  to  re> 
duM  tlie  revenue  to  the  wants  ot  the  Gnvernment,  we 
do  nothing  catculaled  to  carry  us  ao  far  below  that  point 
ai  immediately  to  prmluce  ihv  necessity  of  again  raising 
rerenoe  by  an  increased  rate  of  duties  upon  imports, 
these  oonitsnt  fltictuati"nR,BitddenandexcrsBive  changes 
'b  our  revenue  lawf,  and  conseqm-nt  agitations  of  the 
Pnlittc  mind,  and  uncerlainties  in  Ihe  operations  of  mer- 
cantile and  commercial  men,  Mr.  W.  said,  Iv  thought  ii 
'■tort  tmp<mBnt,  in  any  legialation,  to  avfrid.    Bencr,  he, 
*%  a  member  of  the  committee,  had  determined  to  pur- 


sue what  he  coniidered  a  safe  coune,  neither  endanger- 
ing ndt  disturbing  sny  important  protected  interest  of  the 
country,  or  the  public  Treasury  in  meeting  the  necessary 
calls  upon  it.  He  had  not  attempted  to  determine  that 
the  bill  would  do  all  that  a  full  remedy  for  the  existing 
evil  demanded,  but  merely  that,  in  the  present  state  of 
tinceruinty  u  to  the  other  important  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic receipts,  and  the  tn6uences  upon  it  of  the  intUnt 
legislation  of  Congress,  it  was  all  the  committee  had  con- 
cluded, at  present,  to  recommend,  and  that  so  much 
might  be  done  safely. 

Mr.  W.  aaid  there  wii  no  less  difficulty  in  making 
calculations  and  estimates  upon  the  other  side  of  this 
great  account,  the  public  expendilnrei.    The  ordinary 
expenditures  of  the  Government,  Ihat  portion  of  the  ex- 
penses required  to  keep  all  the  departmenta  of  the  Gov. 
ernment  tn  organiiation  and  operation,  were  laid  before 
us  by  the  proper  fiscal  officer  of  the  Government,  and 
appropriations  to  that  extent  miglit  be  very  safely  cal- 
culated upon.   All  the  information  within  the  power  of 
the  cummiuec  upon  this  class  of  approprialiona  had  been 
equally  fully  In  the  hands  of  every  member  of  Congress, 
from  th*  commencement  of  the  teuion.   No  benefit 
here,  then,  could  be  derived  fi  om  any  report  the  com- 
mittee could  have  made.    Alt  beyond  this  was  within 
the  pleasure  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  and  the 
President.     What  extraordtnsry  appropriations  Ihey 
might  see  fit  to  make  fur  furiifications,  for  the  navy,  for 
public  defence  generally,  or  for  any  other  of  the  great 
objects  calling  for  expenditures  of  money,  it  was  not 
only  out  of  Ube  power  of  the  committee  to  tay,  but 
would  be  in  rain  for  them  lo  attempt  lu  eonjeelure. 
They  could  not,  therefore,  with  any  cerlainly,  estimate 
the  expenses  of  the  year.    Mr.  W.  said  he  felt  con- 
scions  that  the  approprialiona  of  Congress  would,  as  he 
thought  thow  appropriations  shotitd,  be  graduated  by  a 
due  regard  to  the  ability  of  the  Treasury  to  pay,  and 
the  publio  and  national  wants  to  be  tuppliedi  but  he  also 
furtlier  believed  that  a  redundant  Treasury  alvi^ays  pro- 
moted, not  large  merely,  but  extravagant  appropriations! 
and  oite  of  his  greatest  anxieties  to  reduce  the  national 
revenues  to  the  national  wants  arose  from  (he  conviciiun 
that  in  that  way  only  can  we  prescrre  a  system  of  eco. 
nomicHi  expenditures.     He  would  adil  no  more  upon 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  hoping  (he  Senate  would  find 
in  these  suggestions  sufficient  apology  fur  Ibe  action  uf 
the  committee  in  submitting  the  hill  without  any  attempt 
at  a  report  upon  these  vague  uncertainties. 

A  s'mKle  other  remirk,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  and  he  would 
relieve  the  Senate  from  listening  to  him  further.  He 
had  not  forgotten  that  another  bill  had  bren  introduced 
elsewhere  upon  this  same  subject,  and  proposing  lo  ac- 
complish the  same  great  purpose.  He  hoped  he  should 
not  be  considered  as  infringing,  unpardonably,  upon  the 
rulea  of  order,  in  making  this  refi:rence  to  that  measure, 
it  might  be  supposed  by  some  member  of  this  body,  it 
might  be  vupposed  by  some  member  of  the  other  House 
of  Corgress,  or  it  mif^ht  be  supposed  by  snme  portion 
of  our  common  constituents,  Ihat  this  bill,  coming  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  was  designed  to  conflict  with 
the  measure  referred  to.  Pur  himseK,  (said  Mr.  W.,) 
he  could  say,  with  perfect  truth,  that  no  such  motive  or 
feeling  had  entered  into  his  action.  He  was  sure  he 
could  say  the  same  for  his  colleagues  upon  the  com- 
mittee. They  had  considered  the  reference  of  the  Sen- 
ale,  in  the  special  manner  in  which  it  lud  been  made, 
positive  and  mandatory  upon  tliem.  A  report  of  some 
sort  was  their  duty,  and  the  report  which  they  believed 
most  conformable  tolheirduty,  under  the  reference,  was 
the  bill  he  was  abutit  to  present.  The  time  for  making 
ilieir  report  was  not  a  matter  of  their  pleawre.  If  made 
in  the  shape  of  a  bill,  they  were  bomid  to  make  it  in  time 
to  permit  the  posribilit|rii^ij^i|9ptiip«@iQ^®ey  had 
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not  been  unfrequently  ivminded  of  the  impatience  of 
■ome  membcn  of  the  body  for  the  eonelutionf  to  Vh'ieh 
tbry  should  oome.  I'heir  deUjr  had  been  unintentional 
and  eompulaory,  and  the  adraneement  of  the  i«a<on  had 
urgently  admonished  them  that  further  delay  would  be 
equal  tn  a  fnilure  to  diacharge  the  important  and  deli- 
cate duty  inlrualed  to  them.  He  (Mr.  >W.)  thought 
that  an  examinatinn  of  the  two  billa  would  fatisfy  every 
one  that  they  could,  in  no  senie*  be  antagontat  lo  each 
other.  The  one  proposet  to  adil  largely  to  the  lift  of 
free  aKielea,  and  lo  make  material  reduclioni  upon  two 
elanea  of  arliclea  not  considered  as  beloi^ng  to  the 
protected  pruduclaor  manufacturei  of  the  country.  The 
other  proposes  to  haiten,  with  very  great  rapidity*  the 
reductions  propoted  to  be  mide  by  tlie  compromise  act. 
It  cannot,  thm,  escape  attention  that  there  is  no  contra- 
diclion*  in  principle  or  action,  between  the  two  meas- 
area.  Both  may  make  too  large  or  too  rapid  ft  reduc- 
tioni  but  shmild  the  bill  now  presented  fall  short  of  its 
object,  a  sufficient  reduction  uf  the  revenue  from  cus- 
toms, it  was  his  duly  lo  aay  that  no  oilier  mode  of  fur- 
ther material  reductions  lia<l  snggeiled  itself  to  his  mind, 
in  the  course  of  his  examinations  and  reflecliims  upon 
the  subject,  than  to  adopt  the  principle  of  that  bill, 
moderated  as  to  time  so  as  lo  suit  the  exigency.  He 
voidd  further  say,  that  he  wiahed  those  most  interested 
in  the  great  and  important  provisioni  of  the  compro- 
mise act  could  see,  as  bethought  he  eould  see,  that  it 
was  their  peculiar  interrst  to  consent  to  a  modification 
of  that  act,  which  should  make  its  reductions  uf  the 
revenue  gradual  and  uniform  from  the  present  period  to 
the  year  ]843t  a  little  m<ire  rapid  from  Ibis  lime  to 
1S41,  and  much  less  precipitous  and  shocking  to  those 
interests  from  1641  lo  1843.  As,  however,  the  com- 
miiiee  Itsd  no  evidence  before  them  of  the  feeling  of  t  he 
Citisens  most  deeply  interested  in  tin*  policy,  and  as 
they  had  determined,  if  possible,  to  digest  a  bdl  witicli 
would  meet  with  favor,  and  be  passed  into  a  Lw,  (hey 
refrained  from  affixing  any  aucti  condition  to  the  bill 
they  now  report. 

As  to  the  instant  effVct  of  llie  two  me asnrrt,  (Mid  Mr. 
Vr.,)  he  believetl  ther^  would  be  little  difference.  The 
bill  he  held  in  his  h  tml  proposed  to  reduce  a  fraction 
over  93,400,000,  from  sikI  after  (he  30(h  June  next. 
The  other  measure  to  which  he  had  reftrrred,  as  he  un- 
derstood it,  proposed  to  reduce  abmit  (7,000,000  at 
three  periods  atated;  the  firitt  uf  which  whs  itie  30ih  of 
Sep'ember  next,  and  the  oidy  one  of  the  three  periods 
falling  within  the  present  year.  That  mcastire,  however, 
was  pr(>«peclivei  and  this  was  noi)  but  Congfrts  would 
be  aKsin  in  session  before  that  bill  wmild  have  effVeted 
but  f>ne  reduction,  and  the  accouuts  of  the  Treasury  for 
another  year  wotiM  have  been  laid  before  us  as  our 
guide  to  future  and  further  action.  He  would  detain 
the  Senate  no  lnnf;er. 

Mr.  Wkioht  having  concluded  his  introductory  re* 
msrks  expUnaiory  of  the  objects  of  the  bill, 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  he  wanted,  at  tliia  early  stage  of 
the  bill,  to  say  only  a  word  or  two.  I  will  begin,  aaid 
he,  witli  exprcMiiig  the  regret  I  feel  tlmt  no  written  re- 
port accumpanies  this  bill,  and  that  the  suhfttitute  with 
which  wa  have  been  pre>enleil,  in  the  verbal  remarks  uf 
the  Senator  from  Nrw  York,  id  not  as  Karisfaclory  as  I 
think  n  migiit  have  been.  In  cnnsideriiiif  the  amount 
of  revenue  which  the  wants  of  any  Government  may  re- 
quire, two  questions  should  be  taken  into  view.  First, 
the  pn>b«ble  amount  of  the  revenue  tu  be  received 
from  the  taxesi  and,  in  the  second  place,  the  probable 
amount  ofihe  pubhc  expenditure.  If  Congress  have  no 
knowledfce  of  Ihirse,  how  can  they  know  what  revenue 
ia  to  be  raised,  or  what  reduction  miy  be  provided  for' 
In  both  nf  these  points,  the  Senator  from  New  York  has 
utterly  lailcd  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  any  information. 


By  way  of  getting  rid  of  presenting  lo  us  the  imbs* 
ble  amiunt  of  revenue,  the  Senalnr  states  that  the  Pi> 
nance  Cnmmittee  are  nnt  able  to  offer  any  thin;  but  tm> 
certain  conjectures.  But  every  man  who  hu  hitherto 
been  charged  with  the  finances  of  the  country,  whether 
a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  chairman  of  a  Financs 
Committee,  has  supposed  it  important  to  go  into  con}rc> 
tures  or  estimates  on  these  subjects,  and  to  appronnls 
as  far  as  possible  to  the  troth,  that  the  Goremnent  mj 
be  enabled  lo  form  some  practical  estimate  of  m 
amount  to  which  they  may  with  propriety  tax  the  people. 
But  if  the  Senator  thinks  he  can  Justify  himself  for  this 
amission,  how  wUI  he  justify  it  to  the  country,  sitd  to 
those  great  inlereals  which  are  assailed  by  this  bill,  that 
we  have  been  furnished  with  no  information  loiiehin( 
the  amount  of  public  expenditure)  and  without  infnrmi* 
tion  on  either  point,  how  hss  he  come  to  the  conchuioii 
that  there  can  exist  a  redundant  revenue,  and  that  H ii 
an  evil  so  great  at  lo  eall  for  the  legidation  of  Con^rtnr 

But  I  have  not  risen  simply  to  express  my  regret  at 
the  want  of  Infurmation  under  which  we  are  inritrd  to 
act.  I  have  riaen,  at  once,  promptly  to  declare  that  I 
shall  oppose,  so  far  as  my  voice  and  my  vote  can 
this  disturbance  of  Ihe  compromise  arranfremeni  Mil* 
in  March,  1833,  under  which  the  country  hu  flMndMO 
in  an  unparalleled  degree,  and  on  which  all  parties  hlW 
reposed  as  being  durable  and  permanent. 

In  regard  to  the  articles  of  salt  and  spirituoa*  liqwirfi 
both  of  which,  but  salt  especially,  are  articles  which  eta- 
not  be  touche<l  without  a  vioUtion  of  that  contpronnie, 
the  former  is  one  in  which  my  State  baa  little  interrst, 
as  connected  with  a  tax  for  protection.  It  is  theffresl 
Slates  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Ohio, 
which  are  principally  enneemed  in  this  qtie*tion.  lanf 
own  Stale,  some  of  the  article  U  manufteturedi  bill  «e 
are  so  sitnated  that  the  mmiifacture,  as  exiaiing  stnonf 
us,  derives  no  advantase  from  any  protective  duty.  9o 
f»r,  therefore,  as  my  constituents  are  concerned,  I  e»re 
not  a  panicle  if  the  duty  shall  be  repealed  in  M0.  Bat 
I  oppo«  the  measure  beciuse  I  view  it  as  what  Ituofieit 
and  expressively  been  denominated  an  entering  wedge) 
and  because  it  ia  well  known  that  all  enerosehments  on 
the  system  may  be  czpeeied  to  enmmence  under  ptxtui* 
ble  pretexla.  Tlie  article  of  coal  it  an  instance  of  this. 
In  the  ilepih  of  winter,  when,  during  a  seaKOn  of  inle«»t 
cold,  all  are  shivering  for  Ihe  want  of  a  more  abuodsst 
supply  of  fuel,  Ihe  cry  is  raited  to  repeal  the  dmyon 
foreign  coal.  So  salt  it  known  by  every  body  lo  be  as 
essential  article  of  human  oiihiictence,  and  it  it  seitea 
upon  as  furnishing  a  plHUsiblc  article  on  which  ihediiiy 
may  be  reduced,  or  ilispensed  with  allngrtber. 

Btit  if  these  are  all  articles  covered  by  Ihe  eompmmiirt 
whst  security,  what  guarantee,  can  the  country  po****! 
that  lUr  work  of  reducliiin  it  to  itop  at  that  point?  W'  I 
not  the  process,  ere  long,  reach  to  cnllon  and  to  wnw* 
lens*  Nay,  are  we  not  already  nntifierl,  while,  at  I  sd' 
mit,  the  Sena'or  has  bnmght  iia  a  bill  less  except kioabl* 
than  a  corresponding  one  which  has  been  inindsccd 
elsewhere,  that  is  not  **  aniagonistieal*'  (I  believe  ib< 
term  in)  lo  that  measnret  that  there  is  no  hoslilitf  br* 
tween  the  twcij  and,  if  Ihe  purpose  shall  not  be  elf<fe"» 
by  this  hill,  for  reducing  ihe  revenue  to  a  sum  not  sped* 
Bed,  that  bill  ilself,  or  tome  kindred  measure,  miul  ke 
resorted  lo'  I  want  the  country  to  know  what  Is  itsac* 
tuul  condition.  I  want  it  to  know  whether  lltat  odnyx*t 
ttiat  th'icking  list  of  article^  which  has  just  beearrsa 
by  Uie  Secretary,  ia  to  be  bnnighl  up,  session  after  SH" 
sion,  for  di>cusstuiva>>d  grHdual  action,  till  ihe  whole  pfo* 
lective  system  is  destroyed.  The  country  has  a  right  to 
know  ohelher  the  peace  effected  by  the oompromite 
1833  is  tu  be  respecied;  or  whether  it  is  to  be  sswil^ 
fir>t,  in  respect  lo  articles  calculated  to  exeile  pabM 

sympathy  \n  IhtAt  favor,  and  tb^AfranKWtfH"'!'^''*''' 
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onei  are  at  length  to  be  retched  which  tre  essentUI  (o 
Ibe  prosperity  of  the  n»tionKl  induslrj*. 

I  have  now  discharged  what  I  beliei'ed  to  be  a  duty, 
Vou  have  the  power,  both  in  this  Uouae  and  the  othert 
you  can  do  in  this  matter  as  you  think  proper.  Oo  on, 
then.  Disturb,  distract  the  country;  rfagitate  the  com- 
manily;  reopen  its  wminda,  just  closed;  do  this,  if  it 
•ecm  to  you  good;  take  upon  yourselves  the  awful  re- 
•poDHbilityi  but  you  shall  never  do  it  with  B>y  consent^ 
OUT  without  my  solemn  protest. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  in  reply,  observed  that  he  should  nut 
argue  the  bill  at  this  time.  He  had  at  present  but  one 
duty  to  perform,  which  was  to  report  the  bill.  He 
would  say  again  that  the  Finance  Committee  considered 
(be  amount  both  of  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the 
coming  year  so  entirely  dependent  on  the  action  of  Con. 
gresfl,  that,  beyond  the  documents  already  on  the  tables 
of  members,  the  committee  eould  stale  no  vahiable  fact 
for  their  consideration.  He  would  move  that  the  bill  be 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next, 
and  thai,  in  the  mean  lime,  tlie  statement  which  had 
been  presented  in  company  with  the  bill  might  be 
printed. 

Tlie  printing  having  been  ordered, 

Mr.  DAVIS  observed  that  this  measure  was  one  of 
.  itreat  importance,  and  worthy  of  great  consideration. 
He  considered  it  desirable  to  keep  the  country  out  of 
agiutipn;  iu  prosperity  depended  more  on  that  than  this 
body  seemed  to  be  fully  aware  of;  prosperity  was  impoa< 
nbie,  under  any  policy,  unless  the  nation  had  the  assu* 
raoce  of  something  steady  in  that  policy.  The  nation 
wanted  rest;  the  people  need  repose,  that  they  may  know 
what  to  do.  lie  had  almost  said  that  even  a  bad  policy, 
if  steady,  wu  better  than  a  comparatively  good  one,  if 
Unsteady  and  perpetually  fluctuating.  This  was  pecu> 
l«rty  true  in  relation  to  ihe  manufaclures  of  tbe  country, 
because  those  who  conducted  these  establishments,  if 
tbey  were  able  to  look  a  few  years  ahead,  could  shape 
tbor  mode  of  conducting  business  so  as  to  meet  the 
poli^  of  the  fjovernmennt.  Tbe  bill  proposed  serious- 
1;  to  affect,  among  other  articles,  that  of  salt,  in  which 
Mr.  D's  Sute  was  largely  interested,  inasmuch  as  very 
brgw  capitala  wen  vested  in  eiiablisbmenia  for  its 
nanabcture  upon  the  teashore.  Inasmuch,  therefore, 
(hat  tbe  country  might  understand  what  was  dmng  here, 
tnd  what  was  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  this  bill,  he 
'ouki  ask  that  one  thousand  extra  copies  of  theatate- 
■ent  which  had  accompanied  the  bill  be  printed. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  bill  was  then  read  a  second  tim^  and  made  the 
order  of  ihe  day  fur  Thursday  next. 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

The  following  bill,  which  was  yesterday  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  was  accordingly  read  a 
tiufd  tiae: 

A  btU  designating  and  limiting  the  funds  receivable 
for  tbe  revenues  of  the  United  States, 
Be  it  matted,  £fe.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  I'reasu- 
Tj  be.  and  hereby  is^  required  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  be  my  deem  necemty  toeffret  a  collceiion  of  the 

Smblic  revenue  of  the  United  States^  whether  arlnng 
nm  dotics,  taxe^  debts,  or  sales  of  landsi  in  the  man- 
aer  and  on  tbe  prindplet  herein  protided:  that  ts,  that  no 
*Dcb  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  fiiras  of  money  payable  fur 
lands,  riiall  be  collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in 
t'le  i^«l  currency  of  the  United  Ststes,  or  in  notes  of 
'links  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  tbe  said 
^tp\  currency  of  tbe  United  State%  under  the  following 
'mrietioiw  and  conditions  in  renrd  to  such  notes  to 
front  and  after  the  passage  m  tfaii  act,  tbe  notea  of 
"ft  bank  whidi  aball  imie  or  circulate  bilh  or  note*  of 
*  leM  denotaiiNMoD  than  fire  dollari  rtndl  b«  rrocitred 
Vox.  XllL-d7 


on  scconnt  of  the  public  diiest  *nd  from  and  after  the 
thirlitth  clay  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty* 
nine,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circulate 
bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dollars  aball 
be  so  receivable;  and  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one, 
tbe  like  pruhibition  shall  be  extended  to  tbe  notes  of 
all  banks  issuing  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than 
twenty  dolhirs. 

Sec.  2.  4ad  be  it  further  tnaeted.  That  no  notes  shall 
be  received  by  the  collecton  or  receivers  of  the  publte 
money  which  the  banks  in  which  they  are  to  be  deposit* 
ed  shall  not,  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the 
Secietary  of  the  Treasury,  agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of 
the  United  States  as  cash:  Provided,  That  if  any  depos- 
ile  bank  shall  refuse  to  receive  and  pass  to  Ihe  credit  of 
Ihe  United  Stales,  as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  which  said  bank,  in  tbe  ordi- 
nary course  of  business,  receives  on  general  depoMte, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to 
withdraw  the  public  deposites  from  said  bank. 
The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  Ihe  bill. 
Hp.  BKNTON  rose  and  commenced  his  speech  against 
its  passage  wi  h  staling  the  reason  why  he  had  not  spo- 
ken  Ihe  evening  before,  when  tbe  question  was  on  the 
engrossment  of  the  bill.  lie  said  that  he  eould  not  hare 
foreseen  that  the  subject  depending  before  the  Senate, 
the  bill  for  limiting  the  sates  of  the  public  lands  to  actu- 
al setllers,  would  be  laid  down  for  the  purpose  of  tsking 
up  this  subject  out  of  its  order;  ami,  thtref«re,  had  not 
brought  with  him  sopie  memorandums  which  he  intend- 
ed to  use  when  this  subject  came  up.  He  did  not  choose 
to  ask  for  delay,  becauae  his  habit  was  to  speak  to  sub- 
jecls  when  they  were  calledi  and  in  this  particular  causa 
he  did  not  think  it  material  when  he  spoket  for  be  was 
very  well  aware  that  his  spesking  would  not  affect  tbe 
fate  of  the  bill.    It  would  pass;  and  that  was  known  tu 
all  in  the  chamber.    It  was  known  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  {Mr.  Ewiko]  who  indulged  himself  in  saying  he 
thought  otherwise  a  few  days  ago;  but  that  was  only  a 
good-natured  way  of  stimulating  his  friends,  and  bring* 
ing  them  up  to  the  scratch.   The  bill  would  pass,  snd 
that  by  a  good  vote,  for  it  would  have  the  vote  of  the 
opposition,  and  a  diviuon  of  the  administration  ^vote: 
Why,  then,  did  he  speak?   Because  it  wasdue  to  his  po- 
sition, and  the  part  he  had  acted  on  the  currency  ques- 
tions, to  express  his  sentiments  more  folly  on  this  bill, 
so  vital  1o  Ihe  general  currency,  than  could  be  done  by 
a  mere  negative  vole.    He  ahould,  therefore,  speak 
against  it,  and  sltould  direct  his  attention  to  tbe  l»U  re- 
ported by  the  Public  Land  Committee,  which  bad  so  to- 
tally changed  the  character  of  tbe  proceeding  on  thia 
subject.    Tlie  recision  of  the  Treasury  iwder  was  intro- 
duced a  resolu'ion— it  went  out  a  reaolulion— but  it 
came  back  a  bill,  and  a  bill  to  regulate,  not  the  land  of- 
fice receipu  only,  but  all  the  receipts  of  the  Federal 
Government!  and  in  this  new  form  is  to  become  statute 
law.  and  a  law  to  operate  on  all  the  revenues,  and  to  re- 
peal all  other  laws  upon  the  subject  to  which  it  related. 
In  this  new  form  it  assumes  an  importance,  and  acquires 
an  effect,  infinitely  beyond  a  resolution,  and  becomes, 
in  fact  as  well  as  in  name,  a  totally  new  measure.  Mr. 
It.  reminded  tbe  Senate  that  he  had,  in  bis  first  speech 
on  this  subject,  given  it  as  bis  opinion,  that  two  main  ob- 
jecu  were  propped  to  be  accomplished  by  Ihe  rescind- 
ing resolution:  first,  the  implied  condemnation  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson  for  violating  the  laws  and  constitution,  and 
destroying  the  prosperity  of  the  countryi  and,  secona- 
ly,  the  imposition  of  the  paper  currency  of  the  SUtea 
upon  tbe  Federal  Government.   With  respect  to  tbe 
first  of  these  objects,  be  presumed  it  waa  fully  proved 
by  the  speeches  of  all  tbe  oppoHtion  Senators  wno  had 
spoken  on  tbii  wbjectt  •ngf^^ffiy^^f^V^W^J+e*^ 
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he  believed  it  would  find  its  proof  in  the  change  which 
the  oriKin»l  resolution  Inul  undergone,  and  (he  form  it 
was  now  assuming  of  atatute  law,  and  especially  with 
the  proviso  which  waa  added  at  the  end  of  the  second 
section- 
Mr.  B.  then  took  up  the  bill  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  reirarked,  ntst,  upon  its  phraseology,  not  in 
the  spirit  of  verbal  eriltcismt  but  in  the  spirit  of  candid 
objection  and  fair  arfpiment.  There  were  cases  in 
which  words  were  thinf^it,  and  ttiis  was  one  of  those 
_  cases.  Money  was  a  thing,  and  the  only  wonts  in  the 
'constitution  for  that  thing  were,  **go1iJ  and  silver  coin." 
The  bill  of  the  committee  was  systemalicatly  exclusive 
of  the  words  which  mrant  this  thing,  and  used  words 
which  included  things  which  were  not  money.  These 
words  were,  then,  a  fair  subject  of  objection  and  argu* 
ment,  because  they  went  to  set  aside  the  monfy  of  the 
constitution,  and  to  admit  (he  public  revenues  to  be  paid 
in  something  which  was  not  money. 

The  title  of  the  bill  uses  the  word  *<  funds."  It  pro- 
feues  to  designate  the  funds  receivable  fnr  the  revenues 
of  the  United  States.  Upon  this  word  Mr.  0.  had  re- 
marked before,  as  being  one  of  the  moat  indefinite  in 
the  English  language;  and,  so  far  from  signifying  money 
only,  even  paper  money  only,  that  it  comprehended  ev- 
ery variety  of  pHper  security,  public  or  private,  individ- 
ual or  corporate,  out  of  whicli  money  could  be  raised. 
H»e  retention  of  lliii  word  by  the  committee,  after  the 
objections  made  to  it,  were  indicative  of  their  intentions 
to  lay  open  the  federal  Treasury  to  the  reception  of 
something  which  was  not  constitutional  moneyj  and  this 
intention,  thus  diKlosed  in  the  title  to  the  bill,  was  fully 
carried  out  in  its  enactmentr.  The  words  '*lepU  cur< 
rency  of  the  United  Stales"  are  twice  used  in  the  first 
•ection,  when  the  words  **  gold  and  silver"  would  have 
been  more  appropriate  and  more  definite,  if  hard  money 
was  intended. 

Mr.  B.  admitted  (hat,  in  the  eye  of  a  regular  bred 
constitutional  lawyer,  legal  currency  might  imply  con- 
stitutional currencyi  but  certain  it  was  that  the  common 
and  |>opu1ar  meaning  of  tbe  phrase  was  not  limited  to 
constitutional  money,  but  included  every  currency  that 
the  ststute  law  made  receivable  for  debia.  Thus,  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  were  generally 
considered  as  legal  currency,  because  receivable  by  law 
in  payment  of  public  dues;  and  in  like  manner  the  notes 
of  all  specie-paying  banks  would,  under  the  commit* 
tee's  bill,  rise  to  the  dignity  of  legal  currency.  I'he 
second  section  i»f  the  bill  twice  usra  tbewonl  **cash{" 
■  word  which,  however  understood  at  the  Bank  of 
Knglsnd,  where  it  alwsys  means  ready  money,  and 
where  rea^y  money  signifies  gold  coin  in  hand,  yet  with 
tbe  banks  with  which  we  have  to  deal  it  bsa  no  such 
meaning,  but  includes  all  sorts  of  current  paper  money 
on  hand,  as  well  as  gold  and  silver  on  hand. 

Mr.  B.  verified  this  statement  by  reading  from  the 
aworn  return  of  the  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbui>,  one  of 
the  deposile  banks,  made  to  the  Legishture  of  Oliio  at 
their  present  session,  and  where  the  avatbble  means  of 
the  bank,  among  other  items,  has  one  thusatated:  'fCaah 
on  band,  v!z:  Eastern  bank  notes,  (34.521;  Western  do. 
*65,700i  gold  and  silver,  $136,389."  I  liis  return  is 
sworn  lo  by  Wm.  Neil,  president,  and  J.  DeUBeld,  jr., 
cashier,  before  'Squire  Jenkins,  justice  of  the  peace; 
and  it  ia  certified  and  declared  by  ten  directors  of  the 
bank  to  be  correct  and  accurate;  so  that  no  doubt  can 
be  entertained  thai,  in  the  vocabulary  of  the  Clinton 
Bank  of  Columbus,  the  word  *'  cash"  signifies  Eastern 
and  Western  paper,  as  well  as  gold  and  silver;  and  In 
this  case  the  vocabulary  of  that  bank  is  superior  to  all 
the  dictionaries,  for  it  is  a  dt  pusite  bank,  and  will  have 
tbe  executi'in  of  the  act,  if  it  psusen,  in  its  on  n  hands, 
ftnd  will  decide  fur  itself  what  ia  and  what  is  not  cash. 


Having  shown  from  thia  auttientic  statement  thit  a  de- 
posile bank  in  the  West  construed  cash  on  hand  to  be 
bank  notea  on  hand,  Mr.  B.  would  now  show  Iheusie 
construction  made  by  130  banks  in  a  lump,  and  that  in  a 
part  of  the  Union  where  correctness  of  phraseology  wu 
as  much  or  more  attended  to  than  in  any  other  part.  He 
spoke  of  Maseachuactts,  and  of -the  official  reluraawie 
by  an  tbe  banks  in  that  Stale  to  the  Legidalure  of  the 
Stale,  now  in  session  at  Boston.  In  the  eonsolidaled  re- 
turns of  these  130  banks,  he  found  the  following  ilesu: 
"Cash  deposited,  not  on  interest,  18,784,516; oath de. 
posited,  on  tnlereal,  $6,447,938;  gold,  silver,  and  olbtr 
coin,  $1,455,330."  Here  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  the  biKhtit 
evidence  that  this  word  "  cash,"  in  the  vocabelaryvf  «tr 
banks,  comprehends  paper  money ;  and  lie  had  no  doubt 
but  that  proofs  to  the  same  efiect  might  be  accumulated  lo 
any  amount.  He  had  not  looked  out  for  such  prooli; 
what  he  had  used  bad  fallen  into  his  hands  in  the  coo- 
mon  current  of  his  reading,  since  this  bill  had  been  re- 
ported. But  why  look  abroad  for  proolii?  Let  errry 
gentleman  look  tohiaown  knowledg-e.  Dueahe  nut  every 
day  hear  the  word  cash"  used  to  include  paper  moac)^ 
Does  be  not  daily  see  sales  of  property  advertised,  aadtbe 
terms  stated  to  be  cash;  and  under  these  term  b  K  a  t 
underitood,  by  all  parties,  that  ready  pay  in  bank  notn, 
as  well  as  in  hard  money,  are  tbe  terms  intended!  And. 
has  the  instance  ever  bee  n  heard  of,  that  a  bidder  {oing 
to  one  of  these  cash  sales  thought  it  necessary  loiuppi]' 
himvlf  with  gold  and  ailver,  under  the  belief  tint  cur- 
rent bank  notes  would  not  be  received  as  caabj  Cer- 
tainly, said  Mr.  B.,  the  original  idea  of  cash,  u  used  it 
the  Bank  of  England,  where  it  means  Brit'isb  gold  coil 
on  hand,  in  conlrwlisttnclion  tu  Toreign  goM  cma  on 
hand,  which  is  always  called  bultion,  is  now  lost  in  tliii 
counlr)-;  and  that  paper  money  is  just  as  fully  compre- 
hended now,  throughout  our  country,  under  tbe  term 
"cash,"  as  hard  money  U.  But  why  argue,  or  loak  to 
proofs,  or  even  refer  to  our  own  knowledge?  Lwk  to 
llie  proviso  to  the  second  section  to  tbe  commitice't 
bill,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  not  only  the  intentioD 
of  that  bill  that  paper  money  may  be.  but  lliat  paper 
money  shall  be,  included  under  the  term  "  casb."  TbcM 
arethe words:  "PwtdErf.Tliatifany  dept«itebsnkd»JI 
refuse  to  receive,  and  pass  to  the  credit  of  tlie  MomA 
Slates,  as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under  the  prorit- 
iona  of  this  scl.  which  the  said  bank,  in  the  ordiatfr 
course  of  its  business,  receives  on  general  deposile,  IM 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby'aiithor'xed  to  with- 
draw the  public  deposiles  from  said  bank."  These  are 
the  words,  and  they  are  not  (inly  declaratory  of  tbe«i«j 
miltee's  meaning  that  paper  money  ia  to  be  conwiered 
as  cash,  but  is  clearly  expressive  of  their  ptirpwr,  tint 
it  shall  be  received  as  such.  The  point  to  which  wch 
an  enactment  would  soon  bring  the  federal  finances,  Ur. 
B.  said,  might  be  seen  in  a  certificate  of  general  v- 
poBite  granted  by  the  Clinton  Bank  of  Cohuabu^  « 
which  he  would  read  a  copy; 

"No.  276.  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus,  Slit  IK«is- 

ber.  1836  B.  S.  Brown  has  deposited  twelve  bsadreu 

dolUrs,  subject  to  (he  order  of  himself,  payable  m  otr* 
rency,  and  return  of  Uiis  certificale.    Si^ied,  fcc. 

Yes,  aaid  Mr.  B.,  currency,  payable  in  curreoc) !  ««'' 
will  quickly  be  the  revenues  of  the  Federal  Governw^ 
under  this  enactmen(  to  compel  deposite  bsnks  to  creiW 
current  paper  as  caiJi. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  would  be  sufficient,  he  should  dunk,  to 
point  out  the  meaning  of  the  wmxls  used  in  (he  cuani  i- 
tee'sbill,  toahow  thai  they  were  susctplibleof  acw* 
sruction  by  which  th'u  hatd-money  Federal  Goverwmen'. 
aa  it  was  intended  to  be  by  iu  framerr,  may  be  cl)anf"J 
into  a  paper-money  Uovrtnment.  U  wouhl  be  "^^f^ 
to  excite  appreliensiim  to  ace  the  syatemalio  o«  of  t|»™ 
teims,  cicn after  ohjeciioo  in»detotliC(!,)tnd  Ibe^'"^ 
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atie  ezclaston  of  the  terms  used  in  the  conititution, 
even  after  their  insertion  is  aoricited;  but  til  room  for 
migtske  rantshes  when  we  come  to  look  to  this  provito, 
■nd  to  tee  that  the  deposite  banka  are  not  only  required 
to  credit  piper  as  cash,  but  are  to  be  puniahed  by  a  loss 
of  the  public  depositea  if  they  do  not  so  credit  it! 

Havinji^  remarked  upon  the  phraseology  of  the  bill,  and 
kbown  that  a  paper  currency,  compoaed  of  the  noteaofa 
thoDfland  local  banka,  not  only  might  become  the  curren- 
cy oftbe  PedenI  Government,  but  was  evidently  intend- 
ed  to  be  made  its  currency!  and  that,  in  the  face  of  all 
the  proteslationa  of  the  friends  of  the  administration  in 
fiiTor  of  re-establishing  the  national  gold  currency,  Mr. 
B.  would  now  take  up  the  bill  of  the  committee  under 
two  or  three  other  aspects,  and  bhow  it  to  be  as  mistaken 
in  Ha  design  as  it  would  be  impotent  in  its  effect.  In 
the  firtt  place,  it  transferred  the  buainesa  of  supprearing 
the  imall-note  eireulaUon  from  the  deporite  branch  to 
the  coHecling  branch  of  the*publ!c  rcTAiue.  At  pres- 
ent, this  butiness  vat  in  a  course  of  progress  through  the 
deposite  hanks,  as  a  condition  of  holding  the  public 
moneys  and,  as  such,  had  a  place  in  the  deposite  act  of 
the  bst  session,  and  also  had  a  pluce  in  the  President's 
meange  of  the  hut  seasion,  where  the  suppression  ofpa- 
per  cnrreney  under  twenty  dollars  was  expressly  rcKr- 
red  to  the  action  of  the  depoute  banks,  and  u  a  condition 
of  their  retaining  the  pubfie  depositea.  It  was  through 
the  deporite  banks,  and  not  through  Uie  reception  of  local 
bank  paper,  that  the  ttippression  of  small  notes  should 
t>e  effected.  In  the  next  place,  he  objected  to  the  eom> 
mittee'd  bill,  because  it  proposed  to  make  •  bargain  with 
each  of  (he  thousand  banks  now  in  the  United  States, 
and  the  hundreds  mure  which  will  soon  be  born,  and  to 
gi«  them  a  right— -a  ri(tht  by  law— to  hate  their  notea 
received  at  the  federal  Treasury.  He  was  against  such 
a  bargain.  He  had  no  idea  of- making  a  contract  with 
thrse  thoimnd  banks  for  the  reception  of  ihetr  notes, 
lie  had  no  idea  of  contracting  with  theme  and  giving 
them  a  right  to  plead  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  against  us,  if,  at  any  time,  after  having  agreed  to 
receive  their  notes,  upon  condition  that  they  would  give 
op  their  small  circulation,  they  should  choose  to  ssj  we 
had  impured  Uia  emtraet  by  nut  continuing  to  receive 
ihefflf  and  so  either  relapse  into  the  issue  of  this  small 
trash,  or  have  recourse  to  the  judicial  process  to  compel 
the  United  States  to  abide  (he  contract,  and  continue 
the  reception  of  all  their  notes.  .Mr.  B.  had  no  idea  of 
letting  down  this  Federal  Government  to  such  petty  and 
Inconvenient  bargains  with  a  thousand  moneyed  corpora- 
tions. The  Government  of  the  United  States  ought  to 
act  as  a  Government,  and  not  as  a  contractor.  It  should 
prescribe  eondtttoniy  and  not  make  bargains,  it  should 
give  the  law.  He  «^as  against  these  bai^ins,  even  if 
thej  were  good  onesi  but  they  were  bad  bargains, 
wretchedly  bad,  and  ought  to  be  rejected  as  such,  even 
if  all  higher  and  nobler  considerationa  were  out  of  the 
question.  What  is  the  consideration  that  the  United 
States  is  to  receive?  A  mere  individual  agreement  with 
eaeh  bank  by  itself,  that  in  three  years  it  will  cease  to  is- 
sue notes  under  ten  dolkrs,  and  in  five  years  it  will  cease 
to  issue  notes  under  twenty  dollars.  What  is  the  price 
which  she  pays  fur  thiaconrideration?  In  the  first  pUce, 
it  receives  the  notes  of  such  bank  as  gold  and  silver  at 
all  the  land  bffices,  cuitonn-houses,  and  post  offices,  of  the 
United  Stales,  and,  of  course,  pays  them  out  sgain  as 
gold  and  silver  to  all  her  debtors.  In  the  next  place,  it 
compeb  the  deposite  banks  to  credit  them  as  cash.  In 
the- third  place,  it  accredits  the  whole  circulation  of  the 
banks,  and  makes  it  current  all  over  tlie  United  Slates, 
in  eonseqoence  of  universal  reeeivabilily  for  all  federal 
dues.  In  other  words,  it  endorses,  so  far  as  credit  is 
cqneemed,  the  whole  circulation  »f  every  bank  that 
comts  into  the  bai^iin  thus  proposed.   This  is  certainly 


a  most  wretched  bargain  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States— a  bargain  in  which  what  she  receivea  is  ruinous 
to  her;  for  the  more  local  paper  sho  receives  in  payment 
of  her  revenues,  the  worse  for  her,  and  the  sooner  will 
her  Treasury  be  filled  with  unavailable  funds. 

But  what  is  worse  is,  that  in  order  to  make  ibis  ruin- 
ous  bargain— a  bargain  by  which  the  Treasury  would  be 
immediately  filled  with  many  ten  millions  of  unavailable 
fiinds — weshaU,have  to  reject  the  proper,  cheap, speedy* 
and  effectual  mode  of  suppressing  these  small  notes 
which  is  now  in  our  power,  and  not  only  in  our  power* 
but  offered  and  pressed  up'>n  us.  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the 
propositions  of  the  deposite  banka  to  effect  this  suppres- 
sion, not  onty  for  themselves,  but  on  other  banks  also, 
which  were  now  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  wait- 
ing the  action  of  the  Government.-  He  himselfhad  com* 
municaled  with  a  great  number  of  these  banks,  both 
personally  and  by  letter,  and  knew  that  many  of  (he  most 
respectable  deposite  banks  wera  not  only  willing,  but 
ready  and  anxious  to  enter  into  arrangements  with  the 
Treasury  Department  for  the  efTectual  and  speedy  ac* 
complishment  of  this  purpose.  Two  years  ago,  he  said, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  addressed  a  circular 
letter  to  the  deposits  banks,  to  know  if  they  were  wil- 
ling to  give  up  their  small-note  dreulation,  as  a  paK  of 
the  conditions  on  which  they  were  to  retain  the  public 
depositee.  He  held  a  copy  of  that  circular  in  bis  hand, 
and  knew  that  many  favnTable  answers  bad  been  re- 
ceived, and  was  certain  that  they  presented  Uie  ready 
and  far  preferable  mode  of  suppressing  this  soiall-note 
circulation. 

Mr.  D.  repeated,  it  was  not  in  Congress  only  that  be 
had  worked  at  this  object;  he  had  communicated  with 
many  banksi  and.  from  those  of  large  burineaa  and  high 
eharac(er,  he  had  invariably  received  the  jrtrongest 
assurance^  not  only  of  a  readiness,  hut  of  a  wisli  to  co- 
operate with  the  Government  in  this  good  work.  lie 
would  read  from  one  cummunicstion,  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Campbell  P.  White,  president  of  the  Manhattan  Bank, 
New  York,  and  would  sho*  the  resolutions  which  that 
gentleman  had  drawn  up  and  sent  to  him  (Mr.  U.)  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session*  to  accompli^  this  ob- 
ject. Thisistheextraeti- 

*'  I  submit  to  you  two  fes<tlutiflns  tliat  I  think  shoul<l 
be  passed  by  a  concurrent  vote  of  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress.  The  large  amount  of  specie,  above  seventy 
mdlions  of  dollars,  now  in  the  United  States,  makes  it  a 
favorable  moment,  if  not  an  imperative  duly,  to  repress 
the  circulation  of  all  bank  notes  under  the  denomination 
of  twenty  dollars.  As  some  persons  question  the  con- 
stitutional power,  and  others  the  expediency,  of  re- 
sorting to  taxation  for  this  purpose,  none  can  object  to 
making  it  a  condition  for  retaining  the  public  depiMites, 
that  the  deposite  banks  shall  check  and  represa  the 
emisrion  of  paper,  so  as  to  secure  to  us  that  portion  of 
the  money  in  circulation  in  the  world  which  our  ex- 
changeable prodticta  bear  to  the  whole  exchangeable 
products  of  the  world,  ^nd  which  we  should  ever  enj^y, 
were  it  not  driven  out  by  the  substitution  of  the  bhadow 
for  the  substance->the  substitution  of  paper  for  gold  and 
silver." 

This  is  (he  extractor  the  letter,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  and 
the  sentiments  in  it  are  worthy  of  the  gentleman  who, 
^s  a  former  member  of  Congress  was  one  of  those  most 
instrumental  in  reviving  the  gold  circulation,  by  takinga 
lead  in  -correcting  the  erroneous  standard  of  our  gold. 
The  following  are  the  two  resolulions  communicated  at 
the  same  time: 

Raohed,  That  from  and  after  the  4th  tUy  of  July, 
1S37,  no  bank  shall  be  employed,  or  continued  in  the 
employment  of  the  Treasury  of  (he  United  States  as  a 
dep<isite  bank,  unless  they  shall  (weviously  engage,  in 
writing,  under  their  corpf^d^??tjK!>@;3TCP"* 
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circiiUtion  no  b»nk  note  or  bank  check  bf  s  leu  de- 
Bominalion  thin  ten-dollarii;  tnd,  aXto,  that  they  will  not 
receive  on  depostlet  or  in  payment,  any  bank  note  or 
bank  check  ofa  leu  denomination;  nor  the  bank  notes 
or  bank  checks  or  any  bank,  of  any  denomination^  on 
dcpoaite  or  in  payment,  after  tiich  period,  ihtt  iaaaeior 
puts  in  eirculatiun  bank  notet  or  bank  elieeks  of  a  leta 
amount  than  ten  dollan,  as  aforesaid." 

Reaohedr  That  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of  July, 
1838,  no  bank  shall  be  employed,  or  continued  in  the 
employment  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  as  a 
d«po«te  bank,  unless  they  shall  previously  engage  in 
writing,  under  their  cnrporate  seal,  to  iuue  and  put  in 
circulation  no  bank  note  or  bank  check  of  a  leu  de- 
nominaticMi  than  twenty  dullsrst  and,  alto,  that  they  will 
not  reeeife  on  denositc  or  in  payment  any  bank  note 
or  bank  obeck  of  a  less  denominationt  nor  the  bank 
notei  or  bank  checks  of  any  bank,  of  any  denomination, 
on  depoiite  or  payment,  after  such  period,  that  issues  or 
puts  in  circulation  bank  notes  or  bank  checks  of  a  leu 
ammint  than  twenty  dollars,  as  aforesaid." 

Theae  (aatd  Hr.  B.)  are  the  propositions  now  nude  to 
ua  by  a  bank  of  the  highest  charsctert  snd  he  knew 
many  others  which  were  ready  lo  agree  to  the  same 
propodtknu.  Compare  them  with  this  hill,  if  it  is  pos- 
sible to  institute  a  compaiiaon  between  two  such  objects, 
and  observe  the  immeasurable  d'fference  between  them. 
First,  in  the  nature  of  the  process:  here  there  it  no 
bargain,  no  conlractt  but  Congreu  ii  reques'ed  to  act 
as  a  Oofemmeni,  not  to  deal  like  a  contractor,  and  to 
preacribe  the  conditions  on  which  the  deposite  banks 
are  to  accomplish  our  purpose.  In  the  next  place,  so 
far  from  making  a  contract  for  the  receivabilrty  of  tlieir 
notes  in  exchange  for  the  auppression  of  the  small  ones, 
there  Is  not  even  a  wish  expressed  for  such  reception. 
In  the  third  place,  as  lo  the  promptnen  and  efficiency 
of  their  action  in  suppressing  the  small  notes.  Instead 
of  waiting  three  years  for  putting  down  those  under  ten 
dollars,  it  is  proposed  to  be  done  in  four  monthit  so  fur 
from  waiting  five  years  fur  putting  down  those  under 
twenty  doltarsk  it  is  to  be  done  in  less  than  one  year  and 
a  half.  Next,  as  to  the  efficiency  of  the  action  of  the 
two  modes:  the  bill  of  the  committee  acts  upon  but  one 
bank  at  a  time,  and  up'>n  the  notes  only  or  that  one 
bank,  leaving  the  door  open  to  checks,  and  the  u'-e  of 
the  notes  of  other  banks)  the  proposition  of  the  Man- 
hattan Bank,  and  which  may  be  considered  as  a  sample 
of  those  from  alt  the  banks  of  high  character,  operates 
in  three  different  way^  «nd  upon  multitudes  of  banks 
at  the  same  time.  I.  The  deposite  bank  is  to  bind 
itself,  under  its  corporate  seal,  neillier  to  ibtue  nor  to 
put  in  circulation  any  bank  note  or  bank  cbtck  under 
the  denomination  of  ten  dollars  after  the  4tb  of  July 
next,  or  of  twenty  dollars  after  the  4ih  of  July,  1832. 
S.  It  binds  itself,  in  like  manner^  not  lo  receive  on  de- 

Itoaite  or  in  payment  any  bank  n«le  or  bank  check  of 
;ss  denominations,  after  the  jaid  terms.  3.  It  binds 
itself,  in  like  manner,  not  to  receive  the  notes  i>r  checks, 
of  any  denominaticm  what<;ver,  of  any  baitk  whatever 
which  continues  after  those  dates  to  iuue  or  circulate 
notes  or  checks  under  the  respective  amounts  of  ten  and 
.twenty  dollars.  This  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  what  ttie  re*>pecta- 
ble  banks  are  ready  to  submit  to,  iT  Congress  will  only 
act  aa  a  Government,  and  prescribe  conditions  fur  all  ttie 
deposite  banksi  which,  in  tlieir  turn,  are  to  operate  upon 
all  other  bank^  instead  of  enterinf;  into  petty  bargains 
with  each  bank  by  itwlf.  One  acts  effectually,  and  upon 
massest  the  other  acts  ineffectually,  and  upon  units.  One 
demands  no  price;  the  other  is  lo  have  the  incalculable 
price  of  having  their  paper  made  legal  currency,  and 
put  upon  a  Touting,  in  the  receipts  and  eipenditures  of 
the  Federal  Government,  with  the  gold  and  silver  of  the 
constitution!    By  one  mQde,  our  work  will  be  done 


speedily  and  effectuallj  t  by  the  other,  tardily  and  iner. 
fectuall^.  Why  grant  these  three  and  five  yeani  The 
only  object  of  delay  is  to  give  the  banks  time  to  gsther 
specie  from  abroad  to  supply  the  place  of  the  small  bills. 
But  tliat  is  done  to  their  hand.  The  Govcmment  bu 
done  it.  The  specie  Is  here,  and  will  go  away  if  we 
do  not  Create  a  home  demand  for  it.  Instead  of  begin* 
ning  to  suppren  their  notes,  the  local  hanks  will  put  it 
off  to  the  last  moment  of  the  three  and  Gve  years,  utd 
double  their  small  issues  in  the  mean  time,  to  mke 
pro5t  while  they  can.  There  is  specie  enough  now,  and 
it  is  increaung  every  dsy.  Arrivals  from  abrosd  sre 
daily  announced.  Five  hundred  thousand  dollars  srrived 
at  New  Orleans  on  two  days  only  of  this  monili,  tbe  9ili 
and  lOUi  of  Janaanr.  Ifourhard.money  measures  arecoa- 
linued,  specie  will  continue  to  increase  for  yesrstocoow 
as  it  has  for  four  years  past— 4t  the  average  rate  of  more 
than  ten  milliona  per  annum.  The  delay  proposed  hf 
this  bill  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but  injurious  to  its  on 
ubjectj  the  mode  of  acting  is  either  ineffectual  ornnn- 
Otis.  I'here  are  now  a  thousand  banks  in  tbe  United 
States,  and  the  distributions  of  the  surplus  are  treediag 
multitudes  more.  If  all  thtse  banks  accept  the  tenn 
then  our  Treasury  is  ruined  bf  becoming  tbe  recrpts* 
cle — the  tomb— of  all  their  pspen  if  half  or  a  qoaiter 
refuse,  or  even  a  hundred,  then  the  bill  will  be  ioeffecl. 
ualt  for  these  refusing  banks  will  turn  all  their  strenph 
upon  the  issue  of  small  psper.  Mr.  B.  said  here  vsss 
terrible  dilemmt.  If  the  majority  of  the  banksaccept 
the  terms,  then  they  ruin  tbe  Treasuryi  if  they  do  aol,  j 
then  they  continue  to  injure  the  countryi  and  be  qao.  j 
ted,  to  sustain  his  opinion  of  the  inefficiency  of  thisnide  | 
of  acting,  the  following  sentiments  expressed,  wliea  the  | 
United  States  Bank  charter  was  under  contideraiion,  in 
1833,  by  a  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Wiasnii] 

"It  may,  perhsps,  strike  sonte  gentlemen  thst  tbe 
circulation  of  small  notes  might  be  effectualljr  djacwr- 
aged  by  refusing  to  receive  not  only  all  such  notei^  but 
all  notea  of  such  banks  as  issued  them,  at  the  cintm> 
houses,  land  offices,  post  offices,  and  other  pbces  of 
public  receipt,  and  by  causing  lliem  to  be  refused  sb", 
either  in  payment  or  deposite,  at  ttie  Bank  of  tlie  Dni- 
trd  States.  But  the  effect  of  such  refusal  may  be  doubt- 
ful. It  wou'd  certainly,  in  sume  degree,  discredit  wch 
notes,  but  in  alt  probability  it  would  not  drive  iheffl  iMl 
altogetheri  and,  if  it  should  not  do  this,  it  might,  very 
prubably,  increase  their  circulation.  ■  If  in  some  deffM  I 
they  become  discredited,  to  that  degree  they  would  be*  ; 
come  cheaper  than  other  notest  mid  universal  esfC'  | 
rience  proves  that,  of  two  things  which  may  be  earrentt 
the  cheaper  will  ^waya  expel  the  other." 

Mr.  D.  had  been  at  work  fur  five  years  to  procore  the 
suppression  of  paper  money  under  twenty  dollan.  ttf* 
exerlionn,  on  that  point,  had  brought  him  into  cosi- 
munlctttion  with  the  officers  of  many  banksi  and  it  sv 
due  to  them  to  say,  that  all  the  banks  of  high  character, 
with  which  he  bad  communicated,  were  in  favor  of  the 
suppression  of  small  notes;  and  he  was  fully  persusdeil 
that  many  of  then*,  and  as  a  mere  condition  of  retaia^N^ 
the  public  dcposites,  if  the  depoaite  banks  were  reduerd 
to  the  proper  number,  would  give  .up  tlieir  circoktiM 
entirely,  and  introduce  into  our  country  the  cxsmplc  "* 
banks  of  discount,  deposite,  and  exchange,  alonetUtbef 
exist  in  Europe,  and  where  they  give  all  the  rest  bene- 
fits of  banks  without  the  dan^eraand  mischiefs  of  isHiiag 
paper  mowy.  In  his  opinion,  about  thirty  dfpM><s 
banks  were  enough)  they  were  more  places  of  dep«iw 
than  existed  during  the  time  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  Uniin 
States,  which  had  but  twenty-four  branchest  and  ifibe 
deposites  were  confined  to  about  thirty  banks  of  gocA 
capital  and  high  character,  these  banks  wouM  imat- 
diately,  that  is  lo  say,  within  one  or  two  years,  sad  ao* 
while  we  have  the  specie  to  justify  the  operation,  ca!<r 
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heartily  into  the  meawre  of  putting  down  the  circuUtivn 
«f  nolcs  under  tventy  dolltn.  With  the  ftdditional  in- 
daccment  of  relinquishinff  the  interest  which  they  now 
pay  OD  depoiito,  he  felt  certain  they  would  quickly  «c- 
compliab  tJw*  great  work  fw  the  country.  Now  is  the 
lime,  as  Mr.  C.  P.  Wbite  aays  in  hia  letter,  now  is  the 
tiniB  to  do  it,  when  our  specie  ii  between  seventy  and 
eighty  millions  of  dollars.  Certainly  thii  is  the  time, 
while  forty-five  millions  of  that  specie  is  locked  up  in  the 
Taulta  of  banks — and  while  our  paper  circulation  is  so 
Ndundant  as  to  have  undergone  a  depreciation  which  is 
heavily  frh  in  the  price  of  every  article  of  cunsumpiion 
by  all  persons  who  live  upon  wages  and  fixed  incume. 
This  ia  the  time  to  tfiect  the  Kuppressioni  and  it  was  af- 
flielhig  to  see  it  lostt  for  to  posipone  it  five  years  wu 
lo  lose  the  golden  opportunity.  And  at  whose  insUnce 
was  this  lo  be  done  f  At  the  instance  of  the  small  banks— 
the  two>an<I-siipenny  concerns — to  which  it  was  sn  ob- 
ject to  put  out  small  notes,  for  the  sake  of  the  gain  to  the 
bank  itpon  the  loss  to  the  community,  in  the  wear  and  tear 
of  amall  notei-  Mr.  B.  said  it  was  the  small  banks 
which  cling  to  the  small  notes,  and  some  of  them  since 
they  became  deposite  bank%  and  in  violation  of  the  de- 
poaile  hv.  He  would  give  an  inaUnce;  it  was  from  that 
nine  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus,  fivm  which  he  had  be- 
li»re  read.  -  In  the  statement  of  its  condition  made  to 
the  Legttlature  of  Ohio  on  the  9ih  day  of  January  of 
the  present  year,  the  circulation  of  the  bank  is  thus  sta- 
ted: One-dollar  bills,  |6,236|  two-doHar  do.  94,916} 
three-dollar  do.  #6.6()9i  five  do.  S60,085,  ten  do. 
$10,910;  twenty  do.  »13,140j  fifty  do.  #13,400)  one 
hundred  do.  $300.  Now,  here  is  a  bank  whose  total 
circulation  ia  f 115,000,  and  of  which  the  whole,  except 
•bout  #35,000,  ■■  under  twenty  dolhrsi  and  yet  this 
bank,  on  Uiia  qaeation,  and  in  tbia  chamber,  it  to  out- 
weigh the  Manhatun,  and  the  other  great  hanks  o{  the 
country ! 

Ur.  B.  said  it  was  curioua  to  obwrve  that  the  small 
covnlry  banks  in  Rnf;land  had  governed  the  legislation 
of  the  British  Parliament  in  the  itippression  of  the  small 
noles^  precisely  in  the  manner  now  going  on  in  Ibis 
eoitntry,  and  with  the  same  disastrous  results  there  which 
nay  be  expected  to  ensue  here.  He  would,  to  abow 
this,  read  an  extract  from  the  testimony  of  the  governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  Mr.  Horsley  Palmer,  before 
Lord  Altborp's  committee,  in  1832.    He  says: 

**  By  the  resolution  of  (he  House  of  Commons  of  1819, 
the  Dank  of  England  was  required,  within  four  yean>, 
to  pay  off  in  gold  (he  amount  of  their  one-pound  notes 
then  in  circulation,  (about  £7.500,0000  further,  to  pro- 
vide the  coin  for  paying  off  the  eountrr  small  notes  in 
1835,  (about  £7,800,000  morei)  in  addition  towhich,  the 
neeevtity  waa  imposed  of  providing  the  requisite  surplus 
bullion  for  insuring  th^  convertibility  of  all  their  liabilt- 
itcsi  vhich  addition  of  bullion  to  their  stock  could  not 
be  estimated  at  leM  (han  £5,000,000;  making  in  tlie  ag- 
gregate £20,000,000  of  gold  aa  necessary  to  be  procured 
fro  ill  foreign  eountriei  within  the  space  of  four  years 
from  1819.  The  bank  cancelled  their  own  small  nutea 
m  1S31,  (two  years  before  the  time  limited  by  Parlia- 
ment.) In  1833,  being  three  years  prior  to  the  time 
fixed  by  Parliament,  they  were  in  a  situation  to  furnish 
the  gold  for  paying  off  tbe  country  small  notes,  (ihat  is, 
they  had  procured  the  whole  30  millions  in  gold,  near 
100  millions  of  dollars,  from  foreign  countries  in  three 
year*,)  when,  without  any  communicatioo  with  the  bank, 
the  Government  thotight  proper  to  authorixe  a  continu- 
anee  of  the  cireutatioo  of  the  country  amall  notes  until 
1833." 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  here  seen  that  the  governor  of  the 
Bank  of  England  complained  that,  when  the  Bank  of 
Eitgland  had  procured  twenty  millions  sterling  in  gold 
in  three  years,  (eq>Ml  to  near  one  hundied  millions  of 
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dollars,)  and  had  suppreased  its  own  small  notes,  and 
had  gold  enough  to  supply  the  place  of  all  the  country 
bsnkk*  small  notes,  that  these  country  banks  got  the  time 
extended  for  the  suppression  of  theirs — got  it  done  in 
Parliament,  without  consultation  with  the  Bank  of 
England — and  extended  up  to  the  year  1833.  This  ia 
the  testimony  of  the  governor  of  the  bank,  and  the 
point  of  it  is  thia:  that  the  Parliament  lost  the  golden  mo- 
ment of  doing  the  great  work,  and  lost  it  by  conforming 
lo  the  interest  of  the  amall  country  banks,  whose  frienda 
were  numerous  and  powerful  in  Parliament,  in  oppoai- 
tion  to  the  interest  or  the  empire,  and  against  (he  wishes 
of  the  Bank  of  England.  The  rest  ia  matter  of  history. 
That  biatory  ia,  that  these  country  banks  never  enjoyed 
the  seven  years  which  Parliament  granted  them. 
Having  seven  years  to  go  upon,  they  resolved  to  make 
hay  while  the  sun  was  shining.  So  to  work  they  went, 
and  put  out  more  small  notes  than  ever.  The  conse- 
quence was,  the  vast  and  diaastrous  explosion  of  the 
paper  system  which  took  place  in  18135,  an  explosion 
which  covered  all  England  with  the  wrecks  of  broken 
fortunes,  and  in  which  so  many  families  who  thought 
themselves  affluent  were  suddenly  sunk,  without  any 
fault  of  their  own,  and,  as  if  by  magic  and  enchantment, 
from  the  enjoyment  of  wealth  and  happiness,  to  the  suf- 
ferings of  poverty,  misery,  and  desfwir.  History,  Mid 
Mr.  B.,  IS  said  to  be  philosophy  leaching  by  example. 
But  how  many  of  her  leasons  are  lost  upon  tbe  world! 
Here  ia  a  grreat  lesson  given  lo  ua  in  our  own  time,  and  by 
the  nation  from  whom  we  have  borrowed  our  whole  sys- 
tem of  banking.  Yet  this  lesson  is  lost  upon  us;  and  we 
must  go  through  her  sufferings,  and  learn  it  ourselves,  as 
she  did,  before  we  can  know  it.  Our  circumstances  are 
the  aamet  we  have  accumulated  upwarda  of  70  millions 
of  gold  and  silver;  it  is  increasing  every  day;  we  are 
ready  for  the  operation  of  drawing  in  small  notes,  and 
pultmg  out  hard  money;  the  strong  and  respectable 
banks  wish  us  to  do  it;  the  public  interest  requires  it  to 
bedonei  the  policy  of  President  Jackson'n  administration 
prescribes  it ;  yet  we  lose  the  golden  opp Ttunity;  we  put 
it  olT  for  five  years!  and  intiead  of  adopting  an  efficient 
course  to  act  upon  maasei  of  banks,  and  upon  every 
variety  of  their  Circulation  under  twenty  dollar^  we  take 
an  impotent,  tneiRcienl  course,  and  to  act  upon  units,  and 
upon  the  nolea  which  they  issue  only,  and  by  way  of  bar- 
gain, which  either  party  may  terminate  when  it  pleaies, 
a  bargain  which  rouat  be  fatal  to  our  Trcasurj  if  the  banks 
accept  it! 

Mr.  U.  having  gone  over  these  objection*  to  (he  com- 
mittee's bill,  wiHild  now  ascend  lo  a  class  of  objections  of 
a  higher  and  graver  character.  He  had  already  remark- 
ed  tliat  the  committee  had  carried  out  a  resolution,  and 
had  brought  back  a  bill;  (hat  the  committee  proposed  a 
statutory  enactment,  where  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Ewiiro,]  and  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rivaa,] 
had  only  proposed  a  joint  resolution!  and  he  had  already 
further  remarked,  that  in  addition  to  this  tot^l  change  in 
the  mode  of  action,  the  committee  had  added  what 
neither  of  these  Senators  had  proposed,  a  clause,  under  s 
proviso,  to  enact  paper  money  into  cash — to  pass  paper 
money  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  as^sh — and 
to  punish,  by  the  loss  of  the  deposiles,  any  df  pusite  bank 
which  should  refuse  so  to  receive,  so  to  credit,  and  so  to 
pavi,  the  notea  *■  receivable"  under  (he  provisions  of 
their  bill.  These  two  changes  make  entirely  a  new 
measure-— one  of  wholly  a  different  ebaracler  from  die 
resolutions  of  the  two  Senators— a  measure  which  openly 
and  in  terms,  and  under  penalties,  undertakes  to  make 
local  Statte  paper  a  legal  tender  to  tbe  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  lo  compel  (he  reception  of  all  its  revenues  in 
the  nutea  "  receivable"  under  (he  provisionsof  the  com- 
mittee's bill.  After  tbii  gigantic  step— this  colossal 
movement — in  favor  of  paper  money,  thercjwas  but  on** 
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•tep  more  for  llie  commtttre  to  (kke,  ind  that  was  (o 
Tnake  theae  notes  a  legal  tender  in  alt  paymrnls  from  the 
Federal  Government.  But  that  step  was  unneces»r;  to 
be  taken  in  words,  for  it  is  taken  in  fact,  wben  the  other 
gnttt  step  becontea  law.  For  it  is  inconteslable  that 
what  the  Oorernroent  receives,  it  must  pay  outt  and 
whit  It  paya  out  becomet  the  currency  of  the  country. 
So  that  when  this  bill  passes,  the  paper  money  of  the 
local  banks  will  be  a  tender  by  law  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment,  and  a  tender  by  durene  from  the  Government 
to  its  creditors  and  the  people.  This  is  the  alate  to  which 
the  committee's  bill  will  bring  us!  and  now,  let  us  pause 
and  contemplate,  for  a  moment,  the  position  we  occupy, 
and  the  vast  ocean  of  paper  on  which  «e  are  proposed 
to  to  be  embarked. 

We  stand  upon  a  constitution  which  recognises  nothing 
but  gold  and  silver  for  moneyi  we  stand  upon  a  legis- 
lation of  near  finy  years,  which  recognises  nothing 
but  gold  and  silver  for  money.  Now,  for  the  first  time, 
we  have  a  stalutory  enactment  proposed  to  rccngn'so  the 
paper  of  a  wilderness  of  local  banks  for  money,  and  in 
BO  doing  to  repeal  all  prior  legislation  by  law,  and  the 
constitution  by  fact.  This  is  an  era  in  our  Ifgislation. 
It  is  statute  laur  to  control  all  other  law,  and  is  not  a 
resolution  to  aid  other  lawi,  and  to  eipreu  the  opinionf 
of  Congress.  On  this  point  be  must  be  permitted  to  re- 
fer to  whai  he  had  said  tn  a  fitrmer  part  of  this  debate, 
when  he  dwell  upon  the  difference  between  an  set  of 
Cungreas  and  a  resolution  of  Congress,  and  congratula- 
ted himself  that  nn  act  of  the  nailonal  Legislature  had 
ever  attacked  ihe  great  fundamental  acts  &r  the  collec- 
tion uf  the  revenues  in  the  gold  and  silver  money  of  the 
constitution.    This  is  what  he  then  said: 

"  The  exclusion  of  paper  money  waa  as  carefully  en- 
forced by  the  constiiiition  as  Ihe  adoption  of  gold  and 
silver  was  sedulously  goardt^d.  The  words  of  Ihe  con- 
stitution and  the  history  of  tlie  timef,  and  especially  the 
♦4th  No.  of  Ihe  Federalist,  written  by  Mr.  Madison,  all 
prove  th'd.  The  early  legislation  of  Congress  conformed 
to  the  words  and  spirit  of  Ihe  constitution,  and  adopted 
the  plainest  and  strongest  language  to  guanl  the  cur- 
rency which  it  had  adopted.  The  two  aclt  fundamen- 
tal for  the  collection  of  the  two  great  branches  of  the 
reveuue— lands  and  customs:  that  of  1789  for  the  latter, 
and  1800  for  the  former — were  express  that  gold  and 
silver  coin  only  should  be  received  for  the  eustomi,  and 
specie  and  evidences  of  the  public  debt  only,  for  the 
public  lands.  Ttieae  two  great  acl^  being  fnithful  In- 
lerpretera  of  the  oonstilulion,  have  never  bien  oper.ly 
attacked  in  either  House  of  Congress.  In  all  Ihe  changes 
which  subsequent  legislation  hat  made  in  Ihe  laws,  of 
which  the  hard-money  enactmenlaare  part,  these  chuses 
have  been  retained  in  the  same,  or  equivalent,  ez- 
pressioiiSj  so  (hat  a  hard-money  currency  still  remains 
Ihe  cunslilutiunal  and  the  statutory  currency  of  the 
Federal  Government.  Temporary  enactments  in  favor 
of  Treasury  notes,  and  Unltrd  Slates  Bank  notes,  have 
ceasedt  and  (he  joint  resolution  of  1816  neither  does  nnr 
can  repeal  a  law.  Reaolutiona,  whether  joint  or  several, 
are  not  the  mode  of  national  legislation.  Itiey  are  only, 
declaratory  of  facts  or  principles,  or  expressive  of  the 
opinions  and  purposes  of  the  House  or  Houses  fro'm  which 
they  emanate.  The  joint  resolution  differs  from  the 
single  in  nothing  but  in  being  the  declaration,  Ihe  opin- 
ion, or  the  purpose,  of  both  Houses,  instead  of  one.  This 
being  the  case,  and  the  two  fundamental  enactments  of 
1789  and  1800  being  slill  in  force,  aa  retained  in  subse- 
quent allerationa  of  Ihe  laws  to  witich  they  belong,  the 

3uestion  is,  how  comes  it  that  they  have  been  treated  as 
ead  letters  on  the  stalute  book,  and  paper  money  re- 
ceived in  place  of  the  hard  money  which  they  impera- 
tively required^   The  answer  to  this  question," 
This  is  uliat  was  said  four  or  five  weeks  ago,  nid  Sir. 


B.j  and  strong  as  he  felt  in  the  correctness  of  what  he 
then  said,  he  would  yet  now  reinforce  it  with  sulhoriiy— 
authority  drawn  from  different  sources— but  boih  fit- 
titled  to  deference  in  this  debate.  The  first  wm  fnm 
Mr.  Jefferson'a  Manual,  and  to  show  the  nature  of  a  rrs- 
olution,  and  wherein  it  differed  from  a  statute.  Mr. 
Jefferson  says,  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress:  "Pieti^ 
principles,  their  own  opinions  and  purposes,  are  rxpm- 
sed  in  the  form  of  resolutions. '*  H«re,  then,  is  the  of- 
fice and  nature  of  a  resntution:  U  ta  to  declare  a  fact,  or 
a  principle,  or  to  express  an  opinion  or  purpose  of  the 
House  or  Houses.  In  theae  senses  innumerableteiolu- 
tions  have  been  passed  by  Congresn,  and  in  the  third  of 
tlie«e  sense?,  that  of  expressing  an  opinion,  the  joint  res- 
olution for  the  better  collection  of  the  revenues  vsi 
passed  in  1816.  It  was  a  reaolution  in  aid  of  llie  condi- 
lution  and  the  hard-money  statutes,  and  not  in  Amp- 
tion,  or  repeal,  of  them.  On  the  next  point,  thst  no 
open  attack  had  ever  been  madi",  in  Ihe  legi^vtinn  of 
Congre8j>,  on  the  bard-money  siaiutes,  he  would  qwtt 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [  Mr.  Wiibtib,]  wbiise 
speeches  on  this  subject  he  had  often  letd  wiibntii- 
faction  and  profit.  He  quoted  from  a  speech  of  1816, 
on  the  bill  to  charier  (he  late  Bdnk  of  the  United  States: 

■*  No  nation  had  a  better  currency  than  the  Unitra 
Statea.  There  wu  no  nation  .which  had  guarded  iti 
currency  with  more  caret  for  the  framers  of  Ihe  comli- 
lution,  and  those  who  enacted  the  early  statutes  on  tliii 
subject,  were  hard-money  menj  they  had  felt,  and  Ibew- 
fore  duly  apprecihted,  Ihe  tv-ls  of  a  paper  medium!  Hiff 
therefore  sedulously  guarded  the  currency  of  the  UiiiieJ 
States  from  debasement.  The  legal  curretwy  iX  the 
United  States  vat  gttid  and  ^Iver  coin:  this  was  i  sub- 
ject in  regard  to  which  Congress  had  run  into  no  folly'' 

This  (said  Mr.  B.)  settles  the  question  up  to  18l6- 
It  shows  that  up  to  that  lime  Congress  had  run  into  no 
folty  on  thia  subject  (it  had  passed  no  act  to  impair  ihe 
constitutional  currency — done  nothing  tu derogate  from 
the  early  hard-money  statutes,  and  the  htrd-wjwf 
clauses  of  the  constilutiun.  All  was  safe  on  Ihe  sutute 
book  up  lo  1816;  and  the  joint  resolution  of  that  ytsr, 
as  he  had  often  said,  was  hi  aid,  and  not  in  derf^il"^ 
of  these  early  statutes.  The  legislation  since  1816  li 
within  our  own  knowledge.  Leaving  out  lempwary 
enactments  in  lavor  of  scrip.  Treasury  notea,  !ic. ,  snd 
term  used  la  always  the  same,  or  Ihe  equivalent,  of 
what  is  found  in  the  constitution.  The  act  of  18W|  ™ 
reducing  the  price  of  the  public  landsr  directs  ibeialo 
be  sold  for  *'  cash."  The  word  '  *  cash"  inhere  uied  ss 
ready  money,  and  thst  the  hard  money  of  tl>«  consliW- 
lion.  The  fVimen  of  that  act  were  also  hsnMiwwy 
men,  fur  they  had  just  got  a  tremendous  IcNon  from  tU 
paper  system.  They  had  jukt  gone  through  the  p»p*' 
agonies  of  the  late  war.  Hard  money,  then,  by  •"J 
constitution,  and  by  all  our  statute  laws,  il  Bti'l  "'I" 
statute  book  the  only  legal  currency  of  the  ^'•■5]? 
Governmenti  and  now,  for  the  first  time  in  near  MJ 
years,  is  a  atatute  proposed  to  repeal  all  these  hsw-iw- 
ney  statutes,  and  to  make  the  paper  uf  a  myriad  uf  bankij 
known  and  unknown,  bom  and  to  be  bom,  (he  vp* 
currency  of  the  Federal  Government.  And,  st 
lime  is  this  proposition  madef  At  the  time  when  iw 
country  contains  more  specie  than  it  ever  »«•  beW<i 
when  banks  of  the  highest  character  are  for  chfckiit 
paper  moneyi  *nd  while  that  President  la  still  ahtf, 
and  4n  power,  who  has  made  it  the  pride  and  K'^? 
his  adminiMration  to  revive  and  extend  the  gold  *ta  Vf 
ver  currency. 

Mr.  B.  said,  the  effects  of  tbii  statute  wooM  be,  (o 
make  a  paper  government — to  insure  the.exporlal«B 
of  our  specie~to  leave  the  State  banka  without 
liAns  to  reat  upon — lo  producej^certain  cat"'*'^"*  "# 
the  whole  paper  ^J^^^hl^^^""^ 
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the  United  Slitei  Buik — and  to  TaBten,  for  a  time,  the 
Adam  Smith  •ystem  upon  the  Federal  Government  and 
the  whole  Union. 

Hr.  B.  then  inquired,  emphatically,  what  was  the  sy<- 
tem  of  Adam  Smith?  and.  then  said  that  Dr.  Smith 
■bould  tnawer  thig  queitmn  himself*  and  that  he  would 
read  the  cxtraeti  from  bit  workt  which  would  exhibit  hia 
response.  Thia  inquiry  wa«  rendered  the  more  necessary, 
becauae^  having  named  Dr.  Smith  as  the  founder  of 
the  paper  lyatem  in  RngUnd,  the  Senator  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  RiTu]  had  thought  him  mistaken,  and  maintained 
the  contrary.    He  then  read  the  following  extracts: 

"The  substitution  of  paper  in  the  room  of  gold  and 
silTer  money  replaces  a  very  expeiuive  instrument  of 
commerce  with  one  much  less  costly,  and  Mmetimei 
equally  convenient.  Circulstion  comes  to  be  earricd  on 
by  s  new  wheel,  which  it  costs  less  to  erect  and  maintain 
^an  the  old  one.    There  are  several  different  sorts  of 

Gper  money;  but  the  circulating  notes  of  banks  and 
nkcrs  are  the  species  which  is  best  known,  snd  which  ) 
■eema  best  adapted  for  this  purpose.  When  the  people 
of  any  particular  country  have  such  conBilence  in  the 
fortune,  prubity,  end  prudence,  of  a  particular  banker,  as 
to  beltere  that  he  it  alwaya  ready  to  pay,  upon  demand, 
■ueh  of  bis  proimssory  notes  ai  are  likely  to  be  presented 
to  bim,  those  notes  come  to  have  the  same  currency  as 
gold  and  Mlver  money,  from  the  confidence  that  such  > 
money  can  at  any  time  be  had  for  Ihcm.  A  particular 
banker  lends  among,his  customers  his  own  promissory 
notes,  to  the  extent  we  aliall  suppose  of  £100,000.  As 
these  notes  serve  all  (he  purposes  of  money,  his  debtors 
pay  him  the  same  interest  as  if  be  had  lent  them  so  much 
money.  This  interest  'u  the  source  of  bis  g^in.  Though 
some  of  these  notes  are  continui«lly  coming  back  upon 
bim,  part  of  them  continue  to  circulate  for  months  and 
years  together.  Though  he  has  generally  in  circulation, 
therefore,  notes  to  the  extent  of  JEIOO.OOO,  yet  jE20,000 
in  gold  and  silver  may  frequently  be  a  sufficient  pro- 
vision for  answering  occasional  demands.  By  this  ope- 
ration, therefore,  £20,000  in  gold  and  niver  perform  all 
the  functions  which  £100,000  could  otherwise  have  per- 
formed) £80,000  of  gold  and  silver,  therefore,  can,  in 
this  manner,  be  spared  from  the  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try! *nd  if  different  operations  of  the  same  kind  should, 
at  the  same  time,  be  carried  on  by  difTcrent  banks  and 
bankers,  the  whole  circnUtion  may  thus  be  conducted 
with  a  fifth  part  only  of  the  ^Id  and  silver  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  requisite.  Four  fifths,  therefore, 
of  a  full  circulation  of  gold  and  silver  may  be  exported. 
But  though  so  great  a  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  is  thus 
sent  abroad,  we  must  not  imagine  that  it  is  sent  abroad 
for  nothing,  or  that  its  proprietors  nuke  a  present  of  it 
to  foretnt  nations.  They  will  exchange  it  for  fureign 
goods  M  some  kind  or  another,  in  order  to  supply  the 
consumption  either  of  some  other  foreign  couii'ry,  as 
lh«ir  own."— r©/.  1,  page*  434,  '5,  '6,  '7. 

•*  A  paper  money  consisting  in  bank  notes,  issued  by 
people  of  undoubted  credit,  payable  upon  demand  with- 
out any  condition,  and  in  fact  alwaya  readily  paid  asaoon 
as  presented,  is,  in  every  respect,  equal  to  gold  and  silver 
money;  aince  gold  and  silver  money  can  at  any  time  be 
bad  for  it.  Whatever  is  either  bought  or  sold  for  such 
paper  must  necessarily  be  bought  or  sold  as  cheap  as  it 
could  bare  been  for  gold  and  silver.  The  increase  of 
paper  money,  it  has  been  said,  by  augmenting  the  quan- 
tity and  consequently  diminialung  the  value  of  the 
whole  ctirreney,  necessarily  augments  the  money  price 
of  commodities:  But  as  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver 
which  ts  taken  from  the  currency  is  always  equal  to  the 

3uan(ily  of  paper  which  is  added  to  it,  paper  money 
oes  not  necessarily  increa'se  the  quantity  of  the  whole 
currency."— l,/>.  490. 
"The  Bank  uf  England  is  the  greatest  bank  of  circu- 


lation in  Europe.  It  was  incorporated,  in  pursuance  of 
an  act  of  Parliament,  by  a  charter  under  the  great  seal, 
dated  the  37th  of  July,  1694.  It  at  that  time  advanced 
to  Government  £1,300,000  for  an  annuity  of  £100,000, 
ur  fur  an  annuity  of  £96,000  a  yrar  interest,  at  the  rate 
of  8  per  cent.,  and  £4,000  a  year  fur  the  expense  of 
management.  Tlte  stability  of  the  Bank  of  England  is 
equal  to  that  of  the  Britinh  Government.  All  that  it  has 
advanced  to  the  Government  must  be  lust  before  its 
creditors  can  sustain  any  loss."—  Vol.  I,  p.  479. 

The  bank  has  lent  its  whole  capital,  now  about  four- 
teen and  a  half  millions  sterling,  to  the  Government;  so 
that  the  Government  s'ands  security  for  the  bank  to  that 
amount,  being  near  seventy  miUions  of  dollars. 

*'  Joiat  stock  companies  are  well  adapted  to  carry  on 
the  trade  of  banking.  Tlie  constitution  of  joint  stock 
companies  renders  them  in  general  more  tenacious  of 
established  rules  than  any  private  copartnery.  Such 
companies,  therefore,  seem  extremely  well  fitted  for  this 
trade.  The  principal  banking  companies  in  Europe, 
accordingly,  are  joint  Ktock  companies,  many  of  which 
manage  their  trade  very  successfully,  without  any  exclu- 
sive privilege." — Paga  146,  148,  vol.  3. 

**lf  bankers  are  restrained  from  issuing  any  circula- 
ting bank  notes,  or  notes  payable  to  the  bearer,  for  less 
than  a  certain  sum,  (£5  sterling,)  and  if  they  sre  sub- 
jected to  the  obligation  of  an  immediate  and  unconditional 
payment  of  such  hank  notes  as  soon  as  presented,  their 
trade  may,  whh  safety  to  the  public,  be  rendered,  in  all 
respects,  perfectly  free.  The  late  multiplication  of 
banking  companies,  in  both  pai  ts  uf  the  United  King- 
dom, an  event  by  which  many  people  have  been  much 
alarmed,  instead  of  diminishing,  increnses  the  security  of 
the  public.  In  general,  if  any  branch  or  any  dividon  of 
labor  be  advantageous  to  the  pablic,  the  freer  and  more 
general  the  competition,  it  will  alwaya  be  the  more 
n."—yoL  1,  paga  498,  '9. 

This,  said  Mr.  fi.,  is  the  answer  of  Dr.  Smith;  and  if 
it  does  not  constitute  him  a  paper-system  man,  there  is 
certainly  no  virtue  in  language,  and  no  power  in  words. 
He  is  for  the  Bank  t^  England,  he  is  fur  joint  stock 
banks,  he  is  for  individual  bankers,  and  he  is  for  making 
the  banking  trade,  on  condition  of  issuing  no  notes  un- 
der £5,  and  promising  to  pay  them  on  demand,  as  fn  o 
as  any  other  trade  in  the  country;  and  he  thinks  the 
greater  the  number  of  banks,  the  greater  the  securiry 
of  the  public.  He  is  for  a  currency,  four  parts  paper 
and  one  part  gold;  and  he  is  iu  favor  of  exporting  every 
four  guineas  out  of  five,  and  of  supplying  the  place  of 
the  exported  gold  by  piper  money  issued  by  the  Bunk 
of  England,  by  joint  slock  companies,  by  individual 
bankers,  and  by  any  person  that  chooses  to  imie  paper, 
and  promises  to  pay  it  on  demand  in  gold,  and  agrees 
not  to  issue  any  note  below  £5.  This  is  his  system;  a 
paper  system  out  snd  out,  and  without  one  mitigating 
feature  in  it  except  the  £5  limit,  which  to  us  looks  like 
a  restriction,  but  was  in  reality  an  enlargement  of  the 
banking  privilege;  for  at  the  time  that  Dr.  Smith 
wrote,  above  fifty  years  ago,  the  Bank  of  England  issued 
no  note  of  less  denomination  than  £10.  This  is  tha 
sytsem  of  Dr.  Smith;  a  sybtem  that  has  blown  up  in 
England  three  times  in  twenty-five  yesrs;  which  is  now 
upon  the  eve  of  another  catastrophe,  and  requiring  and 
receiving  the  interposition  uf  the  British  Govrmment  to 
save  it;  which  ia  now  in  all  that  concerns  banks  of  i^sue, 
except  the  issues  of  the  Bank  of  England,  condemned 
even  by  his  own  political  school  in  Englandi  and  which 
sys'em,  brought  into  our  country  by  General  llsmiltun, 
above  forty  years  ago,  maintaining  a  struggle  vitb  our 
institutions  ever  aince,  it  is  now  propoml  to  fulcn  upon 
the  Federal  Government  by  law. 

Mr.  U.  proceeded  to  other  objections  to  the  commit* 
tee's  bill,   ft  gave  the  Secretary  of  the  Tr^Artiiy,  in  the 
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fifftt  MClion,  B  boundleH  diicretion  to  dn  what  he 
thought  necessary  to  effect  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nues in  the  currencies  specified  in  the  section;  and  it 
gave  him,  in  the  second  section,  a  supervisory  power 
and  control  over  the  receivability  of  all  local  bank  paper; 
intt  it  gave  him,  in  the  proviso  to  that  section,  a  power 
to  punish  any  dcpoiite  bank  which  should  refuse  to  re- 
ceive and  pats  as  cash,  to  the  credit  of  the  United  Slates, 
the  notes  **r(.eeivable"  under  that  act,  and  received  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  its  business,  on  funeral  deposile. 
This  was  a  power  which  he  did  not  wish  to  see  any  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  possess.  He  did  not  wish  to  see 
any  one  vested  wiih  power  to  operate  upon  the  liupea 
and  fears  of  a  thousand  banks;  nur  did  he  wish  to  see  a 
thousand  banks  invested  with  claims,  and  placed  in  a 
position  to  operate  upon  the  hopes  ami  fears  of  any  Sec- 
retary. He  did  not  wish  to  see  the  members  of  Con- 
KreSB,  who  possessed  an  inlereit  or  took  an  interest  tn 
liical  banks,  marching  in  columns  upon  the  Treasury 
Secretary,  and  soliciting  him  to  admit  the  banks  which 
they  represented  to  be  admitted  to  the  faTor  of  furniiih- 
ing  a  national  currency  for  the  Federal  Government. 
Such  things  gave  a  Secretary  too  much  power  over 
batiks  and  members,  or  they  might  give  the  banks  and 

'  the  members  too  much  power  over  hlfn.  Ur.  B>  was 
the  Friend  oF  the  new  administration  i  hsd  asusted  to 
create  it,  and,  of  course,  had  confidence  tn  it;  but  he  ob- 
jected to  vesting  it  with  this  extmordiniry  power.  He 
wanted  Uw,  and  not  executive  or  departmental  grace 
nr  discretion,  fur  the  tenure  of  his  rights.  Wherever 
Uw  could  be  applied,  he  wanted  it  applied.  This  was 
a  case  in  which  it  could  be  applied.  It  was  a  casein 
which  it  was  ensy  to  appl^  it.  It  was  only  to  let  the  old 
statues,  and  the  constitution,  remain  in  force,  ind  fol- 
low out  the  policy  oF  President  Jackson,  and  gold  and 
silver  would  remain  the  sole  currency  for  the  receipts 
nnd  ezpenditurei  of  the  Federal  Government.  Besides 
his  objections  to  the  power  which  this  bill  would  give 
to  the  Secretary,  he  should  be  sorry  personally  to  see 

'any  friend  of  his  subjected  to  the  exercise  of  that  power. 
He  had  seen  Mr.  Crawford  subjected  to  the  exercise  of 
a  small  part  of  it;  and  he  bad  seen  him  assailed,  defamed, 
Tilifled  and  peraecuted,  on  account  dF  the  manner  in 
which  he  bad  exercised  that  power,  when  he  was  cer- 
tain llial  no  man  could  act  with  more  honesty,  impar- 
tmlity,  and  patriotism,  than  he  had  done. 

Ml-.  U.  objected  to  the  bill,  for  want  of  certainty  in 
the  kind  of  money  which  was  to  be  received  in  tlie  lund 
oRices.  The  whole -question  was  left  afloat.  Nothing 
was  fixed;  nothing  was  stationary.  What  was  hmd-bf- 
ficc  money  to-day  miglil  not  be  so  to-morrow.  The  or- 
ders for  the  reception  and  rejection  of  different  paper, 
or  the  same  paper,  might  vary  from  day  to  day.  A  far- 
mer hears  that  the  notea  of  a  particular  bank  are  receiva- 
ble; he  supplies  liimself  with  those  notes,  and  goes  to 
the  office.  When  he  gels  there,  he  may  meet  an  order 
to  exclude  them;  and  then  be  turned  over  to  a  money 
dealer  to  furnish  liimself  With  other  notes,  no  better  tlun 
those  be  had,  |>ut  «t  a  cost  of  five,  ten,  or  fifteen  per 
cent,  to  him  to  effect  the  exchange.  Far  better  would 
it  be  for  the  farmers  and  settlers  to  have  the  permanen- 
cy and  uniformity  of  gold*and  silver  only  fur  land-office 
payments;  then  they  would  always  know  what  they  had 
to  rely  upon,  and  would  be  free  from  disappointmenti 
and  impositions. 

Mr.  U.  further  objected  to  the  receivability  of  paper 
money  at  the  land  offices,  on  account  of  the  advantage  a 
which  it  gave  to  bankers  and  their  favorites  over  the 
rest  of  the  community.    To  a  banker,  or  bil  favorite,  it 

.  was  pretty  immaterial  whether  he  gave  a  quire  or  a 
ream — a  handfull,  or  an  trmfull — or  hit  paper,  for  a 
parcel  of  landi  and  wKetber  ibis  paper  was  speckled 
over  with  figures  for  fire  dollars  or  fiHy  dtdlara.  or  five 


hundred  dollars.  It  was  all  pretty  much  the  same  thing 
to  him.  To  a  farmer,  however,  who  had  to  give  labor, 
or  produce,  or  property,  fur  every  dollar  he  obtained,  it 
was  quite  another  sffairi  and  it  was  impossible  forbim 
to  stand  tlie  competition  w>th  the  man  of  quire*,  with 
his  machine  to  impreu  letters  and  figures,  for  u  nutiy 
dollars  as  he  pleased,  on  the  tittle  oblong  slips  of  paper 
which  constituted  bank  notes.  It  was  a  shame  in  the 
Government  to  put  the  farmer  in  competition  with  mch 
wholesale  manuiacturers  of  paper  dollars. 

Mr.  B.  further  objected  to  this  bill,  because  its  ten- 
dency was  to  inundate  the  new  States  with  strange  sod 
unknown  bank  paper.  In  the  new  States,  whatever  aru 
land-office  money  waa  current  money,  it  was  current, 
not  only  at  the  bnd  office,  but  in  every  place,  and  all 
over  the  State.  It  was  a  Government  fendorsevMit, 
which  gave  credit  to  the  whole  issue  of  the  bank.  Ti- 
king  advantage  of  thi*,  it  was  quite  usual  for  enlerprianK 
banks  to  get  their  paper  made  receivable  in  the  Isnd 
•ffices;  then  go  to  the  new  States,  and  lay  out  immenie 
quantities  of  it  in  the  purchase  of  produce,  or  property; 
and  then  leave  it  to  be  shaved  out  of  the  hands  of  i)ie 
people  when  it  ceased  to  be  land-office  money,  or  whea 
specie  was  wanted  For  it. 

Finally,  Mr.  B.  objected,  totally,  to  the  idea  of  con- 
tinuing to  receive  paper  money  fur  the  duet  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  I'his  bill  waa  intended  to  be  a  per- 
manent law;  there  was  no  limitation  of  time  in  it.  It 
was  intended  to  Continue  paper  money  farevcr  u  the 
currency  of  the  Foderdl  Government.  There  was  no 
longer  any  plea  of  necessity  to  justify  such  a  grots  de- 
parture from  the  constitution.  It  ia  not  now  u  it  wu  in 
1816,  when  the  joint  resolution  of  that  year  wu  pasted- 
Then  there  «as  leas  specie  in  the  country  than  ever  vis 
known;  now  there  is  more  than  ever  was  known.  Tbe 
joint  resolution  of  1816  waa  a  great  advance  upon  the 
existing  state  of  things  at  that  time;  the  ssme  resolution 
would  be  a  retrograde  movement,  and  a  great  falling  bsck, 
at  the  present  day.  We  have  now  near  eighty  millioiis 
of  specie.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  computed  it 
at  seventy-three  millions  two  months  ago,  and  it  hM 
been  increaung  ever  aince.  A  New  Orleans  psper  con- 
putes  it  at  eighty  millions.  Say  the  amount  is  seveatj. 
five  millions;  that  sum  ia  far  beyond  any  possible  demand 
that  the  collection  of  the  revenues  in  specie  cmld  create. 
On  this  point,  Mr.  0.  spoke  with  data  in  hii  liand.snd 
could  demonstrate  and  prove  up  what  he  siiJ.  He 
had  two  dilTercnt  data  to  go  upon,  either  of  which  would 
be  sufficient,  and  both  of  which,  together,  would  be  con- 
clusive. First,  as  to  the  amount  of  money  which  K  re- 
quin  s  to  effect  a  given  amount  of  payments  in  trsiuiel* 
ing  the  business  of  the  country.  Every  body  kno»i 
that  it  does  not  req'iire  kn  amount  of  money  rqiwl 
the  whole  ammint  of  annual  payments  to  make  those 
payments.  Thia  might  be  the  case  if  every  creditor  ate 
all  the  money  which  he  received;  but  as  he  docs  not  eil 
it,  but  pays  it  over  to  somebody  else,  it  follows  that 
the  same  piece  of  money  performs  many  payments  )■ 
the  course  of  the  yeari  and,  consequently,  that  a 
far  below  the  amount  of  annual  payments  will  be  lun- 
cient  to  effect  all  those  payments.  A  proportionate  sup- 
ply, then,  is  all  tlutt  is  wanted;  and  that  proportion  u 
fixed  by  political  economiats  at  the  one  tenth.  Thus 
anniul  payments  to  the  amount  of  ten  millions  msy  m 
effected  fay  means  of  one  million;  and  so  on  in  I"* 
aame  proportion,  for  any  amount.  Upon  this  o***'' 
would  require  but  a  small  psrt  of  our  seventy  odd  mi- 
lions  to  '>:ffeet  all  tbe  annual  payments,  to  the  Fedcm 
Government.  Then,  try  anotlier  dais.  Take  the  expe- 
rience of  the  Dink  of  the  United  States.  During  tbe 
time  that  that  bank  wu  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment, nothing  wu  reedved  by  the^ederal 
but  iu  own  noieiand[j|||5|BfyiE^TMrtlk*"r« 
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in  circuUt'on.  The  amount  of  United  Slatet  Bank  notes 
IB  circulation,  though  pushed  up  a  Tew  timei  to  twenty 
odd  millioM,  were  generally  b^ow  twentyi  but  Uke 
that  for  the  average,  and  add  the  tilrer,  which  waa  com- 
puted in  1833,  by  the  Senator  from  HaanchuKtta,  [Mr. 
VfMMwnM,]  in  the  debate  on  the  renewal  of  the  bank 
charter,  at  from  twenty  to  twenty-two  millioni;  put  these 
two  sunw  together,  ind  you  have  about  forty  millions,  or 
litlle  more  than  half  tbe  gold  and  silver  now  !n  the  coun- 
try. Here,  again,  the  result  is  satisfactory,  and  ahows 
that  we  have  more  than  enough  for  this  porpoae.  But 
there  it  atill  a  third  way  to  arrive  at  Ihe  same  reauh.  It 
ia  by  looking  to  the  actual  amount  that  will  be  required 
for  the  great  sources  of  Government  demand — lands, 
customs,  and  Post  Office.  The  )and^  whether  sales  are 
restricted  to  settler*,  or  limited  to  hard-money  payments, 
which  would  itself  be  a  restriction  of  sales  to  settlers,  it 
u  certain  not  more  than  five  or  six  millions  of  dollars' 
worth  would  be  aold;  and,  as  the  Government  would  not 
eat  these  five  or  aix  niirions,  but  pay  them  back  as  fast 
at  received,  il  would  follow  that  a  psrt  only  of  it  would 
be  sufficient  to  make  the  whole  pa)  ment.  Then,  as  to 
tlie  customs:  they  may  amount  to  about  twenty  million^ 
but  would,  in  reality,  require  but  little  specie;  for  the 
psyments  through  the  customs  are  seldom  made  by 
counting  money,  but  by  a  transfer  of  credit  on  the  books 
of  a  bank.  An  orrffcr  to  pay  tbe  customs  in  hard  money 
would  nuike  very  little  difference  in  the  payments  as 
now  made.  Tbii^  every  merchant  and  basineas  man 
fiilly  nnderatanda.  Next,  aa  to  the  Post  Officet  here  the 
reeripta  are  upwards  of  four  millions  per  annurat  but 
tbe  Poatmaster  General  does  not  eat  the  money,  but  pays 
it  out  immediately,  and  sends  it  back  Into  the  mass  of 
circubtion,  in  payment  for  services  rendered  to  the  De-' 
partment  by  contractors,  agents,  deputy  postmssters, 
Ite.,  who  immediately  disburse  it  among  the  community. 

Finally,  Mr.  B.  had  positive  proof  that,  ao  far  aa  tbe 
lands  were  concerned,  and  that  wu  the  main  poinS 
there  waa  specie  enough  to  answer  the  demand.  He 
would  read  a  tetter  from  (he  chief  clerk  in  a  bnd  office 
which  is  selling  more  land  than  any  office  in  the 
Union,  and  which  wpuld  be  conclusive  on  the  wisdom, 
justice,  and  necessity,  of  (he  Treasury  circular.  It 
came  to  him  yesterday,  unsolicited  by  him,  and  was  de* 
livcrrd  through  the  hands  of  the  Senator  from  Michifran 
*ho  aita  farthest  on  the  other  side  of  the  chamber,  [Ur. 
Ltov,]  and  who,  as  well  aa  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Nostklz,] 
lie  rejoiced  to  see  in  the  aeati  to  which  they  had  been  ao 
lung  entitled,  and  from  which  they  had  been  so  long  de< 
forced.  He  rejoiced  that  Michigan  waa  at  last  released 
from  the  positron  of  a  stranger  at  the  gate,  cooling  her 
hccta  at  the  door  of  the  Capitol,  while  she  had  a  right 
to  a  place  within  it.  As  s  Misanurian,  he  could  feel 
keenljr  for  heri  for  it  was  the  fortune  of  Missouri  to  have 
to  wait,  and  cool  her  heels,  in  the  tame  manner,  fur  a 
whole  winter,  before  abe  could  be  admitted.  Mr.  D. 
then  read  tbe  following  extract  from  tbe  letter: 

[kxtbaot.] 

*'  I  am  chief  clerk  in  the  land  office  at  Katsmaaoo, 
where  land,  during  the  year  1836,  has  been  sold  to  the 
amount  ol  ^,050,000,  being  one  tenth  of  tbe  aggregate 
lalci  of  all  the  land  oRtcea  in  the  United  Statea— sixty- 
four,  I  believe,  in  number.  The  great  hunneas  done  at 
Ihia  ofliee  haa  afforded  signsi  opportunities  for  observa- 
tion aa  to  the  expediency  and  consequences  of  the  Treas. 
ury  circular.  We  are  all  convinced  of  tbe  wisdom  of 
tbe  measure,  and  it  ts  but  just  that  we  should  endeavor 
to  auatkin  iis  propriety  by  our  testimony. 

**The  public  lands  were  fast  falling  into  the  hands  of 
•peculating  bankers.  We  have  aeen  a  president  of  one 
or  the  banks  in  Massachusetts  visit  Kalamazoo  w'>th  blank 
nolea  in  thedieeti  and  we  bare  Keo  tbatiaoie  preaideat 


lay  his  monopniizing  gra^p  on  miles  of  (he  public  do- 
main, for  which  those  blanks,  filled  up  at  his  It-t'iure, 
were  taken  as  equivalent.  This  instance  waa  merely 
epluribut.  This  wholesale  speculation  haa  been  eaiop- 
ped  by  tbe  specie  circular.  The  land  is  sought  after 
with  the  same  avidity  since  as  before  the  issue  of  that  or- 
der, but  by  a  vtxy  difiierent  set  of  purchasers.  The  ac- 
tual cultivators  of^ the  soil  are  now  selecting  farms,  which, 
so  soon  as  entered,  they  begin  to  clear,  fence,  and  im- 
prove. I  am  writing  this  on  the  10th  of  January,  1837} 
and,  at  thia  very  time,  the  office  ia  thronged  with  bard- 
handed  yeomen  from  tbe  far  East,  who  have  cometoaettle 
amongst  us  in  the  far  West.  Nine  tenths  of  the  lots  now 
entered  are  for  those  who  intend  to  work  tliemt  and  the 
'  accustomed'  faces  of  land  speculator?,  which  continually 
haunted  tbe  office,  have  vanished.  It  is  not  my  busi- 
ness when  so  many  sagacious  statesmen  are  cogitating 
it,  to  offer  any  opinion  as  (o  Ihe  constilutionalily  or  un- 
constitutionality of  the  specie  circular,  but  I  merely  ven- 
ture to  set  forth  its  eonsequenec^  as  daily  exhibited  to 
our  eyes. 

**ItKsiSTKB'a  Orrica, 

KfdamaaiOt  JficA.,  Jan,  10,  1837. 

Mr.  B.  said  this  letter  had  been  written  nearly  a  month 
after  the  order  had  gone  into  effect  for  the  total  exclu- 
sion of  paper  money  from  the  land  offices.  It  annihila- 
ted all  the  speeches  against  that  order,  made  and  to  be 
made  on  this  floor.  It  vindicated  the  Treasury  order  in 
all  its  practical  bearings,  and  under  all  its  practical  aa- 
pec>a.  lie  wished  to  have  had  answers  from  all  the  land 
offices  on  these  points)  and  the  Senate,  at  his  motion, 
had  instructed  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  ad- 
drew  to  them  the  proper  interrogatories.  The  commit- 
tee chose  to  report  a  bill  without  seeking  the  informa- 
tion. They  did  morej  they  chose  to  send  to  a  commit- 
tee, of  which  he  was  a  member,  the  aame  motion  for  in- 
terrogatories after  they  ha<l  reported.  Thia  might  look 
like  a  good  joke.  It  was  like  aaying,  **  We  will  report 
the  bill,  and  pass  it,  and  he  may  carry  on  the  examina- 
tions afierwards;"  a  sort  of  of  rx  pott  facto  or  pott  mortem 
examination  not  common  in  legioUtion.  Very  well,  said 
Mr.  B.  The  exami nations  will  go  on*  and  although  the 
proofs  will  not  be  here  in  time  to  prevent  tbe  paasan 
of  this  bill,  yet  they  may  come  in  time  to  convince  tM 
country  that  it  ought  never  to  have  been  passed!  Mr. 
B.  returned  to  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  country,  and 
its  sufficiency  to  meet  the  collections  of  the  Federal 
Government.  He  said  it  was  more  than  sufficient,  far 
more.  Put  all  the  collections  together,  lands,  customs, 
and  Post  Office,  and  the  whole  will  not  amount  to  one 
half  of  the  specie  in  the  country.  Where,  then,  is  the 
pretext  fur  saying  there  ts  not  specie  enough  for  tbe  re- 
ceipts and  expenditurea  of  the  Federal  Government^ 
The  fact  ts  that  this  Government  will  not  require  enough 
to  exercise  a  sufficient  influence  over  the  moneyed  sys- 
tem of  the  Union.  Auxiliary  means  aa  the  suppreasioa 
of  notea  under  twenty  dollars  through  the  deposita 
bank*,  a  supervision  over  the  amount  oF  their  specie, 
and  prompt  settlements  with  all  the  banks  whose  notea 
they  take,  will  have  to  be  resorted  to.  The  federal 
collections  alone  will  not  be  aufficientt  and  in  this  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut]  was  perfectly  right, 
a  few  days  ago,  when  he  took  thia  very  point  as  an  ob- 
jection to  the  ability  of  the  Federal  Government  to  reg- 
ulate the  currency  through  iU  collections  of  revenue. 
He  was  right  in  ihe  objection,  and  Mr.  Gallatin,  who 
made  it  before  him,  waa  right  in  the  same  objectioni 
Specie  collections  alone  will  not  be  sufficient]  but  thcjr 
will  do  a  great  deal  towarda  it,  snd,  with  the  aid  of  auxth- 
ary  measures,  will  accomplish  it.  Let  it  not  be  forgot- 
ten that  the  whole  akill  and  the  whole  power  of  tb* 
Bank  of  tbe  United  Stfijgi^zni  MkJimMQvocea  of 
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reguUting  the  locul  bftitki,  were  iimiled  to  two  ■imple 
■nd  abvioui  meuuret;  flnl,  to  recnve  the  notei  of  no 
bink  in  piiyment  of  federal  dur%  unteu  it  vm  titutted 
in  the  (ante  town  or  ciiy  which  contained  her  bnnch; 
aecund,  to  return  the  noiei  of  all  the  local  banks  which 
the  receired,  for  immediate  settlement  and  pavment. 
This  ia  what  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  did.  'Let  ua 
alto  exclude  local  paper,  require  prompt  settlemenli 
between  our  deposite  banks  and  other  banks  enfurce 
the  provision  in  the  deposite  act,  which  is  a  supervision 
over  the  arooant  of  specie  in  the  depostte  buka»  and 
mippreaa  notes  under  twenty  dollars. 

Hr.  B.  aaid  now  was  the  time  tor  the  Ooremment  to 
aetaithe  Senator  from  Mas^acliuaetis  [Mr.  Wibstib] 
urged  it  to  act  in  1816.  This  was  his  language  at  that 
timei 

**  IF  Congress  were  to  pan  forty  statutes  on  the  lub- 
jeet(  be  sai(t,  they  would  not  make  the  law  more  con- 
clurive  than  it  now  was,  that  nothing  should  be  received 
la  payment  of  duties  to  the  GoRmment  but  speciei  and 
yet  no  regard  waa  paid  to  the  imperatiTC  injunctions  of 
the  tav  in  thia  respeet.  The  whole  strength  of  the 
Gorernfloentt  he  was  of  opinion,  ought  to  be  put  forth 
to  compel  the  payment  of  the  duties  and  taxes  to  the 
Government  In  the  legal  currency  of  the  country." 

Mr.  B.  was  free  to  declare  that  he  concurred  fully  in 
the  sentiments  just  quoted,  that  forty  statutes  could  not 
make  the  law  in  favor  of  specie  payments  stronger  than 
it  wmt,  and  that  the  whole  power  of  the  Government 
ought  to  be  exerted,  to  eompef  the  oolleetlon  of  the  rev* 
enues  in  the  constitutional  currency.  The  commence- 
ment of  operations  by  the  three  new  branch  minis  was 
the  latest  moment,  in  bis  opinion ,  at  which  universal  hard- 
money  payments  to  and  from  the  Vedrral  Government 
ought  to  be  delayed.  He  concurred  in  the  sentiments 
quoted,  and  would  now  quote  other  sentiments  delivered 
by  tbe  same  gentleman,  at  the  same  time,  and,  without 
fully  ooncurring  in  them,  he  would  claim  tbe  advantage 
of  them  on  tbis  occasion,  when  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
bill  before  w,  and  especially  the  proviso,  goes  to  change 
this  Federal  Gorernment  from  a  hard-money  to  a  paper- 
money  Government,  and  to  surrender  the  federal  Treas- 
ury to  the  gt^neral  reception  of  State  and  local  bank  notes. 

"  Congress  can  alone  coin  money  t  Congress  can  alone 
fix  the  value  of  foreign  coins.  No  State  can  coin  mo> 
neyt  no  State  can  fix  the  value  of  foreign  coinsi  no 
StatCi  not  even  Conxreti  itself,  can  make  any  thing  a 
tender  but  gold  and  silver  in  the  payment  of  debtf;  no 
State  can  emit  bills  of  credit.  The  exclusive  power  of 
regulating  the  metallic  currency  of  the  country  would 
■eem  to  imply,  or,  more  properly,  to  include,  as  part  of 
itaelf,  a  power  to  decide  how  far  that  currency  should 
be  exclusive,  how  far  any  substitute  should  interfere 
with  it,  and  what  that  substitute  should  be.  The  gene- 
nlity  and  extent  of  the  power  granted  to  Congress,  and 
tbe  clear  and  well-defined  prmib'ttoni  on  the  Statea, 
leave  liltib  doubt  of  an  intent  to  rescue  the  whole  sob- 
ject  of  currency  from  the  hands  of  local  legislation,  and 
to  confer  it  on  the  General  Government.  But,  notwith- 
standing this  apparent  purpose  in  the  constitution,  the 
truth  is  that  the  currency  of  the  country  is  now,  lo  a 
very  great  extent,  practically  and  efiectuatly,  under  the 
control  of  the  several  Slate  Governmentsi  if  it  be  not 
more  correct  to  say  that  it  is  under  the  control  of  the 
banking  inatilutions  created  by  the  Slates;  for  the  States 
•eem  first  to  have  taken  possession  of  the  power,  and 
Uien  to  have  delegated  it  Whether  the  States  can  con- 
ttitutionally  exercise  this  power,  or  delegate  it  lo  others, 
ia  a  point  which  1  do  not  intend,  at  present,  either  to 
concede  or  to  argue.  It  is  much  to  be  hoped  that  no 
controversy  on  the  point  may  ever  become  necessary." 

Mr.  B.  quoted  these  aentimentt  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
Toklny  tbe  aid  of  tbeir  author  in  rescuing  i  be  currency  of 


the  federal  constitution  from  the  control  which  this  bill, 
and  especially  the  proviso  to  the  second  section,  gives 
(o  the  banking  institutions  of  ibe  several  States  overitt 
a  control  whidi  will  enable  them  to  expel  that  carreacjr 
from  the  country,  and  to  enthrone  their  own  in  its  pbee. 

Mr.  U.  laid  that  this  bill,  though  in  its  lermsa  geaenl 
measure,  and  professing  to  act  only  on  eominit  events 
yet  was  in  reality,  a  measure  rescinding  the  Tretni^ 
order  of  July  last)  and,  as  such,  was  greeted  and  Mluled 
by  the  friends  of  the  recision  on  this  floor.  They  opea- 
ly  celebrate  the  advent  of  the  bill  as  the  triumph  of  thdr 
movement,  and  announce  its  pasaage  as  a  welcome  vietih 
ry.  This  may  be.  They  may  carry  the  bill,  hut  Ihejr 
cannot  carry  the  argument.  They  may  rescind  the  or- 
der, but  they  cannot  verify  Ur.  Biddle's  prediction  of 
the  distress  it  was  to  create,  nor  invalidate  Preiidflit 
Jackson's  statement  of  the  good  it  had  produced.  Ifl 
the  month  of  November,  Mr.  Biddle  predicted  a  world 
of  wo— all  to  take  place  by  the  lime  that  Con(p«is  mrt, 
and  all  to  result  fmm  the  Treasury  order,  and  tbe  nut- 
ner  of  executing  the  deposite  act— **intense  peeonisiy 
distress;  derangement  of  exchange<tt  loss  of  confi<Jeaeei 
destruction  of  the  public  prosperity;  scarcity  of  moneyi 
frill  of  pricesi  ruin  of  the  currencyi"  and  he  averred 
that  the  instant  repeal  of  the  Treasury  order,  ondertbe 
command  of  Congress,  If  the  Secretary  wouM  not  do  it 
voluntarily,  would  restore  confidence  In  tweniy-l<>« 
hourn,  and  put  an  end  to  alt  thia  mass  of  wo  in  twenty* 
four  days.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Preaident  inbnted 
us,  in  his  annual  message,  that  the''same  Treasery  cider 
had  produced  many  aalutary  conaequenera.  He  isyi  it 
has  checked  the  career  of  the  Weatern  banks,  and 
them  additional  strength  to  meet  approaching  difficiil< 
tie«t  that  it  has  cut  off  the  means  of  speculation  in  Ih* 
public  lan  tst  that  it  has  saved  the  new  States  from  the 
evils  of  a  non-resident  pmprietorahipi  that  it  his  kept 
open  the  public  lands  to  the  entry  of  cuhivators,  sad 
saved  them  from  eompetition  with  those  who  are  favored 
with  bank  facilitiesi  that  it  has  caused  gold  and  silver  to 
flow  into  the  new  Stales,  and  placed  the  bosincM  of  the 
whole  country  on  a  safer  and  more  solid  basis.  Ttaii  i* 
the  representation  of  the  Presidenti  and  which  it  tie 
true  pictured  his  statement,  or  Mr.  Biddle's  prediction 
Sun  ly  the  state  of  the  country  will  answer  (he  queitwaj 
Certainly  the  personal  knowledge  of  every  individ«l 
will  entible  him  to  answer  it!  The  whole  predictioBfo' 
the  panic  and  pressure  haa  failed!  the  edict  for  the  di^ 
tress  haa  failed!  It  was  to  no  purpose  that  tbe  dirtnw 
was  eommrnced  at  several  places)  that  many  prcnei, 
and  several  speakers  on  this  floor,  announced  and  pro- 
claimed it.  The  seventy  odd  millions  of  hard  money 
which  had  been  brought  into  the  country  was  death  to 
the  operationt  and,  after  a  fen-  vain  efforts  to  rene*  >l» 
scenes  of  1833,  after  a  few  abortire  demonstratioM^ 
alarm  the  public^tlie  whole  Contrivance  waa  abandoned, 
or,  rather,  the  performance  waa  poslponedt  fiir  it  !• 
er  to  be  forgotten  that  panic  and  preaaore  is  part  of  tM 
permanent  ^atem  of  the  denationalized  national  tnnai 
and  will  he  brouglit  to  bear,  whenever  opportuaity 
permit,  until  it  shall  be  proved  lo  the  people  thit  diey 
cannot  live  without  a  national  bank.  The  edict  for  tM 
distress,  then,  has  failed;  and  Ibe  failure  of  that  sehetw 
ia  ilielf  tbe  proof  of  the  truth  of  President  JukMti 
statement  of  the  good  effects  of  the  order.  Thai  or(^ 
has  been  attended  by  every  good  e flTect  which  he  to* 
mentioned,  and  thia  ia  universally  known  in  the  Wctf* 
and  ia  proved  negatively  by  tHfe  total  abaence  ofall  coo* 
plaint  from  that  quarter.  Nobody  in  the  new  StMU* 
complains  to  us;  no  one  in  the  new  States  aendsbefe^ 
demand  the  recision  of  the  order.  That  demand 
from  Philadelphia,  where  there  are  no  publie  lw*l 
from  Kentucky,  where  thcre/^Ae^iMnejlfniii  O"*'** 
where  there  arc  nePtgte^aWiwValM^Wg 
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this  flcK>r>  who  are  backed  by  no  memoriaU  from  home. 
The  letter  from  the  cleric  in  the  land  office  at  Kalama- 
zoo eoren  the  who)e  ^rount^  and  provea  the  wisdom, 
the  beneficence,  and  the  necesaily,  of  thai  order.  The 
diminution  of  the  sales  afler  the  iuuinfc  or  the  order  i* 
a  filler  proof  to  the  same  effect.  Before  the  Bates, 
that  IS  to  sty,  in  the  months  of  May  and  June,  two 
BODtbs  in  which  the  amount  of  sulei  should  have  been 
Icaal,  they  amounted  to  the  sum  of  six  miltiona  and  a 
quartert  the  months  of  October  and  November,  the  two 
monibs  in  which  the  salea  ahould  have  been  rreatest, 
the  uniiunt  waa  three  miiriona  one  hundred  thousand. 
Tbe  month  of  December,  though  the  returns  are  not 
oomple'e,  shows  a  still  further  declinet  and  if  gentlemen 
had  patience  to  wait  for  tbe  returns  of  January,  the  first 
naonth  in  which  the  order  had  full  effect,  they  wuuld, 
DO  doubi,  find  it  bringing  down  the  sales  to  a  moderate 
anount,  and  efiecting  a  diminution  of  income,  from  that 
MMirce  of  revenue*  to  aa  small  a  degree  as  could  be  de* 
MTod.  and  in  a  nanuer  the  most  simple,  the  most  rcgu* 
lar,  the  most  effectual,  and  tbe  most  satisfactory  that  can 
be  deviaed  by  the  wit  of  man. 

£very  good  consequence  staled  by  the  President  had 
resulted  from  the  operation  of  the  order;  and  the  evi- 
dence of  this  was  too  public  and  notorious  to  require 
illustration,  or  to  admit  of  enumeration.  But  there  was 
ODC  point  of  his  statement  which  was  an  excepiion  to 
this  remark,  snd  on  which  it  would  be  profi'.able  to  go 
into  some  detatit  for  it  concerned  not  only  the  lands,  but 
the  far  more  important  aubjtct  of  the  currency  itselft 
he  alluded  to  that  part  of  the  Tresidenl's  message  in 
which  he  stated  that  this  order  hud  checked  the  career 
of  the  Western  banks^  and  compelled  them  to  strengthen 
Ihcmselvea  against  the  revulsions  consequent  upon  every 
cx  panaion  of  the  hank  iasues.  This  was  true  to  a  degree 
of  which  no  one  had  a  conception  bnt  those  who  had 
•ecess  to  a  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  all  the  banks, 
and  who  availed  themselves  of  that  right  of  access  to 
cianune  into  the  condition  of  these  bankfl,  and  to  com< 
pore  that  condition  •  ith  llie  approved  principles  of  n  hat 
IS  considered  safe  and  scund  bankirg. 

Mr.  B.  said  thai,  among  those  things  which  weri;  coo- 
ndered  as  settled  in  tbe  science  and  mystery  of  banking, 
there  was  one  piinciple  which  required  tlie  immediate 
means  of  the  buik  to  bear  a  certain  proportion  to  ita 
imaicdiate  liabilitiest  below  which  proportion  it  wu  not 
safe  far  tbe  bank  to  descend.  The  immediate  meana  of 
tbe  bank  arc  ita  specie  on  hand)  its  immediate  liabilities 
•re  the  circulation  and  the  deposites;  and  the  propor- 
tion which  these  ought  to  bear  to  each  other  haii  been 
fixed,  at  the  Bank  of  &iig1and>  after  an  experience  of 
one  hundred  and  Forty  years,  at  the  one  third.  Mr.  B. 
deemed  tbe  verification  of  thia  principle  ap  material  that 
ft  deserved  to  be  proved  as  well  as  suted.  Me  would 
tberefore  produce  the  sworn  testimony  on  thia  point 
taken  before  Lord  Ahborp's  committee  in  1832,  and 
should  confine  himself  to  the  evidence  of  the  ^vernor 
of  tbe  bank  and  one  of  its  directors.  The  testimony  of 
Mr.  Horsley  Palmer,  the  governor  of  the  bank,  is  tbisi 
"  The  average  proportion,  as  already  observed,  of  coin' 
snd  bullion  which  the  hank  thinks  it  prudent  to  keep  on 
band,  ia  at  the  rate  of  a  third  of  the  toUl  amount  of  all 
her  rwbiliiies^  including  deposites  as  well  as  issues." 
Mr.  George  Ward  Noeman,  s  director  of  tbe  bank, 
stales  tbe  same  thing  in  a  different  form  of  words.  He 
ssys:  *' For  a  full  state  of  the  circulation  and  the  de- 
poaites,  acy  twenty-one  millions  of  notes  and  six  millions 
of  deposites,  making  in  tbe  whole  twenty-seven  millions 
of  liabilities,  the  proper  sum  in  coin  and  bullion  for  the 
bank  to  retain  is  nine  millions."  I'hus,  the  average 
proportion  of  one  ihitd  between  tbe  specie  on  band  and 
ibe  eiroulation  and  deposiiett  mutt  be  emaidered  as  an 
MUbltriKd  principle  at  that  bank,  which  is  quite  the 


Urgeat,  and  amongst  the  oldest  in  the  world.  It  might 
be  well  also  to  remark  that  tlie  same  proportion,  very 
nearly,  prevailed  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at 
the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  depnsitea  in  Octuber, 
1833;  it  wan,  of  specie  on  hand,  910,663,441 1  of  circu- 
lation and  deposites,  $37,105,465;  being  at  the  rate  of 
beltreen  one  third  and  one  fourth  of  specie  in  hand  for 
immediate  liabilities.  The  proportion  of  about  one  third 
being  then  established  as  the  principle  of  safety  In  bank- 
ing, let  us  apply  that  principle  to  some  of  our  We>trrn 
depoiite  banks  in  July  laat,  to  see  what  was  their  con. 
dition  at  that  timet  and  in  November,  to  see  whether 
that  condition  was  improved,  as  stated  by  the  Preaident. 

Branch  of  the  State  Sank  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile, 

Specie.  CteulaUoD  and  depodtM. 

July,  •         #278,761        -  $4,984,210 

November,    -  283,915       •  4i343;680 

Commereioi  Bank  of  Ntw  Orlemt. 

July,  -         |307,6i}8        -  #3,306.105 

November,    .  389, 193       .  3,770,435 

Jgr!euUur<U  Bank  of  Wuiuippi. 
July,  .         #107.951        .  $3,476,000 

November,    -  463,896  2,753.000 

Union  Bank  of  TVinwee  and  brandut. 
July,  -  $87,106        -  $3,530,000 

NovemSer,    .  121,054        -  3.106.000 

FrankKn  Bank  of  Cineinnaii. 
July,  -         $179,558        -  $1,627,000 

November,    -  246.570  1.978.000 

Sank  of  Michigan,  at  Detroit. 

July,  $78,2  U        .  #3,461.000 

November,    •  336,635        ■  2,336,000 

Farmtrt  and  Meekanict*  Sank,  Miehignn. 
July,  •  #67.184        •  $1,954,000 

November,    .  69,954        •  713,000 

Mr.  B.  said  such  was  the  condition  of  snme  of  the 
Wi>Btern  deposite  banks  in  July  list,  and  such  their  con- 
dition in  November!  very  f^r  below  the  Bank  of  Eng> 
land  standard  at  both  periods,  but  greatly  improved  by 
the  operation  of  the  specie  order,  and  doubtleaa  much 
more  improved  by  its  continued  operation  to  this  time. 
There  were  many  others  of  these  banks  also  ralKiw  far 
below  tbe  Bank  of  Kngland  standard  in  July  •mTNo' 
vember,  ami  still  below  it,  Mr,  B.  was  ready  to  admit, 
what  every  business  man  must  understand,  that  all  these 
banks  have  a  list  of  debts,  and  of  bills  of  exchange,  fall- 
ing due  from  day  to  day,  and  amounting  in  the  aggre< 
gate  to  more  than  all  their  liabilitiest  but  he  must  be 
permitted  to  remark,  that  tbe  Bank  of  England  also  has 
her  list  of  debtors,  and  that  nearly  the  whole  of  these 
debtors  are  In  the  city  of  London,  within  thirty  minutes* 
run  ol  the  bank)  that  she  is  situated  in  the  monejed 
metropolis  of  the  universe;  that  she  ia  supported  by  tin 
richest  and  most  numerous  body  of  merchants  upon  tbo 
earth,  and  backed  by  tbe  whole  power  of  the  British 
GovernmenS  »liich  stands  her  security  for  seventy  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  lends  her  exchequer  bills  to  the 
amount  ol  millions,  and  increases  their  interest  to  fadfi- 
late  their  ule  when  necessaiyi  and  that,  with  all  tbes* 
resources,  such  ss  no  bank  in  oar  America  can  pretend 
to,  she  yet  deems  it  necessary  to  have  always  on  band* 
in  coin  and  bullion,  the  one  third  of  ihe  amount  of  twr 
circulation  and  deposites.  Whs*,  then,  must  be  thought 
of  the  condition  of  some  of  the  banks  referred  to,  and 
others  which  might  be  referred  to,  in  July  laatr  Instead 
of  one  third  specie  in  hand  to  meet  ibcir  immediate  Ks- 
bilities,  tbe  actual  pioportion  In  band  was  tbe  oiM 
twentieth,  the  one  thirtieth,  the^one  furtietb.  and  tlw 
oneftAietb!  Mr.  B.  ■aBtJtjiwi^4t»OQmi&  doubt. 
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that  if  the  TreMory  orrfer  had  not  been  iMued,  that  the 
Western  deposite  banks  would  have  exploded  in  the 
coiircp  of  the  last  fall,  and  that  we  shoald  now  have  been 
silting;  here  amidit  the  wrecks  of  the  paper  system. 
That  order  prevented  this  catastrophei  and  it  ii  pre- 
cisely because  it  did  prevent  it,  that  it  han  excited  the 
rtfre  of  Mr.  Biddle,  and  of  the  whole  political  party  im- 
bodied  under  the  orljlammo  of  the  denationalized  na- 
tional bank.  It  balked  their  present  hopes  of  reaacen- 
«on  lo  power  through  the  ruin  of  (he  finances;  and  in 
their  rajfc  for  thia  disappointment,  they  denounce  the 
President  for  a  violation  of  the  law*  and  constitutiont 
thejr  charge  him  with  mining  the  country;  they  attempt 
a  new  panic  and  pressurei  and  they  call  upon  Congress 
to  repeal  the  order. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  carious,  and  at  the  same  time  in* 
structive,  to  observe  the  chan^  which  had  conte  over 
the  whole  United  States  Bank  party  in  speakinfr  of  the 
local  banks,  and  especially  of  the  deposite  banks.  At 
the  veto  session  of  1833,  they  were  considered  unfit  to 
be  trusted  with  the  custody  of  the  public  money*,  or  to 
furnish  any  currencyi  at  the  panic  aeasion  of  1833- '34, 
they  were  stigmatized  with  every  opprobrious  epithet, 
and  all  the  public  money  was  given  up  as  lost  that  ever 
entered  their  vaults;  nou-,  at  the  espunging  session,  all 
this  is  changed,  and  nothing  so  kind  and  coaxing  as  the 
manner  in  which  these  former  acorners  now  speak  of 
the  late  despised  pels.  They  absolutely  seem  to  love 
them!  and  thia  great  diange,  now  observable  to  all  on 
this  floor,  seems  to  have  taken  Its  start  in  that  famous 
Philadelphia  letter,  of  which  repeated  mention  has  so 
frequently  been  made.  This  is  the  part  of  the  letter 
wh'ch  gives  the  signal  for  this  new  change: 

"The  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  has  not  ceased  to 
exist  more  than  seven  months,  and  already  the  whole 
currency  and  exchanges  are  running  into  inextricable 
confusion,  and  the  industry  of  the  country  is  burdened 
widi  extravagant  chtrgei  on  all  (lie  commercial  inter, 
course  of  the  Union.  And  now,  when  these  banks  have 
been  created  by  the  Executive,  and  urged  into  these 
excesses,  instead  of  gentle  and  gradual  remedies,  a 
fierce  crusade  is  raised  against  them,  the  funds  are 
harshly  and  suddenly  taken  from  them,  and  they  are 
forced  to  extraordinary  means  of  defence  against  the 
very  power  which  brought  them  into  being.  They  re- 
ceived, and  were  expected  to  receive,  in  payment  for 
the  Government,  the  notes  of  each  other  and  the  notes 
of  other  banks,  and  the  fiicitity  with  which  they  did  so 
was  a  ground  of  special  commendalion  by  the  Govern* 
meol|  and  now  that  Government  has  let  loose  upon  them 
a  demand  for  specie  to  the  whole  amount  of  these  notes. 
I  go  fiirther.  There  is  an  outcry  abroad,  raised  by  fac> 
tion,  and  echoed  b^  folly,  against  the  banks  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Until  it  was  disturbed  by  the  Government, 
(he  banking  system  of  the  United  States  was  at  least  as 
good  as  that  of  any  other  commercial  country.  What 
was  desired  for  its  perfection  was  precisely  what  1  hsve 
so  long  striven  to  accomplish — lo  widen  the  metallic 
basis  of  the  currency  by  a  greater  infusion  of  coin  into 
the  smaller  channels  of  circulation.  This  was  in  a 
gradual  and  judicious  train  of  accomplishment.  But 
thia  miaerable  foolery  about  an  excluaively  metallic 
eurraney  is  quite  as  absurd  as  to  discard  the  steamboats, 
and  go  back  to  poling  up  the  Mississippi." 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  views  and  sentiments  disclosed  in 
thia  extract  were  of  great  moment,  and  ought  to  be  care* 
fully  considered  by  all  whose  duty  it  Is,  here  or  else- 
where, to  legialale,  or  lo  act,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
currency.  Hie  design  Is  here  disclosed  to  stir  up  the 
local  banks  against  the  Federal  Oovernment,  to  make 
altianee  with  tbem,  and  to  force  the  Governmcnl  to  re- 
cetvc  their  paper  in  payment  of  all  federal  dues.  Tbis 
If  the  dei%n  diicloiedi  and  with  what  mo-irc  >  Certktnly 


to  ruin  the  finances  of  the  Federal  Government!  Ccr. 
taiiily  to  compel  the  admiiiistrationa  of  General  Jiekaon 
and  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  repeat  the  fatal  errwof  Hr.Uad* 
ison's  adminiatration,  that  of  undertaking  to  make  s  »• 
tional  currency  out  of  loeal  bank  notea.   Warned  by 
that  fatal  error  of  those  who  put  down  the  first  mliwal 
bank,  those  who  put  down  the  second  one  detemuned  to 
avoid  it,  and  for  that  purpose  to  re-estahlish  for  the 
Federal  Government  the  currency  of  the  conilituUon. 
When  this  design  was  announced,  our  opponents  treated 
it  with  derision.    They  said  it  could  notbedoneithata 
gold  and  silver  currency  could  not  be  revived.  They 
ridiculed  (he  attempti  but  what  is  the  answer  whlcti 
four  years  has  given  to  their  ridiculed   It  is  the  sctinl 
revival  of  (he  gold  currency,  of  which  near  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollaraare  now  in  the  country;  it  ii  in  theactoil 
increase  of  our  specie  from  twenty  or  twenty-two  mil- 
lions, as  computed  by  the  President  of  (he  Bank  of  tba 
United  States  himself  when  the  charter  for  that  imtilu- 
tion  was  applied  for  in  1833t  to  near  ei|^y  m'Jlion% 
which  it  is  now  known  to  be.    The  experiment  of  ret< 
ling  the  gold  and  silver  into  the  country  has  Mjcceedoli 
ridicule  has  failed  of  its  office.   The  gold  and  silver  is 
here,  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  to  make  sll  the 
payments  to  and  from  the  Federal  Government.  Ridi- 
cule will  no  longer  answer;  stronger  measures  muM  be 
resorted  to,  and  legislation  has  become  indispensable  to 
the  overthrow  of  the  constitutional  currency.   To  pre- 
vent the  specie  in  the  country  from  beli^  used,  ii  noi' 
the  design;  and,  to  accomplish  that  purpose,  it  beeooW 
necessary  to  force  the  local  paper  of  the  Slates  upon  the 
Federal  Government.    The  passage  of  this  bdl  is  ln*«- 
pensable  lo  (he  sucess  of  Mr.  Biddle's  design,  disclosed 
in  the  letter  from  which  an  extract  had  been  read.  Ha 
wants  the  quebtion  made  between  a  national  currency  w 
United  States  Bank  notes,  and  a  national  currency  of 
locsl  b^nk  notes.    lie  knows  that  between  these  two 
(he  United  States  Bank  notes  will  prevail;  thai  tliey  will 
conquer,  that  (hey  will  whip,  yea,  whip  like 
your  national  cutrency  of  local  bank  notes.    We,  odHi* 
other  hand,  want  the  qui  stion  msde  between  pspet 
gold,  knowing  thai  the  country  will  sustain  gold  tgunt 
paper;  and  these  are  the  quextiona  which  are  now  to  be 
decided  by  (his  bill.    This  bill  will  make  the  quesliwio 
the  form  wished  by  the  friends  of  the  B*iilc  o(w 
United  SUtes,  and  will  insure  them  the  triu»ph  w 
which  they  look  for  the  re>establi8hment  of  the  B«nkol 
the  United  Stales  and  restoration  of  its  political  frieMl 
to  power.    Mr.  B.  appealed  to  gentlemen  on  the  otber 
side  of  the  House  to  rise  above  the  character  of  partisan*! 
and  lo  act  as  patriots  on  this  occasion.    He  and  they 
had  always  agreed  in  condemning  local  bank  notes  u  s 
national  currency;  and  why  not  agree  together  inlb*"' 
votes  now  in  rejecting  them.    He  knew  that,  as  a  psityi 
their  interest  led  them  to  the  support  of  thii  t"."'* 
patriots,  ami  according  to  their  declared  prineipe*> 
their  duty  led  them  to  oppose  it.   He  besccched  tbea 
to  follow  up  their  principles,  m  ollen  declared  on  toi* 
au<ir,  and  to  reject  the  bill  which  elevated  intoa  naiiowt 
currency  the  kind  of  paper  which  they  have  so  lu* 
so  publicly,  and,  in  his  opinion,  so  justly  condemn'*' 
He  besought  and  obtested  them  to  join  him,  but,  M 
feared,  in  vain.    There  is  an  ominous  silence  is  I'Kj' 
ranks  upon  the  condition  of  our  deporite  banks.  Atn» 
last  session,  when  that  condition  was  so  much  better  (hsn 
at  this,  there  was  a  perpetual  assault  upon  them.  Vt^ 
when  the  average  proportion  of  specie  lo  their  circuh- 
tion  and  depmites  was  as  one  to  seven  or  eight,  theolM 
proportion  was  cooktsntly  pointed  out;  now.  whea 
so  much  greater,  not  a  word  is  said;  now,  when  tw 
President  hu  attempted  to  improve  their  con^iii"**  * 
la  assailed  as  he  was  at  the  panic  srsiie^lt^  ^'t^ 
efTorts  made  Id  compel  tbe  repeal  oPvoQUmrj 
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u  there  then  w«i  to  eorrpel  the  restoraliDn  or  the  depot- 
itei.  Mr.  B.  Mid  the  objection  to  the  inadequKCy  of  the 
rpeeie  suppliei  in  the  depoute  banki  wu  no  new  ob- 
jection- with  him.  He  had  made  it  at  the  laat  teaaion, 
and,  with  the  leave  of  the  Senate,  would  refer  to  some 
ptaaages  on  this  point  in  the  speech  which  he  then  made 
in  opposition  to  the  depoaite  bill — that  bill  sirainst  which 
it  wai  his  pride  to  speak  and  to  vote,  thauf^h  he  apuke 
and  voted  in  a  amall  minoritjr  of  some  lialf  dozen  Sena- 
tors.   The  following  are  the  pasasges  referred  to: 

"  The  other  part  of  the  deposlte  bill  proper,  to  which 
I  object,  'n  the  want  of  a  clause  requiring  the  depoaite 
baDka  to  keep  on  hand  %  certain  amount  of  specie,  besr- 
tnf  some  reaaonable,  average,  fixed  proportion  to  their 
immediate  liabilities.  The  bill  waa  drawn  with  such  a 
clause  J  but  It  was  the  will  of  the  msjorily  to  strike  it 
out,  and  to  sabatilute  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  lime  being  for  the  proposed  legal 
enactment.  The  proportion  of  specie  on  hand,  in  ilie 
sereral  depoaite  bankis  is  now  to  be  whatever  may  be 
aatiffactory  to  the  ofRcer  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury. 
To  thia  I  object!  becauae,  without  reference  to  the  opin- 
ion! of  any  Secretary,  I  hold  it  to  be  a  ease  in  which  the 
infle^ble  rule  of  law,  and  not  the  variable  dictate  of  in- 
dividual diacretion,  Aotild  prevail.  It  concerns  the  cur- 
rency of  the  country,  and  law  should  govern  the  currency. 
H 'm  a  case  in  which  discretion  is  subordinaie  to  sj'stems, 
as  well  as  to  personal  temperament.  A  hard-money  ■ 
Secretary  would  require  a  heavy  proportion  of  Fpcciej 
a  peper-syatero  Secretary  would  be  content  with  a  very 
lifCht  proportion.  Besides,  some  of  the  depostte  banks 
need  regulation  upon  this  point  at  present.  Some  of 
them  are  far  in  ar/ear  of  what  would  be  deemed  a  safe 
proportion  of  specie,  and  threatening  Ihe  Treasury  with 
another  edition  of  *  unavailable  funds.'  As  a  whole, 
Ibey  are  far  behind  the  point  of  specie  responsibility  at 
which  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  stood  at  the  time  of 
Ifce  renvval  of  the  drposites,  though  some  are  up  lo  that 
■ark,  or  aboVe  itj  but,  as  a  whole,  (and  it  is  in  that 
point  of  view  that  Ihe  public  is  concerned,)  tlicy  are 
far  behind  it.  On  the  1st  day  of  October,  1833,  when 
the  depoaites  were  removed,  the  immediate  liabilities  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  in  public  and  private  deposites, 
and  in  Its  circulation,  was  #37,105,465,  and  the  specie 
on  hand  was  #10,663,441;  being  at  the  rate  of  more  than 
•fie  to  four. 

*'  At  the  close  ofihe  last  month,  which  is  the  date  of  ibe 
htest  returns  of  the  deposite  banks,  their  immediate  lia- 
binties  in  the  same  items— public  and  private  depositei, 
and  eSrculation—was  #84,401,880,  and  the  gold  and 
silver  on  hsnd  was  #10,202,245;  being  at  the  rate  of  less 
than  one  to  eight.  This  certainly  is  a  progress  in  the 
wrong  direction  for  ub,  who  have  undertaken  to  strengih- 
en  the  gold  and  silver  foundatirns  of  the  currency.  It 
la  trsvelling  on  Ihe  wrong  end  of  the  road,  and  that 
rather  ^t.  The  rejection  from  the  bill  of  the  clause 
which  was  intended  to  bold  the  depoiite  banks  up  lo  the 
pooetairn  of  k  certain  6xed  proportion  of  specie  looka 
tike  »n  Bbendonment  of  our  hard-money  profesuons,  and 
■  relapwng  tendency  into  the  wide  and  bottomless  ocean 
of  paper.  It  is  certainly  a  great  decline  from  the  doc- 
trine* of  President  Jackson's  message  of  December 
last— those  doctrines  which  were  then  hailed  with  ap- 
probation by  an  immense  majority  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, and  received  as  landmarks  in  the  whole  democrailc 
camp,  and  in  which  the  President  expressly  treated  the 
reguhtioD  of  the  deposites  «■  the  regulation  of  the  cur- 
Trncy,  and  looked  to  the  increased  circulation  of  gold 
and  silver,  and  the  suppression  of  all  bank  notes  under 
twenty  dollar*,  aa  two  of  the  great  results  which  were  to 
How  from  the  connexion  of  the  federal  Treasury  with 
the  local  banks,  and  the  consequent  influence  of  the 
Oorerament  over  the  currency.  Hear  bis  words: 


*•  'Connected  with  the  condition  of  the  finances  and  the 
flourishing  state  of  the  country  in  all  its  branches  of  in- 
dustry, it  is  pleuing  to  witness  the  advaiitagea  which 
have  already  been  derived  from  the  recent  laws  regula- 
lating  the  value  of  the  gold  coinage.  These  advantages 
will  be  more  apparent  in  Ihe  course  of  the  next  year* 
when  the  branch  mints  authorized  to  be  established  in 
North  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Louisiana,  aball  have  gone 
into  operation.  Aided,  as  it  is  hoped  they  will  be,  by 
further  reforms  in  the  banking  systems  of  the  States,  and 
by  judicious  regulations  on  the  part  of  Congreta,  in  re- 
lation to  the  custody  of  the  public  moneys,  it  may  be 
Confidently  anticipated  that  the  use  of  gold  and  silver 
as  a  circulating  medium  will  become  general  in  iha 
ordinary  transactions  connected  with  the  labor  of  the 
country.  The  great  desideratum  in  modern  times  is  an 
efScient  check  upon  Ihe  power  of  the  banki-,  preventing 
that  excessive  issue  of  paper  whence  arise  those  fluctui- 
lions  in  the  standard  of  value  which  render  uncertain  the 
rewards  of  labor.'  .  *  *  *  'It  has  been  seen  that,  with, 
out  the  agency  of  a  great  moneyed  monopoly,  the  reve- 
nue can  be  collected  and  conveniently  and  safely  applied 
lo  all  the  purposes  of  the  public  expenditure.  It  is  alio 
ascertained  that  instead  of  being  necessarily  made  to  pro- 
mote the  evils  of  an  unchecked  pailer  system,  the  man- 
agement of  the  revenue  can  be  made  auxiliary  to  the  re- 
form which  the  Legislatures  of  several  of  the  States  hava 
already  commenced  in  regard  to  the  suppression  of  small 
bills  and  which  has  only  to  be  fostered  by  proper  regula- 
tions on  the  part  of  Congress  to  secure  a  practical  return, 
lo  the  extent  required  forihe  security  of  the  currency,  to 
the  constitutional  medium.* 

'*  *  The  collection  and  custody  being  a  source  of  credit 
to  them,  will  increase  the  security  which  Ihe  States  pro- 
vide fur  a  faithful  execution  of  their  (rustn,  by  multiply- 
ing the  scrutinies  lo  which  their  operations  and  accounts 
will  be  subjected.  Thus  disposed,  as  well  from  interest 
as  the  obligaltona  of  their  charters,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  such  conditions  as  Congress  may  see  fit  to  adopt  re- 
specting the  depoaites  in  these  institutions,  with  a  view 
to  the  gradual  disuse  of  the  small  billa,  will  be  cheerfully 
complied  with(  and  that  we  shall  soon  gain,  in  place  of 
the  Bank  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  a  practical  reform  of  (he 
whole  paper  system  of  the  country.  If  by  this  policy  we 
can  ultimately  witness  the  suppression  of  all  bank  bills 
below  twenty  dollars,  it  is  apparent  that  gold  and  silvrr 
will  take  their  place,  and  become  the  principal  ctrcuU- 
I  ting  medium  in  the  common  business  of  the  country. 
I  The  attainment  of  such  a  result  will  form  an  era  in  the 
history  of  our  country,  which  will  be  dwelt  upon  with 
delight  by  every  true  friend  of  its  liberty  and  independ- 
ence. It  will  lighten  the  great  tax  which  our  paper  sys- 
tem has  so  long  collected  from  the  earnings  of  labor, 
and  do  more  to  revive  and  perpetuate  thoae  habits  of 
economy  and  simplicity,  which  are  so  congenial  to  the 
character  of  republicans  than  all  Ihe  legislation  which 
has  yet  been  attempted.* 

*'71ie  rejection  of  the  clause  referred  to,  eontinii'd 
Mr.  B.,  has  lost  the  advantages  so  confidently  looked  to 
by  the  President  in  this  wise  and  patriotic  message. 
Nothing  ii  dune  in  this  deposite  bill  to  fulfil  his  enlighl- 
ened  and  noble  viewsf  nothing  to  enlarge  and  extend  the 
specie  basiEi  nothing  to  promote  the  diflusion  of  gold; 
nothing  to  effect  the  suppression  of  notes  under  twenty 
dollars;  nothing  to  check  the  paper  fys'emt  nothing  to 
reguUle  the  currency;  on  the  contrary,  we  havea  virtual 
abandonment  of  all  control  over  the  moneyed  aystem,  and 
a  virtual  surrenderor  the  constitniiunal  power  and  Ihe 
constitutional  duty  of  Congress  over  the  currency  lo  Ihe 
discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Tressury,  and  the 
private  and  interested  arrangements  of  the  deposite 
banks." 

Hr.  B.  s&id  these  were  bis  sentiments  de^iycred  eight 
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tnontlis  ago,  and  all  subaequent  erenU  confirmed  tiini  in 
their  correetne sif  Some  of  our  deposite  banks  have  got 
into  far  worse  conditicm  since  that  timet  many  of  them 
were  runninff  a  wild  and  mad  career,  when  the  Treasury 
circular  chtcked  their  course.  There  are  many  wliose 
condition  is  good,  having  a  Urge  amount  of  speciet 
sevtral  above  hair  a  million  i  some  above  a  million;  one  a 
million  and  a  half.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  some 
«hose  specie  demonstration  makes,  indeed,  a  sorry 
figurei  there  were  above  a  dozen  of  them  whose  specie, 
even  in  November,  ranged  downwards  throujgb  a  regular 
and  gradual  descent,  from  the  amall  sum  of  twenty-five 
thoasand  dollars,  to  the  far  smaller  sum  of  two  thousand 
five  hundred  and  ninety<six  dollars  and  ninety<(wo  cents! 
The  Treasury  order  was  intended  lo  improve  this  con- 
dition of  things,  and  liaa  improved  themt  and  if  let  alone, 
or,  still  belter,  if  specie  payments  are  made  universal  in 
all  the  reeeiplB  and  disbursements  or  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, they  will  go  on  to  improve,  and  may  be  ablt 
to  lide  out  the  atorm  which  evei^  duoerning  mind  must 
tee  ahead-  « 

Mr.  B.  thought  not  only  the  condition  of  many  of  the 
depoti'e  banks  needed  improvement,  butthattlie  depotite 
act  itself  needed  amendment,  lie  was  for  limiting  the 
deposiies  lo  banks  of  strength  and  charsctert  sudi  as 
kepi,  at  lea^t,  average  supplies  of  a  quarter  of  a  million 
of  specie!  he  was  fur  prescribing  the  conditions propoaed 
by  the  President  of  the  Manhattan  Bank,  fur  the  sup* 
pression  of  notes  under  twenty  dullarst  he  was  in  favor 
of  hxing  the  proportion  between  their  specie  on  hand 
and  their  liabitiliea  in  circulation  and  depoaites,  snd 
fixing  it  at  the  proportion  required  at  the  Bank  of 
KnglancI)  he  was  for  requiring  from  them  weekly  selllc* 
ment%  at  least,  with  all  the  banks  whose  paper  they  re- 
ceived, and  the  prompt  liquidation  of  all  balances  in 
specie,  and  a  part  payment  of  all  demands  in  goM.  In 
return  for  tliese  requiaition*,  he  would  be  witling  to  be 
as  liberal  as  the  pulilie  intereat  wwi'd  admit,  and  to  remit 
the  interest  which  was  now  exacted  on  dcpositet. 

Mr<  B.  aaid  a  question  had  been  raised  on  this  fioor 
as  to  the  honor  of  originating  the  first  movenwnta  against 
(he  amall-noie  currency)  and  the  Senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky [Mr.  Clat]  who  had  moved  that  qtiestton  here,  had 
claimed  It  for  the  Senator  frnm  Massschusetts,  [Mr. 
WsBiTBR;]  and  (his  was  in  conformity  to  Mr.  Bddle's 
hslter  of  November  lasl,  who  claimed  the  same  honor 
for  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  friends.  Mr. 
B.  should  never  have  thought  it  worth  (be  time  of  llie 
Senate  to  examine  into  the  paternity  of  this  litile  honor; 
he  had  not,  in  hisfurmer  speech,  stopped  the  current 
of  debate  to  examine  into  the  justice  of  the  same  claim, 
aiset  up  by  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  (he  United 
Slatesibut  since  the  question  had  been  raised  on  this 
flour,  it  might  be  as  well  to  devote  a  moment  to  the  aet- 
tlement  of  the  affair,  according  to  the  rijiht  of  the  case 
•nd  the  evidence  of  Ihe  record.  Suum  eaigue  Iribaito — 
let  every  one  have  bis  own— was  a  fiiir  maxim  at  all 
times,  and  miglit  find  «  fair  occasion  for  its  application 
at  (lie  present  time.  He  remembered  the  whole  history 
of  the  movements  a^inst  the  small-note  currency,  and 
in  looking  over  the  journala  of  the  Senate  and  the  Re- 
gister of  Debates,  he  found  hi»  recollection  confirmed 
m  every  particular.  The  first  speech  made  in  the  Sen- 
ate upon  (he  subject  was  made  by  himaelft  it  was  on  the 
20th  of  Jai'uary,  1833,  and  on  hia  resolution  to  suppress 
the  issue  of  the  branch  bank  drafts  issued  by  the  branches 
of  the  Bank  of  (he  United  Slates.  Among  other  ob- 
jections to  those  drafts  were  (heie:  that  they  were  mot>tly 
issued  for  small  sums,  five  and  ten  dollars,  and  thus 
usurped  Ihe  place  of  gold  and  silver,  which  was  carried 
off  from  the  States  to  Philadelphia,  and  thence  exported 
lo  foreign  eountriesi  and  also  tut  ttiey  filled  the  country 
with  ooanterfciUi  the  five  and  ten  dollar  dri^  being 


those  which  offered  the  greatest  induccmdnU  for  eoun* 
lerfeiiing.  The  next  apeeoh  upon  the  subject  wu  by 
(he  Senator  from  Uanachusetts.  [Mr.  Wxistsii,}  on  the 
24th  of  May  of  the  same  >  ear,  (1833.)  on  the  bill  to  rechar- 
ter  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  in  which  he  spoke  at 
large,  and  much  to  the  gratification  of  him,  (Ur.  B-,) 
against  the  evils  of  a  small-note  currency,  and  on  the  ne- 
cessity of  suppressing  it,  in  order  to  increase  the  aakount 
of  the  specie  circulation.  So  much  for  speeches:  now 
for  motions.  Qjlet  &  Seaton's  Regiater  for  (he  sewM 
1831-'3  ahowt  that  on  Saturday,  the  36tb  of  H*y.  of 
that  session,  Mr.  Bxrroa  ((hen  oppoaing  therechaftcr 
of  the  Bank  of  Ihe  United  States)  read  fourteen  s«ewl- 
ments  st  one  time,  the  thirteenth  of  which  rsn  in  these 
words:  "  To  issue  no  note  of  a  lets  denomination  than 
twenty  dollars,  nor  lo  receive  or  pay  out  a  State  bank 
note  of  Itrsa  aroouni!"  The  same  Register  shows  tba 
two  days  (hereaf\er.  namely,  on  Monday,  (he 38.h  of  ttie 
same  month  of  Hay,  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  W'iBSTim]  moved  two  amendmenu  to  lhebiUK> 
chartering  the  bank,  the  tecond  of  which  wtt  in  these 
word*:  "  That  it  should  not  be  lawful  for  the  bank,  slter 
the  4tb  of  March,  1836,  to  issue  any  notes  of  t  leM  d& 
nomination  than  -— -  dolUrs." 
The  Register  llien  goes  on: 

"  Ur.  Wcbs(eriaidafew  words  in  defence  ofhissccond 
amendment,  which  imposed  no  restriction  until  after  ttie 
expiration  of  the  present  charier.  The  effect  of  bit 
propotition  would  be  lo  introduce  more  qiecie  intoeir- 
eolation,  and  to  banish  the  small  notet,  with  which  Ibo 
country  is  inundated.  He  moved  to  fill  the  blank  witb 
ten  dollars)  but  expressed  his  willingness  tovotefiirB 
higher  restriction,  if  any  Senator  abould  mote  it. 

Mr.  Benton  would  ptopose  twenty  dollars.  Hs 
wished  the  ba«is  of  circuUiion  throughout  the  country  to 
be  in  hard  money.  Farmers,  laborers,  and  market  pc» 
pie,  ought  to  receive  (heir  paynocnta  in  hard  oooey. 
They  ought  not  to  be  put  to  the  rittk  of  receiving  bai^ 
notet  in  all  their  tmall  dealings.  Tliey  are  no  judges  sf 
good  or  bad  notes.  Counterfeits  are  suretofsll  upoa 
their  handai  and  (he  whole  business  of  counterfeiiiiv 
was  mainly  directed  to  such  notes  at  they  handle~tiwM 
under  twen(y  dollars-" 

Ur.  B.  said  the  Register  further  showed  that  Mewt. 
Fool,  Smith  of  MaryUnd,  Clay,  and  Chambers,  exprc» 
Bed  (heir  sentiments  on  the  propotition,  and  aguMl  (be 
twcnty-dullar  Itmitf  but  that,  on  taking  (he  quet(ioi^  IM 
blank  was  filled  With  twenty  dollart,  and  the  air.endawrt 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Masttehuselti^  tbm 
thsped,  was  concurred  in.  Mr.  B.  aaidit  wasappsrenl, 
from  this  history  of  ihe  first  attempt  msde  hi  the  Benie 
to  introduce  the  twenty.dollar  limit  on  the  mininuim  is- 
sues of  bank*,  (hat  he  himself  was  the  mover  of  it|  bat 
he  was  free  to  say  that,  without  the  aid  of  the  Sc""*^ 
fjom  Massachusetts^  [Ur.  Wibstbx,]  (he  limit  wotld 
not  liave  been  introduced.  He  remembered  (he  gcttk< 
man's  speech  very  well,  and  hit  quotation  fn»  1^. 
Canning,  and  eoulu  repeat  the  whole  now  from  meBoryi 
much  more  fully  and  correctly  than  he  now  found  i" 
the  Regiater.  Bo  far  so  good,  said  Mr.  B.  The  Seal* 
tor  from  Missouri  and  the  Senator  from  HatsaebMeiU 
were  for  once  found  together  in  a  vote  which  ooneeraeo 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Statett  but  they  did  aotkmgK* 
main  together!  It  wat  in  gtuui  eomnuttee  "i^^ 
twenly-oolUr  limit  wat  propoted  and  adopted.  Wk* 
the  amendment  came  to  be  considered  in  the  SeostTi 
the  Senator  from  Maasacbusetta  diisenled! 
htbition  to  issue  notet  below  twen(y  dollsrs  was  dia|lt« 
into  an  authority,  reierved  by  Congress,  to  imp***** 
Btriction  to  that  effect,  after  the  3il  day  of  March,  n  nt 
year  1836!  and  thus  it  now  sUnds  on  the  Journal  at  BW 
Senate,  in  (he  bill  of  recharter  vetoed 
The  rtttriclion  voted  on  the  28*  o^ilsWw%  • 
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A»y%  tbereifter.  mettmorphowd  into  a  reaerration  orau- 
tborily  to  impose  a  future  rettriction — a  ^ange  which 
Mr.  B.  eoniidered  as  defeat  and  mockerjr— for  he  knew 
full  well  that  whercTer  a  bank  wu  strong  enough  beforc- 
lund  to  prevent  a  limitation  upon  its  ttsuea  ^ra  being 
prescribed  as  a  condition,  it  will  be  sure  to  be  strong 
CMMigh,  after  it  gets  the  charter,  to  prerent  the  same 
limttatton  from  being  imposed  as  a  restriction. 

Mr.  B.  had  thus  corrected  the  error  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  CuTt]  in  claiming  Ibe  paternity 
•r  the  fint  norement  for  the  twenty<dolnr  limit  on  the 
6oor.  In  the  Oorrretton  of  that  error,  he  had  to  exhibit 
huMwIf  as  the  author  of  the  morementi  but  he  attached 
but  little  eooarquence  to  priority  of  moTement  on  such 
n  subject,  or  on  any  subject.  It  was  the  gift  of  continu- 
ance which  he  valued.  It  was  the  faculiy  of  holding  on 
which  he  lored.  It  was  the  Cynettiras  stick'to>it  which 
he  adfoiredi  that  a-icking  to  it  which  lays  hold  with  the 
ri^t  hand,  snd  when  that  is  cut  off,  lays  hold  with  the 
Wftt  and  when  that  if  cut  df,  lays  hold  with  the  teeth, 
md  hanga  on  by  the  teeth  until  the  head  is  cut  off*. 
Tliis  is  what  he  called  the  gift  of  continuance,  and  which 
be  valued  above  all  gifts.  The  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  WxiATsn]  did  not  seem  to  have  been  endow- 
ed with  this  gift  in  respect  to  this  twenty-dollar  limit. 
His  speech,  indeed,  wai  good;  his  flrst  vote  was  good) 
but  his  second  was  bad,  for  it  nullified  the  Aral;  and  his 
Speech  had  never  been  backed  by  another.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  (Mr.  D.)  must  be  allowed  to  ssy  that  be 
bad  hhueir  shown  «  little  of  the  Cynegiras  blood  in  re- 
lUTon  to  this  limit.  He  began  it  five  years  ago,  and  had 
been  sticking  to  it  ever  since.  In  Congreis  and  out  of 
Congren,  in  season  and  out  of  seainn,  he  had  been  still 
harping  upon  these  small  notes.  Nut  to  worry  the  Sen- 
ate with  tedious  recitals,  and  yet  to  vindicate  his  adhe- 
sion, and  to  make  good,  at  least,  a  continued  cUim  to 
this  work,  he  wmild  refer  to  a  few  of  the  evidences 
whkb  attested  the  fidelity  of  his  excrticms  to  sccoirplish 
tbts  (^jeet.  Mr.  B.  then  read  from  the  Senate  Journal, 
as  fellows  1 

■'Wednesday,  April  9, 1834,  the  following  motion,  sab< 
mitled  by  Mr.  Benton,  was  considered;  , 

'*  Rnohed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  jointly  wiih  such  commiltee  as  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  consider  and  report  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  House, 
respeetivelj,  what  alterations^  if  any,  are  necessary  to  be 
Msdei 

**  1.  In  the  Value  of  the  gold  coined  at  the  mint  of  the 
United  Slates,  so  at  to  check  the  ezportnlion  of  that  coin, 
and  to  restore  it  to  circulation  in  the  United  States. 

"  3.  In  ibe  laws  relaliveto  foreign  coinn,  so  as  to  restore 
the  gold  and  silver  coin  of  foreign  nations  to  their  former 
dreulalion  wilbin  the  United  States. 

**3.  In  the  Joint  resolution  oflRl6,(rorthe  bettercol- 
leetion  of  the  revenaei,)  so  as  to  exclude  all  bank  notes 
under  twenty  dollars  from  revenue  payments  after  a  giv< 
ca  period,  and  to  make  the  revenue  lyslcm  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stalea  instrumental  in  the  gradual  luppresiion  of  the 
small-note  circulation,  and  the  introduction  of  gold  and 
silver  for  the  common  currency  of  the  country. 

**  On  motion  of  Mr.  King  of  AUbama, 

**  Mmd,  That  the  laid  resolution  be  laid  on  the 
(able  " 

Mr.  B.  also  read  from  the  Journal  of  the  tame  session 
a  resolution  submitted  by  him,  as  follows:  "That  the 
PrcMdent  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  in- 
quiries to  be  made  of  the  deposile  banks,  and  of  other 
mnks  of  good  credit,  to  ascertain  when  any  of  said 
Innks,  in  consideration  of  being  made  or  continued  de- 
positories of  the  pubfic  money,  will  agree  to  enter  into 
arnngetnenu  to  discontinue  the  use  and  circuhtion  of 
an  paper  currency  of  less  denomioation  than  Ivcniy  dvl- 
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larst  and,  also,  to  promote  the  circulation  of  gold,  by 
paying  all  the  currency  issued  by  it  in  gold  and  silveri 
the  proportion  of  each  at  preaent  aecording  to  the  best 
^ility  of  the  bank,  and  eventually  one  half  of  each,  the 
demander  to  have  the  option  of  one  half  of  either  mel^, 
and  the  bank  the  oiher  half."  Laid  on  the  table,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Msngum. 

He  also  read  from  the  journal  of  the  session  of  1835- '6 
a  set  of  instructions  for  amending  the  charters  for  the 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  which  the  fourth 
instraetion  was  tbisi  *<  The  banks  to  issue  no  notes  of 
leas  denomination  than  twenty  dollarsi  and  all  notes  be- 
low that  denomination,  issued  by  other  bank^  to  be  pro- 
hibited from  circulation  within  thff  Diatricii"  wbidi  was 
rejected  by  the  Senate — 10  yeas,  28  nays.  He  also  re< 
ferred  to  the  twenty-dollar  limit  on  payments  from  the 
Government,  which  he  moved  at  the  last  session,  and 
which,  in  a  modified  form,  was  adoptedt  and  he  referred 
toa  bill  which  he  had  introduced  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  '*  to  re-establish  the  currency  of  the  constitu- 
tion for  the  Federal  Govemmenti*'  and  alluded  to  his 
constant  efforts  to  limit,  restrain,  and  circumierlbe,  the 
circle  of  paper  circulation,  and  to  extend  and  inoreaae 
that  of  the  gold  and  stiver  circulation. 

Mr.  B.  said  there  were  many  other  motions  on  the ' 
Journals  to  the  same  effect)  but  he  would  not  consume 
lime  in  reading  ihem.  Much  less  would  be  read  from 
h'-s  speeches,  running  through  a  period  of  five  years 
and  dwelling  ra  much  on  this  particular  point.  He 
would  only  refer  to  one  of  these  speeches,  the  one  on 
the  District  bank*,  of  the  last  session,  in  which  the  rea* 
sons  for  suppressing  the  small-note  currency  were  large- 
ly gone  into,  lie  would  read  a  paragraph  only,  to  shuw 
the  heads  of  ihe  argument  which  he  then  used; 

"  Mr.  B.  said  that  the  proposed  limit  oftwenty  dollars 
for  the  minimum  size  of  bank  notes  was  not  an  arbiira* 
ry  assumption,  or  a  fanciful  designation,  but  was  a  limit 
ascertained  by  experience,  and  proven  by  result^  to  he 
the  lowest  that  would  suffice  to  accomplish  the  ends  in- 
tended. These  ends  are:  1.  To  re-«sublish  the  gold 
currency)  %  To  make  gold  and  silver  the  common  cur- 
rency for  all  the  small  dealingaof  (he  country;  3,  To  ez- 
lend  and  enlai^  the  specie  basis  of  the  paper  circuU- 
tion;  4.  To  save  the  laboring  and  small  dealing  part  of 
the  communily  from  the  efiects  of  eontraciions  and  ex- 
pansions from  bank  issuest  5.  To  save  them  from  Ihe 
impositions  of  eoonterfetters,  from  losses  wlien  banka 
fail,  and  IVom  bearing  the  whole  burden  I'f  the  wear  and 
tear  of  small  notes  i  6.  To  save  hard  money  ennigh  in 
the  country  to  make  it  safe  to  have  such  paper  currency 
as  commerce  and  large  dealings  may  require.  Tliese 
are  the  objects  to  be  accomplished,  and  If  ss  than  twenty 
dollars  will  have  no  adequate  effect;  far  better  would  be 
the  limit  of  $100,  as  it  is  nearly  in  France,  and  where 
that  limit  insures  a  circulation  of  nine  tenths  gold  and 
Sliver,  and  one  tenth  papert  namely,  ujpwardB  of  five 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  of  one,  and  fifty  millions  of 
the  other." 

From  this  brief  but  authentic  history  of  Uie  mnvc- 
menta  in  this  chamber  against  the  small  note  currency, 
Mr.  B.  said  it  would  be  seen  how  fallacious  was  the 
claim  set  up  by  Mr.  Biddir,  in  hit  panic  letter  of  Novem- 
ber last,  to  the  honor  of  commencing  these  movements. 
So  iar  from  it,  it  was  now  established  that  it  was  the 
conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  in  delugin|f 
the  country  with  a  nnall-nole  currency,  and  eviscerating 
the  States  of  their  specie,  and  esportin||  it  to  Burope,  that 
caused  him  to  move  first  upon  the  subjeei)  and  that  that 
movement,  aHer  being  apparently  acquiesced  in  by  the 
bank,  to  aid  in  getting  the  renewed  charter,  was  defeat- 
ed and  made  ridiculous  by  being  diluted  into  a  reserved 
authority  to  do  afterwards  what  the  bank  would  not'  per- 
mit to  be  done  then.   Mr.  B.  averred  thst  it  was  the 
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conduct  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  StRtei  in  inundating- 
the  S*«te<  with  small  ti^h,  in  iheahipe  ofbranchdrafia, 
that  firat  put  him  upon  the  idea  of  luppreuing;  amall 
notet.  It  ahowed  him  the  evila  of  that  circulation,  and 
aubaequent  inquiriei  proved  ila  extent.  Subsequent  in- 
Quiriet  ahowed  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statea  had  ab- 
dueted  about  forty-two  milUona  of  ipecie  from  the  Statea, 
end  exported  it  to  roreign  countries,  letvinsr  in  the  whole 
Union,  at  the  time  of  the  application  for  a  recharter, 
in  1833,  ho  more  than  twenty  or  twenty-two  milliona  of 
ipecie.  This  was  her  conductt  and  what  has  been  the 
conduct  of  Preaident  Jackson's  administration'  It  has 
been  to  increase  that  twenty  millions,  in  about  four  years, 
to  about  eighty  minionsi  and  to  do  this  i^inst  the  con- 
stant and  atrenuous  opposition  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statet  and  all  ill  friendf.  After  thii^  what  a  power  of 
face  it  requirei  in  tlie  preaident  nf  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  claim  for  that  institution,  and  ita  frieniU, 
the  lionor  of  fighting  down  amall  note^,  and  fighting  tip 
gold  and  silver^  Itut  why  go  back  to  pant  events'  The 
present  are  lufllicient.  Did  not  that  bank  obtain  frnm 
Pennsylvania  a  charter  to  Issue  notes  below  twenty  dot- 
lara,  namely:  notes  of  ten  dollars.'  And  does  she  not 
daily  and  openly  violate  even  this  limitation  by  iasuing 
notes  and  draflt  of  five  dollars' 

Ur.  B.  bad  felt  himself  forced  into  this  episode  upon 
.the  aupprenion  of  the  amall-nute  currency,  it  was  the 
firat  lime  that  he  bad  Iroubled  the  Senate  with  a  detail 
personal  to  himaelf,  and  hoped  it  would  be  the  last. 
The  auppreasion  of  amall  notei,  though  a  novelty  here, 
i»  an  old  operation  elsewhere.  In  Prance,  where  paper 
money  during  the  revolution  was  reduced  io  its  smill- 
€st  denominalioiia,  even  to  ten  sous,  he  believed,  all 
had  been  tuppreasei),  as  far  back  aa  tbe  eonsulship  uf 
Boaaparte,  urfder  five  hundred  franca.  In  £ng'and, 
where  one  and  two  pound  notes  prevailed  fur  above 
twenty  years,  a  general  snppreasion  took  place  years 
ago.  About  the  year  1819  was  the  commencement  of 
the  great  movement  in  B'  gland.  It  was  then  Mr.  Can- 
ning cited  the  letter  which  Mr.  Burke  had  written  to 
him  twenty  yean  before,  and  from  hia  deathbed.  It  was 
then  also  he  delivered  that  sentiment,  which  was  among 
the  few  which  ever  produced,  in  the  British  House  of 
CommonSt  an  expression  uf  applause  in  the  gallerieR;  an 
applause  which  was  elicited,  not  by  the  tlicalricat  exhi- 
bition of  the  or4tor,  but  by  the  sentiment  of  the  itates- 
msni  and  which  was  fuilowed  by  a  national  effect  all 
over  the  British  empire.  It  was  that  sentiment  in  which 
Mr.  Canning  hoped  that  the  day  was  at  hand  when  ev- 
ery laborer,  returning  from  his  work  at  the  end  uf  the 
week,  would  feel  the  weight  and  hear  the  jingle  of  his 
wa|fei  in  bis  breeches  pocketi  and  It  was  this  sentiment, 
tsken  up  by  the  body  of  tbe  people,  and  acted  upon 
by  them,  which  led  to  the  immeilisle  suppression  of 
the  one  ami  two  pound  notes  in  several  pans  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  their  eventual  supprcsiiun  all  over  the 
empire- 
Mr.  B.  wished  to  point  out  to  the  Senate  the  great 
similitude  which  existed  between  the  present  state  of 
things  in  our  count-y,  and  that  which  existed  about 
twenty  years  ago.  There  was  instruction  to  be  derived 
from  the  retrospect,  and  he  would  use  the  highest  au- 
thority fur  the  fidelity  of  the  picture  which  he  proposed 
to  recall.  He  would  have  recourse  to  the  highest  offi- 
cial papers— the  messages  of  Presidents  to  Cungresat 
and  would  read  the  parts  which  were  applicable  to  bis 
purpose.    He  read: 

Exlraet  from  Prendent  Maditon'a  annual  mevo^  at  the 
meeting  of  Congrm,  the  Jtnt  Mtmday  of  DutmbtTt 
1816. 

■*  It  has  been  estimated  that,  during  the  year  1816, 
tltc  actual  Kceipti  of  rerenuc  at  tbe  Treasury,  including 


the  balance  at  tbe  commencement  of  tbe  year,  and  ex* 
eluding  the  proceeds  of  loans  and  Treasury  note^  will 
amount  to  about  the  sum  of  f47,000,000(  that  during 
the  same  year,  the  actual  payments  at  the  Treasury,  in- 
cluding the  payment  of  the  arrearages  of  tbe  War  De- 
partment, as  Well  as  the  payment  of  a  considerable  »• 
cess  beyond  tbe  annual  appropriations,  will  amouot  to 
about  tbe  sum  of  $38,000,000;  and  tbat,  consequently, 
at  the  dose  of  tbe  year,  there  will  be  a  surplus  ia  Ae 
Treasury  of  about  ^,000,000." 

Extract  from  Prendaa  HonroeU  annua/  mmage,  tit/int 
Monday  of  Decent,  1817. 
**  A  considerable  and  rapid  augmentation  in  tbe  value 
of  all  the  public  lands,  proceeding  from  these  and  other 
obvious  causes,  may,  henceforward,  be  expected.  *  * 

*  *  The  public  lands  are  a  public  stock,  which  ougtit 
to  be  disposed  of  to  ibe  best  advantage  for  the  nation. 
Tbe  nation  ^ould,  therefore,  derive  the  profit  fron  tbe 
continual  rise  in  their  value." 

Extract  from  Pre^dent  Monroe't  amiud  metsage,  tki 
third  Monday  in  Nooetnber,  1818. 

'*The  sale  of  tbe  public  lands  during  the  rearhu 
also  greatly  exceeded,  both  in  quantity  and  pnce,  that 
of  any  former  yeari  and  there  is  just  reason  to  exprct  a 
progressive  Improvement  in  that  source  of  revenue." 

This  is  the  picture  for  1816-*l7-'18t  and  a  glowing 
one  it  is.  The  Treasury  full  and  overflowingi  foriy* 
seven  millions  of  revenue  in  one  year(  thirty  eight  vii. 
liona  paid  outj  nine  millions  of  surplus  on  hsnif  paUie 
Isnds  selling  with  unprecedented  rapidityt  thesateifbr 
1818  being  seventeen  millions  of  dutlarsi  which,  in  pio' 
portion  to  the  population,  were  Urger  sales  than  tho« 
of  the  Ust year,  when  twenty-five  millions  were  received. 
At  the  end  ul  the  year  1818,  this  gorgeous  picture  of 
prosperity  still  augmenting,  and  tbe  President  so  eUted 
with  the  prospect  of  income  froi)  the  Unds,  that  he  ad- 
vises their  price  to  be  raiMd  from  two  dollars  per  acre, 
which  was  then  the  minimum,  to  •  sum  nut  stated  in  bii 
message,  but  undt  rgtood  to  be  five  dollur*!  snd  coo. 
eludes  with  expressing  hia  opinion  that  there  wa*  juM 
reason  for  expecting  a  progressive  improvement  in  ibe 
sales  of  thr'se  lands.  N<>w,  said  Mr.  B.,  let  us  rcsuRM 
our  readings,  and  see  what  manner  of  picture  it  presenl* 
ed  fay  the  same  President  in  tbe  ensuing  mestaget.  H« 
read: 

Extract  from  Pretident  Monroe's  annual  mas^e  ol  f^f 
meeting  of  Cotigreti,  December,  1819. 
"AUhougli  the  pecuniary  embarraasmenla  which  bp 
fected  various  parta  of  the  Union,  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  preceding  year,  have,  during  the  preseot,  bees 
considerably  augmented,  and  still  continue  to  exist,  the 
receipts  into  the  Treasury  to  the  30tb  uf  Septeniitf 
last  have  amounted  tu  119,000,000.  *  *  Tbecsaic* 
which  have  tended  to  diminish  the  public  receipt! 
could  not  fail  to  have  a  corresponding  effect  upon  iM 
revenue  which  has  accrued  upon  imposts  and  t«ina(tj 
during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  present  year. 

•  •  The  preat  reduction  in  lUe  price  of  the  principal 
articles  of  domestic  grow  h,  which  has  occurred  durinff 
the  present  year,  and  tbe  consequent  fall  in  the  price  of 
labor,  apparently  ao  favorable  to  the  success  of  dome*- 
tic  manufactures,  have  not  sliielded  them  against  other 
causes  adverse  to  their  prosperity.  The  pecuniary  em- 
barrassments which  have  so  deeply  afi'ccted  the  commer' 
cial  interests  of  the  nation  have  been  no  less  adverse  i» 
our  manulacturing  establishments  in  several  section  «i 
the  Union.  Tbe  great  reduction  of  the  currency,  w™" 
the  banks  have  been  constrained  to  mske  in  order  W 
continue 
it  where 


tpeoie  payments^  and  the  vitiated 
such  reiluctions  have  not  been  atiemptw^* 
■lead  of  placing  within  tbe  reaelhof  these  evUbfi^meaa 
tbe  pecuniary  aid  off^mmf^^^f^^  f  " 
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rewliiQ;  from  the  reduction  in  the  prieet  of 
ft^nw  miterali  mml  (ubor,  bare  compelled  the  banlu 
toMbdnw  from  them  s  portkm  of  the  capital  herelo- 
Are  adnnced  to  them.  That  aid  which  has  been  re- 
famA  by  the  banlct  hn  not  been  obtained  from  other 
— ■» PL  I,  owinK  to  the  Ioh  ofinclividiiil  confidence,  from 
the  frcqyent  fajihirca  which  have  recently  occurred  in 
•Me  of  oar  principal  eommeretal  cities.** 

Aid  reconunenda  encouragenient  to  manufactures. 

Et^tit  from  Prtalimt  Manrtn^t  annual  moiage  at  the 
metUngBf  Congrtu^  Deeemha;  1830. 
"Hw  receipts  into  the  Treasury  froiD  every  aonrce 
(hdMni:  a  loan  of  three  miirions)  to  the  30th  of  Sep. 
apl&ffl^;. amount  to  916,794.10/)  vhiM  the  public 
^^ewCtorea  to  the  same  period  amount  to  916,871, f  34. 
XWmmof  three  millions,  anthorixed  to  be  railed  by 
lim,  by  act  of  the  lait  setiion  of  ConKresa,  has  been  ob. 
lifccd  on  terms  advantaffenus  to  the  Government.  It  is 
prsper  to  add,  that  there  is  now  due  to  the  Treasury, 
fcrilw  sale  of  the  public  land*,  ft33,996,545.  In  bring- 
MfUiia  subject  to  view,  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  submit 
mtatgrfm  whether  it  may  not  be  idrisable  to  extend  to 
%ipiirdMiera  of  tbeae  lands^  in  consideration  of  the 
«4mrable  change  which  has  occurred  «nee  the  sates, 
ftmaoMtble  indulgence.  H  is  fcno»n  that  the  pur- 
tfHm  were  made  when  the  price  of  every  article  had 
to  its  rrealest  height,  and  that  the  instalments  are 
liiilf  due  at  a  period  of  great  depression.  It  is 
isicd  that  some  plan  may  be  devised  by  the  wis- 
of  Congress,  compatible  with  -fhe  public  interest, 
would  affbrd  great  relief  to  these  purchasers." 

.'Vhkt  a  ebange  of  bnguage*  (said  Mr.  B.)    It  looks 
(Bchantawnl!  and  all  to  take  place  between  the 
of  one  session  of  Coogms  and  the  meeting  of 
at  It.    What  a  change!    Na  mofe  fprty-scven  mil- 
of  income  (  no  more  surpluses)  no  more  seventren 
US  from  public  landsi  no  more  propositions  to  raise 
prtce;  no  more  of  all  this  glowing  picture!  But 
iacome  from  customs  fallen  down  to  thirteen  mit- 
the  income  from  lands  to  leu  than  one  milliont  a 
pf  three  millions  auth9rtzed  to  carry  on  the  Oov- 
:oti,aU.  the 'public,  expenditures  out  down  to  the 
L  pc4nt|'  universal  distresii  banks  faiiingi  currency 
igedi  prices  depressed;  manufactures  sinking,  and 
^  Cor  a  new  tariff;  relief  to  them  recommended; 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands  twenty-three  m^lliona 
debt  to  the  Government,  unable  to  pay,  catling  for 
*ffef,  and  relief  recommended,  and  panted)  the  twen- 
%1kce  uvlliont  pf  del}t  for  laruls  either  released,  or 
BM^atLDt  deferred  on  extended  crrditt  itnd  the  ninimum 
fteee,  instead  of  being,  raised  to  five  dollars  per  acre, 
^Vdsced  to  one  dollar  and  twenly.five  cents.    Sucb  was 
^IscbaagQ  of  picture  which  it  was  the  fate  of  the  same 
VmidcDt  to  present  in  the  abort  interval  which  .elapsed 
^Mecep  two  sessions  of  Congreu!  sad  what  is  the  in-. 
■iMLliuu  which  we  should  derive  from  'At  Certainty, 
limilar  eficcu  follow  s'lnilar  eauaest  and  that  the 
■Mi^U  be  a  leaaoB  and  a  warning  for  the  future.  We 
'■pwwia  the  cireuawtanoea of  1BI6,  '17,  '1S(  over. 
Vwinf  Treasury,  Urge  surpluses  great  satei  of  the 
■Me  hods,  the  price  of  every  thing  high.    And  what 
^•de  that  slate  of  things?   Bank  issues,  bank  ezpan- 
*i*a^  bank  loans,  bank  facilities!    And  what  made  the 
^wl  Kverse  which  took  place  in  18l8-'19f  Cuntrac- 
"V*  of  bank  iasocF,  contraction  of  expansions,  curtail* 
of  loans,  witliduwal  of  facilities,  and  the  explosion 
^isionerablebanka!    The  paper  aystcRi,  the  paper 
*VMni  ns  the  real  and  sole  cause  of  the  illusive  and 
^■Kplttt  prosperity  which,  for  a  while,  smiled  trescher> 
■0^  tftu  the  country,  ana  was  n  suddenly  followed  by 
*Miad  real  distress.   And  are  we  pot  at  this  monbeiit, 
Ulfiw  the  same  cause^  reatizing'the  first  part,' the  dc- 


ceptive,  the  illusive,  the  treacherous  part^of  this  pieturt* 
and  must  not  the  other  part,  the  lad  and  real  aequel,  Iner* 
itably  follow  f  Mr.  B.  said  it  must  follow,  and  went  over 
several  reasons  to  aliow  it  (o  he  more  certain  now  than  In 
18I8-'19.    In  the  first  place,  there  were  three  limes 
more  banki  now  than  then,  and  increawng  much  faster 
now  than  they  did  then,  and  dealing  in  millions  now  for 
hundreds  of  thousands  ihrn.   In  the  nrxt  place,  there  is 
now  a  great  political  party,  confederated  with  a  powerful 
moneyed  institution,  to  produce  derangements  of  the 
currency,  and  pecuniary  distress  in  the  country,  and  to 
Isy  it  upon  ihe  Government,  when  no  soch  party  existed 
in  1816,  '17,  18.    In  the  third  place,  the  business  of 
banking  is  now  carried  on  in  a  more  complex  and  criti- 
cal form  than- formerly,  by  insititutiom  using  eadi other's 
notea  as  cathi  iasuing  notes  at  one  place  payable  at  an- 
other  and  a  distant  place,  and  entering  into  temporary 
and  voluntary  arrangemenis  for  keeping  up  tlie  credit 
and  circulation  of  their  n<ites  at  places  where  payments 
of  them  are  not  exigible  by  law.    These  are  points  In 
which  the  preaent  trade  of  banking  is  more  dangerously 
exposed,  and  more  critically  situated,  than  it  was  twenty 
years  ago,    Oii  the  other  hand,  there  are  some  aafe- 
guards  now  which' did  not  exiiit  thrnt  first,  the  grett 
amount  of  specie,  now  nesr  eighty  millions  of  dollars, 
which  the  wisdom  of  Preudcnt  Jackson's  administration 
baa  accumidated  in  the  countryi  seeondljr,  the  avcad- 
ance,  Ihua  ftr,  of  the  error  of  former  administrations  in 
using  local  paper  for  a  national  eurrencyt  thirdly,  the 
Treasury  order  of  11th  July,  1836,  which  saved  the 
Western  banka  last  fall,  and  which  it  is  the  object  of  this 
bill  to  rescind  snd  anpcrtede.    Two  of  these  safeguards 
tre  in  danger  of  being  removrd  by  law— the  second  and 
the  third  of  them.  The  first  will  remove  Itself  whenever 
ihe  premium  on  foreign  exchange  rises  to  lO^,  (at 
which  point  it  is  profitable  to  export  specie,^  and  that 
prelum  is  now  at  near  10,  and  rising;  and  it  will  re- 
move ilaelf  whenever  the  Federal  Government,  reUpaing 
into  the  fatal  error  of  receiving  and  paying  out  paper 
money,  shall  cease  to  create  a  home  demand  for  the 
emplnyment  of  gold  and  silver.    The  day  of  revulsion 
(said  Mr.  B.)  may  come  sooner  or  later,  and  its  eflTeols 
may  be  more  op  leas  disastrousi  but  eone  it  mtut,  snd 
disastrous,  to  some  degree,  it  must  be.   The  present 
bloat  in  the  paper  system  cannot  continue)  the  present 
deprecistion  of  money,  exemplified  in  the  high  price  of 
every  thing  dependent  upon  the  borne  market,  cannot 
last^    The  revulsion  will  come,  sa  surely  as  it  did  in 
1819-'30.    But  it  will  come  with  force  if  the  Treasury 
order  is  maintained,  ,and  if  paper  money  shall  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  federal  Treasury.  But,  let  these  things 
go  as  they  may,  and  let  rcckleas  or  mischievous  banks 
do  what  they  please,  there  h  still  a  refuge  for  the  wise 
and  good)  there  ia  still  an  ark  of  safely  for  every  honest 
bank  and  for  every  prudent  man)  it  ts  in  the  masa  of 
gold  and  silver  now  in  the  country — the  seventy  odd 
millions  which  Ihe  .wisdom  uf  Preiident  Jackson's  ad- 
ministration has  accumulated— «nd  by  gettii^  their  share 
of  which,  all  who  are  so  disposed  cao  take  care  of  then- 
selves.         ■(     '  ' 

Sir,' (said  ]fr.  B-,)  I  have  performed  a  duty  to  my- 
self,  nut  pleasant,  but  necessary.  This  bill  is  to  be  an 
era  in  our  legiilation  and  in  our  political  history.  II  ia 
to  be  a  point  upon  which  the  future  age  will  be  thrown 
back,  and  from  which  future  consequences  will  be 
traced.  1  separate  myself  from  it;  I  wash  my  hands  of 
it)  I  oppoie  il.  I  am  one  of  those  who  promised  gold, 
not  paper,  1  promised  the  currency  of  the  constitution, 
not  ihe  currency.of  corporations.  I  did  not  join  in  put- 
ting down  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  to  put  up  a 
wilderness  of  local  banks.  I,  did  not  join  in  putting 
down  the  paper,  currency  .qf  a  national  bank,  to  put 
up  a  national  paper  cuirtgic^.  <^,^tl@^)^^nks. 
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1  did  not  strikfl.Csurt  to  make  Anthony  muter  of 
Borne. 


No.  1. — Extract  from  DebtUea  in  Congress. 
But,  Mr.  Preaident,  to  iinportftnt  '■•  thia  object,  that  I 
think  that,  Tar  from  dimm'iBliin^,  we  ought  rather  to  in- 
crease and  multiply,  our  securities;  and  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  aay  that,  even  with  the  continuance  of  the  bank 
charter,  and  under  ilswiaest  adminiitration,  I  regard  the 
state  of  our  currency  as  entirely  tafe.  It  la  evident  to 
me  that  (he  general  paper  circulation  has  been  extended 
too  far  for  the  specie  basis  on  which  it  rests.  Our  sys- 
tem, as  a  system,  dispenses  too  far,  in  my  judgment, 
with  the  use  of  gold  and  silver.  Having  learned  the  use 
of  paper  as  a  substitute,  we  use  that  substitute,  1  Tear, 
too  freely.  It  ia  true  that  our  circulating  paper  is  all 
redeemable  in  gold  or  silver.  Legally  speaking,  it  is  all 
convertible  into  specie  at  the  will  of  the  h<Mer.  But  a 
mere  legal  convertibility  is  not  sufficient.  There  must 
be  an  actual,  practical,  never-ceasing  converlibil  ty. 
This,  I  think,  is  not,  at  present,  sufficiently  secured; 
and  it  is  a  matter  that  well  deserves  the  serious  consider- 
ation of  the  Senate.  The  paper  circulation  of  the  coun- 
try is,  at  this  time,,  probably  75  or  80,000,000  of  dollars, 
or  specie  we  may  have  30  or  23,000,000,  and  thii^  prin- 
cipally, in  OMsses  in  the  vaults  of  the  banks.  A  cir- 
culation, consisting  In  so  fgrttX  a  degree  of  paper,  is 
easily  expanded,  to  furnish  temporary  capital  to  such  as 
wish  to  adventure  on  new  enterprises  in  trade;  and  the 
collection  in  the  banks  of  most  of  what  specie  there  is  in 
the  country  affords  all  posrible  facility  for  its  exports- 
tation.  Hence,  over-trading  does  frequently  occur,  and 
is  always  followed  by  an  inconvenient,  sometimes  by  a 
dangerous,  reduction  of  specie.  It  !s  in  vain  that  we  look 
to  the  prudence  of  banks  for  an  effectual  security  against 
over-trading.  The  directorsof  such  institutions  wilt  gen* 
«ally  go  the  length  of  their  means  in  cashing  good  nutex, 
and  leave  the  borrower  to  Judge  for  himself  of  the  use- 
ful employment  of  his  money.  Nor  would  a  compeient 
aecurity  exist  a^inst  over-trading,  if  the  banks  were  to 
confine  their  discounts  strictly  to  business  paper,  so  de- 
nominated; that  i),  to  notes  and  bills  which  represent  real 
transactions,  having  been  given  and  received  on  the  ac- 
tual purchase  and  sale  of  merchandise,  because  these 
transactions  themselves  may  be  too  far  extended.  Men 
naturally  havea  good  opinion  of  their  own  sagacity.  He 
who  believes  merchandise  is  about  to  rise  in  price  will 
purchase  merchandise  if  he  hss  money  or  can  obtain 
credit.  The  fact  of  actual  purchase,  therefore,  Is  not 
n  proof  of  really  substsUng  want^  and  of  course  the 
amount  of  all  purchases  does  not  correspond  always  with 
the  entire  wants  of  the  community.  Too  frequently  it 
very  much  exceeds  that  measure.  If,  then,  the  discretion 
of  the  banks,  exercised  in  deciding  theamount  of  their  dis- 
counts, is  not  a  proper  security  against  overtrading;  if  fa- 
cility in  obtaining  bank  credits  naturally  fusters  that  spirit ; 
if  the  desire  of  gain  and  love  of  enterprise  constantly  cher- 
ish it;  and  if  it  findsspecie  collected  m  the  banks,  inciting 
exportation,  what  is  the  remedy  suited  and  adeqaste  to 
the  case?  Now,  t  think,  sir,  that  a  closer  inquiry  into  the 
direct  source  of  the  evil  will  suggest  a  remedy.  Why 
have  we  so  small  an  amount  of  specie  in  circulation,' 
Certainly  the  reason  is,  we  do  not  require  more.  We 
have  but  to  ask  its  presence,  and  it  would  return.  But 
we  voluntarily  banish  it,  by  the  great  amnunt  of  small 
bank  notes.  In  most  of  the  States,  the  banks  issue  notes 
of  all  low  denominations,  down  even  to  a  single  dollar. 
How  is  it  possible,  under  such  circumstances,  to  retain 
specie  in  currency  F  All  experience  shows  it  to  be  im- 
posnble.  The  paper  will  take  the  place  of  the  gold  and 
lUver.   When  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  year  1797,  proposed  in 


rarliament  to  authorize  the  Bank  of  EngUnd  to  isne 
one-pound  notes,  Mr.  Burke  lay  sick  at  Bath,  of  an  ill- 
ness from  which  he  never  recovered}  and  he  is  said  to 
have  written  to  the  late  Mr.  Canning,  "  Tell  Mr.  Pitt,  if 
he  consents  to  the  issuing  of  one-puund  notes,  he  inuit 
never  expect  to  see  a  guinea  again." 

The  one-pound  notes  were  issued,  and  the  fpiineu 
disanprared.    A  umilar  cause  is  now  producing  a  pre- 
cisely similar  effect  with  us.    Small  notes  have  expelled 
dollars  snd  half  dollars  from  circulation  in  all  the  Ststei 
in  which  such  notes  are  issued.    On  the  other  hand,  dol* 
laraand  half  dollars  abound  in  those  Slates  which  have 
adopted  a  wixr  policy.    Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Mvy. 
Und,  Louiuana,  and  some  others,  I  think  seven  in  til, 
do  not  allow  their  banks  to  issue  notes  under  five  dulltri, 
Every  traveller  notices  the  difference,  when  lie  ptises 
from  one  of  these  Stales  into  one  where  small  nutes  are 
allowed.    The  evil,  then,  is  the  iseuing  of  saall  notes 
by  SUte  banks.    Of  these  notes,  that  is  to  say,  nutei  uiK 
der  five  dollars,  the  smount  now  in  circulation  tseigtit 
or  ten  millions  of  dollars.    Can  these  nutes  be  with- 
drawn?  If  they  can,  their  place  will  be  immedittely 
supplied  by  a  specie  circulation  of  equal  amount.  The 
object  is  a  great  one,  as  it  is  connected  with  the  safely 
and  stability  of  the  current^,  and  may  well  justify  ate- 
rious  reflection  on  the  means  of  accomplishing  it.  Hiy 
not  Congress  and  the  State  Governments,  acting,  not 
unitedly,  but  severally,  to  the  same  end,  easily  mil  quiet- 
ly  attain  it^   I  think  they  may.    It  is  but  fur  other  States 
to  follow  the  good  example  of  those  which  1  have  men- 
tioned, and  the  work  is  done.   As  an  inducement  to  the 
States  to  du  this,  I  propose,  in  the  present  bill,  to  reserve 
to  Congress  a  power  of  withdrawing  from  circulations 
pretty  large  part  of  the  issues  of  the  United  States  Bank. 
I  propose  this,  so  thst  the  Siate  banks  may  «iil)draw 
their  small  notes,  and  find  their  compensation  in  a  Is^ 
ger  circulation  of  a  higher  denominatioa.   My  prop«w- 
tion  will  be,  that,  at  any  time  afVer  the  eipiration  of  the 
existing  charter  of  the  bank,  that  is,  after  1836,  Con- 

Jjess  may,  if  it  see  fit,  restrain  the  bank  from  isniiif 
or  circulation  notes  or  bills  under  a  certain  sum — sty 
ten  or  twenty  dollars.  This  will  diminish  the  eircuia- 
lion,  and  consequently  the  profits  of  the  bank;  but  it  is 
of  less  importance  to  make  a  bank  a  highly  profitable 
institution  to  stockholder*,  than  that  it  should  be  sale 
and  useful  to  tite  community,  it  ought  not,  certainly, 
to  be  restrained  from  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  fair  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  the  discreel  use  of  its  capi- 
tal, in  banking  transactions;  but  the  leading  object,  after 
all,  in  its  continuance,  is,  and  ought  to  b^  not  privsU 
emolument,  but  public  benefit. 

it  may  perhaps  strike  some  gentlemen  that  the  circu- 
lation of  small  notes  might  be  effectually  discouraged, 
by  refusing  to  receive  all  such  small  notes,  and  all  notes 
of  such  banlu  as  issued  them,  at  the  custom-house^^ 
offices,  post  offices,  and  other  places  of  public  recdpt, 
and  by  causing  them  to  be  refused,  also,  either  in  W 
ment  or  deposile  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  Ststcs. 

But  the  effect  of  such  refuul  may  be  doubtful.  H 
would  certainly  in  some  degree  discredit  such  nute^  but 
probably  it  would  not  drive  them  out  of  circulatioa  alto- 
gether; and  if  it  did  not  do  this,  it  might  ineretae  tb«r 
circulation.  If  in  some  degree  they  becoiie  discredileo, 
they  would  become  cheaper  than  other  notes;  and  ex- 
perience proves  that  of  two  things  which  may  be  cur- 
rent, the  cheaper  will  always  expel  the  other.  Thus 
silver,  because  it  is  proportionally  cheaper  with  us  tbaa 
gold,  has  driven  the  gold  out  of  the  country.  Thut,  ss  we 
can  pay  our  debts  cheaper  in  silver  than  in  gold,  we  uN 
nothing  but  ailver,  and  the  gold  goes  where  it  isnoK 
highly  valued.  The  same  thing  always  happens  betweea 
two  sorts  of  paper  which  are  fcwnd  at  the  fame  it«e  ra 
circulation.   That  «;hfej«IC^«teesi  t-I^ 
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e  other,  always  drives  ita  marc  reapeetableaaaoei* 
tfita  company. 

No.  2. 

improrement  which  Hr.  B.  bad  proposed 
the  notes  issued  by  the  banks  to  the  miid- 
\V'  wenty  dullars,  and  to  ezehide  all  notes  un- 

'um.  issued  by  other  banks*  from  eireulft* 
Dlnrict.  He  confessed  that  he  felt  an 
of  mortification  in  makinff  a  motion  in 
'he  United  States  to  limit  the  size  of 
this  Congresa  was  aitting  here»  and 
-  by  virtue  of  a  conatilution  wbictt  rec- 
.•ag  for  currency  but  gold  and  Silveri  but 
.  he  might  be  subject  to  a  still  greater  mortifi- 
.<!  in  witnessing  the  foilureof  his  motion,  and  the 
.rtumph  of  the  paper  sjrstem  over  this  small  attempt  to 
check  one  of  its'greateit  abuses.  The  limit  of  twenty 
dullars  was  the  lowest  that  could  be  taken  to  accomplish 
the  great  objects  in  view;  and  that  limit  was  not  assumed 
arbitnrily,  but  from  a  careful  observation  of  the  effect 
of  different  Umitiv  in  diffirrent  eoantrics,  upon  the  nature 
and  amount  of  the  circulating  medium. 

The  great  evils  of  a  small  psper  currency  are:  1.  To 
banish  gold  and  silvert  3.  To  encourage  counterfeiting; 
S.  To  dcatroy  the  stsndard  of  valuesi  4.  To  throw  Hie 
burdens  and  the  evils  of  the  paper  system  upon  the 
Uboring  and  small  dealing  part  of  the  community. 

The  instinct  of  banks  to  sink  their  circulation  to  the 
luwest  denomination  of  notes  which  can  be  forced  upon 
the  emnmonity  is  a  trait  In  the  system  anivcnally  proved 
to  exist  wherever  banks  vf  cirftoUtion  have  been  permit< 
trd  to  give  a  currency  to  a  country)  and  the  effect  of 
that  instinct  has  always  been  to  banish  gold  and  silver. 
When  the  Bank  of  England  was  chartered,  in  the  year 
1694,  it  could  issue  no  note  less  than  jEIOO  sterling;  tint 
amount  was  gradually  rrduced,  by  the  persevering  ef- 
forts of  the  bank,  to  £50;  then  to  £20;  then  to  £15; 
then  to  jeiO;  at  bat  to  £5%  and,  finally,  to  £3  and  £1. 
Theae  last  denominationa  were  not  reached  until  the 
year  \79T,  or  until  one  hundred  and  three  years  after  the 
institution  of  the  bank;  and  aa  the  severai  reductions  in 
the  size  of  the  notes,  and  the  consequrn^nerease  of 
psper  currency,  took  place,  gold  became  and  more 
scarce;  and  with  the  issiie  of  the  one  and  two  pound 
notes,  it  totally  disappeared  from  the  country. 

This  effect  was  furetold  by  all  political  economists,  and 
especially  by  Hr.  Burke,  then  aged  and  retired  from 
pubfic  life,  who  wrote  from  Ilia  retreat  to  Mr.  Canning, 
to  say  to  Mr.  Pitt,  the  prime  minister,  these  prophetic 
wortu:  '*  If  this  bill  for  the  one  and  two  pound  notes  is 
permitted  to  paw,  we  shall  never  see  snother  guinea  in 
England.'*  The  bill  did  pass,  and  the  prediction  wss 
fijiDlled;  for  not  another  guinea,  half  guinea,  or  sover- 
eign, was  seen  in  England,  tor  circuttiion,  until  the  bill 
was  repealed,  two-and-twen(y  years  afterwards!  AAer 
remaining  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  without  a  gold 
circulation,  EnnUnd  abolished  her  one  and  two  pound 
notes,  limited  her  paper  currency  to  £5  sterling,  re- 
quired all  Bank  of  England  notes  to  bepaid  in  gold,  and 
allowed  four  years  for  the  act  to  take  effect.  Before  the 
four  years  were  out,  the  Bank  of  England  reported  to 
Parliament  that  it  was  ready  to  begin  gold  payments;  and 
commenced  accordingly,  and  has  continued  them  ever 
stnee.  The  one  and  two  pound  notes  in  Eiwlard  cor- 
respond with  thb  five  and  ten  dollar  notes  in  the  United 
Staler  and  the  five-pound  note  is  only  four  dollars  above 
ear  twen^  dolbrs;  ao  that  the  analogy  is  perfect,  and 
the  effect  must  be  similar  upon  our  fives,  tens,  and 
twenties,  that  it  was  in  England  from  the  iasue  and  sup- 
pteaaion  of  the  one  and  two  pound  notes,  and  the  limita- 
tion to  £5,  with  the  compulsory  obngalion  to  pay  H. 
The  CBconragenent  of  eounterfeiiing  was  the  next 


great  evil  which  Hr.  B.  pointed  out  as  belonging  to  a 
small-note  currency;  and  of  all  the  denominations  of 
notea^  he  said,  those  of  one  and  two  pounds  in  England, 
corresponding  with  fives  and  tens  in  the  United  States, 
were  those  to  which  the  demoralizing  bunness  of  coun- 
terfieitiM  was  chiefly  directed!   They  were  the  chosen 
game  of^the  forging  depredator!  and  that,  for  the  obvi- 
ous reasons  that  fives  and  tens  were  small  enough  to 
pass  currently  among  persons  not  much  acquainted  with 
bank  paper,  and  large  enough  to  aflTord  some  profit  to 
compensate  for  the  eipense  and  labor  of  producing  the 
counterfeit,  and  the  risk  of  passing  it!    Below  fives,  the 
profit  is  too  small  for  the  labor  and  risk.    Too  many 
have  to  be  fot^d  and  paised  before  an  article  of  any 
value  can  be  purehasedt  and  the  change  to  be  got  in 
silver,  in  passing  one  for  a  small  article,  is  too  little.  Of 
twenty  and  upwards,  though  the  profit  ia  greater  on 
passing  them,  yet  the  danger  of  detection  is  also  greater. 
On  account  of  its  larger  size,  the  note  is  not  only  more 
closely  scrutinized  before  it  is  received,  and  the  passer 
of  it  belter  remembered,  but  the  circulation  of  them  is 
more  confined  to  business  men  and  large  dealerit  and 
silver  clunge  will  not  be  given  for  them  m  buying  small 
articles.    The  fives  and  tens,  then,  in  the  United  States 
like  the  £1  and  £3  in  England,  are  the  peculiar  {fame  of 
counterfeilers;  and  this  is  fully  proved  by  the  criminal 
statistics  of  the  forgery  department  in  both  countries. 
According  to  returns  made  to  the  Rrttish  Parliament  for 
twenty-two  years— from  1797  to  1819,  the  period  tn 
which  the  one  and  two  pound  notes  were  allowed  to  cir- 
culate—the whole  number  of  prosecutions  for  counter- 
feiting, or  paasing  counterfeit  notes  of  the  Bsnk  of  Eng- 
land, was  998;  in  that  number  there  were  313  capitid 
convictions,  .'^30  inferior  convictions,  and  15S  acquittalsi 
and  the  sum  of  £349,900,  near  a  million  and  a  quarter  of 
dollars,  was  expended  by  the  bank  in  attending  to  pros- 
ecutions.   Of  this  great  number  of  prosecutions,  the  re- 
turns show  that  the  mass  Of  them  were  for  offences  con- 
nected with  the  one  and  two  pound  notes.    The  proper, 
tion  may  be  distinctly  seen  in  the  number  of  counterfeit 
notes  of  different  denominations  delected  at  the  Bank  of 
England  in  a  given  period  of  time— from  the  Ist  of 
January,  1812,  to  the  10th  of  April,  1818— being  a  pe- 
riod of  six  years  and  three  months,  out  of  the  twenty-two 
years  that  the  one  and  two  pound  notes  continued  to  cir- 
culate.   The  drtections  were,  of  iMie-puund  notes,  the 
number  of  107,238;  of  two-pound  notes,  17,787;offive. 
pound  notes,  5,836,  of  ten-pound  notes,  419;  of  twenty- 
pound  notes,  54.    Of  all  above  twenty  pounds,  35.  The 
proportion  of  ones  and  twos  to  the  other  sizes  may  be 
well  seen  in  the  tables  for  this  brief  period;  but  to  have 
any  idea  of  the  masa  of  counterfeiting  done  upon  these 
small  notes,  the  whole  period  of  twenty-two  years  must 
be  considered,  and  the  entire  kingdom  of  Great  Britidn 
taken  in;  for  the  list  only  includes  the  number  of  coun- 
terfeits detected  at  the  counter  of  the  bank,  a  place  to 
which  the  guilty  never  carry  their  forgeries,  and  to 
which  a  portion  only  of  those  circulating  in  and  about 
London  could  be  carried.    The  proportion  of  crime  con- 
nected with  the  small  notes  is  here  shown  to  be  enor- 
mously and  frigbtfully  great.     The  same  results  are 
found  in  the  United  Sta'es.    Mr.  B.  had  looked  over  the 
statistics  of  crime  connected  with  the  counterfeiting  of 
bank  notes  in  the  United  States,  and  found  the  ratio  be- 
tween the  great  and  small  notes  to  be  about  the  tame 
that  it  was  in  England.    He  bad  recourse  to  the  most 
authentic  data— Bicknell's  Counterfeit  Delectoiwand 
there  found  the  editions  of  counterfeit  notes  of  the  local 
or  State  banks  to  be  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  of 
which  seven  hundred  and  fifty^iz  were  of  ten  dollars 
and  under;  and  sixty-two  editions  only  were  of  twenty 
doltarsand  upwards.    Orthe  Baiik^sf  tbeUnited States 
and  its  branches,  he  found  eighty.We(^Ktl6ditar  fly«at 
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•evrnljr-one  cditiona  of  tenm  twenty-tix  ediiioiw  of  twen- 
ti«st  ftftd  two  cditioni  of  fiftit-s;  Mill  ihowing  ih*t  in  the 
Voited  8Utef«  u  well  «s  in  Eagknd,  on  local  btnks  u 
well  M  that  of  the  United  SiateB.  the  oourte  of  counUrfeiU 
fa)g  wu  ttlll  tbe  HiMt  and  that  the  whole  itrcH  of  the 
criBC  fell  upon  the  five  and  ten  dollar  notes  in  this  coun- 
try, Mkl  tbdr  correspondini;  claaMi,  the  one  an^  two 
pound  notes  In  England.  Mr.  B.  alao  exhibited  the  pa- 
(et  of  Bicknell'a  Counterfrit  Detector,  a  pamphlet  cover- 
ed onvt  column  after  column*  with  its  frightful  liats  near- 
\f  all  under  twenty  dollar*!  and  be  called  npon  the  Sen- 
ate, in  the  Mcrcd  natne  of  the  morala  of  the  country,  in 
tbe  name  of  virtue  and  morality,  to  endeavor  (o  check 
the  fountain  of  this  crime,  by  stoppinjc  the  issue  of  the 
description  of  notes  on  wlkich  it  exerted  nearly  its  whole 
force.  1 

Mr.  B.  could  not  quit  the  evils  of  the  crime  of  coun- 
terfeiting in  the  United  States  without  remarking  that 
the  difficulty  6f  legal  detection  and  punishment  was  so 
freat,  owiiu^  to  the  distance  at  which  the  counterfeits 
were  dreulated  from  tbe  banks  purporting  to  iskue 
them,  and  tbe  atill  greater  difBeuliy,  in  moat  cases  im- 
posaible,  to  get  witnesses  to  attend  in  peraon  in  Slates  in 
which  they  do  not  reside,  the  counterfeiters  all  choosing 
to  practise  their  crime  and  circulate  their  forgeries  in 
Statca  which  do  not  contain  the  banks  whose  paper  they 
■re  imitating.  So  difficult  la  it  to  obuin  the  attendance 
of  witoesKs  in  other  Sutea,  that  the  crime  of  counler- 
feiling  it  almost  practised  with  impunity.  The  notca 
iiodcr  30  dollara  feed  and  supply  tbia  crimet  let  them 
be  itopped*  and  nine^-nine  hundredths  of  this  crime 
wiH  atop  with  ibem.  ' 

A  third  objection  which  Mr.  n.  urged  against  the  notes 
wider  twenty  dollars  wax,  that  nearly  tbe  whole  evils  of 
that  pert  of  the  psper  syatem  fell  upon  the  laborinK  and 
■mall  dealing  part  of  tbe  community.  Nearly  all  the 
counterfeit!  lodged  in  llieir  handa*  or  were  shaved  out 
of  their  hands.  When  a  bank  failed^  the  maia  of  tia 
eireulalion,  being  in  small  notes,  sunk  upon  their  hands. 
The  gain  to  the  banks  from  the  wear  and  tear  of  small 
notes  came  out  of  them,  the  V  as  from  the  same  cause 
falling  upon  them.  The  10  or  13  per  ceni.  annual  prof- 
It  for  furnishing  a  currency  in  place  of  gold  and  silver 
(for  which  no  interest  would  be  paid  to  the  mint  or  the 
Government)  chieBy  falls  upon  Ihemi  for  the  paper  cur- 
rency IB  chiefly  under  twenty  dolUra.  These  evils  thry 
almost  exclusively  bear,  while  they  have,  over  and  above 
all  Iheae,  their  full  proportion  of  all  the  evils  resulting 
from  the  expansions  and  conlraclionft  which  are  inces- 
aanlly  going  on,  totally  destroying  the  standard  of  value, 
periodically  convulsing  the  country,  and  in  every  cycle 
of  five  or  six  yeara  making  a  lottery  of  all  property,  in 
Which  all  the  prisei  are  drawn  by  tbe  bank  managers 
•lid  their  friends. 

In  proposing  the  limitation  of  twenty  dollars  to  these 
District  banks,  Mr.  B.  of  course  coupled  with  it  the 
concomitant  provision  for  the  exclusion  of  all  notes  un- 
der the  same  limit  issued  without  tbe  D  strict.  This  waa 
a  precaution  as  just  and  natural  as  ii  was  easy.  A  pro- 
hibitory law,  with  a  liMbility  in  every  passer  to  pay  the 
amount  of  tbe  notes,  with  eoals  and  damage^  in  specie, 
■nd  especially  in  gdd,  with  summary  process  before  a 
justice  of  tbe  peace  for  the  recovery,  would  efTeclually 
expel  tbe  interdicted  and  pesiift- roua  paper. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  proposed  limit  of  twenty  dollars 
for  the  minimum  sixe  of  bank  notes  was  waa  not  an  arbi- 
trary assumption  or  a  fanciful  designationi  but  «aa  a 
limit  aaecrtained  by  experience,  and  proven  by  results, 
to  be'lhc  lowest  that  would  suffice  to  accomplish  the 
ends  intended.  These  ends  are;  1.  To  re-e»labliah  the 
gold  currency.  3.  To  make  gold  and  silver  tlie  com- 
mon currenqp  for  all  the  amall  dealingi  of  the  counliy. 
3.  To  extend  and  cnbrge  the  specie  baa'ii  of  the  paper 


circulation.  4.  To  save  the  laboring  and  smsll  dedag 
part  of  the  community  from  the  effects  of  contraetiOM 
and  expansions  from  bank  issues.  5.  To  save  thea 
ftwa  the  tmpe^itm  trfeoufrterfeiters,  from  losses  vbn 
banka  ftil.  Mid  from  bearim  X\x  whele  burden  of  the 
wear«nd  tear  of  smtil  .notes.  6.  To  save  bard  woo^ 
enough  in  tbe  country  to  make  it  safe  to  have  wch  pa- 
per currency  aa  commerce  and  large  dealinga  may  »• 
quire.  Tlicae  are  the  objeota  to  be  accomplished,  sad 
leas  than  twenty  dollara  will  have  no  adequate 
far  belter  would  be  tbe  limit  of  one  hundred  dollH^  la 
it  is  pearly  in  France,  and  where  that  limit  insures  a  ciN 
culation  of  nine  tenths  of  gold  and  silver,  and  one  tenth 
papert  namely,  upwards  of  five  hundred  millions  of  dol* 
lars  of  one,  and  fifty  millions  of  the  other.  Wiie  w«iU 
it  be  in  any  single  Stste  to  adopt  thia  limit,  and  toei. 
elude  all  notes  under  that  amount  from  circul^ioa  with' 
in  its  bordersi  that  State  would  become  the  richest  aad 
the  bappteat  in  the  Union.  It  would  be,  in  lU  mon^cd 
concerns,  to  the  rcat  of  the  Unlol^  what  France  is  to  (lis 
rest  of  Europe— the  absorbent  of  their  preduus  metiK 
the  perennial  fountain  of  golden  eupply  to  its  citisesa, 
and  the  land  of  reat  from  ihe  panics  and  presiurti.  the 
ebba  and  flows,  the  feasts  and  famines,  the  dearths  and 
delugts,  the  cxpannona,  contract iona,  and  revulsioo^  and 
all  the  Crimea  and  misforlunca  of  the  paper  systcai. 

But  to  proceed  with  tbe  twenty-dollar  limit.  Whik 
England  bad  notea  aa  low  as  one  and  two  pounds,  whilA 
we  may  call  five  and  tee  dirflan^  the  apccic  basis  coo* 
tracicd  and  diminished  until  Mlver  could  only  be  get  br 
small  change,  and  gold  fled  entirely  from  the  cuwntry. 
The  mint  waa  forever  coining,  but  the  guineas  and 
aovereigns  went  straight  to  Franeei  and  it  wu  tett'ificd 
by  Mr.  Alexander  Baring,  before  a  committee  of  tlw 
House  of  Common*,  that  the  gold  coinage  of  the  Briliib 
mint,  during  thia  period,  waa  regularly  recoined  ia 
France,  often  without  seeing  the  light  in  Englandt  bonf 
packed  in  boxes  and  shipped  aa  it  iaaued  from  tbe  mint, 
delivered  in  Paris  before  it  was  a  werk  old,  and  »*»l' 
lowed  up  in  the  ocean  of  French  currency,  by  paniif 
through  the  French  mint,  and  aaauming  tbe  atamp  sra 
arms  of  France.  1'be  suppreaaion  of  tbe  one  and  t*o 
pnund  notes  in  1819,  and  the  £S  limit,  with  the  coapal- 
aory  oblivion  on  the  Bank  of  England  to  pay  all  iM 
notes  in  gold,  restored  Ihe  gold  currency  in  that  couo- 
try,  and  so  extended  and  enlarged  the  apecie  bisi^  ai 
to  make  her  currency  half  and  half — half  specie  aad 
half  psper — the  specie  two  thirds  gold,  and  ooc  third 
silvert  and  the  paper  all  of  ilS,  about  (34,  and  upvsr^ 
This  has  made  a  paper  currency  aa^e  in  England,  br  it 
is  dollar  for  dolUu-;  it  has  given  to  the  laboring  and  snail 
dealing  classes  a  hard-money  currency,  and  it  hat  takes 
from  the  counterfeiters  their  chief  and  favorite  clssics  of 
notes  for  imitation.  Hr.  B.  took  the  great  groend  ihi<i 
where  a  paper  currency  was  tolerated  at  alX  lbe_  nfcty 
j  and  welfare  of  the  community  required  the  specie  pro- 
portion to  be  one  halft  that  it  required  a  £5  limit,  and 
gold  payments,  to  effect  that  object  in  Englandi  that  s 
limit  of  twenty  dollars  would  not  effect  it  in  the  United 
Sutesi  and  he  waa  only  restrained  from  proposing  the 
French  limit,  from  the  impossibiliiy  of  conlendii^  wx- 
eessfully  with  the  bank  power  at  preaent,  now  omnifW' 
lent  in  the  country,  engroasing  the  time  and  goverwag 
the  legislation  in  whatever  related  to  their  ownioterefls- 
A  twenty-dollar  limit  would  not  give  a  substnlun  ol 
half  specie,  even  if  our  banks  were  compelled  to  pay 
all  goldt  but  there  ia  no  compulvoo  on  them  to  pay  aay 
part;  and  tbe  efforts  to  bring  them  to  half  pay^als  » 
gold  would  be  long  and  bitterly  resisted.  <^  " 
enemy  of  papert  it  keepa  it  dowa  when  the  boWef 
the  paper  baa  a  right  to  demand  gotdi  and 
currency  founded  upon  cold,  je.it  it  in  Bng'*"'^  ** 
always  be  kept  niq!i%iil^-Hv6^»Ogte*P"*^ 
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reney  founded  upon  silver.  Stiver  ti  too  cumbrooa  to 
hold  pftper  in  cheek.  A  person  would  not  wnh  tochsn^ 
even  B  twentf-dolUr  note  into  liWer  to  cmy  in  liia 
pocket,  but  would  gladly  change  it  into  goMf  ftnd  lo  of 
fiftf  and  hundred  dulkr  nptea. 

When  Mr.  BteroK  bad  eonchided  hia  ipeeeh, 
Mr.  GBITICDT  moved  to  bjr  the  bill  on  the  table,  for 
the  purpoae  of  tafcii^  op  and  aetinff  on  the  resolution 
aabmitted  by  bim  for  the  appoiDtoient  of  a  Joint  coanit- 
icetoeoumtbe 

VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENT   AND   VICE  PRE31- 
DENX. 

Thb  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  and  Ifr.  GBVKor's 
fcac^tinn  being  before  the  Senate, 

Mr.  ORUNDTtaid  be  bad  no  objections  to  the  inquiry 
proposed  by  the  amendnMnlt  and  he  thou^t  that  tome 
soch  provision  as  that  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky would  be  very  proper.  He  bad  seen  in  (he  public 
papers  a  statement  charging  that  some  of  the  eleelors 
who  voted  in  the  late  presidential  eirction  held  ofHces 
nnderthe  General  Government,  and  had  made  inquiries 
iiir  the  purpose  of  -asceruinii^  the  truth  of  the  matter. 
The  information  be  had  been  able  to  eelleet  tvlated  to 
twoeasesonlyi  and  as  to  these,  the  report  bad  been  found- 
ed altogether  on  a  misapprebension. 

Mr.  CLAY,  after  a  few  rennrks,  offered  the  following 
•nendmcnl: 

**  And,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expedienoy  of  ascer< 
tainii^  whether  any  votes  were  given  at  the  recent 
election,  eontnnr  to  Mie  pruhtbition  contained  fn  the 
•ceond  section  of  the  second  article  of  the  consiiiulioa. 
And  if  any  such  votei  were  given,  what  ought  to  be  done 
with  themt  and  whether  any,  and  what,  provision  ought 
to  be  made  fbrsecuring  tba  faithfu)  observance,  in  future, 
of  that  section  of  the  constitution." 

Mr.  HUBBARD  expressed  bis  entire  concurrence  in 
the  objecia  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  He  wished  a  strict  inquiry  to  be  instl- 
tntcd,  and  measures  to  be  adopted  to  guard  against  the 
occurrence  ofsueh  a  violation  of  the  constitution  as  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  referred  to.  As  It  had  been 
iteted  that  two  of  the  electors  in  his  State  (New  Hamp- 
shire) held  olBces  under  the  General  Governmeni,  and 
were  consequently  ineligible,  he  was  happy  to  atate  to 
the  Senate  that  there  was  no  foundation  whatever  for  the 
report. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Clat  was  then  adopted,  and 
the  resolution,  thus  amended*  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  snored  that  iheoonimittee  be  appoint- 
ed by  the  Chairt  which,  by  unanimoua  consent,  was 
was  Bfrecd  tot  and  Messrs.  GnonT,  Clat,  and  WueaY, 
were  selected. 

The  Senate  then  a^ourncd. 

SiTiriDAT,  Javdaex  38. 
RETIREMENT  OF  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  after  the  reading  of  the 
Journal,  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Senators:  The  period  is  at  hand  which  is  to  terminate 
the  official  relation  that  has  existed  between  us,  and  1 
leave,  probably  never  to  return  to  it,  a  body  with  which 
I  have  been  long  connected)  where  some  re'main  whom  I 
foond  here  fifteen  years  ago,  and  where.  In  the  pn^ress 
of  public  duties,  personal  associations  have  arisen  never 
to  b«  forgotten.  Piom  such  scenes  I  cannot  retire  with* 
oat  emotion.  Nor  can  I  give  to  the  Senate  the  usual  op. 
portunity  of  choosing  another  to  preside  ior  a  time  over 
thetr  deliberationB,  without  referring  to  the  manner  in 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  dischai^  a  most  gratifying 
and  hcMwrable  trust  connected  whh  the  ofllceto  wliteh 
mf  etmnUy  called  me. 


Entering  upon  it  with  unaffected  diffidence,  well 
knowing  how  liitle  my  studies  had  been  directed  to  its 
pecoliar  duties,  I  was  yet  strengthened  bjK  the  detemti* 
nation,  then  expressed,  so  to  discbarge  the  authority  with 
which  1  was  invested,  as  **  best  to  protect  the  rights  to 
respect  the  feelings,  and  to  giurd  the  reputations^  of  all 
who  would  be  aneeted  by  its  exercise/''  I*  was  snre 
that.  If  auccesaful  in  this,  lishouldbe  pardoned  Ar  errors 
whieb  I'Could  hardly  expect  to  aroid. 

In  the  interval  that  has  since  elapsed,  it-  has  been  our 
lot  in  this  assembly  to  pass  through  scenes  of  unusual 
excitement:  the  intense  interest  on  absorbing  topic, 
which  has  pervaded  our  whale  community,  could  not  be 
unfelt  within  these  walla.  The  warmth  of  political  par- 
ties^ natural  in  such  times,  the  unguarded  ardor  of  sud- 
den debate,  and  the  collisions  leMom  to  be  separated 
from  the  invaluable  privilege  of  free  discusrion,  have 
not  been  unfrequently  mingled  with  the  more  tranqu'l 
tenor  of  ordinary  legislation.  I  cannot  hope  that,  in 
egiergencies  like  these,  X  have  always  been  so  fortunate 
as  to  satisfy  every  one  around  mei  yet  1  permit  myself 
to  think  that  the  extent  to  which  my  decisions  have  been 
approved  by  the  Senate  is  some  evidence  that  ray  efforts 
justly  to  administer  their  rules  have  not  been  vaint  and 
I  conscientiously  cherish  the  conviction,  that  on  no  oc- 
casion have  1  departed  from  my  early  resohttion,  or  been 
regardless  of  what  was  due  to  the  rights  or  the  feelings 
of  the  members  of  this  body. 

Though  I  may  henceforth  be  separated  from  the  Sen- 
ate, I  can  never  cease  to  revert  with  peculiar  interest  to 
my  long  connexion  with  it.  In  every  situation  In  my 
futare  life  I  shall  remember  with  a  just  pride  the  evi- 
dences of  approbation  and  confidence  which  I  have  here 
recetvedt  and  as  an  American  citizen,  devotedly  attach- 
ed to  the  institutions  of  my  country,  I  must  always  re- 
gard with  becoming  and  sincere  respect  a  branch  of  our 
Government  invested  with  such  extensive  powers,  and 
designed  by  our  forelathers  to  accomplish  such  impor- 
tant results. 

Indulging  an  ardent  wiah  tint  every  success  may  await 
you  in  performing  the  exalted  and  htmorable  duties  of 
your  public  trust,  and  offering  my  warmest  prayers  that 
prosperity  and  happiness  may  be  constant  attendants  on 
each  of  you,  along  the  future  paths  of  life,  I  respectfully 
bid  you  farewell. 

After  the  Vice  PBastnsiiT  had  retired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
ballot  for  a  President  pro  tem. 

Tlie  number  of  votes  cast  was  37i  neeeasarjr  to  a 
choice  19.  Mr.  Kiire  of  Alabama  had  36,  Mr.  Sovtu- 
ABD  7,  Mr.  Cur  1,  Mr.  Pbehtiss  1,  Mr.  F.wivs  of 
Ohio,  1,  Mr.  BrcHABAB  1. 

Mr.  Kmoi  of  Alibitma,  being  thtis  duly  elected  Presi- 
dent pro  tem.  of  the  Senate,  waa  conducted  to  the  Chair 
by  Mr.  BavTOir,  and  addressed  the  Senate  nearly  as  fol- 
lows: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senalei  To  be  agun  called  to 

Sreude  orrr  tlie  deliberations  of  this  august  assrtitbly 
Us  my  heart  with  the  fiveliest  emotions  of  gratitude. 
When  St  the  last  session  it  pleased  the  Senate  to  place 
me  in  this  exalted  situation,  I  solemnly  pledged  miself 
to  discharge  the  duties  it  devolved  on  me,  without  favor 
and  without  partial<<y.  1  felt  conscious  that  I  had  done 
sot  but  could  any  thing  add  to  the  grateful  sense  I  en. 
tertain  of  the  honor  you  have  again  conferred  on  me.  It 
will  be  found  in  the  unequivocal  testimony  you  have 
this  day  borne,  that  I  had  faithfully  redeemed  that 
pledge.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States,  gentlemen, 
n,  from  its  very  organisation,  the  great  conservative 
body  in  this  republic.  Here  is  the  strong  citadel  of 
liberty.  To  this  body  the  intellif^ent  and  the  virluoup, 
throughout  our  wide-spread  country,  look  with  confl. 
dence  for  an  unwavering  and  unflincbing^i^sistance  to 
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the  encrotchments  of  power  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
eficrretcence  of  popular  excitement  on  the  oiher.  Un- 
•wcd  tnd  uniedueed,  it  should  firmly  maintain  the  con- 
■titution  in  iti  purity,  and  present  an  impregnable  bar- 
rier againat  every  attack  on  Ibat  sacred  instrument,  come 
it  from  what  quarter  it  may.  The  demon  of  faction 
■bould  Bnd  no  abidinf;  place  in  thia  chamber,  but  every 
heart  and  every  bead  should  be  wholly  occupied  in  ad- 
vancinjf  the  general  welfare,  and  preaerring',  unim- 
paired, the  national  honor.  To  insure  succesi,  gentle- 
men, to  the  discharge  of  our  high  duties,  we  must  com- 
mand the  confidence  and  receive  the  support  of  (he 
people.  Calm  deliberation,  courtesy  towards  each  other, 
order  and  decorum  in  delMtte,  will  go  far,  very  far,  to 
inspire  that  confidence  and  curamand  that  support.  It 
becomes  my  duty,  gentlemen,  to  banish  (if  practicable) 
from  this  hall  all  personal  altercation;  to  check,  at 
once,  every  remark  of  a  cliaracter  personslly  offensive; 
to  preserve  order,  and  promote  harmony .  These  duties, 
as  far  as  my  powers  will  permit,  I  shall  unhesitalinj^ly 
perform.  I  earneslly  solicit  your  co-operation*  gentle- 
men, in  aiding  my  efforta  promptly  to  put  down  every 
species  of  disorder.  For  jroor  fcindneaa,  gentlemen,  I 
tender  you  my  grateful  acknowledgments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNUY,  it  was 

Ordered,  Thit  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  inform  the 
President  of  (he  United  States  and  the  House  of  R^pre- 
sentalives  that  the  Senate  have  elected  ihe  Hun.  Wil- 
L11M  R.  KtMO  their  President  pro  tern. 

.  TREASURY  CIRCULAK. 

The  bill  deaignatif^  and  limiting  the  funds  which 
■hall  be  receivable  in  payment  for  the  public  revenues 
was  taken  up,  being  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  SF.VIRR  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  until  Monday,  fur  the  purpose  of  go- 
ing on  with  the  land  bill;  which  motion  was  loti :  Ayes 
13,  noea  not  counted. 

Mr.  WALKKR  then  rose  and  said:  Before  replying  to 
the  indictment  preferred  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Miatouri,  [Mr.  RsiTT»ir,]  against  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  it  is  pnmer  to  recur  to  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances under  which  this  controversy  originated.  At  an 
early  period  of  (he  session,  the  Benatur  from  Uhin, 
[Mr.  F.wtito,]  introduced  a  resolution  to  rescind  the 
Treasury  order.  This  resolution  was  very  fully  dis- 
cussed, and  eapeeially  by  the  Senator  from  Misaouri, 
[Mr.  BtirroM,]  but  Mr.  W.  had  taken  no  part  in  (hia 
discussion. 

In  Ihe  prt^ress  of  the  debate  upon  the  resolution  of 
the  Srnalor  from  Ohio,  a  substitute  was  ofTt-red,  aa  an 
amendment,  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Hr.  Rivts.] 
This  substitute  was  advocated  by  that  Senator,  as  in 
consonance  with  the  P^-esidenfa  recommendation,  to 
render  the  kgialalion  of  Congresa  in  (he  collecdon  of 
the  federal  revenue  auxiliary  to  the  auppression  of  all 
notes  of  a  smaller  denuminatum  than  twenty  dollars,  and 
a  consequent  enlargement  of  the  cirailation  of  gold  and 
silver.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  had  regaraed  the 
Treasury  order  aa  a  temporary  measure,  to  meet  a  pres- 
sing emei^ncy,  and  as  having  in  a  great  degree  per- 
formed its  ofBce. 

Mr.  W.  had  still  refrained  from  embarking  in  the  dis- 
cussion upon  thiaquestinn.  Several  Senators,  however, 
had  expreaaed  their  opinions,  and  great  difficulties  appear* 
ed  to  be  presented  against  any  satisfactory  adjuatment  of 
this  question.  Under  these  circumstances,  several  Sen- 
ators, now  within  the  auund  of  his  voice,  had  proposed  to 
him  (Mr.  W.)  to  refer  both  resolutions  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands.  To  this  reference,  Hr.  W.  said,  he 
had  at  first  objected,  upon  the  grounds  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  waa  engaged  in  the  laborious  exam- 
ination of  another  question,  aiHl  (hat  Ihe  subject  of  dea> 


ignating  the  funds  receivable  for  the  public  dues  be- 
longed more  appropriately  to  the  CommittreonFinsnce. 
irpon  further  contiilution,  however,  with  several  Sena- 
tora  friendly  to  the  administration,  Mr.  W.  had  at  fei^k 
reluctantly  assented  to  the  proposed  refierence,  whidi 
waa  accordingly  made  by  the  vo(e  of  the  Senite,  incls' 
ding  that  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Birrox.) 
No  other  report  than  that  which  was  made,  so  hr  u  Mr. 
W.  waa  concerned,  could  ha*e  been  anticipated;  for  to 
every  Senator  with  whom  Mr.  W.  bad  conterseil,  he 
had  rxpressed  his  concurrence  in  the  provisions  mbitsn- 
lially,  of  (he  resolution  of  the  Senator  fi*om  Virginis,  [Mr. 
UivKSi]  and  at  the  hat  sesnon,  when  the  SeMtnr  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Biaroa]  introduced  a  resolution  requi. 
ring  payments  of  the  public  lands  in  gold  and-Klrer  onljr, 
the  Senate  would  well  recollect  that  he  (Hr.  W.)  had 
then  expressed  his  opposition  to  that  resolution,  and  so 
had  a  majority  of  the  Senators  now  composing  the  Con- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands.    When,  then,  (he  Senator  firoii 
Missouri  voted  for  (his  reference,  he  could  not  juitl; 
have  anticipated  any  other  report  than  that  which  vm 
made  by  the  committee.   Why,  then,  did  the  Seaitcr 
from  Uiaaouri  vole  for  thia  reference,  and  then  dea«unee 
the  committee  for  making  the  only  report  which  be 
could  have  expected,  in  conformity  with  thrir  pre?iotii- 
ly  avowed  opinions.'   Hr.  W.  said  it  became  his  duty, 
as  chairman  of  this  committee,  and  as  their  organ,  to  tt- 
port  a  bill  containing  substantially  (he  provinons  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia.    Again,  the 
subject  had  been  discussed  In  (he  Senate,  but  Mr.  W. 
had  not  participated  in  the  defamtei  and  the  bill,  bjr  a 
large  majority,  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading!  and  now,  when,  by  theuausi  lules  of  parliament- 
ary debate,  (he  contest  might  well  be  considered  as  ter- 
minated, the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Hr.  BiavoH,]  br- 
fore  the  vote  on  the  final  passage,  had  made  a  very  elab- 
orate argument  against  the  measure.   To  all  (his  Mr. 
W.  would  make  no  objection;  but  when  that  Senstsr, 
having  exhausted  Ihe  argument,  or  having  none  to  nlTcr, 
had  indulged  in  violent  and  intemperate  denunciaiioo 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  of  the  report 
made  by  him  as  their  organ,  Hr.  W.  could  not  withbnIJ 
the  expression  of  his  wrprise  and  astonishment.  Mr. 
W.  said  it  was  his  good  fortune  to  be  upon  (erins  of  the 
kindeat  personal  mtercourse  with  every  Senator,  and 
these  friendly  rehtiona  should  not  be  interrupted  bjrsnjr 
aggrei^on  upon  hia  part.    And  -now,  Hr.  W.  said,  be 
called  upon  tlie  whole  Senate  to  bear  witness,  u  he  ra 
aure  they  all  cheerfully  would,  that  in  this  eontrorertf 
he  waa  not  (he  aggressor,  and  that  nothing  had  been 
done  or  said  by  him  to  provoke  the  wrath  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  unless,  indeed,  to  differ  from  him  in  op>>^ 
ion  upon  any  subject  consti(u(ed  an  ofTenoe  in  the  nino 
of  that  Senator.    If  such  were  the  views  of  thatgeatle- 
man,  if  he  was  prepared  to  immolate  every  Senator  aha 
would  not  worship  the  same  images  of  gohl  and  nl*'' 
which  decorated  the  political  chapel  of  the  honorable 
gentleman,  Hr.  W.  wu  fearful  that  the  Senator  fron 
Miasouri  would  do  execution  upon  every  member  of  (ha 
Senate  but  himself,  and  be  left  here  alone  in  his  gloiT- 
Mr.  W.  said  he  recurred  to  the  remarks  of  the  Srnalor 
from  Hissouri  with  feelings  of  regret,  rather  (hen  of  «• 
ger  or  excitement;  and  that  he  could  not  but  hop*,  t»| 
when  the  Senator  from  Hiawuri  had  calmly  refleclw 
upon  thia  aubjeet,  he  would  himself  see  mudi  to  ref<T' 
in  Ihe  coursene  had  puraued  in  relatioo  to  the  CofflHHV' 
tee  on  Public  Lands,  and  much  to  recall  that  he  bafl 
uttered  under  feelings  of  temporary  excitement.  Sir, 
(said  Hr.  W.,)  being  deeply  solicitous  to  P'*^'*^!!^ 
broken  the  ranks  of  the  democratic  party  in  this  viaj, 
participating  wiih  the  people  in  grateful  reeolkelwnoi 
the  diaiinguished  services  rendered  '^Mllf5^^''/',VlZ 
Missotiri  to  Ihe  democraey^of  iheUrtW^wiW 


621 


OF  DEliATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


622 


Jaw.  28,  1837.]  Treatury  CiraUar.  [Sxitatb. 


by  rrany  of  Ibe  renurki  tnwle  by  that  Senator  on  tliis 
Hibjeci. 

[Mr.  Bbvtph  liere  rose  from  hii  chair,  and  dcmand- 
edf  witb  much  warmth,  that  Mr.  Walkik  ihould  not 
pttB  by  one  of  them.  Mr.  W.  asked,  What  one^  Mr. 
B.  rcplred,  in  an  angry  tone.  Not  one,  sir.  Then  Mr. 
W.  Mjd  he  would  examine  them  all,  and  in  a  spirit  of 
perrect  freedomi  that  he  would  endeavor  to  return  blow 
for  blowt  and  that.  If  the  Senator  from  Missouri  desired, 
as  it  appeared  he  did,  an  angry  controversy  with  hinn,  in 
all  itfl  consequences,  m  and  out  of  tbii  House,  be  couM  be 
gratified.] 

Sir,  («aid  Mr.  W.,^  why  has  the  Senator  from  Htssoa- 
ri  asHuled  the  Committee  on  Public  Landa,  and  himself, 
as  its  humble  organ?  He  was  not  the  author  of  this  meas- 
ure, so  much  denounced  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
no^had  he  said  one  word  upon  the  subject.    The  meas- 
ure originated  with  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Biraa.]  He  was  the  author  of  the  measure,  and  had  been, 
and  still  wa*,  its  able,  xealoui,  and  successful  adrocate. 
Why,  then,  had  the  Senator  from  Misaouti  ainiled  him, 
(Mr.  W.,)  and  permitted  the  author  of  the  measure  toes- 
I     cape  unpunished^   Sir,  are  the  arrows  which  appear  to 
be  aimed  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  at  the  humble 
oigan  of  the  Committee  on  Public  lands,  who  reported 
this  bill,  intended  to  inflict  a  wound  in  another  qnarterf 
I      la  one  Senator  Ibe  appnrent  object  of  assault,  when 
I     another  is  desigtwd  as  the  real  victim.'   Sir,  when  the 
j     Senator  from  Masouri,  without  mv  provocation,  like  a 
thunderbolt  from  an  unclouded  sky,  broke  upon  the 
!     Senate  in  a  perfect  tempest  of  wrath  and  fur)-,  bursting 
■pon  hu  poior  hesd  like  a  tropical  tornado,  did  he  in- 
tend to  sweep  before  the  avenging  storm  another  indi- 
vidual more  obnoxious  to  liis  censured 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  the  Senator  from  Missouri  has 
Ibrice  repeated  the  prayer,  **  God  save  the  country  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;"  but  Mr.  W.  fully  be- 
lieved that  if  the  prayer  of  the  couutty  could  be  heard 
within  theie  walk,  it  would  be,  God  save  us  from  the 
wUd,  v'wonary,  ruinous,  and  impracticable  schemes  of 
the  Senator  of  Missouri,  for  exclusive  gold  and  silver 
currencyt  and  such  is  not  only  the  prayer  of  the  coun* 
I  try,  but  of  the  Senate,  with  scarcely  a  dissenting  voice. 
Sir,  if  the  Senator  from  Missouri  could,  by  his  mandate, 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  President,  here- 
tofore expressed,  sweep  from  existence  all  the  banks  of 
the  States,  and  ettabliah  bis  exclusive  constitutioiial  cur- 
reney  of  gold  and  silver,  he  would  bring  upon  this  coun- 
try scenes  of  ruin  and  disttreas  without  a  parallel — an  Im- 
mediate bankruptcy  of  nearly  every  debtor,  and  of  al- 
most every  creditor  to  whom  large  amounts  were  due, 
a  prodigious  depreciation  in  the  price  of  all  property 
and  all  products,  ami  an  immediate  ceasalion  by  States 
and  individuals  of  nearly  every  work  of  private  enter- 
prise or  public  improvement.  The  country  would 
IM  idtoItmI  in  one  universal  bankruptcy,  and  near 
tbe  grave  of  the  nallon'a  prosperity  would  perhaps 
repose  tbe  scattered  fragments  of  those  great  and 
glfNrKNis  institutions  wbidi  give  happiness  to  millions 
here,  and  hopes  to  millions  more  of  disentbralment  from 
de^Kilic  power.  Sir,  in  resistance  to  tbe  power  of  the 
Baak  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  oppoution  to  the  re-estab' 
fisbnent  of  ain'  similar  institution,  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri would  find  Mr.  W.  with  bimt  but  he  eouM  not 
enfiat  as  a  recruit  in  this  new  cruaade  against  tbe  banka 
of  his  own  and  every  other  State  in  the  Umon.  Theae 
institutions,  whether  for  good  or  evil,  are  created  by  the 
States,  cherished  and  sustained  by  them,  in  many  cases 
owned  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  Slates,  and  closely  uni- 
ted with  their  prosperity;  and  what  right  have  we  to  de- 
stroy tbcm^  What  right  had  he,  a  humble  servant  of  the 
people  of  Hisrissippi,  to  say  to  his  own,  or  any  other 
State,  your  State  legislation  it  wrong—your  State  initi* 


tutions,  jrour  State  banks,  mutt  be  annihilated,  and  we 
will  legislate  here  to  effect  this  object.  Are  we  the 
masters  or  servants  of  the  aovereign  States,  that  we  dare 
speak  to  tbem  in  language  like  thit—that  we  dare  at- 
tempt to  prostrate  here  U»>«e  institutions  which  are  cre- 
ated and  maintained  by  those  very  States  which  we  rep- 
resent on  this  floor?  These  maybe  the  opinions  enter- 
tained by  some  Senators  of  their  duty  to  the  States  they 
represent,  but  they  were  not  his  (Mr.  W's)  views  or  his 
opinions.  He  was  sincerely  desirous  to  co-operate  with 
bia  State  in  limiting  any  dangerous  powers  of  the  banks, 
in  enlarging  the  circulation  of  gold  and  silver,  and  in 
suppressing  the  small-note  currency,  so  as  to  avoid  that 
explosion  which  was  to  be  apprehended  from  excesnve 
issues  of  bank  paper.  But  a  total  annihilation  of  all  the 
banks  of  his  own  State,  now  possessing  a  chartered  cip- 
ilal  of  near  forty  millions  of  dollarir,  would,  Mr.  W. 
knew,  produce  almost  universal  bankruptcy,  and  waa 
not,  he  believed,  anticipated  by  any  one  of  his  coiistit- 
eots. 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  tells  us  that  this  meas- 
ure of  the  committee  is  a  repeal  of  the  constitution,  by 
authorizing  the  receipt  of  paper  money  in  revenue  pay* 
menti.  Ir  so,  then  the  constitution  never  has  bad  an  ex- 
istence; for  tbe  period  cannot  be  deugnated  when  pa- 
per money  waa  not  so  receivable  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. This  species  of  money  waa  exprei^ty  made 
receivable  for  the  public  dues  by  an  act  of  CtHigreas, 
passed  immediately  alter  the  adoption  of  the  conatitu- 
tion,  and  which  remained  in  force  until  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  eleven.  It  was  so  received,  as  a  matter  of  prac- 
tice, from  eighteen  hundred  and  eleven  until  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixteen,  when,  again,  by  an  act  of  Congress 
then  passed,  and  which  has  just  expired,  it  was  so  au- 
thorized to  be  received  during  all  that  period.  Now, 
although  these  acts  have,  expired,  there  is  that  which  is 
equivalent  to  a  kw  still  in  force,  expressly  aotboriaing 
the  notci  of  tbe  apecie  paying  banks  of  the  States  to  ha 
received  in  revenue  payments.  It  is  the  joint  reioluUon 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  sixteen,  adopted  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  approved  by  President  Madi- 
aon.    That  joint  rcaolution  is  in  these  words: 

"  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  here- 
by ia,  required  and  directed  to  adopt  such  measures  ar 
he  may  deem  necessary  to  cause,  aa  soon  as  may  be,  all 
duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  be- 
coming payable  to  tbe  Onited  States,  to  be  eoUccted 
and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  Slates,  or 
Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  as  by  law  provided  and  declared,  or  in  notes  of 
banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the 
said  legal  currency  of  the  United  Stalest  and  that,  from 
and  after  tbe  30lfa  day  of  February  next,  no  such  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  accruing  or  becoming 
payable  to  the  United  Slates  aa  aforesud,  ought  to  be 
collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in  the  tegal  cur- 
rency of  tbe  United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notea 
of  the  Dank  of  tbe  United  States,  or  lo  ntiies  ot  banks 
which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal 
currency  of  the  United  Slates. 

Commenting  upon  this  resolution,  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  in  bts  speech  of  December  lari,  declared: 

**This  is  the  law,  conlinaed  Mr.  Benton,  and  nothing 
csn  be  plainer  than  tbe  right  of  selection  which  it  gives 
to  the  Secretary  uf  the  Treasury." 

*'  The  words  of  the  law  are  clean  the  practice  under 
it  has  been  uniform  and  uninterrupted  from  the  d.ile  of 
its  passage  to  the  present  d^y.  For  twenty  year*,  and 
under  three  Presidents,  all  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treas- 
ury have  acted  alike.  Each  has  made  selections,  per- 
mitting the  notes  of  some  specie-paying  banks  to  be  re- 
ceived, and  forbidding  others.*'         v-v^-vi^  I  ^ 

Hera  this  Joint  reaoluthaiFi^fdiiaiAtttra^V^ Venator 
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from  Minouri  to  be  **  the  Imw^**  and  tbat  the  practice 
under  it  bM  been  uniform  to  receive  the  notes  of  ipecie- 
paying  bankf.  ir^  then,  to  authorise  the  reception  of 
the  nOtea  of  ipecie-paying  banks  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lie  duel  be  a  violation  of  the  conilitution',  it  ia  obTiMs 
that  the  conatitution  nPTer  haa  bad  any  exUtenee,  except 
in  the  golden  vision*  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Hia- 
Bouri.  Sir,  what  more  ia  done  by  the  bill  reported  from 
the  Committea  on  PubFic  Ltndi^  and  now  trdenA  to  be 
enitRWsed  by  the  Senate,  than  had  been  alreadjr  •ecom' 
plisbed  by  the  Jobit  residution  of  181fi>  Thk  bill,  as 
tbutengroMcd,  ia  as  follows: 

**  An  act  deiignating  and  rttniting  the  funda  reeeivabte 
for  the  revenues  of  the  United  Statcf. 

"Beitaiaeled  bg  the  Senate  and  Sinm  of  RtpetMtnta- 
tiam  of  Me  Umted  SKofes  of  America  in  CMgm$  OMaem- 
bbd.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  1'reaaury  be,  and  here* 
by  if,  required  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  to  ciTect  a  collection  of  the  public  revenue 
of  the  United  Slates,  whether  ariaing  from  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  sales  of  lands,  in  the  manner  and 
on  the  principles  herein  provided:  that  is,  tbat  no 
auch  duties,  taxrs,  debt%  or  sums  of  mooey,  payable  for 
hnds(  shall  be  eoileeted  or  reeeired  otfacrwise  than  in 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  In  notes  of 
hanks  which  are  payable  and  paid  oh  demand  in  the  aaid 
legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  under  the  following 
restrictions  and  conditions  in  regard  to  such  notes,  to 
wit:  from  and  aAer  the  passage  of  (his  act,  the  notea  of 
no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circulate  billa  or  notes  of 
a  leaa  denomination  than  five  dollars  shall  be  received 
on  acGoimt  of  the  public  duesi  and  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine,  the  nolOB  of  no  bank  which  shall  issue  or  circqlate 
billa  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  ten  dotlara  shall 
be  ao  receivable)  and  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
December,  one  thoMand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one, 
the  like  prohibition  ahsll  f>e  extended  to  the  notes  of 
all  bank*  issuing  bills  or  iwles'ef  a  leas  denomination  than 
twenty  dollara.  .  . 

*•  Sic.  3.  Jndbe  it  furthtr  enacted.  That  no  notes  shsH 
be  received  by  the  oollectora  or  receivers  of  the  puUie 
money  which  the  banks  in  which  they  are  to  he  deposit- 
ed  ^all  not,  under  the  aupervision  and  control  of  the 
Secrelsry  of  the  Treasury,  agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of 
the  United  States  aa  cash:  Provided,  Thai  if  any  depoa- 
ite  bank  shall  refose  to  receive  and  pass  to  the  credit  of 
the  United  States,  as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under 
the  provisions  uf  this  act,  which  said  bank,  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  business,  receives  on  general  depoaite, 
(he  Secretary  of  the  Trearary  is  hereby  authorized  to 
withdraw  the  public  deposites  from  said  bank." 

NoWythe  principal  d  fTerenoe  between  the  provisions 
of  Ibis  bill  and  the  jwnt  reaolution  of  1816  consists  in  the 
exclusion  by  the  bill  of  notes  of  small  denominations  from 
revenue  payments.  Vet  the  Senator  from  Histouri 
would  leave  the  naolulim  of  ISM  in  full  force,  unre- 

Ki|ed><t»»HKlifted,.and  yet  objects  to  the  measuro  now 
fore  us.  TtM  Senator  from  Missouri  would  have  re- 
main in  foroe  a'  resolution  of  Congress,  by  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may,  at  bis  dibcreiion, -receive 
for  the  public  dues  bank  notea,  even  of  one  dollar)  and 
yet  he  objects  to  a  measure  by  which  thut  discretion  is 
limited  to  (he  receipt  uf  notes  uf  the  higher  denumina- 
tioflSi  By  the  resululion,  aa  it  ataiwls,  the  Secretary  uf 
the  Treasury  may  collect  the  whole  public  revenue  in 
bank  papert  by  the  bill,,  as-  proposed,  a  portion  of  the 
public  dues  must  be  collected  in  gold  and  mlvert  and  yet 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  objects,  and  denounces  (he 
oteasure  as  a  repeal  of  the  constitution,  by  authorizing 
the  payment  of  the  public  dues  in  bank  paper,  as  if  it 
were  not  authorized  already  by  tfie  joint'  resolution  of 


1816,  whidi,  aa  regards  the  castooH^  k  ontmiebed  evea 

by  the  Treasury  order.  Strange  iocunsistency!  ntwa. 
Isr  delusion!  But  haa  it  come  lo  this:  tbst  Conpe«bss 
surrendered  an  unlimited  discretion,  m  regards  the  fuixfa 
receivable  for  the  public  dues;  into  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  Af  the  Treasury,  and  must  not  now  interfetef 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senator  front  Missoun,  it  Is 
all  ri|^t  tbat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  paa> 
seas  the  discretionary  power  of  receiving  or  rejectinf 
bank  paper  in  payment  of  the  publtcduest  of  diseriniM* 
ting  between  difTcrent  indivtdi»ls  and  diflTerent  bnacht* 
of  the  public  revenuei  uf  putting  up  snd  patting  dowB 
bank  paper  at  his  pleaaure— bat  that  for  Congress  to  inter- 
pose  and  define  or  limit  that  diacretion  is  a  violstioa  of 
the  constitution.  That  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  rewidata  the  currency  at  his  pleasure,  and  put  op  ho 
put  down  State  banks  and  their  paper,  is  all  ri^htibvtltet 
fur  Congress  to  Jtotit  and  de^ne  bis  power,  in  ihcK  re< 
spects,  is  uncoostiluttOQal.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treat' 
ury,  tbeni  must  be  above  Congress,  and  above  the  eon< 
stitutiun,  possesung  an  omnipotent,  unchangeable,  irre- 
versible power  on  tbis  subject.  Is  not  the  SenKeti- 
tounded  by  the  avowal  and  advocacy  of  such  doctrtaei 
upon  this  flooi^-doGlrtncs  worthy  of  the  Polignaes  of 
Frsnce,  and  of  the  Stuarts  of  England,  but  whol^  in- 
compatible with  the  genius  of  oi|r  institutions,  snd  dhed- 
ly  contradictory,  as  shall  be  shown  hereafter^  IQ  ibt 
opinions  upon  this  subject  of  our  patriotic  President' 
Are  the  American  people  prepared  (o  sustitin  these  doC' 
trines — doctrines  which  are  esseniially  monarchicsl,  which 
take  from  Congress  all  power  over  tliis  subject)  which 
deny  their  authority,  the  authority  of  tbe  reptetentativu 
of  the  people  and  of  the  Stales,  and  ere.ct  tbe  Secretary 
of  the  Treaaucy  into  a  dictatw,  whose  inandatcs^e  wtf 
notcontrol  or  alterf  Sir,  if  the  Secretary  of  theTresiBrr 
may  thus  abol>sh  our  power  on  this  subject,  and  render 
it  unconstitutional  for  us  to  interfere  wilh  his  or^it,  i 
why  may  not  every  other  Secretary  of  every  other  De* 
partment  claim  similar  power  and  the  same  exmpliva 
from  our  control  f  Such  ductrines  are  the  very  eiseocs 
uf  despotism,  and  now  for  the  first  time  have  Ihey  bees 
openly  avowed  upon  Ibis  floor  and  in  this  cousiiT> 
Tell  me  not,  then,  that  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  nsy 
receive  or  reject  bank  paper  at  hia  pleasurei  iasy  n* 
ceive  it,  as  be  now  doer,  for  cuatoms,  and  rrject  it  in 
payment  of  the  public  lands)  and  (hat  it  is  uncoiiMita- 
tional  for  Congresa  to  regulate,  define,  and  limit,  ibst 
discretion.  Standing  upon  the  broad  basis  of  (be  cm- 
stitution,  he  would  resist  such  do<;trin^a;  for  they  can 
only  be  maintained  by  a  total  overthrow  of  ir^t  gofer*' 
ment,'  and  tbe  establishment  of  arbitrary  and  despoUc 
power. 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  tells  us  that  beoltieclt 
to  tbe  bill  of  the  committee  as  an  act  of  Congr»s|-*bes 
it  should  have  been  a  resolution.  Sir,  does  tbat  SkiMK 
contend  tha^  in  directions  giVen  by  Congress  te  ths 
Secretary  ot  the  Treasury,- as  regardsMbe  funds  rccei'*' 
ble  for  the  pt^bhc  dues,  there  is  any  distinction  betvcea 
a  As  if  snaeUd,  and,  tbe  it  rtaoktd,  by  the  Coagress  •» 
the  Umted  StatesV  The  conhtttotion  premlbesMW*  ^ 
UmOi  and  recogniaea .  no  such  distioelion.  It  rtqovts 
joint  resolutions,- except  for  fdjournment,  as  well  m 
hiws,  lo  be  approved,  by  the  Pjresident;  and  when  tli« 
is  done,  they  have  the  same  obli|(story  energy  in  lin»l- 
ing  and  directing  the  acts  uf  our  public  agents.  8i)^ 
when  tbe  Senator  from  Missouri  urged  this  new  objec-  | 
lion,  he  seemed  to  have  forgotten  his  speecli  of  Decca* 
ber  last,  in  which,  when  commenting  upon  the  }oim 
resolution  of  1816,  he  declared  "this  is  the  la«t' .t|i» 
now  that  Senatur  wuuld  have  us  believe  tbat  a  jw« 
reaolutiun  is  not  equivalent  to  a  law  of  Congress.  Bm 
if  there  be  this  distinction  btMta  a  law^  a  joiat 
resolution,  in  iupp€^^,#jj.lQacr(»^?e"'«'''P" 
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which  ihe.SenaiOT  rrom  Mitsouri  now  relief,  ii  shaH  be 
■hown,  berore  tli«  cIom  of  this  addreu,  that  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  has  hinueir,  within  llie  last  twelve  monthf, 
proposed  lawf,  and  amendments  to  lnws,  ezpresBly  au- 
Ihorizinj;  the  receipt  of  bank  p^er  in  payment  of  the 
public  duel;  and,  consequently,  if  his  own  argument  be 
true*  bas  propoied  a  repeul  of  the  conatttutiun.  Before, 
however,  proceeding  lo  thia  branch  of  the  subject,  let 
me  atk,  if  ihe  receptton  of  bank  paper  in  payment  of 
the  public  dues  be  a  violittion  of  the  constitution,  then 
not  only  bare  Congresa,  but  this  adminial ration,  and 
every  one  that  preceded  it,  uniformly  violated  the  con- 
atitution.  Down  to  tlie  period  of  the  Treasury  order 
of  July  last,  tliia  administration  has  constantly  received 
bank  paper  in  payment  of  the  federal  revenue,  and  is 
■till  receiving  it,  even  under  the  Treasury  order,  in 
payment  of  cusloms.  The  argument,  then,  nf  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  ia  a  bitter  denunciation  of  the  whole 
course  of  tlte  President  on  this  subject  preceding  the 
Treasury  order,  and  it  is  also  a  denunciation  of  the  prin- 
cipica  of  that  order,  so  far  aa  it  doea  not  exclude  bank 
paper  in  payment  of  cusloms.  The  administraiion  is 
now  receiving  bank  paper  in  payment  of  customs,  and 
no  change  on  Ihli  subject  is  proposed  by  the  Presidentf 
uul  yet  the  Senator  from  Misaouri  tells  us,  that  for  Con- 
greaa  to  Kuthoriae  the  reception  of  bank  paper  in  pay* 
ment  of  Ihe  public  dues  ia  lo  repeal  the  constitution. 
Here  U  conclusive  evidence  that  the  Senator  from  Mia* 
aouri  gr>es  far  beyond  the  views  of  the  President  upon 
this  subject.  But  the  Senator  Irom  Missouri  objects  to 
the  proviso  of  the  bill  Introduced  by  the  OommiUee  on 
Public  Lands,  aulhoriaiiig  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  withdraw  the  deposites  from  any  bank  which  refuses 
to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  as  cash,  the 
notes  of  sucli  specie-paying  banks,  receivable  under 
this  bill,  as  tlte  hank  receives  on  general  deposite.  This 
proviso  is  a  whuleaome  restriction  upon  the  abuse  of 
power  by  the  deposite  hanks.  It  will  curtail,  and  was 
intended  to  curtail,  the  power  of  the  deposite  baiiks. 
It  will  arrest  an  odioua  monopoly,  by  preventing  the 
depowte  banka  from  making  tbeir  notes  the  only  paper 
receivable  for  the  public  duest  thus  rendering,  fui  all 
practical  puiposea,  the  paper  of  these  banks  the  only 
currency  of  the  Federal  Government,  to  the  manifest 
inconvenience  of  the  people,  and  the  severe  oppresuon 
of  other  Slate  banks  equally  as  solvent  as  these  institu- 
tions. It  will  prevent  an  oligarchy  of  deposite  banks 
from  controlling  the  currency,  and  ezercistng  a  power 
over  the  prosperity  of  the  country  quite  as  despotic  as 
that  possessed  by  the  Bank  of  tlie  United  Stales.  If  we 
reject  this  proviso,  we  sbsll  only  have  disenllimlUd  the 
American  people  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States) 
CM  maatcr,  to  aubstitute  eighty  masiers{  a  combination 
of  which,  uncontrolled  by  this  proviso,  might  hold  in 
their  power  the  prosperity  of  thia  nation.  This  same 
power  was  confided,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the 
deposi'ies,  to  l^e  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  regards 
Ihe  Bank  of  the  United  Siatesi  and  the  existence,  as  well 
as  the  ezerciae,  of  this  power,  by  that  officer,  was  deem- 
ed, by  the  Senatttf  from  Uiasuuri,  most  wiae  and  saluta- 
ry. Yet  the  Senator  from  Miaaoiiri  bow  objccla  lo  this 
power,  and  says  be  would  nut  intniat  it  even  to  the  »d- 
ministration  of  the  President  or  of  his  successor.  In* 
deed!  The  Senator  from  Missouri  would  not  confide  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  necessary  power  to 
remove  the  public  moneya  from  any  deposite  bank,  thus 
abusing  ita  authority,  and  oppresvng  the  people,  in  ibe 
cootingeney  referred  lo  in  the  proviso;  and  yet  lie  would 
permit  tite  joint  resolution  of  1816  to  remain  unrepealed 
aiid  unmodtfieft,  by  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  , 
migbt,  at  bis  discretion,  regulate  tlie  whole  currency  of 
the  coonlry,  receive  or  reject  buk  paper  at  bis  option, 
change  and  reehange  bis  onJcra  upon  this  subject,  in- 
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Iroduce  or  exclude  the  currency  of  gold  and  silver,  and 
exercise  over  this  whule  subject  powers  unregulated 
and  uncontrolled.  Sir,  the  Senator  from  Missouri  stops 
at  the  molehill  of  thia  proviso,  whilst  he  surmounts  the 
mountain  which  rises  to  our  view,  upon  a  survey  of  the 
enormous  powers  which  that  Senator  would  intruat, 
without  any  regulation.  Into  the  handa  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  I'reasury. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  would  now  proceed  to  prove  that 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  had  himself  uriginally  pro- 
posed something  similar  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
which  he  now  denounces  aa  a  violation  of  Ibe  constitq- 
tioni  and  especially  that  he  had  directly  proposed,  by 
resolution  as  well  as  laws,  to  authorize  the  receipt  of 
bank  psper  in  payment  of  the  public  dues;  and,  until 
very  recently,  limited  bimsulf  to  the  exclusion  of  notes 
under  twenty  dollars,  as  proposed  by  (he  bill  of  the 
committee.  And,  first,  Mr.  W.  read  from  the  journals 
of  the  Senate,  under  date  of  the  9th  April,  1834,  as 
follows: 

"  The  following  motion,  submitted  by  -Mr.  Benton, 
was  considered: 

"  Retoltcd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the 
part  of  ihe  Senate,  jointly  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  pjrt  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  consider  and  report  to  the  Senate  and  to  Ihe 
House,  respectively,  what  alterations,  if  any,  are  neceS' 
aary  to  be  made  *  *  *  *  *  *  3.  In  the  joint  resolution 
of  1816,  (for  the  better  collection  of  the  revenue,)  so 
as  to  exclude  all  bank  notes  under  twenty  dollars  from 
revenue  payments  afler  a  given  period,  and  to  make  the 
revenue  system  of  the  United  Slates  instrumental  in  the 
gradual  suppression  of  the  small-note  circulation,  and 
the  introduction  of  gold  and  silver  fur  the  common  cur- 
rency of  the  country." 

Here  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri then  considered  the  joint  resolution  of  1816  as 
requiring  alterations  by  Congress,  so  as  <'to  exclude  all 
bank  notes  under  twenty  dollars  Irom  revenue  payments 
after  a  given  period."  Here,  then,  was  a  direct  propo- 
sition, hy  that  Senator,  to  do  precisely  what  Is  dene  by 
the  bill  of  Ihe  committee,  aa  regarda  the  exclusion  from 
revenue  payments  of  notes  only  "under  twenty  dol- 
lars." Why,  then,  does  the  Senator  now  denounce 
what  was  then  his  own  project  as  a  repeal  of  the  consti- 
tution? 

His  project  then  was,  not  as  it  now  is,  to  exclude  all 
but  gold  and  silver  Irom  revenue  payments,  and  cut  loose 
the  Federal  Government  from  the  paper  system,  but  (he 
very  reverse,  namely:  toauthorize  bank  notes  not  under 
twenty  dollars  to  be  received  in  revenue  payments. 
And  how  received*  Why.  by  regulations  (hen  propo- 
sed by  him,  to  he  made  by  ConKreS9->-by  alterations  of 
the  joint  resolution  of  1816.  The  honorable  Senator 
then  also  proposed  to  make  "the  revenue  system  of 
the  United  States  instrumentiil  in  the  gradual  suppres- 
sion of  the  small-note  circulation,  and  the  introduction 
of  gold  and  silver  for  the  common  currency  of  the  coun- 
try." The  terms  "common  currency,"  as  distinguished 
from  exclusive  currency,  are  italicized  in  the  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  and  the  suppresnon  ecO' 
fined  lo  **  the  small-note  circulation."  This  suppresnon 
of  *Mhe  small'iiote  circulation,"  of  notes  under  twenty 
dollars,  waa  to  be  efTtrcted  by  the  instrumentality  of  the 
revenue  system  of  the  United  States.  Now,  is  not  all 
(his  precisely  uliat  is  proposed  in  the  bill  of  the  com- 
mittee^ And  are  not  that  bill  and  this  rcsohition  of  the 
honorable  Senator  substantially  the  same'  Since  thia 
period,  a  great  revolution  appears  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  opinion  of  the  honorable  Scnutur,  both  u  regards 
q>ie&tion>  relating  to  the  currency  and  to  eonstilutionsl 
law.  Then,  ilut  Senator  was  sati^ft«d  to  encourage  the 
citcuklion  of  bsnk  notqi^|^iB|^jii^>@gli@^  ind 
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to  receire  thrm  in  revenue  paymenta.  Now,  nothing 
will  tnswer  hia  purpote  but  gold  and  ailvert  and,  to  au- 
tlioriie  any  thing  elae  to  be  received  in  revenue  pay- 
Mnts  ia denounced  aas  repeal  of  the  oonstilution!  If 
tliii  doelrine  be  true,  then  the  Senator  frani  Mtaiouri 
■tands  upon  the  Senate  journakaelf'Convictcd  of  an  at- 
tempt to  repeal  the  conalitution. 

But  the  Senator  from  Uiaaouri  haa  imbodied  the 
twenty-dollar  principle)  aa  connected  with  the  federal 
revenue,  in  an  act  of  Congreaa,  not  a  reaolution. 

-Ml.  W.  here  read  from  the  journala  of  the  Senate,  un- 
der date  of  the  6th  of  April,  1836,  aa  foUowai 

**  The  Senate  reaaned  the  dmuderation  of  a  bill  en- 
titled *  An  act  making  appropriatioiia  for  the  payment 
of  the  revolutionary  and  other  pen»{onera,'  ke.  The 
following  amendment*  propoied  by  Mr.  Benton,  being 
under  conaideration: 

Sxc.  ■— .  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  no  bank  note 
of  leaa  denomination  than  twenty  dollars  shall  hereafter  . 
be  offered  in  payment,  in  any  case  whatsoever,  in  which  i 
money  is  to  be  paid  by  the  United  SUtes  or  the  Post  Of.  ' 
ftce  Department  I  nor  shall  any  bank  note  of  any  denomi- 
nation be  so  offered,  unless  the  same  ahall  be  payable 
and  paid  on  demand.  In  gold  or  ailfer  coin,  at  the  place 
where  iaaued,  and  which  ahall  not  be  equivalent  to  specie 
at  the  place  where  offered,  and  convertible  into  jrold  or 
ailrer  upon  the  spot,  at  the  will  of  the  holder,  and  with- 
out delay  or  loss  to  him.** 

This  section  was,  oh  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
aiiisouri,  imbodied  in  the  act  of  Congreaa  referred  to, 
and  ia  now  the  law  of  the  land,  having  passed  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  received  theaanction  of  the' President. 
This  proviaion,  it  ii  true,  ia  confined  to  payments  by  (he 
United  States.  But  if  the  United  States,  under  this  law, 
■re  to  pay  out  bank  notea  not  under  twenty  dollars,  how 
can  thia  be  done  if  they  are  not  suthorized  to  receive  such 
noteaf  What  oould  be  more  contradictory  than  a  bill,  the 
flrat  seeliwi  of  which  ahould  autboriie  notes  not  under 
twenty  dollan  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
•eeond  section  of  which  should  prohibit  ihe  Unittd 
Stales  from  receiving  in  payment  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver?  How  could  the  United  Ststes,  by  law,  in  all 
lime  to  come,  pay  out  that  which  by  law  they  were  de- 
barred from  receiving  >  T^e  Senator  from  Miasouri, 
then,  baa,  by  law,  connected  the  Federal  Government 
with  the  paper  system.  This  section,  adopted  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Hisaourif  would  come  in  very 
properly  aa  an  additional  clause  In  the  bill  now  before  ust 
but  as  an  additional  proviso  to  the  bill,  which  shall  be 
quoted  hereafter,  proposed  by  that  Senator,  to  re-eslabliah 
a  currency  of  gold  and  silver  for  (he  Federal  Government, 
it  would  be  ridiculous  and  contradictory. 

Mr.  W.  stated  that  the  Senator  from  Hi»ouri  had  still 
farther  committed  himiclf  on  Ihisaubject.  He  had  not  only 
directly  countenanced  the  payment  of  the  rrdersl  reve- 
nue in  bank  notes,  but  bad  himself  proposed,  at  the  last 
session,  the  creation  by  Congress,  In  this  District,  of  new 
banks,  authorized  to  issue  notes  not  less  than  twenty  dnl> 
lars.  Mr.  W.  here  read  from  the  journals  of  the  Senate, 
und«>  date  of  the  4th  June,  1836,  aa  rollows: 

'*  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
eitesd  the  charters  of  certain  banka  in  the  District  of 
ColomUi. 

**  On  motion  of  Mr.  Benton  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
inalruetions  to  report  separate  bills  for  Ihe  incorpo- 
ration of  new  banks,  with  smsll  capitals,  adapted  to  the 
capacity  of  the  District  to  suitain  specie  banks,  and 
strictly  limited  to  the  business  of  Ihe  place;  the  said  in- 
eorporationa  to  contain,  among  other  provisions,  th^  fot 
lowing  principles:  4.  The  banks  to  issue  no  notes  of 
less  denomination  than  twenty  doltor*;  and  alt  nolea  of 
leaa  denomination  than  twenty  dollars,  by  other  banks,  to 
be  prdiibitedfromdreulstion  within  the  District  5.  All 


the  notea  and  paper  currency  iaaued  by  said  banks  to  be 
paid  in  gold  and  ailvert  one  half  of  either  at  the  option 
of  the  demander,  the  other  half  at  the  option  of  the 
bank." 

Now,  Nr.  W.  would  ask,  if  Congreaa  could  by  law  es. 
tablish  even  in  this  District  a  certain  number  of  btaki 
authorized  to  isiue  notes  of  a  eertun  denominstion.  caM 
it  not  exercise  the  smaller  power  of  suthorisinK  dte  re- 
ception of  bank  notes  in  revenue  payments?  But  (Mr. 
W.  said)  he  quoted  this  to  show  that  even  at  tbii  hie 
period  the  Senator  from  Hiasoori  was  not  preparedtode 
execution  on  all  banka  and  all  bank  paper.  There  were 
some  curious  nattera  connected  with  theae  propvitiaM 
of  the  Senator  from  Miaaouri.  Hia  fifth  prqiositini  re- 
quired **  all  notea  and  paper  currency  iaaued  by  aiid 
banka  to  be  paid  in  gold  and  ailvert  une  half  of  either  at 
the  option  of  the  demander,  the  other  half  at  the  opiioo 
of  the  bank;**  and  thia  same  provision  Ihe  honMsbleSe^ 
atoralao  proposed  to  apply  to  "the  deposite  banki, 
"in  consideration  of  being  made  or  continued depona- 
ries  of  the  public  moneys.**  Sir,  the  honorable  Beaator 
from  HisBouri  would  have  the  banks  pay  in  a  eurrencf 
better  than  that  required  by  the  conalitution.  By  tbt 
instrument,  gold  or  silver  is  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of 
debts,  and  a  bank  note  is  only  an  evidence  of  s  debt  *» 
by  the  bsnk  to  the  holder  of  the  notet  but  the  honorabls 
Senator  would  require  Ihe  banks  to  pay  their  notes  is 
gold  and  silver,  one  half  of  each  metal.  When  a  note 
of  a  thousand  dollara  ahall  be  preaeoled  loabankfilrf^ 
demption  in  apecie,  it  is  hoped  the  honorable  S**"?* 
*iH  not  require  thoae  of  teas  personal  prowew  than  IiiB' 
self  to  carry  away  five  hundred  dollara  in  aitver,  wb(n 
(he  bank  otherwiae  might  pay  the  whole  amount  in 
Such  equal  division  of  the  precious  meuls,  howeftr 
beautiful  in  theory,  would  be  moat  inconvenient  m 
practicei  and  if  the  honorable  Senator  is  so  eqaally  at- 
tached to  gold  and  rilver  as  to  be  resolved  M  baviag  ■ 
precisely  equal  circulation  of  each*  there  is  one  way 
which,  if  it  were  not  preaumptuoua,  Mr.  W.  JI^' 
ommend  to  hia  aerious  conMderalron.  It  wu  Ibis.  Tb*' 
Senator  took  great  delight  in  exhibiting  a  new  and  wx- 
lie  coin  of  his,  which  he  called  billon.  Mr.  W. 
be  pronounced  the  word  correctlyi  he  waa  sure 
ator  from  Hiasoori  did.    This  corn  waa  compoard  partly 


ance  of  copper,  a  very  inferior  nnetal,  not  rceofniiwy 
the  constitution  aaa  tender.  Now,  Mr.  W.  wouldwRf*' 
that  if  the  Senator  from  Miaaouri  would  ha»e  c«n«  • 
new  species  of  billon,  composed  of  gold  and  ww. 
precisely  one  half  of  each  in  value,  wouw  it  notsaiwff 
bis  purpose?  Mr.  W.  would  not  warrant  ibat  it««" 
anvwcr,  btrt  would  only  aiiggeat  it  to  the  constderstioe  pi 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  ss  a  aubstltute  f*' 
posed  Entire  equalisstion  of  the  circulation  of  S®Jf''r 
silver,  by  compelling  the  banks  to  redeem  tbwr  "^^t, 
one  half'^of  each  metal,  especially  aa  theae 
not  find  it  very  convenient  to  comply  with  ihea«  J*?? 
Mlions,  and  as  a  greater  quantity  of  one  meUl  than  «<  ^ 
other  might  find  Its  aray,  rnm  time  to  time,  *  "5 
country,  and  Ibua  destroy  this  metallie  cqollibma" 
the  howrable  Senator.  , , 

Thus  far  the  Senator  fhim  Hlsmri  seemed  to  bje 
confined  his  views  to  the  excluaion  of  notes  * 
dollars  in  revemie  payments.    But,  on  the  lOJ"."-";" 
last,  he  changed  hia  position,  and  introduced  tnto  "« 
Senate  the  lowing  bill; 

"  A  bUl  to  rc^bliah  the  onrrency  of  the  eoasiiwtio" 
for  the  Federal  Government. 

"Sett  mtaeUdhfUitA 
iivet  of  ihe  (MiMmiattii 
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hltdf  TiMt  iNUik  notes  «m]  paper  eurrener  of  ererjr  de* 
•ertptiiM  iImII  ceue  to  be  reeeired  of  (rfTered  in  pay- 
DMnt,  oa  account  of  Uie  United  Statei,  or  of  ibe  Post 
OBtcKt  or  In  feea  la  the  courts  of  the  United  SUtea,  aa 
Mkmi  of  iem  denomination  than  twenty  dolhra,  none 
»ftcr  the  3d  day  of  March,  1837;  of  leaa  denomination 
than  flfbr  doHtr*,  none  after  the  3d  day  of  March*  1836) 
of  lev  cienomination  than  one  hundred  dollars,  none  if- 
ter  the  3d  day  of  March,  1839)  of  less  denomination  than 
five  haodrcd  dolUra.  none  after  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1840|  of  less  denomination  than  one  thousand  dollars, 
noae  after  Ibe  3d  day  of  March.  1841;  and  none  of  any 
dettonanation  from  and  after  the  3d  day  of  March,  1 843. 

**  Sbc.  3.  dnd  be  itfwiker  tnaettdt  That  any  person 
holdiaK  an  appmnUnent  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
Statca,  and  any  bank  employed  to  keep  public  moneys, 
which  person  or  bank  shall  neglect,  evade,  violate,  coq< 
trnrene,  or  in  any  way  elude,  or  attempt  to  elude,  the 
pmisMms  of  this  acr,  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence  against 
the  laws;  and  the  person  so  offending  shall  be  liable  to 
be  disoiiaaed  from  the  service,  and  the  bank  so  offend* 
iaK  riMll,  on  aatisfaetory  inforantton,  be  diseoatiooed  aa 
a  depoaitory  of  publie  monws." 

And  here  Mr.  W.  would  remark  that,  by  this  bill, 
bank  notes  were  permitted  to  be  received  in  revenue 
paynenu  until  the  3d  of  March,  1843.  K,  then,  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Miisourt  be  correct,  that 
tp  antborize,  by  act  of  Congress,  the  receipt  of  bank 
aetea  iq  terenae  paymenta  be  a  repeal  of  the  eonatitu- 
tiea,  this  bill  of  tbe  hooocibte  Senator  abould  haye'  been 
ertitled  a  repeal  of  the  constitution  until  the  3d  of 
March,  1843.  The  provisionB  of  this  bill  were  some- 
vtut  remarkable.  All  bank  notes  under  twenty  dollars 
were  hnmedialely  excluded)  tbe  twenty-dollar  notra, 
being  the  next  greatest  violators  of  the  constitution,  were 
executed  in  March,  1837)  those  uf  fifty  dollars  in  March, 
1838(  those  of  (me  thousand  dollars  were  reprieved  till 
March,  1841;  and  In  March,  1843,  execution  was  done 
on  all  **  bank  notes  and  paper  currency  of  every  de> 
aofiption,"  and  "tbe  currency  of  the  constitution"  was 
re^nblisbed.  Now,  how  was  this  prodigious  revolu* 
lion  to  be  effected'  Why,  by  dismissing  from  office  any 
ofleer  of  the  Government  wlio  should  receive  or  offer  in 
payment  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver,  by  which  all  were 
to  be  excluded  but  converts  to  the  meuHic  currency  uf 
the  bontH^ble  Senator;  and  by  discontinuing,  as  a  deposi- 
tory of  tbe  publie  menajn^  any  bank  which  should  com- 
m£et  a  stmilar  ofTenoe.  Now,  does  any  Senator  believe 
that  any  bank  would  accept  tbe  depoaites  on  such  terms.' 
Ttiat  it  must  pay  out  the  public  moneys  in  nothing  but 
gold  and  allver,  and  transfer  the  precious  metals  from 
place  to  place,  tboomnds  of  miles,  at  the  will  of  the 
GoreraoeDt.  Recollect  that  not  only  "bank  notes," 
bat  also  **  paper  currency  of  erery  deaerlpthm,*'  la  ex- 
cluded by  this  bill;  and.  consequently,  bank  drMta  would 
b«  aa  efieotoally  rcAised  by  this  bill  aa  bank  notes.  In- 
dead,  the  ButborUy  to  reeeire  •*  funds,"  Eastern  or  Weit< 
em,  from  any  bank,  constitutes  one  of  the  Senator's  ob- 
jecttons  to  tbe  bill  of  the  committee.  Let  us  suppose, 
then,  that  the  Government  bM  two  millions  in  silver  at 
Natdies,  which  it  deures  st  four  difTerent  poinis,  each 
oae  Ibousand  milea  distant.  Will  it  transport  these 
wagon  loads  of  nlver  from  point  to  point,  where  tbe 
money  b  wanted  by  tbe  Govemment?  for,  reeollect  the 
Oovernmeot  must  have  the  hard  money,  for  it  ia  to  pay 
oat  as  well  as  receive  nothing  but  this,  la  thia  practi- 
cable, or  is  there  a  bank  in  the  Union  that  would  accept 
the  depoMteaon  such  terms  as  these?  The  banks  are  to 
be  continued  by  thia  bill  aa  depositories  of  tbe  public 
mooeyiS  as  the  fiscal  a|feats  of  the  GoremmcDt,  and  yet 
we  are  to  reject  the  paper  of  our  own  agents.  I'be 
amouBl  of  the  jHibHo  revenue  of  last  year  wh  ftiny^TeB 
aaUieaftof  dwara..  Now,  all  ttue  we  an  to  'mtruat  to 


the  custody  of  tbe  banks)  we  are  to  trust  them  to  the 
amount  of  forty-seven  millions  of  dollar^  and  yet  refiiaa 
to  receive  any  portion  of  their  papen  or,  in  ottier  words^ 
trust  them  for  forty.seven  millionB  of  dollara,  and  refuse 
them  credit  even  for  a  twenty-dollar  note.  We  are  first 
asked  to  employ  tbe  banks  as  fiscal  agents  and  then  set 
about  the  work  of  their  deatmetion.  Sir,  the  passage  of 
this  bill  would  insure  the  abandiHiment  of  the  depoKte 
bank  system;  and,  as  fiscal  agents  we  must  hare,  it  would 
insure  the  re*eatsb1iBhment  of  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  with  all  its  oppressive  powers.  And  here  let 
me  ask,  can  any  thio^  be  more  inconsistent,  as  well  as 
impracticable,  than  to  employ  the  State  banks  as  fiscal 
agents,  as  depodtoriea  of  the  publie  moneys,  and  yet  re- 
ject their  paper'  If  tt  be  unconstitutional  to  recehre one 
dollar  of  the  public  duea  in  the  paper  of  any  bank,  is  it 
not  equally  unconstitutional  to  make  these  unconstitu- 
tional banks,  issuing  ibis  unconstitutional  currency,  our 
fiscsl  agent!  for  the  whole  amount  of  our  revenue,  by 
bank  credits?  Under  our  deposite  bill,  when  we  con- 
fide money  to  a  deposite  bank,  have  we  not  previously 
taken  Us  bond  to  repay?  And  if  we  take  ita  bond,  w^ 
not  ita  papers  Sir,  to  carry  out  the  gentleman's  doc- 
trine, be  should  discard  the  deposite  banks  as  fiseal 
l^enti^  and  employ  hundreds  of  separate  individual 
agenta,  constantly  traversing  the  country  in  all  direc- 
tions, with  mules  or  wagons  loaded  with  gold  and  silver. 
Such  a  system,  and  to  this  it  would  come,  would  require 
an  army  of  agents  greater  than  our  whole  standing  army, 
to  receive,  tranafer,  snd  disburse,  tlie  f(»ty-aeven  railKtms 
of  gdd  and  silver,  tbe  amount  of  ibis  year's  federal  rev- 
enue* Soch  a  system  would  enlarge  the  patronage  and 
power  of  the  General  Government  to  an  almost  unlimit- 
ed extent,  and,  if  successful,  paralyze  the  State  Govern- 
ments, by  the  destruction  of  State  banks,  State  credit, 
and  Slate  institutions.  But  the  whole  system  is  imprac* 
ticabte;  and  it  is  time  that  the  country  should  know  that 
audi  is  the  opinion  of  tbe  whole  Senate,  with  the  single 
exception  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  himself.  Sir, 
that  Senator  may  rally  three  or  four  votea  againat  tbe 
bill  of  the  committee,  but  it  will  be  from  objectiona  to 
the  details  of  the  measure,  and  not  because  they  adopt 
the  opinions  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  on  this  subject. 
If  the  constitution  la  repealed  by  the  reception  of  bank 
notes  in  revenue  payments,  why  did  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  never  come  to  the  rescue  till  the  10(b  of 
June.  1836)  and  why  did  he  then  permit  tbe  seirion  to 
pssa  by  without  any  vote  upon  the  measure;  and  why 
has  he  not  reintroduced  it  at  this  session?  The  fact  is, 
and  the  country  should  know  it,  that  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  can  get  no  vote  for  this  bill  of  bis,  except  bia 
own.  Now,  at  this  moment,  he  may  bring  it  forward, 
or  at  any  period  of  tlie  aeswont  we  are  anxious  he  should 
do  SO)  and  all  we  ssk  is  a  vote  by  ayes  and  noea,  to  show 
tbe  American  people  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
standa  alone  on  this  subject.  Now,  the  measure  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  is  not  only  impracticable,  but  de- 
feata  the  preat  object  of  suppressing  the  smsll<no^  cur- 
rency, and  enlai^ng  the  circulation  of  gold  and  silver. 
The  Federal  Government,  aided  by  iia  revenue,  by  the 
depositories  of  its  money,  and  by  Slate  legislation,  might 
gradually  suppress  all  bank  notea  under  twenty  dollara, 
and  gold  and  sihrcr  would  then  necessarily  fill  the  vacu- 
um, and  constitute  tbe  common  currency  of  the  eountry 
in  Uie  ordinary  transaetions  between  the  dealer  and  con- 
sumer. This  would  disarm  tbe  Slate  banks  of  nearly  all 
power  to  do  evil,  arrest  excessive  issues  of  bank  paper, 
substitute  gold  and  silver  for  all  that  great  portion  of 
the  circuktion  of  banks  which  consists  of  notes  under 
twenty  dollars,  render  and  preserve  the  banks  sound  and 
aolvent,  our  currency  stable,  and  put  an  end  to  all  ap- 
prehension (tf  that  explosion  nS  thr^iaDa  nnieni  with 
whicb  many  believe  wttgicedAiMkjIirfiu^v:  Thia 
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wu  «  praciieal  reform  of  the  currency,  and  one  which 
(Mr.  W.ntd)  he  wi*  deeply  •oticiloua  to  see  efiecteili 
but  H  on  only  be  effected  by  the  eo-operalion  with  Con- 

Eress  orthe  Sittc  Lef  itiiiturea.  I'he  reform,  (oo,  muit 
e  by  grtdoil  Bod  MceeiiiTe  ttepa.  Thererore,  tlie  bill 
only  propoMd  the  refuni  of  the  fiveslollar  notea  arier 
the  30ih  December,  1839,  and  the  refaial  of  (he  ten-dol- 
Ur  notea  arter  the  30lh  December,  1841i  perioda  when 
Cong^eat  will  be  in  aeaaiom  ftnd  if  the  Slatea  will  not 
then  co>operate  with  ua  in  ihia  rerorm.  we  muat,  aa  the 
rtprefentativet  of  their  wialiea,  repekl  or  modify  ibe 
meaaure. 

But  will  the  iiMMure  of  the  Senator  from  Hiaaoim  ef- 
fect any  uaeful  piirpotef  Ilholda  out  to  the, State  banks 
noinduceraenta  to  auppreaa their  Hmall-note  currency,  it 
ia  a  declaration  of  war  by  this  Government  af-ainat  the 
people  of  the  Statea  and  the  banka  of  the  Statea.  It 
demandfl  that,  out  of  a  gold  and  ailver  currency  in  circu- 
lation, of  twenty-eight  miiliona,  (as  eatimated  by  the 
Sccretwy  of  the  Treaaury,)  we  ahould  pay  in  thii  cur- 
rency «  revenue  of  forty-aeven  milliona,  according  to 
the  receipts  of  this  year.  It  dcmanda,  then,  an  Imposai- 
bilily,  unless  an  explosion  of  the  State  banks  ia  created 
by  draining  them  of  their  apecie.  It  demands  that  this 
gold  and  ailver  b{>,  at  all  the  varioua  points  of  collection 
or  payment,  al  all  limea,  in  auflScient  quantities  to  make 
these  revenue  payraenis  and  disbursements  also.  It 
would  withdraw  gold  andsilver  from  general  circulation, 
and  confine  its  use  almost  wholly  to  revenue  payments 
and  diaburaements.  It  is,  finally,  an  cfTorl,  on  the  pari 
of  thia  Government,  to  render  all  the  notea  of  all  the  State 
banka  uncurrent  within  the  limila  of  the  Statea,  and  ia 
equivalent  to  a  demand  made  by  Congreas  upon  the 
State  banka  to  aurrendrr  their  chsrtera,  nr  upon  the 
Slate  Legislatures  to  repeal  themt  and  Mr.  W.  aaid 
he  had  never  been  authorized  by  the  State  of  Hiaaiaaippi 
to  demand,  in  their  name,  a  repeal  or  overthrow  of  any 
of  their  Stale  inaiiiutions.  To  the  extent  (hat  he  was  now 
willing  to  go,  Mr.  W.  aaid  he  bad  diatinctly  ezpreaaed 
himself  in  an  addreas  preceding  his  election:  in  favor  ol 
the  abandonment  of  the  small-note  currency,  in  favor  of 
receiving  ihe  notea  *'  fur  larger  amounts"  of  the  sol- 
vent State  banki,"  fur  "all  dues  to  the  National  Gov- 
ernment;" in  favor  of  the  enlargement  of  the  circulation 
of  gold  and  Mlver,  and  against  <*  an  exclusively  metHllie 
ourrency.'*  Mr.  W.  said,  having  been  elected  with  the 
open  avowal  of  these  doctrine%  he  hoped  h»  stood  not 
only  upon  the  basia  of  his  own  previously  expressed 
views,  but  also  upon  those  of  his  conalituentB,  in  sup- 
porting the  present  bill,  and  opposing  that  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Miaaouri. 

It  remains  now  to  be  ahown  (aaid  Mr.  W.)  that  this 
bill  is  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  policy  and  recom- 
mendation of  the  President,  and  is  similar  to  other  meas- 
ures which  have  received  his  sanction.  In  the  message 
of  December,  1834,  the  President  declared  as  fullows; 

**  The  State  banka  are  found  fully  adequate  to  the 
performance  of  all  aervices  which  were  required  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  quite  as  promptly,  and  with 
the  aame  cheapneaa. 

*•  The  attention  of  Congress  is  earneilly  invited  to  the 
regulation  of  the  depoaites  in  the  State  banka  by  law. 
Although  the  power  now  exercised  by  the  executive  de- 
partment in  thia  behalf  is  only  such  as  was  uniformly  ex- 
erted through  every  adminiblration,  from  the  origin  of 
'  the  Government  up  to  the  establishment  of  the  present 
bank,  yet  it  is  one  which  ia  susceptible  of  regulation  by 
law,  and  therefore  ought  ao  to  be  regulated.  Those 
inalituliona  liave  already  ahown  tbemaelvrs  competent  to 
purchase  and  furnish  dumealio  exchange  for  the  conve* 
nienee  of  trade,  at  reasonable  ratest  and  no  dnubt  is  en- 
teHa-ned  that  in  a  bhurt  perimi  all  the  wants  of  the  coun- 
try in  bank  acconmodationa  ami  exchange  will  be  sup- 


plied as  promptly  and  as  cheaply  as  they  have  heretofore 
been  by  the  Bank  of  Uie  United  Suies.  If  tke  seveni 
States  shall  be  induced  gradually  to  reform  their  bankiog 
ayatcms,  and  prohibit  the  iasue  of  all  small  notes,  we 
shall  in  a  few  years  have  a  currency  as  sound,  and  u  fit- 
tie  liable  to  fluctuations,  as  any  other  commercial  cotin- 
try." 

Here  are  several  facts  and  principles  disUnctly  staled 
by  the  Prendent.  First,  that  the  State  banka  cuuld  per- 
forro  all  the  services  required  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
SUtea.  Second,  that  the  depoeitei  in  the  Slate  bank) 
should  be  regulated  by  law,  and  as  Itltle  discrctioB  ure- 
gards  the  banks  left  with  ihe  Executive  u  possible. 
Thirdly,  the  recommendaliun  lo  the  States  uf  s  gradusi 
suppression  of  the  issue  of  amall  notes,  and  Iheexpm- 
sion  of  Ihe  opinion  that,  with  thia  ref»rm,  the  State  banks 
could  furnish  a  sound  currency.  Now,  all  thii  is  ia  ex- 
act concurrency  with  the  bill  of  Ihe  committee,  tnd 
reclly  contradictory  of  the  views  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri. So  far  from  desiring  the  destruction  of  the  Slate 
banks,  the  President  considered  their  services  inditpea* 
sable,  ss  depositories  of  the  public  moneys  and  fiicd 
agents.  So  far  from  opposing  regulations  by  Congre* 
on  this  subject,  and  reatrictinna  of  executive  power,  the 
President  distinctly  recommended  it.  So  fsr  from  de- 
airing  the  establishment  of  an  exctuaive  gold  and  silver 
currency,  and  the  exclusion  of  the  notea  of  all  Slate 
banka  from  revenue  paymenia,  the  Preudeot  deaired 
only  the  suppression  of  small  notes,  and  expressed  the 
opinion  that,  with  thia  reform,  the  State  banks  could  fiir* 
nish  a  sound  currency,  and  of  course  safely  and  proper- 
ly receivable  in  revenue  payments. 

Again,  in  tlie  message  of  December,  1635,  the  Presi* 
dent  declared  aa  followa: 

"  It  has  been  seen  that,  without  the  agency  of  a  gre^ 
moneyed  monopc^,  the  revenue  can  be  cotleciedt  and 
conveniently  and  aafely  applied  to  all  the  purpoaes  ol 
the  public  expenditure.  It  is  alao  ascertained  that,  in* 
stead  of  being  neeeaaarily  made  to  promote  the  eviii  of 
an  unchecked  paper  system,  the  management  of  the  rev- 
enue can  be  made  auxiliiry  lo  the  reform  which  the  U- 
friala'ures  of  several  of  the  States  have  already  commenceo 
in  regard  to  the  suppression  of  small  bills,  and  which  hii 
only  to  be  fostered  by  proper  regulations  on  the  part  of 
Congresa  to  secure  a  practical  return,  to  the  extent  re- 
quired for  the  security  of  the  currency,  to  Ihe  coniiit)i* 
tional  medium.  Severed  from  the  Government  as  polrt- 
ical  enginea,  and  not  ausceptible  of  dangerous  extenrun 
and  combination,  the  Stale  banks  will  not  be  tempteOi 
nor  will  they  have  the  power  which  we  have  seen  eier- 
cised,  to  divert  the  public  funda  from  the '^B'*''"***^"!^ 
poses  of  the  Government.  The  collection  and  w"*'^' 
of  the  revenue  being,  on  Ibe  contrary,  a  source  of 
to  them,  will  increase  the  security  which  the  StsksiH*- 
vide  for  a  faithful  execution  of  their  trusts,  by  mf""* 
plying  the  Bcrutiniea  to  which  their  operations 
counta  will  be  subjected.  Thus  disposed,  as  well  ttom 
interest  as  the  obhgatiopa  of  their  chartt  rs,  it  csnnot  be 
doubted  that  such  conditions  aa  Congress  may  aee  fit  lo 
adopt  reapecting  the  deposites  in  these  institutions,  vilB 
a  view  to  the  gradual  disuse  of  the  small  bilH  viU  bs 
cheerfully  complied  with;  and  that  we  shall  soon  gsia> 
in  place  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  a  practical  re* 
form  in  Ihe  whole  paper  system  nf  (he  eonntry-  ■f>.'7 
thia  policy,  we  can  ultimately  witneaa  the  soppre*«<* 
of  all  bank  billa  below  twenty  dollara,  it  is  apparent  that 
gold  and  ailver  will  take  their  place,  and  become  IM 
principal  circutatinJr  medium  in  the  common  buainCM  s« 
the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  country." 

Here  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  exclusion  of  tM 
notes  of  the  Slate  banka  from  revenue  payment*""*' 
the  rstabliahment  of  an  excloAc  jnelalUa  current' 
TTcre  pot  coatemplatalft^iedA^T 
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traryi  his  views  vere  limited  to  the  g^radunl  luppression 
miA  disute  **or»ll  btnk  bills  below  twenty  dollnrs,?  si 
the  only  true  praclickl  reform  *•  uhimately"  to  be  tccnm- 
pllahed.  And  how  did  the  President  propose  tccom- 
plishing  this  reform?  Why,  by  luch  regulslions,  by  Con- 
gress, in  the  management  of  the  revenue  and  custody  of 
the  depoeitei*  as  would  prove  auxiliary  to  State  lef^isla- 
Hon  in  effecting  tbii  object.  Now,  it  not  the  bill  of  the 
committee  preeitely  in  accordance  with  these  riewi  oF  the 
Prewdent?  Does  not  this  hill  propose  such  regulations 
being  made  in  the  management  of  the  revenue  as  will, 
if  aided  by  State  legislation,  auppreaa  the  circulation  of 
all  notes  below  twenty  dollars?  And  the  bill  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  MissTiiri  is  in  direct  opposition  to  this  message) 
for,  by  the  use  only  of  gold  and  silver  in  revenue  pay. 
mentr,  he  abandons  all  hope  of  so  managing  the  revenue 
M  to  nuke  it  available  in  suppressing  the  tmatl-nnle  cur- 
rency. The  object  or  the  President  is  the  disuse  of 
notes  under  twenty  dollara,  that  of  the  Senator  from 
Uinouri  the  disuse  of  every  thing  but  gold  and  silver. 

Kor  does  the  Treasury  order  in  any  manner  contra- 
vene those  principles,  imbod'cd  in  former  mes^iages. 
That  thi*  order  was  perfectly  legal  and  constitutional, 
that  it  wu  in  accordance  with  the  discretionary  powers 
vested  In  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  the  joint  res- 
ohitlon  oflSlfi,  Mr.  W.  said  he  never  douhtedi  that  the 
motives  of  the  President  in  is«uing  this  order  were  pure 
and  patriotic  was  beyond  dispute-  The  measure  was 
evidently  temporary,  des'gned  lo  repress  inordinate 
speculations  in  the  pub'ic  landsj  and  It  is  expressly  de- 
clared in  the  President's  message  (o  be  of  little  impor- 
tance, "  if  the  lands  were  sold  for  imn>ediate  settlement 
and  cullivfttion."  -That  it  never  was  designed  to  estab* 
HA  the  principle  of  excluding  bank  notes  from  revenue 
pitymeitla  is^vident  from  the  fact  that  paj-ments  of  cua* 
louM  are  recHved,  as  formerly,  in  bank  paper.  There 
yet  remains  one  nihrr  evidence  on  this  subject,  which  is 
conclusive.  The  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
June  last,  regnlMting  thedeposites  of  the  public  moneys, 
is  in  these  words; 

**That  no  bank  shall  be  selecled  or  continued  as  a 
pfaee  of  depnsite  of  the  public  money,  which  shall  not 
redeem  its  notes  and  bills,  on  demand,  in  speciej  nor 
shall  any  bank  be  selected  or  continued,  as  aforesaid, 
which  shall,  aHer  the  4th  of  July,  1836,  issue  or  pay 
out  any  note  or  bill  of  a  loss  dennmination  than  five  uol- 
larsi  nor  shall  the  notes  or  bills  of  any  bank  be  received 
in  payment  of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  States  which 
shall,  after  the  said  fourth  day  of  July,  1836,  issue  any 
note  or  bill  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars." 

Now,  this  act  passed  both  Houses  with  unprecedented 
onanimtly.  In  the  Senate  It  was  passed  wi'b  but  six  dis- 
•enting  votes,  namely.  Benton,  Black,  Culhbert,  Grun- 
dy,'Vralker,  and  Wright}  not  one  of  whom  opposed  it  on 
account  of  the  fifth  section,  but,  as  clearly  stated  at  the 
lime,  bec^uw  of  (he  distribution  principle  contained  in 
the  thirteenth  lection.  So  far  as  the  fifth  aeclion  is 
concerned,  the  vote  of  Congress  may  well  be  considered 
as  unanimous  in  its  favor.  The  President,  alsi>,  in  his 
last  message,  in  atating  the  retuctarce  with  which  he 
signed  this  bill,  gives  as  the  reason  the  distribution  prin- 
ciple of  the  thirteenth  seclinni  hut  he  thus  distinctly 
eulogizes  the  provisions  of  this  5lh  section,  hi  follows: 
"  !n  ihe  acts  of  several  of  the  States  prohibiting  the  cir. 
rulation  nf  small  notes,  and  the  auxiliary  ennctments  of 
Congress  at  the  last  session,  forbidding  their  reception 
in  payment  on  public  account,  the  true  policy  of  llie 
emintry  has  been  advanced,  and  a  larger  proportion  of 
the  precious  metals  infused  into  our  circulation."  Now, 
the  only  act  of  the  last  session  forbidding  the  reception 
of  small  notes  on  public  account  is  this  fifth  *efelinn  of 
this  act,  thus  eulf^ized  by  the  President  and  approved  by 
liim  00  the  33d  of  June  last,   Tet  this  very  section  ia  a 
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repeal  of  the  constitution,  if  the  bill  of  the  committee  be 
thus  truly  designated  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri;  for 
both  are  laws,  not  resolutions,  and  both  forbid  the/e- 
ception  of  small  notea  only. 

Let  us  compare  their  provisions  in  this  respect: 
T%e  bill  of  Ike  commiUee  deelares:  "From  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  the  notes  of  no  bank  which  shall  is* 
sue  or  circulate  bills  or  notes  of  a  Iras  denomination  than 
five  doltara  shall  be  received  on  aceount  of  the  publio 
duesi"  extending  the  prohibition,  in  December,  lEMl,  to 
the  notes  of  all  bfcnks  tsaning  bills  or  notes  under  twenty 
dollars. 

The  Jiflh  section  of  the  deposit e  act  dtctares:  "Nor 
shall  the  notes  or  hills  of  any  bank  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  any  debt  due  to  the  United  States,  which  shall, 
after  the  said  fourth  day  of  July,  1836,  issue  any  note 
or  bill  of  a  less  denomination  than  five  dollars.'* 

Where  is  the  distinction,  In  principle,  as  regards  the 
reception  of  bank  paper  on  public  aceount,  between  the 
two  provisions?  And  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  in  thus 
denoui'cing  the  bill  of  Ihe  committee  as  a  repeal  of  the 
constitution,  denounces  directly  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Congress,  no  more  than  a  State  Legisla- 
ture, can  make  any  thing  but  gold  or  silver  k  tender  in 
payment  of  debts  by  one  citizen  to  another;  but  that 
Congress,  or  a  State  Legislature,  or  an  individual,  may 
waive  their  constitutional  rights,  and  receive  bank  paper 
or  drafts,  in  pnyment  of  any  debt,  ia  a  principle  of  uni- 
versal adoption  in  theory  and  practice,  and  never  doubt- 
ed by  any  one  until  at  the  present  session  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri.  The  distinction  of  the  Senatir  in  this 
respect  wsa  as  incnmprehensible  to  him  (Mr.  W.)  aa  he 
believed  it  was  to  every  Senator,  and,  indeed,  was  dis- 
cernible only  by  the  rnHgnifying  powers  of  a  solar  mi> 
croBcope.  It  was  a  point-nn-point,  which,  l'>ke  the  log- 
arithmic spir^,  or  asymptote  of  the  hyperbolic  curve, 
might  be  forever  approached  without  reaching;  an  infin- 
iteamal,  the  ghost  of  an  idea,  not  only  without  length, 
breadth,  thickness,  shape,  weight,  or  dimensions,  but 
without  position — a  mere  imaginary  nothing,  which  flitted 
before  the  bewildered  vision  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
wheri  traversing,  in  his  filful  aomnambulism,  that  tesfela- 
ted  pavement  of  gold,  silver,  and  billon,  which  that 
Senator  delighted  to  occupy.  Sir,  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  mi^lit  have  heaped  mountain  high  his  piles  of 
metal;  he  might  have  swept,  in  his  Quixotic  flight,  over 
the  banks  of  the  States,  putting  to  the  sword  their  offi- 
cers, stockholders  directory,  and  leRislativc  bodies^ by 
which  they  were  chartered;  he  might,  in  his  reverie?, 
have  demolished  their  charters,  ana  consumed  their  pa- 
per by  (he  fire  of  hU  eloquencei  he  miifht  have  transact* 
ed,  in  fancy,  w'th  a  metallic  currency  of  twenty-eight 
millions  in  circulation,  an  actual  annual  businees  of  fif- 
teen hundred  millions,  and  Hr.  W.  would  not  have  dis- 
turbed  his  beatific  visions,  nor  would  any  other  Senator — 
for  they  were  visions  only,  that  could  never  be  realized — 
but  when,  descending  from  his  ethereal  flights,  he  se-zed 
upon  the  Committee  on  Public  L^nds  as  criminals,  ar- 
raigned (hem  as  violators  of  the  consiitutinn,  and  prayed 
Heaven  for  deliverance  from  them,  Hr.  W.  could  be  si- 
lent no  longer.  Yes,  even  then  he  would  have  passed 
lightly  over  the  ashes  of  the  theoriea  of  the  honorable 
Senator,  for,  if  lie  desired  to  m:ike  assaults  upon  any,  it 
would  be  upon  the  living,  and  not  the  dead;  but  that 
Senator,  in  the  opening  of  hh  (Mr.  W's)  address,  had 
rejected  the  olive  branch  which,  upon  the  urgent  solici- 
tation of  mutual  friendly  against  his  own  judgment,  he 
had  extended  to  the  honorable  Senator.  The  Senator 
from  Miasouri  had  thus,  in  substance,  declared  his 
*'  voice  was  still  for  vtr.v  Be  it  so;  but  he  hoped  (he 
Senate  would  all  recollect  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  not  the 
aggrts^nr;  and  thnl,  wfiiUt  he  trusted  he  never  would 
wantonly  asnil  the  feelings  or  reputation  of  any  Senator, 
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he  thanked  God  that  he  wu  not  to  abject  or  degraded 
aa  to  sabmit^  with  Impunity,  to  unprovoked  attacka  or 
unfounded  aecutalioni  from  any  quarter.  Could  be  thua 
aubmit,  he  would  be  unfit  to  repreaent  the  noblet  gener- 
ooa,  and  nttant  people,  wboae  riffhta  and  intereita  it 
waa  hia  pnde  and  glory  to  endeavor  to  protect,  whoae 
honor  and  character  were  dearer  to  him  than  life  itieir, 
and  ahoald  never  be  tarnished  by  any  act  of  hb,  m  one  of 
their  humble  representatives  upon  this  floor. 

When  Mr.  Wiiksb  had  Concluded, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  made  some  inquiries  of  him  in  refer- 
ence to  hia  understanding  of  the  practical  effect  of  the 
bill  on  banka  iaauing  nMea  under  the  amount  of  Ave  dol. 
lara. 

Mr.  WALKER  replied  that  the  bill  had  followed  the 
language  of  the  joint  reanlution  of  I8I61  and,  as  ihere 
Were  different  opinions  as  to  Ibe  construction  of  that  res- 
olution, there  miRht  be  as  to  Ihia  bill(  but  whether  it 
Were  strictly  mandatory  on  the  receivers  or  not,  be  felt 
assured  that  it  spoke  a  voice  that  would  not  be  disre- 
garded. 

Mr.  RIVES  aaid  that  the  provlahma  in  this  bill  m  ref- 
erence to  banks  isiotng  small  notes  were  the  same  with 
those  in  the  deposite  bill  of  last  session,  which  he  quo- 
ted. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  hia  only  difficulty  was  respect- 
ing the  recetvability  of  the  Virginia  land  script  if  the 
bill  was  not  peremptoiy  on  that  subject,  it  ought  to  be 
made  so.  And  for  this  purpose  he  introduced  an  amend- 
ment, declaring  the  Virginia  land  aerip  receivable  in  pay- 
ment of  all  dues  to  the  Government;  which  was  laid  on 
the  Ubie. 

Mr.  BENTON,  to  show  how  the  deposite  bill  was  un- 
derstood by  those  who  executed  it,  quoted  tome  bank 
returns  from  the  Bank  of  Columbus,  showing  the  issue 
by  that  bank  of  notes  of  one,  two,  and  three  dollars, 

Mr.  RIVES  returned  his  thanks  to  Mr.  Wauxb  for 
hii  able  and  aatitfBetory  deficnce  of  the  Ull.  He  should 
not  be  able  to  add  much  to  what  bad  been  aaid  by  the 
honorable  Senator,  but  was  desirous  of  adding  his  mite 
in  reply  to  so  much  of  what  had  so  xealousty  been  ur- 
ged by  (he  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  BinToir,]  aa  had 
not  been  touched  upon  by  tlie  chairman  of  the  Land 
Committee)  and,  as  he  understood  there  were  gentlemen 
on  both  sides  of  the  question  who  were  desirous  of  be* 
ing  beard,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  deferring  fur- 
ther debate  on  the  bill  to  Monday.  Tbia  wai^  after  some 
conversation,  agreed  to. 

THANKS  TO  THE  VICE  PRESIDENT. 

Mr.  BENTON  introduced  the  following  resolution: 

Raohed,  That  the  Senate  cordially  reciprocate  the 
aentiments  of  personal  kindness  expreased  by  M^aTia 
Va*  BtniBv,  Vice  Fret'ident  of  the  United  SUtes,  to- 
wards the  members  of  this  body,  upon  taking  leave  of 
themt  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  presented  to 
him,  in  testimony  of  the  impartiality,  dignity,  and  ability, 
with  which  be  bas  presided  over  their  deliberations,  and 
of  their  entire  approbation  of  his  conduct  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  arduous  and  important  duties  assigned  bim 
as  President  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  B.  suggested  the  proprtely  of  taking  up  the  reao- 
hition  and  acting  upon  it  at  this  time. 

The  CHAIR  stating  that  thla  could  only  be  done  by 
unanimous  consent, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  objected. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  ezpreaied  his  hope  that  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  acted  on  at  once. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  inquired  whether  It  waa  usual  to  pass 
a  vote  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  BENTON  quoted  several  precedenU  to  show  that 
it  wui  whereupon 

Mr.  CALBOUN,  obacrviog  tbat  ft  vb»  ■  men  ftvmal- 


tty,  withdrew  his  objectiont  and  the  question  beii^  put^ 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  nem.  eon. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

M0VD1.T,  jAKDAar  30. 
AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  take  op  the  memorial  from  the 
Colonization  Society,  presented  by  him  on  Friday  lai^ 
expressing  the  hope  that  there  would  be  no  further  de- 
bate upon  it,  and  calling  for  the  yeaa  and  naya  oa  the 
queation  of  taking  upi  wbicb  were  ordered. 

The  qnettion  was  then  tried,  and  de^ed  in  tben^* 
tlve,  as  followsi 

YxAs — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clay,  Clayton,  Davis,  Kent, 
Knigtit,  Morris,  Nilea,  Prentias.  Bobbins,  RobinsiHi, 
Southard,  Swift,  Talltnadge,  Tomlinson,  Wall— 16. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cilhooa. 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Unn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Ntebohi, 
Norvell,  P^,  Preaton,  Kive%  Buggies  Strange,  Tip* 
ton.  Walker,  White,  Wright— 35. 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

The  bill  to  deaignate  and  limit  the  funds  wbicbdiallbe 
receivable  for  the  public  revenue  waa  taken  tip  u  Ibe 
special  order,  and 

Mr.  RIVES  addressed  the  House  at  length  hi  its  tof- 
port,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Banrov. 

Mr.  MORRIS  aaid:  I  ahall  vole  aRtinst  the  pawtge  of 
this  bill  for  many  and  various  reasons;  but  the  belief  tbit 
it  violates  the  principles  of  the  conatitution,  and  ii  in 
derogation  of  the  righta  of  the  Statea,  are  paramount  to 
all  other*.  That  its  principles  are  drawn  fmm  a  da». 
gerous  and  mistaken  policy,  I  have  no  doUbt;  and  tbat 
its  passage  will  be  productive  of  mischief,  not  bene6t,  i^ 
to  my  mind,  equally  clear.  After  the  long  discuasion 
which  haa  taken  place  on  all  these  lopica,  by  the  eldest 
and  ablest  members  of  this  body,  it  may  seem  like  arro- 
gance in  me  to  attempt  to  intrude  my  opinion  on  tba 
Senate  at  this  late  hour  of  the  debate.  I  have  been  a 
patient  and,  I  trust,  not  inattentive  liatener  to  this  whole 
discuasion;  and  there  are  aome  points  on  which  neither 
side  have  fully  satiifled  my  mind)  and  I  shall  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate,  for  a  few  momenta,  not  in  an  arn. 
ment  to  prove,  or  an  attempt  to  prove,  the  truth  or  («• 
lacy  of  any  position  which  naa  been  assumed,  butin  aa 
opinion  only  on  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  the  bill. 
That  certainty  and  uniformity  are  eeacntially  necesoiy 
to  the  existence  of  any  Government,  will,  I  presaa^rt 
not  be  denied)  and  that  they  are  vitally  so  in  the  a^ 
miniatration  of  this  Government,  which  ia  oneof  lawa*"" 
limited  powers,  is,  to  my  mind,  beyond  controvMsyi  and 
in  no  part  of  our  system  ia  the  necessity  of  that  certainty 
and  uniformity  ao  apparent  and  needful  aa  in  the  eircuw* 
ting  medium  or  Currency  of  tl>e  country.  This  woid 
"currency,"  if  we  wereto  judgeof  its  meaning  and  !«• 
port  from  what  we  have  heard  in  debate  on  ibis  bill,  ■** 
word  of  undefined  and  undefinable  meaning. 

We  have  been  told  of  a  gold  currency,  or  ralber  a 
metallic  currency,  a  paper  currennr,  the  curr^qM* 
one  State  and  the  current^  of  another,  and  even  of  s 
currency  in  kind  in  the  collection  of  revenue.  In  "WJ**' 
of  words  and  phraaes  I  ^all  no*  engsge;  as  a 
of  this  body,  acting  for  the  whole  people  of  the  Unitrt 
States,  under  the  constitution  of  the  United  State*  i 
shall  take  that  instrument  alone  as  my  guide,  and  rjwf" 
nise  no  currency  as  legitimate  but  that  which  it  estto- 
lislies;  and  I  am  not  in  this  case  left  to  implicatwe  « 
construction,  but  feel  tbat  1  am  standing  •t' 
Bure  ground.   80  ttnportant  iftt  ^^^^^C?  |he 
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men  or  the  eomtitution,  that  they  provided  in  ezpresi 
terms  for  uich  standftrd,  hy  decbrin^  thftt  Congress 
should  hare  power  to  coin  moneyi  and  regulate  the 
value  thereof  and  of  foreign  coini  and,  in  the  very  next 
•entence,  tbey  provided  for  the  exerdse  of  pover  by 
Congress  to  punist)  for  counterfeiting  tlie  current  coin 
of  the  United  Statei.  Money,  as  the  word  is  used  in 
the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  must  be  under* 
stood  as  a  definite  and  tectinical  expression;  it  means 
gold  and  silver  only,  as  formed  and  faibioned  into  shape 
and  Mse  by  the  order  of  that  part  of  our  syatem  of  Gov. 
emment  possessing  the  full  attributes  of  aovereignty, 
and  having  bestowed  opon  it  arbitrary  or  positive  value. 
Gongresa  la  authorized  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
oftbe  United  Slates.  Without  this  special  grant,  Con- 
greu  could  not  exercise  the  borrowing  power  at  all.  Can 
Congress,  then,  borrow  any  thing  but  money?  I  pre- 
sume not.  Under  this  grant  to  borrow  money.  Congress 
cannot  borrow  goods  and  chattels,  csnnot  borrow  borses, 
cattle,  or  any  other  roerchandisei  nor  can  Congresp,  as  I 
contend  and  believe,  under  this  grant  to  borrow,  obtain 
bank  notes  of  any  descriptioni  for  if  Congress  cannot 
borrow  goods  and  chattels,  which  contain  within  them, 
selves  an  intrinsic  value,  and  money  being  made  the 
standard  of  that  value,  surely  they  cannot  borrow  bank 
notes,  which  in  themselves  contain  no  intrinsic  value, 
but  are  mere  credir,  and  the  representative  of  monry, 
in  place  of  money  being  the  standard  of  their  value. 
If  Coagrea^  then,  have  not  the  power  given  them  by 
the  constitution  to  borrow  bank  notes,  1  contend  they 
cannot  exercise  it;  for  the  expressive  grant  to  borrow 
money  excludes  the  exercise  of  all  power  to  borrow 
•ny  thing  but  money;  and  if  Congress  cannot  borrow 
bank  notet^  [  contend  that  their  reception  in  any  other 
manner,  as  a  part  or  whole  of  tbe  revenue  necessary  for 
the  support  of  this  Government,  ia  equally  forbidden. 
I  befieve  that  to  allow  bank  notes  to  be  received  in  the 
collection  of  the  caatoma,  or  in  payment  for  the  public 
landa,  is  in  bet,  to  all  practical  purposes,  to  require  your 
oAcers  so  to  receive  them;  snd  that  each  is  equally  pro- 
hibited by  tbe  constitution. 

No  one,  I  presume,  will  contend  that  Congress  can 
borrow  money  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  for  which 
tbey  can  collect  roone^  from  imports;  when  in  thcTreas- 
ury  of  the  nation,  it  is  all  a  part  or  parcel  of  the  rev- 
enue of  tbe  ctmnlry.  It  follows,  then,  most  clearly  and  ; 
conclusively  to  ray  mind,  that  what  Congress  cannot  bor- 
row tbey  cannot  collect  as  taxes,  duties,  imports,  or' 
exdie^  becaufle,  under  these  beads.  Is  tbe  whole  power 
of  CoDgren  to  raise  means  for  the  support  of  Ibis  Gov- 
ernment circumscribed  (  the  receiving  money  for  the 
public  lands,  or  any  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  I  conuder  as  falling  under  that  class  of 
collections  embraced  in  the  word  "  duties."  I  therefore 
consider  tlus  bill,  which  allows  bank  notes  of  any  de* 
fcriptioD,  w  under  any  circumstancea,  to  be  received  in 
payment  c^any  debt  or  demand  on  this  Government,  to 
be  entirely  incompatible  with  tbe  constitution  itself. 

There  ■  another  view  of  this  bill  which,  to  my  mind, 
makes  it  equally  objectionable  on  constitutional  groundsi 
tt  is  its  dangerous  interference  with  the  power  and 
rights  of  tbe  SUtea.  State  banks,  like  all  other  SUte 
ioatiiutioDS,  belong  exeluwvely  to  tbe  States^  and  cannot 
rightlully  l»e  made  subject  to  any  other  than  State  legts- 
Itfiont  Congrem,  therefore,  cannot  exercise  its  moneyed 
power,  a  power  which  is  derived  from  thff  people  of  the 
Stales,  to  induce  any  portion  of  that  people,  or  a  cor- 
poration Created  by  themselves,  to  exercise  their  powers 
differently  from  tbtt  wbicti  the  laws  of  the  Stale  permit 
or  require,  and  thus  supenede  Slate  laws  by  the  acts  of 
Congress  in  measures  which  are  purely  local  Stite  con- 
cerns. What  does  this  bill  provide?  That  the  paper 
of  eertnhi  Stue  bmA  Aali  be,  or,  if  you  please,  per- 


mitted to  be,  taken  in  tbe  payment  of  the  revenue  of 
this  Government,  on  condition  that  such  banks  wilt 
adopt  certain  reguUtions  which  Congresa  shall  pre- 
scribe. It  is  true  that  we  do  not  nitempt  any  coercive 
power  over  the  banks,  but  we  make  use  of  moneyed 
power,  a  power  often  far  more  dangerous  and  destrue- 
tive  to  tbe  rights  of  tbe  eountry  than  force  itself.  That 
money  is  power,  is  an  established  maxim.  We,  then, 
offer  the  State  banks  the  keeping  of  our  money,  and  of 
course  its  use  for  the  time  being,  provided  they  w<il 
conform  to  certain  regulations  which  we  prescribe.  Is 
not  this  a  palpable  Interference  with  State  sovereignty, 
and  of  course  a  violntion  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States?  It  seems  to  me  there  can  be  but  one  answer  to 
this  question.  It  is  no  removal  of  the  objection,  at  leaat 
to  my  mind,  to  say  that  the  bsnks  will  make  tbe  regula- 
tions required  by  this  bill  by  contract;  this  view  of  the 
subject  rather  Increases  ihe  objections.  Corporations 
derive  all  their  power  of  action  from  their  charters 
alone.  If  f  may  use  a  figurative  expresrion,  they  can 
only  live  and  move  therein;  they  cannot  contract  away 
any  of  their  powers  nor  can  tbey  acquire  new  power  by  * 
contract— 1  mean  ihe  power  of  action  as  corporationst 
yet,  if  Congress  can  contract  with  Stute  banks,  who,  by 
.the  grants  in  their  charters,  have  power  to  issue  one, 
two,  or  three  dollar  notes,  tu  forego  that  power,  and 
issue  no  notes  of  a  leas  denomination  than  five  dollars,  I 
cannot  see  why  Congress  cannot  extend  the  contract  to 
tbe  iaiuing  of  notes  of  any  amount  whatever,  or  even  to 
the  buying  up  tbe  charter  itself,  and  thus  defeat  tbe 
very  end  and  object  of  the  institutlont  nnd  ihis/ight  of 
Congress  can  be  extended  so  as  to  put  an  end  to  all 
power  of  State  legislation  over  an  institution  created  by 
the  State  for  wise  and  valuable  purposes.  But,  sir,  I 
object  to  this  whole  policy  of  bargaining  with  State  in- 
stitutions, or  with  citizens  of  a  State,  for  any  part  or 
portion  of  the  State  sovereignty,  if  you  can  do  it  in 
one  instance,  you  can  do  it  in  all  instancesi  and  the 
Slate  Governments  will  be  less  than  the  corporationa 
whi(^  they  have  created,  when  you  take  those  corpo- 
rations into  your  keeping  for  any  purpose  whatever. 
Sir,  I  regret,  [  deplore,  the  constant  tendency  which  1 
witness  here  to  extend  the  action  of  this  Government 
into  the  orbit  of  State  poweri  you  prescribe  oaths  and 
forms  for  the  settlement  of  disputed  cisims,  and  the 
rights  of  property,  between  citizens  of  the  same  Stsle; 
you  authorize  your  courta  to  take  cognisance  of  and 
punish  offences  which  are  properly  cognizable  in  State 
courts,  and  punishable  by  Slate  laws;  and  you  invite  the 
citizens  of  the  States  to  come  to  you  in  their  primaty 
assemblies  against  tbeir  own  Government;  thus  unceas- 
ingly, as  time  is  bringing  all  things  to  an  end,  are  you 
putting  an  end  to  the  sovereignly  of  ihe  States.  How 
Soon  we  shall  find  a  grand  central  Government  in  the 
ten  miles  square  ia  not  for  me  to  conjecture;  but  againat 
this  whole  process  I  do,  as  a  Senator  in  the  CMgrem  of 
the  United  States,  enter  my  nsost  solemn  protest. 

Mr.  President,  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  conwdered  as  de- 
parting from  the  plan  which  T  had  marked  out  for  my. 
aelf  on  this  occasion,  by  a  brief  notice  of  some  of  the 
arguments  I  have  heard  on  this  question.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that  they  commenced  with  the  introduction 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  my  collesgue  to  rescind  the 
Treasury  order  of  July  last,  requirii^  money  payment  for 
publio  land.  The  aigument  in  the  e«Hy  stages  of  the 
debate  was  directed  against  the  power  or  the  President 
to  issue  that  order;  as  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  power 
was  eonatitutionally  exercised,  and  as  that  part  of  the 
argument  aeema  to  have  been  abandoned,  I  shall  not 
now  notice  it.  There  is  one  feature,  however,  of  that 
ai^ument  deserving  a  paating  remark.  It  hu  been  said 
by  gentlemen  that  they  could  not  support  the  resolution 
of  my  colleague,  as  they  consider,  in  doing^,  they  cast 
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censure  on  the  President!  but  the  bill  now  before  the 
Senate  is  to  accomplish  the  sstne  object — t  repeal  oFtlie 
order — though  by  diHiermt  words;  yet  it  seems  to  have 
their  undivided  support.  For  my  single  seir,  I  am  una- 
ble to  reconcile  tliis  apparent  incongruity)  but  if  the 
implication  of  censure  can  in  any  case  be  a  reason  for 
our  course  here,  it  ought  to  operate  most  strongly  wheo 
it  is  calculated  to  censure  (he  constitution  of  the  eoun* 
try  and  the  policy  of  the  Stales.  l*he  President,  I  am 
sure,  cannot  thank  his  friends  for  their  reasonst  if  any 
part  or  parcel  of  his  official  conduct  cannot  be  snpporled 
on  principle,  he  will  never  ask  that  it  shall  be  excused 
in  pityt  he  well  knows  that  we  take  our  seats  under  the 
solemn  injunction  of  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution, 
but  not  the  administration  (  that  ia  matter  of  choice,  not 
of  obligaliom  and  he  has  too  high  a  regard  for  the  eon* 
■titulioa  to  tolerate  for  a  moment  a  friend  who  would 
Sftcriiice  it  for  his  personal  or  ofBcial  favor,  llut,  sir,  I 
return  from  ibis  digretsimi.  It  waa  so  thrown  in  my 
way  that  1  could  not  well  get  round  it,  but  was  com> 
pdled  to  take  up  and  remove  it.  The  arguments  on 
the  bill  before  us  are  what  1  have  now  to  do  with.  1  shall 
consider  them  as  (hey  occur  to  my  recollection,  not 
having  taken  notes  at  the  time,  as  I  did  not  then  intend 
or  espect  to  speak  on  this  que«tion>  In  support  of  the 
doctrine  oftbe  bill,  i(  has  been  contended  ttiat  Congress 
hav^  the  power  tu  take,  in  payments  for  any  dues  of  the 
Government,  articles  in  kind  such  as  to  them  may  seem 
proper.  To  this  doctrine  I  can  never  auent,  except 
gentlemen  can  prove  that  Congreaa  have  the  power  to 
make  money  of  wool,  or  leadter,  or  any  other  chattel.  1 
roean,'lo  consider  and  rective  these  articles  as  money; 
for  I  hold  that,  by  the  constitution.  Congress  can  collect 
the  revenue  of  the  tiovernment  in  nothing  but  money. 
If  they,  then,  can,  by  the  magic  of  their  power,  trans- 
mute a  yard  of  brMdcloth  into  money  for  the  time  being, 
and  receive  it  fur  the  duty  payable  upon  the  whole 
piece,  the  argument  is  good,  but  not  otherwise,  t  think 
this  an  Imporianl  branch  of  the  subject,  and  ought  to 
be  well  considered;  and  although  I  may  not  be  able  to 
add  a  new  idea,  or  advance  a  single  additional  thought, 
yet  I  consider  it  a  duty  not  to  conceal  my  opinion.  - 1 
hold  that  the  GoTemment  of  the  United  Stales  has  not 
the  power  to  possess  itself  of  any  propeily  whatever  by 
contract,  <r  purchase  from  individuals  or  corporate 
bod'es,  but  such  only  ss  ia  necessary  and  proper  to  car- 
ry on  the  functions  of  the  Government.  Congress  can- 
not barter  wiih  individuals  even  for  Ihati  they  may  sell' 
their  own  property,  cunstitulioually  acquired,  and  with 
the  proceeds,  money  of  coarse,  purchase  what  they 
may  need. 

'  Congreia  cannot  receive  the  real  eatate  of  the  Gov 
ernment  d\.  bior,  or  of  a  defaulter,  in  the  payments  of 
such  debts  or  dthulti  because  Congreaa  cannot,  wilho'«it 
the  consent  of  the  Slates,  purchase  any  Und  within  their 
respective  jurisdictions.  The  reason  is  obviousi  for  (he 
exercise  of  exclusive  authnriiy  over  (he  nghta  of  indivtd. 
u  >l  property  within  its  juri»diclion  ia  essential,  I  may  say 
vttlly  a'l,  to  Stute  scivereignt^y.  The  primaiy  dispo* 
•al  of  tlie  public  domain  acqiiire'd  by  treaty  with  other 
nations,  or  by  ceswona  made  Statea,  whieh  is,  in  fuct, 
the  same  thing,  is  clearly  willim  the  power  of  Congress; 
hilt  having  once  disposed  of  the  soil,  this  tiuvernment 
c^n  never  resume  those  rights  without  the  consent  of  the 
States  in  which  the  land  is  situate.  If,  then,  Cungrrss 
cannot  receive  in  payment  of  ibxc%  imposts,  or  excises, 
the  real  estate  of  tlie  person  who  owes  such  duties,  and 
titus  enter  the  arena  with  the  land  apeeiilator,  much  less 
can  we  receive,  for  the  dues  of  the  Government,  hats, 
shoes,  clothes,  wines,  sugars,  or  any  other  duitable  arti- 
cle, for  the  amount  of  duty  due  by  Ibe  importeri  if  it 
were  olherwise,  the  Government  has  the  power  to  enter 
into  competition  with  any  of  her  citizcni  in  the  geaeral 


trade  of  the  country — a  power  in  fact  to  become  a  daU 
er  in  alavea,  so  long  as  slaves  can  be  considered  proper- 
ly. I  understand  this  power  as  contended  for:  I  mean 
the  general  power  to  purchaiie  or  receive  property  fur 
its  dues,  or  even  apply  (he  revenue  of  Government  fur 
that  purpose.  Viewing  it  in  that  light,  it  is  a  power  at 
which  1  revolt,  and  one  to  which  I  am  sure  the  people 
of  this  country  would  not,  for  a  moment,  submit  H 
was  this  glaring  absurdity  (at  least  to  my  mind)  Ibitis- 
duced  me  vote  at  the  Ia>;t  session  against  the  bill  for  tbs 
purchase  of  stocks  with  the  surplus  revenue  of  the 
country;  and  I  confeu  1  heard  the  other  day,  when  the 
bill  for  advancing  to  claimanlj  under  the  French  and 
Neapolitan  treaties  their  dues  was  under  consideration, 
not  only  with  surprise,  but  with  asloniahment,  the  prin- 
ciple advanced,  lh«t,  aa  we  had  a  aurplui  of  Boney  on 
band,  it  was  improper  we  should  auffer  It  to  lieidleio 
the  Treasury;  that  if  we  could  make  three  or  four  per 
cent,  by  making  adiancea  to  ttiese  claimants,  it  waiwite 
and  proper  to  do  so;  (hat  we  had  the  power,  snd  it  vu 
prudent  so  (o  invest  this  money  that  it  would  be  produc- 
tive; that  when  we  came  to  appropriate  by  liw,  «e 
should  find  its  qusntily  increased.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
give  the  exact  words,  as  used  in  the  argumen<,  but  1  feel 
sure  that  I  remember  them  subatantialljr.  I  endesTored 
at  the  moment  to  realize  in  my  own  mind  the  prtcticil 
operation  of  the  rule.  1  well  remember  of  mentilly 
asking  myself  if  tbia  doctrine  be  4ruet  if  we  can  take  the 
whole  of  the  surplus  money  in  the  Treasury,  send  our 
agent  into  the  New  York  inai  ket,  and  purchase  the  en- 
tire stock  of  broadcloth  or  ten  on  hand.  This  would 
no  duubt  be  a  safe  and  sure  iiiveatment,  and  one  by 
which  tbia  Government  could  not  only  make  four  per 
cent,  per  annum,  but  probibly  from  twenty  to  fifty  per 
cent,  in  a  few  months.  I  did  not  hesitate  a  moment  le 
deciding  that  we  had  not  the  power;  and  if  we  hid, 
however  advantageous  to  the  Government  it  might  be, 
it  would  be  most  grossly  unjust.  1  am  slill  uusble  to 
see  any  difference  in  principle  between  power  to  receive 
or  purchase  cloth,  and  the  power  to  receive  bank  notw. 
Bar  '  '  " 


ou 
more 


ink  notes,  being  but  mere  evidences  of  dctt,  are,"r 
ghl  to  be,  less  the  object  of  our  care  than  things  ot 
...ore  substantial  value.   There  is  another  objection  to 
Ibe  receiving  of  bank  notes,  ss  contemplated  by  tbu  oiH- 
it  is  the  odious  doctrine  of  preference  which  tl  ci»n'.»in>i 
and  that  preference  is  not  matter  of  law,  but  nwitcrot 
discretion,  given  by  law  (o  the  officers  and  sgcnis  oi 
Government.    If  (his  bill  la  not  obnoxious  to  the  worw 
of  the  fifth  paragraph  of  the  ninth  aeclion,  first  article, 
of  the  constitution,  it  falls  clearly  within  the  reisonoi 
(bat  paragraph.   No  preference  sball  be  given,  by  »jr 
regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue,  to  the  por(i  oi 
Slate  over  those  of  another.    Suppose  we  should  km, 
no  preference  thall  be  given  by  any  regulation  oi 
niie  to  the  banks  of  one  Stale  over  those  of  anoi""- 
Would  not  such  reading  appear  to  be  founded  on  eq>» 
ly  reasonable  and  just  principles'    I  sh-nAl  ih'"" 
Uoea  not  this  bill  claim  the  power,  if  in  fact  it 

pressly  authorize  its  exercise,  to  make  'b^.P^  .^ 
?    If  you  can  make  a  diacrimination  m  ban* 
I,  if  indeed  you  can  designate  what  are 


ex 
encef 
at  all 


i^guiaiiu.i  u.  lilt  ii^<.iiiur,  ^t.\,    that  W 

over  another,  or  to  the  banks  of  one  Stale  "''l'J  ^p. 
another.    A-proposition  so  plain,  and  a  pi*®*"^  (j,^ 
just  and  absuril,  must  strike  every  mind,  «  "ic 
view,  as  highly  improper,  if  not  uncousUtutionai. 

Bui  (he  principle  that  the  Government  shall  owicn* 
to  discriminate  between  the  bank  notes  oi  . 
bmkshas  been,  an<I  still  ia,  product  We  ol  '"'J'^^rJ-ii 
ti«noflhe%nl.^.«S^5JK 
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that  the  currency  of  our  country,  is  it  aow  exwt>,  is  a 
deltCMte  Hibjcct  to  tottcb,  ■nd  that  one  jar  Tibralet 
tfcrou^  the  whole  machinery.  If  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  even  a  eollcclur,  actinf;  Tor  the  Govrrn- 
mentf  should  refiiap,  after  the  pawge  of  tltis  bill,  to  re- 
eeire  the  notes  ofiny  bank,  that  bank,  however  solvent, 
thus  coming  in  cootact  with  llie  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment,  would  receive  a  shock  from  which  it  would  not 
ea«ly  recover;  and  the  blow  thus  inflicted  would  be  felt 
tfarDUgbdul  the  syiteoi;  henee  the  contractions  by  banks, 
and  ibe  difficulties  In  the  country,  which,  it  is  said,  the 
late  Treasury  order  created.  I  wouM,  then,  make  no 
discrimination,  no  regulation,  ss  lo  the  currency  of  the 
country  created  by  the  Stale  bankst  because,  in  the  first 
place',  I  believe  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  do  so; 
'  and,  in  the  nez*.  if  the  power  was  admitted,  it  would  be 
unwise  and  unjust  to  exercise  it.  Cm  any  one  doubt 
for  a  moBient,  when  lie  calls  to  his  mind  past  experience 
of  the  action  of  this  Gtivernmeut  upon  ttie  paper  system 
vf  the  country  as  it  now  exists,  that  if  we  with  uniform- 
ity, stability,  and  equality  in  value,  in  that  system,  we 
must  leave  its  entire  regulation  to  the  power  that  crea- 
ted  ii,  for  that  is  the  only  power  that  can  efTectually  reg- 
ulate it. 

But,  sir,  we  have  other  reasons  urged  upon  us  in 
support  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  which,  to  my  mind, 
are  most  extraordinary,  but  still  leaves  the  bill  liable  to 
all  the  constitutional  objections  to  which  I  first  supposed 
it.  It  is  said  that  we  must  form  a  connexion  with  the 
State  banks)  that  they  are  absoluiely  necessary  ax  Gsesl 
^eota  of  the  Governmentt  and  that  it  follows  from  ne- 
cemty  that,  in  that  connexion,  in  some  degree,  we  must 
exercise  the  power  of  regtilation.  Tlie  premises  here 
lud  down  I  conceive  to  be  founded' in  error.  This 
Oiiveriiment  has,  within  itself,  sufficient  power  to  carry 
on  its  own  operations  by  its  oigrn  meansi  if  U  u  necessa- 
ry to  lean  on  the  State  banks  for  support,  we  must  admit 
that  the  removal  of  that  support,  which  is  entirely  «ith< 
{  in  the  power  of  the  States,  would  at  once  check,  if  not 
I  prostrate,  the  action  of  this  Government,  it  has  been 
aai4>,  with  much  emphasis,  that  we  who  are  for  cutting 
loose  this  Government  from  the  State  bank  sare  in  r.ivor 
of  re-eatabltshing  a  Bank  of  the  United  States.  This 
rattletrap,  used  for  party  put^oses,  has  lust  its  effect,  at 
least  upon  me.  Opposed  to  the  whole  banking  process 
and  unwilling  to  RCognis6  the  existence  of  bank^  or 
bank  notes,  by  any  sction  of  this  Government,  as  either 
useful  or  necessary  institutions,  is  a  s'rong  (Ejection  f 
entertaia  against  the  present  bilit  but  I  contend  that,  if 
banks  are  absolutely  necessary  as  Rical  agents  of  the  Gov* 
i  ernment,  (which  I  by  no  means  admit,)  if  we  can  adopt 
a  State  bank  for  that  purpose,  we  can  create  a  bank  by 
an  act  of  Congress  for  the  same  purposet  for  the  power 
to  adopt  and  use  most  certainly  acknowledges  the  pow- 
to  create)  and  I  would  at  once  give  my  vote  to  create 
such  fiscal  agent  for  the  use  of  this  Government,  rather 
tbao  adopt  a  whole  litter  of  State  banks  for  that  purpose. 

It  has  oeen  said  io  the  course  of  this  debate  that  Con- 
gress have  the  power  to  receive  any  article  they  may 
Uiink  proper  in  discharge  of  the  dues  of  this  Govern- 
ment. I'bis  doctriiie  places  Congress  above  responsl- 
bHitr — a  doctrine  1  cannot  admitianu  to  me  it  appears  per- 
fectly clear  that  Congress  have  no  power  to  receive  any 
thin^  but  moneyi  If  Congress  could  authorize  the  re- 
ception of  articles  of  what  kind  they  pleased,  they 
surely  would  have  power  to  provide  for  the  payment 
of  demands  against  the  Government  in  the  same  man- 
ner. We  should,  indeed,  present  to  the  eyes  of  our 
constituents  a  Grange  spectacle,  if,  under  the  operation 
of  this  bill,  we  should  provide  fur  the  payment  uf  sala- 
ries due  the  di0krcot  officers  in  bank  note%  to  one  officer 
Ibe  Mica  of  one.bankt  to  another  the  no'cs  of  a  differ- 
cm  bank,  and  so  on,  parcelling  oot  otir  power  to  men 
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and  banks  to  an  almost  infinite  extent.  No  man  will,  I 
presumcideny  but  we  can  dothis,  if  we  have  the  power  to 
authoi^ze  the  reception  of  hank  nott  s  in  tbe  collection  of 
the  revenue.  The  whole  schema,  sir,  is  wrong.  Nothing 
can  be  paid  but  in  consequence  o^  appropriations  made 
by  law,  and  nothing  can  be  appropriated  but  money,  and 
bank  notes  are  not  money. 

It  is  further  said  that  this  is  an  executive  measure)  that 
it  is  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  tbe  President  to 
aid  the  States  in  restoring  a  metallic  currency,  by  the  sup- 
pression of  amall  notes.  However  much  I  may  respect 
the  opinion  and  views  of  the  President,  and  I  nave  been 
the  constant  and  uniform  supporter  of  the  great  measurei 
of  bis  administration,  yet  [  cannot  admit  that  these  talis- 
msnic  words,  "  the  President  rays  so,"  shall  govern  all 
my  actions  and  votes  here;  and  t  shall  take  the  liberty  on 
this,  as  on  all  other  occasions,  so  to  act  as  my  best  judg- 
ment informs  me  will  be  moit  conducive  to  the  inter- 
est of  the  country.  Andrew  Jackson,  sir,  the  friend  of 
banks!  Andrew  Jackson  the  friend.and  advocate  of  tb« 
paper  system— a  friend  of  paper  currency!  I  cannot,  I 
will  not,  believe  it)  such  an  idea  is  at  war  with  the  entire 
course  of  his  administration,  and  inconsistent  with  all  his 
opinions  on  this  subject,  u  I  have  read  and  understood 
them.  Sir,  1  hold  the  present  bill  to  be  not  only  repug- 
nant to  tbe  opinions  of  the  President,  but  the  whole  cooe 
of  Virginia  doctrinea  on  the  subject  of  Slate  rights)  and 
I  have  been  both  surprised  mim  pained  that  this  bill 
should  come  from  a  Senator  of  that  State.  I  may  be 
asked,  what  course  do  you  propose'  My  snsweria,  that  ( 
would  repeal  the  resolution  uf  1816,  permitting  bank 
notes  to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  revenue,  because 
I  view  that  as  I  did  the  provision  of  tbe  bank  charter 
passed  by  Congress  tbe  same  year,  permitting  or  allow- 
ing the  notes  of  that  institution  to  be  received,  as  both 
unconstitutional.  But  both  these  vioUtions  of  tbe  con- 
stitution were  justified,  as  the  bill  now  is,  on  the  ground 
that  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  country  and  tbe  neces- 
sity of  tbe  timea  required  the  act  to  be  done.  Indeed,  I 
have  heard  some  gentlemen  admit  that  tbe  necessity  of 
the  case  in  1816  had  changed  their  previous  opinions  on 
the  question,  that  Congress  bad  not  power  to  charter  a 
bank,  and  they  now  deem  them  erroneoust  Ihua suffering 
necessity  to  change  the  fundamental  law  of  the  country) 
a  most  (Ungeroua  error,  as  necessity  is  always  tbe  plea  of 
tyrants.  I  here  drop  my  hasty  remarks  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  tbe  measure  proposed  by  the  bill  before  lut 
and  the  reasons  which  in  my  mind  apply  to  its  constitu- 
tionality sre  equally  strong  against  the  policy  of  tbe 
measure.  A  discrimination  made  by  the  order  and  un- 
der tbe  authority  of  this  Government,  as  to  what  bank 
paper  shall  be  received,  and  what  rejected,  must  neces- 
sarily produce  an  unsettled  state  of  the  earrency  that  is 
created  by  lite  States.  The  power  of  tbe  States  to  create 
this  currency  I  do  not  mean  to  question,  by  itsadndssion 
or  denial.  1  )tave  heard  various  statements,  as  to  the 
amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation,  made  by  differeat 
gentlemen  on  this  floor.  I  have  heard  it  rated  at  from 
three  hundred  to  near  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars.  [ 
do  not  pretend  to  any  accurate  knowledge  on  the  sub- 
ject; take  a  medium  amount,  aay  five  hundred  millions. 
It  seems  to  me  the  argument  is  fallacious,  that  assumes 
the  idea  that  this  vsst  mass  of  circulation  can  be  materially 
affected  by  the  collection  of  the  revenue  of  this  Gotern- 
ment  in  money  only,  say  twenty  millions,  which  ouyht  to 
be  the  largest  sum  in  time  of  peace,  and  which  is  col- 
lected and  paid  during  the  same  year.  If  Congress 
should  adopt  this  course,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  differ- 
ent Stale  banks  could  at  once  arrange  their  business  to 
this  state  of  affalrr,  and  it  would  tend  to  give  stability, 
permanency,  and  equality,  to  their  is-oes.  The  rates  of 
excbaiwe  between  different  portiona  of  tlioicountry 
would  Secjime  knotvn  «eif|ii^^i<«gA3>@^«@^ual 
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flucltuttioni  and  jari  respecting  the  monmd  tyaltm 
would  entirely  eeiar,  «nd  thus  sH  eluiei  of  ncietjr  be 
benefited;  for  it  seems  to  bb  ui  admitted  fact,  that 
nothing  is  more  injurious  to  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  country  than  these  cootinual  fluctustjons.  I  would* 
therefore,  leave  the  collection  of  the  revenue  precisely 
where  1  find  !t  left  in  the  conatituliop,  and  in  all  laws 
and  proceedings  of  Congress  at  an  .early  day,  wherein 
proTiilon  ii  made  for  the  collection  of  revenue  or  the 
disbunemeitt  thereof.  I  would  use  no  other  word  than 
**  money,"  or  "  current  coin,"  without  giving  any  de- 
scription or  definition  of  the  words  used. 

As  to  the  effects  produced  by  the  Tressury  order  of 
the  1 1th  of  July  last,  or  the  popularity  of  that  measure  in 
the  Western  country,  I  have  little  to  say;  and  pertMps  I 
ought  not  to  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate,  after  what 
I  have  said  on  the  other  branch  of  this  question^  but  I 
eannol  entirely  agree  with  my  colleague  as  to  either. 
Property  is  at  a  very  high  prtcet  and  if  the  measure  was 
somewhat  unpopular  at  first,  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  it  is  now  more  favorably  received.  That  it  has  pro- 
duced some  s^utary  effect  upon  the  banking  institutions 
'  of  the  West,  I  have  no  doubt.  It  has  checked  their 
over-issuesi  but  that,  if  continned,  it  will  siill  be  benefi- 
'  cial,  I  have  great  doubts.  Hoping  and  believing  that 
some  more  salutary  regulation  than  that  contemplated 
by  this  bill  can  and  will  be  brought  forward,  I  shall  vote 
against  its  passagei  and,  in  doing  so,  1  hope  to  be  under- 
stood as  neither  censuring,  applauding,  approving,  'or 
disapproving,  the  course  taken  by  the  President  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  WRRSTER  said,  when  the  resolution  moved  by 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Ewiko,]  to  rescind  the 

'  Treasury  order  of  July  last,  was  under  discussion,  I  ex- 
pressed the  sentiments  which  I*  then  entertained,  and 
which  1  hald  now,  in  regard  to  that  measure.  My 
great  object,  as  I  then  said,  and  now  say,  is  to  get  rid  of 
the  order.  I  was  not,  and  am  not  now,  very  solicitous 
as  to  the  particular  mode.  When  the  subject  was  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  (though  my  own 
impression  had  been  that  it  should  have  been  referred 
rather  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,)  I  asKented,  in  the 
hope  that  they  would  confine  what  they  ahould  pro- 
pose to  the  single  object  of  getting  rid  of  the  order. 
But  for  that  order,  I  presume  that  few  would  have  been 
willing  to  touch  the  subject  at  all.  The  majority  of  the 
Senate  were  content  that  matters  bhould  have  remained 
as  they  were  under  the  joint  resolution  of  1816.  But  as 
the  order  interfered  with  the  provisions  of  that  resolu- 

'  tion,  it  was  deemed  necesury  thst  something  should  be 
done.  I  regret  that  this  bill  is  not  such  a  one  as  was 
called  fur  by  the  exigency,  and  confined  to  the  ex'gen- 
cy.  U  goes  beyond  what  was  needed,  in  important-re- 
apccls,  and,  though  I  most  cordially  wish  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  Treasury  order,  there  are  some  things  in  this 
bill  which  do  not  accord  stall  with  my  own  view  of  what 
the  public  interest  requires.  I  feel,  therefore,  some- 
what at  a  loss  to  know  what  is  the  true  line  of  my  duty 
on  this  occasion.    1  will  state  my  difliculties.    In  the 

'  first  place,  I  see  nothing  in  the  bill  that  is  fixed  and  sta- 
ble, defined  and  determinate)  nothing  peremptory  and 

'  decisive,  as  matter  of  law.  I  asked  the  honorable 
chairman  who  reported  the  bill,  whether  be  understood 

'  it  to  be  peremptory  in  its  character,  and  would  be  to  in 
its  practical  effect,  or  not?  And  his  answer  was,  that  he 
did  not  doubt  that  its  operation  would  be  to  produce  a 

'  great  reform  in  the  stale  of  the  currency.  Now,  what  I 
want  to  know  is,  whether  this  bill  will  lurnibh  the  coun- 
try with  a  legal  statute  rule  as  to  the'  payment  of  dcbtst 
or  whether  lite  whole  matter  will  not  be  left  very  much 
in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  1 
think  it  leaves  too  much  in  that  discretion.  It  providef 
that  he  may  fisue  orders  «a  ht  may  deem  necessary,  in 


order  to  secure  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  specie 
and  bills  of  specie-paying  banks.  Now,  supponiv  the 
Secretary  should  not  think  that  any  further  order  of  any 
kind  is  necessary?  Then  matters  will  remain  predsr^ 
as  they  are  now.  Suppose  be  should  believe  one  kind 
of  order  neceS'^ary  for  one  part  of  the  country,  and 
another  for  another  part?  The  bill  would  ^lov  all tlut. 
It  secures  no  uniform  or  certain  rule. 

Again:  the  particular  previsions  of  the  bill  a|^ir to 
me  (with  great  deference)  to  have  been  not  well  coaiid- 
ered.  If  its  enactments  amount  to  a  posi^ve  sta'ttir, 
(and  not  a  mere  permission  or  recommendation,)  Umh 
neither  land  scrip  nor  revolutionary  scrip  can  be  receitrd 
for  the  public  Unds;  or,  if  they  can  be  reechred  for  Ik 
public  lands,  they  can  equally  be  received  for  the  cui- 
loms.  This,  1  presume,  W"  not  intended.  The  biU  n 
imperfect)  it  imposes  no  duty  on  the  Secretary,  it  entcti 
no  law  to  supersede  a  Treasury  order;  the  whote  (in- 
ject is  left  within  the  diacretion  of  the  Secretary. 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  does  not  direct^  ttfim 
the  country  from  the  existing  illegal  and  unconstitutidul 
Treasury  order,  on  the  other,  it  does  not  provide  a  cir- 
culating medium  which  shall  be  uniform  and  legal  in 
character.  Could  we  say,  in  so  many  words,  ih»t  ill 
the  debts  of  this  Government  Khali  be  collected  in  such 
mode  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  lliiDk  beil? 
Or  that  sueh  funds  shall  be  received  as  tbe  SecreUrj 
shall  think  most  expedient,  with  a  view  to  incresK  i 
specie  circulation'  thus  presenting  a  mere  indicstioo  of 
the  object  he  is  to  have  in  view,  and  leaving  all  the  r«i 
to  him.  Would  that  be  law,  would  that  be  conslilulion- 
al?  What  sort  of  a  tender  might  a  debtor  of  the  Umterf 
Slates  make,  under  this  law,  in  discharge  of  bis  oeW 
Suppose  he  tendera  Virginia  land  scrip,  and  iheansww 
given  him  is,  "  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  »■ 
sued  any  order  that  land  scnp  shall  be  receivable  at  ihe 
ciistom*house,»  would  that  not  be  a  good  smwer 
As  this  bill  repeals  all  other  enactownts  in  pan  matipe, 
does  it  not  refer  the  whole  to  the  Secretary.'  wyW 
not  issue  one  order  to-day,  and  amitherto-ni'rrowi  0"^ 
order  in  the  Northwest,  and  another  in  the  Souihvtii 
It  is  surely  most  important  that,  on  such  a  sobjeet,  l«« 
ahould  be  a  plain,  tetlled,  statutory  provision,  deeUnsj 
what  is  receivable  in  diacharge  of  debts  due  'fc*^''*'"' 
ment,  so  that  men  may  know  what  are  their  rigbii-  >a 
me  it  sppean  that,  by  ibil  bill,  in  its  present  form,  ine 
whole  subject  is  left  in  greater  doubt  than  V' 
we  do  any  thing  with  a  view  to  rescinding  the  obtwMin- 
able  order,  let  ui  have  a  bill  that  shall  apply 
gency,  to  that  single  object,  and  give  the  county  tmc 
uniform  and  stable  rule.  If  we  reject  the  l^e^'f  Z, 
der,  let  us  re-enact  the  reaolution  of  1816i  ih*!"]" 
rid  of  any  thing  like  rebuke  or  reproach  in  rr gaw  *"  . 
order,  and  will  give  us  at  least  a  law  to  {■''^...'''V 
the  bill  stands,  it  leaves  every  thing  in  tbe  wi»  o 
Secretary  of  the  Treanury.  . 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  he  agreed  entirely  " 
view  presented  by  the  Senator  from  MassachuieUs. 
bill  left  that  which  ahould  be  the  moat  stable  ot  w,-" 
most  unstsblf.    If  the  Senate  would  in*!"*?.  ^J^Jr- 
postponing  the  subject  till  to-morrow,  he  would  ew^ 
or  to  present  his  views  upon  it.  ^.rlvr 

Mr.  BP.NTON  suggested  that  it  be  made  '^e 
to-morrow  at  one  o'clock;  but  the  f"""  .^''^  ,  the 
was,  for  some  technical  reason,  elianged  inlojsj'  S 
bill  fur  the  present  upon  the  table.  .Jniir 

On  this  Mr.  WALKER  demanded  (he  )"'"™ 
which,  being  ordered  and  taken,  Blood:  Yeas3»,wj 
So  Ihe  bill  was  laid  on  tbe  table. 

PUBLIC  LANDS.  ^^ 
The  question  being  on  MPr-*irc»A»*f (iff 
to  this  jgill.  •Ilowmiti|»r«9ftlK>©gW" 
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Jbteph  NowK— Public  Lands. 


Ibfir  children,  to  be  patented  when  they  should  come 
ofife — 

After  some  desultory  converMtion,  >n  attempt  was 
nadcto  poaipone  the  bill  to  to-morrowt  but  itftiled: 
Tea*  1^  naya  37. 

The  question  bein|f  then  taken,  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
BccRAKAir  waa  agreed  to,  as  followst 

YsAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
Ion,  Crittenden,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Hendricks,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  Knight,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Prentiss,  Rives, 
Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Southard,  Strange,  Swift, 
TallnadKe,  Tumlinson,  Walker,  Walt,  Webster, 
White— 38. 

Nats— Hessn.  Benton,  Black,  Fulton,  Grundy,  King 
of  AUbama,  King  uf  Georgia,  Linii,  Moore,  Morris, 
Niles,  Page,  Preston,  Rugglfs,  Tipton,  Wright — 15. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKBR.  the  bill  was  then  further 
aoModed,  so  as  to  allow  no  one  to  enter  a  tract  in  bis 
own  name  until  he  is  31  years  old. 

Ur.  CLAY  Uien  renewed  the  motion  f<irmerly  made 
aad  wiUidrawn  by  Mr.  HoBua,  to  strike  out  the  4th 
Sirctioa  of  the  bill,  including  the  whole  pre-emption 
claosp,  and  deminded  the  yea«  and  nays;  whicb  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  MORRIS  supported  the  motion. 
Mr.  NILES  opposed  it. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  and  Mr.  CLAY  apoke  with  warmth 
against  the  unlimited  pre^emptire  rights  conferred  by 
the  bill,  and  Mr.  SEVIER  and  Mr.  WALKER  replied 
in  defence  of  this  section,  wttl^  which,  as  Mr.  W.  de- 
clared, the  bill  must  stand  or  bll. 

Mr.  MORRIS  now  mored  an  adjournment,  (it  was 
five  o'clock;)  and  on  that  motion  Hr.  WALKER  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  naysf  which  being  taken,  stood: 
Yeas  33,  nays  33. 

So  the  Sniate  adjourned. 

Tdbsdat,  Jahcabt  31. 
JOSEPH  NODRSE, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  reconsideration  of  the 
unfavorable  report  of  the  Committee  uf  Claims  on  the 
claim  of  Joseph  Nourse. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  briefly  B<)vocaled  the  claim,  sta- 
ling that  it  rated  on  extra  services  of  the  claimant,  he 
having,  for  a  iftimher  of  years,  performed  the  duties  of 
a  disbursing  officer,  in  siddilion  to  his  regular  employ, 
■wnl;  and  that  the  claim  bed  been  allowed  by  a  judicial 
Iribanal. 

Messrs.  LINN  and  PRESTON  explained  (be  grounds 
on  which  the  unfavorable  report  had  been  madct  Mr. 
P.  alating  that  the  committee  thought  there  ought  to  be 
a  general  law  regulatit^  cases  of  this  kind,  and  that  the 
committee  were  embarrassed  by  the  f»ct  that  a  decis- 
iim  unfiivorable  to  the  claim  had  been  made  by  a  co-or- 
dinate branch  of  the  Government,  in  such  a  way  aa  to  be 
imperious  if  not  binding  on  Congress. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  opposed  the  claim;  and  the  report, 
on  bis  call,  having  been  read. 

On  motion. of  Mi.  LINN,  it  was  ordered  to  Ue  on  the 
table. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Tfae  bill  to  prohibit  the  sales  of  llie  public  lands,  ex- 
cept to  actual  settlers,  and  in  limited  quantities,  was  ta. 
ken  up  as  the  special  order,  the  question  being  on  Mr. 
Cut's  motion  to  strike  out  the  4ui  section,  which  con. 
tains  the  pre-emption  principle. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  that  he  perfectly  agreed, 
with  some  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  who  had  addreased  the 
Senate,  that  thia  clause  did  not  essentially  differ  in  prin- 
ciple from  the  other  provisions  of  the  bill.  If  the  clause 
were  more  objectionable,  it  was  in  the  extent  and  not  in 
the  character  of  its  operation.   The  whole  bill,  he  said 


was  one  to  encourage  a  system  of  fraudulent  speculation, 
partiality,  perfidy,  and  plunder,  in  which  those  who  liad 
the  least  conscience  would  make  ibe  most  money.  He 
had  waded  through  all  the  various  amendments  made 
and  proposed,  and  thought  he  now  underatood  the  char- 
acter and  objects  of  the  bill  as  amended)  and,  if  it  were 
to  pass  in  the  present,  or  any  form  likely  to  be  proposed, 
he  cared  but  little  about  the  detailai  and  perhaps  the 
worse  its  provisions  tlie  better  it  might  ultimately  prove 
for  the  country.  Thus  being  opposed  to  the  whole  ob- 
jects of  the  bill,  Mr.  K.  said  he  would  take  the  occasion 
to  make  some  remarks  upon  the  general  aubject,  before 
the  question  should  be  taken  on  the  fourth  section  of  the 
bill. 

It  was  not  likely  (at  least  he  hoped  not)  that  we  ahould 
have,  strictly,  a  parly  vote  upon  thia  question.  It  was 
one  of  those  measures,  of  which  we  had  had  too  many  in 
our  country,  which  proposes  bounties  and  advantages  to 
some  sections  of  the  country  at  the  expense  of  the  re. 
mainder.  I'hat  such  legislation  should  be  popular  with 
those  who  expected  to  i>e  benefited  by  it,  was  not  at  all 
surprising.  But  that  those  whose  constituents  were  to 
be  despoiled  by  the  unjust  and  unequal  operation  of  the 
meawre,  should  quietly  submit  to  it,  ouglit  not  to  be  ex- 
pected. Yet  it  is  a  melancholy  truth,  said  he,  in  the  his- 
tory of  human  affairs,  that  such  are  the  hidden  cheat- 
eries  by  which  the  machinery  of  legislation  is  frequent- 
ly made  to  transfer  the  labor  of  one  class  of  citizens  into 
the  poeketa  of  another,  that  it  often  happens  that  the 
most  partial,  unjust,  and  unequal  legislation  is  precisely 
that  which  obUins  the  most  pontive  popularity,  and 
does  most  credit  to  those  who  may  happen  to  propose  it. 
The  reason,  he  said,  was  obvieua.  These  partial  bene- 
fits were  plain  and  palpable.  They  were  felt  by  the  fa- 
vored, and  perceived  by  every  one,  whilst  the  injury 
and  injustice  to  the  great  mass  of  the  community  lyere 
more  widely  difluaedt  and,  being  somewhat  of  a  negative 
character,  are  not  so  easily  perceived  or  estimated.  But 
(said  Mr.  K. )  1  doubt  very  mueh  whether  either  the  ig- 
norance or  the  apathy  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  particularly  of  the  old  Slates,  wilt  be 
sufficient  to  protect  this  measure  against  that  disoontent 
which  the  gross  injustice  of  it  is  so  well  calculated  to 
engender. 

Mr.  K.  said  that,  aa  the  basis  of  all  just  remark  jipon 
this  subject,  it  ahould  be  conauntly  recollected,  as  it 
had  been  repeated,  that  the  public  domain  was  a  public 
fundi  as  much  so  ss  the  public  money  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States.  It  should,  therefore,  be  administered 
and  distributed  among  the  people  with  as  much  equafity 
as  was  consistent  with  a  fwir  administration  of  the  laws. 
It  had  been  truly  said  that  a  large  portion  of  thia  public 
domain  had  been  purchased  with  the  common  blood  and 
the  common  treaaure  of  the  people  of  the  old  thirteen 
States.  In  obedience  to  this  feeling,  and  in  answer  to 
the  petitions  of  their  fellow-citizens  of  the  other  States 
of  tbe  confederacy,  the  people  of  these  States,  who  had 
the  exclusive  right  and  jurisdiction  over  this  property, 
had  generously  surrendered  it  for  the  comiqon  benefit  of 
the  whole.  Another  large  portion  of  this  property,  he 
said,  and  much  the  largest  undisposed  of,  had  actually 
been  purchased  with  money  from  the  common  Treaauryi 
money  which  haB  been  collected  by  actual  taution  upon 
the  consumption  oT  the  people,  and  which,  it  must  be 
admitted,  had  Itorne  most  heavily  on  the  people  of  the 
old  States.  One  would  suppose,  when  we  looked  at  the 
history  of  this  property,  when  we  saw  from  what  aource 
it  had  been  derived,  and  with  whose  labor  and  money  it 
had  been  purchased,  that  it  would  be  considered  sufR- 
ciently  generous,  in  all  conscience,  to  allow  to  the  new 
membera  of  the  confederacpr  an  equal  participation  in 
this  great  national  partnership  funK^henthef  did  not, 
a«  membera^  bring  a  doHlisilntvi  tb^cnKm;rf.vlL 
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Thii  «qafc1ity  he  did  not  eompUin  of,  and  no  itne  com- 
ptsined  of  it,  but  irhad  never  b^en  coniidrrrd  ta  tuffi- 
cient)  and,  accordingly,  milliona  upon  millions  had  been 
laTiihed  upnn  them,  from  time  to  rune,  in  one  form  or 
other.  When  ve  conaider  the  choice  aelectiona  they  had 
been  permitted  to  maket  the  twelve  or  thirteen  millions 
of  acres  of  land  alone  that  had  been  ^iren  to  them  were 
probably  worth  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars, 
or  a  sum  nearly  double  what  had  ever  come  into  the 
Treasury  from  the  entire  sales  of  the  public  land  since 
the  commencement  of  the  Government.  Well,  one 
would  suppose  that  those  enormmta  bounties,  at  the  ex> 
penie  of  their  fello«*cillzena  of  the  old  States,  would 
ntiify  the  most  voracious  appetite.  But  not  so.  Par 
their  advantage,  solely,  the  public  land  had  been  put 
down,  and  kept  down,  at  one  tenth  of  its  value,  as  com- 
pared with  landi  of  equal  quality  in  the  old  Slates  of  the 
Union.  This  fact  had  just  been  admitted  by  one  of  the 
friends  of  the  bill.  The  rrsult  was  precisely  whst  might 
have  been  expected.  The  annals  of  lime  furnished  no 
instsnpe,  either  paral'el  or  approiimate,  of  equal  rapid- 
ity in  growth,  wraith,  population,  aitd  prosperity,  to 
that  exhibited  by  the  junior  member*  of  the  eonfedera- 
(qr.  Oo  the  other  hand,  history  furnished  few  examples, 
under  free  government,  of  such  premature  old  age,  de* 
crepitude,  and  decay,  as  that  which  was  exhibited  by 
some  of  the  old  States  of  this  Union.  Costly  dwellings 
were  seen  mouldering  into  ruins,  and  plantations  that 
should  still  be  valuable  were  left  to  wash  into  ruts  and 
gulRes,  and  grow  up  in  briers.  Sir,  said  be,  it  is  enough 
to  make  the  heart  of  any  patriot  from  one  of  the  old 
Statei  bleed  to  travel  through  this  favotvd  region,  and 
compare  Its  condition  with  the  imporerished  home  he 
has  lefl.  But  how  could  it  be  otherwise,  with  this 
heavy  boitnty,  furnished  st  the  common  charge  for  the 
exclusive  beneht  of  a  small  portion  of  the  States' 

Mr.  K.  had  hoped,  at  least,  that  these  manifold  bnun- 
I'lea,  and  this  contrast  so  melancholy,  and  the  truth  of 
which  all  must  acknowledge,  would  have  sonened  the 
hearts  and  stayed  the  hands  of  those  who  seemed  deter- 
mined on  the  destnidion  of  the  old  States:  but  not  ao| 
they  were  still  unsatisfied.  Emboldened  by  iheir  own 
strength,  derived  from  the  munificence  of  those  they  de- 
spoil, and  by  the  weakness  of  the  latter,  occasioned  by 
the  same  cause,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  few  unnatural  al- 
liea,  they  now  boldly  come  ftirward  and  claim,  for  their 
exdnaive  benefit,  the  whole  of  thia  immense  national 
fund.  Nay,  said  he,  a  great  deal  more  than  this;  for  he 
would  infinitely  prefer  an  entire  surrender  of  the  «  bole 
of  the  national  domain,  and  get  rid  of  the  expense,  and 
these  eternal  turmtnts  and  importunities,  than  to  see  this 
bill  passed  upon  the  people  of  the  old  States.  If  the 
law  should  be  honestly  enforced,  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  would  not  pay  the  expenses  or  our  land  machinery) 
certainly  not,  if  we  included  the  Indian  treaties,  Indian 
wan,  and  Indian  annuities,  whtcb  were  all  fiiirly  charge- 
ble  to  this  account.  Tt.us  losing  the  whole  of  thia  im- 
mense properly,  the  old  Slates  would  be  farther  burden- 
ed with  the  expense  of  psrcetling  it  out  to  others.  If 
the  law  |liould  be  evaded,  the  salts  would  be  tomething 
larger,  but  the  profits  on  speculations  would  be  an  ex- 
clusive bounty  to  crime,  and  a  premium  to  ingenious  and 
fraudulent  speculation. 

And  yet  we  are  told,  said  Hr.'K.,  that  we  must  go  for 
tbta  measure  because  It  is  an  adminlslration  measure.  In 
its  prcaent  form  he  did  not  believe  it  was  so.  He  knev 
the  pre-emption  clsuse  waa  not,  as  all  knew  that  nothing 
wss  more  abhorred  by  the  Executive  than  that  unjust 
and  odious  feature  in  the  bill.  But,  sa'd  Mr.  K.,  how- 
ever this  may  be,  do  not  talk  to  me  of  administration 
measures,  whilst  you  have  got  your  fingers  in  my  pock. 
et%  or  the  pockeU  of  my  eonstttuents.  Take  tliem  out, 
rir,  and  then  we  can  better  reason  the  matter.  Inmt 


some  equivocal  provision)  mantle  the  bill  in  sotne  ob- 
scurity; afford  some  temporary  refuge  for  reason,  wbilit 
fancy  may  be  called  in  to  promise  some  distant  hope  of 
a  poesiUe  advantage  to  the  old  Staler  to  compaiaM 
them,  to  tome  extent,  ttx  the  enormoua  aacriflcei  which 
yoa  propose  to  force  upon  them.  Do  not,  said  he,  in- 
sult us  with  this  plain  project  of  taking  money  inm  the 
pockets  of  one  class  of  citizens  and  putting  it  into  those 
of  another. 

Sir,  continued  Mr.  K.,  the  people  of  Georgia,  (hit 
greitly  wronged,  much  abused,  and  much  injured  Statr, 
yielding  to  the  claims  of  tbeir  Mlow-inliaens  of  the  oth- 
er Slates,  with  whom,  in  a  common  cause,  Uiey  bad 
marched  through  the  perils  of  the  Revolution,  generous- 
ly surrendered  to  the  United  States  (with  reservationa 
too  insignificant  to  notice,  when  compared  to  the  value 
of  the  whole)  two  of  the  finest  Statea  in  the  Union. 

This  territory,  if  disposed  of  to  the  beat  advanlirr, 
would  have  freed  llie  Slate  from  taxation  to  the  end  of 
time.  Though  millions  of  it  had  been  squandered  upon 
squattera,  relinquished  to  speculators  by  the  reKef  la*, 
and  otherwise  prodigally  diaiposed  of,  the  past  and  Alton 
receipts  from  it  would  likely  be  near  8ne.  hundred  ai3> 
lions  of  dollars.  And  yet  the  people  of  Georgia,  to 
whom  thia  immenae  property  once  exclusively  belonged, 
are  hereafter  to  be  virtuslly  deprived  of  sll  participatioi 
in  it,  as  a  common  intereat  lo  the  confederacy.  Her  cit- 
izens  are  to  be  deprived  of  the  poor  privilege  of  buying 
it  at  the  price  fixed  by  the  Government,  to  which  it  wsi 
graiuitously  given.  The  honest  planter,  with  a 
family  of  sons,  with  prudent  forvi^ht,  lookii^TnwiM 
to  the  period  when  your  unnatural  oombinationa  and  k* 
gislfttive  plunder  may  render  his  impoveriAed  Slate  in 
unfit  habitation  for  man,  cannot  provide  f«w  them  a  few 
aections  of  land  in  a  more  favored  Slate,  without  submit- 
ting to  ceremonies  and  restrictions  which,  lo  an  honert 
man,  will  render  the  privilege  worse  than  a  mockery. 
He  muat  atand  by,  said  Mr.  K.,  and  see  this  property 
tied  up  by  nsrrow,  contracted,  partial  leg'alalton,  into  a 
bundle  of  bribes  and  bounties,  calculated  and  inteodedto 
drain  the  reaourcea  and  consummate  the  ruin  of  the  Slate 
whose  generosity  furnished  the  means  of  perpetntiitg 
the  injustice.  Sir,  said  he,  when  the  people  of  GeorgU 
send  me  here  lo  plunder  tftem,  and  not  to  protect  ibe^, 
I  may  think  of  the  proposition,  but  not  before. 

What  were  the  reasons  urged  for  thia  partial  and  op* 
pressive  measured  Interckt  was  aulBcient  toaddresi  to 
sonrtei  party,  periiaps,  to  otlnfrsi  but  what  were  them- 
sons  addressed  to  thine  members  from  the  oM  Stales 
who  were  diaposed  to  atand  up  fur  the  righia  of  ttieir 
constituents?  Why,  they  were  the  great  and  threitw* 
ing  evils  of  a  redundant  Treasury.  It  was  strange  ibii 
measure  had  not  been  urged  with  such  zeal,  furllicse 
reasons,  when  there  was  some  necessity  for  it.  ffb^ 
waa  this  surplus  now,  or  from  whence  was  it  to  be  de- 
rived durins  the  present  year?  Gentlemen  bad  shon 
commendable  caution  in  making,  or  rather  in  not  i^j^ 
calculations  on  this  subject.  No  one  had  descendeoto 
the  u«e  of  figures  but  the  Senator  from  H>sslasippn  "» 
he,  Mr.  K.  thought,  contrary  to  hii  woni,  upon  grsj* 
matters,  had  been  a  little  flighiy  upon  this  subject- 
Senator  had  estimated  a  future  annual  surplus  ^  f^t 
lions  of  dollars,  and  that,  without  thia  measure,  80  or  IW 
millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands  would  pass  into  JK 
bands  of  apecuktors  in  the  next  four  years^  And  wHt 
was  the  baais  of  his  estimate*  Why,  he  bad  taken  loe 
proceeds  of  the  last  year,  (about  35  millions,)  and  laade 
them  the  basis  of  his  estimae  for  the  next  fotw 
The  Senator  might  just  aa  well  have  anticipated  in  181% 
that  because  Napoleon  Bonaparte  invaded  Busna  W»> 
an  efTective  army  of  400,000  fighting  men,  be 
enabled  to  make  the  aame  effort  ^■yrtJEttf^  T^f?! 
der  of  b'ii  life.   It  ia  certairdVHw  w<lVr  ■ 
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mode  of  remtonin;,  to  uy  that  wlut  happens  one  year 
may,  under  the  aanie  circumstancea^  happen  the  nezt{ 
but  single  instances  are  not  always  roUowed  by  their  like; 
and  there  arc  extraordinary  causes  operating  in  Rnance 
ftad  apecuUtion,  as  there  are  in  war,  and  almoit  every 
IUm;  ebe. 

Wut,  tben,  said  Mr,  K-*  are  the  probable  noses  to 
wlueh  we  are  to  attribute  the  extraordinary  results  in  ibe 
sales  of  the  public  lands  in  the  year  1836,  and  the  year 
preceding?  If  the  causes  are  of  a  permanent  nature, 
the  results  may  be  relied  upon  as  the  basis  of  future  es- 
limateii  if  tbey  be  only  temporary,  have  ceased  to  exist, 
orara  rapidly  pamngavay,  all  reatoning  on  such  prem- 
ises !■  more  deludre  tlian  demonstrative. 

Mr.  K.  then  proceeded  to  enumerate  some  of  these 
causes.  In  1834  it  was  settled  that  the  charter  of  tlie 
Bank  of  the  United  States  would  not  be  renewed.  The 
reiBoval  of  this  institution  (of  which  be  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  complaining)  bad  encouraged  in  the 
country  hopes  of  great  profits  by  banlcing,  and  we  had 
accordingly  been  inundated  with  an  uncontrolled,  unreg- 
ulated flood  of  paper  money,  issuing  from  the  sluices  of 
Bve  hundred  new  bank^  with  additional  supplies  from 
Ibe  old  onesi  and  in  the  last  four  years  the  currency  of 
the  country,  including  specie,  according  to  the  most 
probsble  compulation,  bad  a  little  more  than  doubled. 
Wna  this  a  permanent  state  of  things'  Did  we  expect 
that  our  currency  was  to  double  every  four  years? 

Well,  continued  Mr.  K.,  what  was  the  natural  conse< 
qaence  of  this  sudden  snd  extraordinary  inflation  of  the 
cnrKuey.'  It  wasaapirit of apeculalionand  over*trading, 
which  reached  public  lands  as  well  as  private  Unds,  and 
private  lots,  and  every  species  of  properly  that  was  a 
subject  of  bargain  and  sale.  This  spirit  had  extended 
to  unbroken  forests,  as  well  as  towns,  cities,  snd  villages. 
It  embraced  the  poor  pine  lands  of  Maine,  as  wefl  as 
"Jackson  city,"  on  the  Putnmact  e  city  which,  in  the 
spirit  of  the  times,  sfter  the  lots  hsd  been  disposed  of, 
waa  commenced  and  finisbed  in  a  single  day.  These 
wild  ipecnlatioDs^  extending  to  every  thing,  were  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  this  great  redunoiincy  of  (he 
currency:  for  money  waa  unlike  most  other  commodities 
in  the  extent  of  the  demind  for  it.  There  was  no  cer* 
tain  limitation  on  Ibe  demand  except  that  which  was 
found  in  a  linitation  of  the  supply.  So  general  was  the 
dtspnutioa  to  make  money  without  labor,  that  men  would 
always  be  found  to  adventure  in  speculation  when  tbey 
could  procure  money  with  facility. 

Mr.  K.  sa^d  that  this  redundancy  of  the  currency  had, 
moreover,  been  sustained,  by  concurrent  causes,  (some 
of  them  not  dependent  on  the  markets  of  this  country,) 
for  an  unusual  length  of  time,  Hilhout  a  reaction.  In 
tbe  firat  place,  said  he,  it  hss  bo  happened  that  the  in- 
creased demand  for  our  principal  exporti  has  gradually 
increased  in  value  for  the  last  three  or  four  years.  Tbe 
value  of  our  exports  each  year,  for  that  period,  has  been 
an  advance  on  that  of  the  ytkr  preceding.  As  a  general 
nicf  with  the  advantage  of  such  progressive  inereaie  In 
the  value  of  exportation,  it  is  impossible  to  create  ft  de- 
mand for  tbe  exportation  of  specie  whiUt  such  increase 
continuei.  But,  unfortunately,  this  has  not  been  the 
only  means  by  which  we  have  increased  the  debits  of 
our  foreign  account.  Look  at  our  foreign  account  for 
the  year  1836 — one  hundred  and  aeventy-four  millions 
of  imports,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  millions  of 
ezpOTtS)  leaving  a  baUnce  of  flfty-two  millions  against 
us  deducting  only  our  portion  of  the  profits  of  trade. 
Tbeee  pnifi's  could  not  be  safely  put  down  at  more  than 
twelve  or  fifteen  miirions,  leaving  a  probable  clear  bal- 
anee  against  oa  offorty  millions  of  dollars.   And  yet,  be 

SHd,  the  exchanges  bad  continued  in  our  favor,  indica- 
tinf  a  favorable  balance.  Sir,  said  he,  what  sort  of  a 
batonee  ii  tbia?   It  ia  not  t  balance  on  tbe  exchange  of 


valuable  commodities.  It  is  the  deceptive  bsUnce  of 
the  borrower  to  the  lender.  If,  said  he,  you  be  a  man 
of  fortune,  and  I  be  without  fortune,  yet,  if  I  borrow  all 
your  money  I  will  have  plenty  of  money  and  you  « ill  be 
deatitute,  though  tbe  richer  man  of  the  two.  And  if  it 
be  necessary  for  you  to  send  the  money  ynu  loan  to  me 
from  Alabama  to  Georgia,  my  note,  sent  to  you  in  ex- 
change for  il,  produces  precisely  tbe  same  effect  upon 
the  exchanges  between  the  two  Slates  as  if  1  bad  coo- 
signed  to  you  the  value  in  valuable  commodities. 

By  just  such  means  have  we  indicated  a  favorable 
balance  against  Europe.  Instead  of  ihe  produce  of  in- 
dustry, we  have  sent  about  forty  millions  in  notes,  bonds, 
stocks,  and  State  securities,  and,  tbe  exchange  being  in 
our  favor*  we  have  imported  the  return  in  ^»ecie.  So 
that  we  liave  not  only  borrowed  forty  millions  to  sustain 
our  currency  in  the  single  year  of  1836,  but  we  have 
borrowed  that  amount  in  specie  to  aid  in  sustaining  4 
paper  i^e.  What  was  tbe  result  of  all  this?  Why, 
the  result  of  tbe  extravagant  speculalions  growing  out 
of  a  redundant  currency,  and  that  redundant  currency, 
sustained  and  kept  up  by  tbe  means  adverted  to,  bad 
been  a  Urge  surplus  treasure  deposited  in  the  dcpoaita 
banks.  The  interest  of  these  banks  required  that  they 
abould  make  the  most  of  the  depoMtc;  and,  to  do  this, 
they  would  naturally  prefer  loaning  to  speculators  in  the 
public  Undv,  as  ihey  were  certain  of  a  return  of  the  de- 
posite.  To  this  large  deposite,  Mr.  R.  thought,  might 
be  attributed,  perhaps  the  whole  increase  in  the  sales 
in  1836  over  ibe  sales  of  183^,  which  increase  was  about 
$10,000,000. 

Now,  continued  Mr.  K.,  these  are  the  principal  causes, 
I  ap(wehend,  of  the  extraordinary  results  in  the  pro* 
ceeds  of  tbe  sales  in  1835-'6.  Are  tbey  permanent  ?  Can 
their  continuance  be  relied  on  as  the  basis  of  future  es- 
timates? If  not,  these  calculations  of  twenty-five  mil- 
lions a  year  from  this  source,  hereafter,  are  mere  delu- 
sions, and  cannot  safely  be  talun  as  the  bas's  of  impor- 
tant legislation.  Let  us  look,  then,  at  the  last  cause 
firbt:  Ihe  surplus  revenue  in  the  deposi  e  bsnks,  amount- 
ing to  forty  or  fifty  millions  during  1836,  is  now  sinking 
under  the  operation  of  tbe  deposite  law,  and,  in  the 
course  of  Ihe  jear,  will  entirely  disappear.  This  great 
cause  is,  then,  rapidly  passing  away.  Nett,  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  currency,  generally — the  primary  cause 
uf  speculation.  Is  it  to  be  sustained  by  causes  hereto- 
fore operating'  Can  it  be  propped  up  any  longer  by 
borrowing  from  Europe?  On  Ibe  contrary,  we  find  the 
resource  of  borrowing  entirely  cut  off,  and  ihe  moneyed 
interests  in  Europe  have  taken  steps  to  stop  Ihe  export- 
ation of  specie  to  Ibis  country.  And  such  is  the  state 
of  the  money  market  in  Europe,  that  it  is  likely  all  stocks 
sent  there  on  pledge  will  be  returned  for  redemption, 
and  all  loans  falling  due  will  be  presacd  for  payment. 
The  most  hvorable  view  of  this  branch  of  the  sobject  is, 
that  the  principal  of  our  European  loan  cannot  be  in- 
creaaedt  and  even  if  our  whole  credit  there  be  continued 
as  a  loin,  tbe  interest  hereafter  must  be  added  to  Ibe 
other  nde  of  the  account)  and  tbe  rise  in  exchanges 
will  probably  soon  call  for  an  exportation  of  specie. 

In  the  next  place,  have  we  any  hope  of  assistance 
from  an  advance  in  our  exports?  On  the  contrary,  all 
accounts  concur  in  sunlaining  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  his  opinion,  that  in  thin  there  will  be  a  very  heavy 
decline.  We  have,  tben,  none  of  tlie  extraordinary 
means  of  sustaining  over-issues,  which  we  have  com- 
manded heretofore.  Sir,  said  he,  1  am  no  practical 
merchant,  no  practical  banker,  and  do  not  profess  to  b« 
high  authority  on  these  subjects.  He  wished  to  creata 
no  panics)  and  had  too  little  cmifidence  Ih  his  own  judg- 
ment to  make  any  pooiiive  prophecies.  But  if  be  pos- 
sessed Ibe  ordinary  faculty  of  connecting  effects  with 
their  cauaei^  where  tbe  connexion  wasc^bvious,  he 
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thought  we  had  the  facta  before  ua,  from  whifch  we 
migtit  reaaonably  apprehend  one  of  ihe  moat  tremen- 
doua  czplosioni  that  e?er  afflicted  any  commercial  peo- 
ple. 11  might  be  STerled  or  poitponedf  but  no  prudent 
and  experienced  financier,  he  thought,  would  act  on  the 
premnfption  that  it  could  be  enlireljtavirided,  or  even 
poalponed  to  %  very  diatant  day. 

There  was  another  reason,  Hr.  K.  thou^it,  for  a  di- 
miniibed  estimate  in  the  sales  uf  the  public  hinds{  and 
that  was  the  very  fact  upon  which  high  future  estimates 
had  been  made.  He  alluded  to  the  great  quantity  of 
laml  lately  taken  up  on  specubtion.  These  Undst  he 
said,  were  doubtleaa  the  beat  selections,  and  nearest  to 
the  settled  parts  of  the  country,  and  the  quintity  was 
sufficient  to  anticipate  the  demand  for  actual  svtllement 
for  twelve  or  fifleen  years.  When  the  spirit  of  specula* 
tion  bad  ceated,  these  land^  must  come  extensively  into 
competition  with  the  Government,  and  diminish  the 
Government  sales.  It  was  a  great  mistake  to  suppow 
that  lari^  land  companies  or  speculators  KTre  in  Ihe 
habit  of  holding  up  iheir  lands  at  exorbitant  and  forbid- 
ding prices,  tluit  a  large  and  unproductive  property 
might  be  sold  and  settled  by  posterity.  They  had,  gen- 
erally, neither  the  power  nor  inclination  to  do  so.  They 
Could  not  obtain  vei^  large  profits  whilst  the  Govern- 
ment was  in  free  competition  with  land  of  equal  quality 
and  at  as  low  prices.  Mr.  K.  mentioned  aeveral  instaii- 
ees  where  investments  in  Alabsmii,  in  1S20,  on  specula- 
tions, had  yielded  only  an  interest  on  the  investment, 
and  in  tome  cases  not  even  that.  He  also  slated  that 
aome  of  bia  friends  had  gone  to  Misaissippi  during  the 
late  land  sales,  and  had  purchased  the  choice  selection*, 
from  a  large  supply  held  by  a  land  company,  at  a  mod- 
erate advance  on  the  original  cost,  and  had  preferred 
purchasing  of  these  companies  to  taking  their  chances  at 
the  sales.  Operating  upon  a  large  scale,  a  small  ad- 
vance per  acre  afTords  a  handsome  profit,  though  gen- 
erally less  than  is  paid  to  "  land  hunlen',"  for  selecting 
and  locating  in  smaller  quantities.  As  much  of  the  mo- 
ney with  which  lands  have  been  purchased  on  specula- 
tion had.  been  borrowed,  Hr.  K.  thought  many  pur- 
chasers would,  from  necessity,  come  into  competition 
with  the  Government,  at  something  I'ke  Government 
prices.  Rut,  if  we  restrict  the  competition  of  Govern- 
ment, we  gVe  a  monopoly  to  previous  purchasers,  and 
probably  secure  to  them  very  heavy  apecuUtions.  Such 
inconvenient  restrictions  on  the  Government  sales  must 
make  the  fortunes  of  those  who  have  already  inveated 
largely  in  the  public  lantls.  However  this  miglit  be,  he 
Slid,  the  large  quantity  in  the  banda  of  inilividuala, 
which  had  rapidly  accumulated  there  from  temporary 
causes,  must  come  very  largely  into  competition  with 
the  Government  sales. 

Hr.  K.  also  briefly  alluded  to  the  probable  independ- 
ence and  settlement  of  Texas,  al  no  distant  period.  If 
this  should  occur,  there  would  be  a  large  body  of  the 
finest  lands  in  the  world,  opened  at  fifty  centa  per  acre. 
This  tempta'ion  woulil  carry  off  thousands  of  our  emi- 
grating population,  and  reduce  ihe  demand  for  setlle- 
ment  and  cultivation.  Thi%  he  said,  wa<ia  contingency, 
lo  be  surei  but  every  argument  at  all  bearing  upon  the 
subject  should  be  noticed,  when  there  was  a  propoiition 
which  virtually  gave  up  this  immense  property  of  the 

Eeople,  as  a  common  properly,  and  distributed  it  in 
ounties  and  benefits.  Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  K.  con- 
cluded that,  when  we  examined  thecaueesof  ihe  extra- 
ordinary amount  derived  from  the  public  lands  during 
the  last  two  years,  and  that  those  causes  were  passing 
away,  and  presenting  considerations  upon  which  we 
should  greatly  reduce  a  future  estimate,  the  eatimate  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  much  more  probable 
than  any  other  by  which  it  had  been  attacked^  it  was  the 
estimate  of  an  experienced  and  practical  financier,  and 


gentlemen  could  not  and  did  not  attack  it  by  reasoned  cal- 
culations, but  flourished  over  it  without  ibe  use  of  a 

single  figuie. 

Dut,  said  Mr.  K-,  I  can  tell  gentlemen,  fur  Umr 
consolaUon.  that  they  shall  not  escape  so  easily  in  this 
matter,  lliey  shall  come  to  the  point,  and  submit  lo  ts 
exiimination  of  figures:  yea,  and  those,  too,  figures  of 
arilhmetic,  and  not  figures  of  rhetoric.  They  shall  either 
shut  their  eyes,  refute  or  admit,  or  the  only  avnwed  mo- 
tive by  which  they  justify  their  votes  for  ihiffltgrinl 
rubbery  of  the  old  Sules  shall  be  Uken  from  tbeia 
without  their  consent. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  would  notr  proceed  to  riiow  wlut 
foundation  there  was  for  an  alarm  about  a  aurptoi  in 
1837,  which  was  the  only  ground  upon  which  any  nwm- 
ber  from  an  old  State  dare  to  place  his  vote  to  plunder 
his  con^tiluenls.  He  would  first  attempt  to  du  so  hj 
that  slighted  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiurj-, 
which  gentlemen  could  run  over,  but  could  not  revon 
down.  He  would  then  look  at  the  account  as  it  vouM 
aland,  even  if  the  Secretary  was  as  far  mistaken  u  gen* 
men  supposed. 

What,  then,  continued  he,  according  to  this  estinslfi 
will  be  the  cash  resources  of  the  Government  for  Ihe  year 
1837?  The  Secretary  estimates  them  at  iwentj-nine  mJ- 
lions— that  i*,  five  millions  retained  in  the  Treaauryof  un- 
expended appropriations,  and  iwenty-four  millions  as  the 
receipts  of  the  year.  From  what  source  isthiatwenly  four 
millions  of  income  to  be  derived?  Let  us  examine  esch 
item,  and  see  how  far  the  eatimate  can  be  attacked  in  d^ 
tail.  The  firat  item  is  for  cuatoma,  sixteen  milUon  fivehnn* 
dred  thousand  dollars.  Was  that  too  low  *  The  enHom 
proiluced  more  last  year;  but  Ust  year  the  importations 
lisd  been  swelled  by  temporary  causes,  such  as  Ihe  jn^t 
destruction  by  the  New  York  fire,  aspirit  of  speculntion, 
&c.,  and  could  not  be  relied  on  as  the  basis  of  future 
estimstes.  The  estimate  made  by  Ihe  Secretary  mi^ 
be  a  little  too  high  or  too  low.  It  was  more  thanwede- 
rived  from  the  customs  in  1834,  when  the  duties  were 
higher  than  they  will  be  in  1837,  and  no  practice  nnan* 
cier,  at  the  head  of  the  Department,  would  Iwve  con- 
sidered it  aafe  lo  calculate  on  a  greater  revenue  from 
this  source.  This  item,  however,  had  nol  been  sltick- 
ed,  and  might  therefore  stand  admitted.  The  next  item 
was  t*'i>  million  dollars  from  the  stock  of  the  Bmlc 
of  the  United  States!  nobody  had  questioned  •l>'"""' 
we  might  get  more  than  this  from  the  bank  >n  1837» 
but  at  the  same  time  we  might  not  get  a  cent.  Atany 
rate,  this  was  not  a  permanent  source  of  incomei  it  «• 
a  part  of  our  espiUl.  That  item  not  being  duputed, 
time  need  not  be  waited  upon  it.  The  next  item  « 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  interest,  and  other 
small  matters,  about  which  there  could  be  liitle  ni»»«' 
The  nexl  item  was  that  of  the  public  lands,  fi"  "™]^ 
dollars,  which  WM  the  principal  subject  of  attack.  W 
that  item,  in  addition  to  what  he  had  said,  he  wouU  "J"? 
here  remark,  that  it  was  more  than  the  public 
ever  brought  into  Ihe  Treasury  in  one  year,  "ceptw 
the  years  1835  and  1836.  And  if  the  causes  of  Jj* 
Iraordinary  results  in  these  two  years  had  been  •»"'''[. 
be  of  a  temporary  character,  no  higher  eiUmate  eaaa 
have  been  safely  relied  on. 

The  account,  then,  slanda  thus:  wwrtw 
From  customs,  -  -  -  "  "fflflOO 
Bank  atock,  -  -  -         -  3.W0,0W 

Interest  on  money  from  depoaile  banks,  «c.  Iln'nm 
Sales  of  public  lands,      -         -        -  Jf^^ 

$24,000,1300 

Reserved  in  the  Treasury  of  unexpended     ^  qoqOOO 

Digitized  by  GoO^^wSoO 


appropriations,  - 
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This  M  the  sum,  then,  to  answer  the  cilb 
orihe  Government  in  1837.  Wbut  are 
the  charges  upon  In  the  first  place^ 
in  roand  numbers,  the  appropriations, 
new,  iranaferred,  and  permanent,  for 
1837»  u  eiiioMted,  are    -  936,000,000 

Uoexpended  appropriatioiu  •  14,000,000 

 $10,000,000 


Leaving  us  indebted  to  appropriationj, 
at  the  end  of  ibe  year  1837,     -        -  |U,000,OQO 


It  wilt  be  seen  froni  this  that,  even  if  there  remain 
unexpended  appropriations  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  end 
of  1837,  to  the  amount  of  114,000,000,  that  »,  a  sum  as 
large  at  remained  at  (he  end  of  1836,  (a  very  improbable 
event,)  then  we  shall  have  only  $3,000,000  in  money  to 
answer  the  demand,  and  will  owe  still  $11,000,000  ntore 
than  we  have  money  in  the  Treasury  to  pay.  But  if 
there  abould  remain  in  the  Treasury,  at  the  end  of  1837, 
a  much  smallersum,  say  only  (9,000,000,  (a  result  much 
more  |>robable,)  wtiy,  then,  we  should  have  to  call  on 
Ibe  States  for  (2,000,000,  and  would  still  owe  (9,000,000 
to  appropriations  beside. 

The  above,  Mr.  K.  said,  would  be  tbe  probable  slate 
of  the  account,  provided  tbe  estimates  of  the  8ecr«(a)-y 
were  correct,  as  well  in  appropriations  as  receipts. 
Sliould  we,  then,  appropriate  what  was  aftkcd  by  tbe 
Government^  Ha  saw  no  diipoaition  to  vote  less,  and 
particularly  by  those  moat  in  favor  of  this  bill;  and  on 
this  subject  he  would  only  further  remark  that,  for  many 
years  past,  Conj^ress  had  uniformly  appropriated  from 
two  to  four  million!  more  than  waa asked  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  last  year  we  bad  appropriated  about  ten 
millions  more. 

But  it  was  said  the  Secretary  was  in  error  in  his  esti- 
mate of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  Very  well, 
let  us  view  tbe  matter  with  that  admiauon.  Ho»  much 
ma  he  wrong.'  It  teemed  to  be  a  private  sentiment 
with  some,  that,  as  the  deposites  would  not  be  removed 
entirely  till  the  end  of  18S7,  and  money  might  be  made 
more  plenty  in  the  Slates  by  distribution,  the  specula- 
tions might  continue  sufficiently,  during  1837,  to  bring 
into  Ibe  Treasury  ten  millions.  There  was  some  reason 
in  this;  and  for  such  gentlemen  we  would  put  down  ten 
millions,  and  say  the  Secretary  has  erred  five  millions. 
What  then.'  Why,  we  would  still  owe  aix  minimis  at 
the  end  of  1837.  Did  any  one,  except  the  Senator  from 
Missiasippt,  ask  more  than  VtM  If  so,  give  Uiem  fifteen 
millions,  and  we  would  alill  owe  oni  million  to  appro- 
priations; and  even  carry  the  amount  to  the  twenty 
milfioos  (a  sum  to  which  it  could  only  be  carried  by  a 
race  of  the  imagination,)  and  we  should,  even  then,  only 
have  four  millions  in  tbe  Treasury  unappropriated.  This 
was  a  sum  with  which  we  ahould  never  be  discontented, 
and  to  get  rid  of  which  he  would  never  adopt  any  ex- 
traordinar}-  measure.  It  was  a  sum  we  had  often  had  in 
our  Treasury,  and  which  was  calculated  to  do  no  jnjury 
or  create  any  alarm. 

The  only  object,  then,  which  members  from  the  old 
States  would  avow  to  justify  this  outrage  upon  (heir  con- 
stituents, was  entirely  swept  from  under  ibem  by  mathe- 
matical demonstration.  If  there  were  any  error  in  this 
calculation,  let  gentlemen  show  it.  There  was  no  dan- 
ger, however,  that  gentlemen  would  even  attempt  thist 
lor,  except  by  general  assertions  and  sweeping  esti- 
matea,  it  was  a  branch  of  (he  aubject  they  seemed 
anxious  to  smother.  In  the  very  sweeping  glance  of  the 
only  Senator  who  had  touched  it,  he  took  scarcely  a 
notice  of  expenditures,  nor  did  he  evrn  notice  that  we 
owe  fourteen  millions  to  unexpended  appropriations. 
Tbe  truth  was,  he  uid,  that  the  bill  was  supported  by  a 
strange  and  umwlural  combination.   Supposed  interest 


was  sufhcient  for  somet  the  influence  operating  on 
others  be  would  name,  and  perhaps  did  not  know|  and 
othera  were  actuated  by  motives  they  did  not  think 
proper  to  avow.  He  said  tt  could  not  be  disguiaed,  and 
ought  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  only  object  of  one  in- 
fluence exerted  in  favor  of  this  bill  waa  to  draw  back 
the  money  depouted  with  tbe  States,  and  indirectly  de- 
feat the  deposite  bill.  That  this  must  be  the  effect  of 
the  measure  was  inevitable,  unless  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  could  be  greatly  reduced,  which  no  one 
had  suggested  was  immediately  practicable.  And  vhy 
this  persevering  oppoaition  and  untiring  antipathy  to  tlie 
depoaite  bill  >  No  one  regretted  the  necessity  for  that 
bill  more  than  he  did  at  the  time,  and  no  one  who  voted 
against  the  bill  was  more  opposed  to  raising  money  for 
distribution,  or  to  a  policy  of  distribution.  But  this  was 
an  extraordinary  measure,  to  meet  an  extraordinary 
emergency.  We  found  thirty  or  forty  millions  in  the 
Treasury  more  than  waa  required  for  (he  purposes  of 
the  Government.  The  question  waa  not  so  nuieh  how 
it  was  raised,  as  what  ahould  be  done  with  it.  If  it  had 
been  improfierly  raiaed,  that  was  no  reason  why  it 
aliould  be  improperly  wasted,  or  disposed  of  in  a  man- 
ner to  produce  the  greatest  evils.  To  continue  this 
amount  in  tbe  depoaite  banks  was  acknowledged,  even  ' 
by  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  to  be  altogether  iololera- 
btet  tbe  President  himself  bad  acknowledged  ihist  and 
yet  the  opponents  of  the  bill,  though  full  of  objections, 
bad  no  pun  except  to  allow  the  money  to  remain  in  the 
deposite  banks,  where  they  acknowledged  it  was  ruin- 
ing the  currency,  and  would  ruin  (lie  country.  The 
Senator  from  Missouri  [Ur.  Bkhtoh]  had  a  plan,  to  be 
sure,  and  that  was  to  rsise  the  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  expend  the  surplus  in  fortifications, 
armories,  arsenals,  Sic.  The  great  objection  to  this 
plan  waa  that  in  expending  the  surplus  merely  to  get 
rid  of  it,  we  should  have  laid  the  foundation  of  a  per- 
manent expenditure,  incons'istent  with  the  economical 
habita  of  our  people,  and  with  the  jimplicity  of  our  re- 
publican institutions.  The  tariff*  would  have  been  raised 
in  a  few  years,  instead  of  reduced,  and  the  burdens  of 
(he  people  unnecessarily  increased,  to  keep  up  a  scale 
of  expenditure  established  by  a  prodigal  expenditure  of 
the  surplus.  For  you  might  as  well  undertake,  said  he, 
to  reduce  tbe  natural  stature  of  man  without  (he  use  of 
violence,  as  to  undertake  to  reduce  tbe  expenditures  of 
a  Government  after  they  are  once  fixed.  Engbnd  had 
tried  that.  In  vain  have  the  retrenching  members  of 
her  reformed  Parliament,  in  their  patriotic  effurts,  ap- 
pealed to  the  expenditures  of  1797.  (thought  then  to  be 
an  extravagant  period,)  and  showed  that  the  present 
expenditure  is,  in  some  instances,  near  three  times  as 
much  for  the  same  service.  Each  branch  of  the  service 
has  influence  or  tact  enough  to  preserve  itself  from  en- 
croacliment;  and  every  expense  is  made  to  appear  ne- 
cessary, because  it  baa  become  habitual.  He  was  sorry 
to  say  that  the  increase  in  the  expenditures  of  some 
branches  of  our  own  service  taught  a  similar  lesson. 
These  ^said  Mr.  K.)  were  the  objections  to  tbe  useless 
expenditure  of  tbe  surplus,  by  the  General  Government. 
7'he  expenditure  of  the  aurplus  would  only  have  been 
tbe  beginningt  the  end  would  have  been  a  heavy  per- 
manent expenditure. 

Again,  ibis  plan  of  extravagant  expenditure  was  no 
remedy  for  the  evil.  The  Ubor  could  not  have  been 
commanded,  or  the  work  performed,  with  any  regard 
to  durability  or  economy,  with  sufficient  rapidity  to  have 
made  any  effectual  impression  on  the  sutplus  fur  several 
years;  and  this  plan  would  have  been  just  equivalent  to 
giving  the  deposite  banks  a  warrant  to  keep  it  for  three 
or  four  years:  for  the  revenue  would  have  accrued 
nearly  as  fast  as  expended.  It  v6(IldJ)e^erceived  that 
fourtecii  millions  remiQtftttvWttlMilMv^gl)  «e  «p- 
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pnipriated  lut  yetr  thirty-four  or  thirty*five  BiiirHMif.  IF 
we  had  appropriated  sixty-rour  or  aixty^fiTe  mUlioiMt  aa 
we  were  asked  to  do,  tiie  unexpended  approprtatiotu 
would  have  been  probably  double. 

This  plan,  then,  was  neitlter  acceptable  nor  effectual, 
and  no  other  plan  seemed  so  efTeetual  and  so  just  as  the 
plan  that  was  adopted.  This  money  was  in  the  Treasu- 
ryt  it  belonged  to  the  people^  and  was  not  needed  for 
the  public  service,  and  could  not  be  permUted  to  re* 
mam  on  deposite  without  great  snd  acknowledged  evils. 
To  S've  the  people  the  use  of  it,  with  some  regard  to 
equality,  until  needed  for  some  really  national  purpose, 
was  certainly  the  most  juit  to  the  people,  whilst  tt  was 
most  cfTectutl  in  avoiding  the  evils  complained  of.  Not 
the  least  evil  of  leaving  this  immense  aiirplus  on  depos- 
ite wouM  have  been  to  make  it  a  subject  of  continual 
Bcramble  (or  partial  snd  useless  appropriations,  in  which 
the  least  scrupulous  would  have  succeeded  best. , 

Mr.  K.  repeated  that  this  surplus  rightly  belonged  to 
the  people  of  the  States,  who  should  be  permitted  to 
retain  it  until  wanted  for  the  real  purposes  of  the  Gov- 
emmentt  and  no  necenily  should  be  created,  by  a 
messure  of  injustice,  to  call  back  this  money.  The 
money  had  been  raised  by  the  unexpected  and  unpre- 
cedented sales  of  the  public  land,  and  had  not,  properly 
speaking,  been  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  people. 

Even  if  this  surplus  money,  he  said,  had  been  raised 
by  taxation  improperly,  it  would  hsve  been  better  to 
have  returned  than  wasted  it.  A  great  deal  of  slang  had 
been  used  to  create  a  prejudice  againut  the  distribution 
or  deposite  bill,  by  reprobating  the  idea  of  taxing  the 
people  to  return  the  money  to  them  under  a  system  of 
dialnbution.  ft  perhaps  never  occurred  to  those  wise 
lecturers  that  the  customs  for  the  last  three  years  had 
not  paid  the  expenses  of  the  Oovernmen%  or  any  thing 
like  itt  si»d  this  moment,  but  for  the  extraordinary  pro* 
eeeds  of  the  land  sates,  there  would  hsve  been  no  sun 
plus,  and  the  Treasury  wou!d  have  been  bankrupt.  No 
human  foresight  could  have  foreseen  or  prevented  this 
surplus.  It  could  not  have  been  done  without  an  en- 
tire tvpeal  of  the  tsrifT  two  years  sgof  and  if  any  man 
had  proposed  an  entire  repeal  of  duties  two  years  ago, 
on  the  ground  that  the  lands  would  bring  into  the 
Treasury  forty  millions  the  next  two  years,  when  they 
liad  never  before  produced  more  tlian  three  or  four 
millions  a  year,  he  would  have  been  pronounced  a  mad- 
man. 

And,  as  to  "a  system"  of  distribution,  nobody,  he' 
presumed,  ever  thouglit  of  a  sj-stem.  The  object  was 
to  provide  a  present  remedy  for  an  already  existingevil, 
not  to  raise  i-r  create  a  surplus  for  future  distribution; 
and  be  had  voted  to  encroach  on  the  appropriations,  by 
divi'ling  a  part  of  the  unexpended  balance,  that  it  might 
be  unnecessary  to  repeat  this,  or  adopt  any  other  ex- 
traordinary measure,  to  dispose  of  a  future  surplus. 

The  surplus  already  divided  would  do  a  great  deal  of 
good,  if  it  could  be  permitted  to  remain  with  the  States. 
In  ten  years  it  would  change  the  face  of  this  continent, 
and  gentlemen  are  very  much  deceived  if  they  believe 
the  measure  unpopular  with  the  people.  They  well 
understand  their  rights  in  this  matlcr;  and,  as  the  money 
arose  from  the  sale  of  the  nstional  domain.  In  which  the 
people  of  the  States  have  an  equal  tnterear,  they  consider 
themtelvet  fairly  entitled  to  this  money  until  the  Gov- 
ernment realty  ncfda  it.  Believing  the  Government 
woui'l  probab'y  never  need  it,  they  have  projected  im- 
provements on  the  faitli  of  it,  and,  although  they  will 
return  it  cheerfully  if  actually  needed,  they  will  never 
willingly  return  it  to  answer  a  necesnty  created  by  an 
unjust  and  odious  meHHire  for  the  expreu  purpose.  It 
is  the  onlpr  farthing,  said  he,  that  the  old  Slates  have 
ever  received  from  this  immense  property,  once  their 
own.   Mitlious  upon  million^  on  the  other  hand,  have 


niready  been  Isvished  upon  tbe  new  Staiei^  and  vesst 
propose  to  take  back  this  pittance,  that  vensybeta* 
abled  to  give  fway  the  remainder. 

Though  this  diatribuiinn  or  deposite  bill,  he  ssid,  ni 
(be  only  measure  which  could  hsve  relieved  usfroo  tkf 
difficulties  or  an  overAowtng  Treasury,  with  s^  tokr^ 
justice  to  the  people,  yet  he  respected  tbe  bboI)ri«( 
those  who  originally  voted  against  it.  Rti  honors 
et^Ieague,  whose  integrity  and  patriotism  needed  do  eo- 
conium  from  him,  had  rated  against  it.  He  rr^Kctd 
his  motives,  and  had  no  reason  to  believe  that  hit  sva 
were  not,  in  return,  duly  appreciated.  The  raeusN 
was  a  novel  one,  and  those  who  bad  not  fully  enouBed 
and  deeply  reflected  on  tbe  absolute  necesntyofit 
might  well  have  doubted  the  poficy  of  the  experisKoL 
But  the  measure  had  passed,  the  Treasury  vuttbfo), 
and  the  money  was  generally  well  employed.  AsdiM 
the  money  arose  from  tbe  sale  of  property,  tuder  u* 
traordinary  circumstances,  and  not  by  laniw^  titers 
was  no  sort  of  danger  from  the  precedent  Bone  vers 
much  alarmed  for  the  morsis  of  the  people,  vhi^tlttf 
affected  to  think  were  much  endai>gered  by  the  uk  rf 
a  little  of  their  own  money.  To  these  cwuerriton  sf 
the  public  morals,  he  would  only  surest  tbeduiera 
being  told  by  the  people,  that  they  might  be,  perhipii 
aa  well  employed  in  takinft  care  of  thNr  ova.  TIh 
money,  he  repeated,  would  generally  be  emplojtdts 
good  account,  and  he  thought  it  a  mtstske  to  tuppM 
that  it  would  even  be  popular  in  the  new  St^Mm™'' 
call  this  money  for  the  benefit  of  apeculaton  aod  (qu* 
tersi  for  the  bill  would  be  extremely  confined  in  iu  ba- 
cfi's;  and  he  doubted  whether,  in  tbe  aggregate,  mf 
new  State  would  be  materially  benefited  by  it  Itvtnii. 
greatly  limit  the  quantity  of  land  sold,  but  much  isatut 
the  profits  of  speculators,  by  confining  it  veiyimditt 
those  who  would  not  scruple  at  frauds  and  fsbeudula 
ende  and  violate  the  law.  Like  most  unjust  aaam' 
based>on  wrong  principles,  it  would  inflict  injur;  « 
some,  without  a  corresponding  ndvmntage  to  oih«t  » 
was  ruin  to  the  old  Statea,  and  of  doubtful  lw«6t» 
roost  of  the  new.  Even  the  large  speculators,  *> 
denounced,  conferred  many  benefiu  on  Ibc  StsteiB 
which  they  purchased,  to  cotnpensMe  for  sny  "^f^ 
inconvenience  tbey  occas:on.  They  are  men,  sfte^  ■ 
capital  and  enterprise,  and  project  and  ettcule  i» 
most  important  internal  improvements  in  the  '"'"'^ 
They  carry  out  Rood  industrious  aetllers,  and  leliu*" 
portions  of  the  land  at  fair  prices,  in  wder  to  improw 
the  value  of  the  remainder;  and  not  unproductive 
ters,  who  may  be  hired  to  sit  down  in  tbe  shadeioK- 
cure  a  valuable  pre-emption  to  be  sold  on  speeubbDn. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  had  consumed  so  much  more  tioe  n 
the  general  subject  than  be  intended  when  he  wos'i 
that  he  would  be  briefupon  the  clause  which  it  wapn- 
posed  to  strike  out.  He  said  that  he  should  Tdejo 
strike  out  Ibis  pre-emption  clause,  not  thai  it  wW 
much  in  principle  from  the  rest  of  the  bill,  hul  jjw 
upon,  the  principle  that  he  would  vote  to  »tr'ke<«|'  'f 
whole  bill.  The  wliole  bill  was  one  for  the  Mlw"*j 
mcnt  of  a  system  of  fraidulcnt  speculation,  and  he  woi* 
vote  to  narrow  it  down  by  striking  any  and  every  ctoiw 
from  it,  till  it  might  entirely  disappear. 

This  motion  bad,  he  said,  again  given  rise  to  s  pe« 
deal  of  eloquence  on  the  high  virtues  of 
happy  talent  that,  poaaened  by  his  friend  ''""J*^ 
flssippi.  of  being  eloquent  just  as  well  on  one  •"W"'" 
another.    A  real  genuine  squatter  was  really  me 
driest  subjects  for  eli>quence  that  ever  presented 
to  the  mind  of  any  orator.   If  be  were  going,  besiwi 
to  work  himself  up  into  a  paroiysm  of 
squatter  was  about  the  last  subject  he  should 
stir  up  this  emotion.    He  wouhl  as  soon  go  to  tw  P» 
itentiary  to  select  i|^«^^^iti«^RI»  "^'^ 
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iDonfT  the  ■qiiitten  to  impire  him  with  eloquence.  He 
shouKI  not  know  on  whit  point  of  \  tqukltei'i  eh»racter 
to  become  pathetic,  and  would,  iherefore,  be  c-mitsntly 
in  danger  of  ci^  infrkt  the  wronf;  place.  TlieSenMor 
rfwn  Mimsippi  [Hr.  Waiksi]  mt^ht  produce  imprea- 
don*  on  lome  grneroui  bearti  by  hia  imaginary  pictures 
the  humble  tirtues  of  these  law-brealtert.  But,  if  nn^ 
it  mutt  be  upon  those  who  know  nothinfr  about  them. 
There  might  be  some  exceptions,  but  take  the  border 
■qiiattera  ai  a  etas*,  and  they  were  certainly  the  most 
worthless  set  of  men  who  have  any  claim  to  the  honors 
of  being  American  citizens.  They  were  mostly  an  idle, 
prolligmte  let  of  men,  who  borer  along  the  fVnntter  set- 
tlement^ with  their  heads  ftill  of  all  sorts  of  schemes  for 
Kvin^  without  profitable  tabor.  They  are,  said  he,  men 
freqaently  who  find  it  rery  convenient  tn  be  exempt 
from  the  operation  of  the  Isw^  buth  civil  and  eriminalt 
(hey  therefore  generally  keep  beyond  the  or|;snized 
limita  of  the  country.  They  produce  not  the  worth  of 
a  d^larto  add  to  the  exporlt  of  the  country,  and  they 
cAOMime  nothing  (hat  pays  a  tax  to  the  Government. 
They  perform  no  civil  duties,  and  disclift^  none  of 
the  obligations  of  society.  They  penetrste  beyond 
your  borders,  uflen  in  the  neighborhood  of  Indian 
tribes,  or  among  them,  and,  by  squatting  upon  the 
land  of  the  Government,  and  stealing  their  provisions 
from  the  Indians,  they  literally  live  by  unlawful  depre- 
dalion.  They  are  the  very  men  who  provoke  must  of 
your  IndUn  wars,  which  coA  ua  millions  of  money,  and 
many  lives  better  than  their  own. ,  Where  is  their  mer- 
it, to  give  them  this  heavy  claim  to  fsvor  over  the  rest 
of  the  citizens  of  the  country  F  Yi-t,  they  come  here 
asking  heavy  rewards  fiir  crime,  and  large  premiums  for 
a  violation  of  the  laws.  Yea,  and  gentlemen,  with  the 
evidences  of  outrage  in  the  very  petitions  tlity  present, 
press  their  etairoi  upon  tlie  sympathies  of  the  Senate  by 
Ciney  pietures  of  the  humble  virtues  of  the  industrious 
poor.  The  honest,  latiorioua  cultivator  of  the  soil  appeals 
to  you  to  protect  him  against  the  avarice  and  rapacity  of 
the  od'.ou)  speculator.  Why,  sir,  said  he,  such  is  (he 
infl'ience  of  language  upon  the  thoughts  of  mrn,  that  to 
the  mere  force  of  names  and  epithets  may  perhaps  be 
attributed  three  fourths  of  all  the  error  and  delusion  by 
which  the  views  ami  sentiments  of  men  have  ever  been 
niislcil.  Something  like  an  excitement  hu  been  got  up 
ia  Uie  chamber,  by  applying  epithets  to  men  entirely 
inconaiatent  with  their  character.  Men  who  violate  the 
laws,  trespass  upon  the  public  properly,  and  treat  the 
authority  of  the  (iovernment  with  habitual  contempt, 
are  here  christened  the  hard-handed,  honest-hearted  cul- 
tivators of  the  soil,  deserving  the  peculiar  favor  of  the 
tiovernment,  whilst  the  orderly  citizen,  who  keeps  with- 
in your  surveys,  complies  with  all  the  formalities  of  your 
laws,  and  buys  whst  the  Gorcmroent  bat  to  sell,  at  the 
price  the  Government  6xes  on  it,  ia  branded  as  an  ava- 
ricious speculator,  a  land  glutton,  an  odious  charac<er, 
who  deserves  some  signal  mark  of  the  displeasure  of  the 
Gorernment  and  country.  Great  merit  is  claimed  for 
these  hardy  yeomanry  who  penetrate  the  wildernes*, 
and  select  and  settle  upon  the  choice  spots,  before  the 
lands  are  brought  into  market;  the  dangtrs  titey  en- 
counter and  risks  they  run,  in  making  these  ■e(tlemenl^ 
are  supposed  to  emiile  them  to  these  choice  selections, 
on  which  they  make  such  enormous  pmfits  as  soon  as  the 

Ere-emption  ia  secured.  Why,  sir,  the  midnight  house* 
reaker  might  just  as  well  insist  that  he  had  an  honest4 
claim  to  all  the  property  in  the  house,  to  compensate 
him  for  the  risk  of  breaking  in.  bid  any  body  suppoite  a 
Mfu«iter  ever  **  penetrated  the  witdemess,"  in  advance 
ol  the  surveys  and  settlements,  from  patriotic  motivea' 
Who  told  tbrm  to  sufTer  these  dreadful  privations^  We 
furbid  them  by  lawt  and  yet,  to  make  large  ^leculatlons 
irilh  little  or  no  labor,  they  patriotically  violate  (he  law, 
Vot.  XIII.~43 


and  then  claim  to  be  rewarded  for  it.    These  great  cul- 
tivator*,  he  sai:1,  pioneered  for  ii4  without  our  consent, 
selected  sll  the  choice  spot*,  mill  seals,  water  powers, 
town  sites,  &a,  snd  so  soon  ss  (hey  secure  a  prc-emp- 
tion,  and  sell  out  (or  enormous  profits,  they  patriotically 
••  penetrate  tbe  wildernen,*'  endure  dreadful  hardships 
and,  for  the  good  of  thetr  country,  squat  down  some- 
where else.    The  Senator  from  Ohio,  from  actual  ob- 
servation, had  given  us  an  idea  of  the  farms  of  these  cul- 
ttvaton,  and  which  was  shown  also,  to  a  great  extent, 
by  documents  from  the  land  nllines,  and  notoriously 
true.    They  build  a  three-cornered  pen,  (a  aquare  pen 
being  too  onerous,)  and  sow  it  in  grain,  or  they  plant  a 
few  stalks  of  red  pepper  or  tomatoes.  This  crop  is  rec- 
ommended, by  not  requiring  a  close  enclosure,  and  be- 
cause it  will  grow  in  the  ihaoei  for  these  public  benefac- 
tors, who  make  such  sacrifices  for  the  good  of  the  coun- 
try, are  often  too  lazy  to  belt  a  sapling.    By  these  pick- 
ed settlements  they  often  make  enormous  profits  for 
themselves^  or  those  capitalists  who  have  hired  them  to 
squat.    It  wa<i,  he  saiil,  emphatically,  not  a  system  of 
settlement  and  cultivation,  but  of  squatting  and  ^lecula- 
tlon.    These  selections,  msde  in  this  way  before  the 
country  is  brought  into  market,  frequently  sell  for  a 
profit  of  five  or  ten  thouund  dollarst  (these  prices  he 
had  known  given  in  a  few  instances  bimsrifi)  and  in  one 
noted  instance  a  million  and  a  half  is  tbe  estimated  value. 
Why  give  to  a  few  adventurers,  whatever  might  be  their 
character,  such  an  immense  advantage  over  the  rest  of 
their  fellow-citizens?   By  the  way,  Mr.  K.  said,  good 
humoredly,  he  hoped  his  friend  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
NiLzs]  would  not  be  permitted  to  volei  his  head  had  ev- 
idently been  turned  by  the  prospects  of  large  profits 
from  that  squatting  speculation.    Without  some  insenM- 
ble  influence,  he  could  not  see  now  it  was  posnble  for 
any  member  from  an  old  State  to  vote  for  thta  bill.  Tfie 
Senator  had  very  candidly  confeased  to  ua  that  one  of 
his  frlendo,  "  a  irtirewd  fellow,"  bad  been  following  the 
new  surveys,  and,  havii>g  selected  about  fifty  valuable 
tracts  to  be  secured  ky  squaCtirg,  had  marked  the  name 
of  his  friend  upon  a  tree,  to  secure  one  of  them  for  him. 
And  he  (Mr.  K.)  would  venture  that,  if  thia  bill  paaaed, 
his  friend  would  have  his  pen  and  hia  pepper  upon  it  in 
ieu  than  six  months.     And  Mr.  K.  would  venture  fur. 
tber,  that  the  whole  filly  trseta  would  be  aecured  under 
theUw;  fnrone  regularbrancb  of  theae  pre-emption  spec- 
ulations was  carried  on  hy  ihoae  "  shrewd  fellows,"  who 
furnish  the  capital  and  enlist  regiments  to  secure  these 
valuable  selections  by  pre-emption  claim*.  But  tt  waa  said 
the  object  of  this  bill  was  ••a.tfely  guarded  by  oatbSr"&c. 
Yes,  by  oatbst  and  of  what  account  were  oaths  against 
these  immen<ie  bounties  to  perjury  and  comiptionr  Had 
we  not  Bufncient  trial  of  the  efficacy  of  these  oatha  al- 
ready^  I'he  ubjtct  and  language  of  the  pre-emption 
laws  heretofore  passed,  lie  said,  were  aa  plain  as  need 
bet  Slid  yet  we  see  how  settlements  have  been  made, 
and  are  also  ofBcially  inf  'rmed  that  there  are  bushels  of 
contradictory  sfGdavils  in  the  land  office,  exhibiting  a 
massuf  corruption  diagrsccful  to  the  country,  embarrass- 
ing to  (he  whole  department,  and  requiring  additional 
labor  to  settle  the  conflicting  claima.   It  will  be  recol- 
lected, too,  that  we  never  bear  of  these  corrupt  eva^ona 
of  the  law  except  in  esses  of  conflict  among  tbeacram- 
blers  themselves,  or  between  one  of  them  and  a  regular 
entry.    The  whole  sybtem,  he  said,  was  wrong  in  prin- 
ciple, demoralizing  in  practice,  and  a  grots  fraud  upon 
the  orderly  citizens  of  tbe  United  Ststea.    If  the  object 
was  only  to  enable  the  poor  cultivator  to  get  ■  home  at 
91  35  per  acre,  and  not  to  favor  llicse  **  shrewd  fellow^* 
and  idlers,  who  wish  to  speculite  on  their  settleraenta 
without  labor,  where  was  the  necessity  fur  these  anfrir 
preferences'   There  were,  he  belie«(;d,  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  mllliuni  fi^^ifJ^^^M 
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jecl  to  printc  entry.  Thrie  Undt  thry  cmn  enter  bc- 
oonlingto  Uw.  Are  (h^v  not  Rood  enough  losellle? 
VfUy,  the  Sriwtor  ftom  Hisiiskippi  bus  juai  told  ui  (hat 
these  laiuk  ire  worth  fo  much  more  than  one  dollar  and 
tweniy-five  oenta,  that,  unlets  we  pia^  this  Uw,  ihey 
will  be  sacrificed,  and  go  into  the  hands  of  speculator* 
in  m  few  yearn.  Yet  these  lands,  tliuugli  many  uf  them 
«re  worth  ten  limei  (he  Government  price,  as  itated  by 
the  Senator  from  Hiniisippi,  are  not  a  aufficient  bargain 
to  Mtisiy  the  claims  of  these  voluntary  pioneert,  whose 
patriotism  and  uneeasinip  regard  for  the  interests  of  ilteir 
coantrjr  results  in  such  happy  speculations  for  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  was  somewhat  apprehensive  that  the 
Senator  from  Miuissippi  would  make  a  spirited  rrply  (o 
bim  in  defence  of  the  iq  iatiersj  and  as  he  was  very  anx- 
ious to  prevent  such  a  prudigal  waale  of  the  eloquence  of 
his  friend  on  so  unworthy  a  subject*  he  would  just  ad* 
mit,  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  question,  that  these 
squatters  were  as  good  as  the  rest  of  their  fellow-citi- 
xens.  Were  titey  any  thing  betterf  If  they  be  poor 
and  laboring  men,  are  they  any  better  than  the  other 
poor  and  laboring  men  throughout  (he  Union,  who  have 
equal  clatcna  to  the  national  domain'  Is  there  any  thing 
so  peculiarly  praiseworthy  in  a  violation  of  the  laws  and 
the  perpetration  unauthorized  treapassefl,  as  to  claim 
thepeculiar  favor  and  patronage  uf  the  Govereroent^ 

These  pre<empt!ons  (Mr.  K.  uid)  were  a  source  of 
eodteia  confusion  as  well  as  corruption,  and  were  a 

(lerfect  nuisance  to  the  land  office.  He  had  received  a 
etier  a  few  days  ago,  from  a  citizen  of  Missouri,  which 
he  had  intended  to  resd,  as  a  sort  of  instruction  to  his 
friends  from  that  Stale.  He  had  miblaid  it,  and,  as  it 
bore  so  strongly  on  the  subject,  he  was  fearful  snme 
friend  of  pne-emption  had  committed  a  theft  upon  hioi. 
However  tint  might  be,  the  writer  ataled,  among  other 
things,  that  it  was  very  desirable  to  put  an  end  to  tliis 
odious  system.  That  it  was  unfair  and  unjust  to  other 
citizens,  and  created  great  embarrassment  in  the  regular 
entries.  This  latter  statement,  he  said,  waa  onl>  what 
we  already  knew  from  official  documents.  The  Irulh 
was,  that  persons  making  entries  did  not  sometimes  see 
or  bear  of  the  pen,  and  entered  the  land,  not  knowing 
that  there  was  any  pre-emption  claim  on'  It.  Hiis  pro- 
duced a  conflict,  which  was  sent  here  for  sel(lemeni{thuB 
greatly  embarrassing  (he  duties  and  increasing  Uie  la- 
bors of  the  department. 

The  whole  syatem,  in  any  wsy  it  couM  be  regulated, 
waa  wrong,  from  beginning  to  end.  it  was  a  bounty  tu 
idleness  and  vice,  a  cheat  upon  the  honest  eiiiivn,  and  a 
noiaance  to  the  Government.  He  should  vnte  to  strike 
out  the  clause)  and  be  would  vote  to  strike  out  any  and 
every  other  clause,  until  the  whole  had  disappeared. 
He  was  againbt  the  whole  bill,  and  the  whole  object  of 
the  bill,  because  it  parcels  out  a  common  fund  amoog 
speculators  and  squatters.  Because  it  virtually  invites  a 
scramble  for  our  great  national  domain,  in  which  those 
who  have  the  least  merit  will  make  the  best  speculations. 
The  sales  on  speculation  will  be  reduced  in  quantity,  but 
the  profits  will  be  enormously  increased,  and  very  much 
confined  to  the  least  worthy,  who  will  not  scrup'e  at 
fraud,  perjury,  and  evasion.  Because  it  is  a  gross  in- 
justice to  the  old  States  to  deprive  them  of  an  equal  par- 
ticipation in  this  national  domain,  depreciate  the  proper- 
ty of  their  citiiena,  and  drain  (hem  of  their  vtealih  and 
population.  Because  there  is  really  no  nreeasity,  or 
even  apology,  for  (he  measure— a  large  surplus  the 
present  year  being  next  to  impoutble.  Because  in  no 
view  of  the  suSject  can  the  pretended  emergency  be 
more  than  temporary,  and  of  very  short  durationt  and  it 
is  the  worst  of  policy  to  legislate  upon  great  abiding  na- 
tional interest*  upon  every  trifling  or  temporary  occiuion. 
It  unactllea  property,  creates  speculation,  renders  judg- 


ment and  experience  of  no  value,  otakes  every  thing  de* 
pend  on  the  chances  of  legislation,  and  keeps  (he  ptap- 
erty  of  the  country  continually  changing  banda.  Foe 
these  and  many  other  reaauna  tlial  might  be  Riven  ^utst 
a  bill  that  bad  not  one  tingle  recommendation  to  com* 
pensate  fur  its  enornncnia  mjtistice  and  ttie  many  erih 
that  would  grow  out  of  it,  he  aliould  vote  to  iirike  Oit 
the  fourth  clause,  and  against  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  BAYARD  said  that  he  had  Ustened  with  great  de> 
light  to  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  who  had  givcnatne 
expowtion  of  facts,  aa  connected  with  the  speculaliou 
going  on  in  public  lands,  and  the  efiecti  which  vooU 
result  from  passing  this  bill.  Mr.  B's  first  objectloato  > 
the  section  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  was,  that  it  dun- 
ged the  whole  policy  of  the  Government  in  rrgsrdto 
the  public  lamia,  binding  the  Government  to  mike  tbea 
a  source  of  revenue.  Hit  second  objection  to  the  bitt 
wa^  that  it  was  holding  out  an  encoursgcnent  ta  the 
people  of  the  old  States  to  leave  tbeir  bome%  aad  fo 
where  a  population  was  not  wanted. 

Mr.  B.  read  a  communication  from  (he  Secretary  of 
ihe  Treasury  at  the  last  session,  by  which  it  appeared 
(hat  the  whole  amount  of  Unds  surveyed  in  each  Stale 
and  Territory  was  166,970,000  acres;  that  (here  bid 
been  sold  44,000,000  some  odd  hundred  tlioiitaiKl  icrei; 
and  the  eonseqoence  waa  that  no  less  than  122,000,000 
remained  aubject  to  private  entry.  But  what  did  tbii 
bill  propose  to  doF  It  proposed  to  open  all  the  iinwr- 
vcyed  lands  to  emigrants.  Not  lesBthanfroml70,000,000 
to  200,000,000  acres  of  unsurveyed  lands  w^re  to 
be  thrown  open  to  the  people,  to  go  and  settle  upon 
where  and  when  they  pleased. 

Mr.  B.  next  adverted  to  the  price  of  the  pubRc  hnd^ 
and  asked  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  whether,  taking 
ibe  whole  of  them  together,  they  could  be  valued  at  ao 
more  than  $1  25  per  acre'  and  then  argued  that  Hie  ef- 
fect of  the  bill  waa  nothing  kaa  than  to  olTer  a  tenipti' 
tion  to  the  people  of  the  old  States  to  go  West.  Tbe 
bill,  too,  Was  unequul  in  its  provisions,  and  (he  incvililile 
consequence  would  be,  should  it  pas«,  that  those  li*i>*ff 
in  the  neighborhooil  of  the  public  lands  would  get  boU 
uf  all  the  choice  land.  And  they  would  have  a  decided 
advantage  over  individuals  coming  from  the  E»*l<w 
Slates,  because  they  possessed  that  local  knowledge  of 
(he  best  Unda  which  those  from  a  distance  had  not;  tof 
ihey  hail  not  had  the  opportunity  of  finding  theinou>> 
not  having  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  lands,  h* 
fact,  he  looked  upon  the  bill  as  opening  a  door  to  fiauo, 
and  blTering  a  bonus  to  the  population  of  the  old  Stitci 
to  remove  to  the  West. 

Mr.  TIPTON  vindicated  the  conduct  of  some  otW 
consiitnen-s,  against  whom  he  considered  (he  Senitor 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Kmo]  to  have  made  chsiges,  ai  cMi- 
nected  with  their  having  stilled  on  the  public  laiw* 
He  had  done  great  injustice  to  Mr.  T's  conitiluenB.  ^ 
placing  them  on  the  same  footing  as  squatters.  Mr- 
went  un  to  ahow  wherein  his  constituents  diflcrcd  fro^ 
those  who  purchased  lands  when  the  Y^zoo  couatif 
was  in  the  market  for  sale.  Whit!  (he  inquire),}  •« 
these  men  to  be  denominated  thieves  and  mbtiersr  Tns 
hnnorahle  Senator  had  done  them  great  injustice; andW 
ftit  certain  that,  d.d  he  know  ihe  true  slate  of  the  rw*> 
he  would  not  have  made  so  serious  a  chsige  as  th* 
Willi  regard  to  the  section  under  convlderatioa,  » 
would  vole  againat  it.  Indiana  U»d  nothing  tohopeff 
I  to  fear  from  it.  She  wotdd  be  glad,  however,  if  tne 
old  pre-emptrtin  were  rrvivrdtand  if  Congress  drtir« 
that  the  frauds  which  were  said  to  be  perpetrated  intne 
purchase  of  the  public  landa  should  eeasr,  let  ibtDgW' 
uaie  the  price. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  made  a  few  e»P'*''V'*^'^ 
flffatki^  aad  averred  that  it  was  not  (he  «i»h  of 
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eoold  atccrtxin,  (liat  a  pre-empiion  law  should  be 
pnted. 

Mr.  TIPTON  rxpmserl  himwif  lokrabty  wrll  ntis- 
lied  with  Ibe  YZplftnatioit  «f  llie  Srnnlur  from  Georgia. 
He  wu  »v>K  that  i  gn»t  majority  of  the  penpl«  reaiding 
in  the  new  Slates  are  not  anziuiH  for  a  pre'-empiion  la«. 
The  imjoriiy  of  lite  people  of  Ihe  Slate  of  Ohio,  as  well 
as  his  own  Sta'r,  care  nothinj^  about  it,  and  have  not  aik- 
ed  Congress  to  pass  such  law.  There  are  but  three 
counties  in  Indiana  where  the  people  did  care  for  and 
desire  the  pasasge  of  such  a  \tiw,  and  Ibey  were  honest 
and  honorable  men. 

Mr.  FULTON  said  the  paciaM  of  this  bill  would  put 
an  end  to  the  enormous  speculations  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  public  lands.    Such  had  been  the  efTects  uf 
the  combinations  uf  speculators  in  the  purchase  of  lands, 
that  they  had  compelled  men  to  pay  from  five  to  twenty 
dollars  per  acre  fur  them,  when,  in  fact,  they  would  not 
otherwise  have  had  to  have  given  more  than  one  dollar. 
In  the  Suteof  Arkansas,  during  the  last  year,  wliole 
counties  were  cn<ered  by  sprculatorst  and  honest,  indus- 
triotn  men  had  been  comprlled  to  quit  their  homesi  snd 
at  a  sale  which  took  place  at  Little  Rock  Ust  spring, 
some  speculators  combined  against  the  honest  settlers, 
and  they  purchased  the  whole  of  the  land  offered  for 
sale,  and  in  a  few  daysaflerwardsthey  suli)  it  at  auction, 
and  realized  hlwul  one  thousand  dollars  per  share.  Mil- 
lions of  dollars  would  have  been  rzpended  in  the  same 
way*  bad  it  not  been  for  the  much-reprobated  Treasury 
order,  which  prevented  llictr  bank  paper  from  being  re- 
ceived.   Ur.  F.  defended  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
against  what  had  been  alleged  sgaimt  it,  and  then  spoke 
of  those  men  who  were  denominated  "squalleri."  He 
vindicated  their  cliaracter  from  the  sapersions  which  bad 
btcm  cast  upon  li,  and  argued  that  Ihry  were  bold,  and 
brave,  and  hardy  adventurers,  who  went  into  the  very 
wilderness  of  the  country,  where  they  settled  down  and 
cultivated  the  land,  thereby  rendering  the  public  lands 
the  nore  valusMe.    H«  remarked  that  the  State  of  Ar> 
kansas  was  settled  by  "squatters,"  who  were  so  much 
denoanced  heret  siz  or  eigbl  hundred  of  whnm  were  at 
present  at  Kurt  Gtbwn,  and  who  had  wi^lird  todcfend  the 
frontier  from  the  savage  and  ruthless  invader.  Advert- 
■T^  (o  the  settlement  of  the  public  lands,  he  said  that,  in- 
stead of  iu  being  criminal  to  do  so.  Congress  itself  bad 
authorized  the  adoption  of  that  course.    And  had  not 
Coagrea<s  from  the  year  1S24  to  the  present  time,  been 
granting  pre-emption  rights'  Certain'y  they  had.  IVith 
regard  to  *  hat  had  fallen  frnm  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia, in  respect  to  the  sales  of  land  in  Alabama,  lie  would 
remind  him  that  lliey  were  credit  salest  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  high  prices  that  were  given  by  the  pur- 
chasers to  the  Government,  it  «'bs  at  Irngth  importuned 
•0  much  from  year  to  year  to  lower  the  price,  that  it 
was  finally  reduced  almoM  to  a  minimum,  and  caali  pay- 
neat*  were  demanded,    llie  ill  conaequences  of  high 
prices,  too,  had  caused  the  present  system. 

And,  with  respect  to  the  system  about  to  be  introdu- 
ced, he  considered  that  it  would  put  a  atop  to  specula- 
lion  entirely,  and  would  greatly  tend  to  reduce  the  reV' 
raiie  of  the  GovemflMnt,  u  derived  from  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands.  The  great  recommendatioD  of  the  bill  was 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales  was  to  be  the 
hndlordt  that  lands  would  be  purchased  of  them,  instead 
uf  unreasonable  and  grasping  speculatora,  so  that  justice 
would  be  dime  to  every  man.  In  conclusion,  he  ez- 
presned  his  hope  that  the  provision  under  consideration 
would  be  adopted  by  the  Senate. 

After  a  Dew  words  from  Mr.  BAYARD,  on  Isking  tite 
fucstioo,  the  aiBendnent  was  rejected  by  the  following 
vote! 

Ttas— Mcttrs.  Bayard,  Calhoan,  Clay,  Claytan,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbcrt,  Daviii  Kent,  King  of  Oeorps,  Knigbt, 


Hoorr,  Horrid,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbina,  Rng^es, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tsllmadge,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Web- 
aler— 23. 

Nivs — Messrs.  Benton,  B'sck,  Brown,  Dans,  Ewing 
of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbsrd,  King 
of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas  Nilri^  Norvell,  Page, 
Hiven,  Rubintion,  Sevtcr,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walker, 
White,  Wriulu— 24- 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  providing  that 
the  rif^ht  of  pre-emption  alwU  not  apply  toany  lands  prior 
to  their  being  surveyed. 

After  some  rentarks  in  opposition  to  the  motion  by 
Messrs.  LINN  and  WALKER,  it  was  losti  Teas  33. 
nays  33,  as  ft>llows: 

Yias— Messrs.  BayanI,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Cfay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Cuihberi,  U-ivin,  Kent,  King  of  Geor- 
gia, Knighi,  Morris,  Prentiss  Preston,  Robbing  BUffilcsb 
StHJthard,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  TomliBSon,  WalL 
Webster— 23. 

Nits— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Dana,  Bwing  of  Illi- 
nois, Fulton,  Grundy,  (lendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabam-),  I^inn,  Ljtm,  Hiiore,  Nicholas^  miea,  Norvcll, 
Page,  R.ve*,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tipton,  Walker,  White, 
Wright— 23. 

Uf.  ULACK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  providing 
that  the  privileges  of  ihis  act  shall  not  eztend  to  any  oth- 
ers than  citizens  uf  tlie  United  States)  which  Botwa  was 
adopted:  Teas  24,  mys  21,  as  follows: 

Ytas — Messrs.  flayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Cby,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Uavis,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Kent,  King  of 
Alabtms,  Knight,  Page,  Prentiss,  Prcslon,  Bobbins, 
R'lRglea,  Southard,  8wi^,  Tipton,  Tomlhuon,  WalC 
Webster,  White— 24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Dana,  Rwing  of  Illi- 
nois, Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Kingof  Gvorgis,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  NorvelT,  Rives,  Robin- 
son, Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wrigtit— 31. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  bill  was  amended 
by  providing  (hat  no  pre-emption  shall  extend  beycmd 
the  limits  of  any  Stale  or  organized  Territory  oi  the 
Union. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  ofTrred  a  new  section  at  the  end 
of  the  bill,  continuing  it  in  force  until  31st  of  June, 
1843.  He  observed  that,  as  this  bill  had  been  urged  and 
advocated  as  a  fiscal  measure,  he  had  Bzed  its  Hmitatton 
to  (he  sane  period  as  had  been  ^ssignrd  in  compromise 
for  the  termination  of  the  reduction  of  the  Ur>ff.  The 
bill,  as  it  a'ood,  was  unlimited  as  to  time,  and  alssoa  a* 
much  so  as  to  ezrent  of  territory.  Congrrsa  was  entering 
on  an  untried  ezperiment,  and  it  was  best  to  reserve 
some  limitation  in  their  own  hands,  so  that  it  might  be 
revoked  if  it  were  found  not  to  work  well. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  should  voie  for  the  amendieent  now 
propose*!,  rather  from  the  spirit  in  which  it  bad  been 
offered,  than  from  abelicf  tliat  it  would  have  any  practi- 
cal effect.  P4SS  this  bill,  (cried  Mr.  C.,)  and  the  aaikmal 
domain  is  gone.  By  the  year  1843,  it  will  require  a 
search-warrant  and  corps  d'armee  to  find  any  part  of  it. 
A  few  men  wutild  settle  on  the  woods,  surround  a  pra- 
irie, and  wouU  at  once  gel  command  of  the  whole  pra- 
irie. Tlie  Senator  might  then  look  in  vain  for  any  fiscal 
resources  from  this  quarter.  I'he.pubne  lands  woidd 
be  gone.  They  were  now  going.  What  had  the  Sen- 
ate heard  from  the  Senator  from  Arkansas?  That  gen- 
ileman,  it  seemed,  had  received  an  assurance  that  when 
his  friends  should  come  into  power,  all  manner  of  good 
things  were  to  be  done  for  Iiim  in  regard  to  the  public 
lands.  And  the  honorable  Senator  had  thrown  out  some- 
thing like  a  reproach  on  tliose  who  had  made  sueh 
promises,  that  now,  when  they  had  the  power  in  both 
Bouses^  these  engagemeDls  had  not  been  complied  with, 
llie  country  ought  to  know  more  «l|DUt  this  mtter. 
They  had  a  right  to  know  flf^^k!9&9^!^^ 
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which  vcre  to  be  fulfilled  to  toon  ai  the  dominant  parly 
KOt  the  control  of  both  Houtea  »f  Congress.  Nut  only 
Bad  (he  complaint  been  heard  in  that  cliamber,  but  timi- 
kr  knguage  had  been  held  on  another  floor  which  he 
would  not  name.  Therr,  too,  reproachea  had  been  ut- 
tered as  to  the  non-futfitment  of  en|ragemi  nta.  He 
wished  to  underatand  what  tlieae  enfpigementa  were.  In 
the  mean  while,  he  could  assure  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  TAiLNAnaa]  (bat,  in  tlie  year  1843, 
Cof^reaa  would  have  no  trouble  whatever  with  (he  pub- 
lie  landt.  Paaa  tbia  bill,  and  the  next  effort  would  be 
to  remove,  first,  one  reatriclion,  and  then  another*  uiilil 
all  reatrictions  were  gone.  What  tiad  been  the  practical 
effect  of  all  settlement  lawn,  In  all  countries,  from  the 
day  when  our  forefathers  )aml»l  at  Plymoiilh  until  this 
day>  TIte  settlement  laws  nf  France,  of  Spain,  as  well 
aa  Great  Britain?  1*hote  tawa  granted  land  on  condition 
that  auch  and  aueh  a  number  of  emigtantii  shouIJ  have 
been  collected)  that  such  and  auch  improvements  should 
have  been  madet  audi  and  auch  hoiiaea  erected,  and  clear- 
Ing  and  cultivation  accotnplikhrd.  But  where*  or  when, 
in  what  country,  or  at  what  time,  hnve  aueh  conditions 
•verbeen  complied  with?  Thiy  had  invariably  been 
disregarded,  either  from  their  inherent  impracticability, 
or  from  a  failure  of  power  in  the  parent  State  to  enfoice 
them.  And  Juat  so  it  would  be  in  this  case.  The  liberal 
grant  of  hia  parent  Commonwealth  had  been  intended  for 
the  benefit  of  the  entire  Union,  and  not  of  eight  0r  nine 
SUtea  only.  He  bad  waited  in  the  hope  of  aeeingihe 
representative  of  that  Commonwealih  upon  that  fioor 
rise  in  his  place,  and  solemnly  enter  liis  protest  against 
this  perversiunofthe  munificent  grant  of  that  ancient  and 
venerable  Commonwealth,  from  which  thry  had  boili  dc- 
rwed  their  origin.  But  he  had  been  disappointed.  The 
gentleman  from. New  York  might  apare  his  prrcautionst 
there  waa  an  end  of  the  public  landfi  and  of  all  rcrenue 
to  be  deriveil  from  thai  source. 

Mr.  SEVIER  britfly  rrplitd,  and  explained,  in  what 
be  had  said  with  respect  to  atsurancrs,  he  had  referred 
to  the  language  contained  in  that  best  of  all  the  papers 
which  had  ever  procpe<'ed  from  General  Jackson,  his 
veto  on  the  land  bill,  in  which  the  President  had  asid 
tilRt  the  public  domain  ought  to  be  told  at  a  price  barely 
■affieient  to  cover  the  coat  of  Hirvey  and  the  expenaet 
of  the  land  aale.  And  when  the  Executive  aoon  to  be 
inatalled  into  office  was  inquired  of  with  respect  to  his 
future  course,  his  reply  was,  that  he  khould  follow  in  the 
■tepa  of  hit  illustriouB  predecessor,  lie  thanlced  God 
that  he  wat  not  a  great  man  himself,  for  he  h»d  observed 
that  those  who  were  had  more  blighted  hnpea  and  bitter 
ditappointentt  than  he  ahoiild  ever  he  able  to  bear. 

Mr.  CLAY  reminded  the  Senator  from  Arkanaas  that 
he  had  fsid  i-tmething  about  isMirancea  to  be  fulfilled 
when  the  parties  ttiould  obtain  a  majority  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SEVIER  explained  this  to  refer  to  assurances 
which  he  had  bimaelf  given  to  his  conalitueiits,  and  to 
nothing  else. 

Mr.  WALKER  expressed  his  determination  to  vote 
lor  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  TAUMAnoR.  He  was 
confident  that  if  the  bill  did  not  paea*  the  year  1843 
would  aee  the  whole  public  land  in  the  hands  of  apceu- 
litora. 

Mr.  RIVRS  said  that  he  was  very  aorry  (hat  he  had 
disippoinlcd  the  wishes  and  expeciationa  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky — wishes  which  he  did  not  doubt  had  been 
entertained  in  all  kindness (o  himselfi  but  he  was  really  at 
a  loaa  to  understand  on  what  the  ezpectationa  of  that  gen- 
tleoum  bad  been  founded.  If  lie  knew  any  thing  of  (be 
■entimentB  and  course  of  bis  predecessors,  ihey  had  ever 
uttered  their  voice  sgainat  all  propositions  which  went 
to  make  the  public  domain  a  common  fund,  in  the  sense 
in  which  that  Senator  understood  the  term;  that  is,  u  « 
fund  to  be  {nrcclled  out,  or  to  liave  ite  proceeds  psrcel> 


led  out,  among  the  d-fiVrrnt  States  ol  (he  Union.  Their 
vole,  like  his  own,  would  ever  have  been  given  agaimt 
a  propoaitton  <^  that  kind.  Whatever  opinion  that  Sea- 
ator  m^ht  holil  u  to  the  course  which  ibe  repreirats. 
tires  of  Virgmia  oiif^t  to  poraue,  he  should  be  governed 
by  his  own  convictiona  in  regard  to  liia  own  duty.  The 
Senator  had  predicted  that  under  (he  operation  oi  ihii 
bill,  and  before  the  year  1843,  (he  whole  of  the  public 
domain  would  have  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States  into  the  poaaesaion  of  other  peo|riet  bat  if 
such  would  be  the  effect  of  this  bill,  what  might  be  ci- 

fiectidtobeihe  renih  of  the  law  as  it  nowstoodF  hi 
ess  than  half  (hat  time  the  whole  body  of  the  pablic 
land  would  be  in  the  posseaaion  of  tire  speculators.  It 
was  the  scope  and  intent  of  this  bill  to  restrain  the  tpirii 
of  greedy  speculation,  and  to  prcaerve  the  pubic  donitia 
in  the  hands  of  ilie  Government  for  the  bentfit  ol  lie 
whole  people  of  the  Union.  It  was  this  which  bad  prs- 
cored  for  the  bill  hia  zealous  aupport.  As  to  (he  pria. 
ciple  of  pre-emption,  tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky  mk 
be  aware  that  ](  formed  a  feature  of  the  Virginia  laws  as 
it  did  in  fact  of  those  of  every  State  in  tbe  Union.  It 
was  a  principle  eminently  equitable.  Without  prttend. 
ing  to  as  intimate  an  acquaintance  with  (he  unfonu- 
nate  class  of  individuals  who  had  been  treated  with  tvch 
great  severity  in  the  present  debate,  be  did  kao«  tlut 
many  of  (hem  at  least  were  undeecrving  of  Ibe  vitiirpcr- 
atinn  which  had  been  cast  npon  them.  He  was  pcmm- 
ally  acquainted  with  many  of  the  favorite  sobs  of  Vir- 
ginia, (some  of  them  members  of  the  late  convention  for 
reviling  the  constitution  of  that  State,)  who  were  no« 
in  the  wilds  df  the  West,  occupying  land  which  t^Flong- 
ed  lo  the  Gnvcrnmrnt,  and  which  they  were  reidy  lo 
pay  for,  but  which  bad  not  yet  been  expoaed  for  sale. 
In  thia,  how  much  aoever  it  might  be  againat  the  theory 
of  the  law,  there  was  no  violation  of  ita  spirit  He  was 
well  aware  that,  by  the  common  law,  to  set  one's  foot  oa 
the  land  of  their  neighbor,  without  permttiion  first  ob- 
tained, waa  a  trt  spaas.  If  he  should  vint  tbe  bonorsble 
Senator  from  Kentucky  at  Ashland,  it  would  be  atrei- 
pit'S  accord  ngto  tbe  strictnesaof  the  lawiyetwu  il>o 
held  in  practiced  The  law  which  forbade  the  Ktdi^m 
lands  ol  tlte  United  States  had  been  pasKd  st  s  pernio 
very  different  from  the  present,  and  on  conaideraliap* 
which  did  nut  now  apply.  It  bad  been  enacted  rather 
for  the  protect  ion  of  the  settlers  than  out  of  a  jcshm* 
regard  lo  the  rights  of  the  Government.  Some  of  [he 
best  blood  of  Virginia  was  now  in  the  West,  and  eUim- 
ing  protection  from  the  representatives  of  that  Sl»i«  «J 
thisQiior.  ThelrMtuation  demanded  his sympaibics aad 
respectful  cnnsidera(ion  (  and  it  waa  a  feeling  of  tbiskisd 
toward  wortliy  men,  whom  be  personally  knew,  that  bd 
first  convinetd  htm  of  the  injustice  of  some  of  ^.Pj^' 
turea  which  bad  here  been  presented  of  the  class  of  iaof 
viduala  opprtibiuusly  denounced  as  squatters.  He  I'" 
risen  not  to  discuks  the  bill.    He  was  no(  prepsrcdto 

do  81. 

Tlie  great  corsidtTKlion  which  induced  him  to  son- 
cate  the  bill  <•  e»,  to  arrest  the  enormous  aurphM  rerr* 
nur,  the  mischievous  effect  of  which  was  convulsinf  **' 
devastating  the  country.  And  if  the  honorable  Sen^ 
had  looked  at  the  act  of  Virginia,  accepting  her  p«tiM 
in  the  distribution  of  the  depositee,  and  a(  (be  pr«i» 
then  raised  against  (he  exercise  of  auch  a  po»er,  he 
would  have  been  at  no  loaa  fur  reasons  why  Ur  R.  Cfiuw 
,  not  concur  with  him.  To  (be  policy  which 
tuch  a  surplus  be  had  invariably  been  opposed.  He  mui 
never  thought  that  because  Vug'mia,  with  whatever  1A- 
erality,  had  bestowed  her  domain  upon  tbe  UnKHH  ^ 
waa  to  play  tbe  dog  in  (be  manger,  and  be  ever  on  iM 
watch  to  prevent  othera  from  obtaining  that  winch  we 
had  so 
bibilcd 


to  prevent  othera  from  obtaining  that  whicn  tm 
freely  given  away.    No^Virginia  bad  aem  «J 
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•Tcr  remain  a  itranger  to  il.  Virgimat  lookinff  to  the 
Aiture  dMiiniea  or  thr  eoantry,  ha<l  made  it  a  rundamen- 
tal  atipulalion  in  ber  deed  of  |fin»  that  this  territory 
ihouM  be  erected  Into  independent  Statei^  not  leaa  than 
three  nor  more  than  6ve.  Bui  how  could  we  expect 
these  Stttea  ever  to  populate  and  flouriab,  unteu  the 
General  Goremment  extended  a  paternal  prutectiun  over 
those  hardy  aetllera  who  had  (heir  habitations  on  our 
Weatern  frontier  F  That  waa  the  policy  of  this  bill*  while 
nt  the  aame  time  its  efFrct  would  be  to  dlminith  the  vat- 
phis  revenue.  A  conviction  of  this  bad  led  him  to  ad- 
vocate the  bill,  nor  could  he  have  expected  that  such  a 
course  would  have  expoaed  him  to  tbe  rebuke  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  CLAY  rejoined.  He  had  no  right  to  rebuke  the 
Senator  from  Virginiai  and  though  that  gentleman  might 
feel  what  he  aald  as  a  rebuke,  he  bad  not  ao  offVred  it. 

Mr.  C.  then  referred  to  the  terms  of  cession,  which 
prorided  that  tbe  Isnd  waa  to  be  a  common  fund  for  the 
beneftt  of  all  the  States,  Virginia  ineluaire,  and  (hen 
went  on  to  insiat  that  the  pronsiona  in  the  bill  operated 
in  practice  to  withhold  from  tbe  citizens  of  Virginia  ad- 
vantages which  it  conferred  on  (be  people  of  tbe  new 
States.  On  this  ground  it  was  titat  he  bad  expected  the 
protest  of  her  representatives.  The  bill  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  proceeds  of  tbe  public  tanda  among  the 
States  was  nnt  under  diacusaioni  but  one  of  tbe  brightest, 
one  of  tbe  best  and  purest  of  that  gentleman's  prracccs- 
sor%  and  whose  inniediate  sueoessor  he  believed  he  was, 
bad  voted  for  that  billi  and  no  one  of  his  predecessors 
bad  ever  advocated  a  prospective  pre-emption  Isw,  a 
law  which  inflicted  one  of  the  deepeat  atabs  on  the  rights 
of  the  States  which  had  ever  been  perpetrated  by  the 
General  Government. 

Tbe  Senator  advocated  this  bill  as  a  measure  to  re- 
strict (be  atles  of  (be  public  land,  and  prevent  a  aurplus 
in  the  Treasury;  and  what  did  it  do  by  way  of  restriction* 
It  threw  open  to  (he  occupancy  of  pre«mptionen  180 
mttliona  of  aerea  of  land,  now  beyond  (heir  reach,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  120  millions  now  in  the  market. 

It  was  true  Virginia  bad  a  pre-emption  law  and  a  set- 
tlement taw,  but  they  were  enacted  under  totally  difTer- 
ent  circumstances.  Tbey  were  fur  the  benefit  of  men 
wbo  ciHUbated  our  then  unsubdued  Indian  tribeii,  and, 
in  makinr  and  maintaining  their  tettlementa,  riakeil  iheir 
rivea;  and  Mr.  C.  now  knew  but  a  nngle  man  in  Ken- 
tucky who  was  in  the  posseEsion  of  land  so  obtained, 
llie  remarks  be  had  thrown  out  had  been  made  in  per- 
fect kindness,  liedidregret  tliecuurse  of  (be  honorable 
Senator,  for  that  {^ntleman  and  bimielf  mirht  be  aaid  to 
have  a  common  ongint  the  one  having  hia  Tot  east  in  tbe 
more  ancient  portion  of  the  Commonweallh,  the  other  in 
that  part  of  il  more  rccenlly  settled,  and  since  become 
Independentt  and  he  still  regretted  that  lie  did  not  ei^ny 
the  advantage  of  the  diatinguished  talents  and  great  in* 
flue  nee  of  that  Senator  in  resialing  schemes  which  he 
deemed  to  be  wild  and  dehiiive. 

Mr.  RIVES  made  a  brief  reply,  and  referred  to  one 
of  hta  predeceaaors  who  had  incurred  a  similar  rebuke 
from  tbe  same  source,  and  on  a  like  account,  four  or 
five  years  ago.  He  denied  (bat  tbe  bill  excluded  Vir- 
ginia from  an  equid  participation  with  other  States,  in 
tbe  eojforment  and  advantages  of  the  publio  Undt.  Her 
citizens  could  obtain  portions  of  the  public  domain  by 
cultivation,  without  a  personal  reaidence.  As  to  (he 
extending  of  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  180,000,000 
acres,  in  addition  to  the  130,000,000  already  in  market, 
it  wu  but  an  instanee  of  that  eztggeration  which  had  (oo 
muehcharaeterixcd  the  present  debate.  Where  was  the 
liomira!>le  Senator  going  to  get  a  sufficient  army  ol  pre- 
enptionera  to  invade  and  seise  upon  theae  180,000,000 
Mvei  at  n  quarter  oft  section  apiece^  Statements  of 
this  kind  were  calculated  to  firigbten  tbe  Inagination, 


but  (hey  never  aboutd  fr^hten  him  from  the  course  of 
bis  public  duty. 

Mr.  HORHIS  asked  leave  (o  lay  an  amendment  on 
the  table,  which  be  proposed  to  offer  aa  a  substitute  for 
the  bill  ss  amended  by  the  commitleei  which  was  grant- 
ed, and  it  was  ordeTcd  to  be  printtd. 

Mr.  MORBIS  tlien  moved  that  tbe  Senate  adjournt 
which  motion  waa  rejected:  Yeas 20,  na)s36,  as  ful'ows: 

YsAB — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  CIhv,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Moore, 
Horrt>,  Prentias,  Preston,  Robbins,  Suulliard,  Swift, 
Tipton,  Tumlinaon,  Wall,  Webster— SO. 

Nara — Messrs.  Beotoit,  BIsek,  Brown, Cuthbert,  Dana, 
Ewinif  of  Illinois,  Pulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks  Hubbard, 
Kingof  Aliibams,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Ndea,  Norvell, 
Page,  Rives,  Hobinson,  Ru^frle*,  Sevier,  Strange,  TalU 
madg''.  Walker,  White,  Wright— 26. 

The  question  waa  tben  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  as  amended,  and  decided  in  tbe  affirmative: 
Yeas  26,  nays  19,  aa  follows: 

Yxjls — Messm.  Denton,  Black,  Brown,  Cutbbert, 
Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinoiii,  Pultun,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Lir.n,  Lyun,  Moore, 
Nicholas,  NdfS,  Norvell,  Page,  Rivra,  Rctbinann,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadpe,  Walker,  White,  WnKhl- SS. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  day,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ken(,  Ktiighl,  Morris  Prentiu,  Preston, 
Rf^bins,  Quggles,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tumlinaon, 
Wall,  Webster— 19. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  it  waa  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed as  amended. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned.  • 

WxDiisaDAT,  FsnnvAKT  1. 
LAND  FRAUDS. 

The  resoTulion,  formerly  offered  by  Mr.  Nicholab, 
calling'  on  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  fi»r  information 
obtained  by  special  agents  in  reUtion  to  alleged  frauds 
on  the  public  lands  in  the  Slate  of  Louiaians,  being  uu- 
der  consideration — 

Mr.  CLAY  propoaed  to  amend  (he  resolution  by  stri- 
king out  Louisiana,  and  extending  the  inquiry  tu  all  the 
Ststea  and  Territories. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  had  no  objection  to  a  general  in* 
quiryi  but,  as  a  particular  charge  of  fraud  had  been 
made  in  relation  to  hia  own  State,  and  aa  he  was  de- 
sirous to  protect  ilacitiz'  ni  againsl  all  unjust  and  in- 
jurious charge*,  he  would  prtf*-r  that  hia  resolution 
should  remain  dialinct  from  any  rciolution  for  a  general 
inquiry. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Chin,  aaid  he  hoped  the  Senator 
would  at  least  permit  bis  resolution  to  be  so  fsr  amend- 
ed ss  to  call  for  a  return  of  the  papers  on  which  cli#ri;es 
in  relation  to  cittsens  of  Louisiana  had  been  madt:  at  the 
last  aeasion,  which  papera  bad  been  returned  from  tbe 
Senate  to  the  Department. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  intimated  bis  belief  that  those  charges 
were,  to  a  eooaidcrable  extent,  founded  on  nnooymoua 
lettera. 

Mr.  EWINGsaid  be  had  not  deprndedon  such  letters. 
The  principal  letter  on  which  (lie  charges  were  founded 
was  from  the  diatriet  altorney  for  the  weatern  diatrict 
of  Louisiana!  and  be  chimed  it  aa  an  act  of  justice  to  all, 
that  the  ssine  papera  on  which  chargea  were  made  at 
the  last  seasion  ahould  aRain  be  brought  before  the  Sen- 
ate, that  the  report  on  the  aubject  might  contain  tbe  in- 
formation on  which  charges  were  founded. 

Mr.  LINN  hiquired  whether  indivldnela  who  might 
be  implicated  would  hare  an  oppostunity  toirebut  tbe 
charges  uf  fraud  wMclcf%M  M^EOlfftQ^vSt  then. 
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Mr.  SKVIER  spoke  at  some  length  t^inst  Miiding 
outsprcitl  agents  at  alt  tu  inquire  into  caaea  witich  had 
been  I'tng  eona'dered  as  aeitleo.  It  hindered  the  iaauing 
of  land  paienta,  and  was  highly  ityurioua  to  innocent 
peraom.  He  was  oppoied  to  every  kind  of  reinveatiga- 
tion  on  this  subject. 

Mr.'  CLAT  offered  hia  amendment,  which  was  adopt- 
ed, for  instituting  a  general  investigation,  as  an  addition 
to  Mr.  Nicholas's  resohition. 

On  molKM  of  Mr.  KWING,  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
NicBOLAt  wu  amended  so  as  to  call  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  information  olherviae  obtained,  as 
well  as  by  special  i^nls. 

The  reaolution,  as  amendedt  was  then  adopted. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  eicepi 
to  actual  seltlera,  and  in  limited  quantitie*,  was  taken  up 
as  the  special  order,  the  amendments  made  >n  committee 
having  been  agreed  to  yesterday,  and  the  bill  reported 
to  the  Senatr. 

Mr.  NORVELL  moved  an  amendment  to  the  fourth 
section  of  the  bill,  providing  that  it  shall  not  be  con- 
s'rued  so  as  to  affect  the  selections  of  land  which  have 
been  or  may  be  made  for  the  salt  springs  belonging  to 
Michigan. 

Mr.  WALKEK  did  nut  consider  that  the  amendment 
was  at  all  necvssary,  for  the  provisiona  of  the  bill  cover- 
ed wliat  the  Senator  was  desirous  of  accomplishing. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROWN  muved  an  amendment  to  the  fourth 
setrtion,  mskingil  relroapeclive  in  its  character  in  regard 
to  pre-emptiun  settlement. 

Mr.  B.  aaid  he  offered  this  amendment  with  a  view  to 
obviate  the  objection  enieriaincd  by  aome  gentlemen 
that  the  aeelkinf  aa  it  stood,  would  bold  out  a  anrt  of 
bounty  to  persons  reddii^  <■)  (l>e  old  Stales  to  emimte 
to  tlie  West.  Now,  should  the  amendaieiit  prevail,  no 
Biich  temptation  would  be  held  out  as  under  the  eilMing 
sec  ion. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  so 
as  to  confine  the  operations  of  pre-emptions  to  seltle- 
mrn's  prior  to  the  1st  of  December,  1836. 

Mr.  BROWN  accepted  the  modification ;  and 

The  qiieatlon  was  then  taken  on  the  amendtnent  aa 
amended,  and  il  was  adopted  by  the  folloving  vote: 

YsAS— Heasrs.  nayard.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuihbert,  Dana,  Davis, 
KwingofOhio,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
McKean,  Morris,  Nile^,  Page,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Hobbins,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Wall, 
Webster,  While— 30. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Ewing  of  lUinoi*,  Ful- 
ton, Orundy*  Hetwlrickst  King  nf  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon, 
M-Htre,  Nicholas,  NtHrrell,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tipton, 
Walker,  Wright— 17. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  aiibmitted  an  amendment  to 
compel  the  individual  entering  a  pre-emption  to  occupy 
and  cultivate  hia  land  six  months  previous  to  such  pre- 
emption. 

Mr.  WALKER  disapproved  of  the  proposed  aroeod- 
ment,  and  aaid  if  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  should  prevail,  be  would  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  aa^d  that,  acc;>rdiiig  to  the  bil<, 
as  it  wa*,  a  man  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  remain  a  day 
or  two  on  the  land  to  entitle  him  to  a  settlement. 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  almost  every  gentleman  seemed  to 
tliiiik  that  some  bill  should  pass.  Now,  if  this  amend- 
ment prevailed,  the  bill  would  be  greatly  impaired  in  the 
eatimatioD  of  many  Senators.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  mistaken  in  saying  that  the  bill  requi-ed  a 
mere  temporary  reaideneet  it  required  not  only  ocou- 
paney,  but  cultivation  also. 
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Mr.  WALKER  hoped  that  the  amendment  of  the 
lleman  from  North  Carolina  would  prevail;  if  not,  a  prvff 
ciple  would  be  introduced  in  the  bill  which  ought  nvt  t 
find  ila  way  there.  Such  a  principle  eould  not  be  (oui> 
in  any  bill  heretofore  passed  of  thia  character.  If,  tb«fi 
this  new  ptinciple  should  be  inserted,  he  wss  prep»r«i 
to  abaitdon  the  billf  and  he  would  uk  for  the  yeas  usi 
nays. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that,  if  the  Senator  from  MisManpp 
should  vote  against  the  bill,  as  be  threatened  to  do,  i 
would  be  no  great  caUmUy.  As  for  himself,  he  woah 
vole  against  it  if  no  one  else  did.  What!  would  it  b< 
pretended  by  any  Senator,  that  a  man,  by  remaimi^  i 
day  upon  the  public  lands,  should  be  entitled  lopn-cmp 
X'mn*  Was  that  the  right  upon  which  gentlemea  would 
grant  the  right  of  pre-emption?  Not  actual  cultivaltor 
and  possession  waa  necessary;  this  was  the  practical  op 
eratron  of  the  pre-emption  laws  which  had  herelofort 
been  passed.  This  requirement  should  be  imislcd  wpoc 
by  the  present  billt  and  the  requirement  pnpased  to  be 
inserted  in  the  bill,  of  a  six  months'  residencr,  iras  only, 
be  repeated,  carrying  out  the  intention  of  the  oW  pre 
emption  lavs. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  remarked  that  he  was  denraua  that  ■ 
bill  should  pass  restricting  the  lands  to  actual  aettlery, 
but  he  considered  three  months  would  be  long  enough. 

The  question  wss  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  nmend- 
ment,  and  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  RUGGLE9  moved  to  strike  out  and  in- 

sert "  threet"  which  was  lost. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Heaara.  BATARZ^ 
NILES,  CRITTENDEN.  BBOWN,  CALII017N,  and 
PRESTON,  when 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
on  tbe  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  to  insert 
**  three"  instead  of  "aixi^and  asked  for  ibeyeasaad  nayst 
vhieb  being  taken,  were:  Yeas  38,  nsyi  18. 

So  the  vote  was  reeonaideredj  and, 

On  taking  tbe  question  on  Mr.  RucsLsa'a  root  too 
to  strikeout  "sizi^and  insert  "three,"  it  waa  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUGGLE9,  the  bill  waa  amended 
so  as  to  require  an  actual  occupation  and  cultivation  of 
the  tract  three  months  prior  to  theentry  of  a  pre-emption. 

Mr.  MORRIS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a 
clause  requiring  the  individual  purchasii^  on  a  pre- 
emption to  have  erected  a  dwelling-hotMe  on  the  bad, 
snd  to  have  resided  therein  the  term  of  three  months. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  asked  fur  tbe  yeas  and  naysi  wbicb 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendneels 
on  the  table,  and  asked  for  tbe  yeas  and  pays  on  tlw 
question;  which  being  ordered,  the  queMioD  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  aa  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Bsyard,  Calboun,  Cby,  Cbylon,  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio^  Kent,  King  M  Otorph 
Knight,  Moore,  Morns,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbing  Se- 
vier, Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Webster— 30. 

Navs— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Cuthbert, 
Dins,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricki. 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn.  Lyon,  Nichida^  Nik^ 
Norrell,  Psge,  Bver,  Robinson,  Ruggtea,  Straagrk 
Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall.  White,  Wright— 36. 

Mr.  IIOOHE  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn;  ahicb 
motion  was  rejected:  Yeas  SO,  nays  25,  as  fi^llows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Baysrd,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayt<m,  Cnt- 
tenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Georf<*, 
Kniglit,  Moore,  Morris,  Prentis%  Preston,  Robbing 
Southard,  Swin,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster— 30. 

NATa— Measra.   Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Cuthbert, 
Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fuhon,  Grundy,  Hendnck%  : 
Hubbard,  Unn,  Lyon,  Richolaa,  Niles,  Norvell,  Psff. 
Rivet,  R^ioson,  Runteib  Seri^  StmnfeHTkllnsds^i 
Walker,  Wbite,  W^j^^Tj^yGOOglC 
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After  loiDe  remarks  from  McMra.  HORRIS.  BAY- 
ARD, WALKER.  EWINOofOhio,  and  EWINOofllli. 
noil,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Uobbii  wat  rejectedi  Teaa 
21.  n»y»  35,  u  rollowa: 

TxAa— llessn.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Daris.  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama, 
Kmjf  of  Geoi^a.  Knight,  Morris,  Prenlia^  Preaton, 
Robbio*.  Rugffle%  Southard,  Tomtinaon,  Wa)l,  Web- 
Iter,  White— 31. 

Nati— Memrt.  Renton,  Black,  Brown,  Cuthbert, 
pana,  Ew'ing  of  Illinois.  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendrick% 
Hubbard,  [.inn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Nilea,  Nonrell, 
Rivea,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Swift,  Tall- 
Bttdge,  Walker,  Wright— 2j. 

Mr.  NORVRLL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  providing 
that  the  restrioliun  which  confines  the  benefits  of  this 
let  to  citizens  of  the  United  S'atet  ihall  apply  only  to 
the  pre-emption  ayilera. 

Ur.  N.  observed  that  the  srctloii,  aa  it  now  stands, 
wu  the  adoption  of  a  policy  never  before  known  in  the 
United  Slates  in  the  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

After  some  words  from  Mr.  LtNN  in  favor  of  the 
amendment, 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  that  if  he  had  thought  that  the 
notion  would  prevail,  he  would  have  moved  to  strike 
oat  the  ninth  section  altogether,  as  it  ought  not  to  be  in 
the  bill  at  all. 

Ur.  WEBSTER  asked  if  it  wa*  the  intention  of  the 
Senate,  in  a  bill  giving  so  great  a  bounty  as  this  bill,  to 
extend  it  to  every  man  in  England,  Prance,  and  Ireland^ 
Would  ihey  extend  the  privilege  of  entering  Unds  for 
mir  children  to  fathers  in  foreign  countries,  when  the 
fiends  of  the  bill,  with  so  much  reluctance,  consented 
thai  it  should  be  extended  to  those  in  the  old  Slates? 

Mr.  W.  moved  to  amend  the  ninth  leetion,  so  at  to 
TtiXTtct  the  privilegci  of  pre-emption  and  aettiement  for 
chitdren.  to  citisena  of  the  United  States}  which  was 
•greed  to. 

_  The  qiieition  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  NoavatL's  mo- 
^  (e  strike  out  the  ninth  sectioni  which  was  rejected: 
■eas  9,  nays  22,  as  follows: 

Tkis— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  ITendrieka,  Ltnn,  Ly- 
on. Norvirll,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Walker— 9. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clayton, 
Cmtenden,  Dana,  Dari*,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of 
Ohl^  Fulton,  Grundy.  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Ala- 
Mma,  King  of  Georgia,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas  N.lea. 

Prentias,  Preston,  Riven,  Robbins,  Ruggles,  South- 
■M.  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinaon,  Webster,  White, 
"fgnt— 32. 

ik^k-  '*^*^GLES  mored  to  strike  the  8th  section  from 
jne  Ml.  [This  is  the  section  permitting  fathers  in  the 
Stalef,  or  mothers,  in  case  the  fathers  are  deaci,  to 
ralera  section  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  minar  children.] 
Nr.  HUBBARD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
9*'^>on,  which  wereorderedt  and  after  some  remarka 
|nniMr.  RUGGLES,  the  motioa  wttreicetcdi  Teas  19; 
"•^^  86,  at  follows: 

.  ■''■—Meurs.  Beaton,  Bitek,  Fulton,  Kng  of  Ala- 
Lino,  Moore,  Morrif,  Nilef,  Page,  Rugglet,  Se- 

Wright— 1?, 

NiTi—Mettra,  Bayard,  Brown.  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
";na,  Ewing  of  Illinois.  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Gnindy,  Hen- 
jneu,  Hubbard,  King  of  Georgia,  Nicholas.  Norvelt, 
r*^*^**  Preston,  Rive%  Rubbins,  Robinson,  Southard, 
^^U'l'allroadge,  Tvmlinton,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster, 

nr^*  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  reducing  ibe 

In    " J  "  have  been  in  the  market  ten  years 

the      k""'  "^'^^ 

"*rket  fifteen  years  to  seventy-five  cents  per  acre. 

-JK-  MORRIS  here  moved  that  the  Senate  adjoumi 

^  V*  Wfried:  Teat  30,  nura  19;  and 

'T*  Settle  edjouraed. 


Tbcbsdit,  Fsiiiri.aT  2. 

Mr.  NICHOLAS  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  AaiXAnaB  Moutov,  Senator  elect  from  the  State 
of  LouWana,  ^ee  Mr.  Pobtbb,  resigned. 

Mr.  MOUTON  then  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  hit  seat. 

COPY-RIGHTS  TO  FOREIGNERS. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that  he  begged  leave  to  present  to  the 
Senate  a  memoir  or  address  from  certain  living  authors 
of  Great  Britain.  Among  the  subscribers  to  it  would  be 
recognised  some  of  the  most  distingui^ed  names  in  the 
literary  world— names  (uid  he)  with  which  we  bare 
been  long  familiar,  and  whose  admirable  produetiont 
have  often  instructed  and  delighted  us  all.  They  repre- 
sent that,  owing  to  the  want  of  legal  protection  in  the 
United  States,  they  are  deprived  of  the  benefit  here  of 
their  literary  propertyt  tlial  their  works  are  published 
without  any  compensaiton  being  made  to  them  for  their 
copy.righttt  that  they  are  frequently  altered  and  mtitila- 
ted,  to  as  to  aflTect  injuriously  their  reputations!  t^d 
that  an  arrangement  which  they,  or  some  of  them,  had 
made  with  booksellers  in  the  United  Slsteii,  to  secure  a 
fair  and  just  remuneration  for  their  labors,  had  been  de- 
feated by  the  practice  of  other  American  bookaellert. 
They  therefore  request  the  passage  of  a  law,  by  whicA 
their  right  of  properly  ma^  be  protected. 

I  am  quite  sure,  Mr.  President,  (continued  Mr.  Clat,) 
that  I  need  not  say  one  word  to  commend  thia  addreas 
to  the  attentive  and  friendly  consideration  of  the  Senate, 
and  every  member  of  it.  Of  all  clatset  of  our  fclluw- 
beings,  there  is  none  that  has  a  better  right  than  that  of 
authors  and  inventors,  to  the  kindness  the  sympathy, 
and  the  protection  of  the  Government.  And  surely 
nothing  can  be  more  reatonable  than  that  they  thotfid 
be  allowed  to  enjoy,  without  interruption,  fur  a  limited 
time,  the  property  created  by  their  own  genius.  Un- 
fortunately, but  tcto  often  dependent  upon  that  alone,  if 
Ihey  are  deprived  of  it,  they  are  bereft  of  the  means  of 
subsistence.  The  signers  of  thit  address  may.  with  more 
wnfidence,  indulge  the  hope  of  the  peitage  of  the  law 
which  they  solicit  fVom  the  consideration  tha^  tceord- 
ing  to  the  liberality  of  the  British  practice,  the  tecurity 
ofcopy-right  is  nut  restricted  to  British  subjects,  but  i» 
equally  enjoyed  by  foreigners.  And  1  understand  that 
there  are  instances  of  Americto  autllort  who  have  avail- 
ed themselves  of  it. 

Mr.  President,  when  we  reflect  what  important  parts 
of  the  great  republic  of  lellers  the  Unit<d  Slates 
and  Great  Britain  are,  and  consider  ibeir  common  ori- 
gin, eommon  language,  and  aimilarity  of  instilutionr, 
and  of  hsbita  of  reading,  there  teems  to  me  to  be  every 
motive  for  reciprocating  between  the  two  countries  the 
security  of  cnpy-rights.  Indeed.  I  do  not  see  any  ground 
of  just  objection,  either  in  the  constitution  or  in  sound 
policy,  to  the  passage  of  a  law  tendering  to  all  foreign 
naliont  reeiproeal  tecurity  for  litewy  property. 

Hr.  C,  in  eonclusien,  ntored  that  tbe  itiemorial  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Hr.  PRESTON  aaid  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  general 
propriety  of  the  direction  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
memoriali  all  subjects  of  this  kind  were  properly 
brought  before  the  Library  Committee.  But  the  sub- 
ject was  one  of  tome  difficulty  i  there  was  a  large  and 
meritorious  class  of  authors  in  this  country,  who  had  a 
direct  interest  in  securing  to  (he  authora  of  Great  Brit> 
ain  the  copy-right  to  their  works,  becaute  copies  of 
these  works  were  told  without  the  expense  of  a  copy- 
right, and  thua  came  in  free  and  ii\jurioua  competition 
with  the  works.of  American  authors.  But,  tben,  publish- 
ers had  an  opposite  interest,  to  seize  upon  foreign  works 
without  price,  and  republish  U»em.  The  conaequenee 
vt%  that  the  labor  of  foreign  tuthoirxtf  jcpprirtcd  to 
Digitized  by 
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the  UM  of  pubKahen  here,  who  oftf  n  Mnt  into  the  nur- 
ket  t  moft  deapieable  aniele  in  poJnt  of  exeeution,  en- 
lifcly  nnvorthy  of  (he  ttite  of  the  arti  in  this  country. 
PabliAert,  tlierefore,  had  tmyed  Ibeiwelvei  t^inat 
the  object  of  thii  memorial)  ■nd  the  nibject,  tbercfure, 
resolved  itaelf  into  a  eotnplicitled  question  of  free  trade 
and  protection  of  the  mechanical  arta,  with  which  ia 
numbered  the  art  of  printing.  On  this  subject  Mr.  P. 
was  not  now  prepitred  to  decide.  They  had  two  au- 
thors to  our  one,  and  were,  therefore,  more  inieresled 
in  the  protection  of  mental  iabort  while  «c  published 
three  or  four  books  to  their  one,  and  were,  therefure, 
more  interested  in  proteetii^  publishers.  Mr.  P.  was 
iindenitood  to  suggest  that  the  subject  ought  to  go  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  remarked  thai  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee Itad  already  as  much  before  them  as  they  could  prop- 
erly perforiD,  and  it  was  therefore  impossible  for  them 
to  give  this  subject  that  attention  which  wsa  due  to  its 
intrlnno  meriti.  He  therefore  moved  that  the  memorial 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five,  expressing  ihe 
desire  that  he  might  be  excused  from  serving  on  such 
committee. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  siid  tie  was  aware  that  the  interest 
of  booksellert  in  the  United  States  was  advene  to  tlie 
object  of  this  memorial^  but  he  did  not  suppoae  (hat  it 
was  of  a  eharacter  or  nature  such  as  required  its  rejec- 
tion. The  works  fur  wliich  copy-rights  would  be  secured 
in  this  country  constituted  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
entire  literature  of  Great  Britain  or  thia  countryj  and  of 
ihe  works  of  the  distinguished  names  on  this  memorial, 
the  copy-riglit  of  a  great  portion  had  expired,  which 
«  as  therefore,  subject  lo  free  publication;  and  perbsps 
it  would  not  be  thought  proper  to  revive  the  right  in 
thii  country.  By  several  living  foreign  authors,  an  at- 
tempt bad  been  made  to  secure  their  property  in  this 
countrj',  by  deslgnsting  the  booksellers  in  the  United 
Stales  by  whom  alone  their  works  were  to  be  pnblibhed. 
The  attempt,  however,  proved  impracticable,  for  other 
booksetlers  alio  publiahed  tl<eir  works  without  license, 
so  as  entirely  to  deprive  them  of  the  benefl  s  of  such 
property  in  this  country.  Vr.  C-  thought  the  proper 
ctimmiltee  was  that  on  the  Judiciary,  though  he  would 
not  object  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  whtn  tins  qtieition  came  to  be 
considered  it  would  be  a  vexed  and  difficult  question.  He 
would  not  discuss  it  now,  but  he  saw  an  interest  involved 
far  beyond  that  of  puSliahers,  to  whose  interest  he  would 
payaamaller  regard)  ard  that  was  the  interest  of  the 
reading  people  of  the  United  Slates.  Ctiesp  editions 
ul  foreign  works  were  now  published  and  sent  all  over 
the  country  so  as  to  be  within  the  reach  of  every  in- 
dividiialt  and  the  effect  of  granting  copy-righls  asked  for 
by  thia  memorial  would  be,  that  the  authors  who  were 
anxious  to  have  their  works  sppear  in  a  more  expensive 
form  would  prevent  the  issuing  of  these  cheap  editicns) 
an  that  the  amount  of  republiettloni  of  British  works  in 
this  country,  he  thought,  would  be  at  onee  reduced  to 
one  half.  But  to  live  in  fame  waaaa  great  a  stimutui  to 
authors  as  pecuniary  gaint  and  the  question  oug)it  to 
be  considered,  whether  they  would  not  lose  as  much  of 
fame  by  ilie  measure  asked  for,  as  they  would  gain  in 
money.  It  was  especially  well  worthy  of  the  committee 
to  go  beyond  publialierB,  and  aaeertain  what  would  be 
the  efTect  on  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  in  this  vaat 
country. 

Mr.  Gbdubx's  motion  to  refer  the  menvoriat  to  a  spe- 
cial committee  was  then  carried;  and  the  Chair  appointed 
Messrs.  Ctir,  PatsToir,  Bugbasait,  Wbistb*,  and 
EwiHo  of  Ohio,  to  compute  the  committee. 

PUBUC  LANDS. 
The  Preridcnt  baving  announced  the  ipeeiti  order  of 


the  day,  being  the  bill  limiting  the  sales  of  the  pablie 
hnd*^  and  having  (fated  the  queation  to  be  on  the  fol- 
lowing aeetions,  moved  by  Mr.  Huohb,  as  amendBMH 

to  the  bill: 

"  And  be  U  furiher  enaefeJ,  That  all  lioAi  whieh  bavt 
been  offered  for  sale  twenty  or  more  year^  and  reouin 
unsold,  shall  hereafter  be  sold  at  Bfly  cents  per  aerei  all 
lands  which  have  been  offered  fifteen  or  more  ycan^  sad 
less  than  twenty  years,  diall  be  hereafter  aoM  at  sevrnty' 
Ave  cents  per  acret  and  all  lands  which  have  been  offered 
ten  or  more  years,  and  lets  than  fifteen  yeara^  shall  here- 
after  be  aold  at  one  dollar  per  acret  Pnmded,  Thst  m* 
more  than  one  hundred  and  lizty  acres  shall  bcsoMta 
any  one  purchaser,  nor  to  iMner  than  actual  settln% 
at  such  reduced  prices. 

'*  And  be  it  further  enaetedf  That  any  person  who  A*n 
make  the  oecesaary  proof,  aa  required  by  the  ftnirlh 
section  of  thia  bill,  that  he  liaa  occupied  or  culiitattd 
any  portion  uf  tlie  pubfic  lands  Mibjeet  to  enlryat^ri* 
v:ite  aale,  auch  person  shall  have  the  pre<cmptive  rijtU 
in  the  purchase  of  one  quarter  section,  to  inelwle  the 
land  ao  occupied  or  cultivated,  at  one  dollar  per  acre." 

Mr.  MOOKB  addressed  the  Senate  ai  fullowi: 

Mr.  President:  When  1  had  the  honor  to  present  la 
the  Senate  last  evening  the  amcndmenta  now  under  itt 
consideration,  I  aaid  great  injustice  had  been  done  that 
class  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  Brst  emigrate  and  take 
pnaaession  of  the  public  domain,  by  that  tevere  denun* 
ciatiun  that  had  been  ao  liberally  dealt  out  against  then 
from  several  quarters  upon  this  floor.  Having  been  aa 
early  emigrant  myself  to  the  section  of  country  in  which 
I  reside,  and  having  some  knowle^lge  of  the  character 
of  the  man^  privations  which  those  with  whom  1  hare 
been  aiaociated  had  lo  encounter,  atid  which  arc  ooBi- 
mon  with  all  early  emigrants  to  a  new  cuunti7i  it  was 
natural  that  my  sympathies  and  sensibilities  should  be 
excited.  But,  sir,  f  am  well  aware  these  minlei  and 
censure  were  not  Uiruwn  particularly  at  Al'bsmij  and 
as  they  have  been  met  and  replied  tu  by  othen,  I  iliall 
endeavor  only  to  give  a  brief  explanation  of  the  opera- 
lion  of  former  pre-emption  laws,  as  relates  lo  the  Stale 
of  Alabanm. 

Sir,  ttie  o;.1y  pre-emption  law  in  that  lung  catalufue 
brought  to  view  by  tne  Senator  from  Hitamiri  [llr 
BaiTTOff]  in  which  any  portion  of  Ihe  citizens  of  fhii 
Slate  have  had  any  interot,  is  Ihe  law  of  Uuy. 
which  was  limited  in  its  operation  to  one  year  only;  sad 
the  act  of  June,  183^  which  re-enacted  the  pro«irioM 
of  the  law  of  18S0.  and  continued  ila  operation  furlwe 
year*. 

Three  laws  have  had  an  application  in  one  or  Ivo 
couniies  only  in  the  whole  Slate  of  Alabamsi  sod, 
truth,  it  may  be  aaid  that  the  citizens  in  but  one  county 
have  been  benefited  to  any  conaiderable  extent.  TfieN 
citizens,  although  not  in  affluence,  are  as  honcti,  ai 
worthy,  and  respectable,  as  the  population  in  any  other 
quarter. 

And  what,  let  me  ask,  is  tlie  character  of  tbe  booa 
presented  by  tbe  pre'Cmption  laws  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred.' Th«  only  advantage  has  been  the  protection  it 
gave  the  poor  man  from  a  competllion  with  the  mon 
wealthy  land  speculator  in  the  purchase  of  his  lidle 
home,  one  quarter  acetion,  which  bad  been  made  valua- 
ble only  by  means  of  his  own  labor  bestowed  upon  ii. 

Sir,  it  is  due  lo  my  constituenta  that  I  should  aisle  oM 
fsct,  which  is  much  to  their  credit  and  h«nor,  whWj  • 
thia:  I  have  never  heard  of  any  attempt  to  perfecl  tide* 
under  these  pre  emption  laws  by  a  reaort  lo  |' corrup- 
tion, perjury,  aubornation  of  perjury,  or  other  improper 
meana,"  about  which  we  have  heaM  so  mucli  a*  bannf 
occurred  in  other  quarters. 

I'here  ia  another  fact  which  I  take  great  pleanre  lo 
bringing  lo  the  view  of  the  Scn|ifR  JHWAeffJ*'^ 
Diqitized  by  VjOOy  Lc 
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Jackion,  which  hu  enjnyed  prpkter  benefit  Frain  the 
pre>eniption  law§  than  any  ullirr,  has  alto  furnitbed 
B  gmter  number  of  aoldiera  fur  the  defence  of  the  Sute 
than  ajiy  other  countyi  she  haa  now  (unleis  they  have 
Kcenlly  returned)  about  four  hundred  of  her  brave  and 
patriotic  eitizena,  breaaling  the  perih  of  the  Indian  war 
in  Florida,  and,  what  I  fear  ia  more  appalling  to  them 
than  the  danji^ers  of  war,  the  unhealthy  clinwte  which 
ia  the  acene  of  their  operations. 

Tbeae  are  voluntrem,  not  draughted  men.  As  aoon 
aa  the  call  for  men  was  made  known,  more  volunteered 
than  were  required)  and,  in  this  county,  I  have  beard  it 
said  that,  **  if  any  draught  sfaouM  ever  be  resorted  to,  it 
would  be  a  draught  to  aee  who  should  stay  at  home." 

But  it  has  been  intimated  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Geoi^a  [Hr.  Kixa]  that  this  olaaa  of  our  fcllow-citi- 
sens  bavp,  by  their  disorderly  and  criminal  deportment, 
provoked  the  Indian  wars  in  which  the  Governmenl  has 
been  and  yet  ia  involved. 

Mr.  Preaident,  as  regards  the  Black  Hawk  war,  1 
know  nothing,  and  therefore  I  say  nothingt  but,  air,  as 
relates  tu  the  Indian  war  in  the  South,  I  think  I  hazard 
nothing  in  saying  this  can  be  tracrd  to  a  different  origini 
tbis  has  originated  from  the  manner  in  which  your  in- 
treaties  have  been  made,  and  the  bad  faith,  yes,  air, 
the  bad  faith,  in  which  their  requirements  have  been  ex- 
ecuted. One  circumstance  which  has  conlrtbuted 
greatly  in  exciting  thai  ill-bluod  which  finally  resulted  in 
open  deprcdaliona  on  the  part  of  the  Indiani^  haa  been  the 
countenance  given  to  (he  most  gross  and  flagrant  frauds 
practised  upon  them  by  unprincipled  land  speculatorii,  in 
the  pt^ended  purchase  of  their  reservations.  And,  sir,  I 
think  I  may  assume  the  renponsibility  of  myirg  that  some 
of  the  constituents  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia  psrtici- 
pated  largely  in  Ihrse  speculations.  WcD,  sir,  (he  war 
having  been  brought  about  by  the  means  to  which  1 
have  referred,  who,  except  that  very  class  of  our  fellow- 
citizens,  so  much  abused,  to  whom  the  opprobrious 
epithet  of  "squatterb"  has  been  applied,  firat  shouldered 
(heir  muskets  to  do  the  flighting*  The  silk^and-purple 
gentry,  unless  they  can  be  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  the 
command  of  a  regiment  or  battalion,  find  it  more  con. 
venient  (o  enjoy  their  ease  upon  their  cotton  farm.  If 
they  contribute  any  thing,  it  is  by  way  uf  substitute) 
their  person  is  too  sacred  to  be  exposed  to  (he  cruel 
hardships  of  a  eanop^'gnt  tliey  therefore  do  all  their 
flgbting  by  substituie.  Yes,  sir,  although  this  "tra- 
duced class"  di  not,  as  has  been  charged,  originate  the 
war,  they  are  truly  active  and  principal  agents  in  bringing 
it  to  a  close. 

But  it  has  been  alleged  by  the  honorable  Senator  '*  that 
they  pay  no  taxea  to  the  GoTernmeni,"  &c.  Now,  sir,  I 
demand  to  know  if  this  be  tot  I  desire  to  know  of  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Kma]  whether  the  tax  im- 
posed by  the  tarlfT  does  not  operate  upon  this  class  of 
our  fellow^titizent  as  wtll  as  any  other?  By  what  means 
are  they  exempted  from  itainfluencef  Sir,  doea-not  the 
poor  man  pay  a  tax  for  the  hat  upon  his  beati,  the  coal 
(itUbough  it  may  be  a  coarse  one)  upon  his  back,  and 
the  shoes  upon  his  feel.'  Is  he  not  required  to  pay  a  tax 
fur  (be  plough  and  weeding  hoe,  the  axe,  and  other 
farming  uteonls  wilb  which  be  cultivates  his  liiile  corn- 
field? The  wgw  with  which  he  sweetens  his  coffee, 
and  the  salt  that  ia  put  in  hia  brcadf  Yes,  air,  he  pays 
a  tax  almost  for  everjr  thing  he  and  hia  family  either 
eat  or  wear)  and  this  is  not  all,  for  he  is  taxed  for  Hie 
very  last  nail  that  is  driven  in  his  coflin,  or  the  cuffin 
made  fur  any  branch  of  his  family.  And  yet  we  are  to 
be  told  that  "they  pay  no  tax!"  I  am  willing  to  ad- 
rait  that  (hey  may  not  pay  as  much  in  annount  as  the 
nun  who  weara  a  beaver  hat,  a  broadcloth  cloak,  a  ruf- 
fle shirt,  aod  kIIe  sloekli^  and  who  uiea  hia  wines 
and  other  hxnricai  yet  I  will  venture  the  uiertioa  that 
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the  lax  paid  by  the  poor  man,  who  may  have  a  large 
family  to  support,  falls  as  heavy  and  is  as  oppresaive  upon 
him  as  the  tax  paid  by  any  frther  daas  of  the  community. 

Well,  now,  aTew  woitls  as  regarda  the  amendment 
submitted  for  the  consideraiiowof  the  Senate.  Its  op> 
eration  ia  conflned  to  lands  that  have  been  in  market  for 
ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  years,  and  which  the  Govern- 
ment haa  not  been  able  to  sell  at  the  minimum  price,  and 
which,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  will  never  be  S'tld  unless 
the  price  be  reduced.  This  provision  will  enure  mainly 
to  the  benefit  of  that  cla^s  for  whom  it  ia  more  imperi- 
ously our  duly  to  legislalet  those  in  indigent  eircumatan- 
cei,  who  have  lieretufure  been  driven  out  of  the  pabho 
land  market,  by  Ihe  wealthy,  the  capitalist,  and  land 
(■peculator)  for,  sir.  It  cannot  be  disguised  that  these  have 
h<-ielofure  posfessed  themselves  of  all  the  most  vsluablr, 
rich,  and  fertile  hmds,  to  the  entire  exclu^on  of  those 
who  have  been  unable  to  compete  with  them.  And 
now,  when  they  have  picked  and  culled  it  over  and  over 
again,  until  nothing  remiins  but  the  refuse  land%  which 
ihey  will  not  purchase,  but  which  a  poor  man  is  both 
willing  and  able  to  purchase  at  its  fair  value,  you  refuse, 
and  unreasonably  insist  that  Ibis  is  worth  as  much  as  you 
sell  the  cotton  and  sugtr  hnA  and  beat  Miaatsatppi  low 
grounds  for.  This  policy  la  as  inconsistent  aa  it  u  ad- 
verse to  the  interest  of  the  new  Stales. 

What,  let  me  ask,  wotild  be  the  course  of  an  intelli- 
gent individual,  under  similar  circumstancex,  who,  hav- 
mg  obtained  a  lai^  quantity  of  public  lands,  and  iMving 
aold  nut  Ihe  beat  at  the  highest  price  it  would  command, 
would  hol.l  up  the  refuse  with  the  view  of  obtaining  the 
same  price  for  this'  What  haa  been  Ihe  practice  of  ev- 
ery Slate  in  Ihe  Union  which  haa  suld  its  public  lands* 
Have  Ihey  dot  reduced  the  price  according  to  its  (jual- 
ity^  And  what  would  be  the  course  of  any  other  indi- 
vidual  who  might  put  in  market  any  other  commodity  f 
Suppose  he  be  a  tobacco  planter,  or  a  flour  merchant: 
would  either  of  these,  having  made  sale  of  all  the  prime, 
think  of  holding  up  the  ground  leaf  tobaeeo,  or  the  old 
and  sour  flnur,  with  any  reasonable  hope  of  ever  obtain- 
ing the  same  price  for  this?  Or  would  he  not  reduce 
the  price  of  this  article  to  its  (air  market  valuef  Thia, 
it  seems  to  me,  would  be  the  dictate  of  prudence  and 
common  sense. 

But,  sir,  we  claim,  and  with  great  propriety,  too,  a 
reduction,  upon  the  ground  and  principle  upon  which 
you  hare  reduced  the  tarliT,  in  order  lo  reduce  Uie 
amount  of  surplus  revenue,  and  to  bring  down  the  rate 
of  taxation  lo  the  actual,  economical  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  public  doma'n  is  the  article  in  which  the 
people  of  the  new  States  deal  mostly)  and  while  you  have 
extended  a  scale  of  reduclioit  to  every  other  article  of 
consumption,  this  has  been  left,  alone,  untouched,  at  its 
original  high*  price — a  price  fixed  when  (he  Govern- 
ment bad  a  large  public  debt  unliquidated,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  which  the  public  domain  was  pledged.  This 
pledge  is  now  redeemed,  and  the  citizens  of  the  new 
States  have  the  right  to  demand  a  reduction  in  Ihe  price 
of  the  public  domain  in  a  ratio  corresponding  with  that 
applied  by  the  larifl'to  other  articles. 

But  there  are  other  and  higher  considerations  which 
should  influence  gentlemen  in  the  support  of  this  meas- 
ure. The  citizens  of  the  newStaie^  although  they  pay 
their  equal  proportion  of  the  tax  collected,  nave  no  In- 
terekt  in  the  large  appropriations  of  thousands  and  mil- 
lions that  are  made  annually  out  of  the  pubHc  treasure 
for  harbors  fortifications,  breakwaters,  forts,  &c.,  on  the 
seaboard.  This  amendment  also  proposes  to  place  the 
means  in  the  hands  of  thoumnds  of  our  frilow-citizena  to 
become  freeholders,  and-  thus  inereaac  their  pride  and 
independence.  Iheir  atlachment  to  the  soil  and  to  the 
Goremment,  and  at  Uie  aame  linr-Mmove  that  odioui 
relation  that  rxisU  bet«B^ilHidl9AL>i@@#Li£ 
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But  tome  nntlemen  htve  arfru«d  in  opposition  to  this 
measuiT,  u  if  it  were  confined  in  its  operation  klone  to 
the  citizrns  of  the  new  Stttra^  and  H  if  the  citizens  of  no 
other  State  had  any  interest  in  the  matter  whatever.  Bill 
gentlemen  aliould  recollect  lhat  the  population  of  the 
new  Stales  is  composed  of  the  good  people  from  every 
other  State  in'this  Union,  and  ttiat  emigrants  from  every 
quarter  are  to  participate  in  the  wholesome  provisions 
pntposrd  to  be  incorporated  in  this  bill. 

Sir,  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Delaware  [Mr.  Batabu]  repudiate  these  enact- 
nents  because  they  hold  out  extravagant  inducement  to 
cmieratinn  from  the  old  to  the  new  States.  And  I 
would  submit  it  to  the  honorable  Senator  whether  this 
is  not  a  very  contracted  view  of  the  subject)  and  wheth- 
er it  is  not  our  duty  to  legislate  here  upon  the  broad 
principle  of  promoting  the  ioterctt  and  prosperity  of  all) 
and  whether  he  dues  justice  to  hia  constituents  ip  with- 
holding hia  si>pport  to  the  project  on  account  of  the  ex- 
travagant advantsges  it  tenders  them  for  emigration. 
And  ought  not  the  Stale  he  so  ably  represented  be  wil- 
ling to  part  with  lhat  portion  of  her  population  who> 
aeeing  the  avenue  opened  wide  for  the  improvement  uf 
their  fortunes  in  the  West  and  Southwest,  feel  desiroua 
of  aniilin|E  tbemsdvea  of  it?  And  ought  he  not  rather 
to  be  inclined  to  lend  his  aid  in  giving  Ihem  encounge- 
ment  than  to  impede  their  progreu?  What,  suppose 
some  rich  landlorxl  lose  a  tenant,  and  some  of  the  manu- 
factories Bume  of  their  hands,  who  Isbor  for  a  mere  pit- 
tance for  support,  when,  by  emigration  to  the  new  Slates, 
they  become  independent  frrcholdera  and  landlords 
themselvrs. 

Sir,  I  will  repeat  what  I  intimated  on  a  former  occa- 
aion^  that  the  people  of  the  new  Stales  have  a  right  to 
appeal  to  the  justice  of  the  majoriljr  on  tbia  floor  and  in 
the  other  branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  vtio  are 
now  dominant,  and  bold  the  power,  for  iheir  aid  in  sup- 
port of  this  measure.  They  have  done  much  for  the  atl- 
iDinistntiDn,  and  particularly  baa  Alabama  done  every 
tbin|r>  uid  more  than  could  have  been  expected)  ahe  has 
ncrifieed  her  feelings  and  her  principlest  her  cit'zens 
have  lacriiieed  their  attachment  for  an  individual  pure 
and  apotlna,  whose  deportment  ritber  in  the  private 
walks  of  life  or  the  public  eounclla  of  hia  country  no 
honorable  nun  will  dare  asaail  or  impeach.  Tet  they 
have  aaerificed  their  attachment  for  him,  their  neighbor, 
their  friend,  to  gratify  General  Jackson.  And  I  think  1 
have  the  right  now,  in  behalf  of  my  constituents,  to 
make  the  appeal  to  the  friends  of  the  administration  for 
•id  in  ftvor  of  a  measure  more  tntimaiely  connected 
with  their  interest  than  any  other  provision  of  this  bill. 

Now,  sir,  one  word  more  as  to  the  other  amendment 
proposed  aa  aa  additional  aection  to  the  bill.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  provis-ons  embraced  by  this  sre  so  obviously 
just  and  proper,  that  1  cannot  anticipate  oppoaition  from 
any  quarter.  In  this  there  is  no  principle  the  proprie- 
ty of  which  will  be  considered  doubtful  by  gentlemen 
coming  from  either  the  old  or  new  Stales. 

It  will  he  seen  ihat  this  amendment  proposes  to  secure 
to  an  itidividual  the  pre-emptive  right  in  the  purchase  of 
one  qusrter  section,  that  he  haa  Improved  and  cultiva- 
ted, at  one  dollar  per  acre,  of  the  land  subject  to  be  en- 
tered at  private  sale  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
per  acre.  This  will  be  of  little  or  no  service  to  other 
new  States,  which  will  eniny  a  more  important  advantage 
from  that  section  in  the  bill  which  securea  to  occupants 
the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  the  beat  lands 
in  the  country.  But,  as  regaida  Alabanaa,  these  golden 
dan  have  passedt  the  good  lands  have  long  iinee  been 
sold.  I  have  known  many  worthy  and  respectable  citi- 
xens  who  had  made  improvements  upon  tbe  public 
kndfi  who  were  able  to  give  from  6ve  to  ten,  fiHeen, 
and  twenty  dollan  per  acrei  yet  were  unable  to  Kcurc 


their  bomea— were  turned  out  and  driven  off  by  the  ap- 
ilalist  and  land  apeculator,  under  the  suction  Byitem,be. 
ing  unprotected  at  lhat  time  by  any  pre-emption  lav. 

Thia  amendment  would  be  viewed  as  a  modest  propo- 
sition, compared  with  other  features  in  the  bill,  snd  I 
hope  it  will  receive  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
Senate. 

[Mr.  Kiire,  of  Georgia,  in  a  subsequent  sisgein  the 
debate,  having  submitted  two  amendments  to  the  bill, 
viz:  one  requiring  **  that  tbe  applicant  for  a  pre-emii- 
tion  shall  make  oath  before  the  register  and  receinr 
lhat  he  haa  not  received  the  benefit  of  any  pre-dnpiioi 
law  heretofore  passed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Statesi'*  and  tbe  other  providing  'Mhat  no  pre-cmplioa 
ahall  be  granted  to  landa  from  which  the  Indians  had  sol 
been  removed  at  the  cummencenient  of  such  McapH- 
cy"— ] 

Hr.  Mooas  said  be  had  already  declared  lhat  Ibe 
Interest  which  the  State  of  Alabama  would  have  in  Itiu 
law,  compared  with  that  which  other  new  Slsteiind 
Terrrtnries  wculd  enjoy,  waa  very  inconsidersble.  Ytt 
he  had  given  the  bill  his  hearty  support,  from  principlf. 
He  was  willing  to  do  justice  to  other  citizens,  the  tirlr 
emigrants,  in  whatever  quarter  they  may  be  locitfd. 
But  now  tbe  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia  [Hr.  Kis*] 
propoaea  so  to  modify  the  bill  aa  to  destroy  even  thai 
small  interest  which  the  Siste  from  which  he  came  migtit 
claim  to  havr,  and  to  exclude  his  conDtiluents  froD  ssy 
participation  tn  its  wholesome  provisions  whsiever. 

Mr.  H.  solemnly  protested  sgainst  tbe  adoption  oftej 
such  amendmentt  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  aot^t- 
ify  the  Senator  from  Georgjs  in  effecting  such  mamKil 
injuatice  to  the  citizens  of  bis  State. 

That  Senator  had  again  renewed  his  onwarranted  de- 
nunciation* againit  that  meritorious  elass  of  our  feltew* 
eitizena,  whom  he  again  reproachea  by  calling  thcis 
*•  profeaaional  squatten;"  and  by  this  amendinenl  pro- 
poees  to  break  up  and  destroy  what  he  is  pleased  to  ciil 
*•  their  profession  and  livelihood.**  And,  sir,  he  u  dw- 
rouB  also  to  put  an  end  to  the  improper  treatment  »bu 
cruelty  with  which  "the  poor  Indiana"  have  been  made 
to  suffer,  and  are  liable  to  be  treated,  by  these 
tgrants.  many  of  whom  he  has  intimated  "have  left  G«>r^ 
gia  because  they  were  no  better  than  they  ought  (o  be. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  would  not  v«iuch  for  tbe  eorreci  de- 
portment of  tbe  people  of  Georgia  in  any  msnnen  bui, 
lor  the  consolation  of  ihe  Srnstor  from  Georgis,  he awW 
inform  him  that  the  salubrious  climate  of  Alabsm* 
a  most  happy  influence  upon  those  who  emigrated  troM 
lhat  qutrteri  aa  aoon  as  they  crossed  the  Une  and  be- 
came acctimaied,  they  then  ceue  lo  be  "  profewoni 
■quatten,"  and  become  honeat  and  respectable  citoei^ 
and  were  worthy  the  protection  this  bill  propaia  w 
give  them.  , 
But  if  the  Senator  succeeds  in  his  proposed  sbkM" 
ment,  his  (Mr.  M'sJ  constituent^,  few  as  "Jj!! 
who  have  obtained  any  pre-emption  under  '•'y™*" 
law,  are  now  to  be  excluded  from  any  benefit  rt" 
teetioo  given  b*  the  pre-eoHition  idauae  tn  thu  bill* 
left  entiKly  at  tbe  tender  merciea  of  the  land  specntal^ 
Now,  sir,  where  is  tbe  propriety  of  this?  """"z^ 
propriety  t  f  excluding  a  poor  man  from  a  pre-*"*?!!^ 
under  this  law,  merely  because  be  has  been  w"?*'^ 
lo  make  aale  of  hia  laud  heretofore  paid  lor.  in  order  » 
improve  his  condition  and  provide  more 
the  permanent  prmpcrity  of  his  fsmily.'   8.r,  !^?^, 
Ilemsn  can  with  much  more  propriety  dtaase  the  c 
acter  of  bis  amendment,  by  moditying  it  m  »^J^ 
ner  aa  to  exclude  and  tvnder  the  land  "peculator  iw^ 


petent,  inatead  of  the  prc-cmptioner,  to  purchaie  w  "J 
future  sale;  and  wHh  audi  a  modificaUon  Mr. 
vote  for  it.  .  _--tobe 

Agaim  u>otberj^9^@a!?^^ 
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mftde  step-children  of  nd  excluded  frnm  the  pror'uions 
of  thii  law,  because  they  bare  nude  their  tettlemenUi  be> 
fore  the  Indians  are  remored  from  the  territury  they 
hire  told.  And  the  rentleman  had  stated  correctly 
when  he  said  bii  araendmeiits  would  only  apply  to  that 
porliun  of  ooantry  recently  acquired  from  the  Cherokces, 
tttmted  in  the  State  of  Alabtma.  And  he  would  !«• 
form  that  Senator  that,  small  as  •*  this  slip"  of  country 
wi^  the  General  Auembly  had  omniaed  three  new 
counties  out  of  it,  which'  were  Ktl&d  by  honest  and 
respectable  cttizent,  in  every  manner  worthy  tbe  favor- 
able eonnderatton  of  Congress.  The  treaty  had  been 
ratified ,lon^  since)  many  had  gone  there  since  the  pur- 
chase and  since  the  ratification]  and  yet  tbe  Indians  are 
~not  removed,  and  no  one  ean  tell  precisely  when  they 
will  be  entirely  removed.  The  people,  nevertheless,  are 
subject  to  all  the  restraints,  responsibilities,  payment  of 
tizes  &&(  in  tbe  same  manner  that  others  are  in  any 
other  part  of  the  State,  and  were  entitled  to  equal  par- 
ticipation in  tbe  important  provisions  of  lliis  bill. 

But  Mr.  M.  said  he  bad  felt  tbe  peculiar  force  ofihat 
argument  of  (he  Senator  from  Georgia  resulting  from 
his  tender  sympatliiei  and  compassion  for  the  poor  In- 
dian^ which  inspired  his  bosom  with  such  a  alrong  and 
laudable  denre  to  put  a  stop  to  those  cruelties  hereto* 
fore  practised  upon  them. 

Mr.  H.  thought,  looking  to  tbe  history  of  (he  times, 
and  reviewing  tbe  legislative  action  of  the  State  of 
Geiirgti,  'prompted,  doubtless,  by  none  other  (ban  the 
most  tender  anil  humane  considerations  for  the  poor  In- 
dians, for  whom  the  Senator  would  make  us  believe  he 
also  feels  much  sympsthy,)  (hat  such  arguments  came 
with  very  bad  ^race  from  that  quarter.  That  Georgia 
■boold  feel  more  than  other  Slates  for  the  welfare  of  the 
Indians,  and  that  her  delegation  should  be  dlspoved  to 
vithbold  from  honest  occupants  pre-emption  rights  in 
the  p-irchase  of  the  public  lands,  lest  encouragement 
khould  be  given  to  improper  treatment  to  the  poor  In- 
diana, was  among  the  very  last  arguments  be  had  sup- 
posed tbe  Senator  from  Georgia  would  have  resorted  to 
in  support  of  his  proposition. 

When  Ur.  Mooai  concluded. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment by  yeas  and  nays,  and  it  was  rrjected:  Teas  16, 
nays  33. 

The  question  (hen  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the 
second  clause  of  (he  proposed  amendment;  which  was, 
"  that  any  person  who  has  resided  on  snd  purchased 
Undat  one  dollar  and  twenty-fiveeenta  per  acre,  during 
the  year  1836,  and  who  shall  be  in  possession  of  such 
bod  at  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  be  allowed  to  enter 
one  quarter  sectron  until  1838,  provided  he  shall  have 
proved  hts  right  before  July  next,  before  tbe  register 
and  receiver  of  the  proper  land  office." 

The  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  27  to  15. 

Mr.  WHITP.  said  be  was  not  satisfied  with  the  bill  in 
its  present  shape,  nor  did  he  know  that  any  amendotent 
coul-l  be  offered  to  it  which  would  reeoneile  bim  to  its 
proviriont.  He  bad  voted  with  the  friends  of  the  bill  as 
far  as  be  could,  in  order  that  it  might  be  an  amended  as 
to  meet  with  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  Senate. 
Hr.  W.  proceeded  to  ezimine  and  comment  on  tbe  pro- 
visions of  tbe  bill. 

He  went  on  to  ny  the  bill  wa^  partial  in  its  character, 
for  it  gave  a  preference  to  one  portion  of  society  over 
another  in  tbe  purchase  of  the  public  lands.  He  argued 
that  tbe  Mtt  in  its  preaent  ahape  went  to  change  (he 
«rh(^  land  qratem  of  tbe  eoan(ry,  and  excluded  from 
becoming  purchasers  the  great  mass  of  society,  in  order 
to  induce  more  emigration  to  the  West.  According  to 
this  bill,  persons  might  obtain  land,  and  that,  too,  with- 
out intending  to  become  occupiers  of  it.  Now,  he 
(bought  it  was  not  sound  policy  to  do  Utis;  nor  cuuld 


any  ^ood  reason  be  given  why  it  should  be  done.  If 
the  bill  was  to  remsin  in  its  present  form,  be  could  not 
consent  to  give  his  vote  for  it.  Yet  he  muat  confess 
that  he  should  regret,  after  the  subject  had  been  so  long  ■ 
under  consideration,  if  nothing  were  done  that  would 
prove  beneficial  to  t)<e  new  States,  while  at  the  same 
time  no  injustice  should  be  perpetrated  against  the  old. 
With  rei^rd  to  the  lai|fe  amount  of  revenue  which  had 
been  derived  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  during 
the  past  year,  he  would  tell  gentlemen  Iiow  it  happened 
to  be  so  much  greater  than  at  any  former  time.  Why, 
a  short  time  before  the  Ionian  title  had  been  extinguish- 
ed, a  large  portion  of  tbe  finest  UnAa  were  brought  into 
the  market;  and  the  consequence  was,  that  almost  every 
man  who  wishcl  to  procure  some  of  them,  and  yet  not 
having  the  means,  obtained  accommodation  at  the  banks, 
and  then  purchased.  Afterwarvls,  they  sold  to  great 
advantage,  and  repaid  what  they  borrowed.  And  this 
had  been  the  course  pursued  in  regard  to  the  public 
lands,  which  aome  gentlemen  might  caFl  "speculating." 
Now,  the  moment  the  money  deposited  with  the  States 
should  be  withdrawn,  an  end  would  be  put  to  this  state 
of  things.  In  fact,  even  at  this  time,  the  best  lands  in 
the  South  and  Southwest  were  gonei  and  yet  Congress 
Was  about  to  legislate  to  prevent  speculation  and  pre. 
serve  the  public  lands!  After  some  further  remarks, 
Mr.  W.  observed,  let  justice  be  done  to  the  new  States; 
but  let  no  radical  change  be  made  in  tbe  laws,  unless 
gentlemen  were  quite  sure  tbst  that  change  was  made  upon 
a  principle  whtch  the  people  of  tbe  whole  Union  would 
approve  of.  If  that  course  were  not  pursued,  the  result 
might  be  that  two  parties  would  be  gotten  up,  of  the 
old  States  on  one  side,  and  the  new  «i  the  other,  and 
then  no  man  could  foretell  what  would  happen  to  the ' 
liberties  and  prosperity  of  the  confederacy.  If  the 
amendment  he  'proposed  to  t^er  should  be  adopted, 
our  land  system  would  be  preserved,  while,  at  tbe  ssme 
time,  it  would  prevent,  a«  much  as  any  scheme  could, 
theTrauds  known  to  be  committed,  as  regarded  the  pub- 
lie  Isnds.  Hr.  W.  concluded  his  remarks  by  offering 
the  following,  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Linds: 

Strike  out  all  af^er  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  the 
following: 

*■  Tliat  every  settler  or  occupant  of  the  public  lands 
prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  who  was  in  possession  on 
the  first  day  of  December  last,  and  cultivated  any  part 
thereof  in  the  year  eighteen  hund  red  and  thirty-sii^  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and  privileges  provided  by 
anae(  entitled  *  Act  to  grant  pre-emption  rights  to  settlen 
on  the  public  lands,*  spproved  May  twenty-ninth,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty;  snd  the  said  set  is  hereby  re- 
vived, and  shall  continue  in  force  one  year:  Pron'Jedf 
That,  where  more  than  one  person  may  have  settled 
upon  ant]  cultivated  any  one  quarter  section  of  land, 
each  one  of  them  shall  have  an  equal  ahare  or  interest  in 
the  same  quarter  section,  but  shall  have  no  ctvm  to  any 
other  land:  Jndpnmded,  oAoays,  That  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  not  extend  to  any  pirton  who  made  bis  set- 
tlement ur  occupancy  before  the  extingaiahment  Uie 
Indian  title  to  the  land  on  which  he  settled,  or  to  which 
he  claims  a  right  of  occupancy. 

"Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  cases 
where  individuals  were  entitled  to  tbe  benefits  of  the 
pre-emption  act  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
four,  and  were  drpiived  of  said  rights  by  the  loealloo  of 
Indian  reservations  having  been  placed  on  their  iinprOTe- 
ments,  after  such  aetilements  were  made,  tbe  persons 
having  been  so  entitled  shall  be  allowed  to  enter  one 
quarter  section  of  any  of  tlie  public  lands  (not  reserved 
from  Sale)  in  tbe  State  in  which  such  persons  resided : 
Provided,  That  such  persons  shall  produce  satisfactoir 
proof  before  the  proper  land  offieersi  sad  tbeir 
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Miections  of  nid  quirler  tectiona,  berore  the  Brtt  day  or 
June  next. 

*•  Skc.  3.  Jnd  be  it  further  enaeied,  Tliat  »ll  lands 
which  have  been  oflered  for  sale  tweniy  or  more  years, 
•D I  remain  unsold,  shall  herealler  be  loltl  at  fifty  centa 
per  acr^i  all  UnHa  which  hare  been  offered  fifteen  or 
more  years,  and  less  than  twenty  years,  shall  be  heresf- 
ler  sold  at  aeveniy-fiTe  cents  per  acrei  and  all  landt 
which  have  been  offered  ten  or  more  years,  and  lets 
than  fifteen  yean,  shall  hereafter  be  sold  at  one  dullar 
per  acre:  Proeided,  That  not  more  than  one  hundred 
>nd  sixty  acre*  sliall  be  sold  to  any  one  purchaser,  nor 
to  My  other  than  actual  setilem,  »t  such  reduced  prices. 

**  Sn.  4.  Aid  be  U  further  enaetedt  That  the  consent  of 
the  United  Slates  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  given  lo  the 
Slates  within  which  the  public  Itnila  are  situate,  lo  im- 
pose  and  levy  a  lax  on  all  lands  which  may  hereafter  be 
■old  by  the  United  Slates  within  their  respeclive  limits." 
'  Nr.  SEVIBR  demanded  tlie  yeas  and  nays  on  ibis 
•mendmrnt,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WALKER  opposed  the  amendment,  as  tikriy  to 
insure  the  defeat  of  the  bill,  instmucb  as  there  were  the 
roost  decided  indications  of  a  settled  mtjorily  in  the  Sen- 
ate opposed  to  the  graduation  principle.  He  argued  tu 
show  that  the  principle  of  taxation  had  proved  insullicieni 
to  keep  down  speculaliont  and,  as  to  the  pre-emption 
clause.  It  was  so  little  better  than  the  present  system  as  to 
confer  no  valuable  boon  on  tbe  new  States. 

Mr.  SEVIER  saidi  1  am  glad  that  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  has  ufiered  this  amendment.  I  shall  vote  for 
hi  and  I  ask  if  there  it  a  single  Senator  representing  one 
9f  the  new  States  who  will  vote  againat  \ii  Would  any 
such  Senator  vote  againit  the  right  of  pre-emption,  if 
that  stood  alone  in  the  bilW  Or  if  the  principle  of  grad- 
uation stood  alone,  would  any  Western  Senator  vote 
against  it?   Not  one.   Or  if  the  bJI  contained  only  the 

e revision  for  the  taxation  of  land  as  soon  as  tt  it  entered, 
thera  one  wbo  would  vote  against  it>  1  am  sure  there 
is  none.  Now,  here  ire  these  three  great  TeatMres  of 
graduation,  pre<«mplion,  and  taxation— the  three  chief 
objects  of  deaire  to  Western  men — all  united  in  thia 
amendment.  We  all  know  ihst  one  or  the  other  of 
these  principles  must  be  in  any  land  bill  brotiglit  forward 
here,  or  it  would  not  he  discussed  for  a  sii>gle  hour. 
There  la  not  a  Senator  from  any  one  of  the  new  States 
who  dare  vote  for  »  bill  that  did  not  contain  one  or  more 
of  them.  But  here  is  a  biti  that  contains  them  all.  As 
to  tbe  provision  in  the  bill  from  the  committee  to  restrain 
the  sales  of  the  public  land,  it  is  all  nonsense.  Has  nut 
the  President  of  (he  United  Sutes  the  power  of  testric- 
tion  in  his  own  hands?  lias  not  the  incumbent  now  in 
office  had  that  power  at  anytime  he  chose  to  use  it? 
And  will  not  his  successor  have  the  same?  He  can 
wilhiiold  the  lands  from  sale  whenever  he  pleases.  They 
cannot  be  brought  into  market  but  by  his  proclHma- 
tion.  But  the  truth  is,  he  has  never  oflered  them  fast 
enough  for  our  prosperity  in  the  Weal.  We  have  had 
to  petition  him  again  and  sgMin,  before  be  would 
do  it.  If  the  great  objection  is,  that  the  money  for 
the  new  lands  comes  too  fust  into  the  Treasury,  the 
Prendent  can  stop  ihe  sales  at  pleasure.  No  proclama- 
tion, no  sale.  The  graduation  principle  has  been  struck 
out  of  tbe  bilit  ud,  wiibuut  that  principle,  dare  any 
Senator  from  the  new  States  to  vote  in  favor  of  it?  Yuu 
kitow  they  dare  not.  But  here,  as  I  said,  is  a  bill  which 
conuins  the  three  principal  things  we  have  been  endeav- 
oring to  obtain.  For  my  part,  if  I  cannot  gel  alt  three, 
1  will  lake  twot  and  if  I  cannot  get  twn,  |  will  lake  one. 
This  restriction  waa  put  into  the  land  bill  to  gel  it  rriendat 
but,  when  we  lost  the  irniduation  principle,  I  waa  then 
against  the  bill.  Itien  it  was  proposed  to  provide  f<.r  a 
perpetual  preemption.  Aa  long  as  that  was  in  the  bill, 
1  went  for  itf  but  when  that  too  was  airwkcn  out,  1  waa 


against  it.  As  the  bill  stands,  the  cases  of  those  who 
have  settled  on  lands  since  labt  December  are  not  readi- 
ed. I'he  bill  gives  pre  empliiin  only  to  the  emigrsais 
between  June,  183^  and  December,  1836.  Is  that  ihs 
^st  boon  that  you  <^er  us'  But,  even  then,  the  set 
tier  must  have  cultivated  Ihe  land  for  three  months  oezt 
before  Decembert  that  is,  during  the  munths  of  Septesh 
ber,  October,  and  November.  Can  any  man  gel  a  |m> 
emption  right  on  such  terms?  Not  one.  He  is  required 
lo  cultivate,  and  every  one  knows  there  can  be  no  caiti- 
vaiion.  He  must  cultivate  just  at  the  time  when  we  art 
picking  our  crop.  Pre-emption  right,  therefore,  as  ibe 
bill  now  stands,  I  reckon  as  nothing!  for,  in  prjcticr,  it 
will  come  lo  that.  The  restriction  upim  oattii^  toc^  «ai 
a  bitter  pill  to  met  but  I  did  not  mind  that  to  much.  But 
the  settler  must  reside  upon  his  land  two  yearn,  or  be 
must  clear  up  one  tenth  pari  of  it,  before  he  csn  get  S 
title.  Now,  lake  out  the  pre-emption  principle,  sad  put 
in  this  provision,  and  how  many  will  vote  foryourbill' 
la  there  a  man  here  who  will  vote  for  this  alone?  Then 
is  not  one.  But  here  is  a  bill  which  strikes  out  all  tbesr. 
and  givea  us  just  what  we  want.  Shall  we  hesitate  to  gire 
it  Our  support?  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  the  matter.  1 
Shalt  vote  for  it.  Aa  to  the  committee's  bill,  it  bugpt 
to  be  a  little  worse  since  I  determined  lo  vote  sgatntt  it. 
There  is  a  claute  in  it  now  (hat  I  myself,  out  of  oh) 
friendship  fur  the  Senstor  from  Pennsylvania,  helped  bin 
lo  get  inserted— allowing  a  man  to  purchase  for  bit  di^ 
drcn  at  private  sale)  but  when  t  voted  fur  that  clauBr,  I 
though!  that  the  whole  amount  any  roan  couU  enter  as- 
der  it  was  one  section.  But  laat  night  it  was  extended 
to  all  the  pubic  lands,  and  a  citizen  of  the  old  Stttts 
was  allowed  to  enter  a  section  fur  each  of  his  cbiUreit) 
and  one  gentleman  wanted  to  extend  it  In  all  his  nepbewi, 
and  neices,  and  grandchildren)  but  that  aouM  ant  go 
down.  But  tbe  section,  aa  it  stands,  is  bad  enougbt  it 
gives  a  non-resident  threefuld  (he  advantage  whicli  it  en- 
joyed by  tbe  actual  settler.  He  may  enter  more  Iswli 
ne  is  exempt  from  the  necesMty  of  cultiratktn  or  rest* 
denee,  and  he  has  a  patent  mode  of  freeing  himself  fisM 
all  his  d<.bis.  He  has  only  to  invent  the  money  ibit 
ought  (o  go  to  bis  creditors  in  the  public  land,  uid  he 
has  an  estate  for  his  children,  and  la  beyond  tbe  rssch 
of  any  one. 

But  the  Senator  from  Miisisaippi  [Mr.  WAt.Ksa]«an(l 
us  to  believe  that  a  power  to  tax  the  land  would  operate 
at  no  check  upon  speculation.  In  Arkansas,  we  tare 
not  taxed  our  entered  lands  yet,  but  the  lists  are  furaisb. 
ed  and  the  Uw  will  speedily  go  into  effect.  Thetsi 
iinpoted  by  our  Legislature  is  one  third  of  one  percent, 
upon  the  value  of  the  land.  Assessors  are  appointed; 
they  go  and  examine  the  land  of  the  tqualiers,  andas^r- 
(ain  what  it  is  worth,  and  then  the  law  taxes  it  one  Ibvj 
of  one  per  cent.  Now,  a  speculator  will  sometiines  boU 
Isnd  enough  to  cover  a  whole  eountyi  and  aben  tM 
tax  is  laid  upon  the  land  that  he  is  holding  up  for  beucr 
prices,  he  cannot  stand  it,  but  is  compelled  -lo  sell  Um 
land  lo  pay  the  taxes.  And  1  say  that  this  willsleaj* 
operate  as  an  effectual  security  against  the  f^"*"^ 
speculation.  On  the  whole,  1  »hall  vote  for  Ibisswead* 
ment  with  pleasure.  It  lakes  away  Ihe  bitter  doselM 
made  the  bill  from  the  committee  so  nauseoust  sad,' 
sny  danger  is  spprehettdrd  from  excessive  sales,  sad  s 
consequent  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  Ihe  preaidenlBti 
power  to  slop  (he  sales,  f  should  be  glad  to  know  bo* 
speculators  are  going  to  gel  hold  of  the  land  under  ib* 
amendment.  There  is  but  one  way  for  (hem;  and  lhst>^ 
to  turn  squatters  themselves.  I  shall  vole  for  the  winis 
smendment  as  it  stanUst  and,  if  it  is  amended  by  atrikisg 
out  any  pari  of  it,  I  shall  alill  vote  for  it,  aa  long  se  it  re- 
tains either  one  of  the  three  great  features  which  t*^"* 
mend  it  to  me.  Bull  euncTudUt^ilh  ivpaAiiVW»'' 
ban  already  said,  that  jmyo|&tibUfJ*M^*f  "  * 
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one  or  other  of  these  fetturei,  or  it  don  not  gfet  my 
rote. 

Mr.  BLACK  exprened  his  spprobalton  of  routy  pirti 
of  the  Aiiendaieiitf  but  though),  n  there  w*t  no  protpect 
of  the  most  iMterial  puts  of  them  being  sdopled,  that 
thrir  discussion  would  delay  tbe  bill.  The  attempt  to 
istrodaee  the  graduating  principle  bad  been  made  several 
times,  and  failed,  and  it  was  uieletSf  h«  thouriit,  to  iry  It 
again.  As  be  preferred  going  on  with  tbe  bill,  faulty  as 
it  was,  he  must  vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  B  BNTON  thought  that  one  of  the  m»in  objects  of 
the  bill  had  been  almost  taken  amy  by  the  principle  Intro- 
Awed  by  the  amendment  of  the  Senatwfhnn  Pennqrhrania. 
He  wu  in  hror  of  all  tbe  objects  embraced  by  tbe  amend, 
■ent  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  but  he  despaired  of 
•eting  them  adopted,  the  volei  un  the  graduation  prin* 
tiple  having  been  so  oAen  tsken  and  decided  against 
ttwm  that  he  had  no  hopes  of  seeing  it  introduced 
for  at  least  two  or  !hree  years  to  come.  Mr.  B.  took  a 
review  of  ihe  speculations  in  the  public  lands  several 
years  ago,  which  had  resulted  in  so  much  ruin  and  dis- 
tnm,  and  likened  tbe  present  rage  for  speculation  to 
that  in  the  above  period.  He  did  not,  however,  de- 
ipair  of  seeing  the  graduation  principle  in  time  intro- 
dneed,  thougfa  it  could  not  be  dune  now — the  darkest 
hour  in  the  ntght  being  that  just  before  the  morning. 
Though  he  approved  of  the  objrcis  embraced  in  (he 
smeiKlment  of  Ihe  Senator  from  Tennessee,  lie  must  be 
compelled  to  vote  against  it,  as  he  wished  the  bill  to 
goon. 

Hr.  WHIT'S  said  he  was  gratified  to  find  that  tbe 
frincsples  of  his  amendment  were  approved  of  by  several 
gemlemen,  and  he  was  the  more  gratified  that  no  one 
nad  been  sble  to  offer  any  argument  against  it. 

Ur.  BBNTON  then  observed  that  aa  lie  considered  it 
of  importance  that  the  Senate  should  act  with  a  full  un- 
derstanding of  the  amendment  just  offered,  so  much  of 
wluch  he  approved  of,  be  would  do  what  he  had  not  be- 
fore been  wilfing  to  consent  to  since  the  land  bill  was  un- 
der diseuasioni  that  is,  he  would  more  that  the  bill  be 
lud  over  fur  the  present,  in  order  that  tbe  amendment 
■i|ht  be  printed,  and  lud  on  their  tables  in  the  morning. 

Hr.  EWINO,  of  Illinois  rase  and  addreiwd  tbcChsir 
II  follows : 

Mr.  President:  I  hoped  that  no  circtimstance  would 
Imre  atisen,  pending  the  discusuon  of  this  most  pertina> 
(sously  contested  aubject,  whicb  would  make  it  necessary 
fcr  me  to  solicit  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  a  aingle 
"wmenti  that  hope,  however,  has  proved  a  vain  one. 
Bononble  Senators  (especially  the  gentleman  on  my  left, 
from  Obio)  seem  to  have  taken  the  interest  of  a  portion 
of  my  Constituents  into  their  especial  care  snd  keeping. 
Whenever  gentlemen  are  at  a  loss  for  a  case  of  fraud  and 
perjury  whereby  to  elucidate  their  objectiona  to  tbe  bill 
*">  your  table,  they  conjure  up.a  creation  of  the  imagi> 
niton,  and  give  it  a  local  habitation  In  the  northern  part 
of  lllinoist  but  more  particularly  do  we  have  reiterated 
•teurrence  to  the  fur-famed,  mueh-talked-of.  and  litlle- 
nnderstood,  Beaubien  claim.  Sir,  if  we  were  to  take 
■or  granted  all  we  have  heard  about  this  celebrated  claim, 
*a  would  be  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole 
Wter,  from  its  very  inception  to  the  present  moment, 
MS  been  involved  in  mystery,  fraud,  and  perjuryi  that 
|be  cUmants,  officers  and  all  in  any  wise  concerned, 
we  acted  dislioneat  parts  in  relation  to  it.  Now,  sir, 
*m  does  the  hononible  Senator  [Mr.  Mo»is]  know 
Wout  the  subject/  Nothing,  sir,  literally  nothing.  Col. 
KMibien  has  occupied  Ihe  place  he  claims  tbe  last  twen^ 
JU^<>«Mecut)ve  yearat  he  occupied  it  at  the  time  when 
the  Senator  would  not  have  ventured  within  a  hundred 
miles  of  it)  he  occupied  it  in  times  of  great  peril,  in  times 
^"^wwity,  and  in  timeaof  prosperity)  he  occupied  it 
k  wa*  totally  without  value,  when  not  a  Senator 


would  have  given  a  cent  an  acre  for  it)  and  he  now  baa 
possession  of  it,  when  it  is  worth  a  million  of  money. 
How  was  this  trsct  of  land  entered?  Why,  sir,  as  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  in  the  manner  that  all  pre-emption 
claims  should  be.  Beaubien's  papers  were  regularly 
and  legally  made  out,  and  proven,  aecordii^  to  the  pre- 
scribed forms,  in  the  presence  of  the  communityi  pre- 
sented  to  the  ofBcei|a,  accepted,  the  money  received, 
and  tbe  certificate  issued.  The  trsct  wu  advertised 
and  proclaimed  for  sale  as  other  lands  were,  at  the  aame 
time  and  placet  was  not  marked  (as  1  am  informed)  on 
the  plats  furnished  by  the  General  Land  Office  to  tbe  of- 
ficers at  Chicagc^  u  the  other  reserved  lands  were. 
Open  and  proclaimed  for  sale,  what  course  was  left  for 
the  officers  to  pursue  but  tlist  which  they  did,  fearlesi 
I  of  tbe  clamors  and  shouts  of  colluwon  and  fraud,  which 
I  were  raised  by  the  avaricious  and  interested  about  their 
I  ears?  Of  the  officers  I  am  prepared  to  say — and  what  I 
I  do  say  1  hope  will  put  an  end  to  all  reference  to  them 
'  hereafter— I  repeat,  that  I  an)  prepared  to  assume  the 
responsibility  of  saying,  in  relation  to  the  register  and 
receiver  at  Chicago,  that  any  imputation  against  their 
official  intefErity  would  be  foul  injustice^  and  that  audi 
was  the  malignity  of  their  enemies — 1  mean  those  seek- 
ing their  places— that  had  they  conceived  it  possible  to 
give  tangibility  and  substance  to  the  many  rumors  of 
which  themselves  were  the  authors,  they  would  have  at 
least  made  the  aitemptt  but,  ha%'ing  failed  even  to  make 
that  attempt,  I  hold  the  officers  not  guilty  until  it  is  other- 
wise shown.  It  is  not  my  purpose,  Mr.  President,  to 
argue  this  case.  It  baa  been,  and  la  now,  before  the 
judicial  tribunals  of  the  country.  Its  discuadoa  here 
might  in  some  respect  sffect  Ihe  ultimate  decision  of  tbe 
case,  and  prejudice  the  just  rights  of  tbe  weaker  party  t 
for  all  know,  that  in  a  contest  between  an  indiiidual  and 
the  United  States,  his  must  be  a  plain  caae,  and  he  of 
much  forbearance  and  long  suffering,  before  he  can  ex- 
pect to  liave  common  juatice  done  him,  espeeially  if  it  be 
an  arithmetical  calculation  of  d»llara  and  cents.  Since, 
however,  I  have  taken  the  floor,  t  hope  I  may  be  excu- 
sed for  occupying  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  a  few 
minutes  longer,  which  hhall  be  devoted  (u  tbe  suhject 
now  under  consideration,  especislly  when  it  is  recollect- 
ed (hat  any  question  touching  the  asle  of  the  public  lands 
is  deeply  interesting  to  the  Western  people,  and  that  the 
peculiar  circumstancea  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  at  this  time 
render  the  subject  partieutarly  impoHaat  lo  my  conslit- 
uents. 

The  recent  influx  of  population  into  the  State  has  been 
great  beyond  all  precedent.  During  tbe  period  of  my 
own  residence  in  Illinois,  I  have  seen  the  number  of 
people  awell  from  40,000  to  nearly  400,000i  and  ihoae 
immenae  prairies,  which  at  one  period  were  supposed  to 
be  doomed  to  lie  for  ages  an  unproductive  wilderness,  sre 
now  beginning  to  be  covered  with  an  indiiatrious,  hon- 
est, and  enter prisii^  race  of  brmera.  The  last  three 
years,  especially,  have  been  distinguished  by  the  unex- 
ampled rapidity  with  which  this  interesting  priicrss  hks 
been  carried  forward,  and  is  still  in  progress.  Tlie  tide 
continues  lo  sweep  on  with  undiminished  forcct  and  it 
will  swell  and  roll  on,  until  the  plains  of  that  fertile  re- 
gion shall  be  peopled  with  American  citisens. 

Tbe  largest  portion  of  this  active  emigration  are  fur* 
mers~pcrsona  seeking  homes  and  a  ami  from  which  to 
earn  a  liveniiood,  and,  of  course,  purchasers  of  publio 
lands.  Their  relations  to  the  Government,  therefore, 
in  reference  to  tbe  public  lands,  are  of  the  most  Intimate 
character.  It  is  impossible  to  legikhie  on  the  subject 
without  af&cling  their  interest;  and  Congress  cannot 
touch  the  question,  in  the  moat  unimporlsnt  psrticuhir, 
without  awakening  the  liveliest  attention  on  the  part  of 
those  whom  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 

Sir,  there  never  has  been  a  aessioQ  of  the  legislature 
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of  lllinoifl,  aince  ill  orffinizktion  u  a  State,  in  which  the 
subject  of  (he  public  lands  baa  not  b«en  agitated,  or  in 
which  reaolutiona  and  memorials  have  not  been  addresaed 
to  thia  bod^,  indicating Ihe  opinions  of  that  people  with 
regard  to  ibis  important  topic.  I  mention  thia  eircum- 
ilance,  because  it  is,  in  itself,  entitled  to  controlling  in- 
fluence wiih  me. 

Looktt^  back,  sir*  at  (he  various  landmirka  which  in- 
dicate the  current  of  public  sentiment  in  reference  to 
this  question,  I  find  that  Illinois  hsa  uniformly  advocated 
reduction  and  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands*  and  lh«  extension  of  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
the  aetaal  aetUer.  It  has  been  long  r  subject  of  com- 
plaint that,  whiht  there  is  an  endless  ntietj  of  soil  and 
situation,  and  corresponding  divenitj  of  value  in  the 
lands  compering  tbe  public  Jumain,  the  whole  is  offered 
for  sale  at  the  s»me  price — a  price  equal  for  all  locations, 
and  invariable  at  all  times.  The  Government  demands 
ita  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  for  every 
tract  in  its  pOMesston — ai  well  for  the  moat  unhealthy 
avamp,  the  steril,  desert  prairie,  without  timber  or 
water,  M  the  moat  eligible  and  beauiiful  locations  and  the 
mmt  productive  soil.  With  regard  to  every  other  spe- 
cies of  property  which  Is  trantferred  hy  sale  from  one 
individual  to  another,  the  value,  for  the  moat  partf-ts  rrg- 
ulkted  by  natural  eausea — liy  the  demand,  the  quality, 
and  a  variety  of  other  circumstances.  But  in  tliia  single 
case  the  Government  (iiesan  arbitrary  price,  which  is 
the  tame  yesterday,  to-day,  and  to-morrowt  the  same 
under  every  diversity  of  place  and  every  fluctuation  in 
the  price  of  (tie  article  nid,  or  of  the  roediom  with 
which  it  is  purchased. 

It  is  true  that  the  uniformity  of  surface  in  (he  new 
States  i<  grest  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  and  that  the 
proportion  of  firat-rate  land  is  correspondinj^ly  great. 
The  inconvenience  of  the  present  system  has,  therefore, 
not  been  so  pressing  as  it  would  have  been  in  a  country 
less  favorably  aituatedi  and  the  people  hare  submitted  to 
this  grievance  longer  than  otherwiae  might  have  been 
the  eaae.  But  fertile  ai  a  great  portion  of  the  Western 
lands  undoubtedly  arr,  there  are  extensive  bodtea  of 
land  which  are  ol  little  or  no  preaent  value.  Immense 
prairies  destitute  of  timber,  covered  with  lakea  and 
pnnda  of  water;  river  bottoms  subject  to  inundationi  and 
thousands  of  tracts  of  inferior  I«nd,  which  cannot  he 
speedily  brought  into  proper  cul('iva(ion. 
<  Much  of  this  bmd  is  susceptible  of  improvement,  and 
might  be  sold  at  a  fair  price,  and  settled  by  an  industri- 
ous population)  but  it  beeomea  worthless  and  whully 
unialeeble,  in  oimparison  with  (he  choice  landa  in  the 
same  region;  for  when  both  are  offered  at  the  same 
price,  it  IS  obvious  that  the  best  only  will  betsken.  No 
man  will  have  the  remainder  at  the  price  at  which  it  ts 
held,  and  it  consequently  remaini  unsold  in  the  hands  of 
the  Government. 

Of  the  correctnets  of  these  poiHtions,  abundant  proof 
is  found,  not  only  in  the  personal  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience of  every  Western  man,  but  in  documentary  evi- 
dence  before  you.  The  reports  of  the  several  registers 
and  receivers,  made  to  (he  CummisaiDner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  incompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ale  of  the  35th  of  April,  1838,  prove,  beyond  the  possi- 
bility of  cavil,  that  the  price  fixed  upon  the  public  do- 
main by  the  Government  is  arbitrary,  and  beyond  ita  in- 
trinsic value.  It  ia  certainly  no  eridcnee  of  the  value  of 
a  thing,  that  because  an  individual  holds  a  monopoly  in 
the  article,  he  is  able  to  sell  it,  even  on  speculation,  at  a 
flxed  price. 

Suppose,  for  instance,  sir,  I  poasesa  a  legalised  mo- 
nopoly in  the  bread  stuffs  of  the  country,  held  by  the 
same  guarantee  that  the  G  ivemment  holds  ita  monopoly 
in  the  public  domain:  do-a  any  one  doubt  that  1  ahati  be 
able  to  command  my  price,  though  it  be  an  exorbitant 


onci  or  Is  there  any  more  room  for  entertsinii^  s  doubt 
that  in  tines  of  rreat  prosperity  apecuktion  would  be 
made  or  attempted,  on  (he  purchase  and  sale  of  lha  in- 
dispensable necesssry  of  life.' 

The  consequences  growii^  out  of  a  refusal  on  tbe 

Er(  of  Congreaa  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  ofits 
ids  are  obvioua.  When  a  district  of  bmd  is  ofTeied 
for  sale,  it  is  rapidly  overrun  by  persons  in  search  of  tbe 
beat  tracts,  which  are  bought  up  with  avidity;  but  vbn 
tbe  choice  situations  have  been  culled,  the  tide  of  emi- 
gration passes  on  to  a  new  region,  and  the  Government 
IB  called  upon  to  extend  ita  survcyi,  to  create  new  dis- 
tricts, to  eaiabtish  additional  bind  offices,  and  to  tbnnr 
intn  market  thousands  of  tracts,  out  cf  which  a  fern  only 
will  be  sold.  Our  territory  is  daily  and  hourly  expand- 
infT,  without  a  corresponding  increase  of  popuLt-on;  atid 
millions  of  acres  are  thus  lef^  unsettled  in  the  very  heart 
of  the  new  Spates,  which  would,  by  a  reduction  of  price, 
be  advantageously  nettled,  and  rendered  produdtve  to 
Government,  while  thousands  of  our  enterpriiing  citi- 
zens are  following  up  tbe  newly  acquired  territory,  and 
roaming  off  to  the  frontier^  tnaearch  irf"  better  laadfaad 
cheaper  and  unmoleated  situations. 

And  here,  sir,  I  will  explain  what  might  otherwiie 
seem  an  inconaistency.  I  have  aaid  of  my  own  Stale, 
that  it  is  acquiring  population  with  unexampled  rapidit] ; 
and  I  am  protid  to  add,  that  It  is  rapidly  advancing  from 
ita  frontier  obscurity  to  a  high  rank  among  the  Stales  of 
the  Union,  not  merely  by  her  number*,  but  by  the  en- 
terprise, the  intell^nce,  and  even  the  wealth,  whi^  I* 
DOW  pouring  in  a  rich  and  continuous  stream  into  ber 
borders.  In  that  country,  which  flfieen  years  ago  wu  > 
wildernet*,  blooming  in  the  wild  beauty  of  nature,  the 
labors  of  agriculture  are  yielding  abundant  barveita,  an 
active  commerce  haa  been  opened,  institutions  have  been 
founded,  and  extenaive  projects  of  internal  improvetnenti 
have  been  authorized,  under  the  moat  favorable  auspicei. 
The  documents  from  the  Land  Office  accompanying  tbe 
President's  message,  as  well  as  information  obtuned 
from  otticr  sources,  show  also  immense  recent  stlct  of 
public  lands.  And  it  ntay  be  asked  why  people  thus 
prosperous  should  ask  for  relief  f  W  hy  a  change  ihoald 
be  required  in  a  system  under  which  such  cheerful  re- 
sults have  been  produced?  I  reply,  that  the  growth  of 
Illinois  has  been,  in  a  great  measure,  confined  to  partial- 
lar  diatrictst  (be  numerous  entries  of  public  hiniai 
been  chiefly  cnnflnrd  to  dtstrlcta  recently  brought  Ma 
msrkei,  while  tbe  oldest  counties  In  the  SUteare  pa>n 
over  by  the  emigrant,  receiving  lltde  increase  P"!^ 
Istion,  and  deriving  little  Advantage  from  the  veilth 
brought  by  emigration. 

By  these  means  our  settlements  become  detachfdi»M 
while  in  a  region  where  large  bodies  of  flrst-rate 
contiguous,  a  denae  population  and  a  high  alate  of  eul^ 
va(ion  exists,  there  are  immense  tracts  uf  In^Eriur  lanoi 
lying  unimproved.  These  lands  do  not  tempt  the  letder, 
when  offered  at  the  same  price  with  those  which  >re 
bettert  but  the  moat  of  these  neglected  hnds  l>f^  ' 
value,  which  can  only  be  aacertainrd  by  a  reduction  ef 
pr'tpe.  In  some  of  th^^  oldest  countira,  coinparaiive? 
few  tracts  have  been  entered  for  many  yearsi  tbe  beit 
having  been  already  purchased,  and  the  reaidue  'c'^*"*' 
ing  unaold.  Shonld  the  price  of  land  be  reduced,  bin- 
dreds  of  indigent  citixena  might  be  enabled  to  P'''*^'' 
homeai  many  of  our  most  worthy  but  poor 
citixena  occupy  these  lands  of  infiefiw  quality,  with  we 

hope  of  avoiding  the  devouring  cupidity  of  the 
speculator.     Having  made  their  homes  there,  tbqr 
would  purchase  these  tracts  if  the  price  was 
reduced,  and,  by  their  labor,  give  them  a  value  wbi« 
has  been  denied  them  by  nature.    Tbe  large  t"^"  " 
unimproved  land  ^nr  hetween/&ar,«caapKi*M  Mtu^ 

menta,  and  separating  "ibiitl  ilMm7M»J^^'*'^ 
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•erioot  obtUcles  to  s  system  of  internal  improvement 
which  Illinois  is  about  undertaking.  We,  sir*  of  the 
Wea»,  know  that  it  it  difficult  to  make  roads  of  consid- 
erable length,  when  a  part  of  tha  line  of  communication 
leads  through  an  eztenaire  district  of  unsettled  landa, 
which,  contributing  nothing  in  taxation  towards  the  first 
expense,  and  nothing  in  labor  to  keep  them  In  repair, 
leaTes  the  whole  bunlen  to  be  borne  by  ihe  prosperous 
but  scattered  settlements  which  lie  at  distant  points  on 
the  route.  This  objection  is  applicable  to  any  work  of 
internal  improrement  which  we  may  uoderuke  in  Illi- 
Doitt  nor  shall  we  be  able  to  exert  the  actual  eneny  we 
posaesi,  until  our  population  shall  acquire  rigor  by  its 
coapactnesa  and  continuity  of  settlement. 

The  only  practical  remedy  for  this  evil  which  occurs 
to  my  mind  is  the  principle  of  reduction  an<l  gradua- 
tion, which  has  been  so  often  and  so  ably  urged 
upon  the  connderatioo  of  this  body.  I'',  af^er  the  lands 
within  a  certain  district  have  been  oflered  for  sale 
for  a  named  period,  (as  has  been  so  repeatedly  pre* 
aented  in  the  shape  of  amendments  to  this  bill,  and  as 
often  defeated,)  and  the  dioice  tracts  have  been  told, 
tbe  price  should  be  reduced  as  has  been  proposed,  the 
tide  of  emigration  would  roll  back,  and  other  selections 
would  be  made,  embracing  as  Ut^  sales  as  had  previ- 
ously been  made.  After  another  term  uf  years  had  ex- 
pired, a  further  reduction  in  the  price  would  lake  place, 
and  the  attention  of  the  crowd  of  purchasers,  who  woulil 
be  pretnng  towards  the  frontier,  woidd  be  called  back 
to  the  lands  which  they  had  but  recently  passed  over. 
At  every  reduction,  the  intrin«c  value  of  tbe  land  would 
be  developed,  and  liew  sales  coniequently  efTected.  The 
United  Stales  would  thus  rapidly  dispose  of  her  Unds, 
instead  of  encouraging  the  expansion  of  her  territory, 
and  the  difTusion  of  her  citizens,  which  are  already 
taking  place,  and  must  continue  to  do  so,  under  the 
operation  of  a  variety  of  active  causes.  She  would  bal- 
ance, control,  and  regulate  that  tendency  which  is 
driving  our  population,  with  undue  rapidity,  beyond  the 
borders  of  our  States,  and  would  commence  a  process 
which  would  soon  produce  a  more  compact  and  vigor- 
ous settlement  of  the  country.  The  last  period  of  re- 
duction having  arrived,  little  or  no  land  would  be  found 
in  the  market,  and  the  Senate  would  then  hive  the 
proud  satisfaction  of  witneseing  the  consummation  of  a 
protracted  act  of  justice  to  the  public  iand  Statee.  It 
would  aee  tboae  Statea  plaoed  on  an  equality  with  their 
cMer  aUtera  of  the  conflederacy,  and  in  tbe  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immu- 
nities, of  the  original  States;  your  federal  offices  within 
their  nmita  removed,  and  the  anxious  care  of  the  General 
Government  over  the  public  domain  forever  cease. 

It  ta  to  me  no  sfnall  recommendation  of  this  salutary 
Dieaiure,  that  it  has  received  tbe  decided  approba- 
tion of  our  venerated  and  patriotic  Chief  Usgistrate. 
In  hi*  meaaage  of  Deeenriwr,  1833,  be  remarked:  **  In 
examining  luia  question,  all  local  and  aeotional  feeUngs 
should  be  discarded,  and  tbe  whole  United  Slates  re- 
garded as  one  people,  interested  alike  in  the  prosperity 
of  their  common  country.  It  cannot  be  doubted  tltat 
tbe  speedy  settlement  of  those  lands  constitutes  the  true 
interest  of  the  republic  Tha  wealth  and  strength  of  a 
country  is  ita  populatioo,  and  the  beat  part  of  that  pop- 
ulation are  the  cuHivatora  or  the  toil."  In  his  message 
the  4tbof  December,  1833,  he  says:  **  On  the  whole, 
I  adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  me  in  my  annual 
message  of  1833,  that  it  is  our  true  policy  that  ihe  pub- 
lic lands  should  cease,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be  s  source 
of  revenue."  And  again:  *'  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  is  the 
real  interest  of  each  and  all  tbe  States  in  the  Union, 
and  particuhvly  of  the  new  States,  that  the  price  of  their 
lands  diould  be  reduced  and  graduatedi  and,  after  they 
bun  bm  offend  tat  »  ecrttia  number  of  years,  tbe 


refuse  remaining  unsold  ought  to  be  abandoned  to  tlw 
Slates,  and  Ihe  machinery  of  our  land  qrstem  entirely 
withdrawn.**  He  aays  in  his  last  annual  message,  in 
reference  to  the  restriction  of  the  tales  of  the  public 
land  to  actual  settlers,  that  *■  it  remains  for  Congress,  if 
ttiey  approve  the  policy  which  dictated  this  order,  (al- 
luding to  the  Treasury  circular,)  to  follow  it  up  in  its 
various  bearings.  Much  ffood,  in  my  judgment,  would 
be  produced  by  prohibiting  sates  of  the  public  lands 
except  to  actual  settlers,  at  a  reasonable  reduction  of 
price*  and  to  limit  tbe  quantity  which  shall  be  sold  to 
them.  Although  it  is  believed  tbe  General  Governotent 
ought  not  to  receive  any  thing  but  the  constitutional 
currency  in  exchange  for  Ihe  public  landa,  that  point 
would  be  of  less  importance  If  the  lands  were  sold  fbr 
immediate  settlement  and  cultivation.  Indeed,  there  b 
scarcely  a  mischief  arising  out  of  our  present  land  sya- 
'  tern,  including  the  accumulating  surplus  of  revenue, 
which  would  not  be  remedied  at  once  by  a  reatricliun  on 
land  sales  to  actual  seltlersi  and  it  promisea  other  ad- 
vantages to  the  country  in  general,  and  to  the  new 
States  in  particular,  which  cannot  fail  to  receive  the 
most  profound  consideration  of  Congreaa." 

Sir,  these  sentiments  emanated  from  a  source  entitled 
to  our  confidence — from  the  Executive  of  our  country — 
from  an  enlightened  and  venerable  patriot,  whose  emi- 
nent lervicea  and  unwavering  love  of  country,  and  purity 
of  purpose,  have  won  for  him  a  popularity  and  fame 
which  have  never  been  aurnasaed.  Mr.  Prevdent,  1  ss< 
aume  the  pontion  that  the  public  land  States  are  entitled  to 
more  indulgent  and  magnanimous  legislation  at  the  hands 
of  Congress  than  many  honorable  Senators  seem  dis- 
posfdtoextendtowardsthero.  Tbe  perils,  privations,  and 
sufTerings,  of  those  who  preceded  us  into  tbe  wilderness, 
who  have  performed  the  work  of  reclamation  by  open- 
ing roads  and  farma,  building  houses  and  bridges,  in  the 
preparation  of  Ihe  country  for  (pcrhapn')  a  leas  meritorious 
but  more  wealthy  cbaa  of  citizens,  and  in  the  ercuion  of 
the  neeeasary  facilities  of  eaay  and  convenient  intercom- 
munication, constitute,  in  my  poor  opinion,  conuderations 
of  great  merit,  and  should  have  a  marked  rnfluence,on 
tbe  action  of  Congress  in  all  questions  touching  the  In- 
terckt  of  the  actual  settler.  Sir,  these  much-abused 
frontier  settlers  form  a  diatinciive  class  of  men,  little  un- 
derstood by  their  transmoniane  brethren.  Proud  and 
independent,  generous  and  hospitable  to  a  fault,  brave 
without  conscioannesi  of  danger,  they  ,raise  up  a  bul- 
wark between  the  denser  portions  of  our  popolatiun 
and  Ihe  incursions  of  the  savage!  Standing  as  constant 
sentinels  on  Ihe  outposts  of  Ihe  country,  daily  aecMtom- 
ed  to  scenes  or  peril  and  privation,  they  acquire  a  char* 
acler  for  daring  and  courage  that  no  danger  can  appal, 
and  which  belong  to  no  other  ctiss  of  men.  Free  from 
all  the  vices  of  populous  communities,  and  their  consc- 
queut  temptatione,  we  hear  of  few  or  no  instances  of 
crime  amongst  them.  What  atranger,  that  ever  vikied 
the  log  cabin  of  our  pioneers,  waa  not  safer  in  his  persoa 
and  property  than  in  the  siimplaous  abodea  of  tbe  ricb* 
surrounded  by  tbe  votaries  of  luxury  and  vice?  Where 
is  the  instance  that  he  did  not  receive  a  heartfeli  wel- 
come to  all  Ibe  hoapitaliiies  of  bis  humble  hearth,  and 
when  he  departed  went  forth  with  the  blessings  of  its  in- 
mateaf  Sir,  the  person  and  properly  of  the  atranger, 
I  repeat,  are  more  sacred  in  the  log  calun  of  the  border- 
man,  than  la  ibt  OMirble  mansion  of  the  rich  and  mighty. 
The  public  land  States  occupy  a  position  of  great  dangtr 
and  exposure.  An  ezafperated  and  barbarous  enemy 
prowl  upon  our  frontier,  extending  over  a  distance  that 
would  cover  more  than  half  tbe  kingdoms  of  Europe— 
from  Lake  Superior  to  the  GutF  of  Mexico.  It  is  now 
the  settled  policy  of  Government  to  establish  all  tbe  in- 
tcrior  In^ana  on  tbia  fine  of  fronti^  A^!f-^ 
eroption  for  »  month  li^ittfttitelFal^Uil^^uf  Indian 
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depredatioM,  on  thu  altnoit  interminable  frontier?  No, 
■ir.  The  warery  of  the  fierce  Sac  on  our  Northweitem 
frontier  had  scareeljr  been  bukhed  into  silence  by  the 
courage  of  my  eonstltuenis,  and  the  gfallant  miners  un- 
der their  brave  leaders,  when  the  savn|^  yell  of  the 
marauding  Scminoles  proclaimed  war  on  the  frontiers  of 
Plorids. 

Can  we  reasonably  expect  this  state  of  things  to  change 
for  the  better.*  Or  should  we  not  rather  apprehend  in- 
creased dangers  from  the  extension  of  our  irontter  and 
the  continual  acciimulttion  of  the  Indians  on  our  borders? 
It  is  true,  we  of  Illinois  have  no  longer  an  Indian  fron> 
tier)  but  long,  very  lon^,  will  be  the  time  before  we 
can  forget  our  sympathies  for  our  brethren  of  those 
States  who  are  exposed.  Who,  sir,  have,  and  will  ever 
hsve,  to  fight  our  frontier  battle*,  but  the  citizens  of 
those  States  and  Territories  occupying  that  frontier? 
Who  are  more  willing  to  interpose  the  strong  arm  of 
their  protection  than  they?  None,  sir;  they  hare  always 
fought  our  Indian  battles,  and  will  have  to  continue  to 
do  so.  And  who,  sir,  when  a  civilized  Power,  forgetful 
of  its  (tropriety,  makrs  war  upon  us,  are  the  first  to  ratly 
under  (heir  country's  standard?  Let  the  victorious  fields 
of  the  Thamea  and  New  Orleans  answer. 

Besides,  rir,  the  general  inability  of  the  frontier  settler 
to  pay  a  greater  than  the  Qovemment  minimum  price 
for  its  lands,  taken  in  eonnexioa  with  their  important 
aervtees  in  the  primitive  settlement  of  the  eoonir^,  con- 
stitute strong  claims  upon  the  more  generods  legislation 
of  this  body. 

We  have  beard  iterated  and  reiterated  complaints  of 
combinations  amongst  the  actual  seltlerst  we  have  been 
favored  with  the  reading  of  their  articles  of  aasoctslion 
at  the  Secretary's  deski  gentlemen  declare  that  these 
combinations  and  usoeiattons  are  formed  for  the  avowed 
idiject  of  setting  at  defiance  your  laws  and  Treasury  regu. 
htions  in  relation  to  the  sate  of  the  public  lands.  If  this 
be  so,  allow  me  to  inquire,  is  it  wise  legislation  to  refuse 
to  psM  a  law,  the  enactment  of  which  would  prevent  the 
violation  of  existing  laws,  and  avoid  the  recurrence  of 
those  deprecated  consequences'  Is  it  conformable  to 
your  views  of  common  sense  and  common  justice  to  re- 
fuse the  re-cngctment  of  a  lav  (the  pre-emption  principle 
of  this  bill,  for  insltnce)  because  that  law  has  been  in 
■ome  instances  set  at  defiance  and  its  provisions  evaded 
by  the  wicked  and  vicious?  To  refuse  your  assent  to 
the  provisions  of  a  bill  that  would  make  glad  the  hearts 
of  ten  thousand  meritorious  and  good  men,  because 
some  hsif  dozen  unprincipled  individuals  had  made  fur- 
tunes  by  the  evasion  of  these  principles,  and  the  com- 
mission uf  perjury?  Sir,  I  fl«lter  myself,  not,  1  trust, 
with  the  vain  hope,  that  this  honorable  body  will  be  gov. 
crned  by  more  elevated  views  in  its  legislation  on  a  sub* 
ject  so  vitally  interesting  to  so  large  a  portion  of  thrse 
Sta'et.  Pass  this  bill,  and  these  much-abused  associations 
will  dissolve  into  their  original  elements)  they  will  no 
longer  exist.  Give  the  sctual  selilerbut  the  poor  privi- 
lege of  pre-emption  to  a  quarter  section  of  your  bound-  > 
less  domain,  embracing  his  ilomicil,  and,  as  far  as  it  will  [ 
go,  his  improvemenU;  then  you  will  no  longer  hear  of 
these  unlawful  associations,  as  gentlemen  are  pleased  to 
call  t>wm.  Do  but  this  tben  the  actual  seUlera  will 
cea^e  to  demand  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  or  more. 

In  the  abfence  of  some  law  securing  to  the  actual  set- 
tler Ills  improvement^  which  he  acquired  under  circum- 
stances of  great  privation  and  hardship,  these  associa- 
tions will  coiiliiiue  to  exist  until  every  acre  of  the  t«o 
hundred  millions  that  you  now  vsuntingly  bosnt  the  pos< 
session  of  will  have  be^n  sold,  and  until  the  last  acre  of 
anuthrr  two  hundred  millions  is  bought  and  soldi  i^y* 
hir,  until  the  lut  fraction  on  the  Pacific  is  disposed  of. 
Tliey  have  existed  ever  since  the  national  dumsin  bu 
been  national  property^  and  tuch  is  their  moral  power. 


that  no  force  dar«  attempt  to  suppress  them  by  violenw. 
But  enact  now  and  continue  in  force  a  libeni  and  jut 
system  of  law  in  relation  to  the  public  domvnandriflits 
of  the  aetukl  settler,  and  these  conventions  of  tbeselden 
will  cease  to  exist,  and  in  a  fiew  years  be  among  the  for- 
gotten  things. 

Who  are  these  actual  aettler*,  whom  I  bosit  of  ss 
being  my  constituents?  They  are  men  respectable  io  i& 
the  relations  of  life.  As  hrmers,  as  mechanics  ph)n- 
cians,  teachers,  ministers  of  the  gospel.  See,  men  en. 
gaged  in  the  honest  pursuits  of  agriculture,  buildingii|> 
towns  ami  vilbges,  establidiing  tchot)lsand  churcbo, 
creating  all  the  variuus  of  machinery  of  intelligent  and  re- 
spectable society,  men  having  regard  for  the  maiDteuitce 
of  good  order  in  society,  of  elevated  morality— fes,  ele- 
vated morality)  that  is  the  word — and  anxious  fortbe 
promotion  uf  tlie  intellectual  and  moral  eultureof  those 
around  them,  and  those  that  ere  to  eome  after  the*. 
These,  sir,  in  brief,  are  the  men  that  constitute  my  setuil- 
settler  constituencyt  and  moreover,  sir,  they  are  rata  that 
know  tlieir  rightly  and,  knowing  them,  are  detcrndnedtA 
maintain  themt  and  it  ia  these,  too,  that  compose  tbeteu- 
aociations,  of  which  some  Senators  seem  to  entertKin  wdi 
a  holy  horror,  and  about  which  you  have  so  much  embeU 
lished  declamation  from  every  quarter  of  this  chamber. 

Mr.  President,  it  has  been  chsrged  that  those  of  my 
constituents  who  attended  the  late  sale  at  Chicigo  en- 
tered into  private  and  unlawful  combinations,  furlhedfr 
dared  purpose  of  putting  down  competition  at  the  tales- 
Sir,  the  imputation  is  unfounded.  They  did,  it  is  coft- 
fesied,  unite  with  one  another  for  mutual  protection  tod 
the  security  of  their  property  against  the  rapacity  or  the 
land  robbers,  who  infeated  every  avenue  to  the  office, 
like  the  frogs  of  Egypt.  Thus  far  they  went,  and  no 
farther,  and  this  I  have  alwa^  centered  a  most  pni» 
worthy  act)  I  stand  here  tbeir  vindicator  for  it. 

It  is  equally  incorrect  that,  after  having  secured  their 
pre-emption  claims  at  these  sales,  the  same  purchuen 
rose  up  like  hordes  of  Tartars,  and  pitched  their  en- 
campments upon  the  beautiful  plains  of  Rock  river.  Net 
so,  sir)  I  am  happy  to  have  il  in  my  power  to  tiale  Ibtl 
this  incomparably  fertile  and  healthful  region  is  no* 
covered  by  a  frem  set  of  emigrant^  composed  of  km 
of  the  mtnt  useful  and  intelligent  constituents  of  Senalon 
from  all  the  Northern  and  Uiddic  States;  and  I  mention 
it  as  one  of  the  many  inaiancea  of  the  unparallded 
rapidity  with  which  the  West,  and  especially  Illinois,  ii 
setlling  and  improving.  Scarcely  Jiad  the  footstep  of  the 
hostile  Sac  been  obliterated,  or  the  smoke  of  ibe  last 
watch.fire  disappeared  from  view  in  the  distant  borisoo, 
when  the  Northern  hive  poured  down  its  best  popuUtxM 
upon  us.  It  is  these,  and  not  those  who  purchased  their 
lands  at  the  Chicago  sales,  that  now  Inhabit  the  Rock 
river  country.  But  they  are  the  same  in  all  that  contti- 
lutes  the  cbsracter  of  good  citisens  and  useful  membets 
of  society.  The-one,  however,  is  secure  in  the  legal  oc- 
cupancy of  his  rightful  possessions,  whilst  the  other  >* 
anxiously  awaiting  the  action  of  this  Legislature  fof  ^ 
extt-nsion  of  its  long  establiriied  munificent  polii^  I" 
them,  fur  the  security  of  their  dearesf  interests. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  provisions  in  tbe  bill  now  un* 
der  consideration  which  I  think  restrictive  in  the  ex- 
treme, and  which  I  ft  el  certain  will  not  be  scceptable  to 
the  settlers  on  the  public  lamts;  but  I  am  equally  certain, 
from  repeated  efforts  made  pending  this  protrscted  d* 
cussion,  that  the  objectionable  portions  of  the  bill  cannot 
be  stricken  out,  without  endangering  its  passage.  It  here- 
fore  feel  disposed  to  yield  my  objection!  to  the  vidow 
parts,  inorder  that  the  good  may  be  retained.  Let  il  go  be- 
fore the  people.  Let  it  undergo  the  ordeal  of  iheirscruti- 
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Hr.  President,  I  ipfBin  repeat  Ihit  tlie  lej^Mlition  of 
Congress  is  not  of  lh<t  fair  and  pquitkble  character  to- 
wardi  the  public  land  States  that  their  wants  and  inler- 
etts  demand.  All  (he  oM  States  in  the  Union,  on  their 
introduction  into  the  great  fefleral  family,  were  invested 
with  the  attributeaof  aovereign  power  over  all  ihe>r  in* 
Cernal  affain:  they  were  imbueil  with  authority  to  levy 
and  collect  taxes  upon  every  species  of  properly  wilh- 
in  their  respective  jumdictiors,  for  tlie  maintenance 
of  Government,  and  for  whatsoever  other  legitimste  pur- 
pose the  legislative  aulhoriTy  may  devise.  Dot  not  so 
with  the  public  Und  States.  They  bate  heretofore 
been,  and  are  now,  admitted  into  the  nltioiwl  friiternlty 
imnaeled  In  every  limh,  and  bound  in  fetters  of  paraly< 
zinj*  restriction.  Your  General  Government  the  Influence 
of  which  is  yet  in  (he  hands  of  the  old  Stales,  and  wboae 
policy  is  directed  by  them,  still  retains  its  properly  in 
the  public  domain  within  our  limits,  and  is  every  day 
exercising  the  power  of  making  disposition  of  it,  and 
laugha  at  all  our  efibrts  to  place  ourselves  on  sn  equality 
with  them,  as  vain  and  impotent;  thus  leaving  the  public 
land  States  with  a  curtailed  and  limited  sovereignty  over 
the  toil.  If  you,  in  your  boasted  bounty,  set  apart  a  sec- 
tion of  land  in  each  township  in  those  Stales,  for  the 
most  pratseworihy  and  commendable  purpose  of  educa* 
tion,  the  otherwise  munificent  grinl  is  made  in  eonaid- 
eratioii  of  ample  equivalents.  Yoii  will  nut  permit  ua 
to  receive  an  accession  of  a  single  emigrant,  unless  we 
yield  our  exemption  of  five  years'  taxation.  This  ez> 
emptlon  ia  the  bonafide  condition  upon  which  we  receive 
(be  emigrant.  Your  policy  is  to  sell  jour  lands,  and 
yott  compel  us  to  beituw  this  boon,  in  order  to  enable 
^ou  ff)  to  do,  and  before  he  is  permitied  to  pass  our  lim' 
itt  and  reside  among  u*. 

If  you  grant  a  new  Slate  any  land  for  tlie  purpose  of 
constructing  a  railroad  or  canal,  no  matter  whether  it  be 
ft  national  or  local  work,  y<  u  are  right  sure  to  do  it  in 
luch  mftonep  and  under  auch  reatrietions  as  to  secure 
to  jrourseir  the  benefit  of  the  grant.  Tuu  moat  gracious- 
ly bektow  on  us  every  ahtrnate  tract,  whrth<r  it  be  of 
aw*n>p,  barren,  prairie,  rocks,  or  mountains.  We,  your 
moat  grateful  d(>nee%  proceed  in  ihe  establishment  of 
ttte  work,  and  with  millions  of  addition-il  cost  complete 
some  atupendous  project  of  internal  improvement,  and 
(hereby  render  your  barren  rocks  and  lagoona  and  dea> 
ert  prairie  all  aaleable,  and  thus  give  a  value  to  your 
property  which  no  time  or  other  circumstances  could 
possibly  have'  given  it.  Host  gracious  munificence 
this!  'If  out  or  our  own  resources  we  improve  the 
navigation  of  a  river,  if  we  drain  a  pond,  we  are  givinga 
pusitue  value  to  much  of  your  properly,  which  other- 
wise would  be  totally  worthless.  Every  farm  we  open, 
every  house  we  build,  every  town  and  village  which 
springs  up  on  your  boundless  domain,  creates  a  value  in 
(bouaands  orconligiiotis  acres,  hitherto  without  any,  or 
ofTering  any  inducement  to  the  purchaser.  Thus  it  is 
you  receive  for  your  vaunted  princely  gratuities  equiv- 
stents  and  benefits  absolu'ely  amounting  to  speculattuns. 
Sir,  I  repel  the  declaration  so  often  repeated  here,  that 
the  public  land  States  have  received  **  princely  gratuilies" 
in  landa  from  Government.  ,  have  received  no 
gratuities  without  corresponding  benefit*,  and,  in  some 
instances,  ten-fold  equivalents.  But,  sir,  instead  of 
gratuities,  (here  has  been  doled  out  to  ua  a  most  parsi- 
monious and  nigg^ly  legislation  on  all  questions  of  re- 
lief  in  any  wise  touching  the  public  latids,  or  those  occu- 
pying them.  Yoqr  policy,  hitherto,  has  been  to  encour- 
age, by  all  practical  means,  Ihe  settlement  of  those  Undsi 
and  tlie  impoiition  of  the  inhibition  against  taxation  for  a 
limited  period  of  time  was  among  others'  held  out  as  an 
■nduce^ient  to  emigration.  Now,  the  policy  seems  to  be 
changed.  Gentlemen  eomplaio  that  the  public  lands 
are  aettlinf  to(»  fasti  the  redundant  population  of  the 
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parent  States  are  moving  in  myriads  to  the  fair  valley 
of  the  Mississippi)  whole  communities  rise  up,  aa  it  were 
by  common  consent,  and  quit  the  father  land,  serking 
homes  in  (he  West,  taking  with  them  much  of  our 
mechanical  akill,  useful  Industry,  and  wealth.  This  state 
of  things  muat'be  checked,  say  they,  and  they  act  afr. 
cordingly. 

Every  qqestion  affecting  the  Interest  of  the  public  land 
States  seems  to  me  to  be  con'eated  here  with  an  unusual 
and  most  extraordinary  pertinacity.  Touch  not  the  pub- 
lic domain,  ia  the  battle  cry  of  ihe  enemies  of  relief 
measures.  It  is  a  nation's  richest  treasure,  bestowed  by 
the  immortal  Old  Dominion,  the  father  of  the  republlca 
for  the  general  good—fur  the  whole  people,  and  not  fur 
any  particular  part  or  portion  of  them. 

Sir,  are  we  duomed  foretrer  to  endure  this  abject  stale 
of  vBs««l  dependence  on  the  bountiful  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  rights  which  common  sense  and  rigid  juv 
lice  demand  for  ua?  Who  will  undertake  to  say  that  (he 
new  Slates  do  now  enjoy  all  the  rights,  prirlfeges,  and 
immunitiea,  of  the  old  Staleaf  Sir,  we  cannot  make  a 
road  from  one  county  seat  to  another,  without  treapaas* 
ing  upon  the  public  domain}  we  cannot  pass  the  thresh- 
old of  our  humble  domicil,  without  incurring  (he  guilt 
of  punishable  trespass.  We  can  go  nowhere,  build  bridges 
across  none  of  our  watercourses,  without  obstmcting 
Dncle  Sam's  highways,  or  building  an  abu<men(  against 
and  upon  some  portion  of  his  endless  domain.  We  dare 
not  levy  a  tax  upon  nine  tenths  of  (he  soil  within  our 
limits.  We  must  wait  the  tardy  and  lingering  policy  of 
the  Government,  In  making  its  siles  of  (hose  lands,  and 
then  wait  an  addititmal  five  years,  before  (he  legislative 
authority  of  ihe  State  can  reach  them. 

The  federal  authority  adopts  its  system  of  laws  in  rels- 
tion  to  its  lands,  and  enforces  them  within  our  jurisdictiont 
whilst  the  Stale,  with  all  becoming  humility,  must  wait 
in  patient  servility  until  the  contingency  of  aale  takes 
pUce,  *nd  the  five  years*  probation  shall  have  passed 
away,  before  her  jurisdiction  accrues.  And  thus  tbia 
humiliating  pntcesa  conttnuea  from  year  to  year,  the  new 
States  every  day  arriving  nearer  and  nearer  to  induction 
within  the  pale  of  the  constitution,  until  eventually,  after 
a  lapse  of  twenty,  thirty,  and  forty  year>,  perhaps,  we 
are  safely  moored  within  the  protection  of  the  guns  of  tlM 
eonstitutiont  snd  we  step  in,  and  take  our  place.  In  our 
okl  age,  among  the  federal  family,  on  an  eqtfal  footing, 
in  all  reapeets,  with  our  elder  brothers. 

When  Mr.  Bwino  had  concluded. 

At  the  sufcgestiun  of  Hr.  WRITE,  Mr.  BENTON 
moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  and  that  the  amendmeat 
be  printed}  which  was  agreed  lot  *»d 

The  Seaat*  adjourned. 

FaiDit,  FsBBCAax  3. 
SICK  ANU  DISABLED  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  to 
'  whom  waa  referred  the  Senate  bill  No.  79,  made  a  writ- 
ten report,  accompanied  with  a  substitute  for  the  billt 
which  substitute  suspended,  for  one  year,  the  tax  of  30 
cents  each  on  American  seamen,  for  a  hospital  fund,  and 
appropriated  0150,000,  for  one  year,  in  lieu  tbere<^,  to 
•hb  paid  from  the  Treasurj'.  The  report  waa  accompani- 
ed with  the  following  resolutions,  calling  on  the  Secre- 
te of  the  Treasury  fur  information  on  the  subject: 

Baolctd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  in- 
atructed  to  ascertain  what  it  will  coat  to  erect  three  hos- 
pitals, of  suitable  dimenaiona,  fur  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen  and  watermen  upon  the  wateis  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  at  the  moit  suitable  plaeei  for  that  pur- 
pose} also,  what  it  will  cost  to  erect  the  same  number,  if 
needed,  on  the  most  important  poiiita«f  the  Atlantic  aiHl 
GuK coasts.  Digitized  by  V^OOg  IC 
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Btiotvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  be  fur- 
ther instructed  lo  draw  up  the  prujc ct  oF  *  I  iw  tu  regulate 
the  disbursement  of  fundi  fot  the  relief  of  sick  and  di*- 
abled  seamen,  and  for  the  government  of  huspitaU  erect- 
ed for  that  purpose. 

Rciohed,  Tliftt  the  Secretary  of  Uie  Treasury  be  in- 
structed to  enumerute  those  poats  and  places  in  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  where,  because  suitable  accommodations  for 
tlie  sick  cannot  be  obtained,  or  from  any  oilier  cause, 
there  is  a  slrong  necessity  for  hospitals,  and  to  make  re- 
port up"n  this  and  the  other  instructions  in  these  rt-solu- 
tioni  at  the  next  seaviun  of  Congress. 

Ur.  DAVIS,  after  the  reading  of  the  report,  asked 
for  the  iminediale  ciinMderaliun  of  Hick  roMilutionxt 
which  requirini;  the  unanimous  consent  of  lite  Senate, 
•  Mr.  CALHOUN,  who  had  not  heard  the  report,  ex- 
pressed the  wiah  that  the  resolutions  might  lie  one  duy 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS  briifty  explained  ihe  nature  and  ohjecis 
of  the  bill  an'l  the  resolutions,  remarking  that  the  h>ll 
was  designed  to  supply  the  dtficiency  in  the  interim, 
while  Cungrest  might  obtain  the  requisite  information, 
jmd  mature  and  adopt  some  proper  sybteni  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  understood  litis  to  be  the 
commencement  of  a  change  in  the  system,  as  heretofore 
existing,  by  which  the  hospital  fund  was  supplied  by  a 
tax  on  aeamen.  He  believed  that  the  great  ami  prevail- 
ing disease  of  the  times  was  centrali'm  here;  and  he  was 
utterly  oppns^d  to  any  thing  which  would  tend  to  in- 
crease it.  As  soon  as  the  system  of  afl'urding  relief  In 
aeamen  from  the  Treasury  should  rommcnce,  there  would 
be  no  limitation;  and  he  would,  therefore,  give  his  pro- 
test in  advance  against  the  measure  proposed  by  the  bill. 
Be  was  opposed  to  opening  all  Atuices  to  further  ezpen- 
les  of  the  Government,  as  lending  to  cofrupt  tlie  public 
morals,  and  to  endanger  ojur  institutions. 

The  burden  (Hr.  C.  maintained)  of  relieving  sick  and 
disabled  seamen  did  not  fall  on  the  seamen  themselves, 
but  on  Ihe  particular  branch  of  business  in  which  they 
are  employed,  by  which  it  ought  tu  be  bornej  otherwise 
it  would  become,  like  barbois  on  the  lakes,  and  light- 
houses, an  improper  burden  upon  Congress. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  that  he  waa  not  exactly  willing  that 
the  measure  should  go  off  undiT  such  an  impression. 
The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhods,]  he 
thought,  would  withdraw  his  objection,  if  he  had  paid 
better  attention  to  the  subject.  The  h<iep<tat  lax,  Mr. 
D.  maintained,  fell  on  the  wages  of  the  s:<ilort  and  the 
Senator  would  agree  with  him  that  no  cbss  r>  quired  a 
higher  degree  of  protection,  or  were  more  wunliy  and 
tneritorioust  and  no  class  asked  Itss  of  the  Government. 
When  did  the  Senator  know  a  sailor  to  ask  for  any  thing? 
Mr.  D.  had  not  known  an  in&tance  in  which  a  sailor  had 
asked  for  a  pension  or  any  other  grant.  He  would  call 
the  attention  of  Ihe  Senator  to  a  notable  case,  Ihe  de- 
struction of  the  Philadelphia.  While  a  large  number  of 
people  engaged  in  that  portion  of  the  service  had  been 
for  a  number  of  years  asking  Congreu  fur  something,  it 
bad  never  been  done  by  a  sailor;  it  had  been  demanded 
by  their  representatives,  and  not  by  themstlves. 

But  all  this  had  nothing  lodo  with  this  matter.  Ii  was 
thought  that  something  ought  to  be  done  for  this  cUss  uf 
persons  on  the  Western  water*,  expCBed  to  the  peculiar 
diseases  of  that  region,  far  away  from  their  friend*  and 
the  means  of  comfort.  In  order  tueffcct  this  purpose,  a 
tax  of  twenty  cents  each  had  been  laid  upon  their  wages 
by  Congress.  The  Government  had  not  been  so  liberal 
as  the  Senator  supposed.  The  tax,  indeed,  proved  inad> 
equate  to  the  purpose,  and  the  Guvcrnmenl  had  every 
year  appropriated  more  or  less;  not  much,  but  enough 
to  eover  the  expenses.  The  fund  had  been  conducted, 
•sfar  aa  Ur.  D.  was  able  toascettain,  with  prudence 


and  economy,  and  had  bren  disburM-d  under  the  direc- 
tion uf  the  Government.  Dut  there  had  been  do  law  w 
the  subject,  though  the  committee  thought  it  was  but 
that  it  should  be  regulated  by  law. 

Kow,  all  Mr.  D.  proposed  by  the  ri  solutions  before  the 
Senate  was  an  inquiry  as  to  Ihe  expense  of  erecting  tlirec 
hospitals  on  the  Western  waters,  and  three  on  the  ,\iUn- 
tic  coast,  and  so  many  he  was  sure  were  needed,  lie 
did  not  propose  now  to  c<'mmit  the  Governnwnt  to  any 
course  of  policy.  In  (he  bill  there  was  indeed  a  prop>- 
siiion  to  change  llie  policy  for  a  single  year;  tut  tbefiur- 
ernment  then  retained  ihe  matter  in  its  own  hands,  to 
pursue  such  a  course  as  might  be  found  expedient  and 
proper.  The  passage  of  these  resolutions  was  »  mueu 
wanted,  if  the  bill  should  not  pasf,  as  if  it  should. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  knew  thr  resolutim*  did  not 
involve  the  principle  to  which  he  objected;  butllie  b  ll 
did;  and  tl  was  his  design  now  to  give  notice  that  he 
^lould,  therefore,  oppose  it.  He  agreed  with  llie  Sens- 
tor  that  seamen  were  a  meritorious  class,  and  tint  thiy 
were  not  importunate  on  Congress.  They  would  rut  io 
the  mischief,  but  the  persons  interested  in  ereciinB  w.J 
conducting  the  hospitals.  Mr.  C.  aRsin  insisleil  tint 
though  Ihe  tnx  imposed  on  seamen  was  taken  in  ilie  fir»l 
place  from  their  wages,  it  ultimately  fell  on  the  hrinelt 
of  business  in  which  they  were  engaged;  and  lheinter*si 
concerned  ought  lo  pay  the  expense.  The  pa'.ronsfteri 
the  Govemmewt,  he  maintained,  ought  not  to  be  extend- 
ed. He  saw  no  reaaon  why  the  Government  should  p»r 
Ihe  expense  of  sickness  in  one  branch  of  business  more 
than  in  anmher.  1 1.ey  might  just  as  well  pay  sucli 
pense  in  the  cuHivHiion  of  suga-,  or  rice,  or  colton. 
The  tendency  (»f  the  G'lvernment  was  already  lo  Ihe  jle- 
Btruction  of  liberty,  and  be  w»s  opposed  lo  every  tiling 
that  would  give  impulse  to  that  tendency.  HeM  ro 
objection  to  the  resolutions,  but  hoped  the  bill  vouU 
nut  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate. 

Hr.  DAVIS  »aid  he  thought  there  was  a  very 
difference  between  the  cases  which  the  gentleman  from 
South  Canilina  [Mr.  Calhous]  had  made  parallel.  Le- 
gislation in  regard  to  seamen  cummenced  with  the  fJ- 
istence  of  this  Governmen),  and  was  intimslety  connected 
with  the  subject  of  commerce,  which  was  wholly  »ub- 
jecl  lo  the  legislation  of  Congrcs<!{  and  one  leading 
Ject  in  this  connexion  had  been  to  cherish  tbe  empW* 
mt-ni  of  seamen,  as  necetsaty  lo  the  defence  of  the  eoii'- 
try;  and  on  this  same  account  a  preference  had  beer  gr- 
en  to  American  seamen,  in  contradistinction  from  foreign- 
ers.   WiiS  there  no  difference  between  (Xiending  pro- 
tection to  these  men,  far  from  home,  destitute  of 
means  of  comfort,  and  not  addicted  to  laying  up 
wages,  and  those  men  who  hvtd  on  plantations  'J '"f  | 
surr>'unded  with  the  means  of  health  and  comfottj  Aiu 
were  Ihe  two  cIsb^is  equally  important  in  proTiomj 
the  defence  nf  the  country?  , 

Mr.  MCHOL\S  moved  to  amend  the  rcsoluliurs 
inseiting  "the  Gulf,"  in  connexion  with  "the  Aihr-iiC 

Mr.  DAVIS  thougl.t  it  was  unimportant;  tlie  Gul'T  , 
a  part  of  the  Ailantic,  and  the  insertion  of  il  mign' 
to  the  enumeration  uf  bays  and  inlets.  .  ■ 

Hr.  NICHOLAS  preferred  that  it  should  be  noiiMo 
more  dit>tincll>{  and  tbe  amendment  was  accord  ng  J 
adopted, 

Tlie  resolutions,  as  amended,  were  then  adoptio.  ■ 
PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  resumed  ll.e  consideration  of  the  tarJblli 
and  the  question  beirg  on  Mr.  No«vell's  motion  to  rt- 
consider  the  wrte  by  which  the  Senate  bad 
strike  out  the  8th  stclion  of  the  bill,  il  w»s  taktn  w 
yeas  and  na\6,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  "  .'"'I'"'*' j. 

YBAS-Mefsrs  Uentun,  Black,  Ewinglil  "'""'S^rtf. 
ion,  Grundy,  Ki^«^MedMfC?®r-''""^ 
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Ntcbolu,  Niles,  Norrell,  Itobinion,  Riieirlep,  Tipton, 
Walker.  Wright-I7. 

Nivs— Itenra.  Bayard.  Brovn,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Crittrnden,  Cuthbert,  Uavil,  Bwin^  of 
Ohio,  Hendricki,  llubban),  KenI,  Kinff  of  Geot^ii, 
Knight,  MorrlB,  Prentiss,  Pre&ton,  nobbiiis.  Southard, 
Swift,  Wall,  White— 23. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  (o  amend  the  8ih  section  by 
inaertingr  before  the  word  "child"  the  word  "irali-," 
■o  aa^  to  give  a  parent  the  privilege  of  purcliasing  the 
public  land  only  for  hia  male  children  under  SI  yearp. 

U-.  BUCHANAN  aaid  that  he  hoped  that  no  aueh 
MDendment  as  that  would  be  aawntrd  to.  lie  had  al- 
most ralber  loae  ihe  wbole  lectinn  than  vote  to  ezclade 
the  laHres. 

Mr.  CLAY  demanded  the  yeas  and  na>9. 

Mr.  HOOREuid,  ifanydiiiiinction  was  lobe  made,  he 
woukl  rather  give  Ihe  exclun ve  privilege  to  children  of 
the  other  aex. 

The  question  bnng  taken,  the  amrndmenl  wag  neg- 
atived by  nearly  tbe  wbole  Senate,  at  rullows: 

Vkas— Messrs.  Niles,  Riiftgles,  Wright— 3. 

Nats — Uessrs.  DayanI,  Denton,  DIuck,  Drown,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Criitendir,  Cuihbert, 
Djrvia,  Ewinfr  of  Illinois^  Ewmg  of  Oliio,  Pultiin,  Grundy, 
HeiKlricks  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Arabama,  K^ng  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  Linn.  Lyon,  Uoore,  Horrid,  Nicholas, 
Nervell.  Prentisa,  Preston,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wa)l,  White— 38. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  8lh  Kc- 
lion,  in  that  part  of  it  which  requires  a  parent  to  swear 
that  no  previous  entry  has  been  mude  in  the  name  of 
saiil  child  undtr  (he  provisions  of  this  act,  by  sinking 
out  ibe  words  "  in  the  name  of  said  child,"  and  insert- 
ing in  1-eu  thereof,  **by  said  parent  but  before  any 
queatitm  was  taken  on  thia  amendment,  a  question  of 
order  was  ma<le,  viz:  whether  llie  8th  aection  could  be 
amended  at  all,  inaMinich  as  the  Senate  bad  refused  a 
motion  to  strike  it  out,  and  bad  thereby  determined  to 
retain  it  entire. 

The  question  was  argued  for  a  long  time.  The  rules 
were  appealed  to:  tbe  Chair  doubted,  and  the  Senate 
coukl  extricate  itself  from  tbe  dillicully  only  by  deter- 
mining, with  common  consent,  to  recunsider  the  former 
▼otP(  by  which  a  reconsideration  had  been  refused. 
This  brought  them  back  to  the  point  at  which  ttiey  had 
started  in  the  morning,  and  presented  the  question 
whether  the  8  b  section  should  be  stricken  out  or  re- 
tained in  tite  bill. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  no  idea  that  such  opposition 
would  have  been  made  to  this  section.  lie  had  con* 
salted  with  Western  gentlemen  before  he  offered  hia 
amendment  to  tt,  and  be  had  thought  it  would  meet 
their  approbation.  The  bill,  as  it  stood,  confined  the 
talea  of  the  public  lands  to  (hose  who  are  in  the  West. 
He  thought  (he  people  of  the  West  would  feel  the  para- 
lysing tfTecls  of  tbe  bill,  should  it  psaa  in  its  present 
shape,  although  they  express  their  willingness  to  make 
a  aaerifice  to  diminish  Ihe  surplus  revenue.  He  was 
willing  to  reduce  tbe  revenue  ilertved  from  the  sales  of 
the  public  landa  to  effect  that  objcei.  But,  when  he 
waa  asked  to  vote  fur  a  bill  which  would  cut  off  his  own 
constituents  frum  deriving  any  advantage  fn  m  it,  he 
could  not  agree  to  it.  lie  was  willing,  at  an  early  slagr, 
to  meet  tbe  feelings  of  gemlemen  from  the  West;  but 
now  he  was  willing  to  let  the  section  stand  or  full  upon 
its  own  meritst  and,  if  necessary,  he  was  willing  to  put 
his  vote  against  the  aJoption  of  this  or  any  similar 
amend  otent. 

Mr.  WRIGHTremarked  that  his  obj<*ct  in  voting  for 
a  bill  of  this  character  wan  to  reduce  the  revenue,  and 
to  efl«ot  that  end  by  confining  Ihe  sales  nf  public  lands 
to  actual  settlers,    lie  did  not  see  why  such  a  prineiple 


miglit  not  be  incnrporatrd  in  this  bill.  Wss  there  any 
one  present  who  admitted  (hat  the  lands  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  market  were  now  offered  for  sale  below  their 
intrinsic  value?  He  would  not  vote  for  a  proportion  to 
raise  tbe  price,  because  he  did  not  believe  the  lands 
were  worib  more  Disn  one  dollar  and  twenty.five  cents. 
But,  if  he  believed  in  the  opinion  re-echoed  inthatbody^ 
he  lihnuld  feel  it  his  duty  to  move  to  raise  the  price. 
He  believed  the  minimum  price  of  the  Government  waa 
high  enough,  nor  did  he  think  that  public  policy  would 
adtntt  of  its  being  raised.  Entertaining  this  opinion,  he 
would  not  admit  that  it  was  a  privilege  conferred  on  a 
citizen,  lo  give  bim  an  opportunity  of  purclwsing  the 
public  land,  unless  he  wanted  to  use  it. 

He  believed  it  was  a  privilege,  when  a  man  wanted  ■ 
farm  to  cultivate,  that  he  should  have  land  at  tbe  lowest 
price.  Mr.  W.  argued  that  it  waa  nut  to  be  supposed 
that  lands  could  he  sold  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  when 
the  country  would  ot  course  be  very  much  improved  in 
every  refip:'c%  at  tbe  same  price  %%  at  the  present  time* 
though,  according  to  the  argument  of  gentlemen,  it 
would  appr-ar  that  such  was  to  be  the  cane.  His  Judg> 
ment  was  ihis:  that  the  interests  of  the  whole  Union,  and 
of  those  who  live  where  (he  lands  are  located,  required 
that  Congress  should  put  them  into  tbeir  hands  at  as 
low  a  rate  as  reason  would  dictate,  and  as  rapidly  as 
the  growth  of  the  cuumry  would  permit.  But  when  a 
sort  of  pre-emption  right  was  opened  to  a -man,  unac- 
companied with  a  settlement,  that  was  not  the  way  to 
promote  a  settlement  of  the  lands.  Mr.  W.  cnncluued 
with  saying  that  he  hoped  Ibe  vote  might  be  recon- 
fii-!ered,  for  he  had  no  wish  (hat  it  ehould  be  stricken 
out,  but  only  modified  so  as  to  make  it  acceptable  (o  the 
Senate. 

AOer  furtber  debate,  tbe  question  of  reconsidering 
vit  decided  in  Ihe  negative  (so  as  to  retain  the  section 
in  the  bill)  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  followst 

Yei9 — Mes^irs.  Benton,  Black,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ev- 
ing  of  IllinnI*,  Fullon,  Grundy,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn* 
Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvelt,  Page,  llivrs,  Robinson, 
Riigglefi,  Sevier,  I'ipton,  Walker,  Wright— 31. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
CUj'tun,  Critienden,  Kwing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Morris,  Pren(i)«,  Preston, 
Robhins,  Southard,  Spenee,  Swift,  I'omlinson,  Wall, 
Webster,  White— 33. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  Mr.  White's  amend- 
ment, it  was  modified,  on  motion  of  Mr  NnBTtLi.,  by 
inserting  a  clause  protecting  from  the  operation  of  the 
bill  all  lauds  rererved  by  any  of  (he  Slates  for  sail  springs 
or  for  purposes  of  education. 

Mr.  WALKER  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether,  in 
case  Ur.  WniTi's  amendment  should  be  adopted,  it 
wdiihl  be  in  order  for  him  to  amend  it,  by  adding  there- 
to Ibe  second  section  of  the  bill  as  it  at  present  stood? 

This  led  (I)  another  discussion  on  tbe  question  of  or- 
der, wbeii,  to  relieve  the  Senate, 

Hr.  WHITE  consented  to  move,  instead  of  his  first 
amendment,  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  Ihe  bill, 
with  notice  that  if  ihat  mution  succeeded,  he  diould  fol- 
low it  by  another,  to  strike  out  tbe  residue  of  tbe  bil)( 
and  instrt  his  amendment,  as  before  proposed. 

After  further  diRicuhy  as  to  questions  nf  order, 

Mr.  WHITE  withdrew  this  motion,  and  renewed  Ihat 
he  had  before  made,  vizt  to  stiike  out  the  whole  of  the 
bill  excepting  the  first  section,  and  to  insert,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  antendmeiil  quoted  above. 

Afier  some  remarks  from  Mr.  RWING  of  Ohio  ind 
Mr.  LINN. 

Mr.  DAVIS  went  into  a  speech  of  considerable  length 
(which,  however,  he  wiia,  through  indisposition,  unable 
(o  coixlutle)  in  i)pposi(ion  to  the  general  principles  of 
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Mr.  WEBSTER)  deiitroiii  to  gWc  him  tn  opporiitnilj 
to  conclude  histem&rkf  to-morrow,  moved  an  arijourn- 
mrnti  but  the  notion  did  not  prcTail,  being  rejected,  by 
yeas  and  nay*,  at  lollows: 

YxAB — Mrun.  Bajrard,  Calhnunt  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Djvis,  Ewrng  of  Ohio,  Kent,  K-ng  of  Georffia, 
KnifEht,  Hoore  Prentiia,  Preston,  Robbini,  Southard, 
Spenee,  SwifV,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster— 21. 

Nats— HeMrt.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthberl,  Daoa,  Ewing  of  Illifloia,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  King  of  Ahbtma,  Linn,  Lyon,  N'rcho- 
lu,  ViUsf,  Norvell,  PAffe,  Hires,  Robinflon»  Buggies,  Se- 
vier, Walker,  While,  Wright— 25. 

Mr.  RUG^LBS  now  mnved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
leTentb  section,  in  the  fullowing  clause:  "That  all  the 
lands  of  the  United  Statrs  shall  hereafter  be  subject  to 
purebaae  at  public  auction  or  prirale  entry,  in  subdiris- 
lons  not  less  than  *  quarter-quarter  seet'.on,"  by  striking 
out  thftt  elauae,  and  inserting,  in  lieu  of  it,  %  provision 
that  every  poKchaser  under  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
should  be  required  to  enter  his  land  in  not  more  than 
four  separate  parcels,  nor  in  Itss  than  a  quarter-quaTter 
•ectinn. 

Mr.  WALKERopposed  this  amendment  with  warmth. 

Mr.  EWING  advocated  it,  and  explained  thai  under 
the  bill  as  it  stood  a  purchaser  might  enter  hi*  two  sec- 
tions of  laid  in  not  leas  than  33  distinct  portions  of  40 
acres  eaehi  snd  provided  he  cultivated  3|  uf  these,  be 
night  enter  the  remaining  38  in  any  Slate  or  Territory 
where  there  was  public  land  to  sell,  and  Utat  without 
atriking  a  stmke  on  either  of  them. 

Mr.  WALKER  tofik  the  contrary  position,  and  argued 
to  show  that  the  purchaser  would  have  to  cultivate  a 
■mall  part  of  each  tract. 

Mr.  EWING  insisted  upon  his  first  position,  contending 
that  the  wnrda  nf  the  bill  would  bear  that  interpretation. 

Mr.  WALKER  declared  that,  should  this  amendment 
prevail,  it  would  destroy  llie  bill  altogether,  and  he 
afaould  be  obliged  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  supported  the  views  given  by  Mr. 
Ewiao,  and  went  on  to  show  that,  under  the  8ih  sec- 
tion, a  man  who  had  ten  children  might,  unless  this 
•mendnvnt  prevailed,  enter  330  separate  small  tracti  of 
tend,  wherever  he  pleased. 

It  being  now  past  S  o'cloeki  Mr.  CLAY  moved  an  ad' 
journmentt  but  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourni  Tess  33, 
nsys  34. 

Tbe  queslinn  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  propo- 
■ed  by  Mr.  Roesus,  and  carried,  by  yeas  and  ns>s  ** 
lollowsi 

TiAS-— Mesara.  Bayanl,  Brown.  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dana,  Davis,  Bwing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  Morris,  Nilei,  Page,  Prentiss,  Rive^ 
Rnbbins,  Rugglen,  Southard,  Swif',  Tumlinson,  Walt, 
Webster,  Wh  U— :4. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brnton,  Black,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ful- 
ton, Hendriokfc  Hubbard,  King  uf  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon, 
MiMire,  Nicbolati,  Norveil,  liobinsoB,  Sevier,  Tipton, 
Walker,  Wright— 17. 

This  vote  being  announced  from  the  Chair, 

Mr.  WALKER  gave  notice  that  he  should  vote  against 
the  bill. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  the  bill  wss  rtirllier  amend- 
ed in  the  second  section,  in  that  clause  which  declares 
"that  hereafier  no  one  person  shall  be  permitted  to 
purchase  more  than  two  aections,"  he,  by  striking  out 
the  word  "ime." 

Mr.  UAVI8  farther  propraed  to  add  at  the  end  of  the 
5th  section  a  proviso,  that  if  any  land  claimed  under 
the  pre-emption  clause  should,  at  the  time,  be  worth 
more  than  $5  an  sere,  no  pre-emplinn  should  isBuei  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  being  empow- 
ered to  asGcruin  the  bet. 


Mr.  SEVIER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nsys  on  Um 
motion,  when  it  was  decided  in  tbe  negative,  as  follo*s: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Cathotm,  Cbytoo,  Criitndea, 
Divis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent.  King  of  Oeorgisi  Kaight, 
Prentiss.  Preston,  Robbini^  Souttukrd,  Swif^,  TomGiwe, 
Webster— 16. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchansa, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Ilendtick% 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Hor- 
ris^  Nicholas,  Nilea,  Norvell,  Page,  Rive*,  Htibinsoi^ 
Rugglesr  Sevier,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  Wbit^ 
Wright— S8. 

The  question  was  now  at  length  put  on  Mr.  Wstn'l 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  followt: 

Vkas— Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Davia,  Ewing  of  IHi- 
noip,  Hendrick%  Kent,  Moore,  Norvell,  Preston,  Bvb- 
inson,  Sevier,  Walker,  Webster,  While— 14. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Bentun,  Brown,  Bodwisa, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Ohio, 
Pulton,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georftil, 
Knight,  Linn,  Lyon.  Nicholas,  N'lea,  Page,  Prentisi, 
Rives,  Bobbins,  Rugglep,  Southard,  SwiU,  TiptM, 
Tumlinson,  Wall.  Wright — 39. 

Mr,  WALKER  observed  that,  as  the  bill  now  stood,  it 
could  not  receive  his  vote;  and  as  the  antendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  had  failed,  there  remsined  bat 
one  more  effiirt  to  save  the  bill)  with  which  view  be 
moved  that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Conmitice  on  Pub- 
lic Lsnds. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  DAVIS  demanded  the  yeu  sod 

niys. 

Mr.  LINN  now  inquired  whether  the  Senate,  in  esse 
the  motion  to  recommit  should  prevail,  would  posieM 
any  security  that  they  ahoutd  not  be  led  into  the  saaie 
labyrinth  of  difficukiea  through  which  they  had  just  p«M> 
ed,  unlesethe  committee  were  furnished  with  some  ^ 
slructions  to  guide  ihem.  In  order  to  give  the  chatrma 
of  the  Land  Committee  lime  to  sleep  on  the  matter,  snd 
then  tu  prepare  a  draujthl  of  such  instructions  ss  would 
probably  be  acceptable  to  a  majority,  he  moved  Ibal  tbe 
Senate  do  now  adjourn)  which  motion  prcvaiGng, 

The  Senate  accordingly  adjourned. 

Satubsat,  Fsbkuabt  4. 
COPY-RIGHTS  TO  FOREIGNERS. 

Mr.  CLAY  presented  a  list,  on  parchment,  of  sddituntt 
names  of  British  authors  to  the  addre»  which  he  hid 
submitted  to  the  Senate  the  other  day,  and  wlwh,  by 
mistake,  he  had  not  then  received.  He  moied  Ibstit 
be  printed  with  the  olher  names  attached  to  the  sddrew, 
and  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  raised  on  ih^ 
subjecti  which  wasaecordinitly  ordered.  He  also  marti 
tbe  appointment  of  an  additional  member  of  the  select 
commitieei  which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  a  petition  from  sundry  Amen* 
can  atilhorf,  praying  amrndtnents  in  the  copy-right  U*- 
They  represent  the  importance  uf  native  literature,  snd 
the  propriety  of  extending  to  it  reasonable  cncoursfe- 
ment.  They  state  thm,  owing  to  the  fact  that  buok*rl. 
lers  in  this  country  caa  possrsa  tliemselvt  s  of  and  publiw 
new  works  as  ihey  issue,  from  time  to  lime,  froM  the 
British  press,  witdout  any  charge  on  account  of  the  copy- 
right, American  authors  uf  similar  works  are  unable  t» 
obtain  fjr  tlieir  copy-rights  a  fair  cumpensstion.  I^f 
therefitre  pray  that  a  just  arcurity  may  be  piven  by 
to  Uritish  authors,  for  the  property  which  tbey  bste  i» 
iheir  intellectual  productions* 

Mr.  C.  understood  that  (be  course  of  this  buw»«» 
was,  that  Amerion  bookaellers  have  Iheir  "(Tf 
Great  Britain,  who,  as  soon  as  a  new  work 
appearance,  transmit  it  to  thuQ  by  the  first  P"**** 
Sometime,  it  i.  K^j-^J.gjj<l^g(^  «*« 
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row*,  tnd  the  Tef«et  beln^:  detained  there  a  ihort  time, 
rroin  Mme  csuse  or  other,  by  the  time  she  trrirei  at  (he 
whxrves  the  work  hi  published  *nd  ready  Tor  dittribtition. 
Hiiiextraordbiwrjr  deipaleh  It  eflTeeted  by  meani  nf  ■team 
prene«,  and  the  hundreds  of  hands  employed  by  some 
of  the  boofcsellprs.  The  conBeqiienee  is,  that  the  work 
is  often  alovenly  published,  on  bad  paper,  with  bad 
types,  and  omittin^f  maps,  diagrams,  engravinf^a,  and 
other  illustrations.  This  (he  Hrst  publishers  feel  them- 
selves constrained  lo  do,  lest  some  rivals  shall  publish  a 
oheaprr  edition  than  that  which  they  have  Issued.  Pur- 
chased in  this  defective  form,  no  one  can  get  the  {(enuine 
pradiietion  of  the  British  author  without  sending  abroad 
for  it,  as  If  sometimes  done. 

Mr.  C.  understood  that  the  business  of  republishing 
in  (h'fl  country  late  British  works  was  principally  con- 
fined to  two  hiffhly  respectable  houses  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  of  whom  he  did  not  mean  to  soy  one  word 
in  disparagement.  They  merely  tvailed  themselves  of 
the  actual  state  of  things,  and  undoubtedly  placed  (tie 
American  public  under  obligations  for  supplying  (hem 
so  rapidly  and  ao  cheaply  with  the  latest  efTuaiona  of  the 
Britiah  mind. 

If  the  foreign  author  is  justly  secured  in  his  rights  of 
property,  the  practical  consequence  wilt  probably  be, 
that  he  will  sell  ht^  copy-right  to  some  American  pub- 
lisher, the  work  will  be  carefully  and  deliberately  print- 
ed, without  mutilation  or  abstractioni  and  will  be  in  a 
condition  worthy  of  preservation. 

The  petitioners*  beridea  manifeating  towards  their  lit< 
erary  brethren  abroad  a  sense  of  juMiee  and  liberality, 
pray  furaome  alterations  of  the  law  adapted  to  their  own 
eonrlition. 

Mr.  C.  moved  the  reference  of  tlie  petition  to  (he  >te- 
lect  committee  heretofore  appointed)  which  was  ulti- 
mately ordered  accordingly, 

Mr.  NILES,  referring  to  the  memorial  from  American 
authors,  aaid  they  had  gone  one  step  beyond  what  had 
erer  been  done.  They  were  not  aatisfled  with  obtain- 
the  right  to  the  productions  of  their  own  mindai  they 
asked  Congress  to  prohibit,  for  their  benefit,  the  one  of 
the  productions  of  others.  This  he  opposed  at  consider- 
able leneth. 

Mr.  PHESTON»  with  a  view  to  correct  an  erroneous 
Impreasion  which  might  have  been  made  by  his  remarks 
the  other  day  on  this  subject,  said  he  waa  not  adverae  lo 
Kranling  eopy-ri|rhts  to  foreign  authors.  Ail  he  meant 
to  say  waa,  that  he  saw  difficulties  and  embarrasamenis 
in  the  way.  He  had  formerly  expresaedhimaelf  in  favor 
of  this  grant  to  foreign  authors,  which  might  have  been 
a  motive  for  sending  petitions  on  the  subject;  and  all  his 
inclinations  were  still  decidedly  in  favor  or  the  proposed 
measure.  He  believed,  also,  that  Congress  possessed 
the  constitutional  power  to  pass  it,  and  by  that  part  of 
the  constitution  which  provides  for  the  promotion  of 
knowledge. 

We  bad  been  in  the  daily  habit  (Mr.  P.  said]  of  ap- 
propriating to  our  use  the  productiona  of  minds  beyond 
the  Atlantic,  wiihnut  any  recompense.  We  had  luxtiri* 
ated  in  the  works  of  Sir  Waller  Scott  without  any  remu- 
neration to  him,  at  the  time  when  he  was  toiling  n<ght 
and  day  to  pay  a  debit  when,  if  he  bad  received  from  us 
the  thoiiiandih  part  of  the  value  of  his  works,  the  debt 
woaM  have  been  paid.  Mr.  P.  had  always  regarded  this 
as  an  instance  of  ingratitude,  which  of  itself  induced  him 
rery  strongly  to  the  support  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  CLAT.  in  reply  to  Mr.  Niixs,  said  he  waa  very 
glad  of  the  benefit  of  his  suggestions,  and  they  would 
doubtless  receive  the  special  altenlinn  of  the  committee. 
Btit  lie  thought  he  would  be  salikfied  that  no  such  mis* 
chief  was  inteiided  as  he  luppoaed.  The  whole  object 
was  to  put  forei|fn  authors  on  ihe  sane  footing  on  which 
IMF  owB  autbora  are  in  England. 


Mr.  C .  thotight  the  extention  of  copy-rights  would  not, 
on  the  whole,  make  any  addition  to  the  coat  of  the  books. 
They  were  now  made  up  in  great  liaste*  consrquenlly 
a  poor  article,  and  at  a  gmt  expense,  whidi  Bust  be 
paid  in  the  sale  of  the  article;  when,  without  thia  baato 
and  consequent  extraordinary  expense,  (he  copy-right 
might  be  paid  for,  and  a  still  better  article  be  procured 
in  proportion  to  ita  value.  But  even  if  it  were  not  so, 
we  ought  to  scorn  to  do  an  act  of  injustice  to  a  foreign- 
er, by  appropriating  his  works  without  eompensaUoni 
and  especially  when  such  compensation  was  made  to  our 
own  authors  in  foreign  countries. 

The  reference  and  printing  were  then  ordered,  as 
above, 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE  PRESN 

DENT. 

Mr.  GRUNDT,  from  the  select  committee  appointed 
to  consider  and  report  on  (he  mode  of  examining  and 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President, 
ttc,  and  whether  any  votes  have  been  given  by  persons 
not  competent  under  the  constitution,  made  a  special  re- 
port thereoni  which  was  read. 

The  report  states  that  in  some  instances  not  more  than 
four  or  five  electors  have  been  chosen  in  some  of  (he 
States,  who  are  officers  of  the  General  Government, 
(deputy  postmasters,)  and  that  such  votes  are,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  not  in  conformity  with  tho 
provtaiona  of  the  constitution;  but  at  the  same  lime  the 
few  votes  thus  given  will  not  vary  the  result  of  the  elec- 
tion, ss  it  was  not  contemplated  by  any  one  (hat  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  ineligible  elector  would  vitiate  the  vote 
of  his  S(aie.  The  repitrt  concludes  with  reoummending 
the  adoption  of  Ihe  following  resolutions; 

Boohed,  That  the  two  Houaea  shall  assemble  in  the 
chamber  of  the  House  of  Hepresentatives^  on  Wednesday 
next,  at  13  o'clock,  and  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall 
be  the  presiding  olBeeri  that  one  person  be  appointed 
a  teller  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  two  on  the  part 
of  the  H'wse  nt  Representatives,  to  make  a  list  of  the 
votes  as  they  shall  be  declared;  that  the  result  ahall  ba 
delivered  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  an- 
nounce the  state  of  Ihe  vote,  atwl  the  persons  elected, 
to  the  two  Houses  aasembhdas  aforesaid,  which  shall 
be  deemed  a  declaration  of  the  peraona  elected  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  President  of  the  United  Stalest  and,  to> 
gelher  with  a  list  of  voles,  be  entered  on  the  journals  of 
the  (wo  Houses. 

Resohed,  That  in  relation  to  the  votes  of  Michigan,  if 
the  counting  or  omitting  to  count  them  shall  not  essen- 
tially change  the  result  of  the  election,  they  shall  be  re- 
ported by  Ihe  President  of  the  Senate  in  the  following 
manneri  *'  Were  the  votea  of  Michigan  to  be  countei^ 
the  result  would  be,  for  A.  B.  for  Prewdent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  votes.  If  not  cnunted,  for  A.  B.  for 
President  of  Ihe  United  Slates,  -  — '■  voles.  But  in 
either  event  A.  B.  is  elected  PresideaMf  the  United 
States."   And  in  the  same  manner  for  Vice-President. 

Mr.  NORVELL  arose  and  said  that  the  resnlutiona 
were  joint  resolutiona.  The  first  prescribed  Ihe  usual 
manner  in  which  the  two  Mouses  assembled  together  on 
the  vcond  Wtdnesday  in  February,  for  the  purpose  of 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States.  To  this,  of  course,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion. The  aecond  reaolulion,  in  relation  to  Ihe  voles  of 
Michigan,  declared,  in  aubstance,  that  if  (hey  were  not 
easential  to  the  election  of  a  President,  they  should  ba 
announced,  but  need  'not  be  received  as  good.  Their 
reception,  then,  as  sound  votes^  depended  upon  a  con- 
tingency which  it  was  known  would  not  happen.  Hn 
called  for  a  division  of  the  motion  of  the  Senslnr  from 
Tennessee,  in  order  that  he  and  bjrwlleague  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  ree(9ii|in|^|lH^AjDsidWmttuhe  sec- 


C99     .  GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER  TOO 


Srvati.] 


EteeiioH  of  Prmdeat  and  Ftee  Preudmt. 


IFh.  mt 


ond  motution.  Hich-gsn,  wlien  the  prople  or  Hut 
Slate  Rsve  Ihrir  votes  Tor  presidt- nlial  elector*,  wo  s 
aoverei^n  Siaie,  tcknowledged  to  be  such  by  an  act  of 
GongTCH  of  the  United  Slates.  She  wai  now,  before 
her  electoral  votea  were  to  be  counted,  a  am'ereign 
State  of  thia  Union,  acknowleOj^d  to  be  such  by  another 
act  of  the  Congros  of  the  United  States.  He  had, 
therefore,  risen  to  enter  his  most  aolemn  protest,  in 
hehalf  of  the  people  of  HicbiRSti,  against  My  decision 
of  this  body,  or  of  Cnngrrti,  which  would*  eren  by  im- 
plication*  have  the  eBVct  of  preventing  their  electur^d 
voles  from  being  counted  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Suteai  Aid  upon  the  motion  to  adopt 
the  second  reso'ution,  he  requested  that  the  yeas  and 
nays  might  be  (aken. 

Mr.  (iltUNDY  observed  that  the  eoinmittee  were 
.  unanimous  fur  reporting  the  second  resohilion  objected 
lo  by  Ihe  gentleman  from  Michigan.  The  lame  course 
bad  been  pursued  with  regard  lo  the  Stale  of  Missouri, 
and  under  the  like  ctrciimstsnces;  and  when  Senators 
recollected  that  this  was  the  very  place  where  the  rock 
lies  which  may  destroy  this  Government*  they  would 
perceive  that  the  commiilee  had  good  reasons  for  rec- 
ommending the  rcsniuiion  objected  to.  Suppose  (said 
Mr.  6.,)  the  two  Hunaes  should  differ  and  aeparate*  and 
suppose  the  Mouse  should  refuse  to  send  for  the  St-nate 
again:  where  will  be  your  President  or  Vice  President? 
'niough  he  had  been  one  of  the  most  anxious  for  the  ad- 
mission of  UichigBn,  yet  he  thought  it  belter,  under  Ihe 
circumstsnces,  thst  her  v<i|e  blu'uld  not  be  counted,  f  X- 
ccpt  in  (lie  way  prov^d^d  fur  by  ihe  second  resolution. 
To  count  the  vote  could  do  no  go<Kl*  inasmuch  as  it 
would  not  vary  Ihe  resuli;  and  it  might  do  harm.  No  mun 
was  more  aniioua  than  he  was  for  iheadmiaMon  of  Mrch- 
igan;  yet  he  must  express  the  opinion  lliat  she  was  nut  a 
State  oF  ihis  Union  when  she  gave  her  vote. 

Hr.  NORVKLL  said  lhat,  if  this  Union  hlinuld  ever 
receive  a  shock,  as  inlimsted  by  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
ncsHP,  it  would  arise  from  the  preclice  of  injcslice  by 
this  Government  towards  one  or  more  of  the  States  of 
the  confederacy*  and  not  from  the  righl  decision  of  such 
questions  as  the  one  new  pending.  The  reception  of 
the  votes  of  a  Stt'e  entitled  to  vote  for  the  Chief  Msgii- 
trate  of  the  nation,  by  whi<m  ^he,  as  well  ss  the  other 
Stsies,  was  to  be  (lovenied,  could  never  er.dHngtr  the 
Union.  The  result  oflhe  late  election*  he  knew,  could 
not  be  varied  by  the  voUs  of  Mictiigant  and  less  hazard 
would,  therefiire,  be  encounlered  at  this  time  in  proper- 
ly deciding  the  qoesiion  up  on  receivii  g  the  votes  of 
States  in  similar  eircumslancei  with  Michtgan,  ihiin  at  any 
other  lime.  The  case  of  Missouri,  quoted  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Tennessee  in  support  of  Ihe  second  resolution, 
was  not,  upon  this  point,  a  case  analogous  to  that  of 
Hichrgan.  Missouri  was  a  State  when  her  electors  were 
chosen,  but  she  was  nut  a  State  of  the  Union  when  the 
two  HouseR  (if  Congress  assembled  to  count  the  electoral 
votes  for  PreMdeni  and  Vice  President.  She  was  not 
sdmitted  until  some  months  afierwards;  but  the  State  of 
Indiana  did  present  a  precisely  analogous  case  to  that  of 
Mich  gan.  Indiana,  when  her  eh  cturs  were  chosen*  had 
formed  her  constitution  and  StHte  Governmenti  but  the 
was  not  admitted  into  the  Union  until  some  time  in  the 
Bucceeding  December.  She  became,  however,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union  before  the  electoral  votes  were  count- 
ed. When  the  two  Houses  Mscmbled,  and,  in  counting 
the  voter,  came  to  tliose  of  Indiana*  objection  waa  made 
to  their  reception.  1  he  two  Houses  separated.  Some 
diflcUB^on  arose  in  both  on  the  subjeeU  but,  before  the 
point  waa  directly  decided  by  either*  «  meHSsge  was  sent 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Senate,  that  they 
were  ready  to  proceed  in  the  count.  When  they  came 
together  again*  the  voles  vf  Indiana  were  counted,  antT 
recurdtd  among  the  electoral  votes  of  ibe  oiher  States. 


Such  is  exactly  the  situation  of  Michigan.  But  hi  luJ 
not  risen  to  provoke  debate.  His  object  niwmplyto 
[irotest  8gai:ist  Ihe  principle  of  Ihe  second  reaolutioa  re- 
ported by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  in  tik  flit 
himself  and  bis  colleague  the  poor  privilege  of  recardiif 
their  names  afj^insl  it.  He  did  not  know  thtt  Ibt; 
would  be  susuined  by  the  vote  of  any  other  Seailgr 
present. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  ihal  Ihe  committee  bad  fonovri  n- 
aclly  the  course  adopted  in  the  case  of  MitsouriisodAi 
Senators  from  Michigan  would  are  tliat  there  vutote 
no  ezclus  on  of  their  votei^  though  no  use  might  be  mule 
of  tliem.  Whether  they  were  countedor  nni,  tberewit 
wuuM  be  the  same.  Now,  when  gentlemen  reDcc'ed 
fur  a  moment  upon  tbe  operations  of  this  Gowrsniear, 
the  <lillicuities  to  be  settled*  the  important  i^ntdiaai 
pending,  ai.d  especially  the  one  u  to  the  electiooafs 
Chief  Miigibtrate,  Ihey  would  see  at  once  the  neceutyDf 
avoiding  doing  aity  thing  which  would  have  tlie  effect  of 
creatiii|r  exctiement,  or  throwing  any  difficulty  in  liw 
way  at  this  particular  juncture*  u  hen  they  vere  iboulto 
decide  on  so  very  important  a  question  as  would  hire  lo 
be  disppsed  of  on  Wednesday  m  xt. 

With  regard*  tlten*  lo  what  the  Senator  from  Uiebi* 
gan  [  Mr.  Nobtbll]  bad  said  as  to  Michigan  beisg  kik* 
larly  situated  to  Hiasouri  and  Indiana*  when  tbey  vers 
admitted  into  the  Union,  and  yet  they  were  pemiiKd 
to  vote,  be  could  not  agree  with  him.  The  ciw  of 
Michigan  was  not  exsctly  that  of  Missouri,  nnrlhUof, 
IiKltaiia.  The  act  of  Congress  passed  sdmitted  her  M '. 
certain  coiidilions,  and,  baui'g  accepted  lliuse  cw^ 
tion*,  iihe  became  a  State,  and  performed  all  her  fine-: 
tions  hb  a  State*  and  had  given  her  voles  for  President , 
and  Vice  Ptesident;  and  but  for  the  formality  of  ibis  rei- 
oluiion*  which  was  deemed  necessar}-  by  the  cnnoiitter,  < 
she  was  put  upon  precisely  the  same  footing  as  the  SUlM 
which  had  bten  meniiuncd.  Whilst,  then,  he  admitted 
there  was  some  slight  difference  between  the  esierf 
Michigan  and  thai  of  Missi  uri  and  of  Indiana,  be  could 
not  admit  thai  Michigan  should  vole*  except  in  ibemu*' 
ner  pointed  out  in  tl  e  reaulutieni  fur  he  tbwtiihl*  uiidtr 
all  the  circumstances  connected  wii  li  this  matter,  it  vwU 
be  bttter  to  t-ke  ihc  course  recommended  by  tU  cob- 
millee. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarkid  that,  not  withstanding  shil 
was  said  by  genUemen  to  Ihe  contrary*  during  ibe  de- 
bate on  the  admission  ot  Uich<gtin,  they  woulil  aowitt 
th»i  she  was  a  Stale,  de  facto,  at  the  time  she  farmed  her 
constitution.  Now,  if  Utey  applied  the  reason  orthil 
case  lo  this,  what  was  Ihe  reault?  Michigan  vsidoII 
Slate  in  this  Union  when  lier  Senators  were  rieettd,  net 
when  she  voted  for  President  and  Vice  President. 
case  was  really  a  clear  one,  and  any  reason  which  •ou" 
exclude  these  votes  ought  to  have  excluded  her  Sen- 
iors from  taking  their  seals  on  lids  Rour.  He  d>d  K* 
believe  lhat  doubtful  questions  of  this  kind  should  be 
waived t  and  this  question  should  be  fleltledktoitce.  He 
siiould,  therefore,  feel  himself  bound  to  vote  sfiinrt  tl>' 
resolution. 

Mr.  LYON  asked  wlwt  course  the  committee  vow 
h:ive  recommended  in  case  tite  vole  of  Michigan  bid  n- 
ried  the  result.  Would  Michigan  in  such  case  bedt- 
prived  of  her  vote?  Mr.  I.,  referred  to  the  vote  oriadi" 
ans,  which,  under  i,imilar  circumstances,  had  been  coun^ 
ed,  and  contended  that  Michigan  was  as  much  coliiW 
to  count  her  vote  as  was  the  State  of  Indian*  ^"f 
thought  tbe  Senate  would  not  make  bo  utyusi  a  ditcnw- 
nation  between  the  two  Stales  as  tbe  reaolution  cdntrf^ 
plated,  and  he  would  unite  with  bis  ctdteague  [  Vr.  i>» 
tkll]  in  protesting  against  it. 

Mr.  GKUNDY.  replied  tl«t  tbe  genllerosn  could  bJ 
expect  him  to  answer  a  question  which  the  wi^^J^ 
their  predecessora  hmd  nupn^vJeft^idalerniU* 


'er  a  question  wnicu  me  wu 
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What  might  be  done  under  the  circuntsiancei  tdrerted 
to  bjr  the  Senator  from  Mich'iKan,  ahould  they  ever  oc. 
citr«  the  witdom  of  the  day  must  decide. 

Hr.  PUBSTON  concurred  in  all  the  views  talien  by 
bi)  colleague  in  regard  to  this  questiuii.  He  conresaed 
bis  inibility  to  perceive  any  difference  between  admit- 
ting the  Senatnrs  to  take  their  seals  in  ttiat  budy,  and 
admilting  Micliigan  to  vote  as  the  oiher  States  of  the 
Union  would  vote  Lookinff  at  the  matter  in  every 
point  of  viewj  he  was  willing  that  she  should  be  allowed 
ta  vote. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  WEBSTER,  GRUM- 
DY,  and  CLAY, 

Tlie  qucbtiun  was  taken,  and  the  first  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  committee  was  adopted,  without  division; 
and  tbe  second  was  adopted:  Yeas  S4»  nays  9,  as  ful- 
kwi: 

Yeas— Uessrg.  Bayard,  Benton,  DIack,  Brown,  Bu- 
tbansn,  Clay,  Chyto"i  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ux- 
vii^  Ewing  uf  lIlintHS,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Grundy*  Hen* 
dricks,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Geor- 
gia, Kni(^t,  Linn,  Muore,  Nicholas,  Page,  Prentiss, 
Rives,  Robbins,  Uobinson,  Sevier,  Southard,  Swift,  Tip- 
ton, TumlitiMin,  Wriglil — 34. 

Nais — Messrs.  Calhtxin,  Fulton,  Lyon,  Morris,  Niles, 
Norvell,  Preston,  Walker,  Wall— 9. 

Some  struggle  took  place  as  to  the  order  uf  business. 

Ur.  BUCHANAN  expressed  his  hope  that  the  Uiid 
bill  would  be  taken  up,  and  some  final  disposition  made 
of  it,  lo  that  the  other  business  uf  the  country  might 
proceed. 

Hr.  WALKER  expressed  the  same  desire,  and  &aid 
that  it  vas  bis  intention  to  move  that  the  bill  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Ur.  WEBSTER  inquired  uf  Mr.  Walkbb  whether,  in 
Ibe  general  bill  reported  by  the  Utter  to-day,  there  was 
Bot  one  section  exactly  the  same  as  one  of  the  sections 
in  this  land  bill? 

Mr.  WALKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  then  observed  that  it  was  contrary  lo 
llie  rules  of  ibe  Senate  that  they  should  have  two  bilU 
before  them  at  the  same  time  fur  the  same  thing.  He 
bad  no  objection,  as  at  present  adviued,  to  the  principle 
to  which  the  section  related,  which  was  that  of  the  pow- 
er of  a  State  to  las  the  public  lands  within  its  bounds  as 
ioon  as  soltl,  and  made  the  inquiry  only  that  the  due  or- 
der of  business  might  be  preserved. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up 

THE  LAND  BILL. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Walk- 
is  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Linds, 

Hr.  WEBSTER  inquired  whether  the  motion  had  not 
been  to  recommit  the  bill»  with  all  the  amendments 
thert-to,  which  had  been  agreed  upon  in  the  Senate,  to 
the  Lund  Committee. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that,  by  a  rule  of  the  Senate,  when 
a  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  committee  which  had  re- 
ported it,  all  a'nendments  dropped,  oT  course,  and  it 
went  back  to  the  committee  in  itj  original  form. 

A  discussion  arose  on  the  point  of  order,  which  occu- 

Sied  tbe  Senate  fur  a  considerable  time,  but  which  was 
■wily  arranged  by  the  adoption  of  two  distinct  motions: 
one  to  recommit  the  bill,  (which  went  back  in  its  naked 
fbrmi)  and  another  to  commit  to  the  same  com-nittee  the 
several  amendmenls  made  thereto,  with  the  understand- 
ing  thjt  the  committee  would  not,  in  again  reporting  ihe 
bill,  change  the  great  and  leading  points  on  which  the 
Senate  had  come  to  a  deliberate  decision;  though,  on 
points  of  minor  consequence,  and  on  those  not  decided, 
Uiey  would  be  considered  u  at  liberty  to  modify  it  at 
pleanuv. 


Before  the  question  of  recommitment  was  decided  on, 
Mr.  CALHUUNaddressed  the  Senate.  I  sincerely  hope 
(said  Ur.  C.)  that  the  motion  lor  recommitment  will  nut 
prevail.  The  session  is  now  far  advanced;  but  a  single 
month  more  remain!>,  and  this  bill  has  already  occupied 
more  than  its  due  share  of  the  lime  and  attention  ol  the 
Senate.  The  discussion  which  it  has  undergone  tia.'ishnwn 
that  there  exists  in  this  body  a  great  diversity  of  opinion, 
not  on  the  details  nnly,  but  on  the  principle  uf  the  bill. 
A  lai^e  portion  of  the  Senate  are  under  the  impression 
that  nothing  ought  to  be  dnitet  and  among  tbe  residue 
who  are  in  favor  uf  some  bill,  the  dilTerenccs  of  opinion 
seem  to  be  irreconcileable.  If  we  recommit  the  bill,  the 
inevitable  consequence  will  be  that  we  shHil  have  a  new 
stt  of  propositions  to  amend  it,  and  a  vast  deal  of  time 
will  be  waited  in  vain  attempts  lo  reconcile  thingi  esscn- 
lidlly  irreconcileable.  Fur  myself,  I  believe  the  bill  to 
be  rad'Cally  wrung;  and  that  no  modificalions  which  it 
is  likely  lo  anume  can  ever  render  it  right.  I  tiad  in- 
tended to  say  something  on  the  general  subject,  but  it 
is  now  late,  and  I  forego  much  of  what  it  «  as  my  pur- 
pose to  have  submitted  to  the  Senate.  1  will,  bouever, 
as  briefly  as  possible,  throw  out  one  or  two  leading 
viejvs  in  regard  lu  it. 

The  proressed  object  of  this  bill  ts  to  restrict  the  sules 
of  the  public  land;  lo  put  down  speculation,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  accumulation  of  a  surplus  revenue.  Plausible 
objects,  I  admit,  and  such  as  smmd  well  to  the  ear;  but 
the  prictictl  operation  of  the  bill  which  promises  them 
will,  as  I  apprehend,  lead  to  results  very  different  in- 
deed. So  many  and  so  subtle  are  the  means  by  which 
those  in  p.>«er  are  able  to  fleece  the  community  with- 
out the  petjple  themselves  being  sensible  of  it,  that  the 
contemplation  of  it  is  almui>t  enough  to  make  any  luvcr 
of  his  country  despair.  1  have  long  been  sensible  uf 
this;  but  If  I  was  called  upon  to  select  an  instance  which 
more  than  others  forcibly  illustrates  the  truth  uf  the  re- 
mark, I  would  refer  any  one  who  doubted  to  the  pres- 
ent bill.  When  we  clusely  examine  its  provisions,  we 
shall  perceive  that,  so  far  from  repressing,  its  t/Fect 
will  be  to  secure  and  consummate  the  most  enormous 
speculation  which  has  ever  been  witnessed  on  this  con- 
tinent. This  speculation  has  been  produced  by  those  in 
power,  and  the  Urge  profits  they  hope  tn  realize  are  to 
be  consummated  by  the  passage  of  this  bill.  The  cliair- 
man  of  the  committee  himsrlf  has  told  the  Senate  that  a 
body  of  the  public  lands,  greater  in  extent  than  the 
largest  State  in  the  Union,  has  been  seized  upon  by 
speculators.  Tlie  Senator  fiom  Georgia  [Mr.  Kiso] 
states  the  amount  at  from  thirty  to  forty  mi. lions  oi  dol- 
lars. This  may  be  an  over  estimate,  but  at  the  lowest 
culciilatiun  the  amount  cannot  be  less  than  twmty-fivc 
mJiiiin^.  What  has  produced  this  vast  investment.' 
What  has  thus  suddenly  rendered  the  public  lands  an 
object  of  such  enormous  speculation'  What  but  the 
state  of  the  currenc)  ^  Our  circulating  medium  has 
nearly  doubled  within  the  apsce  of  three  years.  It  has 
increased  from  an  average  of  six  dollars  and  a  half  per 
,  hetid,  to  an  everage  of  ten  dollars.  And  what  has  been 
the  natural  and  the  inevitable  effect^  The  rise  in  the 
price  of  every  thing,  the  price  uf  which  is  not  kept 
down  by  some  legal  provision;  the  price  of  protisions 
and  of  labor  have  nearly  doubled,  while  tbe  price  ul  land 
has  continued  fixed  by  force  uf  Uv.  U  it,  then,  any 
tiling  Wonderful  that  Und  under  this  restraint  should 
have  become  an  object  of  speculation^  There  lies  the 
root  uT  the  evil.  This  cn'Tmous  angnen'ation  uf  the 
circuiting  medium  has  fiUeil  nil  the  channels  of  ordina- 
ry business  to  repletion,  and  the  ovei  flow  finds  an  outlet 
ill  speculation.  But  who  have  been  the  authors  of  this 
state  uf  things^  Every  Senator  can  answer  the  ques- 
tion. Every  body  knows  that  ib'ina  been  itbe  wurk 
of  tliOK  in  power,   iT^)rej»t5g«Lii!idQiMiSnem  in 
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1833.  Th^jr  were  diilinclly  toM  what  would  be  ihe 
rcMilt.  They  were  warned  thtt  bank  eapitil  would  in- 
crease*  and  with  it  the  circulation  of  paper  money;  but 
in  the  face  of  all  arj^ment  and  all  warning;,  ihe  experi- 
ment went  on.  The  only  exiittn^  diefik  which  had 
power  to  control  the  exceta'ive  issue  of  bank  paper  waa 
put  down.  The  drpositea  of  the  public  monry  were 
Iransrerred  Trom  where  Ihe  lawa  had  put  them,  and 
placed  in  drpaalle  banks,  arbitrarily  lelected  at  the 
will  or  Ihe  Executive.  The  authors  of  the  preaent 
state  or  things  are  the  rery  men  who  come  here  and 
propose  to  us  this  bill  at  a  remedy.  These  two  fiwts 
thoutd  be  put  tt^ther,  and  should  be  kept  together, 
in  (he  mind  of  every  Senator  who  will  form  a  right 
judgment  in  (his  malter.  The  removal  of  the  de- 
posiiea  was  the  first  step.  We  are  ftow  come  to  the 
second  step  in  the  process.  The  men  who  accomplished 
the  first  have  already  profited  by  it  pdtitically,  and,  if 
Twmor  speaks  true,  in  other'  w4ya  aUo.  Does  any  man 
here  entertain  a  doubt  that  high  officers  of  Ooremment 
hsTesised'those  depoaiteaas  instruments  of  apeculation 
in  the  public  Isnds'  Is  not  the  fact  notortous?  U  not 
one  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  the  Execulice 
among  tliose  the  most  deeply  concerned^  Will  this  be 
denied*  Is  it  not  well  known  that  several  officers  in  Ihe 
Departments  purchased  lands  to  sell  on  speculation, 
with  Ihe  funds  officially  under  their  own  control^  How 
Ihe  same  combination  of  persons  profited  poiiticslly  by 
the  same  movement,  1  shall  show  hereafter. 

Assuming*  then,  what  cannot  be  denied,  (hat  the  ex- 
cessive increase  of  the  circulating  medium  produced  by 
Ihe  experiment  is  the  main  csuse  of  these  speculations 
in  the  public^  Untt,  and  assuming,  on  the  authority  of 
universal  rumor,  that  high  functionaries  of  tlie  Oovern. 
ment  have  availed  thcmaelves  of  the  state  of  thingi  thus 
produced,  1  come  now  to  what  ia  my  main  propos'liop, 
namely,  that  this  bill  it  ealcalated  to  consummate  these 
plans  of  Bpecutalion,  and  that  withnut  this  measure,  or  ' 
something  equivalent  to  it,  they  must  end  in  loss. 

[Here  some  explanation  took  place  between  Mr.  Cil. 
BODH  and  Mr.  Walkxr,  as  to  Ihe  statements  msde  by 
the  latter  in  reference  to  the  probable  effect  of  (he  re- 
jeetion  nf  the  bill.] 

Well,  sir,  be  it  as  the  honorable  chairman  states.  He 
■ays  now  ihat^  if  this  bill  ahall  not  become  a  lav,  the  pur- 
cliates  of  the  public  land  will  continue  to  go  on  u  they 
have  done  for  the  la^it  year.  Admit  it,  and  what  must  be 
the  consequence'  Cannot  all  men  perceive  that  in  this,  as 
in  all  other  eases,  over  supply  must  operate  to  reduce 
the  priced  I'he  honorable  chairman  tells  us  ihat  the 
amount-of  land  rrquired  fur  fair  and  honest  gv  tile  men  I, 
by  the  progress  of  Ihe  country.  Is-  fii  e  milliuns  of  acres 
annually;  and  that  the  amount  taken 'upon  speculation 
last  year  was  thirty  millioni-  If  so,  then  there  is  already 
in  lite  hands  of  the  speculator*  a  aiz  years'  snpply. 
Should  all  the  land  offices  be  closed  tc-morrow,  the 
amount  these  speculators  hold  would  not  be  absorbed-by 
the  regular  demantls  of  the  t^ounti^  in  less  than  six 
years.  Now,  the  greater  part  of  these  larfre  purchases 
have  been  made  upon  loans;  the  interest  is  running  on; 
and  unlesa  the  aalca  shall  be  In  proportion,  do  not  all 
men  see  that  the  aecumulatlon  of  anproduetive  land  upon 
their  hands  must  infallibly  ruin  Ihnte  who  are  engaged 
in  such  apeculational  Under  such  ci'Cumstances,  the 
help  of  legiatation  ia  the  only  thing  that  can  relie%-e 
them.  I  repeat  it.  This  bill,  or  something  like  I(,  is 
imiifipensable.  It  ptits  a  finish  to  the  work.  The  land 
offices  being  left  open,  and  no  obstructions  thrown  in 
the  way  of  the  purchiise  for  settlement,  we  may  suppose 
that  one  half  of  the  five  millions  annually  rt  quired  wilt 
he  purchased  fh>m  the  •Gorcrnment.  'nure  will  then 
remain  but  two  and  ■  half  ihtlliunB  to  take  off  (he  thirty 
milhoas  stock  which  the  speculatori-  already  boiJ;  and 


at  this  rate  it  must  be  twelve  years  bef<ire  that  stock  can' 
be  disposed  of;  and  if  the  stuck  ia  to  be  augmented  bf 
new  and  large  purchases  during  the  present  year,  llw 
speculation  must  end  in  inevitable  ruin.  Thettrinifis 
plain;  it  cannot  be  denied;  it  admits  of  nodemonstrslion. 

What,  then,  is  resorted  to  to  prevent  this  diartrom 
cstaatrophe?  The  answer  is  found  in  the  deiails  of  thii 
hill.  And  I  entirely  concur  with  the  Senator  from  Mu- 
sacliusetis  [Mr.  Dins]  in  pronouncing  them  most  odious 
in  their  charscter.  No  American  citixen  is  to  be  left 
free  to  purchase  a  portion  of  the  public  domain,  the  prap< 
erty  of  the  whole  people  of  the  United  States,  vithsat 
a  license.  Yet,  before  he  can  buy  the  land  which  hii 
own  Government  lias  offered  for  sale,  he  must  first  take 
-  out  a  license.  Odious  ss  I  bold  all  licenseaupon  tbepren 
or  licenses  upon  trade,  1  hold  this  to  be  fully  as  obnot. 
ious  as  either.  A  license  to  purchase  Ihe  public  Undil 
I  cannot  buy  myself  a  farm,  though  I  have  the  mone;  in 
my  pocket,  till  i  pay  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre  for 
a  liecnae;  and  then  I  do  not  get  a  title  until  1  haveeon- 
plied  with' the  roost  dnerous  eonditionsi  and  if,  alter  1 
have  paid  my  money,  I  see  reason  to  ehsnge  my  nimi, 
I  cannot  leave  the  land  without  forfeiting  all  I  have  ps'td. 
if  1  find  the  situation  to  be  sickly.  I  cannut  rcmiis 
there  without  risking  the  lives  uf  my  family;  I  cannot  lell 
it  to  one  more  accustomed  to  the  climate,  without  incur- 
ring the  pain  of  perjury  as  a  speculator;  nor  can  I  re- 
move without  forfeitinif  the  purchase  money.  But  sup* 
posing  the  settler  remains,  he  is  required  to  consumroite 
his  title,  not  in  a  court  of  law  or  before  a  judic'sl  officer, 
but  before  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  district.  I 
do  not  know  how  Senators  from  the  new  States  may  feel, 
bul  this  I  know,  fiat  noth'ng  une'er  heaven  shall  induce 
me  to  place  Carolinians  in  such  circumstances.  Tbe  re- 
gisters and  receivers  of  a  land  office  to  be  judges  in  nnt> 
ters  of  real  estate!  Why,  sir,  these  person*,  for  tba 
most  part,  are  political  partisans.  They  have  obtaiMd 
their  offices  as  a  rewsrd  for  services  rendered  St  the 
election.  Has  not  the  doctrine  of  the  spoils  been  open- 
ly avowed  on  this  floor*  Has  it  not  been  unblushing 
maintained  that  the  party  which  obtains  a  politics)  tic- 
tory  has,  si  a  thing  of  course,  a  right  to  all  the  offices 
uf  the  State,  and  to  Ihe  public  money  into  Ibe  birgain, 
so  Ihat  they  may  control  it  entirely  for  their  own  btae- 
fit?  I  have  a  right,  therefore,  to  assume  that,  "■.X^"! 
eral  thing,  the&e  registers  and  receivers  will  be  political 
partisans.  What,  then,  wilt  be  the  condition  of  a  large 
portion  of  our  citizens?  Allowing  the  consumption  vl 
public  lands  to  be  two  and  a  half  millions  of  acres  s  ;rsr, 
you  will  have  about  a  hundred  thousand  voters,  Ibe  title 
to  whose  earthly  all  will  be  in  the  hands  of  tbeK  regis- 
ters and  receivers.  Can  any  thing  be  conceived  ww* 
odious?  Would  Ihe  license  «f  the  press  itself  be  a  laesB- 
tire  more  hateful  or  dangerous?  Sir,  we  have  spent 
too  much  time  hi  considering  so  mbnslrous  aproposmh 
I  httpe  we  shil!  not  waste  upon  it  another  moment.  _ 

Dut,  putting  the  political  effects  of  ihis  bill  out  of  veiw, 
let  uS  inqiHre  whst  will  be  its  morsl  influence.  Tbe 
Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wkioht]  told  us  that  he 
considered  the  price  of  public  land  as  Mready  toobiflhi 
and  Ihat  he  was  avene  to  placing  it  Mill  higher. 
these  were  hia  wordit  but  let  us  look  at  the  fiicc  of  ths 
bill;  its  practical  effect  will  be  an  enormous  increase  n 
the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  public  domain;  1  put  lo  anf 
man  of  sound  common  sense,  whether  he  hsd  not  raiber 
give  two  dollars  an  acre  at  once  for  his  farm,  snd  gft  s 
good  title  fur  his  land  without  further  d  fficulty?  I 
would,  mo»t  certainty.  Consider  the  terms  on  which  M 
must  buy  I  the  moment  he  enters  hia  land  under  this  bill, 
it  becomes  subject  to  Slate  taxatiooi  bul  if  he  bu}-s  fmn 
the  speculators  it  will  nut  be  so.  The  entire 
lahd  purehned  Isat.jrear,  and  iiuhlding  some  of  ibe  best 
paru  of  the  public  dtpim  ^  kw®©gl^  " 
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tuution,  while  bud  purchased  rrom  the  Government 
Diut  inimedUtely  be  taxed-  Whit  chance  will  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  Unda  have  against  siich  «  competition  >  None 
at  allf  the  qieeulaton  will  have  the  complete  monopoly. 
Tbi%  then,  ia  g  queition  between  the  Goveivment  and 
the  specuUtora.  Ouratock  la  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miilioni^  theira  ia  thirty  millions;  our  Isnd  is  st  a  doIUr 
and  a  quarter,  (heirs  is  at  not  less  than  ttiree  dullursi  am) 
here  a  a  fair  conipetitton.  But  tb's  bill  comes  in,  and 
throws  the  market  into  the  bands  of  the  speculators.  In 
any  other  than  these  extrtor^nary  time^  one  would  uip- 
poce  that  theas  objections  must  be  fatal  to  any  bill.  It  is 
moat  obvious  that  unlcaa  you  throw  restrictions  round 
the  purchase  of  land  from  the  United  Slates,  the  object 
•f  the  speculators  must  be  defeated. 

But  we  are  asked,  what  is  to  be  done  with  all  this 
ipecuUtionf  I  answer,  let  it  alone,  and  it  will  run  down 
of  itieir.  The  times  will  react — the  present  stale  of 
thills  is  artificial — it  cannot  posiibly  continue.  Specu- 
IstioD,  after  it  bsa  run  ita  course,  will  run  down,  and  tliat 
with  far  less  injury  than  will  result  from  any  attempt  to 
put  it  down  by  legislation.  If,  however,  you  do  le^ia' 
bte,  there  are  many  expedients  besides  that  proposed  in 
tbii  bill.  In  the  first  place,  you  may  raise  the  price  of 
the  public  lands.  This,  to  be  sure,  will  confer  a  grrat 
benefit  on  those  who  have  already  purchased;  but  it  will 
check  future  speculation.  I  have,  however,  no  idea 
that  any  aucb  measure  will  be  resorted  to;  it  would  be 
ver^  UBpopulart  and  the  fdiject  which  gentlemen  have 
in  view  nusi  be  secured  without  the  lou  of  personal 
popultriiy.  Then,  >n  the  second  plice,  you  may  sliut 
Ihe  land  ofRc  es.  This  expedient,  however,  would  he 
liable  to  the  same  objections  with  the  other;  for  you  can 
hit  upon  nune  which  will  not  either  be  inoperative  alto> 
gclber,  or  of  great  advantage  to  those  who  have  already 
purcliaaed.  My  opinion,  in  regard  to  the  public  lands, 
hu  undergone  a  great  change  during  the  course  of  this 
debate.  I  thought  there  was  a  majority  in  this  Senate 
vho  would  resolutely  object  loall  rush  changes  in  our 
Uod  s)*item.  I  hoped,  most  confidently,  that  New  Rng- 
laod  at  iMSt  would  have  stood  fast,  I  have  been  disap* 
pcHBted.  I  hoped  that  the  public  lands  would  not  be 
<lrawn  into  our  political  contests.  But  in  this,  loo,  I  have 
been  enlirely  disappointed.  I  ace  that  llie  era  baa  arri- 
ved when  our  Urge  eapit»Usta  are  in  t  fair  way  to  seise 
upon  the  whole  body  of  the  public  lands.  Thia  has  com* , 
pelled  a  great  change  to  take  place  in  my  mind.  1  greatly 
feir  that  we  have  reached  the  time  when  the  public  do- 
Buin  is  lost  to  the  Government  for  all  useful  purposes. 
We  may,  indeed,  receive  some  amount  of  revenue  from 
it,  but  it  win  be  accompanied  with  aucb  agiialions^and  so 
nucb  trouble  and  political  corruption,  iMt  the  gain  will 
not  coapenaate  fur  the  evil  incurred.  I  have  made  up 
■9  nind,  if  a  fair  coneeasion  can  be  made,  to  concede 
<be  whole  to  the  new  Stales,  on  some  fixed  and  well-con- 
■idered  coodttion,  I  am  fur  transferring  the  whole,  on 
Ihe  condition  that  they  shall  pay  us  a  certain  per  cent, 
of  tbe.proceeds,  and  submit  to  the  necessary  limitations 
•sto  the  mode  of  bringing  the  lands  into  the  market. 
The  present  system  of  sale  not  to  he  disturbed  for  some 
Ton,  and  after  that  the  principle  of  graduation  to  be 
pnidently  introduced.  I  nave  always  Telt  the  furce  of 
(be  aigunent  that  the  new  States  are  not  now  placed 
npoa  an  equal  footio{>  with  the  other  members  of  the 
confederacy.  Ifiey  are  full  of  our  land  ofScers  and  of 
pnbQc  ofBecn  under  our  control;  and  in  rrgard  to  the 
ml  within  their  limits,  tbey  lustain  to  ua  a  relation  which 
Mat  ever  be  productive  of  discontent  and  agitation. 
*l^her  a  thing  of  this  kind  can  safely  be  done,  1  do 
not  know;  but  of  this  1  am  fully  persuaded,  that  such  a 
measure  would  be  infinitely  better  than  the  scheme  pro- 
P<>Kd  in  Ibis  bill.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
ine  Public  Lands  lias  avowed  bis  own  earnest  belief  that 
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the  evils  of  the  existing  slate  of  thing*  are  such  that  even 
a  bill  like  this  should  be  resorted  to  as  a  preferable  al- 
ternative. He  considers  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  as  a 
great  evili  (and  to  do  1,  ton,  if  it  ia  >o  be  permanent.) 
And  his  dread  of  a  surplus  Is  so  great  that  it  liaa  prevent- 
ed him  from  regarding  ihe  details  of  this  bill  as  I  am  pe^ 
suaded  he  would  have  done,  but  for  the  biai  thui  pro> 
duced. 

With  these  views,  1  conclude  by  expressing  my  hope 
that  Ihe  bill  will  not  be  recommitted,  but  llmt  we  shall 
either  reject  It,  or  suffer  it  to  sleep  by  laying  it  upon  ttw 
table. 

The  queation  was  then  taken  on  the  rrcommitm^l  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  33,  nays 
30,  as  follows: 

TiAS-^Messrs.  Denton,  Black,  Cuthben,  Dana,  Ew- 
ing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard, 
Ring  of  Alabams,  King  of  Georgis,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Hoore,  Nicholas,  Niirs,  Nurvell.  Rives,  Robinson,  Rug- 
gles,  Sevier,  Walker,  Wright— 33. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Kr^h^ 
Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  White— 30. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOXBAT,  FlBBValT  6.  . 
ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  TIPTON  said  lhat  he  was  requested  to  present  Kt 
the  Senate  two  memorials,  s'gned  by  citizens  of  Car- 
roll and  White  counties,  in  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  praying 
Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
These  petitions  [said  he)  are  printed  papers,  couched  in 
language  both  decorous  and  respectful,  and  aigned  by  cit- 
icensof  great  respectability.  lacknowIedgefsaidMr.T.) 
Ihe  right  uf  the  people  to  petition  Congress  for  a  redreaa 
of  their  grievances  and  I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty,  aaono 
of  their  repreaentaiives  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  to 
present  their  petitions,  .ind  to  ssk  for  them  a  respectful 
consideration;  but  I  fetl  it  to  be  due  to  the  petitioner^ 
to  the  Senate,  and  to  myself,  to  stale,  respectfully  but 
firmly,  that  my  reflections  on  this  subject  have  brought 
me  to  to  a  conclusion  very  diflcrent  from  that  which 
they  seem  to  have  arrived  at. 

1  am  unable  to  perceive,  air,  whence  it  ia  that  Con- 
gress derives  the  power  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Our  forefathers,  in  framing  the 
federal  constitution,  recognised  the  existence  of  slavery 
in  a  portion  of  the  Slates  of  this  confederacy,  by  permit- 
ting slaves  to  be  enumerated  in  appoitioning  representa- 
tives on  the  floor  of  Congreu.  Every  attempt  made  by 
citizens  of  the  noii-slaveholding  Statea  to  diaturb  the 
rights  of  our  neighbora  to  this  apccist  of  property  dis- 
tracts the  peace  of  the  country  and  endangers  the  eitist- 
ence  of  the  Union. 

It  is  contended  that  Congress  has  exclusive  legislation 
over  the  District  of  Columbia.  If  that  be  granted,  it  ia 
but  a  delegated  and  limited  power,  not  original,  deriva- 
tive. Slavery  existed  in  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  other 
Slate*,  before  the  federal  constitution  was  adoptedi  sla- 
very then  belonged  exclusively  to  the  several  8tate% 
and  there  it  still  remainst  their  entering  into  the  Union 
did  not  yield  to  the  Federal  Government  any  right  to 
interfere  with  the  question  of  slavery  within  the  Statet 
or  in  thia  District.  The  States  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
ceded  to  the  Federal  Qovemmeiit  thia  ten  miles  square, 
called  the  District  of  C<^umbia,  ibraBeatofOoTerament; 
and  granted  to  Congress  exclusive  legialatire  powers 
over  It  for  that  purpose.  This  power  was  given  to  Con- 
greas  by  the  Slatia  for  special  purposes,  and  is  Hmitcd, 
from  the  very  nature  or  the  grant.^-pongreas.cannot 
abolish  the  right  of  trial  jjtg^^bjglj^y  oT 
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the  press,  nor  esUbliiili  a  nationiil  church,  ll>ifi  District, 
any  more  thin  in  my  of  the  Stales;  nor  do  I  believe  thnt 
Congress  has  a  r>ght  to  interfere  witli  slavery  in  Ibe  Dis- 
trict, while  VirgiiiM  and  Maryland  continue  to  be  tiave 
Stales. 

Were  it  possible  that  the  petilroners  could  eflcct  their 
object,  and  abolish  slavery  in  ttie  District  uf  Columbio, 
they  would  erect  ■  receptabte  in  the  midst  t>f  two  slave- 
holding  States  for  ranalicii,  abolitionists,  and  lunaway 
slaves,  who  would,  from  their  strungliold  here,  spnad 
disMlisfaction,  death,  and  destruction,  through  the  sur- 
rounding country.  Could  the  States  who  ceded  the 
Disfflct  have  anticipated  such  a  result,  Ihty  never  would 
bave  ceded  it  to  the  United  Slates.  Mr.  T.  said  he  was 
happy  in  being  able  to  state  to  the  Senate  thai  there 
were  but  iltirty-three  names  signed  to  these  petition", 
and  that  he  hoped  and  believed  that  there  was  but  a 
small  portion  of  his  constituents  in  f^vor  uf  the  course 
that  the  petitioners  recommended;  that  be  1i>ought  it 
WW  best  to  meet  Ihia  question  fairlyt  and,  taking  the 
suggestion  of  an  honorable  Senator  from  Vircinia,  nut 
now  here,  [Mr.  Tyler,]  he  would  move  to  refer  these 
petitiona  to  the  Commiitee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Let  that  committee  give  us  a  rrport  lliat  will  present  a 
full  and  fair  view  of  the  subjt  ct.  1'hi<>,  he  thoitghl, 
would  quiet  the  public  mind.  This  course  was  adopted 
■ome  years  ago,  when  Congress  was  overrun  with  peli* 
tions  for  stopping  the  mail  on  Sunday.  I'lie  memorials 
vere  referred  to  the  appropriate  commiiiee,  and  one 
able  report  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  had  put 
that  exciting  subject  to  rest,  as  he  hoped,  furevtr. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  the  hope  that  a  question 
would  be  made  on  the  reception  of  the  petiliunn.  He 
insisted  ih%t,  if  an  objection  should  be  made  to  the  re- 
ception of  a  petition,  it  was  the  rule,  and  for  forty  years 
had  been  the  practice  of  the  Senate,  to  lake  the  vote  of 
reception,  without  a  motion  not  to  receive,  lie  read 
the  rule  on  Ihia  point,  which  blaled  that,  if  Ihtre 
was  a  cry  of  the  House  to  receive,  and  no  objectiun 
should  be  made,  or  if  the  House  were  sileni,  the  recep- 
tion would  tike  place  of  course.  Otherwise,  a  vole 
must  be  taken  on  its  reception.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  in 
vain  insisted  on  Ibis  at  the  last  session.  He  hoped  the 
Chair  would  now  sustain  the  rule,  before  Mr.  C.  would 
be  compelled  to  more  a  non-reception. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  said  he  supposed  the  question 
before  the  Senate  was,  as  a  matter  of  course,  whether 
the  petition  should  be  rccei\ed. 

The  CHAIR  was  underbtuod  to  say  that  the  practice 
which  thus  rendered  a  simple  objection  nugutory,  and 
required  a  motion  not  to  receive,  waa  erroneous. 

Mr.  EWING.  Such  is  my  opinion  as  to  the  rules  of 
this  body.  But  I  rise  to  express  my  regret  that  any  «ib- 
jectioD  IS  made  to  the  reception  of  these  petitions.  I 
last  year  expressed  a  most  decided  opinion  against  the 
passage  of  a  taw  which  should  carry  into  efiect  the 
prayer  of  these  petitioner);  and  my  opinion  is  still  un< 
changed.  I  am  a  citizen  ot  a  Slate  in  which  slavery  is 
not  sidmilted,  and  all  my  habits,  and  fet:lii)g*,  and  opin- 
ions, are  averse  to  it,  both  in  principle  and  practice; 
but  I  did  not  then  think,  and  1  do  not  now  lliink,  that  cur 
Kational  Legialature  ought  to  interfere  with  the  subject. 
They  ought  not  to  interfere  with  it,  for  it  would  exHcer- 
bate  sectional  feelingii,  which  ought  lo  be  ssGuaged 
rather  than  excited)  and,  injustice  lo  the  people  of  the 
District  itself,  it  ought  not,  fur  they  are  in  the  midst  of 
a  slaveholding  population,  surrounded  with  it  on  all 
sides.  They  themselves  have  been  bred  up  in  the  same 
habits.  We  canno',  therefore,  as  ju^t  legislators,  act 
for  these  people  in  a  most  important  matter,  involving 
their  aocial  condition,  according  to  the  opinions  and 
wishes  of  those  who  are  entire  strangers  to  ihcm  and 
their  condiUon,  and  against  their  own  feelings  and  will. 


We  did  not  receive  a  cess'un  of  this  territury  from  the 
S'ates  to  which  they  bclnngtd  for  any  such  purpoie;  nnr 
would  such  a  measure  be  an  act  of  humanity  toward  the 
slave,  but  the  reverae.  It  wouk)  not  give  liberty  lo  ne 
human  being.  II  such  a  law  were  about  to  pav,  all  H  e 
slaves  in  the  District  would  be  hurried  outofiiiiiKl 
sold  to  Ibe  rice  and  sugar  planters  in  the  South;  w  tint 
the  cause  of  humanity  would  not  be  subserved  by  H.  I 
have  Iherefore  been,  and  am  still,  upposcd  to  tbe  prsjcr 
of  these  petitioners. 

Having  expressed  once  mote  my  views  on  this  wbjrc*, 
Twill  further  say  tlut,  in  my  opinion,  great  injustice  bi 
been  done  to  these  petitioners,  here  and  elsewlierr. 
They  are  not  incendiariec,  but  an  orderly,  quiet,  con- 
:  scientious  part  of  the  community.  The  opinioni  ahich 
I  expressed  last  year— the  same  which  1  now  briefly  re- 
peat— went  abroad  to  them,  and  were  not,  si  \  tnt 
heard,  objected  to;  tiny  allow  the  same  frecdoia  of 
opinion  which  ihey  demand,  and  which  I  claim fw them; 
and  let  me  add  that  thry  are  much  mistaken  «bo  expect 
to  put  down  opinion  by  harbhnrss  or  proscription.  Tl* 
refiisnl  lo  receive  these  petitiona  is  considered  a«  a  de- 
ntal of  a  conslttutional  right,  and  Hie  tendency  of  our 
course  here  is  lo  blend  the  constitutional  ri^bl  ol  pt- 
tilion  with  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dislrict.  TJw 
ctFect  of  this  is  easily  foreseen. 

!  hope,  sir,  that  these  petitions  will  be  received,  iml  , 
referred  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  that  a  report  coniaia- 
ing  reason  and  argument  will  be  made  by  that  commii- 
iee, and  go  abroad  to  the  people.  It  would  hate  ■ 
belter  iffect  on  the  public  mind  than  barslmcsi  eilUr 
of  action  or  expression  here. 

Mr.  TIPTON  said,  when  he  presentid  the  meiBoristf, 
he  thought  the  ufual  course  would  be  pursuedjbullie 
was  satifcfied  with  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  U0R1U8,  in  order  lo  obviale  any  possible  diffi- 
culty, moved  that  the  petition  be  received. 

Mr.  SWIFr  said  he  thought  the  same  respecloti^' 
to  be  paid  to  petitioners  on  Ihia  as  on  any  other  vAytt. 
The  kind  of  opposition  which  there  petilions  had  mti 
with  on  their  presentation  had  very  much  increased  tte 
eicilement,  in!>tead  of  putting  it  down;  and  lie  ilierefnrc 
regarded  itasan  improper  course,  if  such  were  theobjKt. 

In  Mr.  S's  S  ate,  these  petitioners  were  imong  the 
most  respectable;  and  be  iKcrcfore  felt  unwilHrc  io 
have  them  branded  here  as  fanatics  and  incendiintf. 
They  might  be  mistskcn;  but  they  were  as  intelligent  ithJ 
honcbt  as  any  other  people. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  his  salisfaclion  at  the  df- 
cision  of  the  Chair.    He  hoped  tbe  old  mode,  whicK  hid 
been  uniformly  practised  till  within  fixe  cr  six 
would  now  be  pursued. 

The  CHAIR  was  umlerstood  lo  fay  that  anobjectw" 
was  alone  sufficient  to  produce  the  question  on  rcerp- 
lion. 

Several  petitions  were  then  presented  on  the  »«« 

subject — 

By  Mr.  MOttlHS:  A  petition  from  2,265  ladies  of  Ohioi 
a  pclit'on  from  3,710  eleclois  of  the  State  of  Oliioiip*- 
tilion  from  780  eltcliTs  of  Cu>ahr>ga  county,  Ohioispe- 
tilion  from  a  number  if  the  electors  of  Lapone,  Indian*; 
also,  two  petitions  from  the  Stale  of  Tennessee,  one 
from  108  ladies  and  the  other  fr>  m  IG7  men;  all  PfJ'Jf 
f^r  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  ihe  aiave  trade  in  tw 
D'l^iricl  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  GKUNbYatked  the  gentleman  from  Ol>io[>t'- 
Moanisjto  file  willi  the  petitions  the  letter  which  en- 
closed to  him  the  two  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  MORKiS  ra  d  that  the  Tenncasee  petitions  were 
enclosed  in  a  letur  from  ibe  Stale  of  Tennesare,  lo  » 
citizen  of  Ohio,  by  whom  they  were  enclost  d  lo  bim. 

Mr.  WHITE  ask  ed  for  iSp-paire  t»f  ,tbe  person  ■ 
Tennessee  who  ba^i^gg^ 
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Mr.  MORRIS  did  nnt  recolkcl  ttie  ntmr,  tnd  had 
not  brouglit  the  It-ttrr  with  him.  fie  did  nut  know  the 
person  who  wrote  the  letter,  but  Itad  noticed  that  ii 
was  pott-mtrked  in  Tenneuee.  As  to  the  citizen  u\ 
Ohio  who  had  enclosed  the  prtiiioni  to  bim,  he  luul  be^n 
«'«urcd  by  a  member  of  the  other  House,  who  knew  him, 
that  he  was  a  man  of  the  highest  respectability,  and  that 
his  word  might  be  perfi-cily  relied  on. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  lie  had  five  memnrlaU  to  pre- 
sen),  from  two  hun<)red  and  twenty-nine  ladies  of  Bucka 
eouDty,  Pennsylnnia,  and  two  memoriaU  from  sixty-one 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphis, 
asking  Coofcress  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
within  ihe  District  of  Columbia. 

Whilst  presenting  these  memorialD,  he  would  say  that, 
in  taking  a  retrospect  of  the  course  nlixh  lie  had  pur- 
siied  at  the  last  session  in  relation  to  this  subject,  it  now 
met  his  entire  and  cordial  approbation.  He  believed 
that  llie  discusuon  which  then  took  place  in  this  body 
hail  been  of  essential  service  !n  directing^  the  public 
mind  to  this  question.  Its  true  nature  was,  he  thought, 
now  well  understood  in  the  Slnie  which  he  had,  In  pari, 
Ihe  honor  to  represent,  lie  was  convinced  that,  at  this 
time,  inie  poHcy  would  forbid  any  ftirtliCr  discussion  of 
this  question.  We  should  now  avoid  tzcitemen',  and 
leave  (he  question  to  the  sober  good  sense  of  the  people. 

He  would  vote  in  favor  of  receiving  these  memorials, 
and,  after  ^they  were  received,  he  should  move  to  Uy 
>  them  on  the  table.  This  mution  would  prec'ude  discus- 
sion, and  that  was  what  he  desired.  IF,  however,  a 
majority  of  llie  Senate  should  prefer  again  to  reject  the 
prayer  of  these  memorials,  and  any  Senator  would  make 
that  ir>oiion,  he  should  sgain  cheerfully  lote  as  he  had 
done  before.  But  sucb  a  motion  might  had  to  a  pro- 
tracted debate,  which  he  thuught  ought  to  be  avoided. 
For  bimseir,  he  had  now  said  all  he  intended  to  say  on 
tliis  qiiet-lion  during  the  present  session. 

Hr.  MORRIS  said  the  course  with  which  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  had  just  e^iprrssetl  himself  satisfied 
had  greatly  increased  the  number  of  such  petitioners  In 
Ohi'i*  and  bad  caused  Ihe  organization  of  abolition  so- 
cieties in  almost  every  county  in  Ihe  State,  all  contend- 
ing for  the  rigtit  of  the  petitioners  to  be  heard,  although 
miny  disagreed  as  to  the  object  of  the  petitioners.  Mr. 
M.  urged  that  ihe  best  and  only  way  to  quiet  agitation 
on  the  subject,  and  prevent  the  incresse  ot  abolitionists, 
was  for  a  committee  to  make  a  full  repor',  which  might 
be  distributed  over  the  country.  Mr.  M.  would  vole  to 
print  any  number  of  such  a  report.  The  people  of  the 
West,  he  maintained,  were  a  reflecting,  reading,  think- 
ing* judging,  prudi'nt  people;  and  the  great  body  of 
tbeae  petititiners,  as  for  as  he  knew  them,  were  prnfes- 
sori  of  religion,  who  acted  on  conscientious  principles; 
and  it  was  impossible  to  turn  aside  tlieir  zeal,  even  if  it 
was  mis-lirected,  by  merely  refusing  to  liear  them  and 
answer  their  requests. 

Mr.  M.  declared  his  belief  that  not  one  of  the  peti- 
tioners wished  for  the  abolition  of  sUvery  by  force  or 
nolencr.  O  i  the  contrary,  citizens  of  the  free  Slates 
would  be  ready  to  aid  in  suppressing  any  rucIi  violence 
in  their  sister  S'ales.  Still  it  was  impossible  to  stop  Ihe 
progress  uf  human  inqtiiry  on  this  as  on  every  other  sub- 
ject; and  the  public  mind  ought,  thtrefore,  aa  lar  ks  pos- 
sible, to  be  enlightened. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  remarked  that  he  extremely  regret- 
led  that  this  subject  had  been  brought  before  the  Senate 
tt  this  Ute  period  of  the  session.  It  must  be  recollected 
tliat  a  very  decisive  vote  liad  been  giren  in  this  body,  at 
the  last  session,  expreuive  of  their  determination  nut  to 
■ct  upon  petitions  of  a  eharacter  similar  to  those  which 
have  just  been  presented;  and  he  cuuld  not  but  feel  a 
deep  regret  that  this  subject  was  now  brought  forward — 
a  subject  cakuUtod  to  produce  great  excitcmeni(  here 
sod  elicwhere. 


But  as  members  of  this  Senate  had  been  charged  with 
the  presentation  of  memorialH,  he  could  not  but  regret 
that  the  honoruble  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  in< 
terpnsed  any  objection  to  the  reception  of  these.memori- 
als.  He  believed  that  the  course  pursued  at'the  last 
session  was  the  proper  and  orrect  course;  and  that  he 
fully  concurred  in  the  views  of  the  Legislature  of  New 
Hampshire  in  relation  to  this  absorbing  subject,  When 
lie  ruse  tu  address  the  Semte,  he  supposed  that  he  had 
in  his  drawer  a  paper  containing  a  printed  copy  of  a 
preamble  and  resolutions  which  had  been  adopted  by  a 
j^reat  majority  uf  the  Legislature  of  his  native  Slate.  He 
intended  to  have  called  for  their  reading,  as  the  preamble 
and  resuluiions  vet  jT  fully  express  his  own  sentiments  and 
his  own  feclingfi,  but  he  had  not  been  able  to  put  his 
hand  upon  the  paper;  and  as  not  many  days  can  elapse 
before  he  can  be  furnished  with  an  ofRcial  copy  of  ths 
document  to  which  he  had  referred,  he  would,  on  pre- 
seiniDg  them  to  the  Senate,  avail  himself  of  the  opporiu* 
nity  to  ex[>re8s  his  concurrence  tlierewith.  He  had  no 
doubt  as  to  the  course  the  Senate  ought  to  pursue.  Hii 
own  views  upon  this  subject  he  bad  very  fully  expressed 
at  the  last  session  of  the  Senate.  Tie  had  reflected  upon 
the  opinions  he  then  advanced,  and  he  had  seen  no  cause 
for  regret  at  the  grounds  then  tuken  by  hitn. 

lie  then  helievnl,  and  he  still  believe^  that  no  beneficial 
results  would  attend  the  action  of  Congress  upon  thesub- 
ject  of  slavery  in  the  Dialrict  of  Colombia.  In  his  opin- 
ion, an  evil  rather  than  a  good,  would  be  the  eflTect  of 
any  action  on  the  part  of  Congress.  He  was  so  well  satis* 
Tied  with  ihe  disposition  of  the  memorials  presented  at 
the  last  ^etigion,  for  the  abolition  ofsUveryin  this  District, 
that  if  the  memorials  now  presented  should  be  received, 
and  his  friend  frnm  Pennsylvania  should  not  renew  the 
motion  which  he  then  made,  to  reject  the  prayer  of 
these  petitions,  be  would  himself  present  such  a  motion 
as  a  million  to  lay  (he  whole  mass  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  thought  it  very  desirable  that 
the  Senate  and  the  S<<ulh  should  know  in  what  manner 
these  petitioners  spoke  of  Southern  people.  For  this 
purpose  he  had  selected,  from  the  numerous  petitions 
on  the  table,  two,  iudijcrimiiialely,  which  lie  wi^thed  the 
Secretary  to  read. 

[These  two  petitions  vere  read,  and  proved  to  be 
rather  more  moderate  in  their  language  than  usual.] 

Such  is  the  langti»ge  (said  Mr.  C.)  with  which  they 
characterize  us  and  ours.  That  which  was  the  basis  of 
Soutlieri:  inslitutionii,  ind  whtch  could  not  be  dispensed 
without  blood  and  massacre,  was  denounced  asnnfu)  and 
outrageous  on  the  rights  of  men.  And  all  this  was  pro- 
claimed, in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales,  of  Sutea 
that  were  united  togt:ther  fur  the  purpose  of  maintaining 
their  institutions  in  a  more  perfect  manner.  Were 
Southern  members  tu  sit  quietly  and  hear  themselves  de- 
nounced in  this  manner^  And  if  they  should  speak  at 
all  under  these  circtimsiances,  were  they  to  be  de- 
nounced  as  agitHtors^  This  institution  existed  when 
the  constitution  was  formed;  and  vet  Senators  would  not 
only  sit  and  receive  Ibem,  but  were  ready  to  throw  blame 
on  those  who  opposed  them. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  did  not  belong  to  the  school  of  those 
win  believed  that  agitations  of  this  tort  cnuld  be  quieted 
by  concessions;  on  the  contrary,  he  maintained  all  usurp- 
ations sliduld  be  resisted  in  the  beginning;  and  those 
who  would  not  do  so  were  prepared  to  be  slaves  them- 
selves.  Mr.  C.  knew,  and  had  predicted,  that  if  the  pe- 
titions  were  received,  it  would  not  avail  in  ulisfving  the 
peliiiuners;  but  they  would  then  be  prepared  for  llie 
next  f>tep,  to  compel  action  upon  the  petitions.  Mr.  C. 
would  aak  Southern  gentlemen  if  they  did  not  aee  the 
second  <^trp  prepared  to  be  taken,  not  only  that  tlie  p& 
titions  should  be  rec*ivtd,  but  referred. 

Hr.  C.  bud  told  Mr.  BDCHAXav^i^-j^&i^^i^  taat 
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yekr,  that  they  were  taking  an  impoulble  positlont  tnd 
hid  uid  thdt  theie  men  wniitd,  at  thii  kmiop,  prew 
m  rt-ference.  Were  we  now  lo  be  told  lhat  thii  s(  C^n(^ 
concesMrin  would  Mlisry  this  incendiary  B|>iril?  Such 
was  the  very  posi'ion  (a  reference)  at  which  the  other 
House  arrived  nt  the  lait  araVion.  Had  Ihc^  at  all  qttieled 
the  spirit  or  abolition^  On  the  contrary,  it  had  caused  it 
to  opread  wider  and  strike  its  roots  t.till  drepfr.  The 
next  step  would  be  to  produce  discussion  and  argnment 
on  the  subject.  Mr.  C.  insisted  that  the  South  had  sur- 
rendered essentially  by  permittinfif  the  petitions  lo  be  re- 
ceived. He  said  it  was  time  for  the  South  to  lake  her 
aland  and  reject  the  pelitioni.  He  ^onscientimisly  be< 
lieved  that  Congreta  were  as  much  under  obligation  to 
act  on  the  subject  as  they  were  to  receive  the  petitions; 
and  that  Ihey  had  just  as  good  a  right  to  abolish  bl^very 
in  (he  States  as  in  this  District. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  decision  of  th=  Chiir  settled  the  ques- 
tion that  the  Senate  had  a  right  to  refuse  to  receive  the 
petitions;  for,  if  ihey  had  a  right  In  vole  at  all  on  the  sub- 
ject, they  had  (he  right  to  vote  in  the  negjlivej  and 
to  yield  thii  point  wu  lo  yield  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  abolition ista,  at  the  expenae  of  the  Senate.  But  it 
waa  in  vain  to  argue  on  the  subject.  Mr.  C.  would 
warn  Southern  members  to  take  their  stand  on  this  point 
without  concession.  He  had  foreseen  and  predicted  this 
atate  of  ihinits  three  years  ago,  as  a  legilimate  result  of 
the  force  bill.  All  this  body  were  now  opposed  to  the 
object  of  theae  petition^.  Mr.  C.  saw  where  all  origi- 
nated—at the  very  bottom  of  soeitly,  among  the  lowest 
and  most  ignoranti  but  it  would  fioon,  and  rise  higher 
and  higher,  till  it  should  ascend  the  pulpit  and  the 
schools,  where  it  had,  indeed,  arrived  alreadyt  thence 
it  would  mount  up  to  this  and  the  oiher  House.  The 
only  way  to  resist  was  lo  close  the  dnorsj  to  open  (ht-m 
was  virtually  to  surrender  the  question.  The  spirit  of 
the  tiniea  (he  aaid)  was  one  of  dollars  and  centv,  the 
aprrit  of  speculation,  which  had  difTused  itself  from  the 
North  lo  the  South.  Nothing  (he  said]  could  resist  the 
spirit  of  abolition  but  the  united  action  nf  the  South. 
The  opinions  of  most  people  in  ihe  North  and  Scith 
were  now  sound  on  this  subj^cti  but  the  rising  genera- 
tion would  be  imbued  by  the  spirit  of  fanaticism,  and  the 
North  and  South  would  become  two  people,  with  Feel- 
ings diametrically  opposite.  1'he  decided  action  of  the 
South,  within  the  limits  of  the  constitution,  was  indis- 
pensable. 

Mr.  TIPTON  expressed  his  surprise  at  (he  remarks  of 
the  Senator.  He  thougltl  there  was  nothing  in  the  pe- 
titions which  had  been  read  to  produce  such  feelings. 
He  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the  question  pf  re- 
ception; which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BATARD  moved  to  lay  the  question  of  reception 
on  the  table,  after  remarking  that  he  believed  this  was 
the  method  which  had  been  usually  pursued. 

This  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nay*,  on  the  call 
of  Mr.  MORRIS,  as  follows: 

Yais — MeMfB.  Biyard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Calhoun,  Clayton,  Cutltbert,  F.wing  of  Illinois, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Aliibama, 
King  or  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Page,  Preston,  Itive*.  Robinson,  Ruggle^  Se- 
vier.  Strange,  Walker,  White,  Wright— 31. 

Nats— Messrs.  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks, 
Knight,  Morris,  Niles,  Prentis!>,  Rubbins,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tipton,  TomMnson,  Wall— 13. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  about  forty  petitions  on  the 
auM  subject,  from  MassaciiuHtis,  and  one  from  Phila- 
delphia, and  moved  their  reference. 

The  CHAIR  stated  the  question  lo  be  on  Iheir  recep- 
tion. 

Mr.  BATARD  moved  lo  lay  the  question  on  the  tablet 
which  was  done  accordingly. 


Mr.  MORRIS  presented  a  petition  from  aboKiionisbia 
Ohio,  which  he  said  he  bad  received  during  the  prece< 
ding  debate)  and  having  rroved  thai  it  be  received, read, 
and  referred,  with  instruclions  to  the  cummitlce  to  re* 
port  on  various  points  which  he  specified, 

Mr.  WHITE  remarked  that  the  two  pel'itiots  frota 
Tennessee,  which  Mr.  Mo«nis  hsd  before  presented, 
did  not  oriKinate  in  that  Stale.  In  one  uf  them,  the  word 
«*  Ohio"  had  been  erased,  and  ••  Tennessee"  »ub»titBted( 
and  the  place  in  the  other  was  left  blank,  so  that  it 
might  have  come  from  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  he  barely  wished  to  cor* 
reel  an  impression  of  the  Senator  from  Soutli  CsroliRS, 
[Mr.  Calroitv,]  that  there  was  a  material  difference  be- 
tween the  action  on  the  petitionsat  this  session  snd  the  lut. 
A  great  proportion  of  Ihe  petitions  at  the  last  session 
were  laid  on  Ihe  table  precisely  in  the  same  manner  u 
had  just  been  done  on  motion  of  Hr.  Batarv.  The  qu«- 
lion  of  reception  at  the  last  session  was  nOt,  at  first,,  dis- 
cussed at  all.  But  when  the  question  on  reception  vu 
taken,  Mr.  K.  had  voted  in  favor  of  receiving  Utepeti- 
ttona,  and  he  should  ktill  do  so  if  the  question  slioold  ante. 
He  thought  the  Senate  ougiit  lo  take  a  ground  on  which 
they  could  stand  with  all  parts  of  the  country.  Sootb- 
ern  Senators,  he  said,  had  been  accused  of  becoming  rec- 
reant to  the  rights  of  their  constituents.  But  the  re- 
ception, he  maintained,  was  a  mere  nutter  of  form,  to 
satisfy  the  constitutional  scruples  of  some  of  the  Senaloit. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  aaid  he,  for  one,  waa  extremely 
pleased  with  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  (that  a  mere  ob> 
jection  required  a  vote  on  the  reception  of  the  petitions.) 
But  be  ought  to  go  further,  and  put  the  question  of  re- 
ception, whether  the  petition  were  objected  to  or  not. 
According  to  the  rule,  he  said,  the  burden  of  mskimf  a 
moliiin  to  receive  should  fall  on  those  presenting  the  peti- 
tions. Mr.  C.  had  formerly  pressed  the  Chair  twice  on 
this  point,  but  was  then  overruled.  The  question 
whether  we  were  bound  to  receive  the  petitions  by  the 
constitution.  That  question  the  Chair  had  nowyielt!e4 
and  had  admitted  that  it  waa  in  the  power  of  the  body  it- 
self to  say  whether  or  not  the  petitions  should  be  re* 
ceived. 

Mr.  C.  again  argued  that,  if  Congress  were  bound  ta 
receive  petitions,  Ihey  were  equally  bound  to  refer  and 
act  upon  them. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD,  after  adverting  to  the  derp  feeling 
which  ^aa  always  excited  in  his  mind  when  this  subject 
came  up  for  discussion,  observed  that  it  was  a  grest  tt- 
tor  on  Ihe  part  of  Southern  gentlemen  not  to  separate  is 
this  matter  things  which  should  never  have  been  united- 
Some  of  these  petitions  related  to  the  abolition  of  sbve- 
ry  in  the  District  of  Columbis,  vliile  others  prayed  for 
the  pr<>vcntion  of  what  they  denominated  the  slave  trade 
in  that  District.  The  two  questions  were  entirely  difl''e^ 
ent,  and  nught  not  to  be  blended  together.  Mr.  S.thea 
adverted  to  the  practice  nf  slave-dealers  resorting  to  thii 
District,  and  making  it  a  mart  for  their  trafSc,  in  the 
conducting  of  which  great  aSiises  were  perpetratedi  betll 
in  the  sale  of  slaves  who  had  been  st'rien  from  their 
masters,  and  of  others  who  never  had  been  enslaved  be* 
fore.  Hr.  S.  sought  no  intcrferenee  with  that  relstioa  i 
of  master  and  aerrant  which  was  recognised  by  the  I 
of  some  of  Ihe  States,  and  was  protected  by  the  consliia* 
tinn.  Rut  into  the  latter  question  he  wss  willing  ts 
look,  not  ss  a  Northern  or  as  a  Southern  man,  but  in  re- 
lation to  the  great  principles  of  government  and  of  the 
Federal  Union.  In  this  lie  was  but  following  the  lead  « 
gentlemen  from  the  South.  II  was  from  them  that  tn« 
proposition  hadfirsl  comet  and  Ihe  suppression  of  criflK* 
of  this  kind,  inaiead  of  aggravating  those  evils  which  IM 
South  most  feared,  would  go  far  toward  allayinff  the 
spirit  which  sought  to  interreE«>wiih  slaxeiy  m  Int 
Southern  Stales.    "^tigSti^^hjelOgf  I?* 
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nerer  be  totented  mt  tbe  South)  wby,  then,  ihouM  tbejr 
be  BiifTereil  here? 

Mr.  PRESTON  replied  with  irreftt  warmth,  andinsiit- 
ed  that  the  diitinction  n»de  by  Mr.  Soutbiis  whs  a  dia- 
(inclion  without  a  difference.  He  objected  to  all  inter- 
ference with  the  atibjeet  In  aitv  ^ape.  The  proposition 
WM  deluiive,  and  he  regretted  that  it  had  been  adranced 
bf  ihe  Senator  from  New  Jeraey.  The  South  was  sore 
on  (he  subject.  The  attacks  made  upon  thera  were  vio- 
lent anil  incessant.  Their  nerves  were  irritated.  Prop- 
ositions to  meddle  with  the  alave  trade  in  the  Uialrict 
rere  but  an  enlerin|f  wedge.  If  Congress  once  tamper- 
ed with  the  rights  uf  slaveholders  at  all|  if  the  subject 
Itot  the  least  foothold  in  Ihe  Senate,  be  would  not  give  a 
rush  for  the  rights  uf  the  South.  He  complained  of  tlie 
iiDputBtions  cast  by  implication,  in  these  petitions, .on  the 
people  of  the  South,  as  violators  of  the  laws  of  God,  and 
living  in  open  vice  and  wickedness,  practising  a  standiKg 
tin,  corrupting  their  own  momls  and  (hose  of  their  chil- 
dren, lie  considered  himself  as  involved  in  the  general 
denanciatinn.  The  chaise  was  individually  insultingf 
and  was  utterly  false  and  ealummous*  whether  In  its  gen- 
eral or  particular  application.  He  denied  that  the  lan- 
guage of  the  petitioners  was  respectful  and  decorous;  it 
cast  foul  and  Ulae  aspersions  on  him  and  his  conatilueitta, 
and  ought  not  to  be  aidmitted  into  the  Senate.  Me  would 
not  sloop  to  ai^e  the  truth  of  the  charget  he  pleaded  to 
the  jurisdiction t  the  Senate  had  no  right  to  entertain  it; 
the  South  would  not  consent  to  be  arraigned  at  (his  bar. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  defended  Ihe  pusttion  he  liad  taken. 
In  the  vehemence  of  feeling,  men  were  often  unable  to 
Kc  distinctions  that  were  tufficienlly  obvious  and  palpa<' 
ble  in  ibeir  cooler  moments.  He  appealed  to  the  whole 
histwy  of  his  life,  to  show  that  he  had  not  advocated  the 
principles  of  the  abolitionists.  He  had  cast  no  imputa- 
tion whatever  on  the  people  of  the  South.  He  again  ad- 
verted to  the  course  of  distinguished  Southern  gentlemen 
la  reprobating  the  manner  in  which  the  triffio  In  slivea 
vas  eondneted  within  the  District,  and  even  to  bills 
which  had  been  introduced  by  them  into  Congress  for 
the  purpose  of  nipprrssing  it.  All  he  asked  was,  that 
Iwo  propositions,  so  entirely  distinct  as  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  and  the  suppression  of  crimes 
and  enormities  in  the  traffic  in  staves,  should  be  kept 
distinct  from  each  other.  The  one  he  would  not  touch, 
and  had  always  refused  to  toucht  but  on  the  other  he 
vas  prepared  to  act.  He  complained  (hat  hit  propo- 
silion  bad  been  represented  as  deluaive,  and  utterly  dia- 
chimed  all  intention  of  a  gradual  interference  with  the 
rights  of  the  South. 

Mr.  PRESTON  admitted  that  Southern  gentlemen, 
especia'ly  Mr.  Randolph,  had  taken  the  urnundadverted 
tn,  but  he  atrenuously  insisted  on  the  difTerence  of  cir- 
cumstances. The  country  had  not  then  been  filled  with 
tbolilion  principles;  and  what  might  then  have  been  done 
rcry  safely,  would  now  be  dangerous  in  the  exireme. 
Nothing  could  be  done  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
District  that  would  not  immediately  sfTect  all  Ihe  South. 
Me  knew  nothing  of  Ihe  abuses  to  which  Mr.  SouTHinD 
refierredt  but  he  knew  how  the  persons  who  got  up 
these  petitions  were  skilled  in  dwelling  on  themes  of 
(bat  kind,  and  in  presenting  false  and  exaggerated  pic- 
tures, witb  a  view  torouse  the  feelings  of  tm  community* 
and  infiime  Ihe  hnatieism  which  was  to  widely  kindled. 
Sure  he  waa  that,  if  Mr.  Randolph  eoold  now  be  on  that 
floor,  he  would  be  Ihe  very  last  man  to  advocate  a  tam- 
pering with  this  subject. 

Mr.  DATARD  observed  that  it  was  very  apparent  that 
this  was  an  exciting  subject,  and  he  had  made  the  motion 
to  hy  on  the  uble  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  two  ques- 
tions of  (be  right  of  petitions  being  received.  The  con- 
Mibition,  asal  firat  draughted  and  presented  to  the  States, 
wa  nolhing  ikbout  the  right  of  petitioni  nor  need  it,  fur 


that  right  did  not  depend  on  the  constitution,  but  must 
pertain,  of  course,  to  every  people  under  a  representa- 
tive Government  of  any  form.  But,  when  the  constitu- 
tion was  reviewed,  a  clause  was  inserted,  not  to  confer, 
but  to  guard,  this  right  of  petition.  It  did  not  declare 
that  the  people  had  the  right  to  petition,  but  it  prohibit- 
ed Congress  from  passing  any  bw  to  prevent  them  from 
aasembling  and  exercising  that  right.  Mr.  B.  then  made 
some  observations  on  the  rules  ol  the  Senate  in  reference 
to  the  reception  of  petitions,  and  quoted  the  journal  to 
show  that,  under  the  rule,  llie  question  of  reception 
might  be  raised,  if  any  member  chose  to  call  for  it.  The 
presentation  of  a  petition  was  in  itself,  virtuaUy,  a  motion 
that  such  petition  be  received,  and,  if  no  objection  wat 
made,  the  reception  followed  ofcourte,  and  the  petition 
might  be  referred  or  dispoaed  of  as  the  Senate  thought 
fit.  But  if  any  one  objected,  the  question  of  reception 
must  be  put,  and  that  question  was  subject  to  be  laid 
upon  Ihe  table.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the 
question  of  the  reception  of  the  petition  now  before  the 
Senate  upon  the  table.  He  withdrew  the  motion,  at  the 
reqtiest  of 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  who  wished  to  present  some  peti- 
tions with  which  he  had  been  charged  on  the  aame  suh- 
.  ject,  so  that  the  whole  might  be  included  under  one. 
Having  preaented  aeveral  petitions,  he  stated  that  Ihe 
petitioners  avre  undoubtedly  of  the  opinion  that  these 
ten  miles  square  were  the  common  prnpcMy  of  the  peo< 
pie  of  the  United  States;  that  they  had  a  common  inter- 
est in  its  condition,  and  in  the  character  of  its  legislationi 
and  he  repeated  the  sentiment  which  he  had  often  be- 
fore expressed,  that  the  prudent  and  expedient  course 
would  have  been  to  refer  these  petiliona  to  the  Commit- 
tee for  the  District,  and  let  that  committee  present  a  re- 
port upon  them.  As  to  the  right  of  petition,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware  waa  certainly  right;  nor  did  the 
right  of  reception  rest  on  any  rules  of  the  House;  it  had 
a  deeper  foundation  in  the  right  of  eitixent  to  address 
their  Government  on  what  they  conceived  to  be  grievan- 
ces. The  right  of  petition,  though  more  emphatic  in  a 
republic,  belonged  to  the  people  under  all  Governments, 
unless  indeed,  a  Government  like  that  of  Turkey;  for 
even  Governmentsusually<1ennminated  despotic  were  sup- 
posed in  theory  to  be  formed  for  the  good  of  the  people, 
and  to  proceed  from  them.  It  was  obvioua  enough  that 
the  relation  of  Congress  to  tbe  people  of  the  District  wat 
peculiar,  and  ita  innabiunts  very  naturally  thought  that, 
m  a  mailer  which  Immediately  concerned  (hemselvei^  it 
was  fit  that  they  should  tnke  the  lead.  Most  of  the  pe- 
titions referred  to  two  objects:  one  was  the  total  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District,  the  other  was  the  regulation 
of  abuses  connected  with  it,  some  of  which  were  ex- 
tremely oiTensive  to  the  moral  tenae  of  the  community. 
As  the  subject  was  one  of  common  interest,  if  a  petition 
waa  decorous  in  its  language,  it  was  the  right  uf  the  pe- 
titioners to  have  it  received  and  considered,  not  to  hare 
it  file<l  away,  and  a  resolve  immediately  passed  not  to 
consider  it.  Such  a  process  was  not  inany  proper  sense 
the  receiving  of  the  petition.  The  receiving  virtually 
involved  some  consideration,  and  he  could  not  see  how 
the  Senate  fulfilled  its  du<y  unless  this  was  done. 

Mr.  BATARD  further 'explained  the  ground  he  had 
before  taken.  While  the  people  under  every  repreaenli* 
live  Government  had  a  right  to  petition,  the  Legialature 
had  a  right  to  judge  of  Ihe  petition,  when  received.  Sup- 
pose a  petition  shquld  be  presented  to  Congres!<,  prsying 
them  to  psss  a  resolution  that  there  is  no  God,  or  that 
the  President  of  the  United  Slatea  be  beheaded,  or  any 
other  request  equally  extravagant,  would  the  Senate  be 
obliged  to  entertain  itf  Certainly  they  had  a  right  to 
exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  the  oise,  and  that  fur  this 
reason;  these  petitions  did  not  ptusass  the  dfgnity  or 
authority  of  havinf  em^)|^,^|i9^AjH>lg^iieof  the 
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whole  people.  It  was  assuming  too  much  to  uy  Itiat, 
fthey  spoke  Itte  voice  of  the  people.  They  were  wme- 
tinnes  signed  by  seTeral  thouund  petitionersi  but  what 
was  this»  in  comparison  (o  the  people  of  the  United 
StatetF  Iftlie  whole  people  spoke»  Congress  wuutd  ha%*e 
no  discretion  in  the  nnattvr. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  (hat  he  had  entertained  (he 
hope  that  the  first  decision  in  reference  to  these  petitions 
would  have  been  the  last.  He  had  hoped  lhat  they 
would  all  have  been  suffered  to  acciimulatei  and  that  one 
decision  would  have  settled  the  whole.  He  irKrelted  lo 
find  that  there  wt»*eorpt  de  merve,-  that  some  had  been 
kept  back  by  the  gentleman  from  Massscluisetti,  in  the 
same  manner  as  had  been  done  by  him  last  year. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  eiplained,  and  observed  lhat  he  h»d 
not  been  in  his  seat  when  the  petilioni  had  been  present- 
ed in  the  morning. 

Mr.  CUTIIBERT  said  that  ao  far,  then,  he  withdrew 
the  diarf^t  hut  he  proceeded  to  refer  lo  certain  resnlu- 
tiona  which  had  been  adopted  in  Boston,  in  1819,  in 
which  that  gentleman  had  been  concerned  { one  of  which 
declared  that  Congress  had  authorily  to  act  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  other 
that  Congress  had  power  to  regulate  the  transfer  of  staves 
from  one  State  to  another.  He  adduced  this  to  show 
that  proposition*  on  this  subject  did  not  stand  insulated, 
but  as  fHSt  as  one  was  yielded  another  was  pressed  on. 
Was  it  surprising  tliat  I  he  indignation  of  the  South  should 
he  raised  to  the  higlieat  pitch  on  witnessing  ihe  com- 
mencement of  a  course  whicli  was  to  end  in  the  ruin  of 
the  country^  It  was  alleged,  indeed,  that  there  were 
some  paints  on  uhich  Cungress  miffht  act  without  tending 
to  lliat  train  of  evils  so  justly  apprehended  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  South.  But  he  appealed  to  every  Southern 
Senator  to  say  whether  Congren  could  touch  the  small- 
eat  mite  connected  with  the  entire  subject,  without  send- 
ing a  thrill  of  dread  and  horror  through  alt  the  South. 
All  who  understood  ti<e  human  heart  must  be  aware  that 
when  a  great  and  widely  difTiiscd  scheme  of  allcgrd  im- 
provement was  on  foot,  the  smallest  acquiwiion  could 
not  be  made  without  exciting  a  hope  among  its  advocates 
of  final  ■uecesa-  I'he  very  smallest  concession  by  tiiis 
body,  in  reference  lo  slavery,  Wi>uld  immcdiaiely  be 
made  to  ring  through  the  Union;  yex,  through  (he  world, 
IB  giving  ground  to  expect  that  the  abolitionists  would 
St  last  gain  all  that  they  sought.  The  cry  vould  be 
r.iised,  we  gun  one  point  to-duy,  and  aiioiher  to-mor- 
row;  and  the  slaveliulders  concrde  one  thing  aHrr  an- 
other, until  the  great,  the  long-soufllit,  the  inappreciable 
benefit  of  liberating  the  last  slave  will  have  been  accom- 
plished. And  were  gentlemen  prepared  to  sow  that 
seed,  the  harvest  of  which  must  be  universal  blood  and 
dcvaststion* 

Mr.  0.  took  another  view.  Since  the  agllat'on  of  (he 
abohtion  doctrine,  (here  had  been  eatablisiied  a  medium 
of  intercourse  with  the  staves  of  the  South,  through 
which  they  were  made  to  understand  whatever  is  done 
in  Congress.  Take  one  step  in  this  matter,  and  could 
any  one  B<iti«ry  ttie  slaves  that  that  step  would  be  the 
last.'  It  was  impossible.  The  least  (ampering  wi(h  the 
su'jject  would  excite  apprehensions  in  the  South  which 
nothing  could  ullayi  would  raise  hopes  at  the  Noi(h 
which  nollting  could  quench,  and  would  excite  in  the 
bn  ly  of  the  slaves  themselves  expectations  which  must 
reniJer  them  restless  and  discontented,  lie  concluded 
by  urging  a  total  abstinence  from  all  ialerferencc  with 
the  subject, 

Mr.  WEB3TER,  after  referring  to  what  had  been 
said  as  to  keeping  back  petitions,  and  observing  that  he 
presumed  Senatora  were  at  Iiber(y-to  chouse  ttieir  own 
time  for  attending  to  (heir  own  matters,  and  regulating 
tlienuelvea  by  their  tiewsof  the  convenience  of  the  Sen- 
Me  and  the  despatch  of  public  businei^  went  on  to  apeak 


of  the  resolutions  to  which  Hr.  CoTHaiaT  had  referred. 
He  had  no  reeolh  etion  of  the  circumstance  alluded  to, 
or  of  what  Ibe  resolutions  eontatned)  but  there  wu  not 
in  his  mind  a  particle  of  doubt  that  Cnngrtsa  had  sn  ua- 
qurstionabte  right  to  regulate  ttie  subject  of  ilivery  ia 
the  District  of  Columbia,  simply  because  they  constito- 
ted  the  exclusive  Legislature  of  the  District.  It  appear- 
ed to  him  little  short  of  an  absurdity  to  think  that  there 
were  certain  subjectswhich  mu^  be  tied  upfroiDallk- 
gislation.  And  as  to  the  other  point,  the  right  of  regu- 
lating the  transfer  of  slaves  from  one  State  tu  anoUier, 
he  did  not  know  that  he  entertained  any  doubt,  becitue 
the  constitution  gave  Congress  the  right  lo  regulate  trade 
anJ  commerce  between  the  Slutes.  Trade  in  what}  In 
whatever  was  the  subject  of  commerce  and  ownership. 
If  slaves  were  the  subjects  of  ownership,  then  trulein 
them  between  the  Stales  was  suhjecl  to  the  rt^Utioa 
of  Congress.  But  while  he  held  thtsopiniun,  beliidei- 
pressed  none  on  the  one  side  or  the  otber  a«  to  ihe  But* 
ter  of  expediency.  He  thouglit  that  ought  to  be  discus- 
sed by  those  who  were  most  concerned  in  it.  A  ctrong 
appeal  had  been  made  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Calhovh j  on  the  moral  and  religious  atpect  of 
this  subject.  The  petitioners,  lie  believed,  felt  fully 
aware  (if  the  extent  of  those  consideralionsi  but  white 
he  held  the  rigi>t  of  Congress  to  act  on  these  petitiofu, 
he  thought  the  more  prudent  course  would  be  simply  to 
refer  them;  and  su  S9  to  the  other  subject,  far  be  it  fton 
bim  to  say  that  it  was  expedit-nt  for  Congress  to  inter- 
fere, and  to  attempt  to  regulate  ibe  commerce  in  iltrei 
between  the  Stales.  It  m^y  have  been  discusaed  so  Eir 
as  related  tu  (he  passage  of  laws  to  prevent  slaves  fnM 
running  awav,  or  reatore  them  when  they  bad. 

[M'.  SouTHABD  was  here  understood  to  say  that  btn 
had  repeatedly  been  passed  on  that  subject.] 

Mr.  W.  then  asked  whether,  instead  of  eii/ibiting  n 
much  indignation  that  he  shotdd  in  1819  have  hsdtay 
thing  to  do  in  carrying  such  resotuti'ms  as  htd  been  re* 
ferred  to,  it  would  not  lta\e  been  better  losho#lhitlli* 
constitution,  in  speaking  of  trade  and  commerce  be* 
tween  the  States,  d<d  nni  mean  to  include  slavesF  While 
so  much  pains  were  exhibited  to  renst  information  oa 
one  side,  there  ahoulil  not  be  pains  to  misrepresent  on 
the  other.  To  maintain  Ihe  right  of  Congrt-si  vu  oss 
thing,  to  hold  tite  expediency  of  exercising  it  *** 
anoi  her. 

Hr.  CUTHBERT  replied,  and  said  that  Ihe  country 
now  knew  what  were  Ihe  sentiments  of  the  genilenM 
from  Uas«achuselti^  and  it  would  be  impossible  for  bifl 
to  give  any  other  cast  to  them  than  an  encouragemeetto 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  I'he  lime  and  (be 
circumstinces  under  which  the  resolutions  were  sdoplw 
rendered  this  impoaslble.  They  had  been  [tassed  m 
1819.  juit  after  the  issue  of  the  Miasouri  queHtion;  tikeo 
in  connexion  with  the  time  and  the  circumstsncei.  tb« 
doctrines  in  the  resolultona  wt-re  calcuUted  lo  revoit  lM 
whole  Southern  States,  nay,  to  revolt  the  entire  Cmoii. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  called  upon  the  Senator  to  remeniber 
lhat  lie  bad  not  admitted  that  the  doctrines  referred  (o 
were  contained  in  those  resotutions. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  made  a  few  remark^  the  i*- 
jecl  of  which  was  to  show  that  the  riglit  of  petition  in  tM 
people  was  perfectly  compatible  with  the  rules  of  Con- 
greuastothe  consideration  of  petitions,  atn  n  presenlcoi 
in  illustration  of  which  position,  he  referred  lo  a  peti- 
tion ivcently  presented  by  the  authors  of  Great  Britami 
on  the  subject  of  copy-right.  There  was  no  oblijiation 
on  the  part  of  Congress  to  receive  memorial»i  it 
wholly  diacrelionaryt  and  so  it  might  be  in  a  ">«'*'"^ 
of  other  cases.  On  the  general  aubject,  all  the  SmIB 
were  perfectly  agreed.    Wliatever  he  hiowelfpo^?**^ 


i.f  earthly  good  was  connected  with  the  tenure  of 
properly,  and  lie  Pe^^«t^:^^J^ 
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from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calbodr]  as  to  any  interfe' 
re  nee  wiih  it. 

Mr.  RIVB3  ntd  he  had  wilneased  the  whole  course  of 
this  diKussion  with  great  pain  and  mortification.  He 
did  not  njr  which  side  was  to  blame,  but  be  could  itot 
help  obterving  that  gentlemen  from  non-Blavebolding' 
Slates  stood  in  a  rery  different  position  from  their  South* 
em  brethren.  They  might  sit  with  great  coolness,  and 
indulge  all  the  delicacy  of  their  feelings  with  in)punlty. 
They  had  no  cause  to  be  disturbed  in  relation  to  their 
own  communitieat  but  when  lb«y  came  on  that  flour,  and 
gratuitously  put  forih  their  notions  on  a*aubjrct  which 
to  deeply  concerned  others^  he  contended  that  they 
were  ag^tsors,  and  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  aide 
were  acting  on  the  defensive.  To  present  a  petition,  if 
respectful  in  its  language,  was  a  duty  which  Senators 
_  were  bound  to  perrorm;  but  when,  not  satisfied  with 
Ibis,  they  came  forward  and  Tolunteered  their  own  views 
on  so  bazardoua  and  delicate  a  subject,  and  claimed  for 
this  Government  new  powers,  the  calculation  must  be 
extraordinary  on  the  passiveness  of  the  Suuth,  if  gentle- 
men suppose  they  were  to  sit  in  silence.  If  a  solemn 
decision  of  the  Senate  was  entitled  to  command  respect, 
be  would  call  ibe  attention  of  (he  Senator  from  Massa- 
chuselts  to  the  over w tie Iming  majority  by  which  it  had 
pronounced  the  determinaton  that  the  subject  of  slavery 
m  the  District  was  nut  to  be  contested  on  that  floor)  a 
majority,  if  he  recollected  right,  of  34  to  6.  Afier  auch 
an  expression  of  the  vleva  u  this  body,  could  any  gen- 
tieman  persuade  himself  that  it  was  wise  and  patriotic  to 
throw  into  the  Senate  such  s  Rrebrand? 

Tbe  Senator  from  Haasachusetts  held  that  there  was 
no  value  in  the  reception  of  petitions,  unless  it  were  dune 
!n  substance  as  well  as  form,  and  the  petitions  were  duly 
considered.  But  the  Senate,  the  very  moment  memo- 
rials on  this  subject  had  been  received,  instantly  turned 
round  and  rejected  them.  Now,  would  gentlemen  have 
■o  little  regard  to  the  peace  of  the  whole  communiipr  aa 
not  to  abstain  from  agitating  a  subject  of  this  kind? 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetls  had  taken  occasion 
not  only  to  read  sentiments,  from  the  memorialx,  which 
were  obnoxious  to  the  South,  but  had  volunteered  the 
expression  uf  his  own  opinion  aa  to  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congresa  over  tbe  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
Uiatrict  of  Columbia.  Wherefore  introduce  that  subject 
agiun?  Why  put  forward  tbe  expression  of  an  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  regulation  of  trade  in  slaves  between 
the  Statcff,  to  warrant  which  the  3enat')r  could  find 
DOtlungin  the  atatute  book?  He  had  told  the  Senate 
that  hiws  had  been  passed  on  that  subject,  and  with  the 
aanction  of  the  Suuth.  Mr.  R.  joined  issue  with  the  Sen- 
ator, and  called  on  him  to  point  to  the  law.  He  was 
rery  confident  there  was  none.  As  to  the  Uws  to  which 
be  presumed  tbe  reference  had  been  tnadr,  they  did  not 
touch  the  matter.  Laws  to  prevent  the  escape  of  slaves, 
or  to  secure  their  restoration,  were  only  in  fulfilment  of 
tbe  eonatitution,  which  expressly  provided  for  tbe  de- 
fivering  up  of  runaways)  atid,  so  far  from  being  an  unfa- 
vorable interference  with  the  tenure  of  slave  property,  it 
was,  on  the  contrary,  a  recognition  of  tlie  right  in  slave*, 
and  &  guarantee  of  that  right.  Mr.  R.  had  no  objection 
that  Senators  Uiould  present  their  petitions,  but  he  pro- 
tested against  the  gratuitous  exhibition  of  these  horrid 
pictures  of  misery  which  had  no  existence.  He  was  not 
in  f«vor  of  slavery  in  the  abstract.  On  thut  point  lift  dif- 
fered with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cal- 
■ovx.]  But  it  was  an  existing  inutitutionj  it  wus  recog- 
nised and  protected  by  the  constitution,  and  he  was  at  a 
losa  to  conceive  why,  on  a  subject  of  this  character,  hon- 
orable Senators  would  permit  themielvea  to  throw  fire< 
brands  intothftt  cbanbcr.  Tbe  onlypacificating  course 
was  that  which  bad  been  proposed;  which  wa^  to  lay  the 
queatton  of  reception  on  the  table.   And  gentlemen 


might  be  assured  that,  aa  often  as  these  petitions  were 
presented,  the  preliminary  question  of  reception  woul^ 
be  moved,  and  that  motion,  with  its  sppendages,  woula 
as  often,  he  hoped,  be  laid  on  the  table.  Was  Uie  mia- 
erable  farce  of  receiving  these  petitions,  at>d  then  imme* 
diately  rejecting  them,  a  thing  worth  contending  fur? 
Surely  not. 

Mr.  R.  strongly  disclaimed  all  desire  to  excite  jeaU 
ouay  or  ill  feeling,  but  reminded  Northern  gentlemen  of 
the  very  different  circumstances  in  which  they  stood  to- 
wards this  aubject.  They  might  atir  it  with  perfect 
aafety  to  their  constituents,  and  poasibly  with  benefit  to 
Iheroselvei I  but  it  never  could  be  mooted  on  that  floor 
without  exciting  the  profoundest  feeling  throughout  Ibo 
South.  He  begged  gentlemen  to  desist  from  such  a 
course.  He  used  the  language  of  expostulation,  not  of 
menace,  although  he  felt  that  a  proud  consciousness  of 
Southern  rights  might  well  warrant  him  in  the  use  of 
other  language.  He  appealed  to  tbe  patriotism  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts.  He  had  on  other  occasions, 
and  especially  to  defence  of  that  very  Union  which  ia 
now  again  threatened,  given  proofa  of  it.  Mr.  R.  did 
not  doubt  or  call  it  in  question.  But  he  appealed  to 
that  feeling,  and  besought  (hat  Senator,  and  all  others, 
to  let  this  subject  alone — not  to  invade  tbe  peace  of  the 
firesides  of  their  brethren,  and  not  to  persist  in  a  cuurse 
which  Southern  men  could  view  in  no  other  light  than 
as  an  aggression  upon. their  dcareat  interests.  When 
petitions  were  brought  forward,  the  only  proper  course 
was  that  which  bad  been  puraued  on  bis  own  motion 
Ijit  year,  and  which  had  now  bten  renewed  in  so  hon- 
orable and  peace-luving'  a  spirit  by  the  Senator  from 
Delaware. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expl/med,  and  denied  having  ex- 
pressed any  opinion  in  regard  to  slavery  in  the  abstract, 
lie  had  merely  stated,  what  was  a  matter  of  fact,  that  it 
was  an  inevitable  law  of  society  that  one  portion  uf  the 
community  depended  upon  the  labor  of  another  portion, 
over  which  it  must  unavoidably  exercise  control.  He 
had  not  spoken  of  slavery  in  the  abstract,  but  of  alavery 
as  existing  where  two  races  of  men,  of  different  color, 
and  striking  dissimilarity  in  conformation,  habits,  and  a 
thousand  other  particulars,  were  placed  in  immediate 
juxtapositiun.  Here  the  existence  of  slavery  was  a 
good  to  both.  Did  not  tbe  Senator  from  Virginia  eon- 
aider  it  as  a  good  7 

Mr.  RIVES  said,  no.  He  viewed  it  as  a  miafbrtune 
and  an  evil  in  all  circumstances,  though,  in  some,  it 
might  be  (he  lesser  evil. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  insisted  on  (he  opposite  opinion,  snd 
declared  it  aa  his  conviction  that,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
Central  African  race  (he  did  nut  speak  of  the  north  or 
the  east  of  Africa,  but  of  ita  central  regions)  had  never 
exialed  In  ao  comfortable,  so  reipectable,  or  so  civilised 
a  condition,  as  that  which  it  now  enjoyed  in  the  SouUi' 
ern  Slates.  The  population  doubled  In  the  same  ratio 
with  that  of  the  whites— a  proof  of  ease  and  plenty; 
while,  with  respect  to  civilization,  it  nearly  kept  pace 
with  that  of  the  owners;  and  as  to  the  effect  upon  the 
white?,  woulJ  it  be  affirmed  that  they  were  inferior  to 
others,  tha>  ttiey  were  leas  patriotict  intelligent,  less 
humane,  less  brave,  th»n  where  slavery  did  not  exist' 
tie  was  nut  aware  that  any  iufcriority'vas  pretent'ed. 
Both  raceii,  therefore,  appeared  to  thrive  un  ler  the 
practical  operation  of  (his  institution.  The  exprrimrnt 
WHS  in  progress,  but  had  nut  been  completed.  The 
worM  had  not  seen  mD<lern  society  through  the  en*> 
tire  process,  and  he  claimed  that  its  judgment  should  be 
postponed  fur  another  ten-years.  The  social  experiment 
was  going  on  bolb  at  the  North  and  the  Soutb-nn  the 
one  with  almost  a  pure  and  unlimited  denweracy,  and  bt 
the  other  with  a  mixed  race.  Thiia  fiir,  tim  roulu  of 
the  experiment  bad  b^tj^^H^ptofOH^m^  South- 
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cm  loctety  b»d  been  tu  len  agiutedf  md  he  would  ven- 
_fure  to  pivdiet  that  its  condition  would  prove  by  far  the 
moH  teeuret  ftnd  by  far  tbe  mott  faTorable  to  tbe  pres- 
ervation of  liberty.  In  fact,  the  defence  of  human  lib- 
erty tgainat  the  afnt;re*sions  of  despotic  power  had  been 
always  the  roost  efficient  in  States  where  domestic  slave- 
ry was  found  to  prerail.  He  did  nut  admit  it  to  be  an 
evil.  Not  at  all.  It  vas  a  good— a  great  good.  On 
that  point,  the  Senator  rrom  Virginia  and  himself  were 
directly  at  issue. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  be  had  no  disposition  to  get  up  k 
family  quarrel  on  s  theoretic  question  between  those 
who  were  practically  agreed,  it  was  certainly  very  re- 
markable that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  should 
tuke  him  to  task  for  representing  him  as  defending 
slavery  hi  the  abstract,  when  every  word  he  had  since 
uttered  went  directly  to  prove  that  such  was  bis 
opinion.  .  Every  remark  lie  had  made  tended  to  that, 
and  to  nothing  eUe.  There  they  differed.  Though  he 
(Hr.  K.)  came  from  a  slaveholding  Stale,  be  did  nut  be. 
lieve  slavery  to  be  a  good,  either  mora),  political,  or 
cconomicalj  and  if  it  depended  on  him,  and  there  were 
any  means  of  effecting  ir,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  ter- 
minate that  coexistence  of  the  two  races  to  which  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  bad  alluded,  and  out  of 
which  the  present  state  of  things  had  grown.  Yet  none 
bad  therefore  reason  to  doubt  that  he  should  defend  tbe 
rights  growing  out  of  the  relations  of  slavery  to  the 
uttermost.  No  interference  with  that  relation  could  be 
attempted  without  great  and  abiding  miichiefi  and,  if 
such  attempts  were  persisted  in,  they  must  snd  would 
inevitably  lead  to  the  rupture  of  those  ties  which  now 
bound  the  Slatea  in  happy  union.  Great  as  might  be 
the  evil,  no  remedy  for  it  had  been  foundi  and  if  any 
were  to  be  devised,  it  must  proceed  from  those  only 
wbo  suffer  the  evil;  nor  would  the  constitution  tolerate 
the  remotest  interference  by  others.  When  such  inter- 
ference should  be  forcibly  attempted,  Hr.  R.  waa  pre- 
pared to  throw  himself  into  the  breach,  and  to  perish  in 
tbe  last  ditch  in  defence  of  the  constitutional  rights  of 
the  South.  But  he  waa  not  on  this  account  going  back 
to  the  exploded  dofpnas  of  Sir  Robert  Filroer,  in  order 
to  vindicate  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  abstract. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  complained  of  having  been  misrepre- 
sented. Ag*in  denied  having  prono«inccd  sUvery  in 
the  abstract  a  good.  All  he  bad  said  of  it  referred  to 
existing  circuma'anceit  to  slavery  as  a  practical,  not  as 
an  abstract  thing.  It  was  a  good  where  a  civilized  race 
and  a  race  of  a  differeiit  description  were  brought  to. 
gether.  Wherever  (»vilization  existed,  death  too  was 
found,  and  luzutyi  but  did  he  hold  that  death  and  luxury 
were  good  in  themselves^  He  believed  slavery  was 
good,  where  the  two  rsces  coexisted.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  hetd  it  an  evil.  Yet  he  woulJ  defend  it. 
Surely  if  it  «-bs  an  evil,  moral,  social,  and  political,  the 
Senator,  as  a  wise  and  virtuous  mar,  was  bound  to  exert 
himself  to  put  it  down.  This  position,  that  it  was  a 
moral  evil,  was  the  very  root  of  the  whde  system  of 
operations  against  it.  That  was  the  spring  and  welU 
bead  from  which  all  these  streams  of  abolition  proceed* 
ed— the  effects  of  which  so  deeply  agitated  the  honor- 
able Senator. 

Mr.  C.  again  adverte  l  to  the  successful  results  of  the 
experiment  thus  far,  and  insisted  that  the  slaveholders 
of  the  South  had  nothing  in  the  case  to  lament  or  to  lay 
to  tlieir  conscience.  M«  utterly  denied  that  his  doc* 
trines  had  any  thing  to  do  with  the  tenets  of  Sir  Robert 
Pilmer,  which  he  abhorred.  So  far  from  holding  the 
dogmas  of  that  writer,  he  had  been  the  known  and  open 
advocate  of  freedom  from  the  beginning.  Nor  was 
there  any  thing  in  the  ducirines  he  held  in  the  slightest 
degree  inconsistent  with  the  big)  es'.  and  purebl  pr'nci- 
pies  of  freedom. 


Hr.  WEBSTER  could  not  perceive  the  csose  tiS  that 
warmth  which  had  been  exhibited  by  the  Senator  froa 
Virgints,  while  be  was  so  strenuously  exhorting  other 
gentlemen  to  keep  cool.  He  did  not,  however,  cofs-  ■ 
plain  of  it.  But  this  he  must  observe,  that  that  boaora- 
ble  Senator  bad  never  heard  him  aay  more  in  disappro- 
bation of  slavery  than  had  been  uttered  by  the  Seutor 
himself  this  day.  He  had  used  almost  the  very  words 
of  the  petition  which  so  greatly  offended  liim,  la  dc* 
daring  slavery  to  be  an  evl^  social,  moral,  and  polilinL 
Nor  could  that  Senator  express  more  strongly  the  vssi 
of  power  in  the  General  Government  to  interfere  with 
slavery  in  tbe  Stales  than  Mr.  W.  had  often  and  alwiyi 
done.  The  Senator  bad  said,  however,  that  those  only 
were  interested  in  this  subject  who  were  suffering  in  tbs 
immediate  presence  of  tbe  evil.  This  Mr.  W.  could 
not  but  consider  as  a  great  mistske.  Mr.  W.,  though 
living  in  a  Northern  Slate,  and  a  State  noo-tlaveboidiiig, 
felt  tliat  evil,  too,  from  the  train  of  consequences  wbidi 
it  inevitably  drew  after  it.  He  had  as  deep  an  interest 
in  the  peace  and  the  preservation  of  tbe  Union  u  lbs 
Senator  from  Virginia.  But  what  waa  there  for  that 
gentleman  to  complain  of  in  the  conduct  uf  bis  fellow 
Senator.'  Some  of  them  had  received  many  aboliiioa 
petitions.  Had  tbey  presented  them  from  day  to  day, 
and  annoyed  the  Senate  by  a  perpetual  repetition  of  the 
same  tbingf  Was  not  this  the  first  time  they  had  beea 
brought  forward?  Hr.  W-  demanded  the  exercise  of 
some  candor  and  justice  towsrds  Senators  situated  ss 
they  were;  and  he  should  take  care  that  such  represent, 
ations  were  here  made  as  shoald  remove  from  them 
imputations  which  were  not  deserved.  He  had  bimiclf 
presented  petitions  to^lay  which  had  been  sccumuliting 
m  his  drawer  for  two  months.  And  he  had  preteoted 
them  at  the  ume  time  with  other  gentlemen.  He  htd 
not  debated  tbe  subject  at  Urge,  but  had  confined  bim- 
self  simply  lo  a  renewed  expreuion  of  tbe  opinion  ibat 
it  would  be  a  better  and  more  prudent  course  to  refer 
the  petitions  to  a  committee,  and  have  a  report  upos 
them.  This  was  not  a  novel  opinion.  It  bad  been  en' 
tertained  by  others  ill  that  body*  end  a  former  nember 
from  Virginia  had  imbodied  it  in  r  motion.  Be  had  ex. 
pressed  no  opinion  in  which  Southern  geDtlemea  theO' 
selves  had  not  heretofore  concurred.  Where,  then, 
was  the  right  to  complain?  But  an  honorable  gentiemB 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Ccthbkxt]  had  gone  out  of  his  way 
to  bring  into  this  deba'e  a  paper  which  somebody  bad 
given  Itim,  and  which  referred  to  opinions  said  to  have 
been  expressed  by  Mr.  W.  some  twenty  years  sgo.  Is 
those  opinions,  as  here  slated,  Mr.  W.  saw  nothing  ta 
reirsct.  Neither  now  nor  at  any  time,  in  that  body  sr 
out  of  it,  had  any  one  heard  from  him  any  other  opinioa 
touching  slavery  in  the  abstract,  or  tbe  power  of  Con- 
gress to  interfere  with  it  within  the  States,  than  bad  beta 
expressed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  him- 
self. His  origin,  his  associalions,  his  education,  his  bsbits 
of  thought— all  had  taught  him  that  slavery  was  an  e»| 
and  he  belil  It  to  be  an  evil,  moral,  aocial,  snd  poliltcsf. 

Mr.  R1VE3  thanked  the  Senator  from  Massachiuelti 
for  the  edifying  lesson  of  eooiness  he  had  given  hiin.  He  i 
admitted  the  perfect  justness  and  propriety  of  it  >Q  ^ 
general  sense.    But  he  begged  leave  to  remind  the  hon- 
orable Senator  that  the  specUtor  of  a  battle,  occupjiOK 
a  distant  and  secure  position,  might  look  on  with  great 
serenity;  while  those  who  were  in  the  mid»t  of  tbe  co»  i 
flict,  defiending  their  fives  and  persons  from  tbe  fg")^ 
tbe  bayonet,  would  reuonably  exhibit  a  very  differeal 
temper  and  demeanor.   The  gentleman  himself,  if  it  so 
pleased  h'a  fancy,  might  dinport  himself  in  tossing  «l»i'bi  I 
and  firebrands  about  this  hallt  but  those  «ho  are  tilling  | 
upon  a  barrel  of  gunpowder,  liable  lo  be  blown  "P  of 
bis  dangerous  missiles,  cr.uld  hardly  be  expected  to  o* 
quitcsocalmand  P'»I^»^?hj<^^GoOgle 
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The  honorable  f;cnileman  claims  great  merit  lor  the 
forhearance  of  liimself  and  his  friends,  m  holdings  back 
their  memoriata,  and  presentrnK  (hem  all  at  onee.  Now^ 
vT,  for  mywlf,  I  had  much  rather  take  the  medicine  in 
tmken  doaea,  than  in  so  lai^e  and  overpowering'  a  po< 
tion.  Gentlemen  have  gone  on,  accunniilatin^  their 
pelitions,.  dar  after  day,  and  now  come  Torward  and 
precipitate  (hem  upon  us  like  an  avatanclie.  If  these 
papers  were  presented  one  by  one,  as  they  are  received, 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  and  permitted  to  tnke 
their  quiet  course  to  that  •'tomb  of  the  Capiilels" 
which  the  previous  decisions  of  the  Senate  liad  prepared 
ibr  them*  1  could  find  in  my  philosophy  fbrtliu<te  enough 
to  bear  it  with  patience.  Bat  when  an  entire  day  ia  set 
•part  and  consecrated  to  the  business  of  presenting 
thcM  memorials,  in  a  long  drawn  and  solemn  succession, 
there  is  something  in  such  a  scenic  parade  which  is  well 
calculated  to  aggravate  the  annoyance  to  the  sensibility 
of  Southern  men.  Here  we  are,  silting  day  after  day, 
among  our  brethren  from  the  other  States,  perfectly  un> 
conscious  of  danger,  while  their  deibs  are  constantly  fil* 
ling  with  these  combustible  materials,  and  we  know  not 
the  hour  when  we  may  be  blown  up  by  some  great  ex- 
plosion. Permit  me  to  say  to  honorable  gentlemen  that 
there  is  something  of  precartuusness  and  insecurity  in 
this  situation,  which  is  far  from  being  comforiable. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  taken  occasion 
also  to  say  that  he  had  expressed  no  opinion,  in  regard 
toriavery,  which  was  not  sanctioned  by  my  own  senti> 
nwnts.  Now,  sir,  Itas  the  gentleman  CTcr  heard  from 
me  any  thing  to  countenance  his  broad  and  dangerous 
notions  of  interferf  nee  with  the  subject  of  slavery  in  this 
District?  As  to  the  evil,  or  otlierwise,  of  slavery  in 
itself;  as  to  the  existence  or  non-esislence  of  a  power  in 
this  Covemment  to  interfere  with  it  in  the  Slates;  these 
are  mere  abstract  qupsiion^,  leading  to  no  practical  con- 
sequences. The  real  and  only  practical  question  ia  as 
to  the  interference  of  Congress  with  the  subject  of 
slavery  in  this  Uislrict.  Bera  is  thi  fiilenim  on  which 
the  whole  lever  of  abolition  turnsi  and  if  you  give  a 
foothold  here,  it  is  virtually  a  surrender  of^the  whole 
ground.  The  surrender  of  this  "vantage  ground" 
to  the  abolitionist*,  if  1  have  not  misunderstood  the  vote 
of  the  honorable  Senator  against  rejecting  the  prayer  of 
tbe  petitioners  during  the  last  ses-tion  of  Congress,  is 
precisely  what  he  has  already  done,  and  is  prepared 
still  to  do. 

1  must  now  (sa'id  Mr.  R.)  address  a  few  observations 
to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  CAtHoirit]  in 
regard  to  the  controversy  he  has  thought  fit  to  get  up 
with  me  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  institution  of 
slavery.  1  may  say,  sir,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  no  Senator  has  exhibited  a  more  (letermine d  spirit 
to  resist  any  interference  with  the  subject  of  slavery 
than  I  have  done.  I  deny  wholly  (he  power  of  tliia 
Government  to  ac^  in  any  manner  whatever,  on  the 
•abject,  either  here  or  in  the  Stales.  I  hsve  been  eon- 
atsntly  ready  to  take  the  highest  ground  which  has  been 

Jiroposed  by  any  Senator  here  lor  repelling  this  inter- 
isrence,  by  voting  at  once  not  to  receive  the  petitions. 
But,  sir,  while  1  have  been  thus  prepared  and  deter- 
mined to  defend  the  constitutional  rights  and  vital  inter- 
ests of  the  South  at  every  hazard,  I  have  not  felt  myself 
bound  to  conform  my  undtrstanding  and  conscience  to 
the  standard  of  faith  that  has  recently  been  set  up  by 
some  gentlemen  in  regard  to  the  genera)  question  of 
slavery.  I  have  not  considered  it  a. part  of  my  duly,  as 
a  represenlative  from  the  South,  (o  deny,  as  has  bren 
done  by  this  new  school,  the  nstural  freedom  and  equal- 
ity of  man)  to  contend  that  slavery  is  a  positive  guuil; 
that  it  is  inseparable  from  the  condition  of  mani  itiat  it 
must  exis>,  in  some  form  or  other,  in  every  political 
eomronnityi  and  that  it  is  even  aa  essential  ingredient  in 
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republican  government.  No,  nir;  I  have  not  thought  it 
necesmtry,  in  order  to  defend  the  rights  and  the  iiistitu* 
(ions  of  the  South,  to  attack  the  grsat  principles  which 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  political  system,  and  to  re< 
vert  to  the  dogmas  of  Sir  Robert  Filmer,  exploded  a 
cenluiy  and  a  half  ago  by  the  immortal  works  of  Sidney 
and  Locke. 

This  is  a  philosofihy  to  which  I  have  not  yet  become  a 
convert.  It  is  sufficient  for  me  to  know  that  domrstia 
slavery,  whether  an  evil  or  not,  was  an  institution  exist- 
ing at  the  lime  of  the  adoption  of  the  conatitutinnt  that 
it  ia  recognised  and  sanctified  by  lliat  solemn  tns)niment| 
(hat.there  is  no  right  in  this  Government  or  in  the  other 
Siatrs,  under  any  pretext  whslrvrr,  to  in(erfera  with  it| 
(hat,  in  regard  to  the  slaveholding  Slates  themsetves* 
it  was  entailed  upon  Ihem  by  a  foreign  snd  unnatural 
jurisdiction,  in  opposition  to  their  own  wishes  and  remon* 
stranceof  thut  there  ia  now  no  remedy  for  it,  witliin  the 
reach  of  any  human  agency,  and,  if  there  were,  it  nr  ust 
be  originated  and  applied  by  those  only  who  feel  tha 
evili  and  lhat  any  interference  with  it  by  this  Govern- 
ment, or  the  other  Slates,  would,  in  viohiting  the  most 
sacred  guarantees  of  the  consiitutton,  rend  the  Union  it- 
selfaiunder.  In  pursuing  this  course,  I  have  the  satis* 
faction  of  reflecting  that  I  follow  the  example  of  the 
greatest  men  and  the  purest  patriots  who  have  illustrated 
the  annals  of  our  cotmtry — of  the  fathers  of  the  republio 
itself.  It  never  entered  into  their  minds,  while  laying  the 
foundatiofi  of  the  great  and  glorious  bbrie  of  free 
Government,  to  contend  that  dnmeslie  slavery  was  a 
positive  good — a  great  good.  Wasliington,  Jefferson, 
Madison,  Marshall,  the  brightest  names  of  my  own  State, 
are  known  to  have  lamented  the  existence  of  slavery  as 
a  misfortune  and  an  evil  to  the  country,  and  ibeir 
thoughts  were  of^en  anxiously,  however  unavaititigly, 
exercised  in  devising  some  scheme  of  safe  and  practical 
relief,  proceeding  always,  however,  from  the  States 
which  suffered  the  evil.  Mr.  JefTerson's  writings^  from 
the  "  Nolea  on  Virginia"  to  the  latest  emanations  of  his 
great  and  patriutic  mind,  are  full  of  the  testimony  he  hai 
borne  on  this  question,  in  the  roost  impressive  language. 

In  following  such  ligtits  as  these,  I  feel  that  I  sin 
againnt  no  principle  of  republicanifim,  against  no  safe- 
guard  of  Southern  rights  and  Southern  policy,  when  [ 
frankly  say,  in  answer  to  the  interrrgatory  of  the  gen'le* 
man  from  South  Carolin:*,  that  I  do  regard  slavery  as  an 
evil— an  evil  not  uncompenuted,  t  know,  by  collateral 
effects  ofhigh  value  on  the  social  and  intellectual  character 
of  my  countrymen;  but  still,  in  the  eye  of  religion,  philan* 
Ihropy,  and  reason,  an  evil.  But,  evil  as  it  may  be,  it  is 
now  indlssulubly  interwoven  with  the  whole  frame  ofour 
society;  and,  if  remedy  there  be  for  it,  that  remedy  can 
come  from  the  hand  uf  Omnipotence  only.  In  the  mean 
time,  it  is  inviolably  protected  by  the  sanctuary  of  the 
constitution  itseU',  and  no  attempt  ran  be  made  to  dis* 
turb  it  without  aiming  a  psrrieidsl  blow  st  thst  instru- 
ment, which  forms  alike  the  security  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  whole  nation.  In  occupyingground  like 
this,  1  feel  that  1  rest  on  solid  and  tangible  principles,  the 
force  and  justice  of  which  every  mind  must  scknowledge. 
On  the  con<rary,  by  putting  the  defence  of  Southern 
rights  on  the  abstract  merits  of  slavery,  as  a  positive 
good,  as  a  natural  and  inevitable  law  of  society,  you 
shock  the  generous  sentiments  of  human  nature,  you  go 
counter  to  the  common  sense  of  manktn<1,  you  outrage 
the  fpirit  of  the  sgr,  and  alarm  the  minds  even  of  the 
most  liberal  and  patriotic  among  our  fellow-cilizens  of 
the  oilier  States,  fur  those  great  fundamental  truths  on 
which  our  common  poliiical  institutions  repose.  Un* 
favorable  revulsions  only,  in  the  public  sentiment,  can 
be  expected  from  bold  abstractions  of  this  kindi  and 
nothing,  1  verily  believe,  has  giVB*9\NfW|^n  tB* 
puUe  to  the  cause  of  tb«id«iAtlM«lMM>g|Met«  and 
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rerolUng  theory  or  human  rights  ftnd  huroftn  society,  by 
which,  of  lite,  the  instilution  or  domestic  sUrery  hu 
been  tuMiincd  snd  justified  by  some  of  its  advocates  in  a 
portion  ot  the  South.  Sir,  tbe  true  line  oT  principle  and 
policy  is  to  stand  upon  ihetolemiiguaranteeaof  tbe  con- 
stitution, tlie  impregnable  position  of  our  acknowledged 
and  indisputable  rights;  and,  in  the  name  of  those  right*, 
and  of  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union,  I  now  call 
upon  the  patriotiam  of  the  Senate  to  apply  tbe  only 
quietus  (be  subject  adroita,  by  laying  the  motion  to  re- 
ceire  tbeae  memoritbon  the  table. 

Tbf  debate  ww  further  continued  by  Messrs.  CUTH- 
BEBT,  WALL,  RIVES,  CALHOUN,  and  EWINGi 
when. 

On  moliontof  Mr.  HUBBARD,  tiie  motion  to  receive 
tbe  memorial  was  bud  upon  the  table,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
u  follows: 

Yki^s— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  UlAk,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent.  King  of  Alabanrta,  King  of 
Oeorg^,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nicholas,  NofTcU,  P»gr, 
Preaton,  Rives,  Robinaon,  Runle*,  Sevier,  Spence, 
Strange,  Walker,  White,  Wrigbl— 

NAxa— Messrs.  Clay,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hen- 
dricks, Knight,  Morris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Robbins,  South- 
ard, Swift,  Tipton,  TomlinsoD,  Wall,  Webster— 15. 

Tbe  Senate  then  adjourned. 

TuKBDAT,  Fkbbuakz  7. 

MEXICO. 

Tbe  following  message  was  received  frvm  (he  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  through  Mr.  Jacksor,  his 
private  secretary: 

7h  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  States.- 

At  (be  beginninff  of  (his  session,  Congreu  was  in- 
formed that  our  claims  upon  Mexico  bad  not  been  ad> 
justed,  but  that,  notwithstanding  the  Irritating  effect  up- 
on ber  councils  of  the  movements  in  Texas,  I  hoped,  by 
preat  forbearance,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  again  bring- 
ing the  subject  of  (hem  to  your  notice.  That  hope  baa 
been  disappc^nted.  Having  in  vain  urged  upon  (hat  Gov- 
ernment (he  justice  of  those  claims,  and  my  indispensable 
obligation  to  insist  (hat  there  should  be  "  no  further  de- 
lay m(he  acknowledgment,  if  not  in  the  redress  of  the 
inijufies  complained  of,"  my  duty  requites  that  tbe  whole 
SDl»eet  should  be  presented,  as  it  now  is,  for  tbe' action 
of  Congress,  whrae  exclurive  right  it  is  to  decide  on  the 
further  measures  of  redress  to  be  employed.  Tbe  length 
of  time  since  some  of  (he  injuries  have  been  committed, 
tbe  repeated  and  unavailing  applications  for  redress,  the 
wanton  character  of  some  of  the  outrages  upon  (he  prop, 
crty  and  persona  of  our  citizens,  upon  the  officers  and 
Jlsg  of  the  United  Siales,  independent  of  recent  insults 
to  this  Gorernment  and  people  by  the  late  eztraordi- 
naipr  Mexican  minihter,  would  justify,  in  the  eyrs  of  sll 
nations,  immediate  war.  'I'hat  remedy,  however,  should 
not  be  used  by  just  and  generous  nations,  confiding  in 
their  strength,  for  injuries  committed,  if  it  can  be  honor- 
ably avoided^  and  it  has  occurred  to  me  that,  consider- 
ing the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  that  country, 
we  should  act  with  both  wisdom  and  moderation,  by 
fl^Ttng  to  Mexico  one  more  opportunity  to  atone  for  the 
past,  before  we  take  redress  into  our  own  hands.  To 
•roid  all  misconception  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  as  well  as 
to  protect  our  own  national  character  from  reprosch, 
this  opportunity  should  be  given,  with  tbe  avowed  de- 
sign and  full  preparation  to  take  immediate  aatisfaction  if 
it  ahould  not  be  obtained  on  a  repetition  of  the  demand 
for  it.  To  this  end,  I  recommend  that  an  act  be  passed 
authorizing  reprisals,  and  tbe  use  of  the  naval  force  of 
the  United  States,  by  tbe  Executive,  agaimt  Mexico,  to 


enforce  them,  in  the  event  of  a  refun',  by  the  Ueiictn 
Government,  to  come  (o  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
matters  in  controversy  between  us,  upon  another  de- 
mand thereof  made  from  on  board  one  our  veticli  of  war 
on  the  coast  of  Mexico. 

The  documents  herewith  transmitted,  wiib  (bose  k- 
companying  my  messsge  in  answer  to  a  call  of  the  House 
of  RepresenUtives  of  the  17lh  ultimo,  will  enable  Con- 
greaa  to  judge  of  (be  propriety  of  the  course  hfretufbie 
pursued,  and  .to  decide  upon  the  neeessiiy  of  that  sow 
recommended. 

If  these  views  should  fail  to  meet  the  concurrence  ef 
Congress,  and  that  body  be  able  to  find  In  the  conditim 
of  tbe  sfiairs  between  the  two  countries,  as  ditckiied 
the  accompanying  documents,  with  those  referred  to, 
any  well-grounded  reasons  to  hope  thai  an  ailjustmtnt  of 
the  controversy  between  them  can  betfTecled  witboult 
resort  to  tbe  measures  1  have  felt  it  my  duly  to  recon- 
mend,  tbey  may  be  assured  of  my  co-opcralion  in  tiq 
other  course  that  shall  be  deemed  bonond>leaBd  proper. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
WisBiaoTOB,  February  G,  I837< 

The  messsge  was  readt  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  it  wu  ordered  to  be 
printed,  together  with  the  accompanyii^  documeitl^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rebrtkm 

ABOLITION  OF  8t.AVEKY. 

Mr.  MORRIS  presented  an  abolition  petitna  fros 
Ohio;  which  was  read,  at  bis  request. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  that  it  be  not  received. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  (i 
blej  which  was  done  accordingly,  (by  yeu  and  nsy»,  on 
the  call  of  Mr.  Moaais,)  as  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Btsck,  Brovn,  Bu- 
chanan, Clayton,  Dana,  E»ing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Gnia- 
dy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  ol  Alabama,  Ung  of  G^* 
gia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholaa,  Norvetl,  Parker, 
Preston,  Robinson,  Buggies,  Strange,  Walker,  Wbitr, 
Wright— 27. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bwing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kn'fbt, 
McKean,  Morris,  Niles,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  8«U>,  Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson— 11. 

EXPUNGING  RESOLUTION. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  the  preambleandrcsuluiiaai 
of  the  Legislature  of  Delaware,  instruetmg  Ihetr  Sch* 
tora  to  introduce  and  support  a  resolutioa  to  rescind  ue 
expunging  resolution  of  Mr.  BtliTuv,  and  to  restore  the 
journal  of  the  Senate  to  the  state  in  which  it  was  befve 
this  act  of  violence  wab  commitled  upon  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  would  be  impracticable,  or  at  \t*^ 
improper,  to  obey  these  instructions  at  this 
of  Congrefs,  as  Mr.  Bebtoii*s  rrsolution  must  be  repw- 
ed  as  exprtssing  the  sense  of  the  Senate  as  al  p*^*^"' 
composed.  But  he  gave  notice  that,  in  complisr>ce  aito 
these  instructions,  he  would  introduce  such  a  rcswut>c'» 
at  the  next  srs«on,  and  would  do  so  at  every  succcroiPE 
session,  as  long  as  he  should  continue  a  Senator,  till  the 
object  shouM  be  accomplisLedt  which  attempt  be  bop« 
would  be  followed  np  by  evtry  Senator  from  Delaw»re. 
Being  thus  aclUHted  by  the  same  spirit  of  contiMaM< 
which  had  been  so  much  lauded  by  the  Senator  n«a 
Missouri,  and  u  hich  in  his  case  had  proved  so  suectw<»F 
be  hi'ped  the  day  was  not  distant  when  tbey  would  rt- 
store  tlie  journal,  and  make  it  what  be  believed  wa-s  >i 
this  moment,  the  public  sentiment  of  the  people  of 
United  States.  He  moved  (afier  iu  reading)  that  tw 
resolution  be  laid  on  the  table,  snd  printed. 

Mr.  BROWN  astd  he  did  not  doubt  tbe  persevtrsoc* 
of  (be  gentleman.  He  would  also  vote  fo^  prinlinc  the 
document,  as  a  matter  of  wanHl  to  ifc«Ll^WsiiJ«  « 
DeUwaret  tboufb,  in  (HMf  ^-^iSW2iM«i»A.  be 
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'  benered  •  motion  to  print  luch  •  document  bad  not  been 
eirried. 

The  motion  to  print  «nd  hy  on  (be  table  vh  tlien  car- 
ried. 

FOREIGN   AGGRESSION   UPON  AMERICAN 
SLAVE  PROPERTY. 

A  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Cxiwovn,  calling  on  the 
President  Tar  informstion  in  reffard  to  tbe  aggression 
committed  by  the  authorities  of  Bermuda  on  a  Southern 
vessel,  freighted  with  slaves,  which  was  driven  by  dis- 
tress into  the  port!  of  Bermudn,  coining  up  for  consid* 
eration — 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  the  cases  referred  to 
-  in  the  reaolutton  presented  one  of  the  greatest  outriget 
ever  committed  on  the  tights  of  tndiTidaals  by  a  civilized 
Power.  The  resolution  proposed  to  ask  from  the  Presi- 
dent  copies  of  any  correspondence  that  may  have  talcen 
place  with  the  British  Government  relative  to  the  sei- 
zure, by  the  British  authorities,  of  tbe  staves  who  were 
carried  as  passengers  in  two  American  vessels.  One  of 
these  renels  had  sailed  from  Wilmington,  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  for  New  Orleans,  baving  on  board 
wme  ilaTe^  tbe  property  of  a  gentleaan  removing  from 
Miet  Slate  to  the  State  of  Mississippi  i  and  she  wm 
wrecked  near  New  Proridence,  where  the  slaves  were 
forcibly  seized  and  detained.  Tbe  Legislature  of  North 
Carorms  had,  in  consequence,  expressed  their  disappro- 
bation of  such  unwarrantable  conduct,  and  unanimously 
passed  resolutions  calling  upon  the  General  Government 
to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  matter.  The  other  case 
wa«  that  of  a  vessel  bound  frnm  Alexandria,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Cohimbia,  to  Charleston,  South  Caroliiw.  Hav- 
ing met  with  very  stormy  weather,  ahe  wu  forced  into 
the  port  of  Bermuda,  where  the  British  authorities  took 
possession  of  the  slaves,  and  set  them  at  liberty.  He  in- 
sisted that  there  was  not  a  clearer  constitutional  question 
than  that  a  vessel  tailing  from  one  port  of  the  United 
Stales  to  another  was  as  free  from  search  as  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  Stales  itaelfi  and  when  a  vessel  was 
forced  by  stress  of  weather  into  a  foreign  port,  she  was 
entitled  to  commiseration  on  account  of  bcr  situatian. 
The  cl^mt  of  humanity,  he  held,  were,  in  such  cases  to 
be  superadded  to  the  laws  of  nations.  These  points  be- 
ing so  clear,  he  was  astonished  that  outrages  of  this  kind 
had  been  committed  for  the  last  three  years.  He  did 
not  doubt,  for  a  moment,  but  that  the  Executive  had 
done  his  duty,  and  exercised  his  accustomed  vigilance, 
in  reference  to  these  matters.  But  still  he  (Mr.  C.)  was 
at  a  loss  to  perceive  how  it  happened,  after  such  a  lapse ' 
of  time,  that  the  slaves  had  not  been  restored,  nor  any 
compensation  made  to  the  owners.  Now,  this  resolu- 
lution  he  had  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  getting  in- 
formation on  the  subject,  and  In  oraer  that  justice  might 
be  dftnc  to  our  citizens. 

At  the  au^^ion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  mocUfied  his  resolution,  so  as  to  in- 
sert in  it  the  words  *'  provided  the  Prerirent  does  not 
deem  it  Incompatible  with  tbe  poblic  inlerestat"  and  tbe 
resolution,  thus  amended,  was  adopted. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  BOOKS. 

The  resolution  authorizing  tbe  distribution,  among  the 
new  Senator*,  of  nineteen  copies  of  the  American  State 
Papers,  published  by  Mesars.  Galea  &  Seatoo,  coming 
up  for  connderalion— 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com-_ 
miitee  on  tbe  Ubrary. 

Mr.  PRESTON  objected  to  tbe  motion.  It  was  a 
question,  he  said,  of  mere  distribution;  and,  if  an  inqui- 
ry beyond  that  were  instituted,  it  did  not  properly  be- 
long to  tbe  Library  Committee. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  was  oppowl  to  any  reference.  A 


committee  could  do  nothing  to  assist  tbe  Senate  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  LINN  sugH-eatcd  the  propriety  of  throwing  all 
such  documents  into  the  library.  He  said  he  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  do  so  with  his;  and  would  make  a  mo* 
tion  to  that  effieet  to-morrow,  unless  some  other  Senator 
would  do  so. 

Mr.  SEVIBR  said  that,  if  this  resohition  should  not  be 
carried,  be  should  vote  that  the  doeaments  in  the  posset- 
sion  of  the  older  members  should  be  restored. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  said  that  those  could  not  be  recovered 
which  had  been  carried  away,  and  some  of  the  Senators 
would  be  unwilling  to  restore  what  they  had  received- 
He  thought  it  was  best  to  serve  all  alike.  It  had  been 
said  that  it  was  stolen  properly.  If  it  were  so,  he  was 
disposed,  like'tbe  Senator  fnm  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Sxvisb,] 
in  regard  to  the  public  lands,  to  take  his  share  of  the 
spoils,  whatever  might  be  hereafter. 

Mr.  BENTON  suegested  two  amendments  to  the  res- 
olution: first,  to  strike  all  out,  and  direct  the  members 
who  had  received  such  tlocuments  to  restore  themt  and 
if  that  should  fiiil,  he  would  then  move  that  tbe  Secreta- 
ry should  get  the  documents  at  the  lowest  price  for 
which  they  eould  be  obtained.  He  would  also  move 
hereafter  that  each  Senator  should  be  furnisbed  with  tbe 
legislative  history  of  the  time  during  which  he  should 
remain  in  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  resolution  was  latd- 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 

LAND  BILL. 

And  the  question  being  on  tbe  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands — 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  Mr.  WALKER, 
chairman  of  the  Land  Committee,  explained,  geriaiim, 
the  several  pointii  in  which  tbe  bill,  as  now  reported, 
differed  from  the  shape  in  which  it  bad  been  recommitted. 

The  sum  amounted  to  this:  that,  instead  of  requiring 
occupation  and  cultivation  for  two  years,  in  order  to  a  pat- 
ent, it  required  only  one  year;  that,  in  order  to  a  pre- 
emption, the  land  must  have  been  occupied,  resided  on, 
and  cultivated,  prior  to  the  1st  of  December,  1S36;  that 
a  parent  must  enter  land  for  his  children  at  private  sale, 
and  not  over  two  sections  for  tbem  all,  (instead  of  a  sec* 
tion  for  each  child;)  and  that  four  quarter-quarter  sec- 
tions might  be  entered. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  toamend  the  bill  In  the  fourth 
section,  so  as  to  require  titat  the  proof  of  cultivation,  &c., 
by  two  competent  witneatea,  should  be  made  *'  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  register  and  receiver,'*  before  whom  it 
is  to  be  proved. 

The  motion  was  resisted  by  Mr.  WALKER,  u  being 
unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  if  proof  was  to  be  made  to  any 
one,  it  must,  of  course,  be  proof  to  bis  satU&ctioD,  or 
the  thing  was  not  proved  to  him. 

A  long  discussion  ensued,  in  which  it  was  insisted  by 
the  advocates  of  the  amendment,  that,  as  the  bill  point- 
ed out  haw  the  fact  in  question  was  to  be  proved,  viz: 
by  the  oath  of  two  competent  and  disinterested  witness- 
es, unless  the  amendment  should  be  inserted,  alt  discre- 
tion would  be  taken  away  from  the  register  and  receiver, 
and  he  nmst  be  obliged  to  receive  an  affidavit  of  two 
such  witnesses  as  proof  of  the  fact,  though  he  might 
personally  know  to  tbe  contrary,  or  though  a  hundred 
witnesses  should  testify  the  reverse. 

A  law  argument  on  this  point  took  place  between 
Messrs.  BAYARD  and  BLACK. 

Mr.  £  WING  proposed  that  the  inhabitation  or  cultiva- 
tion itsell  should  be  required  by  the  bill,  and  not  the 
mere  proof  of  it  by  two  witneeses;  tbe  mode  in  which 
it  should  be  proved  migtkt  be  added,  if  nec^^ry;  but. 
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u  (he  bill  now  stood,  the  Tiict  of  inhiibitation  or  ciiltivi- 
tton  wat  nowhere  rrquTerl.  An  Affidavit  wb^  *lt  that 
WM  reqn'red.  Hp  mtr^esled  •  mo<)iiic«tinn  of  ihe  amend- 
mentf  to  u  to  effect  ihia  object  by  reqiiii  injr «  "  reflid^nce 
for  three  months  prior  to  the  Itt  nf  December,  1836, 
•nd  that  the  mme  be  proved  before  the  re^iiter  and  re> 
eeiver  by  two  diainlereited  and  co*npetent  wittienei." 
But  thi§  was  rejected,  as  fullow* : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bxyanl,  Cithoiin,  CUy,  Clayton.  Crit- 
tenden, Davis,  Rtt  infif  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Kmfl  of  Grarf;ia, 
Knifflit,  Morris,  Nili'i,  Prentiss  Bobbins,  Ruftcl's, 
Sniiihard,  Spenee,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomhnson,  Wall, 
WebNter,  White— 23. 

Nati— Messrs.  Benton,  Rl^cV,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Culh'bert,  Dana,  Ewiof^  of  lllmnin,  Fullon,  Grundy, 
Hendrick*,  Hiibbard,  Kingf  of  Alabama,  L-nn,  Lyon, 
Monre,  Ho'iion,  Nicholas  Nnrvrll,  Pagr,  K:ves,  Rib- 
inson*  Sevier,  Stranfre,  Walfcer,  Wrigli'— 25. 

The  amendment  as  at  first  propot^d,  rfquirinc  the 
prnof  10  he  made  •<  to  the  satisraction  of  the  register  and 
receiver,"  was  Uirn  afc^eed  to,  as  follows: 

YtAt— Metsm.  Bayard,  CHlhniin,  Clavinn,  Critlendett, 
Dana,  Divis,  Ewin|r  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Kin;;  of  Geori^ia, 
Kniffht,  Moore,  Morria,  Niles,  Page,  Prentia%  Hobbint, 
RiiiricieM,  Souihsrd,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tumlinton, 
WhII,  White— 24. 

Nats— Meisri.  Benton,  BlacV,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cnlhbert,  Ewinf^  of  IHinniN,  Fultnn,  Grundy,  Hen> 
drirk",  Hubbard,  Kins  of  Alabama,  Ijnn,  Lyon,  Moinon, 
Nicholas  Norrell,  Rives.  Rubinson,  Sevier.  Strange, 
Walker,  Wr'tfrhl— 23. 

Mr.  SWIFT  pnipnsed  to  amend  Ihe  4ih  seoiion,  bo  m 
to  provide  that  no  pre-emption  be  grinted  to  any  in- 
dividuHtfor  more  than  <*one  legal  subdivision**  of  the 
public  land. 

Bui  it  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

YiA«— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoiin,  CUy,  Clayton,  Crlt- 
tenden,  Davia,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Grorgis, 
Knight,  Morris,  Prentiss,  Rnhhins,  Riiggle*,  Southard, 
Bpeuee,  Swifi,  Tomhnson,  Wall,  While — 20. 

Nat* — Mrssrs.  Hrntim,  BUck,  Cnthhert,  Dins,  Kwing 
orillinors  Fohoi),  Grundy,  Hemlricks,  Hnbbiinl,  Ring 
of  AlahiimSf  Linn,  Lvim,  Moore,  Moiiton,  Nichnl.ts, 
Nilfs,  Norvfll,  Pug",  RivfS,  R  binson,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Tip'on,  W.Ikf-r.  Wright— 25. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  moved  to  amend  the  7tb  aeciion  by 
atriking  imii  the  clause  about  quarter-quarter  iec(io''s, 
ami  inverting  a  provision  that  all  lurid  purchased  under 
the  first  five  sections  of  Ihe  bill  should  be  taken  in  sub  )i- 
vision«,  according  to  the  public  snrveysj  (hat  none 
gtmutd  be  entered  in  less  ihiin  qnarter-quHrirr  hccliim*, 
■nd  in  not  more  than  four  siibdivi^inns  hy  one  iixlividiial. 

Mr.  R.  spoke  at  tome  length  in  fnvor  of  Ihe  Kmenrl- 
ment,  as  necessary  to  prevent  pnrchasrrs  tnm  roiimiptR 
over  Ihe  whole  public  domain,  and  selecting,  in  i>matl 
parcels  of  40  aerea,  nil  the  cltuice  spots,  leavtiig  the  resi- 
due comparatively  valueless.  As  the  bill  now  stood,  a 
tnau  migtit  enter  twenty-one  diflVrent  trHCls,  in  all  the 
Btatcn  and  Territories  where  lite  public  laniU  He. 

After  a  ditcussion  of  some  length,  in  which  ihefmend- 
mmt  waa  opposed  by  Mmsts.  MOOKB,  IILACK,  ami 
WALKER,  and  defended  hy  the  mover  and  Mr.  EWING 
-of  Ohtn^  it  watrrjectetl,  us  fiillu*-9: 

Teas— Messrs.  B  yHid,  Callii'tin,  Clay,  Cla5ton,  Orit. 
tenden,  Dnna,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Oh<o|  Kent,  K-ng  of 
Georga,  Knighl,  Morri«,  Prentiss  Preston,  Rubhina, 
RiigRlea,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Wall, 
Webster,  White— 23. 

Nats — Messrs.  Henlon,  BUck,  Bnchanao,  Cnlhbert, 
Ewingofllliitois  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  L  nn,  L>on,  Mooi  e,  Moiilon,  Nicholas 
Ndea,  Norvell.  Pav,  Hi»f  s»  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wright— 35.  *■ 


Mr.  ftlOORE  moved  an  additional  clause,  tntroducng 
the  graduation  principle,  and  securing  the  pre-emptka 
right  of  persons  who  had  been  deprived  of  their  land  bf 
the  location  thereon  of  Indian  reiemtions.  After  a 
brief  diflcusrion,  in  whidi  Mr.  MOORBand  Hr.SBTlBB 
took  part,  the  amendment  was  rejected,  as  rollovti 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Fuhoo,  Hea* 
dricks  Kin)t  of  AUbama.  Moore,  Uorris,  Nicholas,  Bob' 
insoii,  Rngglea,  Sevier,  Walker,  White— U. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Calhovn.  Chf- 
Inn,  Culhbert,  Dans,  Kwingof  lllinws,  Ewing  of  OkiSh 
Grumly,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knigbr,  Lim, 
Lyon,  Mouton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Prcntis*,  Prestoiv 
R  ve*,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Tgnliiuo^ 
Wall,  Wright— S9. 

Mr.  KING,  ofGeui^ifl,  moved,  as  an  amcndoicaltfkthe 
4th  section,  to  insert  a  proviso,  <*That  Ibe  applicaiA 
ahall  make  oath  that  he  has  not  received  Ihe  bcacfilif 
any  pre-emption  law  heretofore  pas«d." 

Mr.  K.  stated  that  the  object  of  thia  imendmcirt  «M 
to  break  up  the  bu«nesa  of  pn^easionat  squatters.  The 
object  of  Congresi^  he  laid,  vm  ta  encourage  aelllB* 
ment  and  cultivation.  The  restraint  on  squattiafk 
which  was  in  the  4th  section  of  the  bill  when  rtten* 
mitied,  had  been  left  out  in  ihia  bill  by  the  connutue. 
This  proposition,  he  said,  was  unanimously  accepted  ^ 
the  committee  at  (he  last  session. 

Mr.  BLACK  opposed  the  atnendnMot,  bccnse  M 
such  restraint  on  speculators  existed. 

Mr.  WALKER  also  oppoaed  the  amendiDeDt.  becaast 
he  could  see  no  reason  why  a  pre-emption  right  aboiil 
not  be  granted  in  a  subsequent  cue  as  well  u  ia  a  p» 
ceding. 

Mr.  MOORB  said  all  the  new  States  were  not  treated 
with  equal  justice  by  this  bill.    He  had  endeavored, 
his  recent  amendment,  in  part  to  remedy  this  injuiua 
in  regard  lo  his  own  Stale,  but  it  had  been  voted  doirfc 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia.  s«id  this  bill  wasagtcatderi 
worse  tlun  when  recummilted.  It  was  now  not  a  IS 
lo  encourage  settlement  and  cultivation,  bnt  puidyH 
encourage  squatting  and  speculation.  He  called  forihS 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  questioni  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MOORE  vindicated  his  coostitufnts  from  sUop- 
probrioiiH  epithets,  and  remarked  that  the  bill  had  beat 
IVameil  by  the  political  friends  of  the  Senator  fnM 
Georgia. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows; 

YiAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhuun,  Clayts^ 
Crittrnden,  Ciitliben,  Davis.  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kea^ 
King  of  Atabam»,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Morriit 
PrentiHo,  Robbins  Ku^glea,  Southard,  Swifi,  TomliaiOlb 
\V»II,  W.bxitr,  While— 22. 

Nats  — MeNirs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Du^ 
Kwiog  of  Illinois  Futtnn,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  ilubbai^ 
Lion,  Lyon,  HiMire,  Mouton,  Niclioltia,  NiUa,  Nofftl^ 
PHgf,  Rives,  Uobinaon,  Sevier,  Strange*  WalkHtl 
Wr.gl.t— 93. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Grorgra,  moved  an  amendment  in  tkt 
4lh  section,  disallowing  the  occupancy  of  any  land  ts 
which  the  Indian  title  hxd  been  mil  only  exiinguishtd^ 
but  from  which  Ihe  Indians  had  been  removed. 

On  this  amendment  a  detiBle  of  some  spirit  aniVi 
chiefly  between  the  mnverand  Mr.  MOORE,  of  Alabi«^ 
in  the  course  of  which  some  raihrr  sharp  thing*  Mt 
said,  nn  the  one  side,  respecting  the  treat  ment  of  iki 
Indians  by  Georgia,  and,  on  the  utiier,  of  tliecharscHT 
i>f  those  who  had  left  Geoi^a  to  settle  oo  Indian  ra(^ 
vationsin  Alabama. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Clajton,  Davis  Ewir? ' 
Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Nicholas  I'lt*' 
tiss,  Kobbins,  Southard,  Swtft/lW|f^^I  <:Wa)I,  WiK 
•ter.  White— 16.    Digifizedby*  -^"""''•1'" 
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Nit* — Menn.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Bticlitnan, 
Cuthhert,  Dana,  Ewinj;  of  lllinnia,  Fulton,  Grundy, 
Hendrickn,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Mouton,  Nilea.  NorvHI,  Pafte,  Rirei,  Bobinion, 
Sevier.  Stranjre,  Walker,  Wrifrht— 35. 
7  Mr.  SWING,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  unenS  the  3d  lection 
■o  u  to  require  •  re^enee  of  two  years,  'mslead  of  one 
year.  The  Srnate  had  agreed  to  this  amendment  by  a 
decided  vote  before. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  nid  that  that  had  been  done  when  the 
bill  contained  the  feature  of  pro<)pective  pre-emption. 

Mr.  EWING  replied  that  this  had  nothing  to  do  with 
pre-emption,  but  referred  to  the  regular  entry  of  land 
by  acioal  seit'ers. 

The  amendment  was  rejected,  at  followsi 

Yua— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  .Davis, 
Ewing  or  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knijtht,  Morris, 
Prentiss  Bobbin",  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  . 
Webaler,  White— 17- 

1  Navs — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthberl,  Dana,  Bwinfr  of  Illinois,  FuKiin,  Grundy, 
Hendrieks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  L<nn,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Hives, 
Bobinaon,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  Wright— 36. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  correct  a  mistake  in  the  bill, 
as  printed,  by  inserting  toUhin  the  year  183^  instead  of 
during  Ihe  year  1836. 

It  was  carried,  as  rollowi: 

Tsis — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Gutjibert,  Ewing  of  lliinnis,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen* 
drick^  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabarfia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore, 
Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nilex,  Norvell,  Page,  Rivea,  Robin, 
•on,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  Wright— 35. 

Naxb— Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Bwing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Geoi^ia,  Knight,  Pren* 
lias,  Kohbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Web< 
•ter,  Whiie-16. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  agreeing,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  Ihe  Whole,  to  the  amendment  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  ss  it  had  been  amended — 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  the  bill,  especially  since  it 
had  been  reduced  to  its  present  shape,  was  beneficial 
flteither  to  the  new  nor  to  the  old  Statea,  and  very  op- 
pressive to  actual  settlers.  He  should  infinitely  prefer 
ceding  the  lands  entirely  to  the  States  in  which  they  liet 
■nd,  with  that  view,  he  bid  prepared  an  amendment  in 
(he  shape  nf  a  substitute  For  the  present  bill,  and  which 
he  now  moved.  It  was  sent  to  the  Secretary's  table,  and 
read,  as  ftillaws; 

Strike  nut  all  afker  the  word  "that,"  in  the  first  line, 
and  insert— 

All  Ihe  public  lands  within  the  States  oT  AlabamB,  Mis- 
fSatiippi,  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Miasnuri,  IHmois,  Indiana, 
Ohio,  and  Michigan,  with  the  exceptions  of  the  wtes  of 
fortiGcatinna,  navy  and  dock  yardii,  arienaN,  magazineii, 
and  all  other  public  buihlings,  be  ceded  to  the  Stales 
within  the  limits  nf  which  they  are  respectively  situated, 
on  ihe  (bllowing  conditional 

First.  That  the  said  States  shall  severally  pass  acts, 
lo  be  irrerttcahle,  tliat  they  will  annually  pay  lu  the 
United  Stales  thirty-three  and  one  third  per  cent,  on  the 
fCrou  amount  of  the  sales  of  such  litnds,  on  or  before  the 
6rst  d*y  of  Perbmary  of  each  succeeding  year. 

Secondly.  That  the  minimum  pric,  as  now  fixed  by 
law,  shall  remain  unchanged  until  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry, eighteen  hundred  and  furly-twot  after  which  time  the 
price  of  all  landi  heretofore  offered  at  public  sate,  and 
then  remaining  unsold  ten  yeara  or  upwards,  preceding 
the  first  day  of  January  aforesaid,  may  be  reduced  by 
said  States  to  a  price  not  less  than  one  dollar  per  acre; 
•nil  nil  lands  that  may  have  been  ofTered  at  public  sale, 
and  remaining  unsold  fifteen  years  or  upwards,  preceding 
the  first  day  of  Jamiary,  eighteen  hundred  and  furty-ier- 


en,  may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  said  States  to  a  price 
not  less  than  seventy-five  cents  per  acrej  and  all  landa 
that  may  have  been  ofiered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining 
uns'ild  twenty  years  or  upwards,  preceding  the  first  day 
of  Jantwry,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-twi),  may  then  be 
reduced  by  laid  Statea  to  a  price  not  less  than  lifW  cents 
per  acrei  and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  offered  at 
public  Bale,  and  remaining  unsold  twenty  yeara  or  up- 
wards, preceding  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven,  may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  said 
Slates  to  a  price  not  less  than  thirty-five  cents  per  acre^ 
and  all  lands  that  may  have  been  offered  at  public  sale, 
and  remaining  unsold  thirty  years  or  upwards,  preceding 
the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two, 
may  thereafter  be  reduced  by  aaid  Statea  to  a  price  not 
less  than  twenty  cents  per  scret  am)  all  bnds.that  shall 
have  been  ofFered  at  public  sale,  and  remaining  unsold 
thirty.five  years  or  upwards,  shall  be  ceded  immediately 
to  the  States  in  which  aaid  lands  are  situated:  Provided, 
That  all  lands  which  shall  remain  unsold,  after  having 
been  ufTered  at  public  sale  for  ten  years,  and  which  do 
not  come  under  the  above  provisions,  shall  be  subject  lo 
the  provisions  of  graduation  and  cession  aforesaid,  at  tbo 
respective  periods  of  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  twenty-five, 
thirty,  and  thirty -five  years,  after  said  sale,  commencing 
from  Ihe  expiration  often  years  after  the  same  bad  been 
oflTercd  at  public  eale. 

Thirdly.  That  the  lands  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
legal  subdivisions,  in  the  sale  and  surrey,  as  is  now  provi- 
d«t  by  law,  reserving  for  each  township  the  nxteenth  s|ec« 
tion,  or  the  substitute,  u  heretofore  provided  by  laW)  and 
th«  land  not  yet  ofilered  for  aale  shall  be  first  ofiered  by 
the  State,  at  public  auction,  and  he  sold,  for  cash  only, 
in  the  manner  now  provided  by  lawi  and  any  land  now 
or  hereafter  remaining  unsold,  atter  the  same  ahall  have 
been  ofiered  at  public  auction,  shall  be  aubject  to  entry, 
for  cash  only,  according  to  the  graduation  which  may  be 
fixed  by  the  States  respectively,  under  the  proTinoni  of 
this  act. 

Fourthly.  This  cession,  together  with  the  portion  of 
the  salea  to  be  retained  by  the  States,  respectively,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  in  full  of  the  five  per 
cent,  fund,  or  any  part  thereof,  not  already  advanced  to 
any  Statei  and  the  said  States  shall  be  exclusively  liable 
for  all  charges  that  may  hereafter  accrue  from  the  sur- 
veys, sales,  and  management  of  the  public  lands  and  extin- 
guishment of  Indian  title  within  the  limits  of  said  States, 
respectively. 

Fifthly.  That  on  a  failure  to  comply  with  any  of  the 
above  conditions,  or  a  violation  uf  the  ssmeron  the  psrt 
of  any  of  the  said  States,  the  cession  herein  made  to  the 
Slate  failing  to  comply  with  or  violating  said  conditions 
shall  be  thereby  rendered  null  and  voidi  and  all  grants 
or  titles  thereafter  msde  by  aaid  State,  for  any  portion 
of  the  public  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  same,  ceded 
by  this  act,  sliall  be  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  null  and 
void,  and  of  no  effleet  whatever. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  UU  further  enatted.  That  whenever  the 
Prewdent  of  the  United  Stales  shall  be  officially  notified 
that  any  of  Ihe  aaid  States  has  passed  an  act  in  compli- 
ance with  the  above  conditions,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  he  shall  think  proper  to  close  the 
land  offices,  including  the  surveying  department,  within 
the  limits  of  said  Slalei  and  that  the  commissions  of  all 
ofllcers  connected  therewith  shall  expire  on  a  day  to  be 
fixed  by  him,  but  which  day  shall  not  be  beyond  six 
months  from  the  day  he  received  ihe  official  notification 
of  the  passage  of  said  act. 

Ssc.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  on  such  notifi- 
cation being  made,  ,the  sjid  Stales  shall  be  relieved  from 
all  compacts,  acts,  or  ordinance,  imposing  restrictions  on 
the  right  of  said  State  to  tax  any  landi  by  her  authority, 
subsequent  to  tbe  sate  thereof,  ceded  by  this  act|  and 
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kit  mapi,  tiller,  records,  book*,  documents,  and  papers, 
in  the  General  Land  OfBce  at  Washington,  relatire  to 
said  UndSf  shall  be  subjrct  to  the  order  and  dispowiion 
of  the  Executive  of  said  State. 

Sac.  4.  Jnd  be  it  further  tnadedt  That  all  lands  of  the 
United  States  within  the  limits  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee, 
with  the  eiceptions  enumerated  in  the  first  section  of 
this  act,  shall  be^  and  the  same  are  hereby,  ceded  to  said 
State. 

Mr.  BENTON  objected  to  any  arrangement  which  eZ' 
tended  so  far  as  nas  proposed  by  the  amendment.  We 
were  near  another  census,  when  the  representation  of 
the  new  States  would  be  greatly  augmented,  and  they 
mifcht  come  into  Congress,  and  write  their  own  terms. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  had  heard  a  great  deal  said  about 
bribinft  the  people  with  their  own  money;  argument!  of 
that  kind  had  been  reiterated,  but  they  had  never  had 
much  effect  on  him.  But  speaking  on  tht  same  princi- 
ples on  which  this'  bad  been  said,  and  without  intending 
any  thing  personal  toward  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  he  would  say  this  waa  the  most  splendid 
bribe  that  had  ever  yet  been  offered.  It  was  to  give  the 
entire  pablie  domain  to  the  people  of  the  new  States, 
without  fee  or  reward,  and  on  the  single  condition  that 
they  should  not  bring  all  the  land  into  market  at  once. 
It  was  the  first  time  such  a  proposition  had  been  brought 
forward  for  legiaiation;  and  he  solemnly  protested  against 
the  principle  that  Coneress  had  any  right,  in  equity  or 
justice,  to  give  what  belonged  to  the  entire  people  of 
the  Union  to  the  inhabilanta  of  any  State  or  Stales  what- 
ever. After  warmly  expressing  his  dissent  to  the  amend- 
ment, Mr.  B.  said  he  hoped  it  would  not  receive  Ihe 
sanction  of  any  considerable  portion  of  the  Senate. 

Hr.  BLACK  was  willing  to  take  up  the  amendment  as 
a  sutntantive  measure,  independently  of  the  present  bil), 
but  not  as  an  amendment  to  it.  He  was  not  prepared  to 
say  whether  it  proposed  a  good  bargMn  to  Mississippi  or 
nott  but  however  that  might  be,  he  could  not  vote  for  it 
now.  If  the  pending  hilt  was  to  fall,  it  should  be  by 
aeme  other  means  than  the  interpoiition  of  a  proposal  of 
this  ebaraeter. 

Nr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  would  vote  for  the  substitute 
now  proposed.  In  preference  to  the  bill  before  the  Senate. 
He  believed  it  would  be  a  hundred  thousand  times  bet- 
ter fur  Ihe  people  of  the  United  Statea.  He  recognised 
the  principles  stated  by  the  Senator  from  Penn^lvania, 
and  he  only  regretted  that  that  gentleman  had  not 
thought  of  them  a  little  sooner,  so  as  to  apply  them  to 
the  present  bill.' 

Hr.  WALKER  said  he  shotild  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment with  pleasure:  the  abject  it  proposed  was  dear  to 
every  new  State.  It  would  put  them  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  other  Statea  of  the  Union;  and,  much  as  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  pending  bill,  he  should  infinitely  pre- 
fer the  substitute.  Come  from  friend  of  foe,  it  should 
have  his  most  decided  support,  and  he  relumed  his 
thanks  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  for  having  in- 
troduced it. 

Mr.  LINN  said  he  should  be  torry  if  a  majority  were 
found  to  substitute  the  amendment  for  the  pendinj^  bill, 
for  he  waa  well  persuaded  that  then  both  would  be  lost. 
He  might  probably  vote  for  it  as  an  independent  propo* 
sition,  but  could  not  as  it  now  stood.  He  had  set  out 
with  the  determination  to  vote  against  every  amendment 
which  should  be  proposed,  aathe  bill  had  once  been 
nearly  lost  by  the  multiplication'of  them.  Ifthisameiid- 
ment  should  be  received,  the  residue  of  the  session  would 
be  tsken  up  in  discussing  it,  snd  nothing  would  be  done 
fur  his  Gonsiituenis.  He  wanted  them  to  know  that  he 
had  done  his  utmost,  which  was  but  little,  to  carry  into 
effect  their  wishes,  and  to  secure  their  bast  interests  in 
the  settlement  of  the  new  country.  He  was  anxious  to 
obtain  the  passage  of  an  equitable  pre-emption  law. 


which  should  secure  to  them  tbetr  homes,  and  not  throw  I 
the  country  into  the  hands  of  great  capitalisti,  u  bad  : 
been  done  in  the  case  of  the  Holland  Land  Cooipssy,  ! 
and  thus  retard  the  settlement  of  the  >yest.   As  to  the  | 
evarions  of  previous  pre-emption  laws,  of  which  so  iwdi  | 
had  been  said,  he  believed  they  either  had  no  exiitetKe  I 
in  Missouri,  or  had  been  grossly  exi^erated.   In  Un  j 
course  of  his  professional  duty  [Mr.  Liair  is  a  phyMSMi  | 
in  large  practice]  he  had  occasion  to  become  eitenirely  i 
acquainted  with  the  people  concerning  whom  tbrie 
things  had  been  asserted,  (he  referred  to  the  enignnti 
who  had  settled  in  that  State  under  the  pre-cmptioa  bv  . 
of  1814,)  and  he  could  i«y  notbtng  of  the  kind  had  blln  j 
under  hu  observation.   They  had  .  come  there,  in  the 
moat  cases,  poor,  surrounded  by  all  the  eTiliaiid  dtiid- 
vantages  of  emigration  to  a  new  countryj  he  had  attended 
many  of  them  in  sickness;  and  he  could  truly  aver  Uiat 
they  were,  as  a  whole,  the  best  and  most  upright  body 
of  people  be  had  ever  kno4irn. 

Mr.  SEVIER  aaid  that,  like  the  Senator  from  lliwf> 
aippi,  [Mr.  Walkeb,]  he  here  returned  his  thanks  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  for  the  pnpoii- 
tion  he  bad  brought  forward.  It  had  been  frwi  the  be- 
ginning welt  known  to  all  tlie  friends  of  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  Senate  that  that  bill  hsd  never  been  a  favorite 
of  his.  The  only  feature  in  it  concerning  which  he  felt 
any  solicitude  had  been  stricken  out;  and  though  he  hid 
promised  its  friends  that  he  would  lend  them  hit  help  io 
making  it  aa  perfect  as  they  could,  (and  (o  the  very  hit 
hour  he  had  kept  that  promise,)  he  hsd  honestly  qt- 
prised  them  that,  when  the  bill  came  to  the  SmI  vete, 
he  should  vote  against  it.  He  was  prepared  to  go  ft* 
the  Bubstilote  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Cir- 
olina.  Nor  did  he  considei'  that  substitute  as  being  tt 
all  at  war  with  the  principles  of  the  bill.  He  repfieited 
that  the  amendment  had  not  been  printed  in  time,  n 
that  its  provisions  might  have  been  better  undentood. 
He  was  very  sure,  from  what  had  been  said  by  the  Sen-  i 
ator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr,  BucHAaiK,]  ^ 
gentleman.had  mnspprehended  the  nature  of  the  biO. 
It  did  not  propose,  as  he  seemed  to  imi^inr,  to  pK 
away  the  public  lands  to  any  body,  but  it  pointed  out  a 
way  in  which  the  General  Government  would  get  clear 
of  all  the  embarraument  connected  with  those  hnd^ 
and  would  realize  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  of 
their  entire  vahie.  It  was  a  proposition  very  difTereot 
from  those  which  had  preceded  it,  and  it  wu  the  wij 
measure  which  would  give  full  and  final  satisfsetioa  to 
the  people  of  the  West.  There  was  a  spirit  there  whicb 
even  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  could  never  satia^. 
They  wanted  the  control  of  the  aoil  within  their  own 
limits,  and  with  nothing  short  of  this  could  they  eter 
rest  content.  They  did  not  come  here,  and  demand  it 
as  a  rif;ht,  but  they  eameatly  desired  it,  and  would  oMrt 
heartily  rejoice  should  any  mode  be  devised  by  wbieb 
thcf  could  lawfully  obtain  it.  They  were  freemeOf  i» 
deaired  the  exercise  of  sovereignty  over  their  owa  nil* 
This  was  the  object  they  set  before  them,  and  for  it  Mr. 
S.  should  never  cease  to  exert  himself,  so  long  as  be  le* 
tained  a  seat  on  that  floor.  What  did  the  amendneDt 
propose.'  To  throw  away  the  public  landaf  By  >>■> 
means.  But  to  get  clear  of  all  the  cumbersome  machmny 
and  complicated  and  expensive  system  which  at  preseot 
existed,  and  which  had  been  accompanied  with  so  omcB 
vexation  and  dispute  in  both  Houses  of  Congreif,  o^^Jf 
give  up  the  land,  for  a  fair  equivalent,  to  the  Statea  wiO' 
in  which  it  lay,  that  they  might  dispose  of  it  for  them- 
selves, and  in  their  own  way.  They  would  of  course  be 
concerned  to  see  that  the  land  brought  a  pood  price,  lor 
they  were  in  themselves  to  realise  two  thirds  of  the  pro- 
Cf-edi.  The  remaining  third  they  were  to  pay  to  vW- 
ernment,  in  clear  money,  and  it  would  be  mote 
Government  bad  cvcrnetted  since  they       the  ooiM*'* 
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The  amendment  propoied  that  which  bad  long  been  a 
favorite  Mibject  with  bM  eomtituenti.  He  referred  to 
the  principle  of  graduation.  This  nttcm  bad  fint  been 
started  hy  the  bonorabte  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Ur. 
BbmtohO  1*0  that  gentleman  belonged  the  honor  of 
baring  first  proposed  itt  and,  for  having  done  so,  Mr.  8. 
here  returned  to  him  his  most  heartfelt  acknowledg- 
ments. It  had  endeared  that  Senator  to  multitudes  in 
tbe  West.  They  called  their  counties  after  bimt  they 
called  their  towns  after  himi  they  gare  bis  name  to  their 
obildrent  and  it  had  secured  to  Vim  an  inflaenoe  which 
notbing  else  could  have  obtained  for  him.  The  Western 
people  had  gazed  upon  bis  proposition  with  admiration 
and  delight.  They  had  the  terms  of  it  by  heart.  But 
the  measure  now  proposed  went  even  beyond  this.  The 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  however,  was  apprehensive 
that  it  would  endanger  the  bill.  To  Mr.  a.  ibis  was  no 
very  formidable  objection.  But  he  would  here  ny  to 
that  Senator,  that  if,  when  a  proposal  of  this  kind  was 
brought  forward*  the  men  of  the  West  refiosed  to  put 
tbdr  shoulders  to  the  wheel,  they  never  need  ex- 
pect to  get  the  benefit,  especially  when  it  was  brought 
forward  by  those  who  represented  tbe  older  States. 
They  had  surely  a  right  to  calculate  on  the  votes  uf  the 
new  States  in  its  favor.  Come  from  what  quarter  it 
might,  be,  fur  one,  stood  ready  to  advocate  it.  It  was  as 
good  for  tbe  General  Government  as  it  was  for  the 
Weat.  it  got  that  Government  at  once  clear  of  all  itsdif- 
fieultiea  with  the  Indians,  and  it  forever  delivered  it  from 
stutters,  pte-emption  rights,  and  ail.  If  tbe  terms  of 
this  arran^ment,  when  they  should  become  known  to 
tbe  American  people,  would  not  be  found  acceptable,  as 
well  to  the  people  of  the  old -as  the  new  States,  he  was 
greatly  mistaken,  indeed.  He  was  for  the  amendment. 
I^t  wbo  would  vote  against  it,  he  would  vole  fur  it. 

Hr.  BENTON  made  some  remarks,  which  were  very 
imperfectly  heard  at  our  reporter's  station  in  the  cham- 
ber. He  wa^  however,  understood  to  say  that  he  had 
brought  forward  a  proposition  of  this  general  cbsrseter 
•ome  years  ago;  and  it  appeared,  from  what  had  just  been 
stated,  that  the  population  of  the  West  approved  of  the 
exertions  be  had  made  to  carry  it  through;  and  if  there 
were  any  votes  or  voices  more  decidedly  agsinst  it  than  the 
rest,  it  was  the  vote  and  tbe  voice  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  We  were  now  within  less  than  three 
yean  of  the  period  for  taking  tbe  new  census,  and  af^er 
that  time  the  State  of  Ackanias  would  enjoy  three  or 
four  times  her  present  weight  In  the  councils  of  the  na- 
tioo.  By  that  time  we  should  probably  have  three  new 
States:  two  on  the  Mississippi,  and  one  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico;  while  the  representation  of  (he  new  States  al- 
ready in  the  Union  would  be  greatly  enlarged.  If  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  would  but  restrain  his  impa- 
tience ontil  that  period  should  arrive,  tbe  West  would 
settle  ifaia  question  of  tbe  public  lands  ju»t  as  it  pleased. 
They  would  settle  ibis  matter  u  they  would  settle  the 
prestdeney;  and  the  older  Slates  must  look  to  them  for 
both.  He  was  not  going  to  surrender  advantages  like 
these  for  thirty  years  to  come,  for  the  sake  of  the  propo- 
rtion now  advanced.  lit* !  he  who  had  introduced  this 
measuret  he  who  had  originated  it}  he  who  had  fought  it 
up,yas'oot  going  tosuffer  himself  to  be  furestalled  by  any 
thirty  yeara  bargain.  In  three  years  more,  they  coukl 
write  their  own  terms,  and  lay  them  on  the  table  of  the 
Senate.  They  would  be  bid  for,  and  bid  deeply  for,  by 
every  candidate  for  the  presidency;  and  no  gentleman, 
by  casting  reproaches  on  him,  should  cause  oim,  in  the 
least  degree,  to  swerve  from  his  course.  He  had  thus 
liur  been  able  to  make  himself  intelligible  to  his  own 
people,  and  hi  hoped  still  to  be  able  to  do  so;  and  he 
•bould  retun  his  ponMon  in  patience,  until  Miasouri,  in- 
■teed  of  having  tw^  would  nave  fourteen  members  in 
tbe  other  Houk. 


Mr.  S£VIER  said  that,  if  he  could  get  better  terms 
for  tbe  Weat  than  those  now  proposed,  be  would  ^adly 
do  so.  But  he  thought  the  Senator  fVom  Missoun  mis- 
apprehended the  terms  that  had  been  offered.  Tlie 
graduation  clause  in  the  amendment  did  indeed  speak  of 
terms  of  twenty  and  thirty  years;  but  not  of  twenty  or 
thirty  years  from  the  present  time,  but  from  tbe  time  tbe 
land  bad  been  proclaimed  for  sale.  Now,  in  respect  to 
some  of  them,  that  period  had  already  elapsed;  and,  in 
regard  to  others,  it  was  near  at  hand.  It  might  be  very 
true  that  presidnttial  oiodidates  would  bid  «ep  kr  tbe 
flivor  of  the  Weat,  but  that  was  no  reason  *hy  the  Weat 
should  refuse  a  good  offer  when  it  was  made.  Tlie 
present  bill,  he  repeated  it,  would  not  satisfy  the  West; 
nor  would  the  West  ever  be  satisfied  until  the  lands 
within  their  limits  were,  on  terms  of  some  sort  actually 
ceded  to  them.  Here  was  a  proposition  to  cede  them, 
and  he  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  LINN  observed  that,  while  the  process  of  forming 
new  States  was  going  on,  and  the  represenUtion  in  Con. 
gress  of  new  States  already  existing  was  rapidly  aug- 
menting, it  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that  tbe  number 
of  old  Statea  was  also  increawng,  and  that,  consequently, 
the  representatives  who  were  in  fsvor  of  the  interests  of 
the  old  States  were  becoming  more  numerous.  Ohio, 
Indians,  Illinois,  and  others,  would  soon  be  among  the 
list  of  old  Slates,  and  their  influence  would  be  exerted  ac- 
cordingly. Mr.  L.  said  be  was  a  practical  man,  ihough 
bis  tempieranient  might  be  somewhat  warm.  He  luuked 
to  things  which  were  atuinable,  and  in  tbe  near  pros- 
pect of  being  obtained,  rather  than  at  those  contingent 
and  distant.  Here  was  a  bill,  far  advanced  in  the  Senate, 
and,  as  he  hoped,  on  the  eve  of  passing.  He  believed 
it  would  secure  a  great  good  to  his  constituents;  and  he 
could  not  consent  to  risk  that  bill  by  acceptinjf  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina. If  the  Senator  from  Arkanaas  woutd  let  this  go, 
be  migbi  pouibly  6nd  that  it  was  a  better  thing  than  he 
could  ever  get  again.  He  wanted  that  Congress  should 
BO  regulate  ihe  public  lands,  and  so  arrange  the  terms 
on  which  it  was  disposed  of,  as  to  furnish  in  the  West  an 
opportunity  for  poor  men  to  become  rich,  and  every 
worthy  and  isdustrious  man  prosperous  and  happy. 

Mr,  MOORE  said  that,  havine  heard  tlie  bill  but  im- 
perfectly once  read,  he  did  nnt  know  as  much  of  it  as 
he  wished  to  know  previous  to  acting  upon  it.  So  far 
as  he  understood  the  amendment,  he  was  for  it.  It  seem- 
ed strange  to  him  that  the  two  Senators  from  Missouri 
should  entertain  such  different  views  as  to  the  prospects 
of  tbe  West.  The  Senstor  nearest  him  [Mr.  BBflToa]bad 
very  confidently,  predicted  thai,  in  three  years,  (he  peo- 
ple of  the  West  would  be  able  to  make  their  own  terms; 
while  his  colleague,  on  tbe  contmry,  seemed  to  think 
that  the  Weat  would  never  again  get  as  good  a  bill  as 
that  now  before  tbe  Senate.  He  could  hoi  reconcilo 
these  two  prophecies.  However,  he  was  not  much  in 
the  baUt  of  being  governed  by  prophecies  uttered  in 
Congress.  He  thought  tbe  amebdment  offered^  better 
terms  than  had  ever  been  presented  to  the  West  before. 
It  was  no  new  doctrine,  however,  that  tbe  new  States 
were  entitled  to  the  jurisdiction  of  their  own  soil;  and 
the  constitution  certainly  looked  to  the  time  when  those 
States  would  be  free  indeed,  and  no  longer  vassals  und'  r 
the  control  of  this  Guvtmroen',  throuitb  the  public  lands. 
This  happy  emantipation  the  amendment  proposed  im* 
mediately  to  accomplish.  As  to  the  payment  of  thirty- 
three  and  a  third  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds,  it  might,  to 
far  as  money  was  concerned,  turn  out  to  be  no  very 
good  bargain  for  tbe  new  States.  But  it  a-ould  certainly 
be  a  very  good  one  for  the  General  Government,  in  a 
pecuniary  as  well  as  every  other  view.  It  would  give 
that  G.iTernment  more  money  for  the  public  lands  than 
they  would  ever  be  eblc  to  realiae  on  anx^^ither  plan. 


735 


GALES  &  3£ATON'S  REGl&TER 


796 


SIHA.TS.} 


jPuMt'e  LasnS», 


[Feb.  7,  1837. 


Besides  which,  it  would  moit  efTectuBlty  put  down  the 
Bj'slem  of  speculation  so  much  complained  of. 

Mr.  NILES  made  «  short  speech  in  opposition  to  the 
Bmendment,  which  he  considered  as  a  grand  new  land 
•eheme,  thrown  into  the  Senate  like  the  gulden  apple  of 
discord.  It  was  an  extraordinary  proposition  in  itaeir, 
and  fltill  more  extraordinary  as  (kroceeding  from  the 
quarter  whence  it  came — from  a  Senator  who  had  been 
the  very  champion  of  the  rights  of  the  whole  American 
people  in  Ihe  public  domain.  Had  not  the  country  had 
enough  of  land  hobbies^  He  regretted  ihstit  should  be 
deemed  necest-ary  to  stimulate  the  spirit  of  cupidity  and 
■grarianism.  He  hoped  the  proposition  would  be  put 
down;  but  if  it  must  prerail,  away  with  your  33|  per 
cent.  Let  not  the  Government  biecome  a  broker,  but 
give  up  the  whole  domain,  out  and  out.  If  the  sceptre 
roust  depart  from  the  old  States,  it  would  at  least  pass 
over  to  men  of  Ihe  same  blood  and  of  a  common  origin. 

Hr.  NOKVBLL  said  that  the  proposition  of  Ihe  Sena< 
tor  from  South  Carolina,  if  presented  under  any  other 
circumstances,  would  be  <  xtremcly  acceptable  lo  him, 
as  a  repreientative  of  the  Slate  uf  Michigan;  but  before 
be  could  vote  for  it  he  must  have  some  guarantee  that  it 
would  pass  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives. 
The  prospect,  indeed,  wis  beauiifult  it  was  moat  hir  and 
invitlngi  and  he,  as  an  humble  representuive  from  one 
of  the  new  States,  should  hail  it  with  delight.  But  as  the 
bill  now  before  the  Senate  did  not  interfere  with  the 
principle  of  the  substitute  proposed,  let  this  first  be 
passed;  then  let  the  other  be  taken  up  as  a  distinct 
proposition,  and,  if  it  proved  acceptable,  a  clause  could 
easily  be  added  at  the  close,  repealing  the  previous  bill. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  moved  tbat  the  amendment  be 
printed. 

Ur.  BLACK  and  Mr.  LINN  ivmonstratedi  referrred 
to  the  previoui  course  of  the  debate,  and  deprecated  ihe 
risk  of  the  present  bill.  , 

The  question  on  printing  was  then  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  negative:  Ayes  16,  noes  17. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  then  said  that  he  wished  the  Senate 
to  be  assured  that,  in  offering  the  proposition  he  had 
presented,  he  had  no  indirect  or  concealed  purpose. 
He  was  perfectly  sincere  in  proposing  and  advocating  it, 
and  that  on  the  liigtiest  possible  ground.  When  the  Sen* 
ate  had  entered  upon  the  present  discussion,  he  had  had 
little  thought  ol  uffering  a  proposition  Ike  this.  He 
had,  indeed,  always  seen  that  there  was  a  period  coming 
when  this  Government  must  cede  to  the  new  Stales  the 
possession  of  their  own  soilt  but  he  had  never  thought 
till  now  that  period  was  so  near.  Wbal  he  had  seen 
this  session,  however,  and  especially  the  nature  and  char- 
acter of  the  bill  which  was  now  likely  to  pas^  had  fully 
satisfied  him  that  the  time  had  arrived,  lliere  were  at 
present  eigliteen  Senators  from  the  new  States.  In  four 
years  there  would  be  six  more,  which  would  make  twtn- 
ty-four.    All,  therefore,  must  see  th  't  in  a  very  short 

Ceriod  thnse  States  woutJ  have  this  question  in  tlieir  own 
snds.  And  it  had  been  openly  said  that  they  ought  not 
to  accept  of  the  present  proposition,  because  they  would 
soon  be  able  lo  get  btl'er  terms.  He  thought,  there- 
fore* that,  inatead  of  attempting  to  resist  any  longer 
what  must  eventually  happen,  it  would  be  better  for  all 
concerned  that  Congress  should  yield  at  once  to  the  force 
of  circumstances,  and  cede  the  public  domain.  His  ob- 
jects in  this  movement  were  h'gh  and  solemn  objects. 
He  wished  to  break  down  tlie  vassalage  uf  the  new 
States.  He  desired  that  this  Government  should  cease 
to  hold  the  relation  of  a  landliird.  He  wished,  further, 
to  draw  this  great  fund  out  of  the  vortex  of  the  presi- 
dential conle&t,  wiib  which  it  had  openly  been  announced 
to  the  Senate  there  was  an  avowed  dcait;*!  to  connect  it. 
He  thought  llie  country  h;ii  been  sullicienlly  agitated, 
corrupted,  and  debased,  by  tlie  inBuencc  of  that  contest; 


and  he  wished  to  lake  this  great  engine  out  of  the  bands 
of  power.  If  he  were  a  candidate  for  (he  presidency, 
he  would  wish  to  leave  it  there.  He  wished  to  go  ^^^ 
ther:  he  sought  lo  remove  the  imnriense  amount  uf  pit. 
ronage  connected  with  the  management  of  this  domain— 
a  patronage  which  had  corrupted  both  the  old  and  the 
new  States  to  an  enormous  extent.  He  sought  to  coufr 
teract  the  centralism,  wiiich  wu  tbe  great  danger  <rf'thii 
Government,  and  thereby  to  preserve  Ihe  liberties  of 
the  people  much  longer  than  would  otherwise  be  posii- 
ble.  As  to  what  was  to  be  received  for  tlieie  Isiidi,  be 
cared  nothing  about  it.  He  would  have  cuntenttd  st 
once  lo  yield  the  whole,  and  withdraw  aliogetlier  lbs 
landlordship  of  the  General  Government  over  Uiem,  had 
he  not  believed  that  it  would  be  most  for  the  benefit  of 
the  new  States  tbenuelves  that  it  should  contiDue  «Hite> 
what  longer. 

These  were  the  views  which  had  induced  bimtoprei 
sent  the  amendment.  He  offered  no  gilded  pilL  H« 
threw  in  no  apple  of  discord.  He  was  no  bidder  Tor 
popularity.  He  prescribed  to  himself  a  more  bumble 
aim,  which  was  simply  to  do  his  duty.  He  sought  to 
counteract  the  corrupting  tendency  of  the  existing  couna 
of  things.  He  sought  to  weaken  this  Government  by 
divesting  U  of  at  least  a  part  of  the  immense  priroaijta 
it  wielded.  He  held  that  every  great  landed  eiUte  re- 
quired a  local  administration,  conducted  by  persona  mors 
intimately  acquainted  with  local  wants  and  interesti  tbaa 
the  members  of  a  central  Government  could  possibly  be. 
if  any  baly  asked  him  for  a  proof  of  th^  truth  of  Wl 
positions,  lie  might  point  them  to  tlie  bill  now  before  tba 
Senate.  Such  were  the  sentiments,  Portly  staled,  mMA 
bad  governed  him  on  this  occasion.  He  had  done  hii 
duly,  and  he  niusl  leave  tbe  resah  with  God  and  vith 
tbe  new  States. 

After  a  remark  or  two  from  Mr.  LINN  and  Mr. 
BENTON, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  understood  to  say  Ibat  be  bad 
sincerely  presented  tbe  motives  of  his  course.  He  bsd 
in  view  but  one  object  only,  which  was  tbe  btneSlof  tbs 
new  Stalest  although  he  believed  Ihe  old  Stales  were  ■> 
much  intereatcd  lo  get  rid  of  these  lands  as  the  ne» 
States  to  receive  them.  He  Ihougbt  Ihe  ameadmnt 
contained  provisions  which  would  prevent  sny  ^'^''^ 
between  the  new  States  for  this  territoiy.  But,  pro»i(f« 
the  great  principles  of  the  amendnjcnt  were  adopted,  M 
was  not  at  all  solicitous  ab«i«t  tl.e  details.  He  shouldbe 
very  willing  to  submit  them  to  a  committee  coinp«™ 
of  individuals  in  part  from  the  new  and  in  part  froa  tba 
old  States. 

Thequestion  was  now  taken  on  Mr.  Cataota'ssmes* 
ment,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 
Yais— Messrs.  Calhoun,  King  of  Georgis,  UooR, 

Morris,  Robinson,  Sevier,  White — 7. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Klack,  Brown,  Buchsnan Cutb 
bert,  Kwing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kenti 
King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moulon,  Nichpbs,  NiH 
Norvell,  Page,  Prentiss,  Rives,  Bobbins.  SoutbsM, 
Strange,  S«if*,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall,  Wright— »• 

The  question  was  next  put  on  agreeing,  as  in  Coaww' 
tee  of  tbe  Whole,  to  the  amendment  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  as  amended,  and  carried,  vUb* 
out  a  count. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  where  the 
amendmcnis  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  iti 
third  reading,  as  follows: 

Yeas  — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  B/owe,  Buchaoaa, 
Culhbert,  Ewingof  lIliDois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendnck* 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore. 
Moulon,  Nicholas,  Nilcs,  Norvt  il.  Page,  Rlvrf,  Bobmios. 
Strange,  Walker,  Wright— 24.  , 

Nats— Mestra.  Bayard,  Cal|utttn,  Davis,  B»>nf  « 
Ohio,  Kent,  King  of[j|^|^if.  rfnichhiftieaiilfc  Bcb"""^ 


737 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


F»».  8,  1837.]       Naiional  Benk~-Counting  Fates  for  Pruidmt  and  Viet  Praident  of  the  U.  S. 


[Sbhats. 


Sevier»  Boutbwd,  Swift,  TomUawn,  Webster, 
While— 16. 
Tbe  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Wsdvibhat,  FsBacAnT  8. 
NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  WEBSTBH  presented  the  petition  of  1,400  or 
1.500  persons,  of  the  mercanlile  community  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  praying  fur  the  citabliahment  of  a  national 
bank  in  that  city. 

In  preaentin);  the  petition*  Hr.  WEBSTER  saiil: 

I  rise,  Ur.  Freilden',  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  to 
tbe  Senate  a  petition  signed  by  fourteen  or  fifteen  liun< 
dred  mercantile  bouses  in  tbe  city  of  New  York,  praying 
tbe  caublisbment  of  a  national  bank  in  that  city.  These 
petitioners,  sir,  set  forth  that,  in  their  opinion,  a  nation- 
al bank  ia  the  only  remedy,  of  a  permanent  character, 
for  the  correction  of  the  evils  now  aAecUng  the  curren- 
cy of  tbe  country  and  the  comniereial  exchanges.  The 
petition  is  aceompanted  by  a  short  communicatioo  from 
tbe  committee  raised  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
tbe  petition,  in  which  they  state,  what  I  believe  to  be 
true,  from  some  knowledge  of  my  own,  that  the  petition 
is  sobscrlbed  without  reference  to  political  distinctiont 
and  tbey  inform  us,  on  tbe  authority  of  their  own  obser- 
Tition  and  knowledge,  tbat,  in  tbeir  opinion,  on  no  sub- 
ject did  tbe  mercantile  community  of  New  York  ever 
address  Congress  with  more  entire  unanimity  than  they 
BOW  approach  it,  in  favor  of  a  national  bank. 

Ur.  President,  (uid  Mr.  W-,)  my  own  opinions  on 
this  subject  have  long  been  known;  and  they  remain 
now  as  they  always  have  been.  The  constitutional  pow- 
er of  Congress  to  create  a  bank  is  made  more  apparent 
by  tbe  acknowledged  necessity  which  the  Government 
ii  uder  to  use  tome  sort  of  banks  as  fiscalagenta.  The 
wipimcnt  stated  tbe  other  day  by  the  member  from 
Ohioopposite(ome,rMr.  HoBBis,]and which  I  bavesug- 
geated  often  heretofore,  appears  to  me  unanswerable: 
and  that  is,  that,  if  tbe  Government  has  tbe  power  to  use 
coiporations  in  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country,  it 
must  liave  the  power  to  create  such  corporations.  1 
have  always  thought  that,  when,  by  law,  both  Houses  of 
CoDgreaa  declared  the  use  of  State  banka  necesaary  to 
tbe  adminisiration  of  the  rereoue,  every  argument 
against  the  conatitutional  power  of  Congress  to  oreale  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  thereby  surrendered} 
that  it  is  plain  ibai,  if  Congress  has  the  power  to  adopt 
banks  for  (he  particular  use  of  the  Government,  it  has 
the  power  to  create  such  institutions  also,  if  it  deem  that 
Mode  the  beat.  No  Government  creates  corporations 
for  the  mere  purpose  of  giving  capacity  to  an  artiBcial 
bodjr*  It  ia  the  end  designed,  tbe  use  to  which  it  is  to 
be  applied,  that  decides  tbe  question,  in  general,  wheth- 
er the  power  exists  to  create  auch  bodies.  If  such  a 
corporation  as  a  bank  be  necettary  to  Government,  if  its 
■M  be  indiapenaable,  and  if,  on  that  ground.  Congress 
ma^  take  into  its  service  banks  created  by  States,  over 
wkieh  it  baa  no  control,  and  wblcb  are  but  poorly  fitted 
for  Ua  purposes,  bow  oan  it  be  maintained  (hat  Congress 
not  crcabB  a  bank,  by  its  own  anlbority,  responsible 
lo  Itself,  and  well  wHed  to  promote  ibe  ends  designed 
by  it? 

Hx.  Preadent,  when  the  subject  waa  last  before  (he 
Senate,  I  expressed  my  own  resolution  not  to  make  any 
movement  towards  tbe  ettablisbment  of  a  national  bank, 
till  public  opinion  should  call  for  it.  In  that  resolution 
I  st'iU  remain.  But  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  have  tbe  op> 
portunily  of  presenting  this  petition,  out  of  respect  to 
Ibe  aif^ersi  and  I  have  no  objection  certainly  to  meet 
a^tb  a  proper  opportunity  of  renewing  (he  expression 
of  my  imniau  on  the  subject,  although  I  know  that  ao 
general  oaa  become  tbe  Impresiion  hoitile  to  Mch  an  in* 
Vwii.  Xm.— 47 


stitulion,  that  any  movement  here  would  be  vain  till  (here 
is  a  change  in  public  opinion.  That  tliere  will  be  such  a 
change  1  fully  believet  it  will  be  brought  about,  I  think, 
by  experience,  and  sober  reflection  among  tbe  peoplet 
and  when  it  shall  come,  then  will  be  (be  proper  time  for 
a  movement  on  the  subject  in  the  public  councils.  Not 
only  in  New  York,  but  from  here  to  Maine,  I  believe  it 
is  now  (be  opinion  of  five  sixths  of  (he  whole  mercantile 
eommunily,  that  a  national  bank  is  indispensable  lo  the 
steady  rrguUtion  of  the  currency,  and  the  facility  and 
cheapness  of  exchanges.  The  board  of  trade  at  New 
York  presented  a  memorial  in  hvor  of  the  aame  object 
some  time  ago.  The  Committee  on  Finance  reported 
against  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  as  was  to  have  been 
expected  from  the  known  sentiments  of  a  majority  of 
that  committee.  In  presenting  this  petition  now  to  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate,  1  have  done  all  that  1  pur- 
pose  on  this  occasion,  except  to  move  that  tbe  petition 
be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Sir,  on  the  tubjecls  of^ currency  and  of  the  exohangea 
of  commerce  experience  is  likely  to  make  us  wiser  tuui 
we  now  are.  1*hese  highly  interesting  subjects — intetv 
esting  to  the  property,  the  business,  and  the  means  of 
support,  of  all  classes — ought  not  to  bs  connected  with 
mere  party  questions  and  temporary  politics.  In  tbe 
business  and  transactions  of  life  men  need  security,  ateadr 
inesa,  and  a  permanent  system.  This  is  the  Tcry  last 
Geld  for  the  exhibition  of  experiments,  and  I  fervently 
hope  (hat  intelligent  men,  in  and  out  of  Congress,  will 
co-operale  in  measures  which  may  be  reasonably  expect- 
ed to  accomplish  these  desirable  objects — desirable  and 
important  alike  to  all  classes  and  descriptions  of  people. 

The  petition  and  accompanying  letter  were  then  or- 
dered  to  be  printed. 

COUNTING  VOTES  FOR  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE 
PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

A  message  waa  received  from  tiie  Home  of  Represent- 
atives, through  Mr.  FaAiiKUir(  their  Clerk,  infon^ng 
the  Senate  that  the  House  were  ready  to  proceed  to 
count  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Prerident  of  tbe 
United  States. 

The  Senate  accordingly  a^ourned  to  the  ball  of  the 
House. 

The  Senate  having  returned  to  their  chamber,  and 
the  President  resumed  the  chair — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  to  wait  on  Mai- 
TiH  Va>  Bobxs,  and  inform  him  of  his  election.  And 
Mr.  Gbukdt  was  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  act  on  the 
part  of  the  Seaate. 

VLr.  GRUNOY,jlhen,  from  the  Joint  committee  on  the 
election,  reported  a  preamble  and  reaolutibn,  stating 
that  no  election  of  Vice  President  of  tbe  Uniled  States 
had  been  made  by  tbe  college  of  electoral  that  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Francis  Granger,  of  New 
York,  were  the  highest  on  the  list  of  persons  voted  fbrj 
and  resolving  that  the  Senate  do  now  proceed  to  elect 
one  of  these  gentlemen  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  Senators  give  their  votes,  viva  voce,  th 
their  places,  on  tbe  call  of  the  Secretarjr. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  rote  accordingljr,  the  result  of  wbidi  was  aa 
follows: 

Fob  Richabd  M.  Jouisoh. 
Mr.  Benton,  of  Missouri.    Mr.  Fulton,  of  Arkansas. 


Black,  of  Mississippi. 
Brown,  of  N.  Carolina. 
Buchanan,  of  Penn. 
Culhbert,  of  Georgia. 
Dana,  of  Maine. 


Grundy,  of  Tenniesee. 
Hendnck%  of  Indiana. 
Hubbard,  ofN.  Hamp. 
King,  of  Alabama. 
King:,,  of  Georgia. 


Ewing.  ofllUnoil.  Digitized  i^^^^^igf^^ 
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Mr.  Lyon,  of  Michi^kn, 
McKetn,  of  Penn. 
Moorr*  of  Alabama. 
Morris,  of  Ohio. 
Mouton,  of  Louislani. 
Nicholas^  of  Louisiana. 
Niles,  of  Connecticut. 
Norrell,  of  Michigan. 
Pagr,  of  N.  Hairp. 
Parker,  of  Virg^inia. 


Mr.  Riren,  ofVinirinia. 
Rnbinion,  oflHinoia. 
IlufTgles,  ofMalnf. 
Sevier,  of  Arkansas. 
Slrange,  of  N.  Carolina. 
Tallmadge.  of  N.York. 
Tiplon,  of  Indiana. 
Walker,  of  Misaissippi. 
Wright,  of  N.  York. 


For  Fkamgis  Gmakoib. 
Mr.  BayaM*,*  of  Delaware.   Mr.  Prentiss,  of  Vermont. 

Clay,  of  Kentucky.  Robbing  of  R-  Island. 

Clayton,  of  Delaware.        Southard,  of  N.  Jersey. 

Crittenden,  of  Ky.  Spence,  uF  Maryland. 

Davis,  of  Maasacbusetta.      Swift,  of  Vermont. 

Ewing  of  Ohio.  Tomlinton,  of  Conn. 

Kent,  of  Maryfaifld.  Wall,  of  N.  Jersey. 

Knight,  of  R.  bland.  Webster,  of  Mass. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  (Mr.  Kme,  of  Alabama) 
then  rose  and  proeltimcd  the  result  of  the  election,  as 
folloWi: 

Hie  whole  number  of  Senators  of  the  U.  States  is  53 
Majority  necessary  lo  a  choice  -  •  -27 
Quorum  required  by  the  constitution  -  -  35 
Whole  number  of  Senators  present  -  '49 
For  Richard  H.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  -  -  33 

For  Francis  Granger,  of  New  York,  -  •  16 
From  which  it  appeara  that  Ricbabd  M.  Joassoir, 
having  the  votes  o^  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
Senators,  as  required  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  is  duly  elected  t  and  I  therefore  dectate  that 
RiCHias  M.  JoRvsOH,  of  Kentucky,  has  been  chosen  b^ 
the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  contained  m 
the  constitution,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States 
for  four  years,  commeocing  with  the  4th  day  of  March, 

im. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  a  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed for. the  appointment  of  a  joint  eommitlee  to  inform 
KiciAas  M.  JoHHsoa  of  bil  electioni  and  the  Chair  was 
aathorixed  to  appoint  the  member  thereirf'  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

11)6  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Trci§dit,  FiBBUiaT  9. 
SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  SWIFT  presented  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Georgia,  in  the  Stale  of  Vermont,  praying 
the  abolition  of  davery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  Diatriet 
ofColumbia. 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  refer  that  part  of  the  petition  which 
relates  to  the  alave  trade  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  remarking  that  be  believed  the  ques- 
tion on  this  aubject  had  not  been  distinctly  tried. 

Mr.  BROWN  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  tablet 
which  waa  accordingly  ordered,  by  yeatand  nays,  on  the 
call  of  Mr.  SWIFT,  aa  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Cuthberl,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fullon, 
Grundy,  Hubbird,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nichula%  Norvell,  Preston, 
Robinson,  Ruggleii,  Strange,  Tallnudgr,  Walker, 
White,  Wright— 26. 

Nats— Messrs.  Hendricks,  Knif{hl,  McKean,  Nilos 
Prentiss,  Robbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tipton,  Wall, 
Webster— 11. 

CESSION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  "CALHOUN  introduced  ai  a  substantive  proposi- 
tion, and  in  form  of  a  bill,  the  amendment  be  bad  the  day 


before  moved  to  the  land  bill;  which  propoies  a  cession 
of  the  public  lands,  on  certain  eoDdilions  therein  ipeci- 
fied,  to  the  States,  respectively,  in  ahicbihey  lie.  Itvu 
read  once,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  received  itj  kc- 
ond  reading. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  he  wished  it  lo  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Landr,  nr  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, aa  the  Senate  might  choose. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  sekd 
committee.  The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  were  il- 
ready  burdened  with  business,  and  he  was  desirous  Uiit 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  should  have  an  oppor. 
lunity  of  presenting  his  whole  views  on  the  lubjectin 
the  form  of  a  report. 

Mr.  WALKER  supported  the  motion.  He  ttHWtM 
that,  on  a  minute  examinstion,  the  bill  wculd  not  be 
found  so  objectionable  to  the  old  Slates  as  had,  on  in 
first  presentation,  been  supposed.  He  believed  it  to  be 
demonstrable  that  the  new  States  would  obtain  but  kiile 
more  under  this  bill  than  under  a  distribution  bill  formerir 
proposed.  He  disclaimed  any  desire  of  pcrpetntiBg  it- 
Justice  on  the  older  States;  and  should  bis  conslituenli 
ever  desire  Urn  (which  he  knew  they  did  ooi)  tosdro- 
cate  a  measure  of  spoliation  in  their  bebilf  on  the  eoii- 
mon  properly  of  llie  Union,  he  m-ould  resign  bis  seat. 

Mr.  NILES  believed  that  no  good  could  remit  fioias 
special  report  in  this  ease,  however  able  it  might  be,  sad 
he  therefore  was  oppoaed  to  a  select  commKtee.  He 
believed  that  the  further  agiution  of  thii  subject  st  ib'a 
time  was  calculated  to  do  no  good,  and  that  the  Sentts 
had  had  enoiiRh  of  it,  at  least  for  the  present.  The 
question  then  before  them  was  one  of  those  unfortunate 
questions  which  hsd  disturbed  and  divided  the  cohdIiji 
it  was  a  sectional  question,  and  they  bad  bad  queiUoN 
enough  of  this  nature  for  some  time  past  belore  then- 
Ttiey  had  been  debating  land  bills,  distribution  bilL^  fcc, 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  impoHant  matters,  and  it  w 
time  to  let  the  public  mind  settle  down,  before  they 
vived  them  sgain.    The  time  would  come,  and  it  lould 
come  soon  enoiigli,  when  it  might  be  proper  to  tike  sp 
this  or  a  aimilar  measure,  and  he  would  then  be  prrp*- 
red  to  meet  it  with  a  liberal  spirit,  and  would  be  w^Nl 
to  go  much  further,  jierbapt,  than  the  bill  conleatpbini 
but  in  every  aspect  in  which  he  could  view  the  subject, 
he  was  convinced  llist  it  would  be  better  lo  let  it  decii 
for  the  present.    This  project  struck  him  as  being  coo- 
plicaled  and  dangerous.    It  contemplsted  conir»cw»™ 
covenants  with  the  new  States,  constituting  tbi  n  agtaU 
and  brokers  for  this  Government,  and  in  the  end  ix*'""^ 
them  debtors  lo  an  amount  at  present  unknown.  The 
land  bill,  which  musi  come  up  on  it:,  third  reading 
was  an  experiment  yet  to  be  tried.   He  admitted  uat 
he  voted  for  it  with  much  hesitation,  and  no  small  d^rce 
of  fear  and  trembling!  but  he  did  go  because  be  bekT- 
ed  it  would  tend  to  lessen  a  great  evil— an  sccumuUlion 
of  loo  much  revenue.    Having  made  up  bis  mind  log"* 
the  bill  be  had  just  mentioned  a  trial,  be  was  not  diipo- 
sed  to  add  to  it  another  experiment  and  be  wuttHI 
disposed  to  agiute  and  disturb  the  public  mind  by  e^- 
taining  a  question  the  diaeuaaioji  of  which  cwM » 
good,  and  whidt  it  was  not  probable  would  lead  to  a^ 
practieal  result.   If  il>U  piatter  wu  referred  *> /"'J; 
ought  to  be  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lindt,  the 
standing  committee  specially  constituted  for  such  (*• 
jecti,  and  the  members  of  whici),  liaving  had  the  ■"■'J'^ 
before  ihem  the  whule  winter,  were  betUr  acq'tainiw 
with  it  than  were  any  other  gentlemen  of  that  bDdy< 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  that  this  bill  looked  to  a  nMtf 
of  vast  magnitudei  and  he  hoped  the  honorable  Senaior 
from  South  Carolina  would  not  consider  it  difcccurieMj* 
if  he  should  move  to  reconsider  the  consent  by  vhKb  ii 
had 

reading 


e  should  move  to  reconsider  the  consent  by  which  it 
been  read  a  second  time,  in  tmler  that  the  kcuou 
ling  of  the  bi^i|ji^,lig|Hfe5g  te«'*'»'*" 
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tbey  might  have  %  rote  upon  it  by  yrai  and  (»)■■(  but  he 
wu  Bot  willinfft  for  one,  thst  the  bill  should  mkke  any 
progKH  in  the  Seuitc,  which  might  create,  out  of 
doon,  Um  expectation  that  aueh  a  meaaure  could  obtain 
the  leaat  Arar  in  that  body.  H«  waa  himwlf  entirely 
oppoaed  to  the  propoaition.  If  the  Senate  vcold  con- 
cent to  leeon^er,  be  ahould,  on  to-morrow,  aslt  the 
yeaa  and  nayi  on  ita  second  reading,  and  no  more. 

Mr.  CALHODN  hoped  the  vote  would  not  be  recon- 
aidered.  The  •iihjfct  wm  obviouily  of  great  moment) 
and,  at  a  period  very  abortly  tu  come,  it  muit  preu  it- 
aelF  home  on  the  conuderation  of  every  Senator.  It  wbb 
in  vain  to  expect,  on  a  bill  of  this  magnitude,  a  naked 
vote  by  yea  and  nay.  He  ahonld  himself  desire  to  be 
fully  heard  in  its  behalf,  as  he  doubted  not  other  gentle- 
men would,  from  both  tlie  new  and  the  old  Stales.  It 
was  a  mutter  of  perfect  indifTerence  to  him  in  what  form 
his  views  should  be  presented,  whether  by  a  speech  on 
the  floor,  or  through  the  report  of  the  committee.  A 
reference  and  report  was  the  usual  course,  and  be  hoped 
that  a  bill  of  thia  character  would  not  be  treated  with  less 
eaurtcaijr  thsB  otbera. 

Mr.  WALKER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr:  BROWN  advocated  Ibe  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
deprecated  (he  idea  that  the  opinion  should  go  forth 
that  this  Government,  at  one  ft-U  swoop,  would  aeize 
upon  the  whole  public  domain,  and  transfer  tt  to  the 
new  States. 

Mr.  CLAY  aaid  he  was  desirous  of  saying  a  few  words 
Ml  thia  bill,  although  his  feelings  would  rather  admonish 
hhn  to  be  silent  Four  or  five  years  ago,  contrary  to 
bis  most  earnest  desire,  this  sabject  of  the  public  lands 
bad  been  forced  upon  him.  With  great  labor,  he  had 
devised  a  scheme,  fraught,  as  he  conceived,  with  equity 
to  all  the  States,  according  to  which  the  ubject  original- 
ly designed  by  th^  respective  Slates  which  had  ceded 
this  domain  fur  the  common  benefit  of  the  Union  would 
be  accomplisfaed,  the  procecda  of  the  whole  divided, 
and  an  additional  allowance  made  to  the  new  States, 
ttich  as  should  be  called  fgr  by  thrir  incrensing  poptila. 
Uon.  That  scheme,  althou^  proceeding  from  a  source 
which  had  now  no  influence  in  the  Senate,  and  none  in 
the  country,  had  conciliated  the  favor  uf  both  Houses  of 
Congress.  It  had  been  rejected  by  the  President.  Yet 
a  large  portion  of  the  country,  and,  as  he  believed,  a  de- 
cided majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  were, 
notwtthatanding,  in  ita  favor.  Mr.  C.  said  that  he  had 
ever  thought  Va'M  public  domain  one  of  the  most  sa- 
cred of  all  the  sacred  trusts  confided  to  the  General 
Government,  and  that  they  were  bound  to  take  the  ut- 
most care  of  it,  and  to  administer  it  fairly  for  ihe  tenefit 
of  all  the  States  of  the  present  generation  and  of  pos- 
lerily.  This  he  bad  labored  to  do,  but  had  labored  in 
vaint  and  now  a  pnycct  waa  brought  forward*  which 
aimed  to  wrest  these  lands  from  the  common  benefit  of 
the  Union,  and  appropriate  them  to  the  use  either  of  a 
small  portion  of  the  States  or  of  speculators.  Mr.  C. 
wsaequslly  opposed  to  the  land  bill  now  before  llie  Sen- 
ate, and  to  the  project  just  introduced  hy  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  Indeed,  he  could  see  but  little 
difference  between  them;  for  though  the  land  bill  hefure 
the  Senate  proposed,  as  its  avowed  objects,  to  restrict 
the  aalea  of  the  public  hindi,  to  limit  ilie  amount  of  the 
revenue,  an  1  to  repress  speculation,  it  imbodied  princi- 
ples which,  in  spite  of  all  effort  to  the  contrary,  would 
continue  to  be  carried  out,  re-enacted,  and  enlarged, 
until  the  whole  of  the  public  domain  be  swept  away. 
In  view,  as  he  auppoaed,  of  this  result,  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  prt^oaed  at  once  to  divest  the  country  of 
tbe  whole  domain.  To  auch  a  measure  Ur.  C.  could 
not  conaent.  He  must  do  his  duty  faithfully  and  honest* 
ly,  thoD^  it  might  be  unsuccessfully.  He  waa  firmly 
oppoaed  to  the  project  already  before  the  Senate,  and  to 


the  kindred  project  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina; 
and  did  he  not  fear  it  would  be  in  vain,  he  would  addresa 
himself  to  his  brother  Senators  on  all  sides  of  tbe  House, 
and  would  implore  them,  by  every  consideration  of  love 
to  their  country,  and  regard  to  their  own  reputation, 
not  to  allow  a  matter  of  this  weight  and  moment  to  be 
made  an  object  of  party  politics.  Ue  would  conjure 
them  to  abstain  from  appeals,  by  the  new  States,  to  thia 
or  (0  that  party.  He  would  not  say  that  honorable  Seo- 
ators  were  actuated  by  any  such  condderationr,  because 
it  would  be  unparliamentary,  and  might  not  be  true  in 
'  fNCi;  but  he  wi^uld  ask  Ihem  if  the  impression  had  not 
been  created  that  the  party  now  dominant  in  the  coun- 
try intended  to  appeal  to  the  new  Slates,  and,  bv  con- 
ciliating their  favor,  to  perpetuate  itself  in  powerf  He 
I  would  ask  (he  Senator  from  South  Carolina  whether,  af- 
'.  ter  such  an  impression  had  gone  abroad,  anv  gentlemen 
1  were  there  found  ufTc ring  to  these  Slates  still  better  boons, 
those  who  should  do  so  would  not  eS|)Ose  themselves  to 
I  the  suspicion  that  they  were  engaged  in  a  similar  dengnf 
To  the  Senators  rrom  the  tiew  Slates  he  would  say,  waa 
it  an  enviable  situation  for  them  to  occupy,  to  have  ap- 
peals of  this  kind  not  only  made,  but  openly  avowed, 
and  to  witness  proposals  on  which  they  were  called  to 
act,  involving  vast  pecuniary  advantages  to  the  States 
they  represented'  Was  it  not  inevitable,  from  tbe  na- 
ture of  the  object  in  question,  that,  if  one  parly  made  it 
an  instrument  lo  retain  political  power,  another  party 
would  be  induced  to  do  the  same  ihingf  And  the  remft 
must  be  an  appeal,  by  both  parties,  to  the  new  States^ 
by  the  sacrifice  of  that  great  interest  which  ought  sacred- 
ly  to  be  preserved  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  C.  laid,  in  conclusion,  that  he  hoped  the  membera 
of  the  Senate  would  appreciate  (hose  motives  which  laid 
it  as  a  duly  upon  him,  out  of  a  regard  to  the  value  of  our 
public  domain,  and  the  purposes  for  uhich  it  had  been 
given,  to  say  thus  much  on  ihe  present  occasion.  He 
must  repeal,  in  conclusion,  that  he  should  oppose  him* 
self  firmly  to  both  projects.  He  considered  them  equal- 
ly liable  to  exception,  and  could,  as  he  hid  before  ob- 
served, percei*'e  but  little  difference  between  them. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed,  in  reply,  ihst  he  had  come 
there  with  a  fixed  resolution  (o  resist  all  attempts  at  in- 
novation upon  our  system  in  relation  to  the  public  landsi 
and,  he  might  add,  with  no  small  hope  that  he  ahould  be 
successful. 

Mr.  C.  said  be  took  it  as  rather  unkind,  though  he.vu 
sure  it  had  not  been  so  intended,  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  should  say  that  there  was  any  analogy  between 
this  bill  and  that  from  the  CoT.mittee  on  the  Puhlio 
Lands,  which  Mr.  C.  had  strenuously  oppoKd.  This 
measure,  reluctantly  forced  upon  him  by  the  necessity  of 
Ihe  ca^e,  had  been  introduced  with  a  desire  to  terminate 
great  political  evils.  He  did  assure  that  honorable  Sen- 
ator, wlutever  might  be  the  obligation  of  duty  which  he 
fttt  in  opposing  this  measure,  a  no  less  imperative  oblt- 
gdtion  urged  Mr.  C.  to  bring  it  forward.  There  is,  said 
Mr.  C,  too  much  power  here;  the  tendency  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  centralism  is  overpowering;  and  among  the 
many  powerful  instruments  which  can  be  and  are  brought 
to  bear  on  the  securing  and  extending  of  executive  pow* 
er,  this  control  of  the  public  lands  is  one  of  the  ^eateat 
and  most  effectual.  It  now  givea  to  any  administration 
disposed  so  tu  use  it  control  over  nine  Slates  (eight,  eer- 
lainly)  of  this  Union.  Those  States,  so  far  as  this  regu- 
lation of  the  public  landi  is  concerned,  are  the  vassals  of 
(his  Government.  We  arc  in  the  place  of  a  great  land- 
lord, and  they  of  tenant*;  we  have  the  ownership  and 
control  over  (he  anil  they  occupy.  Can  there  be  any 
doubt  as  to  how  auch  an  ascendency  will  be  used  la  tbe 
present  corrupt  slate  of  the  country?  Is  there  any 
doubt  at  to  how  it  has  been  used,  xir  that  tbci^uence 
derived  from  it  is  a  grtni^iigett']i^«Q«i90|^  A<>d 
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lome  remrdy  for  such  a  slate  of  Ihin^,  nr  sink  under  it. 
It  is  !n  vain  to  tell  us  ihat  the  Senators  from  the  new 
Slatea  are  as  capable  of  giving  an  independent  vote  on 
meaaures  connected  with  the  pubtic  lands  as  those  from 
the  old  Slates.  It  is  impossible,  in  the  nature  of  things. 
Their  constituents  have  that  feeFmg  of  ownership  which 
is  naturally  inseparable  from  the  <iccupation  of  the  sollj 
and  it  must  and  will  control  the  action  of  their  repre- 
sentatives. 

And  now  I  put  it  lo  tlie  bo«om  of  every  Senator, 
whether  the  mere  moneyed  income  derived  from  the 
public  domain  ta  to  be  compared  for  one  moment  to  the 
ereftt  adraMage  of  putting  these  Senators  on  the  same 
independent  footing  with  oursfU-es'  I  look  with  sympa- 
thy upon  their  condition,  and  I  feci  very  sure  (hey  will 
be  liberated  from  it  with  joy.  Such,  I  am  very  sire, 
would  be  my  feelings  iit  the  like  circumstances.  So  long 
as  there  was  no  attempt  to  use  the  control  of  the  public 
lands  for  purposes  of  a  political  character,  tlieir  condi- 
tion was  very  d  tTri-enli  but  since  thi't  has  been  swept  in-  > 
to  the  great  vortex  of  political  influence,  their  situation 
it  wholly  changed.  I  am  for  knocking  off  their  chains. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  I  have,  on  a  deliberate  view  of  the 
whole  case,  entered  upon  this  course,  and  I  am  resolved 
to  go  for  this  measure  with  at)  my  power.  I  seek  not  its 
popularity  or  influence.  I  had  rather  that  some  other 
indiridual  had  moved  In  It,  as  more  than  one  Senator  \ 
here  can  bear  me  witness;  but  none  would  move,  and  I 
have  therefore  determined  to  proceed.  I  believe  the 
time  has  arrived,  and  I  am  resolved  to  go  on  in  the  face 
of  all  the  imputalioiis  to  which  my  motives  may  be  liable. 
I  iMve  often  done  my  duly  under  very  diflicult  circiim. 
atanees,  as  all  who  hear  me  well  know.  An  to  populari- 
ty, I  despise  it.  I  would  not  turn  on  my  heel  to  obtain 
it.  It  is  a  fleeting  shadow,  unworthy  of  l)ie  pursuit  of 
an  upright  man.  No,  sir,  I  move  here  on  a  conscien- 
tious conviction  of  high  and  imperious  duty;  and  I  shall 
therefore  go  forward  until  1  have  effected  my  object,  if 
it  can  be  eflTected.  I  believe  it  will  prove,  in  its  practi- 
cal results,  a  great  blessing  to  the  coimlry.  I  am  con- 
vinced no  stronger  measure  can  be  devised  for  withdraw- 
ing the  public  knJs  from  the  great  game  of  political 
scrambling  and  gambling  for  the  presidency. 

As  lo  the  details  of  the  bill :  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  the  sum  demsnded  from  the  new  Slates  for  the  ces- 
sion of  these  lands  should  be  moderate,  especially  consid- 
ering that  they  will  be  charged  with  the  whole  trouble 
end  expense  of  their  administration!  and  that,  from  the 
nature  of  the  human  mind,  lliey  will  necessarily  have  the 
feeling  that  they  possess  a  better  right  to  these  lands  than 
others,  from  the  fact  of  tlieir  occiipsncy.  The  next  rea- 
son is,  that  we  may  prevent  any  <1isturbance  from  a  feel- 
ingof  discontent,  but  that  the  arrangement  we  make  may 
be  viewed  as  a  libera)  one,  even  by  the  new  States  them* 
selves.  So-desirous  am  1  to  effect  this  object,  that  1  will 
consent  to  modify  this  feature  of  the  bill,  by  inserting 
almost  any  rate  per  cent,  which  the  new  Slates  shall,  on 
the  whole,  deem  most  prudent  and  advisable.  Another 
reason  why  1  have  set  the  bonus  at  a  low  rale  is  a  desire 
that  the  plan  shouM  operate  as  a  benefit  to  the  new 
States.  I  wish  to  counteract  the  tendency  to  running 
down  of  the  price  of  land,  and  to  secure  its  sale  at  prices 
calculated  for  the  benefit  of  all  parties.  To  secure  this, 
I  have  inserted  a  provision,  that  if  there  shall  be  any  de- 
parture from  this  condition  of  the  cession,  the  grant  it- 
self shall  be  void,  so  as  to  matte  it  a  judicial  question. 

This  measure  is  not,  as  has  been  said,  a  surrendering 
of  the  public  domain  lo  a  few  States  of  the  Union.  The 
landa  are  not  surrendered)  they  are  ceded,  on  terms  by 
which  this  Government  will  make  the  most  of  (hem,  even 
on  a  mere  calculation  of  money.  But  I  hope  all  such 
eonilderations  will  be  heM  as  entirely  secondary  and 
subordinate  to  greater  and  higher  interests.   All,  1  am 


confident,  feel  (hat  there  must  be  some  remedy  devised 
for  (he  existing  evils  connected  with  this  subject.  There 
is  too  much  action  here;  how  it  enure%  and  to  whose  at- 
vantage,  we  have  fally  teen.  It  is  the  (^reat  enl  of  pet* 
ronage,  which,  if  not  limited  and  eurfaded,  will  renoer 
perfectly  fuiile  all  efforts  lo  preserve  the  liberties offte 
country.  My  ideas  on  this  subject  are  well  known.  It 
is  the  law  of  our  political  situation  that,  as  our  territsiy 
spreads,  and  our  population  is  augmented,  the  action  st 
the  centre  of  the  B}'stem  must  be  diminished  more  sad 
more.  It  should  be  confined  merely  lo  the  sastainingof 
a  harmnnloiis  intercourse  of  the  several  portioia  of  the 
confederacy;  a  harmony  of  parts  throughout  the  great 
and  wide-spread  system.  1  solemnly  believe  ihst  a  knowl- 
edge of  this  great  fundamental  law,  and  a  strKifsst  ad- 
herence to  it,  are  the  only  means  by  which  our  frredom 
can  be  preserved.  We  must  watch  the  sleatthy  adniics 
of  power,  and  resist  it,  step  by  step.  We  must  not  suf- 
fer every  power  of  this  Government  to  be  perverted  inta 
1  an  enftrne  for  PrcMdent  making.  Let  in  apply,  itoaee, 
the  axe  to  the  root. 

These  are  my  mtitivea  in  brin|;ing  forward  this  impor 
tant  measure,  and  not  a  grovelling  desire  of  popniatity, 
or  any  reserved  hope  of  personal  benefit  to  be  enjoyed 
hereafter;  1  hold  all  such  things  light  as  air.   I  seek  to 
do  my  duty,  and  to  preserve,  so  f«r  as  I  can,  the  lil^e^ 
i  ties  of  my  country.  ' 
Mr.  WBBSTER  said  it  was  because  he  had  ttwagM 
it  more  reapedfiil  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to 
move  a  rreonsideration,  than  to  make  a  motion  to  hj  tlw 
bill  on  the  table,  that  he  had  moved  the  former.  Bntit 
Ihat  gentleman  could  not  consent  to  reconsider,  henatf, 
however  reluctantly,  be  eocnpelled  to  move  that  the  bill 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 
After  some  converaationt 

Mr.  ROBINSON  withdrew  hli  motiui  for  a  select 
committee,  and 

Mr.  WEBSTER  renewed  the  motion  to  reeonrideri 
(which  motion  brings  up  the  whole  subject  fbrdisras- 

sion.) 

He  did  this,  he  said,  with  a  view  to  take  the  sense  of 
(he  Senate,  desiring  that  the  bill  might  come  up  WBtf' 
row.  But  if  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  tf* 
po'ed  to  enter  into  the  discussion  on  the  present  iBolioii, 
it  cotild  proceed  in  that  way, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  his  regret  (hat  the  bin 
should  be  opposed  at  this  early  stage,  and  in  so  uaiMsl 
a  manner.  As  long  as  I  haie  been  s  member  of 'ii" 
and  the  other  House,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  I  cannot  recofleet 
more  than  three  or  four  instances,  before  the  present,  in 
which  a  bill  has  been  opposed  at  its  second  resding,  and 
then  under  very  peculiar  circumstances.  And  wby, 
may  I  ask,  is  the  usual  course  departed  from  oa  the 
present  occasion  F  Why  not  let  this  bill  receive  its  sec- 
ond reading  and  be  referred,  as  other  bills  are,  to  a 
committee,  lo  be  considered  and  reported  on.'  11k  re- 
ply is,  to  prevent  agitation;  that  is,  as  I  undcrslaad  it, 
to  prevent  (he  feelings  of  the  public  from  being  excsten 
and  its  sKention  directed  to  tliis  highly  important  Mb- 
ject.  If  (hat  be  the  inlention,  I  tell  gentlemen  they  wiB 
fail  in  their  object.  The  subject  is  already  before  the  , 
publict  and,  if  my  life  be  spared,  I  shall  keep  it  there- 
shall  agitate  it  till  the  public  aitcntion  shall  be  roosed  to 
a  full  and  thorough  investigation  of  a  measure  rtiat  I 
firmly  believe  Is  not  less  essential  lo  the  interest  of  iba 
whole  Union  than  it  is  to  that  of  the  new  States.  I  tell 
them  mare;  that  the  very  unusual  and  ex'raordinsn' 
course  they  have  adopted.  In  oppontion  to  Ihia  bill, 
but  more  deeply  agitate  the  public  mind,  and  the  more 
intenaely  attract  Us  attention  to  the  subject.  It  »« 
naturally  excite  the  inquiry,  why  not  let  this  bill  take 
the  ordinary  course?  Why  not  let  it  aotoM^WBitieft 
to  investigate  its  provtatoDs,  and  prdwiloh* 
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mentf  for  ind  a^ftlnst  it,  folly  and  hirly,  so  that  ira 
iMrits  and  demerita,  aucb  as  they  are,  may  bt  clearly 
underatofxlf  Oppoaition  to  so  reuonable  a  oourae  will 
■Mbe  th«  tmpreuion  that  the  object  ia  to  suppresa  in- 
vcatigaiioRt  whatever  may  be  the  motiTe  of  gentlemen, 
and  viU  mtiirally  neite  Marion  and  more  diligent  in- 
qviry. 

In  making  thete  remarka,  I  am  not  ignorant  that  the 
merftaof  the  bill  are  fully  open  to  diacnaaion  on  the 
pending  question;  but  it  is  impoiaible  that  a  hasty  dia- 
CDsnon,  at  this  last  stage  of  the  session,  and  when  the  time 
of  tlie  Senate  is  so  fully  engrossed  with  other  aub|ecls, 
cm  be  ao  satisfactory  as  voiild  be  a  report,  in  which  the 
Ttewa  of  the  majority  and  minorliy  of  the  committee, 
after  a  fill)  consultation,  might  be  calmly  and  deliber- 
ately spread  at  large  before  the  pabllo.  And  why  not 
adopt  ao  natnral  a  course^  Beaides  being  more  hvorable 
to  investigation,  it  would  consume  leas  lime;  a  point  of 
no  small  importance  at  the  present  stage  «f  the  session. 
If  referred,  the  committee  would  doubtless  be  so  con- 
stituted as  to  comprehend  both  friends  snd  opponrnls 
1^  the  meaaure.  Among  the  latter,  if  my  wiahea  should 
be  eontalted,  I  would  be  ^ad  to  see  the  name  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr,  W»flTaB|]  who  is  so 
capable  of  doit^  full  justice  to  whaterer  nde  he  under* 
takes  to  defend.  It  is  thus  that  the  whole  merits  of  the 
measure  would  be  fully  presentedi  and  if  it  be  ao  liable 
to  objections  as  is  supposed,  the  result  might  be  to 
■atiafy  the  new  Statea  themselves  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
adopted.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  argument  should 
prove  to  be  de<»dedly  in  lis  fivor,  as  I  firmly  and  con- 
eientiouriy  believe,  the  very  agitation  which  gentlemen 
seem  so  much  to  liread  would  be  promptly  terminated 
by  the  adoption  of  the  measure.  Thus  regarding  the 
subject,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  this  bill  haa  mX  been 
permitted  to  lake  the  usual  course,  and  that  I  am  com. 
pelted,  in  this  hasty  manner,  without  premeditation,  to 
reply  to  the  ailments  of  the  Senator  from  Massschu- 
•eltp,  [Mr.  WiBvrsK,}  which,  after  mature  drliberation, 
.he  haa  urged  with  all  his  force  against  the  measure,  i 
■ball  begin  with  my  reply  to  his  constitutional  objections. 
He  holds  that  the  measure  is  unconstitutional,  because 
we  have  no  authority  to  give  away  the  public  lands. 

1  do  not  feel  myself  obliged  to  meet  tfais  objection.  It 
is  not  true  in  fact.  The  bill  makes  no  gif>.  It  cedes 
the  public  landa  to  the  Slates  within  which  they  are 
respeeiively  situated,  aubject  to  varioua  conditions,  and, 
among  otbcra,  that  they  shall  pay  over  one  third  of  the 
groes  amount  of  tbe  sales  to  the  United  Statesi  that  they 
ahall  surrender  all  their  claims  against  the  Oovemment 
under  the  two  and  three  per  cent,  funds,  and  take  the 
whole  trouble  and  expenae  of  the  management  of  the 
land,  including  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  tittles. 
But  1  waive  thn  decisive  anawer.  1  meet  the  Senator  on 
his  own  ground,  and  with  a  concluaive  argument,  as  far 
at  least  as  he  is  concerned.  He  admits  that  it  would 
not  be  a  vtolatkm  of  the  constitution  for  Ctmgress  to 
make  a  donation  of  laad  to  an  Individual)  and  what,  I 
aafc,  la  there  to  prevent  it  from  making  a  donation  to 
two)  to  an  hundred;  or  to  a  thousand?  And  if  to  them 
individually,  why  nut  to  them  in  the  aggregate,  aa  a 
community  or  a  State?  He,  indeed,  admiis  that  Con- 
rreas  may  make  a  donation  of  public  lands  to  a  State, 
lor  useful  purposes.  If  to  one  Sute,  why  not  to  several 
Statra— to  the  new  Slates,  if  the  measure  should  be 
Uiought  to  be  wise  and  proper?  If  there  be  a  distinct 
tion,  1  acknowledge  my  intellect  la  too  obtuse  to  per- 
ceive itf  but  as  the  bill  makes  no  gift,  I  feel  under  no 
necessity  of  presaing  tbe  aigument  further. 

The  Senator's  next  position  is,  that  we  have  no  right 
todelegate  the  trust  of  administering  the  public  domain, 
con6ded  to  us  by  the  constitotion,  to  the  States.  Here, 
•gmn,  I  my  object,  that  the  argument  has  no  foundation 


In  truth.  The  bill  delegates  no  trust,  it  makes  a  con< 
oession-~4  sale  of  the  public  bnds  to  the  new  Sutes; 
and  what  the  Senator  oalls  trusts  are  but  conditions  an* 
nexed  to  the  sales—conditions  alike  beneficial  to  them 
and  to  tbe  oh]  States.  The  simple  question,  then,  is, 
ean  Coi^fresa  aell  publie  landa  to  a  Slate?  Suppoae  tbo 
State  of  Ohio  were  to  ofl^r  to  pay  f  1  35  an  acre  for  tbe 
remnant  of  the  public  lands  within  her  limila,  could  not 
Congress  sell  it  to  her?  And  if  it  may  sell  for  $\  35, 
may  it  not  for  a  dollar,  for  75  cents,  or  a  less  sum,  if  it 
should  be  deemed  the  true  value?  Again:  if  Congress 
can  make  an  absolute  sale,  may  it  not  makes  conditional 
one?  And  if  so,  why  may  it  not  make  the  disposition 
proposed  in  this  bill?  That  is  the  question,  and  I  would 
be  ghd  to  have  it  answered.  If  1  ever  had  any  consti- 
tutional scruples  on  the  subject,  the  arguments  of  the 
Senator  would  have  aatisfied  me  that  they  were  without 
the  shadow  of  foundation.  His  reasoning  faculties  are 
well  knownt  and  if  these  are  tbe  strongest  constitutional 
objections  that  he  can  advance,  we  may  be  assured  that 
the  bill  is  perfectly  free  from  all  objections  of  that  de* 
Bcription. 

Having  now  despatched  the  objections  against  Ibe 
constitutionality  of  uila  bill,  I  shall  next  consider  the  ar< 
guments  which  the  Senatw  urged  againat  Its  expediency. 
He  saya  that  I  phwed  the  necessity  of  this  bill  on  the  fact 
of  the  passage  of  tbe  land  bill  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands;  and,  as  it  was  uncertain  whether  it 
would  become  a  law,  the  ground  on  which  tbe  neoesMty 
of  this  bill  was  bued  msy  yet  fail.  The  Senate  will 
remember  the  remarks  I  made  on  asking  leave  to  ifr 
trodtice  this  bill,  and  that  I  was  for  placing  it  on  the 
aimple  fact  of  the  pusage  of  that  bill.  1  took  broader 
ground,  and  rested  my  motion  on  the  character  of  tbe 
bill  and  the  circumatanees  which  attended  its  passage 
through  this  body.  From  these,  I  concluded  that  the 
period  we  all  acknowledge  must  sometime  come  bad 
actually  arrived,  when  the  public  lands  within  the  new 
States  should  on  proper  oonditiona  be  ceded  to  them.  I 
do  not  deem  it  necessary  now  to  go  into  a  discussion  of 
the  character  nf  the  bill,  nor  the  history  of  its  passage 
through  the  Senate.  We  all  have,  no  doubt,  formed 
our  opinion  in  relation  to  both.  From  all  I  saw  and 
heard,  1  am  satisfied  that  the  bill  had  not  the  hearty  as- 
sent of  its  supporters,  whether  from  the  new  or  old 
States;  and  1  doubt  very  much  whether  there  was  an  in- 
dividual who  voted  for  it,  that  gave  it  his  hearty  appro- 
bation. Many  who  had  uniformly  opposed  all  measures 
of  the  kind,  and  who  rrpreicntea  portions  of  the  Union 
whloli  had  ever  been  vigilant  on  all  qoesliona  cooneeled 
with  the  public  lands,  were  found  in  the  ranka  of  tboae 
who  supported  the  bill.  The  explanation  is  easy.  It 
assumed  the  character  of  a  party  meaaure,  to  be  carried 
on  party  grounds,  without  reference  to  the  true  interests 
of  either  the  new  or  old  States)  and,  if  we  are  to  credit 
declarationa  made  elsewhere,  to  fulfil  ob|i|tationa  tma- 
tracled  anterior  to  the  late  prendential  election.  Prom 
all  this,  I  inferred  we  had  reached  Ibe  period  when  it 
was  no  longer  posiible  to  prevent  tbe  public  domsins 
from  becoming  the  subject  of  parly  contention,  and  be- 
ing used  by  party  as  an  engine  to  control  the  polities  of 
the  country.  It  was  this  conviction,  and  not  tbe  mere 
passage  of  (he  bill,  as  the  Senator  supposes,  tbat  in- 
duced me  to  introduce  this  bill. 

I  saw,  clearly,  it  was  time  to  cut  ofT  tbii  vast  ionree  of 
patronage  and  power,  and  to  place  the  Senaton  and 
Repreaentatives  from  the  new  States  on  an  equality  with 
those  from  the  old,  by  withdrawing  our  local  eontrol, 
and  breaking  the  vassalage  under  which  ihey  are  new 
pinced.  The  Sertator  from  Massachusetts  objects  to  the 
term,  and  denies  tbat  Congress  exercises  any  local  con* 
trol  over  those  States.  I  used  it  to  express  the  strong 
degree  of  dependence  of  the  new  States  on  ^js  Gorem- 
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ni«nl,  whote  power  and  ptlronage  kk  nmifird  over 
iheir  whole  ttirfacr,  and  whwe  domaitit  comiitule  u 
lirce  a  portkm  of  their  territory.  I  eertainly  did  not 
tntieipate  that  the  Senator  from  MaMadhinett**  or  an; 
othef,  woald  deny  the  eziatenee  tiX  thb  depeodesec,  or 
the  local  eontrt^  of  the  (;ovemiDent  within  their  limits. 
Can  anjr  thlnfp  be  more  local  than  the  lands  of  a  Stated 
and  can  any  State  be  said  to  be  free  from  dependence 
on  a  Gorernment,  when  that  (SoTcmment  has  the  ad- 
ministratioK  of  a  larg^e  portion  of  its  domain^  Is  it  no 
hardship  th«t  the  citizens  of  the  new  Slatea  tliould  be 
compelled  to  travel  nine  or  ten  hundred  miles  to  this 
pkcTi  and  lo  wait  our  tardy  justice  on  all  clarrr.a  con- 
nected with  the  public  Undst  a  subject,  in  its  own  nature, 
the  most  local  of  all,  and  which  ou|^t,  above  atl  others, 
to  be  under  (he  charge  of  the  local  authority  uf  tbt 
Slates.'  I  SKk  him  if  he  would  be  willing  lo  see  Mas- 
sachusetts placed  in  the  same  relation  (o  thia  Govern- 
mt<a\)  and,  if  it  were,  whether  it  would  not  destroy  its 
independence?  1  aak  bim  if  it  must  nut  gire  a  great  and 
controlling  Influence  wherever  it  ezista?  Through  its 
lands,  authority  and  action  of  the  Government  pervades 
the  whole  territory  of  the  new  States,  and  their  citixens 
become  claimants  at  your  doors,  session  afler  season, 
either  for  favor  or  justice.  I  do  not  say  that  all  this  is 
incompatible  with  the  sovereignly  of  those  Slates,  but  1 
do  aver  that  it  is  in  derogation  of  (heir  sovereignty. 

The  Senator  next  objects  to  this  measure,  that  it  would 
not  ffcc  Congress  from  tit  present  difficulties  in  refer- 
ence to  the  public  domain.  He  atya  that  we  sboutd 
tmtn  have  the  new  Stales  here,  besieging  us  with  me- 
morials to  alter  the  conditions  ofcesvun*  with  all  the  de- 
pendence and  difliculiies  of  which  we  now  complain, 
liy  impression  it  very  different.  Miike  the  terms  liberal, 
and  (hey  will  be  sitistfied.  They  will  relieve  Congress 
from  the  whole  burden  of  business,  as  far  as  the  lands 
are  concernedf  whicli  now  occupies  so  much  of  its  timet 
and  the  public  councils  will  no  longer  be  under  (he  dan- 
gerous influence  inseparable  from  their  management.  If 
hereafter  a  new  state  of  things  should  arise,  and  (he  ar- 
rangCinent  proposed  in  the  bill  should  require  reversion, 
it  will  be  for  (hose  who  come  after  us  to  apply  a  remedyi 
and  I  have  no  fear  but  they  will  do  their  duty. 

The  Senator  next  insists  that  the  acquisition  of  these 
lands  will  prove  no  benefit  to  the  new  Stetes,  snd  -pre- 
dicts (hat  it  vould  involve  ihem  in  incessant  agitation 
and  trouble.  Such  might  be  the  esse,  if  (be  cession 
was  absoluiei  but  the  bill  contains  provisions  which  will 
prove  an  efTectual  check  sgainat  these  difficulties.  To 
place  its  provisions  beyond  alteration  or  attack,  it  is  ex- 
pressly provided  that,  if  they  aliould  be  violated  by  the 
States,  (he  cession  itself  should  be  void,  and  all  grants 
made  subsequent  (hereto  shall  be  null  and  of  no  effect. 
They  are  thus  plsced  under  the  safeguard  of  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  the  cuurtsof  the  Union  will  determine  on  ques- 
tions growing  out  of  their  infraction.  For  this  purpose, 
the  cession  has  sssumed  the  form  of  a  compact,  and  I 
feel  confident  that,  under  its  prnviarons,  the  new  States 
would  administer  the  liind  without  agi(a(ion  or  any  seri- 
ous trouble  or  difTiculty.  If  ihis  cun  be  effected,  I  ap- 
peal to  the  Senators,  whedier  (lie  land  within  (heir  lim- 
its ought  not  to  be  und<rr  their  local  adminislration?  I, 
for  one,  feel  that  we  uf  the  old  Slates  have  nol,  and  can- 
not have,  that  full  and  accurate  local  knowledge  neces- 
sary for  their  proper  management.  Of  all  the  branches 
of  our  business,  it  is  that  which  1  least  understand. 
From  thia  defect  of  infornistion,  (he  Land  Commidee  has 
it  almost  exclusively  under  its  sole  control,  whenever  it 
is  ao  eon«(i(uted  as  to  attract  in  any  degree  the  confi- 
dence of  the  House.  This  haa  been  the  case  from  the 
first.  I  well  reowmber,  that  when  1  first  took  my  teat 
in  the  other  House*  Jeremiah  MorroVf  a  member  from 
Ohkv  %  nau  of  great  iotegritj  and  good  mir,  wa»  tbe 


chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Pablte  Lands,  snd ' 
in  fact,  the  waAt  legisbtnr  on  all  aubjeW  conncelci  with 
them{  and  in  tlus  body  we  have  almost  invuisblryMi- 
ed  our  Juitewent  to  the  cominitter,  from  a  ooaiciaus 
want  of  iawiMtioa.  Tbe  difficulty  is  growisg  froa 
year  to  year,  with  tbe  vast  increase  of  tbe  aew  States 
and  Territories,  and  the  growing  compUcalioa  sT  ew 
land  codei  and  (he  consequent  increase  of  boaoea  ii 
such  that  we  already  have  scarce  time  (o  deipilch  it 
with  due  attention.  In  a  short  lime  the  increase  viU  be 
diHibledi  and  what  shall  we  then  do'  By  paviof  dtfe 
bill,  we  will  be  wholly  relieved  from  this  bwdes,  and 
the  questions  we  are  now  compelled  (o  detemioe  with- 
out a-lcquate  knowledge  will  then  be  settled  those 
whose  local  knowledge  will  make  them  fanbr asd  well 
acquainted  with  the  subject. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  Senator  th;it  tbe  pablic  IsaJa 
have  been  well  administered  by  (he  General  Gorerwacat, 
and  that  he  cannot  surrender  bis  belief  but  that  Ibey  will 
continue  so  to  be.  That  they  were  well  sdmiaistendis 
the  early  stages  of  the  Govemmeni,  wlule  tbey  wete 
not  an  f>bject  of  much  pecuniary  or  political  ialereit,  I 
am  ready  to  admit<  but  1  hold  it  not  leas  cerutn,  (hatu 
the  number  and  population  of  the  new  States  iscresse, 
and,  with  tlirm,  tbe  value  of  the  public  lands  and  tbe 
politicsl  tmpoiUnee  of  those  States,  we  muK  bccMs 
year  by  year  less  and  less  competent  to  their  aaasgb 
meni,  till  finally  we  shall  become  wholly  so.  1  beEm 
tiMt  we  are  not  now  far  from  that  period.  Docs  not  thi 
Senator  see  the  great  and  ^wing  influence  of  tbe  see 
Slates,  and  that  It  is  in  the  power  of  any  unpriacipM 
and  ambitious  man  from  one  of  them  to  wield  th»i  •» 
fluence  at  his  pleasure?  Should  he  propose-any  meswif 
in  relation  to  the  public  land*,  be  it  ever  so  eitrsva;^ 
and  dangerous  the  members  from  tbe  new  States  d« 
not  vote  against  it,  however  adverse  to  the  messere. 
is  useless  to  disguise  the  fact  that  our  postestiM  of 
much  land  in  the  new  States  creates  and  cheririieii^ 
antagonist  feeling  on  their  part  towards  the  Gorcnna'j 
as  to  every  mea&ure  that  rehites  to  them.  Tbey  astunVf 
conuder  your  policy  as  opposed  to  their  interest,  andu 
retarding  their  growth  and  prosperity,  as  great  utbt} 
sre.  We  must  take  human  nature  as  it  is^  snd  sccco- 
modate  our  measures  to  it,  instead  of  oiakii^  tbe  nil 
attempt  to  bend  it  to  our  measures.  We  must  eslcalsU 
that  the  means  of  control,  which  this  state  oflbia||i  pA 
into  the  hands  of  the  ambitious  and  designing,  viH 
be  iieglrctedt  and|  instead  of  idly  con>pUining,  let  ui  n 
move  (he  cause  by  wise  snd  timely  legislation.  TM 
difficulties  and  dangers  are  daily  on  the  increase. 
yr-ars  more  will  probably  add  three  more  new  Stiin 
and  six  addiiional  Senators,  with  a  great  increase « 
members  in  (he  other  Housci  and,  what  ia  more  ittp«| 
tsnt,  a  corresponding  increase  of  votes  and  infleeaeeit 
the  elec'oral  etrilege.  Can  you  doubt  the  oonseqneneal 
The  public  lands,  with  their  immense  patronage,  viUbl 
brotight  (o  bear  more  and  more  on  tbe  action  of  Coofrtrj 
will  control  the  presidential  elections]  and  tbe  reaiwm 
be,  that  he  who  uses  this  vast  fund  of  power  widi  tU 
least  scruple  will  carry  away  the  price. 

The  Senator  himself  tees  and  acknowledges  the  ip- 
prosch  of  this  dangerous  period,  and  agrees  that,  vbni 
it  does  come,  we  must  surrender  the  public  Isndi 
in  the  new  States)  but  ia  for  holding  on  till  it  shall  btj 
actually  arrived.  Hy  opinion  is  the  reverse.  I 
it  as  one  of  the  wisest  maxims  in  human  affair%  that  «b(t 
we  see  an  inevitable  evil,  like  this,  not  to  be  resisted,  if- 
proaching,  to  make  concessions  in  tinte,  while  we » 
do  it  with  dignity,  and  not  to  wait  until  necesnty  ess- 
pels  us  to  act,  and  when  concession,  instead  of  graAsfc 
will  excite  contempt.  Tbe  maxim  is  not  new.  Ibv* 
derived  it  from  the  greatcfVo^  modern  iMatcMner^  ^ 
mund  Burke.  HeH^ili^iHiqi6Migih^BritidiGef< 
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fimeiit,  in  the  e«rijr  ita^i  of  our  Revolutiont  and  if 
be  obMintte  and  infatuated  ■taletniBn,  Ix>rd  North, 
ben  at  ibe  head  of  affarii*  bad  listened  to  hi*  warning 
•met,  it  maj  be  doabteci  whether  our  Revolation  irouM 
lave  taken  place;  bat  evenlt  were  ordered  otberwiae. 
riM  ▼vice  ofwiidom  was  unheeded,  and  the  Revolation 
bllowed,  with  all  its  ooDsequences,  which  bare  to  great* 
ij  cbangcd  the  condition  of  the  world. 

[  bare  thus  hastily,  and  without  the  advantage  of  pre* 
''mM  reflection,  replied  (o  the  argumento  of  the  Senator 
'n>m  HaMBchusetts.  I  would  have  been  much  gratified 
r  a  course  better  suited  to  the  magnitude  of  ihe  •ubject 
mi  more  favmrnble  for  full  and  deliberate  diseamon, 
hid  beeo  adoptedt  but,  as  it  is,  I  have  passed  over  no 
irgaiMot,  aa  far  u  I  can  remeiDber*  which  he  adnnocd, 
im),  1  tmsi,  hare  replied  to  none  which  I  bare  out  sue* 
ceaifiilljr  refuted. 

1  shall  now  conclude  with  a  few  remsrks  in  reply  to 
ifce  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Soothabd.]  He 
idb  us  that  he  will  not  bid  for  the  new  States.  (1  re- 
fttt,  said  Ur.  C.|  that  I  do  not  see  him  in  his  place.) 
Does  be  mean  to  intimate  thatf  in  introducing  thia  bill,  I 
am  bkldiog  for  tbcm^  If  he  does,  I  throw  back  the  in- 
jirioos  imputation.  I  indignantly  repel  the  charge.  No, 
BTi  1  am  not  a  bidder.  What  I  have  dune  has  been 
froa  an  honest  conviction  of  duty,  and  not  leas  for  Ihe 
benefit  of  the  old  than  the  new  Slatea.  The  measure  I 
cmsocBtKnuly  believe  would  be  alike  serviceable  to 
bath. 

(Mr.  Soa-mAKD>  who  had  been  absent,  here  returned 
Ifl  Ibe  chamber.  Mr.  d  seeing  liim*  repeated  hia  re* 
■srksi  oo  which*  Hr.  8.  dieclsimed  having  said  any  thing 
Eke  what  Hr*  C.  understood  him  to  have  said.  On  which, 
Mr*  C.  reaamed;] 

I  am  hsppy  tb  hear  it.  I  felt  confident  that  the  Sen- 
>'(T  could  not  intend  to  cast  so  injiirioQ)  an  imputation 
OS  ne,  and  1  rejoice  to  hear  from  his  own  lips  the  frank 
*>d  boDorable  disclosure  he  haa  made. 

Botl  not  only  believe  the  measure  to  be  beneficial 
■ad  eipedieot*  but  I  firmly  believe  it  to  be  indispensable, 
M  order  to  restore  the  Government  to  a  sound  and 
bealthy  condition. 

The  tendency  of  our  system  to  ceolralism,  with  its 
DinMs  consequences,  can  be  no  longer  denied.  To 
counteract  lh>v,  its  patrnnage  must  be  curtailed.  There 
>K  three  gKMt  sources  to  which  its  immense  patronsge 
my  be  mainly  traced,  and  by  which  the  Government  is 
easbled  to  exert  auch  an  immense  control  over  public 
Bpiidon— the  public  lands,  the  po>t  office,  and  the  cuf- 
rtwy.  The  first  may  be  entirely  removed.  Thia  bill  will 
cut  Hop  root  and  branch.  By  a  singfeatroke  we  would  not 
only  retrench  this  growing  and  almost  boundless  source 

patronage,  but  also  free  ourselves  from  the  pressure 
^  an  immense  mass' of  business,  which  encumbers  our 
l^iilalion,  and  divides  and  dislracts  our  attentiooi  and 
Inn  would  be  done  without  impairing,  in  the  long  run, 
0<r  pecuniary  resources.  In  addition,  the  measure  would 
piice  the  Senators  from  the  new  States  on  the  same 
"Vui  and  independent  fooling  in  this  chamber  with  our- 
Klves.  la  such  reatiHa  who  would  not  rejoice'  The 
Icnstort  from  the  new  Stale*  would  especially  have 
2«e  to  rejtMce  in  the  change.  Relieve  them  from  the 
*pewJenl  condition  of  their  States,  and  they  would  be 
"tind  in  tbe  front  ranks,  sustaining  the  lawaMHl  the  con* 
Mutton  againat  theeneroachmentaof  power. 

But  the  Senator,from  New  Jersey  tells  us  that  we  have 
M  power  to  pass  this  bill,  as  it  would  be  in  violation  or 
wordinance  which  makes  (he  public  laud  a  common 
mi  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States;  and  that  we,  as 
'"Ktees,  are  b'jund  to  administer  it  strictly  in  reference 
|<>the  objector  the  trust.  In  reply,  I  mi|<ht  aik  Ihe 
Baaiar  bow  he  can  Teconoile  his  construction  of  the 
wdiDuKc  witb  the  eoutant  practice  of  the  Government, 


in  which,  if  I  mistake  not,  it  hss  been  austained  by  his 
vote^  How  many  grants  have  been  made  out  of  tbe  pub- 
lic domain  to  collegea,  academies,  asylums  for  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  and  other  inatituliooa  of  like  character?  If 
such  ooneesrions  be  eoo^tent  with  the  provisions  of  tbe 
ordinance,  what  prevents  this  bill  from  being  so  also? 
But  1  rest  not  my  reply  on  that  ground.  I  meet  tbe  Sena* 
tor  according  to  tut  interpretation  of  the  ordinance.  I  as- 
sert boldly  that  the  disposition  this  bill  proposes  to  make 
of  Ibe  portion  of  tbe  public  domain  wtlbin  the  new  States 
is  the  tery  best,  under  existing  circumstances,  that  can  be 
made,  regarding  it  in  reference  to  Ihe  common  interest 
of  all  the  States,  Let  it  be  borne  m  aund,  that  all  sides 
agree  the  new  States  will  aoon  be  able  to  eommsod  their 
terms,  when  others  less  favorable  to  the  common  intereit 
may  be  imposed.  If  we  of  the  old  Slates  make  it  a  point 
to  hold  on  to  the  last,  they  will,  by  a  necessary  reaction, 
make  it  a  point  to  extort  all  they  can  when  they  get  the 
power.  But  if  we  yield  in  time,  a  durable  arrangement 
may  be  made,  mutually  benefieial  and  aatikfactory  to  both 
parties. 

The  Senator  further  objects,  tliat  If  this  bill  ihould 
pass,  its  provisiont  would  be  extended,  from  necessity,  U> 
all  States  which  may  hereafter  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  I  must  say,  I  see  no  such  necessity)  but  my 
present  idipression  ia,  that  such  woukl  be  the  course  that 
wisdom  would  dictate.  According  to  my  mode  ofthink- 
ing,  all  the  revenue  we  may  derive  from  tbe  sales  of 
lands  in  a  State,  after  its  admission,  is  not  to  be  com- 
pared in  impbrtance  to  its  independence  as  a  sovereign 
member  of  the  Unioni  for  there  is  no  danger  of  the  fall- 
ing of  oar  inatitationa  for  tbe  want  of  pecuniary  means, 
while  there  ia  no  small  danger  of  their  overthrow  from 
tbe  growing  and  absorbing  attraction  of  this  central 
powef. 

Hr.  WEIJSTER  objected  to  the  delay,  and  to  havii^ 
any  impression  made  abroad  that  a  majority  of  tbe  Sen- 
ate could  be  brought  to  look  favorably  on  such  a  scheme. 

Mr.  WALKKR  was  opposed  to  having  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  the  Cwhmittee  oti  the  Public  Land*,  became 
a  nujority  of  that  committee  conalaled  of  members  from 
the  new  Slates.  And,  however  upright  and  honorable 
might  be  their  intentionsi  ihey  would  be  liable  to  have 
their  judgments  warped  by  their  position  and  prejudices. 
Ur.  W.  would  be  unwilling  to  trust  his  own  judgment 
on  such  a  question.  He  should  greatly  prefer  that  the 
bill  be  sent  to  a  select  committee,  so  organiied  that  a 
majority  of  its  membera  should  consist  of  gentlemen 
from  the  older  and  lai^er  States  of  the  Uniont  so  tha*, 
if  possible,  a  plan  containing  the  general  principles  of 
this  bill  might  be  devised,  in  which  all  partiea  would 
agree.  It  was  no  new  proposition.  It  had  been  made 
lung  ago.  Senators  from  the  older  States  had  sustained 
it  by  ibeir  ipeeches,  and  it  bad  been  repeatedly  rccnm- 
mended  by  tbe  President.  It  had  been  advocated  by 
the  Vice  President  also,  by  Mr.  Tasewell,  and  by  the 
venerable  Macon,  who  advocated  a  meaaure  even  mure 
liberal  than  that  now  proposed.  Hr.  W.  hoped  that  the 
Senate  would  neither  be  excited  nor  aUrmed  by  appeals 
from  any  quarter.  He  had  no  Idea  of  any  definitive  ac- 
tion on  the  suhjeet  during  the  present  aesaioa,  but  he 
wished  that  a  full  report  might  be  obtained,  and  the 
whole  subject  maturely  eonaidered. 

Ur.  BENI'ON  was  opposed  tu  the  motion  fur  recon* 
aideratton,  and  in  favor  of  a  select  eommitlee.  lie  ap- 
proved of  both  the  leading  principles  of  the  bill— the 
cession  to  the  new  Ststes  and  the  graduation  uf  price — 
but  not  of  sll  its  detalii.  Me  wu  unwilling  to  bind  hia 
constituenu  tor  30  year^  as  the  Western  strength  would 
be  very  aoon  vastly  augmented.  He  hoped  that  the 
Senators  from  the  old  Sialei  wmdd  take  up  the  subject, 
and  present  a  rrpoit  upon  it.  This  would  be.a  f'/^P*''* 
atory  iitep,,and  make  some  progress  towanM^CMbbject 
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in  view.   No  one  oould  throw  bit  e^ei  orer  the  Union* 
without  perceiTini;  thai  in  a  very  ^ort  time  lome  »d* 
joatment  of  tht«  matter  mtut  take  place.    Sooic  of  the 
Senaton  from  (he  new  Statea  had  repeatedly  jumped  up 
»nd  declared  that  if  the  praduatioo  principle  Vks  leat  at 
thia  time,  it  was  ^ne  forever.    Mr.  B.  w»  not  to  be  ao 
discouraged.    The  more  votes  they  lost  the  more  coofi- 
deot  he  felt  of  ultimate  necem;  for  where  the  funda- 
nieWtnt  principle!  of  a  mcatura  were  good  and  sound,  he 
had  often  observed  that  the  darkest  period  of  ita  hopea 
was  jurt  before  day.    The  nore f  loomy  ita  prospeetaap' 
peared  for  a  time,  the  more  sure  were  (bey  soon  to  break 
out  with  the  brilliancy  of  the  rising  tun.    In  this  great 
measure  of  extinruUhing  the  federal  title  to  the  land  in 
the  new  States,  (for  be  considered  it  ■  parallel  measure 
to  the  extinction  of  the  Indian  title,)  be  bad  never  doubt- 
ed  of  eventual  suocesa.    He  oould  no  more  doubt  this, 
than  any  future  event  which  depended  on  natural  cauaes. 
Thia  did  depend  on  natural  causes  i  .oa  causes  fixed  as 
nature  herself — viz:  on  the  increase  of  population  in  the 
West.    Those  States  must  in  a  very  short  time  obtain  a 
preponderance  in  the  national  councils.    If  the  West 
was  not  strong  enough  numerically  to  determine  this 
question  of  the  public  landi^  she  would  accomplish  it  by 
the  perfect  union  of  her  representatives,  and  (he  conse- 
quent weight  of  their  InBuence.    He  had  always  told 
hia  constituents  that  the  time  would  come  when  the  Con- 
l^ress  of  the  United  States  would  cease  to  be  the  local 
X^egislature  of  the  new  States,  to  whom  they  mutt  look, 
and  on  whose  pleasure  they  must  depend,  even  for  the 
correction  of  an  erroneous  entry  in  the  public  lands — a 
sort  of  buhitieas  for  which  Congress  was  eminently  unfit- 
ted.   Ur.  B.  was  not  roing  to  enter  into  the  question  at 
this  timet  he  would  onily  repeal,  that  be  lotted  forward 
with  confidence  to  the  extinction  of  the  federal  tide  to 
the  soil  of  the  Western  States.    Six  years  ago,  the  at- 
tention oF  the  Senate  bad  been  stronf^y  directed  to  that 
subjeeti  and  there  waa  at  that  time  a  pretty  general  ex- 
pression of  the  conviction  that  the  period  would  soon 
arrive  when  this  thing  muat  be  dccidedt  and  (hat  who- 
ever should  be  able  to  effect  an  arraagement  of  it  on 
just  and  equitable  terms  would  be  entitled  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  benefiictor  to  hia  country.   Things  were  then 
fast  vergini"  to  the  very  jmat  which  they  now  seemed  to 
approach.    But  a  propoution  to  divide  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  among  the  States  had  created  an  interebt 
antagonistical  ("  yes,  antagonisiical")  to  that  of  the  new 
Stales.  From  that  day  to  this,  ttie  doctrine' that  Congress 
is  to  sell  the  public  lands  for  as  much  money  as  they  can 
get,  and  divide  the  proceeds  amone  the  States,  had  ope- 
rated as  an  indudement,  especially  to  the  poptilous 
Slates,  to  oppose  the  original  plan,  and  had  for  a  time 
checked  the  current  of  public  opinion.    But  that  cur- 
rent was  now  recovering  its  force.    The  opposition 
which  checked  tbe  principle  of  graduation  and  pre-emp- 
tion and  uHimate  ceuion  was  fast  running  out,  and  things 
were  revrrting  to  their  old  channel.    Ub  had  always 
known  Uiat  the  diversion  was  but  temporary,  and  had 
looked  with  anx-ety  to  (he  time  when  the  new  Scnatna 
from  Arleansaa  and  llicliigan  would  take  (heir  seats  in 
that  Gbaaber.   If,  however,  they  Could  not  yet  succeed, 
all  they  bad  to  do  was  to  aualain  (beir  position,  and  not 
think  of  surrendering  becauae  they  bad  been  once  whip- 
ped.  We  will  wait  till  Wisconsin  comes  into  the  Unioni 
and,  if  Oceola  should  ever  be  conquered,  (ill  Florida  (oo 
should  come  in.   Let  thrm  only  have  patience,  and  tbe 
question  would  be  in  (he  bands  of  (he  new  S(a(es.  He 
Bsid  this  not  in  a  boastful  spirit.    He  did  not  say  that 
they  would  take  tbe  public  domain  on  their  own  terms. 
He  should  be  as  far  from  wishing  to  do  injustice,  when 
(be  new  Slates  came  to  have  the  upper  hand,  as  any 
ROntleman  on  the  other  side  could  be,  now  that  the  old 
States  had  tbe  upper  hand.   He  hoped  that  (he  whole 


sub,^ect»ou1dbeenleredupoD,  wi(btbedeM«afbnt 
ing  it  to  a  concluwm  (hat  sbouki  be  just  and  equtiuB 
as  well  to  tbe  okl  SUtes  as  to  the  new.  On  all  cffiirli 
to  tlib  food  end  he  would  pray  Heaven  to  dud  ib  uupV 
cious  benedictions. 

Hr.  HUUBABD  said  that  it  was  for  tbe  reaaiBthd 
there  waa  so  much  pubtic  and  private  bminoiaovM 
tbe  calendar,  of  high  importance  to  (be  natioai  isd 
deep  hitereat  to  individnda,  requiring  tbe  sctiaa  ef  ik 
Seoidc,  that  he  wae  opposed,  unqualified  Offml, 
to  the  eonaideration  of  the  bill  presented  lUi  mntof 
by  the  Senator  from  South  CaroUna.  He  Bii|bi  >A, 
why  was  (his  subject  brought  (o  (he  notice  of  tbe  Sea- 
ate  at  this  period  of  its  sesnonf  Why  bu  sot  IW  Sen- 
ator from  Carolina  seen  fit  to  introduce  (bBWMBKbc. 
feref  Why  did  be  not  brinf  \i  forward  at  u  taiij  dq, 
as  a  Bubsti(ute  for  (he  bill  which  haareeeitediowck 
of  the  a(tention  of  tlw  Senate,  and  which  faa«  is  recent- 
ly been  ordered  to  a  third  reading?  Certaiatyittetecn 
be~no  occasion  for  passing  (bat  bill,  if  this  bill,  novtt' 
fered  to  the  Senate,  is  to  find  favor.  If  ihe  pubfic  do- 
main is  to  be  ceded  at  once  to  tbe  respeetite  Stitnia 
which  it  is  located,  (here  can  be  no  proprielf  or  btom 
in  any  further  action  upon  the  bill  which  ba*  twpmi 
so  much  of  (be  conaidention  ot  (he  Sentie  aace  At 
commencement  of  the  aeaskin.  It  is  for  the  ream  lU 
the  Senate  has  well  matured  that  measure— has  Bide  it 
acceptable  (o  the  majority  of  lU  members— (hat,  ii  d 
probability,  no  further  discuuion  will  be  had  upoait— 
that  no  further  opposition  will  be  made  lo  it— tint  ii 
nHut  soon  receive  the  favorable  and  the  final  adioncf 
(his  body— that  be  was  unwilling  to  have  anoiber,  ad£ 
ferent,  and  a  distinct  proposition,  with  refereocetoAa 
public  lands,  presented  (o  (he  Senate,  when  oalftbi 
short  period  of  three  weeks  remains  befbre  titii  Conp^ 
must  close  its  labors.  He  could  assure  (he  friendi  a 
the  hmd  bill  now  ordered  (o  a  third  reading,  that  ^ 
bill  of  (he  Senator  from  South  Carolina  mutt  snd  viQi 
in  his  judgment,  embarrass  tf  not  prevent  itjfinil^ 
sage.  He  would  then  unhesitatingly  advite  tbe  frka* 
of  lha(  measure  (o  permit  this  bill  lo  remsin  witbooluT 
further  action.  In  his  opinion,  a  proper  regard  to  tw 
present  state  of  the  publie  buuneta  requires  that  ibtR 
should  be  no  further  agitation  here  In  rebitioa  to  Ike  pub- 
lic lands,  livery  Senator  conversant  wilb  the  awW 
of  business  upon  the  ducket,  indispenaably  requiring  the 
immediate  consideration  of  Congress,  cannot,  he  be- 
lieved, feel  ready  and  willing  now  to  enter  uponthiib"!-, 
No  Senator  can  for  a  moment  doubt,  lliat  wbenever  idS| 
aubject  is  presented.  It  must  and  it  will  bcdebatea,ui 
every  point.  The  very  character  of  the  measursbw- 
cula(ea  to  agitate  (be  country,  and  must  eUcilaprotrad'| 
cd  discuHHon  here. 

He  WBs  then  utterly  opposed  at  this  time  to  the  caa-i 
sideration  of  the  bill  offered  by  tbe  Senator  froo  fouib 
Carolina.  Ai  a  friend  to  ihe  bill  reported  by  the  Con* 
miltee  on  Public  Landa,  he  was  opposed  to  it*  An. 
knowing,  as  he  well  did,  the  state  of  tbe  cales^ibcj 
was  opposed  to  any  further  notice  of  this  biUt  •"i  r'' 
fore  be  aat  down,  be  intended  to  move  tolay  tbe  nsitf 
owde  by  (he  Senator  from  HassacbusetU  oa  the  um; 
wbicb,  if  adopted,  would  lay  also  upon  the  table  ibcW 
offered  by  ibe  Senator  fiom  South  Carolina}  asd  tb(« 
he  was  willing  it  should  rest  until  tbeconoenoeaest* 

another  session. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  liad  ^d  (lia(  the  ixi* 
would  come  when  (he  Government  would  cede  (be  p«^ 
lie  Isnda  (o  (be  reapective  S(a(ea  in  which  (be  l>i>^5| 
situated.  That  time  may  come;  and,  for  one,  beW 
lull  confidence  in  Uie  justice  of  the  country;  and  »b* 
ever  public  policy  required  llie  ceesion  frf  ibe  pu»* 
lands  lo  the  new  States,  be  ba^no  doubt  it  ««<iU>' 
done  by  the  GoTe0ia^n(^ijj^.Q^g[^  eq.ui.W 
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terms  u  would  be  acceptable  both  to  the  old  and  to  the 
new  Statea.  But  llut  lime  hai  not  yet  arrive<f.  The 
public  mind  has  not,  as  yet,  been  directed  to  this  matter. 
There  was  no  ground  of  public  policy  or  of  general  ex- 
pedieticy  which  at  this  particular  time  recommended  the 
measure  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  people. 
Enough  baa  been  done;  the  bill  has  been  brought  for- 
wardt  it  has  been  received  and  read,  and  will  be  printed. 
There  let  the  matter  rest.  The  public  attention  will 
necessarily  be  drawn  to  this  subject,  and  all  has  been 
done  that  ought  to  be  done.  The  action  of  Congreu 
should  follow  the  lead  of  public  sentiment. 

Upon  the  all-important  subjeetof  the  public  domain — 
a  subject  in  which  the  people  of  the  whole  country  are 
interested — there  should  be  no  proceeding  here  tending 
to  control  the  course  of  public  opinion.  Let  the  peo- 
ple come  forward  and  express  their  wishes  and  their 
wants  in  relation  to  this  matteri  then,  and  not  till  then, 
ought  Congress  to  act.  He  was,  then,  on  every  view  of 
this  subject,  opposed  to  any  further  proceeding  at  this 
time  upon  the  bill  offered  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  He  was  of  opinion  that  eril,  rather  than  good, 
to  the  cause  of  the  new  Slates,  would  be  the  effect  of 
any  premature  action  upnn  this  subject  on  the  part  of 
Congress.  He  would,  therefore,  let  it  rest;  and,  in  or* 
der  to  test  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  at  once,  he  would 
now  move  to  lay  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts OB  the  table. 

Ur.  H.  withdrew  the  motion,  on  request  of 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  who  again  pressed  for  a  select  com. 
mtttee.  The  time  for  action  had  arrived.  The  measure 
had  already  been  presented  lo  the  public,  and  could  not 
be  unpresentedt  and  he  wished  the  country  to  hear 
and  consider  the  arguments  both  fur  and  against  it. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  now  put,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Cutlibert,  Dana,  Davis,  EwingofOhio, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Niles,  Page, 
Parker,  Prentin,  Hives,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Southard, 
Strange.  Swift,  Tallmadge^  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Websterf 
Wright— 29. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Ctlhoun,  Ewing  of 
IITmois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama, 
Linn,  Lyon,  UcResn,  Muore,  Morris,  Houton,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Preston,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Tipton,  Walker, 
White— 33. 

So  the  Senate  resolved  to  reconsider  the  second 
reading  of  the  bill,  and  it  is  therefore  before  the  Senate 
00  its  Brst  reading. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  land  hill, 
Mr.  CALHOUN  said:  I  have  received,  within  the  last 
forty-eight  hours,  a  communication  from  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate, coDoected  with  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate, 
of  such  a  nature  that  duty  to  myself,  as  well  as  to  this 
body,  renders  it  necessary  that  I  should  lay  it  before  the 
Senate. 

[Here  Mr.  C.  sent  to  the  Secretary  tlie  letter,  which 
was  read,  as  fbUowst] 

WasHiHSTOir,  February  7,  1837. 

Sir:  In  the  Globe  of  the  6th  instant  I  find  the  report 
of  ■  speech  made  you  on  the  4th,  upon  the  land  bill, 
which  contains  the  following  passages,  viz: 

"  Was  it  not  notorious  that  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  himself  had  been  connected  with  the  purchase 
of  the  public  Lnds.^  Yes,  the  'experiment'  CUr.  Cal- 
HooM  delighted  in  the  word)  was  the  cause  of  specula- 
lion  in  public  lands;  and  if  this  bill  should  not  be  paued, 
speculations  could  nut  go  on,  and  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic laods  must  consequently  be  reduced.  He  contended 
Voft.  XUI.— 4S 


thst  every  man  could  not  but  aee  that  it  would  be  utter 
ruin  to  (hose  who  had  borrowed  money  to  speculate  in 
lands,  if  the  system  was  not  lo  go  on."  In  a  former 
part  of  your  speech,  aa  reported,  you  say:  "  The  spec- 
ulation, which  a  particular  state  of  things  bad  given  rise 
to,  had  been  produced  by  those  in  power.  They  had 
profited  by  that  state  of  thingst  and,  should  this  bill  be 
passed,  it  would  only  consummate  their  wishes,"  Ste. 

Knowing  the  liabilities  of  reporters  to  err,  in  taking 
down  and  writing  out  the  speeches  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, I  have  made  inquiry  in  relation  to  the  accuracy 
of  this  report,  and  have  been  furnished  with  cenifieates 
of  gentlemen  who  heard  you,  affirming  that  it  is  substan- 
tially correct. 

Tou  cannot  but  be  aware,  sir,  that  the  imputations 
which  your  language  conveys  are  calculated,  if  believedt 
lo  destroy  my  character  as  a  man,  and  that  the  charge 
is  one  which,  if  true,  ought  to  produce  my  impeachment 
and  punishment  as  a  public  officer.  If  I  caused  the  re- 
moval of  the  depusites  for  the  base  purpose  of  enriching 
myself  or  my  friends  by  any  of  the  results  which  might 
grow  out  of  that  measure,  there  i*  no  term  of  reproach 
which  I  do  not  deserve,  and  no  punishment  known  to  the 
laws  which  ought  not  to  be  inflicted  upon  me.  On  the 
contrary,  if  the  whole  imputation,  both  as  to  motive  and 
fact,  be  a  fabrication  and  a  calumny,  the  punishment 
which  belongs  to  me,  if  guilty.  Is  loo  mild  for  him  who 
wilfully  makes  it. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  of  the  constitutional  privilege  under 
which  this  imputation  is  cast  fortli,  and  the  immunity 
which  it  securea.  That  privilege  it  is  in  no  degree  my 
purpose  to  violate,  however  gross  and  wicked  may  have 
been  the  abuse  of  it.  But  I  exercise  only  the  common 
right  of  every  citizen,  when  I  inform  you  that  the  impu- 
tations you  have  cast  upon  me  are  false  in  every  particu- 
lar, not  having  for  the  last  ten  years  purchased  any  pub- 
lic land,  or  had  any  interest  in  such  purchase.  The 
whole  charge,  ualess  explMned,  must  be  considered  the 
offspring  of^ i  morbid  imagination  or  of  eleeplesa  malioe. 

I  ask  you,  sir,  as  an  act  due  to  justice,  honor,  and 
(ruth,  to  retract  this  charge  on  the  Boor  of  the  Senate  in 
as  public  a  manner  as  it  has  been  utteredi  it  bting  the 
most  appropriate  mode  by  which  you  can  repair  tbe  in- 
Jury  which  might  otherwise  flow  from  it. 

But  in  the  event  that  you  fail  to  do  so,  I  then  demand 
(hat  you  place  your  charge  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, that  (hey  may  institute  the  neccs«r)r  pro- 
ceeding to  ascertain  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  your  impu* 
tation,  with  a  view  to  such  further  measures  aa  justice 
may  iwtuire. 

If  you  will  neither  do  justice  yourself,  nor  place  the 
matter  in  a  position  where  justice  may  be  done  me  by 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  resort  to  the  only  remedy  left  me,  and,  before  I  leave 
the  city,  give  publicity  to  this  letter,  by  whieh  you  will 
stand  siigmstized  as  one  who,  protected  bjr  his  constitu- 
tional privilege,  is  ready  to  stab  the  reputation  of  others, 
without  tbe  magnanimity  to  do  them  justice,  or  tbe  hon- 
or  to  pkuBe  tbem  in  a  situation  to  receive  it  from  others. 
Yours,  &c. 

ANDBBW  JACKSON. 

The  Hon.  J.  C.  Caluouh, 
IT.  S.  Senate. 

P.  S.  1  herewith  enclose  you  the  copies  of  two  note^ 
verifying  the  correctneia  of  the  repurt  ofymir  qwcch  In 
the  Globe  of  the  6th  tnstan(.  A.  J. 

No.  1. 

WAsaiHOTon  CiTT,  February  6,  1837. 
At  the  rfquest  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
1  hereby  certify  that  I  was  present  in  the  gallery  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  on  Saturday,  the  4tb  instant, 
during  a  discussion  upon  the  land  bill,  and  ^fa^ard  soaw 
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of  the  remarks  of  Ur.  Calhoi-n  upon  th«t  subject,  in 
whieU  the  President  wu  charged  with  being  a  specula* 
tor  in  public  Unds. 

Oncoming  out  of  the  Cspilol,  ihe  subject  was  men- 
tioned to  me  by  a  friend  of  the  President)  and  my  rec- 
ollection of  the  words  used  accorded  with  w  hat  he  un- 
derstood had  been  said,  and  which  is  substantially  the 
tame  aa  reported  in  the  Globe  of  the  6th  instant. 

ARTHUR  CAMPBELL. 
No.  2. 

WASBiiroToir,  libruanfT,  IS37. 
Sia:  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  of  me,  whether  Mr. 
CAUiODir,  in  his  remarks  on  the  land  bil(,  on  Saturday 
last,  used  the  worda  attributed  to  biro  by  me  in  the  re- 
port which  appeared  in    the  Globe"  of  yeiterday*  viz: 
Was  it  itot  notorioas  that  the  PreiMdent  of  the  United 
States  himself  had  been  connected  with  the  purchase  of 
public  lands?"  I  would  state  that  I  have  referred  to  my 
lAort'hand  note*,  and  And  that  such  was  the  Isnguage  he 
UKd,  according  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

W.  E.  DHAKE. 
I  certify  that  No.  1  and  No.  3  are  true  copies  of  the 
originals. 

Test:  A.  JACKSON,  Ja. 

I  do  not  intend,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  in  what  I  propose  to 
say, -to  comment  on  the  character  or  the  language  of 
tlua  extraordinary  letter.  It  has  excited  in  my  bosom 
the  mingled  feelings  of  pity  for  the  weakness  oi  its  au- 
thor, contempt  for  his  menace,  and  humiliation  that  one 
occupying  the  office  which  he  does  should  place  himself 
in  a  situation  so  unworthy  of  bis  exalted  station.  Nor 
do  1  intend  to  Invoke  the  interposition  of  the  Senate  to 
protect  the  privilege  attached  to  a  Senator  from  one  of 
the  sovereign  SUtca  of  this  confederacy,  which  has  been 
outraged  in  my  person.  I  seek  no  aid  to  defend  my  own 
privileges!  aud,  so  br  from  being  intimidated,  I  shall  be 
cnboldened  to  express  myself  with  greater  freedom,  if 
possible,  to  denounce  the  corruption  of  the  administra- 
tion, or  the  violation  of  the  laws  and  of  the  constitution, 
in  consequence  of  this  attempt  to  restrain  the  free  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  expressing  my  opinions  upon  all  sub- 
jects concerning  the  public  mteresta,  secured  to  me  by 
the  constitution.  1  leave  to  the  Senate  to  determine 
what  measures  the  preservation  of  their  own  privileges 
demands. 

Much  less  do  I  intend  to  comply  with  Ihe  request  or 
demand  made  of  me;  demand  baa  no  place  between 
equals;  ar.d  I  hold  mycelf,  within  my  constitutional  privi- 
lege, at  least  equal  to  Ihe  Chief  Magistrate  himself.  I, 
as  a  legidator,  have  a  right  to  inveaiigate  and  pronounce 
upon  his  conduct,  and  to  condemn  Ins  acta  freely,  when- 
ever 1  consider  them  to  be  in  violation  of  the  laws  and 
ofthe  constitution.  I,  as  a  Senator,  may  judge  him;  be 
can  never  judge  me. 

My  object  is  to  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  reiter- 
ate what  I  aaid,  as  broadly  and  fully  as  I  uttered  them 
on  a  former  occuion,  here  in  my  pisce,  where  alone  1 
am  responsible,  and  where  the  friends  of  the  President 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  correct  my  itatement  if  er- 
roneous, or  to  refute  my  conclusions  if^ not  fairly  drawn. 
I  spoke  without  notes,  and  it  may  be  that  1  may  omit 
something  which  I  said  on  the  former  occasion  that  may 
be  deemed  material,  or  express  myself  leas  full  and 
strong  than  I  then  did.  If  so,  1  will  thank  any  Senator 
to  remind  me,  so  that  my  statement  now  may  be  as  strong 
and  as  full  as  then. 

If  my  memory  serves  me,  I  opened  my  remarks,  «  hen 
t  spoke  formeily,  by  sialing  that  so  many  and  so  subtle 
were  the  devices  by  wliich  those  who  were  in  power 
could,  in  these  times,  fleece  the  people,  without  their 
knowing  it,  that  it  nas  almost  enough  to  make  a  lover  of 


Ilia  country  despair  of  its  liberty.  I  then  suted  that  I 
knew  of  no  measure  which  could  better  illustrate  the 
truth  of  this  remsrk  than  the  one  now  before  us.  Its 
professed  object  is  to  restrict  the  sales  of  public  lam',  in 
order,  as  is  avowed,  to  prevent  speculalion;  and,  con. 
sequence,  the  accumulation  of  a  turplus  revenue  in  tlie 
Treasury.  The  measure  is  understood  to  be  an  adoiinii- 
(ration  measure.  I  then  stated  that,  su  far  from  prevent- 
ing speculation,  it  would,  in  fact,  but  consumniate  the 
greatest  speculation  which  this  country  bad  ever  wtUKs- 
sed— a  speculation  originating  in  a  state  of  things  of  which 
those  in  power  were  the  authors;  by  wliicb  they  bad 
profitedi  and  which  this,  nMssure,  ^ould  it  becooMS 
law,  would  but  complete.  1  then  asked  wbst  bad  caui- 
ed  such  an  extraordinary  demand  for  public  land,  that 
the  sales  should  have  more  than  quintupled  wiibintlie 
last  three  years?  and  said  that,  to  answer  this  questlui', 
we  must  look  to  the  state  of  the  currency.  That  it  vai 
owing  to  the  extraordinary  increase  of  bank  paper, 
which  bad  filled  to  repletion  all  the  channeb  of  circube 
tion.  The  Secretary  had  estimated  this  iacreasr,  witb- 
in  that  period,  at  from  aix  dollara  and  firiy  cents  per  in- 
dividual to  tin  dollurs.  I  believe  the  increase  to  be 
much  greater)  the  efTects  of  which  have  been  to  double 
the  price  of  every  article  which  has  not  been  kept  down 
by  some  particular  cause.  In  the  mean  time,  tbe  price 
of  public  land  baa  remained  unaltered,  at  one  dollar  sad 
twenty-five  cents  the  acre;  and  tbe  natural  conxquence 
was,  that  tbii  excessive  currency  oveifiowed  upon  tbe 
public  land,  and  has  caused  thoae  extraordinary  spccub- 
tions  which  it  is  the  professed  object  of  this  bill  to  pre- 
vent. 

I  then  ahkcd,  what  had  caused  this  inundation  of  p>pet' 
The  anawer  was,  the  experiment,  (i  love  to  remind  the 
gentleman  of  the  word,)  which  had  removed  tbe  wlf 
rcatrictions  that  existed  against  the  issue  of  bank  pspcr. 
The  consequence  was  predicted  nt  the  timet  it  wu  fort- 
told  that  banks  would  multiply  almost  withlut  number, 
and  pour  forth  their  issues  without  r»striction  or  limita* 
tion.  These  predictions  were  at  the  time  unheedw 
their  truth  now  begins  to  be  realized. 

The  experiment  Ci/mmenced  by  »  tranafer  of  the  pub- 
lic funds  from  where  they  were  placed  by  Isw,  snd  abere 
they  were  under  its  safeguard  and  protection,  to  btnb 
which  were  under  the  sole  and  unlimited  control  cf  >he 
Executive.  The  eSrct  wu  a  va&t  increase  of  csecutite 
patronage,  and  the  opening  a  field  of  specuUtiop,  in  de- 
scribing which,  in  anticipation,  I  pronounced  it  to  bcM 
ample,  that  Rothschild  himaelf  might  rnvy  tbe  opportu* 
nity  which  it  afforded-    Such  it  lias  proved  to  be. 

The  administration  has  profiled  by  this  vast  pairni- 
age,  and  the  prejudice  which  it  has  excited  sgaintl  ibe 
bank,  as  the  means  of  sustaining  themselves  in  pover- 
It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  the  remarks  in  illuslraUon  ut 
this.  The  truth  of  the  btatement  is  known  lo  all  tk 
Senators  who  havediiily  witnessed  ibe  party  topics  vbxb 
have  been  drawn  from  this  fruitful  aource.  Hben  re- 
marked that,  if  rumor  were  to  be  trusted,  it  wuaotoal; 
in  a  political  point  of  view  that  thoae  in  power  bad  pr«* 
ited  by  Ihe  vast  means  put  in  the  baoda  of  tbe  £iMS> 
tive  by  the  experitncnt;  they  had  profited  inapcciip>* 
ary  as  well  as  m  a  political  point  of  view.  It  has  bee" 
frequently  stated,  and  not  coolradicted,  that  nuny  id 
high  places  arc  among  the  speculators  in  public  Isiwi 
and  that  even  an  individual  connected  with  tbe  Presiaenl 
himself,  one  of  his  nephews,  was  an  extensive  advenl■^ 
er  in  tliis  6eld  of  speculation.  I  did  not  name  h'-tD,  ^ 
I  now  feel  myself  called  upon  to  do  so.  I  mean  Mr. 
Lemore. 

Ilaiing  established  these  pointy  I  next  undeilM  kio 
show  that  this  bill  would  consummate  those  ipccuIat'OiV' 
and  establish  the  pulilieal  ascender.cy  which  the  experi- 
ment had  given  lO[)|^|j^^f!^i4t^OQ'L(r*^' 
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rormer,  I  aviiled  myKtf  or  the  declarmlion  of  the  chair- 
nun  of  the  Commiltee  on  Public  Lftnda,  who  had  sttted 
that  the  apeeulatora  had  already  purchased  and  held  a 
rtat  amount  of  public  land,  not  leM.  aa  I  understood  him, 
than  twentT'fire  or  thirty  milUoni  of  acreat  and  that,  if 
thb  bill  did  not  paa,  the  icenea  of  the  last  two  years 
would  bo  repeated  in  thli  and  the  comlnfr  year.  I  then 
undertook  to  ahow,  from  the  showing  oT  the  chairman 
himself,  that  these  speculations  would  prove  ruinous 
without  the  aid  of  Ihrs  bill.  He  had  stated  that  the  an- 
nual demand  for  public  land,  resulting  from  our  increas- 
ed population,  could  not  exceed  ftre  millions  of  acres. 

Wow,  MBuming  that  the  quantity  on  hand  is  thirty  m'll- 
Ikhm  of  aeres^  there  would  be  six  years*  supply  in  tlie 
handa  of  speculators,  even  if  the  land  oflices  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  closed)  and  that  if  the  bill  did  not  pass,  ac- 
cording to  his  showing,  it  would  take  double  or  treble 
the  time  o  iispose  of  the  lands  which,  in  that  case,  will 
be  in  the  hands  of  speculators.  All  must  see  the  certain 
ruin,  in  (hat  event,  of  those  who  have  borrowed  money 
to  apeculate  in  land;  particularly  if  the  aales  of  public 
land  should  be  free  and  open  to  CTcry  one,  as  it  now  is, 
to  purchaae  to  Jhe  extent  hii  means.  1  next  ahowed 
that  the  contest  was  between  the  Government,  as  a  deal- 
er in  publ'c  land,  and  the  speculators;  that  they  held  in 
market  at  least  an  equal  quantity  in  value  to  that  which 
the  Oorernment  now  has  offered  for  sale,  and  that  every 
restriction  imposed  upon  the  sale*  of  Government  land 
must,  of  necessity,  inereue  the  adnnlagei  of  its  rival 
dealers. 

I  then  allowed  that  very  (Hieroua  end  oppressive  re- 
tirictioM^  of  an  odious  diaraeter,  upon  the  aales  of  the 
public  lands,  would  b«  imposed  if  the  bill  should  pass. 
No  one  thereafter  could  purchase  land  of  the  Govern- 
ment without  a  license — a  license,  in  my  opinion,  as  of- 
fensive and  odious  as  would  be  a  license  on  the  press. 
To  obtain  thia  license,  the  oath  of  the  applicant  was  re- 
quired, and  then  it  could  only  be  obtMned  on  payment 

one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  for  which 
the  citizen  may  now  receive  a  grant  in  fee  simple.  Af- 
ter he  had  made  his  purchase,  under  the  authority  of  his 
lieenae,  the  purchaser  has  to  comply  with  <lie  condition 
of  settlement  and  cultivation,  and  must,  within  the  peri- 
od of  five  years,  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register 
and  receiver,  who  are  made  high  judicial  officers,  a  com- 
pliance with  these  conditions,  before  he  cm  receive  liis 
tillet  end  if  be  fiiiled  to  comply,  by  accident  or  other- 
wise, he  forfieita  both  his  money  and  the  land.  I  stated 
that  Ibis  was  a  virtual  increase  of  the  price  of  the  public 
landa  to  the  actual  settler;  so  much  so,  that  any  sober- 
minded  man  would  prefer  to  give  the  speculators  two 
dollars  per  acre  for  land  of  the  same  quality,  to  giving 
■he  Government  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  fur  a 
license  with  these  oppressive  conditions. 

Having  establiahed  this  point,  I  then  undertook  to 
show  that  it  would  increase  vtaily  the  power  of  the 
Government  in  the  new  Slates,  if  they  chose  to  exer- 
cise this  patronage  for  political  purposes.  That  they 
would  so  use  it,  we  have  ample  proof  in  the  past  conduct 
of  the  administration,  and  in  the  principlea  which  have 
been  openly  avowed  by  its  frienda.  A  former  Senator 
from  New  York,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  piriy,  and 
now  Chief  Magistraie  of  that  State,  has  openly  avowed,  in 
his  place  on  this  floor,  that  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils; 
for  which  he  was  reprimanded  at  the  lime  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Maasacbusetts[HF.  Wbbbtbi]  in  a  manner  wor* 
thy  of  his  distinguished  talents.  Aisuming,  then,  that 
the  power  would  be  exercised  with  a  view  to  political 
iiflcience,  I  showed  that  it  Yould  place  a  vast  number  of 
III-  atizens  of  the  new  Slates,  probably  not  less  than 
one  hundred  thousand,  in  a  condition  of  complete  de- 
pendence on  the  receivers,  and  of  vassalage  to  the  Gov- 
rmmrnt. 


These  are  the  sentiments  which  1  delivered  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  and  which  I  now  reiterate  to  the  full  ex- 
tent—omitting nothing  that  is  material,  as  far  aa  connect- 
ed with  the  letter  of  the  Preaidentt  tnd  for  the  delivery 
of  which,  my  prtvilegea  as  a  Senator,  and  those  of  this 
body,  have  been  so  grossly  outrsged. 

llr.  GRUNDT  said  that  he  bad  risen  not  to  say  any 
thing  respecting  the  letter  and  certificates  which  bad 
been  read,  nor  of  the  feelings  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  towards  the  President,  or  of  the  President  to< 
wards  that  gentleman.  With  their  long  continued  and 
unhappy  differences  and  misunderstandinga  be  had 
nothing  to  do*   He  should  rather  aiy,  with  the  pott* 

Non  nobis  lanlas  componere  litea. 

He  regretted  greatly  that  any  such  misunderstanding 
should  exist;  and  whatever  the  Senate  might  think 
proper  to  say  or  do  in  the  case,  if  his  judgment  approved 
of  it,  he  should  cheerfully  assent.  Something  certainly 
was  due  in  justice  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 
Mr.  O.  did  not  so  understand  him  as  he  bad  been  repre- 
sented. He  had  listened  attentively,  and  bad  not  heard 
any  thing  from  that  gentleman  which  induced  blm  to  be- 
lieve  that  any  intimation  in  his  speech  was  directed  against 
the  President,  personally  or  individually.  The  charge 
had  been  of  a  general  character,  and  much  in  the  lan- 
guage now  stated.  That  which  had  chiefly  arreated  his 
attention  in  the  recapitulation  now  msde  was  the  connex- 
ion between  Mr.  McLemore  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  McLemore  was  one  of  Mr.  G's  near- 
est neighbors.  He  could  not  say  that  he  was  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  that  gentleman's  busiaess, 
but  he  had  a  general  impression  as  to  what  it  was.  And 
he  might  venture  very  safely  to  cay  that  Hr.  McLemore 
had  not  burrowed  money  to  speculate  upon  aince  the  re- 
moval of  the  deposites.  Though  certainly  a  roan  of 
great  wealth,  he  had  enough  to  do  to  pay  his  own  debla; 
nor  was  it  in  bis  power  to  obtain  aa  much  accommoda- 
tion from  the  banks  as  many  others  of  less  property  tluin 
himself.  Mr  G.  did  not  believe  that  be  had  any  interest 
in  (he  proceedings  referred  to.  He  had  been  a  locater 
of  I»n<l  for  otherx,  and  Mr.  G.  had  heard  that  he  was  in 
(he  habit  of  obtaining  1 100  for  every  tract  of  one  mile 
square  which  he  located.  He  did  not,  however,  speak 
this  from  his  own  knowledge.  From  all  he  knew  of 
Mr.  McLemore's  affairs,  he  did  not  believe  that  the  op- 
erations of  this  Government  were  looked  to  by  him  for 

fiurposes  of  speculation.  The  remarks  of  the  Senator 
rom  South  Carolina,  which  he  understood  to  relate  to 
this  gentleman,  constituted  the  only  part  of  his  speech 
which  at  all  affected  the  President.  To  be  sure.  It  was. 
impossible  for  Mr.  G.,  at  the  time  the  Senator  was 
speaking,  not  to  think  of  certain  individuals  concemiog 
whom  he  had  heard  reports  in  regard  to  speculation. 
There  were  individuals  high  in  ofRee  who  were  said  lo  be 
concerned,  but  Mr.  G.  hu  not  understood  the  Senstor 
from  South  Carolina  as  referring  iitdividually  to  the 
President. 

Mr.  O.  said  that  Mr.  McLemore  was  no  relative  of 
the  President  by  consanguinity;  he  had  married  the 
daughter  of  John  Donelson. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  mide  some  remarks.  He  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  he  had  not  read  the  report  of  bis  remarks 
in  the  Globe,  or  in  any  other  paper;  he  had  oflen  done  so, 
and  generally  found  them  very  incorrectly  given.  Not 
was  this  surprising]  the  situation  of  the  reporters,  and  the 
noise  in  the  chamber,  rendered  it  almoat  ioiposMble  that 
they  ahould  distincdy  hear  all  that  was  said.  The  reporter 
who  had  certified  in  this  case  sat,  he  believed,  immedi- 
ately behind  him;  and  the  reporters  of  the  Globe  were 
never  in  the  habit  of  submitting  to  bim  any  of  their  re- 
ports for  revision.  L> 

Ur.  C.  did  not  imputSgaiBjrdbfihieiaDttiCbtd 
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been  reported  in  (he  Globe.  Tlie  Prcsidenl,  hov- 
evflr,  had  thought  proper  to  take  up  that  report,  and, 
in  onmmenting  upon  it,  had  used  language  which  no 
gentleman  wu  in  the  habit  of  employing  (o  another,  and 
which,  indeed,  was  more  worthy  of  the  purlieus  of  Bil- 
lingsgate than  of  the  manner  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
a  great  nation. 

Mr.  WALKEH  aaid  he  should  make  no  remarks  on 
the  diificuHy  which  had  arisen  between  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolhu  and  the  President.  He  had  been  an  at- 
tentire  listener  during  the  qieeeh  referred  to,  and  had 
not  understood  the  Senator  as  nuking  anjr  charge  against 
the  President  personally.  The  charges  had  been  of  a 
general  nature,  connecting  the  remoriil  of  the  deposites 
with  the  ayslem  of  speculation  and  wiih  the  introduction 
of  the  present  bill.  Mr.  W.  would  say  a  few  worda  as 
to  the  manner  in  which  this  bill  had  bten  introduced. 
An  address  had  been  deltrered  by  himself  in  1830,  in 
which  the  proposition  now  imbodied  in  the  bill  was 
aubstaotially  proposed;  the  address  had  been  published, 
and— 

Mr.  CALHOUN  here  interposed,  and  disclaimed  any 
imputation  whatever  on  the  motivrs  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  in  introducing  the  bilif  he  had  never  doubted 
for  a  moment  (hat  they  were  honest  and  patriotic,  and 
that  the  honorable  Senator's  whole  course  in  the  matter 
was  prompted  by  his  zeal  for  what  he  understood  to  be 
the  interests  of  the  new  Stales. 

Mr.  WALKER  went  on  to  observe  that  the  measure 
did  not  originate  with  the  administration;  but  had  in  the 
first  place  been  suggested  in  (he  address  referred  to, 
and  had  again  been  called  up  to  public  notice  during  a 
severe  canvass  in  hta  own  State  during  the  year  1834.  It 
bad  no  connexion  whatever  with  the  removal  of  the  de- 
positea.  That,  on  the  conlraipr,  was  he  believed,  the 
only  administration  measure  which  he  bad  felt  it  his  duty 
to  oppose,  not  on  grounds  of  constitutional  law,  how- 
ever, but  on  those  of  expediency  alone.  Mr.  W.  then 
went  into  a  defence  oC  the  bill,  contending  that  it  would 
have  an  effect  the  very  reverse  of  that  which  had  been 
predicted  on  the  price  of  land  in  the  hands  of  specula* 
tors. 

Mr.  CALH01TN  would  merely  obwrve  that,  if  lie  had 
been  led  into  error  in  supposing  that  the  fiunda  derived 
from  banks  had  been  used  for  purposes  of  speculation 
in  the  public  lands,  he  had  been  led  Into  it  by  the  Presi- 
dent himself,  who  had  said  so  in  his  message. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose,  and  said  that  he  had  waited,  under 
the  expectation  that  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Waiksb,]  who  had  just  resumed  his  seat,  or  some  other 
friend  of  the  administration,  would  make  some  muiiun 
founded  upon  the  letter  which  had  been  laid  before  the 
Senate  by  the  Senator  ftvm  South  Carolina.  And  if 
now  (added  Mr.  C,  pauMng,  and  looktog  around  the 
Semte)  any  friend  of  the  administration  liaa  it  in  con- 
templation to  submit  any  such  million,  !  will,  with 
pleasure,  give  way  that  it  may  be  made. 

That  roost  extraordinary  letter  (continued  Mr.  C.) 
has  filled  me  with  the  deepest  regret  and  mortification: 
regret  that  the  illualrious  citizen  at  the  head  of  the 
Government  should  have  allowed  himself  to  address  such 
a  letter,  in  such  a  spirit,  and  in  such  language,  to  one  of 
the  representativea  of  a  sovereign  State  of  this  Uniont 
mortification  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  should 
be  reduced  to  the  state  of  degradation  in  which  we  all 
feel  and  know  it  now  to  be.  That  this  letter  is  a  palpa- 
ble breach  of  the  privileges  spperlaining  to  this  body 
by  the  conMitution,  is  beyond  all  controversy.  It  has 
not  been  dented,  and  cannot  be  denied.  It  is  tuc\f  a 
letter  as  no  constitutional  monarch  would  dare  address 
to  any  member  of  the  legislative  bodyi  and  if  he  could 
Bo-far  forget  hioMelf  as  to  do  it,  it  would  make  the 
Uirone  itiake  on  which  be  sitr. 


We,  Hr.  President,  who  belong  to  the  oppoiilioi, 
have  no  power  to  protect  the  privileges  of  thu  bod^, 
nor  Dur  mdividoal  privileges.  1*be  majority  alone  d 
now  inveated  with  authority  to  accompltah  those  ob- 
jects. On  that  majority  rests  exclusively  the  retponu- 
bilityof  maintaining  the  dignity  and  Uie  privilegesoftbe 
Senate.  And  (  have  seen,  with  great  surprise,  ihstaot 
one  of  that  majority  has  risen,  or  appears  dispoied  to 
rise,  to  vindicate  the  privileges  which  belor^  to  tbe 
Senate.  All  of  them,  on  the  contrary,  sit  by  in  liienor, 
as  if  they  were  ready  to  acquiesce  in  this  new  iavutoa 
of  the  rights  of  the  Senate  by  the  President  of  the  Uai- 
ted  States,  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Govemment. 

I  heard  with  satisfaction,  from  the  Senator  Troa  Soulb 
Carolina,  that  he  intended  himself  to  make  no  motion 
founded  upon  the  President's  letter,  but  should  leave  it 
lo  the  Senate  to  protect  ila  own  rights.  How  can  mj 
member  of  the  minority  offer  any  motion,  with  that  view, 
after  the  doctiines  which  were  brought  forward  bj  the 
friends  of  the  administration  during  the  debate  vbielt 
arose  on  the  removal  of  the  depositee,  and  which  hare 
been  more  recently  maintained  during  that  on  tbe  ex- 
punging resolution,  and  supported  by  the  vote  of  the 
Senate^  Such  is  the  lamentable  condttii  n  lo  which  tbe  , 
Senate  is  now  reduced,  how  can  the  majority  itself  bring  i 
up  any  such  motion*  According  to  those  doctrines,  tbs  ! 
Senate,  being  tbe  tribunal  to  try  the  President  in  tbe 
event  of  an  impeachment,  lias  no  power  or  right  to  ex- 
press any  opinion  whatever  on  the  constitutionality  of 
any  act  which  he  may  perform.  He  may  insult  the  body 
or  its  members)  he  may  enter  thia  chamber  viib  in 
armed  force,  disperse  the  members,  and  imprison  tbenu 
but  we  must  submit  without  murmur  or  complaiat,  ana 
patiently  wait  until  the  majority  of  tbe  House  of  Be||T^ 
sentatives,  composed  of  his  friends,  shall  vole  sa  m- 
peacltment  against  himj  which,  if  it  were  poa^de  wr 
them  to  do,  there  stands  here  a  majority,  composed  un 
of  his  friends,  ready  to  acquit  him! 

Let  those  who  have  contributed  lo  produce  the  pres- 
ent unhappy  state  of  things — wlio  have  stripped  ibc 
other  branches  of  the  Government  of  their  power^  vm 
by  one,  and  piled  them  on  the  Executive,  until  it  ^ 
become  practically  the  supreme  power—answer  for  «bil 
they  have  done.  Under  all  the  responaibiliiy 
which  they  stand  to  our  God  and  our  country,  let  ^^"1 
respond  fur  this  flagrant  violation  of  the  eonstitutioDU 
privileges  of  the  Senate.  As  for  ua,  tbe  poor  privikKe 
only  remains  of  announcing  to  the  people  and  to  the 
States  that  the  Senate,  once  a  gieat  bulwark  of  the  pub* 
lie  liberty,  by  a  succession  of  encroachments,  is  W 
placed  at  tbe  mercy  of  the  Executive,  exposed  to  every 
■naultand  outrage  which  the  unbridled  paauonsofMf 
President  may  prompt  him  to  offer. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  debate  tbe 

LAND  BILL. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  the  qiK^ 
being  on  its  passage, 

Hr.  DAVIS  aaid,  in  substance,  that  he  bsd.  oafiv- 
lunately  for  himself,  been  detained  from  tbe  Senate  uo* 
of  the  time  wlule  thia  measure  had  been  under 
sion,  and  bad  lost  the  benefit  of  the  remarks  of  geatk- 
men  who  were  well  scquainted  wiih  the  aubjectt 
it  was  a  measure  of  great  public  importance,  involriif 
great  interests  and  a  vast  amount  of  property,  he  bw 
felt  anxiouB  to  express  bis  sentimeots  in  regard  lo  rt- 
He  hoped  he  might  at  this  late  period  be  indulged  i 
adverting  lo  some  of  the  leadiiw  elyeetiona  (Ibrbe  | 
should  attempt  no  more)  which  bad  preaied  thenwhti 
upon  his  mind. 

The  public  domain,  said  he,  is  almost  bouodlesi  «> 
extent,  and  tta  vahie  can  scarnl;  be  eaimatcd.  It  i*^ 
least  Kveral  h«n4y^.,g^«!P&6e^  """" 
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Fib.  9,  ISSr.] 


gmlcr  than  wu  ever  postetned  by  anjr  nation  aa  public 
properly.  I  conwder  it  as  common  property,  belonging 
to  the  people  of  the  United  Statea,  and  to  the  whole 
people.  All  have  a  deep  interest  in  it,  and  hare  a  right 
to  know  what  disposition  is  made  of  it.  If  it  were  mo- 
ney, the  public  would  be  walchrully  alive  to  the  pres- 
ervation and  appropriation  of  it<to  the  common  good{ 
but  it  ii  not  of  the  less  value,  nor  la  it  the  leu  userul, 
because  it  conaista  in  what  may  be  converted  into  mo* 
oey. 

The  opinion  wu  put  forth  a  few  years  ago,  that  Die 
new  States  alone  had  a  right  to.  the  land  within  them; 
and  as  fast  as  new  States  were  admitted  into  the  Union 
the  right  of  the  Uniled  States  to  such  lands  was  extin- 
guished. We  now  hear  almost  daily  on  this  floor  pre- 
tensions  set  up  or  large  rights  in  such  States.  Members 
here  talk  of  our  lands,  and  claim,  in  one  form  and  an- 
other, exclusive  privileges  and  advantages  for  their  own 
conitiluenlB.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas  asserts  that 
any  and  all  persons  have  an  unquestioned  right  to  occu- 
py the  public  lands.  The  man  who  squats,  as  (he 
phrase  is,  or  seises  the  public  lands  without  colnr  of 
right,  and  igslnst  the  Uws  of  the  United  States,  \»  not 
only  countenanced,  but  no  language  of  encomium  ia 
sufficiently  aduldtory  to  express  his  merits. 

Sir,  I  repeat,  the  public  tanda  are  public  and  common 
property,  belonging  to  the  whole  people,  and  the 
whole  ^ople  have  a  right  to  the  benefit  of  themi  and 
my  pnncipal  motive  in  rising  is  to  protest  against  partial 
and  unjust  legislation)  to  deny  the  right  of  the  Senate 
to  bestow  them  upon  a  class  of  favored  individuals. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  original  boundary  of  the 
United  Stales  on  the  west  was  the  Mississippi  river. 
The  country  lying  east  of  it,  and  between  the  Atlantic 
and  the  British  provinces,  was  achieved  by  (he  common 
treasure,  aacrifices,  and  blood,  of  tbe  revolutionary  war. 
This  is  the  region  declared  by  the  treaty  of  1783  to  be 
free,  aovereign,  and  independent.  This  was  the  great 
work  of  the  old  thirteen— the  noble-  achievement  of 
three  millions  of  colonists,  without  funds,  and  almost 
without  arms  and  ammunition,  against  the  colossal 
power  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  the  noble  daring  of  lofiy 
spirits,  and  will  go  down  to  all  ages  as  a  marked  proof 
that  a  people. resolved  to  be  free  cannot  be  aubdued. 

Of  this  territory,  all  west  of  the  Atlegbanies  and  north 
of  the  Ohio  river  was,  with  the  exception  of  some  mili- 
lary  posts,  then  a  vast  wilderness.  Indeed,  the  whole 
valley  of  the  Mississippi  was  substantially  80.  Each 
State  claimed  limits  coextensive  with  the  charter  granted 
to  it  as  a  colony  by  the  Cro\vn  of  Great  Britain.  When 
heae  charters  were  granted,  (he  geography  of  the  coun- 
try vaa  venr  imperfectly  underatood,  and  the  grants,  for 
the  Want  of  accurate  boundariei^  interfered  with  each 
other,  covering  often  the  same  territory.  This  gave  rise 
to  conflicting  claims  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  some  of 
which  are  not  adjusted  to  this  lime.  1'he  cliarier  of 
Massachusetts,  for  example,  stretched  across  tbe  conti- 
nent, from  the  AlUntic  (o  the  Pacific  ocean;  and  so  of 
some  other  S(ates.  Virginia  claimed  to  the  lakes.  In 
17S3,  all  these  conflicting  claims  were  adjusted  by  deeds 
of  cession  from  several  States  to  all  the  States  of  this 
wild  territory  north  of  tbe  Ohio  and  east  of  the  Hiasis- 
«ppi,  for  the  benefit,  u  the  deeds  express  it,  of  the 
Sutes)  and  it  was  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  fur  the  benefit 
of  the  States,  tbe  Uniled  Slates  not  being  named  as  such. 
This  is  tbe  manner  in  which  It  became  common  prop- 
erty, in  which  e^h  State  was  thus  interested,  and  it  was 
pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt.  While 
the  deeds  of  cession  thus  make  it  the  property  of  the 
States^  by  Uoguige  which  admits  of  no  evasion  or  mis- 
eoiNlnietiont  tbey  also  provide  for  the  diviaion  of  it  into 
States,  and  tbeir  admisaion  into  the  Union  when  tbe  ter- 
ritory should  be  inhabited. 


It  is  thus  rendered  entirely  clear  that  the  new  States 
were  not  to  be  the  owners  of  these  landsi  for  the  pledge 
of  them  to  pay  the  public  debt,  and  the  declaration  that 
they  should  be  held  for  the  common  benefit,  are  incon- 
sistent with  sueb  a  claim. 

The  lands  west  of  tbe  Mississippi  and  in  Florida  were 
purchased  by  the  United  States  from  France  and  Spain, 
and  we  paid  for  tbem  twenty  millions  of  dollars  out  of 
the  public  Treasury.  The  title  to  this  vast  domain  is 
also  equally  clear,  fn  addition  to  this,  enomous  suns 
have  been  paid  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title. 

The  title,  therefore,  of ihe  United  States  cannot  be  made 
questionable.  The  public  lands  are  common  treasure, 
and  must  be  dealt  with  as  such.  The  United  Slates  have 
always  so  treated  them,  and  1  must  be  allowed  to  recur 
to  the  general  course  of  policy  which  has  been  pursued, 
to  show  what  has  been  public  sentiment. 

A  system  of  selling  snd  settling  then  was  at  once,  after 
the  cession,  adopted,  the  details  of  which  I  need  not 
enter  into,  beyond  what  is  necessary  to  prove  that  the 
public  interest  was  guarded  with  watchful  vigilance,  and 
all  attempts  to  give  it  away  or  to  encourage  intruders 
firmly  resisted.  As  far  back  as  1796,  I  find  that  the  sub- 
ject of  pre-emption  rights  was  brought  before  Congreas, 
and  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  reported  *■  that,  in- 
aitmuch  as  illegal  settlements  on  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  ought  not  to  be  encouraged,  and  as  yielding  to  the 
said  claims  [for  pre-emption]  would  interfere  with  tbe 
general  provisions  for  the  sale  of  ssid  lands,  in  their 
opinion,  the  prayer  of  said  petitions  ought  not  to  ha 
granted  t"  that  is,  the  petitionaof  persons  aakin^  for 
pre-emption  rightfi,  because  (hey  had  entered  without 
authority  upon  the  public  lands. 

In  1801,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  reported— 

"That  [certain  petitionera  represented  that]  with 
much  labor  and  difficulty  they  had  settled  upon,  cuUi* 
vated,  and  improved,  certain  lands,  the  property  of  the 
United  Slates,  between  the  waters  of  the  Scioto  snd 
Muskingum  rivers,  and  had  thereby  not  only  enhanced 
the  value  of  the  lands  upon  which  they  had  respectively 
settled,  but  of  other  lands  in  (he  vicinity  of  the  same,  to 
the  great  benefit  of  tlie  United  Siatef,  and  prayed  for  a 
pre-emption  right  to  those  lands,  at  twodollarstheaere," 
[then  the  minimum  price  of  public  lands.] 

"  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  as  there  are 
many  others  in  the  situation  of  the  petitioners,  if  the  in< 
dulgence  prayed  for  be  granted,  it  ought  to  be  generalt 
but,  whatever  may  be  the  hardships  sustained  by  the 
petitioners,  and  however  great  our  disposition  to  relieve 
them  therefrom,  believinfr,  as  the  committee  do,  that 
granting  the  indulgence  prayed  for  would  operate  aa  an 
encouragement  to  intrusions  on  the  public  land^  and 
would  be  an  unjustifiable  sacrifice  of  the  public  interest, 
report,  as  their  opinion,  that  the  prayetof  the  petitions 
ought  not  to  be  granted." 

In  1806, 1  find  another  report  on  pre-emption  rights, 
which  concludes  thus: 

"  An  indulgence  in  the  present  instance  would  en- 
courage abuses  in  future,  and  might  eventually  lead  to 
an  entire  abandonment  of  the  existing  land  system,  in  ex- 
change for  one  wholly  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  de- 
riving  revenue  from  the  aale  of  public  lands,  and,  by  en- 
couraging migration  beyond  its  natural  and  necessary 
progress,  create  an  interest  hostile  to  the  general  welfare 
of  tbe  Union.  It  might  be  observed,  further,  that,  by 
an  extension  of  this  right  to  ihc  claimants,  we  enable  in* 
dividuals  (o  select  and  engrou  tbe  mont  eligible  spots,  in 
point  of  situation  and  soil,  and  thereby  destroy  all  com* 
petition  in  the  public  sales." 

How  prophetic  these  remarks  were,  will  be  seen  in 
the  sequel. 

In  1813,  the  eommitlee,  in  matd  to  pre-emption 
rights,  hold  the  Wlonjf^ifeBl^afeEjOOgle 
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*<  The  committee  we  of  opinion  thit  promitctious  and 
unauthorized setllementB  on  the  public  lindiare,  in  many 
respecti,  injurioua  to  the  public  intereitst  s^ood  policy 
fbrbidi  that  any  encouragement  ahould  be  given  to 
tueh  intrasiont.  It  was  prohibited  by  the  Congreaa tin- 
der the  confederation,  and  haa  been  made  penal  by  an 
act  under  the  present  form  of  government.  Congresa 
cannot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners,  in  its  full  extent,  without  destroying 
the  effect  intended  to  be  produced  by  the  law  prohibit- 
ing intruaiona  on  the  public  lands.  To  legalize  a  direct 
violation  of  the  law  mus^  by  obvious  consequence,  en- 
courage future  violations. *' 

This  lav  is  now  in  force,  and  this  report  was  made  by 
Mr.  Morrow,  of  Ohio,  a  gentleman  well  acquainted  with 
the  public  land  and  the  interesta  of  the  United  States. 
By  a  departure  from  tbia  wise  policy,  all  the  pernicious 
conaequences  which  be  so  distinctly  pmnts  out  nave  been 
realized. 

in  1834,  the  Oommittee  on  Public  Lmds  again  report- 
ed as  follows,  in  regard  to  pre-emption  rights: 

"  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  an  extenaion  of 
these  principlea  would  be  injurious  to  llie  Government 
as  well  as  to  those  who  may  hereafler  become  (he  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands,  and  probably  to  those  who  may 
venture  to  settle  upon  Government  land  without  authority 
hereafter. 

*'It  cannot  be  perceived  by  what  principle  persona 
having  no  color  of  title  ahould,  after  lands  on  which 
they  have  aetlled  were  known  to  belong  to  the  United 
States  at  the  lime  of  making  auch  settlement,  claim  the 
pre-emption  right  to  such  lands. 

"  Should  the  Government  sanction  applications  of  this 
nature,  an  inducement  would  be  offered  (»  persona  of  an 
enierprising  diapoailion  to  anticipate,  in  every  quarter, 
the  Government  in  Us  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to 
settle  upon  and  improve  the  most  valuable  tracts  of  land, 
which  they  «ould  chim  at  Ihe  minimum  pricr,  whenever 
such  lands  were  brought  into  Ihe  market  by  tlie  authoriiy 
of  the  United  States. 

"  Purchnsers  of  landfl,  finding  ihemwives  prevented 
from  acquiring  good  lands,  would  abstain  from  purchases, 
and  resort  to  illegal  settlements,  in  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining that  at  the  minimum  price,  which  they  could  not 
obtain  at  fair  and  open  sale. 

"  Thus,  a  competition  would  be  excited  among  a  cer- 
tain description  of  our  population  to  locate  thcmselvea 
upim  the  public  lands,  without  regard  to  tines  or  bound- 
aries, and  with  very  little  respect  for  the  rights  either 
of  the  rovcrnment  or  their  Indian  neighbira.    •   •  • 

<'  A  system  of  indulgence  to  those  who  trespass,  by 
making  unauthorized  seitlementa  upon  the  public  lands 
after  those  lands  are  known  to  belong  to  the  United 
States,  wouM,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  be  pro- 
ductive of  much  perplexity  fo  the  Governmen*,  as  well 
aa  of  injury  to  those  concerned  in  the  purchase  and 
settlement  of  the  public  domain." 

Without  troubling  the  Senate  further  by  reference  to 
the  doings  of  Conitreas,  I  may  here  remark  ihat  this  was 
the  wholesome  doctrine  which  guided  and  reguhted 
action  here  in  regard  to  the  public  lands  until  1830.  A 
deaf  ear  was  invariably  turned  upon  all  entreaties  to 
grant  what  are  denominated  pre-emption  righls.  None 
stDod  more  firmly  against  them  than  the  mt-mbers  from 
the  new  Slates.  The  injurious  consequences  were  fore- 
seen, and  our  predecessors  comprehended  how  difficult 
it  would  be  to  retrieve  a  false  step.  In  1830,  the  minimum 
price  of  public  land*  was  reduced  from  two  dollars  to  a 
dollar  and  a  cjuarter  an  acre,  and  all  credit  aboliahed; 
which  iV*tem  is  now  in  operation. 

In  1839,  the  firat  pre-emption  law,  which  extended  to 
the  public  lands  generally,  was  paased,  under  pretence 
of  quieting  the  posaeuions  of  a  few  poor  people  who 


had  established  homes'  upon  the  public  land,  and  aAed 
for  a  few  acres,  ftt  the  minimum  price,  which  they  bad 
cultivated  about  their  bouses.  The  argument  tddreved 
to  the  humanity  of  Congress  prevailed.  The  specula- 
tors,  in  the  ^ise  of  poor  men,  seduced  Congreas.  It 
seemed  juat  m  itselft  and  we  will  now  see  what  hare 
been  the  results  of  that  lew,  and  learn  something  fron 
experience.  If  the  public  documents  speak  the  irutb, 
it  has  been  the  means  of  awakening  cupidity,  and  haa 
aerved  to  disguise  and  cover  up  the  moat  disgustin(f 
frauds,  perjuries^  and  peculations.  This  law,  in  iti 
terms,  provided  for  retrospective  cases  only,  for  easea 
M  here  settlements  and  cultivation  had  been  actually  made, 
and  was  designed  to  secure  to  the  poor  man  his  borne, 
not  to  inviie  new  settlers,  or  to  enlarge  the  domains  of 
Ihe  rich.  A  pre-emption  law,  as  it  ia  styled,  gives  lo 
the  occupant  the  exclusive  right  to  enter  for  himself,  to 
become  the  purchaser  of  a  given  quantity  of  land,  on 
which  he  has  made  his  improvements,  be  its  quality  or 
value  what  it  may,  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  Ihe  acre, 
which  is  the  lowest  price  at  which  public  land  is  sold. 
The  lea§t  quantity  which  the  United  States,  In  their  sin- 
gular  liberality,  proposed  to  let  a  pre-emplioner  have 
was  160  acrea,  or  one  quarter  of  a  section— the  public 
lands  being  aurreyed  into  sections  or  squares  of  640 
acres  each. 

This  act  of  1830,  it  was  supposed,  would  apply  only 
lo  the  relief  of  a  few  esses  of  poor  people,  who  had 
penetrated  Ihe  public  lind,  and  commenced  the  pro- 
cess of  clearing  farms.  But,  sir,  Mr.  Brown,  the  late 
Commissioner  of  Ihe  Land  Office,  was  required  to  stale, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  how  much  revenue  had 
been  diverted  from  the  publto  Treasury  by  this  act. 
His  answer  was,  that  he  had  no  certain  data  by  which 
to  estimate  it;  but  he  adds: 

*'  CoMidering  the  many  tens  of  thousands  of  chimk 
that  have  arisen  under  it,  and  the  prevailing  de^rc,  in 
Ihe  mean  while,  to  invest  money  in  public  land,  the  con- 
cluiinn  seems  fair  Ihat  the  selected  »pots  would  hare 
been  sold  for  a  price  proportioned  to  iheir  excellence, 
if  no  such  law,  nor  any  improper  conspiracy,  had  ex- 
isted. The  estimate  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  which 
I  had  Ihe  honor  lo  submit  to  you  on  the  38th  of  ianaary 
last,  appears  lo  me  now  to  underrate,  mucli  rather  than 
lo  magnify,  ibe  difference  between  ihe  receipts  for  pre- 
emption ooneessions  and  tlie  sum  the  same  lands  would 
have  brought  into  the  Treasury." 

Under  this  law,  where  two  persons  had  made  improve- 
ments on  the  same  quarter  section  of  land,  it  wa»  deci- 
ded, as  they  could  not  both  have  it,  that  one  should  have 
what  is  familiarly  called  a  float — that  is,  a  right  to  enter 
his  quantity  upon  any  of  the  surveyed  and  unsold  pub- 
lie  lands)  thus  giving  to  him  a  vast  range,  and  an  oppor* 
(unity  to  select  the  most  valuable  apot. 

The  Commissioner,  in  speuking  of  the  maaner  in 
which  these  floats  were  obtained,  says: 

"  The  virtuous  and  patriotic  citizens  of  I,oulaiana  have 
been  disgusted  and  alarmed  by  the  extent  to  which 
fraud  and  perjury  are  asserted  to  have  been  carried  on  in 
the  manufacture  of  such  claims  within  that  interesting 
State,  threatening  to  cover  a  large  portion  of  the  noal 
valuable  lands  that  have  been  surveyed."        *  * 

"Thelaw,  asiu  title  imports,  is  in  favor  of  settlers. 
But  pretensions  have  been  set  up  by  persons  dwelling  in 
town  with  titeir  families,  and  there  following  mercantile 
pursuits,  while  they  caused  a  little  show  of  improvement, 
that  acarce  deserved  Ihe  name,  to  be  made  for  Ihem  by 
others;  no  proof  being  produced  of  ibeir  personal  super- 
intendence or  direction  on  the  ^>ol.  Cultivation  by 
slavea  or  hirelings  in  1833,  and  one  or  the  otbcr.ora 
growing  crop  on  the  place  on  the  following  19lh  of 
June,  have  been  asniaed  as  fulfltlipgabe  required  con- 
ditions." Digitized  by  VliOOgle 


765 


OF  DEliATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


766 


F*».  9,  1837.] 


Public  hand*. 


'*  Among  the  pretences  to  cult'iTRtion,  there  have  been 
diaelosurra  aa  folio v§,  viz;  where  the  cutting  and  burn' 
ing  A  anoall  pat^  of  canei  where  an  encloiure«  not  en- 
titled lo  be  called  a  fence,  around  a  space  only  larfce 
enough  for  a  imall  ganlen,  and  the  planting  a  Tew  culi- 
nary TCgetablest  am)  where  scattering  an  undefined 
qonatitjr  of  turnip  aeeda  or  grass  seeds,  and,  in  one  case, 
plantio^  a  few  turnips  or  onions,  have  been  claimed  as 
cultivation  to  meet  this  condition."  Again: 

"  If  the  propriety  were  conceded  of  making  the  pre> 
emption  poficy  a  part  oF  our  land  system,  there  would 
be  atill  no  evident  fitness  In  extending  the  conceisitm  to 
a  full  quarter  section  of  bnd.  An  allowance  of  half 
that  quantity  of  the  very  best  land  is  surely  munificent, 
uid,  if  presumed  poverty  be  one  of  the  considerations 
for  tbe  grant,  it  may  be  observed  that  many  a  good  farm 
in  the  West  contains  no  more  than  an  eighth  of  a  sec- 
tHm.'*  Again: 

**  The  temptatioa  to  abuse  the  charily  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ii  so  radically  Intermiud  and  so  inextricably  inter- 
woven with  the  operation  of  the  pre-emption  laws,  that 
I  iboald  despair  of  bying  before  you  altogether  effect- 
nal  means  for  the  prevention  of  fraud  on  the  pirt  of 
daiinanti.  It  seems  to  me  a  hopeless  task  to  project  any 
modification  of  existing  enactments  that  abatl  silence 
perjury,  and  defeat  the  devices  of  sagacious  speculators, 
■o  long  as  their  ingenuity  shall  be  sharpened  and  alimu- 
btcdbythe  prospect  of  immense  gain  attending  their 


Such  are  the  extraordinary  and  disgusting  develop- 
meala  made  by  tbe  officer  who  was  last  year  at  the  head 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  whose  means  of  intetll- 

Eoee  cannot  he  questioned;  and  such  is  the  eflect  of 
rislatingthe  public  domain  into  tbe  hands  of  individ- 
uals. It  offers  such  temptation  lo  an  easy  acquisition  of 
wealth,  that  it  superinduces  every  species  of  fraud. 

I  will  now  ask  attention  to  some  parts  of  a  statement 
nwde  1^  the  attomejr  (rf  the  United  States  for  the  west- 
em  district  of  Louwana  in  regard  lo  these  floats  and 
pre-emption  rights: 

**  [  will  here  mention  a  construction  of  the  law  which 
was  adopted  by  the  officers  at  Opelousas,  and  most  of  the 
pre-emption  floats  have  been  admitted  under  that  con- 
Mruction:  Two  persons  living  on  a  quarter  KCtion,  or 
wbo  pretend  that  they  do,  oh  lands  not  worth  a  cent  an 
acre;  men  wbo  can  neither  read  nor  wrilei  men  who 
have  never  seen  a  survey  made,  and  know  nothing  about 
lections  or  quarter  sections  of  landi  and  who.  In  point 
of  fact,  live  five,  ten,  and,  in  many  instances,  twenty 
miles  apart,  go  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  as  ignorant 
aa  themselves,  and  swear  to  all  the  facts  required  by 
law  to  make  their  entry;  this,  too,  in  a  section  of  coun- 
try never  surveyed  by  the  authority  of  the  Government, 
nor  any  competent  officer  thereof  Would  it  be  believ- 
ed that  any  officer  of  the  Government  would  admit  an 
entry  under  circumstances  like  these,  upon  the  oaths 
akne  of  the  parties  interested  in  making  them,  and 
upon  lands  not  surveyed,  approved,  and  returned,  by 
higher  authority  \  Can  it  be  possible  that  an  entry  of 
tMt  kind  can  either  be  in  conformity  with  law,  justice, 
or  right? 

**!  state,  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  many  of  these 
pre*einption  floats  are  precisely  m  tbe  situation  above 
aetailed.  I  am  authorixed  to  name  Colonel  Robert  A. 
Crane,  of  Louisiana,  wbo  alatea,  positively,  be  knows 
aany  of  them  to  be  founded  upon  the  same  corrupt  per- 
jury— persons  swearing  that  they  lived  on  the  same 
quarter  section,  when,  in  truth  and  in  fuct,  they  never 
ud  lived  so  near  each  other  as  five  miles.  It  is  not  be- 
lieved that  there  are  thirt)[  honest  pre-emption  floats  in 
the  whole  district  of  Louisianat  and  yet,  since  the  Ist  of 
Jaeaarv,  1835,  up  to  the  37ih  of  May,  they  have  passed 
at  tbe  nnd  office  at  Opelousas  at  least  350.   And  who 


are  the  owners  of  these  RoalsF  Principally  one,  and  not 
more  than  three  speculators.  Since  the  1st  of  January 
of  this  year,  up  to  the  37th  of  May,  day  after  day,  week 
after  week,  I  might  say  months  after  months,  a  notorious 
speculator  (and  who  must  have  been  known  as  such  to 
the  officers  of  the  Und  office  at  Opelousas)  was  seen  oc- 
cupying that  office,  to  the  almost  total  exclusion  ofeverv 
body  eue.  No  other  person  appeared  to  understand 
how  to  get  pre-emption  Boats  through,  and  no  one  did 
succeed  until  an  event  which  will  be  stated  below.  He 
could  be  seen  followed  lo  and  from  the  land  office  by 
crowds  of  free  negroes,  Indians,  and  Spaniards,  and  llic 
TCry  lowest  dre^  of  society  io  the  counties  of  Opelousas 
and  Bapides,  with  their  affidavits  already  prepared  by 
himself,  and  sworn  lo  by  them  before  some  justice  of  the 
peace  in  some  remote  part  of  the  county.  These  claims, 
to  an  immense  extent,  are  presented  and  allowed.  And 
upon  what  evidence.'  Simply  upon  the  evidence  of  the 
parties  themselves  who  desire  lo  make  the  entry!  And 
would  it  be  believed  that  the  lands  where  these  quarter 
sections  purported  to  be  located,  from  the  affidavit  of 
the  applicants,  had  never  been  surveyed  by  the  Govern- 
ment nor  any  competent  ufRcer  thereof,  nor  approved, 
nor  returned  surveyed?  I  further  state  that  there  was 
not  even  a  private  survey  made.  These  facts  I  know. 
I  have  been  in  the  ofHce  when  the  entries  were  made, 
and  hive  examined  the  evidence,  which  was  precisely 
what  t  have  stated  above." 

Such  has  been  tbe  result  of  the  experiment  of  the  law 
of  1830,  made  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  poor  settlers.  It 
has  swept  awoy  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars  from 
the  public  chest,  and  introduced  a  system  which  corrupts 
and  demoralizes  the  citizens,  lo  an  extent  surpassing  be- 
lief. It  comes  to  us  fraught  with  all  the  evds  prophe- 
sied of  it,  and  has  already  invited  hordes  lo  seize  upon 
tbe  public  property,  indulging  the  hope  that  new  Uws 
of  this  description  will  be  passed.  Indeed,  they  come 
boldly  to  our  doors  and  demand  them.  This  city  is  now 
filled  with  greedy  claimantsi  not  your  poor  and  help- 
less individuals,  who  have  raised  a  log  cabin  over  their 
heads  in  some  nook  of  public  property,  but  men  wbo 
enter  the  fashionable  walks  of  life  and  boast  of  their  fur- 
tunes. 

And  yet  this  law  of  1830  was  guarded  and  protected 
by  oaths  and  required  proofs.  The  settlement  and  the 
cultivation  must  he  proved  under  osth,  and  to  have  oc- 
curred before  1839,  to  entitle  the  claimant  to  tbe  bene* 
fit  of  the  act.  But,  ur,  what  is  cultivation?  Any  act 
upon  the  soil;  raising  a  handful  of  vegetables  of  a  few 
weeks'  growth;  sowing  a  little  grass  seed,  which  is  up 
in  a  few  days.  What  is  occupancy?  Feeding  a  horse 
upon  the  soil  has  been  claimed  as  such.  And  such  mis- 
erable  frauds  aided  by  the  perjury  of  hired  and  interest- 
ed  witnesses,  have  been  employed,  with  the  connivance 
of  public  officers,  under  a  benevolent  act,  to  steal  the 
most  valuable  parts  of  the  public  land.  Such  has  been 
our  sad  and  appalling  experience  under  the  law  of  1830. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  character  of  the  bill  on  your  ta- 
ble?  A  thousand-fold  worse  than  the  act  of  1830.  It  is 
a  pre-emption,  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  tbe  Stales  in 
which  the  public  lands  lie.  A  monopoly  in  their  hands; 
an  appropriation  of  the  public  lands  to  their  use,  lo  the 
exclusion  of  all  olberst  a  gil\  of  this  vast  treasure  to  the 
citizens  of  those  States.  And  can  1  vole  for  such  a  prof- 
ligate disposition  of  public  property  F  How  can  I  meet 
my  constituents  and  justify  such  an  act?  You  have  hard- 
ly the  modebty  to  disguise  this  bill,  by  holding  it  up  as 
a  measure  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  poor;  but  gentlemen 
stand  boldly  forth,  and  contend  that  every  man's  farm 
should  be  made  up  to  at  leaiit  1,280  acres  out  of  the  pub- 
lic land.  Ay,  more:  that  he  shall  have  the  right  lo  se- 
lect from  no  less  than  twcniy-one  sictioiunji  MO  acres 
each,  ilie  bcbt  parts  and  puriions,  te-lmt»^)iyH»comple- 
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menr,  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  the  acre.  And  more: 
vou  do  not  confine  biiQ  to  lands  surveyed,  but  permit 
Dim  to  range  in  regions  never  jret  ezpoied  to  sale,  and 
to  select  Ibe  richest  gifu  of  nature.  Nor  is  your  bill 
confined  to  retrospective  action,  but  whoever  will  may 
go  and  seize  the  public  domain.  And  what  do  you  re- 
quire of  bim?  Oaths  and  proofs  of  occupancy  and  cul- 
tivation; such,  aubbtsntially,  as  were  required  by  the  act 
of  1830{  provisions  just  ss  easily  evaded.  And  titles 
were  manubctured  under  that  act  in  vast  numbers,  by 
the  oaths  of  perjured  witnesses  and  the  certificates  of 
ftlse  magistrates.  If  you  were  robbed  of  three  millions 
of  dollars  under  that  act,  what  may  you  aot  expect  by 
thus  opening  the  flood-gates  to  the  cupidity  of  the 
greedy  and  avaricious? 

We  have,  I  know,  heard  much  fulsome  panegyric  lav- 
ished upon  the  hardy  pioneers,  as  they  are  styled; 
much  of  their  sufferings,  and  much  of  their  perils  and 
bravery.  But,  sir,  who  invites  them  to  these  sufferings? 
Who  aska  them  to  seize  the  public  land'  For  whose 
bent  fit  is  it?  The  laws  of  the  United  States  forbid  their 
entry  upon  it,  they  restrain  by  heavy  penalties  all  intru- 
sion, they  declare  all  such  persons  to  be  trespsssera  and 
liable  to  indictment.  These  intruders  are,  therefore, 
disturbers  of  the  public  peace,  and  by  interfering  with 
the  Indians  they  provoke  hotliliticp,  and  create  the 
very  wars  in  which  they  affirm  they  have  suffered,  and 
then  claim  our  compassion.  It  is  my  firm  belief  that  if 
these  disturbers  were  kept  within  lawful  bounds,  we 
should  hare  no  hostilities  with  the  Indians. 

But,  sir,  if  fighting  is  meritorious,  have  we  no  fight- 
ing men  tube  provided  for'  Are  those  who  acliieved 
our  independence  forgotten?  Do  Bunker  Hill,  and 
Lexington,  and  Sarotaga,  sink  into  forgetfulness  before 
the  exploits  with  Black  Hawk  and  OceoU?  We  have 
heard  much,  too,  of  the  poor  settler;  and  that  there  are 
some  of  this  class  on  the  public  land  is  doubtless  true. 
If  they,  and  they  alone,  can  be  provided  for  by  being  qui- 
eted in  their  posseaiioin,  they  shall  have  my  rote.  Show 
me  a  bill  for  them,  which  will  bar  frauds  and  apeeula- 
tion,  and  it  shall  have  my  most  hearty  support.  But 
what  sort  of  a  bill  is  this  tor  poor  men,  which  proposes 
to  let  each  person  who  may  choose  to  take  up  for  him- 
self or  to  annex  to  his  estate  1,280  acres  of^  the  most 
choice  spots  of  the  public  land?  Cannot  something 
short  of  an  estate  equal  to  that  of  a  nobleman  satisfy 
the  poor?  The  poor,  sir,  are  used  as  the  stalking-horse 
to  disgaise  the  measure)  its  features  are,  however,  too 
apparent  to  mislead  any  one.  But  if  the  poor  are  to  be 
prorided  for,  then  I  claim  that  all  are  alike  entitled.  I 
regret  it,  but  we  have  many  poor,  too  poor  even  to  be 
able  to  make  the  long  journey  to  your  public  land. 
They  are  meritorious,  and  they  suffer  all  the  privations 
incident  to  their  unfortunate  condition,  and  I  claim  for 
them  a  share  of  the  public  bounty,  if  the  public  proper- 
tyis  to  be  distributed.  There  is  a  great  class  of  widows 
and  orphan*,  aged  and  infirm,  whose  condition  makes  a 
strong  appeal  to  your  humanity.  Let  your  bounty  reach 
them,  and  gladden  their  sorrowful  hearts,  instead  of  ad- 
ding to  Jbe  boundless  acres  of  the  rich  planters. 

We  hftve  been  told  that  great  numbers  of  respectable 

fieople  have  emigrated,  and  settled  upon  the  public 
inds,  in  the  expectation  that  a  pre-emption  law  would 
pass  for  their  benefit.  The  Senator  from  New  Hamp. 
ahire  [Mr.  IloiBAao]  sa;^-a  that  he  knows  of  a  great  num- 
ber, and  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Territorial  Council 
of  Wisconsin  are  squatters.  I  doubt  not  it  is  true,  and 
that  they  have  left  their  poor  neighbors  behind  them  in 
New  Hampshire.  They  are  doubtless  men  of  comforta- 
ble means;  and  why  do  they  go  to  Wisconsin  to  settle 
upon  public  Unds  which  have  neither  been  surveyed  nor 
brought  into  the  market,  when  there  are  millions  on 
millions  of  acrea  which  have  been  surreyed  this  side  of 


that  Territory,  which  are  of  superior  quality  for  sgrical- 
tural  purpotes,  and  which  they  might  lawfully  enter  ud 
own  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter?  This  boundless  regioa 
does  not  satisfy  tbe  ambition  of  these  poor  men  <rba  sre 
seeking  a  home.  Tbey  pass  by  all  this,  as  anworthyaf 
their  notice,  and  light  upon  aegions  where  they  nty 
have  the  first  chcMce,  and  not  wait  to  get  rich  by  tlw 
slow  process  of  ordinary  accumulation.  These  are  Ibe 
poor  men  knocking  at  our  doors  for  pre-emption  rijhti. 

But  this  is  not  all.  We  have  proofs  here  ttiat  tliq^are 
lunded  and  aasociaied  together  to  reM  tiie  bwsof  lbs 
United  Slates,  and  to  maintain  their  elatiM  spiisl  sK 
opporition.  They  have  conatilutiona,  as  they  term  tbeoij 
and  for  what?  To  stand  together  and  maintoin  their 
possessions.  To  set  at  defisnce  the  title  of  tbe  DDiied 
Stales  to  their  own  property.  To  make  war  upon  til 
persons  who  shall  dare  to  bid  for  these  lands  at  tbe 
sales  made  by  the  United  States,  and  bysuch  high-bsnd- 
ed  violence  to  secure  to  themselves  great  trsoti  of  coun- 
try, the  most  valuable  portions  of  tbe  peblie  dosaaia,  at 
the  paltry  sum  of  a  dolhir  and  a  quarter  tbe  acre,  tboogb 
it  is  well  known  that  purchasers  stand  ready  in  ■hit  in- 
stances  to  give  a  hundred-fold  more.  Uany  of  tbeie 
aettlera,  it  is  said,  are  banded  with  the  speculators  by  ss 
agreement  to  divide  the  booty;  and  «hen  the  rightsare 
thus  once  secured  in  a  place,  like  birds  of  prey,  d»]r 
rise  up  and  light  upon  some  other  favored  regkm,  to 
convert  it  to  private  property  by  the  same  process  of 
lawless  riolence.  , 

I  was  informed  by  a  gentleman,  last  winter,  who  Ktn 
at  the  Grand  Rapida,  in  Michinn,  among  the  Otttn 
Indians,  that  the  south  bank  of  the  rapids  was  owned 
a  squatter,  who  had  obtained  a  section  of  640  acres,  it 
a  dollar  and  a  quarter  the  acre,  and  that  it  is  worth,  it 
this  moment,  without  any  important  improveiBenti,  hsif 
a  million  of  dollars.  I  could  not  euily  credit  tbe 
word  of  a  man  of  the  strictest  veracity,  until  1  uw,  bj 
the  treaty  made  with  Ihesa  Indiana,  and  ratified  here  it 
tbe  last  session,  that  a  section  on  tbe  other  bank  ns<*' 
timated  to  be  worth  a  much  greater  sum.  TWs  is  not 
an  isolated  case  of  the  accumulation  of  vast  veahb  bf 
the  erection  of  a  bark  cabin  and  the  planting  s  fev 
peppers  or  tomatoes.  The  end,  aim,  and  purpose,  of 
the  great  body  of  pre^mptioners  is  to  mske  tbeB- 
selves  rich  out  of  the  public  property.  It  is,  ins  wsro, 
to  defraud  the  United  States  in  the  manner  described  is 
the  doeutnents  from  which  I  have  read. 

1  hare  recently  cenreraed  with  ■  distinguished  Bt^ 
ber  of  tbe  other  House,  from  tbe  West,  who  pssied 
through  Wisconsin  during  ihe  last  summer,  and  be  in- 
forms me  that  the  path  leading  through  the  public  hnot 
ws>,  for  a  large  portion  of  the  way,  skirted  by  a  futr^ 
or  two  of  the  plough,  which  turned  off  at  intervsh,  awJ 
entered  the  prairies  or  the  openings.  On  inquiry,  be 
found  that  this  was  tbe  proof  of  occupancy  ana  po$tt*- 
aion.  Those  who  had  done  this  considered  tbeauclTci 
as  having  establisbed  pre*emptlon  rights  to  alt  efwkoeu 
by  the  fiirrows.  Some  went  round  a  thousand,  so»e 
more,  and  some  less,  acres,  and  some  marked  ov^'" 
this  way,  many  lots.  Almost  all  the  choice  land  btd 
been  thus  seized,  in  anticipation  of  the  passage  of  tb'n  or 
some  pre-emption  act.  He  added,  that  when  one  crosij 
ed  the  furrov  of  another,  this  was  called  jampiagt 
then  a  fight  with  deadly  weapons  ensued. 

1  have  seen  also  a  letter,  giving  sn  account  of  a  lr«g 
made  in  Wisconsin  the  last  summer  with  tbe  lowa%  aw 
lived  on  the  Iowa  river,  west  of  the  lJii»ssiM)i.  Tb* 
lands  upon  this  stream  are  represented  to  be  of  cxtrtw- 
dinary  fertility;  and,  af*er  the  general  terms  of  'be 
ly  were  agreed  upon,  the  commissioners  proposed  tnit 
a  stipulation  for  a  speedy  removal  of  the  *?rj| 
surrender  of  the  territory  diotri^  be  imuted'  "'"*? 
this  proposition  iruthOtwp^^tei^aHlMJ^lS,  the  wn- 
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ter,  »bo  WM  preient,  declares  there  was  among  tliem 
a  general  Uugh,  whicli  was  viewed  as  a  singular  cum- 
mcfit  upon  a  grave  proposition,  and  an  exptunation  was 
requested.  They  instantly  replied  that  the  proposition 
for  auch  jiD  article  waa  abaun),  and  wholly  unnecessary, 
as  they  bad  no  poiaesaion.  Tbey  affirmed,  what  was  as- 
certained to  be  truf,  that  before  tbey  assembled  to  make 
the  treaty,  the  pre-emptioners  bad  begun  lo  run  their 
plougha  round  the  landt  and  no  sooner  had  their  agree* 
raent  to  negotiate  been  made  public,  than  the  whites  be- 
gan to  Uke  possession  of  their  cabins,  and  they  did  not 
doubt  they  were  now  occupying  every  one  of  them. 
The  author  of  this  letter  is  a  gentleman,  well  known  as 
a  respectable  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  now  said  enough  to  show  what  ia  the  general 
character  of  pre-emption  rights — that  they  fill  the  minds 
of  sharpers  with  golden  dreams,  and  that  the  poor  ate 
the  lasi  class  of  people  who  are  to  be  benefited  by  tbem. 

Ifthis  bill  passes,  tbe  public  lands  are  gone,  irneclaim- 
ably  gonei  for  such  will  be  the  rush  upon  them,  and 
Mich  tbe  reliance  upon  future  legislation  of  this  charac- 
ter, that  thi*  Gorernment  can  never  reassert  its  author- 
ity. 1  have  heard  that  the  number  of  persons  watting 
on  the  public  doniain  for  thia  liw  may  be  estimated  at 
50,000|  whether  it  be  more  or  less  is  not  material,  for  it 
is  known  lo  be  great.  When  we  hear  that  the  Govern- 
ment itself  of  Wisconsin  is  of  this  chia*,  we  can  have  lit- 
tle doubt  of  (he  cliaracter  of  the  population.  Now,  sir,  I 
again  ask,  what  necessity  is  there  fur  such  a  partial,  un- 
juat  measure?  Why  Uiuuld  »e  in  this  manner  waste  the 
pubVic  treasure,  and  corrupt  the  morals  of  tbe  citizens? 
Why  should  we  do  injustice  to  the  «ho1e  countr},  by 
lowering  the  value  of  real  esiatef  Are  not  the  Und- 
bolilers,  the  farmers  of  the  old  Stales,  to  be  regard- 
ed^ Tou  cannot  change  the  price  of  the  public  lands 
without  its  being  felt  by  a  correspondent  change  in  the 
value  of  real  estate  from  Maine  to  the  farthest  West. 
It  seems  to  be  thought  here  that  the  farmers  of  the  old 
States  have  no  right  to  open  their  mouthi>,  if  you  legis- 
late away  half  the  value  of  th~eir  estates,  which  have 
been  acquired  by  long,  patient,  and  laborious  industry. 
They  may  be  Uft  to  take  care  of  themselves,  or  lo 
abandon  their  homes,  and  scramble  for  a  share  of  the 
public  property)  for  they  seem  tu  attract  little  of  the 
sympathy  that  is  so  liherslly  extended  to  those  who 
grasp  at  the  alluring  booty.  Are  not  Ibe  rights  of  the 
farmers  of  the  older  portions  of  ihe  new  States  to  be  re- 
garded <  They  have  bought  «nd  paid  for  their  lands  to 
the  United  States.  Can  it  be  jnst  to  them  lo  give  awa^ 
adjoining  lotaf  foa  indirectly  acknowledge  that  it 
would  Doti  for  yoD  bribe  lucti  persons,  by  allowing 
tbem  to  enlarge  their  farms  to  very  extraordinary  dimen- 
sions. But  why  are  we  urged  to  pass  a  law  thus  full  of 
injustice? 

Tbe  great  and  leading  argument  is,  (hat  the  Treasu- 
ry is  too  full  of  money,  and  it  ia  better  to  annihilate  a 
Murce  of  vast  revenue,  than  tu  posseu  the  money.  Bet- 
ter to  throw  away  public  property  than  lo  keep  it! 
Belter  to  give  it  to  •  few,  than  that  the  great  whole 
should  have  the  benefit  of  tl!  Sir,  >ou  may  talk  of  the 
|H)or;  of  the  necessity  of  settling  t[^e  public  landst  of  the 
gallaniry  of  the  ptoneers(  of  their  tuffering!',  their  re- 
tpeciability,  and  whatever  elae  the  human  mind  may  in- 
vent in  its  pioneiiess  lo  fiction:  but  ycu  can  never  recon- 
cile the  people  to  such  an  argumei.t.  You  csn  never 
satisfy  them  that  it  ia  belter  to  waste  the  public  treasure 
than  to  apply  it  to  public  uses;  that  it  is  better  and  more 
ju»t  to  pamper  a  few  with  it,  than  to  let  the  whole  feet 
ihe  blessings  which  a  Government  may  secure  by  an  ad- 
ministration for  the  benefit  of  all. 

If  there  should  be  a  surplus  of  rtvenue,  (which  ilie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  denies,  and  which  the  com- 
miltee  that  report  this  bill  deny,  for  iliey  have  recom- 
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mended  ihe  rejection  of  Ihe  bill  to  renew  the  deposile 
Kith  the  States,)  why  should  it  not  follow  Ihe  surplus  of 
last  year'    Is  not  thia  better  than  tu  cast  it  into  the  sea' 

But  there  is  still  a  wiser  and  a  better  measure — one  that 
at  all  timea  has  strongly  recommended  itsell  to  the  con* 
aideration  of  the  country:  I  mean  the  bill  which  has  re* 
peatedly  passed  both  Houses  by  a  large  majority,  and 
has  met  with  an  insurmountable  obstucte  in  the  veto  of 
the  Eiecutive— the  land  bill.  This  act  provided  for  the 
distribution  of  the  avails  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  States,  upon  just  and  equitable  principles,  tu 
aid  them  in  their  great  cause  of  education  and  inter- 
nal improvements.  It  waa  in  conformity  with  the  terms 
of  the  cession  of  those  landai  for  ihey  were  given  to  tbe 
Slates,  and  not  to  the -United  States. 

And,  air,  if  this  salutary  measure  had  been  adopted, 
what  signal  blessings  would  it  have  conferred  upon  the 
States?  Who  does  not  see  that  it  was  every  where  need- 
ed, and  that  the  hearts  of  the  people  would  have  been 
gladdened  in  all  the  country,  by  such  a  just  distribution 
of  a  treasure  acquired  by  the  common  blood  and  sacri- 
fices of  the  American  people?  A  mure  munifleentj  wise, 
and  just  act,  was  never  devised  within  these  chambers. 
This  money  would  have  been  applied  by  the  Statea  to 
lighten  the  burdens  and  to  increase  the  happiness  of  the 
people.  I  know  of  nothing  in  which  Ihe  poor  are  mors 
emphatically  blessed  than  in  enlarged  means  of  educa- 
tion, or  in  which  the  whole  people  are  more  clearly  ben- 
efited than  in  the  extension  of  internal  improvements, 
wtiicb  bring  the  products  of  labor  by  cheap  and  easy 
means  to  tlw  mtrkets  of  the  country. 

Such  was  the  general  dea<gn  of  this  beneficent  aoli  and 
while  I  lament  that  any  causes  bhould  have  arrested  Its 
progress,  I  do  not  deipair  of  yet  seeing  a  returning  sense 
and  more  just  regard  to  public  rights  in  this  matter. 

Can  any  one  fur  a  moment  hesitate  between  the  land 
bill  and  tlio  act  before  us?  Tl>ey  both  relate  to  the  pub- 
lic property:  tbe  one  propoatB  to  dtspobe  of  it  for  the 
public  and  general  goodj  the  other  lo  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  a  few  clamorous  individuals,  mo&t  of  whom  are 
greedy  speculators;  the  one  to  enlighten  the  public  mind 
and  to  promote  tbe  public  convenience,  the  other  to  cre- 
ate an  odious  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  while  the 
great  public  is  excluded  from  all  participation  in  its  own 
proper'yi  the  one  to  case  the  Treasury  of  its  burdens,  by 
returning  to  the  people,  what  is  llieir  own,  tbe  other  to 
build  up  a  claM  of  favored  individuals  at  the  expense  of 
tlie  people.  1'he  one  creates  a  sectional,  undisguised 
monopoly,  not  of  privileges  alune,  but  by  taking  what 
belongs  to  us  of  the  old  States,  as  well  as  to  those  of  the 
new,  and  giving  It  to  others.  Can  there,  ought  there  to 
be  a  moment's  hesitation  in  choosing  between  these  meaa- 
ures?  If  the  Treasury  is  loo  full,  (which  your  Secretary 
in  his  report  and  estimates  denies,)  shall  the  people  have 
their  own,  or  shall  a  favored  few  be  pampered  with  tt? 

Have  we  reached  a  crisis  which  demands  Ihe  absolute 
sacrifice  of  the  public  landa?  What  would  be  thought 
of  an  individual  so  prufiigate  as  to  commit  bis  property 
to  destruction?  It  would  be  deemed  a  sin  so  gross  as  lo 
provoke  tbe  displeasure  of  Heaven.  And  we  need  not 
be  surprised  if  we  soon  reach  a  period  when  the  people 
will  loui(  back  with  incredulity  upon  this  era,  in  which 
we  are  puzaling  ourselves  to  devise  ways  to  get  rid  of 
the  revenue.  They  will  be  amazed  that  so  little  wisdom 
existed  here  as  not  to  apply  any  surplus  that  possibly  can 
exist  to  great  and  useful  purposes!  but,  above  all,  tbey' 
will  credit  no  man  with  bincerity  who  argues  that  It  is 
necessary  to  sacrifice  the  public  property ;  for  you  can- 
not persuade  men  i hat  their  cnndition  is  above  amend- 
ment; that  tbey  need  nothing  moret  that  public  money 
cannot  yet  be  expended  so  as  to  promote  their  happineas. 

Dot  if,  fruni  political  prejudice  or  any  other  cause, 
the  bnd  bill  is  objectionable,  sLll  we  may  f^^tly  reduce 
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be  revenue  williout  throwing  tlie  public  property  over 
botrd.  Why  not  limit  or  itop  the  raleiof  the  public 
landif  Why  not  offer  a  limiled  portion  of  tHote  which 
have  been  surveyed*  inalead  of  exciting  the  cupidity  of 
the  greedy,  by  offering  a  choice  or  the  whole  domain^ 
There  surely  can  be  no  difficuliy  in  reducing  the  reve- 
nue from  public  Und,  if  ii  is  necessary.  Small  financial 
talent  can  bring  that  about,  and  leave  the  public  prop- 
erty to  meet  uiture  emergenciet.  The  Treasury  can 
never  be  so  plethoric  «■  to  require  blood-letting. 

But  another  matter  has  been  pressed  with  cxtraordi- 
nai7  zeal,  and,  I  fear,  more  for  effect  tlian  any  otiier 
purpose. 

This  chamber  has  laterally  resounded,  ever  since  the 
opening  of  the  session,  with  denunciiitinni  of  speculators 
in  lands.  The  pre-emption  Uw  of  1830,  I  have  shown, 
disguiaed  and  gave  cfTfcl  to  the  moat  disgusting,  injuri- 
ous frauds  amoi^  speculators  that  have  ever  been  per- 
petrated, and  ihi&  bill  opens  a  passage  a  thouiaad  times* 
wider  and  asfer  for  the  workers  of  iniquity.  I  have, 
therefore,  been  greatly  surprised  that  ihose  who  de- 
nounce speculators  should  be  foimd  among  theadvoeatts 
of  this  measure.  X^t  those  who  have  defrauded  the 
poor  Indians,  and  through  them  plundered  the  United 
Slates,  answer  fur  their  fEfoss  misconduct.  No  denun- 
ciations for  them  can  be  too  bravy,  no  punishment  too 
■eve  re. 

But  what  have  those  persons  done  who,  for  the  most 
part,  have  purcliased  the  public  lands,  and  paid  this 
troublesome  revenue  into  the  Treasury?  Just  what  the 
United  Slates  have  invited  them  to  do.  We  have  a  law 
of  long  standing,  which  requifes,  arter  the  public  landa 
have  been  surveyed,  that  they  shall  first  be  offered  at 
public  auction,  and  those  which  will  sell  at  more  than  a 
dollar  and  a  quarter  shall  be  thus  disposed  of.  It  fur- 
ther providea  that,  whatever  rem:'ins  of  the  quantity 
thus  offered,  any  person  may  enter  in  any  quantity  not 
lets  than  one  eighth  of  a  aeetion,  and  become  the  owner 
by  psying  the  price  into  the  land  office  of  the  district 
where  the  land  lies.  All  persons  are  alike  invited,  both 
to  attend  the  sales  and  to  muke  entries  of  what  remains. 
The  great  body  of  the  public  lands  have  been  cold  under 
the  provisions  of  this  law,  and  the  purchasers  have  dune 
precisely  what  we  have  in\ited  them  by  law  In  do,  and 
preciaeqr  what  all  honest  purchasers  before  them  have 
done.  You  offered  your  land  on  jour  own  te'rm«,  and 
they  have  paid  all  you  demanded.  This  is  the  extent  of 
their  offencei  and  does  it  become  itf,  while  ihut  law 
stands  on  the  statute  bookr,  and  wiiile  the  public  offices 
are  kept  open  under  public  authority  from  Congress,  to 
stigmatize  those  who  give  us  just  what  we  a&k— who 
deal  openly,  fairly,  and  honestly  ?  If  yiiu  have  too  many 
purcbaaers,  if  the  land  is  too  rapidly  taken  up,  then  alter 
your  lawt  change  your  terms,  instead  of  denouncing  the 
puicfaaaert.  Yon  can  make  terms  that  will  put  a  stop  to 
the  ailea.  It  ill  becomes  us  lo  spend  our  breath  in  scold- 
iig  about  thoae  who  have  done  nothing  but  comply  with 
our  terms,  nothing  but  to  cunfurm  to  the  laws  made  here. 

It  IB  further  urged  that  the  public  lands  have  excited 
a  disposition  to  ipecnlalion  and  trade  which  ought  to  be 
•uppressrd,  because  it  is  injurious  to  the  country.  Thdt 
an  extraordinary  spirit  of  trade  and  speculation  is  ahruad 
admits  of  no  doubt)  and  that  ita  enda  will  not  conlribule 
to  the  general  prosperity  is  perhaps  equally  certain;  but 
I  cannot  agree  that  the  public  tanda  have  been  the  exci- 
ting cause.    Nothing  teems  to  me  more  unfounded. 

The  origin  Of  this  ktate  of  things  may  be  found  in  the 
attempts  of  the  Executive  to  regulate  the  currency  of  ihe 
country.  These  attempts,  all  agree  now,  have  been  fu- 
tile and  positively  tnjurioust  and  so  will  all  attempts  to 
regulate  apecuhiiion  prove.  Every  one  thinks  he  can 
clearly  aee  proofs  of  over-trading  in  others]  but  there 
■re  few,  1  believe,  who  do  not  entetUin  the  op'nion  lhat 


their  own  affairs  sre  judiciously  conducted.  .I  hcy  need 
no  regubUon  themselvnt  indeed,  they  are  wttfing  Is 
submit  to  nonet  for  that  it  a  matter  that  belonits  txcla- 
sively  to  their  private  Judgment ;  but  their  nelgbbon  nsy 
with  propriety  be  regulated.  The  Executive  msypal 
his  hand  upon  them,  because  they  buy  or  sell  a  little  too 
much.  It  is  a  kind  of  indefinable  public  injury,  sbidi 
may  be  corrected  by  the  interference  of  executive  pw- 
er(  and  there  is  no  harm  in  applying  a  regulator  lo  the 
judgment  of  others.  To  ourselves  it  is  not  neceiW7,aB 
our  opinions  are  as  good  as  the  King*i.  But  1  tud  ipfc- 
ulalion  did  not  find  lU  origin  in  the  public  landi^  but  ii 
the  removal  of  the  deposites.  That  extraordina^  meti- 
urc  gave  the  death-blow  to  the  Bank  of  the  Unilrd  Stste^ 
and  etlabtished  the  belief  (hat  such  a  bank  hrmfter  wu 
to  be  dispensed  with.  What  a  boat  of  banks  hive  tuen 
upon  its  ruins!  What  a  aea  of  paper  has  inuiidiled  the 
country,  under  pretrnce  of  suppressing  bank  iiolei!  Is 
1830,  the  bank  capital  in  the  United  States  wisestiwa- 
ted  at  9145,193,268t  «nd  it  is  now  believed  lo  belittle, 
if  any.  abort  of  |4l>0,000,000.  Btnka  have  been  every 
where  created,  with  an  amount  of  capital  lhat  would 
have  startled  the  public  mind  before  this  war  bepn. 
Where  is  the  boasted  hard-money  currency?  Whoiew 
it'  Who  feels  it?  It  jingles  in  the  pres*,  and  nowbrre 
else.  But  what  has  been  the  effect  of  this  remtrkible 
creation  of  banks'  It  has  everj-  where  greatly  added  W 
the  amount  of  circulation.  The  very  evil  complaineo  of 
exiala  in  a  vastly  moie  efficient  and  all-pervading  chanc- 
ier. Wherever  new  banks  have  been  created,  there 
hopes  have  been  excited  that  money  could  be  reached, 
and  there  these  hopes  have  begot  Ibe  spirit  of  specub- 
linn.  A  new  batch  of  bills  was  to  be  thrown  out,  and 
those  who  would  add  to  their  masa  of  wealth,  and  ihoie 
who  would  mend  bioken  fortunes,  or  amass  riches  by  wo. 
den  acquiaitions,  seised  these  ppporlunities  lolsyhdo 
of  the  means.  The  success  of  one  has  sliroalaled  aiwib- 
er,  uniil  the  contagion  has  spread,  with  the  spread  of 
bank^  over  the  land.  This  syatem,  1  fear,  has  grown  lo 
be  an  alarming  evili  and  whenever  distress  and  luffensf 
shall  overtake' ua^  as  it  bids  fair  to  do  speedily,  then  will 
the  eyes  of  the  public  be  turned  to  this  place  for  rewi. 
and  the  juBt  power  of  the  States,  instead  of  being  reipecl- 
ed,  will  be  trampled  under  foot.  Pennsylvania,  demcH 
cralic  Pennaylvania,  has  already  apptalea  lo  tb"  fowtt 
to  rid  her  of  her  State  banks. 

Let  not  the  publ  c  Urds  be  charged  with  exciting  tW 
gambling  spirit.  The  only  reason  why  you  sell  the  pub* 
11c  lands  if,  because  they  are  supposed  to  be  clieapi*^ 
if  you  think  them  so,  it  is  easy  to  ask  more.  t*i  'he 
currency  alnnet  place  your  eitrptua  money  with  jw 
States,  instead  of  piling  it  up  in  your  pet  ba»k%  "P*" 
it  rises  above  their  capital,  and  the  people  will  sooa  wsrn 
how  to  do  buaineas,  and  you  will  find  little  cause  to  eo»- 
plain  of  speculation)  but  so  long  aa  you  undertake  » 
regulate  it,  and  fit  that  regulation  to  suit  the  fo''""** 
and  wishes  of  favored  capitalihts,  so  long  you  will 
complainti',  and  just  ciimplainis,  of  the  partial  and  op- 
presiivc  Bctiun  of  this  Governtrent. 

But  with  what  force  can  those  who  censure  SP**")*,' 
lion  advocate  this  bill?  It  proposes  to  legaliae  the_W» 
atupendoua  speculatiuns  that  the  country  has  ever  witart- 
sed.  If  we  cannot  extricate  ourselves  from  the  pcttjr 
law  nf  18S0,  if  that  has  enlisted  an  army  of  50.000  ine« 
to  band  themselves  together  to  insist  on  pre-ei»pi»n 
rights  against  all  law  and  all  color  of  right,  wlial  nurobej 
do  you  think  this  hill  will  array  upon  the  f'*"!^'"'  ' 
lell  )ou,  sir,  that  the  whole  power  of  the  United  Ststo 
will  exert  itself  in  vain  against  the  current.  Ti""""  P"^ 
lie  domain  will  be  loBt(  instead  of  three  millions,  yo« 
bill  will  take  from  you  three  hundred  milKons.  J» 
temptation  is  sucb  as  never  addressed  itseUita  «>p«iV> 
and  the  BpeculBtoii.[l^|iae»lv)WdCr|^K^ 
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the  itronireKt  force  tn  mtke  violence  and  to  rei'tst  vio- 
Ifnee,  will  be  the  chief  pftrticipiton  in  the  plunder. 
He  who  can  raise  the  strongest  clan,  and  Saurish  the 
moat  knWeB,  will  arquire  the  grtatest  posseuions. 

The  bill  also  invites  ami  protects  fraud}  for  you  BU* 
(horize  a  person  to  enter  upon  his  two  MCtiofWi  lo  nuke 
his  culi'ivation,  and  to  hold  the  Und»  but  lie  Is  to  have  no 
title  for  five  years.  Whoever,  therefore,  chooses  to  de- 
fraud his  creditors,  may  salt  his  money  down  in  these 
tandi,  and  it  will  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  law;  fur  the 
title  will  be  in  the  United  States,  while  (he  actual  pos^ 
session  and  full  enjoyment  wiH  be  in  the  pre-emptioner. 
This  will  be  one  of  the  most  convenient  mwles  ever  de- 
vised of  abstracting  property  from  the  reach  of  cred- 
iton. 

But  there  is  another  reason  more  extraordinary  than 
any  to  which  I  have  hitherto  adverted,  i  commend  the 
frankness  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  U£5T0n] 
when  he  ssys  earnestly,  and  too  emphatically  to  be  mis- 
understood, it  is  lime  the  federal  title  to  the  public  lands 
wu  extinguishedt  the  time  is  coming  when  we  will  have 
them.  These  are  plain  drclaralions — <*  we  will  have 
them."  The  old  States,  then,  are  to  have  no  part  or  lot 
in  the  public  bnda.  Tbechlldren  hoM  tbemielres  justi- 
fied in  'seizing  the  estate,  in  robbing  the  ancestor  while 
alivei  and  those  who  propose  this  complain  of  all  who 
buy  land  at  the  leg^l  price  as  greedy  specutatoret  as  men 
preying  opon  the  public  prosperity,  and  enriching  them- 
■elvea  at  the  expense  of  (he  leltlera.  This  can  only 
mean  that  what  goes  into  the  public  Treasury  is  grudg> 
ed  to  it.  It  is  time  for  the  public  to  route  up  and  look 
lo  this  usurpation,  if  there  issucb  a  determination  abroad. 
It  is  time  for  the  old  States  to  awake  from  their  repose, 
and  see  that  their  inheritance  is  not  sold  for  a  mess  of 
pottage.  These  public  lands  afford  a  roostatluring  temp- 
tation to  those  who  seek  for  popular  favor,  and  (he  old 
States  may  rebl  assured  that  they  will  constitute  a  politt- 
<»I  capital  to  trade  upon,  and  lie  who  wilt  offer  them 
upon  the  most  favorable  terms  will  hope  for  most  popu- 
lar favor  in  the  West.  The  hails  of  Congress  have  1-jng 
furnished  ample  proof  of  this.  Sir,  I  hope  the  time  has 
not  come  when  the  people  are  to  be  purchased  by  lar- 
gessesi  when,  in  imitation  ftf  the  corrupt  days  of  Rome, 
favor  is  to  be  gained  by  a  distribution  of  corn  or  money. 
Tet,  from  the  signs  here,  I  have  long  feared  the  approach 
of  evil.  1  hope,  sir,  the  people  pisce  a  higher  value 
upon  public  liberty;  that  they  will  consent  to  be  the  fol- 
lowers of  no  one  who  does  not,  by  his  conduct  as  well 
as  sentiments,  show  his  respect  and  regard  for  ihe  insti- 
tutions  achieved  and  established  by  the  Revolution  of  in< 
dependence.  Men  that  can  be  bought  and  sold  by  petty 
hopes  of  pecuniary  advantage  are  unworthy  of  the  great 
public  blessings  they  inherit. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri,  I  agree,  understands  (he 
sentiments  of  bis  part  of  the  country  belter  than  1  do, 
for  be  has  long  been  a  sagacious  observer  of  public  opin- 
ion. It  is  enough  for  me  that  he  declares  the  purpose 
exists  to  assert  title  to  the  lands  in  the  new  States.  It  is 
enough  for  all  who  value  their  property  to  look  to  it 
with  Tigilancr,  when  one  of  bis  standing  and  influence 
declares  that  the  federal  title  shall  be  extinguished. 
The  new  Stater,  t  trust,  are  more  wise,  just,  and  patri- 
otic, tban  the  suggestion  would  imply. 

1  have,  sir,  (said  Mr.  U.,)  glanced  at  some  of  the  im- 
portant matters  connected  with  this  measure,  and  I  can- 
not view  it  in  any  aspect  in  which  it  presents  itself,  that  is 
not  pregnant  vttb  vidous  consequences;  and,  (hough  I 
fear  It  will  be  unavailing,  I  earnestly  hope  the  bill  may 
be  rejected. 

Hr.  TIPTON  said  lie  bad  hoped  that  the  bill  would 
have  been  brought  back  from  the  committee  in  some 
shape  in  which  ne  could  cbeerfulty  give  hia  vote  In  its 
farori  and  although  there  was  now  only  one  feature  of 


it  which  recnmmended  it  to  him,  (that  of  pre-emption,) 
he  should  stiil  vote  for  it.  Though  the  bill  would,  on  the 
whole,  be  of  little  benefit  to  Indiana,  yet  some  there 
would  be  eminently  benefited  by  the  revival  of  the  pre* 
emption  law.  Every  Senator  must  see  that  this  was  a 
great  national  object. 

Hr.  T.  regretted  extremely  that  a  bill  with  such  pro* 
visions  as  this  did  not  limit  the  sales  of  Ihe  public  lands  at 
all .  For  five  years  past,  (he  Senate  and  (he  country  bad 
been  much  agitated  in  relation  to  the  public  lands.  In 
regard  to  them,  three  measures  had  been  presenled. 
The  first  wsa  Mr.  Clat's  land  bill,  lo  which,  if  it  were 
possible  to  pass  it  in  connexion  with  the  pre-emption 
principle,  he  would  give  his  support.  The  second 
measure  was  the  one  proposed  by  Ur.  CiLaooit,  to  cede 
the  public  lands  to  Ihe  new  States  on  certain  conditi'ins, 
which  would  relieve  those  Slates  from  an  undue  subjec- 
tion to  (he  Federal  Government,  give  (hem  the  power 
to  (ax  the  lands,  and  enable  them  to  advance  more  rapid- 
ly in  improvement  and  prosperity.  Mr.  T.  did  not  be- 
lieve, with  Mr.  HuBBARn,  that  the  lime  had  not  arrived 
for  this  measure.  The  propi  r  time,  he  thought,  had  ar- 
rived, and  he  wished  the  bill  might  have  a  report  made 
upon  it  by  a  committee,  and  go  abroad  lo  the  country. 
The  third  measure  was  this  bill,  to  which  Hr.  T.  espe- 
cially objected,  bec!iuBe  it  was  limited  to  three  years. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  new  States  would  be  put 
iii  possession  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  EWING  spoke  in  decidt  d  opposition  to  it,  on  con- 
stitutional among  other  considerations. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  had  been  his  wish  and  intention,  in  the 
progress  of  Ibis  bill,  lo  express  bis  sentiments  at  large 
upon  tt|  and  he  would  now  do  to,  but  he  did  not  wish 
to  inflict  on  the  Senate  a  lung  speech.  He  would  say 
but  a  few  words. 

He  had  not  purchased,  he  said,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly one  acre  of  land  for  twenty  years  past,  with  the 
exception  of  a  quarter  section  to  complete  a  grazing 
farm  in  IllinoiEt  and  in  saying  this  he  did  not  imply  a  re- 
proach against  purchasers  of  the  public  lands.  If  indi- 
viduals evaded  Ihe  law,  or  made  use  of  oflicial  power  in 
such  purchases,  to  these  he  objected,  but  not  to  the  gen' 
eral  purchaser. 

Mr.  C.  recollected  three  different  epochs  at  which 
speculation  had  raged.  The  first  was  from  1793  to 
1796,  when  it  raged  throughout  the  country.  Among 
these  speculators  were  Morris,  and  Nicholson,  and  others, 
merchants  of  Virginia.  Beautiful  maps  were  made  out, 
dry  lands  a-ere  turned  into  meadows,  barrens  into  fruit- 
ful fields,  and  streams  were  found  where  they  were  nev- 
er found  before.  That  speculation  was  diaaslrous  to  all 
concerned.  In  1816,  af^er  the  late  war,  it  had  raged 
again.  Land  was  bought  in  Alabama  at  from  #40  to  $70 
per  acre.  This  general  speculation  was  also  moit  disas- 
troua,  and  many  of  the  speculators  had  got  relief  from 
the  Government,  by  a  reduction  of  36  per  cent,  on  tbeir 
purchases.  Most  of  the  speculators  suflTered.  Again 
the  spirit  arose  a  year  or  two  igo|  and  Mr.  C.  doubled 
not  that  the  crisis  of  the  disease  was  already  past,  and  if 
it  were  let  alone  it  would  remedy  itself.  Very  many 
purt^asera  would  be  great  sufferers,  as  in  1796  anci 
1818-'19.  The  evil  required  no  physician  to  arrest  its 
progress,  and  it  was  best  lo  leave  it  where  it  was. 

This  bill,  Mr.  C.  said,  had  been  founded  on  two  ideas: 
first  to  reduce  the  revenue,  and  then  to  suppress  specu- 
lation. If  Mr.  C's  views  were  correct,  speculation 
would  go  down  of  itself,  so  low  even  that  it  would  b« 
necessary  lo  stimulate  it,  and  the  revenue  would  Ml  to 
(he  ordinary  wants  of  the  Government.  I'here  would  not 
again  be  a  surplus  lo  require  legislation.  But  even  if  the 
public  lands  should  nett  twenty  or  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars  annually,  was  (his  bill  the  proper  remedy'  Some 
gentlemen  would  say  the  object  would  be  attained  by  in- 
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creastnr  the  price  of  the  land,  Rnd  thereby  reducing  (he 
Miett  mother  would  keep  Ihe  lands  out  of  the  market. 
Another  remedy  would  be  the  bill  which  Mr.  C-  hxd  had 
the  hnnor  uf  propotinf)^  so  orten,  and  which  had  met  ihe 
sanction  of  iliis  body.  By  adi'p(in(;  Ih's,  Congress 
would  execute  the  great  trust  reposed  inthem,  and  the 
States  would  be  more  benefited  by  it  than  by  ihe  pres- 
ent bill.  Mr.  C.  could  not  see  how  gentlemen  cuuld 
give  their  assent  to  thit  bill,  if  they  uw  the  conslilution- 
ftl  objections  as  he  did.  What  power  biid.  Congress 
thus  to  di!-puse  of  the  public  lands?  This  bill  supposed 
that  Government  had  some  power  over  tlie  land,  beyond 
and  arter  ils  disposition.  It  seemed  to  Mr.  C.  that 
when  they  had  sold  the  land  their  power  was  exhausted. 

But  again:  what  right  had  Cungresa  to  Irgislaie  on  the 
law  uf  contracts  wilhin  the  busom  of  the  Stales?  What 
relation  did  they  bear  to  the  land  within  the  States  F 
Nothing  more  nor  less  than  that  of  i  proprietor,  which 
drew  after  it  no  legislative  powers  whatever.  The 
properly  was  secured  in  the  new  States  by  compact,  so 
as  to  be  exempt  from  taxatiuh  by  the  Slatesi  but  when 
these  States  were  erected,  they  liad  otherwise  the  same 
power  over  it  as  the  old  States.  The  legislative  power 
of  Congress  over  the  territory  ceased  to  exist,  and  they 
had  no  power  to  declare  what  contncts  ahould  be  ralid 
or  not  valid. 

But  again:  the  constitution  of  the  United  Statea  de- 
clared that  the  judicial  power  created  by  this  Govern> 
ment  should  be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  and  such  inferior  courts  as  Congress  should  es- 
lablish.  Dut  by  this  bill  was  not  this  power  vested  in 
the  registers  snd  receivers  of  the  public  lands?  They 
were  to  examine  evidence  and  decide  on  the  rights 
of  property.  And,  further,  between  two  pre-emptiotiers 
they  were  to  decide  without  appeal,  without  trial  by 
jury,  williout  revisul.  Mr.  C.  would  agree  that  a  copy 
of  this  provision  was  to  be  found  in  another  act  of  Cun- 
.  great)  but  it  was  an  act  granting  military  bounties  in  con- 
sequence  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain.  And  the  tracts 
granted  by  these  laws  were  all  in  the  Territories,  over 
which  Congress  held  the  power  to  legislate. 

Again,  Hr.  C.  said,  this  law  provided  that  a  man  who 
■ttved  in  the  new  States,  snd  owned  a  tract  of  land,  should 
have  privileges  which  were  denied  to  eitizenti  in  the 
other  States.  That  was,  they  might  hold  pre-emption  to 
other  tracts  of  land,  totheentirequantilyuf  twosections 
allowed  by  the  bill.  What  right  had  Congress  to  create 
this  inequality?  What  right  had  they  to  give  one  who 
owned  a  farm  in  the  new  States  privileges  which  were 
not  given  to  one  who  owned  a  farm  in  the  old  States? 

Again:  this  bill  professed  to  be  a  settlement  Uw  to 
people  in  the  new  States.  Where  had  Congress  the 
Rulbority  to  act  on  this  principle.  The  Stales  had  the 
power,  but  had  Congress  any  such  power?  Mr.  C  called 
especially  on  the  State  Tights  men  to  vindicate  the  bill 
from  theae  charges  which  he  brought  against  it. 

Mr.  C.  saw  i  nsuperable  objections  to  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  of  affidavits.  Eich  settler  might  enter  eighteen 
different  tracts,  each  of  which  would  require  three  affi> 
davits,  making  fifty-four  for  each  atttkr.  All  these 
were  to  be  filed  by  the  registers  and  receivers,  ind  ex- 
amined by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Latid  Office. 
Could  any  estimate  be  made  of  the  aggregate  num- 
ber? Here  would  be  millions  on  millions  of  atfidaviti,  so 
that  algebra  itself  could  hardly  reach  the  amount.  The 
bill,  also,  was  founded  on  an  inference  of  the  security  of 
affidavits.  But  who  would  examine  them?  Nothing 
would  be  mure  unpopular  than  to  scrutinise  an  aflidavitt 
and  they  would  iherelore  amount  to  no  security. 

And  then,  as  to  speculators,  nothing  hsd  surprised  Mr. 
C.  so  much  an  to  hear  the  chairman  of  the  Land  Commit- 
tee contend  that  »  direct  effect  of  the  law  would  be  to 
beotfit  Bpecula'orsi  and  that  it  would  be  a  gieat  security 


to  the  free  sales.  To  have  much  land.in  the  market,  sod 
the  terms  easy,  secured  agunsl  speculation!  HoweovM 
the  speculator,  then,  enter  into  competition  with  iIm 
Culled  States?  In  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  Ihe 
article,  so  would  be  the  lowness  of  price.  Dut  if  the 
United  Stales  withdrew  the  lands,  or  placed  restrictiww 
on  the  sales,  the  lands  which  could  be  without  all 
would  sell  more  readily.  Security  against  spcculstion 
consisted  in  the  quantity  of  land  in  the  'market,  and  is 
exemption  from  restriction.  Mr-  C.  declared  that  if  be 
had  speculated,  he  would  hail  the  passage  of  this  law  St 
one  which  would  secure  to  him  «  furlune. 

Then,  as  to  the  pre-emption  clausei  it  was  not  correct 
that  pre-emptiun  was  the  subject  of  early  Irgislatioii. 
There  was  a  law  passed  in  1807,  which  was  in  force  t<II 
the  admission  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  the  I4ih  sec- 
tion of  which  provided,  that  if  any  person  should  make 
■  settlement  on  the  lunda  of  the  United  Statc^  within 
the  limits  of  Louisiana,  he  should  be  subject  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  $1,000,  or  to  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
twelve  montliBi  and  such  persons  were  lable  to  removil 
by  the  mihtary  forte  of  the  United  States.  Till  witWn 
a  few  years,  Mr.  C.  said,  tlie  laws  on  this  subject  wire 
rigcrous  enough,  Congress  designing  to  take  care  of  the 
property  for  the  hentfit  of  the  wbule  Union.  It  wu 
only  »ilbin  five  or  six  years  that  pre-emption  laws  were 
passed  at  all,  except  under  prculiar  circumstances.  But 
if  this  bill  should  pssf ,  Ur.  C.  said  he  would  not  give  ■ 
pinch  of  snufT  for  its  limitation  to  Dt  cember  1,  18o6. 
Pass  this  now,  and  another  snd  another  would  folio*, 
however  firm^  tlie  impression  might  now  be  madetbit 
this  was  the  end  of  pre-emption  forever.  It  would  still 
goon,  and  Sfttlersin  hordes  would  take  posseasionof 
the  public  land)  and  they  would  come  here  with  all  ibe 
power  they  could  extrt,  to  procure  the  passsge  of  pre- 
emption laws.  Pass  it,  and  such  laws  would  be  si  regu- 
lar as  the  general  sppropriation  bill. 

But  it  waa  asked,  why  refuse  pre-emptions?  Onlyi 
few  dollars  more,  it  was  said,  than  the  minimum  price 
was  on  the  average  obtained  st  the  fiee  sales.  But  Mr. 
C.  said  this  lowness  of  price  was  itself  owing  to  pre-emp- 
tion. But  if  it  were  not  so,  wan  it  not  fair  that  iheW 
should  be  no  other  than  free  sales?  Nu  one  had  a  jut 
right  to  complain.  But  when  motives  were  offered  ■ 
by  this  bill,  to  go  snd  seize  the  public  land*,  the  neces- 
sary efTect  was  dissatisfaction.  Members  here  represent* 
ed  the  whole,  pre-empt loners  and  othersi  but  tl»ose  abo 
carae  here  felt  that  they  must  take  care  of  pre  crepiiwi- 
ers,  since  one  good  turn  deserves  another,  pre-emption- 
ers  having  helped  them  to  office.  Mr.  C.  would  not 
reproach  Ihem;  their  motives  were  such  as  were  power 
fui  in  uuF  nature,  and  they  were  not  at  liberty  to  disre- 
gard them.  But  they  should  recollect  that  not  «U  ibcir 
constituents  were  pre-emptioners. 

Mr.  C.  believed,  therefore,  that  when  this  beginning 
should  reach  the  Rocky  Mountains,  every  security  to  tbe 
public  land  would  be  gone.  A  few  yearsago  suchgrsnts 
were  only  msde  in  forty-acre  Iracts,  and  even  theoong 
for  the  sake  of  completing  a  brroi  but  this  bill  V""" 
sweep  off  all  rcatrictions- 

The  bill  thus  exieniled  tbe  power  to  purchase,  vit"' 
drew  tbe  exemption  from  taxation  fur  five  y«ars  sflef 
salet  and  by  pre-emption  it  would  sweep  over  the  whw* 
country.  The  Senate  were  told  to  do  thus  nowt  but  m 
a  lew  years  there  would  be  more  Senators  from  new 
States,  and  they  wouM  then  uie  their  power  to  appropo- 
ate  to  themselves  the  entire  public  domain  of  the  cooBtrj. 

It  wss  with  the  deepest  regret  that  Mr.  C.  had  witwtf 
sed  these  proceedings.  It  was  the  duly  of  CongrtM 
to  vindicate  the  property  of  the  entire  Union,  f'O'!'*'?' 
porting  a  bill  by  which,  in  a  few  years,  the  publico* 
main  would  be  unknown  to  the^gi»lat'ionjof  Congre* 
Mr.  C.  hoped  th«  b^J^idSiil^fejCf^gl^ 
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vbere  eltr,  and  that  tlie  land  tystem  vould  remain  un- 
dianged  and  unafTected.  One  great  advaQtage  of  tbe 
^tlcm  bad  been  the  aecurity  of  titlct.  Would  they  iiot 
be  put  in  jeopardy  by  thii  bill,  ind  would  it  not  renew 
tbe  afflictive  acenca.  which  Mr<  C<  had  witnesaed  in  hia 
own  Stale?  And  it  would  drive  tbe  beat  orour  citizens 
to  find  refuge  in  the  new  country. 

The  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaiury  was  required  lo  mark 
those  lands  which  were  reservedt  but  auppoaing  he 
rtiould  not  do  lo,  be  incurred  no  penalty.  Here,  sgftin, 
there  w»b  danger  and  an  increase  of  risk,  instead  or  se- 
curity. In  these  remarks  Mr.  C.  aaid,  he  had  acted  un- 
der e  profound  lense  of  public  duty. 

The  queuion  being  at  length  obtained,  the  bill  was 
passed,  by  yeas  and  nsys,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Benton,  Klacfc,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mou- 
ton,  Nicholas,  Nites,  Norvell.  Page,  Parker,  Klves,  Robin- 
ion,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker,  Wright— a?. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bsyard,  Calhoun,  CIsy,  Clayton,  Crit. 
tenden,  Davi<,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Geurgia, 
Knigh',  HcKean,  Hurris,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Buggies, 
Sevier, Southard,  Spenc^,  Swift,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Web- 
ster, White— 23. 

The  title  was  amended  by  adding  the  words,  *'  and  fur 
other  purposes." 

Tbe  Senate  then  adjourned. 

FUDAr,  PtBBOABT  10. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  SWIFT  said  that  either  the  journal  of  yesterday's 
proeee<lingB,  «a  read  by  the  Secretary,  was  incorrect,  or 
teveml  Senators  had  voted  under  a  missp  prehension  of 
tbe  questibn  on  the  petition  presented  by  him  yesterday 
ID  relation  to  slavery  and  the  stave  trade  in  the  District. 

Ur.  CLAYTON  staled  that  he  had  understood  the 
question  to  be  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Swirr  lo  reHer  that 
portion  of  the  petition  which  related  to  the  regulation  of 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  (over  which  subject  he 
thought  Congress  had  power)  lo  the  Commitiee  tor  the 
Diitncti  and  he  had  therefore  voted  in  the  affirmiitive, 
because  he  regarded  that  trade  as  an  infamous  and  inhu- 
man IrafSc,  which  ought  to  be  abolished. 

The  CHAIBbaidibe  journal  was  correct;  and  that,  ob- 
jection having  been  made  to  the  petition,  the  question 
was  sioiply  and  ezclustvely  on  ita  reception. 

Ilr.  Clattos's  vote,  by  unanimous  consent,  was  then 
altered  from  the  sRirmative  to  the  negative. 

STEAM  BOILER  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  the  bill  authorizing  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  commiuion  of  three  persons  to  make  ex- 
periments on  inventions  to  prevent  the  explosion  of 
•team  boilers,  was  cunsidered;  the  blanks  filled  by  ap- 
propriating 96,000  fur  tl.e  expense  of  the  experiments, 
and  $300  each  for  tbe  pay  of  the  commissioners.  Amen^ 
ed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  by  appropriating 
95,000  additional  for  the  trial  of  tbe  •'  double  self-actiug 
safety  valve,"  on  the  Western  waters;  and,  logetber  with 
tbe  amendmenlB,  oidered  to  a  third  reading. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT. 

Ur.  GRUNDY,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  to 
vait  on  the  Hon.  HABTtir  Vax  Bvbkv,  and  inform  him 
that  he  has  been  elected  President  of  tbe  United  States, 
reported  that  they  had  performed  the  duly  assigned  to 
them,  and  had  received  for  answer  that  be  desired  to  ex- 
press^ the  grateful  sense  that  he  entertained  of  the  dis- 
tinguished honor  which  his  felluw-citisens  had  conferred 
on  him)  and  requested  them  to  assure  their  respective 
BotJics  that  they  might  rely  on  his  unceasing  endeavors 


lo  execute  tbe  responmble  trust  which  devolved  on  him, 
in  a  manner  most  conducive  to  the  public  interest. 

TREASURY  CIRCULAR. 

After  morning  business  hsd  been  disposed  of^  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  lo  the  considention  of  the  bill  to  desig* 
nate  and  limit  the  kttids  of  funds  receivable  fur  the  pub* 
lie  revenue. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  an'amendment  to  the  bill,  re- 
quiring the  registers  and  receivers  to  receive  the  same 
scrip  in  payment  for  the  public  lands  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  CLAY  remarked  that  tbe  bill  in  ita  present  form 
left  the  I'reaeury  order  unrescinf*ed,  the  subject  of  that 
order  being  still  wholly  in  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  He  had  an  amendment  therefore  to 
ofTtr,  which,  if  accepted  by  Mr.  Hvubabd  as  a  part  of 
his,  and  adopted  by  the  Senate,  would  reconcile  him  to 
the  bill.  This  amendment  decUred  that  it  was  not  law- 
ful for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry  lo  make  any  dii- 
)  crimination  in  the  funds  so  receivable  as  public  revenue- 
Mr.  HUBBARD  accepted  this  addition  to  his  amend- 
menli  which  amendment,  so  amended,  was  adopted  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  EWING  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pas- 
aage  of  the  hill;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  extracts  from  a  letter  which  he 
had  lately  received  from  Missnuri,  stating  that  all  parties 
there  were  now  in  favor  of  the  Treasury  order,  which  he 
accompanied  with  some  remarks;  and  afterwards  spoke 
for  some  lime  in  favor  of  >pecie  and  against  paper  money 
and  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  BLACK  said  that  in  Missiialppi  all  parlies  were 
now  united  in  condemnation  of  the  Treasui^  order;  and 
be  hsd  just  learned,  by  a  respectable  gazette,  that  reso- 
lutions condemning  that  order  h>d  just  been  introduced 
into  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  and  had  received  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  their 
favor. 

Mr.  EWING  remarked  that  llie  bill,  as  now  amended, 
was  nearly  nil  he  denred.  He  would  therefore  now  give 
it  his  hearty  concurrence. 

Messrs.  XILES,  BENTON,  and  WALKER,  partici- 
pated for  a  while  in  a  general  financial  discussion,  having 
an  especial  reference  to  banks,  paper  money,  and  the 
Treasury  order. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  had  been  very  anx-ous  to  ex. 
press  his  opinions  somewhat  at  large  upon  this  subject. 
He  put  no  faith  in  Ibis  measure  lo  arrest  the  duwnwurd 
course  of  tbe  couniry.  He  believed  the  state  of  the  cur- 
rency was  almost  incurably  bad,  so  that  it  was  vt- ry  doubt- 
ful whether  tbe  highest  skill  and  wisdom  could  restore  it 
to  soundness;  and  it  was  destined,  M  no  distant  time,  lo  un- 
dergo an  entire  revolution.  An  explosion  lie  conoidcred 
inevitable,  and  so  much  the  greater,  the  lonfrer  it  should 
be  delayed.  Mr.  C.  would  have  been  glad  to  go  over 
the  whole  stibjeoli  but  as  he  was  now  unprepared  to  as- 
sign  his  reasons  for  the  vole  which  he  might  give,  lie 
was  unwilling  lo  vote  at  all. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  by  the  following  vole; 

YxAS— Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clay,  C!sj-- 
ton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davia,  Ewing  of  Illi- 
nois, Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fuhon,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hub- 
bsrd,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
McKean,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Nilew,  Norvetl,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Prentiss, 'Fretton,  Rives,  Robhins,  Robinson,  Sc> 
vier.  Southard,  SwiR,  Tallmudge,  Tiplon,  Tomhnaon, 
Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  While— 41. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Linn,  Morris,  Rugglei^ 
Wright— 5. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  tbe  Senate  held  an  execu- 

live  session. 

When  the  doors  were  opened,  the  Senate  pfoseedcd 
to  tbe  consideration  of  tbe  bill  to  amend  t!.e  ^ 
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JUDICIARY  SYSTEM  OF  THE  UNITED* STATES. 

An  Rmendment  reported  from  the  commlllee,  tltering 
the  order  6t  ihe  several  nlrcu'its,  waa  adopted. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  ofTered  several  amendntenia,  one  of 
which  made  the  dialricls  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  lllinoii,  and 
Michif^n,  the  seventh  circuit,  and  others  made  the  num- 
ber or  terms  in  Ihe  new  Slates  and  Territorici  one  in. 
itcad  of  two  in  %  year. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  who  wMied  Tor  fur. 
ther  time  to  incorporate  his  amendments  with  the  bill, 
htvinK  failed  in  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the 
committee's  amendment^  with  which  his  were  designed 
to  be  connected,  the  action  on  the  bill  wai  luspendra  by 
unanimous  consent. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortificationf,  he. 
for  the  year  1837,  coming  up  in  its  order. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  Uy  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BBNl'ON  called  for  theyeasand  nays  on  this  mo- 
tion} which  were  ordered,  and  the  motion  negatived: 
Ayes  8,  noes  30. 

Ur.  BENTON  remarked  that  the  bill  was  precisely 
the  tame  which  had  passed  the  Senate  at  the  lust  session. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  remarked  on  the  great  importance 
of  the  bill,  and  wished  that  action  upon  it  might  not  be 
liasty. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  also  remarking  on  the  impropriety 
of  haste  on  such  a  measure,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  moved  an  adjoummenti  which 
was  negativedi   Yeas  13,  naya  31. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  laid  that  this  bill  was  so  unexpected, 
and  the  hour  so  late,  that  he  riiould  decline  makmg  the 
obiervations  which  he  intended  lo  make,  unless  further 
time  should  be  allowed.  He  modified  bis  motion,  to  as 
simply  to  Isy  the  bill  on  the  Ublet  which  motion  waa  neg. 
atired,  by  yeai  and  nays,  on  tlie  call  of  llr.  BENTON, 
as  follows: 

YiAB— Messrs.  IlUck,  Calhoun,  Cliy,  Clayton,  Crit- 
tenden, Bwing  of  Ohio,  King  of  Georgia,  Moore,  Preo- 
tii^  Robinson,  Southard,  SwiA,  White — 13. 

NAT^Meawa.  Bayard,  Denton,  Buchanan,  Dana, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  L<nn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Page,  Parker,  Sevier,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Walker, 
Wall,  Wright— 23. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  orJered 
to  a  third  reading,  without  a  division. 

The  Stnaie  then  adjourned. 

SATCRDir,  PebbuirtII. 

Mr.  GRUNDY,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  honorable  Ricuahd  H.  Jonaanwy  of  Kentuo< 
ky,  and  inform  him  that  he  had  been  elected  by  Ihe 
Senate  to  the  office  of  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  reported  that,  on  Saturday  last,  the;  had  perform- 
ed that  duty,  and  had  received  the  following  letter, 
which  they  were  requested  tu  present  to  the  Senate: 
7b  tht  Senate  of  the  Unittd  Statei: 

GaaTLiXEsr:  I  have  received,  with  no  ordinary  emo- 
tion*, the  notice,  through  your  committee,  of  my  elec- 
tion lo  the  office  of  Vice  President  oF  the  United  Stales 
by  the  Senate.  1  accept  the  station  assigned  me..  This 
token  of  regard  from  the  representatives  of  the'  States 
will  ever  be  held  in  grateful  recollection.  Permit  me 
to  tender  you  my  sincere  thankfi. 

Observing  tliat  your  decision  is  in  harmony  with  a  ma- 
jority of  the  Slates  and  a  moiety  of  all  Ihe  electors  in 
the  primary  colleges,  my  gratificat'on  is  heightened, 
from  the  conviction  that  the  Senate,  in  the  ezcrdse  of 


their  constitutional  prerogative,  concurred  with  and 
confirmed  the  wishes  both  of  the  Statei  and  the  people. 
Called,  in  virtue  of  this  preferment,  to  preside  in  the 
deliberations  of  your  enlightened  body,  from  and  after 
the  3d  of  March  next,  permit  me  to  make  use  of  Ait 
opportunity  toaaythat  t  cannot  feel  insensible  to  dill- 
culties  which  I  must  anticipate,  and  the  frequent  occi' 
lion  I  may  have  for  your  forbearance.  Though  for  thir- 
ty years  a  member  of  one  or  the  other  of  Ihe  two  HouKt 
of  Congress,  yet  I  have  never  been  accustomed  to  pre- 
side, even  temporarily,  over  either,  or  in  any  deliben* 
live  asaembly.  My  attention  has  generally  been  eayros. 
sed  by  the  more  inniediate  acts  of  legiaUticm,  without 
special  regard  to  the  ininutenesi  of  rules  snd  orden,  so 
neeeaiary  to' the  proftressof  business,  and  so  iioporlwit 
to  the  observance  of  the  presiding  officer. 

Contemplating  the  character  of  my  distinguiihcd  pred- 
ecessors, and  considering  my  deficiency  in  point  of  itl- 
ent,  and  the  want  of  experience  for  the  appropiialc  du- 
ties of  the  station,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  overcom 
entirely  the  diffidence  with  which  I  meet  this  call  of  ny 
fellow-citizeni.  But  this  reflection  will  always  conxfc 
me,  that  any  errors  on  my  part  will  affect  roe  pcnonsIlT 
rather  than  the  publict  the  intelligence  of  the  Senste  «ul 
guard  Ihe  country  from  any  injury  that  might  result  ftom 
the  imperfections  of  its  presiding  officer,  and  its  nttena- 
nimity  will  cover  these  imperfections  with  the  veil  of 
charily.  In  this  concluaiun,  I  find  a  warrant  in  conten- 
pUting  among  the  memben  of  your  body  so  muy 
frienda  with  whom  I  have  been  associated  in  public  life. 
It  Is  only  in  Ibe  event  of  an  equal  division  of  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  presiding  officer  is  called  upon  to  give  hit 
vote.  My  hope  is,  that  there  may  be  always  sufficient 
unanimity  to  prevent  such  a  contingency.  If,  horewr, 
it  should  happen,  this  duty  will  be  familiar  to  me,  aod  I 
ahatl  perform  it  without  embarrassment.  In  exerciuac 
this  power,  I  shall  expect  the  same  indulgence  that  I 
have  ever  extended  to  others,  where  ^ffercnees  of  opin* 
ion  existed. 

To  the  Senate  the  most  important  truals  are  commit* 
led.  Its  duties  are  leRislalive,  executive,  and,  in  eer- 
tain  contingencies,  judicial.  As  citizens,  every  brinen 
of  our  Government  is  dear  to  us*  but,  from  my  mm 
immediate  relation  to  this,  by  your  choice,  I  ahall  re* 
gard  it  with  special  interest.  It  stands  pre-eminent  u 
talent  and  character.  In  presiding  over  its  dtliberalwm 
it  ahall  be  my  effort  to  act  with  perfect  respect  snd  im- 
partiality towaids  every  member,  and  endeavor,  by  \w» 
course  of  conduct,  to  merit  Ihe  approbation  of  all* 

R.  M.  JOHOTOjr. 

Crrx  or  Wasbikbtox,  fJ^.  10,  1837. 

CESSION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  I.ANBS. 

The  bill  [Mr.  Caluoor'b]  to  cede  the  pubrichiifc"" 
certain  conditions,  to  the  new  Slates,  came  up  in  in  or* 
der  for  ft  second  reading.  , 

Mr.  HUBBARD  remarked  that  he  presumed  that  ■>1 
those  who  wished  to  be  heard  in  support  of  this  bill  wo 
enjoyed  the  opportunityi  and  he  would  at  once  m»« 
the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table,  in  ord«  » 
lest  Ihe  opinion  of  the  Senate  aa  lo  the  policy  of  tlw 
measure,  if  .he  did  not  consider  himself  called  upon  to 
make  some  few  general  observations  in  relation  to  wa 
sutgect.  He  intended,  however,  to  submit  that  w*'* 
before  he  resumed  his  seat.  And  he  would  now  proceed 
to  state  the  particular  reasons  which  will  induce  hio  to 
submit  the  motion.  He  cerUinly  could  not,  with  sDf 
truth,  be  charged  with  entertaining  any  feeling  un- 
friendly to  the  new  Stales.  He  was  thfir  friend.  He 
had  been  their  friendt  and  he  could  appeal  with  coaB- 
dence  to  Ihe  records  of  this  and  of  the  other  House,  ai 
evidence  of  the  tnith  of  Ihe  "fSftion.  H«lgd  su*awj- 
cd,  here  and  elsewhere,  every  Wiia«>»lM 
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culatrd  to  kdvance  their  interests,  unless  it  could  be 
inferred  (hat  he  hid  given  evidence  of  his  hostility  by 
opposing  t  general  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  public 
lindi,  wheresoever  they  mty  be  loosted.  Thii  be  bad 
done.  He  could  not  believe  that  such  a  course  was  ne- 
cessary to  the  interests  of  the  States  northwest  of  the 
(Ibio.  Certainly  such  a  course  could  not  be  just  to  the 
interests  of  the  old  States.  He  vrould  not  be  found  in 
oppowlion  even  to  the  application  of  the  graduation  prin- 
ciple, whenever  he  was  satisfied  that  any  portion  of  the 
public  domain  was  over-valued  at  #1  25  per  acre;  but, 
for  one,  he  entertained  no  doubt  that  a  very  large  por- 
tion ofthe  public  lands  liable  to  private  entry  was  not  only 
worth -the  minimum  price,  but  would  command  it  at  any 
time  in  market.  In  making  the  motion  which  he  de- 
signed to  muke,  he  wonid  assure  his  friends  from  the 
new  States  that  he  was  actuated  by  no  unkind  feeling  to 
them,  but  from  a  sense  of  public  duly.  The  course  of 
the  remarks'of  ihe  Senator  from  South  Carolina  would 
lead  any  one  to  suppose  that  he  had  brought  this  subject 
forward  out  of  pure  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  new 
Statesi  that  he  considered  there  was  existing  a  great  ine- 
quality in  privilege  between  the  new  and  the  old  States 
in  this  and  in  the  other  House  of  Congresst  that  there 
va«  a  degree  of  subserviency  on  the  part  of  the  new 
States^  want  of  independence;  and  that  this  bill,  if  it 
should  become  a  law,  would  give  to  the  new  States 
equal  rights — would  free  them  from  Ihe  thraldom  now  ' 
impoaed  upon  them*  and  place  them  on  a  footing  equally 
independent  with  their  sister  States.  Can  this  be  sof 
Where  is  the  evidence  of  this  inequality— of  this  em- 
barrassment on  the  part  of  the  new  Statesf  Where  is 
the  evidence  of  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  Ihe  old 
States  to  hold  the  new  States  in  check  ^  It  is  not  to  be 
found.  The  history  of  the  legislation  of  Congress,  from 
the  foundation  of  the  Government,  cannot  fail  to  fumitth 
evidence  of  an  unceasing  and  unfailing  devotedness 
among  the  representatives  of  the  old  States*  in  the  Sen- 
ate and  in  the  House  of  Bepresentatives,  to  Ihe  best  in- 
terests of  the  new  States.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
Mississippi  farlbeat  from  me,  [Mr.  Biack,]  and  the  hon- 
or»ble  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Lihr,]  have,  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  admitted  that  the  representa- 
tives from  the  old  had  not  only  been  just,  but  generous 
to  the  new  Slates.  The  fact  is  so)  and  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  is  mistaken*  if  he  supposes  that  the 
hueresisof  the  new  Slates  have  been  embarrassed  in 
the  slightest  degree  by  the  action  of  Congress  hereto- 
fore. The  reverse  is  the  fact.  Their  interests  have 
been  invariably  promoted,  even  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
rights^  in  some  measure,  ofthe  old  States  themselves. 

The  Senator  expresses  his  surprise  that  this  bill 
should  be  opposed  at  tbisstsgei  that  it  should  be  refused 
a  second  reading;  that  the  Senate  ahould  object  even  to 
Ha  printing.  He  was  not  aware  that  the  queation  of 
printing  had  been  made.  He  certainly  bad  no  objection 
to  have  the  bill  prinledt  but  he  was  opposed  to  its 
Mcond  reading!  because*  if  read  a  second  time,  it  would 
have  to  be  re^rred  to  a  committee*  and  would  be  open 
to  a  full  discussion. 

He  could  not  but  regret  that  the  Senator  had  intro- 
duced this  bill;  and  might  he  not  now  ask,  as  lie  had  on 
a  former  day,  why  has  he  done  this  at  this  late  period 
ofthe  session*  when  only  seventeen  working  days  could 
come  before'  this  Congress  must  terminate  its  labors? 
Why  hai  the  Senator  seen  fit,  at  this  time,  to  introduce 
this  subject  before  the  Senate  and  the  nation^ — certainly 
a  subject  of  higher  importance  than  any  oiher — a  subject 
more  immediately  affecting  the  interests  of  the  whole 
people  than  any  other.  The  Senator  himself  aays  that 
he  does  not  expect  that  the  bill  will  receive  any  definite 
legislation  during  Ihe  present  lesaion,  but  be  wislies  the 
biJI  referred,  and  •  report  ni|de.  He  wishes  the  subject 


debated.  He  considers  it  so  important  a  subject  that  it 
should  be  debated  at  large,  and  for  days,  before  any  re- 
port for  or  against  the  project  should  be  aent  forth  to 
the  people.  He  wai  entirely  opposed  to  any  such  pro- 
ceeding) and  if  there  was  a  public,  a  pressing  necessity 
for  the  measure*  if  it  was  founded  In  general  policy,  it 
is  somewhat  remarkable  that  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  did  not  at  the  commencement  of  the  aession 
bring  this  bill  forward,  when  there  would  have  been 
time  not  only  for  deliberation  but  for  action.  He  must 
object*  therefore,  most  strenuously,  to  any  further  pro- 
ceeding at  this  time  upon  this  subjecli  and  he  could  not 
but  feel  some  surprise  that  the  Senators  from  the  new 
States  are  among  those  who  are  urging  action  upon  this 
measure.  As  a  friend  ofthe  new  States— as  a  friend  of 
the  hill  which  has  ao  recently  passed  the  Senate,  and 
been  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  would 
say  that  no  further  action  ought  to  lake  place  upon  the 
measure  now  before  the  Senate.  It  occurred  to  him, 
and  mu»t  occur  to  every  Senator*  that  the  pendency  of 
this  bill  here  would  greatly  embarrass,  if  not  entirely 
defeat,  the  final  passsge  of  the  bill  to  which  he  bad  just 
referred.  Ttiere  certainly  could  be  no  occasion  for 
passing  that  bill,  if  there  is  to  be  a  favorable  action  upon 
this. 

The  bill  presented  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina proposes  to  cede  to  the  new  States,  on  certain 
terms,  all  the  unsold  lands  within  their  respective 
limits.  Should  this  become  a  law,  there  would  be  much 
propriety  in  permitting  Ihe  new  States  respectively,  to 
make  their  own  pre-emption  regulations*  for  the  benefit 
of  their  own  citizens.  There  cannot  be*  in  his  judg- 
ment, a  single  good  reason  assigned  for  the  passage  of 
the  bill  before  the  House  of  Representatives,  if  this  bill  is 
to  be  passed.  He  would  therefore  most  sincerely  advise 
the  Senators  from  the  new  States,  friendly  to  that  bill, 
not  to  urge  action  at  this  time  upon  this  bill)  such  a 
course  must  be  known  to  the  members  of  the  House  ■ 
of  Representatives,  and  must  prevent  action  upon  the 
bill  now  before  that  body.  lie  was  aware  that  some  of 
the  Senators  from  the  new  States  were  not  very  strongly 
in  favor  of  that  bill;  hut  it  was,  nevertheless,  regarded 
as  a  measure  for  the  ben^fil,  and,  in  his  judgment,  for 
the  exclusive  benefit,  of  the  new  States.  His  worthy 
friend,  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Lihit,]  had 
frankly  admitted,  what  he  believed  to  be  truth,  (hat  the 
bill  which  had  been  so  recently  passed  by  the  Senate 
was  a  most  advantageous  measure  to  the  new  States) 
that  they  had  no  reason  to  a.sk  for  or  to  expect  a  better 
bill)  and  whoever  will  carefully  examine  all  its  pro- 
visions must  concur  in  opinion,  most  fully,  with  the 
Senator  from  Missouri.  And  yet  Senators  from  the  new 
States,  before  that  bill  could  have  left  this  hall,  are 
found  advocating*  and  with  all  tlieir  power  and  influ- 
ence supponing,  the  bill  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  He  must  be  permiUed  to  say  that  such 
a  course  is  full  of  danger  to  the  bill  now  before  the 
House.  '  He  bod  not  a  single  doubt  that,  unleu  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate  ia  put  to  rest,  there  will  be  no 
further  action  upon  the  bill  now  before  the  House  of 
Representatives.  He  was  therefore,  as  the  friend  of 
that  bill*  which  had  been  so  fully  considered  by  the 
Senate,  and  which  bad  ao  long  engaged  the  attention 
and  the  time  of  the  Senators,  and  which  had  so  recently 
passed  this  body,  unwilling  lo  take  a  step  which  would 
embarrass  its  further  progress.  He  should  vote,  for  this 
reason,  to  Isy  the  bill  off'ered  by  tbe  Senator  Irom  South 
Carolina  on  the  table,  ss  lie  considers  such  a  course 
would  be  more  respeciful  than  to  deny  it  a  second 
reading. 

He  was  opposed  to  any  further  proceeding  upon  this 
bill,  because*  at  he  had  before  ttatfd^be  Dilbljc  and 
private  business  now  o^i^iHieettiteftdnUAifl^ilbsly  de- 
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mandi  til  ihe  conaideration  and  all  the  time  of  the  Srn- 
aie.  There  it  no  time  for  an  extended  discumon  upon 
thii  meawre.  Such  a  coune  would  be  moit  unjust  to 
the  public,  and  would  be  most  ruinous  to  individual,  to 
pririte  inlereila.  There  are  hardly  dsys  enough  re* 
msining'  of  this  Congress  to  give  to  the  public  business 
now  on  (he  docket  the  attention  and  consideration 
which  tliat  public  businfti  demands.  But,  in  addition 
to  this,  there  sre  also  individual  cUima  which  lisve  long 
been  before  the  Senate,  and  which  are'  of  the  |rreatest 
importance  to  the  pertons  concerned,  and  wbicb  it  would 
be  most  oppressive  and  unjust  to  postpone  for  the  sake 
ofa  mere  debate  upon  this  measure.  He  was  therefore 
opposed  to  furtlier  proeeedini*  on  (hts  ground.  But 
even  if  there  was  time,  he  would  object,  and  atrenuousiy 
object,  to  any  interference  with  the  public  domain  in 
the  way  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 
His  own  State  had  a  deep  interest  in  this  property;  it 
belonged  to  the  people  of  New  Hampshire,  in  common 
with  the  people  of  the  other  Slatea  and  Territories.  And 
who  has  asked  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  move 
in  this  affair?  He  would  not  agree  that  the  property  of 
his  people  should  be  ceded  away  without  meir  content. 
He  would  not  himself  take  such  a  step,  unasked  and  un* 
solicited,  and  he  should  protest  against  any  other  per- 
son taking  such  a  course.  The  history  of  the  Revolution 
will  show  full  well  what  had  been  done  by  his  native 
State  in  the  acquisition  of  (he  public  domaini  and  he 
never  could  or  would  lend  his  aid  in  the  disposal  oflbe 
public  lands  without  the  approval  and  without  direction 
of  his  people.  There  are  no  memorials  before  the  Sen- 
ate, even  from  the  new  Stales,  for  this  cession.  Those 
which  had  been  referred  to  would  be  found  to  ask  only 
for  particular  cessions,  and  for  special  purposes.  He 
would  not,  then,  move  further.  Knough  has  already 
been  done.  Hie  Senator  has  introduced  hia  bill]  it  has 
been  discussed.  The  bill  and  the  arguments  in  its  favor 
will  be  printed]  they  wilt  go  forth,  and  will  hare  the 
effect  of^  calling  the  public  mind  to  the  consideration  of 
the  subject)  and  there  he  would  leave  it,  and  wait  for 
the  expre-s^ion  of  the  will  of  tlie  American  people  in  re- 
lation to  (his  absorbing  tub^ect. 

The  Senator  from  Mississippi  says  thai  the  subject 
ought  to  be  debated,tlial  the  bill  ought  to  be  committed, 
and  that  reports  containing  arguments  for  and  sgainst 
the  measure  ought  to  be  sent  forth  to  the  penplei  and 
he  could  not  but  consider  it  disrespectful  to  Ihe  feelings 
ofthA  new  Stntes  to  deny  this  favor.  He  ceriaiidy, 
for  one,  meant  no  disrespect  to  the  feelings  of  the  new 
States,  and  j  et  he  could  not  yield  his  auent  to  Ihe  prop- 
osition, for  the  reason  which  he  had  assigned.  He 
was  utterly  opposed  to  a  report  going  forth  ti>  the  peo- 
ple, under  the  authority  of  the  Senate,  in  fuvnr  of  the 
measure.  Such  would  be  inevitably  the  case  if  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  further.  If  It  was  committed,  a  majority 
of  the  committee  would  be  the  friends  of  the  measure) 
the  report  would  be  the  report  of  that  msjority;  it  would 
go  furth  to  the  American  people  as  the  act  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  any  such  pro- 
ceeding would  be  or  ought  to  be  justified.  The  ques- 
tion involved  is  one  affecting  the  intereets  of  the  whole 
peoplet  and  nothing  would  do  more  to  prejudice  tlie 
veiy  measure  in  contemplation  titan  to  send  forth,  at  a 
time  I'.ke  the  present,  a  report,  as  the  act  of  the  Senate, 
Cdlculiiled  to  fureatall  pubLc  opinion. 

He  must,  therefore,  oppose  any  further  proceeding  of 
the  Senate  upon  this  measure.  He  viewed  it  as  calcula- 
ted (o  embarrass  the  bill  for  which  he  had  voted,  and 
which  had  been  so  recently  sent  to  the  other  House. 
He  considered  this  measure  uncalled  for;  ascutculated  to 
agitate  the  public  mind  in  a  way  aiul  manner  prejudicial 
to  the  eventual  success  of  any  auch  measure;  aa  atinding 
in  the  way  of  itl  the  pttbftc  and  prirate  buaineu  now  on 


the  calendar;  and  as  proposing  to  cede  the  property  of 
the  whole  people,  and  that  without  their  conteM  ar 
knowledge,  to  particular  Slates;  and,  in  truth,  rnmevcry 
view  which  he  bad  taken  of  this  auhjeei,  bis  mind  had 
been  brought  to  the  conclusion  that  this  movenenl  wu 
premature,  replete  with  evil  rather  tlian  good  to  the 
new  States,  and  that  it  ought  not  to  be  at  this  time  fu^ 
ther  discussed.  He  would,  therefore,  move  to  Isytbe 
bill  on  the  table,  and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Hr.  H.  afterwards  withdraw  his  motion,  at  the  reqtint 
of  Mr.  BtKTOK  and  Mr.  Tirroir. 

Hr.  NORVRLL  hoped  that  this  bill  would  be  pc^ 
mitled  to  take  the  usual  course.  It  appeared  to  Min 
that  a  measure  involving  so  many  importtnt  eonriden- 
tiiins  was  at  least  entitled  to  a  reference  and  cotuidm. 
tion  by  one  of  the  standing  committees. 

Mr.  WEOSTER  rose  and  said,  that  in  what  he htd  to 
say  on  this  subject  he  should  be  very  brief,  ai  it  WHto 
be  disposed  of  (bat  day.  He  had  gone  along  with  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  in  oppoMtion  to  the  bill 
which  had  juit  passed  ^the  Senate,  (the  land  bill,)snl 
which  lie  had  hoped  would  not  receive  the  sanction'of 
this  body.  In  (hit,  however,  he  had  been  disappointed; 
for  SI  far  as  the  sense  of  the  Senate  wss  concerned,  the 
bill  would  become  a  law. 

But  the  leading  motive,  it  would  appear,  which  hul 
induced  the  honorable  Senator  to  present  his  bill  at  (hit 
time,  waa  that  the  land  bill  had  passed,  boa-erer  nb* 
jeetionable  might  be  its  provisions.  With  the  geneni 
features  of  that  bill,  he  (Mr.  \V .)  had  very  great  fault 
to  find.  The  principal  feature  of  the  bill  wu  notbin; 
less  than  a  clear,  plain,  palpable  monopoly.  It  «ai  • 
bill  to  confer  a  benefit  upon  the  few  at  the  expense  of 
the  many.  The  bill  had  not,  as  yet,  become  a  lair. 
Conudering  the  small  msjority  by  which  it  passed,  con- 
sidering the  reluctance  with  which  many  gentlemen 
voted  for  it,  and  considering  that  the  feeling  bywhidi 
they  were  actuated  would  have  more  weight  ehewhert. 
it  waa  probable  that  the  bill  would  not  become  a  Isv. 
And  if  it  should,  it  was  to  be  in  operation  fortlitiuled 
time  only;  and,  iffound-not  to  meet  the  public  judgiMs'i 
Congress  would  be  cnlled  upon  to  do  something  whicfc 
would  be  better  calculated  to  give  general  satiafiiction. 

With  regard  to  the  present  proposition,  he  mwldwr 
there  were  only  one  or  two  lights  in  which  it  coold  be 
viewed.  The  object  waa  to  cede  the  lands  upon  certun 
terms,  and  to  divest  the  Government  of  all  control  o»ef 
them.  Now,  he  would  asK,  where  was  the  power  lo 
make  this  grant'  If  we  looked  upon  it  »s  s  cesnon  for 
the  benefit  of  the  States  in  which  the  lands  lie,  if  it  **< 
a  gratuitous  grant  in  any  degree,  where  was  the  P"*'' 
obtained  to  authoriie  Congress  to  give  awsy  the  poWc 
domain?  Welt,  the  answer  to  this  question  m^t  be, 
that  the  proposition  waa  not  to  make  a  gift  of  H,  ascer- 
tain returns  were  to  be  made  to  Congress  by  the  ae' 
States.  Now,  by  the  constitution  of  (be  country,  iw 
trust,  the  management,  the  disposition  of  the  public  liiwS 
was  conferred  on  Congress)  and  he  would  ask, 
possible  that  any  man  r^iuld  Oisintain  the  propwiw" 
(hat,  as  thev  were  placed  in  their  hands,  at  beloitfiog 
the  whole  people  of  the  United  States^  they  could  ttsns- 
fer  the  general  disposition  of  them* 

It  appeared  to  him  that  they  might  just  as  well  enle^ 
tain  this  propoMlion  as  one  to  farm  out  the  custom-bowe 
in  New  York  on  certain  terms.  Nor  did  be  '"'•'W  tMt 
Coiigreas  bad  any  more  authoiily  to  give  a*»y."* 
lands  than  the  proceeds  of  a  custom-house  on  V*^^~r 
Btipulationfc;  nor  could  they  surrender  the  control « "J 
any  more  than  they  could  assign  to  others  the  power" 
collecting  the  revenue  of  the  custotnJiouie  in  Boston,  w 
elsewhere.  He  saw,  therefore,  objeetiona  inpirmoiiifr 
able,  whelfaer  ihey  aasumed  ibe^sbipe  fffS^JJI 
ceuiun  or  %  trust.  Dlntie^er  wtJOiW^* 
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power  orconpren.  What  wuthe  reft)  duty  orcongrew? 
It  WM  to  muke  the  public  Undi  a  commun  Tund  for  ihe 
bcni-fil  of  the  whole  people  of  the  Union.  The  great  ob< 
jeet  wu  to  fell  it  wnaatlly.  And  while  it  wu  in  ■  state 
of  ovnenhipt  he  nad  kiwayi  held  that  Cnngreu  might 
make  it  more  ralutble  by  the  crMlioo  ot  roada.  canals 
and  other  improTcnoenta  of  thai  tort.  He  had  felt  no 
difficulty,  therefore,  in  nipporting  granta  to  accomplish 
tbeae  objects,  because  it  was  a  very  efficient  mode  of  in- 
cretMng  the  value  of  the  public  domain. 

The  duty  of  tbe  Goramment,  as  he  bad  just  remarked, 
VMtoA^oseof  ill  but  that  moat  be  done  in  tbe  aimplest 
and  moat  unembarrassed  forra.  And  whalaoever  em- 
barrasaed  the  title,  whatsoever  embarrused  the  con- 
ditKHia.  and  whataoerer  had  a  tendency  to  create  dis- 
aension,  in  regard  to  (he  purchase  of  lands  lying  within 
the  juHsdiction  of  the  new  States,  should  be  cautiously 
avoided.  Now,  the  Senate  had  heard  much  relative  to 
Ihe  thraldom  under  which  ihe  new  Statea  weret  of  tbcir 
being  subjected  to  snother  legislationi  of  the  condition 
of  indinduals  who  could  not  get  a  little  act  pasied  without 
coming  to  Congreas.  He  wl^ed  to  tay  that,  ao  far  as 
respects  the  equality  of  footing  upon  which  the  new 
Slates  stood  to  the  old,  he  saw  no  reason  to  impute  in- 
feriorily.  He  msinlained  that  nothing  had  been  done 
by  Congress  which  encroached  on  the  sovereign  p'>wer 
of  the  new  States.  The  Oenernl  Government  exercised 
no  legitlatioD  orer  tbe  hod  lying  in  a  SUte,  except  ao 
far  aa  that  SUte  had  agreed  to  it.  No  power  was  now 
exercised  by  the  Government  over  the  new  States  which 
had  not  been  exercised,  over  tbe  old. 

And  as  to  the  proposition  under  consideration,  suppo- 
Mng  that  Gnngreu  sold  the  public  lands  upon  a  lung  list 
of  conditions,  a  long  list  of  terms,  how  long  would  it  be 
before  the  new  States  would  come  here,  and  aik  for  a 
modification  of  tboae  terns?  Did  the  gentleman  ex- 
pect, by  any  syatem  of  this  kind,  to  aceompliah  perfect 
unanimity  of  feeling  and  harmony  between  the  new  and 
old  SUles?  He  (Mr.  W.)  saw  no  difference  of  feel- 
ing on  the  subject  existing  between  themt  and  if  there 
waa  any  difference,  why,  tie  thouglit  it  would  shuw  it- 
aelf.  Arguing  against  the  practicubiliiy  of  ceding  the 
lands,  he  observed  that  he  did  nut  mean  tu  say  ihat  the 
Hum  would  not  come  when  Conj^ress  should  sell  some  of 
tberestduary lands loaSutetand when  ihattimeeame,  it 
must  be  a  direct  sale,  in  hia  opinion,  and  not  a  convey- 
ance in  trust.  And  he  did  verily  believe  that  It  would 
by  no  means  promote  the  interests  of  tbe  new  States 
themselves  to  enter  upon  the  career  proposed;  and  he 
spoke  it  with  grrst  deference  to  honorable  Senators  who 
might  be  supposed  to  understand  their  own  interests 
better  than  he  could  possibly  do.  He  contended  that  it 
was  tbe  most  exciting,  embarrassing,  and  irritating  thing 
Ihat  couM  be  conceived  for  a  new  State— s  small  State, 
for  instance,  like  Hiefaigan— to  be  troubled  with  the 
management  of  a  vast  qtiantiiy  of  land. 

He  objected  to  the  bill,  not  only  on  constitutional 
grounds,  but  those  of  expediency  also.  He  entertained 
the  opinion  Ihat  any  system  of  selling  lands,  and  confining 
tbe  sales  to  actual  settlers,  brought  on  mischief,  an  inter- 
ference between  the  legislation  of  Congreas  and  the  States. 

With  respect  to  lands  in  the  hands  of  the  Guverament, 
there  was  no  objection  to  a  alow  and  reasonable  gradua- 
tion. He  did  not  mean  to  sny  that  all  land  must  be  of 
the  same  value.  The  lapse  of  time  would  raiae  its  value. 
The  principle  of  graduation  he  believed  of  no  impor- 
tance at  all  in  the  northwesiern  part  of  the  country — for 
it  might  be  said  there  was  no  land  which  could  not 
ahortly  realixe  tbe  value  fixed  by  Congress. 

As  to  the  taxinv  power,  he  confessed  that  he  had  no 
objection  tbA  lands,  tbe  Moment  they  riiould  pass  out  of 
the  bands  of  the  Govemment,  should  be  subject  to  taxa> 
tioo  by  the  respeetive  States  in  which  they  mey  lie. 

Vox.  xni.-^o 


Adverting  to  the  land  bill  Just  passed,  he  remarked 
that  nothing  but  the  pie-emplion  clause  saved  iltand 
that  the  ayatem  of  pre-emption,  lo  a  certain  extent,  had  a 
tendency  lo  demoralize  a  State.  Por  bis  own  part,  he 
WtKild  rather,  at  once,  than  grant  a  prospective  pre- 
emption, see  a  provision  inserted  in  the  bill,  that  whoso- 
ever shall  take  Ihe  character  of  a  settler  of  any  surveyed 
lands  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  dona< 
tion  of  eighty  acres  of  land.  Congress  had  the  power  of 
making  donations,  and  he  would  prefer  seeing  all  the 
pre-empiion  rights  turned  into  them;  for  making  dona- 
tions was  far  more  reasonable,  and  had  a  greater  ten- 
dency to  produce  moral  habits  and  good  order  among  so- 
ciety, than  any  pre-emption  system  thatcould  be  adopted. 

The  whole  foundation  of  the  present  proposition 
was,  that  there  was  not  sufficient  impartiality  and  care 
exercised,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  in  carry- 
ing on  the  land  system.  He,  however,  was  not  pre- 
pared to  surrender  it,  under  any  idea  that  it  could  not  be 
administered  as  it  had  been  hitherto.  He  concluded 
by  remarking  that  Congress  had  no  more  power  to  trans- 
fer a  trust  than  to  cede  the  public  lands.  He  hoped 
that  no  further  agitation  would  take  place  on  the  subjeet, 
ihe  country  being  unprepared  for  it.  Indeed,  he  knew 
ihe  proposition  would  strike  the  people  generally,  as  it 
did  him,  as  sudden,  unnecessary,  and  leading  lo  a  policy 
wliich  neither  Congress  nor  the  constitution  woiud  au> 
Ihorixe  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  in  rising,  had  no  idn  of  saying  any 
thing  in  regard  to  tbe  merits  of  the  bill  before  tliem.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  discuss  this  important  subject  then 
as  it  ought  to  be,  and  therefore  sliould  not  attempt  it;  but 
be  could  not  forbear  expressing  his  astonishment  that 
a  proposition  of  this  description,  and  one  too  in  which 
nine  of  the  sovereign  SUlea  of  this  Union  bad  so  deep 
an  interest,  should  not  t>e  deemed  worthy  of  the  ordinary 
reference  to  a  committee.  Thai  proposition,  said  Hr.  S.* 
in  which  you,  [referring  to  Hr.  Kirs,  of  Alabama,  Presi- 
dent pro  /em.]  and  I,  sir,  and  every  Western  man,  well 
know  is  so  interesting  to  the  section  of  country  we  rep- 
resent, is  lo  be  summarily  and  unceremoniously  dis- 
posed of,  without  a  hearing]  and  his  astonishment  at  this 
want  of  courtesy  was  somewhat  heightened  when  be  re- 
flected Ihat  they  had  refused  even  to  print  the  bill. 
What  was  in  this  bill?  Mr.  S.  asked.  Wasihere  treason 
in  itF  If  so,  publish  it  and  let  us  see  it.  Can  you  not 
give  this  bill  to  the  public,  to  let  them  look  at  it,  exam- 
ine it  for  themselves,  and  judge  of  its  contents.  The 
people,  said  Mr.  S.,  do  not  know  what  is  in  it,  what  we 
are  driving  at,  nor  what  the  measure  is  to  lead  to.  Pub- 
lish it,  then;  and  if  we  are  wrong,  if  our  propositions  are 
uncoflstitutiottal,  or  unjust,  or  inexpedient,  let  tbe  peo- 
ple see  Ihe  bill  and  find  it  out.  We  are  a  rational  peo- 
ple, aaid  Mr.  S.,  and  easy  to  be  convinced  by  presenting 
the  truth  lo  us. 

He  knew  how  totally  incompetent  be  was  to  combat 
with  the  Senator  from  Massachuaetts  on  constitutional 
points,  and  therefore  he  should  not  attempt  it|  but  aa 
tbe  gentleman  bad  contended  Ihat  Congreaa  could  not 
constitutionally  pass  this  bill,  he  would  read  a  clause  of 
the  constitution,  to  show  that  if  Congress  possessed  any 
power  at  all,  it  waa  over  tbe  public  lands.  Mr.  8.  then 
read  the  following: 

"Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  tbe  territory 
or  other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States." 

Could  any  thing  be  more  plain  than  this  clause?  He 
knew  that  the  Senator  from  Uaasachusetis  construed 
tbe  constitution  very  liberally,  and  therefore  Itwasim- 
posuble  for  him  to  imagine  how  the  gentleman  could  see 
any  constitutional  objections  lo  this  measure.  Tbe  bill 
provided  that  the  Sutes  should  nuvey  and  sell  these 
Isndf  precisely  as  the  Iffl^lfi^^OgieThfre 
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wa>  to  be  no  cimngr,  either  in  the  mode  of  surveying 
or  sp1!irg  tlie  luiids;  but  Cungress  wuuld  c^ase  (u  be  the 
local  Let^islalure  of  llie  rew  Stales,  ai'd  thus  £ave  s  great 
(lekl  (jr  iruuble,  boiji  to  ilst-lf  ami  tbcm.  The  Slates 
wouM  liavc  too  great  an  interest  in  the  prnper'y  ceJed 
to  the  m,  not  to  nutisge  it  witlicare  and  prudence.  They 
would  graduate  the  price  of  the  lands  only  when  it 
ought  to  be  done,  and  sell  only  in  propurlion  to  the  de- 
mands of  inereaiiiig  wtalih  and  pr.puUtion.  Both  these 
matters  would  be  regulated  by  the  pubhc  intrrest.  He 
was  gidd  to  hear  the  Senator  from  Massadui&eits  repeat 
the  doctrines  advanced  by  him  some  year^  ago,  on  the 
subjects  of  graduation  and  encouragement  lu  actual  set- 
tlers; and  he  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  gentleman's 
remarks  on  ihuse  points,  that  he,  fur  one,  would  vote  to 
nlitce  him  on  the  felt  ct  con'.miileo,  if  such  a  one,  as  he 
hoped  it  would  be,  should  be  appointed  to  ct  n^der  this 
bill,  in  order  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  cai  ry- 
ing  out  his  doctrines.  The  gentleman  said  that  he  did  ; 
nut  er.terlaiii  any  objeciions  to  the  making  of  donations 
of  lands  fo<'  scliuul  purpoiep,  or  to  a  road  or  canal  com- 
pany. Now,  where  waslhe  did'ereiice  between  making 
a  donation  to  a  canal  company  and  making  it  to  a  Slate.' 
In  both  cases  [t  was  a  donation,  and  Congress  possessed 
asmuch  the  riglit  tumake  it  in  the  oneu  the  other.  But 
lie  did  not  (Mr.  8.  said)  intend  to  discuss  this  suhjtcl 
now;  he  only  rose  to  express  the  hope  that  this  bill  might 
be  referred  to  a  committee,  and  reported  on.  When  it 
came  up,  on  its  merits,  he  should  be  prepared  to  discn&s 
ii(  at  present,  all  he  wanted  was  the  reference  and  print- 
ing of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WALKER  remaiked,  that  while  the  Senator  fr-  m 
ftiassachusettfl  was  found  on  a  formrr  occasion  advocating 
the  right  to  present  abolition  petitions,  and  desirouB  of 
having  an  elaborate  report  in  relation  to  them,  he  was 
found  on  this  ihruwinjt  every  embarrassment  in  ihe  wwy* 
to  defeat  the  important  iiittre^ts,  not  only  of  eight  or 
nine  SiateF,  hut  of  the  whole  cnTtderacy.  lie  [Mr. 
Wxistkb]  Bkked  Senatnia  to  pursue  a  cotiriiP,  in  the  pres- 
ent instance,  more  disiesptcrul  tiian  the  one  snggesied 
in  regard  to  the  abolition  pttitionj.  He  had  said  that  if 
the  public  mind  could  be  put  right  at  all,  it  would  be  by 
the  reports  of  commiltrefl.  Now,  he  wished  to  see  wheth- 
er a  majority  of  the  Senate  would  concur  in  the  opinion 
which  the  hnnomble  Senator  from  MaKsuchusetts  had 
expressed,  lie  wished  to  see  whether  Hiey  were  pre- 
pared by  their  voles  to  say  that  Senators  favorable  to  the 
proposition  ahould  nut  hare  the  poor  privilege  of  a  refer- 
ence to  a  committee,  in  order  that  they  might  have  a  re- 
port thereon. 

Why  should  this  proposition  be  treated  In  a  different 
manner  from  any  other?  He  had  heard  no  reason  for 
the  adoption  of  such  a  course,  and  he  thought  that  none 
could  be  given.  The  present  Chief  Magistrate  himself, 
in  1832,  had  recommended  a  cession  of  the  public  lands 
to  the  new  Stales.  Were  the  people  alafmcd'  Not  at 
•II.  One  of  the  ablcat  speeches  ever  delivered  by  the 
Frraident  elect  was  on  this  very  subject,  and  he  was  fa- 
vorable to  a  cession.  And  If  we  looked  back  to  the  de- 
bates of  1838,  then  some  of  the  most  distinguished  suns 
of  the  South  had  warmly  and  ardently,  although  respect- 
fully, advocated  a  cession  of  the  lands.  He  could  not 
think  that  the  public  mind  would  be  alarmed  at  the 
measure.  What  was  proposed  in  this  bill?  A  sale,  upon 
terms,  of  the  Unda  within  the  Statev  in  which  they  are  sit- 
uate. It  did  not  create  %  tmsteei  it  wu  an  absolute  aale— 
■  sale  for  ■  consideration. 

The  title  must  remain,  after  thii  bill  pasiedt  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  But  the  bill  contain- 
ed a  proposition  making  the  cession  upon  payment)  and 
he  could  nut  refrain  from  expressing  his  surprise  and  as- 
tonishment that  the  Senator  from  Massachusettn,  [Mr. 
WxBBTH,]  diatiDguiidied  for  bii  liberal  and  Utitudinitriin 


construction  of  tlie  constitution,  ahould  make  objeetioM 
in  reference  to  the  terms  of  the  bill.  The  Senator  td> 
mitted  that  land  might  be  sold  to  an  individual  on  tlwM 
terms;  then,  u  hy  not  sell  to  a  State?  He  admitted,  too, 
that  Congrtss  could  make  a  donation  of  ei(;hiy  Kres  to 
a  few  individuals.  Qn  the  same  principle,  Uiey  could 
mftke  t  donation  of  a  million  of  acres  to  one  or  more  per. 
sons.  And  yet,  said  Ihe  Senator,  "you  cannot  mII Ilia 
lands  t}ing  within  iheir  limits  to  the  new  Stsles."  He 
(Mr.  \V.)  believed  that  that  argument  would  be  found 
to  be  unteniiblet  and  if  there  was  a  constitutional  objcc. 
tion  in  the  way,  the  gentleman  from  Msssscbuirtis 
himself  was  the  author  of  it.  But  the  Senate  bsd  been 
lold  that  alarming  evils  were  to  follow  lliii  riKaturei 
that  Congress  could  dispose  of  the  public  Isnds  io  a 
much  better  manner. 

Could  the  constituen's  of  the  Senaior  from  Hunchii' 
sett*,  or  those  (?f  any  other  Senator  living  udiitantu 
he,  at  a  distance  of  2,000  miles  from  the  new  Stales,  be 
apprized  of  what  wns  best  fur  the  people  of  the  West? 
They  could  not.  Mr.  W.  argued  that  the  new  Slitcs 
ought  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  old;  and  lie 
cunicndei),  therefore,  that  the  lands  ought  to  be  Ceded 
to  them.  Was  there  any  reason  why,  if  it  could  be 
done,  the  new  Slates  should  nut  have  the  power  of  le- 
gis'ating  in  regard  tD|  and  of  purchasing,  Ihe  pabDo 
landn,  as  the  old  Stales  have?    He  could  see  none. 

With  respect  to  Ihe  provisions  of  this  bill,  die  Senator 
from  Mass»chosett8  had  said  that  difficuhies  would  sritt 
between  the  new  Slates  and  Congress  in  respect  to 
them;  that  the  new  Stales  would  prove  faiihlesi,  ind 
would  viulate  the  copdiitons.  Mr.  W.  ftltoertam  tint 
ihey  Would  do  no  such  thing;  fur  tbere  was  a  dsnse  ia 
the  bill  revoking  the  grant,  if  any  of  the  acts  of  ccwoa 
should  be  violated.  And  not  only  were  they  revoked, 
but  the  title  was  rendered  utterly  null  and  void. 

He  next  adverted  to  some  of  the  conscquencei  ihst 
wuuld  result,  if  ihe  cession  should  lake  place.  Tbt 
time  now  spent  by  Congress  in  granting  rights  of  pre- 
emption to  individuals  would  be  savtd.  That  ressoQ 
alone  was  a  powerful  one  to  induce  the  pasnge  of  lbs 
bill,  without  taking  into  consideration  the  enorntoiuM- 
ving  that  would  accrue  to  Ihe  Government  by  abofiibiiif 
a  great  number  of  offices,  which,  under  the  new  M» 
of  tilings,  would  be  unnecessary. 

if  the  cession  could  be  he  made,  (and  he  would  Dol, 
so  help  him  Heaven,  vote  for  it  unless  it  was  just,)  lbs 
most  happy  const  quences  would  follow  from  i'.  fb< 
people  of  the  new  Stato  were  placed,  from  year  to  year, 
in  the  condition  of  mcdicanlst  their  Senators  here  wets 
Cilling  upon  Congress  to  do  justice  to  their  conklituentl' 
Titles,  instead  of  emanaiing  from  the  h  eal  aulhwilif^ 
were  obtained  come  thouSMiids  of  miles  off.  Indint!u»li 
had  to  come  alt  the  way  to  Washington,  and  reW" 
here  some  time,  and  were  put  to  a  very  heavy  "P*"* 
in  so  doing,  in  order  merely  to  get  their  titles  amewM* 
As  Ibe  sales  of  the  lands  increased,  so  would  the  diSeo^ 
ties  also.  It  was,  under  every  aspect  in  »hicli  the  »»' 
ter  could  be  viewed,  very  natural  that  the  people  of  tb« 
new  Stales  should  wish  to  be  put  on  the  same  footiog 
the  old. 

Mr.  NILES,  after  a  few  remarke,  observed  tht'  .• 
proposition  was  made  by  the  Senator  from  HissuwpP'j 
on  the  passage  of  Ihe  land  bill,  to  change  iis  iillei»w 
call  it  a  bill  to  arrest  the  monopolies  of  the  public  liM* 
Now,  be  thought  that  with  more  reason  this  bill  mtg&t  m 
called  a  bill  to  monopoliie  the  time  of  the  Senate  l« 
the  remainder  of  the  session.  Now,  do  gentlemen  ot  iw 
West  (a^ked  Mr.  N.)  think  it  reasonable  that  we 
spend  the  short  time  of  the  session  yet  remaining 
seventeen  working  days)  on  the  business  of  the  puow 
lands,  when  that  same  subject  has  already  taken  up 
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else*  Gentlitncn  surely  ought  to  tee  how  unreasonable 
thiswu,  ind  <o  iiifftr  this  subject  to  lie  on  ilic  lablr, 
and  to  procf  e<l  to  t>ometl)in(;  of  more  imporlBnee.  It 
would  Kent  rrnm  the  remarks  or  onme  centlemen  that 
there  was  a  crism  in  mir  ifliiirti,  and  ihit  inere  was  about 
to  be  a  secession  of  tiic  Western  Slates,  uiilesft  there  was 
somethrng  done  with  regard  to  the  public  lands  to  meet 
their  demands.  Whit,  then,  lie  would  ask,  was  there 
from  that  section  of  (he  counlr)',  whicli  caused  this  meas- 
ure to  be  BO  earnestly  pressed  on  Congress?  Were 
ifaere  any  petitions  ormemorialg,  nr  had  public  meetinga 
been  culled  on  the  subject?  Not  so.  This  measure  was 
the  roluntary  act  of  an  inditriduil  member  orthe  Senate, 
and  one  loo  who  did  not  represent  any  one  of  ihe  new 
Slatesf  and  though  it  was  loudly  hailed  bylthe  Western 
member^  nothing  was  presented  Trom  the  people  ihey 
represented  to  support  it.  He  did  not  mean  to  call  in 
queatinn  the  molires  of  the  gentleman  who  introduced 
Ihe  bit).  Hit  object  was  no  doubt  liberal  and  patriotic; 
but  it  appeared  that  he  was  so  entirely  opposed  to  the  land 
bill  which  had  just  paaied,  and  looked  upon  it  as  so  mis- 
chieroiia  in  its  tendency,  that  he  brought  forward  the 
present  measure,  in  order  to  divest  the  United  Stales  at 
once  of  an  interest  which,  in  hia  opinion,  waa  so  liable 
to  abuM.  The  manner  in  which  thia  subject  was  now 
pressed  had  caused  him  to  look  back  to  a  period  when 
Congresa  was  operated  on  by  an  extraordinary  pressure. 
He  alluded  to  Ihe  lime  when  the  act  in  regard  to  the 
funding  system  was  pending,  and  when  the  Kastern 
Btalct  threatened  a  seccuion  unless  it  was  adopted. 
The  Eastern  Stales  carried  their  point,  and  from  that 
time  to  this  Congresa  had  always  acted  under  an  irrcsiiit- 
ibte  pressure. 

Mr.  N.  said  that  this  was  not  a  proper  time  to  act  on 
this  snbjeclt  it  was  premature,  and  iherefore  inezpe- 
dient.  If,  aaid  he,  public  sentiment  exists  in  the  new 
States,  as  it  is  represented  to  be,  they  will  before  long 
present  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congresi)  and 
when  Ihey  did  come  forward  and  demand  a  hearing,  far 
be  it  from  him  to  deny  it  to  lliem.  lie  was  willing  to 
give  them  a  full  hearing,  when  they  came  forward  of 
ibemselvcst  but  he  cuuld  not  agree  that  it  was  proper  in 
Congress  to  create  public  feeling.  This  was  tried  in 
1834,  when  Ihe  panic  season  was  brought  on,  and  ihey 
had  all  seen  the  results.  It  was  time  for  Congress  to 
act,  when  public  sentiment  took  the  lead,  but  it  never 
eonid  be  right  for  Congress  to  direct  it.  One  great  ob> 
Jection  he  had  to  this  measure  was,  that  the  land  bill  just 
passed  bad  not  yet  been  tried.  It  was  true  it  was  but 
an  experiment,  but,  having  voted  for  one  experiment,  it 
teemed  to  him  unreasonable  to  vote  for  another  till  that 
one  is  tried.  He  should  therefore  vote  not  only  against 
the  second  reading  of  tlie  bill,  but  against  its  reference. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  did  nut  see  any  direct  connexion  be- 
tween the  bill  that  had  been  passed  and  the  one  then  be- 
fore them.  He  voted  fur  this  land  bill  with  more  reluc- 
tance than  lie  ever  voted  for  any  measure  in  his  life, 
though  it  came  from  h's  friends.  This  bill,  however, 
he  looked  upon  in  entirety  a  different  light.  It  was  not 
a  temporary  measure,  like  the  land  bill,  but  one  in 
whkh  the  new  Slates  felt  the  deepest  interest,  and 
which  promised  them  the  most  lasting  benefits.  We 
view  it,  said  Mr.  R.,  aa  a  struggle  in  which  money  Is  the 
object  on  your  part,  and  sovereignty  and  independence 
that  on  our*.  Thus  circumstsnced,  wtiat,  said  he,  do 
«e  aak>  Only  that  this  subject  may  be  laid  before  the 
people  of  the  United  Stales,  and  not  that  it  may  be  acted 
on  at  this  session,  bat  that  it  may  be  maturely  considered 
and  prepared  for  action  on  it  at  the  next.  Now,  why 
did  gentlemen  object  to  these  simple  and  reasonable  prop- 
OMlMms?  Were  they  afraid  of  the  truth?  Let  Ihe  re- 
port on  this  meaiure  gn  to  the  people,  and  abide  by 
Ibeir  decirion;  bat  do  not,  aiid  Mr.  R..  muule  us«  and 
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prevent  us  from  explaining  what  our  object  is,  and  how 
we  propose  in  accomplish  it.  With  regard  to  liiis  bill, 
he  was  highly  gratified  that  it  should  come  from  the 
quarter  it  did.  We  of  Ihe  new  State?,  saiti  he,  might 
propose  such  a  measure,  and  make  speech  upon  speech 
upon  it,  and  year  after  year,  without  success;  but  coming, 
as  this  liill  d  id,  from  a  member  from  one  of  the  old  Slates, 
and  therefore  from  a  disinterested  source,  he  indulged 
the  most  flattering  hopes  of  its  ultimate  success.  On 
the  part  of  the  new  States,  he  begged  leave  to  express 
Ilia  most  heartfelt  tlunks  to  the  grntlcman  who  had 
brought  forward  this  measure,  promising  lliem  such  im- 
portant advantages.  It  was  worthy  of  the  occasion,  and 
worthy  of  the  man,  and  he  waa  entitled  to  the  lasting 
graiitiide  of  the  Wtst. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said  that  if  the  minds  of  Senators 
were  made  up  on  the  subject,  they  were  prepared  to 
vote  now  as  well  as  at  any  future  period.  It  was  not 
a  new  qucslionj  it  had  been  jigiuted  at  farmer  times; 
but  it  was  a  new  question,  so  far  as  the  opinions  of  Sena- 
tors from  the  new  Slates  were  to  be  regarded.  He  did 
not  wiih  that  the  subject  should  be  agitated  now;  and. 
in  saying  this,  he  did  not  mean  any  disrespect  to  the 
Senators  from  the  new  States.  The  Senate  had  been 
told  that  the  people  of  ihe  new  Slates  had  asked  a  hear- 
ing. When  did  they?  lie  was  not  aware  of  the  fact, 
not  having  seen  any  paper  in  which  they  asked  Congreaa 
to  cede  the  public  lands. 

[Mr.  WiLKxa.  We  have  several  memorials  before 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SnvTBABD.    It  may  be  su;  I  was  not  aware  of  it. 

Mr.  Walker.  There  are  memorials  fi-om  Ihe  Legii- 
lalures  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  asking  a  cession  of 
lands  within  their  limits.] 

Mr.  SoDTUABD  said  he  was  under  the  impression 
that  Ihe  prayer  of  the  memoriaU  would  be  found  not  to 
go  to  Ihe  extent  of  asking  what  the  bill  contemplated, 
but  merely  a  special  cession.  Adverting  lo  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill,  be  contended  that  Congress,  having  once 
ceded  the  lands,  would  Jiot  have  the  power  of  compel- 
ling the  new  States  to  fulfil  Ihe  terms  under  which  they 
received  ihem.  He  argued  that  Congiess  did  not  pos- 
sess the  power  to  cede  the  lands  that  it  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  the  grant  by  which  they  were  bound  to  pre- 
serve the  public  domain  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
Union.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  he  should  vote 
against  Ihe  second  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  tlist  one  of  the  reasons  as- 
signed against  reading  the  bill  a  second  time  was,  that  it 
would  prevent  agitation.  The  subject  had  already  been 
agitated;  and  he,  for  one,  so  long  as  he  should  have  a 
seat  on  that  6i)or,  would  continue  to  agitate  it,  until 
public  attention  should  be  thouroughty  aroused.  He 
contended  that  this  attempt  to  prevent  the  bill  fiom 
being  again  read  and  referred  would  only  cause  the 
subject  lo  be  the  more  deeply  agitated.  The  provision? 
and  principles  of  the  bill  could  not  be  so  well  tested  as  if 
sent  to  a  committee,  where  they  wuuld  be  deliberately 
examined.  They  would  then  make  a  report  on  the  bill, 
which  would  go  out  lo  the  country,  and  tiic  people 
would  have  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  deliberate  judg- 
ment respecting  it,  and  the  effect  niight  be  to  convince 
the  new  States  themselves  that  the  measure  was  wrong{ 
and  if  so,  an  early  termination  wmild  be  put  to  it.  Then, 
why  should  this  not  be  done?  He  felt  a  profound  re- 
gret  that  Senators  did  not  think  6t  to  permit  the  bill  lo 
lake  the  usual  course.  He  had  not  risen  for  the  purpose 
of  advancing  a  new  aigument,  but  merely  to  reply  tu 
llie  constitniianal  objections  of  the  Senator  from  Maasa> 
chusetts.  Kit  were  necessary,  he  could  it  least  present 
an  argument  ad  ftominem. 

If  Congress  possessed  the  right  Urmake  doiations  to 
individuals  of  eighty  aerOgO^lin^k  wiQAjmUSed  by 
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the  Semtor  from  Hininippi,  [Mr.  Wa&em,}  bad  Ihev 
not  equally,  on  ihe  sanie  principir,  the  power  to  make 
donationa  of  hundreds,  or  one  liundred  thousand?  IT 
there  were  any  distinction,  he  (Mr.  C.)  wai  not  able  to 
see  it.  Congreas  had  a  right,  as  was  said  by  Ihe  Senator 
from  Hassachuselta,  to  make  donations  to  Slates  Tor  cer* 
lain  purpoBca.  Now,  if  they  could  make  a  donation  for 
any  purpMe — for  a  deaf  and  dumb  asylum,  for  an  infirma- 
ry, or  for  any  purpose  whatever— he  would  atk,  why  not 
make  a  gift  of  tbe  public  landa?  He  repeated,  that  if 
there  were  a  diitirction,  he,  for  one,  was  incapable  of 
perceiving  it. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  uid  Congreta 
had  no  right  to  give  up  tbe  trust  delegated  to  them.  Tbe 
object  of  the  bill  was  to  make  a  sale,  and  not  a  tiust.  It 
was  a  series  of  conditions  of  sale,  which  were  intended 
to  be  beneficial  to  tbe  new  States  as  well  %»  to  the  oldj 
and  the  question  was,  *'  Can  you  make  a  mle  of  the  pub- 
lic landsf"  Congress  could  dispose  of  lands  to  individ- 
uals: then,  why  not  to  a  State?  If  tliey  could  make  an 
absolute  sale,  could  not  they  make  a  conditional  sale? 
That  was  the  simple  question,  if  (hey  could  not,  then 
all  he  could  say  was,  that  he  did  nut  underhand  the  ar- 
gument. He  must  say  that  if  be  ever  did  entertain  any 
conalitutional  scruplea  on  the  subject,  tbe  Senator'a  ar- 
gument bad  MtUfied  him  that  there  were  none.  He  knew 
that  tbe  gentleman  was  capable  of  presenting  (if  there 
were  any)  objections  in  the  strongest  poastble  lights  but 
he  had  not  succeeded  in  convincing  him  (Mr.  C.)  that 
there  wereany.  ButiheSenatorhadsaidthatthegrounds 
upon  wliich  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  put  his  bill  at  this  time  was 
the  pfttuge  uf  the  land  bill,  objectionable  as  it  was,  and 
which  he  [Ur.  WsBBTia]  said  might  not  yet  become  a 
law.  Now,  that  was  not  ant  be  did  not  place  tbe  hill 
upon  tbe  naked  fact  of  the  land  bill  having  passed  this 
body.  It  was  the  character  of  the  bill  which  had  salia< 
fted  bis  mind  that  we  had  reached  the  time  when  some- 
thing must  be  done  on  the  subject.  He  would  not  char- 
acterize the  bill,  for  he  had  already  expressed  his  opin- 
iona  on  it.  He  asked  «  helher  every  Senator  opposed  to 
tbe  adminiatralion  had  not  opposed  the  land  bill'  Did 
|[entlemen  not  tee  there  were  political  causca  in  opera- 
tion? The  time  had  arrived  when  tbe  corrupt  tendency 
of  such  billa  should  cease,  which  was  cootrolline,  to 
a  eerl«n  extent,  the  action  of  Senatora  on  that  floor. 
These  were  the  indicatioai  which  induced  him  to  intro- 
duce this  bill. 

But  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  said  that  what  he 
(Mr.  C.)  proposed  to  effect  could  scarcely  be  effected 
bytbia  meuure,  or  raiher  that  tbe  evil  did  not  exist; 
that  the  present  condition  of  things  did  not  affect  the 
sovereignty  of  the  new  States,  or  that  they  are  in  a  state 
of  vassalage.  He  admitted  that  this  was  a  strong  term, 
and  he  bad  used  it  in  the  heat  of  debate.    He  begged 

!;entlerocn  to  look  at  the  fact.  Could  sny  thing  be  more 
ocal  than  the  territory  of  a  State?  And  was  there  no 
small  state  of  dependency  in  a  people  being  obliged  to 
come  here  from  a  distance  of  eight  hundred  or  a  thou- 
aand  mika? 

He  would  thk  the  Senator  from  Maaiacliusettf,  wheth- 
er this  was  not  giving  the  General  Government  an  unrea. 
Bonable  control  over  tbe  new  States?  Their  ofEcers  were 
difTutcd  every  where,  creatine  a  slate  of  dependence, 
which  did  not  exist  in  tbe  other  Stattsuf  the  Union. 
People  were  obliged  to  come  ht  re,  leuibn  after  session, 
to  get  what  they  claimed  lo  be  ju^i.  If  tbe  control  at 
preaent  exercised  by  the  General  Government  was  not 
incoDiisient  with  the  suvtreignty  of  a  Slate,  it  waa  at 
least  a  dentation. 

The  Senator  remarked  that  this  bill  would  not  stop  agi- 
tation, and  that  the  new  Stales  would  come  here  befura 
long,  and  ask  that  the  conditions  bhould  be  altered.  He 
(Mr.  C.)  did  not  think  it  improbable  that  they  would  do 


that,  but  it  woukl  probably  be  eight  or  ten  years  Gnii 
and  in  the  mean  time  our  councils  would  be  free  from 
the  control  under  which  they  at  present  auffered,.  and 
from  puliticsl  sgitation,  growing  out  of  the  dikcusiioa 
of  questions  connected  with  the  public  lands. 

And  if,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  any  of  these  coadi- 
tions  should  be  found  burdensome,  it  would  reiasia  Im 
those  who  might  be  here  lo  apply  tbe  proper  remtdjr. 
But  the  Senator  argued  that  Uie  bill  would  prove  of  ao 
benefit  to  the  new  SUtesi  that  they  were  snail  in  popo- 
lalion,  and  would  be  subject  to  agitation  themselves  aad 
might  not  fulfil  the  conditions  of  this  bill.  Tbe  tn!, 
however,  provided  certain  reatriclions,  which  could  not 
be  overcome.  Should  any  one  of  them  be  violated,  the 
grant  would  be  null  and  void.  Afler  soBie  further  re- 
marks, in  explanation  and  defence  of  the  |iroiiitoni  of 
Ihe  bill,  he  concluded  bv  an  t  zpressiou  of  bis  hope  that 
Senatora  would  permit  it  to  be  read  a  second  tiiae  and 
referred^  ao  that  an  opportunity  wculd  be  given  tlic 
country  to  examine  and  deliberate  on  the  rcpoct  tahieh 
would  be  apread  before  it,  in  relation  lo  this  inportiiit 
measure. 

Mr.  TIPTON  said  the  Lfgialature  of  liidiaoabsd,  io 
1829,  sent  a  memorial  to  Congrcar,  for  tbe  fnrpm  vt 
obtaining  a  cession  of  the  public  landa,  and  chiiliag  it  a* 
a  right.  Other  mcmoriala  also  had  been  sent  on  tbe 
same'subjcct.  The  proposition,  therefurr,  wunutoev. 
All  tbe  Senators  of  the  new  SUtes  felt  a  deep  iatcrett  ia 
it,  and  were  desirous  that  it  should  be  referred,  and  a 
report  made  upon  it.  Mr.  T.  bad  voted  fur  the  rcurlc- 
live  land  bill  with  great  reluctance.  He  preferred  that 
the  lands  should  be  ceded  lo  tbe  mw  States  for  a  bii 
cohsidcration. 

Mr.  bUBBARD  said  he  waa  aware  of  the  mtmoM 
or  resolution  of  the  Indiana  Legislature,  to  wbicb  Ike 
Senator  had  alluded.  But  that  resolution  was,  that  In* 
diana  had  a  right  to  possesa  the  public  lands  wiihia  her 
limits,  without  purchase.  That  doctrine,  be  said,  did 
once  prevail,  but  it  was  now  aet  up  by  no  one. 

Mr.  BENTON  roae  for  the  purpuae  of  lupportiaff 
what  had  been  aaid  by  tlw  Benatnr  frcm  Indiana.  He 
thought,  if  gentlemen  would  look  oter  the  docmacat^ 
they  would  and  a  dozen  nemoriala  in  which  fc«|b  IM 
principles  of  this  bill  were  embraced — he  meaat  f™" 
lion  and  the  extinction  of  the  federal  title  to  lite  hadi 
in  the  new  States.  Yes,  he  said,  "  extincttoa  of  the 
eral  titlei"  for  he  alwsys  spoke  on  this  subject  in  ib< 
same  sense  as  speaking  of  the  extinction  of  an  Indian  ti- 
tle. He  had,  he  believed,  had  more  correspondeaK 
with  the  Weat  tlian  any  other  gentleman  in  tbe  Scasttj 
and,  when  writing  on  the  subject,  he  always  "?* 
tlicae  two  prppcaitions  (graduation  and  extinction  of  (d« 
federal  title)  had  been  thrown  by  Ihe  propositioa  to  di- 
vide the  proceeds  of  the  land  aales;  and  that  ibey  vuti 
first  fight  duwn  and  kill  this  distribution  scheme  beim 
they  could  hope  for  sucoeaa.  He  told  his  corresp""' 
ems,  aUo,  that  the  greatest  service  that  Prewdent 
son  ever  tendered  lo  his  country  was  to  put  bii 
his  large  foot— on  this  proposition.  He  might  njt 
ther,  that  if  lie  (Mr.  U  )  bad  ever  tendered  •"J^^^ 
tbe  country  at  all,  it  was  in  bi  lping  to  kill  that  biU;  *>* 
it  DOW  lay  prostrate,  a  corpse.  That  impedimrnt  bei*t 
now  removed,  we  can,  said  Ur.  B.,  now  begin  sgam.  ' 
klull  put  my  shou'ders  to  the  whetl,  sod  keep  puiU"! 
till  we  carry  it  through.  He  was  for  bolh  tbe  P"^r^ 
contain! d  in  this  bill)  and  as  lo  the  d< tails,  wbenhew" 
cordial  abr.ul  a  principle,  he  never  should  balk  at  low 
he  would  give  and  lake.  While  up,  be  vouhl  expn" 
the  hope  that  the  aubject  might  be  referred  to  a  kkci 
comrriiiti  et  and,  having  said  tbia,  he  would  say,  ' 
that  he  had  t.o  expectation  of  accompliabing  any  tbtaf 
the  present  sessiitn.  ^  *     k»  ih* 
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[Sis ATX . 


*bree  weeks  from  the  close  of  (he  tesaton,  «nd  it  wss 
impossible  that  within  this  period  we  could  transact  all 
the  necessary  public  busineu)  yet  it  waa  at  such  a  mo- 
nentthatthia  measure  waa  uit;ed  upoooureonsuleratlon. 
It  waa  an  apple  of  discord  tbroon  into  this  body,  which 
■noit  cause  the  waste  or  much  precious  time,  and  give 
birth  to  protracted  and  angry  diacuswon,  unless  we 
should  prompilr  resolve  to  relieve  ourselves  Trom  it. 
One  effect  which  it  would  most  probably  produce  was 
the  defeat  of  the  land  bill  in  the  other  House—a  con< 
aideration  which  ought  to  have  its  weight,  e^Kciatly  in 
the  minds  of  Western  Senatora. 

Mr.  B.  aakcd,  wbat  did  thia  bill  propoae^  Why,  sir, 
ao  ^solute  gift  to  the  new  States  of  two  thirda  of  all  the 
proceeds  of  our  public  lands  within  their  limits,  whilat 
we  retained  but  one  third  for  ourselves.  No  such  re- 
quest had  ever  been  made  to  Congress  by  any  of  these 
States,  within  his  knowledget  certainly  not  during  the 
past  or  present  sessions  of  Congress.  I'hey  bad  never 
asked  for  any  Ibing  so  unreasonable  and  ao  ui^juat.  The 
appltcationa  from  Mississippi  and  Arkansas,  which  bad 
been  referred  to  in  this  debate,  were  altogether  ofa 
different  character.  He  would  venture  to  say  that  there 
wa*  no  new  State  in  this  Union  which,  if  the  qtiestion 
had  been  submitted  to  Us  own  intrinsic  sense  of  equity 
and  justice,  would  have  ever  thought  of  making  such  a 
proposition  to  Congress  as  that  contained  in  thia  bill. 
When  these  States  shall  come  forward  with  any  reason, 
able  and  well-digested  plan  of  their  own,  asking  for  the 
ceasioh  of  the  public  lands  wUhbi  their  limits,  upon  bir 
term*,  be  should  then  be  prepared  to  hear  them  most 
respectfully.  There  waa  no  occasion  to  stimulate  tbem 
to  pursue  this  or  any  other  coarse  in  which  they  felt 
their  own  interests  were  involved.  We  had  abundant 
evidence  that  (betr  Senators  on  tbia  floor  were  both 
able  and  willing  to  enforce  any  juit  proportion  proceed' 
ing  fiom  their  constituents. 

Senators  ought  to  recollecl  that  tliere  would  be  two 
parties  to  any  such  arrangement.  The  people  of  the 
old  States  had  and  felt  ss  deep  an  inlcrcblin  this  ques- 
tion as  those  of  the  new.  if  reasonable  terms  should  be 
proposed,  it  wu  probable  that  the  old  States  might  con- 
sent to  the  adjustment  of  thia  difficult  and  embarrauing 
qaeation,  in  such  a  manner  as  would  ^ive  satisfaction  to 
their  brethren  in  (be  West.  But,  said  Ur.  B.,  let  me 
tell  gentlemen  that  I  would  almost  as  soon  think  of  put- 
twr  m^  band  Into  the  pocket  of  one  of  my  conatituents, 
and  taking  From  him  two  thirds  of  the  money  it  contained, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  it  away  to  a  stranger,  as  I 
should  arree  to  vote  for  thia  bill,  in  opposition  to  the 
wishea  of  those  who  sent  me  here.  IF  any  equitable 
armngement  of  this  question  could  be  made  between  the 
patties  interested,  be  shouM  rejoice  at  auch  a  result. 
For  bis  own  part,  be  felt  disposed  to  grant  liberal  terms 
to  the  new  Statcai  but  he  should  never  consent  to  absn. 
don  the  rights  of  his  own  conaliluents,  in  order  to  pro* 
pitinte  the  people  of  the  West,  however  much  he  might 
regard  their  good  opinion.  He  would  not,  if  be  could, 
to  use  the  language  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
RoBiasoN,]  become  their  Magnua  Apollo  uponany  sucb 
terms. 

What,  then,  did  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Cumdm]  ask  as  to  do  ?  To  send  this  btll  to  a  se- 
lect committee.  And  For  wbat  purpose?  Not  that  there 
aball  be  any  final  action  upon  it  during  the  present  sea- 
smi,  because  that  was  manifestly  impoMible,  but  to  ob- 
tain a  report  in  favor  of  ila  provisions.  This  report, 
containing  a  long,  ingenious  and  able  argument,  in  favor 
oF  giving  all  the  public  hnds  to  the  new  States,  with  the 
exception  of  one  third  of  their  gross  proeeeda,  would  be 
circulated  fu>  and  wide  throughout  the  whole  Union. 
Whilst  it  would  excite  unfounded  hopes  in  ibe  minds  of 
the  people  of  the  new  Sutci,  it  would  produce  an  alarm 


equally  groundless  throughout  the  old  States.  It  would 
have  a  tendency  to  exasperate  the  feelings  of  both  par> 
ties,  and  might,  and  probably  would,  greatly  retard,  if 
not  forever  prevent,  the  adoption  of  any  fair  compro- 
mise on  the  aubjeot.  This  report,  we  had  a  right  to 
presume,  would  be  alti^etber  on  one  aide,  wliiut  the 
other  would  not  be  heard.  It  might  prevent  (he  new 
States  from  offering  auch  terms  as  we  of  the  old  States 
could  think  of  accepting.  He  should  wait  until  the  new 
States  themselves  thought  proper  to  move  in  this  buu- 
ness.  They  were  not  slow  to  act  io  any  manner  which 
they  thought  might  promote  their  own  welfare. 

Hr.  B.  said  he  waa  now  determined  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Senate  would,  at  ibis  sesnon,  spend  any 
more  of  their  precious  time  upon  this  subject.  He 
should,  therefore,  renew  the  motion  which  hsd  been 
made  by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  [Ur.  Hub- 
lABD,]  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  tablet  and  he  gave  notice, 
in  advance,  that  h,e  would  not  withdrew  it  on  the  request 
of  any  Senator  whatsoeTcr. 

Mr.  NORVELL  trusted  that  the  bill  would  be  altuwcd 
to  be  read  a  second  time,  for  reference.  He  believed 
that  no  bill  of  any  kind,  with  perhaps  one  exception, 
had,  for  a  long  time,  been  refused  a  second  reading  and 
reference.  Iliat  now  before  the  Senate  was  of  such 
deep  importance,  and  involved  in(erea(s  of  such  magnt- 
tude,  esprcially  to  the  new  States,  that  be  thought  ita 
rejection  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedini;  would  not  only 
be  unusual,  but  very  extraordinary.  He  therefore  ex- 
prMsed  the  hope  tut  Senators  would  suffer  the  bill  to 
be  again  read,  and  referred,  either  to  the  Land  Com- 
mittee or  to  a  select  committee,  that  it  might  be  ma- 
(urely  considered  and  reported  upon. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on 
(he  table:  Yeas  S€,  nays  30,  as  follows: 

Tkas— Hessn.  Bayard,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Dans,  Kwing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  Kent, 
Knight,  NilcB^  Psg^t  Parker,  Prentiss,  Rives^  Bobbins, 
Rugglea,  Southard,  Spcncr,  Strange,  Swift,  l^llmadgc', 
Tomlinsun.  Walt,  Webster,  Wright— 36. 

Nits— Messra.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Ewing  of 
IllrnoiB,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  King  of  Alabama, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton,  Nichols-,  Norvell,  Pres- 
ton, Robinson,  Sevier,  Tipton,  Walker,  White— 30. 

FORTIFICATION  BlU. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  take  up  a  bill  making 
provision  for  the  collection  of  materials  and  the  purchase 
^  of  sites  for  certain  fortifications  therein  designated.  [It 
appropriates  about  amilRon  and  ahalf  ofdolfaintotht.se 

objecU.] 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  demanded  further  infurmation  in 
reference  to  the  necessity  of  these  works,  (he  evlimates 
upon  which  the  appropriati^na  were  founded,  and  the 
total  expenae  of  completing  the  works  for  which  this  bill, 
appropriating  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  proposed 
only  to  make  preparation. 

Ur.  BENTON,  chairman  of  the  U'lliUry  Commitlee, 
who  had  repor(ed  the  bill,  stated,  in  reply,  that  it  was 
identically  the  same  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate  at 
the  laat  session.  The  Senator  wbp,  therefore,  in  pos. 
session  of  full  information  in  rrgard  (o  it. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  opposed  the  bill  in  most  of  its  Fta- 
tiires.  It  was  a  carrying  out  of  the  plan  which  had  been 
laid  down  by  General  Bernard.  Ar.d  Ihoogh  the  scheme 
of  defence  by  foMificaiions  proposed  by  iliat  celcbrHtcd 
engineer  might  bare  been  wisely  adapted  to  the  slate  of 
(he  country  at  (hat  period,  its  condition  had  since  been 
so  greatly  changed,  by  the  increase  of  its  population 
and  the  augmentation  of  ita  power,  that  ntany  of  ihe  fea- 
(urea  oF  the  plan  were  no  lunger  necessary,  and  might 
advanugcoosly  be  dispensed  withr-^The  itrBwoveBents 
which  bid  been  made  aigtlHfeim^wflv)(3imbSation  uf 
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the  munitions  of  war  rendered  it  now  a  comparatiTcly 
Hiy  thing  lo  concetilrKte  large  bodies  of  the  roititia  at 
any  point  that  might  be  threatened  by  a  Toe.  And  thus 
the  necessity  oF  many  Tons  otherwise  requisite  was  su- 
perseded. And  furl*,  if  not  judicioitsly  lucKted,  were  not 
only  of  no  valuable  service,  but^  owin^  (o  llie  train  of 
consequences  they  drew  after  them,  were  a  positive  evil. 

Mr.  6.  had  carefully  examined  the  report  of  the  Sec* 
retary  of  War  on  tbia  subject,  made  lo  Congress  at  a 
preceding  teuion,  and  he  had  then  become  Mtitfied  that 
many  of  the  proposed  works  were  of  this  descriptiun. 
He  wished  to  have  further  time  to  examine  (he  bill;  and 
therefore  moved  lo  lay  it  upon  (he  (able  till  Monday  (  but 
withdrew  the  motiun  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  DENTON,  who  briefly  replied,  ataling  that  the 
estimates  upon  which  the  bill  was  founded  bad  all  been 
submitted  and  explained  a(  the  last  session,  after  which 
the  bill  had  passed  the  Senate.  He  admitted  the  facility 
with  which  large  bocliea  of  troops  might  be  thrown  into 
any  city  or  town  (hat  was  Ihrestened  by  an  enemy.  But 
when  they  were  there,  though  there  stiould  be  half  a 
million  of  them,  of  what  avail  would  they  be  agaiiibt  a 
bombardment?  A  bomb  charged  wiih  bushels  of  pow- 
der and  balls  could  be  discharged  at  the  distance  of 
4,000  yards,  and  if  il  exploited  in  the  midst  of  a  squad- 
ron of  horse  or  a  column  of  troopa,  it  would  scatter  « 
destroy  (hem.  A  man-of-war  would  desire  no  better 
amusement,  while  its  crew  would  remain  in  perfect  asfe- 
Xj  from  the  force  on  ■'■ore.  Furts  were  also  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  merchant  vessels,  and  even  of  our 
bblps  of  war,  when  pursued  by  a  creatly  unequal  force. 

Mr.  SOU  I  HARD  now  renewedhis  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  on  (he  lable. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  demanded  (heyeaiand  nayst  wbich, 
being  taken,  were:  Teaa  13,  nayi  26. 

So  the  Senate  refused  lo  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  bill  being  at  its  third  reading,  and  the  question 
being  on  its  pmsge, 

Mr.  IIBNTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nayr;  which 
were  (akon,  and  stood  as  follows: 

Ykab — Messrs.  Hcnton,  Buchanan,  Dana,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  tonight, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Moulon,  Nicholas,  Kites,  Norvcll,  Page, 
Kobbins,  RuKgles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallniadge,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Walker.  Wall,  Wright— 26. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ulack,  Caltioui',  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Moore,  Prentiss,  ll'ibinaon.  Southard,  Spenco,  Swift, 
Webater,  Wliite— 12. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

MILITAItV  APPROPmATlON  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WRIGHT,  the  Senate  (hen  look  up 
the  miti(ary  appropriation  bill,  in  which  he  proposed  a 
alight  amendment,  (o  include  an  appropriation  for  the 
Tennessee  volunteers,  who  were  ordered  into  aervice, 
and  then  discharged. 

As  the  bill  was  at  ils  (liird  readitig,  Ihts  mtrtion  could 
only  be  mide  by  unanimous  cunsent. 

Mr.  SOU  I'HAUU  said  that  he  felt  favorably  disposei) 
towards  the  amendment,  but,  wishinga  little  furthertime 
to  look  at  it,  suggested  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table 
until  Mondaj  t  to  which 

Mr.  WUIGHT assenting,  the  bill  nas  laid  on  the  table 
Bccrirdingly. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

MOSDAT,  PEBBUAnf  Id. 

PATENT  OFFICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUGGLE9,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  conaidemtion  of  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  the  ifflprovement  of  the  useful  arts. 

A  variety  of  amendments,  ofitered  by  Mr.  RUGGLES, 


were  all  adopted,  with  the  exception  of  the  salary  of  the 
two  examining  clerks,  which  was  made  $1,500  instead 
of  $1,700,  as  Mr.  R.  propO!>ed. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  moved  to  strike  out  the  4th  section  of 
(he  bill,  which  provides  for  restoring  the  most  impor- 
tant models,  which  were  all  destroyed  by  (he  burning  of 
the  Post  Office  building. 

Mr.  RUGCLRS  remarked  iImI  it  was  only  proposed 
to  restore  the  moat  important  models,  and  that  the 
penie  of  doing  ao  would  be  paid  from  (he  conttiba. 
tiona  of  patentees. 

Mr.  NILES  spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  (be  nw 
(ion. 

Mr.  WEBS1  ER  remarked  on  the  iropossihilll;  of  llie 
examining  clerks,  for  whose  appointment  and  rapport 
provision  had  just  been  made,  performinp  properly  the 
duties  assigned  them,  of  deciding  on  the  justness  of 
oinimf  to  patents  unleas  the  most  impoitant  purtion  of 
the  models,  all  of  which  had  been  des(ro)-cd,  should  be 
restored.  He  regarded  the  appropriation  as  sbsohiUlj 
necessary. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  auggesled  (hat  alt  improvements  of 
much  importance  were  generally  known,  and  that  lbs 
fourth  section,  if  not  btricken  out,  ought  therefore  to 
be  limited  to  the  last  fourteen  j-ears. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  Uble.  Nef[- 
atired. 

Mr.  RUGGLE9  further  explained  the  bearing  snd  im. 
portance  of  this  section  ofthe  bill.  It  was  designed,  Iw 
said,  to  restore  only  S,000  out  of  r,000  or  6,000  models 
that  were  destroyed. 

Mr.  NILES  suf^esled  (20.000  instead  of  |100,000. 
which  he  considered  as  altogether  too  laige  a  sum  for 
the  object  proposed.  He  also  insisted  that  the  Dwaey 
would  be  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury. 

Mr.  BAYARD  read  poHionsof  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Patent  Office,  stating  that  the  res(on* 
tion  of  about  3,000  of  the  model*  waa  due  both  to  in- 
ventors and  to  science.  A  few  minutes*  inspection  of 
them  would  oHcn  save  years  of  rt  flection  to  an  inventor, 
and  would  suggest  what  would  in  many  cases  be  nerer 
originally  suggested.  As  an  example  of  thi*,  FultoB|i 
improvement  in  ateamboatat  immenaely  important  at  it 
is  known  to  be,  waa  based  on  inventions  which  bad  betn 
abandoned,  and  were  utterly  useless.  Such  models  vtt« 
also  absolutely  neceasary,  to  enable  (he  examiners  prop- 
erly (o  perform  the  duties  assigned  them.  InvrntofS 
were  exceedingly  tenacious  in  regard  to  the  crginaliiy 
of  their  inventions,  and  would  not  yield  without  the  mwl 
conclusive  (efclimony.  Mr.  B.  said  auch  were  the  opiniow 
of  the  Commissioner  at  the  bead  of  the  bureau,  vbiu 
Mr.  B.  enforced  by  arguments,  eipreially  regarding  tbe 
Patent  Office  as  a  school  of  science,  and  a  regular  tuMotf 
of  the  improvements  in  the  useful  art*  in  this  country. 

Mr.  NILES  remarked  that  many  models,  praetKallf 
useleso,  mif;ht  be  useful  asalfordinga  history  of  thepr^ 
gres*  of  inventions.  U:it  if  an  expenditure  of  thilkn* 
should  be  begun,  it  would  have  no  end. 

Mr.  N.  moved  lo  strike  out  (100,000,  and  imut 
*20,000.  .. 

Mr.  STRANGE,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  nw 
(be  committee  underslood  it  to  be  (lie  desire  of  the  Sen- 
ate'that  ifie  Patent  Office  should  be  restored,  ss  far  w 
possible,  to  its  originsl  state.  They  had  ft.und  on  bwo 
1300,000,  derived  from  (he  sale  of  patents,  and  arsjUble 
(or  the  great  object  contemplated  by  the  esUbliitiiWW 
of  the  Patent  Office.  The  #100,000  was  not  necewanir 
all  to  be  expended,  but  was  the  extreme  liwit  of  (he  ex- 
penditure^  (hough  Mr.  S.  waa  aalitBed  that  nearw  •■ 
much  would  be  requiredtand  »'20,000  be  regarded  » 
worse  than  nothing.  . 

Mr.  KNIGHT  now  roie  to  wi(hdraw  h'f.«»"""J: 
strike  out  the  4th  lefl^fttlaiSyGfeCJglt"'  '  ^ 
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been  ordered,  the  Cbair  decided  that  it  could  not  be 
donr. 

Tlie  motion  loitrikeoutwastlien  nej^tived,  ta  Mlowt: 

Yue— Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
King  of  AUbima,  Knirht,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Nilep,  Ptf^e, 
Rubinson,  Sevier,  WHlker,  While— 13. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Clayton, 
Cutbbert,  D^na,  Ewine  of  Ohio,  FuUon,  Hendricks, 
Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Houton, 
Norvell,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Buggies, 
Strange,  SwifV,  TaUaudge,  Tipton,  Tamlinson,  Wall, 
Webster,  Wright— 29.  ^ 

Mr.  PRENTISS,  after  Mine  explanatory  remark*, 
moved  to  strike  out  tbe  wonl  *'  aasi^ees,"  in  the 
sect  ion.  Negatived. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  wilUout  a  division. 

HP.C0GN1TI0N  OF  TEXAS. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  offer- 
C(l  by  hio)  some  time  since,  recognising  the  iiulependence 
ofTexasion  which  motion  be  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  WBIGilT  urged  the  taking  up  of  the  army  ap- 
propriatitm  btll. 

Mr.  BENTON  strenuously  urged  and  claimed  as  a 
right  that  the  unflniihed  buuness  should  first  be  taken 
up.  He  had  a  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  army,  which 
would  regularly  come  up  as  the  unfinished  business. 
The  vote  to  take  it  up  now  wouliJ,  if  rejected,  be  de- 
cisive of  its  fate.  It  had  been  early  reported,  but  had 
been  kept  out  of  its  place  by  the  land  bill  and  the  regu- 
Uting  currency  bill,  and  be  cUimed  that  it  should  now 
be  conudered. 

Mr.  WALKER  pleaded  for  Ills  Texas  resolution,  and 
insisted  that  tbe  honor  of  the  country  demanded  that  it 
■hould  be  acted  upon  without  delay. 

Mr.  DENTON  objected,  with  some  warmth,  to  Sena- 
tors jumping  up  ill  this  manner  and  interrupting  the  regu- 
lar business  of  the  House,  as  reported  from  s(an<!ing 
committees,  by  interposing  tbe  fonaideration  of  rtsulu' 
tions  of  their  own.  The  army  bills  were  of  great  im- 
portance, and  if  this  resolution  ahould  be  taken  up  be- 
fore them,  the  prolonged  debate  to  which  it  would  lead 
must  efTectually  defeat  all  hope  of  having  them  considered 
in  lime  to  go  to  the  other  House. 

Mr.  PRESTON  admitted  the  importance  of  the  army 
bills,  and  should  not  object  to  iheir  being  considered) 
but  this  resolution  on  the  subject  of  Texsis  bad  been  of- 
fered a  month  agi^  and,  if  longer  poalpooed,  mukt  In  all 
prcibabihly  be  loat. 

Tbe  question  wai  then  taken  on  eoiuidering  Mr. 
Walksb's  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  nrgatire,  by  the 
following  vote: 

Tau— Messrs.  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Fulton,  Hen- 
dricks, Kiitg  of  Georgia,  Moore,  Mouton,  Parker,  Pres* 
Ion.  Walker,  White— 12. 

Natb — Meisra.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Buehanan, 
Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Itlinoi.*, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  Rent,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page, 
Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Ruggles,  Strange,  Swift, 
Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinaon,  Wall,  Wright— 32. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  a 
bill  "  to  increase  the  present  military  establishment  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  BF:NT0N,  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee, 
took  up  tbe  bill  by  aectioMb  briefly  explaining  the  pur- 
poie  of  each,  together  with  the  ametidments  reported 
from  that  committee. 

No  opposition  was  made  to  them,  and  they  were  all 
•greed  tof  when  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
oraered  to  iti  third  reading. 


[S IV  ATX. 


The  army  appropiiation  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

ARMORY  BILL. 

The  Senate  having  taken  up  tbe  bill  to  establish  a 
foundry,  an  armory  in  the  West  or  Southwest,  araenats 
in  the  States  in  which  none  have  yet  been  established, 
and  depots  for  arma  in  certain  States  and  I'erritories— 

Mr.  BENTON,  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee, 
who  bad  reported  tbe  bill,  briefly  explained  its  design, 
and  tbe  grounds  on  which  it  had  been  reported. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  suggested  doubts  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  establishing  arsenals  in  all  tbe  States,  though 
he  admitted  that  they  might  be  requisite  in  some.  The 
Slates,  however,  were  verv  competent  to  erect  arsenals 
for  themselves,  and  would  not  thank  the  General  Gov- 
ernment for  any  charitable  establishment  of  this  kind. 
Mr.  C.  reprobated  auch  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  and  was  against  the  extension  of  federal 
power,  to  which  a  measure  of  this  kind  must  necessarily 
lead. 

Mr.  DENTON  contended  that  it  was  a  part  of  the 
theory  of  our  Government  that  the  nation  should  be 
armedi  and,  in  order  to  this  end,  it  was  necessary  bolb 
that  the  manufacture  of  arms  should  be  extended,  and 
that  depots  ahould  be  established  for  keeping  them  in 
all  the  States.  He  then  read  returns  from  the  ordnance 
department,  showing  in  what  States  arsenals  had  been 
erected,  and  in  what  States  there  were  nonet  on  which 
he  remarked  that  those  States  which  most  needed  arse- 
nals were  entirely  destitute  of  them,  while  States  far 
less  exposed  were  welt  supplied. 

No  amendment  being  proposed  to  the  bill,  it  was  re- 
ported 10  tbe  Senate}  and  tbe  queation  being  on  its  en- 
grossment for  a  third  reading- 
Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  he  had  looked  at  the 
provisions  of  the  bill,  and  that  nothing  in  this  world 
cuuld  be  more  useless  than  the  expenditure  it  proposed. 
The  country  had  already  on  hand  about  800,000  stands 
of  arms — an  amount  almost  equal  to  that  provided  by 
Great  Britain  for  her  immense  military  establishment. 
The  mere  interest  on  auch  an  investment  was  itself  a 
heavy  charge  upon  the  Treasury;  besides  which,  there 
wss  the  liability  to  have  the  whole  superseded  by  the  in- 
vention of  a  better  species  of  arms.  The  Government  had 
already  two  Urge  armories,  capable  of  furnishing  arms 
much  faster  than  they  were  needed!  and  there  was  a 
necessity  rather  for  retrenching  than  extending  the 
means  of  supply.  These  arguments  bad  all  been  urged 
at  the  last  seuion;  but  he  supposed  it  was  vain  to  repeat 
them.  They  liad  not  been  answered,  and  could  not  be. 
But  tbe  money  was  to  be  expended  on  something,  and 
perhaps  it  might  as  well  be  on  this  as  on  any  thing  else. 
The  Government  must  get  clear  of  it  in  some  wayt  it 
must  not  go  back  to  the  Stales)  and  ways  and  means 
must  be  devised  to  expend  it.  Tlie  bill  had  no  other 
object  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  Mr.  C.  appealed  to 
the  mijurity  of  the  Senate,  entreating  them  to  econo- 
mize the  public  expenditure.  He  reminded  ttten  of  tbe 
strong  denunciations  which  had  been  poured  on  e  pre- 
vious administration  for  its  alleged  extravagance,  and 
that  it  was  on  the  plea  and  promise  of  economy  that  the 
present  party  bad  come  into  power.  Tet  no  sooner  had 
they  got  control  of  tbe  Treasury,  than  they  went  on  to 
expend  beyond  all  previous  example.  The  moral  effect 
of  this  slate  of  things  had  been  most  pernicious.  It  had 
led  the  nation  to  conclude  that  the  professions  of  no 
parly  could  be  believed.  They  were  not  believedt  and 
the  result  of  this  incredulity  in  the  public  mind  would 
always  tend  to  place  in  the  hands  of  ao  exttting  admin- 
istration a  vast  amount  of  power. 

Mr.  BEN  VON,  in  reply,  read  fron^fhe  returns  of  the 
Trenury  Department  \^itfft^|^(^gteiMilie- 
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tiire  of  trm  at  prirsle  ettablnhments,  amounting-  to 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars)  anil  argue*}, 
rrom  the  fact' of  the  OoTemment  appt;in{f  to  private 
manufaetoriea  for  u)  large  an  amount  of  its  arms,  the 
neceaiitjr  for  another  public  armory.  TlicK  pririte 
ealablishmenta  exiated  at  six  different  pointi,  rxteoding 
from  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  North  and  East, 
while  on  the  frontier,  to  the  South  and  Weat,  where 
sms  were  moat  needed,  there  was  not  a  lingle  betory. 
All  that  portion  of  the  Union  had  to  look  to  the  North- 
eait  for  their  tupplieai  and  when  the  guna  were  made,  it 
CMt  half  their  value  to  transport  them.  Aa  to  having  a 
full  aappty,  and  all  we  needed,  it  was  what  he  could  not 
understand.  There  was  a  continual  consumption,  and 
there  wat  a  constant  increase  of  population,  and  iherc> 
fore  there  was  neceuity  for  constant  manufacture.  The 
European  Powera  were  continually  manufacturing'  arms, 
nor  would  they  ever  cease  to  manufacture  them.  If  the 
United  Statea  had  to-day  all  they  needed,  and  could 
keep  every  gun  without  ru«t  or  decay,  twenty  five 
years  hence  we  should  have  only  half  a  supply;  for  the 
population  then  increased  to  that  proportion.  But  in- 
stead of  keeping  every  £un,  one  half  of  them  would  by 
that  time  be  gone.  It  would  not  do  to  quote  the  exam- 
pie  of  Great  Britain,  becaiiie  her  poliey  waa  the  reverse 
of  oura.  She  only  wanted  enough  arms  in  the  hands  of 
her  standing  army  to  shoot  down  her  unarmed  popula- 
tion ibe  moment  they  resisted  any  measure  of  Govern- 
ment. She  read  the  riot  act,  and  then,  if  the  people 
did  not  run,  ten  or  twelve  thousand  oF  them  were  cut 
down.  But  tire  theory  of  our  Government  was  that  the 
nation  waa  to  be  armed.  We  wanted  no  standing  army 
to  cut  down  our  unarmed  population.  The  efficiency 
of  the  Western  militia  wa*  to  be  traced  to  the  habit  of 
handling  arms  in  their  youth.  They  did  not  run  away 
from  an  enemy,  because  ibey  felt  the  conseiouaneaa  that 
they  could  ahoot  as  well  and  belter  than  any  enemy  that 
could  be  brought  against  them.  They  had  not  been 
trained  with  cornstalk*,  and  set  to  handle  a  gun  for  the 
firat  time  when  they  went  into  battle;  and  he  would  say^ 
in  behalf  of  Miaaouri*  that  the  most  acceptable  form  in 
which  thef  could  bealow  on  that  Stale  her  portion  of 
these  accursed  frogs  which  came  up  aa  from  the  river 
of  £g)'pt,  and  spread  themselvea  every  where  and  over 
.  every  thing,  from  the  nuptial  couch  to  the  kneading 
trough,  (lie  referred  to  the  surplus  balances  in  the 
Treasury,)  was  to  establish  amongst  them  an  ample  de- 
pot of  arms. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  waa  very  happy  to  hear  so  frank  an 
■Toiral  from  the  Senator  from  Miaaouri  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  had  observed  when  last  up,  that  the  object  of 
the  bill  was  to  get  rid  of  a  part  of  the  surplus  revenue 
in  the  Treasury.  As  lo  the  argument  derived  from  the 
fact  that  the  Government  obtained  a  portion  of  its  supply 
from  private  facturiee,  all  that  was  easily  explained. 
These  factories  were  old  establishments,  which  had  been 
gotten  up  by  their  proprietors  expressly  on  the  faith  of 
the  Governmeni;  and  they  were  in  practice  as  really 
public  establishments  as  the  armories  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  Government  had  been  obliged  to  take  enough 
from  these  individuals  to  keep  their  establishments  from 
ruin,  and  that  wasithe  aole  reason  for  the  item  quoted  by 
the  Senator  from  the  returns.  The  two  armories  we 
already  possessed  were  capable  of  turning  out  20,000 
stands  of  arms  a  year;  and  now  it  was  proposed  lo  erect 
a  third*  while  tbe  actual  consumption  waa  but  between 
one  and  two  thousand  atanda  annually.  There  was  one 
source  of  consumption  which  could  not  be  avoided;  but, 
inatead  of  being  an  at^ument  for  the  manuftcture,  it 
waa  a  strong  argument  sgainat  the  unneeeasary  muttt- 
plicalion  of  arms;  and  that  was,  their  decay  while  lying 
in  bnxea.  The  larger  the  amount  on  band,  the 
greater  waa  tbia  source  of  decay.   Tbe  country  had 


already  between  700.000  and  800,000,  whidi  had  cost 
it  ten  millions  of  dolUr*.  besides  a  large  amount  of  cipi- 
tal  invested  in  magazines;  so  that  the  total  annual  inl^- 
est  waa  little,  if  any  thing,  abort  of  a  million  of  dolbis. 
As  to  the  arming  of  our  people,  ibis  bill  did  not  prtqxne 
to  put  a  single  gun  into  the  hands  of  a  single  man.  But 
for  what  purpose  waa  so  large  an  amount  needed'  It 
muat  be  either  lo  arm  the  Government  against  the  pee- 
pit,  or  to  fight  aoMe  foreign  enemy.  He  trusted  w 
people  did  not  want  them  to  cut  each  other's  tkrosti. 
He  repeated  that  the  expenditure  was  useleisj  itntit 
went  to  produce  an  accumubfion  of  what  wu  alresd; 
accumulated,  and  waa  merely  a  contrivance  to  keep  the 
money  from  the  States. 

The  debate  was  furtlier  continued  by  Hcfsrs.  BEN- 
TON and  CALHOUN,  each  of  them  tnsiilii«  on  tbe 
ground  already  taken,  and  endeavoring  fuithet  to 
strengthen  their  respective  positions. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  then  addressed  the  Senate  ufollovt; 
I  fchall  vote  against  the  bill)  perhaps  it  may  be  neceisirr 
to  suggest  some  of  the  reasons  that  govern  me.  1  know 
the  bill  contains  a  proposition  to  build  an  arxnal  in  ibe 
State  from  whence  I  comr;  and.sofsraalhjtgoes.lliHe 
no  objection  to  that  part  of  the  bill,  for  ibe  n'o'^T^ 
will  cost  it  would  be  very  acceptable  lo  have  expended 
there.  But  the  question  is,  are  the  arsenals  and  Wbo- 
ries  contained  in  the  bill  neccesary?  If  more  arms  are 
needed,  is  it  neceiury  to  build  more  armories'^  We 
can  readily  contract  for  the  manufacture,  withoot  incur- 
ring the  expense  of  all  the  outlays  nrces«ary  for  art;- 
ing  on  the  making  of  armsi  the  privite  manuftctareis 
will  make  them  cheaper  than  the  United  Stales  esa. 
We  get  them  now,  it  is  believed,  at  a  leas  price  by  con- 
tract from  the  private  armories  than  they  coat  at  our  •^ 
mories,  without  taking  into  conaideration  tbe  ianBeme 
outlays  of  the  esUblishmen:^  and  the  interest  sndcoM 
of  keeping  them  in  repair.  Sir,  who  are  we  loarn. 
The  militia  of  tbe  Stales,  your  own  cltiiens.  Then, 
let  the  arms  be  within  iheir  reach  and  under  their  owo 
care.  Tbe  practice  now  ia  to  deliver  lo  the  ttTtw 
Stale!  the  arms  when  made,  and  the  Staiea  take  csre  of 
them  without  further  coat  or  trouble  on  the  psrt  of  the 
United  States:  and,  whenever  needed,  they  are  si  tbe 
command  of  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of  the  Stttfi 
lo  be  used  at  their  discretion.  But  if  we  buiW  tntntv, 
we  must  have  ofiicers  to  take  charge  and  care  of  thcni 
and  when  the  arma  are  required  by  any  exigencies  oi 
the  Stale,  the  Governor  or  commander  must  go  toyow 
corporal  or  aergeant,  who  may  have  charge  Of  yw  «** 
nal,  and  beg  him  to  loan  those  arma  for  the  po^P****? 
needed.  Now,  atr,  1  am  opposed  to  ibati  1  1* 
place  the  States  in  such  a  predicamenti  I  will  give  tae 
States  the  arma,  and  if  they  will  na4  take  care  of  tbe^ 
why,  then  I  would  not  give  tbem  any  more;  thercfoKt  I 
am  for  letting  things  remain  u  they  now  are,  withoatfiB* 
ther  legislation. 

The  queation  being  at  length  taken  on  the  e«F^ 
ment  of  tbe  bill,  it  was  decided,  by  yeaa  and  nay^  •» 
lows: 

YiAS— Hestrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Buchansn, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kiag  «< 
Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Morris,  Houton,  Nicbolas,  NriMi 
Norvell,  Page,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  TallmMT' 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  White.  Wright— 26, 

Naxa— Measra.  Calhoun.  Clay,  Clayton,  Criltendea, 
King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Moore,  Parker,  PrenlM 
Preaton,  Swift— 11.  . 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engroaaed  fur  a  ibN 
reading. 

TBADE  WITH  BELGIUM. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Foreifi 
Refaitloos^  moved  that  th«  fiMiafeeoi^der4liiU  bmW 
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House,  reipectin^  the  dutiei  on  Belgian  veneli  »nd  their 
ctn^OM.    The  btll  having  been  taken  up, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  briefly  expltined  iU  object.  By 
the  act  of  1834,  this  GoTerament  had  offered  tp  all  na- 
ttona  to  receive  their  products  in  their  own  vesseli  on 
the  aame  terms  as  they  should  receive  our  products  in 
our  vessels.  Holland  had  refused  these  ternts,  and  im- 
posed a  discriminating  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  in  favor  of 
their  own  vessels.  We  might,  according  to  the  princi- 
plea  of  that  act,  have  done  tlie  same,  as  a  countervaiting 
nieuure,  in  favor  of  our  own  narigalimii  but  as,  not- 
wUhitUiding  the  doty  of  ten  per  cent.,  our  own  naviga- 

Stion  continued  to  enjoy  almost  the  whole  of  the  trade 
tween  Holland  and  the  United  Stales,  nothing  further 
was  done,  and  the  vessels  of  Holland  were  allowrd  to 
enter  our  ports  on  the  same  lerros  with  our  own.  This 
was  before  the  separation  of  Belgium  from  Hollandi  but 
after  that  spparation,  on  the  vessels  of  Belgium  present- 
ing themselves  for  the  first  time  in  our  ports,  a  discrimi- 
nating duty  wH  demanded  of  tbem,  although  none  was 
demanded  from  Dutch  ships.  As  this  seemed  a  hard- 
ship, tile  present  bill  bad  been  Introduced,  in  order  lo 
put  Belgian  vessels  on  the  same  footing  with  those  of 
Holland.  A  proviso,  however,  was  inserted  in  the  bill, 
empowering  the  President,  wlienever  circumstances 
should,  in  bis  opinion,  render  it  expedient,  to  enforce 
the  act  of  1824  agsinst  both  Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels. 

Mr.  CLAY  further  explained  the  case,  confirming  the 
statements  made  by  Hr.  BircHAirAir,  of  whom,  however, 
he  inquired  whether  information  had  been  obtained  by 
htm  as  to  the  present  proportion  between  Dutch  and 
Aircrican  navigation  employed  in  the  trade  with  Hoi* 
land,  as,  in  1835,  it  appeared  that  the  Dutch  were  rather 
gaining  upon  us. 

Hr.  BUCHANAN  replied  that  be  bad  not.  but  would 
make  the  inquiry  at  the  Department;  and  have  the  fads 
ready  by  to-morrow. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  f  he  Senate,  and  ordered 
to  iti  third  reading. 

BURNING  OP  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Tlie  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GRUNDY,  then  took 
up  the  bill  lo  alter  and  amend  the  act  for  (he  punialiment 
of  certain  crimes  againat  the  United  Stales. 

The  bill  having  been  read, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  it  miglit  be  owing,  perhaps,  tn 
part  to  his  Pennsylvania  principles,  or  prejudices,  if  gen* 
tlemen  would  have  it  so,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
infliction  of  the  punishment  of  death  for  any  crime  but 
murder  in  the  first  degree;  in  which  case,  the  Divine 
precept  ordained  that  "  whosoever  sheddeth  man's 
blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed."  The  insertion 
of  a  capital  punishment  often  operated,  practically,  to 
jwoduce  the  acquittal  of  ofTendera. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  was  aware  that  such  opinions  were  en- 
tertained by  manyi  but  he  could  net  subscribe  to  them. 
We  pun'shed  treason  capitally,  which  was  a  departure 
from  this  rule.  He  thought  that  the  burning  of  the  Cap. 
iiol  or  of  one  of  the  Departments  was  an  enormity  so 
great  that  nothhig  short  oF  death  was  a  suitable  punish- 
ment. It  was  calculated  to  strike  a  terror  which  noth- 
ing else  would.  A  mere  penitentiary  puniaboKnt  would 
have  but  little  effect  upon  that  class  of  roiscreanti  who 
would  be  likely  to  commit  such  a  crime. 

Mr.  PRENTISS  suggested,  as  an  amendment,  the  sub- 
stitution of  confinement  at  hard  labor  for  a  teim  not 
more  than  twenty  nor  less  than  five  years. 

Hr.  BUCHANAN  denied  that  the  inflictian  of  death 
for  treason  was  a  departure  from  the  principle  he  bad 
quoted;  on  the  contrary,  treaion  involved  murder  on  a 
most  extensive  scale. 

Mr.  TIPTON  opposed  the  amendment.  It  WM  pos- 
^ble  lome  juries  might  acquit,  (rem  reluctauce  to  inflict 
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capital  punishment;  but  he  thouglil  the  evil  would,  on  the 
whole,  be  greater  if  It  should  be  omitted  in  the  law.  It 
was  merited  by  the  crime,  and  would  terrify  where  les- 
ser punishment  would  have  little  impression. 

Mr.  SWIPT  suggested  to  his  colleague  [Hr.  Pixv- 
Tiss]  to  modify  the  smendment,  so  u  to  extend  the  pun- 
ishment to  confinement  for  life;  but  Hr.  P.  fleclined. 
When  the  questicm  being  put,  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YxAs— Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Moore, 
Niles,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Swift,  Walker— 9. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Ckyton,  Cutbbert, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
Geoi^ia,  Knight,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Page,  Parker,  Ruggle^ 
Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  White,  Wright— 2L 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  suggested  a  similar  objection  to 
punishing  with  death  an  accessary  before  the  fact. 

Mr.  GRUNDY  thought  that,  in  a  case  like  that  of 
burning  one  of  the  Departments,  the  man  who  was  the 
most  deeply  involved  in  guilt  was  not  the  individual  who 
for  hire  actually  set  fire  to  the  building,  but  those  who 
employed  htm;  and  If  the  punishment  of  death  should 
be  commuted  at  all,  it  ought  rather  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
actual  incendiary,  who  might  be  an  ignorant  black,  or  a 
man  tempted  by  poverty. 

Mr.  PARKER  had  voted  to  retain  death  in  the  bill,  aa 
a  punishment  to  the  incendiary;  but  he  could  not  agree 
to  extend  it  to  accessaries.  The  criminal  law  in  all 
countries  made  a  dbtinetion  in  the  grade  of  punishment. 
The  principle  was  laid  down  by  the  best  writer^  and 
was  founded  both  in  juslice  and  policy- 
Mr.  GRUNDY  referred  to  the  common  law,  as  to 
many  cases  knowing  no  such  distinction;  nor  was  it  rec- 
ognised by  the  laws  of  most  of  the  States  of  this  Union. 

Hr.  BUCHANAN  deprecated  all  reference  to  the 
common  law  of  England,  which  was  literally  a  code  of 
blood.  As  many  as  four  hundred  different  offences  were 
punishable  with  death  in  England.  He  hoped  never  to 
see  such  a  system  taken  as  a  precedent  by  this  country. 

The  smendment  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  CriUenden,  Knight, 
Moore,  Niles,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Walk- 
er—11. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Clayton,  Fulton, 
Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
L'tnn,  Nicholas,  Rugglen,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  White,  Wright— 17. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the  question 
being  on  its  engrossment, 

Mr.  CLAYTON  objected  to  the  insertion  of  any  lim- 
itation of  time  in  reference  to  a  crime  ef  this  magnitude. 
As  murder,  and  treason,  and  arson,  were  exempted  from 
the  operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  the  burning  of 
pubic  buildings  of  the  United  Slates  ought  to  take  the 
same  course.  He  moved  to  amend  the  biH  by  inserting 
a  clause  to  that  effect]  but  it  was  rejected,  as  was  also 
a  motion  of  Hr.  Rosolxs  to  strike  out  the  second  sec- 
tion, containing  the  limitation  clauses;  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  as  fullows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Clayton,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Nicholas,  Page,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  White,  Wright— 18. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Moore, 
Niles,  Parker,  Prenlisf,  Itubinsoo,  Southard,  Walker— 10. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


TOISDATt  Febboaxt  14. 
CUMBF.RLAND  ROAD. 
On  motion  of  Hr.  HENDRICKS,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bilMbr  the  continuatitm 
of  the  Cumberland  ri)^Jfb^i^(ln4)^fi4@l>a(>i>- 
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Mr.  NORVBLL  moved  lo  »mend  l)ie  bill  by  annexing 
B  praviiion  Tar  the  conitructiun  of  Cicruin  roads  in  Micbi- 
gin. 

After  debute,  by  Hfun.  TIPTON,  NOKVELL, 
YON,  HENDRICKS,  PRESTON,  and  EWING  of 
*>hio,  the  imrndment  was  lust:  Yeas  9,  nays  27. 

Mr.  CLAY,  afier  a  few  remarkain  favor  of  only  gra- 
ding the  road,  and  against  liastening  its  progress  by  the 
appointment  of  an  extra  number  of  agents  and  officeri, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  second  and  third  sections  of  the 
bill,  which  provide  for  such  appointments. 

Aner  debate,  by  Messrs.  HENDRICKS,  CI.AT,  tnd 
TIPTON. 

Mr.  TIPTON  moved  to  amend  the  second  section  by 
requiring  that  the  appointment  of  agenta  and  officeri  by 
the  President  should  foe  made  by  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  Senitei  which  amendment  prevailed. 

Mr.  EWING.  of  Olt'm,  moved  to  amend  the  second 
section  by  allowing  e»ch  auperintendeiit  only  two  assist' 
ants,  at  t  fixed  compensation  of  three  dollars  per  day 
far  their  tervieea,  instead  of  a  salary  in  the  discretion  of 
the  President  or  the  Department.  The  amendments 
were  adopted. 

The  question  recurring  on  striking  out  the  second  and 
third  sections  of  the  bill,  it  was  discussed  by  Mesiri. 
PRESTON,  HENDHICKS,  and  CLAY,  and  carried  in 
the  aBirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays  s*  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  Cutlibert,  Kent,  Ring  of  Alabama,  King  of 
Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  McKean,  Moore,  Norvell,  Par- 
ker, Prentiss,  Prestnn,  Rives,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange, 
Swift,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  While— 26. 

N&xs — Messrs.  Benton,  Ewing  of  Illinois  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Linn,  Morris,  Nich- 
olas, Niles,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Txllmadge,  Tip. 
ton.  Wall.  Wrighl~17. 

Mr.  CLAY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  requiring  thit 
the  road  in  Illinois  should  not  be  stoned  or  gravelled,  un- 
less at  a  cost  not  exceeding  the  nverage  exnense  of  do- 
ing it  in  Ohio  and  Indianai  which  amendment,  after  de- 
■bate  by  Messrs.  EWING,  of  Illinois,  and  CLAY,  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of 
Ihe  bill  by  reducing  the  appropriation  for  Indiana  from 
4100,000 10  $50,000,  on  the  ground  that  $80,000  remain- 
ed unexpended. 

After  debate,  by  Messrs.  HENDRTCK8,  PRESTON, 
TIPTON,  BENTON,  WALKER,  and  CLAY, 

Mr.  NORVELL  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  Ihe  tabi;; 
which  motion  was  negatived,  as  follows: 

Yxas — Meesrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon,  Norvell,  Par- 
ker, Prentiss,  Preston,  Ituggles,  Strange,  Walker, 
•White--15. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Clay,  Clayton,  Cuth- 
bert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fuhon,  Grundy, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Nitea, 
Kobbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift, 
Tall madge, Tipton,  Wi.ll,  Wright— 26. 

The  question  on  Mr.  PasBToii'a  amendment  was  then 
Iried,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YiAs— Mesan.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Clayton,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon, 
Miles,  Norvell,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives,  Rur- 
.gles,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Walker,  Wall, 
White— 23. 

Nits — Messrs.  Benton,  Culhbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendrickn,  Hubbard, 
Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Robbins,  Uubinsun,  Sevier,  Tall- 
madge,  Tipton,  Wright— 17- 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by 
reducing  the  appropriation  for  Ohio  from  $290,000  to 
$00,000,  the  balance  on  hand  being  $100,000{  which  mo* 


lif^n,  after  deba'e  by  Heasn.  EWING  of  Ohio,  PRES- 
TON WALKER,  ROBINSON,  LINN,  and  NORVELL, 
was  carried  in  Ihe  affirmative,  as  fullowi: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Drown,  Calhoun, Cl»y, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Kent,  King  of  AUbams,  KinR  oT 
Georgia,  Lyon,  Moore,  Niles,  Norvell.  Parker,  Prentin 
Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Spence,  Strange, 
Swift,  Walker,  Wall,  White— 26. 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Iffiai^ 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbiri, 
Knight.  Linp,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nichdas,  Robbing  Rok. 
inson,  Sevier,  Tallnnadge,  Tipton,  Wright— 19. 

Mr.  PRESTON  alao  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  re- 
ducing the  appropriation  for  Illinois,  so  lint  the  vbole 
amount  to  be  expended  would  he  $130,000;  vbieh  mo- 
tion prevailed,  as  follcns: 

YiAS— Messrs.  Bsyard,  Black,  Brown,  Calhotin,  Cuf, 
Clayton,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Kint^ofGeorgis,  Lyon, 
Moore,  Ntles.  Norvell,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  ttve^ 
Rugglet.  Soothanl,  Spence,  Strange,  Swift,  Walker, 
Wall.  White— 35. 

Nits— Messrs.  Benton,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Iltinon, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Vulton,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Knight, 
Linn,  Morris,  Moulon,  Nicholas,  Bobbin",  Robinson,  Se- 
vier, Tallmadgr,  Tipton,  Wright— 18. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding,  u 
a  proviso  to  the  first  section,  that  no  pi^  of  the  moDey 
appropriated  by  the  bill  should  be  pud  out  of  Ihe  Trcsi- 
ury  of  the  United  Slates,  but  out  of  the  fund  herctofiiTe 
granted  to  OWo,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  for  the  purpase  ol 
the  bill. 

After  debate,  by  Mess-a.  WALKER,  NILES,  sod 
CLAY,  the  amendment  was  lost,  by  the  following  vole: 

YsAB- Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  King  of  Als- 
bama.  King  of  Geonjis.  Lyon,  Moore,  Norvell,  Ptf* 
ker.  Preston,  Rives.  Hugglo.  Strange.  Walker,  Wsl^ 
White— 16. 

Nats— Messrs,  Bayard,  Bentor,  Clay,  Clsytor,  Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohro, 
Fulton,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Lmn,  Horri),  Mou- 
ton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Soatt 
ard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomliwon, 
Wright— 27. 

Mr.  NORVELL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  ilnk-nf 
out  that  portion  of  It  which  required  the  .money  to  be 
repaid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  State*,  froi" 
fund  granted  to  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  by  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  CLAY,  disspproTiof 
the  provision  proposed  to  be  stricken  out,  ai  dcceptire, 
the  motion  to  strike  out  wis  carried  in  the  affirmalire,  u 
followsr 

Ykas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Cbjr, 
CInyton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  King  of  Alibsiw,  K"* 
of  Georgia,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Psr«^ 
Preston,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Strange,  W»ikw. 
White— 22.  , 

Nats— Messrs.  Benton,  Ewing  of  Illinois  E»mr  o> 
Ohio,  Pulion,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicbo- 
las,  Niles,  Robinson,  Sevier.  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton. 
Wright~16. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  Ihe  provision  m« 
former  act,  requiring  a  conttiuous  construction  of  iw 
road,  was  bv  this  bill  repealed.  . 

The  bill,  "with  the  amendments,  was  reported  totD* 
Senate. 

Mr.  EWING  moved  to  amend  ihe  bill  so  aa  to  appW- 
priate  $150,000  fo>  Ohii^  $135,000  for  IndUna.  soo 
$100,000  for  Illinois.  „^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  and  by  conieiit, "« 
message  of  the  Pmident  received  to-day,  in 
the  seiiure  of  slaves  by  the  autjwcities  of  Bermuds,  w 
wiib  the  documeiitscpfe^^bf(gPig»g{e 
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After  a  few  remark!)  on  Mr.  Ewms'i  amendment, 
UttMn.  BAYAHD  and  PRB3T0N, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


Wedhsidat,  Fkbsdahi  15. 
BUllNING  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  or  1790,  fur  the 
punishment  of  eerlain  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
bein^  taken  up— 

Mr.  PRENTISS  uid  he. was  so  much  opposed,  in 
principle,  to  the  provisioni  of  the  bill,  the  punishment 
impoeed  by  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  of  bo  sanguinary  a 
character,  so  much  beliind  the  apiril  of  the  age,  tliai  he  felt 
constrained  to  resist  it,  and  record  hit  name  against  it  in 
every  stage  of  its  progress.  The  bill  not  only  inflicts  the 
punishment  of  death  upon  any  person  who  shall  mati- 
ciotuly  bum,  nr  procure,  command,  counsel,  or  advise  any 
one  to  burn,  any  public  building,  but  it  contains  no  lim- 
itation upon  the  prosecution  of  )he  offence;  so  thst  a 
person  may  be  arraigned  and  tried  at  any  distance  of 
time,  however  remote,  when  he  may  be  wholly  unable, 
lapse  of  time,  to  avail  himself  of  the  testimony  necessary 
for  his  defence.  It  was  to  be  further  observed  that  the 
bill  was  not  confined  to  the  burning  of  the  public  offices, 
containing  the  public  records,  but  extended  to  the  burn- 
ing of  any  public  building,  such  as  an  engine-house,  a 
wood'house,  or  even  a  watch-house. 

Tfae  punishment,  under  the  existing  laws,  was  confine- 
meat  to  bard  labor,  and  but  one  instance  of  Ibe  commis- 
sion of  the  offence  had  occurred  in  half  m  century.  We 
were  iwir  about  to  change  the  law,  and  substitute  tiie 
punishment  of  death  for  confinement  at  hard  Ubori  and 
we  were  doing  this  at  a  time  when  England  and  many 
other  Governments  in  Europe  were  engaged  in  reform- 
ing and  amelioraiiog  their  criminal  code.  The  bill  put 
the  offence  on  the  same  grade  with  murder  and  treason, 
tbe  highest  crimes  known  to  law. 

Tbe  object  of  punishment  was  ilie  prevention  of 
crimei  and  ill  experience  allowed  that  the  ceitainly  of 
puoishment  was  much  more  efTeclual  than  tbe  severity  of 
punishment  in  the  prevention  of  crime.  The  burning 
of  ■  public  building  was  undoubtedly  a  very  high  offence, 
but  it  was  well  known  that  (he  difficulty  of  conviction  was 
always  increased  in  propoition  as  the  punishment  was 
aggravated.  If  there  was  absolute  certainty  in  human 
testimony,  the  objrction  to  tlie  bill  might  not  be  so 
strong;  but  tbe  reverse  was  true,  for  the  history  of  crim- 
inal trials  diowed  that  many  innocent  persons  had  been 
conTicted  and  executed.  Mr.  P.  was  opposed  to  the 
bill  on  the  great  principlea  of  justice  and  humanity  i  be 
was  opposed  to  it  as  destroying  all  just  distinctions  be- 
tween primes,  as  inflicting  a  punisliment  vastly  dispro- 
portionate to  the  offence,  and  altogether  inconsistent 
with  the  general  spirit  of  our  criminal  ct^e;  and  he  felt 
cuDpelled  to  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  bill  was  iben  passed,  by  the  following  vole: 

Yus— Messrs.  Bayard,  Beaton,  Black,  Clay,  Cla)ton, 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton.  Gruiidy,  Hub- 
bard, King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon, 
Morris,  Huuton,  Nicholas,  Nurvell,  Page,  Preston,  Rub- 
bins,  Buggies,  Sevier,  Strange,  TallmaOge,  Tipton, 
White,  Wrght— 29. 

Nais — Meurs.  Buchanan,  Davis,  Ewtng  of  Illinois, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  McKean,  Moore,  Niles,  Paiker, 
Prentis",  Hives,  Hubinsor,  Southard,  Swift,  Walker, 
Wall,  Webfcter— 17. 

THADB  WITH  BELGIUM. 

The  bill  respecting  the  discriminating  duties  on.  Dutch 
and  Belgian  vessels  and  tbeir  cargoes  con>ing  up  on  its 
passsge— 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that,  when  this  bill  was  before 


the  Senate  yesterday,  he  had  promised  to  ascertain  from 
the  Department  the  comparative  stale  of  the  Dutch  and 
American  tonnage,  as  employed  in  the  Holland  trade 
during  the  past  year.  He  had  done  so;  and  it  appeared 
from  the  result  that  the  amount  of  Dutch  tonnage  was 
increasing  rapidly  on  tlie  American.  He  did  not  know 
whetlier  this  was  owing  to  the  discriminating  duty  im- 
posed by  the  Dutch  Government  in  favor  of  their  own 
vessels  in  Dutch  port?,  or  not;  but  if  such  was  the  fact, 
then  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1834  should  be  promptly 
applied  by  the  Executive.  Mr.  B.  then  read  the  fol- 
lowing statement: 

In  the  year  I8S4,  the  amount  of  American  tonnage  in  this 

trade  was  (in  round  numbers)         17,000  tons. 
In  1835,      .         .         .  15,000 
in  1836,      -         .  -        ■  8,500 
while  the  amounts  of  Dutch  tonnage,  on  the  contrary, 
had  prnporlionably  diminished. 

Ill  18o4,  the  Dutch  tonnage  was   1,651  tons. 
In  IS35,      -         -         -  3,058 
In  1836.      -         -         -  5,401 

Mr.  CLAY  said  that,  when  we  saw.  fur  thr^  succes« 
sive  years,  a  regular  diminution  of  Americsn*onDBge, 
and  a  regular  increase  of  the  competing  foreign  tonnage, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  both  results  proceemd 
from  a  common  cause.  The  act  of  1834  proceeded  on 
tbe  ftfinciple  of  entire  and  perfect  reciprocity.  That 
principle  had  been-  departed  from  by  the  Government 
of  Holland,  while  Belgium  was  in  union  with  Holland. 
There  was  much  reason  to  believe  that  tbe  present  rel- 
ative condition  of  the  navigation  of  America  and  of 
Holland  was  the  resist  of  that  departure.  Under  those 
circumstances,  it  seemed  that,  though  the  Senate  could 
not  well  refuse  to  pass  the  present  bill,  which  did  noth- 
ing but  put  Holland  and  Belgium  on  the  same  footing, 
the  Executive  was  bound  to  enforce  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of.  1834  to  both  Governments.  He  trusted  this 
would  be  done. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  who  had  not  been  present  when  tbe  bill 
was  introduced,  was  desirous  that  the  bill  should  lie  over 
for  one  day,  in  order  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  look  a  little  into  the  returns  stating  the  existing  con- 
dition of  the  trade,  with  a  view  of  judging  of  the  true 
cause  of  the  present  state  of  things.  Possibly  this  act 
might  be  construed  as  an  evidence  that  this  Government 
was  prepared  to  extend  the  relaxation  of  the  provistona 
oflhe  act  of  1824,  though  he  was  very  sure  the  Senator 
who  introduced  the  bill  had  no  such  intention. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  concurred  in  the  views  expressed 
by  tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  explained  Ibat  tbe 
proviso  in  this  bill  had  been  introduced  with  an  express 
view  to  enable  the  President,  to  apply  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  1824  to  both  Holland  and  Uelgium. 

Mr.  CUTHBELRT  contended  that  ti>e  true  standard  by 
which  to  judge  of  tbe  existing  indulgence  to  Holland 
was  not  the  immediate  effect  of  it  on  the  eomparativo 
navigation  of  the  two  countries,  but  its  effect  as  an  ex- 
ample and  a  precedent,  which  was  likely  to  induce  other 
nations  to  pursue  the  same  course  which  had  been  adopt- 
ed by  the  Dutch  Government. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  tbe  bill  was  passed. 

CUMBERLAND  UOAD. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  fiirther  conrideration  of 
the  bill  tu  continue  the  Cumberhind  road  in  Ibe  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois. 

*0n  motion  of  Mr.  CLAY,  the  appropriations  were  so 
amended  as  to  allow  Ohio  $190,000  in  addition  to  the 
unexpended  balance,  Indiana  $100,000,  and  Illinois 
$100,000]  making  an  aggregate  of  |390,000,  besides  un- 
expended balances. 

The  remaining  amendments,  made>uLii]uGodimillee  of 
the  Whole,  were  seveitil^  4»Mihftr«VHV^mcr  nre- 
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newal  of  the  foimer  diacussions,  were  tdopted  inSen- 
Bte. 

On  otoiion  of  Mr.  CLAT.  the  bill  wat  further  unend' 
cd  by  tddlfi);  «  proTuo  to  the  end  of  the  first  MCtion,  re* 
quiring  that  the  construction  of  the  road  should  be  let 
out,  in  suitable  lectioni^  after  due  notice^  <o  tbe  lowest 
bidder*. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  ihird  section  of 
tbe  bill  by  inKrting:  a  disclaimer  of  the  faith  of  Govern- 
ment being  pledf^ed  by  this  bill  to  do  any  thing  further 
in  tbe  conatruction  or  rppatr  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

After  debate,  the  amendment  was  lost,  as  follows: 

Tus— Hetsn.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Geoi^is,  Lyon,  Moore,  Nor- 
▼ell.  Page,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Strange,  Walker, 
Wall,  White— ir. 

Naxs— HeBsrt.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  lllmots,  Ewing  of  Ohio, 
Fulton,  Hendricka,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  Morris,  Rob- 
bins,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wright— 23. 

The  bUl  was  then  ordered  to  ba  engrossed  f«r  a  third 
reading,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  tbe  call  of  Mr.  NORVELL, 
as  follows: 

TiAB — Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clay,  Crittenden, 
Cutbbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Fsge,  Bobbins,  Ru^gles,  Sevier,  Southard,  Spence, 
Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wright— 35. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Cla>ton, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Geo^a,  Lyon, 
Moor^  Norvell,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Rives, 
Stnmge.  Walker,  Wall,  White- 18. 

PAY  OF  VOLUNTEERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  to  make  compensation  to  the 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  volunteers,  who  were  dit- 
diarged  without  being  called  into  service. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  tbe  bill  by  allowing 
tbe  above  volunteers  one  month's  psy. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  amend  this  amendment  by 
striking  out  one  month,  and  inseriing  three  mnntliti. 

Afterdebate,  by  Messrs.  PRESTON,  CRITTENDEN, 
GRUNDY,  WHITE,  and  WRIGHT,  Mr.  Wuitb's 
amendment  was  tried  and  lost. 

Tbe  amendment  of  Mr.  Biirroir,  allowing  one  month's 
pay,  was  tlicn  carried,  without  a  division. 

On  motions  of  Messrs.  MOORE  and  WALKER,  the 
names  of  Alabama  and  Miuissippi  were  annexed  to  those 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  CRITTENDKN  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  confining  the  compensation  to  those  volunteers  whose 
services  were  accepted.    Carried:  Ayea  16,  noes  10. 

Tbe  bilif  with  tbe  amendments,  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrasied  for  a  third  reading. 

Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 

TacHsoAT,  FsaBCABT  16. 
INCREASE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Tbe  bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment  of  the 
United  States  being  at  its  third  reading,  and  tbe  queaiii^n 
being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  demanded  tbe  yw  and  naya^  end 
they  were  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  in  op- 
position to  the  bill,  not,  however,  a^  he  said,  with  the 
least  hope  of  preventing  its  passsge;  there  was  money  in 
the  Treasury,  snd  it  must  be  spent)  and  this  he  knew 
would  prove,  with  many  gentlemen,  a  reason  why  the 
bill  must  pass.  Yet,  bearing  a  certain  relation  to  this 
braoeb  gf  our  eata^liahment,  be  felt  called  upon  to  say  a 


few  words,  and  tbey  should  be  vtry  few.  He  couUut 
assent  to  the  bill.  The  object  it  proposed  w«s  nielea, 
and  a  good  deal  more  than  useless.  TIte  bill  proposed 
to  increase,  our  existing  military  establishmtnl,  h  s 
peace  establishment,  too,  by  tbe  addition  of  5,500  oks, 
making  tbe  aggregate  amount  of  the  army  over  1%000 
men,  and  augmenting  the  expense  of  its  maintenance  Iqr 
a  milhon  and  a  half  or  two  millions  of  dolliirs.  Was  this 
necessary?  He  contended  that  it  was  not,  and  that  thoc 
never  was  a  time  when  there  was  so  little  necessity  fora 
measure  of  this  cbaractcr.  Abroad  we  were  at  peace 
with  all  tbe  world)  and  as  to  Mexico,  be  believed  mp» 
lleiMn  seriouily  contemplated  that  we  were  to  get*  vsr 
with  ber.  Never  bad  there  been  a  time  vben  so  little 
force  was  necessary  to  put  our  Indian  relations  upon  tbe 
safest  footing.  Our  Indian  frontier  hai*,  vitbin  a  few 
years,  been  contracted  lo  one  half  its  former  diiDeniioni, 
it  had  formerly  reached  from  Detroit  all  the  way  round  t« 
the  mouth  of  the  St  Hai;y*s,in  Georgia-,  w  liereas,  at  pteiesl; 
its  utmost  extent  was  Irom  St.  Peter's  to  the  Red  river. 
To  guard  th>s  frontier,  the  Government  bad  ninei^ 
ments  of  artillery,  aevenof  infantry,  and  two  of  drsgooai. 
Ae  would  submit  to  every  one  to  say  whether  sncb  a  Km 
could  not  be  amply  defended  b^  such  a  force.  Suppo* 
aing  one  regiment  to  be  slationtd  st  St.  Lou«,  and 
another  at  Baton  Rouge,  there  still  remained  screa 
regiments  to  be  extended  from  St.  Peter's  to  Red  river. 
Supposing  one  of  them  to  be  stationed  at  St.  Peter**, 
one  upon  tbe  Missouri,  one  in  Arkansas,  and  one  upoo 
tbe  Red  river,  there  were  still  three  left  at  tbe  dispoal 
of  the  Government  He  contended  that  this  force  *» 
not  only  tufiicient,  but  ample.  He  should  be  told  tbi 
there  was  a  very  large  ImKan  force  upon  this  frontier. 
That  was  very  true.  But  tbe  larger  that  force  wm,  the 
more  secure  did  it  render  our  poaitiont  provided  the 
Government  appointed  among  them  faithful  Indita 
agents,  who  enjoyed  their  confidence,  and  who  would  be 
sustained  by  the  Governnciit  in  measures  fin- tb^  beat- 
fit.  Of  what  did  this  vast  Indian  force  consist?  In  ibe 
first  place,  there  were  the  Choctaw^  who  bad  rtnorerf 
beyond  the  Mississippi  with  their  ^wn  coDsenti  s  petflt 
alwsys  friendly  to  (his  Government,  and  •faosv^csitit 
was  that  they  had  never  shed,  in  a  hostile  nunner,  one 
drop  of  the  white  man's  blood.  Tbeir  friendship  us 
moreover  secured  by  heavy  annuities,  «hich  muit  St 
once  be  forfeited  by  any  hostile  movement.  M'benerer 
this  was  the  case,  the  Government  possessed  conplett 
control,  by  the  strong  consideration  of  Interest.  Next 
came  the  friendly  Creeks,  who  bad  all  gone  volwisri^ 
to  tbe  west  bank  of  the  river.  Then  came  the  frirndlf 
Cherokees,  who  had  done  the  same  tbingi  and  next  tbe 
Chlckasaws,  whom  we  alto  held  by  heavy  snnniliM-  AH 
this  VBbt  body  of  Indians  were  friendly  toward  tbe  Uiuted 
States,  save  a  little  branch  of  the  Creeksj  and  it  vmM 
be  easy  for  any  prudent  administration,  by  sekctirl 
proper  agents,  and  sustaining  them  in  wise 
keep  the  whole  of  these  people  peaceable  and  in  mw- 
hhip  with  this  Government,  and  Ibey  would  proveim  ef- 
feclust  barrier  against  the  iocuisions  of  the  wild  Imi^I^ 
in  the  prairies  brynml.  But  to  increase  largely  oar  Bl^'^ 
lary  force  would  be  the  most  certain  means  of  prtvokisc 
a  war,  especially  if  improper  agents  were  sent  artwj 
them— political  partisans  and  aelGdi  land  specew^ 
Men  of  this  caat  would  be  tbe  more  boh!  in  tbeir 
ures,  the  more  troops  were  ready  to  sustain 
body  knew  that  Indian  fiircc,  when  Ciirly  opposed  w 
white  in  the  field,  was  as  nothing.  Where  there  «ff«  I* 
swamps  and  fsatnesses,  but  they  had  to  contend  in<» 
open  field,  ll  ey  were  not  more  formidable  than  Mfrr 

Now,  they  were  congregated  in  a  high,  dry,  p""* 
country,  and  in  a  country  of  that  description,  opposrtw 
hone  or  artillery,  they  could  do  ""ibnigj-^^ 

Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  todeDouncrtMMUw"**^ 
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of  extraviganoCt  deti^ned  ch'ieBy  to  expend  the  money 
in  the  Treuury  for  objects  not  only  unnecesnry  but  per* 
aicioui.  lie  went  Into  some  geneni  observations  on  the 
corrupting  tendency  of  the  present  course  of  policy,  and 
then  observed  that  every  change  (hat  had  been  made  in 
the  army  bad  gone  to  destroy  its  taonde.  He  bad  not 
the  least  confidence  (hat  the  proper  maieriel  would  be 
selected  in  the  heatowment  of  the  many  prizes  which 
this  bill  proposed  to  create.  All  must  remember  what 
bad  been  the  history  of  the  regiment  of  dragoons  in  this 
re^wet.  Who  had  been  appointed  to  command  in  that 
eorps.^  In  many  instances  cadets  who  had  been  discharged 
for  mtaconduct  in  the  Military  Academy.  Persons  of  this 
east  bad  been  set  over  those  who  had  gone  through 
the  whole  course  in  that  inslitutioo  in  a  manner  moat 
bichly  creditable.  The  effect  bad  been  demoralizing, 
ana  he  feared  that  the  results  of  (his  bill  would  prove 
■tiil  more  so.  Mr.  C.  then  proceeded  in  a  course  of 
general  objection  to  all  measures  calculated  to  increase 
tbe  powers  of  the  General  Govemmentt  dwelt  on  the 
central  tendency  of  our  syslemt  the  necessity  of  dimin> 
Miing  and  generalizing  the  action  of  this  Government,  as 
•ur  population  increased.  He  compared  the  Government 
to  a  pvtnership.  While  there  were  but  few  partners, 
(he  regulations  mig^it  be  minute  and  particular)  but 
when  they  were  numerous,  and  amounted  to  hundreds, 
the  system  mast  be  more  general* 

Oar  chief  arm  of  defence  was  the  navy.  This  was 
exterior  in  its  disracter,  and  less  dangerous  on  the 
ground  of  patronaget  and  it  would  be  his  policy  to  in> 
cerease  this  arm  of  the  national  force,  and  to  render  it 
rc^MCtable  in  the  eyea  of  foreign  nations.  Then,  this 
GoTCmineBl  needed  a  sound  Judieiary  and  a  well-regu- 
hted  Post  Office  i  and  beyond  this  he  Would  not  advance 
one  inch.  He  concluded  by  remarks  of  a  general  char- 
•eter  on  tbe  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  determma- 
tkm  to  expend  (be  surplus  that  it  might  not  be  returned 
to  the  people. 

Mr.  BENrOM  replied  to  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  CAteoev,]  and  conf^ratuUted  himself  on 
the  easy  task  which  he  had  to  perform  in  answering  all 
bb  objections  to  this  bilit  fur  he  bsd  nothing  to  do  but 
to  bring  the  gentleman  who  was  Secretary  at  War  under 
Mr.  Monroe's  administration,  1u  answer  the  gentleman 
who  was  now  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  State  of 
South  Carolina.  The  quondam  Secretary  would  answer 
tbe  Senator  most  completely  ;  and  to  enable  the  Sen* 
ate  to  make  the  full  application  of  what  he  should  read, 
be  would  first  remind  them  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  former  Secretary  at  War  had  made  the  re- 
port, which  waa  now  to  be  produced  as  an  answer  to  the 
Senator's  speech. 

It  would  be  remembered,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  that  at  (he 
close  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  war  rstab- 
U^raent  of  the  army  was  reduced  to  a  peace  establish. 
ment,  and  that  this  peace  establishment  was  still  fur(ber 
reduced  in  1831,  when  the  Tressury,  from  a  dream  of 
inexhaustible  surplus  revenue  in  which  it  had  been  in- 
dulging for  a  few  years,  was  suddenly  waked  up  to  the 
reality  of  empty  eoRera,  unavailable  funds,  and  unrelia- 
ble resources.  The  ^gregste  of  the  peace  establuh- 
Mnt  of  1815  was  13,6SI5.  In  the  year  1818  it  was  pro- 
posed in  Congress  to  reduce  that  numbert  and  to  enable 
membera  to  act  with  full  information  on  the  subject,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  then  happening  to  be  the  present 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  now  objecting  to  this  bill, 
was  called  npon  to  report  whether,  with  safety  to  the 
pablic  service,  any  reduction  could  be  msdr;  either  in 
die  rank  and  file  of  the  army,  or  in  the  general  staff,  or 
in  the  expense  of  the  estsbliirtiment  itself.  The  Secre- 
tary answered  upon  all  three  pointst  and  it  so  bsppens 
that  be  has  spoken  to  the  same  three  points  Ihts  day.  He 
has  objected  to  this  bill  because  it  increases  the  rank 


and  file,  because  it  increases  the  general  staff,  snd  be- 
cause it  increases  tlie  expense  of  the  army.  It  also  fur- 
ther so  happens  that  hia  report  and  hia  speech  are  not 
only  on  (he  same  subject,  but  actually  oq  the  same 
measure!  for  the  peace  establidiment  of  1815  was 
authorized  b^  a  taw  which  retained  a  force  of  13,656 
men)  and  this  bill  is  to  raise  the  present  force  of  the 
army  to  about  13,500.  The  two  establishments,  then« 
are  practically  the  samet  the  object  of  the  present  bill 
is  to  revive  the  establishment  of  1815,  with  some  dtmi* 
nution  in  the  general  siafT,  but,  as  establibhmenis,  they 
may  be  considered  as  (he  same.  Tl>e  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  CaLHOus]  oppoaes  the  present  in> 
crease,  and  opposes  it  in  all  its  branches — rank  and  filr, 
general  staff*,  and  expenaei  and  he  opposes  it  upon  all 
(he  grounda  which  can  be  assumed  against  a  standing 
army  in  time  of  peace— unnecessary,  unwise,  dangerous, 
contrary  to  republican  maxims,  only  tending  to  expend 
public  money  without  public  advantage,  alarmingly  in- 
creasing the  patronage  of  tbe  Government,  multiplying 
the  sources  of  corruption,  and  endangering  all  that  is 
desr  in  the  eyes  of  tbe  patriot,  the.saf^e,  and  the  states- 
man, and  preventing  a  diatribution  of  tbe  surplus.  Very 
good,  (said  Mr.  B.)  Fine  charges,  these,  against  the 
13,500  men  proposed  to  be  reestablished  by  this  bill! 
Let  us  see  how  they  will  be  snswered  In  a  report  in  de> 
fence  of  the  same  establisliment,  when  in  lact  they  were 
13,656t  and  when  the  population  of  (he  country  wu 
only  half  what  it  now  is,  and  its  frontier  much  leU|  for 
Florida  was  not  then  acquired. 
Mr.  B.  then  read: 

"In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  (he  House  of  Rep- 
resentaUves,  pasted  the  17(b  of  Apnl  last,  (1818,) 
directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  *  report,  at  an  early 
period  of  the  next  session  of  Congren,  whether  any, 
and,  if  any,  what  reduction  may  be  made  in  (he  military 
peace  eatablishracpt  of  the  United  States  with  safety  to 
the  public  service,'  &e.,  I  hare  the  honor  to  submit  tlie 
following  report; 

<<  Pursuing  the  subject  in  theor^er  in  which  it  has  been 
stated,  the  first  question  which  offera  itself  for  eonwder> 
ation  is,  whether  our  military  establishment  can  be  re- 
duced with  safety  to  the  public  service,  or  esn  its  ex- 
penditures be  with  propriety  reduccd,*by  reducing  the 
army  itself.  •  •  ♦  •  • 

The  military  establishments  of  1802  and  1808  have 
been  admitted,  almoat  univeraally,  to  he  siifficienlly 
small.  The  latter,  it  is  true,  received  an  enbrgement 
from  the  uncertain  state  of  our  foreign  relations  at  ilist 
timet  but  the  former  was  establialied  at  a  period  of  pro- 
found quiet,  (the  commencement  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
administration,)  and  was  profnsedly  reduced,  with  a 
view  to  economy,  to  the  smatlest  number  (ben  supposed 
to  be  consistent  with  the  public  safety.  Assuming  these 
as  a  standard,  snd  comparing  the  present  establishment 
with  them,  and  taking  into  comparfsun  the  increase  of 
the  country,  a  satisfactory  opinion  may  be  formed  on  a 
subject  which  might  otherwise  admit  of  a  great  diversity 
of  opinion.  *  *  Our  military  peace  establish- 
ment is  limited,  by  the  act  of  1815,  passed  at  tlie  ter- 
mination of  the  late  war,  at  10,000  men.  The  corps  of 
engineers  and  of  ordnance,  by  that  and  a  subsequent  act, 
were  retained  as  they  then  existedi  and  the  President 
was  directed  to  constitute  (be  eslabliahment  of  such 
portions  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  riflemen,  ss  he  might 
Juiige  proper.  The  general  oiders  of  tbe  17tb  of  May, 
1615,  fix  the  artillery  at  S,300i  the  l«ht  artillery  at 
660{  the  infantry  5,440;  and  the  rifle  660  privates  srd 
matrosses.  Document  A  exhibits  a  statement  of  the 
military  establishment,  including  the  general  staff,  as  at 
present  organized)  and  B  cxUibilsa  similar  view  of  those 
of  1802  and  1808i  by  a  reference  to  which  it  will  ap- 
pear that  our  military  esUbliriiinents,  at  thcTcspective 
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period),  Uken  in  the  order  of  (heir  dales,  preient  an 
BRgregate  of  3,323,  9,996,  and  12,656.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  etIablUhment  of  1808,  compared  with  the  then 
population  and  wealib  of  the  country,  ihe  number  and 
extent  of  military  pobta,  ia  larger  in  proportion  than  the 
preaeni;  but  the  untetlted  state  of  our  relatioiw  with 
France  and  England  at  that  period  renders  the  eom- 
pariion  not  entirely  just.  Pasiinfr,  then,  that  of  1808, 
let  us  compare  the  eitablishment  of  1802  with  the  pres- 
ent. To  form  a  correct  comparison,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  compare  the  cipacity  and  necessiltes  of  the  country 
then  with  those  oflhe  present  time.  Since  that  period 
our  population  haa  nearly  doubled,  and  our  wealth  more 
than  doubled.  We  bare  added  Lnuiaiana  to  our  posses- 
ions, and  with  it  a  ffreat  extent  of  frontier,  both  mari- 
time  and  inland.  With  the  extension  of  our  frontier, 
and  the  increase  of  our  commercial  cities,  our  military 
poslv  and  fortilicationii  have  been  greatly  multiplietr.  • 
*  •  If,  then,  the  military  establiahment  of  1802  be 
aasttmed  to  be  aa  small  as  was  then  coniisient  with  the 
aafety  of  the  country,  our  present  eslabli&hment,  when 
we  lake  into  the  comparison  the  prodigioua  Increase  of 
wealth,  population,  extent  of  territory,  number  and 
distance  of  military  po»tfl,  cannot  be  pronounced  exirava- 
ganl)  but,  on  the  contrary,  after  a  fair  and  full  com- 
parison, that  of  Ihe  farmer  period  must,  in  proportion 
to  Ihe  necessities  and  capacity  of  the  country,  be  admit- 
ted to  be  quite  as  large  as  the  present ;  and,  on  the 
asBumption  that  the  eaiablishment  of  1803  was  as  small 
as  ibe  public  safety  would  then  admit,  a  reduction  of  the 
.  expense  of  our  present  establishment  cannot  be  made, 
with  safety  to  the  public  service,  by  redueinfF  Ibe  army. 
In  coming  to  this  conclusion,  {  have  not  overlooked  the 
maxim  that  a  large  standing  army  is  dangerous  to  the 
liberty  of  the  country,  and  that  our  ultimate  reliance 
for  defence  ought  to  be  on  Ibe  militia.  *  *  To 
consider  Ihe  present  army  aa  dangerous  lo  our  liberty 
partakes,  U  ii  conceived,  more  of  limidiiy  than  wisdom. 
•  *  *  «  « 

*'  The  BtafT,  as  organized  by  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
combines  simplicity  with  elTiciency,  and  ia  considered  to 
be  superior  to  that  of  the  periods  to  which  I  have  refer- 
ence. In  estimating  the  expenses  of  the  army,  and 
particularly  that  of  the  staflT,  the  two  most  expensive 
branches  of  tt  (the  engineer  and  ordnance  departments) 
ought  not  fairly  to  be  included.  Their  duties  are  con- 
nected with  the  permanent  preparation  and  defence  of 
the  country,  and  have  so  little  reference  to  tlie  existing 
military  establishment,  that  if  the  army  were  reduced  to 
a  nngle  regiment,  no  reduction  could  safely  be  made  in 
either  of  tliem.  To  form  a  correct  estimile  of  ihe  duties 
of  the  other  branches  of  the  staff,  and  cunaequently  the 
number  of  officers  required,  we  must  take  into  consid- 
eration nut  only  the  number  of  the  troops,  and,  conse- 
quently, Ihe  number  of  officers  required,  but,  what  >s 
equally  eawntial,  the  number  of  poata  and  extent  of 
country  which  they  occupy.  Were  our  military  esUb- 
lishment  reduced  one  half,  it  is  obvious  that,  if  the  same 
posts  coHt'niied  lo  be  occupied  which  now  are,  the  aame 
number  of  ufiicers  in  Ihe  quartermaster's,  commissary's, 
psymaster's,  medical,  ana  adjutant  and  Inspector  gen* 
eral'a  departments  would  be  required. 

'*  To  compare,  then,  as  it  ia  aometlmea  done,  our  stalf 
with  those  of  European  armies  assembled  in  large  bodies, 
is  manifestly  unfair.  1'he  .act  of  the  last  session,  it  is 
believed,  has  made  all  the  reduction  which  ought  to  be 
attempted.  It  has  rendered  the  staff  efficient,  without 
making  it  expensive.  Such  a  stufTls  not  only  indispen- 
sable to  Ihe  efficiency  of  Ihe  army,  but  is  also  necessary 
to  a  proper  economy  of  its  disbursements;  and  should 
an  attempt  be  made  at  retrenchment,  by  reducing  the 
preaent  number,  it  wOuld,  in  ita  oonsrqucnces,  proba- 
bly prove  wasteful  and  cxtraTagant 


"  In  fact,  no  part  of  our  military  organization  requires 
more  attention  in  peace  than  ihe  general  staff*,  it  is  in 
every  service  invariably  the  last  in  attaining  perfiectioot 
and,  if  neglected  in  peace,- when  there  is  le'nore,  it  will 
be  impossible,  in  the  midst  6[  ibe  hurry  and  bustle  <^ 
war,  to  bring  it  to  perfection.  It  is  in  peace  (hat  tt 
should  receive  a  perfect  organization,  and  that  the  offi* 
cers  should  be  trained  to  method  and  punclualiiy;  so 
tha^,  at  the  commencement  of  a  war,  instead  of  creating 
anew,  nothing  more  should  be  necessary  than  to'give  to 
it  the  necessary  enlargement.  In  this  country,  particu- 
larly, the  stair  cannot  be  neglected  with  impunity.  Diffi- 
cult at  its  operstiona  are  in  actual  aenrice  every  where, 
it  has  here  to  encounter  great  and  peculiar  impedimenls, 
.  from  the  extent  of  the  country,  the  badness  and  fre- 
quently the  want  of  roads,  and  the  sudden  and  unex- 
pected calls  which  are  often  made  on  the  militia.  If  it 
could  be  shown  that  the  staff,  in  its  present  extent,  was 
not  necessary  in  peace,  it  would,  with  the  view  taken, 
be  unwise  to  lop  off  any  of  its  brandies  which  would  be 
necessary  in  actual  aervice.  With  a  defective  staff,  we 
roust  carry  on  our  military  nperationa  under  great  diaad- 
vantagea,  and  be  exposed,  particularly  at  the  commence- 
ment of  a  war,  to  great  tossef,  embarrauraenls,  ami 
disasters.  •  •  •  •  « 

"The  next  question  which  presents  itself  for  consid- 
eration is,  can  the  expenses  of  our  military  ealabroh- 
ment  be  reduced  without  injury  to  the  public  aenrice, 
by  reducing  the  pay  and  emolumenta  o€  Ibe  offieera  and 
soldiers'  There  is  no  class  in  the  community  whose 
compensation  has  advanced  lesi^  since  the  termination  of 
(be  war  of  the  Rerolution,  than  that  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  our  army.  While  money  has  depreciated 
more  rapidly  than  at  any  other  period,  and  the  price  of 
all  the  necessaries  of  life  has  advanced  proportionably, 
Ihetr  compensation  has  remained  nearly  stationary.  The 
effects  are  severely  felt  by  the  auballern  officirs.  It 
requires  the  most  rigid  economy  fur  Ihem  to  aubwsl  on 
their  pay  and  emoluinents.  Documents  marked  P  and 
G  exhibit  the  pay  and  subsistence  during  the  Revolu- 
tion and  aa  at  present  established;  and  document 
marked  11  exhibits  the  allowance  of  clothing,  fuel, 
forage,  transportation,  quarters,  waiters,  stationery,  and 
straw,  at  the  termination  of  the  revolutionary  war,  aitd 
in  1602,  1815,  and  1818.  By  a  reference  tolfaoaeduc- 
uments  it  will  be  seen  that,  under  most  of  the  heads,  the 
variations  of  the  difflsrent  periods  bave  been  very  amall, 
and  that,  on  a  compariaon  of  the  whole,  the  pay  of  aa 
officer  is  not  near  rqual  now  (if  allowance  is  made  for 
the  depreciation  of  money)  to  what  it  waa  during  the 
Revolution.  1  will  abstain  from  further  remarks,  as  it 
must  be  obvious,  from  these  statements,  that  the  ex- 
pense of  our  militai^  establisliment  cannot  be  materially 
reduced  without  injury  to  the  public  service,  by  redu- 
cing the  pay  and  emolumenta  of  the  offieera  and  sol- 
diers." 

Having  read  theae  extracts  from  the  report  of  tlie  then 
Secretary  at  War,  and  now  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Calhovh,]  Mr.  B.  aaid  that  every  word  of  it  applied 
with  double  force  in  favor  of  the  bill  which  that  Senator 
was  now  opposing.  Every  reason  which  be  gave  agninA 
reducing  the  military  eaiablishment  in  1818  applies  w4th 
double  force  in  favor  of  raising  it  now  to  « hat  it  waa  > 
then.  That  report  waa  then  sanctioned  by  Congress. 
It  prevented  the  redaction  of  the  army.  Not  a  man  was  I 
reduced  at  that  time,  nor  for  three  years  afterwards,  nor 
until  Ihe  exhausted  slate  of  the  Treasury  compelled  reduc- 
tiona  of  e^ipense  at  all  practicable  points,  and  included 
the  army  in  the  ubjecls  on  which  retrenchment  felL  Tie 
report  prevented  the  reduction  in  1818;  the  empiinesa 
of  the  Treasury  caused  the  reduction  in  1821 1  and  now, 
when  the  Treasury  is  full  anio,  Jffid  whenllle^anfa  of 
the  HTviee  are  so  urgiglttzfiiiibykJiibMaM  Uwce,  %md 
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when  experience  hts  proved  ihe  mUchieta  resultingf 
from  the  reduction,  surely  the  ■ound  arguments  in  (he 
report  ouRht  to  have  their  full  weight  in  re*eatab1ishin]? 
the  military  force  tt  what  it  then  wss.  Mr.  B.  said  that 
he  htd  not  read  thia  report  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
inconsistency  in  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina;  that 
would  be  a  small  bus'mesa  for  him  to  engage  in,  and  a 
biuineu  which  he  had  never  followed.  He  had  read  it 
ft»f  the  sound  arguments  which  it  contained,  and  in  an- 
swer to  the  unsnund  arguments,  as  he  conceived  them 
to  be,  which  the  author  of  the  report,  in  hit  present  ca- 
pacity of  Senator,  had  used  against  the  bill  now  depend- 
ing, to  raise  (he  strength  of  the  army  to  what  it  then 
wat.  He  had  read  it  for  the  argument!  and  if  a  show  of 
inconsistency  resulted,  it  was  an  incident,  and  not  an  ob- 
ject, of  the  reading.  He  repealed,  he  had  read  it  for  the 
argument;  and  must  be  permitted  to  insist  ihst  what  was 
a  good  argument  against  reducing  the  army  below  12,656 
in  1818,  was  a  far  belter  argument  in  favor  of  raising  it 
to  about  1%000  now.  The  reasons  were  far  stronger 
in  faror  of  that  number  now  than  then.  In  the  first 
|)hce,  llie  extent  of  our  frontier  line  is  greatly  increasrd 
»ince  that  time.  Florida  has  been  since  acquired,  and 
has  given  a  great  extent  of  frontier;  for,  being  a  penin- 
sula in  one  part,  and  stretching  along  the  Gulf  and  At- 
lantic coast  on  two  sides,  it  is  all  frontier,  and  suscepti- 
ble only  of  a  thin  population,  and  requires  more  defence 
than  any  other  of  equal  extent,  cither  in  our  own  coun- 
try or  any  country  upon  the  globe.  With  Florida  came 
the  ialanda  Key  Wevt,  the  Dry  Tortugas,  and  others, 
all  requiring  forts  snd  garrisons.  In  the  next  place, 
the  number  of  our  fortjficalions  and  military  poMs  has 
greatly  increased  since  1818,  snd  requirfsan  increased 
force  (o  min  them.  In  the  third  place,  the  whole  Indi- 
an population  of  the  United  States  are  now  accumulated 
on  the  weakest  frontier  of  the  Union— the  Western,  and 
Southwestern,  and  Northwestern  frontier— and  they  art 
not  only  accumulated  there,  but  sent  there  smarting 
with  the  lash  of  recent  chastisement,  burning  with  re- 
venge for  recent  defeats,  completely  armed  by  the  Uni- 
ted Stater,  and  placed  in  communication  uith  the  wild 
Indians  of  the  West,  the  numerous  and  fierce  tribes  to- 
wards Mexico,  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  the  North- 
west, who  have  never  felt  our  arms,  and  who  will  be 
ready  to  join  in  any  inroad  upon  our  frontiers.  In  (he 
fourth  place,  experience  has  shown  that  the  present 
army  is  too  small— that  the  then  Secretary  at  War  was 
right  in  1818,  in  8»>ing  that  it  could -not  be  reduced  with 
fafety  to  the  country.  The  Secretary  of  1818  was 
tight  in  this  opinion.  The  country  has  suffered  vastly 
from  it;  it  lias  suffered  in  lives,  property,  and  money. 
The  Black  Hawk  war,  which  cost  three  millions  of  mo- 
ney,  many  lives,  and  the  breaking  up  of  the  Illinois  fron- 
tier, look  place  because  the  force  on  the  upper  Missis, 
rippi  was  too  small  to  command  the  respect  of  Indl- 
Rns.  The  Florida  war,  which  baa  cost  seven  mtllions  of 
money,  occasioned  (he  loss  of  so  many  lives,  and  the  de- 
Tastatton  of  four  counties,  would  never  have  taken  place 
if  an  adequate  force  had  been  'in  that  quarter.  The 
massacre  of  families,  and  the  devastation  of  farms  and 
phniations,  which  tock  place  in  Georgia  and  Alabama 
last  summer,  were  the  fruit  of  our  small  military  estab- 
lishment. Mr.  B.  did  not  undertake  to  say  that  the  In- 
dians, in  all  these  instances,  did  not  believe  that  they 
had  some  grievances  to  complain  of,  and  fur  which  (hey 
were  enitiled  to  redressi  but  what  he  did  mean  to  say 
was  this;  that  if  we  had  possessed  a  military  force  to 
have  been  respected  by  them,  they  would  have  left  the 
redress  of  these  grievances  to  (he  Government  of  (he 
United  States,  as  they  ought  to  hare  done,  in^ead  of 
taking  vengeance  into  their  own  bands  tnd  executing 
it,  not  upon  those  of  whom  they  complained,  but  against 
jnnocent  persoot— against  tbe  women  and  children  eren. 


who  could  do  them  no  wrong.  In  the  fifth  place, 
Mr.  B.  said  (he  country  was  twice  as  populous  and 
twice  as  wealthy  now  as  it  was  in  1818,  and  therefore  rc- 
fjuircd  a  lai^r  military  establishment  now  thsn  then. 
For  these  reasons,  Mr.  B.  insisted  that  the  report  from 
which  he  had  read  was  far  stronger  in  favor  of  raising 
the  military  establishment  to  about  12,000  now,  than  it 
was  against  reducing  it  below  that  number  at  the  time 
it  was  made.  Add  to  this  the  pertinent  remark,  so  often 
made  by  the  then  Secretary  of  War  in  (he  report  of 
1818,  that  12,000  men  was  lesa— the  increase  of  tenito* 
ry,  wealth,  and  population,  conMdercd— than  tbe  peace 
establishment  of  Mr.  Jeffenon  was  in  1803.  An  estab- 
lishment now,  in  proportion  (o  that,  would  exceed 
30,000  men. 

Hr.  B.  having  shown  how  cogently  the  report  of 
1818  applied  in  favor  of  raising  Ihe  atrength  of  the  army 
to  the  number  proposed  in  the  bill,  would  also  show  that 
it  was  equally  cogent  in  favor  of  raising  the  general 
staff.  He  remarked  that  the  reduction  of  1831  fell  upon 
two  branches  of  the  establishment— upon  the  rank  and 
file  and  on  the  general  staff.  Begging  the  Senate  to 
recollect  and  well  to  consider  all  llwt  was  said  in  (he  re- 
port of  1818  in  favor  of  keeping  up  anumerous  and  effi- 
cient staff,  ant]  the  opinion  so  fully  and  elaborately  given 
that  the  staff  of  that  period  was  as  small  in  number  as 
the  public  service  would  permit,  Mr.  B.  would  first 
stale,  in  general,  and  then  show  in  detail,  that  the  gen- 
eral staff,  as  proposed  (o  be  increased  in  this  bill,  wu 
'  still  considerably  below  that  of  1818)  and,  consequently, 
(hat  the  objecltona  to  reduction,  made  at  that  time,  ap- 
plied with  infinitely  more  force  in  favor  of  augmentation 
now.  The  general  staff  was  reduced  almost  to  nothing 
in  1821;  it  was  almost  abolished;  and  the  consequence 
has  been  an  immense  injury  to  the  public  service.  It  is 
now  proposed  to  raise  it,  but  not  to  raise  it  so  hi^h  as  tt 
was  before  the  reduction;  and  to  thia  augmentation  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhobh]  vehement' 
ly  objects.  Without  reading  over  again  that  part  of  his 
report  of  1818  which  applied  to  this  branch  of  the  re- 
duction, Mr.  D.  would  show  that  the  augmentation  now 
proposed  was  far  beluw  (hat  whicli  he  then  ao  elaborate- 
ly eufcgized,  so  completely  demonstrated  to  be  necessa- 
ry, and  BO  triumphantly  rescued  from  reduction  or  dimi- 
nutlon . 

Hr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  show,  in  detail,  that  the 
general  staff  was  greater  in  1818  than  it  was  proposed 
to  be  made  by  the  pending  bill.  Beginning  with  the 
adjutant  general's  and  inspector  general's  departments, 
he  said  that  they  consisted  of  thirteen  officers  in  1818, 
of  three  now,  and  that  this  proposed  to  add  eight,  making 
eleven.  The  quartermaster  general's  department  con- 
sisted of  nineteen  officers  in  1818,  of  five  now,  and  the 
bill  proposed  to  add  twelve,  making  in  the  whole  seven- 
teen. The  engineers  proper,  and  tbe  topographical 
en^neers  Mr.  B.  tsid,  were  nominally  increased,  but  in 
reality  not;  for  the  act  of  1834,  which  allowed  the  Presi- 
dent to  employ  an  unlimited  number  of  civirengineera, 
and  under  which  a  great  numt>er  were  constantly  em- 
ployed, was  to  be  repealed  by  a  section  of  this  bill,  so 
that  the  discontinuance  of  those  now  employed  under 
that  act  would  be  equal,  or  superior,  to  the  contem- 
plated additions.  In  tlie  onlnance  department,  Mr.  B. 
said  there  were  forty-four  officers  in  181R,  but  fourteen 
now,  and  only  twenty-two  were  proposed  to  be  added, 
making  in  the  whole  thirty-six,  ami  being  eigtit.less  than 
in  1818.  Mr.  B.  had  gone  over  this  comparative  state 
of  numbers,  both  in  (he  line  and  in  the  general  staff,  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  to  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Hr.  Cauovm]  that  the  aggregate  of  the  army  would 
be  no  greater  under  thia  bill  than  it  was  in  1818,  when 
he  ao  nobly  and  efficiently  defended-it,  and  that  the  gen- 
eral itaff  would  ttil)  be  to^itlmidlf  «»<tKB^t&.  and 
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when  hem  well  argued,  ai  lubsequent  eventahad  prored, 
that  it  coufd  not  be  reduced  without  iitfliuing  injury  up- 
on the  public  MTTice.  Tbii^  he  thought,  ought  to  be  a 
•uffieicnt  answer  to  that  Senator*!  preaent  objecliont.  If 
they  were  not,  and  If  the  Secretary  at  War  under  Mr. 
Monroe*a  adtniniatration  waa  not  able  to  contend  suc- 
ceairultv  with  the  preaent  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
be  would  introduce  into  thia  debate  another  gentleman, 
and  claim  the  right  of  hii  opiniona  in  aid  of  the  quondam 
Beoretaryt  >t  waa  a  gentleman  who  was  a  Representative 
in  CoDgreas  Trom  tm  State  ot  South  Carolina  during  the 
late  War,  and  Far  a  year  or  two  after  iti  and  who,  at  the 
cloae  of  the  war,  waa  in  faTor  of  the  military  peace  ea> 
tabliihment  of  twenty  thousand  men  recommended  fay 
Mr.  Monroe*  and  of  the  fifteen  thousand  Totrd  by  the 
Senate,  and  who  then  repelled,  rebuked,  and  scouted  in 
terms  of  indiffnation,  such  doctrines  as  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  haa  this  day  held.  Thia  is  an  eilract 
from  one  of  the  eperches  on  thia  subject  which  that  gen- 
tleman  then  madci 

"  Aa  a  proof,  said  Mr.  CAtBouir,  that  the  situation  of 
the  country  naturally  inclinci  ua  to  loo  much  feebleness 
rather  than  to  loo  much  violence,  I  refer  to  ihe  fact  that 
there  are  on  this  floor  men  who  are  entirely  opposed  to 
armies,  to  navies,  to  every  meant  of  defence.  Sir,  if 
Iheir  politics  prevail,  the  country  will  be  disarmed,  at 
the  mercy  of  any  foreign  Power.  On  the  other  side, 
vir,  there  is  no  excess  of  miliury  fervor,  no  parly  in- 
clining to-mililary  despotismi  for  though  a  charge  of  such 
a  dispoaition  has  been  made  by  «  gentleman  in  debate,  it 
is  without  the  shadow  of  foundation.  What  is  the  fact 
in. regard  to  the  army?  Does  it  bear  oul  his  asMrtion?  Is 
it  even  proportionally  larger  now  than  it  was  in  1801-*?, 
the  period  which  the  gentleman  considers  Ihe  standard 
of  political  perfection^  It  was  then  about  4,000  menj  it 
was  larger  in  proportion  than  an  army  of  10,000  would 
now  be.  The  charge  of  a  disposition  to  make  this  a  mili- 
tary Government  exists  only  in  Ihe  imaginations  of  gen- 
tiemeni  it  cannot  be  supported  by  facti[  it  is  contrary  to 
proof  and  to  evidence." 

To  complete  this  branch  of  hit  ari;ument,  (this  argu- 
mtntum  ad hontinem,  as  the  logicians  called  it,)  ihe  arf^u- 
ment  to  the  man,  and  in  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  never  in- 
dulged unlets  extorted  from  him,  he  would  cite  another 

Samge  from  the  speech  of  Ihe  Representative  from 
outh  Carolina  in  the  House  of  Represenutivea  in  1816, 
in  which  that  Repreaenlative  went  For  national  defence 
generally,  and  for  FortiricatiDns  especially,  and  carried 
his  patriotic  zeal  to  far  as  to  pronounce  any  future  ad- 
ministration, which  ahould  ne|;lect  these  defences,  en- 
titled to  the  '*  execration  of  the  country!"  Hear  him: 

**  There  was  another  point  of  preparation  which  (Mr. 
Calbodk  Ea'd)  ought  not  to  be  orerlooked:  the  defence 
of  our  cout  by  means  other  than  Ihe  navy,  on  which  we 
ougitt  to  rely  mainly,  but  not  entirely.  The  coast  ia 
our  weak  part,  which  ought  to  be  rendered  strong,  if  it 
be  in  our  power  to  make  it  so.  There  are  (wn  points 
on  our  coakt  particularly  weak — the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Ihe  Chesapeake  bay — which  ougitt  to  be 
cautiously  attended  tO;  nut,  however,  neglecting  fibers. 
The  administration  which  leaves  these  twD  points  in  an- 
othtr  war  without  fortification  ought  to  receive  the  ex- 
ecration of  the  country.  Look  at  the  facility  ufTurded 
by  the  Chesapeake  bay  to  maritime  Powers  in  attacking 
us.  If  we  estimate  with  it  the  margin  of  rivers  naviga- 
ble for  vessels  of  war,  it  adds  fourteen  hundred  miles  at 
least  lo  the  line  of  our  seacoast,  and  that  of  the  worst 
charactert  for  when  an  enemy  ix  there,  it  is  without  the 
fear  of  being  driven  from  it;  he  has,  besides,  the  power 
of  assaulting  two  chores  at  the  same  time,  and  must  be 
expected  on  both.  Under  such  circumstances,  do  de- 
gree of  expense  would  be  too  great  for  its  defence.  The 
whole  margin  of  the  bay  Is,  beaidesy  an  extremely  uckly 


one,  and  fatal  to  the  militia  of  the  upper  country.  Hov 
it  ia  to  be  defended,  military  and  naval  men  wil  beA 
Judgei  but  I  beliere  that  steam  frigMei  ought,  at  ku^ 
to  eonatttute  a  part  of  ihemeansi  the  expense  of  vbk^ 
however  great,  the  people  ought,  tad  would  cheerisUf 
bear." 

Mr.  B.  commended  this  paragraph  from  the  ^Kteb 
of  the  South  Carolina  Repreaenlative  tn  IB16,  in  &rad 
fortifications,  even  at  the  expense  of  taxes,  to  tb«  hm- 
able  attention  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolint,  vbo 
now  opposes  a  bill  for  fortification^  even  in  the  Cbot- 
peake  bay,  wbtle  the  Treasury  it  ahiffed,  crwsKd, 
gorged,  and  dtalended,  with  money,  for  which  wecu 
find  no  constitutional  object  of  expendilore.  It  nsi 
pity  the  present  Senator  from  South  CaratiDtvsiDotoii 
more  intimate  terms  at  present  with  the  qnoodun  Sec 
retary  at  War  and  Representative.  It  would  cettiinlj 
put  him  on  better  terms  with  the  administnUioaofPrw 
dent  Jackson,  which  wns  now -doing,  in  detfutcoflkl 
opposition  of  the  preaent  Senator,  the  things  vhichttl 
furmer  Secretary  and  Representative  most  nobly  advses 
te^  and  for  the  possible  omission  of  which  tti«  exe«a 
liona  of  the  country  were  imprecated  in  advance! 

Mr.  B.,  having  finished  the  m^mtotum  ad iomae^ 
would  next  have  recourse  to  the  argumentum  aJ jai 
ctum— the  srgument  to  the  judgment — and  faopra  Ic 
convince  the  Senate  that  all  the  provisions  in  tiie  bi 
were  necessary  and  proper  in  themaelvr^  and  dcscml 
lo  be  passed  into  law.    He  said  it  had  been  alresdjak 
served  that  the  great  reduction  of  the  military  e«ab6fc 
ment  in  1831  fell  upon  two  branches  of  the  army,  nuv 
ly,  the  rank  and  file  and  the  general  alafT.  NodifMa 
lion  in  the  number  of  the  regimenta  or  in  the  lumAa 
of  the  officers  of  the  line  had  been  made;  but,  by 
ping  the  ret;iments  of  men,  and  nearly  abolishio^  M 
general  stafi",  a  skeleton  establishment  had  beea  pr» 
duced,  extorted  by  the  exhausted  itate  of  our  fiunea 
in  1821,  and  ready  to  be  filled  up  when  the  faana 
were  restored,  and  the  public  service  required.  Bed 
these  contingencies  have  now  happened.   The  fiiuiicfl 
are  restored,  and  the  public  service  impenouily  rrquira 
the  skeleton  rr^iments  to  be  filled  up,  and  the  abolnbnl 
staff  to  be  recreated.    The  present  strength  «fil« 
army  wss  whully  inadequate  to  ihe  guarding  sed  mo- 
ning  of  the  p'>$lB  and  forts  stretched  along  a  drawTcr 
ence  of  nine  thousand  miles  of  frontieri  muehksitste' 
pel  incursions  or  lo  suppren  the  hosttUties  ef  tteln' 
dians.    At  every  alarm,  heavy  drafts,  at  great  eipeWi 
were  made  upon  the  militia  and  volunteers  of  the  Sot't^ 
at  every  breaking  out  of  hosiitities,  large  bodies  of  that 
troops  were   called   into  the  field.    During  tbe  pi< 
year,  not  less  than  twenty-six  thousand  militi^and  toIho- 
teers,  mostly  mounted  men,  had  been  muiteKd  into  let' 
vice.    A  regiment  of  Arkansas  volunteers  are  no«  i»H 
garrisoQ  duty  on  the  frontiers  of  that  State.   If  th<|^ 
IS  not  passed,  annual  and  perpetual  calls  muti 
on  the  militia  and  volunteers,  to  supply  tlie  defect  of" 
regular  troops,  llie  expense  of  a  full  establishOKOt, 
far  more  than  that  expense,  would  be  incurred.  A  prapcf 
sense  of  economy  alone  would  require  the  '^""f'J,'? 
be  filled  up.    Mr.  D.  said  it  was  in  vain,  snd 
little  like  the  use  of  the  ar;g«men/uin  ad  ignofo"^'^ 
an  argument  founded  on  the  supposed  ignorasce 
hearers— for  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  ["^■^i 
HOKK,}  who  had  once  presided  over  the  Military 
ment,  to  undertake  lo  frighten  the  Senate  with  *n 
of  12,00[>  men.    Every  person  slightly  acquimted 
the  nature  of  an  aimy  will  know  that  12,000  tB«« 
paper  is  not  more  than  8,000  or 9,000  in  Ihe  ^^^^i^VZ  ' 
the  rapid  succession  of  casualtiea— deaths,  i)""^ 
sickness,  accidents,  expirations  of  enlistnents-tbc^ 
ual  force  ia  always  one  third  or  one  fourth  lest  ibul* 
autborived  forcc)  and  that,  te^obtain  tbe  Krricd*" 
Digitized  by  LjOOg  IC 
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giTen  number,  a  considenbly  Inrger  number  must  al- 
ways be  aulhonzed.  Thus  it  is  at  present.  The  aggre- 
gate force  now  allowed  by  law  ia  near  8,000;  yet  the 
numerical  force,  on  paper»  at  the  last  return,  was  only 
6,933)  and  the  actual  available  force  for  aerrice  waa  no 
more  than  4,383.  Tmif,  it  is  clear  that  an  authorised 
establishment  of  12,000  will  not  give  more  than  an  actual 
force  of  S.OOO  or  9,000t  and  less  titan  that  number  cannot 
poMibly  man  and  garrison  our  extended  frontier — a  fron- 
tier of 9,000  miles  in  circuit,  without  counting  the  doub- 
Kn^  and  indentations  of  the  coasti.  Of  ihia  vast  circuit, 
the  inland  frontier,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  Lake 
Superior,  along  the  boundary  of  Louisiana,  Arlcanaas, 
Missouri,  the  Des  Moines  settlemenia,  Wisconsin  Terri- 
tory, and  the  Bute  of  Michigan,  would  require  an  actual 
ivailable  force  of  6,000  ment  while  the  lake,  maritime, 
and  gulfcnast  would  require  3,000  or 4,000  roorej  making 
9,000  or  10,000  men  for  service,  which  sn  authorized 
cslablisbment  of  no  more  (ban  12,000  can  hardly  ever  give, 
Mr.  B.  repeated,  we  luve  regtmenti  enough.  Seven  of 
inbntry,  four  of  artillery,  two  of  dragoons,  making 
thirteen  in  (he  whole,  are  enough.  But  theae  regiments, 
e^ieeially  the  artillery  and  infantry,  are  sketetonst  and 
we  want  them  filled  up.  Their  cumpsniea  are  allowed 
but  42  men  each,  which  gives  for  service  in  the  field 
the  ridiculous  exhibition  of  35  or  SO  men  for  a  captain 
le  command!  This  bill  proposes  (o  raise  the  infantry 
and  artillery  compsntes  to  100  men  each,  which  would 
live  for  cervice  the  respeclnble  slrengtb  of  70  or  80 
men.  Mr.  B.  dilated  on  the  evils  of  iqp  present  amalt 
size  uf  the  compsnies.  It  was  injurious  to  the  disci- 
pline of  the  tronpg  in  time  of  peace,  and  fatal  to  themselvea 
and  disastroua  to  the  country  in  time  of  war.  Ti>  go  no 
further  for  examples,  the  present  Florida  war  presented 
numerous  instances  in  which  the  war  would  probably 
bave  been  terminated  if  the  officers  in  comntand  had  had 
troops  equal  to  their  rank.  Thus,  H»jor  Dade,  instead 
of  a  major's  command  of  four  or  five  hundred  men,  with 
whom  the  devoted  courage  and  discipline  which  he  and 
bis  brave  band  displayed  would  have  defeated  a  thou- 
sand IndianD,  had  but  a  captain's  command  of  one  huD- 
dredt  General  Clinch,  instead  of  a  brigade,  had  hulf  a 
battalion;  Major  Pierce,  Instead  uf  a  major's  command, 
bad  a  captain'st  and  so  of  otber  instances.  Hence  the 
disaster  of  Msjor  Dade's  devoted  eorpai  hence  (be  want 
of  decisive  results  from  General  Clinch's  brave  combat 
on  the  Withtacoocliie — fiom  Major  Pierce's  gallant  at> 
tack  at  Furt  Drane — and  from  numerous  other  instances 
in  which  «  handful  of  men  fuuglit  bravely,  performed 
heroic  actions,  and  did  all  that  courage  snddiEcipline 
could  do,  but  were  too  few  in  numbers  to  resp  the  ad- 
vantages of  victory,  even  when  victorious.  The  result 
of  the  whole  haa  been,  the  death  of  many  good  soldiers, 
without  adequate  advantage  to  their  countnr— the  en- 
couragement of  the  enemy — (he  pnrtrsetion  of  the  war — 
the  call  for  numerous  volunteers  and  militia— the  in* 
curring  of  an  enormous  expense— and  the  exposure  of 
numerous  families  to  msssaere,  with  the  devastation  of 
cminties  and  settlements  entitled  to  the  protection  of  this 
Government. 

Mr.  B.  would  conclude  what  be  had  to  say  on  the  sub* 

iect  of  raising  the  rank  snd  file  of  the  infantry  and  artil- 
Bry,  with  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
yfw  ad  intvimf  (Mr.  Butler,)  in  which  this  measure  is 
conclusively  shown  lobe  absolutely  necessary: 

"10.  F^opottdmenoieinrmkBnd/iUof  artUteryand 
iafatUry. — In  complisnce  with  the  suggestion  of  Gen- 
eral Macomb,  and  with  my  own  convictiona  of  duty,  i  beg 
leave  to  invite  your  attention  to  a  proposal  fur  the  in- 
crease of  the  rank  «nd  file  of  the  artillery  and  infantry. 

**  The  insufficiency,  in  several  respects,  of  our  present 
mlBtaij  esUblishment  has  already  been  noticed.   It  is 
grcfttest  in  the  general  staff  snd  tbe  ruk  nnd  &)ei  those 
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arms  of  the  service  being  much  less  numerous,  in  pro* 
portion,  than  the  officers  retained  in  Die  line  of  the  army. 
The  object  of  Congress  in  this  arrangement  evidently 
was,  on  the  one  hand,  to  reduce  the  rank  and  file  and 
the  general  staff  to  the  lowest  allowable  point;  and,  on 
the  other,  to  retain  in  (he  line  officers  enough  to  preserve 
an  amount  of  military  knowledge  and  experience  com- 
petent to  the  direction  of  a  large  effective  force,  when- 
ever such  a  force  might  be  required  by  special  emei^en- 
cies,  or  by  the  permanent  interests  of  (he  country. 
This  policy  was  recommended  at  tbe  time  of  its  adoption 
(1621)  by  (he  existence  of  other  and  more  pressing 
eUims  on  the  Treasury,  and  by  the  compirttively  few 
calls  then  made  for  active  military  operations.  In  hoA 
these  respects  our  condition  is  now  widely  different. 
The  extinction  of  (he  public  debt,  whiUt  it  gives  us  the 
ability  to  attend  to  other  subjects  uf  national  importance, 
Uys  us  under  new  obligations  to  do  so.  We  have  a  much 
larger  number  of  fortifications  and  other  posts  to  be  gar* 
risoned,  and  our  Indian  relations  have  now  reached  m 
point  which  demands  an  effective  military  provision. 

"  1'here  are  thirty-two  forts  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  each  of  which  ought  to  be  gar- 
risoned by  a  force  adequate  at  least  to  the  preservation 
of  (lie  public  property,  and  to  the  retaining  of  some 
knowledge  of  artillery  practice.  This  will  require,  as 
I  understand,  an  average  of  about  ninely-six  men  to  each 
post,  or  about  three  thousand  in  the  whole.  Tlie  rank 
and  file  of  the  present  regular  army,  sapposnng  the  new 
regiment  of  dragoons  to  be  filled,  amounts  in  tbe  totd 
to  seven  thousand  aud  sixteent  from  which  number  a 
large  deduction  mutt  always  be  made  for  sickness,  ar- 
rests, occasional  iU>sence,  and  time  lost  in  recruiting  and 
marching.  The  effective  force,  exclusive  of  oRioers^ 
which  may  be  relied  on  under  the  present  arrangement, 
can  therefore  scarcely  ever  exceed  six  thousand  w-cnt 
a  force  utterly  inadequate  to  the  neeesiilies  of  the  pub* 
lie  service,  inasmuch  as  it  sfTordi^  after  the  scuty  prori* 
sion  for  the  seaboard  above  suggested,  only  shout  three 
thousand  for  tlie  interior. 

"  In  that  part  of  this  report  which  relates  to  Indian  aA 
fairs,  I  shall  have  occasion  to  specify  some  of  (he  weigh. 
(y  reasons  which  make  it  necessary  that  we  should  estab- 
lisli  additional  posts  on  our  Western  borders  and  in  the 
Indian  country,  end  that  each  should  be  permanently 
garrisoned  by  a  respectable  force.  We  have  now  m 
that  region  sixteen  posta^  including  three  temporary  sta- 
tions, the  whole  of  which  are  now  occupied  by  about 
three  thousand  men,  including  a  regiment  of  Arkansas 
volunteers  recently  called  into  the  service.  All,  proba- 
bly, will  agree  tliat  the  present  force  at  aeveral  of  the 
existing  posts  is  inadequate,  and  a  deliberate  survey  of 
the  immense  field  of  operations,  and  the  various  interests 
involved,  will,  I  think,  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  tbis 
branch  of  the  service  cannot  safely  he  lef^,  for  the  neat 
five  or  (en  years,  with  a  force  at  any  time  kss  than  froa 
five  to  seven  thousand  men. 

*'  The  seaboard  may  be  provided  for  in  the  manner 
above  suggested,  and  adequate  protection  may  be  given 
to  the  interior  and  to  the  Indian  country,  by  augmenting 
tike  number  of  men  in  each  company  of  anillety  and  in* 
fantry  to  one  hundred.  Tbis  would  tncresse  the  legal 
fbrcr,  independently  of  commisMoned  officers  nnd  non- 
commissioned •'fficers  of  srtillery  and  in&ntry,  to  twelve 
thousand  snd  thirty,  from  which  we  might  at  all  times 
expect  (o  command  an  available  force  of  not  more  than 
abou(  ten  thousand  effective  men.  Two  plans  for  a  simi- 
lar increase  in  the  rank  and  file  of  (he army  weresnbmit- 
ted  to  Congress  in  ihe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
of  the  8th  of  March,  1836,  and  the  accompanying  eom- 
mnnieaiionof  General  Macomb  uf  the/tbof  thatmontl^ 
both  of  which  communlestions  wererhid  before|the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  8tstesf3iiiiSsefFQ»®iO§wl^ 
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of  that  body.  1  refer  to  tbeie  clocumcDta  for  the  deltils 
of  iboie  pluw,  and  for  an  eitliute  of  the  expense, 
wbieb,  according  to  the  atatement  then  made,  would  be, 
for  tbe  increase  above  proposed,  about  0850,000  per  an- 
num. Such  an  luldilion  to  ihe  heavy  expenses  of  our 
present  establishment  should  undoubtedly  be  well  weigh- 
ed before  it  is  incurredt  but,  if  we  may  jud^e  from  the 
experience  of  the  last  few  years,  Ihe  measure  is  as  plainly 
called  for  on  the  score  of  economy  aa  it  ia  by  otbier  and 
mora  impresaive  comiderationt.  The  expensea  oeca- 
flooed  by  (he  hoalile  aggrcauona  of  the  Sac  and  Fox  In* 
diana  in  1833,  amounted  to  more  than  $3,000,00Ot  and 
the  stventt  appropriations  for  luppreasing  Indian  hoatili- 
ties,  made  by  Congress  at  the  Utt  arstiion,  and  amount* 
ing  to  live  millions  of  dollars,  have  already  been  drawn 
from  the  Treasury;  and,  though  a  considerable  amount 
is  yet  in  ihe  haoda  of  diabursing  officers,  the  whole  will 
be  required  to  meet  ezpensra  already  incurred. 

**  If  it  be  oiw  of  the  Rmt  objects  of  legislation  to  guard 
•gainat  the  cvtia  of  war,  then  must  it  be  admitted  that 
tbe  prevention  of  Iitdian  hostilities,  so  far  as  human  fore- 
aight  is  competent  to  that  end,  should  be  the  great 
care  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  For,  whilst 
our  exposure  to  such  hostilities  is  imminent,  the  evils 
which  attend  them  are  so  peculiar  and  unmitigated  aa  to 
bring  on  those  public  agents  who  may  neglect  lo  guard 
againit  Ibem  the  moat  finrful  responsibility.  The  prea- 
enee  of  an  adequate  military  force  at  or  near  each  of  tbe 
points  where  the  Indians  are  numerous  b  the  most  ef- 
Mctual,  if  not  the  only  effectual  means  of  security  and 
defence.  In  my  judgment,  auch  a  fbrce  cannot  be  fur- 
nished by  our  present  establishment  i  and,  as  neither  mi- 
fitia  nor  volunteers  can  be  employed  for  permanent  gar- 
rheni^  the  object  can  only  be  efi'ected  by  the  increase  of 
tbe  regular  army.  1  truat  it  will  be  provided  for  wiih- 
out  delay." 

Mr.  B.  further  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
at  War  ad  inierim,  to  show  the  deficiency  of  the  gener- 
al ataff,  the  injury  to  tbe  public  service  from  that  dc6ci- 
cncy,  and  the  necessity  of  increasing  it.  He  referred  lo 
the  following  passages  from  bis  report  i 

"4.  General  St^ff.—The  reporU  of  tbe  chiefa  of  tbe 
diff'crent  staff"  departments  exhibit  a  pcnpicuous  view  of 
Ibeir  operationa  during  the  past  year. 

■*I  beg  leave  to  eallyour  attention  to  tbe  communica- 
tion of  the  adjutant  general,  setting  forth  the  difficulties 
which  have  been,  and  are  yet,  experieitced  in  various 
branches  of  tbe  public  Mrvice,  for  the  want  of  additional 
ataff' officers. 

"Tbe  fiscal  operations  of  tbe  qnartermaster'a  and 
subsistence  departmenta  have  been  unusually  heavy,  in 
consequence  of  the  bosttltties  in  which  the  army  Iwa  been 
employed.  It  is  due  to  these  two  important  arms  of  the 
aervice  that  1  should  state  that,  from  the  Ume  when  ade* 
qtute  means  were  placed  at  their  disposal  by  Congress, 
nothing  hu  been  omitted,  on  their  part,  to  provide  the 
neeeasary  supplies  for  (he  troops  in  the  field. 

*<  Tbe  report  of  the  acting  quartennaster  general 
atates  the  progress  made,  or  rather  the  inability  to  make 
progress,  in  the  construction  of  tbe  roads  and  other  works 
with  which  the  department  is  charged.  It  also  exposes, 
in  a  lucid  and  convincing  manner,  the  utter  insufficiency 
of  thta  branch  of  the  aervicr,  sa  now  organized  by  law, 
to  tbe  execution  of  Ihe  duties  committed  to  it. 

"The  complaints  made  in  the  accompanying  pnper^ 
as  to  the  want  of  sufficient  strength  in  the  Blaff  depart- 
ments, appear  to  me  to  be  well  founded. 

**Tbe  present  ayatem  aeems  to  have  been  framed  up* 
on  Ibc  principle  of  concentrating  tbe  business  of  those 
departments  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  of  employ- 
ing therein  a  venr  small  number  of  officers  commissioned 
in  tbe  staff*,  the  defictenciea  being  supplied  by  selections 
fton  tbe  Unci.   This  amngcment  is  very  veil  adapted 


to  a  time  of  profound  peace,  when  officeracan  tMsparci 
from  the  fine  without  injury  to  the  scrrice;  wbe&  tbe 
positiona  of  Uie  troops  are  chte6y  penmnenl;  and  vtwa 
the  changea  which  occur  are  made  with  so  mudi  delib- 
eration aa  to  afford  ample  time  fur  prepattng  sdequile 
meana  of  transportation  and  supply.  But  when  tvp 
bodies  of  troops,  whose  numbers  and  movements  nuj' be 
varied  by  unforeaeen  contingencies^  are  to  be  suppEtd 
in  the  field,  and  at  a  great  dtatanoe  from  the  seat  Go^ 
ernment,  the  ayalem  it  worae  Uian  inaufficirat— iliilbe 
parent  of  cxpenae,  confusion,  and  delay.  Dining  the 
time  necessarily  occupied  in  the  transmisnonoTdetpitdt- 
ea  to  and  of  inatruciiona  from  the  War  Ueparirariiti  (be 
state  of  things  may  be  so  entirely  changed -u  to  nodct 
(he  instructions  inappUcable;  and,  even  if  it  icaiui  tual- 
lered,  the  lossof  time  in  military  operaiioraistlnisa 
great  evil,  and  aometimea  a  fatal  one.  Topmcntin- 
conveniencca  of  tltia  sort,  it  ii  evidently  necnatj  tbt 
staff' officers  of  experience  and  rank  should  beaaonltdi 
whh  the  commander,  and,  to  supply  such  ssMCistc^ibe 
stvfTdepartments  must  be  enlarged.  On  (heotberbu^l 
lo  make  the  line  of  Ihe  army  truly  eflectiv^  officmi 
should  not  be  taken  for  suff  service,  or  oUier  dettdwd; 
duties,  in  lai^  numbers,  nor  Ibr  long  period^  fro*  thtir: 
companiea.  And  when,  to  relieve  the  wcakneaiof  At 
ataff"  on  a  pressing  contingency,  officers  are  lelMtedirM 
the  line,  the  difficulty,  instead  of  being  reme^  ■  » 
ly  exchanged  for  a  new  and  poaMbly  a  greater  tt. 
The  embarraaamenls  occasioned  by  these  causes,  dantf 
the  operations  of  the  year,  have  been  of  canslaalreca* 
rence,  and  of  tbe  most  serious  character. 

"Of  the  works  authorixed  by  acU  passed  at  tl« tat, 
session  of  Congress,  and  belonging  to  the  ordnance  iV- 
partment,  all  have  been  greatly  delayed,  and  sMuea- 
tirely  auspended,  by  tbe  want  oT  the  neccmry  offioa 
10  conduct  them.  The  inleresta  of  the  service,  u  kB 
aa  the  just  claims  of  eonlrsctorf,  whose  psyiaenii  ut 
frequently  delayed  from  inability  to  make  (be  profwr  n- 
apecliona,  call  loudly  for  an  increase  of  this  corps-" 

Hr.  B.  also  referred  lo  the  reports  of  the  difieicnt  of- 
ficers at  Ihe  head  of  different  branches  of  the  staff,  »ni 
of  the  enginee^^  topographical  engineers,  and  ordnwer, 
to  ahow  the  necessity  of  the  augmentation  propoied. 

From  Adjutant  General  Jonea*s  report  Ue  read; 

"  It  cannot  be  doubted  (hat  Ihe  public  service  hum'- 
fered,  and  continues  to  sufiier,  for  want  of  aa  t^^K 
aUff"  for  service  in  (he  field,  and  habitual  doty  >« 
troopa.  Thia  has  been  demonstrated  in  our  netnl  »*• 
tary  operational  and  the  laroenlable  deficiency,  botba 
number  and  of  the  proper  description  of  sUfl"omcen,  H, 
every  point  where  troops  whether  regular  «  "fW*. 
have  bees  emcentrated  or  been  put  in  moUio,  ■  tn 
palpable,  and  ought  not  to  be  doubted  by  any 
ty  it  may  be  to  know  the  wanta  and  underslsnd  the  (m 
condition  of  the  army.  The  military  operatiow  andn 
Generala  Gainen,  Scott,  Jeaup,  Clinch,  Eusti^ 
varioua  official  repurU,  show  the  destitute  dale  «  ut 
service,  as  to  Ibe  inadequacy  of  tbe  adjutant 
inspector*a  and  quarterauatei'adepar^enUaruciUB| 
in  the  field." 

From  tbe  report  of  Major  Crots  he  read  u  f«»wsi  , 

"Charged aa  lam  but  temporarily  with  the^'.^."^ 
the  quartermaster's  department,  I  feel  re»traui^  tm 
making  many  auggrstions  in  relation  to  it  which  v'*' 
come  with  more  propriety  from  its  chief,  now 
a  high  and  important  commandt  but  there  are  focse 
I  cannot  omit,  con<iistcnlly  with  a  faithful  d'octaije « 
the  truat  confided  lo  me.  Tbe  aeeeasity  for  ao  lOfn^ 
ed  organixafion  of  the  department  is  one  oflbf"^_"* 
has  been  represented  heretofore  to  your  prw**''*'; 
and  was,  by  him,  brought  before  Congress  at  IM  ■« 
aesaion.  It  ia  now  my  duty  to  jnQteal  tlie«in<^*'^ 
to  urge  it  with  car^^^^y  CiOOg  Ic 
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"There  is,  perhaps,  no  country,  considering  the  rela- 
tire  force,  whrrelhe  duties  of  the  qutrt^rmuter's  de- 
partment ire  to  arduous  u  they  ire  in  our  own,  espe- 
ttnWf  in  condactinif  our  Indian  wars.  It  necessarily  re- 
suht  fron  differenca  of  eircumttancet.  in  highly  im- 
proTed  and  thickly  aettted  oountriet,  where  the  ftcilities 
of  transportation  are  great,  and  the  means  of  supply 
^nindant,  (here  cannot  be  much  difficulty  in  moving  and 
anpporting  armies;  and  even  in  our  own  country,  on  the 
Atlinttc  horder,  and  on  the  great  lines  of  communication 
in  the  Wcat,  where  those  advantages  exist,  the  difficulty 
is  comparattrely^mall.  But  these  are  not  the  scenes  of 
our  Indian  wars.  They  lie  beyond  the  f^tier,  in  ifae 
nramps  and  fastnesses  of  the  wilderness^  far  removed 
from  the  sources  of  supplyi  and  the  hrtfy  taak  of  mov- 
ing and  sustaining  our  armies  under  these  cirenmstances 
belongs  to  the  quartermaster's  department. 

"  Experience  has  shown  that  ttie  present  organizition, 
both  as  to  number  and  grades,  was  barely  sufficient  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  service  ten  years  ago,  when  the 
army  was  measurably  inactive.  It  is  altogetlier  inade- 
quate now  to  a  proper  discharge  of  the  heavy  and  im- 
portant duties  which  devolve  upon  the  department  un- 
der present  circumstances,  when  not  merely  the  regular 
army,  but  large  masses  of  volunteers  and  militia,  are  call- 
ed into  active  service.  Iluring  the- present  year,  there 
have  been  four  separate  armies  in  the  field,  mustering 
from  two  to  ten  thousand  men  each,  and  operating  un- 
der circumstances  involving  great  difficulties  in  regard 
to  transportation  and  sapplies;  and*  considering  our  ex- 
tensive and  complicated  Indian  relations^  a  similar  stale 
of  things  will,  in  atl  probability,  too  often  recur.  If  it 
be  supposed  that  the  present  denization  of  the  depart- 
ment, whose  executive  officers  consist  of  but  four  ma- 
jors, six  captiuns,  and  fourteen  lieutenants,  drawn  from 
tlie  line,  is  equal  to  such  an  efflergency»  It  is  undoubted' 
ly  an  error. 

'*  Prior  to  the  year  1818,  there  were  dividon  quarier- 
maater  generals,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  who  were  ex- 
ecutive officers,  and  attended  the  army  in  the  field  when 
oceaaiont  required.  In  my  humble  judgment,  (here  has 
not  been  a  period  since  the  war  of  1812,  when  the  ne- 
cenity  iif  such  officers  was  half  so  urgent  as  it  is  at  the 
present  time.  There  is  now  no  exrcutive  officer  whose 
rank  is  sufficient  (o  give  him  precedence  in  his  own  de- 
partment in  a  campaign)  and  the  case  has  twice  occur- 
red recently,  where  the  quartermaster  general  of  a  Ter- 
ritory, by  virtue  of  his  superior  rank  as  c^onel,  became 
entitled  to  the  chief  direction  of  the  operations  of  that 
department  of  the  atafT  by  whose  agency  the  army  was  < 
tu  be  moved  and  supported — a  duty  second  only  in  im*  ' 
portance  to  the  chief  command.  I  submit  whether  it  is 
right  that  (he  advantages  of  twenty  yeara'  experience  in 
the  details  of  the  department  should  thus  be  measurably 
lost  to  the  service  fur  want  of  adequate  rank  to  render  it 
available." 

From  the  report  of  General  Gratiot,  of  the  engineers, 
be  read  as  follows: 

*'  Office  of  the  Chief  Engineer. — ^The  bodneas  of  the  of- 
fice has  been  steadily  increasing  for  many  years,  and  is 
constantly  augmented  by  the  reference  of  new  objects 
provided  for  at  each  succeeding  session,  of  Congress.  An 
idea  of  this  increase  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that, 
in  1833,  the  whole  amount  of  funds  referred  for  applica- 
tion was  #53(^150,  and  which  ha*  regularly  augmented 
up  to  the  present  time  to  #3,643,371  76.  The  duties 
of  the  clerks  have  consequently  so  increased  that  a  prop- 
er record  of  tranaactions  cannot  be  kept  up,  and  the 
salary  allowed,  while  much  below  that  in  other  depart- 
ments whose  business,  whether  in  magnitude  or  respvn- 
■ibilily,  is  believed  to  be  no  greater,  is  not  sufficient  to 
remunerate  them  for  their  services,  or  to  command  aach 
as  either  the  interest  or  deapateh  of  the  public  barineM 
requires. 


"  It  will  be  seen,  by  the  foregoing  report  of  operations, 
that  in  msnj'  instances  no  provision  could  be  made  for 
applying  certain  appropriations  to  the  objects  intended, 
while,  in  otbera,  the  arrangement!,  though  the  best 
within  the  control  of  the  depar(ment>  were  not  such  as 
could  have  been  wished. 

**The  desire  to  fulfil  the  wiahea  of  Congress  led  me  to 
impose  upon  the  officers  of  the  department  more  duty 
than  they  can  properly  execute,  and  more,  I  am  aware, 
than  the  interests  of  the  separate  works  would  authorise* 
However  frequently  and  earnestly  I  have  represented 
the  impolicy  of  this  course,  I  cannot  refrain  from  brings 
ing  before  you  the  propriety  of  adopting  some  measures^ 
either  to  reduce  the  duties  now  devolved  upon  the  de- 
partqjent,  or  to  enlarge  its  powers  of  action  commensu- 
rate with  the  wants  of  the  aerviee.  The  reasons  for 
such  a  step,  drawn  and  substantiated  by  the  annual  his- 
tory of  operations,  have  been  so  often  given  that  they 
need  not  now  be  repeaiedt  and  I  will  only  add  that,  un- 
der the  present  oi^sniaation  of  the  corps  of  engineers, 
the  wishes  of  Congreas,  so  far  as  ihey  depend  upon  this 
branch  of  theserviee,  cannot  be  complied  with,  the  pub- 
lic interest  cannot  be  attended  io»  nor  the  defence  or  the 
country  keep  pace  with  the  number  of  appropriations. 
Under  these  eircumatances,  I  must  again  recomiMnd 
that  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  office  be  increased  to 
seven,  with  salaries  equal  Co  those  in  the  civil  depart- 
ments, and  that  (he  corps  of  engineers  be  doubled  in 
its  numbers." 

Among  the  numerous  and  important  objecta  commit- 
ted to  the  engineer  department  at  the  last  season  of 
Congress,  and  which  could  not  be  attended  to  for  want 
uf  officers,  Mr.  B.  particularized  the  appropriation  of 
#75,000  for  increasing  the  depth  of  water  in  the  mouth 
of  the  Mississippi,  an  object  in  which  a  great  city,  a  num- 
ber of  States,  and  an  immense  commerce,  were  concern- 
ed, and  which  had  to  he  deferred  lor  want  of  officers  to 
make  a  topographical  survey. 

From  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Abert,  of  the 
topographical  engineers,  he  read  as  follows: 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  again  to  call  your  attention 
to  ibe  organization  and  increase  of  the  corps  of  topo- 
graphical engineers. 

"The  subject  has  been  so  frequently  brought  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  Department  and  of  Congress,  and  explanatlona 
of  its  advantagea  and  necesuty  are  stated  in  ao  much  de> 
tail,  in  eommanicationa  from  this  bureau  ss  well  as  in  a  re- 
port from  the  Military  Committee  of  the  Hoase  of  Hep- 
resentativeSi  that  they  leave  nothing  further  to  be  aa^, 
or  only  in  addition  to  refer  to  the  facts  detailed  in  this  re- 
port, which  prove  the  utter  inability  of  the  bureau  to 
execute  the  duties  assigned  to  it,  under  the  various  laws 
of  Congress,  without  further  aid.  It  may  also  be  well  to 
add,  that  (he  aid  here(of(n«  received  from  the  army  is 
now  no  longer  to  be  obtained. 

**  The  extreme  inconvenience  to  which  the  army  has 
been  exposed  from  the  system  of  military  details  for  du- 
ties out  of  the  line,  not  only  during  the  Indian  diatarb- 
ancrs  on  our  frontier,  but  for  yeara  before — a  system, 
the  parent  of  extravagance,  confusion,  and  discontent, 
and  which,  even  in  its  partial  action,  has  (as  events  have 
proved)  to  be  abandoned  on  evenr  alight  emergency-— 
has  induced  the  President  to  check  it  by  a  pontive  lioU- 
tation  of  the  number  which  can  in  any  event  be  detailed 
for  detached  duty. 

"Under  the  foregoing  circumstances,  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  is  no  remedy  but  in  a  better  organizition  of 
the  corps. 

"In  relation  to  the  organiaition,  I  will  merely  submit 
a  copy  of  the  bill  which  met  the  apprdiation  of  Con* 
gresB  in  its  last  session,  having  passed  the  Senate  twice* 
and  having  been  three  times  reported-te  the  House,  and 
passed  through  a  sceoDdDip^««K>llte!iiBlD<@^i€K  bill 
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from  iu  own  MUilary  Commitlee,  and  Iwice  in  bilb  from 
the  Senate.*' 

Prom  the  report  urcnlunel  Bomfordt  of  the  Oidnance 
department,  lie  read  as  rullowt: 

"  Diligentatid  alrenumis  clTurts  have  been  made  to  ac- 
complish  tlie  various  objects  set  furih  in  Die  I'lwa  of  ap- 
propriation, passed  during  the  last  <ession  of  Congrei*, 
for  the  service  of  lUis  department.  But  fur  want  of  of. 
fieerato  aid  in  conducting  its  operations,  the  works  al 
I^iberty,  Uiaaouri;  Memphis,  Tennesseei  Little  Rock, 
Arlwnsas;  Baton  Rouge,  Louisianst  Fayelteville,  North 
Carolinat  Charleiton,  South  Carolina;  Uie  magazine  at 
the  araenal  in  Washington  cityi  and  the  erection  of  the 
shot  furnacea  along  the  seacoast,  have  all  been  uuHVoid- 
ably  delayed,  and  some  of  them  suspended.  A  like  in- 
convenience has  been  felt  at  the  principal  arsenxts  at 
Walervliet,  PitUibtirg,  Washington  city,  ai.d  Waterlown, 
where  extensive  operationa  are  progressing,  and  una- 
voidably impeded  by  the  want  of  the  necessary  and  usu- 
al atsiitance  of  ofllicera.  The  depailmenis  for  the  in- 
spection of  cannon  and  small  arms  antl  accuuirements 
are  subject  to  the  same  inconvenience;  the  former  being 
entirely  suspended,  and  the  latter  prcgrcaiingwUh  diffi- 
culty, for  the  want  of  additional  force. 

*'  There-  is  another  and  very  acrious  incoDvcniencr, 
which  extends  to  every  post  of  the  department  where 
there  is  but  one  officer,  and  more  especially  to  those 
commanded  by  the  chiera  of  inspections.  These  officers, 
with  other  commanders  of  posts  who  are  unaided  by  as- 
sistant officers,  are  frequently  and  unavoidubly  absent  on 
business  connected  wilti  the  posts  or  the  inspection  of 
cannon  or  small  armsj  and  durii.*^  those  absencea  are 
obliged  to  leave  their  postssomeiimeafor  many  days  with- 
out an  officer,  and  in  charge  of  irresponiible  persons, 
wholly  unacquainted  with  the  varioua  points  (many  of 
them  mattera  of  military  science)  connected  with  the 
buaineas  of  the  po^t,  and  which  require  daily  and  hourly 
decision.  Such  inexperienced  persons,  from  want  of  the 
pioper  authority  under  the  laws  and  reguUtionx,  are,  in 
many  cases,  wholly  incapable  of  acting;  and  where  their 
delegated  authority  from  the  officer  is  sufficient,  they 
must  either  decide  aa  the  ca^es  arise,  and  most  probably 
errmeously,  or  postpone  action  to  the  arrival  of  an  ofii* 
cert  and  in  this  manner  the  public  business  ia  either  en- 
cumbered with  inconvenient  and  expensive  delays,  or 
perhaps  with  the  still  greater  expense  of  a  wrong  de- 
cision, which  cannot  be  remedied. 

"  It  cannot  be  disguised  that,  ui.less  the  service  of  this 
department  be  relieved  by  the  proper  autlwrity  from 
iheae  disadvantages,  ita  immense  material  of  war  and  ex- 
tenaive  buildinga  and  machinery,  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, are  liable  to  sustain  (he  most  serious  losses  from 
flre,  defective  preservation,  and  other  causes,  while  its 
ayatem  of  service  may  be  deranged  by  irregularity  in  the 
current  business  of  the  arsenals,  and  by  complexity  and 
confuaion  in  its  business  transactions  with  the  chief  of 
the  department. 

"  1  had  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  decision,  on  the  28ih 
ultimo,  a  communication  from  the  lieutenant  coloi»e|  of 
ordnance,  inspector  of  armories  and  arsenals,  urging  the 
difficulty  of  his  proceeding  with  the  inspections  in  his 
department,  with  the  present  inadequate  allowance  of 
transportation,  and  requestirg  to  be  relieved  from  the 
more  distant  inspections,  in  consequence  of  (he  heavy 
expenses  in  which  they  involve  him.  It  is  proper  here 
to  remark,  that  (he  aame  complaints  have  been  repeated- 
ly made  by  the  other  officers  employed  in  the  inspec.iona 
of  this  department." 

The  condition  of  the  ordnance  department,  Mr.  B. 
said,  could  be  exhibited  in  a  lew  words.  There  were 
fourteen  officers  in  the  deparlment;  and  they  had  be- 
tween eighteen  and  nineteen  millions  of  public  property 
to  take  cue  of,  dispersed  through  six-and-lwenty  States, 
twoTemtone^  and  one  District. 


From  all  these  reports,  confirmed  by  hia  own  reflec- 
tions  and  observation!*,  Mr.  B.  felt  authorized  to  tay  that 
the  general  staff  of  the  army,  the  engineers  proper,  the 
topographical  engineers,  and  the  ordnance,  were  all  ina 
slate  of  impossibility.  It  waa  impossible  lor  f  hem  to  do 
their  duties!  No  human  exertion — no  toil  of  the  body- 
no  strain  of  the  muscles — no  tension  of  the  mind — could 
enable  them  to  do  it.  The  work  imposed  upon  them 
was  beyond  human  eflTorta  to  perform.  The  eonsequeoee 
was  delay  and  neglect  in  many  branches  of  the  service— 
committal  of  objecta  to  temporary  or  incompetent  hands 
in  others — overburdening  willing  officen  with  exceuive 
and  incongruous  labor — and  inflicting  Iosb  and  damage 
upon  the  country  itself,  which  was  the  real  loser  froni 
all  defective  administrations  of  its  afTaira. 

Mr.  B.  having  completely  vindicated  the  bill,  aa  he 
believed,  in  ila  two  msin  featurea — the  increase  of  the 
rank  and  file  and  the  increase  of  the  general  staff- 
would  next  give  some  conaideration  to  a  few  detached 
provisions,  and  flattered  himself  tliat  he  could  show  them 
to  be  eminently  entitled  to  the  favorable  action  of  the 
Senate.  The  lirst  of  these  provisions  was  in  the  four- 
teenth section,  and  waa  in  the  following  words: 

"  Sac.  14.  Md  be  il  further  maetedt^  That  Trom  and 
after  (he  passage  of  this  act,  the  army  ration,  when  not 
received  in  kind,  shall  be  eatimaied  at  twenty-five  cenia 
per  ration;  and  that  every  eommiasioned  olScer  of  the 
line  or  stafl*  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  one  additional 
ration  per  diem  for  every  five  years  that  he  may  have 
served  or  shall  serve  in  the  army  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  paymaster  general,  surgeon  general,  and  com- 
missary general  of  purchases,  shall  each  be  allowed  six 
rations  per  diem,  and  the  additional  ration  allowed  in  this 
section." 

The  cbject  of  this  Bectlon»  Ur.  D.  aaid,  wu  obvioai 

and  plain)  it  waa  to  extend  aome  little  additional  com- 
penaation  to  (he  officers  of  our  army.  The  first  questioo 
was,  did  they  need  any  additional  compensation?  And  on 
this  point  he  quoted  with  satisfaction,  not  only  the  former 
opinions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cu- 
HouH,]  but  hia  present  opinions  also.  In  his  report  of 
1818  he  particularly,  descanted  upon  the  inadequacy  of 
the  pay,  and  sliowcd  it  to  be  less  tlian  it  wa%  the  depre> 
ciation  of  money  conaidercd,  during  the  revolutionary 
var.  In  his  speech  this  day,  though  objecting  to  the  in- 
creased expenses  of  the  army,  on  account  of  increaaed 
numbers,  yet  he  does  not  object  to  an  increase  of  pay, 
but  explicity  advocates  il,  and  declares  himself  resdy  to 
vote  for  il.  Turning  (o  the  report  ol  the  ptesent  Secre- 
tary at  Wnadintefim,  (  Ur.  Attorney  General  Butler,)  and 
it  will  be  Been,  at  pagts  1 16  and  117  of  hia  report  that 
I  he  urgently  recommenda  an  incn  ase  of  pay.  Keferriog 
to  his  own  knowledge,  he  (Mr.  B.)  waa  certain  that 
an  increase  was  den-anded  by  every  consideration  con- 
nected with  the  public  service.  A  great  many  offioen^ 
and  those  of  the  age  and  acquirements  to  be  moat  uacful 
to  the  country,  were  retiring  from  the  aervice,  from  the 
inadequacy  of  the  preaent  pay  and  the  gloominess  of  the 
prospect  ahead.  No  less  than  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
commissioned  officers  bad  resigned  during  the  year 
1836.  Seven  othera,  appointed  to  commands  in  the  new 
regiment  of  dragoons,  had  declined  to  accept  their  cos* 
missions;  making  124  officers,  in  our  small  establish- 
ment,  refusing,  tn  the  course  of  one  year,  to  remain  ia 
it!  Inadequacy  of  compensation  is  the  inducing  cause  to 
tt.eae  retirmgs,  in  almost  every  instance.  For  many  years 
the  officers  have  petitioned  for  an  increase  of  pay,  and 
have  petitioned  in  vain.  White  compensation  has  been  ia- 
created  to  almost  all  others,  (hat  of  (he  srmy  remains  sta* 
tionary,  and  may  be  assumed  to  be  inferior  now,  depreci- 
ation ol  money  considered,  to  what  it  was  upwards  of  half 
a  century  ago,  during  the  time  ^the  Kevolutioo.  No 
doubt,  then,  can  remgin„.bu^|bi(^^:^^com|Kif 
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Btion  ought  to  be  ^iven.  The  next  inquiry  ii,  whelHer 
Ike  incrrue  proposed  by  (hit  Mction  is  proper  and 
idequite.  Mr.  B.  believed  it  to  be  proper*  «i  f«r  u  it 
wtm,  but  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough — that  it  was  not 
xleqiule.  It  proposed  a  iroall  increase  in  two  toodesi 
Am,  in  the  price  of  the  ration^  when  not  dnwn  in  kindi 
KCMdljr,  an  additional  ration  per  diem  Tor  every  Ave 
Tcare*  arrviee.  The  first  of  theie  increases  is  manifestly 
proper.  Tbe  present  price  of  the  army  ration  is  twenty 
centf.  It  wu  fixed  at  that  sum  in  1808,  when  the  price 
of  Uriog  was  little  more  than  bulf  what  it  now  is.  The 
aune  principle  wbich  fixed  it  at  twenty  cents  then  would 
etrrr  il  alMm  thirty  nowi  iMit,  as  the  navy  ntion  was 
lied  at  twenty-five  cents*  Hr.  B.  had  not  proposed 
Dore  for  the  army.  The  increase  in  the  price  of  the 
titioe  was  the  more  necessary,  because  it  only  applied 
ahenthe  ration  Was  not  drawn  In  kind.  Thia  happened 
prineipalljr  in  Iravetlin)^,  or  in  boarding  in  hotels  wliile 
npf^  on  duty,  and  where  the  preaent  subsiatence 
inowance  was  an  absolute  nullity  if  limited  to  it.  It 
■mid  lake  two  or  three  rations  to  get  a  breakfait,  three 
or  bur  to  get  m  dinner,  two  or  three  to  get  a  aupper* 
soetoget  a  bed,  &e.  IF  the  price  of  tbe  ration  was 
Bsv  fixed  at  33|  cenis,  it  would  only  be  in  proportion 
tovhat  it  waa  when  fixed  at  twenty  in  1808. 

The  additional  ration  per  diem  for  every  fire  years' 
Krriee,  Hr.  B.  apprehended,  rested  on  a  principle 
■faicb,  though  new  in  our  service,  waa  eminently  just 
sad  commendable  within  itself.  It  discarded  tbe  prin- 
(iple  of  rank  and  promotion,  which  was  always  irregu- 
br  and  uncertain,  and  took  that  of  time  and  service, 
which  was  always  regular  and  certain.  An  officer'a  ex- 
pentcigo  on  iocreasing  with  time,  whether  he  obtains 
fink  and  promotion  or  not.  He  gains  age  at  all  events, 
tad  ige  brin^  it§  attendant  wants  and  necessities.  Of- 
ten lie  marne%  and  lits  family  increases  with  time, 
vhetber  his  rank  advsncet  or  not.  Even  if  he  does 
Mt  Mrry,  the  caaualliea  of  fiunily  connexions  o^en 
ihrsw  upon  him  relations,  near  and  dear,  with  whom 
he  is  bouid  to  divide  his  support.  Uis  expenses,  then, 
ioerease  with  time,  whether  rank  and  promotion  come 
or  not;  and  it  has  been  thought  right  to  meet  these  ac- 
cuBulaling  expenses  with  some  additional  periodically 
Kcruing  compensation.  This  is  rendered  more  proper, 
Iwcaoie  in  some  regiments  snd  corps  promotion  ia  much 
more  slow  than  in  otherst  and,  in  many  grades,  there  ia 
w)  promotinn  at  all;  and  in  our  service,  pensions  and 
bilf  pay  to  retiring  officers  are  unknown.  Tbe  princi- 
ple of  a  periodical  increase  of  compensation  being  shown 
)ot>e  jait  and  equitable,  it  is  prescmed  that  no  objec- 
tion can  be  made  to  the  application  of  the  principle  in 
Ibis  bill,  except  th>t  (be  increase  is  almost  too  small  to 
l>e  offered — only  one  additional  ration  for  each  five 
rears'  service. 

Ur.  B.  said  there  were  a  few  remaining  proviaions, 
the  bare  statement  of  which  would  vindicate  ihemselTes. 
1>  A  reatoration  the  bounties  and  premiums  to  re- 
^ii).  These  were  abolished  about  three  years  ago,  as 
>n  etperiment,  and  because  the  recruit  often  received 
hn  bounty,  and  then  Immediately  deserted.  To  obviate 
ihis,  and  at  the  same  time  to  encourage  recruits,  the 
bounty  is  restored,  but  one  half  of  it  deferred  until  tbe 
rtcrutt  joins  a  corps,  and  is  mustered  into  service.  Mr. 
B.  repeated,  the  abolition  of  the  bounty,  about  three 
ytan  ago,  was  an  experiment,  which  experience  had 
eondenmedt  *nd  it  waa  deemed  best  to  go  on  in  the  old 
*>y>  which,  both  in  the  American  and  British  service, 
hsd  given  bounties  to  recruits,  ever  since  recruits  were 
enliited.  3.  An  increase  of  pay  to  the  privates  and  non- 
commtitsioned  officers.  This  amounted  to  one  dollar  in 
u  i"*"!"*  waa-too  obviously  necessary  to  need 

ehicidatioa.  The  pay  of  tbe  private  was  now  six  dollan 
>  noMbi  the  utcrcaae  will  make  it  Mven.  Tbe  increase 


is  necessary  to  obtain  men  and  to  save  money;  fur  if 
the  ranks  of  the  army  are  nut  filled  st  seven  dollars  a 
month,  their  place  will  be  supplied  by  volunteers  and 
militia,  that  will  cost  far  more.  3.  A  commutation  of 
the  whiskey  component  part  of  tbe  ration  for  augar  and 
coffee.  Thia  is  regulation  nowi  the  bill  proposes  to 
^ke  it  law.  The  only  difference  is,  that  the  bill  slight- 
ly inoreascB  the  quantity  allowed  by  regulation.  4.  A 
proviuon  for  employing  chaplains  at  some  of  the  military 
posts.  Tfais,  Mr.  B.  said,  waa  not  the  restoration  of 
chaplains  to  the  army,  which  formerly  existed,  and  which 
have  bccD  aboliahed  for  many  yeara.  It  waa  not  a  prop- 
DsiUon  to  re-eatablish  chaplain^  to  be  appointed  by  th« 
Preaident  and  Senate,  and  to  M\ow  regiments  in  the 
fieldt  but  the  whole  object  of  it  was  to  aid  the  oflieen 
at  posts  in  procuring  the  servieea  of  clergymen,  both  for 
performing  divine  service  snd  for  perfuraiing  the  useful 
and  respectable  office  of  teaching  tbe  children  of  the 
post.  This  is  now  done,  at  their  own  expense,  at  many 
of  tbe  frontier  posts,  where  the  offteers  and  soldiers  are 
sufficiently  numerous  to  bear  the  burden.  The  object 
of  this  section  is  merely  to  aid  them  in  this  latidable 
work,  and  to  leave  the  elKiiee  of  tbe  chaplain  where  It 
now  and  where  there  is  the  best  meant  of  knowing 
who  is  fit,  and  where  there  is  the  greatest  interest  in  hav- 
ing fit  characters. 

With  these  explanations,  Mr.  B.  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  found  entitled  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  to  whose  decision  it  was  now  submitted. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  said  he  was  much  gratified  with  tbe 
opportunity  of  showing  that  there  was  not  the  slightest 
inconsisleney  between  his  course  at  this  time  and  that 
to  which  the  Senator  from  Misaouri  had  so  triumphantly 
alluded.  Hr.  C.  then  went  on  (o  recapitulate  the 
grounds  of  objection  he  had  before  atated  as  to  tbe  re- 
duction of  the  Indian  frontier,  &c.  And  how  had  tbe 
Senator  met  these  objections/  By  reading  a  report 
made  by  bim  when  Secretary  of  War,  in  oppoution 
to  a  proposed  reduction  of  the  army.  Mr.  C.  alluded 
to  the  different  state  of  the  country  at  the  two  periods 
of  tinte.  We  had  just  erAerged  from  the  exasperation 
of  a  recent  war,  in  which  numbers  of  the  Indians  had 
been  engaged,  and  many  cruellies  committed.  There 
still  remained  much  hostile  feeling  on  both  sides.  A 
lai^e  furce  remained  at  Rouse's  Point,  and  another  at 
Sackett's  Harbor.  Our  fortifications  were  dilapidated. 
There  were  100,000  hostile  Indians  in  the  interior  of  the 
cimntry,  in  the  very  midst  of  us,  besides  a  vast  body 
still  mure  hostile  on 'the  frontier.  The  South  American 
States  had  recently  been  liberated  from  tbe  yoke  of 
Spain,  and  the  Holy  Alliance  were  meditating  an  armed 
interference  in  that  contest,  snd  were  with  difficulty  dis- 
suaded from  the  attempt.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  bad  been  of  opinion  that  the  proposed  reduction  In 
our  military  establiahment  ahould  not  take  place.  The 
Senator  from  Missouri,  however,  bad  forgotten  to  tell 
the  Senate  one  thing:  that  he  himself  had  been  opposed 
to  the  report,  and  had  voted  against  it. 
[Mr.  Bkmtoit.  1  waa  not  heie.] 
Mr.  C.  said,  perhaps  he  was  mistaken  in  the  date,  but 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  bad  certainly  aided  in  the  re- 
duction, and  voted  for  it  in  1821t  snd  jet  he  accuses  me 
of  inconsistency  in  now  opposing  its  increase.  Mr.  C. 
said  that,  when  the  reduction  did  take  place,  he  had 
been  almost  the  only  man  who  waa  in  favor  of  fixing  the 
number  of  the  army  at  10,000.  Mr.  Uaahiell,  a  member 
of  the  other  House,  had  proposed  6,500,  to  which  Mr. 
C.  had  replied  that  he  would  ansent  to  that  number  but 
for  the  large  British  furce  still  remaining  in  Canada.  The 
same  principlea  which  actuated  him  then  governed  him 
now,  and  be  was  happy  in  being  able  to  show  that  there 
waa  no  ineonnsteney  in  hh  course.  /Tne-jnajuvlm  was 
upright  in  his  intenitoM^  liM  iti«fe6tafelif«a^^^lki  his 
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duty,  need  not  tnr  raHinj^into  ineonahtrncy.  The  report 
which  the  Kenlleman  had  quoted  Mr.  C.  prided  himself 
in.  He  had  been  urged  by  parlies  on  both  cidea*  but 
be  had  Mood  firm  and  kept  hti  i^round,  objeelini;  lo  the 
reduction  on  the  principle  that  the  eatablMioient  of  the 
army  should  be  the  most  suble  thing  in  the  Govem- 
ment.  As  to  the  charge  or  having  been  in  Tavor  of 
fortifying  the  Gulf  and  the  Chesapeake,  and  now  being 
opposed  to  fortifications,  Mr.  C.  bad  urged  those  meas- 
ures when  he  was  in  the  House  of  Representativest  and 
afterwards,  when  Secretary  of  War,  he  had  used  his  ut* 
moat  eiertiona  to  have  the  objects  effected.  l*he  Sena* 
tor  charged  him  With  opposing  the  defence  of  Baltimore, 
but  the  charge  was  not  fairly  stated.  The  fortification 
of  Baltimore  formed  but  one  item  in  a  bill  which  went 
to  laviah  millions,  and  his  opposition  had  been  directed 
against  the  bill  in  general,  on  account  of  its  extrava- 
gance. He  never  had  been  in  fovor  of  fortifying  alt  the 
exposed  points  In  the  Chesaprake  bay,  beeauve  they 
were  so  numerous.  His  plan  had  been  to  fortify  tho- 
roHghl)  below,  and  to  combine  the  tdefence  by  forts 
with  that  from  floating  batteries  and  tlie  navy. 

Beside^  the  expenditures  of  the  Govemment  in  ]818 
bad  been  very  different  from  what  lliey  were  now.  fhe 
whole  expenditure  then,  exclusive  of  the  public  debt, 
bad  not  exceeded  ten  miilioiis,  It  was  now  twenty-five 
or  twenty-tix  millions,  and  yet  Mr.  C.  was  accuaed  of 
Inconsistency  in  opposing,  under  circumstances  so  dif- 
ferent, an  uncalled'for  exlension  of  our  military  estab- 
lishment. The  Senator  had  referred  to  our  experience 
in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  aa  demonstrating  an  increase  of 
(he  army  to  be  indispensable.  Our  experience  in  that 
war  demonstrated  a  very  diflTerent  thing.  Tt  proved 
that  we  should  appoint  among  the  Indians  faithful 
agent%  who  would  not  stand  by  and  suffer  the  Indians 
to  be  trampled  in  the  dust.  And>8  to  the  Florida  war, 
he  had  recently  conversed  with  a  gentleman  from  the 
apot,  who  assured  him  tbst  nothing  occasioned  that  con- 
test but  the  very  grossest  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
Government.  General  I'hompaon,  our  Indian  agent, 
and  formerly  a  member  of  llie  other  House,  when  a  cer* 
tain  order  of  the  Drparlmeni  in  respect  to  the  purchase 
of  negroes  had  been  received  by  him,  had  warmly  re* 
ntonatrated,  and  had  even  refused  to  execute  the  order, 
warning  ihe  Department  that  it  would  inerilably  pro- 
voke a  war.  The  order,  howcTcr,  had  been  enforced 
by  the  authority  of  the  President  himself,  as  Mr.  C.  un- 
derstood. In  like  manner.  General  Clinch  had  again 
and  again  apprized  the  Government  that  there  would  be 
lioatiliiies  on  that  frontier,  unless  additional  forces  should 
be  despatched  to  strengthen  his  position.  And,  aa  to 
the  miserable  Creek  war,  he  believed  that  Ihe  Senators 
from  Georgia  ihemaelvea  would  both  admit  that  frauds 
and  oppreasion,  beyond  til  human  endurance,  had  been 
Ihe  real  cause  of  that  contest.  It  was  more  than  human 
nature  would  endure.  The  reptile  iiaelf  would  turn 
when  it  was  trampled  on . 

[Mr.  CcTUBERT  here  interposed  with  some  warmth. 
He  was  undcrxtood  to  deny  Ihe  charge,  as  applied  to 
Georgia,  and  to  refer  it  to  the  treatment  of  Indians  in 
Alabama.] 

Mr.  C.  insisted  on  Ihe  truth  of  the  charge.  The 
facta  were  open  and  palpable,  and  notorious  aa  our  own 
existence.  Hen  had  made  fortunes  by  treating  those 
Indians  in  such  a  manner  as  fixed  a  stsin  on  human  na- 
ture. Mr.  C.  again  said  that  what  was  wanted  to  pro- 
tect us  from  the  Indians  was  not  more  troops,  but  more  < 
faithful  agents.  The  remnants  of  these  native  tribes 
were  now  a  disheartened  and  broken  down  people. 
They  had  once  eateemed  themselves  the  g^ateat  na* 
tions  on  tiM  earib,  but  tltur  bad  now  become  convinced 
of  our  strength  and  their  own  weakness.  TIte  half- 
bloods  among  itaem  were  partially  civilized.  Thry  were 


sensible  of  ihe  value  of  property,  and  very  dearoosto 
acquire  it.  The  heavy  annuities  accruing  to  their  tribes, 
by  treaties  with  the  Govemmen>,  afforded  ample  leca- 
rity  for  their  remaining  peaceable,  unless  oppreaed  be- 
yond endurance.  Send  them  fit  agents,  and  yoa  wU 
hear  no  more  oflndian  wars. 

Mr.  C.  briefly  recapitulated  the  grounds  of  argument 
he  had  advanced,  and  observed,  in  conchuion,  that, 
while  the  navy  was  our  great  arm  of  defeitce,  all  tbst 
we  needed  in  the  army  wu  to  keep  up  our  niGtaty 
science,  and  to  preaerve  a  well-organized  staff.  Ob  the 
latter  subject,  he  had  not  particularly  examined  tUs  btlL 
It  was  very  possible  that  there  might  be  some  neccsrity 
In  increasing  the  staff  of  the  armyt  and  if,  on  fgrlher  io* 
vestigation,  he  should  be  convinced  of  this,  and  a  sepa- 
rate bill  should  be  introduced  for  that  purpose,  he  wouM 
very  cheerfully  yield  it  hts  support;  but  for  ihe  present 
bill  he  could  not  vote. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  correct  an  asaertion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina.  When  that  gentleman  had 
said  titft  Mr.  B.  had  opposed  the  reduction  in  1818,  he 
had  merely  thrown  the  words  across  to  apprize  him  of 
hismistakei  and,  had  they  been  received  in  a  frieiully 
manner,  he  should  have  done  the  same  when  the  Sens- 
tor  made  his  second  assertion  as  to  Mr.  B's  hivin; 
voted  against  (be  reduction  bill  in  1831.  It  wu  not  the 
fact.  He  bad  not  been  in  Congress  in  either  of  those 
years. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  some  explanatioHi  which  wti 
not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  CRIITBNDEN  spoke  in  oppfMition  to  the  bifl. 
It  called  upon  the  country,  in  a  time  of  profound  pesoe, 
lo  increase  our  military  establishment  one  third,  fixing 
the  minimum  of  the  army  at  12,500  men.  Mr.  C.  dis- 
claimed any  apprehension  of  danger  from  a  source  like 
this.  He  knew  that  the  Americsn  people  wtre  perfectly 
competent  to  their  own  protection,  even  if  it  were  pos- 
sible that  the  army  abould  be  so  wanting  in  patrtolisiB  >s 
to  be  inclined  to  turn  ila  arma  against  the  country.  Bat, 
while  he  entertained  no  Fesra  of  this  kind,  he  bad  no 
idea  of  getting  up  a  large  military  establishment  to  cist 
a  shade  over  the  militia.  The  public  liberty  might  not 
be  endangered  by  itj  but  still,  in  adopting  a  meawpsol 
this  hind.  Congress  would  be  entering  on  a  rosd  which 
led  on  to  dangerous  consequences.  The  same  politial 
principles  which  opposed  a  standing  army  vcrec^tially 
opposed  lo  all  unnecessary  increase  of  our  militaiy 
establishment.  Where  was  the  least  indicalion  of  lbs 
danger  of  a  warf  Was  it  on  Ihe  West,  the  Nortb»««, 
or  the  Southwest  frontier?  From  whom  was  It  to  be 
apprehended?  From  our  Indian  neiglibors?^  There 
were  two  regiments  of  mounted  troops  readyin  smo- 
ment  to  check  any  sudden  noovement. 

[Mr.  LiRit  here  interposed,  and  asked  lesveteW' 
reet  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  wu  mistakes  u 
to  a  point  of  fact.  It  was  very  true  that  two  Kgimenti 
of  cavalry  had  been  raised,  but  much  the  greater  part 
of  them  had  been  drawn  oflT  to  Ihe  southern  extremity  ol 
the  line  and  into  Florida.  Whenever  an  Indian  ear  i 
should  happen,  that  mounted  force  would  be  reqwrea  | 
at  the  particular  spot  where  the  eruption  was  inade,ans 
it  would  therefore  be  necessary  to  ststion  suiite  other 
forces  along  the  line  of  the  frontier.]  . 

Mr.  C.  resumed.  He  did  not  pretend  lobeasveH 
acquainted  with  the  particular  atations  where  Ib«e 
troops  were  posted  as  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  b"* 
he  knew  that  they  bad  been  raised  for  the  very  P«"T"* 
he  had  stated  j  and  if  any  part  of  them  had  been  alW 
off  into  Florida,  he  presumed  the  srrangentent  wouWm 
but  temporary.  Mr.  C.  profeased  to  have  some 
quaintance  with  the  people  of  the  Weal.  He  ™S 
qualities  of  their  beari%  and  warfiiUT  eonv'fced  of  ib^ 
courage  and  patriotb94zbiifc)MLMeVM  »> 
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of  10,000  men  would  not  be  niffictent  to  protect  the 
whirfe  of  our  Western  frontier  from  i  ludden  eruption 
hy  an  tnd'utn  force,  which  might  break  out,  and  burn  a 
neighborhood,  and  ■msHacre  the  inhabitants.  But  it 
■erer  could  amount  to  much  more  thsn  tliat.  What 
were  the  grounds  of  this  Budilen  alsrm^  What  had 
created  so  great  a  dread  of  those  70,000  Indians,  com- 
posed of  the  frsgments,  the  broken  rrsgments,  of  a  poor, 
disheartened,  dispirited,  down-trodden  peopled  It  was 
in  vain  to  affect  a  terror  of  this  now  fallen  race,  tram, 
pled  in  the  dust,  and  broken  in  spirit,  as  an  argument 
for  the  increase  of  the  ttanding  army.  He  believed 
there  had  not  been  a  single  federal  soldier  in  the  entire 
States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  when  the  hardy  set< 
tiers  of  that  part  of  the  Union  Rnt  establiahed  them- 
selves in  the  wilderness.  It  might  have  been  that  a 
part  of  the  Illinois  regiment  was  stationed,  for  a  short 
time,  at  Louisville,  but  the  period  was  very  short. 
TheM  people,  unprotected  by  any  force  of  the  Govern- 
ment, had  made  good  their  ground  against  the  Indian 
tribes,  when  they  were  in  a  very  different  condition  from 
that  to  which  we  had  reduced  them.  Their  numbers 
were  great,  iheir  courage  high,  their  spirit  unbroken. 
But  since  then  they  bad  felt  our  power.  1'hey  had  be- 
come conscious  of  (heir  Own  weakness,  had  been  borne 
down  by  injustice  and  oppression,  and  were  now  a  poor 
degraded  race,  Kving  on  the  charity  of  this  Government. 
Ami  yet  it  was  ftvm  these  people  thai  so  great  danger 
was  apprehended  that  it  became  indiapennble  to  aug- 
ment our  peace  establishment. 

As  to  the  war  in  Florids,  it  must  now  very  soon  ter- 
minate. It  could  not  be  with  a  view  to  that  contest  that 
this  increase  was  asked  for,  and  the  apprehension  of 
danger  in  the  West  he  believed  to  be  a  mere  pretext. 
Be  was  utterly  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  should  vote 
■gainst  all  increase,  either  of  the  army  or  of  the  fortift< 
cations.  They  were  but  a  useless  burden  on  the  nation. 
They  formed  a  part  of  a  mischievous  system  of  policy — 
ft  system  founded  on  principles  altogether  repugnant  to 
the  genius  of  this  Government.  The  different  military 
bills  were  all  linked  together,  and  followed,  in  a  train  j 
adopt  oae,  and  it  led  the  way  lo  another,  until,  alto- 
gether, they  incurred  a  mass  of  expenditure  injurious 
and  dangerous  to  the  country.  It  was  urged,  however, 
that  the  people  have  a  right  to  protecion.  Test  hut 
was  not  every  standing  army  in  Europe  advocated  and 
defemled  on  the  aame  principle?  The  most  despotic 
Gorernmenta,  while  they  exhausted  the  wealth  of  the 
people  in  raising  and  maintaining  vast  masses  of  troops, 
professed  to  their  people  that  it  was  all  done  for  their 
protection.  It  was  all  idle  to  talk  of  protecting  a  na- 
tion of  fifteen  millions.  They  wanted  no  protectioni 
they  ask  for  none. 

Mr.  TIPTON  said  that,  being  a  member  of  the  Hili- 
tary  Committee,  and  having  at  a  former  session  voted  fur 
Ml  increase  of  the  army,  he  felt  called  upon  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  bill.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  at 
the  time  which  had  been  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Miseouri,  had  been  strenuously  opposed  to  the  reduction 
of  the  armyi  and  Hr.  T.  believed  then,  and  believed 
■tin,  that  bis  opposition  to  it  was  right.  The  army,  how- 
ever, bad  been  reduced,  and  had  so  continued  until  it 
WM  utterly  iniufBcient  to  meet  the  increasing  necesuties 
mf  the  country.  Mr.  T.  entirely  approved  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill,  both  as  it  respected  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  army,  and  the  proposed  augmentation  of  the  stafT. 
He  had  himself  at  the  last  session  brought  this  subject 
before  the  notice  of  the  Senate.  He  had  then  presented 
■  atatement  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army,  and  its  dis- 
tribution in  the  several  fortiflcatiom^  both  in  the  interior 
•od  ah>ng  the  seaboard.  The  details  went  to  prove  that 
lb*  fiiroe  waa  totally  inadeqiiate  to  the  purpose  for  which 
It  was  reqiiind{  n  much  wo,  indeed,  Uut  kdc  of  oar 


military  works  bad  been  abandoned  and  suffered  to  run 
into  decay,  because  we  bad  not  troops  to  occupy  them. 
Some  of  our  forts  were  still  in  that  condition.  F.ven 
those  which  derended  our  largest  cities  were  at  this  very 
day  almost  without  garrisons.  The  works  were  complete 
and  extensive.  They  were  supplied  with  guns  and  all 
the  munitions  of  war,  but  there  were  not  men  lo  work 
the  guns  or  to  repel  the  slightest  attack  of  an  invading  foe. 
The  country,  therefore,  had  no  alternative  btit  either  to 
augment  the  rank  and  tile  of  the  army,  or  sufTer  all  these 
expensive  and  neceasary  works  to  nil  into  dilapidation 
and  decay.  We  had,  to  be  sure,  professedly,  nine  regp. 
ments  of  artillery,  seven  of  infantry,  and  two  of  cavalry. 
But  what  were  they?  Mere  skeletons.  All  persons  who 
were  at  all  familiar  with  military  affairs  well  knew  that 
it  was  seldom  possible  to  bring  into  actual  service  at  any 
time  much  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  military  force 
authorized  by  law.  Such  were  the  dimtnuiions  produced 
by  sickness,  discharges,  desertions,  the  increased  price 
of  labor,  and  the  limited  amount  of  pay,  that  not  more 
than  this  proportion  could  ever  be  safely  calculated  on. 

Should  this  bill  pass,  we  should  then  have  on  paper 
an  army  of  13,500  menj  but  we  should  never  be  able  to 
realize  more  than  7,000  or  8,009  effective  troops  to  gar- 
rison the  fortifications  on  our  extended  frontier;  and  it 
did  seem  lo  him  that  if  gentlemen  who  so  strenuously 
opposed  this  bill  would  but  rcSect  on  the  extent  of  that 
frontier,  they  mutt  be  satiifled  that  such  a  force  was  not 
too  great. 

As  to  the  Increase  of  the  staff,  there  could  be  but  one 
opinion  about  it.  It  was  absolutely  necessary,  especially 
in  the  quartermaster's  department.  The  number  ofoflfi. 
cers  in  that  department  of  the  army  waa  disproportion- 
ately small,  and  entirely  Inadequate  to  the  wanta  of  the 
service. 

Sometliing  had  been  aaid  about  the  causea  of  our  In< 
dian  wars.  Mr.  T.  would  here  repeat  an  admission  lie 
had  made  on  a  former  occasion,  that  the  war  in  Florida 
had  been  occaaioned  in  the  first  instance  by  the  improper 
conduct  of  the  agents  of  the  Government;  but,  although 
this  was  undoubtedly  the  case,  yet,  had  the  Guvernment 
possessed  an  efficient  force  upon  the  spot,  we  should  in 
all  probability  have  escaped  the  war.  All  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  Indian  character  well  knew  that  there 
waa  no  way  to  keep  peace  with  Indiana  but  by  keeping 
up  a  strong  force  in  their  neighborhood,  within  their 
view.  Nothing  but  this  would  ever  keep  them  quiet.  It 
was  the  present  policy  of  the  Government  to  remove  the 
remnant  of  the  Indian  tribes  across  the  Mississippi.  The 
object  had  been  in  part  accomplished,  and  these  bodies 
of  Indiana  had  been  spread  along  our  frontier,  from  the 
Red  river  to  St.  Peter'a.  In  each  of  our  posts  there  waa 
a  company  of  soldiers,  while  a  corp*  of  dragoons  had 
been  raised  for  the  purpose  of  scouring  the  country,  and 
preserving  peace,  as  well  between  onr  Indians  and  their 
wilder  neighbors  beyond,  as  between  them  and  our  own 
people.  But  that  force  was  inadequate  to  perform  tliia 
duty  along  so  extended  a  line,  and  it  req'iired  to  be 
increased.  On  the  whole,  Ur.  T.  could  not  see  the 
great  enormity  of  the  proposed  augmentation  in  the 
army.  There  was  to  be  no  increase  of  reginnents,  no  in- 
crease in  tiie  number  of  officers  of  the  line.  It  was  oun- 
fined  exdunvely  to  the  staff',  and  to  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  army. 

Mr.  LtKN  observed  that  it  was  now  the  settled  policy 
of  this  Government  lo  remove  those  remnants  of  Indian 
tribes  who  yet  retained  some  territory  within  the  States 
from  the  positions  they  occupifd,  and  to  give  them  in 
exchange  a  territory  west  of  the  Mis«ssippi|  thereby  at 
once  protecting  the  Indians  fmm  the  encroachments  and 
depredations  of  a  surrounding  while  population,  and  en< 
abling  the  State  Govemmenli  to  exercise  uninterrupted 
Juriaiiction  over  the  eDt^i(nMw^40U6He)l3  i^itory. 
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It  WM  t  noble  policy,  chiracteriied  ilike  by  wisdom  tnd 
huiMnity.  II  hid  orif^naied  in  the  ctbinel  or  which  the 
SeiMtor  frum  Soutli  Carolina  hxd  been  at  that  time  adtt- 
Itnguished  member,  and  it  would  stand  in  the  history  of 
thia  country  ■  fflorious  and  endurinff  monument  or  the 
eoligbtened  views  and  enlarged  benevolence  of  its 
Mithora.  The  proeesi  hid  commenced,  and  the  plan 
wu  in  the  course  of  eKcntiim  by  the  preiient  administra- 
tlon*  notwithstanding  many  obalscles.  Hie  Indians  had 
been  removed  from  many  of  the  States,  and  collected  in 
their  respective  Ifibes  on  our  Western  frontier.  Now, 
Mr.  L.  would  ask  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and 
all  those  other  Senators  who  represented  Statea  that  had 
formerly  been  burdened  with  tn  Indian  population, 
whether  they  were  not  under  the  most  lolemn  obliga- 
tions of  justice  to  the  Slates  of  Missouri,  Louisiana,  Ar- 
hansas,  and  Territory  of  'Wisconsin,  in  whose  imrr.ediale 
vicinity  this  large  body  of  Indians  had  been  assenibled, 
to  protrct  her  people  from  the  Indians,  and  to  protect 
the  several  Indian  tribes  from  each  others  Now,  what 
course  of  policy  was  it  necessary  lo  pursue,  in  order  ef- 
fectually to  ftccomplish  this  end }  Having  removed  these 
people  from  their  native  haunts,  and  brought  them  to- 
gether under  new  circumstances,  ihe.Govemment  wia 
obviously  under  obligation*  lo  extend  to  them,  so  far  as 
should  be  In  its  power,  the  blessings  of  government,  re- 
ligion, and  civilizaitoni  and,  for  this  purpose,  the  great 
and  only  efficient  means  must  be  lo  break  up  the  war 
spirit  among  ihemselve!>.  Unless  that  spirit  could  be  put 
down,  these  warlike  tribes  would  in  a  little  lime  destroy 
each  other,  or  cause  aggression  upon  us.  For  this  pur- 
pose, it  waa  indispennble  that  we  ithould  have  at  our  dia* 
po«al,  and  ready  for  action,  a  reipeetable  military  force. 
Successive  Secretaries  of  War,  and  among  ihem  the  late 
Secretary  Cass,  than  whom  no  man  was  be  iter  acquainted 
with  the  Indian  habits  and  charucter,  had  estimated  the 
force  requisite  for  this  object  at  7,000  men.  General 
Jeaup,  in  a  communication  made  by  htm  to  ihe  Govern* 
iMDt,  had  mada  Ihe  same  estimate,  and  all  the  Indian 
agents  who  had  been  cunkulled  ctmeurred  in  the  same 
opinion.  Tlie  present  acting  Secretary  of  War  fully 
agreed  in  it.  They  all  agreed  in  the  opinion  that  a  per- 
manent mililary  force  must  be  (slablislied  on  that  fron- 
tier. When  not  engaged  in  military  duty,  they  might  be 
employed  in  constructing  military  roads  and  fortificalions. 
Forts  must  be  established  it  short  dislancea  from  each 
other,  and  garrisoned  by  a  standing  body  of  troops, 
whilst  cavalry  should  be  employed  lu  move  from  point  (o 
point.  To  hope  fur  any  thing  like  permanent  peace 
among  a  large  body  of  Indians,  under  any  other  circum- 
stances, wsB  idle.  1  ite  very  nature  of  the  Indian  was  wart 
it  was  the  element  in  which  he  moved)  and  he  must  see 
I  force  actually  present,  at  d  sufficient  to  control  him,  or 
thiis  warlike  propensity  could  never  be  repnused.  li  was 
utterly  vain  to  represent  to  these  people  the  power  of 
the  United  States  Goremment.  Nothing  uf  the  kind 
made  my  impression  on  the  Indian  mind,  unless  accom- 
panied by  a  visible  demonstration  of  military  force. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cbittkrdkv]  had 
cibKfvfd  that  the  militia  of  the  Union  could  dtfend 
themselves.  It  was  iirquealionahly  true;  but  Mr.  L. 
contcnd<'d  that  this  Government  had  no  right  to  place 
the  people  of  the  country  in  such  a  condition  that  thty 
must  t*ke  up  arms  to  defend  tliemselves.  It  was  un- 
just. No  one  better  knew  than  that  gentleman  at  what 
cost  the  dark  and  bloody  soil  of  Kentucky  had  been  col^ 
quered  and  maintained  against  a  savage  f«e.  Its  soil  Iiad 
been  fattened  with  the  best  blund  of  this  land— blood 
which  might  all  have  been  spared  if  the  Guvernmeiit 
'  had  been  in  circumbtances  to  afford  to  th(we  hardy  set- 
tlers Ihe  protection  of  a  regular  military  force,  but  which 
was  dented  them,  in  consequence  of  revolutionary  strug- 
gles.  Mr.  L.  did  nut  want  lo  see  sudi  scenes  enacted 


in  Missouri.  No  doubt,  the  people  of  Missouri  nmU 
subdue  any  Indian  force  which  should  invade  their  soflt 
but  it  was  not  their  place  to  do  it.  They  ought  not  ts 
be  compelled  to  work  out  their  own  safety.  The  Bhek 
Hawk  war  bad  cost  thia  Government  millions  of  msnry, 
but  it  had  cost  the  Stale  of  lllin<MB  more.  She  *«aU 
not  get  over  the  cfiects  of  that  war  for  years  lo  gobm. 
The  settlers  fled  before  the  tomahawk,  and  ihe  coanlry 
wa>i,  for  a  lime,  abandoned  to  a  savage  foe;  houses  vrre 
lert  tenantless,  rank  weeds  sprung  up  in  the  cultinled 
fields,  and  cattle  ran  at  Urge.  The  Senator  fron  Imfi* 
ana  [Mr.  Tirroa]  had  charged  that  war  to  the  fault  t4 
the  Indian  agent.  Thia  was  the  first  lime  Mr.  L.  had 
ever  heard  Ihis  charge  adduced.  He  had  been  perwh 
ally  acquainted  with  that  agent,  and  knew  him  (the  bis 
Mr.  Fehx  St.  Vrain)  to  have  been  a  capable  and  actiie 
man,  and  never  had  he  known  one  of  greater  bananily. 
He  had  fallen  in  an  attempt  to  prevent  the  borron  ol 
war  between  tlie  whites  and  the  tribe  of  IndiiDi  eoafidci 
to  his  care. 

[Mr.  TipTos  here  rose  lo  explain,  and  wsanndenlood 
to  disclaim  imputing  the  least  blame  to  the  inditiduil  ia 
question;  his  remarks  had  applied  lo  mother  person.] 

Mr.  E»  resumed,  and  observed  that  the  Black  Hsvk 
war  strongly  illustrated  the  truth  of  what  he  isid. 
Black  Hawk's  tribe  had  sold  to  the  United  Slates  ibeir 
lands  east  of  ihe  Mississippi,  and  crossed  over  to  the  wed 
side  of  that  riveri  but  soon  observing  that  there  was  wA 
a  mililary  force  sufficient  to  hold  the  cooniry,  they  le- 
cruswd  the  Mississippi,  and,  before  Ihe  face  of  Gcacrsl 
GaincK,  resumed  the  poseesston  of  their  old  tcrritoryi 
so  unable  was  that  ofBcc r  tu  resist  them,  that  he  had  is 
sacrifice  aevcral  thousand  bushels  of  salt  and  cora  lo  boy 
off  the  Indian  force,  and  soothe  their  feelings.  Tbe 
truth  was,  that  Black  Hawk  most  grostly  insulted  the 
whole  of  our  furce,  and  did  aclualTy  ihreaien  to  whip 
n  hat  he  denominated  the  mercenary  soldiers  of  the  Um> 
ted  Slates.    He  yielded,  however*  it  length,  to  the 
and  temperate  admonitions  of  General  Gaineib  ami  cfms- 
ed  the  Mls<4tsippi  again;  but,  with  the  infidelity  wbicb  b^ 
longs  to  the  Indian  character,  relumed  a  second  tiiH 
the  next  spring,  and  imprisoned  Cboteau.  the  Uwtrf 
States  agent,  and  committed  various  other  ouinse^ 
It  was  impossible  lo  conceive  a  more  indoinitoble  priwi 
OP  a  more  Wiirlike  spirit,  than  possessed  tbe  breast  of  inst 
chiefand  that  ofliis  followers.    He  found  Itimielf  at  the 
he>d  of  500  or  600  cavalry,  as  well  drilled  u  ny  ti«^ 
in  tbe  world,  and  war  he  was  delermined  to  have,  m 
had  thought  that  he  could  conquer  any  fwce  vlHCk 
should  be  brought  againat  him.  When  Ihe  Umle<l  Ststti 
force  under  General  Atkinson,  aided  by  tl«  iwUui  <>> 
lllinoia  and  the  minera  under  General  Dodge,  at  le<>S>^ 
appeared,  he  look  refuge  in  the  swamps  befe^'?' 
four  lakest  and  it  required  all  the  force  Ihit  couW  D* 
raised  in  tbe  Slate  of  Illinois  and  Territory  of  Wj?**^ 
in  addition  to  the  regular  army,  to  drive  hlia 
po^iont  nor  could  they  evt  r  liave  elTccied  ii,  w*  ^ 
not  retorted  to  starvation.   This  had  been  the  «« 
but  brief  history  of  the  Black  Hawk  wsrt  and  did  it 
nish  to  Ihis  Government  no  warning.'   Were  u"'* 
swamps,  no  dark  and  tangled  forests,  in  that  "^""^ 
now  assigned  lo  ihe  Indiai'is'    Had  the  Indian  cbaiKl*' 
or  habits  changed  ?   Not  at  all.    They  were  t^"** 
ferocious  and  blood-thirsty  people  ibey  bad  ever 
No  doubt,  Ihe  people  of  Missouri,  after  a  blwwy  W 
gle,  from  time  to  time  renewed,  might  subdue  Ui*^ 
But  be  repeated  the  assertion,  that  the  Govrrnmeni 
no  right  to  compel  them  into  any  such  conteit. 
the  act  of  the  Government  which  had  congregated 
Indian  tribes  on  the  frontiers  of  that  Stale,  and  it^ 
unjust  to  leave  the  inhabitants  exposed  to  have  i"^ 
houaea  burnt,  their  farms  laid  waste,  and  their  wivrt 
children  looiabavktd  before  theh^Mei- .  I  ^ 
Digitized  by^jOOQ  Lc 
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Ur.  CALHOUN  rcrerred  to  tn  apptrent  inconsiiten- 
cy  in  (hef  •timfttea  of  the  Secretary  or  the  Treasury,  in 
which  Hr.  C.  wu  understood  to  aay  the  Secretary  had 
fixed  the  expense  of  5,500  men  at  about  $3,000,000;  and 
of  7,000  men  at  only  #3,800,000.  Mr.  C.  inquired  how 
both  these  estimates  could  be  correct. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Lm,]  Mr.  C.  said, 
daimed  protection  for  the  people  of  that  State.  It  was 
Hr.  C's  object  to  g;ive  them  protcetioni  and  if  Mr.  L. 
would  join  him  in  procuring  the  sppointment  of  honest, 
skilful,  and  faithful  Indian  agents,  such  protection  miebt 
be  secured,  or  at  least  rendered  unnecessary.  Ancftn 
an  open  country  (be  said)  a  very  small  white  Torce,  with 
artillery  and  cavalry,  could  overthrow  any  Indian  force 
that  might  be  brougtit  against  them. 

Tt'tiad  been  mentioned  as  a  difficulty,  that  the  regi- 
ments of  the  army  would  not  be  kept  full  enourii.  Mr. 
C.  thought  it  a  much  better  remedy  for.  this  difficulty  to 
increase  the  pay  of  the  troops,  rather  than  to  increase 
the  nominal  number.  The  measures  of  this  Government, 
he  said,  had  disturbed  and  embarrassed  the  currency  of 
the  country,  raised  ibe  prices  of  the  means  of  living,  and 
the  wages  of  such  as  might  be  employed  in  the  army; 
and  now,  in  order  to  obviate  all  this,  it  was  proposed  to 
increase  the  Itrmy  with  5,500  men.  Hr.  C.  msltted  that 
thii  WM  no  adequate  remedy.  The  cause  of  the  evil  Uy 
deeper— in  the  past  measures  of  the  GoTcmment,  and 
the  consequent  increase  of  banks,  which  would  still 
increase  and  swell  the  currency,  till  an  explosion  would 
be  inevitable,  without  a  timely  remedy. 

Mr.  C.  deemed  the  troops  already  in  the  service  as 
ample  to  defend  that  frontier.  The  Indians,  he  said, 
were  a  poor,  broken  down,  dissipated  people,  and  all 
that  was  wanted  wai  hithfal  and  skilful  Indian  agents. 
He  thought  they  ought  to  be  left  to  themselves  in  rela- 
tion to  wars  beween  them  and  the  Indiana  further  west. 
If  not  allowed  to  go  to  war  when  they  thought  proper, 
they  would  all  die  of  drunkenness.  He  would  let  them 
go  to  War,  and  drive  the  wild  Indians  still  further  west. 
In  every  view  of  the  bill,  Hr.  C.  regarded  it  u  objec- 
tionable, and  hoped  it  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  said,  in  183L  a  htw  wat  passed  to 
reduce  and  fix  the  military  establishment,  which  was 
then  the  same  as  at  the  termination  of  the  war  in  1815. 
After  1831,  experience  taught  us  that  the  reduced  force 
was  more  than  sufficient.  Now,  here  was  a  proposition 
to  enlarge  that  force  of  lft21,  without  reasons,  without 
any  change  in  the  circumstances  of  the  nation,  (hat  could 
be  regarded  as  a  cause  for  enlarging  that  force.  On  the 
contrary,  the  extent  of  the  frontier  exposed  had  been 
reduced,  and  the  dangers  were  otherwise  less  than  at 
that  time.  ' 

The  only  point  which  it  could  at  all  be  urged  to  re- 
quire an  increase  of  force  was  in  the  Southwest,  where 
the  Indians  had  been  removed.  But,  when  that  removal 
was  authorized,  it  was  argued  that  the  danger  would  be 
diminiahed  by  that  measure.  Had  there  been  any  war 
there,  or  was  there  a  prospect  of  any  war?  Then  why, 
for  that  cause,  should  the  military  force  be  almost 
doubled?  Because  the  population  had  become  more 
numerous,  and,  consequently,  more  able  to  defend 
themsekes,  were  they  therefore  to  have  a  standing  army 
lo  defend  them?  This,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  in  opposition  to 
every  principle  supposed  to  be  republican.  From  the 
foundation  of  the  Government,  it  had  been  zealously 
maintained  that  we  ought  not  to  have  a  large  standing 
army,  In  imitation  of  the  old  and  corrupt  Governments 
of  Europe.  The  argument  which  was  now  advanced 
was  precisely  that  which  bad  sustained  standing  armies  in 
Europe,  and  trampled  down  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

Mr.  SEVIGR  said,  when  the  first  bill  providing  for 
the  removal  of  the  Indians  from  the  east  to  the  west  of 
the  HMssippi  river  was  discussed  in  Congress,  it  was 
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bis  fortune  to  occupy  a  seat  in  another  quarter  of  thb 
building.  On  that  occasion  he  listened,  as  was  hit  duty, 
to  all  that  was  said  for  and  against  that  measure.  That 
discussion,  conducted  on  both  sides  with  great  ability, 
was  far,  very  far,  from  overcoming  his.  repugnance  to 
the  passage  of  that  bill.  In  trutb,  he  was  heartily  op- 
posed to  it,  not  because  he  believed  it  would  not  be  a 
great  benefll  to  the  old  States,  bat  because  it  would. 
In  a  corresponding  ratio,  injure  the  new.  To  quiet  his 
fears  as  to  its  consequences  to  hta  section  of  the  country, 
and  to  reconcile  htm  to  this  favorite  policy  of  the  ad- 
ministration, he  was  repeatedly  assured  that,  when  the 
Indians  should  be  removed,  his  constituents  who  live 
in  their  vicinity  should  have  garrisons  and  troops  and 
military  roads  to  guard  and  protect  them  against  all 
possible  danger.  From  that  day  to  thi%  on  every  suit* 
able  occasion,  he  had  endeavored  to  bold  this  Govern- 
ment  to  its  bond.  He  had  endeavored '  to  exact  its  ful- 
'  filment  to  the  last  tetter.  Build  your  garrison^  give  ui 
troops  for  our  defence,  open  your  military  roads  with 
the  interior,  and  yield  to  the  frontiers  that  security  and 
protection  which  it  is  your  duty  to  bestow,  and  which 
they  have  a  right  to  require  at  your  hands.  IT  your 
standing  army  is  now  too  small  for  those  purposes,  (arid 
of  that  I  entertain  no  doubt,)  increase  it — make  it  large 
enough  for  the  wants  of  the  whole  country  t  and  if  an 
increase  of  three  or  four  thousand  soldiers  Is  Insufficient, 
go  to  ten  or  twenty  thousand,  (T  the  wants  of  the  coim- 
try  require  so  large  an  increase,)  and  I,  for  one,  am 
ready  to  vote  for  such  a  measure.  And  I  am  not  to  be 
driven  from  this  position,  or  to  falter  in  the  discharge  of 
my  sacred  duty  to  my  constituents,  by  the  stale  cry  that 
a  standing  army  is  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  tbe  peo- 
ple. Sir,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  believe  that  a  stand- 
ing army  of  twelve  thousand  men  (to  which  nun^er 
this  bill  proposes  to  increase  our  army)  can  ever  en- 
danger the  libertiea  of  the  people.  No,  siri  if  they 
were  aliens  and  mercenaries,  (and  not,  as  they  are,  na- 
tive-bom citizens,  who  are  linked  to  us  by  ties  of  kin- 
dred and  country,)  I  should  have  no  fears  of  an  army  of 
them  consisting  of  twelve  thousand  men.  There  is  no  - 
need  for  such  fears.  There  is  no  class  of  oar  eitizeni 
more  patriotic,  none  who  revere  our  institutions  with 
more  idolatry,  or  who  would  be  more  ready  to  preserve 
them  in  their  purity,  than  those  who  constitute  the  army 
of  the  United  Slates.  But  if  they  should  ever  become 
mad  enough  to  attempt  it,  who  among  us  is  credulous 
enough  to  believe  they  would  ever  succeed.  I  will  not 
dwell  any  longer  upon  a  propo»tion  which  I  consider  so 
wholly  untenable. 

We  are  toM  that,  if  a  standing  army  is  not  danger- 
ous to  the  libertiea  of  the  people,  an  increase  of  it  it 
unnecessary.  It  it  said  that  our  liidian  boundaries  hare 
of  late  years  become  very  much  contracted;  that  those 
boundaries  now  extend  only  from  the  St.  Peter's  to  Red 
river;  that  to  the  territory  l>etween  those  two  points  tbe 
main  body  of  the  Indians  have  been  removed  and  con- 
gregated together,  and  on  that  account  are  less  formida- 
ble than  beforetand  that,  thus  settled,  they  are  broken 
down,  disheartened,  and  dispirited,  and  in  thatetmditioa 
are  wholly  harmless.  To  carry  oat  the  picture  to  pcrw 
fection,  we  are  tokl  that  the  country  they  occupy  ia 
high,  open,  abounding  with  prairie,  so  that,  in  ease  of 
war,  they  can  be  easily  reached  and  promptly  punished 
for  any  aggressions;  thst  the  citizens  of  those  frontier 
Slates  are  competent  to  follow  their  private  pursuits,  and 
protect  themselves,  as  did  the  first  settlers  of  Tennessee 
and  Kentucky,  without  the  aid  of  tbe  troops  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  These  are  the  arguments  which  the  oppo- 
nents of  this  bill  have  pressed  upon  us.  I  shall  be  par- 
doned, I  hope,  in  giving  them  a  ru>id  review,  for  I  am 
SenMe**^     treapaas  l0f^i2l*P^(j^ia@gitCof  the 
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The  Inditiia  lieretofore  were  remote  from  each  nthert 
they  were  divitted  among  thcmwlvei,  ind  the  different 
trtbet  tt  war  with  each  other.  They  were  In  the  imme- 
diBte  vicinity  of  your  mnst  populous  Sluteii,  andgenertlly 
Mirrounded  by  a  very  denie  white  population,  always  at 
your  aerrice.  They  were  wholly  nndiscipllntd,  and 
armed  only  with  war  clubs  and  bowa  and  arrows.  In 
this  condition,  your  arms,  your  superior  numbers  of 
whites  and  Indian  allies,  and  your  discipline,  have  always 
enabled  you  to  conquer  them  in  detail,  when  Gghling 
•ga'init  you  alone,  and  unauatiined  by  the  exerliona  of 
other  savages.  But  In  no  Instance  bare  you  ever  tri> 
umphed  over  them,  notwiihstanding  your  f^reat  advanta* 
^B,  without  the  loss  of  much  treasure  snd  hundreds  of 
Valuable  lives.  What  is  their  situation  now'  They  are 
located  thousands  of  miles  from  this  Capitol,  and  hun< 
dreds  of  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  points  from  which 
reliefto  the  frontier  settlements  could  be  brouffht  in  the 
event  of  war.  They  have  been  taken  from  the  imme- 
diate vicinity,  of  Georgia,  Aktbama,  Indians,  IHinois, 
Ohio,  and  the  Carolinai,  and  located  tngelher  upon  the 
borders  of  the  weakest  and  most  remote  States  in  the 
Union.  They  have  the  mighty  Mississippi  brtweenynu  j 
and  them — a  formidable  barrier  of  itstlf;  and  that  being  ! 
passed,  you  then  have  a  country  between  them  and  ynu 
(some  two  or  three  hundred  miles  in  extent,  befure  yf)u 
reach  their  aettlemenis)  but  thinly  settled,  and,  nn  that 
account,  without  roads  or  subsistence  for  your  troops. 
Being  thus  remote  rrom  a  auperior  force,  and  almost  in- 
accessible, are  they  less  formidable  now  than  they  ever 
were  before?  The  country  they  inhabit  abounds  in 
wild  horses  and  buffiilo.  Thf-y  may  be  said  to  be  inex. 
haustible.  They  will  never  want  cavalry  or  Bubsistencei 
and,  if  you  dtfeal  them  upon  our  frontiers,  they  have 
but  to  rctrea>,  and  retreat,  throufch  the  common  desert 
in  their  rear,  where  you  can  never  fullow  them— to  the 
Rocky  Mounlain%  to  California,  to  the  Pacific  itself. 
From  these  inacceuible  retreats*  they  can  repeat  their 
incursions  whenever  your  troops  are  disbanded  or  drawn 
from  the  frontiers. 

These  Indians,  thus  placed  upon  our  fronlierit,  are 
better  armed  than  even  dur  population.  Incompliance 
with  the  terms  of  our  treaties  wiili  them,  we  have  given 
each  warrior  hts  gun,  his  powder  and  lead,  steel,  iron, 
and  black-miths.  To  some  we  have  given,  in-  addition, 
iwonla,  tomahawks,  and  ichI ping -knives.  These  ln> 
dian*,  thus  armed,  have  learned  ymir  discipline.  They 
have  bren  trained  in  your  srmy  as  privates  and  as  ofB- 
cers.  They  have  seen  much  service  with  ynu  in  the 
field.  At  this  time  they  areall  united  and  friendly  with 
each  other.  Without  calling  tu  (heir  assistance,  what 
Ihey  can  at  any  time  rbtain,  the  aid  of  the  Pawnees  and 
Camanches,  and  the  other  tribes  that  inhabit  that  coun- 
try, tbey  can  raise  an  army,  well  disciplined  and  well 
armed,  that  would  be  not  only  truly  formidable,  but  an 
over>match  to  your  present  army  and  tlie  diipoaable  forces 
of  the  frontier  States  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Mis* 
•ouri.  At  this  iin^,e  we  have  peace  in  that  quarter  of  the 
country,  and  I  most  sincerely  pray  that  a  difTt-rent  state 
of  things  may  never  exist  there.  But  what  is  our  aecuri- 
t)  }  Uoea  it  rziat  In  the  fact  that  they  are  broken  dou  n 
and  dispirited?  Do  they  appear  to  be  more  so  now  than 
when  Bluck  Hawk  and  his  follower*  rung  the  war-whoop 
upon  the  frontiers  of  Illinois?  than  when  he  burnt  their 
dwellings,  plundered  their  prnperty,  mstsacred  the  in^ 
habitants,  snd  produced  a  panic  throughout  that  whole 
State?  Do  they  appear  to  be  mnre  broken  down  now 
than  did  the  Creeks  to  the  citizens  of  Alabama  and 
Georgia^  more  so  than  Oceola,  with  his  five  or  six 
hundred  naked,  unarmed  followera  did  to  the  people  of 
Florida?  No,  air;  they  are  aiill  (he  same  cunning,  in- 
donviable  peoplet  they  despise  your  policy,  and  openly 
defy  your  power.    And  your  tranaportation  of  many  of 


them  to  the  frontiers  of  my  State,  in  chains  and  in  hand* 
cuff's,  has  not,  in  my  Judgment,  soothed  tlieir  tempcn 
or  annihilated  their  spirit  of  revenge. 

It  was  the  leading  policy  of  that  diltlnguisbed  Indian 
warrior  who  fell  in  arms  against  you  at  the  battle  of  iba 
Thames  to  unite  all  the  Indian  tribes  in  a  general  war 
against  )ou.  He  was  then  unable  to  accomplish  hia  ob- 
ject. Should  a  similar  spirit  appear  upon  our  frontiera 
now,  when  the  various  tribes  are  united  in  friendahlp, 
and  live  together,  with  the  manifold  advanlagea  tbeir 
position  givea  them,  where  we  Itavft  neither  populalin 
nor  military  force  to  oppoae  tbem  MccesaTully,  when 
they  are  armed  and  disciplined,  and  irritated  to  the  bigli> 
est  pitch,  there  is  no  one  who  can  estimate  the  cona^ 
quences  he  might  produce,  or  calculate  the  loss  of  life, 
of  property,  oftrouble  and  expense  1o  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Shall  we  throw  aside  the  lessons  uf  ex- 
perience, and  leave  things  as  they  now  are?  Or  shall 
we  not  guard  effectually  agaifist  them,  as  becomes  ai^ 
by  building  forts,  opening  roads,  and  increaain|E  tba 
army  l  irfie  enough  to  protect-our  own  cilizena?  I,  for 
one,  answer  tn  the  affirmative.  Uemember,  Mr.  FresU 
dent,  that  you  placed  those  Indians  upon  our  frontier, 
not  only  without  our  consent,  but  sgsinst  our  airongest 
remonstrances.  My  constituents  have  ever  maintained 
that  you  had  no  right  thus  to  expose  them  to  the  ca- 
prices of  an  Indian  population;  but  you  have  done  aoi 
You  cannot  retrace  your  steps,  but  it  is  in  your  powertv 
afliird  them  some  compensation,  by  giving  them  your 
protection.  That  Ihey  have  askrdt  that  they  now  a^ 
I  receive  communications  nearly  every  mail,  calling  my 
attention  to  the  situation  of  our  frontier.  1  hope  tb« 
Senate  will  not  consider  it  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  ap- 
plication of  my  constituents  to  tell  them  that  KerHucky 
and  Tennessee  were  settled  without  the  aid  of  troopsM 
the  United  Statesi  and  that,  tlierefnre,  like  them,  ibey 
must  defend  themselves  and  their  properly.  When 
those  Stales  were  aettled,  the  United  States  were  nn* 
able  to  afford  them  the  necessary  protection!  and  if  pr^ 
lection  could  have  been  afforded,  protection  tbey  would 
have  had;  and,  in  that  event,  those  early  settlers  would 
have  had  nn  use  for  block-huutesi  they  would  have  had 
fewer  murders  to  iveep  for,  and  leia  property  to  hOMot 
the  toss  of. 

In  regard  to  my  constituents,  I  can  assure  tbe  Senate 
that  they  are  brave,  hardy,  and  patriotic,  and  idolixe  the 
intlitutions  of  their  country.  A  rf^giment  of  them  are 
now  in  your  servicei  and,  whenever  their  services  are 
wanted,  they  will  be  the  first  lb  afford  you  their  assist- 
ance, and  the  last  to  withhold  it  from  you.  They  can- 
not conveniently  follow  their  private  pursuits  and  at  tbe 
same  time  guard  (he  frontier,  even  if  they  were  able  lo 
do  eoi  and,  if  they  were  able  to  guard  it,  would  you  pay 
them  for  their  services^  No,  sir.  If  their  aettleiaeala 
are  invaded,  and  their  properly  destroyed  in  war,  wS 
ynu  pay  thrm  for  it'  No,  sir.  If  they  are  overpoarer- 
ed  and  murdered,  will  tlie  Slate  be  satisfied  by  beti^ 
told  that  this  Government  is  powerful,  and  will  redress 
the  injuries  inflicted  upon  her  citizens?  No,  sirt  it  wiH 
not  satisfy  the  Stale.  She  values  the  lives  ufberoiii- 
zens  beyond  all  price.  I  am  aware  that  the  increase  to 
our  army  will  cost  us  some  money.  What  of  that? 
Can  it  be  so  well  expended  upon  my  thing  else?  Am^ 
bcBKles,  is  money  to  be  balanced  against  the  life  and 
quiet  and  properly  of  my  constituenta?  I  would  not  give 
the  life  of  the  humblest  among  ihem  for  all  the  patuy 
irash  in  your  Treaaury.  I  shall  vote  fur  the  bill,  and  shall 
conclude  by  asking  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  its  passage. 

Hr.  TIPTON  again  addressed  the  Senate,  and  vent 
into  a  number  of  delaUs  of  tbe  late  Indian  wars  In  Iba 
West,  all  going  to  show  the  neeesnly  of  having-  both  as 
armed  force  and  itiiuble  agcntib  iirorder  to  control  tlit 
lodiao  tribes.  Digitized  by  V^OOQIC 
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The  question  wm  now  kbout  to  be  put,  ind  Mr.  SB* 
TIM  h»d  demsnded  Ibe  jreu  »iid  nayi*  wtiidi  were  or* 
deredt  when 

Ifr.  LINN  rose  to  reply  to  the  charge  which  he  under- 
rioedu  bivinit  been  nixde  on  variout  occaBions  a^lnst 
the  people  of  MisMuri,  ofhavtng  plundered  and  oppres* 
Md  the  Indians  on  their  bonier.  Mr.  L.  said  he  had 
fOKmViy  reaided  Tor  twenly-wz  yeara  in  the  Slate  of 
iCMOori,  and  knew  that  th»  char^  waa  wholly  un. 
faanded  in  truth.  Nothingf  could  be  further  from  the 
bct._  There  was  not  a  man  in  either  Missouri  or  Wia- 
eonsnvbo  did  not  poasesa  too  much  sense  to  attempt 
to  pJoader  Indiana.  They  all  knew  that  at  that  game 
Hwy  were  very  cure  to  come  off  loscrst  for  the  Indians 
cooM  beat  all  the  white  men  on  the  face  of  the  earth  at 
tfealinir.  Noi  the  people  of  Missouri  bad  never  robbed 
artnmplrdon  these  natives  of  the  forest.  All  the  in- 
Jaries  in  the  case  had  been  perpetrated  by  Indians  upon 
Dm  peaceable  while  setttera  and  their  families.  The  In- 
had  been  repreaented  as  a  poor,  Bpiriilesii,  down- 
tndden  race,  ignorant  of  their  own  rights,  and  continu- 
^  imposed  upmi  by  the  whites.  Nothing  could  be 
wre  opposite  to  the  truth.  A  deal  of  trash  of  thta  kind 
btd  been  ottered  In  the  course  of  thia  debate,  by  those 
who  ought  to  know  better.  No  peupte  on  the  face  of 
Ibe  nrih  were  keener  sighted,  or  more  fully  awake  to 
their  rights  and  interesls,  than  the  North  American  In- 
^mat,  one  and  all.  No  one  could  have  acquaintance  and 
pertonal  intercourse  with  them,  and  not  know  they 
vne  (hrcwd  in  an  unusual  degree.  The  Black  Hawk 
*ar  ns  to  be  trased  entirely  to  the  fraud  practised  by 
thU  chief  and  bis  followert  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 
Behad  openly  insulted  General  Gaines,  and  threatened  hia 
nMiersi  and  Gaines,  to  comply  with  the  general  peace- 
H  policy  of  the  Govrrnmem,  had  been  obliged  to  buy 
Mm  off.  But  he  returned  again  the  next  yeart  and  this 
would  ever  be  the  course  of  Indians,  notwithstanding  any 
ni(>genwnts  they  might  enter  into,  unleu  ihey  saw  a 
iniltury  force  prepared  to  enforce  a  compliance  with 
tiMir  proKiiei.  Mr.  L.  clamed  IVom  Ibia  Government 
ection  for  bta  eonstituenta.  The  people  of  Missouri 
a  r^t  to  demand  it.  It  was  in  vain  for  gentlemen 
le  Ulk  of  there  being  no  dangt  r  to  be  apprehended  from 
I  body  of  150,000  Indians,  collected  on  their  immediate 
frontier,  »bo  were  in  reach  and  might  be  in  communis 
Mion  with  150,000  more,  inhabiting  the  vast  prairies  of 

"On  these  extensive  plains  a  new  state  of  things  was 
likely  to  grov  up.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  a  great  part 
form  a  lawleaa  interral  between  the  abodea  of  civil- 
ited  roan,  like  the  wastes  of  the  oeean  and  the  deserts 
of  Anbtat  and,  like  them,  be  subject  to  the  depredations 
of  the  marauder.  Here  may  spring  up  new  and  mon- 
pcl  races,  like  new  formations  in  geology,  the  amalga- 
■ition  of  the  *  debris*  and  abrasions  "bf  former  races, 
cirilized  and  savage;  the  remains  of  broken  and  almoat 
*xttnguiahed  tribm;  the  descendants  of  wandering  hun* 
ten  and  trappcrsi  of  fugitives  from  the  Spanish  and 
ADMriein  fnmticrst  of  adventurera  and  decperadoca  of 
^ly  cttasand  country,  yearly  ejected  from  the  bosom 
of  locieiy  into  the  wilderness.  We  are  contributing  in* 
ces&antly  to  swell  this  singular  and  heterogeneous  cloud 
0^  wild  population  that  is  to  hang  about  our  frontier,  by 
■he  tfsnafer  of  whole  tribes  of  savagea  from  the  east  of 
Uie  Hisrissippi  to  the  great  waates  of  the  far  West. 
Many  these  bear  with  them  the  smart  of  real  or  fan- 
Gied  injuriest  many  consider  themselves  expatriated 
beings,  wrongfully  exiled  from  their  hereditary  homes 
>nd  the  sepulchres  of  their  fatherf,  and  eherit>li  a  deep 
ind  abiding  animosity  against  the  race  that  has  dispos- 
tossed  tbem.  Some  may  gradually  become  pastoral 
hordes,  like  those  rude  and  migtalory  people  (half  shep- 
oen),  half  warrior)  vhc^  with  their  flocks  and  herdsr 
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roam  the  plsina  of  Upper  Aaia;  but  others,  it  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended, will  become  predatory  bands,  mounted  on  the 
fleet  steeds  of  the  prairies,  with  the  open  plains  for  their 
marauding  grounds,  and  the  mountains  for  their  retreats 
and  lurking  places.  Here  they  may  resemble  those 
great  hordes  of  the  North,  '  Gog  and  Magog,  with  their 
bands,*  Ibat  haunted  the  gloomy  imaginations  of  the 
Prophets.  *  A  great  company  and  mighty  host,  all 
riding  upon  horses,  and  warring  upon  those  nations 
which  were  at  real,  and  dwelt  peaceably,  and  had  gotten 
cattleand  goods.'" 

Mr.  L.  said  he  had  just  received  a  letter  from  an  in- 
telligent individual,  who  waa  in  circumstances  to  judge, 
who  stated  that  there  were  strong  reasons  to  believe  that 
a  cothmunication  had  been  opened  with  the  Indhins  of 
the  great  prairie  region,  and  that  eflTorta  were  on  foot  to 
effect  a  union  with  them  against  the  United  Slates.  It 
was  all  trash  to  talk  about  their  being  a  brokrn-down 
and  powerless  race.  Never  had  they  been  more  fierce, 
never  more  bent  on  WHr;  and  the  only  hold  which  the 
Government  had  upon  them  was  through  their  anneitles. 
The  great  tribes,  to  whom  large  annual  payments  in 
money  had  been  guarantied,  would  not  go  to  open  war 
with  this  Government,  lest  their  annuities  should  be  for- 
feitedt  but  there  were  some  smaller  tribes  not  so  re- 
strained; these  were  not  unlikely  to  commence  a  hostile 
movementt  and,  the  moment  they  should  do  so,  there 
were  multitudes  of  the  young  warriors  from  the  larger 
tribes  ready  and  eager  to  join  them.  It  was  in  this  way 
that  Black  Hawk  had  become  fui-midsble.  And  thts 
Btste  of  things  would  inevitably  and  necessarily  continue 
until  ihosetribes  should  become  civilized.  It  was  a  no- 
ble design,  and,  properly  pursued,  would  succeedf  but 
never  until  the  warlike  habitant  the  Indians  were  bro- 
ken, and  they  were  converted  into  agriculturists.  So 
long  as  they  should  be  left  unawed  by  a  military  force, 
and  at  liberty  to  butcher  each  other,  the  benevolent  de- 
sign intended  in  their  removal  could  never  be  accom- 
plished. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  had  himself  trsvelled  through  their  set- 
tlementst  he  had  observed  their  eonditiont  and,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Port  Leavenworth,  he  had  found  Heidi 
cultivated,  houses  built,  school-houses  erected,  work- 
shops opened,  the  loom  going,  young  Indian  boys,  from 
sixteen  lo  eighteen  years  old,  learning  the  mechanic  a^r, 
and  some  of  them  aa  good  workmen  as  could  be  found 
any  where.  Here  the  Indians  were  perfectly  peaceablet 
and,  beholding  a  controlling  force  in  their  presence, 
sod  before  their  eyes,  had  aundoned  their  warlike  hab- 
its, and  were  beginning  to  cultivate  the  arta  of  peace. 
Let  but  this  system  be  carried  out,  and  the  same  results 
would  follow  throughout  the  Indian  country.  Was  it 
not  worth. an  experiment?  Did  we  not  owe  it  to  these 
people  thus  to  secure  to  them  a  fair  atait  in  the  course  of 
civilixationf  This  once  secured,  their  progress  would 
afterwards  be  certain.  Only  keep  down  the  tomahawk  for 
a  few  jears,  and  interest  and  experience  would  convince 
theae  people  of  the  advantages  of  peace  and  civiltiation. 
But  leave  them  to  their  own  savage  nature,  refuse  to  the 
white  settlers  any  military  defence,  and  these  Indian^ 
whenever  their  resentment  should  be  awakened,  could 
at  any  time  make  an  itruption  into  our  settlements, 
burn,  scalp,  alay,  and  butcher,  without  mercy,  and  then 
retreat  to  their  swamps  and  deserts  before  any  force 
could  be  collected  to  resiat  them.  It  required  no  spirit 
of  prophecy  to  foretell,  with  great  ccrtamiy,  the  reciiT' 
rence  of  scL-nes  of  this  character  on  our  frontier^  if  the 
Government  ahould  neglect  to  erect  forts,  and,  after  they 
were  erected,  should  be  unable  or  unwilling  to  garrison 
them.  And,  when  the  blood  of  helpless  women  and 
children  had  thus  been  shed,  would  not  those  Senators 
feel  bitter  remorse,  who,  by  upposiing  a  measure  so  ne- 
cessary and  so  salutary  as  that  now  before  thq^^enate, 
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bad,  to  a  certain  ntent,  made  themselves  aharers  io  that 
bloods 

Mr.  L.  had  repeatedly  heard  it  aaid  that  H'lMouri 
would  6nd  ample  compenaation,  in  the  vast  expenditure 
of  public  money  on  ber  borders.  Tor  the  evils  that  might 

STOW  out  of  the  congregation  ot  such  fiery  and  dtscor* 
■nt  tribes  of  Indiana  on  her  borders.  8be  wanted 
wealth  from  no  auch  sources.  The  God  of  nature  had 
been  mmt  bountiful  to  her*  and  all  her  population  ear* 
neatly  desired  was  to  be  left  in  peace  to  cultivate  the 
blesrings  so  lavishly  aho»ered  on  them.  Washed  on 
the  east  by  the  "  Father  of  Waters,"  some  of  those  trib- 
tariea  inosculate  with  the  ailver  kket  of  the  north;  divi. 
ded  into  nearly  equal  parta  by  the  mighty  Miaaouri  river, 
wbese  sources  lie  hid  in  the  recesses  and  cavea  of  the 
Rocky  Uountains,  where  silence  loves  to  keep  her  long 
millenium  of  unbroken  reposet  a  rich  virgin  aoili  moun- 
tains pregnant  with  tjiineral  weahb;  extennve  plains  and 
noble  forests,  much  reason  has  she  for  rejoicing,  but  let 
bcr  rejoice  with  modesty. 

Mr.  CALHtlUN  made  some  remarks  in  rejoinder.  He 
was  Dnderstood  as  saying  that  hia  remarks  had  been  in- 
tended to  refer  only  to  the  Southern  Indians,  and  not  to 
those  on  our  Northwestern  border.  The  Senator  from 
Missouri  had  repreaented  the  Indians  in  his  neighbor- 
hood as  far  advanced  in  civilisation,  yet  was  demanding 
troop^  Io  protect  his  constituents  sgainst  their  ravages. 

Mr.  LINN  explained.  What  he  bad  said  about  advan- 
ced dvirization  rcrerred  not  to  the  body  of  Indians  on 
tbe  fronttera  generally,  but  to  those  only  who  were  in 
the  vioinily  of  Fort  Lesvenwortht  and  bis  srgii'ment  hsd 
been,  that,  if  similar  forts  should  be  distributed  at  short 
distances  along  our  frontier,  the  same  efTects  might  be 
hoped  fur  on  a  wider  scale. 

Mr.  PUESTON  went  into  a  couHe  of  general  remarks 
upon  tbe  bill,  approving  ita  provisions  so  far  as  related 
to  tbe  increase  of  the  rank  snd  tile  of  the  army.  He 
dwelton  tbe  deficient  of  troops  in  Florida,  tlie  defenee- 
less  state  of  our  fortifications  on  the  seabosn],  the  broken 
slate  of  tbe  regimcnis,  snd  the  consequent  inefBciency 
of  our  roilitsry  force.  He  thought  we  might  expect  sn 
occuional  bruth  with  some  of  the  Indian  Iribep,  though 
nothing  likes  general  ur  permanent  Indian  war  wu  at 
all  likely  to  happen.  In  Texas,  too,  should  the  struggle 
be  prosecuted  by  Mexico,  it  would  be  very  desperste  in 
its  chsracter,  and  might  be  expected  unavoidably  to  ex- 
tend itself  more  or  leaa  across  the  line  into  our  own  ter- 
ritoryi  in  addition  to  which,  it  was  not  improbable  that 
attempts  would  be  made  on  both  sides  to  enlist  an  Indisn 
force.  All  these  were  rfSBoni  with  him  for  believing 
that  tbe  i.umerical  force  of  our  army  ought  to  be  aug- 
mented. 

Aa  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  related  to  an  increase 
of  the  staff,  inough  he  had  been  opposed  to  it  at  the  Ual  | 
sesaleo,  it  liad  been  only  because  he  wished  tbe  depsri-  i 
nent  to  point  out  tbe  mode  in  which  it  should  be  arrang- 1 
ed.  This  had  now  been  donet  and  as  the  service  here  was 
BufTering,  by  taking  cfBcers  f  rom  their  duties  in  the  de- 
partment to  perform  active  duty  in  the  field,  he  was  sat- 
isfied that  the  siHfTalio  needed  to  be  augmented. 

Mr.  CLAY  inquired  of  Mr.  P.  whether  he  believed 
that  an  incrrase  of  the  army  on  paper  would  secure  an 
actual  increase  of  its  numbers  in  the  field?  If  tbe  army, 
when  nominally  containing  but  6,000  men,  cculd  not  be 
recruited,  how  was  it  likely  to  b«  filled  up  when  nominal- 
ly 12,000? 

Mr.  PRESTON  replied,  that  all  history  bad  shown 
that  there  was  gent  rally  a  fixed  relative  proportion  be- 
tween tbe  nutnlicr  cf  an  army  on  the  rolls  and  in  actual 
service,  It  was  probable  that  the  aame  proportion 
would  atill  continuet  and  though  tbe  army,  as  augment- 
ed, might  not  be  full,  it  wouu  be  much  Isrgcr  thsn  if 
the  proposed  enhrgement  by  law  did  not  Uke  place. 


Mr.  Bl^TON  went  into  some  explanation  as  to  si. 
cert  who  bad  been  taken  froro  the  burean  and  ardod 
into  actiTe  tervicei  and  tnibted  that  this  very  bet  mf- 
plied  a  strong  ailment  why  their  nundwr  riioald  be 
increased. 

After  some  further  expUknations  and  repbes  m  ibii 
part  of  tbe  general  subject,  ibe  debate  clcaed. 

Tbe  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HOOBE,tf 
striking  out  tbe  19th  section,  (requiring  diwiiied  atet 
to  pay  a  sum  to  tbe  Govemaenti)  and  tbe  Irill  vailln 
passed,  by  yeas  and  nay^  as  follows: 

YxAs— Messrs.  Benton,  Brawn,  Buchsntn.  Cli^n,, 
Cutbbert,  Kwing  of  Illinms,  Fulton,  Grundy,  HsbbinjJ 
King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicbolaa,  NiH  Norrrll, 
Parker.  Rives,  R'  binson,  Sevier.  Slrangr,  TiUwdce, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wall,  White,  Wright— 26.  , 

Nixs— Messrs.  Calhnun,  Clay,  Cnttendea,  E«nf  i>« 
Ohio,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Mooi^  Fmui, 
Robbing  Southard,  Swift,  Tomlinaoo— 13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE, 

The  Senate  went  into  (be  eooddoation  of  cxkum 
business;  after  which. 

It  adjoumed.  \ 

FaiDix,  FianuABX  17. 
GENERAL  SCOTT. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Pbestos,  csISpj  J 
tbe  PrendenI  for  a  copy  of  the  preeeetUngsof  IkcM 
court  of  inquiry  at  Frederick,  in  tclMion  to  the  nn\ 
da  war,  being  under  convdcration — 

Mr.  PRESTON  aaid  there  waa  a  atrong  imprenion  ■ 
the  public  mind  that  the  result  ol  thclateco«rteris-, 
quiry  at  Frederick  waa  not  only  excalpatoty,  b«» 
ceedingly  honorable  to  General  Scott.  Mr.  P.  esohd 
in  tbe  honor  which  had  accrued  to  the -cooatry  by  w 
general,  and  it  waMith  deep  regret  that  be  n*  w 
Prcaident  did  not  share  in  these  bvorsble  senliwiitt. 
Looking  at  the  late  letter  of  the  PrcKdent  on  tbe  aibjest,i 
Mr.  P.  believed  that  if  any  case  had  everbees  pteirt-i 
ed  in  which  il  was  necessary  for  Congress  and  tbe  omh 
try  to  know  what  had  been  done,  this  ease  ma  ewietf- 
ly  such. 

Since  June  last,  the  reputation  of  Gener^ 
undergone  a  severe  canvass.  He  wss  then  iupert«ieo| 
in  his  command  of  the  army  of  Florida,  by  meswof  tbe: 
letter  of  a  subordinate  officer  un^r  his  coniBiiid»| 
tbe  editor  of  a  newspaper  in  Washington  city.  Jw 
manner  of  his  conducting  the  war  was  made  tbe  sebj^' 
of  investigation,  and  he  was  arraigned  befiwe  »  win- 
Tbe  subordinate  officer  who  had  accuied 
cessively  advanced  from  tbe  atuation  be  thia  oeespw 
till  he  waa  in  the  chief  commtnd  in  ibe  very  sgw" 
which  be  had  been  tbe  Instrument  of  remoriagGes^ 
Scott  by  these  extraordinary  meao^  and  wssatftes"* 
of  better  and  more  numerous  troops.  .  , 

General  Scott's  charaetrr  (M-.  P.  laid)  wsisfcirf'noi 
ofiei  and,  whatever  it  was,  it  had  been 
justice  -to  him,  in  justice  to  us  and  to  our  niiiiwlj^ 
BCter,  he  ought  to  be  vbidicatcd  frwn  any  scesrtW" 
which  he  bad  not  merited.  ^ 
The-Tcsuit  of  the  court  of  inquiry  (Mr.  P.  iwjjT 
been  made  known  to  tlie  country  t  and  it  therefore«<^ 
hinr  aa  highly  dcHrable  ibat  the  procM^.^Z 
court  should  be  spread  not  only  on  the  J<wniil«"| 
court,  but  publicly  on  the  journals  of  Coagrr*^^ 
letter  of  accusalidn.  had  been  published  i»  the 
and,  as  far  aa  General  Jcsup's  hentlntenlswoBW|«ir^ 
lie  opinion  was  pre-occopied  seven  months  '8''  .  „ 
opinions  of  tbe  President  also,  in  oppoijlien  '* ''[•"li 
of  the  court  martial,  had  been  made  known  ts  tw  ""^ 

■itilKtT*^ 
'ontfce«*« 


Under  tlieae  circumstances, 
airable  thai  CongEligitiibtti 
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■de  the  question,  bo  tbat  they  might  be  able  properly 
to  nuke  up  tbeir  opinions,  tint,  between  Generiils  Jesup 
md  Scott,  and  then  between  tbe  court  martial  and  tbe 
PreiideDt  of  the  United  States.  Tbe  Prendent  bad 
tboughfcproper  to  publish  his  dissent  from  the  result  of 
Ibe  court  martial,  and  thus  the  seal  of  secrecy  was  to  a 
certain  extent  broken  on  the  proceedings  of  the  court. 
The  whole  truth  ought  to  be  known  on  the  subject;  and 
jf  it  dioold  then  appear  tbat  a  great  injury  bad  been  done, 
Ifr.  P.  would  have  the  vengeance  of  the  people  fall 
where  it  ought  to  fall. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  be  concurred  in  tbe  views  of 
tbe  Senator  in  relation  to  General  Scott,  and  he  felt  much 
vymprnkhy  forbim  in  the  wrongs  which  he  bad  suffered. 
Bat  he  understood  that  the  official  proceedings  of  the  court 
martial  had  been  resumed,  and  that  it  was  not  therefore 
in  tbe  Pre«dent's  power  to  send  Ihem. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  that  tbe  resolution  be  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  that  they  might 
obtain  the  papers,  if  (hey  could  be  obtained;  but  he  was 
confident  they  were  not  in  posses^n  of  the  Preudent. 

Mr.  PRESTON  considered  such  a  refereno*  anneees- 
■ary,  as  a  direct  call  from  the  Senate  ought  to  aniwer 
every  purpose.  He  suggested  that  there  might  be  copies 
1^  the  proceedings  here,  though  the  original  had  been  re- 
turned. He  regreltjBd  if  it  were  not  so,  as  in  that  case 
there  would  not  be  time  for  any  action  of  Congress  at  this 
•ession. 

Mr.  BENTON  declared  it  a  usurpation  for  either 
branch  of  Congress  to  call  for  papers  of  this  kind  till  the 
rewlt  bad  been  entirely  made  up  by  the  authorities  cott' 
stitnted  for  ttnt  pnrpoae.  It  wodd  also  forestall  the 
publie  jodgment;  and,  if  such  a  resolution  should  pass, 
It  would  seem  as  if  the  Senate  were  not  wide  awaket  or, 
at  bat,  it  would  indicate  tbat  they  were  in  doubt  whether 
(he  proper  aatboritlea  had  Completed  their  action  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  PRESTON  repelled  this  charge.  General  Jesup 
and  the  Pre^dent,  be  said,  liad  already  forestalled  the 
pobKcJodgmenti  and  (be  just  order  of  Inquiry  now  de- 
manded that  tbe  main  facts  of  the  caseshould  be  publicly 
kmwB. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  obsenred  that  nothing  could  possibly 
be  more  unfortunate  for  the  army  than  a  readiness  on 
the  part  of  Congress  to  mingle  up  questions  of  military 
dfacipline*  and  tbe  standing  and  conduct  of  military  men, 
wHh  the  strifes  of  party  politics.  Nothing  could  be  more 
utterly  at  war  with  all  those  high  and  chivalrous  feelings 
wbieb  ought  ever  to  distinguish  the  soldier.  Mr.  C. 
ihould  greatly  regret  that  Congresa  should  now  hastily 
msh  into  aucb  a  prsctice.  The  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject tbcy  could  commence  whenever  they  pleaset  but, 
when  commenced,  it  could  not  be  terminated  with  the 
same  facility.  What  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Ur.  PassTos]  chiefly  objected  to  was  that  the 
Prewdent  should  publish  a  part  of  the  finding  of  the 
coort.  It  was  not  to  the  opinion  of  the  President  that 
Um  error  lay.  His  friend  would  not  assert  that  tbe 
Prtiklent  erred  there.  The  President  did  not  err.  The 
uniform  practice  on  tbe  part  of  courts  of  inquiry  was 
first  to  furnish  an  abstract  of  the  evidence  submitted 
to  tbemt  then  their  reasoning  upon  that  evidencet  and 
finally  their  sentence  in  the  case.  But  here  the  court 
had  pronounced  a  bare  acquittal.  Such  »  form  of  pro- 
ceeding was  not  for  tbe  advantage  of  General  Scott  bim- 
aelf,  in  whose  favor  the  sentence  had  been  given.  Gen- 
eral Scott,  if  he  understood  his  own  interest,  sboukl  de- 
•Ire  an  abstract  of  tbe  ease,  presenting  the  facts  as  ihey 
were  proved,  so  that  he  might  fully  establish  his  inno- 
cence, or  might  authorize  his  country  to  pronounce  a 
diflferent  verdict  from  the  court,  according  as  the  case 
might  be. 

There  wm  another  pmut  in  this  case  which  ought  not 


to  be  overlookedi  and  that  was  the  extreme  irregularity 
of  the  court  in  referring  to  the  conduct  of  General 
Jesup.  Although  the  conduct  of  that  officer  was  never 
submitted  to  them  for  examination  and  judgment,  they 
bad  pronounced  a  most  bitter  and  unmeasured  censure 
upon  him.  This  alone  formed  a  sufficient  ground  for 
tbe  President  returning  to  them  their  report.  It  was 
most  unfortunate  for  the  army  tbat  a  spirit  of  faction 
seemetl  to  have  taken  possession  of  even  its  officers, 
from  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  They  seemed  uncon- 
sdousof  that  delicacy  of  honor,  that  reserving  pride, 
which  formed  one  of  the  highest  distinctions  of  the  true 
soldier.  An  officer  possessed  by  the  right  ipjrit  would 
never  choose  to  lift  that  veil  which  covers,  with  a  sacred 
and  proper  secrecy,  whatever  belonged  to  tbe  conduct 
of  a  superior.  But  we  were  called  daily  to  wiineas  a 
spirit  the  reverse  of  this.  It  was  a  spirit  which  every 
man  who  loved  his  country,  and  felt  for  tbe  character  of 
the  army,  ought  premplly  to  discourage. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  h.%i  looked  slightly  into  (bis 
case,  and  he  understood  the  court  of  inquiry  to  have 
been  directed  to  report  the  facts.  Sometimes  courts  of 
this  character  delivered  simply  ibeir  opinion,  without  giv- 
ing tbe  facts;  sometimes  they  reported  the  facta  alone, 
without  expressing  any  opinion;  but  here  they  were  re- 
quired to  do  both — not  merely  to  ezpress-an  opinion  on 
the  conduct  of  General  Scott,  but  to  return  the  facts  on 
which  that  opinion  was  founded.  The  paper  put  ftirili 
by  the  President  objected  to  the  finding  of  the  court, 
because  tbe  facts  were  not  reported,  and  because  he 
wished  to  examine  them  for  himself.  Tbe  disapproval 
IB  not  of  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  court,  but  of  their 
omission  to  give  tbe  facts  of  the  casp>  Re  thought  it 
would  be  an  act  of  usurpation,  should  the  Senate,  in 
(his  stage  of  the  business,  attempt  to  interfere  and  fore- 
stall public  opinion,  before  the  President  had  expressed 
hia  judgment  eiiher  one  way  op  the  other.  The  Presi- 
dent had,  as  yet,  expressed  no  opinion  of  tbe  officer, 
but  only  of  tbe  course  pursued  by  (he  court. 

Mr.  PRESTON  uid  that  he  agreed  entirely  with  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cothbert]  in  the 
regret  expressed  by  him  at  the  factious  spirit  u^ich 
seemed  to  prevail  in  (he  army.  The  spectacle  was 
truly  a  melancholy  one.  Our  military  defenders  seemed 
to  be  possessed,  throughout,  with  a  spirit  ol  rivalry  and 
of  mutual  hostility.  It  might  present  a  curious  question, 
should  tbe  causes  be  investigated  which  bad  led  to  this 
state  of  things.  The  whole  of  this  siTair  in  relation  to 
General  Scott  had  originated  in  such  a  spirit.  It  had  been 
occasioned  by  a  direct  attack  'of  a  subordinate  officer 
against  his  superior  in  command,  who  was  at  the  time 
acting  with  liim  in  the  field.  It  assailed  his  miliiery 
character,  and  disapproved  and  opposed  his  plan  of  tlie 
campaign.  The  communication  in  which  it  was  con< 
tained  had  been  forwarded,  not  to  the  Department  of 
War,  but  to  the  editor  of  the  Globe  newspaper,  to  be 
by  him  presented  privately  to  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States.  Tbe  President,  with  his  charsetcrittic 
frankness,  instead  of  holding  this  as  a  secret  connmuni- 
cation,  immediately  nude  it  public,  and  placed  it  on  the 
files  of  the  Department.  What  could  more  strikingly 
exhibit  the  spirit  which  has  been  so  well  described  by 
the  Senator  from  Grnrgia?  There  seemed,  throughout 
tbe  army,  to  be  a  want  of  subordination  on  the  p:irt  of 
iU  offieersi  and  Mr.  P.  thought  it  Ibe  duty  of  Congresa 
to  assert  the  obligations  of  military  authurily.  In  this 
case,  the  causes  of  the  falhtre  of  the  campaign  in 
Florida  had  been  under  invesiigalion  by  a  court  of  in- 
quiry, and,  as  a  part  of  the  trstimony  in  the  esse,  the 
letter  of  General  Jesup  hsd  been  referred  to.  Tlie 
court  declared  that,  in  their  judgment,  the  allegations 
contained  in  that  letter  against  General  Scott  are  with- 
out foundation{  and  they  express,  with  so^^  frecdcm. 
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tbeir  opinion  of  the  lecuMr.  This,  Mr.  F.  believed, 
wmt  common  in  eourU  mtrtikl.  But,  ill  tbia  ipkrt*  id* 
RiiltiD^  thit  thai  portion  ol  the  report  wu  supereroga- 
tory, was  the  President  to  cut  out  of  this  report  to 
much  as  made  againit  General  Scott,  and  yet  were  the 
Senate  to  be  told  that  the  proceedinf;  was  still  prirate 
and  tnchoatef  It  was  not  private.  The  President  had 
published  it  to  the  world.  Was  he  to  select  just  so  much 
aa  he  pleased,  and  keep  back  the  residue?  Was  what- 
ever made  against  an  officer  to  be  publishedi  while  that 
which  wta  in  hii  favor  was  withheld  rrom  publication? 
The  President  complained  of  the  court  for  not  having  re- 
ported fiactst  but  Mr.  P.  insisted  that  tlie  court  had  re- 
ported facts  of  the  utmost  importance.  He  here  quoted 
the  report,  to  show  that  the  court  had  declared  (hat  there 
had  been  no  improper  delay  on  the  part  of  General 
Scott.  This,  surely,  V  as  one  important  fact.  Then,  that 
the  earliest  measures  had  been  taken  to  provide  arms, 
fcc,  for  the  troops.  Here  was  another  important  fact. 
That,  on  his  arrival,  he  had  found  the  men  almost  utter- 
ly destitute  of  all  which  they  ought  to  poawaa.  lliia 
was  another  fact.  Then,  that  arms  had  been  distributed 
to  the  volunteer*.  This  was  another.  That  the  plan  of 
General  Scott  had  been  well  d^viaedt  and  so  on.  Here 
were  facts  detailed  aa  fully  as  in  a  special  verdict.  The 
court  had  referred  to  the  testimony  aa  fully  eslablishing 
them,  and  had  thereupon  acquitted  General  Scoll. 
Their  report  was  a  direct  aasertion  of  facta,  and  of  all 
the  leading  and  prcmiinent  lacts  in  the  case.  The  Presi- 
dent, having  publiahed  this  report,  and  accompanied  it 
with  bis  disaent,  he  was  utterly  precluded  from  saying- 
that  the  matter  was  atill  private,  incomplete,  and  before 
the  court  for  investigation.  K,  indeed,  he  had  not  given 
publicity  to  this  document,  his  dissent  would  hare  been 
in  the  nature  of  an  interlocutory  decree,  and  it  might 
have  itill  been  said  that  the  affair  was  before  the  courti 
but,  having  choaen  the  other  course,  ibis  plea  could  no 
longer  he  offered. 

Hr.  P.  aaid  he  had  entered  with  relbclance  upon  (his 
subject.  He  had  waited  to  see  whether  some  one  more 
competent  to  do  it  justice  would  nut  take  it  up,  until  a 
motion  was  made  to  go  into  rxecutive  bustnesst  he  then 
could  no  longer  refrain,  as  well  from  a  personal  feeling 
of  friendship  to  General  Scott  as  from  a  regard  to  the 
public  good.  Mr.  p.  was  determined  thiit  officer  should 
neither  be  crushed  by  a  direct  blow,  nor  undermined  by 
indirection.  He  lamented  the  position  in  which  General 
Scolt  was  placetl,  and  he  lamented  every  moment's  de- 
Iny  which  atuod  between  him  and  a  full  acquittal. 

Mr.  RIVES  observed  that  the  qnestion  was  not  now 
on  the  final  adoption  of  the  resolutcon  which  had  been 
offi-red,  but  simply  on  the  reference.  The  only  anxiety 
he  felt  in  reference  to  the  matter  was,  that  the  course 
taken  should  be  the  most  proper  one,  and  diould  best 
insure  to  General  Scolt  a  full  measure  of  justice.  As  to 
(be  opinton  of  the  Freudent  on  the  merita  of  the  decision, 
or  the  merits  of  the  proceedings  themselves,  he  should 
not  enter  into  any  discua^ion,  because  lie  deemed  it  pre- 
mature. The  Senate  hnd  not  the  necessary  lights  on 
which  to  proceed.  The  only  question  they  had  now  to 
decide  was,  what  was  the  proper  course  to  be  taken 
with  the  resolution?  He  difl  nut  wish  the  Senate  tu 
adopt  any  act  which  ahould  prove  nugatory.  IF  it  was 
true  that  the  procredings  had  been  remitted  to  the 
court  to  be  remodelled,  and  were  not  in  the  possession 
of  the  Kxecutive,  thtn  the  adi  ption  oF  the  resolution 
would  be  nugatory,  and  could  lead  to  no  result.  He 
thought  that  that  fuel  presented  a  proper  subject  for  the 
preliminary  inquiry  of  a  cmmittee.  Mr.  U.  said  thai 
he  agreed  in  opinion  with  the  chai>man  of  the  Military 
Committee  ^Mr.  Blbtox]  in  thinking  that  it  would  be  a 
violation  of  rule,  and  a  usurpation  of  power,  should  the 
Senate  ask  fur  the  pnceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry 


before  the  final  judgment  of  the  Prendent  tbercopon 
had  been  given.  He  thought,  too;  that  the  tangosgeof 
the  resolution  was  a  little  too  strong;  but  of  that  he  iSi 
not  pretend  to  be  so  good  a  judge,  as  it  was  rather  a 
question  tor  military  gentlemen.  He  asked  whether 
any  caae  existed  in  which  the  opinion  of  a  court  msrtiil 
had  ever  been  called  for  till  its  final  coBSummation  by 
the  President.  He  was,  indeed,  aware  tbat  there  wisa 
peculiarity  in  thia  case,  from  the  fact  that  the  opiniM  of 
the  President  had  been  expressed  before  the  prooeediff 
waa  Bnally  ctoaed.  How  br  that  might  Uke  the  ease  cat 
of  the  general  rule,  he  was  not  prepared  to  uy,  aa- 
learned  at  he  was  in  military  afTaira.  He  hoped  he  had 
not  been  betrayed  into  too  ardent  an  expresuoo  of  the 
feelings  he  cherished  towards  General  Scott,  vhoia 
character  he  considered  as  fonning  a  prominent  part  ia 
the  history  of  the  republic,  aa  well  as  of  the  n»rsl 
riches  of  that  Commonwealth  it  was  his  honor  to  repre- 
sent. He  could  entertain  no  doubt,  whatever  might  b« 
the  peraonal  opinion  of  the  President,  that  pubhc  seati< 
ment  would  do  General  Sfott  ample  justice.  lathe 
mean  while,  Hr.  R.  had  no  wish  to  mix  up  a  milit*iT 
question  with  the  fleeting  contests  of  party,  and  hii 
main  solicitude  was  to  prevent  this.  But  a  little  deby 
would  be  incurred,  should  the  Senate  delay  its  sction  oa 
ihfs  subject,  as  the  proceedings  had  been  remitted  to 
the  court,  not  for  the  purpose  of  having  additional  evi*  I 
dence  taken,  but  only  that  the  evidence  new  is 
possession  of  the  court  ahould  be  collated,  and  the  txa-  \ 
clution  deduced  from  the  facts  of  the  case.  Full  sad 
complete  testimony  mutt  have  been  already  taken,  sad 
the  digeating  oF  it  could  occupy  bat  a  few  days.  Tbe 
whole  would  then  be  returned  to  the  Prevdeot,  ana 
Hr.  R.  Felt  asaured  that  no  unreasonable  delay  *oi^ 
afterwards  be  suflPered  to  take  place.  Tbe  reputatira  of 
General  Scott  was  of  too  durable  a  material  to  be  affected 
b;^  Ibis  short  delay.  While  Mr.  R.  yielded  to  none  in  pi> 
triotic  and  pericHial  solicitude  to  vindicate  tbaioficer 
from  every  unjuHt  charge  against  him,  be  was  anilMi 
that  course  should  he  pursuM  which  should  tnostresd^ 
evolve  the  unbiased  opinion  oF  the  whole  nation  spoa 
his  character  and  conduct.  It  seemed  to  him  noil 
proper,  especially  as  the  Senator  From  South  CsroBas, 
[Mr.  PsKSTOir,]  who  had  moved  the  resohitioiv  w" 
himself  a  member  oF  (he  Military  Committer  (hat  *^ 
rcaolution  should  be  referred  to  that  coaniMee.  Us 
considered  this  aa  the  courae  which  would  best 
the  permanent  fame  of  General  Scott,  eod,  In  (hitbwef, 
should  vote  for  the-commitment. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  observed  that  it  wu  by  no  idmh 
an  uncommon  thing  that  mere  personal  coDsidenuoDi 
should  operate  to  retard  debate,  but,  in  his  owbcu^ 
he  had  no  desire  that  thia  ahould  happen.  The 
were  fully  capable  of  tinderatandin|f  what  had  becBB*  | 
ready  asid,  and  there  could  be  no  need  to  repeat  it.  fit 
wM  willing  (hat  the  resolution  ahould  take  either  of  tw 
couraes  which  bad  been  proposed.  He  had  no  objM* 
tion  to  its  being  referred,  and  he  waa  willing  tkat  it 
should  be  laid  upon  the  table.  He  had  risen  dmM 
ofTer  but  a  single  observation.  The  Seiwtor  From  Souu 
Oarulina  bad  taken  up  the  paper  containing  the  finding 
of  the  court,  and,  reading  one  aentence  aFter  another, 
had  asked,  is  not  this  a  fuct'  and  is  not  this  a  tet. 
Mr.  C.  replied,  no.  It  was  the  expresaioa  of  aoopit* 
ion  deduced  from  a  mass  of  facts.  It  stated  the  opiniH 
<»f  the  court,  and  nothing  more.  Waa  thia  good  groiwo 
for  such  a  report  as  tbe  President  demanded.'  Va 
friend  was  of  opinion  ihat,  in  respect  to  General  Jeiofr 
the  court  had  done  nothing  but  what  they  were  warnat 
ed  to  do.  Mr.  C.  thought  in  this  he  erred.  Wsi  ittM 
practice  of  courts  to  deliver  strong  op'"*''«»  «' *!* 
sure  on  the  character  of  witnmet  v^pttUwa  be- 
fore them?  He  bcia«tfa3MtyVo«M3iNf  Mip- 
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Eared  before  the  court  only  m  a  witness.  The  court 
ll  •  right  to  uy,  if  to,  they  thought  hii  kliegaiioni  were 
not  ttutained,  but  (bey  hid  no  right  to  pronounce  a  se- 
vere censure  upon  hit  conduct. 

MrrSTRANGB  tmde  some  remirks.  He  vas  under- 
stood to  lay  that  he  apprehended  much  danger  of  the 
Seaatc's  getting  into  a  political  dispute  on  a  military 
question.  The  chief  complaint  of  the  Senator  from 
Soutb  Carolina  [Mr.  Pbeitob]  was,  that  (be  President 
bad  published.  But  what  had  lie  published?  That  which 
couU  injure  any  oneP  Had  he  refuaed  to  aanetion  the 
•entence  of  the  court,  aad  given  no  reasons  for  the  refu- 
nlf  If  he  bad  done  this,  there  might  have  been  ground 
for  complaint.  But  the  Preaident  bad  not  to  much  as 
dedared  that  he  did  dissent  from  the  sentence.  Ail  he 
bad  aaid  wa%  tint  he  could  not  confirm,  for  want  of  a 
more  distinct  statement  of  tlie  facts.  Until  these  were 
laid  befure  him,  he  could  not  form  a  judgment  whether 
the  decision  of  the  court  had  been  right  or  wrong.  The 
court  tbemseUes  admitted  that  there  had  been  a  deliy. 
Mr.  S.  4id  not  say  by  whom  it  had  been  occasoined. 
The  Prendent,  by  sending  back  the  proceedings,  had 
oecaaiofled  no  delay  that  was  improper.  As  a  judicial 
officer,  he  could  not  hasten  to  judgment.  It  was  true 
that  ihe  President  complained  that  the  court  had  gone 
out  of  their  way  to  censure  General  Jesup,  but  it  ccr- 
laisily  did  not  lie  in  the  mouth  of  the  defenders  of  Gen- 
eral Scott  to  complain  that  the  President  protf  cted  Gen- 
eral Jesop.  Believing  (hat  any  interference  by  the  Sen- 
ate would  only  ojieraie  to  injure  General  Scott,  f  move 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Tbe  question  being  immediately  put^  it  was  negatived: 
Ayes  17.  noes  33. 

Mr.  PRESTON  asked,  when  the  President  received 
Oener>tl  Jesup'a  letter,  accuaing  General  Scott,  did  he 
send  that  buck,  and  call  for  the  testimony'  No.  Al- 
though the  letter  necea-iarily  opened  the  wayjbr  the 
promotion  of  him  that  wrote  it,  and  was  therefore  liable 
to  every  pomble  suspicion  which  personal  interest  could 
create,  the  President  called  for  no  testimony  in  that  case. 
Oenend  Scott  was  instantly  superseded,  and  transferred 
to  Frederick,  while  the  jnformer  against  him  waa raised 
to  bis  place;  but  now,  when  the  court  found  that  the 
character  of  General  Jesap  was  involved,  and  his  allrgs- 
lions  unsustained.  General  Scott  was  hung  up  in  pro- 
longed suspense,  while  Ihe  President  called  for  testimo- 
ny. General  Scott  had  been  acquitted,  but,  instead  of 
being  restored  to  his  station  at  the  head  of  an  advancing 
army,  he  roust  watt  for  testimony.  Mr.  P.  said  lie  was 
glad  to  see  the  President  of  tbe  United  Slates  cautious 
of  the  reputation  of  officers  in  like  United  States  army; 
but  it  was  a  most  extraordinary  spectacle  to  see  the  com. 
mander'in-chief  of  an  army  thus  seized  upon,  St  the 
Ei^gestion  of  a  private  lettert  and  then,  when  the  court 
of  inquiry  ventured  to  suggest  any  thing  against  his  sec- 
ond in  command,  ihey  are  immediately  censured,  and 
their  aenlence  sent  back  to  them.  Had  a  letter  been 
sent  lo  tbe  editor  of  the  Globe,  secretly  assailing  the 
character  and  conduct  of  General  Jesup,  and  the  court 
had  expressed  its  disapprobation  of  General  Scott  for 
cueb  a  course,  would  it  have  incurred  the  same  measure 
of  presidential  displeasure?  Mr.  P.  could  well  compre- 
hend tbe  feeling  which  had  elicited  this  expression  of 
indignant  feeling  from  (he  ofliicers  who  composed  that 
court  of  inquiry.  Honorable  men  felt  jealous  of  the 
cbaraetera  or  high  military  commanders,  and  felt  them- 
•elres  called  upon  by  duty  to  express  their  opinion  of  one 
who  cnuld  secretly  assail  them.  Yet,  the  moment  they 
do  so,  the  Senate  are  reminded  of  the  sacredness  of  in- 
dividual character.  Where  was  the  sacredness  of  mili- 
tary character  when  General  Scott  had  been  hurled 
from  his  command  on  the  letter  of  an  informer,  and  fur 
tbree  months  subjected  to  all  the  Tcxation  and  delays  of 


a  military  prosecution,  when  no  human  being,  acquaint* 
ed  with  the  facts  of  the  caae,  believed  that  the  slightest 
blame  could  justly  attach  to  him?  He  had  been  aecuaed 
of  having  too  much  mitiUry  learning,  and  of  too  much 
strategy  in  the  planning  of  his  campaign;  but  what  had 
the  course  of  the  campaign  since  then  demonstrated? 
History  had  vindicated  the  correctness  of  his  views]  ev- 
ery failure  which  had  since  occurred  contributed  its 
proof  to  the  same  point.  The  course  of  those  who  had 
superseded  him  led  to  the  same  conclusion.  The  exist' 
ing  stale  of  things  was  precisely  that  which  General 
Scott  had  predictedi  and  those  now  in  command  were 
vaiking  in  the  very  steps  which  Scott  had  aaid  tbejr 
would  be  compelled  to  pursue.  E«ery  movement  in 
Florida  had  but  confirmed  his  military  knowledge,  and 
fulfilled  thst  which  his  military  foresight  had  predicted. 
There  remained  against  his  conduct  not  tbe  shadow  of 
a  shade. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT  said  he  should  not  reply  to  the  Sen* 
ator  from  South  Carolina.  He  was  merely  desirous  that 
that  course  should  be  pursued  which  would,  tn  the  end, 
be  most  beneficial  to  the  cause  of  his  friend.  The  Sen- 
ator bad  spoken  of  General  Scott  as  General  Scott  of 
Chippewa)')  and  was  not  General  Jesup  Jesup  of  Cbtp- 
peway^  He  had  spoken  of  him  as  General  Scott  of 
Bridgewater;  but  did  he  forget  that  General  Jesup  was 
also  General  Jesup  of  Dridgewater'  A  braver  or  more 
thoroughly  honest  man  breathed  not  the  breath  of  life. 

Hr.  PRESTON  said  he  had  not  compared  the  men. 
He  had  compared  the  conduct  of  the  President  to  tb« 
two. 

The  question  wu  now  pat  on  referring  the  resolution 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  AfTaits,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmalivct  Ayca  S8,  noes  not  counted. 

B.  W.  MEADE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENT,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  fur  the  relief  of  the 
executrix  of  Kxhard  W.  Meade. 

Mr.  CLAY  I  ON  addressed  the  Senate  at  length,  in  op- 
position to  the  bill. 

A  long  discussion  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  HUB. 
BARD,  BLACK,  CLAY,  DAVIS,  and  WALKER,  par- 
ticipated. 

Hr.  HUBBARD  moved  lo  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  second  section,  and  inserting  a  provision  that  the 
board  constituted  by  the  bill  should  examine  the  claim, 
and  report  the  result  to  the  Senate,  with  the  reaaoni 
therefor,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Hr.  BLACK  moved  to  amend  this  amendment,  so  that 
the  award  of  the  commissioners,  if  any,  should  be  paid 
to  the  claimant  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  if 
nothing  should  be  found  due  to  tbe  claimant,  the  board 
should  then  report.  Etc. 

This  amendment  was  adopted*  Yeas  35,  nays  15. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  adopted,  and  the 
Dill  was  passed  by  the  following  vote,  the  yeas  and  nays 
having  been  ordered  on  the  call  of  Mr.  HUBBARUi 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Bu- 
chanan, Clay,  Crittenden,  Cuthberi,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Kent,  King  of  Georgia, 
Knight,  Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas  Niles,  Norvell,  Rives, 
Sevier,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Walker, 
Wall— 38. 

Nats— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Dans,  Davit,  Hen- 
dricks, Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Moore,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Prentiss,  Robbinn,  Robinson,  Strange,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Wright— 17. 

^  REMISSION  OF  DUTIES. 
Mr.  WRIGHT  said  he  arose  to  ask  a  favor  of  the  Sen- 
ate.   It  was  late,  and  he  knew  well  the  body  was  al- 
ready wearied  with  the  labors  of  the  day;  but  hoped  a 
compliance  with  bis  request  would  not  protcact  tbe  ks- 
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t\oa  muteritlly,  or  prove  a  heavy  Ux  upon  the  patience 
of  the  naembers  present.  He  moved  that  Senate  bill 
No.  88,  entitled  "  A  bill  to  remit  (he  duties  upon  cer- 
tain goodi  destroyed  by  fire  at  the  late  eonflaeration  in 
the  city  of  New  York,"  be  now  taken  up,  and  that  the 
oMera  of  the  day,  general  and  ipeeial,  previous  to  that 
bill,  be  postponed  for  that  purpose.  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  makes  single  remark,  as  applicable  to  his  mo- 
tion.  Tlie  bin  contained  a  single  prtnt^ple:  that  of  re> 
mitting  or  refunding  the  duties  upon  goods  burned  in  the 
original  paekages,  as 'imported.  To  the  details  of  the 
bill  he  believed  no  Senator  would  find  any  objection,  and 
be  was  now  desirous  to  make  a  few  amendments,  purely 
of  detail,  and  let  the  bill  pass  inrormslly,  if  it  ahould  be 
the  prefrrence  of  the  Senate,  to  its  engrossmentf  and,  up< 
on  the  Uiird  reading,  the  principle  of  the  bill  might  be 
convdered  and  discussed.  He  dtd  not  propose  to  bring 
on  that  discussion  now,  and,  should  the  Senate  grali^ 
him  by  taking  up  the  bill,  he  would  promise  nut  to  occu- 
py its  time  this  evening  by  debate. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  bill  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  then  moved  several  amendments,  all  of 
which  were  adopted,  and  all  of  which  he  said  were  ofTer- 
ed  in  pursuance  ofsuggestiona  made  to  him  by  the  most 
respectable  committee  now  in  attendsnce  in  behalf  of 
theiufTering  merchants,  or  by  the  persona  whom  it  was 
proposed  to  constitute  commissioners  for  adjudication 
upon  these  claims.  These  persons  were  the  ilislrict 
attorney  of  (he  United  Sutes  for  the  southern  district  of 
New  York,  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  and 
the  naval  oflReer  of  the  said  port. 

Hie  bill,  at  ariginHlIy  drawn  and  reported  by  the 
committee,  required  that  ell  the  claims  should  be  ex- 
amined, and  the  testimony  and  judgment  of  the  commis- 
iioners  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
acted  upon  by  him,  before  any  claim  could  be  paid.  The 
object  of  the  first  several  amendments  he  had  offered 
was  to  permit  the  commissioners  to  return  tn  the  Secre- 
tary the  testimony  taken  before  them,  and  their  decisions 
upon  any  one  or  more  of  the  claims  at  any  time,  that  the 
Secretary  may  act  upoo  them,  and  permit  the  eertiii* 
eatea  to  issue,  while  other  claims  shall  be  in  tbe  course  of 
investigation. 

In  addition  to  these  amendments,  he  had  offered  two 
ftilditiona)  sections  to  the  bill.  The  first  of  those  section! 
was  to  extend  to  such  goods  as  had  been  partially  (bu  1 
not  entirely)  destroyed  in  the  original  packages  the 
provisions  of  Uie  bill,  and  a  relief  to  tbe  owners  of  such 
goods  proportioned  to  the  damage  and  destruction  caused 
by  the  same  conflagration.  If  the  principle  of  the  bill 
was  sound,  lie  could  see  no  reason  why  that  principle 
should  not  be  extended  to  these  partial  sufferers,  in  pro- 
portion to  tbeir  losses,  as  well  as  to  those  whose  property 
had  been  totally  destroyed}  and  the  section  contained  an 
expressproliibition against  itsextensionlo  goodsdamaged 
or  destroyed  after  the  packagea  bad  becu  broken  and 
the  goods  taken  therefrom. 

The  other  section,  Mr.  W.  said,  was  an  authority  to 
tbe  commissioners  to  employ  a  cleric,  who  should  be  paid 
out  of  the  public  Treasury.  It  had  been  suggested  to 
him  to  provide  in  the  bill  for  payment  to  the  commis- 
sioners for  their  services.  These  persons  were  all  officers 
of  the  Government,  and  two  of  them,  the  collector  and 
naval  officer,  salary  ollicersi  and  although  the  district 
attorney  stood  upon  a  somewhat  different  footing,  he 
had  concluded,  after  mature  reflection,  that  it  was  not 
beat  to  incorporate  into  this  bill  any  provision  for  the 
compensation  of  any  of  these  officers.  It  was  impossible 
to  say  what  amount  of  labor  it  would  impose^pon  them, 
or  how  much  of  their  time  would  be  required  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duty  imposed.  Knowing  those  officers 
personally  as  be  did,  be  bad  tbe  fullest  confldence  that 


they  would  all  cheerfully  discharge  the  duties  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  bill,  and  that  without  any  preTioui 
provision  for  compensation  beyond  that  pertaming  lo 
their  existing  offices.  When  the  services  shidi  hive 
been  performed,  and  the  Isbw  can  be  perfectly  knowa, 
Congresi  can  act  with  certainty  in  the  matter.  That 
these  commissioners,  however,  would  require  t  era' 
petent  clerk,  would  be  apparent  lo  every  one.  The 
claims  were  numerous,  and  the  proofs  might  be  volniDi* 
nous.  The  returns  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Tresmry, 
required  by  the  bill,  would  require  entire  copies  of  mvj, 
if  not  all,  the  papers  before  the  commtsiionen,  and  ^ 
issuing  of  the  certificates  provided  for  would  require 
great  clerical  labor.  Hence  he  had  proposed  the  pn* 
vision  for  a  clerk. 

These  amendments  having  been  adopted,  Mr.  CAl* 
HOUN  inquired  of  Mr.  Waisnr  if  he  could  tfate  ^boot 
the  amount  of  the  claims  which  would  be  presented  iHi> 
der  the  bill? 

Mr.  WRIGHT  replied  that  he  thanked  iheSenitor 
from  South  Carolina  for  making  the  inquiry.  It  hid  not 
been,  and  was  not  now,  his  object  to  discuss  lhebill,bilt 
the  inquiry  made  it  his  duty  to  stale  that  a  list  of  the 
claims,  containing  the  names  of  the  claimants  and  the 
amount  of  each  cUim,  had  been  furnished  to  the  eominit- 
tee,  had  been  by  the  committee  presented  lo  the  Seiute 
with  their  report  of  the  bill,  and  was  now  upon  the  print- 
ed files  of  every  Senator.  From  the  statement,  it  ip- 
peared  that  there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  indi- 
viduals nnd  firms  claiming  a  return  of  duties  upon  gooA 
destroyed  in  oripnal  package*,  and  that  the  unountei 
their  cUimn,  in  the  whole,  was  $418,747  39.  Tbe  oun- 
ber  and  amount  of  these  claims  had  been  thus  obtained. 
Immediately  af^er  the  fire,  a  Ui^e  committee  of  mer- 
chants had  been  appointed,  to  inquire  and  ascertain,  u 
far  as  that  could  be  done,  the  amount  of  losses,  and  tbe 
namea  of  the  sufFerers.  At  that  time  a  list  of  the  suffer 
ers,  supposed  lo  be  nearly  perfect,  was  made.  In  D^ 
cember,  now  last  pait,  that  committee  had  madeaeilli 
by  a  publication  in  the  newspapers  of  the  dty.  apoawl 
persons  who  had  claims  for  remission  of  duties  apoa 
goods  burned,  to  come  in  and  authenticate  their  ebtii^ 
with  a  view  to  their  presentation  to  Congre*  The* 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  individuals  and  fimw  W  ap* 
peared,  and  verified  their  claims  by  the  sffldititi  of  the 
respective  claimants,  which  affidavits  were  now  betore 
the  Senate  with  the  bill  under  consideration.  The* 
were  claims  exclusively  for  goods  destroyed  in 
paekages  as  imported — the  only  class  of  claims  pmiaei 
for  In  the  bill.  In  addition  to  this  list,  (Mr.  W.  mi.) 
he  was  informed  there  was  another  claim,  amounting  to 
about  170,000,  which  was  not  now  presented  to  Cw- 
gress,  because  the  subject  of  the  goods  destroyed  w  '* 
litigation  between  the  city  of  New  York  and  the  owneti 
These  were  goods  destroyed  by  blowing  up  •'1' 
powder  the  buildings  in  which  they  were  stored,  toW* 
rest  the  progress  of  the  fire.  The  buildings  were  won 
up  by  the  order  of  the  authoritiea  of  tbe  cit^,  and  the 
owners  of  the  goods  thus  destroyed  were  cUimisg 
the  city  entire  compensation  lor  their  losses.  Ther 
therefore  could  not  now  come  before  Congress  to  u* » 
remission  of  duties.  The  city  was  resisting  these  aw« 
against  it;  and,  until  a  deciaion  of  the  Iilig»tion,  '5^* 
not  be  known  which  of  the  parties  would  be  entioedw 
the  remission.  Still,  he  was  informed  that  a  ^'J"*^ 
the  extent  he  had  named,  existed  in  consequence  of* 
destruction  of  these  goodsi  and  it  could  not  beimpen" 
to  the  United  States  how  tbe  litigation  should  ^ef^** 
as  neither  the  amount  nor  character  of  the  claim  oP" 
this  Government  would  be  thereby  altered.  This  yw- 
W.  said)  would  make  the  amount  of  these  claimi  aW 
#300,000— between  $490,000  and  $500,000. 

There  was  another  uncertainty  a*  to  thejuiMMBt. 
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he  weuld  bere  mention.  Certain  indiTiduaU  and  firnu, 
who  filed  with  the  committee  of  merchants  cUims  for 
remission  of  duties  last  year,  had  nut  yet  appeared,  in 
purauance  of  the  call  made  in  December  last,  toauthen- 
ticate  their  claims.  He  had  already  stated  that  136  in- 
dividuals and  firms  had  appeared  and  testified  to  claims 
amounting  to  $418,000,  as  the  duties  upon  poods  de- 
stroyed in  unbroken  paekaffes  a«  imported.  In  addition 
to  these,  97  Individuals  and  fimu  bad  appeared  and 
testified  in  the  ume  manner  to  claims  amounting  to 
$156,394  57,  as  the  duties  paid  and  payable  upon  goods 
destroyed  after  the  packages  had  been  broken  and  the 
goods  distributed  in  the  shops.  No  provision  was  made 
or  proposed  for  this  class  of  clslms.  Mr.  W.  said  it  was 
matter  of  deep  regret  to  him  that  these  claimants  could 
not  be  relieved)  but  the  Committee  on  Finance  had  not 
believed  it  safe  or  wise  to  extend  the  principle  of  the  bill 
to  any  other  than  goods  destroyed  in  unbroken  pack- 
ages. In  addition  to  these,  tbera  were  found  upon  the 
list  of  claimants,  prepared  immediately  after  the  fire, 
the  names  of  33  individuals  and  firms  who  had  not  ap- 
peared to  authenticate  their  clatma  in  any  manner.  From 
the  former  list  it  was  ascertained  that  the  amount  of 
claims  preferred  these  32  houses  was  $67,976  43{ 
but  as  it  was  impossible  to  say  what  portion  of  the  sum 
was  for  duties  on  unbroken  snd  what  on  broken  pack- 
ing it  was  not  in  bis  power  to  say  bow  much  these 
Claims  would  add  to  the  amount  to  be  drawn  from  the 
public  Treasury,  if  the  bill  under  consideration  should 
bec'ime  a  law. 

Mr.  CLAY  here  suggested  adding  a  proviso  to  some 
proper  section  of  the  bill,  that  no  more  than  a  given 
amount  of  money  abouU  be  'drawn  from  the  Treasury 
BDder  it,  and  proposed  to  fix  that  amount  at  |500,000. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  if  the  honorable  Senator  would 
nafce  the  sum  $600,000,  as  he  hoped  be  woold,  he 
would  accept  the  amendment  as  proposed. 

After  some  little  conversation, 

Mr.  CLAY  adopted  Mr.  Wbiobt's  suggestion,  and 
moved  th:  proviso,  limiting  the  amount  to  $600,000. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  objected  to  any  limitation;  and,  upon 
taktni^  the  vote,  the  amendment  was  negativedi  wlien 
tlie  bill  wai  ordered  to  be  .engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

(The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  on  the  next  day, 
paaied,  and  sent  to  the  House  for  coocurrenee.] 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


SATtJRDlX,  FkBSDABT  IB. 

Ur.  BBSTOX  presented  the  credentials  of  Hon. 
Lbwzs  p.  Lis*,  re-elected  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  six  years  from 
and  after  the  4tb  of  March  next. 

PAPERS  OP  MR.  MADISON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBBINS,  the  joint  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  the  manuscripts  of  the  late 
President  Madison  wss  taken  up  and  considered . 
Mr.  ROBBINS  rose  and  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  President:  I  consider  this  work  of  Mr.  Madison, 
now  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  world  under  the  pat- 
ronage of  this  Government,  as  the  most  valuable  one  to 
maJikind  that  has  appeared  since  the  days  when  Bacon 
gave  to  the  world  his  Novum  Organon.  That  produced 
that  revolution  in  analytics,  which  has  produced  the 
immense  superiority  of  the  moderns  over  the  ancients  in 
the  knowledge  of  nature,  and  in  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  human  life— the  fruit  of  that  knowledge. 
With  Bacon  it  was  a  mere  tbeoiy;  a  theory,  however, 
whirh  he  fondly  cherished,  and  confidently  believed 
would  be  prolific,  as  it  has  been,  of  the  most  munificent 
rcsaltit  but  in  the  bands  of  Newton,  and  of  bis  oUier 
disciplei  and  followers^  U  became  «  practical  guide  to 
You  XIII.— 54 
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those  astonishing  discoveries  which,  in  their  conse- 
quences^ have,  among  other  things,  converted  those 
elements  of  nature  before  aupposed  to  be,  only  lo  be 
controlled  by  the  same  Almighty  hand  which  formed 
them,  into  the  ministers  and  agents  of  man,  obedient  to 
his  will,  and  Gubservient  to  his  use.  It  hss  enabled  man 
to  draw  the  veil  from  the  face  of  naturet  to  inspect  her 
mechanism}  and  to  avail  himself  of  her  principles  for  the 
augmentation  of  his  own  power.  It  has  given  him  power 
aAer  power;  and  is  still  going  on  to  give  him  power 
upon  power,  as  his  researches  go  on  in  exploring  her 
boundless  fields,  and  in  making  discovery  upon  dis- 
covery; and  to  this  growing  increase  of  human  power, 
no  human  being  can  now  assign  the  possible  limits. 
True,  it  has  not  enabled  mail,  as  It  was  fubled  of  him  by 
the  poets  of  old,  to  steal  the  fire  from  (he  heavensj  but 
it  has  enabled  him  to  do  more  and  better — it  has  enabled 
him  to  become  an  humble  pupil  in  the  school  of  the 
Divine  Artist;  and,  by  studying  his  models,  to  copy  his 
agencies,  though  at  the  immeasurable  dislsnce  which 
separates  a  finite  fram  the  Infinite  Being. 

As  this  Organon  of  Uacon  has  been  the  beacon-liglit  to 
mankind  to  guide  him  to  the  true  philosophy,  and  to  the 
improvement  of  his  physical  condition,  so  will  this  work 
of  Madison,  as  I  trust  and  predict,  be  his  beacon-light  to 

Slide  him  to  the  trite  science  of  free  government,  and  to 
e  improvement  of  bis  political  condition.  The  acience 
of  free  government,  the  most  difficult  of  all  Ihescienee^ 
by  far  the  most  difficult,  while  it  is  the  most  important 
to  mankind;  of  all  the  slowest  in  growth,  the  latest  in 
maturity.  Not  the  science  which  has  penetrated  the 
causes  and  explained  to  mankind  the  phenomena  of  the 
heavens  is  so  difficult;  that  has  been  found  of  easier  and 
more  rapid  attainment.  Indeed,  the  difficulties  to  be 
overcome  in  evolving  this  science  are  so  great,  that  we 
are  to  wonder  less  at  its  tardy  advance^  than  at  iti  final 
success.  In  the  first  place,  it  requires  the  deepest  and 
most  perfect  insight  into  the  nature  of  man:  of  man  not 
only  in  bis  general  nature,  but  as  modified  by  society; 
which  every  where  has  superinduced  and  clothed  him 
with  a  second  nature,  denominated  habit)  and  that  as 
diver«fied  as  the  countries  be  inhabits.  Then  it  re^uirea 
that  ft«ilty  of  comprelienaive  combination,  which  la  the 
rarest  of  all  the  ^lia  of  God  to  man,  and  which,  when- 
ever and  wherever  it  appears,  seems  destined  to  pro- 
duce an  era  in  human  affairs;  a  faculty  of  combimng  into 
a  whole,  where  the  elements  to  be  combined  are  so  va- 
rious as  to  be  almost  infinite;  a  whole  perfect  in  relation 
to  all  its  parts,  and  its  parts  perfect  in  relation  to  the 
whole.  Besides,  the  perfect  model  of  the  free  govern- 
ment is  not  like  the  perfect  model  of  any  other  acience. 
Ofevety  other  science,  the  perfect  model  any  where  is 
the  perfect  mode)  every  where,  and  every  wiiere  alike 
perfect.  The  perfect  watch  at  Washington,  for  instance, 
is  the  perfect  watch  at  Canton,  and  so  all  over  tbe  globei 
but  not  so  the  perfect  model  of  the  free  government :  that, 
though  the  principles  are  the  ume  every  where,  tbe 
form  vsries  as  the  circumstances  vary,  of  the  people  by 
whom  it  is  established;  to  which  circumstances  it  mult 
always  be  sdjusted  and  made  to  conform. 

Hm,  with  us,  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  this 
achievement,  from  the  nature  of  tbe  elements  to  be  com- 
bined, were  stupendously  great.  In  looking  back  to 
those  difficulties,  that  they  were  overcome  at  all  ap- 
pears to  me  now  little  less  than  a  prodigy;  and  it  still 
fills  me  with  astonishment.  For  here  a  combination 
was  required  that  would  produce  a  structure,  perfectly 
anomalous  in  the  history  of  human  Governmental  and 
such  a  structure  was  produced,  and  as  perlect  as  it  wss 
novel.  Here  were  a  people,  spread  and  spreading  over 
a  vast  territory— that  stretching  and  to  stretch  sImAat 
from  the  rising  to  the  setting  lun^hti  scattered  and 
couatlen  multitude  weffti^i^pjI^J^fiSfgit^EMMie 
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people,  mnd  by  tlie  popuUr  will— Ihtt  will  to  be  uncon- 
trolled in  itself,  Knd  controlling  erenr  thing.  Such  in 
Bchleveroentf  the  moit  enlightened  mendt  of  rreedom 
and  bunun  rights,  in  all  countriei  and  in  all  agei,  had 
deemed  to  be  moraDy  and  physically  imposaible.  Be- 
aides,  here  were  thirteen  Statex,  and  all  the  other  States 
to  be  Formed  out  of  that  vast  territory,  without  being  de- 
stroyed as  States,  to  be  so  combined  >s  to  form,  in  the 
general  aspect,  but  one  simple  Government)  with  all  the 
unity  and  energy  of  one  simple  Government)  powerful 
alike  to  assert  and  maintain  all  their  rigbti  as  a  nation, 
against  all  other  nations;  and  the  rights  of  every  individ* 
ual,  all  over  this  boundless  domain,  against  every  sggres- 
ior)  that  if,  a  Government  equally  fitted  and  efficient 
for  all  the  purposes  of  peace  and  war.  Such  an  achieve- 
ment, often  before,  and  under  much  more  favorable 
circumstances,  because  upon  a  much  more  limited  scale, 
bad  been  attempted,  but  never  before  accompliBhed;  as 
is  but  too  welt  attested  by  the  histories  and  the  destinies 
of  all  the  confederacies  that  before  bad  erer  eziated  on 
the  earth. 

Those  confederacies  had  all  proved  signal  failures  as 
effective  Governments,  both  in  war  and  peacet  and  en- 
tirely far  the  want  of  that  form  of  structure  and  princi* 
pie  of  combination  that  would  reconcile  absolute  sover- 
eignly in  the  nation  with  sovereignly  in  the  States,  as 
parts  of  one  nation — as  consistent  and  harmonious  parts 
of  one  supreme  sovereignty.  This  principle,  unexplored 
•nd  unknown  before,  was  developed  and  displayed, 
most  happily  so,  in  the  structure  of  our  confederate  and 
national  republic. 

Thia  work  now  proposed  to  be  published  will  unfold 
to  us  all  the  steps  of  that  diversified  analvEis  and  dis- 
covery which  lead  to  this  happy  and  splendid  result. 

Those  who  think  (if  any  think)  that  the  result  itself-— 
namely*  the  constitution— of  itself  and  by  itself,  will  be 
enough  for  the  instruction  of  mankind  on  this  subject, 
are  much  mistaken.  For  (here  is  a  vast  difference  be- 
tween the  knowledge  which  is  acquired  analytically,  and 
that  which  is  acquired  synthetically t  the  latter  ii  but 
isolated  knowledge)  the  former  is  knowledge  that  is  the 
consequence  of  other  knowledge.  Synthesis  gives  to  us 
a  general  truth,  but  acquired  in  a  mode  that  is  barren  of 
other  fruiti  analysis  not  only  gives  to  us  the  same  gen- 
eral truth,  but  pots  us  on  the  track  of  invention  and  dis- 
covery, and  is  always  fertile  of  other  and  onen  of  bet- 
ter fruit)  aynlbesis  carries  us  to  a  fountain  head,  but 
never  beyond)  but  anal^iia  carries  os  beyond,  and  to  the 
fbuntain  of  that  fountam)  it  places  ua  upon  an  eminence 
that  overtops  and  overlooks  the  general  truth  in  the 
wide  survey  it  commands  and  gives  to  ub(  and  as  to  that 
general  truth,  it  enables  us  not  only  to  comprehend  it 
more  perfectly,  but  to  apply  it  more  auccessfully.  This 
is  at  once  a  branch  and  the  great  instrument  of  that 
primal  philosophy  of  which  Bacon  speaks,  and  whose 
cultivation  be  so  highly  recommends — the  philosophy  of 
philosophy  I  the  common  mother  of  all  the  sciences,  and 
by  which  alone  their  boundariea  can  be  extended.  He 
compares  it  to  the  Iterecynthia,  whom  the  poeta  of  old 
hbled  to  be  the  mother  of  all  the  gods: 

"  Omasa  caltcotas,  omnes  supera  alta 
Tsnantei.*' 

Of  taeh  is  the  nature,  and  such  will  be  the  fruita  to  man- 
kind, of  the  work  now  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
world. 

Further  to  awaken  our  sensibility  on  thia  subject,  I 
need  not  remind  the  Senate  how  much  we  owe  to  a 
name  that  is  to  render  the  name  of  this  country  respect- 
able in  every  other  on  this  globe)  the  ehrum  et  ventra- 
bilefumen.  Nations  have  lived  upon  the  earth  who 
have  become  extinct,  and  been  lost  to  the  memory  of 
mankind)  but  never  when  the  darum  et  veaerobi/enomen 
M  inaatrated  their  annals.   The  elarum  el  teaerabHe 


namm  is  the  true  elixir  of  national  immorality.  Whit 
haa  this  country,  what  can  she  ever  have,  that  would  be 
an  equivalent  to  her  in  exchange  for  the  nameofbcr 
Washington  f  that  star  of  stars  in  the  diadema  that  sparkle 
on  the  brow  of  national  Not  the  diadem  that  spsrkln 
on  the  brow  of  Greece,  not  (he  diadem  that  spirhlei 
on  (he  brow  of  Rome,  has  one  of  equal  brilliancy.  No) 
it  stands  peerleu  on  the  earth,  and  alone  in  gloiT. 
Though  it  can  never  be  a  contest  whoae  name  is  torn 
the  most  honor  to -our  country,  snd,  Bwretbanallothen^ 
to  carry  her  name,  aasociated  with  hi*,  and  embhsoiri 
by  his,  down  through  all  the  endless  generaturai  of 
kind  to  follow,  for  all  the  endlesa  ages  of  time  to  eomr, 
yet  among  the  names  to  cluster  around  his,  and  to  form 
the  constellation  (may  it  multiply  to  a  galaxy)  of  Ameri. 
can  worthies  not  one  will  ever  shine  with  a  purer,  with 
a  brighter,  or  more  inextingirishable  lustre  than  thit  of 
Madison. 

If,  then,  this  appropriation  was  merely  to  eipren  a 
nation's  gratitude  to  a  nation's  benebetor,  it  wwMbe 
the  least  it  would  become  her  lo  raske.  Bul^'  beudcs 
that,  we  are  to  consider  that  it  is  to  purchase  f«  this 
country,  and  for  mankind,  a  treasure  of  iRitraetioa, 
whose  value  no  money  can  measure,  no  figures  csn  ri* 
press. 

Ur,  CALHOUN  said  that  he  had  listened  with  pin*- 
ure  and  delight  to  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Rliode 
Island,  [Mr.  Robbisi,]  and  he  coincided  in  opinion  vitb 
him,  that  we  were  indebted  to  Mr.  Madison,  at  ksM  w 
much  aa  to  any  other  man,  for  the  form  of  govemmenl 
under  which  we  live.  Indeed,  he  might  be  sstdlobste 
done  more  for  our  institutions  than  any  man  nov  fiviaf, 
or  that  had  gone  before  him. 

A  great  and  efficient  aid  he  waa,  undoubtedly,  in  brO' 
ing  the  Government.  But  there  was  another  great  set, 
which  would  immortalize  him  in  the  eye  of  poneriif— 
the  profound  and  glorious  views  which  he  took  of  our 
Government  in  bis  celebrated  Virginia  report.  Is  ^ 
opinion,  that  was  by  far  the  ablest  document  Ihst  iMfd 
from  the  pen  of  Ur.  Msd'son — one  from  whidi  Mr. 
had  derived  more  information,  and  a  prorounder  ini^t 
into  our  Government,  than  all  the  other  document!  he 
had  perused. 

Now,  if  he  understood  the  object  in  viewi  i(  wMi" 
direct  opposition  to  the  great  snd  fundameiKsl  principlts 
of  Mr.  Madison  himself,  an  atiberence  to  vtnch,  he 
(Ur.  C.)  solemnly  believed,  would  give  dutabifity  la 
the  Government  under  which  we  were  new  livh>g> 

He  wiahed  at  some  other  time  (as  he  wu  not  prept- 
red  at  this  time)  to  be  heard  on  the  subject,  vben  be 
-would  endeavor  to  satisfy  the  Senate  thai,  in  giving mt 
assent  to  the  appropriation  asked  for,  wesbauidnotl'O''' 
or  the  name  of  Madison.  Ur.  C.  would  postpone  vtisl 
he  had  to  aay  until  the  third  reading  of  the  rescphilioni 
and,  in  the  mean  time.  Senators  would  have  an  oppW*** 
nity  of  coming  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  ^>^^^'. 

The  resolution  vna  then  ordered  to  be  cngrtMH  vn 
a  third  reading. 

CHOCTAW  BESEKVATIONS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  'I"  jjjj 
lo  adjust  certain  cla'in-.a  lo  reservationa  of  land  undirlM 
14th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1830,  with  the  Cbocfaw  In- 
dians. 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
three  of  its  cectionf,  and  substituting  otben  in 
place.  . 

Mr.  B.  explained  the  circumstances  of  the  c*ie,  *I> « 
were  in  substance  these.    The  Choctaw  lands 
tsined  by  the  United  States  in  virtue  of  a  treaty  lieW  »» 
Dancing  Babbit  creek.    It  waa  not  without  great  d«ifu^ 
ly  that  that  treaty  was  effected)  the 
the  greater  pait  of  the  nation  beipg  ifctgwsy  11>F"" 
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to  ceding'  their  limU  »nd  removing  weit  of  the  Hissin'rp- 
pi.  They  tctually  refuted  to  treat,  tnd  left  the  ffround, 
and  the  treaty  wu  at  last  made  with  ■  comparatively 
•malt  number  of  cbieft;  ,nor  oould  it  bare  been  effected 
■t  all»  but  for  the  inaytion  of  an  article  whicb  provided 
that  Mich  ChoctRwi  u  vert  deriiwu  to  remain,  and 
■bouk)  notify  that  deaire  within  a  given  time  to  the  Unt* 
ted  Sialea  agent,  abould  have  hnda  reserved  for  them,  in 
the  fdlowing  proportioni  every  bead  of  a  family,  one 
•ectiont  for  every  child  over  ten  years  of  age,  half  a  aec- 
tioni  and  for  every  child  under  ten  year*,  a  qaartrr  of  a 
Motion.  The  agent  was  a  man  of  intemperate  and  care- 
leti  habitat  and  when  tbe  Choctaws  applied  to  him,  giv- 
ing notice  of  tbeir  intention  to  reroun  on  their  lands,  he 
in  lome  caaei  Tcfosed  to  reoeive  the  application,  and 
in  other  cases  to  record  it.  Proclamation  having  been 
made  for  the  sale  of  the  land*,  a  number  of  these  Indians, 
who  supposed  that  they  were  aafe  in  the  possession  of 
tbeir  lands,  bad  the  land  sold  from  under  them.  Appli- 
cation was  immedialely  made  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  who,  on  being  aware  of  tbe  hardship  of 
tbe  case,  issued  an  order  reserving  from  sale  enough 
land  to  make  up  to  these  Indians  the  lots  they  bad  sus- 
tinned,  and  appointed  an  agent  to  locate  these  floating 
titles,  subject  to  the  subsequent  decision  of  Congress. 
These  locations  were  fiimiliarly  known  by  the  title  of 
continent  locations,  and  were  laid  down  on  the  very  best 
lands  in  the  State  of  Hiisisiippi.  As  soon  as  it  came 
to  be  known  that  this  provision  waa  made  for  the  satisfy- 
ing of  the  claims  of  Choctaw  Indians  whose  Isnds  had 
been  improperly  told,  those  cUtms  became  an  object  of 
e^er  speculation.  Large  speculating  companies  and  sub- 
eompanies  were  formed,  to  uke  advantat^e  of  this  state  of 
Ibtngi.  Agents  were  sent  by  them  across  the  Mississippi, 
to  that  portion  of  the  nation  which  had  removed  under 
the  treaty,  and  a  large  number  of  claims  were  collected 
from  among  them.  All  these  claims  were  located  on  ibe 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  or  on  rich  bottoms  and  islands 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  bayoui^  and  embraced  some 
thoasands  of  tecttona  of  the  finett.  land  in  Mississippi.  A 
bill  bad  been  introduced  at  ttte'last  session,  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  the  effect  of  which 
wwild  be  to  confirm  all  these  locations,  and  thus  to 
sanction  one  of  the  most  stupendous  frauds  which  had 
been  attempted  since  the  days  of  the  famous  Yszoo 
scheme.  The  object  of  Mr.  Block's  amendment  waa  so 
to  alter  tbe  bill  of  the  last  year  (which  haa  not  become  a 
law)  as  (o  prevent  the  confirmation  of  these  claims,  and 
to  provide  for  their  examination,  by  a  board  of  eommis- 
taonera,  before  whom  the  Cboolaws  were  to  prove  their 
claims  in  person,  and  which  declared  alt  previous  sales 
of  their  floating  rights  null  and  void. 

Mr.  B.  said  be  was  willing  to  modify  his  amendment, 
if  it  wu  thought  best,  so  as  to  allow  to  the  Indians  who 
stMKild  make  good  their  rights  before  the  commissioners 
the  amount  in  money  for  which  their  lands  were  sold. 

Mr.  EWINO,  of  Ohio,  advocated  the  amendment, 
though  be  conndered  it  ss  not  tafiiciently  guarded. 

Mr.  BAYARD  repfied  at  length,  vindicating  the  bill 
as  reported  lut  year  bv  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  (to  which  he  ^longa.)  He  comended  that  the 
bill  did  no  more  thanfulfil  tbe  treaty  siipuLlion'to  which 
the  faith  of  the  United  States  had  been  pte<Iged.  The 
Indians  who  wished  to  remain  were  entitled  to  the  amount 
of  land  which  that  treaty  gave  them.  By  the  gross  and 
oppretsive  misconduct  of  our  own  agent,  they  had  been  de- 
prived of  these  riglita,  and  turned  out  of  house  and  home, 
when  reposing  on  the  good  faith  of  this  Govemmenl.  It 
was  indispensable  that  somebody  should  have  taken  up 
their  eatwe,  and  made  an  effort  to  get  them  justice)  and 
it  waa  rather  too  much  to  expect  that  persons  who  had 
(Cone  to  great  trouble  and  expense  for  that  purpose 
ahould  be  to  very  disntcrestcd  a*  not  to  require  some 


share  in  the  land  which,  but  for  ihem,  would  have  been 
lost  entirely.  He  denied,  however,  that  the  bill  of  the 
last  session  went  unconditionally  to  confirm  the  contin- 
gent locations.  It  appointed  a  board  of  commissioners, 
before  whom  the  rights  of  tbe  Indians  must  be  substan- 
tiated by  competent  proof,  such  as  would  be  received  at 
common  law,  before  a  court  of  justice.  He  disclaimed 
all  desire  to  encourage  speculation,  or  foster  speculators 
on  Indian  righlsi  and  he  therefore  introduced  several 
amendments  into  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  obviate  the 
evils  which  Mr.  Black  had  slated;  one  of  which  provi- 
ded  that  the  land  to  be  given  to  the  Indian  in  exchange 
for  that  of  which  he  had  been  deprived  should  not  great- 
ly exceed  it  in  value.  Another  of  them  declared  all 
compsets  made  by  the  Indiana  for  tbe  disposal  of  these 
Claims  to  be  null  and  void,  and  reserved  a  decision  upon 
them  until  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  WALKBK,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the 
Legislature  of  Hississippi,  strenuously  opposed  thrill 
as  reported  by  the  committee.  He  also  opposed  tbe 
amendments  proposed  by  Mr.  Bitabd,  greatly  prefer- 
ring  (hat  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Buck,]  on  which  he  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  af^er  a  course  of  general  observa- 
tions nn  the  practical  difficulty  and  even  impossibility 
of  making  any  arrangement  in  favor  of  these  Indians 
which  would  not  immediately  be  seized  upon  by  the  su- 
perior sagacity  of  the  whites,  and  converted  to  their  own 
advantage,  Bujrgested  that  the  best  plan  of  getting  rid  of 
the  whole  difficulty  would  be  to  allow  the  Choctaws, 
who  had  been  unjustly  deprived  of  their  lands,  to  enter 
the  same  quantity  in  any  lands  of  the  United  States  sub- 
ject to  private  entryt  not  that  he  had  tbe  least  idea  that 
they  would  hold  these  lands,  for  he  had  no  doubt  tbit, 
before  a  year  was  passed,  they  wonid  all  be  converted 
into  money,  which  money  would  all  be  expended  in  a 
drunken  frolic.  But  this  would  satisfy  the  claims  of  jus- 
tice on  the  Government,  an^  those  Choctaws  wotjld  then 
be  left  to  follow  the  destiny  of  the  residue  of  their  tribe, 
wliohad  gone  west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  WHITE  thought  the  most  prudent  coarse  would 
be  to  appoint  a  board  of  commissioners  to  make  dill- 
gent  inquiry  into  the  facts  of  the  casei  the  number  of 
heads  of  families;  the  number  of  their  children  over  and 
under  ten  years  of  age;  the  notification  of  their  intention 
to  remain;  the  lands  they  had  occupied,  and  the  prices 
at  which  those  lands  had  soldj  and  to  make  a  full  ard  ac- 
curate return  to  Congress;  and  let  Congress  decide  on 
tiie  whole  case,  as  thus  presented. 

[The  above  presents  a  concise  view  of  the  lubstance 
of  a  debate  of  a  protracted  and  desultory  ehaneter, 
which  occupied  the  Senate  till  a  late  hour.] 

The  bill  was  then  laid  over  till  Monday. 

THE  UNITE!)  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Poreign 
Relations,  presented  the  following  reporli 

The  Committee  on  Poreign  Relations,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  6lh  instant,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, on  the  subject  of  the  present  Hate  of  our  rela- 
tions with  Mexico,  report : 

1'hat  they  have  given  to  this  subject  that  serious  and 
deliberate  consideration  which  its  importance  demands, 
and  which  any  circumstances  calculated  to  interrupt  our 
friendly  relations  with  tbe  Mexican  republic  would  ne- 
cessarily inanre.  From  the  documents  submitted  to  Ibe 
committee,  it  appears  that,  ever  since  the  revolution  of 
I8S3,  which  separated  Mexico  from  Spain,  and  even  for 
some  yesrs  before,  the  United  States  have  bad-repeated 
causes  of  just  complaint  against  the  Mexican  authorities. 
From  time  to  time,  as  these  insults  and  injuries  have  oc- 
curred, demands  for  satisfaclioa  ud  redr^  have  been 
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mkde  by  our  siiccessive  public  minUtert  at  the  city  of 
Mexicn;  but  almost  all  (lieae  demands  have  hitherto 
prored  unavailing. 

It  mifcht  have  been  expected  that,  after  the  date  of  the 
treaty  of  amity,  commerce*  and  navigation,  concluded 
between  the  two  republics  on  ihe  fifth  day  oF  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  theae  causes  of 
complaint  would  have  ccBBcd  to  exist.  That  treaiy  so 
clearly  dtfinet  the  rights  and  Ihe  duties  of  the  respective 
parlies,  that  it  seems  almost  impossible  to  roiiunderstand 
or  to  mistake  them.  The  committee,  notwithstanding, 
regret  to  be  compelled  to  state  that  all  the  cauaes  of 
cMBplaint  against  Mexico,  which  have  been  tpeoially  no- 
ticed In  the  correspondence  referred  to  them,  have  oc- 
curred since  the  conclusion  ofthifl  treaty. 

We  forbear  from  entering  into  any  minute  detail  of 
our  grievHnces.  The  enumeration  of  each  individual 
ctie,  with  its  attendant  circumatances,  even  if  Ihe  com- 
mittee were  in  possession  of  sufficient  maierials  to  make 
nieli  a  compilation,  is  rendered  unnecessary,  from  the 
view  which  they  have  taken  of  the  subject.  These  caKS 
are  all  referred  lo  in  the  document  No.  81,  entitled 
**  Claims  on  Mexico,"  in  the  letter  of  instructions  from 
Mr.  Forsylh  to  Mr.  Ellis  of  the  20ih  of  July,  1836,  and 
in  the  subsequent  correspondence  between  Mr.  Ellis  and 
Mr.  Moaasterio,  the  acting  Mexicsn  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs. 

If  the  Government  of  Ihe  United  Statei  were  disposed 
to  exact  lUict  and  prompt  redresa  from  Mexira,  your 
eoDifflittee  might,  with  justice,  recommend  an  immediate 
resort  to  war  or  reprisals.  On  this  subject,  however, 
they  give  their  hearty  assent  lo  the  following  sentiment*, 
contained  in  the  message  of  the  President.  He  says: 
**  The  length  of  time  since  some  of  the  injuries  have  been 
committed,  the  rrpesled  and  unavailing  applications  for 
redress,  the  wsnlon  character  of  some  of  the  outrsgea 
upon  the  property  and  persona  of  our  citizens,  and  upon 
the  offioen  and  flag  of  the  United  States,  independent 
of  recent  insults  to  thla  Government  and  people  t»*  the 
late  extraordinary  Mexican  minister,  would  jusiily,  in 
the  eyea  of  all  nations,  immediate  war.  That  remedy, 
however,  should  not  be  used  by  just  and  generous  na- 
tions, confiding  in  their  strength,  for  injuries  committed, 
if  it  can  be  honorably  avoided)  and  it  has  occurred  to  me 
that,  considering  the  preaent  embarrassed  condition  of 
that  country,  we  should  act  with  both  wisdom  and  mod- 
eration, by  giving  to  Mexico  one  more  opportunity  to 
atone  for  the  past,  before  we  take  redresa  into  our  own 
hands." 

In  affording  this  opportunity  lo  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, the  committee  would  suggest  the  proprieiy  of  pur- 
suing the  form  required  by  the  S4lh  article  of  ihe  treaty 
with  Mexico,  in  all  cases  to  which  it  may  be  applicable. 
This  article  provides  that  **ir  (what,  indeed,  cannot  be 
expected)  any  of  the  arliclea  conlained  in  the  present 
treaty  shall  be  violsted  or  infracted  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, it  is  atipulated  that  neither  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties will  order  or  authorize  any  acts  of  reprisal,  nor  de- 
clare war  against  the  other,  on  complaint  of  injuries  or 
damages,  until  the  said  party  considering  itself  offended 
shall  first  have  presented  lo  Ihe  other  a  statement  of 
such  injuries  or  damages,  verified  by  competent  proofs, 
and  demanded  justice  and  aatisfiiction,  and  the  same  shall 
have  been  either  refused  or  unreaaonably  delayed." 

After  such  a  demand,  should  prompt  justice  be  refused 
by  the  Mexican  Government,  we  msy  appeal  to  all  na- 
tions, not  only  for  the  equity  and  moderation  with  which 
we  shall  have  acted  towards  a  sister  republir,  but  for  the 
necessity  which  will  then  compel  us  to  seek  redress  for 
our  wrongs,  either  by  actual  war  or  by  reprisals.  The 
subject  will  then  be  presented  before  Congress  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next  aesaion,  in  a  clear  and  dia- 
tinet  form,  and  the  committee  cannot  doubt  but  that  aach 


measures  will  be  immediately  adopted  as  msy  be  acces- 
sary to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  country,  and  Inntt 
ample  reparation  to  our  injured  felbw-iMttaens^  IVy 
leave  the  mode  and  manner  of  aoaking  this  dewnd  is 
the  Preiddent  of  the  United  Stale^ 

Before  concluding  their  repoi^  the  committee  deen 
it  necessary  to  submit  a  few  remarks  upon  the  eondoct 
of  Mr.  Gorostizs,  the  late  envoy  extraordinary  and  nia- 
isler  plenipotentiary  of  the  Mexican  republic  to  tbe  Uai- 
ted  Slates.  In  regard  to  that  fiincUonaiy,  ibeyeonoir 
fully  IB  opinion  with  Mr.  Fmyth,  that  be  waauaderihe 
Influence  of  prr^cUeei  which  distorted  and  disceloRd 
every  object  which  he  saw  whilst  in  this  cowtry.  On 
the  15th  of  October,  1836,  be  terminated  his  missiM  1^ 
demanding  bis  psssporls.  And  for  what  reason?  Be- 
cause the  President  refused  to  recall  the  orders  vbieb 
he  had  issued  to  the  general  commanding  the  forcesof 
the  United  States  in  tbe  vicinity  of  Texas,  directing  him 
to  pass  the  frontier,  should  it  be  found  a  neeeisary  mm- 
ure  of  lelf-defencet  hut  prohibitii^  him  from  puniusg 
this  course  unless  the  Indnns  were  actually  engsgcd  ia 
hostilities  against  the  cilizena  of  the  United  States,  or  ba 
had  undoubted  evidence  that  such  hostilities  were  in- 
tended, and  were  actually  preparing  within  Ihe  MezioaR 
territory. 

A  civil  war  was  then  raging  in  Texas.  Tbe  Teno 
troops  occupied  positions  between  Ihe  forces  uf  Meueo 
and  the  warlike  and  restless  tribes  of  Indians  along  tbe 
frontiers  of  Ihe  United  States.  It  was  manifest  thai  Ma- 
ico  could  not  posaibly  restrain  by  force  tbeae  tribes  vilh' 
in  her  limits  from  hostile  incursions  upon  the  inhabilBai* 
of  the  United  States,  as  she  had  engaged  to  do  Iqr  tke 
3Sd  article  of  Ihe  treaty.  No  matter  bow  strong  n*r 
have  been  her  inclination,  the  ability  was  entirely  vint- 
ing.  Under  such  circumstancea,  what  became  the  duly 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States?  If  he  entei^acd 
reasonable  apprehenMona  that  these  savages  iMdilsied 
an  attack  from  tbe  Mexican  territory  against  Ihe  d<feflO^ 
leas  citizens  along  our  frontier,  was  lie  obliged  to  cnkr 
our  troopa  to  stand  upon  Ihe  line,  and  wait  until  the  I»- 
dians,  who  know  no  rule  of  warfare  but  indwcriaiisale 
carnage  and  plunder,  should  actually  invade  our  territo- 
ry }  To  slate  the  proposition  is  to  aiuver  the  question. 
Under  such  circumstances,  our  forces  hsd  a  r^ht,  boih 
by  the  law  of  nations  and  the  great  and  lUHrerM  law  of 
self-defence,  to  lake  a  position  in  advance  of  mr  frontier, 
in  the  country  inhabited  by  thea»  savages^  for  lha  pD^ 
pose  of  preventing  and  restraining  th^r  incurponi. 

The  Sabine  is  ao  distant  from  Washington  that  it  be- 
came absolutely  necessary  to  intrust  this  diacretioM^ 
power  to  the  commanding  general.  If  the  Presdeot  bso 
not  issued  such  orders  in  advance,  all  the  evils  B'fht 
hsve  been  infiieied  before  the  remedy  could  have  beta 
appliedi  and  in  that  event  he  would  have  j*^''' 
sponsible  for  the  murders  and  devmaiation  wbidi  iaipt 
have  been  committed  by  tbe  Mexican  Indians  on  eitisesi 
of  the  United  Sutes. 

When  these  discretionary  orders  were  issued  to  Geae- 
rsl  Giiiieii,  they  were  immediately  communicated  to 
Goroatiza,  in  the  moat  frank  and  friendly  spirii. 
fullett  explanations  of  the  whole  proceeding  were  Dut 
to  him,  and  he  was  over  and  over  again  assured  that  tIM 
occupation  of  the  Mexican  territory,  should  it  ^^'^ 
necesssry,  would  be  of  a  limited,  temporary,  and  part!; 
defensive  character,  and  ^ould  continue  no  lunger  lhi> 
the  danger  existed  j  that  the  President  solemnly  discw** 
ed  any  intention  of  occupying  the  territory  beyond  I* 
Sabine,  with  the  view  of  lakingpoaaeationof  itasbelM|' 
ing  lo  the  United  Stales;  and  that tbts militsry  """^l^ 
should  produce  no  effect  whatever  upon  the  bsoMVl 
question. 

The  committee  believe  ll»KMi%  Otnwtt^  ^'iz. 
have  been  aaliified  lr|Uk^«bt«^UkiMN^  But 
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biled  to  produce  any  effect  upon  his  mind.  Without 
iHtniclioni  from  hit  Government,  be  retired  from  hii 
miition  upon  hii  own  refpoosibilily.  This  wu  not  aU> 
Befm  he  left  the  United  'States  he  published  s  {wnph- 
let,  containing  a  portion  of  his  correspondence  with  our 
Ooremment  and  with  his  own,  from  which  latter  it  ap- 
pears that,  whilst  enpiged  upon  the  bu^nesa  of  his  special 
nkinton  here,  he  was  making  charges  of  ftad  faith  agtinat 
the  United  Sutes  to  the  Mexican  Seereury  of  Foreign 
Belationa.  The  committee  will  not  enlarge  upon  the 
glaring  impropriety  of  such  conduct.  Tlie  publication 
of  such  a  pamphlet  by  a  foreign  ministeri  in  the  country 
to  wbioh  he  has  been  aooredited,  befive  taking  his  de- 
parture,  ean  he  considered  in  no  other  I'^ht  than  as  an 
appeal  to  the  pe<^le  against  the  actrof  their  own  Gov- 
ernment* It  was  a  gross  violation  of  that  diplomatic 
courtesy  which  ought  ever  to  be  observed  between  in- 
dependent nations,  and  deierves  the  leverest  condemna- 
tion. This  act  was  still  more  extraordinary  when  we 
consider  thai  it  almost  immediately  followed  the  note  of 
Mr.  Dickins  to  him,  of  the  20th  October,  183^  assuring 
him  that  the  Preudent  would  instruct  Mr.  Ellis  to  make 
such  explanations  to  the  Mexican  Govefntnent,  of  the 
conduct  of  that  of  the  United  States^  u  be  believed  would 
be  satisfactory. 

The  committee  regret  to  learn,  from  the  note  of  Mr. 
Ellis  to  Mr.  Forsyth  of  the  9tb  of  December  last,  that  the 
Mexican  Government  has  publicly  approved  of  the  con- 
duct of  its  minister  whilst  in  the  United  Slates.  They 
trust  that  a  returning  sense  of  j  ustice  nay  induce  it  to  re- 
eooudw  this  determination.  They  are  willing  to  believe 
that  it  never  could  have  been  nude,  had  that  Gorrm- 
ncnt  previously  received  the  promised  explanation  of 
the  President,  contained  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Forsyth  to 
Mr.  EUis  of  the  10th  December,  1836,  which,  anfortu- 
naiely,  did  not  reach  Mexico  until  after  the  latter  had 
Uken  hia  departure.  This  letter,  with  the  President's 
metaage  at  tbe  commeneeoient  of  the  present  session  of 
Congress,  cannot  fail  to  convince  tbe  Mexican  Govern- 
ment bow  much  they  have  been  misled  by  the  represent- 
ations of  their  minister. 

Afier  a  full  eonuderation  of  all  the  circumstanees,  the 
committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution: 

ffesoivedf  That  the  Senate  concur  in  opinion  with  the 
Preaident  of  tbe  United  States,  that  another  demand 
cwght  to  be  made  for  the  redress  of  our  grievances  from 
tbe  Mexican  Government,  the  mode  and  manner  of 
wbicti,  under  tbe  34th  article  of  tbe  treaty,  so  far  as  it 
may  t»e  applicable,  are  properly  confided  to  his  discre- 
tion. They  cannot  doubt,  Irom  the  justice  of  our  claims, 
that  tbia  denuind  will  result  in  speedy  redress;  but  should 
tbey  be  disappointed  in  this  reasonable  expectation,  a 
atate  of  thii^  tifill  then  have  occurred  which  will  make 
it  the  imperative  duly  of  Congress  promptly  to  consider 
what  further  measures  may  be  required  by  the  honor  of 
tbe  nation  and  tbe  rights  of  our  injured  fellow-oiUxens. 

Ordered^  That  3,000  extra  copies  of  the  above  report 
be  printed. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HoKoar,  FaanOAXX  SO. 
COPT-RIGHT  LAWS. 
Anong  the  memorials  presented  to  day  was  one  by 
Mr.  CLAY,  from  a  very  large  number  of  pcraons,  who 
Mated  themselves  to  be  American  authors  snd  friends  Of 
literature,  calling  the  attention  of  Cungreas  to  the  sub- 
jeot  of  copy-right  laws,  and  expressing  an  anxious  wish 
that  those  laws  might  be  so  modiBed  as  to  extend  their 
benefita  to  foreign  authors.  Mr.  C.  further  remarked 
that  tbe  evidences  in  favor  of  the  measure  of  grant- 
ing copy-rights  to  foreign  authors  were  so  strong  as  not 


to  leave  a  doubt  on  any  mind  of  its  favorable  reception 
by  the  country.  Under  these  circumstances,  be  said  he 
aitould  call  up  the  bill  granting  such  rights  as  soon 
u  convenient.  The  memorial  was  laid  on  tbe  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PAPERS  OF  MR.  MADISON. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  (on  ita 
third  reading)  of  tbe  following  joint  rrsolutloni 

"Saohed,  Ue^  That  the  Joint  C;ommittee  on  the  Library 
be,  and  tbey  are  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to 
contract  for  and  purt^se,  at  Uie  sum  of  thirty  thousand 
dollara^  the  manuseripts  of  tbe  Ute  Mr.  Madiaon,  refi»r- 
red  to  in  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Madison  to  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  dated  the  fifteenth  of  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  communicated  in 
bii  message  of  the  sixth  of  December,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  conceding  to  Mrs.  Madision  tbe  right  to 
use  copies  of  the  said  manuscript  in  foreign  countries  as 
she  may  think  fit." 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  this  resolution  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Library  proposed  to  appropriate  930,000  to 
accomplish  the  object  proposed.  The  facts,  be  said, 
were  these:  Mr.  Madison,  under  the  impression  that 
these  papers  would  be  favorably  received  by  the  public 
and  by  publishers,  had  levied  several  legacies  upon  them, 
one  of  some  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  Colonization  9o- 
.  ciety,  and  some  smaller  ones  to  other  public  charities, 
in  addition  to  some  private  bequests.  But,  so  far  from 
hia  anticipations  having  been  realited,  it  seemed  that 
Mrs.  Madiaon  was  unprepared  to  run  the  risk  of  publish-, 
ing  tbem  at  al^  and  on  this  aceount  had  applied  to  the 
President  In  relation  to  them.  He  had  recommended  to 
Congress  to  purchase  ihemt  and  the  Committee  on  the 
Library  had  consequently  made  this  report. 

Everyone  (Mr.  C.  said)  was  ready  to  render  to  the 
memory  of  Mr.  Madison  all  possible  respect.  But  the 
questions  involved  in  this  case  were  of  %  conttitutional 
character,  and  it  waa  therefore  imposMble  for  Mr.  C.  to 
vote  for  the  proposition.  The  question  was,  have  Con* 
gress  the  right  to  make  this  appropriation  ?  The  consti- 
tution gives  Congreaa  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
to  pny  the  debts  of  (he  Guvernment,  and  to  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare.  It  was  under 
this  provision  of  the  constitution  that  Mr.  C.  understood 
this  appropriation  was  to  be  made. 

in  reference  to  this  clause  of  the  coratitution  there  bad 
long  been  a  diversity  of  opinion.  From  the  very  com< 
mencement  of  the  Government,  the  two  great  partiea  in 
the  country  were  divided  upon  it.  One  of  these  partie* 
conceived  that,  by  these  words  in  the  constitution,  Con- 
gresahad  the  right.  In  promuting  the  general  welfare,  to 
appropriate  money  to  any  snd  evrry  object  which  they 
believed  would  be  conducive  to  the  promotion  of  the 
general  welfare.  Tbe  other  party,  at  the  head  of  which 
was  Mr.  Madison  himaelf,  believed  this  power  waa  limit- 
ed by  the  constitution,  and  that  Congress  have  no  right 
to  make  an  appropriation,  unleu  authorized  to  do  so  by 
a  specific  provision  of  the  constitution.  These  two 
schools  had  existed  from  an  early  stage  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Madison,  in  bis  celebra- 
ted report  of  1799,  had  given  his  views  on  the  subject, 
in  (he  most  clesr  and  conclusive  Isngusge,  which  requi* 
red  not  one  word  from  Mr.  C.  He  would  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  read  the  passage  on  the  33d,  34th,  35ib,  36tb, 
and  27th  pages  of  (he  report.. 

[The  Secretary  then  read' the  passage  Indicated  by 
Mr.  Caiaoon.] 

Here,  Mr.  C.  aaid,  Mr.  Msdiion,  by  a  very  able  ar- 
gument, had  proved,  beyond  all  controversy,  (hat  Con. 
greia  has  the  power  only  to  make  specific  grants,  and 
that  no  more  than  specific  powers  are  vested  in  them  by 
that  clause  of  the  constitution.   The  oppfM^te  doctrine 
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inrolred  unlimited  power  in  the  poaseHion  of  CongrcM. 
Mr.  C.  would  not  repeat  the  argument.  If*  Miuisoa 
had  also  predicted  what  Mr.  C.  feared  he  should  aee 
fulfilled,  lliat  the  oppoitite  argument  would  lead  to  con* 
aolidation,  or  was  consolidation  itselft  and  that  the  con- 
sequent effect  would  be  a  monarchy,  What  was  pre- 
diction in  1799,  WIS  already,  Hr.  C.  said,  in  part  real- 
ised. We  had  not  yet  arrived  at  the  stage  of  monarehy, 
but  the  ei^cutive  department  waa  in  a  fair  way  of  ab- 
lorbing  the  whole  powers  of  the  system. 

Mr.  C.  held  it  to  be  due  to  the  menwjr  of  Mr.  Hadt- 
100,  and  to  the  powerful  argument  just  read  in  his  re- 
port, that  questions  of  this  kind  should  be  considered 
with  all  posiible  caution.  He  bad  given  bis  views  of 
this  portion  of  the  constitution  in  the  prime  of  his  life 
and  vigor  of  his  manhoodt  and  such  views  elevated  Mr. 
Jefferson  |o  the  chief  magistracy  in  the  political  revolu- 
tion of  180U»  and  afterward  elevated  Mr.  Madison  him- 
self. The  bme  of  this  llluatrioua  man,  and  the  debt 
which  we  owed  him  for  all  he  did  fur  our  inititutiuni, 
demanded  that  we  should  do  nothing  on  the  present 
occasion  to  show  a  want  of  respect  for  him  or  his  senti- 
ments. 

The  question  now  before  the  Senate,  Mr.  C.  said, 
was  whether  Congress  had  the  power  to  purchase  the 
copy-right  (o  Mr.  Madistm's  papers,  which,  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  political  feelings,  were  regarded  of  little  or 
no  value  in  the  money  market.  Hr.  C.  regarded  it  at 
truly  deplorable,  that  these  invaluable  papers,  which 
threw  a  light  upon  the  constitution  which  had  never 
been  shed  upon  it  before,  should  be  deemed  of  no  value 
by  the  public,  absorbed  with  party  politics  and  the  low 
love  of  gain,  so  that  such  a  work  could  not  be  publish- 
ed. But  where,  Hr.  C.  asked,  was  the  special  power 
in  the  constitution  for  Congress  to  publikb  such  a  work? 
This  was  a  solemn  question,  the  answer  to  which  should 
be  shown  not  by  precedent,  but  by  the  constitution. 
The  practice  of  Congreis,  Mr.  C.  said,  had  been  most 
loose  on  thii  and  all  other  pointa.  But  the  real  ques- 
tion waa,  whether  there  was  such  a  power  in  ihe  consti- 
tution. The  chairman  of  the  committee  had  not  rested 
his  argument  on  lhi§,  but  on  the  broad  general  principle 
thkt  these  papers  would  throw  a  new  and  brilliant  light 
upon  our  inititutions,  and  constitute  a  new  era  in  their 
history,  and  in  the  progress  of  the  human  mindi  thus 

Rromoting  the  general  welfare  by  the  diffusion  of  intel- 
gence,  fur  which  Congress  lisd  no  authority  in  the  con- 
stitution. Mr.  C.  felt  that  his  position  in  opposition  to 
this  resolution  was  a  painful  onet  but  the  opinions  of 
Mr.  Mitdiion,  which  were  the  text  hook  of  Mr.  C,  and 
of  those  with  whom  he  acted,  demanded  thkt  he  should 
not  abandon  it.  lie  had  spoken  as  briefly  as  possible, 
and  wished  chiefly  for  the  opportunity  of  recording  his 
Vote  against  the  proposition. 

Hr.  PBBSTON  said  he  concurred  fully  with  his  col- 
league in  all  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  celebrated 
report  of  Mr.  Madison,  as  an  ai^ument  upon  the  con- 
stitutiont  and  he  considered  his  refutation  of  the  oppo- 
site ducltines,  under  the  constitution,  to  have  been  un> 
answered,  and  were  wholly  unswerable.  But,  acquies- 
cing fullj^n  the  views  both  of  his  colleague  and  ol  Mr. 
Madison,  Mr.  P.  said  he  could  still  conscientiously  vole 
for  this  resolution.  On  the  grounds  to  which  his  col> 
league  had  alluded,  this  resolution  ought  not  to  pass. 
But  Mr,  P.  believed  they  had  no  apptieaiiim  whatever 
to  the  case  in  hand.  In  the  examination  of  these  pspers, 
the  cummiltee  came  tothis  general  result:  that  these 
papers  were  part  snd  parcel  of  the  constitution  and  of 
the  muniments  of  our  Government,  being  not  only  con- 
nected but  in  a  manner  identified  witb  them,  as  much 
to  as  were  the  journab  of  the  convention.  These  jour- 
naU  (he  said)  had  been  published  by  autbocily  of  an  act 
of  Congress  in  1819,  tinder  the  edninlstrttien  of  Mr. 


Monroe,  a  nan  eminently  devoted  to  the  princ^ 
which  hia  colleague  bad  commendedf  a  strict  repuUias 
as  to  his  political  eharactert  and  this  Hr.  P.  bclimd 
was  done  without  the  diaient  of  any  parly  or  any  indirid- 
ual,  and  without  the  sligbest  objection. 

Seeing  that  this  was  a  proceeding  of  a  repubKcsa  Cos- 
gress  and  a  republican  President,  it  wu  a  subject  of 
consideration  with  the  committee,  on  what  priscipk  tb'a 
whole  country  bad  yielded  to  the  propriety  of  I 
publicationi  and  tbey  concluded  that  ti  was  a  ■eccsarjr 
portion,  not  only  ol  our  coiistitutional  hiatory,  but  of  cv 
constitutional  eziatence.  Kow,  (asked  Mr.  P.,)  ire 
these  papera  of  the  same  character^  They  conprittd 
the  speeches  of  those  who  took  an  active  part  ia  Ibe 
formation  of  the  Government,  and  exhibited  their  fien 
of  that  Government,  taken  down  with  the  greiteit  pos- 
sible accuracy,  and  fiilness{  and  the  moat  rcmsrksbis 
apeeches,  after  having  been  written  out  by  Mr.  Hsdlssi, 
were  revised  and  corrected  by  the  liandof  Hamiltontsolhit 
the  whole  was  a  complete  history  of  these  Iraniactisoi. 

It  was  objected  to  these  repurts  that  they  wereMtin 
fact  official.  But  what  right  have  Congress  to  pubU 
the  ofScisI  pruceedinfcs  of  that  body  more  thin  the  unof> 
flciaW  The  publication  of  both  proceeds  on  Ihe  suoe 
ground,  that  they  are  part  and  parcel  of  our  frsise  of 
government,  being  an  exposition  of  the  views  of  tboK 
who  formed  the  constitution,  and,  therebre,  beit  sbiHi- 
ing  its  true  meaning. 

In  the  same  way  (Mr.  P.  said)  Congress  found  it  coi- 
venient  to  publish  Itie  journab  of  the  old  Congresi  no- 
der  the  confederation,  and  no  one  heaitated,  oo  any  Mk. 
And  yet  these  papera  had  no  more  than  a  historical  con- 
nexion with  our  present  form  of  Government,  and  vets 
by  no  means  so  free  from  objections,  founded  oa  the 
principles  of  Hr.  Madiaon'i  report,  as  were  the  p*pM 
of  Hr.  Haduon  now  in  question. 

There  were  still  other  preeedenti  which  night  be  re- 
lied on,  end  among  tliem  wss  the  purcbsae  by  Cwpt^ 
of  the  papers  of  General  Waidiington,  at  |3j,000^  wit^ 
out  any  serious  objection.  And  there  was  aaotber  iiiU 
more  remarkable  example  in  regard  to  oar  revohitiooi- 
ry  history.  Mr.  P.  also  adduced  lome  other  prrccdcau 
of  lets  importance.  He'  said  the  Library  Conniuis 
would,  in  his  view,  have  been  entirely  jortified  i«  per- 
chasing,  on  their  uwn  authority,  the  papas  of  Mr.  Mad- 
ison, to  depokte  in  the  Ubrary,  if  there  had  beta  m  ul- 
terior view  to  tticir  publication. 

Mrs.  Madison  liad  slated  that  the  offers  nwlc  her  lor 
the  papers  in  question  were  not  satisfactory.  It  *■* 
he  supposed  they  were  not  %'ery  great.  But  tbecota- 
mitlee  did  not  feel  tbemselvea  authorised  to  inquin 
what  Mrs.  Msdisun  intended  to  do  with  the  money  vhick 
she  might  derive  from  the  work.  Tlie  propoiwos  (■ 
her  part  waa  to  sell  thus  much  of  bcr  properly  ts  IM 
Cungresa  of  the  United  Statrsi  and  whether  tbeie  •(» 
legacies  on  that  fund  or  not  was  not  for  Congreis  to  lo- 
quire.  They  nrigbt  juit  as  well  ask  whether  the  prni" 
whom  they  employed  would  give  away  bts  money'" 
this  or  .that  object,  or  whetlier  he  would  spend  il* 
gambling,  drunkenness,  or  debaucbeiy.  Vor  IK*' 
things  Congress  were  not  responsible. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  deemed  the  history  of  tlie  Goverowsl 
as  of  very  great  value,  and  he  felt  extremely  de»i»* 
that  the  greatest  possible  light  sbouM  be  thrown  opto 
il;  so  strong  was  this  feeling,  as  to  cause  in  hin 
self-distrust  aa  to  his  estimate  of  the  very  great  vshu^ 
the  work  nuw  in  queation.  But  he  was  by  no  «^ 
disposed  to  construe  the  constitution  merely  bjrW 
words  it  contained,  but  he  thought  it  exceedingly  dfe*" 
hie  to.  know  the  views  and  inteoUons  of  its  f"**^ 
which  must  he  regarded  as  the  only  truespirUw  » 
instrument.  Mr.  P.  made  nrioua  otbtfimMtm^O* 
further  illustrating  BigliMfw^ctaff^^^'®^*^ 
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Mr.  WBB3TER  nld  he  lupposed  that  there  was  no 
member  of  (he  Senate  who  regarded  the  sum  proposed 
to  be  given  for  these  manuscripts  u  too  large,  if  the  ap* 
propriation  was  within  the  Just  field  of  their  constitution- 
ftl  powers.  Now,  what  was  the  object  of  this  appropri- 
Ktion?  The  Senate  sat  under  a  constitution  which  bad 
now  endured  more  than  fifty  years,  and  had  been  formed 
under  very  peculiar  circumstances,  under  a  great  ezi* 
e«ncy,  and  in  a  manner  that  no  constitution  had  ever 
been  formed  in  any  other  country — on  principles  of  nni* 
ted  and  yet  divided  legislation,  altogether  unexampled 
in  the  history  of  free  Slates.  Mr.  W.  agreed  fully  in 
the  sentiment  that  Jhe  constant  rule  of  interpreulNm  to 
be  applied  to  this* instrument  was,  that  its  restrictions 
were  contained  in  itself,  and  that  it  was  to  be  nude,  as 
far  as  possible,  its  own  interpreter.  He  also  agreed  that 
the  practice  under  the  Government,  for  a  long  cnurse 
of  years,  and  the  opinions  of  those  who  both  formed  the 
instrtiment,  and  afterwards  aided  in  carrying  it  into  ef> 
feet  by  laws  passed  under  its  authority,  were  to  be  the 
nest  ground  of  interpretationj  and  it  seemed  to  him  that 
(he  measure  now  proposed  was  of  great  importance, 
both  in  connexion  with  the  constitution  itself,  and  with 
(he  history  of  its  interpretation.  He  should  not  now 
speak  of  the  political  opinions  of  Mr.  Madison.  He 
Tooked  only  to  the  genersl  facts  of  the  case.  It  was 
well  known  that  the  convention  of  great  men  who  form- 
ed our  constitution  sat  with  closed  doors;  that  no  report 
of  their  proceedings  was  published  at  that  time;  and  that 
their  debates  were  listened  to  by  none  but  ihemselvei 
md  the  oflleera  in  attendance.  We  had,  indeed,  the 
official  journal  kept  by  their  order.  It  was  an  important 
document,  but  it  informed  us  only  of  their  ofRcial  acts. 
We  got  from  it  nothing  whatever  of  the  debates  in  that 
Illustrious  body.  Besides  this,  there  were  only  a  few 
published  sketches,  more  or  less  valuable.  Rut  the 
connexion  of  Mr.  Madison  with  the  constitution  and  the 
Government,  and  his  profound  knowledge  of  all  that  re> 
Bated  to  both,  would  necessarily  give  to  any  reports 
which  he  should  have  taken  a  superior  claim  to  accuracy. 
II  was  his  purpose,  when  he  entered  the  body,  to  re- 
port its  whole  proceedings.  He  chose  a  position  which 
best  enabled  him  to  do  so;  nor  had  he  been  absent  a 
single  day  during  the  whole  period  of  its  sittings.  It 
was  further  understood  tliat  h'.s  report  of  the  leading 
speeches  bad  been  submitted  to  the  members  for  correc- 
tion. The  fact  was  well  known  to  Ihem  all  that  he  was 
tboa  collecting  materials  for  a  detailed  report  of  their 
proceedings.  Without,  therefore,  hav^ng^  seen  a  page 
of  tbeae  manuscripts,  it  was  reasonable  to  conclude  that 
they  muit  contain  matter  not  only  hi|;h1y  interesting,  but 
TCry  useful;  and  it  was  his  impression  that,  among  this 
clMi  of  cases,  the  Senate  could  not  better  consult  the 
wiahes  and  interests  of  the  American  people  than  to  let 
them  see  a  document  of  this  character,  from  the  pen  of 
each  a  man  a*  Madison.  That  gentleman  had  been  more 
connected  with  the  constitution  than  almost  any  other 
iotjivldual.  He  had  been  present  in  that  Tittle  assem- 
blage that  met  at  Annapolia  in  '86,  with  whom  the  idea 
of  a  convention  originated.  He  was  afterwards  a  mem- 
ber of  the  convention  of  Virginia,  which  ratified  the  con- 
etitation.  He  had  then  been  a  member  of  the  first  Con- 
gress, and  had  taken  an  important  lead  in  the  great  du- 
ties of  its  tegislaiion,  under  that  constitution,  in  the 
formation  of  which  he  had  acted  so  convpicuoua  a  part. 
He  bad  afterwards  ttlled  the  important  station  of  Secre- 
tary of  Stite,  and  had  subaequenlly  been  for  eight  years 
President  of  the  United  SUtes.  Thus,  bis  whole  life 
had  been  intimately  connected,  first  with  the  formation, 
ftnd  then  with  the  administration  of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  he  saw  no  constitutional  objection  to 
the  purchase  of  these  manuscripts.  Why  did  Congress 
purcbaae  every  year  wotks  on  history,  geogrsphy,  bota- 


ny, metaphysics,  and  morals^  How  was  it  that  they  had 
purchased  a  collection  of  works  of  the  most  miscellane- 
ous character  from  Mr.  JefTeraon'  The  manuscripts  in 
question  stood  In  a  diffbrent  relation.  They  related  im- 
mediately and  intimately  to  the  nation's  own  affairs,  and 
especially  to  the  construction  of  that  great  instrument 
under  which  the  Houses  of  Congress  were  now  sitting. 
If  the  doctrine  advanced  by  the  Senator  from  South  Car. 
otina  was  to  prevail.  Congress  ought  forthwith  to  clear 
its  library  of  every  thing  but  the  State  Papers.  Mr.  W's 
views  on  the  constitution  were  well  known;  whether  an 
inspection  of  these  papers  would  confirm  and  strengthen 
the  views  he  enlertained  respecting  that  instrument,  he 
could  not  sayi  but  certainly,  if  they  were  now  within 
his  resch,  he  should  be  very  eager  to  read  them;  and 
their  eaamination  would  be  one  of  the  very  first  things 
that  he  should  engage  in.  A  report  of  such  debates, 
from  snch  a  pen,  could  not  but  be  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance, and  its  perusal  waa  well  calculated  to  gratify  a 
rational  curiosity.  It  m'ght  throw  much  light  on  the 
early  interpretation  of  the  constitution,  and  on  the  na- 
ture and  structure  of  our  Government.  But,  while  It 
produced  this  eflTeet,  it  could  do  more  than  all  other 
things  to  show  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  through 
what  conciliation,  through  what  a  temper  of  compro- 
mise, through  what  a  just  yielding  of  the  Judgment  of 
one  indlvidualto  that  of  another,  through  what  a  spirit 
of  manly  and  brotherly  love,  that  assembly  of  illustrioua 
men  had  been  enabled  finally  to  agree  upon  the  form  of 
%  constitution  for  their  country,  and  had  succeeded  in 
eonfierring  so  great  a.  good  upon  the  American  people. 

Mr.  NILES  said  he  regretted  that  the  committee  had 
presented  this  subject  for  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  the 
precise  form  they  had,  aa  he  feared  that  he  should  not 
be  able  to  give  the  resolution  his  support,  which  he 
should  have  been  happy  to  have  done  bad  the  resolution 
been  in  a  different  shape.  He  concurred  in  all  that  had 
been  said  as  to  the  merits  of  the  work,  and  the  high 
character  of  its  illustrious  author.  He  would  yield  to  no 
man  in  the  estimatiori  in  »hich  be  held  the  character, 
services,  snd  political  opinions,  of  Mr.  Madison.  But 
the  universally  acknowledged  merit  of  the  work  should 
induce  us  to  be  more  cautious  not  to  set  on  unsound 
pnnciplts,  and  unnecessarily  set  a  bad  example.  He  wai 
sorry  that  the  committee  had  not  gone  further,  and  let 
us  know  what  is  their  ultimate  purpose  in  the  purchase 
of  these  manuscripts.  Are  they  to  be  purchased  for 
publication,  or  to  be  depo«ted  in  the  library  for  the  use  of 
Coi^reis>  If  the  latter  wu  the  object,  he  saw  no  con- 
stitutional difficulty  in  the  way;  but  there  were  other 
serious  objections  to  that  course.  Thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars was  an  enormous  sum  to  pay  for  the  manuscripts,  in 
cave  they  were  to  be  used  only  as  an  addition  to  the 
library  of  Congress;  besides,  if  this  is  the  only  object 
the  purchase  of  the  manuscripts  will  be  the  means  of 
withholding  the  work  from  the  pres^  instead  of  aiding 
in  difftising  the  sentiments  of  the  author  among  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  which  he  Aipposed  was  the 
principal  object.  It  was  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  this 
aspect  of  the  question,  because  he  was  satisfied  that  such 
was  not  the  object  in  view.  There  could  be  no  duubt 
that  the  real  purpose  is  the  publication  of  the  work;  and 
what  ia  to  be  the  nature  tnd  extent  of  the  publication? 
Are  we  to  publish  a  few  hundred  copies  only,  for  the 
use  of  Congress  and  the  public  offices,  or  la  Congress  to 
publish  a  large  edition  for  general  distribution?  There 
might  be  less  objection,  on  the  ground  of  principle,  to 
the  former  course,  but  it  would  certainly  be  a  very  ex- 
pensive way  of  supplying  Congress  with  the  work.  He 
thought  the  proper  course  would  be  for  Congress  to 
purchase  a  certain  nuirber  of  copies  of  the  work  after  it 
should  be  publifebed;  or,  if  it  was  deemed  neceaasry  to 
encourage  the  publication,  and  to  add  to  ^^e  present 
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value  oF  the  copy-right,  he  should  have  no  objection, 
and  feel  no  difficulty  in  the  adoption  of  a  reaolution 
authorizing  the  subscription  to  five  hundred  or  one  thou- 
•and  copies  of  the  work,  at  a  fair  price,  to  be  paid  for 
when  it  might  be  published.  * 

There  can  be  no  conBttlulional  difficully  in  purchasing 
the  manuscript  for  the  library,  nor  in  purchasing  a  cer- 
tain number  of  copies  of  the  published  work,  nor  in  au- 
thorizing a  subacnption  for  a  number  of  copiea  of  the 
work  when  it  may  be  publisbedi  but  to  purchase  the 
manaaeript,  not  for  the  library,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
publication,  ta  a  very  different  thing.  He  doubled  the 
power  of  Congress  to  do  this,  and  he  could  see  no  ne- 
cessity whatever  for  it.  Why  is  it  necessiry  for  Con- 
•  gress  to  interfere^  The  work  will  be  published  without 
our  aid.  This  manuscript  is  vtluabte,  for  we  have  just 
been  informed  that  five  thousand  dollara  have  been  offer- 
ed for  it.  The  aid  of  Congreii,  therefore.  Is  not  necea- 
lary  to  secure  the  publication  of  the  work,  and  to  ena- 
ble the  people  of  the  United  States  to  have  the  benefit 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  illustrious  author.  What  reason, 
then,  can  be  assigned  why  Congress  should  purchase 
the  copy'Hght,  and  become  the  publisher  of  the  work? 
Why  has  this  application  been  made  to  us?  He  appre- 
hended that  there  coijld  be  no  other  reason  than  that  as- 
signed by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cal< 
HouH,]  that  the  aid  of  Congreas  waa  necesaary  to  pay  the 
legaeiea  charged  upon  thia  manuset^pt.  Under  the  form 
orpurchastng  the  manuscript,  we  are  to  pay  the  legacies 
in  the  testament  of  Mr.  Uadison,  charged  upon  a  fund 
which  is  insufficient  to  satisfy  them,  la  not  this  the 
whole  of  the  case?  The  high  merit  of  the  work  is  of  no 
consequence  in  this  view  of  the  question,  because  the 
country  will  have  the  bene6t  of  it  without  our  interfere 
ence.  It  is  not  on  this  ground  that  the  purchase  could 
be  juatified,  and  he  could  see  no  other  object  but  to  se-  : 
cure  the  execution  of  the  win  and  the  payment  of  the 
legacies. 

But,  said  Mr.  Is  there  not  a  great  principle  involv- 
ed in  this  question!  one  much  more  importsint  than  that 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  appropriation?  Is  Congress 
to  become  the  publisher  of  books  for  general  distribu- 
tion, and  with  the  view  to  enlighten  the  people?  Where 
arc  we  to  find  our  authority  for  such  a  proceeding?  We 
are  told  that  these  manuscripts,  containing  the  only  au- 
thentic sccount  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention, 
ought  justly  to  be  considered  ss  a  part  of  the  constitution 
itself;  that  they  belong  to,  and  are  part  of,  the  munimenta 
of  (he  Government.  This  is  a  strong  claim  to  be  set  up 
for  the  private  manuscripts  of  an  individual,  however 
diitinguiahed  or  connected  with  the  institutions  of  the 
country.  But,  admitting  it  to  be  true,  baa  Congreas  the 
power  to  publish  the  constitution  Itaelf  for  general  dis- 
tribution, and  for  the  purpose  of  affbrdii^  political  intel- 
Itgenco  to  the  people?  We  may  publisfa  our  journal  or 
public  records,  for  the  use  of  Congress  or  the  officers 
of  the  Government.  But  can  Congress  take  upon 
itself  to  decide  what  political  information  is  proper 
to  be  distributed  among  the  people,  and  then  become 
the  publisher  and  distributer  of  the  works  containing  the 
tame,  at  the  eipeiue  <rf  the  national  Treaaury'  This 
would  not  only  be  a  very  extraordinary  but  a  very  dan- 
gerous power,  tt  wotild  not  only  be  i  new  aouree  of 
eipendrure,  but  the  assumption  of  a  power  which  might 
be  wielded  with  tremendous  effect,  in  operating  upon 
public  opinion.  If  thia  work  is  to  be  published  at  the 
public  expense  and  by  the  authority  of  Congress,  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  calculated  to  explain  and  illustrate  the 
theory  and  principles  of  theGovernment,  the  same  claim 
may  be  set  up  for  works  of  a  very  different  description. 
Who  is  to  decide  what  ia  the  true  theory  and  exposition 
of  the  constitution?  Tbia  baa  been  a  subject  of  contro> 
vengr  from  the  fomation  of  the  conititution.  The  dif. 


ferent  opinions  which  have  exiated  in  relition  to  Ikii 
matter  have  formed  the  baaia  and  foundation  of  pu- 
ties.  One  work  will  contain  the  true  cstpfaitiin  sf 
the  conalitution,  according  to  the  views  of  one  pirty, 
and  a  very  different  work  according  to  the  opiniooi 
of  another  party.  When  one  party  is  in  the  SKta- 
dency,  they  may  publish  and  distribute  smong  iht 
people  suclr  works  as  may  be  calculated  to  expUiaud 
illustrate  what  they  regard  as  the  true  theory  of  ibe  Got- 
ernmentt  and  another  party,  when  in  power,  nsj  sa- 
ttiorize  the  publication  of  political  works  of  an  t^poats 
character,  to  explain  and  unfold  the  true  theory  of  tbe 
constitution  as  they  understand  it.  This  is  a  poaer 
which  would  unavoidably  lead  to  abuses  oflhe  moitdta- 
gerous  tendency]  as  nothing  could  be  more  miKhieioui 
than  for  Congress,  by  its  direct  action,  and  by  Ibe  ti- 
penditure  of  tbe  public  funds,  to  attempt  to  mfiMOce 
public  sentiment  on  pdiiicat  questions.  The  wwb  sf 
Mr.  Madifon  would  no  doubt  exert  a  highly  bencficiil 
influence  on  public  opinion;  but  if  a  precedent  is  estib- 
lished.  Congress  may  exercise  tbe  power,  by  publi^ioK 
and  distributing  political  works  of  a  very  diflerent  clttr* 
acter.  He  believed  that  Congreas  had  no  authoiily  to 
publish  any  work  for  general  circulation,  or  for  any  oth- 
er purpose  than  the  use  of  (he  Government;  ind  he 
could  conceive  of  no  assumption  of  power  more  dsngtr- 
ors,  or  of  which  (lie  people  ought  to  be  more  jealoui. 
He  regretted  that  the  committee  had  presented  this  wb- 
ject  in  the  manner  thejr  had,  and  waa  aorry  they  Iw 
not  gone  further,  and  informed  the  Seoste  what  «w 
their  ultimate  purpose  id  purchasing  these  manutcripta 
But  as  they  had  net  done  this,  he  felt  it  his  duly  to  loolc 
beyond  the  resolution,  and  to  decide  for  binuelf  *htt 
was  intended  by  the  purchase.  He  believed  thai  ibe 
object  waa  to  publish  the  work  under  the  authority  UM 
at  the  expense  of  tbe  United  Statest  and  believing  ^it 
such  a  proceeding  would  be  wholly  uoautborixed,  sm  a 
very  dangerous  exercise  of  power,  he  fell  consiraiwdlo 
vote  against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  advocated  the  resolution.  Af- 
ter pronouncing  a  merited  eulogy  on  tbe  clisncieir 
of  Mr.  Madison,  lie  observed  that  we  m^bt  «■» 

f;reat  reason  anticipate  Ibe  character  of  tins 
irom  that  of  its  author^  and  aueh  was  (he  eitiawtioD 
in  which  he  individually  held  a  report  conpiied  un- 
der such  circumstances^  by  such  a  mai^  ^v^' 
lieved  its  value  could  scarce  be  ovrrraled.  There 
was  no  gentleman,  he  believed,  who  bad  expreeaed  sny 
hesitation  as  to  the  price  proposed  to  be  given;  bui  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  very  appreheaare 
that,  in  purchasing  this  work.  Congress  would  be 
ercising  an  unconstitutional  power,  and  one  Y^*"^^ 
a  dangerous  tendency  towanl  the  ctmsolidatioB  cf  » 
Government-  Now,  one  great  reason  why  Mr.  v. 
was  desirous  of  obtaining  tbia  and  all  other  productioai 
of  Mr.  Madison  waa  the  conviction  that  we  couM  M* 
where  find  more  light  as  to  the  just  interpretaVMof  ^ 
powera  in  (he  conalitution.  As  to  the  authority  to  •at' 
thia  purchase,  if  there  was  any  value  in  preeedefli^ 
there  were  enough  of  Ibeae  to  place  it  beyond  quciM*- 
The  Senator  dennanded  a  speafio  power.  A 
reply  to  that  question  would  be  to  ask  another.  Uoaf 
what  specific  power  in  the  constitution  had  CoW^ 
erected  this  costly  and  magnificent  palace  for  itsi^ 
lation?  Surely  a  building  less  expensive  would  ba«W 
and  satisfied  ttie  necessities  of  the  case.  Who  would  >J 
that  these  noble  ranges  of  pillars,  and  the  splendid  doBt 
they  sustained,  were  indispenstible  to  the  deliberalii' 
of  tbe  Senate  ?  Nay,  where  was'the specific  power* 
the  erection  of  ihe  Capitol  at  all?  He  would  furtbtf  «■ 
mand  of  tbe  Senator  under  what  specific  power  be 
for  the  purchase  of  booka  for/the  libraw  Tbe  tn" 
wai^  that  all  theieii^^ilfii^e^^plMg^tSiulecl** 
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of  powen  which  regalated  whit  might  be  called  Ibe  do* 
mestic  economy  of  the  Government,  and  whicfi  were 
necessary  to  the  exercise  of  the  prinutry  and  higher 
powers  specifically  enomerated  in  the  constitution.  And 
surely,  if  Congress  could  purchase  any  work  eonstitu* 
ttonally,  was  there  any  which  it  might  more  legitimately 
buy  tbanllie  manuscript  now  in  question  f  Could  any 
work  be  more  desirable  to  an  American  Btatesman?  any 
more  useful  to  an  American  legislator?  Such  a  report 
formed  an  integral  and  most  important  part  of  (he  na- 
tiond  history.  It  was  a  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Gov* 
ernroent  itself.  The  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Nius]  was  willing  topurehueJOO  or  1,000  copies  of 
the  work,  when  printed.  That  would  be  quite  legiti- 
iMtet  but  the  honorable  Senator  was  startled  at  the  idea 
of  purchasing  •  manuscript  for  publication.  On  what 
subtle  ground  of  constitutional  construction  the  gentli- 
mao  came  to  such  a  conclusion  Mr.  C.  was  unable  to 
comprehend.  If  the  manuscript  were  purchased,  would 
it  not  afterwards  be  printed?  If  it  was  printed,  then  all 
difficulty  would  be  out  of  Itte  way;  but  to  purchase  as  ft 
prepantory  step  to  printing  would  be  \  daring  violation 
of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  C.  was  really  unable  to  appreciate^ the  force  of 
tbi«  argument.  Congress  designed  to  purchase  this  work 
for  its  own  use;  and  did  it  constitute  an  objection  that 
thereby  the  community  would  be  enabled  to  get  it  also, 
and  to  possess  it  in  a  more  authentic  form?  -Oongress 
had  a  r^t  to  erect  a  chamber  for  its  own  deliberations. 
Did  the  act  become  unconstitutional  if  the  dimensions  of 
that  clumber  should  be  to  enlarged  as  to  admit  the  ereC' 
tion  of  a  gallery  for  speetaton?  No  more  did  it  become 
unconstitutional  for  Congress  to  purchase  a  work  for 
themselves  because  the  public  could  get  incidentally  the 
advantage  of  it.  Mr.  C.  was  desirous  that  Congress,  by 
such  an  act,  should  commend  this  work  to  the  American 
peoptr,  should  put  its  imprimatur  upon  il,  and  send  it 
forth  with  8)1  the  additional  weight  which  such  an  act 
could  give.  That  which  was  not  strictly  necessary  might 
neverlbeleas  be  highly  useful  and  becoming,  in  the  ez- 
ernie  of  powers  confessedly  constitutional.  Was  it  ne- 
cessary to  place  in  this  hall  that  venerable  countenance 
of  Washingtonf  which  seemed,  as  it  were,  to  preside  in 
silent  dignity  over  their  legislation?  Was  there  any  spe. 
ciilc  power  which  authorized  them  to  adorn  the  Capitol 
with  historic  paintings  and  emblematical  statuary?  He 
believed  that  in  purchasing  this. work  the  Senate  would 
fulfil  a  duty  near  and  dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  American 
people.  If  the  remains  of  Mr.  Madison  were  known  to 
exist  in  the  remotest  corner  of  the  world,  Mr.  C-  would 
vote  for  an  expedition  that  would  cost  far  more  than 
these  manuscript",  to  bring  back  dust  so  sacred  to  this 
country  for  a  grave.  Would  not  Congress  have  power 
to  do  that?  Where  was  the  specific  power  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition  now  fitting  out? — an  expedition  that 
would  cover  the  nation  with  imperishable  renown. 
Should  the  gentleman's  interpretation  prevail,  the  nation 
would  be  shorn  of  the  brightest  beanw  which  now  encir- 
cle its  name;  and  though  Mr.  C.  difTered  from  that  gen- 
tieman  as  to  constitutional  views,  he  could  not  but  be- 
lieve that  he  was  influenced  at  heart  by  all  those  feelings 
which  would  induce  Mr.  C.  to  support  this  measure. 
For  himself,  he  had  never  given  a  vote  with  a  more  entire 
convictioo  of  it*  perfect  propriety. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rejoined,  and  further  innited  upon 
the  ground  he  had  before  taken.  There  was  no  diversi- 
ty of  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  these  manuscripts,  nor 
with  regard  to  the  great  character  of  Mr.  Madison,  nor 
as  to  its  being  a  very  desirable  object  that  this  work 
should  be  published;  but  whether  it  should  be  published 
by  the  agvncy  of  (<ongress  was  a  different  question. 
The  work,  however,  would  be  published  at  all  eventi. 
HfB.  Ibdison  had  been  oifered  #5,000  for  iu  That  <rai 
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sufBcient  to  secure  the  publication.  If  Congress  wished 
any  copies  for  the  library,  they  could  furnish  themselves 
with  as  many  as  might  be  necessary.  Why  must  they 
purchase  the  copy-right?  Would  this  application  ever 
have  come  here  if  Mrs.  Madison  had  been  offered  by  the 
booksillen  enough  money  to  cover  tlie  legacies  in  her 
husband's  will } 

[Hr.  CniTTKirnKK  interposed,  and  said  be  presumed 
it  would.  The  reverence  in  which  that  distinguished 
woman  held  her  husband's  memory  would  naturally  in- 
duce her  to  desire  to  dispose  of  this  manuscript  rather 
to  the  Government  of  Jhis  country  than  to  booksellers. 
As  to  purchasing  the  copy-right,  so  precious  did  he  bold 
the  manuscript  itself,  that,  did  be  possess  it,  he  would  not 
take  the  $30,000  for  it.] 

Mr.  Calrouit  resumed,  and  insisted  that,  let  gentlemen 
twist  and  turn  the  question  as  they  pleased,  it  amounted 
to  neither  more  nor  less  than  thie:  an  pppropriation  by 
Congress  to  p^y  the  legacies  in  Mr.  Madison's  will.  Hr. 
C.  profoundly  regretted  thai  those  legacies  had  ever 
been  cbai^d  upon  the  avails  of  this  manuscript.  Mr. 
Madison  had  died  childless,  and  had  left  his  wife  in  easy 
eircumataneet.  How  much  better  would  it  have  been 
had  he  left  this  work,  free  of  all  cost,  as  a  legacy  to  the 
American  people?  And  he  no  len  regretted  that  Mrs. 
Madison  bad  ever  made  the  present  application  to  Con- 
gress) and  his  regret  was  yet  heightened,  because  a  com- 
pliance with  her  request  involved  a  plain  and  palpable 
violation  of  that  rule  in  the  interpretation  of  the  consti- 
tution which  Mr.  Madison  himself  had  laid  down.  The 
rule  was  full  of  the  profoundest  political  wisdom  and 
foresight,  and  evinced  in  the  mind  of  that  great  man  a 
just  foreboding  as  to  the  fate  of  this  Govefnment.  it 
would  honor  the  memory  of  Madison  far  more  to  regard 
this  rule  than  to  purchase  this  manuscript.  And  if  the 
msnuscript  itself  was  esteemed  so  valuable,  there  was  no 
doubt  that  Ibe  printer,  after  the  edition  was  worked  off, 
would  very  gladly  give  the  original  to  CoogKM.  He 
then  went  on  in  a  course  of  argument  to  show  that  the 
appropriation  involved  a  violation  of  the  principles  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Madison  with  respect  to  limited  powers, 
and  would,  if  carried  out,  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  perform  any  act  whatever  which  it  might 
deem  conducive  to  the  general  welfare.  In  reply  to  the 
inquiry  of  Mr.  Cbittgsdeit  as  to  the  erection  and  dec- 
oration of  the  Capitol,  be  observed  ttiat  the  case  was 
very  plain.  Tbey  were  a  legislative  body,  and  must  have 
a  house  in  which  to  assemble;  and  whether  the  building 
were  small  or  large,  more  or  less  expensive,  did  not  vary 
Ihe  constitutional  question.  As  tu  its  profuse  decoration, 
there  had  been  many  politiciiins  of  the  old  school  who 
doubted  its  expediency,  and  thought  that  much  plainer 
buildings  would  have  been  more  consistent  with  our  re- 
publican aimplicity.  As  to  the  exploring  expedition,  Mr. 
C.  greatly  doubted  the  right  of  Congress  to  sanction  any 
such  measure.  But  thus  we  proceeded,  step  by  step;  one 
departure  was  made  to  sanction  another,  until  at  length 
they  came  down  to  the  great  question  which  had  origi- 
nally separated  the  two  parties  in  this  Government.  Mr, 
C>  admitted  that  when  a  young  man,  and  at  his  entrance 
upon  political  life,  he  had  incf  ned  to  that  interpretation 
uf  the  constitution  which  favored  a  latitude  of  powers, 
hut  experienced  observation  and  reflecUon  had  wrought 
a  great  change  in  his  viewsi  and,  above  all,  the  trans- 
cendent argument  of  Mr.  Madison  himself,  in  his  cele- 
brated rcfioluliona  of  1798,  had  done  more  than  all  other 
things  to  convince  him  of  bis  error.  The  opposite  cpurte 
tended  to  a  Government  of  unlimited  powers,  and  in 
such  a  Government  the  executive  department  must  inev- 
itably swallow  up  all  the  rest.  The  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky [Hr.  Cbittkkiikh]  had  warred  nobly  against  ex- 
ecutive encroaobments,  but  that  wufioe  wouldjhe  all  in 
TWD  unksB  the  money  ptEtnes^  tj^AOm^otfiiU^ouId 
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be  ctoiely  watched.  He  lud  been  struck  with  the  ti' 
gftcity  and  foresight  of  Mr.  Jeflerton,  in  a  remark  of  that 
great  atatesman^  ttiat  legialatire  usurpation  would  always 
precede  executive,  but  that  executive  would  always  suc- 
ceed it.  Yet  there  would  be  a  thousand  cases  which  so 
strongly  appealed  to  the  hearts  and  sympatbica  of  legis- 
lators, that  these  salutary  restraints  and  warnings  were 
dl  in  danger  of  being  awept  awayt  and  he  who  should 
oppose  appeals  of  that  nature  would  come  to  feel  little 
in  h!a  own  eyes,  and  to  accuse  himself  of  a  want  of  the 
Boblest  feelings  of  the  heart.  He  concluded  by  once 
more  asserting  that  the  naked  question  before  the  Senate 
was,  whether  they  would  vote  an  appropriation  to  pay 
the  le^aeirs  in  Hr.  Msdison's  will.  As  he  could  not  ia 
conscience  vote  in  the  afBrmative,  he  dnired  that  the 
question  shnuld  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BIVES  said  he  little  expected,  after  the  numer- 
ous  appropriations  for  objects  very  questionable  in  their 
nature,  and  involving  far  more  dubious  constitutional 
questions,  which  pass  b^re  from  session  to  session  and 
uom  day  to  day  without  objection  or  observstion,  thst 
we  should  have  been  occupied  in  a  grave  constitutional 
discussion  on  such  a  resolution  as  this.  He  moat  tho- 
roughly concurred  with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
in  eve^-  fundamental  principle  he  has  now  laid  down. 
He  subscribed  most  heartily  to  the  doctrine  that  Senator 
has  quoted  from  the  celebrated  report  of  Hr.  Madison 
io  1798.  But  what  is  that  doctrine?  What  was  the  oo- 
•auon  of  its  being  advaneetl,  and  what  is  its  just  applica' 
tion?  The  Senate  will  all  recollect  that  at  an  early  stage 
of  the  history  of  this  Government  an  attempt  was  made 
to  pervert  a  clause  in  the  first  article  of  the  constitution, 
which  empowers  Congress  to  **hy  and  cirfleet  duties^ 
Ite.*  to  pay  the  debta  and  provide  for  the  oommcm  de> 
fence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  Statea."  The 
first  construction  attempted  to  be  put  upon  these  words 
wa^  that  Congress  has  power  to  do  whatever  it  may 
deem  necessary  and  proper  for  the  common  defence  and 
general  welfaret  a  construction  which  goes  at  once  to 
prostrate  all  notion  of  specific  powers,  and  which  ren- 
ders the  subsequent  grant  of  those  powers  in  the  consti- 
tution itself  perfectly  nugatory.  But  this  Interpretation 
was  so  gross,  and  so  entirely  at  war  with  the  whole  spirit 
and  genius  of  our  Government,  that  it  enjoyed  but  a  brief 
reign.  It  was  followed,  however,  by  a  construction 
much  more  plausible,  and  which  was  strenuously  advo- 
cated by  the  justly  celebrated  Alexander  Hamilton.  He 
contended  that  although  Congress  did  not  possess  a  gen- 
eral and  unlimited  power  to  do  any  thing  they  pleased, 
provided  they  thought  it  for  the  general  welfare,  yet 
that  the^  mi|^t  do  any  thing  whatever  wbieh  could  he 
Bceonpliaheu  through  the  appropriation  of  money.  It 
was  in  answer  to  that  doctrine  that  Mr.  Hadiion,  in  the 
able  report  from  which  extracts  have  been  read,  under* 
took  to  show  that  the  money  power  of  Congress  was  it- 
self subject  to  all  the  limitations  of  the  constituliont  that 
tt  was  intrusted  with  Congresa  only  as  a  means  of  carry- 
ing into  .effect  the  specinc  powera  enumerated  in  that 
instrument)  and  this  has  ever  since  been  held  to  be  the 
true,  orthodox,  republican  doctrine.  To  that  doctrine 
1  give  my  full  and  unreserved  sssent. 

But,  while  I  do  this,  I  say  that  it  has  no  application 
beret  and  I  admit  that,  if  this  appropriation  cannot  be 
sustained  by  showing  that  it  has  a  proper  relation  to  the 
delegated  power  of  Congress,  it  cannot  be  justified. 
None  ean  justly  defend  it  on  the  ground  that  Hie  money 
power  is  wider  in  extent  than  the  other  poweis.  No. 
We  must  be  held,  in  every  case,  to  the  epecifie  trusts  of 
the  conriitutioni  but  then  it  is  not  necessary  that  there 
shall  in  every  esse  be  a  verbal  grant  of  the  power.  I 
think  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CaixTSBDiK] 
fairly  answered  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He 
inquired,  if  we  are  to  look  for  a  specifio  power  granted 


in  words  for  each  particular  application  of  Boney,  when 
was  the  authority  for  the  erection  of  these  gorgeoos  uA 
magnificent  columns,  and  for  decorating  ibe  wslis  of  lUi 
chamber  with  that  image  of  the  Father  of  bb  CosdUj.' 
The  ailment  was,  in  my  <^inton,  appropriate  and  csa. 
chiaive.  But  it  wght  be  carried  still  furUier.  llUak 
the  Senator  frMU  South  Carolina,  whilst  he  gaesfar» 
strict  eonstruetioB  of  the  constitution,  is  in  lb«  esse  «» 
strict.  If  his  notion  of  limited  powera  be  correct,  whoa 
is  our  authority,  not  for  constructing  so  magnScesta 
building  as  this,  but  for  erecting  any  building  at  ^ 
even  in  the  plainest  style  of  Doric  simplicity^  Wbereii 
our  grant  of  power  to  erect  a  mansion  for  tbe  Bieetilitflt. 
or  public  buildings  to  contain  tbe  natiosal  arcUre^ 
There  is  evidently  none.  We  must  resort  ia  aU  Ibese 
cases  to  another  clause,  which  declares  that  Coagrcis 
diall  have  power  **  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  ne- 
eeaaary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  fats* 
goinp  powera,  and  all  other  powen  vested  by  Ihiso^ 
slitution  in  the  Government  of  tbe  United  States,  sris 
any  department  or  officer  thereof.'*  Our  po«er  toif. 
propriale  money  for  the  erection  of  this  Capitol,  srsf 
the  President's  house,  does  not  lie  in  the  faa  ibstsMk 
an  appropriation  is  absolutely  necessary,  for  it  is  aot^ 
solutelyneeesBary.  The  President  might  readr,  is  m^ 
of  the  Chief  Ma^stntes  of  the  Suies  do  rende,  in  a  pa> 
vate  otansion,  provided  at  his  own  espenset  sad  Cm 
gress  might  hire  some  apaHroent,  without  expeodiq 
money  in  (he  erection  of  a  house  for  its  own  exduMS 
ooeupancy  t  and,  accordlnft  to  the  doctrine  of  tbe  Ses*! 
from  South  Cardins,  as  there  'la  no  specific  grant  ba^ 
there  can  be  no  constitutional  authority  for  such  saq)>, 
plication  of  the  public  money.  But,  though  sot  isMj 
pensahly  necessary,  it  may,  nevertheless  be  fit  and  prep 
er,  and  may  be  covered  by  the  limited  discretionary  pos- 
er  to  make  btws  to  carry  into  effect  those  pQven  cluh 
are  specifically  enumerated.  A  constntciirasottrictw 
that  pleaded  for  by  the  Senator  from  South  CsroliaiBSi 
the  present  occasion,  would  strip  the  Congrenof  iUisti 
utary  power*,  would  disarm  it,  and  render  it  utierl;  bk- 
less  for  all  practical  purposes.  There  must  be  ajo* 
discretion. 

But  let  me  call  the  attention  of  that  Senator  to  the  r> 
port  of  Mr.  Madison.  I  have  not  looked  over  it  for  iws 
or  three  years,  but  my  mind  was  so  early  and  lo  dtf ply 
imbued  with  its  principles,  I  louked  to  it  with  so  much 
pride'  and  confidence,  as  cunuining  the  politic*!  citn 
of  my  Sute,  that  1  do  not  think  I  can  err  in  asjicf  iWi 
the  test  of  any  appropriation,  as  bid  down  by  tbat^ 
man,  is,  not  that  it  shall  be  absolutely  ind'ispea«ble,  W 
that  it  must  hear  «*  a  direct  and  sppropriate  retatiM'' » 
some  of  the  powera  spedfieally  granted.  By  iW  in^' 
am  willing  to  abidrt  and  1  will  vote  for  tbisspproprittiMi 
not  on  the  broad  principle  that  it  promotes  tbe  ^escnl 
welfare,  but  on  the  ground  that,  on  a  fair  eoiiuao8«« 
and  practical  interpretation  of  the  constitutioD,  it luM 
direct  and  appropriate  relation  to  powen  mecificsD'i 
granted.  Now,  to  apply  Ihia  principle:  I  ssk,  ii  tfco<; 
any  Government  which  has  not  power  to  preient,  w, ' 
if  it  pleases,  lu  publish  the  actssnd  records  of  itin* 
official  history  ?  The  other  Senator  from  Sooth  i 
[Hr.  Pbsstor]  put  this  matter,  as  I  think,  upon  Ibe  tnf| 
ground — on  ground  solid  and  impregnable,  f***, 
bates  of  the  convention  are  in  tbe  nature  of  pob^W 
chives.  They  are  the  records  snd  munimeRlsoF  ^.fl 
tional  history,  and  it  is  only  in  that  view  thstl  wiij 
vor  of  purchasing  themt  and  1  contend  that  tfaairiV 
priation  stands  on  far  narrower  grounds  ibsn  <b<*g 
are  continually  passing  for  the  increase  of  Mrn'scjW 
neous  library,  or  than  that  by  which  weerect(dll>iil5^| 
itol  or  the  mansion  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.  I'^J 
rected  to  the  preservation  of  the  mooumenti of  wrcW 
ation  and  "-^wJ^jf ."^"gnQ^tnjgt^  • 
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tiKBt,  and  to  Iheir  publication  in  order  to  that  preierra- 
tioD.  Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable  Sena* 
tor  to  what  has  been  repeatedly  done^  and  has  never 
been  objected  to.  When  it  was  deemed  proper  to  re- 
publish the  journals  of  the  old  conrederation,  was  that 
measure  opposed  on  constitutional  grounds^  But  wbjr 
were  those  Joumala  poblisbed?  They  were  not  the  aeti 
of  an  existing  Congress,  but  of  a  pre-existing  and  differ- 
ent  body.  But  itill  they  were  most  preciotis  and  impor- 
tant, as  constituting  an  integral  part  of  our  national  his- 
tory and  existence,  llie  same  remarks  will  apply  to  (he 
secret  journals  of  the  convention,  and  to  the  diploitiatic 
corretpondeoce  of  tbe  confederation.  Where  was  our 
specific  constitutional  autiiority  for  that  publication? 
Yet  we  •utborixed  all  these  thingi,  by  the  necesssry  ap- 
propriation of  money  for  the  purpose.  And  I  now  ask, 
on  what  ground  the  publication  of  the  journal  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  convention  can  be  practically  diatin- 
guiriied  from  (he  debates  of  that  same  convention.  Hay 
ve  publish  the  mere  naked  detail  of  the  acts  of  (he  con- 
vention, and  shall  we  be  debarred  from  purehasii^  and 
publMitng  a  full  and  authentic  report  of  its  debate^  ta- 
ken by  a  member  so  distinguished,  who  devoted  himself 
with  soul  and  body  to  the  object,  and  who,  in  order  to 
accomplish  it,  imposed  upon  himself  self-denial,  the  re- 
gimen of  an  anchorite,  while  he  was  engaged  in  the  ta. 
bor? 

The  journal  is  important,  1  admit,  but  the  debates  are 
more  important.  Tbe  journal  is  a  mere  skeleton,  a  rec- 
ord of  yeas  and  nays,  and  of  resolutions  agreed  upon  or 
rejected!  a  maie  without  a  plan.  It  ii  tbia  report  of  de- 
bates which  gives  qs  a  clew  to  tbe  labyrtnth-~whicb 
clothes  tbe  skeleton  with  flesh,  and  life,  and  lubstsnce. 
It  is  this  which  sheds  light  upon  the  acts  themselves,  and 
informs  us  of  the  grounds  and  principles  on  which  they 
were  adopted.  Then  there  is  another  point  in  which 
this  report  has  more  nearly  ihe  character  of  the  ir>u?nsl 
itself.  It  is  well  known  that  the  official  jcurnafof  the 
convention  was  a  verjr  imperfect  record,  and  that  there 
were  in  it  chasms  which  hti  to  be  filled  up  by  a  resort 
to  iMa  very  work,  ^S,^  of  which  are  actually  incorpo- 
rated into  it,  SLtid  have  been  printed  with  it.  Let  me 
prove  this  by  reading  to  the  Senate  a  short  passage  from 
tbe  introduction  to  that  journal,  written  by  Mr.  Adams, 
tbe  Secretary  of  Slate,  under  whose  superintendence  the 
Journal  of  ihe  Convention  was  prepared  for  publication. 

[Here  Mr.  R.  read  several  extracts  from  (hat  work.] 

In  whatever  aspect,  then,  we  regard  these  manuscripts, 
whether  as  general  muniments  of  our  official  and  gov- 
ernmental history,  or  as  a  detailed  account  of  the  delib- 
erations of  that  illustrious  body  which  formed  our  con- 
■titution,  they  are  of  far  higher  importance  than  the  mere 
naked  journal  itself,  as  showing  in  a  most  interesting 
manner  Ihe  successive  phases  which  tbe  constitution  ss- 
sumrd,  and  as  sflTurding  us  important  light  towards  its 
practical  construction  at  the  preaent  time. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Nius] 
•ppearatome  tobave  misconceived  tbe  nature  and  scope 
or  this  resolution.  With  that  astuteness  wbtchbe  well 
knows  how  to  exhibit  when  there  is  occasion  for  it,  he 
has  brought  forward  a  constitutional  objection  on  this 
occasion  which  is  not  quite  in  harmony  wiih  (hat  vigor- 
ous common  sense  which  distinguishes  him  in  so  peculiar 
ftnd  eminent  a  degree.  He  argues  that,  though  it  might 
be  very  conttilutional  to  purchase  this  work,  if  it  were 
printed,  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  constitution  to 
purchase  the  manuscript  with  a  view  to  publication.  But 
my  honorable  friend  n  running  ahead  of  the  reaolution 
in  point  offset.  It  says  nothing  about  publicationt  that 
is  altogether  a  distinct  and  subsequent  question,  in  re- 
g»Td  to  which  there  msy  be  a  diversity  of  opinion.  If 
he  thinks  that  this  purchase  will  be  made  constitutional 
by  depositing  the  mantucript  in  me  of  the  vaults  of  the 


Capitol,  or  by  placing  it  in  some  of  tbe  recesses  of  the 
library,  where  it  shall  be  viewed  only  by  those  who  en- 
joy a  parlicniar  privilege  to  examine  it,  why,  it  can  so 
be  done)  but  the  resolution  itself  does  not  contain  a  sin* 
f;le  word  beyond  tbe  naked  purchase  of  tbe  manuscript. 
I  ba«a  indeed  no  dtnibt  that  a  majority  of  tbe  boar 
would  be  in  favor  of  the  publication.  But  there  w 
nothing  of  that  in  tbe  resolution.  There  may  be  impor- 
tant reasons  why  Congress  diould  wish  to  possess  tbe 
original  veritable  recottl  of  theae  proceedings,  in  the  au- 
tograph of  one  so  intinutely  acquainted  with  them,  and 
so  closely  connected  with  all  that  relates  to  the  constitu* 
tton  Si  was  Mr.  Hsdison. 

It  is  often  important  not  only  that  we  have  tbo  wwdt 
but  the  punctuation  even  of  some  of  those  resolutionsi 
for  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  knows  very  well  that 
grave  constitutional  questions  bave  turned  upon  the 
punctuation  of  some  ol  tbe  articles  of  that  instrument.  A 
change  in  a  word  may  change  tbe  whole  character  of  a 
work,  and  hence  it  is  important  that  the  original  manu- 
script should  be.deposited  in  our  archives.  Tliat  is  the 
object  of  the  resolution.  It  was  drawn  up  with  eare, 
and  with  express  reference  to  this  point.  Tbe  object  i» 
that  we  may  have  these  oianuaeripti  to  appeal  to  as  a 
genuine  and  authentic  record,  and  an  auibority  verified 
by  the  highest  sanctions. 

In  addition  to  the  appropriations  which  I  have  already 
mentioned,  there  was,  a  year  or  two  ago,  an  appropria- 
tion made  without  objection,  so  far  as  1  am  informed,  of 
935,000,  for  tbe  purchase  of  the  Washington  manuscript^ 
papers  irithout  anjr  particular  official  utility,  linee  this 
most  important  of  them  were  already  In  the  handa  of  an 
eminent  literary  gentleman,  and  in  a  course  of  publica- 
tion. If  that  application  nf  ths  pub'nv  SSney  eouid  bt 
justified,  s-iTeJjr  this  cannot  be  objected  to. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  thought  it  fit  to  ex- 
press his  profound  regret  that  Mr.  Madison  had  not 
made  a  different  disposition  of  these  manuscripts)  that  he 
bad  not  bequeathed  them  to  the  nation.  That  is  deli* 
eate  ground,  and  one  on  which  I  shall  not  presume  to 
tread.  It  does  not,  in  my  apprehension,  belong  to  this 
forum.  It  is  one  of  those  questions  which  every  nan 
must  settle  for  himself  m  the  tribunal  of  his  own  bosom. 
The  Senator,  1  am  very  aure,  does  not  and  cannot  doubt 
that  Mr.  Madison  was  actuated  by  motives  alone  of  the 
purest  patriotism  and  benevolence.  He  could  not  doubt 
that  these  debates  would  eventually  be  given  to  tbe  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  There  is  that  in  bis  will  which 
eonlaina  the  proof  that  when  he  was  recording  the  deedi 
and  sayingaof  that  assembly  of  demi-gods  (1  had  almost 
called  them,)  he  looked  to  the  benefit  of  his  country 
and  of  mankind. 

As  to  Ihe  bequesta  chai^d  by  Ur.  Madison  on  the 
proceeds  of  these  manuscriptc,  they  were  of  a  character 
to  consecrate  them  to  the  interests  of  patriotism  and  be- 
nevolence. There  were  among  them  legacies  to  impor- 
tant  literary  institutions:  one  to  the  University  of  Virgin- 
ia, of  which  he  was  the  rector;  another  lo  the  College 
of  New  Jersey,  of  which  he  was  an  alumnusf  and  another 
to  a  college  in  |*ennsylvBntai  as  well  ss  some  for  the  ed- 
ucation of  individuals  nearly  connected  with  him  by  the 
ties  of  blood  and  affection.  These  provisions  of  a  warm 
and  practical  benevolence  are  an  honor  to  bis  heart, 
and  more  indelible  to  his  memory,  in  my  humble  jud^ 
ment,  than  would  bave  been  an  ostentatious  gifi  of  his 
debates  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  as^though 
they  were  objects  of  his  charity.  The  nation,  aa  the 
matter  stands,  are,  in  fact,  his  legstsries.  He  baa  bc* 
queathed  to  them  the  constitution,  of  which  he  was  the 
chief  founder  and  framer,  and  (he  enduring  fruits  of  all 
his  public  toils  and  patriotic  labors.  Hodeat  as  wss  bis 
great  mind,  and  devoted  to  the  last  to  the  good  of  his 
country,  be  could  not  feel  as  if  be  were  undet^^bligatiou 
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to  f  ive  to  hU  countrymen  farttier  proofs  of  his  desire  for 
ibeir  welfare. 

I  regret  thit  there  should  on  this  occssion  htve  been 
any  comment  here  upon  the  private  actions  of  the  dead. 
Surety  the  testamentary  arranfftftnents  of  a  man  are,  if 
any  thing  can  be,  matters  whicn  pertain  ezetosrvelyi  and 
in  a  sacred  manner,  to  his  own  bosom.  The  personal 
bequests  of  such  a  man  as  Mr.  HadiRon  are  not  subjects 
for  the  juriadlclinn  or  revision  of  the  Senate.  The  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  has  also  said  that  this  proposi- 
tion would  never  have  been  here,  had  the  eflTer  made  to 
Mrt.  Madison  by  the  bookseUers  been  sufHcient  to  cover 
the  legacies  charged  upon  these  manuscripts  by  her  huB> 
band.  Sir,  1  have  been  honored  by  some  personal  rela- 
tions with  Mrs.  Madisnnt  and  I  happen  to  know,  that 
while  thai  lady  was  prosecutinfr  her  arrangements  for  the 
publication  of  these  papers,  the  fnif^Kestion  was  made  to 
her,  from  sourcfs  entitled  to  her  hiRhest  respect,  that 
the  most  proper  disposition  that  could  be  made  of  them, 
the  destination  most  becoming  her,  as  well  as  the  char- 
acter  ofber  venerated  husband,  would  be  to  place  them 
under  the  control  of  Congress.  And  could  anything  be 
more  proper^  These  precious  manuscripts,  more  pre- 
cious far  than  the  books  of  the  Sybils,  are  the  authentic 
depository,  and  the  only  one  in  existence,  of  the  deliber- 
ations of  those  glorious  minds  which  gave  birth  to  our 
constitution.  Surely  there  is  an  obvious  acd  peculiar 
propriety  in  offering  them  to  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

And,  then,  as  to  their  utility  to  the  country.  Should 
the  publication  be  made  as  a  private  cQncern  by  the 
book  trade,  there  would  be  a  less  perfect  guarantee  that 
they  were  presented  in  a  full,  correct,  and  authentic 
form.  Iitlt  place  ih:  fn?)1'1K^ript  itietf  in  the  archives 
of  the  Government,  and  all  will  have  been  done  which 
could  be  done  to  insure  the  preservation  of  the  origiT)a!f 
and  the  accuracy  and  fidelity  the  copies. 

Let  me  in  conclusion  say,  and  I  regret  that  the  remark 
it  called  for  by  the  allunons  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  that  the  amiable,  and  distinguished  lady  who  ts 
the  proprietor  of  this  manuscript  is  here  as  no  petitioner 
for  charity.  She  has  done  what  it  became  her  to  do  as 
the  relict  of  that  great  man  whose  papers  were  bequeath- 
ed to  her  to  enshrine  and  imbody  among  the  treasures 
of  our  country  an  authentic  record  of  those  solemn  de- 
bates which  issued  in  the  formation  of  our  happy  and 
glorious  form  of  govemment. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  explained.  He  hid  cast  no  censure 
on  the  legacies  of  Mr.  Madison.  On  the  contrary,  he 
considered  them  as  all  very  proper,  and  he  must  be  al. 
loved  to  aay  that  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  the  na- 
ture and  tone  of  the  remarks  of  (he  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia. That  which  had  called  forth  the  ezpresaion  of 
tMs  regret  bad  been  sinply  tbisi  that  the  legacies  charged 
on  the  avails  of  these  manuscripts  should  have  had  the 
effect  of  bringing  this  application  before  Congress. 
'What  be  had  said  was,  that  if  an  arrangement  could  have 
been  made  with  the  booksellers  that  would  have  covered 
those  legacies,  this  application  never  would  have  been 
made)  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  language  of  the  will 
to  show  the  contrary.  Mr.  C,  after  a  brief  recapitula- 
tion of  the  ground  he  had  taken,  concluded  by  observing 
that  not  one  of  the  cases  quoted  by  the  Senator  from 
Virginia  availed  in  the  leaat  against  the  constitutional  ob- 
jection he  had  advancedi  nor  blid  he  md  any  thing 
which  any  friend  of  lira.  Uadison  had  the  least  right  to 
take  exception  to. 

>!r.  CLAYaaid  that  it  had  been  his  intention  to  offer 
■ome  remarks  on  this  resolutioni  but  so  much  time  had 
already  been  occupied,  and  that  remaining  to  the  Senate 
waa  so  precious,  that  he  should  content  himself  with 
nercly  saying  that  he  ahoald  vote  for  the  reaolution  with 
the  greatcat  reidiaeaa  and  pleaauret  tbat  it  tnrolved  no 


violation  whatever  of  the  constitutiorul  authority  of  Con- 
gress, while  it  fulfilled  at  the  same  time  a  aacrea  duty  to 
the  country,  to  the  Congress  itself,  and  to  tbe  memory 
of  a  man  the  most  distingubhed,  with  a  single  exceptioo, 
of  the  patriots  of  the  Revolutton. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution  wai  then 
decided  by  the  following  vote: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Brown,  Btl- 
chanan,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Gnmdy,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  Lyon,  McKesn,  Moo- 
ton,  Norvell,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Bobbins,  Robin- 
son, Southard,  Spence,  Sirange,  Tallmadgr,  Walker, 
Wall,  Webster,  White,  Wright— 33. 

NiTB — Heurs.  Calhoun,  Davis,  Hubbard,  Ring  of 
Alabama,  Knight,  Moore,  Morris,  Nicholas,  Nile*,  Page, 
Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tipton— 14. 

So  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Rooseof 
Representatives  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  pursuant  to  notice  given  on  Satnrday, 
moved  to  Uke  up  the  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  tariiT. 

Mr.  BAYARU  pressed  for  the  resumption  of  the  Choc- 
taw land  bill,  as  the  unfinished  business. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Wksbt's  motion,  it 
was  ne^lived:   Ayes  13,  noes  not  counted. 

CHOCTAW  LAND  BILL. 

Tlie  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe  byi 
for  confirming  certain  cuntingent  locations  of  land  in  the 
State  oi  Hiaussippi,  &e. — 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Buck's  amendment,  to 
strike  out  certain  lecUonsof  tbebill,  and  substitute  other* 
therefor. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  WHITE,  which  be  eon- 
eluded  by  reading  an  amendment  be  intended  to  move 
as  a  substitute  for  the  whole  bill, 

Mr.  BLACK  consented  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WHITE  thereupon  moved  his  aubstitute  for  tbe 
whole  biil,  wbieh  propoaea  a  board  of  commisssBncn  to 
examine  the  claim  each  Choctaw  Indian,  and  maltt  a 
particular  report  of  all  tbe  Acta  to  Congrces  at  iia  next 
session. 

Mr.  BAYARD  moved  an  amendment  to  it,  wlucb, 
aher  a  desultory  conversation,  waa  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Whits's  substitute  was  thereupon  agreed  le^  the 
blanks  filled  with  f3,000  as  salary  for  each  ooamiarioaer, 
$S,000for  the  dialriet  attorney,  #1,500  for  a  clerk,  wid 
the  bill  limited  to  the  1st  of  March,  1838. 

It  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

After  taking  up  and  disposing  of  several  other  bilK 

The  Senate  went  into  executive  busineos,  and  after- 
wards a^ourned. 

Tdesdat,  Febsitari  21. 
Mr.  HUBBARD  presented  the  credentials  of  tbe 
Hon.  FaiHSLiK  Pibbce,  elected  United  States  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  for  six  years  from  the  3d  of  March 
next. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

ARer  transacting  the  usual  morning  business, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  redminc 
duties  on  certain  imported  articles. 

Mr.  CLAT  said,  before  voting  on  thti  motion,  he  wished 
to  inquire  of  the  Senator  whether  it  was  intended  lliat 
the  bill  should  pass  in  its  present  shape,  or  that  protect- 
ed articles  thould  be  s'ricken  from  it.  Be  believed 
Senate  generally  would  agree  toa  reduction' of  the  dolin 
on  all  except  protected  articles. 

Mr.  WHIGHTaaid  it  was  impossible  to  answer  dus 
question.  He  merely  wished  the  Senate  to  take  Dp  the 
bill,  and  act  upon  it  aa  they  ■hnnld  Ibiik  Mtoo'.  He 
bad  DO  inainictioM  fraQjittodtpiMaiwvWM  waa  Mt 
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prepared  hims^r  to  move  to  strike  oat  sny  ptrt  dF 
tbebill. 

•  Mr.  CALHOUN  laid  he  believed  there  would  be  no 
dispute  ibout  ihe  reduction  on  a  lar^  proportion  of  the 
artielest  the  others  would  be  indicated  by  the  diacussion 
on  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  WALKGR  aaid  he  sbouM  vote  against  Ihe  motion 
to  take  up  the  b'ril,  beeaute  he  hoped  the  Senate  would 
lake  up  to-day  the  aubject  of  recognising  the  independ* 
ence  of  Texas. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  preferred  to  try  first  the  question  on 
Ifr.  WaiflHT's  motion;  and,  if  that  should  fail,  the  ques- 
tion on  Texas  might  then  be  tried. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  aaid  if  the  subject  was  doubtful  in  tbe 
nrinda  ofa  majority  of  the  Senate,  ht  was  not  diapoaed  to 
worry  the  body.  He  would  regard  the  refuial  to  take 
op  the  bill  now  as  amounting  to  a  refusal  to  act  upon  it 
at  tbe  present  session.  He  would,  therefore,  ask  for  the 
yeaa  and  naya  on  ihequestiont  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  should  certainly  vote  for  taking  up 
the  bill  now,  aOer  what  Mr.  W.  had  said,  because  a  bill 
liassed  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  for  reducing  the  du- 
ties  OD  all  the  articles  enumerated  in  this  bill,  with  tbfiee 
or  four  exceptions.  He  wbhedi  moreover,  to  know 
what  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  W.  and  other  Senalora  on 
this  subject,  and  to  atcerlain  whether  they  really  intend- 
ed to  preserve  the  general  policy  of  the  compromise. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  considered  it  aa  very  impor- 
tant that  the  bill  should  be  taken  op.  He  deemed  it  Ihe 
mdiapensable  duly  of  Congress  to  reduce  the  tariff  ao 
br  as  it  could  be  done  without  interfiering  with  protect- 
ed articlea. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  also,  urged  the  importance  of  taking 
up  the  bill  now,  and  hastening  its  progreat. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
itia  had  instructed  him  and  hia  colleague  on  this  subject; 
and  although  the  instructions  had  not  yet  arrived,  he 
knew  this  morning  that  they  had  passed,  and  lhat  they 
Instructed  them  to  vote  against  any  reducttun  of  the  ta- 
rtff*  as  it  waa  eslablidied  in  March,  1833,  on  Ihe  princi- 
ple that  to  (ouch  this  subject  at  all  might  endanger  their 
interests.  Mr.  B.  confiesaed,  though  he  held  the  opin* 
ions  of  the  Legislature  in  high  reapect,  that,  had  it  not 
been  fur^he8einstructionfl,  he  should  have  voted  to  take 
off  the  duties  entirely,  so  far  as  it  would  not  interfere  with 
protection,  and  would  nnf  violate  the  compromise  act i 
and  he  would  have  done  it  on  the  principle  of  throwing 
nseless  lumber  overboard,  fop  the  purpose  of  saving  the 
valuable  part  of  the  cargo.  But  he  now  felt  bound  to 
act  according  to  his  instruction^  and  would  certainly 
bow  to  them  with  Ihe  utmost  deference  and  respect. 
•  Mr.  CLAY  said  he  hardlythotight  tbe  I.egislature  of 
Pennsylvania  had  gone  so  far  as  the  Senator  supposed. 
The  compromise  act  had  expressly  provided  that,  if  there 
^ould  be  any  de6ciency  in  the  revenue,  it  ahould  be 
made  up  by  increasing  the  duly  on  articlea  below  20  per 
cent.]  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  there  should  be  an  ex- 
ceas  of  revenue,  it  should  be  remedied  by  a  reduction  on 
•rtieles  below  30  per  cent,  i  so  that,  with  the  exception 
oT  three  or  four  article^  this  bill  was  in  entire  accord- 
ance with  the  compromise  act.  And,  ao  far  from  injur- 
ing the  manufacturing  intereat,  Mr.  C.  believed  it  would 
be  beneficial  to  it.  They  therefore  ought  not  to  hesi- 
tate to  take  up  the  bill,  and  pass  those  parts  of  it  which 
would  not  interfere  with  protection. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  aaid  he  waa  very  much  indebted  to 
the  gentlcDian  for  his  commentary  on  Mr.  B'a  inatruc- 
tions;  but,  under  his  ftvor,  he  would  construe  tbem 
for  himself.  [Ur.  B.  here  read  the  Instructions,  which 
were  clear,  explicit,  and  imperative.] 

The  question  on  taking  up  the  bill  waa  now  tried,  and 
earried  in  Ihe  afBrmatve,  aa  follows: 

Yaas—Mesara.  Bayard,  Benton,  BUck}  Brown,  Cat- 
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houn,  Clay,  Clayton,  Cuthbert,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Morria, 
Nicholaa,  Norvcll,  Page,  Parlier,  Prentisa,  Preston, 
Rivea,  Robinaoo,  Souttuird,  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tomlinion,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  Wrigbt~S8. 

Nara — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Kent,  McKean,  Bobbins, 
Sevier,  Spence,  Tipton — 7* 

Mr.  WRIGHT  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  from 
Bllicott  St  Co.,  on  the  subject  of  the  manufacture  of 
chemicals,  the  small  amount  of  duty  that  would  be  re* 
duced,  and  the  great  Injury  inflicted  on  our  own  eatab- 
liabmenla,  by  making  free  of  duty  the  arliclea  of  aqua> 
forlia,  muriatic  acid,  btchronate  of  potash,  etaromate  of 
potad),  pruaaiate  of  poUsb,  tartatic  acid,  Pnusian  blue* 
calomel,  sulphate  of  magnet,  aulphate  of  qtdnine,  Ro* 
chelle  salts,  and  tartar  emetic. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  after  a  few  brief  remarks  on  the  im- 
proprieiy  of  taking  off  tbe  duty  on  these  articles  without 
I'urlher  information,  moved  to  strike  them  out  of  the  bill. 

[The  bill  proposes  to  admit  them  free  of  duty.] 

Mr.  SEVIER  wished  to  except  the  articlea  of  calomel, 
quinine,  and  aalts,  aa  being  the  only  ones  in  which  hia 
constituenU  had  an  intereatt  they  tookbrge  quuititieaof 
them. 

After  a  short  debate,  in  which  Means.  KNIGHT, 
KENT,  DAVIS,  LINN,  CLAY,  BUCHANAN,  SEVIER, 
and  CALHOUN,  took  part,  the  question  waa  put  on 
striking  out  the  residue  of  these  article*,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  calomel,  aalta,  and  quinine,  and  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  put  separately  on  striking  out 
these,  (i.  e.  retaiuing  the  preacnt  duly  upon  them,)  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows  i 

Ykai— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Buchanan,  CUy,  Cril- 
tenden,  Davis,  Ewing uf  Illinois,  Kent,  Knight,  McKean, 
Norvell,  Prentiss,  Bobbins,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster— 19. 

Ni.TS— Meaars.  Benton,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clavton, 
Cuthbert,  Pulton,  Grundy,  King  of  Alabama,  Kiiig  of 
Georgia,  Vmt,  Lyon,  Nicbolaa,  Niles,  Page,  Parker, 
Preston,  Rivea,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange, 
Tipton,  Walker,  Wright— 24. 

So  they  were  retained  in  the  bill  aa  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  to  airike  out  the  article  of 
worsted  yarn,  so  aa  thereby  to  retain  tbe  present  pro- 
tecting duty  on  that  article.  He  stated  that  the  pres- 
ent duly  fixed  by  law  waa  twenty  per  cent.,  and  he 
had  lettera  in  bia  possession  to  prove  that  there  were 
large  manufaciurii^  estfbliahmenta,  in  which  great 
amounu  of  capital  had  been  embarked  in  the  making  of 
woratedyarn.  An  important  discovery  in  theroannerof 
combing  wool  bad  enabled  this  branch  of  manufactures 
to  flour'iali  under  tbe  protecting  duly  of  twenty  per  cent. 
Lai^e  investments  had,  in  consequence,  been  made,  in 
the  expectation  that  that  protection  would  not  be  with- 
drawn.  Tlie  article  produced  was  used  principally  for 
the  warp  in  carpeting.  The  individuala  concerned  repre- 
sented that,  if  the  present  duly  should  remsin  undis- 
turbed till  tbe  year  1842,  ifaey  ahould  after  that  be  en- 
abled to  maintain  their  ground  under  the  general  re- 
duction then  proposed.  Mr.  D.  said  lhat  this  was  an  in- 
terest of  some  importance  to  the  country,  and  one  which 
he  considered  aa  entitled  to  protection.  If  the  duty 
under  which  it  had  gruwn  up  should  now  at  once  be 
taken  off,  he  feared  that  it  woukl  suffer  great  injury,  if 
not  entire  destruction.  He  did  not  know  lhat  even  under 
the  protection  it  had  enjoyed  it  would  have  been  able  to 
realize  any  profit,  or  even  lo  mainlun  ita  ground  at  all, 
hsd  it  not  been  for  a  great  improvement  which  had  re- 
cently been  discovered  in  the  process  of  wool  combing. 

Mr,  D.  sent  lo  the  Secreury'a  Ubje  one  of  the  letlcn 
which  he  had  received  on  this  Bubjut,ADd«lnhpwu  ac- 
cordingly read  to  tbe  Senate.  '^"^y'^J'g^ 


875 


GALES  &.  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


876 


^BwxTB.]  RedudUm  of  tht  TWig.  [Fi>.  31,  1837. 


Mr.  CUTHBERT  wished  to  uk  one  queition,  tnd  it 
was  this ;  was  it  the  deaig^ti  of  gentlemen  to  pursue  the 
protective  tyitem  u  it  now  stood,  or  to  plsce  new  art!* 
ola  under  protection^  A  short  time  ago*  tbi*  utiete  of 
worsted  jtxn  wu  not  ainan;  the  protected  articlei  at  alli 
but  it  baring  been  asserted  that  the  article  could  be  made 
in  this  country,  this  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  had  been 
imposed  as  a  protection.  He  desired  to  know  what  was 
tbe  construction  which  Senators  attached  to  the  com- 
promise  act.  Waathe  construction  this:  that  whenever 
u  articlei  wbicb  bad  been  among  those  protected,  could 
be  iBade  here,  it  waa  to  be  protected  aa  of  eourae'  Was 
this  the  manner  in  which  the  tariff  was  to  be  reducedf 
In  this  case*  tbe  production  of  a  aingle  letter  from 
an  individual  interested  in  this  mantnacture  seemed 
to  be  thought  sufGcient  to  produce  the  imprrasion 
that  its  protection  ought  to  be  continued.  If  this 
course  was  to  be  sanctioned,  the  protective  system 
would  not  only  continue  in  all  the  strength  it  now 
poaseased,  but  would  even  be  extended.  It  was  only 
to  bring  forwsrd  a  single  letter,  to  show  that  an  ar- 
ticle could  be  made  in  tliis  country,  snd  it  was  to  be 
protected  of  course.  Aa  to  this  particular  article  of 
worsted  yam,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Davis]  was  no  doubt  much  better  acquainted  with 
it  thsn  Mr.  C.  There  was  one  point  on  which  he  wish- 
ed to  be  informed:  were  all  articles  manufactured  friKn 
worsted  ysm  at  present  imported  free  of  duty? 

Mr.  DAVIS  replied  that  a  part  were,  but  not  all. 

Hr.  CUTHBERT  then  obaeTved  that,  if  Congress  pro< 
teelcd  worsted  yam,  it  would  of  course  protect  articles 
made  from  worsted  yarn. 

Mr.  PRESTON  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  wbat  was  tbe  present  duty  on  worst- 
ed yarn } 

Hr.  WRIGHT  replied  that  the  duty  now  fixed  by  law 
was  SO  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The  amount  imported 
oame  to  |361,636,  on  which  the  duty  paid  waa  #53,335. 
Kr.  W.  added  that  it  had  been  the  understanding  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  that  worsted  atuff  gnods  of  all 
sorts  were  free  of  duty,  and  ihey  saw  no  sufficient  rea- 
son why  worsted  yarn  should  pay  a  duty,  while  goods 
manufactured  from  it  paid  nonet  and  hence  (ihe  general 
object  being  to  reduce  the  revenue)  the  committee  bad 
inserted  worsted  yarn  amon|f  tbe  articles  wbieh  it  was 
proposed  til  make  free. 

Mr.  PRBSI'ON  was  opposed  to  reducing  the  duties 
on  any  arttcte  included  within  the  provisions  of  the  com* 
promise.  If  circumstances  rendered  a  reduction  of  the 
revenue  indispensable,  it  should  be  made  on  articles  not 
comprehended  in  that  arrangement.  He  waa  opposed 
to  any  departure  from  this  principle  in  the  present  bill. 
Let  the  enumerated  articles  be  protected  aa  in  the  com* 
promise  act.  In  that  he  should  fully  acqoieacet  but 
when  the  duly  was  less  than  SO  per  cent.  h«  could  not 
agree  to  itt  and  if  a  new  enumeration  of  protected  arti> 
ofes  waa  to  be  made,  he  should  be'utterly  opposed  to  it. 
He  should  vote  against  striking  out  this  article  from  Ihe 
bill.  Let  Ihe  committee  do  what  Ihey  would,  the  reduc- 
tion would  be  scarce  sufficient  to  bring  down  the  reve- 
nue to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  But  as  this  arti- 
cle paid  a  duty  of  50,000  dollars,  making  it  free  will 
produce  a  considerable  redtiction. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that  tbe  general  object  sought  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  in  reporting  this  bill,  was  to 
reduce  the  revenue  as  far  as  possible  in  conformity  with 
the  principles  of  the  compromise.  I'he  fourth  section 
of  the  compromise  bill  enumerated  certain  articles  which 
were  to  be  free  of  duly;  in  addition  to  those  included  in 
the  tariff  law;  among  which  were  bleached  and  un- 
bleached linen,  worsted  stuff  goods^  and  manu&clurea 
of  silk  and  worsted.  Mr.  W.  had  been  under  the  im- 
pKMioB  that  thia  elauM  made  free  aU  goods  in  wbicb 


worsted  composed  the  greater  part.  He  was  told  Ibit 
the  present  article  of  worsted  yam  waa  chiefly  eMptsf' 
ed  in  the  nanubclure  of  carpetst  that  tbe  eanstracdsb 
at  the  custom-house  had  been  that  it  wu  not  inchidcd 
among  the  free  arttclea.  Mr.  VV.  was  unacquainted  wUh 
the  details  of  tbe  subject,  and  had  no  personal  knotl- 
edge  of  the  matter.  It  appeared  to  him,  hoarever,  tint] 
notwithstanding  there  might  exist  a  pretty  strong  dun 
on  the  part  of  a  aingle  manufacture,  thearlicle  ought  sot 
to  be  stricken  out,  but  should  be  free  from  diUy,  liks 
the  goods  made  from  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS  saki  be  had  but  little  to  add.  Ham 
aware  that  worsted  stuff  goods  were  free  of  doty,  but 
there  bad  a  olaaa  of  them  been  introduced  wbicb  wtfs 
composed  in  part  of  worsted  and  in  part  of  wool,  whidt 
were  not  free,  but  paid  a  duly.  The  chief  object  for 
which  this  worsted  yarn  was  manufactured  wu  tbe  warp 
in  the  manufacture  of  carpets.  The  carpet  nunufsctva 
had  long  been  esUbliahed  in  this  country,  and  it  prco^ 
ed  extensively  in  several  of  tbe  States.  Congress  ftr 
its  protection,  had  imposed  a  heavy  square-yud  daiy. 
Worated  yarn  paid  a  duly  of  30  per  cent.,and  hedidBOt 
know  why  it  was  not  aa  fair  an  object  of  proledioa  uu 
it  paid  40.  He  could  not  see  that  It  wu  a  good  ream 
for  overthrowing  a  particular  branch  of  manufactore^ 
that  the  duly  upon  it  was  but  small.  '  He  adnitted  ikit 
this  manufacture  had  been  lately  prosecuted  with  ae¥ 
vigori  but  neither  could  he  penwve  that  this  «uai» 
son  why  it  should  be  no  longer  protected.  Be  esiaiit 
for  introducing  a  new  set  of  protected  articlesi  butifim 
Senate  should  think  that,  in  consistency  with  ibe  pne 
ciples  of  the  compromise,  they  could  retwo  tbe  Hill- 
ing duty  on  thia  manufacture  of  worattKl  yara,  be  sheuid 
be  happy. 

Hr.  GRUNDY  observed  that  this  natter  bad  btci 
treated  by  some  gentlemen  aa  comparat'nrely  aaiapo^ 
tantt  but  to  htm,  in  tbe  attitude  in  which  be  stood,  ii 
a  matter  of  gteat  import.    Be  bad  voted  for  tbe  eon- 
pronuae  act,  and  had  personally  contributed  to  its  pv 
sage,  as  much  perhaps  as  any  other  member  of  the  Sm* 
ate;  and  he  considered  that  its  provisions  fortned  lb* 
great  bulwarks  both  of  the  manufacturing  and  Ibe  spi* 
cultural  interests.    He  wished,  if  it  were  poi«ble,  ibtt 
they  might  remain  undisturbed;  and  if  gentleaen  •«» 
resolved  to  break  through  the  arrangementt  Hw" 
by  Uking  off  the  duties  iben  agreed  upon,  tke;o<>Snt 
remember  that  it  is  a  rule  which  will  work  both  wju 

If  one  side  was  to  be  absolved  from  tbe  ■KreenK«| 
Ihe  other  side  would  claim  to  be  absolved  sUol  w 
thus  the  whole  subject  of  the  prelecting  syate" 
again  be  thrown  open.    It  was  the  underslsndii^ 
those  who  advocated  tbe  compromise  bill  tbatsrtieW' 
paying  a  duly  of  30  per  cent.  were. to  remain  uadiMr> 
ed,  while  in  regard  to  those  paying  lessthan  20  P*'*? 
the  action  of  Congress  was  to  be  left  free,  and  tbedsuw 
might  be  raised  or  diminished,  according  u  the  reveaw 
of  the  country  should  prove  defective  or  redundsat 

Hr.  DAVIS  here  stated  that  the  article  of  worsM 
yarn  was  not  one  of  those  under  30  per  cent.  It  P*" 
30  per  cent,  and  so  was  included  in  the  comproai*' 

Mr.  GRUNDY  then  aaid  that  he  should  be  sgata«(i* 
king  off  Ihe  duty.  As  long  as  there  was  a  nunufrcM* 
in  the  United  Statea  which  required  protection,  hewtf 
against  reducing  the  duties  fixed  for  the  compnAM 
until  the  experiment  had  been  fully  made  of  redocitf 
the  revenue  in  smie  other  mode.  But  if,  after  tf^sl 
practicable  experiment,  it  Aould  be  found  that 
enue  could  not  be  reduced  without  touching  these  wfr 
cles  also,  he  ahould  then,  to  avoid  a  greater  evil,  reb^ 
tantly  yielJ  his  assent.  He  hoped,  as  each  srtiek  htw| 
bill  came  up  auccesMvely  for  discussion,  the  chwnaM^^ 
the  Committee  on  Finance  would  ipRrwef  ^  BewH 
vbctber  it         m>is»^f*y  a  duty        t«  " 
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nore,  u  Mr.  G's  vote  would  in  all  cues  be  governed  hf 
that  cmnnderttion.  If  the  article  paid  lew  than  30  per 
oent.*  be  would  vote  to^make  it  rree^butif  not,  he  would 
vole  to  retain  the  duty. 

The  question  beioK  now  taken  on  itrikinK  oat  the  ai^ 
tiele  (worsted  jram)  froai  the  liat  of  tbow  wbioh  were  to 
be  made  free  of  duty,  it  was  carried:  Ayes  33* 
So  the  article  waa  stricken  out.] 
Mr.  DAVIS  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  list  of 
Iree  articlea  that  of  olive  oil.  Hr.  D.  atated  that 
this  ariicle,  at  present,  paid  a  duty  of  twenty  cents 
per  gallon.  There  had  been  a  dtscHialon  of  eon- 
ridmble  lengtb,  and  a  similsr  motion,  at  a  former  ses- 
rion.  The  duty  bad  been  reduced,  but,  after  considera- 
tlwi,  the'House  of  Representatives  had  restored  it  again, 
Icct  the  reduction  might  interfere  with  the  whaling  in> 
tercst.  Mr.  D.  said  he  hoped  it  might  turn  out,  on  a 
full  examination,  that  the  present  duly  would  bear  re> 
duetion,  but,  as  at  present  informed,  he  was  not  autho- 
rtsed  to  ss^  that  such  was  the  easet  and,  to  avoid  all  dan- 
ger of  injury  to  the  important  Uiteretti  involved  in  the 
wbete  fi^ry,  be  bad  judged  it  proper  to  move  to  airike 
this  ertielc  out  of  tbe  bill.  The  duly  upon  it  amounted 
to  more  than  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  NlLrBS  observed  that  the  principle  which  had 
been  advanced  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  that  alldulies 
below  twenty  per  cent,  might  be  stricken  out,  as  not  be- 
ing embraced  in  the  compromise,  was  of  all  others  the 
IBOSt  nnjost,  and  even  preposterous.  Were  all  interests 
to  be  disregarded,  and  wantonly  destroyed,  because  they 
were  not  included  in  the  compromise  act?  There  ex- 
isted many  interesU  in  the  country  whose  protecting 
duly  was  below  twenty  per  cent.,  which  were  vastly 
more  entitled  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the  Government 
than  some  others,  which  enjoyed  a  far  higher  protection. 
He  believed  that  Congress  ought  to  hesitate  to  reduce 
tbe  duties,  from  a  mere  apprehension  of  a  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  in  cases  where  a  small  duty  operated  asaeom- 
plcte  protection.  The  complaint  which  had  roused  the 
South  to  indignation  was  not  directed  against  these  small 
duties,  but  against  that  great  mountain  of  enormous  im- 
ports which  was  laid  by  CongrcES  in  1834  and  1838.  But 
olive  oil  enjoyed  a  protection  of  more  than  twenty  per 
cent.,  and  therefore  some  gentlemen  argued  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  included  in  this  bill.  But  would  the  removal  of 
the  duty  from  this  article  affect  any  other  interest  which 
bed  e  jiut  claim  for  protection.^  Tlie  Senator  from  Mas- 
■ecbusetts  had  argued  that  the  retaining  of  this  duty 
would  be  very  beneficial  to  another  article.  This  was 
certainly  going  a  great  way.  Whale  oil  was  entirely  a 
diiTerent  interest;  and  it  was  extending  the  protective 
prineiple  further  than  it  had  ever  before  been  proposed, 
to  lay  a  tax  on  one  article  in  order  to  protect  another. 
If  olive  oil  was  produced  in  this  country,  he  ahouM  then 
b*  in  hvor  of  protecting  it  by  a  duty.  But  he  could  not 
oontent  to  tax  olive  oil,  with  a  view  to  protect  tbe  whale 
finery. 

Mr.  DAYIS  said  be  hardly  knew  whether  the  Senator 
ft«m  Connecticut  aimed  bis  remarks  at  him,  in  what  he 
oaid  respecting  a  duty  being  retained  because  it  was 
over  twenty  per  cent.  Mr.  D.  had  said  no  such  thing. 
Be  had  not  argued  that  this  article  should  be  stricken 
out  because  the  duty  upon  it  exceeded  twenty  per  cent., 
but  he  had  stated  such  to  be  the  fact,  for  the  informfclion 
of  tbe  Senate,  and  that  they  might  be  informed  of  the 
true  ground  on  which  they  were  proceeding.  He  con- 
curred with  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  in  the  belief 
that  there  were  many  articles,  the  duly  nn  which  was 
below  twenty  percent.,  which  deserved  very  careful 
coosideralion.  He  was  sware,  too,  that  the  last  argu- 
nent  which  bad  been  urged  by  that  gentleman  was  of- 
ten well  founded,  but  it  wa*  not  always  truei  and  In  this 
 1  it  did  so  happen  that  Iwtb  vbale  and  olive  ml  were 


extensively  used  in  the  same  way — in  lamps,  for  example, 
and  in  many  operations  of  manufactures.  At  the  time 
the  compromise  act  was  pasted,  the  case  of  this  article 
had  been  thoroughly  examined,  and  the  Hoj|se  of  Bep« 
resentatives  had  in  conaequence  reversed  iti  action,  and 
raised  the  duty  after  having  reduced  it.  Hr.  D.  was  as 
anxious  as  any  other  gentleman  to  remove  this  duty.  If 
it  could  be  done  with  safety  and  proprielyt  but  he  was 
not  now  in  possession  of  such  information  as  would  war- 
rant him  to  believe  that  it  could. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that  tbe  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  seemed  to  call  upon  him  for  a  word  of 
explanation.  The  Senator  misunderstood  the  principle 
on  which  the  Committee  on  Finance  had  proceeded  In 
constructing  this  bill.  It  was  their  desire  carefully  to 
guard  as  well  Ihoie  interests  which  were  covered  by 
duties  below  twenty  per  cent,  as  sbovet  but  they  felt 
themselves  more  at  liberty  to  go  into  sn  examination 
where  the  duty  waa  under  twenty  per  cent.,  and  on  ar- 
ticlea protected.  It  waa  now  said,  and  Mr.  W,  was  not 
prepared  to  contradict  the  ass^ion,  that  (he  removal  of 
the  duty  on  olive  oil  might  prove  injurious  to  the  wha- 
ling interest.  The  committee  certainly  had  no  disposi- 
tion to  interfere  with  that  important  branch  of  industry. 
The  article  of  whalebone  paid  no  more  than  13^  per 
cent.,  yet  they  had  abstained  from  inserting  that  in  the 
bill,  because  it  was  connected  with  the  whale  fishery. 
Hr.  W.  considered  the  whaling  Interest  as  one  of  all 
otherB-tbe  most  clearly  deeerving  the'  protection  of  the 
Govemraenl.  Tbe  nation  was  deeply  interested  in  it, 
as  a  school  for  our  aeamen  and  a  nursery  for  the  navy. 
They  did  not  understand  that  rescinding  the  duty  on 
olive  oil  would  at  all  affect  this  interest  i  and  Mr.  W. 
regretted  that  neither  himself  nor  the  Senator  from  Has. 
sachusetts  was  in  possession  of  more  distinct  information 
on  the  subject. 

Hr.  CUTHBEKT  said  (hat  if  the  Senator  from  Hassa* 
ehuaeita  could  present  to  the  Senate  information  which 
would  enlighten  them  on  this  subject,  he  should  be  glad 
if  he  would  do  so.  Was  it  a  fact  that  the  use  of  olive 
oil  did  compete  with  the  interests  of  the  whale  HA- 
ery  *  At  the  first  blush  he  should  say  it  could  not  be  so. 
The  United  States  raise  no  olive  trees,  and  the  two  ar- 
ticles of  whale  oil  and  olive  oil  were  'certainly  very  dif- 
.  ferent  from  each  other.  One  was  a  fine  article  of  use 
in  diet,  while  the  other  was  quite  tbe  reverae.  If  no 
further  information  was  laid  before  the  Senate,  he  ahould 
think  that  olive  oil  ought  not  to  be  stricken  out  of  the 
bill;  but  if  further  information  should  show  thst  to  make 
it  a  free  article  would  injure  the  whaling  interest,  then 
the  duty  ought  not  to  he  reduced.  Some  Senators  con- 
tended that  when  the  duty  was  above  twenty  per  cent, 
it  most  not  be  touched;  others  argued  that  when  it  was 
below  twenty  per  cent,  it  was  wrong  to  interfere  with  it. 
Thu*,  it  was  evident  that  the  whole  attempt  to  reduce 
the  revenue  would  prove  futile.  There  was  to  be  no 
honest,  sincere,  and  strenoooa  effort  at  reduction. 
While,  on  ihe  one  hand,  it  was  pleaded  that  the  Senate 
.must  not  reduce  the  tarilf,  because  of  Ihe  compromise 
of  1833,  he  heard  nothing  of  any  pledge  that  the  larifT 
was  not  to  be  augmented,  because  of  the  compromise; 
I'here  was  evidently  gross  partiality  in  the  manner  in 
which  the  compromise  was  to  he  construed.  As  to  this 
article  of  olive  oil,  he  should  like  to  receive  some  further 
information. 

Hr.  DAV13  said  that  he  wonid  cheerfully  give  such 
information  as  he  possessed.  Whale  oil  was  commonly 
used  in  lamps,  and  in  some  processes  of  tbe  manufiicture 
of  woollen  goods,  while,  lor  both  purposes,  olive  nil 
was  likewise  employed.  There  were  many  other  uses 
for  oil,  in  which  both  kinds  were  not  equally  proper. 
Olive  oil,  for  instance,  was  used  ilHUt^  jnanifuture  of 
fine  soap,  while  wh■l£)it»azqtfctttl&>4lit'^gJ0or  that 
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purpoM.  He  should  not  go  into  the  dettilt.  The  whole 
uibject  bad  been  fully  investigated  In  1832,  when  the 
existing  duly  on  oliye  oil  had  been  fixed,  and  he  wu  not 
xware  of  any  change  which  had  unce  takeo  place  to 
reodar  it  exeeiiive  or  improper. 

The  quesUoa  being  now  put*  the  moMon  to  itrike  out 
olive  oil  from  the  liatof  free  articles  wai  rejected:  Ayes 
IS,  noes  19. 

[At  a  subsequent  period  of  (he  session  this  vote  wss 
reversed,  and  the  motion  finally  prevailedt  but,  as  the 
whole  bill  was  lost  in  the  House  or  Representative^  the 
duly  remains,  of  course,  as  it  stood  before.] 

Mr.  WALL  moved  to  strike  out  the  articles  of  China 
and  poreelun,  earthen,  and  stone  ware.  Mr.  W.,  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion,  read  a  long  report  on  the  subject  of 
the  proteclion  of  this  mmoalaeture,  and  accompanied  it 
by  some  remarks.  He  stated  the  duly  to  be  twenty  per 
cent. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that,  when  the  bill  had  been  re- 
portedf  the  eommitiee  had  been  unaware  of  any  im- 
portant establishment  existinfr  in  thw  country  for  the 
manufacture  of  porcelain.  Since  then,  however,  they 
had  received  a  very  plain  and  proper  letter  from  the 
proprietors  of  a  lai^e  establishment  in  Jersey  city,  in 
wliich  there  bad  been  invested  a  capital  of  $150,000. 
He  should  read  a  portion  of  this  letter,  in  order  (o  show 
the  importance  of  this  one  establishment.  He  wss  not, 
however,  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  other.  The 
anount  of  pOTCebin  and  atone  ware  imported  in  1835 
was  $1,697,000,  which  paid  a  duty  to  the  Govemnent 
of  9340,000.  He  aubmitted  to  the  Senate  whether  a 
duty  to  this  amount  should  be  continued  for  the  protec- 
tion ofawngle  establiihment.  For  himself,  be  expressed 
no  opinion.  Kvery  Senator  would  form  his  own  judg- 
ment. Here  was  a  worthy  manufacluring  estsblishment, 
in  which  a  lar^e  capital  had  been  invested,  and  which 
teemed  to  be  m  successful  operation.  Of  the  amount  of 
ware  which  had  been  made  there  he  was  not  informed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  his  position  as  a  South- 
cm  Senator  was  different  from  many  of  the  gentlemen 
who,  with  himself,  were  desirous  of  a  reduction  in  the 
revenue.  According  to  the  compromise  bill  of  1833, 
(he  tariff* duties  were  gradually  going  off",  and  they  were 
all  to  come  down  to  20  per  cent,  by  (he  year  1843.  If 
the  amount  of  importi  did  not  interrupt  the  operation, 
it  would  take  off"  two  millions  of  revenue  annually.  And 
he  would  now  tell  Southern  gentlemen  on  all  sides,  that 
no  paltry  advantage  to  be  derived  from  atriking  out 
$50,000  on  this  article,  and  $100,000  on  that,  should 
ever  induce  him  (o  give  up  the  advantage  to  be  derived 
to  ihe  South  from  a  regard  to  the  compromise  Uw;  and 
let  him  say  lo  Southern  gentlemen  generally,  that  ibey 
will  greatly  injure  tbemaelvea,  if,  from  any  such  lempta- 
tiont,  they  should  be  induced  lo  yield  up  their  alrong- 
hold.  Senator!  who  are  now  new  in  tbeir  seats  would 
find,  from  sad  experience,  how  hard,  how  very  hard  a 
thing  it  was  to  get  duties  taken  off  when  they  bsd  once 
been  imposed.  He  bad  himself  been  greatly  surprised, 
in  the  outset  of  his  public  career,  when  an  old  and  ex- 
perienced statesman  had  told  him  (hat  it  was  a  much 
easier  thifig  in  Congress  (u  lay  duties  on  the  people  than 
to  take  them  off*.  If  Suulhern  genllemen  were  now 
guilty  of  the  egrei^ous  fully  of  yielding  up  the  com- 
promise bill  by  the  little  petty  temptation  of  repealing  a 
small  amount  of  duties,  they  would  have  ample  leisure 
for  repentance.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  now 
called  upon  them  Kut  to  dibturb  the  compromise,  de- 
claring, at  the  same  time,  that  they  understood  them- 
aelves  as  pledged  to  its  observance.  Mr.  C.  would 
respond  to  the  call,  and  hoped  that  the  response  would 
be  general.  For  hia  own  part,  he  held  lliat  there 
was  no  pledge  on  the  part  of  the  Southi  and.  when  the 
compromise  Dill  passed,  be  bad  exprcsily  told  all  the 


Senators  present  that  he  held  himself  perfeell]!  free 
from  all  pledge  on  the  subject,  and -that  he  migbtadTO' 
cate  a  further  reduction,  or  riot,  accor^ng  to  ciroM- 
stances.  He  waa  now  prepared  to  stand  upon  that  bil^ 
and  not  to  diatarb  it.  He  shoidd  wA  interfere  with  ibe 
advanUge  which  the  Northern  States  were  now  derinn{ 
from  it;  and  hereafter,  when  the  time  came  that  ^ 
South,  in  its  turn,  was  to  reap  the  benefit,  he  sbouM,  ia 
all  fairneu,  cUimasimiUrobservanoe-on  (he  part  of  Ibe 
North.  As  to  the  duties  under  30  per  cent.,  if  tbe 
friends  of  the  tariff*  would  say  that  they  could  no^  mtk 
propriety,  be  removed,  Mr.  C.  would  say  retain  tbcMi 
but  if  they  could  be  reduced,  or  altogether  aboljsbed,be 
should  rejoice.  Tilts  was  the  position  he  hsd  dcTib. 
erately  taken.  He  felt  it  to  be  both  strong  and  hoaora- 
ble;  and  he  waa  fully  persuaded  tliat  it  waa  such  a  posi- 
tion as  would,  upon  the  whole,  be  found  tnokt  for  the 
interest  of  the  Southern  Sutes. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  that  be  understood  tlie  prtDci- 
pie  of  the  bill  to  be  to  reduce  the  duties  on  luch  articks 
as  would  not  interfere  with  those  protected.  If  tbst  wu 
its  principle,  it  bad  his  cordial  approbation.  He  Ik- 
heved  that  the  interests  of  the  manufacturers  theimelra 
required  the  duties,  in  some  cases,  to  be  reduced.  Dot 
ss  to  the  article  now  in  question,  the  manufisclure  of  U 
had  been  commenced  on  tbe  faiih  of  the  coatinnasce  of 
the  existing  protection,  and  it  came  fairly  withia  (bs 
compromise.  The  question  waa  not  whether  many  be- 
tories  of  this  apeciea  of  ware  exiated  or  net— because  ite 
principles  of  the  compromise  were  submitted  to  the  (9- 
tion  of  the  people.  T'hey  had  been  well  understood 
the  whole  nation,  and  universally  approved)  uid,  werebe 
engaged  in  this  branch  of  business,  he,shou1d  expect  and 
claim  the  protection  of  the  compromise  bill,  and  sliould 
deem  it  a  violation  of  the  public  faith  should  the  e»iti>f 
duly  be  rennoved.  Mr.  B.  concurred  with  the  ScMtoc 
from  South  Carolina  in  his  desire  that  tbe  compraoiM 
should  aland  undisturbed.  The  purpose,  howem,  ft* 
which  be  had  now  risen  wu  lo  g^ive  the  Senate  aoneia- 
formation  in  regard  to  a  manuCactory  of  China  ware,  ei^ 
lirely  distinct  from  that  in  Jersey  city,  which  he  bcLe**^ 
was  confined  to  porcelain  or  queensware.  Thii  **>* 
solely  for  China.  The  proper  material  for  ihecoDftnic- 
tion  of  China  ware  of  the  finest  quality  had  been  toaw 
years  since  discovered  in  tbe  State  of  Penmrbaai^  no 
an  amiable  and  eatimable  man,  formerly  a  menber  of 
(he  other  House,  and  well  known  to  man;  Setutu^ 
[Mr  B.  was  understood  to  refer  to  Judge  Hemphill,  of 
Philadelphia,]  had  embarked  nearly  his  whole  forttir« 
in  the  enterprise.  Ue  look  pride  and  pleasure  in  brio^ 
ing  the  manufiicture  to  a  high  degree  of  perfectian,  and 
he  had  succeeded  in  the  production  of  ware  u  beantmu 
in  all  respects  as  any  imported.  The  manufacture  Hd 
been  eommenced  under  ftvorable  au^icea,  and  Hr.  B. 
believed  aUU  continued  to  prosper.  He  thought  tbit 
tbe  protecting  duly  ought  to  be  suffered  to  remain.  >> 
waa  not  right  to  say  ihaifc^becauae  there  were  but  two  (tf 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  embarked  in  this  bme* 
of  business,  it  was  nothingt  and  the  manufactnre  iwit 
be  ruined  and  crushed,  because  it  was  comparsOreO^ 
its  infancy.  He  hoped  that  the  amendment  which 
been  ofTered  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [v- 
Wall]  would  prevail,  and  that  the  principlea  of 
alor  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Caukovii]  would  gow" 
the  legislation  of  the  Senate.  ^  . 

Mr.  WEBSTEU  had  risen  to  observe  that  it  j^mw" 
wise  in  tbe  Senate  lo  be  cautious  in  the  cewiie  tW 
should  now  adopt.  They  hsd  passed  a  bill  thft U* J*' 
reducing  the  duties  on  aome  articles  of  doii|e«tic>j|** 
facture,  which  were  completely  out  of  theyreach  « »*' 
eign  competilion;  and  it  had  encountered  pto  oppoij""' 
But  he  thought  the  country  war«>t  noi^  Pftputd  w 
a  bill  which  ihould  go' 
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On  the  prrtent  occasion,  so  grett  vu  the  dearth  of  in- 
formation, that  the  Senator  at  the  head  of  the  Finince 
Commitlee,  who  introduced  the  bill,  had  found  himself 
obliged  to  state  that,  when  this  article  was  inserted,  he 
was  entirely  icn<mnt  of  the  existence  of  any  domestic  es- 
lablishnient  of  tbe  kind  with  which  it  would  interfere. 
Gentlemen,  one  after  another,  were  rising  in  their  places 
and  stating  isolated  facts— each  of  which  bad  an  impor- 
tant bearing  on  tbe  provision  proposed  to  be  inseKed  in 
tbe  bill.  Considering,  then,  the  admitted  want  of  infor- 
mation, which  was  indispensable  to  an  enlightened  dis- 
charge of  their  dutyi  considering,  too,  the  very  short 
period  which  had  elapsed  since  the  introduction  of  the 
hilt,  and  still  more  the  great  importance  of  getting  some 
b'rtl  paaaed  which  diould  reduce  the  duty  on  articlea  that 
would  not  interfere  with  otir  own  domestic  industryt 
and  taking  into  view  the  late  period  of  the  session,  and 
tbe  opposition  which  must  be  elicited  by  persisting  in  a 
eovrse  of  this  kind,  be  thought  it,  on  the  whole,  to  be 
prudent  to  leave  out  of  tbe  bill  all  those  items  which 
were  in  a  considerable  degree  doubtful,  and  confine  it 
to  such  alone  as  would  interfere  with  none  of  our  own 
great  interests.  Why  should  not  sucli  a  course  be  adopt- 
ed f  Why  would  not  the  comtnittee  confine  themselves 
to  a  plain  and  obvious  rath' 

Mr.  W.  said  that  he  had  made  these  observations  more 
with  a  reference  to  the  bill  in  general  than  to  the  par* 
ticular  item  now  under  discussion.  He  wanted  some 
bill  of  the  kind  to  pass,  but  he  wanted  it  to  stop  short  of 
our  own  manufactures.  A  bill  of  this  character  would  be 
attended  wHb  good  resulu.  But  as  certainly  as  clauses 
should  be  introduced  which  attacked  our  own  domes- 
tie  iDterest^  they  would  raise  the  opposition  of  tbe  re- 
speetiTe  delegations  In  the  other  House  representing 
the  States  more  immediately  concerned,  and  thus  the  bill 
would  in  all  likelihood  be  defeated.  As  to  this  partic* 
ular  item  of  porcelain,  be  thought  it  presented  a  pretty 
strong  case.  The  amount  of  duty,  to  be  sure,  was  large, 
but  it  was  now  found  that  there  .existed  several  Impor- 
tant domestic  establishments — be  heard  it  said  around 
him  that  there  were  at  least  some  half  dozen  of  them— 
to  whose  protection  it  was  indispensable. 

Mr.  CUTHBBRT  inquired  what  interests  were  tn. 
tended  to  be  protected  by  the  compromise  bill.'  Ac> 
Cording  to  his  understanding,  that  bill  had  been  designed 
to  cover  those,  and  those  only,  which  were  then  in  ex- 
istence. It  was  never  intended  to  protect  interests 
which  did  not  then  ezi»t,  and  which  were  to  be  created 
by  the  protection  provided  for  them.  And  would  gen- 
tlemen vote  for  the  continuance  of  duties  to  protect  in- 
terests  of  this  last  description  f  Whenever  they  raised 
up  a  new  manufacture  by  the  fcrce  of  protecting  duties, 
they  prejudiced  those  which  already  existed.  To  do  an 
was  not  to  act  on  the  policy  of  (he  compromise,  but  in 
direct  violation  of  it.  Did  Senators  owe  but  one  duty  to 
tbe  Government?  Had  they  nothing  else  to  hot  to  but 
the  protection  of  certain  manafacturing  ebtablishmenls? 
He  denied  itt  they  bad  another  and  must  important  doty 
to  perform;  and  that  was,  to  bring  down  the  revenue  to 
the  actual  wants  of  the  Government.  And,  in  discharge 
of  this  great  duty  to  the  whole  country,  was  tbe  exist- 
ence of  a  single  manufacturing  establishment  to  present 
an  insuperable  obstacle.'  He  denied  it.  lie  mutt  go 
on,  and  perform  the  duty  he  owed  to  the  country  at 
Urge,  and  let  the  interests  of  a  few  individukls  give  way. 
He  had  heard  no  Senator,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
while  urging  the  obfigation  of  the  compromise,  pretend 
to  say  that  tt  wai  any  (Astacle  to  tbe  raising  uf^duties, 
but  only  to  the  lowering  of  ihem. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  replied,  that  it  wss  not  pretended 
that  the  compromise  act  bad  any  irresistible  binding 
force  beyond  that  of  other  laws|  but  both  honor  and  in- 
terest called  upon  him  to  iniiat  on  the  advantages  which 
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would  accrue  from  its  observance.  He  had  declared 
his  intention  to  stand  by  it,  and  he  construed  the  silence 
of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  aa  a  pledge  that  they 
would  do  the  same.  He  was  rare  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Ur.  Clat]  must  well  remember  that  he  had 
insisted  ibat  all  articles  the  duties  of  which  were  below 
30  per  cent,  should  be  made  free,  if  It  eouM  safely  be 
donet  but  as  it  appeared  that  there  were  some  establish- 
ments just  coming  into  being,  to  whom  the  protecting 
duly  was  very  important,  he  should  not  be  for  disturb* 
ing  it.  He  wu  for  respecting  both  rides  of  the  agree- 
ment. 

Mr.  CLAY  observed  that  he  thought  that  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cuthbikt]  must  perceive  that  the 
rule  he  had  laid  down  was  too  namwi  namely,  that  the 
protection  afforded  by  tbe  law  of  1633,  commonly  denoro* 
inated  the  compromise  act,  should  be  limited  to  the  in- 
terests which  then  existed,  and  must  not  be  extended  to 
any  which  had  sprung  tip  since.  Now,  what  was  the  aim 
of  the  great  system  of  protective  policy  ?  Was  it  not  the 
introduction  from  abroad  of  all  those  branches  of  man* 
ufacture  which  conduced  to  the  national  prosperity,  that 
they  might  be  planted  and  might  flourish  upon  our  own 
soil?  Now,  almost  all  these  branches  of  domestic  Indus- 
try bad  been  largely  extended  since  1833.  '  Were  our 
extensive  cotton  mills,  for  instance,  any  tbe  less  worthy 
of  protection  because  they  liad  grown  to  their  present 
perfection  since  that  time?  There  were  many  articlts 
not  enumerated  in  that  act,  which  were  nevertheless  in- 
cluded in  its  principle.  I'he  act  established  a  rule,  and 
laid  a  foundation  by  which  duties  were  to  be  regulated. 
All  those  articles  on  which  tbe  duty  was  30  per  cent, 
and  above,  were  to  remain  under  their  pvcaent  protec- 
tion till  the  yesr  1843.  What  was  contemplated  by  such  a 
provirion'  None,  surely,  could  dream  that  there  was  to 
be  a  change  in  the  law  till  the  year  1843  arrived.  This 
was  undeniably  the  understanding  of  both  parties  at  the 
time,  and,  he  miRht  add,  the  understanding  of  the  na- 
tion generally.  The  law  had  every  wbtre  been  receiv- 
ed with  plaudita  and  the  utmost  demonatratlon  of  Joy. 
The  people  accordingly  had  gone  to  work  and  erected 
their  establishments  on  the  faith  of  this  agreement;  and 
these  eslablishntents  were  as  much  within  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  law  as  if  they  had  existed  when  the  law  was 
passed,  so  that  the  question  which  had  been  stated  by 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gruksx]  was  the  true 
question.  If  tbe  duty  on  any  article  was  20  per  cent, 
or  above.  Congress  could  not  touch  that  article  till  tbe 
year  1843,  if  it  regarded  the  compromi^.  If  the  du- 
ty was  below  SO  per  cent.,  then  U  might  be  touched  and 
abolished  altogether,  provided  such  a  measure  did  not 
interfere  with  important  interests  ofthe  country.  As  to 
the  propriety  of  adhering  to  the  compromise,  Mr.  C. 
had  no  doubt  or  hesitation.  He  went  for  adhering  to  it. 
The  country  expected  this.  They  reposed  upon  it,  and 
it  should  be  regarded  with  that  respect  which  was  ex- 
tended to  all  other  compromises.  The  constitution  it- 
self Was  onet  and  yet  all  profess  to  hold  it  sacred.  Tbe 
Missouri  question  was  another.  The  law  in  that  ease 
had  no  more  binding  force  than  any  other  act  of  Con- 
gress; but  who  would  think  of  disturbing  the  eompro- 
mise  which  it  imbodied?  Would  any  body  repeal  that 
act^  Would  the  South  repeal  it,  -which  contended  ttiey 
were  the  weaker  interest  on  that  question '  The  same  con- 
sideration applied  to  the  tariff.  Would  the  South,  who 
were  the  weaker  interest  upon  the  tariff  question,  con- 
sent to  give  up  tbe  compromisef  Did  they  not  perceive 
that  the  moment  they  did  this  the  whole  question  of  pro-  . 
tective  policy  was  again  thrown  open,  and  that  the  same 
causes  which  had  produced  the  tariff  laws  of  1834  and 
1828  would  come  into  operation,  and  would  lead  to  the 
passing  of  another  tariff  law  >  It  was  clearly  the  interest 
of  All  parties  concerned  to  adhere  to  that  c^promiie* 
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Tbit  wti  the  ult  which  hid  preserved  our  body  politic 
from  dissolution.  U  was  the  bond  of  peace  and  recon- 
cir«(ton  between  the  North  and  the  South.  He  had  no 
objection  to  retain  protective  duties;  but  he  would  not, 
for  the  sake  of  doing  so,  disturb  any  of  the  great  princi> 
pies  of  the  compromise  law.  At  to  this  article  of  cbina 
or  porcelain,  if  it  paid  a  duty  of  20  per  cent,  or  above, 
be  was  not  for  disturbing  it. 

Mr.  CUTHBRBT  taid  that  the  item  now  under  dia- 
cuMnon  presented  a  distinct  subject  to  the  Senate.  The 
question  was  not  whether  a  large  manuftcturing  interest 
bad  grown  up  since  1633,  but  it  was  this:  whether,  in  the 
application  of  an  important  policy  of  this  Government,  a 
certain  article  not  protected  by  the  compromise  law  when 
it  was  paased,  because  not  ihen  in  existence,  was  to  be 
an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  action  of  Congress  in  re- 
ducing the  revenue.  I'he  duty  on  porcelain  and  earth- 
enware exceeded  9300,000  annually,  and  tbc  only  estab- 
lishment to  be  affected  by  the  repeal  of  it  was  one  in  the 
Stale  of  New  Jersey.  Ought  this  single  establishment 
to  interpose  an  insurmountable  difficulty  againbt  the  car- 
rying out  a  great  and  necessary  policy  or  the  country.' 
He  thought  not.  Was  it  not  admitted  to  be  an  important 
principle  of  legisUlion  to  avoid  at  all  times  the  imposition 
of  a  greater  maaa  of  taxes  than  were  absolutely  necessary  ? 
All  good  Governmenta  admitted  this  principle,  and  act- 
ed upon  it;  and  it  was  certainly  a  new  doctrine  that  the 
prosperity  of  a  single  small  manuftcturing  establishment 
should  interpose  to  prevent  its  observance.  Admit  this, 
and  tbe  next  step  he  supposed  would  be  to  retain  the 
duty  on  salt;  so  that  the  poor  man  must  not  be  permitted 
to  render  his  food  savory  for  himself  and  children,  lest 
the  interest  of  some  great  capitalist  should  be  interfered 
with.  In  a  republican  Government,  where  the  interest 
of  tbe  many  wai  admitted  to  be  ilte  governing  principle, 
an  onerous  tax  upon  the  neceasaries  of  life  must  ever  be 
beld  as  odious  a'nd  detestable.  The  poor  and  hsrd-work- 
ing  man  could  not  throw  a  little  sail  into  his  not,  but  the 
authority  of  the  Government  must  appear  in  its  most  odi- 
ous form,  and  demand  of  him  a  heavy  duly  to  favor  some 
large  manufacturing  establishment.  Mr.  C.  had  under- 
stood the  matter  very  differently.  This  was  a  new  con- 
itructioo  of  tbe  eonatitution,  and  it  had  grown  up  wiib 
tbe  growth  of  the  far-fit med  Ametican  system.  The  ori. 
ginal  doctrine  was,  that  protective  duties  were  to  be  im- 
posed  only  in  those  cases  where  art,  ingenuity,  and  im- 
provements in  machinery  would  enable  us  to  contend 
with  the  manufacturers  of  older  nations.  But  now  a  to- 
tally new  construction  was  contended  for.  Wheat,  salt, 
sold,  all  that  God  gave  us  from  out  of  tbe  earth  or  above 
the  eartb,  were  manufactured  articles,  and  muf>t  be  pro- 
tected accordingly. 

Mr.  WALL  said  he  d:d  not  greatly  thank  the  liberali- 
ty of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Un  Cdth- 
ikbt]  for  throwing  salt  into  his  dish  without  his  consent; 
and  he  should  not  suffirr  tbe  question  before  the  Senate 
to  be  drawn  off  to  an  issue  totally  difTercnt  and  uncon- 
nected with  it.  The  Senator,  loo,  was  incorrect  in  Ills 
ftels.  The  porcelwn  manufacture  in  New  Jersey  bad 
not  grown  into  existence  since  1833,  but  had  been  estab- 
lished in  1828.  Nor  was  it  the  only  establishment  to  be 
affected  by  this  bill.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
[Hr.  BircuAitAiT]  had  given  the  history  of  a  large  estab- 
lishment in  Philadelphis,  and  (he  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Wkbbtzr]  had  spoken  of  some  half  dozen 
others.  The  Jersey  establishment  had  not  grown  up 
under  tbe  compromise,  and,  tbertfore,  it,  al  least,  was 
taken  out  from  one  of  tbe  principal  objectioi  a  of  the 
Senator  fiom  Georgia.  He  could  not  say  how  extensile 
the  establishment  was,  but  he  knew  that  the  duty,  which 
waa  20  per  cent.,  had  received  the  sanction  of  several 
Bcnatora  who,had  been  the  must  prominent  and  active  in 
advocating  the  compromise. 


Mr.  NORVELL  demanded  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the 

question,  and  they  were  ordered  by  the  Senate. 

The  question  being  then  put  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Wall,  namely,  to  strike  out  rrom  tbe  fnt 
of  free  articles  China  and  porcelain,  earthen  and  stone 
ware,  it  was  carried,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Buchanan,  Csniour>, 
Clay,  Clayton,  Davis,  Ewmg  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent, 
Knight,  HcKean,  Nicholas,  Prentiss,  Preaton,  Bobbing 
Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Vsll, 
Webster,  White— 24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of 
Illinois,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  I.inn,  llos- 
ton,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Kobinnn, 
Buggies,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  Wrighl— 20. 

So  the  article  was  stricken  out,  the  duty  rcUined,  snil 
the  principle  laid  down  in  the  compromise  act  complied 
with. 

Hr.  DAVIS  next  moved  to  strike  out  the  artide^of 
'*  common  sail."  On  this  motion  a  prolonged  debate  en- 
sued, of  great  interest  and  animation,  in  which  Ueuit. 
WRIGHT  and  PRESTON  occupied  the  floor  at  coniid- 
erable  length,  and  in  which  not  merely  tbe  imnwdiile 
question  of  the  duty  on  salt,  but  the  general  bearitigiof 
the  bill,  particularlyioitsrelationtothe  comproBise id 
of  1833,  were  discussed. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  ask  for  the  yeas  and  niys  on  the 
motion,  and  to  give  some  reasons  why  it  thould  not  pre- 
vail. It  was  a  motion  vital  to  the  bill,  and  touched  u 
item  in  which  its  greatest  value  consisted.  The  nuMioQ 
was  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  article  of  salt,  now  pijing 
a  heavy  duly,  and  which  this  bill  proposed  to  ntalie  free 
of  duty.  The  item  was  important  for  the  amount  of  rei- 
enue  which  it  produced,  say  $650,000  per  annunii  sad 
far  more  important  as  being  an  article  of^prime  necenilr 
and  universal  use.  This  being  the  importance  ofthe  ir- 
ticle,  T,  fur  one,  said  Mr.  B.,  am  willing  to  go  into  Ihe 
discussion  of  the  whole  policy  of  the  bill  upon  iMs  mo- 
tion; and,  further,  if  the  motion  prevails  and  ult  ii  to  re- 
main a  taxed  article,  I  care  but  litile  for  the  rcU  of  ihe 
bill.  The  remainder  of  the  articles  embraced  in  it,  aiib 
the  exception  of  common  blankets,  Indian  bisnketi,  Lir- 
erpool  earthen  ware,  and  a  few  others^  are  either  hixu* 
rtes  or  trifles;  and  if  we  cannot  succeed  in  rescuing  fn* 
taxation  this  srticle  of  universal  use  and  prime  neceiiltTt 
I  shall  not  exert  myself  to  rescue  luxuries  and  trifles 
from  it. 

We  are  met  at  the  threshold  of  this  debate  by  an  ob- 
jection which  applies  not  only  to  the  article  of  salt,  but, 
also,  to  almost  every  article  of  any  coniequence  miis- 
pnrtance  which  the  bill  contains;  and  which  objeciio|<> 
if  it  prevails,  will  reduce  the  bill  to  the  lowest  degreed 
insignificance,  if  not  to  a  state  of  absolute  nullity.  Tbs 
objection  ia  founded  upon  the  last  clause  in  the  last  ik- 
tion  of  the  famous  act  of  March  3,  1833,  coonwoT 
called,  by  its  friends,  the  compromise  act,  but  which"" 
no  feature  of  a  compromiy,  except  between  P""^*"*! 
and  was,  in  itstlf,  a  frustration  of  the  exprtned  vm* 
the  people,  and  eminently  disadvantageous  to  tbe  M"* 
try,  as  well  as  grossly  derogatory  to  the  powers  offt* 
grew.  That  act,  in  the  clause  referred  to,  underW 
to  tie  lip  the  constitutional  hands  of  Congress  to  teg** 
upon  the  subject  of  duties  until  Ihe  30lh  dsy  of  Jt**" 
the  jear  1842,  except  in  relation  to  articles  ••■'^'J 
the  act  of  July  2d,  1832,  were  subject  to  an 
duty  of  less  than  20  per  cent.,  and  then  llmiU  CoH** 
to  action  upon  this  small  class  of  items  on  t'l'^'"^''^ 
cy  of  a  deficit  or  excess  in  the  revenue;  with  a  fin** 
gracious  permission,  in  the  event  of  either  of  tb***J 
tingencies,  to  supply  the  want,  if  there  is  a  dtB^ijl 
raising  the  duly  on  this  cisarof  articles  to  30  P''^ 
and  to  cut  off  the  excess,  if  thet^  la  too  owch, 
cing  the  rates  of  dgf^^^le-samrrtbterf 
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rbis  ii  the  act;  and  the  bare  statement  or  iti  enactment! 
ireaents  an  arrogant  and  unconstitutional,  and,  as  the 
rnit  baa  proved,  a  most  unwise,  attempt  to  tie  up  the 
amh  of  Congress  for  nine  years,  upon  the  main  subject 
ir  which  the  Federal  Gorernment  was  created,  and  up* 
D  wbtch  constant  attention  and  frequent  action  from 
mptai  is  required.  I  do  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  go  into  the 
lU  objections  to  this  miscalled  compromise  act  at  pres> 
nti  another  occasion,  in  the  pourse  or  the  debate,  will 
e  tilien  for  that  Usk.    At  present,  I  limit  myself  to  a 
lere  reference  to  the  heads  of  my  objections  to  it  at  (he 
m  it  was  pasaedt  namely,  that  it  was  no  compromise  to 
hidi  the  States  or  the  people  were  parties,  but  a  mere 
Tsiwement  between  a  couple  of  politiciani,  to  get  rid. 
If  a  Tittle  while,  of  a  bone  of  contention  between  tbem- 
Jiei,  snd  to  enable  them  to  put  their  aboulden  togeth- 
r  igsinsl  the  administration;  and,  thuS  arranged,  was 
irried  through  on  a  cry  of  civil  war  and  disunion;  that 
VIS  irtfutly  contrived  to  keep  up  high  duties  for  nine 
an,  and  then  to  let  all  down  at  once  by  a  plungp,  and 
I  produce  a  general  revulsion,  and  united  eflbrt  at  res- 
ntion  to  their  former  position,  by  all  the  parties  inter- 
«nl  in  the  high  tarifT;  that,  far  from  conforming  to  the 
Hlof  ttw  people,  it  was  a  Truatration  of  their  expressed 
ill,  made  known  in  the  issue  of  all  the  elections,  and 
I  (he  tutal  defeat  of  the  high-tariff  candidates  for  the 
ru'dency  and  vice  presidency;  that  it  waa  eminently 
aailrantageouB  to  the  South  and  West,  as  it  went  to 
rereot  further  relief  from  duties  till  1843,  and  then  left 
ongressat  full  liberty,  after  that  period,  to  raise  the 
Btiesubigh  u  ever;  and,  finally,  that  it  was  an  arro- 
idI,  unconstitutional,  unwise,  and  impotent  attempt  to 
mit,  restnun,  and  nullify  the  action  of  Congress  upon  a 
ibjcct  on  which  they  were  bound  by  the  constitution 
tactjust  so  often  as  action  was  necessary.    For  these 
tssons,  and  many  others,  I  opposed  this  act  at  the  time 
wu  passed;  and  declared  then,  as  1  declare  now,  that 
should  pay  no  more  regard  to  it  than  to  any  other  act 
fCoDgreas;  and  that  I  should  act  upon  the  subject  of 
•ities  whcqerer  it  seemed  necessary,  by  looking  to  the 
UHtitolion  of  the  United  Stales,  and  not  to  this  little 
nee  between  a  couple  of  antagonist  politiclsns,  for  the 
nrceofmy  teeislative  powers. 

The  article  of  silt  would  fall,  as  would  almost  every 
iluable  article  in  the  bill,  under  the  prohibitiona  of  this 
1-  By  (hat  act.  Congress  ia  doubly  prohibited  from 
piUting  upon  it  until  the  advent  of  that  great  day  for 
coTcring  our  constitutional  powers,  which  ii  designated 
theSOlh  day  of  June,  in  the  yur  1843.  The  prohi* 
tioD  is  double— flrat,  as  an  article  not  paying  an  ad  1%. 
Km,  but  a  specific  duly;  and  next,  as  psying  a  duly 
me  20  per  cent,  on  the  value.  Under  this  act,  then, 
ir  powers  are  gone,  but  under  the  constitution  they  are 
full  force;  and,  aa  that  constitution  does  not  warrant 
e  levy  of  more  money  for  (he  federal  Treasury  than 
t  federal  wanta  require,  and  we  are  now  levying  more 
ui  we  want,  I,  for  one,  ahall  proceed  to  reduce  the 
7t  >nd  shall  have  recourse  to  the  salt  tax  as  the  lead- 
{  and  most  eminent  article  on  which  the  reduction 
Mid  fall.  1  put  it  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  the  articles 
'  •boiition  of  duly,  both  for  the  amount  of  the  tax 
lich  it  produces,  and  the  nature  of  the  article  itself, 
ic  tax  which  it  brings  to  the  Treasury  is  about  $653,000 
r  annum;  the  article  upon  witich  it  is  levied  is  one  of 
«t  uDtversal  use  and  of  most  indispensable  necessity. 
"1  lax  is  great  in  itself,  amounting  to  near  an  average 
100  per  cent,  upon  the  mass  of  the  salt  imported;  but 
I  only  by  looking  into  the  detail  of  the  tax,  its  amount 
on  difTerent  varietiea  of  aalr.  its  effect  upon  the  trade 
i  ule  of  the  article,  upon  its  importation  and  use,  and 
'  canaequences  upon  the  agriculture  of  the  country, 
*  want  rf  adequate  aupplies  of  aalt,  that  the  weight  of 
'  tax  and  the  disastrous  effects  of  its  tmpoaition  can  li; 


ascertained.  To  enable  the  Senate  to  judge  of  these  ef- 
fects and  consequences,  and  to  render  my  remarks  more 
intelligible,  T  will  read  a  Ubie  of  the  importation  of  salt 
for  the  year  1835— the  last  (hat  has  been  made  up— and 
which  is  known  to  be  a  fair  index  to  the  annual  importa- 
tions for  many  years  past.  With  the  number  of  bushels, 
and  the  name  of  the  country  from  which  the  importations 
come,  will  be  given  the  value  of  each  parcel  at  the  place 
it  was  obtained  and  the  origiqal  cost  per  bustwK 

Statemaa  of  the  gumtity  of  taU  imported  into  the  United 
Statei  duritv  the  year  1835,  vnth  the  vatue  andeott 
thereof,  per  buthe/,  at  the  place  Jntmiohieh  it  was  im- 
ported. 


Countries. 


Sweden  and  Norway 
Swedish  West  Indies  ■ 
Danish  West  Indies 
Dutch  West  Indies 
F.ngland 
Ireland  - 
Gibraltar 
Malta  ■ 

British  West  Indies 
British  Am.  Colonies  - 
France  On  Mediterranean 
Spain  on  Atlantic 
Spain  on  Mediterranean 
Portugal 

Cape  de  Verd  islands  - 
Italy 

Sicily  • 
Trieste  - 
Turkey  - 
Colombia 
Brazil  . 

Ai^ntine  RepubUo 
Afnca  - 


Number  of 
txMhels. 


8.556 
6.856 
S,351 
141  566 
3,613,077 
51,954 
17,833 
1,500 
959,786 
138,593 
33,648 
360,140 
101,000 
780,000 
8,134 
36.743 
5.786 
7,888 
9,377 
17,163 
250 
403 
5.733 


Value. 


5,735,364  655,000 


#572 
708 
366 
12,967 
412,507 
13,276 
1,385 
118 
98,497 
30,374 
3,155 
16.760 
5.443 
55,087 
751 
1,580 
156 
255 
984 
1.227 
68 
4t 
615 


Cost  per 


6j  eta. 

lOj 
Jfi 
9 

16i 


10 


7 

9  1-10 
10  1-10 


lOJ 


Hr.  B.  would  remark  that,  salt  being  brought  in  bal- 
last, the  greatest  quantity  came  from  England,  where  we 
had  the  largest  trade;  and  that  its  importation,  with  a 
tax  upon  it,  being  merely  incidental  to  trade,  this  great- 
est quantity  came  from  the  p]l>ec  where  it  cost  moat,  and 
was  of  fitr  inferior  kind.  The  salt  from  England  was 
nearly  one  half  of  the  whole  quantity  imported,  its  cost 
was  about  sixteen  cents  a  bushel,  and  its  quality  was  so 
inferior  that  neither  in  the  United  States  nor  in  Great 
Britain  could  it  be  uaed  for  curing  provisions,  Bsh,  but- 
ter, or  any  thing  that  required  long  keeping,  or  expo- 
sure to  southern  beats,  lliis  was  the  salt  commonly 
called  Liverpool.  It  was  made  by  artificial  heat,  and 
never  was,  and  never  can  be  made  pure,  as  the  mere 
agitation  of  the  boiling  prevents  (he  sepsration  of  the 
bittern  and  other  foreign  and  poisonous  ingredients  with 
which  all  salt  water,  or  even  mineral  salt,  is  more  or  less 
mpregnated.  Tlie  other  half  of  the  imported  salt  coats 
far  less  than  (he  English  salt,  and  is  infinitely  superior  to 
it;  so  far  auperior  that  the  Engliab  aalt  will  not  even 
serve  for  a  substitute  in  the  important  business  of  curing 
fish  and  flesh,  for  long  keeping  or  southern  exposure. 
This  salt  waa  made  by  the  action  of  the  sun  in  the 
latitudes  approaching  and  under  the  tropics.  We  be- 
gin to  obtain  it  in  the  West  Indies,  and  in  tai^  quan- 
tity on  Turk's  Island,  and  get  it  from  all  (he  islands  and 
coasts  under  the  sun's  track  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
to  the  Black  sea.  The  Cape  de  Verd  islands,  the  At- 
lantic and  Mediterranean  coasts  of  Spain  and  Pq^gm), 
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the  Medit«rnnean  coait  of  Fnneet  tbe  two  cout*  of 
Itftly,  the  iBlinds  in  the  Mediterraneais  the  cobbIs  of  the 
Adriktic,  the  Archipelago,  and  up  to  the  Blkck  bcs,  all 
pTodace  it  and  send  it  to  us.  The  table  which  has  been 
read  shows  that  the  original  cost  of  this  aalt— the  purest 
and  strongest  in  the  world — js  about  nine  or  ten  cents  a 
bushel  io  the  Gulfof  Mexico)  five,  six,  and  seven  cents 
on  tbe  CMSts  of  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal;  three  and 
four  cents  tn  Italy  and  the  Adriatic}  and  leu  than  ttyee 
eenti  in  Sicily.  Yet  all  this'salt  bears  one  uniform  dutyt 
it  wu  all  twenty  cents  a  busbe),  and  is  now  near  ten  cents 
sbuabel;  so  that  while  the  tax  on  the  Engliab  salt  isaliltle 
upwards  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  value,  the  same  tax  on 
all  the  other  salt  is  from  100  to  200.  and  30O,  snd  near 
400  hundred  per  cent.  The  sun-made  salt  is  chiefly 
used  in  the  great  West,  in  curing  proviaionii  the  Liver- 
pool IS  chiefly  used  on  (he  Atlantic  coaatsi  and  thus  the 

Kople»  in  difierent  aeetioni  of  the  Union*  pay  different 
grees  of  tax  upon  the  tame  articles;  and  ibat  which 
costs  least  is  taxed  most.  A  tax  ranging  to  some  hun- 
dred per  cent,  ia  in  itself  an  enormous  tax(  and  thus  the 
duty  collected  by  the  Federal  Government  from  all  the 
•  consumers  of  the  sun-mide  salt  is  in  itself  exceasivet 
aTnotmtingf  in  many  instances,  to  double,  treble,  or  even 
quadruple,  the  original  coat  of  the  article.  Thia  ia  an 
enormity  of  taxation  which  strikes  tbe  mind  at  the 
first  blush;  hut  it  is  only  the  beginning  of  tbe  enormity, 
the  extent  of  which  ia  only  discoverable  in  tracing  its  ef* 
fects  to  all  their  diversified  and  injurious  consequences. 
In  tbe  first  place,  it  checks  and  prevents  the  importation 
of  the  aalt.  Coming  aa  ballast,  and  not  aa  an  article  of 
commerce  on  which  profit  ia  to  be  made,  the  shipper 
cannot  bring  it  except  be  is  supplied  with  money  to  pay 
tbe  duty,  or  surrenders  it  into  tbe  hands  of  salt  dealers, 
OD  landing,  to  go  his  security  for  the  payment  of  the  duty. 
Thus  tbe  importation  of  the  article  is  itself  checked;  and 
this  check  operates  wilb  the  greatest  force  in  all  cases 
where  the  original  price  of  the  aalt  waa  least  t  and,  there- 
fore, where  it  operates  most  injuriously  to  the  country. 

In  all  such  cases  the  tax  operates  as  a  prohibition  to 
use  aalt  as  ballast,  and  checks  its  importation  Trum  all  the 
placea  of  its  production  nearest  the  aun'a  track,  from  the 
Guir  of  Mexico  to  Comtantinople.  In  tbe  next  place,  tbe 
imposition  of  the  lax  throws  the  aalt  into  the  hands  of  an 
intermediate  aet  of  dealers  in  (he  seaports,  who  either 
advance  the  duty,  or  go  security  for  it,  and  who  thus 
become  possessed  of  nearly  all  the  salt  which  ia  im- 
ported.   A  few  persons  employed  in  this  business  en- 

Sroas  the  salt,  and  fix  the  price  for  all  in  the  market,  and 
X  it  higher  or  lower,  not  according  to  the  cost  of  the 
article,  but  according  to  the  neceiiitieaof  the  country, 
and  tbe  quantity  on  nand,  and  the  season  of  the  year. 
The  prices  at  which  they  fix  it  are  known  to  all  pur- 
chasers, and  may  be  seen  in  all  prices  cflrrent.  It  ia 
generally,  tn  the  case  of  alum  salt,  four,  five,  ten,  or  fif- 
teen times  aa  much  as  it  cost.  It  is  generally  forty,  or 
'fifty,  or  sixty  cents  a  bushel,  and  nearly  the  same  price 
for  all  aorts,  without  any  reference  to  the  original  coat, 
whether  it  cost  three  eent%  or  five  cents,  or  ten  cents, 
or  fifteen  cents,  a  huahel.  About  one  uniform  price  is 
put  on  the  whole,  and  the  purcliaaer  has  to  submit  to  the 
impoailion.  This  results  from  the  eflTect  of  the  tax, 
throwing  (he  article,  which  is  nothing  but  ballitst,  into 
tbe  hands  of  salt  dealers.  The  importer  does  nut  bring 
more  money  than  the  salt  is  worth,  to  pay  the  dutyt  he 
does  not  come  prepared  to  pay  a  heavy  duty  on  hia  bsl- 
laat)  he  has  to  depend  upon  raising  the  money  forpa>ing 
the  duty  after  he  arrives  in  the  United  Stalest  and  this 
throws  him  into  tbe  hands  of  the  salt  dealer,  and  sub  jects 
the  country  purchaser  to  all  the  fair  charges  attending 
this  change  of  hands,  and  this  establiahment  of  an  inter- 
mediate dealer,  who  must  have  bis  profits,  and  also  to  all 
tbe  additional  exactions  which  he  may  cbooie  to  make. 


Tbiishouldnotbe.  There ahouM be nocotfs, nor cbar^ 
nor  intermediate  profits,  on  such  an  article  as  sail.  It 
comes  as  ballast— aa  ballaat  it  should  he  handed  out— 
should  be  handed  from  the  ship  to  the  steamboat — should 
eacape  port  cba^s  and  intermediate  profiUt  and  this 
would  be  tbe  caae  If  the  duly  waa  abolished.  Thas  tbe 
charges,  costs,  profits,  and  exactions,  in  conseqnence 
of  the  tax,  are  greater  than  the  tax  itself.  But  this  is 
not  all;  a  further  injury,  resulting  from  the  tax,  is  yet  to 
be  inflicted  upon  tbe  consumer.  It  is  well  known  that  tba 
measured  bushel  of  alum  salt — and  all  aun-made  salt  is 
alum  salt— it  is  well  known  that  a  bushel  of  thia  salt 
weigha  about  eighty-fcur  pounds;  yet  the  cuslom-booae 
buanet  goes  by  weight,  and  not  by  measure,  and  fifty-wc 
pounds  is  there  tbe  bushel.  Thus  theconsunner,  in  coo- 
sequence  ofbaving  the  salt  aent  through  the  cuatom-hoot^ 
is  shifted  from  the  measured  to  the  weighed  buabel,  and 
losei  twenty-eight  pounds  by  the  operation.  But  this  is 
not  his  whole  losat  the  intermediate  aalt  dealer  deducti 
six  pounds  more,  and  gives  fifty  pounds  for  tbe  bu^It 
and  thusthis  taxed  and  custom-housed  article,  after  paying 
some  hundred  per  cent,  to  the  Government,  and  several 
hundred  per  cenr.  more  to  the  regraters,  ia  worked  into 
a  loss  of  thirty-four  pounds  on  every  bushel.  All  these 
kttsea  and  impositions  would  vaniah,  if  «ah  was  freed  Ami 
tbe  necessity  of  psssing  the  custom-bouseat  and  to  do  that, 
it  must  be  freed  in  toto  from  taxation.  The  atighl^t  duty 
would  operate  nearly  the  whole  mischief;  fqr  it  would 
throw  the  article  into  the  hsnds  of  regratera,  and  wooJd 
substitute  the  weighed  for  tbe  messured  bushel. 

Such  are  the  direct  injuries  of  the  salt  tax;  a  tax  enor- 
moUB  in  itself,  disproportionate  in  its  application  to  tbe 
same  article  in  difierent  parts  of  the  Union,  and  bcatriag 
hardest  upon  Uut  kind  which  ia  cheapest,  beat,  and  Bost 
indispensable.  I'he  levy  to  the  Government  it  cmt- 
mous,  $650,000  per  annum  upon  an  article  only  wortk 
about  $600,000;  but  what  tbe  Government  receivea  is  a 
trifle,  compared  to  what  is  exacted  by  the  regraler— what 
islostinthe  diffierence  between  the  weighed  and  the  mraa> 
ured  bushel — and  (be  loss  which  the  farmer  austaiasfiBr 
want  of  adequate  suppliea  of  salt  for  his  atock,  and  tbdr 
food.  Assuming  tbe  Government  lax  to  be  ten  ocMs  a 
bushel,  the  average  coal  of  alum  salt  Io  be  seven  cents,  and 
the  rrgraler'a  price  to  be  fifty  cents,  and  it  it  clear  that  be 
receives  upwarda  of  three  times  as  much  as  tbe  Govern- 
ment  doesi  and  that  the  tribute  to  those  regrstera  is  near 
two  millions  of  dollars  per  annum.  Assumii^,  again, 
that  thirty-four  pounds  in  tbe  bushel  are  lost  to  tbe  can* 
sumer  in  the  substitution  of  tbe  weighed  for  the  neasar* 
ed  bushel,  and  here  is  another  loai  amounlii^  to  nearly 
three  eighths  of  the  value  of  the  salt;  that  ia  to  aay,  t« 
about  $350,000  on  an  importation  of  $650,000  worth. 

These  detailed  views  of  the  operation  and  effects  ef 
the  salt  duty,  continued  Mr.  U.,  place  the  burdem  of 
that  tax  in  the  moat  odious  and  revolting  lightt  bat  the 
picture  is  not  yet  complete;  two  other  features  are  to  be 
introduced  into  it,  each  of  which,  aeparalely,  and  still 
more,  both  put  together,  go  far  to  double  its  enoroitf, 
and  to  cariy  the  iniquity  of  sucb  a  tax  up  to  the  vny 
verge  of  criminality  and  ainfulness.  Tbe  first  of  tbcae 
ff  aiures  is,  in  the  loss  which  the  farmers  sustain  for  wsel 
of  adequate  suppliea  of  talt  for  their  stock;  and  the  see* 
ond,  from  (he  fact  that  the  duty  is  a  one-sided  tax, 
being  imposed  only  on  aome  acctiuns  of  the  Union,  vd 
not  at  all  upon  another  aection  of  the  Union. 

A  few  detaita  will  verify  these  sdditional  featore^ 
First,  aa  to  the  loss  which  the  country  suataina  for  wairt 
of  adequate  supplies  of  sail.  Every  practical  man  kaav* 
thai  every  description  of  stock  require*  sallt  bogl^  hsr* 
ses,  cattle,  sheep;  and  that  all  the  prepared  food  of  oi* 
tie  requires  it  also— hay,  fodder,  clover,  ahuckx,  &c.  In 
England  it  is  asceruined,  by  exMi;ience,  that  abecp  it- 
qu-tre.  each,  halfa  I«B^i?e?SfO^FbgK^J^ 
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mdfi  or  halTk  euMora-houM  bushel,  per  innumi  cowi 
qoire  t  baibel  and  a  lulf  per  uinunt  young  mile  a 
ahelj  dntigAt  boraes  and  dratigbt  eittle  a  busheh 
Itt  ind  young  cattle  Trom  three  peckt  to  «  buihel 
eh  per  snnumt  and  it  vai  computed  in  Enf^UncI,  he- 
re (he  ibolilion  of  the  salt  tax  there,  that  the  stock  of 
t  ZngYah  brmera,  for  want  of  adequate  supplies  of 
It,  vst  injured  to  an  annual  amount  far  beyond  the 
odaet  of  ihe  tax.  Dr.  Young-,  before  a  committee  of 
e  British  House  of  Commons,  and  upon  oath,  testified 
bii  beKef  that  the  uae  of  salt,  free  of  tax,  would  bene- 
ibe  aKricultural  interest,  tn  the  Increased  nlue  of 
«ir  stock  alone,  to  the  annual  amount  of  three  millions 
trJing;  near  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  Suchwaslheln- 
tiy  of  the  salt  tax  in  England  to  the  agrieutlural  interest, 
the  imgle  article  of  stock.  What  the  injury  might  be 
I  the  agricultural  interest  in  the  United  States,  on  the 
use  srticle,  onaccount  of  the  stinted  use  of  sal',  occssion- 
i  by  the  tsz,  might  be  vaguely  conceired  from  general 
tnerration  and  a  few  eatablisbed  facts.  In  the  first  place 
»o  known  to  erery  body  that  stock  in  our  country  wu 
mtedror  saltt  that  neither  hogs,  horses,  cattle,  nor  sheep, 
cceivrd  any  thing  near  the  quantity  found  by  experience 
a  be  necessary  in  England)  and,  as  for  their  food,  that 
Mle  or  no  salt  was  put  upon  it  in  the  United  Stalest 
rbile,  in  England,  ten  or  fifleen  pounds  of  salt  to  the 
Mofbay,  clover,  &c.,  was  used  in  curing  it.  Tsfcinga 
ttflebnndt  of  th«  atock  of  the  United  Stales,  that  of 
^ep,  aid  more  decided  eridenee  of  Ihe  deplorable  de- 
Sciencf  of  salt  can  be  produced.  The  sheep  in  the  Uni- 
Kd  Slates  were  computed  by  the  wool  growers,  in  1832, 
a  iheir  petitions  to  Congres?,  at  twenty  millions;  this 
■imber,  at  half  a  bushel  each,  would  require  about  ten 
■itVioMof  httiheU;  now,  the  whole  supply  of  salt  in  the 
United  Stales,  both  home-made  and  imported,  barely  ex- 
ceeds ten  milRonsi  so  lhat»  if  the  sheep  reeeired  an  sde- 
^1*]'  ^f^P^t  there  would  not  remain  a  pound  for  any 
Wner  purpme.  of  course,  the  sheep  did  not  receive  an 
MWl^e  supply,  nor  perhaps  the  fourth  part  of  what 
•Mpecemiyj  and  so  of  all  other  slock.  To  give  an 
op'niM  of  (he  toUl  loss  to  the  sgricultural  interest  in  the 
Urattti  Stalea,  for  want  of  the  free  use  of  this  article, 
*«la  require  the  minute,  comprehensive,  sagacious, 
■w  pecolitr  turn  of  mind  of  Dr.  Young;  but  it  may  be 
•uficient  for  the  argument,  and  for  all  practical  purno. 
1^  >o  aname  thai  our  loss,  in  proportion  to  Ihe  number 
M  our  stock,  is  greater  than  that  of  tbe  English  farmery 
w»  »mo«nti  to  fifteen  or  twenty  tinea  the  value  of  Ihe 
hi  iiieir! 

the  duty  upon  salt  is  a  onesided  tax— a  lax  upon 
•W««c6oi»  of  the  Union,  and  not  upon  other  parts— 
Irom  Ihe  fishing  bounties  and  allowances,  which 
««My  applicable  lo  the  Nortbeattern  States.  These 
bM»!!?  *^  «llowancea  are  founded  upon  the  salt  tax.  and 
pweed  upon  the  assumption  of  reimbursing  to  the  fish- 
If.imerMt  the  amount  of  the  duty  paid  upon  the  salt 

DniiH  a""*  "P*"*  ****  ei'po'^ed  '''■o™ 

Ufa)  k  ilr'^*'  ^pon  this  assumption,  about  six  millions 
T?*!  of  dollars  have  been  drawn  from  the  federal 
cf^!2'J^  ****  payment  !s  still  going  on  at  tbe  rate 
ei,™"»«^000  per  annum.  Our  constitution  de- 
iaawl;  1 J  **  not,  Ihe  first  principles  of  common 
UnitT  *  o  prescribe,  that  taxes  and  duties  should  be 
n«H^™ .  "1""'  'hroughout  the  Uniont  but  here  is  no 
lo  he  J',  "o  equality.  The  whole  tax  that  ia  assumed 
wct'on  of  the  Union,  and  far  more  than 
WuiJwl^  '"'*''  "  'efunded  to  that  quarteri  not  a  cent  is 
"hit  iT.  of  the  Union.  Thus 

Do  t,,  ,  ^T'*?''""  sections  of  the  Union,  is 

lew, '  '  Ihe  contrary,  a  nioney.niiiking  busi* 

lutiiwal  quarter.    Thia  is  un)usti  it  is  unconsti- 

l^kmLl^  odious  and  reprehennble.   Formerly,  at 
■"PPWwoa  of  tbe  lilt  tax,  in  Nr.  Jefferson's  time. 


the  fishing  bounties  and  allowances  were  aboli^edt  and 
in  a  bill  which  I  myself  Introduced  for  the  auppreaiion 
of  the  tax  some  years  ago,  the  abolition  of  these  bountiea 
and  allowances  was  made  part  of  its  enactmeotsi  but 
opposition  was  made  to  it  in  the  Senate;  and  in  the  par- 
tial reduction  of  the  tax  which  took  place  in  tbe  bill 
from  tlie  House  of  Representatives,  no  corresponding 
diminution  had  been  made  in  the  fishing  bounties  and 
allowances.  The  present  proposition  lo  abolish,  tbe  tslt 
tax  made  no  alteration  in  tbeae  bountiea  and  allowances. 
They  were  pemitted  to  aland,  alibonghthewholefounda- 
tion  might  be  removed  on  which  they  rested.  Without 
admitting  Ihe  equity  of  this  forbearance,  1  am  not  dia> 
posed  to  depart  from  it.  I  ahall  make  no  motion  to 
abolish  iheae  allowanoest  but  I  draw  an  argument  from 
it,  addressed  both  to  our  fellow -citizens  of  Ihe  North- 
east and  to  those  of  the  other  sections  of  the  Uaioni  it 
is  an  argument  addressed  to  the  equity  of  one  side  to  re- 
linquish, and  to  Ihe  injured  righta  of  Ihe  other  to  de- 
mand the  repeal  of  a  tax,  which  is  a  tax  on  aone  quar- 
ters of  the  Union,  and  not  on  another  parti  which  is  a 
burden  so  unequal,  ao  unjust,  so  partial,  so  contrary  to 
the  declarations  of  the  constitution,  and  so  incompatible 
with  the  principles  of  laxation  in  a  country  of  equal 
laws  and  equal  rights. 

I  think  reasons  enough  have  been  given  for  Ihe  aboli- 
tion of  this  taxt  but  another  reason  remain*  to  be  advan- 
ced. There  la  a  compromise  in  thia  caw  also— a  com- 
pact— a  Irargain— for  thia  aboliliont  one  well  known  to 
our  legpslative  history,  and  as  binding  on  tbe  honor  of 
the  parlies  as  any  such  compromise  can  ever  be.  The 
present  duty  was  imposed  on  a  pledge  to  be  taken  off*  in 
a  certain  contingency,  which  contingency  has  long  since 
happened.  The  circumstances  are  these,  and  they  will 
be  recollected  by  some  now  present  on  this  floori  and 
if  their  memories  fail  them,  recorded  evidence  will  aup- 
ply  the  defect.  The  breaking  out  of  tbe  late  war  with 
Great  Britain  found  thia  article  free  of  taXt  it  had  been 
made  free  in  Mr.  JeflTerson's  time,  and  remained  so  at 
Ihe  breaking  out  of  the  war.  As  a  consequence  of  In- 
creased  expenses,  new  taxes  were  resorted  to  for  the 
support  of  th.e  war)  and  it  was  proposed  to  revive  tbe 
duty  of  twenty  cents  per  bushel  on  imported  salt.  The 
imposition  of  the  tax  was  vehemeatly  resisted,  but  finally 
carried.  The  Cato  of  America,  the  patriarch^  Mr. 
Macon,  though  in  favw  of  tbe  war,  and  of  the  measarea 
to  make  it  successful,  resisted  to  the  last  Ihe  imposition 
of  this  lax,  which  was  finally  carried  by  tbe  smalt  ma- 
jority of  twenty-two  votes.  It  was  nut  until  a  year  after 
the  war  was  declared,  and  when  the  Treasury  was  driv- 
en to  extremity  for  money,  that  a  tax  on  this  article  of 
prime  necessity  could  be  imposed.  The  war  was  de- 
clared in  July,  1813|  the  aslt  tax  was  imposed  in  July, 
1813 1  and  then  as  s  war  tax,  aa  a  temporary  measure, 
to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  war  wilb  Great  Britain, 
"and  for  one  year  after  its  termination."  So  ssys  Ihe 
statute.  The  war  terminated  in  February,  1815,  and  in 
February,  1816,  the  tax  on  salt  should  have  ceased)  but 
a  heavy  debt  had  been  incurred  by  the  vrar;  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  taxes  to  pay  that  deht{  and  Ihe  salt 
lax,  among  others,  was  continued  for  that  purpose,  upon 
the  most  solemn  assurances  of  being  abolished  when  tbe 
war  debt  was  paid.  This  event  has  now  occurred.  The 
war  debt  is  paid.  Tbe  contingency  fur  Ihe  abolition  of 
the  tax  has  again  happenedi  and  the  fulfilment  of  tbe 
pledges  so  solemnly  pledged  is  now  as  solemnly  demanded. 

These  being  the  great  and  cogent  reasons  for  aboliah- 
ing  the  duly  on  this  article  of  prime  neceuity,  the  ques- 
tion presents  itself,  what  are  the  opposing  reasons?  what 
can  be  said  sgainst  it'  To  thia  qucalion  we  find  it  an- 
swered by  the  speakers  on  the  other  nde,  [Messrs.  CaK- 
Bova  and  PaxBTOHr,]  that  the  act  of^SSS  foririds  ilt 
and  by  another,  [Mr.  DarOiJtiaatbtlKdl^dil^li^tteB 
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and  tllowinoei  will  be  endangered,  and  that  the  protec- 
tion due  to  tlie  nit  manufactorieB  will  be  withdrawn 
from  them.  To  two  of  those  reasons,  rull  and  explicit 
antwert  bare  already  been  given.  The  act  of  183S, 
■0  far  as  it  attempts  to  tie  up  the  hands  of  Conrresa 
for  nine  years,  and  to  preTcnt  them  from  perform- 
ing a  constitutional  duty  within  that  time,  is  a  nullity. 
Ai  Boch  it  has  already  been  treated*  and  that  by  the 
Identical  persons  now  compMing  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Repreaentatirei.  In  the  month  ef  June  last,  and  by 
ft  clear  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  two  Houses,  approved 
by  the  Prerident,  the  duties  on  wines,  then  far  above 
So  per  cent.,  and  in  some  instances  100  per  cent.,  were 
reduced  one  half.  This  was  done  in  open  contravention 
of  the  terma  of  the  compromise  lawt  and  it  a  legal  dec- 
laration, by  each  House  and  by  the  Pretideot,  Ihit  there 
is  nothing  m  that  act  which  can  arrest  orought  toarrest 
the  action  of  Congress,  when  it  thinks  proper  to  act. 
Besides,  eompramiae  can  be  quoted  in  favor  of  Ihia  re- 
duction also;  for  the  duty  was  revived,  as  has  been  shown, 
as  a  temporary  imposition — as  a  war  tai— only  to  con- 
tinue till  the  war  with  Great  Britain  was  over,  and  after- 
wards until  the  war  debt  was  paid,  and  wilh  explicit 
pledKCS  then  to  be  taken  off. 

With  respect  to  the  fishing  bounties  and  altowaneeit 
the  bill  does  not  propose  to  touch  themt  and  it  It  un- 
necessary to  conjure  up,  through  the  medium  of  alarm, 
an  opposition  from  the  fishing  interest  on  that  account. 
Their  interest  is  untouched;  why  can  they  not  beauietf 
Why  not  let  this  bill  passF—this  bill,  which  relieves 
others,  and  injures  not  them.  Some  yearsagoltnovedlhe 
abolition  of  these  fishing  allowances,  as  a  wquence  to  the 
abolition  of  the  salt  duly.  The  whole  fishing  interest 
rote  up  against  itf  and  at  Ibit  I  did  not  marvel  much, 
for  it  touched  their  interetti.  Now,  we  propose  to 
atxrfi^  the  lax,  and  let  the  fishing  bountiea  stand;  the 
Senator  from  Hatsachusetit  [Hr.  Divia]  objectii  and  at 
thit  I  marvel  greatly  t  for  it  does  not  touch  the  interest 
of  his  constituents.  Thus,  the  fishermen  rise  up  against 
ui,  whether  we  disturb  them  or  not;  so  that  there  is  no 
way  to  relieve  ourselves  without  exciting  their  opposi- 
tion.  We  have  to  encounter  their  opposition,  whether 
we  disturb  their  interest  or  nott  and,  this  betngthe  case, 
they  will  have  nobody  but  themaelvea  to  bUme  if,  un* 
•ucceMful  in  our  attempt  to  abolish  the  duly  now,  with- 
out touching  the  allowances  founded  upon  it,  we  should, 
at  the  next  session,  at  the  introduction  of  another  bill, 
copy  the  act  which  was  passed  in  Mr.  JefTeraon's  time, 
and  proceed  against  the  whole  together 

The  third  objection  hai  not  been  answered,  and  re- 
quire! something  more  of  development  and  detail.  It 
invoket  the  principle  of  the  protective  policy  for  the 
preiervalion  of  thia  duty,  and  calls  on  the  friends  of  that 
policy  to  rally  in  its  defence.  Claiming  to  be  a  friend 
to  the  domestic  industry  of  the  country  myself,  and  al- 
ways voting  in  favor  of  protection  to  it  as  incidental  to 
the  revenue-raising  power,  when  proper  occasions  are 
presented,  I  have  now  to  inquire  whether  the  contin- 
uance of  this  duty  can  be  vindicated  on  that  principle.  I 
maintain  that  it  cannot)  and  appeal  to  all  the  recognised 
principles  of  the  protective  policy  for  the  correctness  of 
this  opinion.  What  are  those  principles?  They  are, 
first,  that  the  protected  article  must  be  a  necessary  of 
life,  for  the  production  of  which  we  should  be  independ- 
ent, if  we  can,  of  foreign  nations.  Secondly,  that  it 
must  be  an  article  requiring  skill  and  capital  in  its  pro- 
duction, and,  therefore,  necessary  to  be  shielded,  during 
its  infancy,  from  rivalship  of  perfected  skill  and  accumu- 
lated capital  in  old  cooniries.  Thifdiy,  that,  with  rea- 
sonable protection,  for  a  reasonable  lime,  the  domestic 
manufiusture  will  become  established,  and  will  supply 
the  country  with  'the  tame  article,  better  and  cheaper 
than  it  eoroea  from  abroad. 
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These  are  the  principles  on  which  the  protective  put* 
icy  restst  snd  now  let  us  test  their  application  to  the  sn 
tide  in  question.  In  the  first  place,  it  it  a  necessary  of 
life?  To  that  the  answer  it  sRirmative,  and  the  test,  in 
Ibis  particulir,  is  favorable.  In  the  next  place,  is  it  sn 
article  requiring  skill  and  capital  in  the  manufacture?  To 
this  the  answer  is,  that  with  respect  to  the  skill,  none  ti 
requisite;  that  either  in  making  salt  by  artificial  heat  or 
sdar  evaporation,  the  process  it  to  simple  that  tbe  raereit 
ignoramus  can  perform  it|  with  respect  to  capitati  wheth- 
er by  sinking  wells  In  the  interior  of  the  country,  or  lift* 
ing  water  from  tbe  tea  on  the  maritioie  coast«  very  little 
capital  is  necessary;  and  at  these  two  points  the  test  falls, 
and  the  protection  vanishes.  Thirdly,  will  reasonable 
protection,  for  a  reasonable  time,  secure  an  adequat« 
supply  ofthedomestiearticlechesper  or  better,  or  even 
as  good  and  as  cheap,  as  tbe  foreign  article?  And  here 
the  test  becomes  utterly  fatal  to  the  claim  of  protection. 
For  the  salt  duties,  wilh  a  brief  intermission  ol  six  years— 
from  1807  to  1813 — have  now  continued  almost  half  a 
century,  and  at  tbe  enormous  rate  of  several  hundred 
per  cent. ;  and  the  domestic  supply  is  utterly  deficient  in 
quantity,  and  still  more  in  quality,  and  far  higher  thin 
the  foreign  in  price.  Upwards  of  half  tbe  salt  used  in 
the  country  is  ttill  obtained  from  abroad;  the  whole  of  that 
uaed  in  the  provision  trade  is  atill  so  obtained;  and  the 
price  of  the  home-made  article  is  often  30,  40,  or  50  cents 
for  the  regrater'a  bushel  of  50  pounds — in  reality  about 
two  pecks  and  a  half — while  the  foreign  articlr.especially 
the  pure  alum  salt,  costs  originally  from  3  cents  to  about 
9  cents  for  the  measured  bushel  of  about  eighty-four 
pounds;  and,  coming  as  ballast,  it  would  cost  no  more, 
were  it  not  for  the  duty,  in  the  seaport  towna  of  the 
United  Slates,  than  it  does  at  the  place  of  its  productioa. 
Thia  teat  is  fatal.  Of  common  salt,  near  fiAy  year^  ex- 
travagant protection  hat  not  produced  any  adequate 
quantity — not  more  than  about  five  millions  of  buUtels 
per  annum,  which  is  only  half  enough  for  the  sheep 
alone  of  the  country.  Of  alum  salt,  it  may  be  assumed 
that  none  ii  madot  for,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  there 
is  none;  the  establish ments  on  some  parts  of  the  New 
l^ngland  coasts  only  supplying  a  neighborhood  demsnd. 
In  the  Great  West,  where  it  la  most  needed,  and  where 
it  ia  indispensable  to  the  provision  trade,  not  a  poond  of 
solar-made  alum  aalt  is  produced.  This  is  enough;  but  a 
further  view  yet  remains  to  be  taken.  Tbe  »wt  manu- 
factories in  the  United  States  are  divided  into  two  ciais- 
esi  those  of  the  interior,  which  draw  water  from  wells 
and  boil  it;  and  those  of  the  maritime  coast,  which  lilt  it 
from  the  sea,  and  evaporate  It  by  the  heat  of  tbe  si». 
The  former  are  protected  by  distance;  the  latter  have 
had  it  long  enough;  and  if  they  cannot  now  naod 
alone,  let  them  nil.  It  is  no  part  of  the  protec- 
tive policy  to  perpetuate  protection,  to  increase  pri- 
vate profits,  without  accomplishing  the  national  ob- 
ject of  procuring  a  home  supply  on  cheaper  and  better 
terms  than  from  abroad.  Protective  dutiea  were  never 
intended  to  pamper  private  cupidity,  at  tbe  expense  of 
public  good.  They  were  not  invented  to  pcipeioateud 
accumulate  private  wealth,  but  to  promote  and  diffese 
public  benefits.  Wlien  they  fail  or  cease  to  pronott 
the  public  good,  the  reason  for  them  ceases.  FinaltTt 
ihe  present  duty  was  not  laid  for  protection,  but  far 
revenue.  It  was  solely,  and  in  all  the  periods  of  its 
position,  simply  and  exclusively  a  revenue  measoK. 
The  original  duty  of  six  cents  a  bushel  was  laid  in  178S^ 
along  with  other  duties,  to  raise  money  to  disdiarge  (he 
debt  of  the  Bevdution,  and  to  deftay  the  expentesaf  tfn 
Government.  It  was  raised  to  tweniy  cents  per  bmW 
in  1797,  in  the  time  of  the  elder  Hr.  Adams,  and  to  aid  I* 
defraying  the  expenses  of  the  preparations  ocearioncJij 
the  prospect  of  a  war  with  Prance*  BeingfOpM^ia 
in  th«  time  of  Mr.  Je%^cf|,ffarC^O^^ 
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wtr  tax,  to  continue  during  the  war,  and  for  one  year 
after  Its  termination.  At  the  end  of  Ibe  war  it  was  con- 
tinued, with  other  taxes,  to  pay  the  debt  oF  the  war. 
Thus  all  claim  to  the  continuance  of  the  tax,  as  a  protec- 
tion due  to  the  tnanuhcturers  of  salt,  entirely  vanishes, 
and  leares  that  u-gunwnt  without  a  particle  of  Founda- 
ti<Hi  to  rest  upon. 

It  is  now  above  eight  years  (continued  Mr.  B.)  since  I 
began  this  war  upon  the  salt  tax.  When  I  first  began 
ir,  the  venerable  and  venerated  Mr.  Macon  was  a  mem- 
bar  of  this  body.  Prom  his  detestation  of  this  tax  I 
learnt  to  abhor  itt  and  to  bts  sagacious  mind,  to  his  cn< 
lightened  experience,  and  to  bis  philosophical  observa* 
tion,  I  am  indcbted'for  many  of  the  arguments  which  I 
have  used  against  it.  I  was,  comparatively,  young  and 
aangu'ine;  be  aged  and  considerate.  I  expected  my 
apeecbes  to  put  down  the  taxi  he  counted  but  little  on 
the  effect  of  apeecbes  against  interest  and  numbers.  On 
one  occasion,  when  I  had  signally  foiled  or  my  expected 
remits,  geltiimf  do  votea  in  return  for  many  good  argu- 
menta,  he  said  to  me,  in  the  tone  of  despair,  that  we 
ahould  never  succeed:  New  York  and  her  forty  votea 
was  against  us.  Thi9,indeed,Vasdiseouragingpt  brought 
him  to  despair,  and  me  to  doubt.  But  despair  now  Van- 
ishes; hope  breaks  int  light  appears  in  the  very  quarter 
where  lately  the  black  cloud  hung.  New  York  is  for  usi 
and  this  very  movement — this  bill  itself,  for  the  instant 
and  total  abolition  of  the  impious  tax—is  a  New  York 
movement.  ■  The  Senator  from  that  State,  chairman  oF 
tbe  Committee  on  Finance,  [Mr.  Wbisbt,]  brings  in  the 
bit).  He  supports  it  with  the  distinguished  ability  and 
the  disinterested  zeal  which  illustrate  his  character. 
His  exposition,  at  tbe  presentation  oF  his  bill,  was  the 
guarantee  of  its  successt  and  I  sent  oif  that  expoailron, 
as  a  tribute  worthy  to  be  offered,  to  him  who  was  the 
oldest  and  noblest  opponent  oF  unjust  taxation,  and  the 
wiseat  and  stradiest  friend  oF  (he  rights  of  the  people. 
He  sent  me  baek,  in  reply,  these  ebuaeteristic  words: 
that  the  repeal  of  this  tax  would  be  a  proof  that  righle> 
ouancss  had  nnt  yet  left  the  earth.  To  the  good  work, 
tfaen,  let  ua  all  stand.  Cheerily,  let  us  stand  to  it.  Let 
us  suppress  this  odious  tax.  PresiJent  Jackson,  in  his 
last  annual  message,  recommenda  the  laikt  New  York 
leads  off*;  Macon  bestows  bis  benediction)  the  productive 
clasKS  await  the  result.  And  in  this  Rrst  movement — 
this  auspieioua  commencement — we  all  see  the  earnest 
of  tbe  future,  and  the  wisdom  of  that  policy  which  has 
taken,  for  our  next  President,  tbe  fKend  and  supporter 
of  tbe  present  onei  and  taken  bim  From  a  State  whose 
lead  is  as  powerful  and  efficacious  as  it  is  patriotic  and 
judicious. 

When  Mr.  Bsstoit  sat  down, 

Mr.  DAVIS  obuined  the  floor,  and  was  about  to  ad- 
dreti  tbe  Senate,  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEBSTER, 
Tbe  Senate  adjourned. 

WkDRISSAT,  FlBBUlRT  22. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Indian  department  fur  1837. 

Hr.  W.  explained,  at  some  length,  the  various  provis- 
ions of  the  bilti  and  the  several  amendments  to  the  bill 
proposed  by  the  committee  were  considered  and  adopted. 

Messrs.  SEVIER,  LINN,  CALHOUN,  and  TIPTON, 
participated  in  a  discussion,  chiefly  relathig  to  tbe-remo- 
val  and  location  oF  tbe  Indians. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  bill  was  amended  so 
aa  to  authorize  the  removal  of  tbe  Indians  to  the  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  generally,  instead  of  southwest  of  the 
ArkansM. 


The  bill,  having  been  still  further  amended,  on  motions 
of  Messrs.  SEVIER  and  WHITE,  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

AAer  taking  up  and  coniiderlng  two  or  three  other 
bills. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

Thcbsdat,  Fkhbuary  23. 
REDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
reduce  Ibe  duties  on  certain  importtt  and  the  question 
being  on  the  motion  oF  Mr.  Davis  to  strike  From  the 
bill  the  article  of  common  salt,  the  effect  of  which  is  to 
retain  the  protecting  duty  now  levied  on  that  article — 

Mr.  DAVIS  rose  and  said,  that  as  the  motion  had,  on 
a  Former  day,  called  Forth  much  discussion  in  opposition, 
he  felt  bound  to  justify  himselF  in  proposing  it;  and  he 
would  here  take  the  occasion  to  say  that  he  was  gratified 
Ihst  this  bill,  instead  of  sleeping  on  the  file^  bad  been 
brought  under  difcuasion,  For  two  reasons: 

First.  The  revenue  was  greater  than  the  demands  of 
the  United  States  required,  and  therefore  oujtht  to  be 
reduced)  and,  as  he  approved  of  most  oF  this  bill,  he  wsi 
anxious  to  give  it  his  support.  He  should  do  so,  if  it  re- 
ceived some  modifications,  so  ss  to  save  a  large  body  of 
the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  from  a  sudden,  unexpected, 
and  probably  a  great  reverse  of  their  affiiirs. 

Second.  If  tbe  bill  passed  in  iu  present  form,  it  would 
be  a  distinct  declaration  to  tbe  country  that  the  policy  of 
the  coming  administration  would  be  to  agitate  this  sub- 
ject, and  to  revive  the  struggles  of  the  opponng  sections 
of  the  country,  which  had  tor  a  time  subrided.  If  this 
was  to  be  the  policy,  he  was  gratified  to  have  it  thus 
esriy  announced]  for  those  who  had  spread  their  canvasa 
to  catch  the  breeze  could  reef  or  take  in  sail  beFore  the 
political  storm  reached  tbem.  It  waa  better  to  be  ad> 
vised  of  its  approach  than  to  be  suddenly  overwhelmed 
by  its  violence.  He  had  nothing  to  regret  in  seeing  this 
subject  under  consideration,  though  he  should  press  for 
some  amendments  which  he  deemed  important.  He 
should  not,  in  his  remsrk?,  touch  upon  the  general  sub* 
ject  of  protecting  the  great  industry  oF  the  country,  but 
sliould  confine  himselF  to  the  matter  in  band,  and  would 
show  distinctly  that  common  salt  had  long  been  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  Statesi  that  it  hsd  on  several  occa- 
sions been  countenanced  by  the  Federal  Government; 
that  a  large  capital  was  employed  in  it|  that  (be  duty 
was  now  more  than  twenty  per  cenl.t  that  it  falls  within 
tbe  provisions  of  the  act  of  1833,  commonly  called  the 
compromise  act,  and  consequen'ly  Cinnot  be  retained  in 
Ih^s  bill  without  modifying  the  terms  oF  that  set,  which 
some  gentlemen  at  least  aflirm  to  be  sacred.  If  he 
proved  all  thia,  be  felt  well  aasured  that  this  bill,  if  it 
became  a  law,  making  common  salt  free  of  duty,  must  be 
held  by  the  country  as  a  declaration  which  could  not  be 
misunderstood  1  that  the  tariff  oF  dutiea  was  to  be  the 
subject  of  political  agitation  at  Future  sessions  as  well  as 
at  this. 

The  time  was  when  it  was  deemed  high  snd  patriotic 
service  to  the  country  to  promote  the  manuFacture  uF 
salt.  All  admit  it  to  be  an  arilcle  oF  the  first  necessity, 
as  it  enters  into  the  consumption  oF  man  and  beast{  snd 
oF  univenal  necesstily.  For  ine  laws  of  our  natures  make 
it  almost  ss  indispensable  to  our  existence  ai  the  air  we 
breathe.  Thia  was  early  urged  as  a  reason  why  we 
should  not  rely  upon  the  uncertain  supplies  afforded 
From  foreign  countries  by  commerce,  wtiich  is  liable  at 
all  times  to  be  interrupted  by  wars  snd  restrictions, 
but  should  hare  supplies  afforded  from  our  own  produc- 
tion, which  would  be  certain  and  unfailing  in  all  conlin- 

^bii'matter  vu  brougleltltftllwQQQgl^l  ution- 
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ary  war.  Commerce  was  broken  up,  and  the  supplies 
so  utterly  railed  that  the  privation  and  distress  was  great, 
>t  the  journal  of  the  Congress  during  that  period  will 
prove. 

The  price  became  ao  great  that  even  the  Government 
could  npt  obtain  it  for  the  armyf  and  I  need  state  no  oth- 
er fact  to  show  that  It  was  out  uf  the  reach  of  the  poor, 
who  were  oblis;ed  to  yield  to  the  diatreasing  privation. 

In  July,  1775,  Congress  raised  a  committee  of  (hir- 
leen,  "to  inquire  into  the  easiest  and  cheapest  method 
of  making  aalt  in  the  colonies." 

In  December.  1775,  "  JHetoivedt  That  as  the  importa- 
tion of  any  universally  necessary  commodity,  and  the 
exportation  of  our  produce  to  purchase  the  same,  must 
give  a  proportionally  greater  opportunity  to  our  ene- 
mies of  making  depredations  on  the  property  of  the 
inhabitants  of  these  colonies,  and  of  occasionally  dtslress- 
ing  them  by  intercepting  such  commodities,  it  is  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  the  several  assemblies  or  con- 
ventions immediately  to  promote,  by  sufficient  public 
encouragements,  the  making  salt  in  their  respective 
coloniea." 

June  3, 1777,  "Rooked,  That  a  committee  of  three 
'be;appointed,  to  devise  ways  and  meana  for  supplying 
the  United  States  with  salt."  % 

June  13,  1777,  "  Setohed,  That  it  be  recommended 
to  the  several  States  to  offer  such  liberal  encouragement 
to  persons  importing  salt  as  they  shall  judge  will  be 
efFectual,"  &c. 

f  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Statea  to 
erect  and  encourage,  in  the  most  liberal  and  effectual 
tnaoner,  proper  worka  for  the  makiiwof  salt." 

These  are  some  of  the  resolves  or that  distinguished 
body,  which  indicate  the  grievoua  scarcity  of  that  arti- 
cle, and  the  privation  and  suffering  both  in  and  out  of 
the  army  in  consequence  of  it. 

In  response  to  this  public  demand,  he  said  he  was  in- 
formed that  the  works  upon  Cupe  Cod,  in  Massachusetts, 
were  commenced,  and  have  been  continued  from  thence 
down  to  tliia  time.  They,  therefore,  had  this  early 
origin  in  an  sppeal  to  the  patriotic  to  meliorate  the  suf- 
feringfl  of  their  countrymen. 

When  the  Federal  Government  went  into  operation,  in 
17S9,  under  the  constitution,  the  first  work  of  Congress, 
after  providing  the  forma  of  the  oaths  necessary  to 
organization,  was  to  pass  that  memorable  act  with  this 
preamble:  **  Whereas  it  is  necessary,  for  tbe  support  of 
Government,  for  the  discharge  of  the  debts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  encoursgement  of  manufaclurea, 
that  duties  be  laid  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise 
imported:  Be  it  enacted,"  Sic.  This  act  imposed  a  duty 
on  salt  of  six  cents  a  bushel.  The  duty,  therefore, 
which  the  Senator  from  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Uxbton] 
has  condemned  as  odious,  and  assigned  it  to  Die  admin- 
istration of  Mr.  Adam*,  as  if  that  cast  upon  it  additional 
infamy,  was  the  first  act  of  the  first  Congresi  under 
George  WatAinston.  In  1790  it  was  raised  to  twelve 
cents,  and  in  1797  to  twenty  cents.  0<)i'>ui  as  it  was 
represented  to  be,  it  was  continued  until  1807,  the  last 
year,  of  Mr.  JefTerson's  administration,  when  it  was  all 
removed,  and  salt  was  imported  free  of  duty.  Twenly- 
five  years  had  then  elapsed  since  the  revolutionary  war, 
and  the  privittions  and  distress  of  that  period  had  faded 
out  of  the  memories  of  ment  and  with  this  oblivion  of 
tbe  past  Ibey  forgot  the  occasion  which  had  excited  the 
public  to  encourage  home  production.  The  country 
passed  od  till  1813,  when  the  duty  of  twenty  cents  a 
bushel  was  restored,  and  so  continued  till  1830.  The 
embargo,  the  non-intercourae  acts,  and  the  late  war, 
brought  a  new  pressure  upon  the  country,  and  fresh 
suffering,  which  sgvin  reminded  the,  people  that  salt 
was  an  article  indispensable  to  tjicir  comfort,  and  that 
the  supplies  by  commerce  were'uncertain  and  liable  to 


interruptions.  The  article  rose  to  an  extravagant  piia, 
selling  in  many  parts  of  the  country  at  more  than  fire 
dollars  the  bushel,  (as  be  had  been  well  informed,  here 
and  elsewhere,)  and  at  five  and  a  half  dollsn  tbe  laek 
in  the  citiep,  as  a  document  before  him  testified.  Tliii 
fresh  experience  restored  men  to  their  senses,  and 
brought  them  back  to  the  policy  of  the  Revolutioni  cot. 
■equently,  when  the  double  duties  after  tbe  war  vers  ' 
repealed,  that  upon  aalt  was  left  in  fiiU  force,  doubtka 
to  encourage  the  production.  . 

Fifteen  yeara  elapsed,  scarcity  and  high  prices  were  [ 
again  forgotten,  and  the  necessity  of  domestic  produe. 
tion  was  again  overwhelmed  by  the  very  argument  Dted 
to  enforce  its  expediency.  The  manufacture  wasurfcd, 
because  salt  waa  necessary  to  all,  under  all  circun- 
stances,*  and  stood  upon  the  same  footing  as  leid,  pow- 
der, ordnance,  arms,  and  all  things  necessary  to  the  it' 
fence  of  the  country.  These,  it  was  said,  we  should 
produce  ourselves,  and  rest  our  dependence  upon  no 
foreign  nation  for  supply,  as  it  would  be  oianifntly  utt* 
wise  to  trust  to  the  uncertain  resources  of  cominerce 
for  the  meana  to  defend  our  country  againat  invaiion. 
Equally  unwise  was  it  considered  to  rely  upon  a  lource 
which  had,  and  doubtless  would  again,  fail  us  wbea 
commerce  should  be  interrupted  from  any  cause,  rortn 
article  so  necessary  as  salt.  While,  therefore,  the  dutf 
was  imposed  because  the  article  was  one  uf  prime  ne-  I 
cessity,  it  was  repealed,  in  part,  in  1830,  for  preciwly 
the  same  reason.  It  was  then  urged,  as  it  now  is,  that, 
because  all  muat  use  it,  it  ought  not  to  be  taxed,  but  to 
come  in  free,  though  it  should  destroy  tbe  manuftctura 
which  had  been  reared  up  at  a  great  outlay  of  apinV 
and  in  obedience  to  the  urgent  call  of  tbe  Government 
itself.  The  act  of  1830  reduced  the  duty  five  centsia 
that  year,  and  five  cents  in  the  succeeding  year,  brinfr- 
ing  it  down  to  ten  cents,  where  it  stood  when  the  scl  of 
1833  passed,  and  then  it  fell  under  the  reducii^  pio-  ^ 
cess  of  that  act.  The  duty  is  now  eight  cent^  aiM  neit  | 
Qecember  will  fall  to  seven  and  a  very  small  fraction. 

Such  Is  the  history  of  legislation  here  upon  salt.  It 
proves  conclusively  that  the  manufacture  Is  of  kng 
standing,  and  has  bad  the  countenance  of  tbe  Goverc- 
ment  as  deserving  protection. 

He  would  now  prove  its  msgnilude,  u  br  a*  lie 
could,  by  such  evidence  as  he  could  find  on  the  ntea 
herej  for  he  had  had  no  opportunity  to  hear  from  those 
interested,  who  were  at  work  peaceably  at  hontr,  sno 
unconscious  of  the  efforts  suddenly  made  here  to  over- 
throw them. 

The  consumption  of  the  country  in  1831  was  »Kef- 
tained  to  be  about  10,000,000  bushels,  five  and  a  half  of 
which  were  imported,  and  the  residue,  four  and  a  hilr, 
produced.  1'he  consumption  now  must  be  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  13,000,000{  but  the  imports  for  the  year  eodint; 
September,  1835,  rise  a  little  above  5,000,000,  and, 
consequently,  the  domestic  production  is  equal  to  sbml 
7,000,000  bufhfla.  The  c»pital  in  183t  wwertiiaatri 
at  about  $8,000.000t  and,  ss  the  prothiction  hu  nesriy 
doubled,  the  capital  now  employed  doubtleu  eqush 
$10,000,000  or  $12,000,000.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  estimates  the  duty  at  80  per  cent.  In  tlw' 
think  he  is  mistaken,  as  it  is  manifestly  lets;  but  ibn' 
not  material,  as  it  is  admitted  on  all  hands  to  he 
than  20  per  cent.,  and  ia  therefore  strictly  embracedti 
a  protected  article  by  the  terma  of  the  comproiniw>»| 
And  the  question  is,  shall  it  be  abandoned?  '■J*'*! 
purpose  of  those  who  go  for  this  measure  to  diffef^^ 
that  aclf  If  BO,  then  we  understand  your  potieypf^ 
for  one,  1  am  happy  to  see  it  disclosed. 

But  is  the  country  prepared  for  this  step?  Tbe  »« 
has  gone  extensively  abroad  thai  the  compromises 
waa  to  be  regarded  as  disposing  of  these  matter*™ 
Bome  yeari  to  come.  Tbe  Preitdeo^  ^  bii  mes^l'i  ■ 
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and  tite  Secretary  of  Uie  Treuury,  in  his  annual  reporr, 
have  bolh  au  viewed  tbe  inatler,  and  ao  proclaimed  to 
Uie  nation.  Tlie  public  is  thererure  at  this  moment  re- 
poslnff  ill  tranquillity,  not  anticipating  this  action,  and 
not  prepared  to  meet  it.  Is  it  just,  umler  these  ctrcum- 
atances,  lo  afTifct  deeply  an  interent  which  has  been  ma- 
turing for  more  tlian  h^lf  a  century,  and  now  affords 
you  the  best  article  of  the  kind  in  the  country?  Shall 
tbe  people  engaged  in  this  business  be  condemned  un- 
heard? Will  you  not  let  them  have  an  oppurlunity  to 
prove  that  they  are  entitled  to  your  rtH-bearanee?  I 
(said  be)  ask  it  in  their  behalf,  and,  in  Fairness,  it  ought 
to  be  extended  them.  But,  reasonable  as  this  request 
is,  I  Toresee  that  it  will  be  overruled;  and  this  measure 
wdl  go  through  this  body.  It  requires  no  spirit  of 
propliecy  to  foretell  that  an  important  consequence  will 
follow  it.  The  repeal  of  the  Uw  giving  a  bounty  to 
those  engaged  in  the  cod  fishery  will  follow.  TIits  is  an 
old  policy,  almost  coeval  with  the  Government;  but  it 
stands  on  two  fuuadatioDB->on  twulegi — «nd,  if  you  cut 
■way  one,  the  superstructure  will  fall.  It  rests  on  the 
desire  of  this  Government  to  create  a  nursery  of  seamen, 
by  encouraging  them  to  pursue  the  fishery;  and  the 
bounty  is  further  justified,  on  Uie  ground  that  the  duly 
on  salt  ought  tu  be  reimbursed. 

Tbe  manufacture  of  salt  and  the  cod  finery  are  car- 
ried on  by  the  aame  population,  and  at  the  same  ports 
and  places;  not  that  tbe  same  individuals  are  engaged  in 
both  branches,  but  having  a  soil  naturally  unproductive, 
they  draw  their  living  from  tbe  resources  of  the  sea.  It 
is,  as  r  am  informed,  the  business  upon  which  many 
mariners  who  have  spent  the  most  vigor-ius  period  of 
their  lives  in  hard  and  perilous  service  retire,  and  em- 
ploy their  capital,  to  enable  them  to  live  comfortably. 

Now,  sir,  i  have  seen  enough  of  things  here  to  satibfy 
tny  mind  that,  if  the  duty  on  salt  is  taken  away,  the 
bounty  will  follow;  fur  those  who  have  no  sympathy 
with  the  fishermen  will  claim  this  as  a  matter  of  right. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  selfishness  of  onr  natures,  that,  when 
we  are  interested  to  forget  the  gallant  deeds,  the  hemic 
achievements,  the  privations  and  sufferings,  of  those  who 
have  saved  the  country  from  dishonor,  and  won  for  it  an 
imperishable  name,  are  obliterated  from  the  mind. 
Why  do  you  wish  fur  seamen?    Why  desire  to  increase 
their  nuinber?   Because,  in  tbe  hour  of  national  peril, 
Chey  stand  on  the  frontier,  and  interpose  their  sliield  be- 
tween us  and  the  conflict.    They  are  a  living  wall  along 
the  Atlant'x,  behind  which  we  take  shelter.    On  them 
it  has  been  our  policy  to  rely;  to  them  we  confide  our 
honor,  and  at  no  time  have  :hey  abused  the  great  trust. 
_  Must  we  break  down  this  policy  ?    Has  the  period  ar- 
rived when  the  people  are  so  imbued  with  tbe  spirit  of 
avarice,  that  we  gruilge  this  little  pittance  to  the  gallant 
tors  of  our  country?   You  have  taken  from  them  all  the 
l.tlle  navigating  privileges  which  they  had.    You  have 
narrowed,  by  the  last  treaty,  their  fishing  ground;  and 
this,  and  this  alone,  remains  to  them.    If  it  roust  be  sac- 
rificed also,  be  it  so.    Go  on  with  your  policy;  tske 
away  Ibis  250,000  dollars,  or  whatever  the  sum  is;  take 
it  from  the  sailors,  and  give  it  to  your  ostentatious  fleet, 
fitting  out  to  explore  unknown  regions;  take  the  bread 
from  them,  and  bestow  it  upon  those  who  are  sent  out 
in  pursuit  of  glory!    And,  while  you  do  this,  to  make  | 
your  injustice  the  more  manirest,  carry  your  land  bill  : 
through  the  other  House,  and  bestow  upon  favored  indi-  ; 
vlduala  your  public  lands,  worth  three  or  four  hundred  ! 
millions  of  dollars.    Do  it,  and,  unjust  and  ungenerous  ' 
as  it  is,  the  lofty -spirited  sailor  will  scorn  tu  entreat  any  . 
favor  at  your  hands.    He  will  leave  this  to  those  wlio 
have  smoother  tongues  and  more  pliant  knees.  { 
But(  whaUver  you  do,  do  not  invoke  tbe  interests  of  i 
the  poor  to  aid  your  course  or  to  juati^  your  messurn. 
The  poor  deure  no  such  neisurea^  lor  they  hare  no  I 
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such  contemptible  spirit.  Their  sympathies  are  all 
with  the  sailor;  they  glory  in  his  generous  spirit,  his  no- 
ble achievements,  his  patriotic' devotion,  his  dinnteresled 
benevolence,  his  lufiy  American  charaoteri  for  the  sailor 
is  poor,  and  labors  for  the  bread  he  eats.  Tlie  poor  de- 
mand no  sacrifice  of  his  rights  in  their  name  or  for  their 
benefit.  I'he  poor  only  ask  of  you  that  you  would  pur- 
sue towards  them  an  American  policy — a  policy  which 
will  give  them  good  wages  for  their  labor — and  they 
will  take  care  of  themselves.  They  entreat  of  you  nut 
to  degrade  them  into  the  deplorable  condition  of  tbe 
miserable  population  of  foreign  countries,  by  reducing 
their  wages  tu  the  saipe  standard.  Can  any  truth  be 
more  apparent  than  that,  where  wages  are  lowest,  there 
is  the  most  poverty  and  there  the  most  suffering?  The 
whole  hiHtory  of  man  proves  this.  What  makes  the  con- 
dition of  the  laborer  so  eminently  prosperous  here? 
How  is  it  that  he  enjoys  not  only  great  phjsical  but  mor. 
al  comforts  and  blessings,  lo  an  extent  surpassing  that  of 
the  laborer  in  any  other  country  whatever?  It  is  oecausB 
he  is  better  paid.  Now,  air,  if  you  would  degrade  thai 
population,  if  you  would  assimilate  it  tu  that  of  Ireland, 
then  reduce  its  wages  to  the  same  standard,  and  you 
will  accomplish  your  object.  Break  down  the  business 
in  which  it  is  employed,  by  subjecting  it  to  direct  com- 

Eetilion  with  foreign  pauperism;  lessen  the  demand  for 
ibor,  by  introducing  foreign  productions  instead  of  our 
own,  and  hke  causes  will  produce  like  effects.  You  will 
then  have  as  poor  and  wretched  a  populatioa  as  that 
against  which  it  will,  in  such  eiroumsianoes,  coMend  fur 
bread.  But  I  will  not  here  pursue  tbe  subject.  The 
laborers,  I  trust,  know  their  interests,  and  will  take  care 
of  them.  They  shall,  at  all  times,  have  my  most  hearty 
co-operation. 

But  what  is  this  boon  which  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
proposes  to  give  to  the  poor,  at  tbe  expense  of  the  sail- 
or? The  whole  revenue  derived  from  salt  is  rather  le« 
than  half  a  miUion  of  dollars.  Now,  divide  this  among 
the  whole  population  of  the  country,  rich  and  poor, 
equally,  and  what  is  it,  if  every  soul  should  pay  an  equal 
sum?  Less  than  three  cents  a  bead.  And  does  he  se- 
riously believe  the  poor  to  be  so  selfish  as  to  desire  this, 
when  such  a  result  is  lo  follow?  If  he  thinks  the  poor 
are  mean-spirited  or  avaricious,  he  mistakes  their  charac- 
ter: they  are  not  to  be  tempted  to  he  inslrumenlal  in 
perpetrating  a  wrong,  under  sueh  a  delusion  as  this.  He 
mistakes  their  character  and  sentiments,  and  does  tbea 
great  injustice.  They  ask  no  such  favors,  and  are  the 
advocates  of  no  such  measures.  Nothing  can  be  furtlier 
removed  from  my  views  of  a  wise  policy  than  to  tax  the 
poor.  I  desire  no  such  thing,  and  they  sbBlI  have  every 
effort  of  mine  to  relieve  them  from  all  burdens,  as  far  as 
it  lies  in  my  power.  But  I  would  not  take  from  them 
an  ounce,  to  lay  upon  them  the  greater  weight  of  a 
pound.  I  would  not  relieve  them  from  an  annual  tax  of 
three  or  four  cents,  and  thereby  Introduce  a  policy  that 
would  soon  call  for  the  sacrifice  of  half  tbeir  earnings.  I 
can  have  no  desire  but  that  of  their  prosperity;  no  inter- 
est that  is  not  theirs  also.  If  they  suffer,  I  must  suffer 
with  them.  If  tliey  prosper,  I  may  hope  to  participate 
in  it;  for  a  common  prosperity  is  felt  by  all  the  com- 
munity. 

If  this  sacrifice  must  be  made,  forbear,  I  entreat  you, 
to  wrong  the  pour  so  much  as  to  do  it  in  tbeir  name. 
Strike  at  the  protection  of  the  salt  works;  lake  away  tbe 
bounty  on  the  fisheries,  if  your  policy  requires  it]  leave 
no  proofs  behind  you  that  you  respect  the  character  or 
the  occupation  ol  the  sailor;  and  still  he  has  a  manly 
spirit  that  will  triumph  over  it  all;  he  will  lire  witbont  it^ 
and,  1  doubt  not,  tbe  patriotic  ardw  of  bis  honest  heart 
will  remain  unqnenohed. 

But  this  is  not  tbe  only  thing  tlut-Jiill  aimsiat,  as  I 
stated  ycstetdfty,  when  I  «^j(bf^lva^g^@e  oil. 
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We  h*ve  another  grtaX  fitliery,  which  employs  a  vast 
capital,  am]  about  13,000  Kamco.  There  are  now,  a«  I 
am  infonned  by  one  engaged  in  (he  ba^neia,  506  ahipa 
afloat  in  ihe  whaling  buaineaa,  estimated  to  be  worth 
about  915,000,000,  and  their  relurtu  estimated  at  the 

firobable  value  of  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-five  mil- 
ions.  This,  like  the  cod  fishery,  is  csrried  on  as  a  part- 
nership, each  sailor  being  interested  in  the  voyage. 
The  mhermen  have  thought  the  duly  on  olive  oil  to  be 
uaeful  to  them,  as  it  comes  in  competition  with  theirs. 
They  have  thought  it  reasonable  that  it  should  be  kept 
on,  as  our  oil  is  subjected  to  very  heavy  duties  in  Eu- 
rope. Of  the  extent  of  tliis  advantage  I  am  not  able  to 
judge,  as  I  have  had  no  opportunity  since  tliis  bill  came 
berore  the  Senate  to  learn  the  views  of  those  interested. 
It  rs,  however,  enough  for  me  to  know  they  have  hereto- 
fore thought  it  important.  It  isall  they  ask,  and  the  whole 
revenue  derived  from  it  ia  $33,000.  It  may  affect  them 
injuriously,  and  therefore  it  seems  to  me  unwise  to  take 
it  off*.  Is  it  not  most  judicious  first  to  learn  the  facts? 
The  men  engaged  in  this  business  are  high-minded  and 
honorable,  and,  if  ibey  cannot  make  out  the  propriety 
of  the  course,  they  will  not  ask  you  to  adhere  to  it.  But 
I  must  be  permitted  to  ask  why  these  two  navigating  in- 
terests are  selected  from  all  the  branches  of  industry,  for 
this  experiment  t  Are  they  the  least  worthy  of  regard — 
the  leeat  important— the  least  meritorious^  Tour  Iegis> 
hthm  bu  long  been  tending  towards  subjecting  the  nav- 
intion  of  the  country  to  the  severest  pouible  competi- 
tion. One  privilege  afler  another  has  been  removed, 
until  we  have  now  reached  the  last,  and  there  seems  to 
be  an  impatience  to  tear  them  away.  With  what  justice 
can  you  call  on  the  navigator  to  pay  duties  on  duck,  on 
iron,  and  many  other  aKieles  which  be  consumes  large- 
ly, uti  take  mim  him  these  little  eompensationi?  If 
they  must  be  removed,  be  it  so.  Let  the  decree  go 
Ibnht  but  I  hope  some  reason  will  be  assigned  for  it. 

1  know  it  is  said,  and  said  truly,  that  we  have  too 
much  revenue.  And  while  I  admit  it  ouglit  to  be  redu- 
ced, and  am  as  anxious  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  to 
accomplish  it  by  this  bill,  still  1  cannot  resist  the  convic- 
tion that  there  otight  to  be  someltiing  like  reciprocal 
justice  in  the  poKey  i  and  if  certain  interests  are  selected, 
while  others  are  len,  there  ought  to  be  some  reason  for 
it.  The  system  of  protection  embraces  the  whole  indus- 
try. It  Is  an  entire  thing,  fwtbe  benefit  of  all  t  and  when 
you  lose  sight  of  that  view,  it  becomes  partial  and  unjust. 
It  contains  in  itself  a  compensating  principle,  that  is 
designed  to  do  justioe  to  allf  and  if  yoti  take  that  away, 

Siu  cannot  hll  to  create  discontent,  and  to  weaken  the 
ttrcsta  wbtdi  are  not  attached.  There  is  no  more  sure 
vftv  of  reducing  wi^ea  than  to  assault  cneb  branch  of 
indnstiy  in  detail,  and  by  that  policy  bring  those  who 
ought  to  be  united  to  war  one  upon  another,  lliose  who 
produce  iron  claim  protectioni  but  with  what  propriety 
«an  they  ask  for  the  countenance  of  the  navigatons  who 
ctmsume  it  largely,  if  they  take  away  what  goes  to  pro- 
tect and  foster  the  navigating  intereat?  The  laborers, 
ud  by  laborers  I  mean  all  who  work,  mutt  stand  to- 

Sither  and  protect  one  another,  or  they  will  be  made 
e  victims  of  a  policy  that  will  bring  them  to  a  level  with 
thooe  who  struggle  for  existence  in  Europe.  They  must 
not  bedeluded,  by  little  promised  advanUgen,  to  adopt  a 
course  that  will  be  ruinous. 

I  have  been  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  this 
great  natter  would  be  disentangled  from  politics  and 
poKticamsi  when  the  fervor  of  excitement  would  subside, 
•nd  the  public  mind  become  tranquih  when  the  two 
great  contending  parties  would  see  what  b  undeniably 
tro«— *hat  an  exclusive  policy,  adspled  to  one  part  of 
tbe  country,  and  one  alone,  can  never  meet  with  public 
•pprobstioni  when  this  great  subject  would  be  approach- 
ed in  n  spirit  of  mutual  concession  and  forbcanmcr,  and 


the  Southern  and  Northern  indostrjr  be  all  pbced  upon  * 
footing  that  would  secure  to  it  a  stable  ami  eniuris| 
prosperity.  1  thought  I  saw  the  dawningt  of  soch  m 
era,  a  gradual  conviction  gaining  upon  the  public  mei 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  North  and  the  South  nii|^  a- 
ist  in  harmony.  When  a  proper  time  comeis  u  I  tmil 
it  may  be  permitted  to,  1  hope  this  sdjuiltnent  will  tike 
place,  and  public  harmony  follow  upon  it,  ^ving  tv  ibe 
Union  new  strength  and  vigor.  WKh  fiselrngtandMs- 
timents  of  this  kmd,  it  seems  to  nM  the  North  Iw  Uf 
borne  to  disturb  or  to  complain  of  the  compromitt  leii 
but  have  acquiesced  thus  far  in  its  provisiona.  They  are, 
in  no  respect,  responnble  for  this  movement. 

The  proposition  now  is  to  mske  salt  free.  Th'u  it  iwt 
s  modificstion,  but  a  total  abandonment  of  the  interttl. 
We  have  in  Massachusetts  a  capital  of  about  twonillioni 
of  dollars  invested  in  a  great  number  of  works,  espoNd 
as  much  as  capitsi  can  be  in  any  part  of  the  couattjr  to 
all  the  fluctuations  of  price  arising  from  heavy  iotportt- 
lions.  Tou  are  sbout  to  remove  all  protection,  and  Inn 
it  to  its  fate.  This  is  what  Great  Britain  dire  not  d« 
with  her  strongest  interests.  She  does  not  venture  upoa 
such  a  measure  with  articles  which  she  exports  to  )  rut 
amount,  for  the  plain  reason  that  a  slate  of  things  mj 
exist  in  other  countries,  from  an  excess  of  produetioiv 
or  from  pecuniary  distresa  or  embarrassment,  which  ouj 
induce  them  to  export  at  a  loss.  If  such  gooili  or  mer- 
chandise can  come  In  free  in  large  quantities,  even  fur  ■ 
short  period,  prieea  are  greatly  reduced,  and  ruin  fol- 
lows, without  any  permanent  benefiti  for  prices  go  buk 
after  the  mischief  is  done,  and  the  causes  which  crested 
it  have  subsided.  It  can  never,  therefore,  be  wise,  vIk* 
you  mean  to  give  stability  to  business,  to  suffer  it  la  be 
thus  exposed  to  all  the  fluetuatlonsof  foreign  dislresiisd 
embamssment.  Iict  your  own  citixens  have  the  beacm 
of  some  protection,  even  if  it  be  small,  to  enable  (henU 
withstand  such  contingent  abock>,  which  coniUntly  occur 
in  commerce.  From  sixty  per  cent,  to  nothingnsloif, 
snd,  1  fear,  a  hazardous  stride  as  well  ubad  policy.  All 
goods  can  never  be  free,  unlesa  the  mode  of  f*'*'"?'*^ 
enue  is  changed.  Why  should  the  policy  be  reteiwd 
as  to  salt^  Has  it  been  unwise?  Look  at  tbe  prietsasce 
the  reduction  of  duty,  and  see  whether  any  sucbp«| 
advantages  as  are  predicted  will  follow.  If ''>^*''!r 
here  are  destroved,  I  will  hazard  tbe  opision  ibat  lu 
average  price  of  salt  will  be  fully  equal  to  what  it  bu 
been. 

I  am  aware,  however,  that  Ihe  works  on  tbe  leacotft 
are  in  a  different  condition  from  the  great  works  of  ib< 
interior.  The  latter  have  all  the  benefit  of  a  hMgu" 
expensive  tramporlation,  which  is  equivalent  to  s  Moof 
protection  ^piast  the  foreign  article.  The  numinct*^ 
rers,  therefore,  of  the  interior,  haveconpsratirclrl>tiK 
cause  to  compUin  or  to  be  alarmed;  and  probably  tba  a 
the  reason  why  our  interest  is  so  Kttle  regarded.  ^ 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  (Mr.  Bmtox]  txpttmn 
himself  highly  gratified  at  wliat  he  described  u  tbe^f 
expected  magnanimity  of  New  York,  and  tbe  pstrioiic 
sacrifice  made  by  her  of  her  great  interest  in  thil 
facture,  fur  Ihe  public  good.  It  seems  that  his  veaeriDK 
friend  (Mr.  Hacon,  of  North  Carolina)  had  os  ■<>"' 
former  occasion  despaired  of  ever  throwii^  off  this  dsifi 
because  of  the  great  interest  of  the  empire  Stsle.  ffbj 
this  bill  was  brought  in,  the  Senator  from  Missouri  l"^ 
an  early  occuion  to  congratulate  bis  friend  upon  tact 
signal  disinterestedness.  Now,  if  ihe  Senator  and  be 
venerable  frietid  had  lonked  into  this  matter,  and  hd^ 
informed  themselves,  th«  would  have  spared  w  I** 
(rouble  of  proving  that  tbn  maUer  affords  Utile  ocesi* 
for  compliment  or  tbe  high  commendation  beitov" 
upon  it.  Tbe  works  of  New  York  are  far  interior,  s^ 
and  near  her  great  canal.  Sbe^faulds  in  ber  own 
the  key  (hat  t>nloct^^|,j^|,)^(g;^|iC»y. 


901 


OP  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


902 


Fib.  23.  1837.]  Seduction  of  ihe  Thriff.  [Bivati. 


KclB  •  toll  (ipon  ill  foreign  nit,  wb'rcb  lo  entirely  pro- 
hibits it  from  entering  Ihe  country  thst  it  is  utterly  ex- 
eludedt  tnd  New  Tork  secures  to  her  works  not  only 
ft  complele  monopoly  of  the  mtrket  of  bee  great  interior 
Weitf  bat  of  the  Tut  eonnbr  on  the  lakes,  extending 
thousands  of  miles.  If  this  infomstion,  which  1  derive 
from  sources  that  msy  be  relied  on,  is  incorrect,  the  Sen- 
ator from  that  State  can  inform  the  Senate.  This  mo- 
nopoly is  so  exeturive,  that  the  State  levies  an  excise  of 
six  cents  a  budiet  on  the  manufactured  article  at  her 
own  works,  and  puU  the  money  into  ber  treasury.  This 
bill  does  not,  therefore,  touch  the  works  of  New  York, 
or  affect  tb«  interest  of  ber  dtiiens  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree. She  can,  therefore,  very  well  afford  to  make  such 
ncrifices,  in  which  she  gets  commendation  for  her  mag- 
nanimity, while  we  are  the  victims-  The  Senate  and  the 
country  will  now  understand  how  to  appreciate  this  mag- 
nanimity. 

The  Senator  from  Misiouri  has  offered  another  reaaon 
In  support  of  this  tneaaure,  which  1  will  also  notice,  for 
its  singular  character.  He  says  the  business  is  in  the  hands 
of  r(gni/er«,  a  term,  though  not  anknown,  yet  nearly  so 
in  commerce.  Regraters  are  trader^  persons  who  buy 
and  sell;  and  the  Senator  thinks  this  would  be  broken 
up  if  the  duty  should  be  repealed.  I  know  not  what  his 
expectations  are,  nor  what  bis  ideas  in  regard  to  trade 
are,  but  he  must  have  come  near  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  is  criminal  to  buy  and  sell.  What  doea  Ibe  Senator 
denre?  What  does  he  aim  atf  Are  people  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  liberty  of  traffic?  Huat  they  come  here, 
and,  bowing  themselves  down,  humbly  ask  permission  lo 
do  ordinary  buainess^  If  a  man  is  engaged  in  the  com- 
mon puriHiitt  of  life,  is  he  to  be  denounced  and  condemn- 
ed, loaded  with  opprobrious  epithets,  and  held  up  to 
■eorn^  Is  it  not  one  of  the  first  and  highest  principles 
of  public  liberty,  that  all  persona  may  engage  in  lawful 
pursuila.'  Wbete  is  this  intermeddling  with  private  con- 
cerns to  end?  Is  this  Oovemtnent  to  pry  into  individual 
concerns,  to  ascertain  hnw  much  and  in  what  way  men 
do  business?  To  give  thisman  permission  lo  go  on,  that 
to  enlarge,  and  oraer  another  to  diminish'  No  people 
of  spirit  could  for  a  moment  bear  this  arbitrary  interfer- 
ence. 

But  suppose  it  is  true  that  there  are  regraters,  specu- 
lators who  buy  and  sell,  and  the  public  are  craftily  play- 
ed npon  by  their  artful  contrivancea,  how  will  removing 
ttw  duty  remedy  this  evil?  Will  the  power  of  regrating 
be  taken  away  or  impaired?  What  is  to  hinder  their  op- 
crating  upon  salt  free  of  duty  as  efftclually  as  upon  that 
subject  to  duty*  Let  Ihe  Senat«r  aasign  a  reason  if  he 
can.  The  proposition  shows  at  once  that  none  can  be 
aasigned.  This  remedy  for  such  an  evil  may  therefore 
be  set  down  as  extraordinary. 

Again:  tbat  Senator  has  taken  much  pains  to  speak  of 
the  few  pricfl  of  salt  In  foreign  countriea,  showing  that 
it  may  be  purchased  in  some  places  at  three  cents  a 
bushel.  But,  while  he  sUted  this,  be  omitted  to  state 
another  fact,  that  weimport  nosalt,  or  substantially  none, 
that  coats  so  small  a  sum.  The  tables  of  imports  which 
Ke  before  me  settle  this  matter.  The  importation  of 
1835  may  be  taken  as  a  sample  of  all  other  periods.  The 
amount  was  5,375,000  bushelsi  of  this,  3,800,000  came 
from  England  and  her  dependencies!  of  Ihe  remaining 
million  and  ft  half,  about  one  milKon  from  PoHugal.  By 
far  the  larger  portion  of  salt  comes  direct  from  Liver- 
pool, and  ia  estimated  to  cost  there,  in  the  document  be- 
fore me  from  the  Treasury,  fifteen  cents,  ll  ia,  aa  every 
body  knows,  an  inferior  article  to  the  salt  of  Cape  Cod, 
which  is  made  by  aolar  evaporation.  Tbe  reason  of  this 
is  manifrst.  Our  great  exporting  trade  goes  to  England, 
and  the  homewsra  freights  are  comparatively  cheap,  and 
theprioe  of  salt  will  alwaysdepend  much  upon  the  activity 
or  that  lmd«,  and  the  consequent  ooca^ni  rcsseb  Hare 


for  bstlasl  Of  homeward  cargoes.  The  statement  of  Ibe 
Senator,  therefore,  if  taken  without  explanation  or  qual- 
ification, would  mislead  the  public  mind. 

Sir,  twelve  cents  of  the  duty  has  been  removed,  and 
although  tbe  laat  three  years  have  been  very  great  ex- 
porting years,  and  eonaeqnently  very  flivorable  to  « 
strong  reduction  of  price,  yet  no  reduction  has  been  ex- 
perienced, approaching  lo  the  predtctioos  made  when  the 
law  of  1830  waa  passed.  This  has  probably  aerved  to 
perplex  the  Senator.  If  this  bill  should  affect,  as  it 
probably  will,  the  manufiteture  here  injurioualy,  the 
trade  will  only  be  more  fluctuating  than  it  has  been* 
while  little  or  nothing  will  be  gained  In  tbe  ftTcrage 
price. 

_  I  have,  air,  feltlt  to  be  my  duly  to  say  Ihua  much  in 
vindication  of  the  interests  of  a  portion  of  my  constitu- 
ents, and  of  Ihe  principles  which  guide  me  in  votii^ 
here.  Aiul  I  repeat  that  I  am  anxiously  desirous  to 
throw  no  unnecessary  obstacle  in  Ihe  way  of  this  bill.  I 
approve  of  nearly  Ihe  whole  of  it,  and  hope  it  will  take 
a  form  that  I  can  vote  for  it.  I  cannot,  however,  be 
reconciled  lo  an  act  which  selects  our  intereati^  and  es- 
pecially our  navigation,  for  experiments.  Let  us  hava 
equal  and  exact  justice,  and  we  are  contenti  for  we  ask 
no  local  or  special  privilegea.  If  I  do  not  mistake  the 
facts,  f  think  I  have  proved-  all  I  proposed  to  establiafai 
and  with  this  vindication  of  our  rights  I  leave  the  matter 
to  the  Jiidgnrtent  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BBNTbN  rose,  and  went  into  an  argument  at 
some  length  in  reply,  to  prove  that  tbe  bounty  on  the 
cod  fishery  rested  wholly  on  Uie  duty  upon  salt,  and  that 
there  would  be  no  ground  for  continuing  it  aAer  tbe  duly 
waa  repealed. 

Hr.  DAVIS  observed  that  he  was  gratified  with  the 
frankneaa  of  the  Senator,  for  some  discredited  him  when 
be  said  the  repeal  of  the  bounty  law  would  follow  ibis 
act.  He  thought  be  did  iwt  miaunderstand  the  hints 
whieh  were  thrown  out,  and  he  now  had  tbe  beat  evi- 
dence Ibat  he  did  not.  He  would,  however,  on  a  prefer 
occasion,  show  thst  the  bounty  waa  for  other  purposes 
besides  reimbursing;  ibe  duty  on  salt.  He  could  eatablish 
this,  but  he  feared  it  would  avail  the  fishermen  nothing. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  rose  and  addressed  tbe  Senate  aa  fol- 
lows: 

Tbe  annunciation  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  that  this  bill  waa  framed  and  introduced  on 
the  assumption  that  Uie  act  of  1833  waa  no  longer  to  be 
respected,  gave  to  it  an  importanee  which  demanded 
the  most  serious  coniideriition.  That  act  closed  tbe  tariff 
controversy  between  the  North  and  the  Soutbt  and  tbe 
question  now  presented  is,  shall  it  again  be  opened? 
Shall  we  reopen  a  controversy  which,  during  the  long 
period  from  1831  to  1833,  agiuted  the  country,  govern- 
ed its  legidatiwi,  eontrolled  the  preaidenttal  eleetionB, 
and  final^  riiook  its  institutions  to  tbe  centre?  Shall  we 
of  the  Soulh,  in  particular,  aaaent  to  open  this  fornridabl* 
controversy — we  who  are,  on  this  subject,  in  a  pemn- 
nent  minority?  Shall  we  agree  to  surrender  our  share 
ofinterestintheact  of  1833 — an  act  which  haa  already  re- 
pealed from  twenty  totwenly.Rve  millions  of  duties  annu- 
ally, and  which,  if  left  undisturbed,  will  in  a  few  yearstake 
olften  more,  and  reduce  tbe  duties  to  tbe  constitutional 
and  legitimate  wants  of  the  Government?  Will  weagreo 
to  surrender  all  of  these  advantsge^  which  were  extort- 
ed from  the  adverse  interest  at  Ihe  hkxard  of  civil  con- 
flict, and  take  our  chance  in  tbe  renewed  conflicts  which 
must  follow,  if  the  controversy  be  again  opened?  This 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  asks  you  to  dot 
and  what  is  Ibe  compensation  be  holds  out  to  yoa  for 
such  great  sacrifioes? 

Tbe  whole  may  be  summed  up  ia  tbe  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  salt,  amountiw  ananally  to  about  $5SOJBf30.  It 
la  true,  this  bill  goes  bit|!C|it[g|l4b|>iQfi6k9>g4@duc- 
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tioit  to  the  tmount  of  $2,400,000  annually  i  bul  of  ihcse 
the  Urger  portion  ure  duties  under  twenty  per  cent.  a(l 
valorem,  whic)i  by  ttie  act  may  be  repealed  without  dia- 
turbing  the  cornprnmisei  and  the  residue,  with  tlie  ex- 
ception uf  suit,  and  perhapaon  one  or  two  other  strlicl^K,  nre 
eittier  of  a  doubtful  character,  or  can  be  repealed  by 
common  consent  of  all  theinterestainvulved.  Here,  then, 
is  the  great  boon  which  is  prufTered  by  the  Senalor,  [Ur. 
IVaiaHT,]  to  induce  us  to  sacri6ce  our  inlereat  ■n.the  act 
of  lKJ3t  to  magnify  which,  he  has  pronounced  an  eulo> 
f^ium  on  the  magnanimout  course  of  ibc  Slate  of  New 
York,  in  assenting  to  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt}  of 
which  article,  he  telU  us,  »he  mtnufaciurea  more  than 
any  other  State,  while  he  forgets  to  inform  us  that  she 
has  little  or  no  interest  in  the  repeal,  as  she  has  secured 
A  monopoly  in  favor  of  her  manuTacture  by  the  impo- 
sition of  an  enormous  duly  on  the  tradsporlalinn  of  salt 
on  her  canalii,  through  which  channel  only  the  imported 
can  CDioe  in  competition  with  the  manufactured  salt. 
The  question  now  to  be  decided  is,  shall  we  accept  the 
boon,  and  make  the  sacrifice? 

I  acknowledge  the  duty  to  be  odious  and  unequal, 
but  1  must  think,  as  mtich  so  as  it  may  be,  we  bhouU 
purchase  its  repeal  too  dearly  by  the  faciiBce  we  are 
asked  to  make.  Itegirded  as  t  mere  pecuniary  trans- 
action, and  laying  aside  all  political  consiilerationii,  we 
would  not  be  justified.  The  duty  on  salt  amounts,  as  1 
have  stated,  to  upwards  of  half  a  million'  annually,  while 
the  average  reduction  of  duties  under  the  act  of  1(133  wilt 
not  be  less  than  two  millions  annually,  for  the  nexi  five 
years,  all  of  which  we  may  reasonHbly  expect  will  he 
takt-n  off,  if,  (in  our  pari,  wc  firmly  adhere  to  the  act. 
But  this  is  aU"gether  loo  strong  a  statement  of  the  case 
on  the  aide  of  repeal. 

The  Senator,  in  his  eagemesi  to  magnify  the  oppres- 
sive character  of  the  duty  on  salt,  stated  it  to  be  ten  cents 
the  bushel,  overlooking  the  tact  that  the  act  of  1833  has 
already  reduced  it  beluw  eight  cents,  and  that  it  will  in  a 
short  time  rcdnce  it  below  three,  if  it  he  It  ft  undiiilurb- 
ed;  so  that  the  real  question  is  not  between  a  repeal  and 
a  permanent  continuance  of  the  duly  at  ten  cents,  as  the 
Senator  would  have  ua  believe,  but  between  a  budilen  re- 
peal of  eight  cents,  and  a  gradual  reduction,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  to  the  low  rate  of  duty  t  have  stated.  It 
is,  in  fact,  subslantialty  a  question  between  a  sudden  and 
a  gradual  repeal;  and,  regarded  in  that  light,  I  would 
submit  to  the  judicioua  of  all  parties  which  is  the  prefer- 
able, viewed  in  the  abstract,  without  regard  lo  the  act 
of  1833.  The  chairmanstetes  the  present  duly  at  an  aver- 
age of  about  eigtily-six  per  cent,  ad  valoremi  I  would  a^k, 
would  it  be  wise  to  repeal  at  once  so  high  a  duty?  Can 
it  be  done  without  ruinous  tosses,  as  well  to  the  dealers 
in  the  article  as  the  manufacturer?  Even  Carolina,  in  the 
heat  of  her  contest  against  the  protective  system,  never 
contemplated  allowing  leas  than  six  or  seven  years  for 
the  reduction  of  the  protective  duties  lo  the  revenue 
puinli  and  shall  we  now,  by  a  sudden  and  total  repeal  of 
so  high  a  duly,  prove  ourselves  less  considerate  in  rela- 
tion ID  existing  invealmentf  than  aSiateaodecidedly  op- 
posed to  the  whole  systrni  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest 
excitement? 

Uut,  whichever  may  be  preferable,  it  is  certain  that 
the  practical  difTerence,  as  far  as  the  Swuth  is  con- 
cerned, is  too  small  to  warrant  the  sacrifice  of  the  great 
interest  which  she  has  in  maintaining  inviolably  the  act 
of  1833,  particularly  when  we  conaider  thai,  us  small  as  is 
the  difTerence,  we  have  no  assurance  of  ever  receiving 
this  incon^derable  boon.  Let  us  not  forget  that,  if  we 
of  the  South  vote  for  this  biM,  we  not  only  give  much 
where  we  can  receive  but  litlle,  but  we  also  give  a  cer- 
tainty for  an  uncertainty.  By  the  vole  itself,  whether  the 
act  passes  or  not,  we  surrender  our  position.  We  cannot, 
after  disregarding  the  interests  of  others  in  the  act,  imitt 


that  they  sliall  respect  ours,  when  they  beconw  Ibeinb' 
ject  of  discussion.  If  we  should  now  vote  to  repeslor 
reduce  duties  more  rapidly  than  the  act  providei,  bov 
can  we  complain  if  the  manufacturing  mterckt  ibould 
hereafter  increase  the  duties,  or  retard  or  arrest  the  re- 
ducliun  provided  by  the  act?  Fair  and  honorable  deal- 
ing has  ever  distinguished  the  Southern  character;  ind  I 
trust  we  have  too  much  self-respect  to  complain,  if  the 
measure  we  now  mete  to  uihera  should  bereauer  be 
measured  to  ourselves.  Our  vote,  then,  for  this  tnm* 
ure  would  release  the  opposite  interest  from  sU  oblisi- 
lion  to  respect  the  act  of  1833,  whatever  miy  bethefsie 
of  this  bill.  Now,  I  ask,  what  assurance  have  we  that  thii 
bill  will  pass?  la  it  not  almost  certain  that  il  caimot?  We 
are  now  within  seven  daj  s  of  the  end  of  the  session.  The 
bill  is  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  cannot  ptn  the 
Senate  in  less  than  two  daysi  and  what  prospect  is  tbert 
that  it  can  pais  the  other  House  in  so  short  a  lieu  » 
remains,  with  the  great  diversity  of  opinion  which  uiiut 
ex'sl  there  as  to  this  measure^    It  is  next  to  impossible. 

But  suppose  it  to  be  practicable,  have  we  any  uan- 
ranee  thai  those  whu  bnvc  introduced  the  hill  are  tincere 
in  their  Jcsire  to  pass  ilf  Have  we  no  cause  lo  ipprt- 
hend  that  it  is  a  mere  political  manceuvre,  without  ^^ 
gard  to  the  interest  of  North  or  South,  and  which  the 
contrivers  would  rather  see  defeated  than  passed?  I 
must  say  that,  to  mr,  it  seems  to  wear  that  appearance- 
Why  has  this  bill  been  delayed  to  this  lale  period?  It^ 
now  more  than  three  weeks  since  it  was  reported,  un 
why  were  measures  uf  little  impoitance,  and,  tossylte 
least,  of  doubtful  policy,  permitted  to  occupy  the  tine« 
the  Senate,  in  piefcrence  tu  this,  which  we  are  nvVtoM 
is  so  important^  Why  such  contradictory  declarstiOBSii 
to  the  stale  of  the  Treasury  ?  A.t  one  time  we  are  tou 
there  will  be  no  surplus,  and  that  the  duties  niut  be 
raised;  and  at  another  that  the  revenue  will  besu  escn- 
sivc  as  lo  call  not  only  fur  ihe  passage  of  tbil  bil^bal 
the  extraordinary  one  which  has  passed  this  body  inrclt- 
lion  (o  the  public  lands?  With  all  these  indiettion^ 
getulemen  must  not  be  surprised  that  I  am  soiM*bit 
incredulous  as  to  their  zeal  or  sincerity,  which  is  Bot a 
litlle  increased  when  I  look  to  Uie  source  from  wbieb  it 
comes.  Have  you  forgot  the  Uriff*  of  1828.  that  Ih1I  of 
■bominationa  so  execrated  by  the  South,  and  which  lia* 
brought  BO  many  disasters  on  the  country'  I  h»«  f""*' 
i>ig  Bl  Mr.  Wbioht]  ilsauthur  in  my  eyes,andhekaoff8 
the  fact.  He  well  remembers  the  part  hebore in  thep«* 
sage  of  that  act,  and  the  means  by  which  it  wacffecied. 
Il  was  passed  by  a  breach  of  faith.  We  were  deceim 
then.  It  will  not  be  my  fault  if  we  be  deceived  now.  Ta 
guard  against  that,  I  must  ask  Hie  indulgence  of  *e  *» 
ate  while  I  give  a  brief  narrative  of  the  passsge  of  list 
oppressive  act,  and  the  part  which  lite  Senator  actedst 
the  time.  I  have  no  tniention  to  wound  hit  feeliofi- 
My  object  is  not  personal.  That  would  be  unworthy  « 
the  occasion,  and,  I  trust,  of  myself.  Far  differeitlilM^ 
actuate  me.  From  the  past  we  learn  to  anticipate  W 
future.  We  then  followed  his  lead.  WeknowlheW- 
suit.  He  now  invites  us  again  lo  follow  him  c".^?*! 
subject,  though  apparently  in  an  oppowtedirectiop.  »»■ 
we  follow?  His  course  on  the  former  occasion 
enable  us  to  decide  lhat  question.  I  was  a  witnen  H 
the  cvenis  of  the  day,  and  feel  called  upon  lo 
history  of  the  transaetioo,  in  order  to  guide  our  deni" 
now. 

The  tarifTof  1828  was  as  much  a  political  movemeiit* 
a  measure  of  protection.    1'he  protective  policy  aid 
triumphed  in  CongrcH  by  the  passage  of  the  Uriff  *^ 
1824,  which  was  followed  by  the  election  of  Mr.  Ad»" 
to  the  presidency  the  next  year,  by  which  the  pf*"*^ . 
ejrstem  gained  an  ascendency  in  the  executive, 
previously  in  the  legislative  depv^neot  of  tb« 
ment.  E<i'boldenedJ.|j^|^tQ,0^^t^w»««« 
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in  the  cemion  of  t836-'37  lo  Increise  the  duty  on  wool 
and  woollens,  which  was  rejected  by  my  casting  vote  ai 
presiding  officer  of  this  body.  These  interests  nut  find. 
mg  themselves  strong  enough  lo  force  their  way  through 
Congresa,  determined,  in  the  spirit  of  the  system,  lo  unite 
witb  other  interest^  *o  that  by  iheir  joint  influence  they 
might  secure  a  msjorily.  With  this  view,  a  combined 
movement  was  made  by  the  roanuracturing  interests, 
which  met  at  Harrisbui^,  and  agreed  on  a  new  tariff,  to 
be  laid  before  Congress  at  the  next  session,  and  con* 
tuning  a  long  list  of  ariieles,  with  a  great  increase  of  du- 
ties. This  movement  was  understood  to  have  the  coun- 
tenance and  support  of  the  then  adminiitralion.  In  (he 
mean  time,  the  anti-lariff'  interest  of  the  South  had  select- 
ed General  Jackson  as  the  candidate  against  Mr.  Adams 
for  llie  presidency.  His  principal  strength  in  the  lariff 
States  lay  in  Pennnylvania,  New  York,  and  Ohio.  They 
were  thoroughly  in  favor  of  the  protective  system,  and 
liissupporlers  there  were  not  a  little  aUrmed  at  the 
movement  at  tiarriiburg.  The  battle  waslo  be  fought  in 
Congress,  and  thus  the  presitlential  election  came  lo  be 
blended  with  the  subject  of  Ihe  tariff,  as  it  will  ever  be 
when  an  open  qnestion. 

On  the  meeting  of  Congress,  the  administration  proved 
to  be  in  a  minority  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
their  opponents  ek-cted  Mr.  Stevenson  (now  minister  at 
the  court  of  St.  Jamc*<)  speaker;  and  then,  as  now,  a  de- 
voted friend  to  the  President  elect.  It  was  apparent 
tbat  the  movemcnla  or  the  session  would  be  governed  by 
the  tarifT  question,  and  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
was  so  organised  aa  to  give  the  control  to  Ihe  ft-iends  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the  Middle  and  Western  States.  Hr. 
Mallary,  who  had  long  been  chairman,  was  continued,  but 
Ihe  present  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  [Mr. 
Wbisht]  who  was  then  a  member  of  the  other  House, 
Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  afterwards  minister  to  Co- 
lombia, and  Hr.  Stephenson,  of  Pittsburg,  were  placed 
on  the  committee,  who,  withonemember  from  the  South, 
^ve  a  m«jorily  against  the  administration.  Represent- 
ing, as  the  committee  did,  the  interests  of  the  Mid<tle  and 
Western  Slates,  which  were  thoroughly  tariff,  without  op- 
posing or  conflicting  interests  of  sny  kind,  they  reported 
a  bill  with  much  higher  duties  and  far  more  comprehen- 
sive in  its  items  than  the  Hsrrisburg  projecr,  which  was 
predicated  on  the  joint  interests  of  the  wh<-le  iar>ff  p;irty, 
comprehending  New  Engbnd,  wh«'e  induMry  was  di- 
vided between  mano&clures  on  one  side  and  commerce 
and  navigation  on  tite  other.  The  ataple  States  were 
wholly  opposed  to  the  protective  systemt  and  their  rep- 
resentatives, being  in  a  minority,  had  no  alternative  but  lo 
chooae  between  the  two  projects;  and  the  tjuestion  was 
then  presented,  what  ought  to  be  done'  One  of  two 
courses  might  be  takem  to  join  the  New  Rnfcland  inter- 
eel,  and  vote  such  amendments  to  the  bill  as  would  make 
it  acceptable  to  them,  or  to  resist  all  such  amendments, 
and  uke  the  chance  of  the  members  from  New  England 
joining  those  of  the  South,  to  defeat  the  bill  on  its  pas- 
sage in  one  or  the  Other  House.  By  the  former  course 
they  would  certainly  defeat  the  bill  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  but  they  would  aa  certainly 
insure  its  passage  in  a  mitigated  form,  as  the  members 
from  the  Middle  and  Weatern  States  would  take  any  tar- 
iff*, however  small  the  increase  of  duly,  rather  t>tan  have 
none.  The  fu-mer  would  have  fixed  the  system  on  the 
eoonliy  more  firmly  lhan  ever,  particularly  as  it  would 
beve  involved,  in  all  probabtli^,  Ihe  re-election  of  Mr. 
Adams,  the  acknowledited  candidate  of  the  larifl'  inter- 
•stsu  Ttie  latter  aflbrded  a  reasonable  prospect  of  de. 
feating  the  whole  system,  as  well  as  the  re-election  of 
Mr.  Adams.  The  difficulty  in  this  course  waa  the  possi- 
ble reunion  of  the  two  tariff  interests  by  mutual  conces. 
■ion  in  the  last  stage,  in  order  to  inaure  Ihe  passage  of 
Ihe  bHI.    To  guard  against  ibat  result,  uwrancei  were 


given  which  placed  the  representatives  of  Ihe  South  at 
ease  on  that  point.  I  speak  not  of  my  own  personal 
knowledge.  It  was  generally  so  understood  at  the  timet 
and  1  was  informed  by  individuals  who  had  a  right  to 
know,  and  who  consulted  with  me  what  courae,  under 
the  prosing  diffleulties  of  our  lilualion,  ought  to  be 
adopted,  that  such  waa  the  fact.  Our  friends  accepted 
the  assurance,  and  accordingly  resisted  all  amendmenti 
that  would  make  Ihe  bill  acceptable  to  the  Eastern  inter, 
ests,  as  the  only  possible  means  of  defeating  an  odious 
and  oppressive  system. 

The  bill  passed  the  House,  but  in  so  obnoxious  a  form 
to  the  New  England  States  that  a  Ui^e  portion  of  their 
Representatives  joined  those  of  the  South  in  voting 
against  it.  When  sent  lo  the  Senate,  it  waa  soon  ascer- 
tained Ibat,  in  Ihia  body,  where  the  Southern  and  Eaatern 
Slates  had  a  much  larger  representation  in  proportion, 
there  was  a  decided  majority  against  it  in  the  form  it 
came  from  the  House.  Every  New  England  Senator, 
with  Ihe  exception  of  one  or  two,  was  understood  to  be 
decidedly  opposedi  and,  relying  on  Ihe  assurance  on 
which  our  friends  acted  in  Ihe  House,  we  anticipated  with 
confidence  and  Joy  that  the  bill  would  be  defeated,  and 
the  whole  system  overthrown  by  the  shock.  Our  liopea 
were  soon  blasted.  A  certain  individual,  then  a  Senator, 
but  recently  elected  to  Ihe  highest  office  in  the  Union, 
was  observed  to  assume  a  mysterious  air  in  relation  to 
the  bill,  very  little  in  accordance  with  what  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe  would  have  been  hiacourse.  The 
mystery  was  explained  when  the  bill  came  up  to  be  acted 
upon.  I  will  not  give  in  detail  his  course.  Itiiaufficient 
to  say  that,  instead  of  resisting  amendments,  as  we  had  a 
right  to  expect,  he  voted  fur  all  which  were  necessary  to 
secure  the  votes  of  New  England  j  particularly  the 
amendments  to  raise  the  duties  on  woollens,  which  were 
known  to  be  essential  for  thitt  purpose.  All  these  amend- 
ments,  with  one  or  two  exceplion^  were  carried  by  his 
votes,  as  appears  from  the  journal,  now  on  my  table, 
which  I  have  recently  examined.  If  bit  name  had  been 
recorded  on  the  opposite  side,  they  would  have  beeh  lust, 
and  with  them  the  bill  itself.  He  held,  at  this  critical 
juncture,  the  fate  of  the  country  in  his  hands.  Had  he 
acted  in  good  faith,  the  bill  of  1828  never  would  have  be- 
come a  hw;  and  Ihe  responsibility  of  its  defeat  would 
have  fallen  on  those  wh'»  first  moved  on  Ihe  subject,  and 
would  have  prostrated  the  administration  which  gave  that 
movement  its  support.  With  the  prostration  trt  the  ad- 
roinialration  would  have  followed  that  of  the  protective 
system  itself.  »<nd  thus  all  the  consequences  which  fol- 
lowed that  disastrous  act  would  have  been  sveited.  Why 
a  courae  which  good  faith  as  well  as  the  public  interest 
80  obviously  dictated  waa  avoided,  and  the  oppoaite  pur- 
sued, has  never  been  enpUined.  It  is  certain  tliat  the 
instruciions  of  the  New  York  Legislature  did  not  require 
itt  but  it  may  be  that  those  by  whose  agency  the  bill 
was  passed,  and  who  owe  their  present  aacendency  to  it, 
then,  as  now,  saw  the  advantage,  in  a  parly  view,  in  bav* 
ing  the  lurifT  an  open  question,  however  much  the  coun- 
try might  be  the  sufferers. 

Having  traced  the  tariff  of  1828  tn  the  chairman  of  Ihe 
Committee  on  Finance  and  the  President  elect,  as  its 
aulhorn,  I  next  propose  to  trace,  very  briefly,  what  fol- 
lowed, duwn  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1833,  which  set- 
tled the  controversy  that  grew  out  of  the  former,  and 
which  this  bill,  Drij;tnating  with  lis  autliora,  is  intended 
to  unsettle,  in  onler  that  the  Senate  may  have  a  connect- 
ed view  of  the  whole  aeries  of  events  connected  with  thii 
deeply  important  subject,  and  of  which  the  present  meas- 
ure furms  the  last. 

I  have  already  stated  that  Genera)  Jackaon  bad  been 
selected  by  the  opposition,  as  the  candidate  against  Hr. 
Adamst  and  it  now  beoomei  neeesaST^  to  add  wlut  were 
the  motirei  which  govliisiiiifeclb^  \iptMMi«^  Im  far  as 
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myself  and  friends  vere  concerned,  in  making  this  se* 
lection.  They  were  altogether  political.  There  never 
was  any  intimacy,  at  any  time,  between  liim  and  myself. 
Oar  relations  were  simply  friendly,  without  being  in  any 
degree  eonftdential.  Tbe  leading  objeeu  were  to  reverse 
the  precedent  that  brought  Mr.  Adams  into  poweri  to 
arrest  the  protective  syatemi  to  overthrow  the  principle 
in  which  it  originated,  and  to  restore  the  old  republican 
doctrines,  fron  which  the  Goremmeot  had  logreatly  de- 
parted. 

After  a  long  and  arduous  struggle,  the  protective  sys- 
tem had  completely  triumphed,  as  has  been  stated,  in 
the  election  of  Mr.  Adams.  Suceenful  opposition  to  aa 
utti^ariff'  candidate  was  hopelen;  and  the  opponents  of 
tbe  system  were,  accordingly,  compelled  to  elect  some 
one  whose  position,  in  relation  to  the  tarifT,  was  not  well 
defined)  and  who  had  a  popularity  in  the  Stales  friendly 
to  the  protective  system,  unconnected  with  polttica.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  united  these  advantages,  to  which  he  added 
others,  which  recommended  him  to  the  confidence  of  the 
South.  He  was  a  cotton  planter  and  a  slaveholder|  and 
as  such,  it  was  believed,  would  use  his  power  and  influ- 
ence to  arrest  the  further  progress  and  to  correct  tbe 
excesses  of  a  system  so  oppresnve  to  the  staple  Slates. 
Circumstances  connected  with  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
1838  first  weakened  that  confidence.  1  refer  in  particular 
to  the  course  of  one  of  tbe  Senaton  from  Tennessee  at 
the  time,  who  was  known  to  be  in  the  entire  confidence 
of  General  Jackson.  I  mean  not  him  [Judge  Wbitx]  who 
iHsat  my  rigbtt  his  conduct  throughout  was  above  all 
suaplciont  and  let  me  here  add,  as  an  act  of  justice,  that, 
at  a  subsequent  period,  when  the  bill  of  1833  was  pend- 
ing, the  country  owes  much  to  his  upright  and  firm  con- 
duct, as  the  presiding  ofiicer  of  the  Senate,  in  effecting 
tbe  passage  ofthat  measure,  which  closed  the  controversy 
and  saved  the  country  from  a  civil  conflict.  "Hie  ooune 
of  Hr.  Eaton,  the  individual  1o  whom  1  allude,  wai  well 
calculated,  on  the  occasion,  to  eicite  doubit  as  to  the 
views  and  intentions  of  General  Jackson  in  relation  to  the 
protective  policy.  Without  going  into  detail,  it  is  suf- 
ficient to  say  that  he  voted  for  the  bilit  and  that  on  one 
or  two  decisive  questions,  on  which  the  fate  of  ihe  bill 
depended,  it  was  saved  by  his  votes.  Tfarse  indications 
shook  our  confidence  in  General  Jacfcsoni  and  that,  at 
the  critical  moment  when  the  pastajK  of  the  bill  east  lo 
deep  a  gloom  over  the  South,  ana  menaced  with  so 
much  danger  the  Kbeny  and  institutions  of  the  country. 

With  tbe  decline  of  our  confidence  in  General  Jack- 
son, it  became  necessary  to  seek  some  efficient  remedy 
that  could  not  deceive,  Hhould  be  fail  to  fulfil  Ihe  object 
for  which  wc  selected  him  as  our  candidate.  That  rem- 
edy we  found  in  Slate  interposition,  and  every  efibrt 
was  made  without  delay  to  revive  the  doctrines  of  the 
Kentucky  and  Vii^nia  resolutions  of  1798,  which  formed 
the  original  ba«s  of  the  republican  party,  but  which  had 
BO  long  Isid  dormant,  or  neglected,  as  furnishing  means 
of  arresting  (he  Tatal  consequences  of  the  act  1838,  in  the 
event  that  all  others  should  fail. 

In  the  mean  lime,  the  opposite  interest  was  not  idle. 
Measures  were  taken  without  delay  to  secure  and  per- 
petuate the  advantages  already  acquired.  With  this 
view,  the  first  movement  wai  made  by  Hr.  Uickerson, 
then  a  member  of  the  Senate,  but  now  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  and  who  was  then,  at  now,  a  decided  friend  of  the 
President  elect.  At  the  next  session  he  Introduced  a 
bill  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenur,  as  a  per- 
manent measure,  intended  to  perpetuate  and  protect  the 
system.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  measure,  now  so 
frequently  and  loudly  denounced  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  and  those  who  acted  with  him.  Whatever 
evil  may  fiow  from  it,  the  responsibility  is  on  him  and 
his  pcrfitical  associates,  who  originated  and  aapported  the 
tariff  of  1838.   At  to  us,  we  flaw  «t  once  the  dMign  and 


tendency  of  the  measure,  and  without  delay  opposed 
it  so  decidedly  as  to  defeat  its  pawsge.  I  am  gratified 
to  perceive  that  the  Senator,  with  whom  the  act  of  1838 
(the  cause  of  the  surplus)  originated,  is  now  compelled 
to  acknowledge  by  hit  acts  our  foretight,  and  the  cor 
rectneas  of  the  course  which  we  pursued  i  but  he  nniit 
permit  me  to  say  that  it  is  unkind  in  him,  who  wu  tbe 
author  of  ihe  evil,  to  hold  us  up  as  the  friends  of  distrilw 
tion — a  measure  originating  with  his  psrty,  and  introdu- 
ced in  order  to  perpetuate  an  act  of  which  be  is  tbe  au- 
thor. Instead  of  censure,  he  ought  to  give  us  flow 
credit  for  sagacity  in  foreseeing  those  evSt  whM  be  MW 
so  often  denounces,  and  for  our  patriotism  in  rairing 
warning  voice  against  the  measure  in  which  theyori|i- 
nated.  He  might  surely,  in  our  past  conduct,  find  now 
apology  for  un,  in  the  fact  that  we,  who  have  been  op- 
posed to  distribution,  should  now,  when  the  surplinii 
in  a  regular  course  of  reduction  by  the  act  of  1833,  pre- 
fer depositing  an  unavoidable  surplus  with  the  Stslet, 
rather  ihan  leave  it  to  the  depotite  banks,  for  the  benell 
of  ttoekholtlers  and  political  partiuns.  It  is  not  eiacll]' 
just  that  they  who  have  done  the  mischief  should  escape 
Ihe  blame,  and  that  censure  should  fall  on  those  who 
have  in  every  stage  been  opposed  to  distribution,  anl 
have  done  all  in  their  power  to  prevent  a  surplus. 

Tbe  failure  uf  Mr.  Diekerson's  movement  in  Congress 
to  perpetuate  the  tariff  of  1828  by  distributing  the  nr. 
plus  revenue,  did  not  deter  the  party  from  punainf; 
their  favorite  scheme.  The  neit  movement  wasat  tba 
Hermitage,  and  with  so  much  nicceta  that  General  Jack- 
son was  secured  in  its  favor  before  he  arrived  in  ibii 
place  to  assume  the  duties  of  Chief  Magistrate.  _Ai 
short  as  was  his  inaugural  address,  it  contained,  uorip* 
nalty  draughted,  a  recomendation  in  favor  of  dislribolion, 
which  he  was  induced,  with  great  difficulty,  to  take  out. 
I  speak  not  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  on  authority  m 
which  I  implicitly  rely.  The  eeheme  wet  not  abtidi*- 
ed,  though  taken  out  of  hit  inaugural  address.  He 
strongly  recommended  it  to  Congress  in  bis  first  and  lec- 
ond  annual  messages,  in  direct  opposilion  to  Ihe  opiawo 
of  several  of  the  ablest  members  of  his  cabineii  and  this, 
too,  before  the  reduction  of  the  tariff  of  1828,  whtiH  U- 
cording  to  his  confession  in  his  last  message,  it  vooU 
have  tended  powerfully  to  perpetuate  that  opprenv* 
and  disattroua  measure. 

That  he  acted  in  concert,  in  all  this,  with  the  anUMn 
and  supporters  of  ihe  tariff  of  1828,  we  haveconchww 
evidence  in  the  corresponding  mnvemcn's  of  the  Near 
York  Legislature.  Governor  Marcy,  of  that  SUte,  fol- 
lowed lip  the  message  of  the  President  by  a  strong  ree- 
ommet>dation  in  favor  of  the  distribution  of  the  sarplas, 
to  which  the  Legislature  responded  by  a  rote  of  a^tfe- 
val,  with  a  decisive  majority;  but  tbe  measure  aa*  *^ 
repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  tbe  community  to  be  forced 
through  Congrett,  even  hy  the  aid  of  party  flRachiaefrt 
backed  by  the  influence  and  popularity  of  the  Presideak 

In  the  nr»ean  lime,  the  period  of  the  final  paymestw 
the  public  debt  was  rapidly  approaching,  when,  witboct 
a  very  great  reduction  of  duties,  there  must  be  aa  in- 
roense  surplus  revenue,  which  could  not  be  abtcuhed  by 
the  legitimate  objecti  of  espenditurei  and  yet  the  ad- 
minittration  then,  aa  at  all  timet,  under  the  control  of  IM 
party  to  which  the  Senator  belongs,  were  too  orach 
g  rowed  in  the  paltry  politicfl  of  the  day  to  make  tbe  kart 
preparation  to  meet  a  juncture  so  full  of  embarrasuae*' 
and  danger.  Our  course  was  different.  We  clearly 
what  was  coming,  and  prepared  in  time  for  tbe  cna»- 
We  saw  that  if  the  tariff  of  1 838  was  perpetuated.  tbe«> 
pie  Sutea  would  be  reduced  to  poverty  and  ""'"i^It 
accordingly  opposed,  with  all  our  might,  every  atie«P» 
of  the  Senator  and  hit  party  to  perpetuate  that  oda* 
and  opprettive  meaaure.  We  aaji^ttb  equal  clesroe* 
that  witboot  redtictio0igt|ie^i]y4i^<Se®g4i9<>**^ 
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plua»  ftnd,  tl  the  ume  Uidp,  ibit  there  was  not  the  slight- 
est prospect  ur  such  reduction  Trom  those  in  power,  who 
wer«  eiiber  blind  to  the  danger  or  too  indifferent  to  the 
iDtcrwts  of  the  country  to  bestow  a  moroent'i  iltention 
oo  tbe  sabject.  Above  all,  we  hv  the  dinger  of  so 
Wge  s  surplusi  tbe  rsst  incresse,  in  consequence,  of  the 
power  and  pstroitage  of  the  Executivet  the  corruption 
and  speculation  that  would  follow,  with  the  loss  of  all 
responsibility  on  tbe  part  of  those  in  power.  In  all  this 
we  could  not  but  see  the  overthrow  of  our  institutions, 
and,  with  them,  of  the  liberty  of  the  country,  unless 
•ooc  effectual  remedy  should  be  applied.  This  remedy, 
as  I  have  stated,  was  to  be  found  in  State  interposition) 
and  we  accordingly  spared  no  .exertion  in  preparing  our 
Bute  to  meet  tbe  coming  danger,  under  the  banner  of 
State  sovereignty.  In  the  mean  time,  we  patiently  wait* 
cd  the  final  payment  of  the  public  debt,  when,  if  a  Bufli- 
cient  reduction  of  the  duties  was  not  made,  by  which 
only  the  approaching  calamity  would  be  averted,  it  was 
resolved  to  interpose  the  sovereign  voice  of  the  Stale,  as 
tbe  last  and  only  efficient  remedy. 

At  the  opening  of  the  session  of  ISSl-'SS,  the  PresU 
dent,  io  bis  annual  message,  announced  that  the  public 
debt  ai%ht  be  considered  as  extinguished,  as  lliere 
vu  auifieient  money  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  rem- 
nant unpaidi  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  the  adminiitra- 
tion  began  to  move  on  the  reduction  of  tbe  protective 
dutiesf  but  even  then^  when  forced  by  neceasily  to  act, 
so  absurd  and  inefficient  were  the  schemes  proposed  for 
reducing  the  duties  that  it  may  well  be  doubled,  even 
BOW(  whether  their  denre  to  keep  open  the  dangeroua 
and  vexed  question  of  the  tsriff  did  not  preponderate 
over  all  other  motives.  Instead  of  proposing  a  system 
of  gradual  reduction,  which  would  bring  down  the  duties 
in  a  limited  period  to  the  wants  of  the  Treasury,  aHer 
the  discbar^  of  the  debt,  without  the  overthrow  of  the 
■lanafactunng  ettablisbmenis  of  the  country,  which  was 
obviotisly  tbe  onljr  practicable  and  wise  course,  a  partial 
and  inemeient  bill  was  introduced,  which  provided  a 
limited  reduction*  without  any  regular  plan.  It  received 
tbe  sanction  of  Congress,  and  was  officially  announced 
to  be  a  final  adjustment  of  the  tariff  between  the  con- 
flicting interests.  The  amount  of  the  reduction  of  the 
revenue  under  its  proviMona  was  estimated  not  to  ex- 
ceed three  or  four  millions  of  dollars,  and  yet  it  was  se- 
riously maintained  that  this  inconsiderable  reduction 
wonld  bring  down  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
crnneDti  and  anch  was  tbe  force  of  party  delusion  at 
tbe  tilDr,  that  gentlemen  of  intelligence  returned  home 
and  staked  their  reputation  and  re-election  on  that  issue. 
But  we  were  not  deceived  then,  as  we  do  not  intend  to 
be  BOW.  We  clearly  saw  through  the  deception,  and 
took  oar  atattd  at  once,  with  a  fixed  determination  to 
rioae  tbe  dangerous  controversy,  and  throw  off  the  op- 
prcMive  and  unconstitutional  burden  which  weighed  so 
Dciv^y  upon  tbe  energy  and  prosperity  of  tbe  South. 
Tbe  time  fcr  action  baa  arrived.  Tbe  debt  was  paid, 
and  yet  tbe  tariff  of  1638,  the  offspring  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Toi-k  and  bin  party,  remained  almost  in  full 
energy.  After  a  warm  canvass,  tbe  State  of  South  Car- 
obiia,  as  one  of  the  aovereign  members  of  this  Union, 
net  in  convention,  declared  the  act  to  be  unconstitution- 
al, and,  as  such,  null  and  void.  In  a  word,  we  nullified. 
Then  followed  the, proclamation  and  force  hilt,  as  the 
ultimate  meani  nS  prolonging  tbe  exiatenee  of  tbe  odious 
and  UDConstilutional  act  of  1838,  which  the  party  of 
which  the  Senator  is  a  member  bad  attempted  to  fix  on 
the  country  by  a  scheme  of  permanent  distribultoni  and 
which,  when  the  issue  wss  made,  they  were  ready  to  sus- 
tain at  the  hazard  of  civil  war.  But,  thanks  to  a  kind 
Providence  wbicli  bad  watched  so  constantly  over  our 
dcatinieiy  tbcir  counsel  did  not  prevail.  Tbe  spirit  of 
MNwiliBtion  and  eonpromiae  orerrlued  (bat  of  TtcAence 


and  force.  The  memorable  bill  of  1833  was  introduced 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat,]  and  be- 
came a  law  of  the  land,  in  deqiite  of  the  protective  and 
foroe^ill  parly.  It  closed  tbe  cooSiet  between  the  North 
and  the  South,  which,  if  not  revived  by  the  arts  of 
those  who  passed  the  tarilT  of  1828,  will,  I  trust  and  be- 
lieve, remain  closed  forever. 

Such  is  the  train  of  events  which  led  Io  the  act  of 
1633,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  passed)  and 
we  are  now  called  on  to  decide  whether  we  shall  adhere 
to  its  provisions  nr  not.  Tbe  Senator  from  New  York  in- 
vites us  to  surrender  our  interest  in  >l,  and  to  open  anew 
the  taiilT  umtroverty t  and,  with  a  view  to  test  our  deter- 
mination, has  inserted  in  this  bill  the  repeal  of  the  duty 
on  salt.  He  signifies  his  dissent.  I  am  glad  of  it.  It 
proves  that  he  dreads  a  direct  issue  on  the  subject,  which 
is  not  iurprising  after  the  statement  made)  but  I  must  tell 
him  that  it  is  immaterial  whether  it  was  so  intended  or 
not.  Salt  is  among  the  articles  comprehended  in  the 
act,  and,  if  we  may  touch  one  item,  we  may  all.  To 
vote  for  the  repeal  of  a  single  item,  unless  with  common 
content,  as  effectually  surrenders  the  eomproiQise  as  to 
vote  for  the  repeal  of  all. 

The  Senator  from  New  York  xawA  excuse  me.  I  fee  lit 
my  duty  to  speak  plainly  where  the  interest  of  my  eon- 
stitueniB  and  the  whole  country  is  so  deeply  concerned, 
f  must  tell  him  I  lack  confidence  in  him.  I  see  in  his 
bill  a  design,  under  the  show  of  reduction,  to  revive  the 
tariff  conlrover^f  by  which  he  and  his  party  have  so 
much  profiled  at  tbe  expense  f>f  the  country.  It  is  an 
artful  and  bold  stroke  of  party  policy,  calculated  to  dii- 
tract  and  divide  the  opposition,  and  place  almost  unlimit- 
ed control  over  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  country  in 
the  bands  of  those  in  power.  It  affords  the  means  of  ap- 
pealing Io  the  hopes  and  fears  of  every  section  and  inte- 
rest, while  the  distraction  and  division  which  must  follow 
would  prevent  tbe  poanbility  of  united  efforts  to  arrest 
the  abusea  and  eneroacbmenls  of  power.  Experience 
has  taught  us  to  understand  the  game,  and  to  be  on  our 
guard  against  those  who  are  playing  it.  We  cannot 
close  our  ryes  to  the  fact  that  the  party  which  ii  now  so 
intent  to  disturb  the  compromise  is  Ihe  very  parly  that 
was  the  author  of  Ihe  tariff  of  1828)  and  which,  after 
using  every  effort  to  render  it  permanent,  was  rMdy  Io 
shed  our  blood  rather  than  surrender  the  act.  Theirde* 
votion  to  a  measure,  of  which  they  are  the  authors,  and 
to  which  thry  owe  their  present  elevation,  prepared  as 
to  espect  that  deep  hoalility  to  the  act  which  gave  their 
favorite  a  mortal  blow,  and  opened  the  way  for  a  united, 
and,  we  trust,  ere  long,  a  Bucceaaful  resistsnce  to  power, 
acquired  by  deception,  and  retained  by  delusion  and  cor- 
ruption. The  entire  South  may  well  apply  to  the  Sen- 
ator, as  the  author  of  the  tariff  of  1828,  the  reply  which 
a  distinguished  Senator  gave,  after  its  passsge,  to  one 
who  now  occupies  a  higher  station  than  he  then  did,  and 
who  undertook  to  esp  wn  to  bim  his  vote  on  the  occasioni 
"  Sir,  you  have  deceived  me  oncei  tlut  was  your  fault) 
but  if  you  deceive  me  again,  the  fault  will  be  mine.*' 
Alas,  fur  Vit^inia!  that  once  proud  and  patriotic  Statet 
she  has  dismissed  her  honest  and  enlightened  so",  who 
served  her  with  so  much  fideliiy,  and  has  elevated  to  tbe 
highest  office  him  who  betrayed  her  and  trampled  her 
interest  in  Ihe  dust. 

i  k<K>w  full  well  the  attempts  that  will  be  made  to  mis- 
represent my  position  on  this  occasion,  and  to  weaken 
XRt  in  the  coi'fidence  of  the  public.  I  fear  them  not. 
I  know  well  tho>e  whom  1  represent.  I'hey  have  too 
clear  a  conception  of  their  true  interest,  and  place  loo 
high  an  estimitie  on  truth  and  honor,  to  withbuM  their 
confidence  from  him  who  fearlessly  fullous  their  dictates. 
They  wilt  scorn  the  miserable  boon  proffered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York,  and  the  haM  that  offera  it,  and 
will  cling  to  Ihe  act  «ih%t^A{e^A>-^^udl^^ning  from 
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Ihii  GoTcrnment.  Were  I  to  liiten  to  the  voice  of  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  thej  would  hold  me  blind  to 
llieir  interest*,  and  indifferent  to  their  honor.  I  ■hall 
firmly  nuintafn  the  position  I  have  taken.  I  ahall  not  as- 
sent to  disturb  the  act  of  1833,  in  tlie  slightest  degree,  to 
long  as  the  raBnufacturing  intrrests  shall  adhere  to  in 
provisions,  be  the  conduct  of  politictana  what  it  mny. 
Thus  far  they  hare  firmfy  adhered.  Not  a  murmur  has 
been  heard,  or  a  petition  ofTered,  from  that  quarter, 
against  it,  from  its  passage  to  the  present  day;  while  the 
memorial  of  the  Legialatiires  of  the  two  great  tariff 
Staler— Uasaachuselta  andPennsylrania — which  pledge 
themselves  to  abide  by  the  provistom  of  the  act,  give 
strong  additional  assurance  that,  if  we  do  not  disturt)  it 
on  our  part  they  will  not  on  theirs. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  that,  as  one  of  tliote  representing 
ill  part  one  of  the  Suutliern  Statci>,  he  fell  himself  call- 
ed upon  to  lay  that  he  did  not  approve  the  doctrines 
which  liad  been  advanced  by  Hie  Senators  from  South 
Carolina,  and  considered  himself  bound,  by  a  proper  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  his  constituents,  to  vole  for  the 
abolition  of  the  duly  an  salt.  This  tax  on  an  article  of 
such  prime  necessity  and  universal  use  had  always  been 
viewed  as  odious,  even  when  intended  as  a  financial  meas. 
lire,  to  relieve  an  embarrassed  Treasury.  What,  then, 
lie  would  ask,  should  be  Ihe  degree  of  repugnance  felt 
towards  it,  when  millions  were  annually  flowing  into  the 
Treasury  beyond  its  legitimate  wants^ 

Among  the  most  extraordinary  ipet^cles  that  he  had 
witnessed  Itere,  in  the  various  mutations  of  political  par- 
ties, none  had  struck  him  «•  more  remarksble  than  that 
presented  by  the  co-operation  of  the  Senators  from  South 
Carolina  with  the  Senatitp  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Uavis] 
who  had  always  been  distinguished  for  his  seal  in  sup- 
port of  high  protecting  duties,  against  the  reductions 
proposed  by  the  Commiliee  on  Finance.  This,  indeed, 
was  •  strange  and  estraordinary  coincidence!  And 
what  more  did  we  see  and  hear?  Both  of  the  Senators 
from  St'Uth  Carolina  denouncing,  in  the  moat  unquahfied 
terms,  those  of  our  Northern  friends  who  advocated 
these  reductions] 

The  Senate  had  been  told  that  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  other  Southern  States,  which  had  aided  in  elevating 
the  President  elect  to  Ihe  station  which  he  was  aborily 
to  fill,  had  done  an  act  fiital  to  their  interests,  and  inctm- 
siatent  with  their  political  principles.  As  cm  of  the 
Senators  from  a  Suutliern  State,  lie  could  not  sit  in 
ailence  and  hear  the  charges  which  had  been  brought 
against  that  gentleman,  on  the  subject  of  the  tur  fT,  wilh- 
out  expressing  the  opinion  that  great  injustice  had  been 
done  him.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  no  hesitation  in  making  the 
af-sertion  that,  from  the  period  when  he  had  first  taken 
his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  session  of  1839-*30,  down  to 
llie  period  when  South  Carolina  passed  her  ordinance  of 
nnllifieation,  the  only  efficient  aid  given  by  any  party 
from  the  North  in  f*TOr  of  reduction  came  from  the  po- 
litical friends  uf  Mr.  Van  Buren.  lie  would  ask  if  it 
had  not  been  almost  a  constant  topic  of  abuse  and  de- 
nunciation against  him,  during  the  period  (o  which  he 
had  referred,  that  he  favorrd  a  reduction  of  the  tariff' 
If  any  (me  doubted  the  accuracy  of  his  recoltections  of 
tliat  period,  he  would  refer  them  to  the  contempora- 
neous debates  in  both  branches  of  Congress,  and  they 
would  find  (hat  portion  of  the  opposition  who  were  in 
favor  of  high  protecting  duties  repeatedly  assailing  him 
as  an  adversary  of  the  system,  and  as  meditating  it«  over- 
throw. Such  Mr.  D.  knew  to  be  the  fact,  lie  knew, 
likewise,  upon  all  test  questions  which  csme  before 
either  House  of  Congress,  during  the  period  to  which 
he  had  alluded,  that  almost  the  only  aid  that  the  South- 
ern Slates  liad  received,  either  in  discussion  or  by  votes, 
waa  given  by  the  political  friends  of  the  gentleman  whom 
the  Senate  haifheard  so  much  denounced.    And,  not- 


withstanding this  was  the  fiaet,  he  was  held  up  here,  md 
charged  wi\h  having  attempted  to  fix  permanently  higta  ' 
dutieaon  the  country!    Hr.  B.  considered  the  charge  | 
witteh  had  likewise  been  cnade  against  the  adminiitiatin  | 
in  this  debate,  of  having  wanted  in  proper  effbrti  lo  !«•  j 
duce  the  tarifT,  pending  the  progress  of  the  great  c«a> 
troversy  which  had  agitated  the  country  on  that  subject  j 
to  be  equally  unsustained.    Those  who  were  then  meis.  | 
bers  of  that  body  could  not  fuil  to  recollect  Ihe  aniiau 
exertions  made  by  the  leading  members  of  the  adaiiail- 
tration  to  obtain  a  reduction  of  the  lariflT  to  soae  rt««m- 
able  standard.    At  the  session  of  1831-*33,  the  Ihei 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  submitted  a  pisn  to  the  Hotnc 
of  Representatives,  which  he  was,  he  beKeved,  called 
on  by  a  resolution  of  that  body  to  do,  wliich  proposed  a 
very  large  reduction,  and  which  met  with  warm  oppo- 
sition from  the  manufacturing  interests.   This  pbn  «ii 
then  considered  as  having  not  only  the  sanction  oT  the 
adminiatration,  but  its  warm  support.    How,  then,  he 
would  ask,  could  it  with  justice  be  said  that  then  m 
no  eflTort  made  in  good  faith  by  those  in  power  to  adjuM 
this  queation  at  that  time^ 

The  honorable  Senator  from  South  CaroVmi  [Mr. 
Calhoob]  had  said  that  the  act  of  1833,  by  whicti  ibe 
tariff  waa  reduced  some  five  or  six  millions  anmitll;,  ! 
was  considered  by  those  who  voted  for  it  as  settling  tbc  i 
great  question  of  the  tariff  between  the  North  soil  tU  | 
South.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  one  of  those  who  voted  br  | 
the  act  of  1833,  and  be  also  remembered  the  IHlle  hiv 
which  it  met  with  from  some  other  quarter.  He  M  M 
consider  it  as  stall  settling  the  question,  nor  did  other  gf*- 
tiemen  from  the  South,  who  supported  it,  view  it  iotbil 
I'ght.  Oil  the  contrary,  Ihe  debates  of  that  day  woald 
show  that  they  had  declared  their  unalterable  horttlity  ts 
the  system,  while  it  continued  on  the  statute  bo^>  1'^ 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was,  therefore,  cefhMT 
misuken  when  he  had  said  that  the  act  of  1833  vu  coS' 
sidered  as  sell  Kng  the  queation  of  ibe  tariff  brtveen  tha 
North  and  the  South.  Me  would  add  that.  In  lii*  opt- 
ion, mucli  of  Ihe  credit  was  due  to  the  opetition  of  thst 
law  In  mitigating  the  lariff,  which  was  now  dsimed  «■ 
clusivety  for  what  was  irenerally  designated  ss  the  con- 
promise  act,  passed  in  1833!  By  the  former  act,  it  wu 
estimated  that  the  revenue  would  be  reduced  uffual'r 
five  or  six  millioosi  yet  it  seemed  that  all  the  credit  is 
now  to  be  given  to  the  compromise  nd.  He  Mi 
wards  that  act,  and  for  the  motives  which  pronpted  wo 
honorable  gentleman  who  originated  it,  that  respect  Is 
which  Iht-y  were  au  justly  entitled. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolins  who  had 
first  addressed  the  Senate  on  this  question,  [Mr.  fu*- 
T05,]  look  occasion,  in  the  course  uf  hia  remarki^M^ 
it  was  owing  to  Ihe  virtue  and  patriotism  of  the  Stale  of 
South  Carviliiia,  in  taking  the  stand  ahe  did  in 
the  tartfl;  that  the  Southern  States  were  now  ei^^|f 
the  advantages  of  diminiihed  burdens  on  iheir  prDeoc- 
tions.  Now,  it  was  far  from  liia  intention  to  speak  «■<■ 
censure  of  the  movement  of  ihat  Stair,  which  had  bees 
alluded  to  as  possessing  so  much  virtue.  He  waiopP*' 
sed  to  the  force  bill,  designed  to  counteract  thBtW>T^ 
menti  but  he  thought  it  WMScIaiming  rather  toonuckM 
say  that  the  credit  was  due  solely  to  any  one  Stale. 
did  not  believe  that  her  course  on  that  occsaon  h* 
been  attended  wilb  such  forlunate  consequeitoes  u  ih<«< 
which  had  been  claimed  as  flowing  from  it.  Oa  the 
contrary,  he  must  be  allowed  to  express  great  dooMi 
whether  it  had  not,  in  a  great  degree,  in  the  end,  et* 
tributed  to  delay  Ibe  teduelion  of  tbe  dutiea  dowe  *>  * 
revenue  point. 

The  payment  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  >caia«^ 
lion  of  avast  amount  of  aurplus  in  the  Trc«aerr,M 
produced  an  almost  universal  eiyiviciion  thaougboiii  W 
country  tbm  the  i«veDipiil»mlFlHta6^i6^|(@rii  toiM  ^ 
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Itgitiaute  wanti  of  Ibe  Gorernnent.  This  opinion  cer- 
Uinly  prevailed  :it  tlie  lut  session  of  Congress,  so  far  at 
he  wu  ableto  judgef  And  what,  he  would  inquire,  was 
lite  reuon,  and  almost  the  sole  reason,  for  not  doing  it? 
Was  it  not  asserted  that  the  compromise  act,  which  re- 
sulted from  the  movement  of  South  Carolina,  had  impo- 
sed an  obligatiun  on  Congress  not  to  act  while  it  was  tn 
force?  This,  certainly,  was  the  main  ailment  against 
legislation  to  reduce  the  duties.  He  believed  but  for 
that  even  the  most  enthuiiastlc  advocates  of  high  protect- 
ing duties  would  not  have  ventured  to  advocate  tlie  con- 
tinaaoce  of  the  law  by  which  the  preseot  immense 
MDount  of  lurplua  revemw  wtt  rtited>  He  would  re> 
peat,  then,  that  it  might  be  well  questioned  whetber  the 
movement  of  South  Carolina  had  not,  in  some  degree, 
prejudiced  Southern  interesia,  from  the  effect  of  the 
eompromiae  act,  which  had  resulted  from  it,  to  delay  the 
reduction  of  the  tariff  down  to  a  revenue  sUndard. 

The  Senator  bad  warned  those  repreaenling  Soultiern 
States  in  ihb  body  not  tovote  for  a  reduction  oTthe  duties 
provided  for  by  the  bill  then  before  Ihem,  because,  in 
d«n^  woy  be  thinks  they  will  lose  the  favorable  position 
at  this  time  occupied  by  the  South  under  the  present 
ayatem,  and  invite  another  attempt  to  increase  the  tari6*. 
Mr.  B.  did  not  perceive  any  ground  fur  the  indulgence 
of  such  apprehensions.  The  national  debt  had  been  some 
time  since  paid  off,  and  a  large  amount  of  surplus  reve- 
nue was  tfnnually  coming  into  the  Treasury,  He  could 
not  for  a  BUMoent  believe  that  any  administration  would 
ever  venture  to  dangeroua  an  experiment  m  to  propose 
en  increase  of  duties  under  such  cireumstaoees. 

He  had  always  entertained  the  opinion  that  the  act  of 
1833  should  not  be  touched  for  light  or  trifling  causes. 
Asa  Senattn-  from  a  Southern  State,  he  would  not  have 
volunteered  a  proposition  to  act  on  this  subjectt  but  as 
It  had  been  brought  before  them,  and  n  very  clear  indi- 
oations^  in  his  opinion,  bad  been  given,  from  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  Nortb(  that  aome  reduction 
oaght  to  be  made,  he  considered  the  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion materially  changed.  The  frienda  of  reduction  were 
not  OQ  ttMt  floor  confined  to-those  representing  South- 
ern Stalest  but  many  gentlemen,  from  each  of  the 
great  divisions  of  the  Union,  were  found  concurring  in 
the  opinion  tint  it  was  necesMry.  When  Itiis  sentiment 
bad  taken  such  strong  bold  of  the  public  mind,  as  well 
in  a  large  portion  of  the  North  as  elsewhere,  he  could 
not  ace  any  impropriety  in  lqr>*l**inK  *'>^  *  v<c*  to 
lessen  the  public  burdens,  at  thii  time  ao  unnecessarily 
continued.  As  one  of  those  representing  a  Southern 
Slate,  he  did  not  conaider  that  he  should  discharge  his 
duty  if  be  were,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  refuse 
bis  aid  in  voting  to  aboli^  the  duly  on  salt;  an  article  so 
casential  to  every  class  of  citizens,  and  more  especially  to 
IlKue  engaged  in  i|fricultural  pursuits. 

If,  however,  (said  Hr.  D.,)  this  view  of  the  subject  is 
irreconeile^le  with  a  proper  eonsideration  of  the  com- 
promise act,  there  was  another  obligation  of  itil)  higher 
nutbority,  and  entitled  to  more  sacred  observance,  than 
any  which  oould  poesibly  result  from  a  mere  legislative 
enactment,  that  challenged  their  respect.  He  alluded 
to  the  conatitution  of  the  United  States,  from  which  was 
derived  our  power  to  impose  taxes,  in  the  shape  of  du- 
tiea  or  otherwise.  He  contended  that  Congress  bad  no 
right  to  raise  money  by  any  species  of  taxation,  except 
only  for  the  purpoae  of  carrying  into  effect  the  powers 
granted  tojhe  General  Government  by  that  instrument. 
They  were  annually  raising  a  great  deal  more  money 
than  was  required  for  those  purposes.  Was  there  net, 
then,  a  constitutional  obligation  resting  on  them  to  re- 
duce the  duties  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  which 
was  paramouot  to  any  and  to  every  other  conuderation/ 
While,  therefore,  gentlemen  were  urging  the  claimi  of 
tlw  eompromiM  act  to'  niob  nered  ngud,  be  Iruited 
Vol. 


that  they  would  remember  that  the  conatitution  f>f  the 
United  States  deserved  infinitely  more  their  regard  and 
respect,  in  guiding  us  in  our  deliberations  here. 

Mr  B.  expressed  his  regret  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Hr.  Calbocx]  had  deemed  it  proper  to 
mtke  what  was,  in  bis  opinion,  such  an  uncalled  for  and 
unwarrantable  denunciation  against  those  of  tbeir  North- 
ern friends  who  had  come  forward  as  the  advocatea  of  a 
reduction  of  duties  on  this  occasion.  If  some  of  these 
gentlemen  had  occupied  the  position  in  1828,  in  relation 
to  the  tariff,  which  had  been  said  and  cbar^d  against 
them,  the  country  had  the  gratification  now  to  see  and 
know  that  llwy,  at  least,  had  changed  for  the  better, 
while  some  of  those  reprrseming  a  portion  of  the  South 
upon  this  floor,  and  who  were  now  opposing  some  of 
the  proposed  reductions,  bad,  in  that  respect,  somewhat 
deteriorated. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  in  his  opinion,  in 
opposing  a  reduction  of  dutiea,  by  so  doing  contributct 
to  keep  up  the  system,  and,  in  that  manner,  indirectly 
■upporird  the  tariff  principle.  It  would  seem,  there* 
fore,  that  the  relative  positions  of  gentlemen  bad  under* 
gone  some  change  in  the  progress  of  events. 

[Mr.  Calbouk.  Am  I  to  understand  tiie  Senator  to  say 
that  I  have  changed  my  sentimentiin  relation  to  the  tariff?] 

Hr.  U.  resumed.  What  he  intended  to  say,  and  what 
he  had  distinctly  said,  was,  that  those  who  are  now 
charged  with  having,  in  1828,  been  friends  of  the  tariff^ 
at  any  rate  had  now  given  indications  in  favor  of  relax- 
ing the  present  system  of  duties,  while  gentlemen  who 
were  hitherto  apposed  to  the  system  were  at  present 
against  a  reduction  of  the  duties.  He  could  not  exactly 
uy  what  their  sentiments  were,  but  only  what  their 
course  was  lierr.  Whether  their  sentiments  had  under- 
gone any  chsngr,  it  wss  not  for  him  to  sayi  but  he  re- 
peated that,  to  far  as  their  actions  were  concerned,  it 
seemed  certain  to  him  that  the  gentlemen  were  not  as 
hoatile  to  the  ayslem  aa  they  had  been  on  some  former 
occa^ons. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  mode  in 
which  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  reasoned  went 
to  hold  up  Mr.  C.  to  the  country  as  being  opposed  to 
the  reduction  of  the  tariff.  Mr.  C.  protested  against 
such  an  interpretation  of  his  course.  Ife  was,  and  al- 
ways had  been,  decidedly  in  favor  of  a  reduction,  and  ho 
voted  against  the  present  motions  expressly  from  his  ut- 
ter avteraion  to  the  whole  tariff  system.  He  believed 
that  the  small  reductions  now  proposed,  by  unsettling 
the  compromise,  would  bring  back  the  system  in  its 
whole  exientt  but  he  had  not  the  slightest  faith  on  earth 
that  the  party  who  had  brought  forward  this  bill  ever 
intended  to  pass  it.  If  they  had  restty  been  in  earnest 
in  desiring  that  a  bill  of  this  character  should  become  a 
law,  why  had  these  disputed  items  been  put  into  the 
bill.'  The  great  body  of  the  reduetiona  in  the  bill  were 
without  dispute,  and  might  have  been  passed  in  ten  min- 
utest why,  then,  had  these  others  been  put  inf  Was 
not  the  design  plain  and  palpable  f  Who  expected  that 
there  would  be  any  reduction  in  the  revenue^  And  be* 
cause  he  would  not  give  a  vole  which,  while  it  would 
tell  on  nothing  at  all,  would  go  to  commit  his  State  to 
break  Ibe  compromise,  was  he  to  be  held  up  as  opposed 
to  the  reduction  of  the  urifl  '  The  Senator  from  North 
Curulina  himself  could  not  but  see  that  Mr.  C's  position 
showed  and  proved  that  he  was  as  much  oppoeed  to  the 
larifT  as  be  had  ever  been.  He  had  never  retrograded 
a  single  inch. 

Mr.  BttOWN  said  that  be  was  not  aware  that  be  had 
at  all  misrepresented  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 
In  what  he  had  said  he  had  alluded  to  certain  Unguage 
in  that  gentleman's  speech,  which  he  thought  was  rather 
aharp  towarda  those  Southern  Scnaiera  who  had  voted 
for  tbii  biU.   Mr.  B.  Mi|tft^  m^^^^&t  bli 
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rcuoM  wby  be  wit  in  faTor  of  tbe  aboltUon  of  the  duty 
00  ult|  and,  in  fo  do'inr,  he  had  Uken  oceuion  to  ob- 
■erve  tbtt  lUe  Senator  from  South  Cftrolina  bid  advoca- 
ted the  rctenlion  of  the  exiiting  dutieai  that  he  had  op- 
poied  any  infraction  of  tbe  compromiae,  and  bad  advo- 
cated doctrines  which,  in  Hr.  B'a  opinion,  went  to  per* 
peluate  the  tarif)  eyitemi  for  be  held  that  a  vote  againat 
Utii  bill  wa%  to  all  iatenta  and  purpoaet,  a  tariff  vote. 
Tbe  question  put  to  every  Senator  wi^  whether  b« 
would  reduce  the  dutiei  or  nolt  and  no  casuistry,  no 
pitiful  subterfuge,  would  ever  induce  him  to  believe  that 
t  Senator  who  voted  in  the  negative  did  not,  in  t  ffect, 
TOte  to  perpetuate  the  tariff  ayslem.    The  constitution 
waa  imperative  that  Congreu  should  raise  no  more  rev- 
enue than  the  constitution  itselfgave  them  power  to  ex- 
pend. They  were  at  present  raisings  surplus  revenue — 
a  thing  «hich,  most  evidently,  the  constitution  never 
eontcmplatedi  and  were  they  not  then  violating  that  in- 
ttrumeotf   Thow  who  voted  to  perpetuate  this  system 
did,  he  insisted,  vote  to  perpetuate  the  larifT.    Let  it  of-  j 
fend  whom  it  might,  this  was  the  honest  truth.    He  ' 
cared  not  where  it  might  light,  ttie  truth  should  be  spo- 
ken.   He  knew  that  truth  might  aometimea  b«  blamed, 
and  that  gentlemen  might  resort  to  barsb  repartees,  with 
a  view  to  escape  ila  forcet  but  truth  wu  not  lo  to  be  es- 
caped from.    Mr.  D.  claimed  to  have  no  very  cxxlted 
opinion  of  liii  own  character,  but  he  hoped  he  was  free 
from  the  contemptible  vanity  and  overweening  egotism 
which  was  sometimes  dispfatyed  on  that  floor.  What 
little  intelligence  he  did  possets  he  should  use  without 
consulting  any  man,  or  inquiring  whether  hia  ideas  quad- 
rated or  not  with  the  notions  of  those  who  teemed  to 
think  themselves  standards  of  political  infallibility.  He 
was  not  acquainted  with  any  one  who  possessed  this  at- 
tribute, nor  was  this  the  pnce  where  be  should  seek  for 
one  of  this  description,  and  least  of  all  should  he  look  for 
it  in  that  quarter. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  Senalor 
from  North  Carolina  had  fully  laiiBfied  him  of  one  thing. 
Tbe  Senator  continued  to  assert  ibat  Hr.  C.  waa  in  fa- 
Tor  of  tbe  tariff,  because  lie  waa  opposed  to  taking  off 
this  duty  on  salt.  All  be  could  say  was,  that  a  gentle- 
nan  who  could  think  or  say  so,  auer  the  two  distinct 
explanations  and  admonitions  whidi  Hr.  C.  had  given, 
would  nut  hereafter  receive  any  notice  from  him.  Mr. 
C.  regretted  that  his  appeal  to  the  good  seme  of  the 
Senator  had  not  been  met.  He  had  expressly  asked  him 
whether  he  meant  to  affirm  that  Hr.  C.  was  not  opposed 
to  tbe  tariff.  From  the  reply  be  had  receited,  be  had 
lesmcd  a  leasont  aod  it  was,  not  in  future  to  respond  to 
•ny  remarks  which  migitt  fall  from  that  Senator. 

Hr.  BROWN  rejoined,  and  observed  that  there  were 
lotne  individuals  by  whom  not  to  be  noticed  would  occa- 
sion him  some  roortificatiun,  but  there  were  others  by 
whom  be  had  not  the  slightest  desire  to  be  noticed  in 
any  way.  Their  notice  was  a  thing  he  had  never  desired 
or  cared  for,  and  to  receive  it  had  not  always  eventu- 
ated as  a  bene&t.  He  had  his  stand'ng  on  th;tt  floor  not 
by  clfortB  at  htgh-aounding  pretensions  to  the  attri- 
butes of  •  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honor.  He  felt  him- 
self on  equal  grounds  with  tbe  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina, or  any  other,  and  should  be  ready  to  vindicate  his 
olaiiu  on  all  occasioos.  tie  had  said  that  he  waa 
not  to  be  dcceivtd  by  the  miserable  subterfuges  of  luch 
s^  while  they  opposed  every  reduction  of^  the  Uriff*, 
claimed  tbe  credit  of  being  against  the  tariff  system. 
This  wu  the  head  and  front  of  his  ufFendingt  and  he 
would  here  take  leave  to  say  thai,  if  tbe  notice  of  the 
honorable  Senator  wu  to  be  withdrawn  on  this  account, 
tbat  Senator  must  pursue  his  own  ccursei  but  Hr.  B. 
ahould  not  hereafter  notice  his  liallucinatioiia  and  frantic 
denunciatioDs  of  all  Uie  friends  of  tbe  administiation  who 
might  not  happen  to  agree  «ith  hi^n  in  opinion. 


Mr.  CALHOUN  uid  be  wu  not  in  tbe  habit  of  wm. 
licing  the  Senalor  from  North  Carolina  at  any  time.  As 
to  the  term  tublnfugCt  as  applied  to  himself,  he  threw 
it  back  with  indignation. 

Hr.  RtVES  said  that  he  wished  to  offer  one  or  two 
remarfcp,  in  reply  to  a  particular  part  of  tbe  apeech  sf 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Hr.  Cauocb.^  Be 
referred  to  the  appeal  addressed  by  him  to  all  tbe  reyre- 
aentativesofSootbem  Slates,  in  which  the  Scnstor  led 
contended  that  no  Southern  man  could  with  proprie^ 
vote  for  a  reduction  of  the  Uriff,  in  contraveotiM  ef  the 
compromise  act.    Tbe  Senator  had  baaed  hia  arg«Bc»t 
on  thia  ground— that  if  they  of  the  Sooth  should  once  sat 
the  example  of  departing  from  that  arraogeneot,  tbey 
could  afterwards  with  no  plaunbility  pretend  to  hold 
gemlemen  on  tbe  other  side  to  its  obscrvaoce.  TheSe*- 
ator  had  asked,  if  those  of  the  South  should  net  aach  su 
example,  bow  they  eould  dare  to  insist  for  a  anomenl  ee 
tbe  observance  of  tbe  eompronise  by  another  pottioB  ti 
the  Union?    Mr.  R.  would  ask  that  Senator  whet  erv 
dence  he  possessed  that  any  other  portion  of  the  Vtim 
saw  the  least  binding  force  in  the  compramisef  The 
Senator  himself  did  not  pretend  to  say  tbat  there  wuthe 
least  legal  or  moral  obligation  on  any  one  to  observe  it. 
Mr.  R.  had  not  heard  a  sii^le  observation  which  looked 
like  recognising  any  btoding  obligation  m  that  ariaiigt- 
menl.    Gentlemen  talked  to  him  about  observiaig  *  bar 
gain  on  hia  pari,  when  be  bad  nocvidenee  wbalcrer  thtf 
the  opposite  side  meant  to  obaerve  it  on  theirs.  Were 
Southern  gentlemen  to  be  acrupuloua  on  thip  aafajeet, 
while  they  possessed  no  guarantee  whatever  tbtt  ibor 
Northern  brethren  would  not  advocate  an  inereese  irf  the 
tariff  the  moment  tbry  had  any  cbaaee  of  anccesa?  Mr. 
R.  insisted  that  tbe  South  had  no  rndencc  «  that  uA- 
ject   He  called  the  attention  of  all  Sou  them  Senelan.ts 
the  very  significant  address  delivered  by  the  Scnntat 
from  Hasaschufttts,  [Hr.  Wxnsna,)  at  tbe  bst  scssient 
to  the  emphatic  and  unequivocal  declaration,  when 
speaking  on  the  subject  of  the  surplus,  tbat  the  eom- 
promise  act  never  could  or  ahould  bo  recogiuaed  as  tfce 
prominent  policy  of  the  United  States.  Tbat  genHeman 
had  proteated  in  the  strongest  terms  againttany  obligattsn 
to  observe  it,  and  bad  sud  exprtsaly  that  it  never  moU 
be  recognised  as  a  proper  huis for  the comncrciBlp<Aer 
of  the  United  SUU  s.    Hr.  K.  bad  not  fonoltce  ibesc 
wordsi  and  now,  in  the  present  debate,  has  tbe  Senate 
heard  from  the  other  Senator  from  Haasachosctta  [Mr. 
Davis]  a  solilsry  argument  which  amoonted  to  a  recog- 
nition of  the  compromise  ss  binding^    Had  that  gentle- 
man, in  bis  able  speech,  opposed  the  ^oUtioa  of  the  dsty 
on  salt  as  an  infraction  of  that  arrangement — as  a  vislMiB* 
of  a  bargain?  Mr.  R.  had  heard  no  language  of  that 
kind.  Neither  that  gentleman  nw  luB  coUcogne  had  ever ; 
aaid  tbat  they  meant  to  observe  the  bargain  on  tbeirpart, ' 
when  their  turn  should  come  to  make  aacrifioes  for  its 
.  observance.    When  that  geoilemnn  had  opposed  Ae 
I  proposition  in  the  bill,  he  had  done  it,  aa  he  always  dit!, 
I  in  a  manly  and  open  manneri  on  grouoda  of  sireagprK- 
lical  sense,  and  not  aa  being  ary  iriolatiou  ef  an  itet 
compromise,  contained  in  an  ordwary  act  of  Ugidhliss  | 
Mr.  R.  well  recollected  when  the  other  Senatarfiea 
Uassachusetu  [Mr.  Wkbstkb]  had  appealed  4e  the  Sea- 
ator  from  Kentucky  [Hr.  Cui]  who  had  inlrodaesdibt 
compromise  bill,  an^  who  supported  it  oo  this  gieasJ— 
that  he  was  fully  convinced  tbat,  unless  sacne  such  expe- 
dient should  be  resorted  to  in  order  to  arrest  ifaatbn 
apparent  policy  of  the  administration,  the  maisliclsf  • 
ing  interest  would  soon  be  compelled  to  vitocas  nM 
timest  that  the  Senator  from  MasMsbuoetts  bad  xkmmA 
that  if  tbe  operation  of  the  bill  should  in  praetics  M 
found  injurioua  in  a  high  degree  to  any  particmar  hnaA 
of  manufacture,  he  hoped  that  by  general  contest » 
much  of  thebiUi|5^|^,^i^;j^gi^tb«S» 
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ator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cut]  did  not  deny  tbkt  wch 
wu  the  inteotion.  Mr.  R.  was  eonfldeni  ih&t  it  would 
not  be  contended  any  where  that  Ibere  erer  bad  been 
any  diatinet  reeojfciition  of  a  binding  force  in  the  com- 
promise bill.  Tet  the  Senator  from  South  Cmrolina  in* 
viated  that  every  friend  to  Southern  intereita  was  bound 
to  ^  on  and  aubmU  to  every  saertfioe  required  by  that 
law,  in  the  Tain  expectation  that  at  a  future  day  the  com- 
promiae  would  be  reapeeted  by  thoae  who  were  inter, 
eated  in  the  protected  branehea  of  industry.  Mr.  R. 
dveriahed  no  aucb  expectation.  He  did  not  believe  that 
one  of  thoae  interested  in  the  protective  aystem  recoj- 
niaed  any  iuoh  bargain.  Tbey  hid  acted  wisely,  with  a 
•agaeioua  regard  to  the  interest  of  ibeir  conBtliuenta, 
cautiously  abstaining  from  aaying  a  single  word  which 
might  imply  that  Uieir  handa  were  tied.  The  Senator 
from  MasMchusetts  [Mr.  Waasriajhad,  on  the  contrary, 
with  great  consideration,  with  a  grave  and  solemn  .man- 
ner, and  with  the  utmost  precision  of  language,  protest, 
e'd,  at  the  lait  session,  as  an  advocate  of  the  manufactur- 
ing inlereals,  against  tbe  compromise.  Mr.  R.  had  close- 
ly watched,  during  the  preaent  debate,  to  see  whether 
Boy  of  tbe  Senator*  wbo  opposed  the  redactions  suggest, 
ed  by  the  Committee  on  Pinance'woutd  say  any  thing 
that  looked  like  reeognittng  a  aolemn  bargain,  signed, 
•eated,  and  delivered,  between  tbe  North  and  tbe  South, 
which  would  be  violated  by  a  repeal  of  these  duties,  and 
he  had  not  heard  auch  a  word  uttered  by  any  of  them. 
They  opposed  tbe  reduction  exeluaivc  1y  upon  the  merita. 
Was  Mr.  R.  then,  as  a  practical  representative  of  the 
Sooth,  to  be  told  that  be  must  go  on,  and  observe  the 
st(|Hilations  of  tbe  oompromiae,  on  tbe  part  of  tlw  South, 
when  be  saw,  from  tbe  most  unequivocal  evidence,  both 
poailWe  and  negative,  that  the  North  meant  to  do  no  sueb 
things  He  had  had  positive  evidence  of  it  in  the 
•olemn  protest  of  the  Senator  from  Hasaachusett^  and 
be  bad  had  the  most  abundant  negative  evidence  in  the 
Act  to  which  he  had  just  alluded,  that  not  a  man  wbo 
opposed  ibe  bill  bad  puced  his  opposition  on  the  ground 
of  the  compromise.  Under  auch  circumstancea,  he  must 
be  excuaed  if  be  rerused  to  pursue  such  a  one-siided 
oourae  of  polioyi  and  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  who  as- 
•umed  to  take  the  lead  on  Southern  questions,  and  to 
apeak  in  the  name  of  the  whole  South,  would  not  hold 
op  him,  and  thoae  who  thought  as  be  did,  as  faithless  to 
their  en^igement^  if  they  refused  to  follow  auch  a  lead. 

One  of  the  Scnatora  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pbes- 
tokJ  had  aaid  that  he  saw  with  the  utmost  elearncss,  from 
tbe  indicationa  around  him,  that  the  tariff  interest  was 
predominant  in  that  bodyi  that  its  opponents  were  tbe 
weaker  [»rty)  and,  therefore,  that  it  would  not  be  wise 
in  them  to  open  the  question.  Mr.  R.  would  ask  of 
that  Senator,  what  were  the  indications  to  which  he  al- 
luded? Prom  the  atate  of  the  vote,  tbe  fact  was  un- 
questionable that  it  was  solely  owing  to  tbe  course  pur* 
MKd  by  that  gentleman  and  bia  ocrileagoe  that  tbe  tariff 
iatereat  had  ttie  asoendeney  on  that  Aoor.  Tbe  queation 
was  tried  in  tlie  attempt  to  repeal  tbe  duty  on  porcelain 
and  stoneware,  and  tbe  aye*  and  noes  on  that  queation 
abowed  that  it  had  been  lost  by  tbe  votes  of  those  two 
Senators  alonei  the  vote  stood  34  to  30.  if  those  gen- 
llcmen  had  voted  otherwise,  it  would  have  stood  33  to 
SI3,  and  the  motion  to  atrike  out  porcelain  and  stoneware 
from  tbe  bill  would  have  been  lost  by  a  tie. 

[Mr.  PBuare  V  here  explained,  and  thought  there  must 
have  been  a  mistake  in  recording  the  vote,  aa  he  bad 
not  been  present  when  the  yea*  and  n^s  were  called. 
He  expressed  a  doubt  whether  article*  ctiarged  with  a 
duty  of  30  per  cent,  were  included  within  tbe  compro- 
mlac.  He  waa  rather  under  the  impreaaion  that  they  were 
not  included.  Whatever  tbe  compromise  waa,  tie  was 
for  preserving  it] 

Mr.  B.  reauscd.   He  bad  etamined  the  journal,  and 


found  the  names  of  both  tlie  Senators  from  South  Carolina 
among  the  34  who  roted  for  striking  out.  But  whether 
the  record  was  correct  or  not,  Mr.  R.  greatly  doubted 
that  the  tariff  interest  was  in  tbe  ascendant.  He  had 
seen  it  for  yeara  losing  its  influence  every  moment,  and 
be,  fur  one,  waa  not  afraid  to  leave  the  tariff  question 
open.  He  did  not  want  any  imaginary  sanctuary  to  pro* 
tect  him  while  giving  his  vote  on  this  occasion.  He  waa 
not  going  to  protect  himself  by  artificial  defence*  of  thia 
kind  against  the  people  of  tbe  United  States.  He  was 
aware  that  the  people  had  once  been  in  favor  of  the  prb- 
tecUve  policy,  but  he  did  not  believe  that  tbey  were  so 
at  this  time.  In  the  meanwhile  he  felt  himself  called 
upon  to  do  hia  duty  to  a  man  wbo  had  been  greatly  mi*> 
.  represented.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  a  man,  indl- 
viduslly,  more  favorable  to  the  interests  of  the  South,  or 
who  would  do  more  to  protect  thoae  interests,  than  the 
person  who  had  been  ao  rudely  assailed  in  this  debate. 
Mr.  R.  did  not  bel;eve  that  be  ever  had  been  a  friend  to 
tbe  high  protective  policy.  He  had  watched  liis  course 
and  looked  at  his  actional  and  what  had  been  his  conduct^ 
It  had  been  of^en  thrown  in  bla  teeth  that  he  bad  voted  for 
the  tariff  of  1828,  under  instAictions  from  bi*  Legislature. 
Mr.  R.  c^red  not  fur  all  that  bad  been  or  could  be  said 
on  that  subject.  Every  body  had  witneased  the  pro> ' 
gressive  march  of  public  opinion  in  that  gentleman's  own 
Slate,  under  his  sagacious  guidance.  Let  gentlemen 
look  at  his  speech,  delivered  at  Albany  before  the  tariff 
of  1838  waspasaedi  it  would  show  that  the  whole  bent  of 
his  mind  waa  againat  a  high  tariff)  and  Mr.  R.  did  not 
doubt  that  it  had  been  the  auaplcions  excited  by  the  senti- 
ments in  that  speech  which  bad  drawn  forth  from  the 
Leralature  the  instructions  under  which  Mr.  Van  Buren 
had  afterwards  voted.  I'hey  were  not  in  the  dark  aa  to 
the  viewa  and  purposes  of  that  individual,  whatever 
might  have  been  aaid  al>out  the  degeneracy  of  poor  old 
Virginia.  Tbey  bad  had  declarations,  under  sufBcient 
guaranteea,  that  be  waa  opposed  to  iliii  policy.  He  was 
not  a  man  to  run  Into  abstractions,  but  was,  in  all  bia 
course  of  action,  eminently  wise  and  practical.  His  sb- 
slaining  from  mere  abstract  positions  rendered  his  course 
of  action  effectual  in  bringing  about  good  results.  What 
was  that  individual  doing  at  this  time?  Were  not  his 
personal  and  political  friends  acting  at  this  moment  in 
favor  of  Southern  interests?  The  chairman  of  the  Pi- 
nance  Committee,  who  bad  introduced  the  present  bill, 
was  Well  known  to  be  on  terms  of  inliraaey  with  that 
gentleman.  In  fulGlnent  of  the  pledgea  be  hid  given 
when  here  in  his  phice,  the  individual  in  queation  was 
now  proceeding  in  an  effort  to  mitigate  the  pressure 
of  the  tariff  system)  and  yet  those  who  should  have 
received  him  into  their  confidence,  and  hailed  his  course 
with  thanks  and  praise,  turned  round  and  ungratefully 
repelled  the  proffered  aid.  It  was  all  talk."  It 
was  •*  mere  New  York  tactics."  Nothing  wa*  meant 
by  It.  Did  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cal- 
■ova]  wlah  to  be  understood  as  so  utterly  and  irreooo* 
ctleably  opposed  to  that  individual,  that  whenever  be  waa 
for  a  measure  the -Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  to 
be  against  it?  And  when  he  was  against  a  measure,  and 
was  using  his  efforU  to  effect  a  reform  in  their  legisla- 
tion, was  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  atill  to  op- 
pose him,  even  when  he  was  giving  the  South  tbe  very 
thing  they  asked  for^  The  Senator  from  New  York  bad 
thus  far  acted  for  him  in  good  faith,  and  had  nobly  re- 
deemed his  pledgea  to  the  South.  Mr.  K.  anticipated 
with  confidence  ibat  be  would  act  out  the  courae.  He 
reposed  on  the  pledges  of  that  person,  both  as  to  our  do* 
meitic  and  othtr  interests)  and  if  any  observation*  bad 
been  made  by  him  privately,  and  not  in  the  bearing  of 
the  Senate,  (as  Mr.  R.  bad  heard  some  aneodotea  re- 
specting him,)  he  claimed  that  IWi^RniMAOP^^^ 
bHaeU.  When  that  geiate«n»iit9(!4ili^M^liUd  tbey 
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wtte  sgiinst  t  high  tur'iiT,  (hey  g»ve  tolhecntmtry  works 
lo  justify  the  atsenion.  Let  olhrri  who  impugn  ihrir 
•inceriiy  follow  Ihe  rxkmple.  When  othen  uttered  high- 
loanding  prorenions  which  charmed  tl>e  ear,  let  them 
fallow  out  their  wofdi  with  works;  but,  laa  plain  prac- 
tical man,  Hr.  R.  raw  nothing  which  would  entice  him  to 
follow  them.  He  should  avail  bimseirur  every  onporlu- 
niiy  within  hit  reach  to  get  rid  or  the  burden  or  which 
his  contiiluentt  complained.  The  tariff  question  never 
l^sd  been  closed;  it  was  btill  opeiii  and  Mr.  R.  was  wil- 
ling, as  a  Southern  man,  (o  leave  (be  protection  of  his 
rigbti  with  the  American  people.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  tftfifi*  system  had  m  ftscendcncy  in  the  country, 
nor  would  it  in  the  Senate,  but  For  the  votes  of  South 
Carolina. 

Mr.  R.  believed  the  measure  now  proposed  lo  be  a 
wise  one.  He  wan  not,  indeed,  the  advocaie  ofan  indis- 
criminate warTart-  Hgainat  manuTacIuresi  he  was  not  going 
to  act  in  the  spirit  of  a  crusader  againit  them.  He  re- 
spected the  people  of  the  North,  who  were  so  deeply 
interested  in  these  establibhenis,  as  he  did  his  own  con- 
s(i(uents.  But  he  was  not  to  be  deterred  from  what  he 
considered  to  be  bis  duty  by  having  a  piece  of  parch- 
ment held  up  before  him,  by  being  told  that  it  was  a 
compromise,  ar.d  that  be  dare  not  ask  the  other  party  (o 
observe  it  unless  be  observed  it  himself.  The  other  party 
had  expreuly  (old  him  (hat  (hey  did  not  acknowledge 
the  bargain;  and  why  should  lie  be  held  »hcn  (hey 
were  not'  At  the  same  time,  be  was  disposed  to  treat 
nil  tbe  great  interests  of  the  country  with  caution  and 
rererenee,  and,  in  legislating  with  regard  to  them,  to 
Uread  as  upon  holy  ground;  not  because  he  was  in  terror 
of  a  compromise,  but  because  he  held  it  wise  not  rashly 
to  disturb  existing  interests.  As  an  American  patriot,  he 
viewed  with  pride  and  exultation  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity of  his  brethren.  He  would  not  take  an  lo(a  from 
It,  if  it  could  possibly  be  avoided.  He  was  one,  how- 
ever, who  believed  thai,  notwithstanding  the  land  bill, 
(should  it  become  «  law,)  there  would  still  be  a  surplus 
in  the  Treuuryi  and  from  stern  necessity  alone  he  wan 
willing  to  reduce  the  revenue,  though  in  so  dutng  he 
could  not  wholly  avoid  afTecting  (he  in(eres(s  of  some  of 
his  fcllowf -citizens;  and  as  he  saw  no  means  of  lessening 
the  national  income  su  good  and  expedient  as  the  prudei.t 
and  caibolie  measures  proposed  by  this  bill,  it  should  re- 
ceive bis  support. 

Mr.  R.,  in  conclueion,  observed  that  he  had  said  much 
more  than  he  intended  (o  say  when  be  rose.  The  par- 
ticular position  he  held  there  in  reference  to  his  own 
State  rendered  il  his  duty  to  be  (bus  explicit,  and  be 
hoped  would  be  received  ss  his  apolugy  fur  so  long  de- 
taining tbe  Senate.  As  a  repreerntadve  of  Virginia,  he 
was  willing  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  this  salt  tax  in  the 
name  ot  his  State.  His  constituents  were  largely  inter- 
ested in  tbe  manufacture  of  salt.  He  was  aware  that 
those  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Haasachuseits,  who 
were  also  largely  engaged  in  this  manufacture,  were  in 
a  different  situation  from  most  others.  The  salt  iiianu* 
facture  in  New  York,  Virgtnis,  and  Ohio,  was  auffi- 
ciently  protected  by  nature.  If,  by  any  act  of  legisla- 
tion on  this  subject,  an  injury  was  to  be  inflicted  on  any 
portion  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  R.  should 
sincerely  regret  it.  But  let  those  concerned  re6ect  that 
theirs  was  but  a  minor  interest,  when  compared  with  the 
whole  amount  of  capital  embarked  in  (his  mBnurac(ure: 
while  that  whole  amount  waa  not  less  than  eight  or  ten 
millions,  the  capilal  of  Massachusetts  was  only  two  mil- 
lions. Mr.  B.  could  not  see,  lor  one,  (hat  the  continu- 
ance of  this  duty  was  so  very  importsnt  to  their  pros- 
perity. Tbe  honorable  Senalcw  who  so  ably  represented 
them  had  asMired  tbe  Senate  tliat,  should  the  duty  be 
repealed,  his  eonatituents  would  come  here  with  no 
whining  petitions  and  complaints,    Hr.  R.  belicTcd 


every  word  which  had  been  said  on  that  subject.  Hs 
well  knew  the  character  of  those  people,  aitd  was  i» 
aured  that,  under  all  circumstances,  they  would  ralbcr 
seek  the  up-building  of  their  fortune  from  Ihdr  evi 
brawny  arma  and  bold,  untiring  industry,  tlian  ftvatlN 
factitious  aid  of  a  precarious  legislation.  There  vsi  as 
duty  which  affected  tbe  community  so  widely,  so  iiiu> 
v«rsally,  as  a  duly  on  salt;  and  while,  in  (he  process  of » 
ducing  (he  revenue,  tbe  Senate  were  expk>riRg  tbt 
whole  field  of  taxation,  would  they  pitch  upM  adatyn 
intimately  conueclcd  with  the  necessaries  of  fifeF  B« 
conceived  not. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  said  that  be  did  not  rise  to  prakng  Ab 
debate,  certainly  not  to  follow  the  example  of  thetvs 
Senators  from  South  Carolina,  by  leading  off  the  debsM 
into  the  discussion  of  incidental  subjects  of  a  peraoMl 
and  wholly  irrelevant  character.  His  state  of  heiJtk, 
too,  admonished  him  not  to  apeak  more  than  vis  sho- 
lutely  necessary;  yet  he  was  compelled,  by  the  necewity 
of  tbe  caae,  to  say  a  very  few  worda  in  reply  to  tbe  re- 
marks of  one  of  the  Senators  from  South  CartdiUi  [Mr. 
Calhovit.] 

In  the  first  place,  the  Senate  had  heard  the  all-in 
of  that  Senator's  atrong  suspicion  that  those  vbo  «ert 
in  favor  of  tliis  bill  were  not  acting  aineerely  t  and  the  re- 
mark seemed  particularly  aimed  at  tbe  committee  »Ih 
had  reported  the  bill.  Hr.  W.  was  sorry  they  noodis 
low  in  the  Senator's  opinion.  Bat  there  wu  nMif 
to  be  done  in  the  case.  The  Senator  bad  a  right  Mt 
only  to  form  his  own  opinion,  but  to  promulgBte  H  >^ 
a  view  to  enlighten  the  Senate.  Hr.  W.  bad  to  ial 
only  with  facts;  and  what  were  tbe  bets  of  tbii  cut* 
How  came  the  committee  with  tbe  subjeetF  On  the 
motion  of  that  honorable  Senator.  And  under  «M 
circumstances^  With  tbe  utterance  of  a  declinbM 
about  as  charitable  as  some  others  in  which  he  m  is 
the  habit  of  indulging — that  the  eomanittee  would  Bike 
a  mere  demonstration,  but  would  In  fiwt  do  ns(^* 
TIte  Senator,  however,  was  resolved  that  the  cooaalte* 
should  show  what  (heir  intentions  really  were.  Tlw 
matter  thus  far  was  prophetic.  He  would  now  c«aw  w 
history.  The  Senator  had  done  him  the  justice  repeil- 
ediy  lo  acknowledge  that  his  personal  exertioni  bid  not 
been  wanting.  The  progress  of  (he  eosrailtee  t»d 
been  frankly  communicated  to  that  genllewan,  ss  (tat 
thpy  could  not  at  least  be  accused  of  secrecy  and  «• 
guise.  Whether  any  unneceasary  delay  bed  occantd  is 
reporting  the  bill  was  a  matter  for  the  jodgmeat  of  im 
public. 

For  the  (ruth  of  any  attegations  on  this subjedibe 
must  refer  to  his  humble  credit  here  while  he  afBroM 
that  (he  committee  made  what  expedition  they  cww- 
The  hill  was  at  length  reported  to  the  House  usooasi 
it  was  prepared.  But  then  tbe  Senator  asks,  wl9*" 
It  not  earlier  taken  upf  Mr.  W.  said  he  knew  it«M 
unnecessary  for  him  to  answer  that  questwn  before  n* 
Senate.  What  had  been  the  declaration  which  he  h*" 
aelf  had  made,  on  bringing  this  bill  into  tbe  House^^ 
he  not  then  remark  that  the  bind  bill  must  be  tbe  dwi 
reliance  of  the  country  for  any  very  important  rtiioeti* 
of  the  revenue,  and  that  all  that  could  be  eifeoted  ■ 
respect  to  duties  must  bear  a  comparatively  ssmQ  F*" 
portion  r  And  what  bill  had  been  before  the  Sa>*| 
when  the  bill  in  queatiott  bad  been  reported^  ^* 
not  (he  land  bUlF  And  to  whom  was  H  to  be  ckif|" 
that  the  discussion  of  Ihe  land  bill  occupied  tbe  8e>i*t 
for  weeks?  To  the  Committee  on  Finance?  T» 
member  of  that  committee?  I.et  the  Senate  t"*^' 
And  what  had  followed  the  land  bill?  Another  bill  «r| 
public  nature,  and  of  a  highly  important  eharaeUr.  ^ 
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pleted  in  time  for  it  to  be  broufifht  in  on  Pridayt  he  had 
then  friven  notice  that  he  ihould  call  up  the  bill  on  the 
Monday  following^.    In  compliance  with  thi*  promise,  he 
had  aoeordingfly  moved  on  Monday  that  the  bill  be  taken 
up,  but  a  laim  majority  of  the  Senate  refuied  to  do  ao. 
Mr.  W.  eaVedit  np  tbe  day  foUowingi  and  he  would  nov 
Mk,  had  the  committee  since  then  been  ebaifrmble  with 
deUyinp  its  prog^reM^   Whence  had  come  the  leadinjf 
prominent  opposition  to  the  bill?   From  a  nurce.  he 
aiUBt  in  candor  say,  he  had  not  anticipated.    Those  who 
made  the  opposition  to  it  had  of  course  perfect  control 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  opposition  was  to  be  con> 
dactedt  but  be  had  deemed  it  proper  to  make  this  an-' 
ffwer  to  what  he  must  consider  a  somewhat  ongenerous 
impotation.    The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had 
tiMMight  proper  to  present  the  Senate  with  a  full-length 
portrait  of  his  humble  self.    What  effect  this  might 
have  in  rurtherins  or  preventing  the  repeal  of  the  salt 
duty,  it  was  not  fur  him  to  say.    It  was  a  matter  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with.    The  faot  that  he  had  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  in  1838,  and  that 
he  bad  supported  the  tariff  bill  passed  in  that  year,  was, 
he  believea,  not  new.   But  to  a  single  cautious  remark 
thrown  out  by  the  genileman.  he  should  take  the  fiberty 
to  reply-    The  Honorable  Senator  intimated  that  some- 
body had  been  deceived  on  that  occasiont  and,  by  coup- 
ling himself  and  his  friend,  wben  speaking  of  that  decep- 
tion, he  seemed  to  leave  the  inference  that  Mr,  W.  had 
been  a  party  to  it.    Mr.  W.  bad  been  welt  aware  of 
the  course  tbe  bill  was  likely  to  take  in  the  House  of 
Bepretentatives.   Whether  the  other  fentleraan  alluded 
to  was  ao  or  not,  he  did  not  knowt  but  this  he  knew: 
that  the  shape  given  to  the  bill  was  that  preferred  by 
every  member  from  the  South.    There  bad  been  a  con- 
flict as  to  principle  between  repotting  a  bill  which 
should  protect  manuTactures  alone,  and  a  bill  which 
^ould  extend  Ihe  protection  to  the  material  which 
constituted  the  subject-matter  of  which  tbe  manu- 
fliclured  articles  were  composed,  so  as  to  extend  Ihe 
benefit  to  the  agricultural  interest  also.     An  exceed- 
ingly amiable  and  worthy  gentleman,  since  dead,  [Mr. 
W.  was   understood  as  referring  to  the  late  Hon. 
Warren  B-  Davis,  or  South  Cgrohna,]had  been  a  mem- 
ber with  himself  of  the  committee  who  reported  the 
bill,  and  that  gentleman's  name  and  his  own  would  be 
found  recorded  tt^ether  in  the  votes  upon  it.   The  gen- 
tlenwn  alluded  to  had  been  utterly  opposed  to  a  tariff 
bill  of  any  kindi  but  if  any  was  to  be  reported,  he  had 
his  choice  between  the  alternatives,  and  preferred  the 
insertion  of  protecting  duties  on  the  raw  material.  Mr. 
W.  knew  that  that  gentleman  and  all  his  associates  were 
sanguine  in  the  belief  that  if  (he  bill  should  be  thus 
framed,  the  New  England  members  would  vote  against 
it,  and  it  would  conaequently  be  lost.    Mr.  W.  did  all 
be  could  lo  undeoeive  iheip.  but  be  could  not  succeed, 
llw  Eastern  menrtieradid,  in  the  course  of  debate,  make 
use  of  expressioiw  severe  and  harsh,  almost  beyond  the 
limits  of  parliamentary  rule;  and  this  strengthened  the 
Southern  members  if  the  belief  that  the  bill  could  not 
pasa.    But  he  had  told  (hem  repeatedly  that  the  very 
men  who  thus  denounced  the  bill  would,  on  the  final 
question,  vote  in  its  favor;  and  the  event  justified  his 
prediction. 

[Mr-  Dirts  here  interposed,  and  asked  whether  (be 
Senator  meant  to  say  that  he  had  voted  for  the  bill.] 

Mr.  W-  replied,  that  in  his  fbrmer  remarks  he  bad 
bad  no  referenae  to  that  gentleman.  There  were  insin- 
uations here  made  which  seemed  to  intimate  a  suspicion 
that  some  deception  was  intended  by  the  authors  of  the 
present  bill)  but  he  thought,  if  the  gentleman  who  had 
thrown  them  out  would  give  the  matter  a  little  more  re- 
flection, he  must  liinuelf  become  satisfied  that  the  innn- 
Mtkm  was  unfeanded.   If  oot.  however,  it  wu  but  of 


little  moment.  As  to  what  had  transpired  here,  whether 
in  public  proceedings  or  private  conversations,  be  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  It  was  years  since  the  transactions 
took  place,  and  many  of  the  agents  concerned  in  them 
had  smoe  passed  off  the  stage  of  life)  for  himself,  be  was 
satisfied  with  the  judgment  which  the  country  had  pro- 
nouneed  upon  hit  own  coarse.  He  impug^oed  that  of 
no  other  gentleman. 

There  was  another  point  on  which  he  must  be  indulg- 
ed in  a  word  or  two.  The  Senator  had  represented  him 
as  having  stated  that  this  article  of  aalt  had  been  Intro, 
duced  into  the  bill  as  a  test  question,  whether  (he  com* 
promise  was  or  was  not  to  be  adhered  to.  The  Senator, 
it  was  true,  had  afterwards  become  satisfied  of  his  mis- 
take, and  had  corrected  himself.  What  wu  it  that  Mr. 
W.  had  said  in  relation  to  the  comproralseF  He  bad 
stated  that  it  had  been  the  purpose  of  the  committee,  in 
framing  the  present  bill,  to  seek  as  well  among  articles 
the  duty  on  which  was  above  30  per  cent.,  as  among  those 
under  20  per  cent.,  for  such  as  mi^ht  be  made  free  of 
du(y.  without  disturbing  any  very  important  interest  of 
the  country.  He  had  expressly  said  (hat  he  felt  under 
no  restraint  whatever  in  going  above  30  per  cent,  or  be- 
low it.  to  find  article*  of  this  description,  and  bad  slated 
hia  opinion,  that  what  was  called  the  compromise  tot 
had  tne  force  of  sn  ordinary  law  of  Congress,  and  no 
more.  He  had  made  (he  same  declaration  at  (he  time 
the  compromise  bill  passedi  and  he  believed  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  had  done  the  same.  It,  was 
now  his  duty  to  show  that  there  had  been  no  magic 
about  tbe  introduction  of  this  article  of  salt  into  tbe  bill . 
He  had  run  his  eye  cursorily  over  a  table  containing  the 
long  list  of  protected  articles,  and  had  found  that  the 
duty  on  those  charged  with  30  percent.  amoun(ed  to 
fl,325,000.  Congress  l>y  unanimous  consent,  had  re- 
duced the  duty  on  wine  one  half  since  the  compromise^ 
yet  wine  before  the  reduction  paid  more  than  30  per 
cent.  Since  tlien  it  paid  less.  The  committee  propo- 
sed a  similar  reduction  in  the  duty  on  foreign  spirit. 
That  was  now  over  twenty  per  cent.  But  if  nothing  must 
be  touched  but  what  was  under  twenty  per  cent.,  then 
there  must  be  deducted  from  the  bill  #439,000  on  this 
item.  There  had  been  already  deducted  $53,000  on 
worsted  yarn,  and  9339,000  on  earihenwarei  and  now 
salt  must  go,  and  various  other  items  would  hare  to  fol- 
low suit. 

Mr.  W.  had  not  risen  to  argue  the  principlei  on  that 
every  gentleman  must  satisfy  his  own  mind.  All  he 
meant  to  say  was,  that  if  the  Senate  was  to  be  guided  by 
the  rule  whicli  had  been  laid  down,  all  hope  of  any  re- 
duction in  the  revenue  wss  gone,  and  either  there  must 
be  a  surplu)*,  and  a  consequent  distribution  till  the  year 
1843,  or  the  sate  of  the  public  lands  must  be  stopped 
entirely. 

He  must  be  indulged  in  one  more  suggestion.  Tbe 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  said  that  but  for  tho 
compromise,  the  bill  of  1833  would  have  produced  an  im- 
mense  anrptus.  Mr.  W.  would  ask  the  Senator  wheth- 
er,  if  the  public  lands  had  been  retained,  (as  was  then 
expected,)  there  would  have  been  a  surplus?  None 
whatever-  But  Mr.  .W  had  voted  for  the  compromise. 
True.  He  hoped  for  that  one  vote,  at  least,  the  Senator 
would  not  blame  him.  Tha(  he  had  many  faults  he  felt 
most  deeplyt  but  he  should  not  now  so  far  comply  with 
some  examples  aa  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  his'  own 
public  or  private  conduct.  He  had  voted  for  Ihe  com- 
promise act  for  the  sake  of  quieting  the  country.  He 
bad  not  then  believed  that  there  would  be  any  troub|^ 
some  amount  of  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  nor^jy'jj'gu^ 
now  believe  that  there  would  have  been,  b^^'  jj^ 
immense  sales  of  the  public  Unds.  which  ^ndments  a« 
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tee,  he  had  preMnted  to  the  Senate  the  best  bill  be 
could.  He  had,  indeed,  been  fv\\y  awire  that  it  mutt 
diiturb  aome  dumettie  intereati;  but  he  defied  the  gen- 
tlemen who  ao  loudly  complained,  to  frame  any  bill 
which  would  not.do  ao.  There  were  aome  laMielea  be- 
low 30  per  cent,  which  the  comniiRee  did  not  inaert,  be- 
eauae  they  believed  it  inexpcdieiit  to  touch  them*  while 
there  were  others  above  30  per  cent,  which  they  did 
Instrt,  for  the  aake  of  the  object  to  be  aeeoropliabed,  vis : 
BOOM  reduction  in  the  reTCnue. 

Mr.  STRANGE  obaerved  that  the  very  deep  reTer- 
ence  he  entertained  for  thia  body  alwaya  rendered  it  ez- 
ceedinRty  painful  to  him  to  addreM  il|  and  this  reaaon 
alone  had  often  reatrained  him  from  riaing  in  hia  place, 
and  disclttming  aentiments  and  opiniona  uttered  by  the 
Senator  Trom  8'iuth  Carolina,  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
South,  in  which  he  differed  with  him  Mo  cah.  But  on 
the  preaent  occuion  he  waa  compelled,  both  by  duty 
and  inclination,  earneally  to  proleat  against  the  practice 
into  which  that  Senator  had  fallen— of  aaauming  to  speak 
for  the  whole  Suutbt  in  which  general  term  the  State 
he  had  the  honor  to  rcpreaent  was,  of  course,  included. 
He  wu  unwilHi^  to  see  North  Carolina  tacked  a»  a  tail 
to  any  kite,  or  brought  to  act  under  any  dictation.  He 
Wat  perfectly  contented  that  South  Carolina  ahould  be 
represented  by  the  Senatora  she  bad  heraelf  chosen. 
They  were  signally  able  to  repreaent  her,  and  doubtless 
they  fairly  expreiaed  her  views  upon  thia  and  all  other 
subjects;  but  they  had  no  right  to  speak  in  the  name  of 
the  whole  Souiht  and,  so  br  as  North  Carolina  was  con- 
cerned, he  claimed  for  himself  and  hia  colleague  the 
sole  right  of  speaking  for  her  upon  that  floor,  aa  long  aa 
she  herself  thought  proper  to  intrust  them  with  that 
honor.  He  was  not  for  making  invidious  comparisons, 
but  he  hazarded  nothing  in  saying  that,  in  all  of  which 
man  haa  reaaon  to  be  proud,  North  Carolina  waa  behind 
no  State  in  the  Union.  She  would  act  in  all  matters  ac- 
dording  to  her  own  sense  of  risbt,  and  would,  on  no  oc- 
casion, be  either  led  or  bullied.  Among  the  character* 
iatica  of  her  people  were  prudence  and  good  senset  but 
it  had  been  hia  lot  to  witness  on  this  floor  language  of 
much  raahnesa  and  indiscretion,  aa  he  conceived,  uttered 
in  the  name  of  the  South.  He  would  instance  panicu- 
larly  aome  remarks  of  the  Senator,  uttered  the  other 
day,  upon  the  subject  of  abolition,  which  he  diaapprored 
at  the  time,  but  refrained  from  objecting  to,  for  the  rea- 
son before  stated.  He  did  not  believe  it  cither  politic 
or  proper,  on  every  occanon  of  difference  between  tia 
and  our  Northern  brethren,  to  be  throwing  down  (he 
gauntlet  of  defiance,  as  had  been  done  then.  We  as- 
semble here  from  different  portions  of  ihe  Union,  to 
confer  together  for  the  good  of  the  whole.  Fur  be  It 
from  him  to  advance  the  dangerous  doctrine  of  the  con- 
solidationist,  that  each  member  of  this  body  is  the  repre- 
•enlalive  of  the  whole  Union.  No,  no:  each  one  U  Ihe  pe- 
culiar representative  of  those  who  elect  bimi  but  in  his 
representative  capacity  is  governed,  or  ratherahould  be, 
by  the  same  laws  of  propriety,  mutual  eoneetaion,  and 
common  honesty,  which  govern  individuals  in  their  inter- 
course with  each  other.  He  was  not  so  credulous  as  tobe- 
lieve  that  any  mind  can  be  altogether  freed  from  the 
shackles  of  interest;  but,  with  the  high  intellectual  powers 
which  in  general  characterize  the  members  of  the  Nation- 
al Legialature,  we  may  reasonably  ezpect  that  sound  and 
liberal  views  of  public  policy  will  control  their  delibera- 
tions. Instead,  then,  of  arousing  their  passions  by 
threatening  denunciations,  our  appeals  ahould  be  ad- 
dretaed  to  their  reason,  and  to  that  sense  of  common  in- 
siii..-  tvhich  reci^nises  the  real  good  of  the  whole  in  the 
I*"'^'  J  each  and  every  part.  These  appeals  would 
jdi^wgwded,  while  tbreaia  and  defiance,  if 

*      no  other  evil,  must  tend  to  weaken  Ihe 
whining  peU.,jp^ 


But  to  eome  to  the  matter  more  immediate^  DwdM 
coflMderatlon:  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  M 
made  most  ezlraordinary  appeala  to  those  represmtiM 
Southern  States;  and  assumed  over  them  a  tort  of  dtaW 
torial  power  to  which  be,  for  one,  was  not  diaposed  1^ 
aubmit.  In  one  partieuUr  he  and  the  Senator  btm 
South  Carolina  sgreedt  and  that  waa,  in  hoUiog  a  t«fl 
for  protection  to  be  uneonstitullonal.  For  the  niriNI| 
nance  of  this  poaition,  it  wa%  if  he  rightly  nndetaCood^ 
matter,  that  South  Carolina  had  placed  heraelf  in  besfll 
attitude  to  the  rest  of  the  Union,  and  had  nearly  inrulwl 
the  coun^  in  ibt  horrors  of  civil  war.  On  one  of  ^ 
very  ttw  occaiiona  on  which  he  had  hcretofaie  adAoi 
ed  the  Senate,  be  had  remarked  upon  the  great  divcf* 
ty  of  operation  of  human  minds;  by  what  various  ps» 
cesses  they  arrive  at  the  same  conctunons^  or  waiiM 
into  different  results  from  the  same  premises;  and  4 
this^the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  and  himself  as* 
presented  an  ezample.  They  agreed  in  the  exist* 
of  an  evil,  but  differed  widely,  very  widely,  as  to 
remedy.  They  were  both  opposed  to  a  tariff  for  prW 
tioni  but  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  beneved  iMl 
the  vote  on  the  part  of  the  Southern  Senatwa  to  itpalj 
the  duty  on  salt  would  rivet  the  larifT  upon  them;  wMbj 
he,  on  his  part,  believed  the  object  of  removing  the  W 
ifr  most  attainable  by  direct  blows  at  each  feature  ofttll 
odious  system. 

He  did  not  understand  the  Senatcff  from  South  Cai» 
lina  aa  objecting  to  preaent  action  upon  any  othergroaal 
than  that  of  an  act  of  Congress,  which  hasbeencAedh 
debate  the  eompromiae  sct{  but,  in  relation  to  lU^  he 
solemnly  warns  the  Southern  Senators  not  to  forfeit  4a 
vast  advantages  held  under  it  by  the  South,  for  any  bese* 
fit  they  may  hope  to  derive  from  an  immediate  redodioa 
of  the  tariff.    But  at  the  very  moment  the  Senator 
speaks  of  a  compact  from  which  the  South  ta  deriviM 
advantages  be  diaclaims  being  himself  bound  by  tt.  U 
he  is  not  bound  by  it,  who  is.'   By  adhering  to  theterws 
of  the  act  of  1833,  he  ui^es  we  will  secure  certaia  bea- 
efits  to  the  South,  while  by  disturbing  it  the  manofifr 
turing  interests  will  be  released  from  the  pledges  under 
which  it  places  them.    Whit  pledges^   If  any  ple^ 
exista  on  their  part,  where  ia  the  evidence  of  it*  Do 
any  of  the  Northern  gentlemen  acknowledfe  ibemarlvfs 
under  any  pledge?   I  have  heard  nonet  bet  I  have  lis- 
tened with  surprise  to  the  Senator  from  South  Caroltoa, 
insisting  upon  a  compact  binding  on  theoi,  while  on  bis 
own  part  he  disavows  any  obligation.    How  csn  there 
be  a  compromise  without  paniesf  or  how  shall  an  obi* 
gation  be  effectual  on  one  side,  and  have  no  currespoad 
ent  force  on  (he  otherf   I'he  concesMon  of  tbe  Senator 
seems  to  me  utterly  to  destroy  the  character  trf  tbe  act 
of  1833,  as  a  compact  or  compromise.    It  does  not  opaa 
its  bee  profess  to  have  any  auch  character,  bat  stndl 
upon  the  statute  book  tike  any  other  act  of  Cospcsik 
subject  to  modification  or  repm  at  the  pleasore  ai  the 
law-making  power.   If,  from  any  drctimsianct  osl  s^ 
pearing  upon  its  face,  it  is  entitled  to  aaore  sacred  t«- 
gard  than  other  laws  passed  at  the  same  or  a^  sthct 
session  of  Congreas,  let  the  circumstance  be  panted  ce^ 
let  us  have  the  proof  of  its  existence.    He  cooU  essBf 
perceive,  from  the  delicate  pontion  in  wbidi  Soutii  els' 
olina  stood  immediately  preceding  tbe  passage  of  lUi 
act,  it  might  be  viewed  by  her  inth  peculiar  iatcrci^ 
and  demand  from  her  the  most  proibund  re^wM,  ni 
exercise  over  her  actions  a  sort  of  magic  control;  bat  ss 
reason  had  yet  been  shown  why  to  an^  other  SIstcsf 
the  Union  it  should  be  held  as  any  thing  more  (baass 
ordinary  act  of  Congress.    Its  binding  efficacy  as  sc«» 
pact  or  compromise  was  disavowed  on  one  wde 
the  House,  and  not  avowed  on  tbe  other.  is- 
dependant  of  any  obligation      aspect  Rhas  a«^  1k> 
Senator  ftm  BfMtUmmm^^gMH^Mt  ibs^  h 
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1843,  wa  of  tbfl  South  will  stand  in  a  much  better  sttu- 
Mion  by  leaving  the  act  of  1833  untUeredf  than  we  shall 
do  by  any  present  modificationt  we  can  possibly  mtkr. 
Tttii  pasUion  is  plausible  enough*  admitting  the  act  of 
1833  is  in  truth  a  compromiset  but  in  denying  that  one 
party  is  bound  by  it,  while  he  insists  that  the  other  is 
not,  the  Senator  abandons  every  legal  idea  of  a  compro- 
miMf  and  that  being  done,  he  was  altogether  at  a  loss  to 
perceive  any  other  ground  of  advaniage  to  be  claimed 
from  it. 

But  tbe  Senator  warns  us  against  an  insidious  attempt 
to  induce  the  unwary  Sovthein  Senatora  to  abandon  the 
strong  ground  they  now  occupy,  by  holding  out  to  them 
falbeious  hopes  of  an  alteration  of  the  tariff*,  advantage- 
ous to  the  South,  with  a  view  to  open  the  whole  subject, 
and  ultimately  (o  fix  upon  us  a  tariff  more  burdeniome 
than  that  of  1828.  He  has  given  us  a  recital,  in  which 
be  seeks  to  0x  upon  those  who  bring  forward  this  meas- 
ure Bsgrant  falaebood  and  perfidy  on  a  former  occa- 
sioo,  and  from  thence  very  rationally  argues  that  they 
are  not  to  be  busted  now.  But  we  must  be  permitted 
to  doubt  the  correctness  of  the  representation  he  had 
made.  He  did  not  mean  to  ssy  that  the  Senator  bad  not 
represented  things  as  they  imprrssed  tbemielves  upon 
his  nind)  but  »e  all  know,  when  the  passions  and  feel- 
ings are  excited,  we  see  each  other  and  each  other's 
eoaduet  in  UAat  li^ts,  and  draw  conclusions  the  most 
ernmeous  and  unjust.  Tbe  Senator  was  much  excited 
at  tbe  period  of  which  he  speaks,  and  his  fervid  imagi- 
nation led  him  to  believe  that  a  deception  had  been  prac- 
tised upon  him,  because  matters  had  not  resulted  ac* 
curding  lo  his  wishes  and  expectations.  The  Senator's 
impresuons,  it  seemed  to  him,  were  met  by  the  must 
conclusive  proof  to  the  contrary.  Amonjc  the  parties  to 
the  fraud  of  which  he  speaki^  tbe  Senator  bas  placed 
CM  DOW  standing  very  high  in  the  public  confldencet 
one  who,  among  those  who  are  least  dtaposed  to  do  him 
justice,  has  had  full  credit  for  a  remarkably  keen  sense 
of  hbownintere&ts.  To  tbe  honor  of  our  country,  it 
niiy  be  said  that  honesty,  or  at  least  the  appearance  of 
it,  is  essential  to  a  man's  long  holding  a  place  in  public 
favor.  Allanring,  then,  the  distinguiihcd  individual  al- 
luded to  as  destitute  of  moral  principle  as  his  worst  en- 
emies affect  to  believe  bim,  would  he  have  been  so 
short-iughled,  so  recklessly  indifferent  to  his  own  inter- 
est,  u  to  enmesh  himself  in  promises  there  was  no  ne* 
cessilijr  for  making,  for  the  mere  purpose  of  breaking 
them  in  a  few  hours,  in  the  &ee  of  the  whole  world?  Can 
greater  fatuity  Uian  such  a  course  would  indicate  be  ima- 
gined? and  can  it  for  a  moment  be  supposed  of  one 
whom  his  enemies  have  entitled  the  magician' 

But  let  us  suppose  all  this  possible)  would  not  the  fact 
uve  been  long  «nce  brought  home  to  the  personal 
knowledge  of  evenr  individual  in  tbii  wide-spread  com- 
■unity?  Those  with  whom  the  knowledge  of  the  fact 
cxials,  if  it  exists  at  all,  have  not  been  wanting  in  motives 
to  give  it  publicity  and  autbenticily,  if  the  thing  were 

Cble.  Hr.  8.  said  he  was  glad  he  had  not  yet  been 
enough  in  political  life  to  have  lost  his  own  honesty, 
or  his  coiifidence  in  that  of  others.  He  was  the  repre* 
senUtiTe  of  a  people  with  whom  nolbing  but  truth  and 
|>lain  dealing  could  ever  be  practised  or  held  in  estima- 
tioniandhe  would  far  rather  be  the  •*  deceived"  ihan 
«>•  "deceiver."  The  time  -mif{bt  come  when  longer 
eipericnce  would  convince  him  that  in  this  body,  as  well 
St  elsewhere,  men  are  not  always  what  they  seemt  but, 
■or  the  present,  he  had  Juat  grounds  for  confiding  in  the 
Hiwerity  of  those  who  brought  forward  this  measure.  He 
beueved  it  to  be  their  honest  purpose  to  carry  it  out  in 
Ml  lu  apparent  fumess.  He  saw  no  compromise  atand- 
10  the  way  of  a  vote  to  suppress  the  duty  on  salt. 
He  pMoeived  no  advantages  to  be  gained  in  fiUuro  by 
Ananingtodoaoi  be  was  mt'isfted  that  the  present  in- 


terests of  those  whom  he  represented  would  be  promoted 
by  its  suppressioni  and  he  was  certain  they  would  not 
receive,  as  an  apology  from  him,  that  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  had  sssured  him  their  interests  would 
be  more  certainly  promoted  by  postponing  a  present  and 
certain  good,  to  one  uncertain  In  itielf  in  the  distant  fu- 
ture. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  said  he  had  heard  so  much  of  prom- 
ise, and  had  seen  so  little  of  performance,  since  he  came 
into  public  life,  that  the  Senator  from  New  York  must 
really  excuse  him  for  not  riving  that  implicit  faith  to  all 
he  heard,  which  he  mighf,  at  an  earlier  period  of  life, 
have  been  disposed  to  yield.  If  any  one  looked  at  the 
indisposition  of  men  in  power  to  yield  any  portion  of  the 
power  they  held,  he  w«uld  readily  become  convinced 
that  it  was  a  most  difficult  task  to  get  rid  of  existing  du- 
ties. This  was  not  the  first  time  he  had  been  led  to 
make  this  remark.  At  the  very  outset  of  tliis  session  he 
had  said  that  there  would  be  no  reduction  of  the  reve- 
nue, and  no  drposile  billi  nor  had  he  uttered  this  proph- 
ecy from  any  peculiar  trait  of  suspicion  which  belong- 
ed to  his  character,  but  from  the  teacliingsof  experience. 
Why  was  the  Senate  not  agreed  on  this  measure?  Here 
was  a  dominant  msjority  held  aa  closely  bound  by  party 
ties  as  he  hsd  ever  seen  set  of  men  in  his  life;  and  yet 
they  could  not  get  along  in  a  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue, 
without  ibc  votes  of  his  collesgue  and  himself.  It  was 
manifest  that  the  reigning  party  were  divided  on  tbe 
tariff,  and  equally  obvious  that  that  difference  did  not 
divide  them  politically.  The  tariff  was  one  of  those 
open  questions  on  which  men  of  both  dides  were  left  at 
libtrty  to  vole  as  they  pleased.  The  party  would  never 
get  Northern  Senators  to  vole  for  repealing  the  protec- 
tive duties.  Mr.  0.  did,  therefore,  want  faith  in  the 
sincerity  of  the  present  effort.  The  Senator  from  New 
York  [Ur.  WKiexT]  bad  disclaimed  all  unneeesMtfy  de* 
lay  in  reference  to  the  present  billi  but  did  not  all  know 
that  it  «as  not  until  two  weeks  af^er  the  land  bill  that 
this  bill  had  been  brought  forward'  What  hindered  its 
earlier  consideration?  Gentlemen  had  suffered  the  new 
fortification  bill  to  be  taken  up,  and  ihen  a  bill  lo  enlarge 
the  army,  and  then  an  armory  billi  all  these  consumed 
timet  and^  under  such  circumstancf  s,  be  mutt  dtubt  the 
zeal  of  gentlemen  in  pushing,  as  they  might  have  done. 
And  why  was  it  discussed  now,  when  there  was  nut  ihe 
remotest  chance  of  its  becoming  a  law?  It  might  pro- 
duce political  agilslion,  but  no  reduction  of  the  revenue. 
If  gentlemen  had  been  sincere  and  earnest  in  their  anx- 
iety lo  accomplish  ihat  object,  wliy  were  not  the  items 
in  this  bill  divided  into  two  distinct  clssses,  and  reported 
in  two  different  bills?  In  regard  to  many  of  them  there 
was  no  dispute)  and  if  these  bad  been  classed  K^ether, 
the  bill  containing  lliem  would  have  been  passed  at  once 
by  common  consent.  From  the  mixing  up  of  these  with 
other  items  which  were  sure  to  produce  great  contro- 
versy, Mr.  C.  was  justified  in  believing,  and  lime  would 
show  the  coi  redness  of  the  opinion,  that  they  would 
have  much  lalk  and  no  action.  Hr-  C.  was  not  opposed 
to  those  who  in  good  faith  desired  to  reduce  the  levenue. 
Those  who  professed  to  have  this  desire  had  the  maj<ir- 
ity.  Let  that  majority  be  brought  togt  ther,  and  let  the 
declaration  be  made  ii>  a  certain  quarter  that  all  •  bo  op. 
pose  the  measure  would  be  considered  as  out  of  (he  true 
faith,  and  then  Mr.  C .  a'oulil  believe  gentlemen  to  hem 
earnesit  otherwise  he  could  not.  But  the  Senator  from 
New  York  [Ur.  Waiciit]  had  declared  that,  if  there  was 
any  secret  understanding  in  regard  to  the  tariff  of  1828, 
he  knew  nothing  of  it. 

I  was  (uid  Mr.  C  )  consulted  at  the  time,  to  know  how 
the  South  would  gis  snd  whether  the  South  would  sus- 
Uln  tlic  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Middle  States?  We  did 
to  sustain  it,  but  refused  toagree  toMicli  aotendments  as 
would  suit  tbe  members  ^Kkdliyltar^lK^iC  The 
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internkl  history  of  (he  bill  shows  what  wu  our  cilcuU- 
lioD.  Can  any  man  believe  that  Southern  men  would 
ever  have  voted  for  nich  i  bill  la  the  UrilTor  1638»  un- 
IcM  they  believed  that  by  to  votii^  they  would  innire 
ita  ultimate  defeatf  Do  nut  all  the  world  know  that  we 
or  the  Southern  States  were  for  free  trade,  and  looked 
upon  all  these  protecting  duties  as  neither  more  nor  less 
than  sheer  oppression?  We  surely  had  an  (wdinary 
meuure  of  common  sensei  and  would  we  vote  to  resist 
all  amendnenti  to  such  a  bill  aa  was  ultimately  pasaed» 
unless  we  felt  ourselves  assured  of  a  contingent  advan- 
tage? And  what  was  that  advantage?  We  nw  that  the 
system  might  be  pushed  too  far  to  suit  New  England; 
that  it  might  be  made  to  affect  injuriously  the  interests 
of  navigation  and  commercet  and  that  in  that  esse  they 
would  go  against  the  bill.  Surely  we  must  have  had 
some  asiuratice  that  in  (lie  final  vote  New  England  wouki 
Join  uf.  We  took  our  hazard  on  thia  issue.  We  resist- 
ed  all  amendments,  and  kept  the  bill  in  such  a  shape 
that  we  were  assured  they  never  could  vote  for  it.  Our 
great  inducement  wsa  a  hope  of  being  able  to  prostrate 
the  administration,  and  aiding  New  England  in  the  de- 
feat of  the  bilit  but  the  very  men  who  had  ibe  most 
warmly  denounced  the  bill  suddenly  wheeled  round, 
and,  on  the  Anal  question,  took  ground  against  ut.  If, 
after  all  this,  I  am  a  little  suspicious  that  gentlemen  may 
heading  here  a  political  part,  with  the  intention  of  again 
bringing  the  whole  industry  uf  the  country  under  the  ao> 
tton  of  Congress,  and  thus  gain  for  their  party  an  unlim* 
iled  control  of  its  affairs  is  it  to  be  wondered  atf  Is  it 
marvellous  that  I,  who  have  seen  and  mingled  with  and 
been  an  actor  in  such  a  scene  as  passed  here  in  1838, 
should  suspect  the  entire  sincerity  of  (be  same  genile- 
men  in  1637 1 

But  the  honorable  Senator  aays  (hat  aalt  it  not  the  only 
article  selected  by  the  Finance  Comnitlee  as  an  object 
ofredtictiom  bat  that  others  on  which  the  cxiating  duty 
is  over  20  per  cent.,  have  also  been  inserted  in  this  bill. 
It  ia  very  true.  But  aa  the  act  of  1833  was  an  adjustment 
of  (he  tariff,  hy  way  of  compromise  between  (he  msnufac- 
(uring  and  sgricuhural  interests  of  (he  country,  some  du- 
ties included  in  it  may  be  reduced  by  common  consent 
of  both  parties.  Thus,  the  dutiesonwinesand  vinouaspir- 
ita  nay  be  lowered,  without  interfering  with  the  tarifT 
system,  because  they  are  in  a  manner  open  articleai  but 
Ihia  cannot  be  said  of  (bis  du'y  on  suit.  This  is  a  test 
question,  and  the  only  article  in  the  bill  which  presents 
a  fair  test,  whether  ilie  compromise  it  to  be  respected  or 
not.  On  that  view  of  the  subject  1  take  my  ground. 
The  difference  between  reducing  this  salt  duty  all  at 
once*  and  reducing  it  gradually,  presents  no  tenip(aiion 
to  me.  I  neither  can  nor  will  be  caught  in  aueh  a  trap. 
In  1840  and  1841  the  duties  ^  olT rapidly.  I  riiall  then 
claim  the  benefit  of  our  side  of  (he  arrangeroentt  and 
shall  I  not  be  stronger  then  if  I  concede  now/  I  put  it  to 
all  Southern  men,  whether,  even  allowing  that  the  com- 
promise has  no  absolutely  binding  force,  it  will  not  be 
our  wisest  policy  to  hold  to  it?  Whether  we  shall  not 
thereby  render  ourselves  stsunger  in  1841  and  1842? 
Most  certainly  we  shall.  When  Senators  on  the  other 
aide  ait  ^lent  while  we  tbua  explain  our  understanding 
of  the  agreement,  I  hold  it  to  be  an  acquiescence  in 
our  viewf  (or  surely  it  is  a  most  unmanly  course  if  they 
mean  otherwise. 

We  sre  told  that  the  President  elect  is  moat  wonder- 
fully attaclied  to  the  Soutticrn  States  and  tlie  advance- 
ment oF  Southern  interests)  and  the  evidence  ia  ibe 
speech  he  delivered  in  New  York  previuus  to  the  vote 
he  gave  to  fix  the  tariff  upon  us  in  1838;  and  the  vote 
is  nut  pemitted  'to  ezphiin  the  speech,  lie  voted  fur 
the  duty  un  wool  and  woollens,  and  far  the  whole  bill  of 
1838— one  of-the  most  oppresrive  measures  to  the  South 
that  ever  wu  defisedi  and  yet  gentlemen  bnve  fiitli  b 


his  deep  attachment  to  Southern  intnests.  I  am  nach 
disposed  to  look  back.  Perhaps  it  is  conitiuitiomi  is 
my  mindt  but  I  feel  a  strong  proneness  to  retraspec^ 
1  well  remember  the  constitution  of  the  first  etbioet  of 
General  Jackson.  There  was  Ur.  Berrien,  a  stoututi- 
tariir  man,  and  stoutly  opposed  to  the  tariff  of  1838, 
(which  as  passed  by  the  vote  of  Hr.  Van  Buren  )  Tbts 
there  was  Hr.  Branch,  decidedly  opposed  to  it.  Ur. 
Ingham,  who  acted  a  manly,  open  part  tn  that  boaam. 
All  theae  were  General  Jackson's  warm  friends.  With 
them  were  Hr.  Diekerson,  of  New  Jersey,  s  moittbo^ 
ough  tariff  man,  and  Hr.  Woodbury,  of  New  HarapdiiK, 
who  (to  do  him  justice)  acted  not  badly  in  1838.  At 
bottom,  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill.  He  acted  t  xoj 
different  part  from  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Mr.  Vsn  Bures,  i 
we  may  judge  by  hia  vote,  was  most  tborouchly  tariff. 
Vet  it  seems  extraordinary  to  the  Senator  from  Ne« 
York  that,  with  that  thoroughly  tariff  man  for  Preades^ 
1  should  be  unwilling  to  have  the  comproniM  diitarbnl! 
Let  ua  have  some  proof  that  Mr.  Van  Buret)  is  as  tonile 
to  the  tariff  as  the  Senator  from  North  Caiolinauysbt 
ia.  Until  i  have  proof  on  that  point,  I,  for  one,-ciii 
never  consent  to  have  the  tariff  queation  opened,  beciu*e 
i  am  very  sure,  the  moment  it  is,  we  in  the  minoriij  M 
sure  of  being  sacrificed.  Whatever  surplus  any  be  lelt 
in  the  Treasury,  it  is  infinitely  safer  to  return  it  teMht 
States  until  a  gradual  reduction  of  the  rerenne  tbw 
have  dried  up  the  aourcea  Jroro  which  it  It  derivee.  > 
have  determined,  under  present  circumsUnee^  not  to 
call  up  the  deposite  bill.  I  am  well  persuaded,  if  im 
Government  shall  go  on  in  future  aa  exthvsisntly  «  < 
has  lately  done,  there  will  soon  be  complaint  btsra 
about  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury.  I  have  no  fsitb  in  tae 
present  state  of  the  country.  It  ia  unaound.  There  a 
a  plethoric,  bloated  state  of  apparent  prosperii>i  but  tae 
slighteat  reverse  will  throw  oar  whole  money  concmi 
Into  irretrievable  confusion.  The  currency,  bolb  w 
Great  Britian  and  America,  wu  never  before  in  so  criU- 
cal  a  condition. 

Mr.  C.  concluded  by  reiterating  (he  declsrstiop  tW 
he  had  taken  his  stand  upon  the  advantages  tobeden- 
ved  to  the  South  from  an  adherence  to  the  co»)»(MMe. 

Hr.  PRESTON  next  addresaed  the  Senate. 
menced  with  a  aerlea  of  remarka  intended  to  jastifx  tbe 
course  pursued  by  himself  and  his  colleagae  [Ur.  tit- 
■oBii]  in  resitting  the  reduction  of  llie  duties  P™!'"'" 
in  the  present  bill.  He  thought  that  it  aouW  be  h«d 
for  the  friends  of  the  administration  who  advucated  tM 
bill  to  show  that  they  (himself  and  collesguc)  we«,™* 
men,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  anti-tariff.  As  to  the  act  of  !»»• 
President  Jsckson  had,  in  his  message,  eip»*y 
ntsed  it  as  a  compromise,  and  recommended  ite  obiimt- 
•noe.  Little  did  he  expect  to  be  so  soon  conUMhcttdoo 
the  floor  of  tlie  Senate  by  such  devoted  fricmU.  B« 
he  wRt  now  the  setting  sun—another  luminary  •••™'» 
in  the  political  iky.  and  all  eyea  were  now  d"**^^ 
the  fiaming  east.  It  would  do  now  to  ssy 
waa  no  cumpromise,  and  that  all  arguments  based onuw 
supposition  wtre  futile.  Yet  the  Senator  fro* 
tucky  [Mr.  Cla»]  had  phdged  himaelf  althe  W,t" 
■till  recognised  the  obligation,  tacredly  to 
The  South  had  at  leaat  that  guaranleei  and,  for  luw» 
he  preferred  relying  on  that  ground  to  trustmglbepw| 
anlce  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  i« 
Senator  from  Virginia,  it  seemed,  considertd  Mr.  *» 
Buren  as  pledged  to  the  Soutbi  ami  ibis  on  K>«"P 
ground  of  assurance  besides  his  famous  «P««**?^ 
York,  and  his  vt-U  in  direct  contradiction  of  it.  It^ 
Mr.  P.  unfeigned  pleasure  to  bear  aoch  aasuratwe^"" 
he  trufted  in  God  (bat  they  would  be  earned  out-  « 
could  tell  that  genOeman  that  in  such  a  course  he  •«» 
not  be  opposed  by  South  Carojimi.  "iu: 
prophecy,  now  kt  %^ffi^©0gle'"*^ 
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ScMtorfrom  Virginia  wu  th«  prieit  upon  the  tripod 
jutt  noW|  but  how  did  (be  Senate,  or  how  could  the 
Sooth,  know  but  tnotber  prieat  might  ihortly  mount 
uoUwr  trtpodt  and  deltrern  diff'erent  retponter  The 
Senator  from  Virginia  Bpokt  for  the  Soutbi  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  BtfCBAirAB,]  who  wis  now 
mfertaMtely  absent,  might  perchance  feel  in  his  turn  the 
influence  of  the  god,  and  utter  a  Ttticination  calculated 
for  a  different  meridian.  Hr.  P.  said  that  he  receired 
with  great  respect  whatever  fell  from  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia;  but,  in  this  case,  he  must  be  pardoned 
for  feeling  sonte  little  distrust.  It  night  be  so,  as  the 
Senator  tuppoaedt  but.  for  one*  he  iboald  be  glad  to 
bear  the  Senator  from  Penntylrania  rise  in  his  place, 
and  make  a  decUralion  in  consonance  with  that  which 
had  just  been  uttered  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia.  But 
the  gentlemut  (said  Hr.  P.)  qualified  his  position  by  a 
cerlun  set  of  words,  carefully  at-kcted  and  cautiously 
weighed.  The  new  President,  it  seemi,  is  practically 
mpoaed  to  in  extrangant  tarifl*— ay,  practicalty.  He 
i»  for  none  of  your  vigue  abstractions — oti,  no.  His  is  a 
pnetical  operationiand  we  arc  told  this  by  honorable  gen- 
tlemen who  hunted  down  a  lale  adminiilration  beeiuie 
they  were  the  friends  of  a  "  judicioui  tariff."  And  now, 
■ir,  can  the  gentleman  tell  us  what  is  a  practical  tariff/ 
What  the  doraioint  parly  mean  by  no  abstractions,  I  un- 
derstand to  be  DO  conttitutional  objectionst  for  the  coo- 
alitation  is  a  mere  abstraction— a  mere  bit  of  pirebment. 
But  we  of  the  weaker  interest  have  nothing  to  appeal 
to  but  paper*  and  parchmenlsi  we  ban  nothing  to  rely 
upon  but  tbcae  abstractkma.  I  riiould  hire  been  glad 
to  have  beard  from  tbe  honorable  Senator  what  is  to  be 
the  exact  nature  and  extent  of  the  practical  opposition 
which  we  of  the  South  may  expect  from  the  powers  that 
are  to  be.  Tbe  present  President  came  into  power  as  tbe 
friend  of  a  practical  judicious  larifft  «nd  what  did  that 
turn  out  to  be>  Tbe  tariff  of  1838,  followed  by  the 
tariff  of  1833— a  tariff  wbkh  we  of  the  South  foh  our- 
■ehrea  cooipelled  to  reMSt.  Out  tbe  honorable  Senator 
toformt  us  that  we  have  reason  to  think  the  feeling  in 
tbe  coontry  in  favor  of  high  protecting  duties  baa  Iwen 
greatly  weakened.  But  where  is  the  proof  oMhisf  We 
all  remember  tbe  history  uf  this  feeling  heretofore.  We 
all  know  that  tbe  tariff  ^stem  went  on  by  constantly  in- 
creasing majorities)  and  the  larger  the  tariff  proposed, 
the  more  votes  were  brought  up  in  its  favor.  And  what 
b  tbe  Mate  of  the  tntereats  sTill  concerned  in  the  tame  sys- 
temf  What  one  Slate  has  changed  its  policy  or  its  prin- 
etplct  on  Uiii  subject  f  Do  we  not  see,  to  this  very  hour, 
that  the  moment  those  interests  are  touched  their  repre- 
•entatirea  act  in  disregard  to  all  parly  ties  f  Will  gen. 
tlenen,  in  a  moment  of  triumph,  because,  with  tbe  aid 
of  omeir  and  my  colleague,  they  find  themselves  ibte  to 
breu  down  tbe  tariff  of  1838  and  1833,  sin|;  tbe  flatter- 
ing song  in  our  ears  that  tbe  tariff  feeling  is  dead,  and 
the  tartfT  intcreat  obangcdf  If  so,  why  bare  they  not 
atruck  at  tbe  whole  syitemf  Gentlemen  talk  about  Ibe 
frtut  of  taxea  going  into  tbe  pocketa  of  tbe  rich,  while 
*4bey  are  gathered  from  tbe  labor  of  tbe  poori  but  what, 
I  pray  you,  has  been  the  movement  of  Ibeir  whole  party  / 
Has  it  not  been  to  make  all  those  articles  which  are  in- 
tended foe  the  confumplion  of  the  rich  free  of  duty,  and 
only  strike  at  aalt  and  ipiriu?  Wby  did  tbey  select 
Cb'inaf  Uocs  not  that  belong  almost  exchirively  lo  the 
riehf  Look  at  tbe  whole  list  proposed  in  the  preacnt 
billf  and  how  many  of  diem  are  articles  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  man*  Yet  we  are  taunted  and  twitted  for 
bvoring  the  rich  against  tbe  poor,  while  they  thcm- 
aelves  are  uking  off  the  duty  from  the  conveniences  or 
lunries  of  tbe  rich  alone.  Why  I  With  a  view  to  Ikvar 
tbe  riehf  I  do  not  say  that.  But  out  of  a  balf-way  re- 
tpeet  for  the  compromise  of  1833.  Tbe  Senator  fntm 
Kcw  JoA  [Hr.  Wumt}  doM  not  eomider  tbat  aet  u  a 
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bargain,  nor  does  he  think  either  the  North  or  tbe  SouUi 
pledged  toils  observance.  Now,  I  do  know  tbat  it  was 
reganJed  as  a  bargain.  I  gave  my  pledge  in  behalf  of 
those  whom  1  represent.  Tbey  consider  themselves  Is 
bound  in  good  faith;  and  if  a  compliance  with  it  will  take 
the  last  cent  of  my  eoostitnenta  out  of  their  poelnt%  it 
shall  be  complied  with,  so  fiw  as  depends  on  me,  bccMua 
I  respect  their  honor  above  their  property.  I,  for  one, 
do  not  hold  myself  at  liberty  to  disregard  that  act  be- 
caoae  it  is  only  a  bit  of  parchment,  1  am  not  at  liberty 
lo  tear  bits  of  parchment  tbe  moment  they  stand  in  the 
way  of  my  pecuniary  interest.  .But  I  will  not  argue  the 

Sjuestion.  Aa  to  the  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  I  do  net 
eel  myself  called  upon  to  speak,  at  lhis'tlme»  about  its 
diapoaition.  The  adminiatration  of  General  Jackson  de- 
clared to  the  nation  that  there  would  be  no  surplus.  I 
am  glad  now  lo  hear  tbat  there  will  be  one.  I  am  happy 
in  beholding  the  riwng  auspices  of  my  countryi  and  if  the 
majority  in  power  consider  themselves  free  from  any  ob- 
ligations to  respect  the  act  of  1633,  and  are  sincere  in 
their  purpoae  to  effect  a  reduction  in  the  revenue,  1  Uohl 
myself  ready  to  posh  wiUi  them  at  the  tariff;  but  I  fear 
tmt,  instead  of  adominant  and  triumphant  majority,  those 
who  make  that  attempt  in  earnest  will  speedily  find 
themselves  in  a  lean  and  powerless  minority. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  sUted  that  tbt  rate  of  duty  on  common 
salt  was  a  f^tion  over  83  per  cent., (taking  the  year 
1635  u  the  standard.)  If  Ibe  expression  of  sentiment 
waato  prevul  wbieb  bad  been  given  hero  In  regard  to 
articlet  over  and  under  30  per  cent.,  it  woe  of  eoune 
uaeleasto  occupy  any  more  time  in  the  diacoa^on  of  tbe 
present  motion.  He  must,  however,  detain  the  Senate 
for  a  short  time,  in  order  to  explain  the  motives  of  his 
own  action  in  inserting  this  article  of  common  salt  in  tbe 
bill,  with  a  view  to  abolishing  the  tax  now  imposed  upon 
it.  He  would  first,  however,  offer  one  word  in  regard 
to  the  Tiewi  which  bad  been  given  of  the  compromiaa 
act^  and  of  lie  fimiti.  If  be  wu  right,  tbe  views  wMch 
gentlemen  bad  expressed  on  tbat  subject  were  oert^lr 
wrong.  It  se«ned  to  be  aasumed,  by  gentlemen  <^  aU 
political  Interests,  tbat  all  duties  at  SO  per  cent,  wertt 
inviolablei  because  the  compromise  bill  referred  lo  all 
dutiea  over  SO  per  cent.,  and  Congreu  had  acted  oo  ill 
under  30  per  cent.)  so  tbat  this  particular  point,  while 
tbe  duty  was  exactly  30  per  cent,  formed  an  exception 
from  all  human  action  for  a  certain  term  of  yeara.  It 
might  be  BOf  but  be  owed  it  to  himaelf,  as  a  member  ot 
tbat  Congress  which  bad  passed  tbe  bill,  tbat  be  bad 
made  up  a  record  for  himself,  and  be  considered  tbe 
compromiae  aet  as  standing  precisely  on  tbe  same  basio 
as  any  other  law;  and  no  matter  what  were  the  terma 
employed  in  it,  he  was  juat  as  much  at  liberty  to  act  on 
that  particular  law  as  on  any  oiber  paased  by  tbe  Legia- 
lature.  He  would  now  explain  what  were  tbe  viawa  hs 
eiiteHained  in  regard  to  that  bill.  All  dutiea  not  afftet- 
ed  by  the  action  of  tbe  bill  were  equally  subject  to  res- 
ervation; all  over  30  per  cent,  were  in  a  course  of  re- 
duction, while  those  at  and  under  SO  percent.  ««re 
not.  He  found,  to^ay,  that  in  the  views  of  gentlemen 
those  articles  alone  might  be  rendered  free  of  du^ 
which  were  below  30  per  cent.  He  would  ask  (rf  all 
Scnaiora  who  had  been  here  when  the  compronnse  bill 
WIS  passed,  and  itill  held  a  seat  upon  that  floor,  why 
the  dutiea  at  30  per  eent.  were  to  be  held  inviolable, 
while  all  above  and  below  that  point  were  subject  to  the 
action  of  Congreaaf  He  bad  thought  that  every  duty 
left  stationiry  by  tbe  compromise  act  itself  wu  entirely 
open,  if  gentlemen  chose  to  resort  to  thit  bill  u  an  au- 
thority for  legislation.  But,  for  bimielf,  he  did  not  ad- 
mit tbat  it  pomeaaed  any  binding  force  beyond  any  other 
law. 

Then,  aa  to  tlie  important  artielo^  oommop  nHt  ba 
atood,  with  hte  reapeeted]B9UiimkilOO^lS«>>] '» 
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a  situation  the  most  inlereated  or  my  gentleman  on  the 
floor,  w  Tar  bb  bit  constiltients  were  concerned.  There 
waa  no  State  in  the  Union  which  made  as  much  salt,  or 
any  tiling  tike  as  much,  aa  New  York.  While  he  thank- 
ed the  Senator  fi-om  Uiasouri  for  tbe  favorable  opinion 
he  bad  expressed  with  regard  lo  his  eourae  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  truly  represented  the  wishes  of  his  State 
when  he  urged  that  Uiis  article  should  be  duty  free.  He 
believed  he  dtdt  but  he  was  not  quite  confident  that  such 
was  the  case.  His  conviction  wu,  (hat  the  measure 
would  be  BUttainedt  and  why?  He  would  lell  gentle- 
nen.  It  would,  on  examination,  be  found  that  what  had 
been  staled  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  was  perfectly 
correct^  namely,  that  in  the  year  1835  the  value  of  im- 
ported aalt  had  been  something  over  9600,000,  while  tbe 
duties  paid  upon  it  amounted  to  4537,000.  What  was 
tbe  amount  of  the  interest  which  New  York  desired  to 
be  protected.'  The  factoriea  in  that  State  now  manufac- 
tured two  millions  of  bushels  per  winum— perhaps  he 
erred*  but  he  believed  that  it  was  at  least  that.  The 
nrenae  impoaed  by  the  Slate,  at  6  cents  per  bushel, 
bad  amounted  tbe  last  year  to  orer  $100,000.  This  was 
•  very  important  revenue  to  tbe  Stale.  A  hundred 
thousand  dollars  a  year  derived  from  an  excise!  Was  it 
then  prudent,  patriotic,  or  proper,  in  him,  to  contend 
that  the  country  ought  to  pay  a  (ax  of  $530,000  to  pro- 
tect bis  State  in  tbe  reception  of  a  revenue  of  #100,000? 
In  reply  to  this  question,  be  was  eompelled  to  say  no. 
As  to  the  interest  of  the  manufacturers  themselret,  he 
presumed  they  would  be  willing  to  compromise,  and  let 
the  protecting  duty  go,  if  the  State  will  relea>'e  them 
from  its  excise.  The  argument,  iberefore,  came  back  to 
the  principle,  »bether,  while  the  money  was  not  want- 
ed, he  should  stand  there  in  his  place,  and  tax  the  nation 
half  a  million  of  dollars,  in  order  that  his  own  State  m>ght 

Set  a  hundred  thousand.  He  could  not  consider  such  te 
e  his  duty. 

What,  then,  was  the  state  of  the  manufacture.*  It  was 
now  as  perfect  as  it  ever  could  be;  and  here  let  him  aay, 
on  hU  own  knowledge,  thai  it  had  been  on  nearly  as 
large  a  scale  as  at  present,  wiih  a  price  of  only  ten  cents 
a  bushel.  It  had  been  sold  for  even  less  than  that.  He 
spoke  of  that  part  of  tbe  price  which  went  to  the  roanu- 
nctorer,  after  deducting  tbe  State  tax.  Tbe  tax  had 
been  twelve  and  a  half  eents;  it  was  now  reduced  to  six 
and  a  quarter.  On  the  same  principle  which  had  made 
him  unwilling  to  vote  for  reUining  a  revenue  of  (340,000 
for  the  sske  of  protecting  a  branch  of  manufacture  in 
which  (150,000  capital  had  been  embarked,  he  was  un- 
able to  vote  to  retain  this  duty  on  salt.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  State  of  New  York,  but  few  factories 
would  be  affected,  to  any  extent,  by  making  it  a  free 
article.  There  were  a  few  on  the  Atlantio  bo^er  which 
would  be  somewhat  affected  by  it.  He  knew  that  there 
were  factoriep,  also,  near  the  river  St  Lawrence;  hut, 
for  their  protection,  he  was  willing  to  rest  on  the  diffi- 
culties and  cost  of  bringing  in  tbe  foreign  article.  He 
could  not,  also,  forget  (liai  abou(  one  half  of  those  he 
represented  derived  their  supply  of  salt,  not  from  the 
State  factories,  but  from  foreign  importation;  (hat  they 
paid  the  tame  tax  as  the  rest  of  tbe  Union,  and  would  be 

Eroportiouslly  relieved  by  its  removal.    Thua  situated, 
e  had  a  very  difficult  duty  to  pcrformt  but  he  had  in* 
dined,  on  (he  whole,  to  taking  off  the  duty. 

And  here  he  must  be  permitted  to  say  (hat  a  misun- 
dersUnding  still  existed  as  to  the  principles  which  had 
governed  the  committee  in  reporting  this  bill  to  tbe 
Senate.  It  seemed  to  be  supposed  that  the  committee 
had  felt  themselves  restrained  from  touching  any  article 
tbe  duty  on  which  exceeded  twenty  per  cent. i  but  tbe 
liwertion  of  this  article  of  mH  was  one  bet  whigh  must 
effectually  dispel  that  idea.   He  wh  just  as  willing, 


when  seeking  to  reduce  the  revenue,  to  go  iato  tbe  er 
amination  of  articles  above  twenty  per  cent,  unnder. 
He  should  not,  indeed,  touch  any  of  the  protected  ia- 
terests,  when  their  protection  held  any  reasonable  |irs- 
portion  to  tb^  gain  which  would  accrue  to  the  ooaatrr 
by  taking  off  the  lax.  This  article  of  salt  was  aotthi 
only  item  which  the  committee  had  touchrd,  whenlhi 
tax  was  over  twenty  per  cent.  Tli«7  had  lud  their 
hand  on  some  which  enjoyed  a  protection  over  oaebil' 
dred.  The  great  interest  of  the  country  in  a  fedaetiii 
of  the  revenue  was  paramount  to  the  prosperity  of  mm 
particular  interests.  As  almost  every  article  which  tlicf 
could  reach  waa  an  article  of  luxury,  and,  tbmfsic,  i  j 
legitimate  subject  for  taxation,  it  had  given  lum  plnam  : 
to  find  in  the  long  list  al  least  one  which  wu  aa  nectt-  j 
aaryto  human  life  as  any  thing  which  could  be  conceiicd, 
not  excepting  bread-stuffs  themselves.  He  wouMnot 
deny  that  this  consideration  hsd  pressed  with  importiBt 
weight  upon  hia  mind.  On  many  other  items  in  the  bil 
he  bad  acted  with  extreme  reluctance  t  but  it  wu  with 
lively  tatidaction  that  he  found  hiniKlf  juslified  mprs- 
posing  to  abolish  entirely  the  tax  upon  sut. 

Mr.  PRESTON  next  addressed  the  Senate.  Hewd,  , 
if  he  had  rightly  understood  tlie  Senator  fron  Ne« 
York,  be  had  maintained  the  position  that,  even  adherlif 
to  the  compromise  act,  this  article  of  salt  might  be  intn- 
dueed  into  the  bill.  The  Senator  had  furibfr  slated, 
that  although  he  did  not  hoM  himself  bound  by  the  cms-  ! 
promise,  yet  be  was  indisposed  to  touch  im|wrtaatm>  | 
lected  interesU  if  it  could  be  avoided.  Mr.  P.  said  thiti 
for  himself,  be  waa  disposed  lo  reduce.the  duliei  vim- 
ever  they  ran  counter  to  the  law  of  1833.  He  w*ii 
thoroughly  anti-tariff  politician,  and  ready  and  difpomi) 
aa  such,  to  go  all  lengths,  if  he  were  not  concladd  bf 
the  law  of  1833.  He  abould  vole  to  reduce  anyds'r. 
when  the  reduction  did  not  interfere  with  that  scli  but, 
whenever  it  did,  he  abould  steadily  vote  sgaiMl  it; 
fur  be  was  utisfied,  fron  all  the  Indieaiions  amind  blm, 
that  the  anti-Uriff  Interest  in  that  chamber  wu  tb« 
weaker  interest,  and  that  the  only  safety  for  then  of 
rhe  South  was  to  adhere  to  the  compromise.  If  ojM 
the  tariff  question  were  opened,  and  the  existing  pMti- 
aions  on  that  subject  thrown  afloat,  Southern  SfhIoti 
would  at  once  be  reduced  to  an  imputent  minority,  and 
would  be  compelled  to  sit  by  and  see  their  nf)i"i 
their  feelings  too,  sacrificed  before  their  faoM  by  inter- 
ested combinations.  The  indications  this  day  hid 
left  no  doubt  on  that  subject.  Tbe  compromise  lud 
been  assented  to  by  various  aecttons  of  the  country,  fa 
the  sake  of  quieting  the  difBculttea  which  agitated  i«d 
threatened  the  Union;  tbe  larger  interest  yieldii^io"*' 
thing  to  the  weaker,  and  the  «  eaker  alio  conieirtinf  t» 
relax  something  of  their  demsnds,  lest  their  oppoinK 
should  be  driven  to  cxtremiOea.  While  the  nes«e 
waa  under  consideration,  the  inquiry  had  been  put  to 
himself,  whether  his  State  would  be  satisfied  with  luebi 
measure.  He  had  replied  in  the  affirmativr,  and  be 
therefore  considered  himself  aa  personally  identifird 
a  part  of  the  arrangement;  for  the  L.egislalure  of  htioss 
Slate  had  acted  formally  in  thia  metier,  expreaily  rccof- 
nising  the  act  of  1833  as  a  compromise.  That  act  bcusd 
him,  and  bound  h«r{  and  when  South  Csrolim 
pltdgei^  she  abode  by  thera.  She  had  pled^  heriN 
to  the  corapromisetand  he,  as  her  representative,  dusU 
btand  to  it.  No  doubt,  the  compromise  bill  bad  no  fei^ 
as  a  constitutional  arnngement;  but  all  parties  bis 
agreed  to  it,  and  the  country  had  gone  on  welluitdrr* 
But,  even  if  it  were  not  for  the  interest  of  all  to  8db(« 
to  it,  was  it  fit  and  becoming  lo  open  afresh  sH  v* 
wounds  of  the  country,  and  bring  back  all  the  sngryus 
violent  emoliona  which  had  been  excited  by  tbe 
-oontruversy  i  1  f  it  were  for  tbewke  of  peace  al«)^  " 
would  not  disturb  Dt^z«fnK4ie«fdi0^ebid  bed  . 
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iMde.  Gentlemen  might  open  the  question  «gain  if 
th«y  p'e*«ed(  and,  in  that  ease,  what  would  be  his  own 
poiition?  He  ahould  be  Found  on  the  extreme  verge  of 
Ibe  anti-tariff  party,  tf  the  field  «at  again  thrown 
open*  they  must  fi^t.  Woollen%  he  supposed,  would 
be  the  rallying  pointt  and  thus  they  would  proceed  from 
one  article  to  another,  fighting  all  Ibeir  battles  OTer 
•gain.  If  they  must  do  this,  they  mustt  but  he,  for  one, 
would  gladlyavoid  it.  Would  Senators  from  the  South 
permit  the  question  to  be  opened'  He  addressed  him- 
self to  the  two  flanksi  and  first  to  gentlemen  in  the  op- 
poiitkm.  Would  tbey  oonseot  to  throw  a  question  of 
thH  kind  open  to  in  admiDitiration  whoie  written  prin- 
«iplea  were  on  one  «de  of  it,  and  their  recorded  vote* 
npon  the  other?  Would  they  again  suffer  the  Executive 
to  dandle  them  one  against  the  other,  and  thus  secure 
hiaown  power,  while  he  himself  remained  uncompro- 
mitled  to  one  side  or  to  the  other?  The  Execulire 
would  bow  to  the  one  party,  and  assure  them  that  if 
they  would  but  give  up  tbeir  opposition,  the  tariff  ques- 
tion should  be  their  owni  and  then-  bow  with  equal  grace 
Ml  the  other  Mde,  and  give  them  a  like  assurance.  But 
could  this  thing  be  done?  Could  such  a  double  game 
be  played?  History  showed  that  il  could  be  done,  and 
bad  been  done;  and  that  by  a  far  less  adroit  manager  than 
was  toon  to  fill  the  executive  chair.  The  present  in- 
cumbent had  played  this  game,  and  had  played  it  op  to 
South  Carolina.  The  frienUa  of  the  administration, 
•peakii^  in  its  name,  claimed  to  be  with  both  parties— 
with  one  at  the  North,  and  with  the  other  at  the  8outh| 
and  by  this  very  game  General  Jackson  had  got  his  power. 
And  would  gentlemen  now  permit  an  Executive  who 
would  not,  ftnd  who  could  not,  be  compromitted  to  any 
Ibin^,  thus  to  hold  a  rod  over  them?  He,  fur  one,  was 
unwilling  to  produce  such  a  state  of  things;  and  he  was 
anzicus,  on  political  as  well  as  on  other  considerations, 
to  keep  the  question  closed.  He  had  said  that  the  fu- 
ture Executive,  could  not  be  eompromitled<  Had  the 
present  ineumbent  been  compromitted,  bold  and  de> 
cided  as  he  was?  Would  any  gentleman  rise  in  his 
pbce  and  say  that  President  Jackann  was  a  tariff  or  an 
•Dti-tariff  man?  The  friends  of  the  tariff  alrongly  be- 
lieved that  he  was  with  them.  The  opponent!  of  the 
tariff  as  strongly  believed  that  he  was  with  them.  South 
Carolina  went  for  him  aa  being  against  the  tariff,  and 
Pennaylvania  went  for  bim  with  equal  zeal  as  being  de- 
ddedly  for  it.  Mr.  P.  might  offend  those  who  worship- 
ped the  aetiing  sun,  if  he  should  say  thst  the  ming  lumi- 
nary waa  brighter.  This,  however,  be  supposed,  might 
very  safely  be  affirmed — that  the  coming  administration 
would  not  be  bolder  than  that  which  had  preceded  it. 

He  would  now  address  himself  to  the  friends  of  the 
■dainistrstion.  A  Senator  from  New  York  now  called 
upon  them  to  open  the  tariff  queatioo,  when  it  bad  been 
New  York  that  had  fastened  on  the  country  the  tariff  of 
1826.  He  repeated  the  assertion:  it  was  New  Yurk 
which  had  done  this  movigore.  It  had  been  Martin 
Vao  Buren  who  gave  the  vote  which  fixed  the  tariff  of 
1828  upon  the  Southern  Stalest  and  it  was  under  this 
tariff  President  that  New  York  again  called  upon  them 
to  open  the  question.  For  whose  benefit?  That  of 
an  anU-lariff  President?  Or  of  a  tariff  President?  Of 
both.  Whkh  waa  he?  Were  they  lo  believe  his  vote 
in  1838,  or  the  anti-tariff  movement  of  the  present  day? 

He  knew  very  well  the  principle  which  was  adi^ted 
here,  that  any  man  who  was  elected  Preudent  waa  lo  be 
underatood,  from  that  fact,  as  having  the  popular  sanction 
fur  all  he  had  dune,  be  it  what  it  might.  Very  well(  ad- 
mit the  principle,  and  how  would  it  apply  to  the  Presi- 
dent elect?  He  had  suatsined  the  tariff  of  18S8,  and  the 
people  since  elected  him,  and  had,  of  course,  sanctioned 
tlK  tariff  policy,  and  to  oppose  it  would  be  treason. 
This  was  the  position  which  might  legitimately  be  taken. 


The  people  had  voted  for  a  man  who  stood  recorded  on 
the  records  of  the  Senate  (if  the  Senate  had  any  perma- 
nent records)  as  a  tariff  man.  Of  course,  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  this  state  of  things,  must  turn  just  as  he  turn*. 
But  Mr.  P.  thuught  this  doctrine  emmenlly  wrong  in 
principle,  and  he  did  not  believe  that  any  individual 
could  derive  great  benefits  from  it.  He  considered  it 
as  neither  wise  nor  proper,  honorable  or  honest,  for  a 
Legislature  which  had  built  up  manufactures  by  a  pro- 
tective policy,  suddenly  to  change  its  course,  and  at  one 
blow  prostrate  all  the  establishments  which  had  grown 
up  under  their  previous  legislation.  It  might,  indeed,  be 
said  that  our  eitiscna  who  were  investing  large  amounts  of 
capital  in  partieutar  branches  of  hidustry  were  fully  ap- 
prized that  the  Legislature  possessed  this  power,  and 
might  at  any  time  exercise  it.  This  was  truei  but  then 
the  people  believed  that  those  whom  ihey  intrusted  to 
make  their  laws  were  cautious  and  wise  meni  and  that, 
having  once  deliberately  embraced  a  cnurse  oF  policy, 
they  would  persevere  In  it,  or  would  at  least  abstain  from 
so  great  and  sudden  and  ruinous  changes  as  to  prostrate 
the  great  interests  of  the  country.  In  the  most  anient 
period  of  Southern  opposition  to  the  American  system,  it 
had  never  been  contended  that  all  the  roanufiiclured  sr- 
tides  which  bad  fur  years  been  protected  by  the  tariff 
were  at  once  to  be  laid  in  the  dus).  When  the  angry 
feelings  of  the  South  were  roused  to  their  uttermost 
point  of  excitement,  he  had  never  heard  a  man  propose 
an  immediate  and  sudden  ami  violent  change  of  policy, 
such  as  roust  cmdt  and  destroy  these  institutions.  His 
colleague  {Hr.  Calhovh]  had  never  proposed  a  course 
of  reduction  short  of  seven  yearsm  completing  its  effect* 
and  he  was  persuaded,  if  the  question  had  been  put  to  the 
nullifying  convention  itself,  that  body  would  nut  have  ad- 
vocaledan  immediate  demolition  of  all  the  interests  whioh 
depended  on  the  tariff  for  their  very  being.  The  tariff 
law  of  1828,  which  had  been  saddled  on  the  Southern 
States  by  the  vote  of  New  York,  would  have  now  pro- 
duced  a  revenue  of  fifty  or  sixty  millions  of  dollars.  Hsd 
not  South  Cuxdina  come  to  the  rescue,  had  the  not  re- 
fused to  listen  to  the  delusive  promises  which  were  sung 
in  her  ears,  such  would  have  inevitably  been  the  result. 
Instead  of  a  tariff  of  duties  which  brought  nine  millions 
into  the  Treasury,  the  country  would  have  had  a  tariff 
which,  at  an  average  of  38  per  cent,  on  the  whole  im- 
portation of  the  last  season,  would  have  given  from  fifty 
to  sixty  millions.  The  compromise  had  prevented  such 
a  state  of  things;  and,  having  achieved  that  arrangement, 
Hr.  P.  was  inclined  for  repose.  He  never  could  con- 
sen',  as  a  Southern  man,  to  trust  a  tariff  administration 
with  the  open  question  of  a  protective  system.  What! 
were  not  Southern  gentlemen  aware  that  that  Senate  wsa 
not  B  whit  less  tariff  in  its  composition  at  this  hour  than 
it  had  been  in  1838?  And  though  they  might  now  re- 
peal the  duty  on  coal,  and  salt,  and  woollens,  yet,  when- 
ever the  great  interests  protected  by  the  tariff  should 
rally  their  strength,  the  same  plundering  association 
would  again  be  formed,  whose  combination  had  car- 
ried the  tariff  laws  of  1824  and  1828.  He  now  warned 
his  friends  of  the  South  that  the  tariff  principle  waa  in 
reality  as  dominant  this  day  as  it  had  ever  been.  The 
Executive  might,  indeed,  present  a  double  face  to  the 
different  portions  of  the  Union.  To  the  South  and  West 
he  might  wear  a  gilded  smile,  which  would  induce  them 
all  lo  think  that  he  was  decidedly  anti-tarifft  decidedly  a 
strict  constructionist;  decidedlyfi  State  rights  man)  de- 
cidedly an  snli-abuUtionist.  While,  at  the  same  time,  over 
the  other  shoulder,  there  might  be  another  face,  nodding 
to  the  Norlh(  and  there  all  might  be  equally  aure  that 
the  Preaident  wsa  tariff,  unqueationahly  tariffi  a  liberal 
conslrueiionistt  a  friend  of  internal  Improvements,  with 
a  tittle  touch  of  abolition.  Under  circumslancts  of  this 
descriplio!»,  Mr.  P.  was  m^^t^  9^K9®^^img 
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compromiM  disturbed,  ind  the  question  of  the  UrifT 
ft^in  Mt  afloftt.  He  wu  well  mstured  tlut  if  ihit  quetlion 
cliouUl  nofr  be  opened,  no  Executive  wtuttcTer  would 
be  slron|r  enough  to  resist  (be  tide  of  interest  which 
wi  utd  at  once  set  in.  Even  the  powerful  man  who  now 
filled  the  executive  chair  had  not  resitted  and  dare  not 
rcB'st  itt  and  dare,  then,  his  successorf  Whatever  ntif^ht 
be  bis  disposition  to  do  so,  it  was  not  in  hit  power.  Was 
it  not  plain?  The  Executive  could  not,  for  his  Ufe, 
make  the  vote  on  any  one  article  in  this  bill  a  party  vote. 
Geotlenien  vm  still  found  voting  according  to  tbe  in* 
tcreita  of  their  own  constitueotst  and  to  tbey  must  con- 
tinue to  vote.  Rather  than  trust  executive  ptedgei, 
whatever  might  be  the  executive  kindness  towards  (he 
Sgnth,  he  was  for  adhering  to  the  compromise.  The 
longer  the  country  reposed  under  it,  the  stronger  would 
be  its  bond)  of  security  and  peace.  The  public  mind 
bad  now  conformed  itself  to  (he  arrangement.  The 
community  was  satisfied,  and  the  country,  so  far  as  this 
interest  was  concerned,  was  tranquil  and  proaperous. 
As  a  Southern  man,  he  felt  bound  to  adhere  to  a  present 
and  a  certain  good,  in  preference  to  trusting  to  an  uncer> 
tain  future  gain.  In  (he  mean  time  he  ahouid  be  happy 
to  hear  (he  opinion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  [Hr.  Whmht]  on  these  two  points:  first,  wheth* 
er  be  conwdered  tbe  Senate  as  bound  by  the  compromise 
lawi  and,  Mcond,  whether  a  leading  gentlemaa  from 
New  York  wu  tariff  or  anti.tarilT. 

In  rebttion  to  this  particular  duty  on  salt,  Hr.  P.  was. 
in  posaesiion  of  sources  of  knowledge  so  intimate  as 
would  prevent  him  from  voting  on  the  question.  The 
Senator  from  New  York  certainly  could  not  have  select- 
ed a  stronger  case  to  iliuttrate  the  impropriety  of  the 
tariff  Uw  (ban  this  very  duty  on  salt.  The  whole  dn(y 
was  wrong  in  principle,  and  abominable  in  fact.  In  1830 
it  enjoyed  in  tbe  interior  of  the  country  ■  protection  of 
two  hundred  per  cent.,  beridea  all  the  natural  protection 
arising  from  its  weight  and  bulk.  Yet  he  knew  (hat  even 
round  about  the  establishment  where  the  salt  was  made 
in  immense  quantities,  this  enormous  duty  was  rendered 
popular  by  ibe  wealth  and  influence  of  (hose  who  own- 
ed tbe  manufactory^  and  there  were  no  more  decided 

Krtiiana  of  Ibe  taiiif  system  than  the  poor  class  of  in- 
bitanU  In  that  region  on  whom  this  enormous  duty 
was  levied.  The  same  influence  was  exerted  in  the  balls 
of  CoDgresB)  and  never  had  he  been  so  profoundly 
taught  the  danger  of  tbe  tsrifr  policy  as  be  had  by  wit- 
nessing its  resulrs  in  relation  to  this  tax  upon  salt.  Salt 
was  telling  at  a  dollar  a  bushelt  (he  duly  upon  it  was  20 
cents,  and  tbe  poorest  people  were  paying  this  duly,  and 
petitioning  Congreuthat  it  might  not  be  taken  off.  h 
was  ■  tax  which  had  renewed  the  virtue  (of  course  he 
meant  politically)  of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  and  of 
the  forty  New  York  delegates  in  the  other  House.  Tbe 
General  Government  reduced  (he  duty  to  10  cents,  and 
the  patriotic  Sta'e  of  New  York  to  6  cents,  making  the 
existing  duty  16  cents  per  bushel.  The  liberality  of  the 
honorable  Senator  was  most  conspicuous  in  moving  to 
•bolish  this  duty.  Hr.  P.  was  nut  quite  so  sure  of  the 
magnanimity  of  the  forty  Representatives  in  (he  o(her 
Housei  it  might  turn  out  tha(  twenty  of  them  would  be 
found  on  one  side,  and  twenty  on  tbe  olberi  and  ao  New 
York  might  decide  upon  the  tarilF,  unless  her  Senator* 
were  called  tn  vote  by  a  decision  of  tbrir  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  believed  that  on  a  former  occanion  (he  Sena- 
tors from  New  York  amicably  divided,  and  thus  kept  tbe 
Slate  safe,  when  in  1833  (heir  SUte  spoke,  and  instruct- 
ed tbem  bow  to  votei  and  it  was  possible  that  (he  hon- 
orable Senator,  who  had  proposed  the  abolition  of  this 
duty  on  salt,  might,  when  the  moment  for  voting  arri- 
ved, pull  out  of  his  pocket  the  inatructions  of  bis  Legis* 
kture,  and,  in  the  face  of  all  bis  own  apecches,  might 
vote  agwnit  Ua  motion.  Tbe  eon^iromiie  act  bad  found 


the  lax  upon  mU  in  this  predioamenl.  TIm  duty  «f  30 
cents  had  been  reduced  to  15,  aadbyttecoDdicdictioi 
had  come  down  to  10,  and  at  that  point  it  stond  thta 
the  compromise  bill  was  introduced.  The  operation  of 
the  compromise  law  itself  bad  further  reduced  tbe  daljr 
about  three  tentha,  so  that  at  the  present  time  nit  piid 
a  duty  of  7  or  8  cents,  and  by  the  year  1343  (his  vosld 
be  further  diminished  to  3  or  4  cents.  Hr.  P.  Md 
these  facts  from  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  deUubrf 
tbe  subjecti  but  tbougb  be  stated  tbem  for  the  iiiConB> 
tion  of  tbe  Senate  and,  being  penonally  intcmlii 
should  not  vote  upon  tbe  question,  be  was  deode^ep- 
posed  to  touching  tbe  compromtae. 

Hr.  DAVIS  here  stating  it  was  bis  desire  to  subut  ■ 
few  remarks  on  this  subject,  hut  feeling  unwiUiaf  to 
commence  them  at  so  hte  an  hour,  tbe  Senate  mIhi 
motion,  adjourned. 

FaioAT,  FtanuaBT  24. 
SEDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  baviog  resutned  tbe  conuderation  of  lbs 
bill  to  reduce  the  duties  on  certain  imports — 

Hr.  DAVIS  rote  and  addressed  tbe  Senate  in 
stance  as  follows: 

I  feel  it  my  duly,  on  this  occasion,  to  say  a  few  wit 
in  reply  to  some  remarks  whicb  have  fallen  fna  |[e■d^ 
men  on  tbe  other  side,  and  whiehseemed  toMtobaia- 
tended  personally  for  myself  and  my  coHeague,airepK- 
senting  one  of  (he  Eastern  Staleaof  this  Union.  M;  col- 
league is  abundantly  able  to  nnawer  for  himtclf,  lail 
will,  no  doubt,  do  so  in  due  time.  This  discuisioa  bst 
taken  a  wide  range,  and  it  hu  been  thought  worth  vbik 
to  open  the  history  of  the  tahfl'  act  of  183B.  UiBf  of 
us  were  witnesses  of  the  transactions  referred  toi  aiiil  1 
do  not  regret  that  some  tiine  baa  been  occupied  oa  tM 
subject,  as  it  may  be  a  means  of  aending  forth  the 
country  a  representation  of  some  aflTairs  not  rctasrfcsblr 
well  understood.  We  of-the  Kwth  did  not  tot  esU 
know  how  to  account  for  it,  wh«n  we  saw  you,  nr,  [Hr. 
KiHo,  of  Alabama,  who  was  in  the  chair,]  and  otber 
Southern  gentlemen,  voting  to  keep  up  heavy  ft*- 
teciing  duties,  while  at  the  same  time  you  inveiffcei 
with  somuch  severity  agunat  the  whole  protective  po*^- 
We  were  aware  that  there  was  aoow  key  ts  tbe  ^ 
parent  enigma,  and  now  we  bare  bad  tbe  wfcate  secret 
fully  unfolded.  We  could  not,  indeed,  be  so^opin  " 
not  to  comprehend  the  general  tenor  of  the  act  ol  1*» 
What  was  the  origin  of  that  act?  In  1827,  those  •!» 
were  engaged  in  the  woollens  interest  felt  theawelw 
aggrieved  that  the  protective  privileges  secured  to  the* 
under  tli^  act  of  1824  had  been  impaired  by  tbe 
tion  of  Great  Britainj  and  they  came  to  Coi^ress,  awif 
the  enactment  of  auch  a  law  as  dHHild  restore  the*  tone 
same  footing  as  they  bad  etijoyed  under  the  ad  of  1834. 
No  sction  was  had  at  that  time,  but  tb«r  applicttioBVi* 
renewed  in  1838;  and  out  of  these  circunutancei  fcf 
the  famous  act  which  has  not  unfrequently  been  d*"^ 
nated  a  bill  uf  abominations.  1  do  not  know  who  M 
christened  it  by  this  name.  I  am  not  personally  sasat^ 
able,  although  t  do  not  think  tbe  name  was  v^'T*'* 
misapplied.  The  introduction  of  (be  bill  oecaaoan  • 
long  diaeussion.  Instead  of  givii^tbe  wodleoa taterc'* 
little  aid,  it  was  found  that  the  Committee  on  Mtoaae- 
lures  had  introduced  into  tbe  bill  almost  every  twC- 
There  was  a  heavy  protecting  duty  on  hemp,  wfaiehs*' 
body  asked  fori  duties  on  duck,  on  iron,  on  spiritii 
though  no  petition  had  been  presented  calling  for*^ 
one  M  tbem.  These,  and  a  number  more,  were  fn^ 
toualyjiut  Into  the  bill)  but  when  we  come  tow*** 
vbat  «u  done  for  tbe  woolleaa  interest  we  Snd  aMm 
at  all.  We  asked  for  bread,  apd*T«i  gava  as  a*ia 
A  bigb  duty,  it  *■  trw|i|BeMi(fWMg*€«** 
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but  «  proportional  duty  wm  lud  upon  wool,  which  com- 
pleieljr  annulled  the  benefit  to  the  mmnufaclurer.  The 
biH  wu  made  to  respond  to  other  mttterc,  entirely  foreign 
from  kt  professed  object.  We  are  not  so  ignortnt  u 
not  to  know  thtt  there  were  mixed  connder»tioni  of 
poficft  ind  v«riou>  intereatt  concerned,  in  a  meature  ao 
eoaiplieated  in  its  character.  When  we  aaw  Southern 
oiembera  voting  to  keep  up  hi^dutiea  on  iron,  and  aail 
cloth,  and  hemp,  we  thought  there  waa  tome  hidden 
meaning  which  prompted  such  a  course.  Now,  as  I  be- 
fore olnervrd,  we  have  the  «full  interpretation.  The 
p<^y  of  the  South  has  bcea  aTOwed,  and  we  find  that 
■he  diject  waa  to  make  Ibe  bill  ao  very  bad  as  to  drive 
tlioie  who  bad  asked  for  protection  to  vote  against  it. 
But  when  tt  came  to  the  final  vote,  many  of  those  who 
had  tnost  vehemently  opposed  the  bill  suddenly  turned 
about,  and  voted  in  its  favor.  This  1  could  not  do.  So 
i,  for  one,  followed  exactly  the  course  which,  as  it  now 
appears,  it  waa  designed  I  should.  1  voted  against  the 
bill.  It  passed,  however,  to  the  obvious  disappointment 
and  aurprise  of  many  Southern  gentlemen,  who  had  cal- 
ciihttdbn  the  opposition  of  every  New  England  repre- 
aentativF.  I  have  only  adverted  to  tbia  history,  for  the 
pNrpoae  of  showing  that  we  of  the  Mew  England  SUtes, 
and  eapetially  the  woollens  interest,  were  selected  ssthe 
•eapegoatt  that  while  the  bill  waa  constructed  in  such  a 
way  as  to  satiafy  all  (he  Middle  and  Western  Stales,  that 
interest  which  most  needed  protection,  and  which  had 
earnestly  petitioned  for  it,  was  entirely  deserted. 

Then  came  the  bill  of  1838,  a  bill  of  somewhat  the 
•ame  cbaraotcr  with  that  which  bad  preceded  it.  I  de- 
liberated lon^  on  the  courie  wbieh  it  waa  my  duty  to 
pursuei  and,  in  conclusion,  felt  myself  eonstrwned  to  vote 
against  that,  as  I  had  against  tbe  bill  of  1898.  When  the 
period  of  my  election  came  round,  my  opponents  said 
that  I  had  been  found  in  bad  company,  and  that  I  had 
«tof>d  side  by  side  with  Southern  men  in  voting  against  a 
bill  for  protecting  dutiest  and  it  wai  thence  argued,  by  a 
aimihir  course  of  reasoning  to  that  which  has  been  ap- 
plied in  tbe  preaent  debate,  that  I  waa  an  enemy  to  the 
tarHT.  A  roan,  it  was  said,  might  be  known  by  hiscom- 
panyi  and,  as  I  had  voted  in  tbe  same  way  with  avowed 
opjKmeniB  of  the  whole  lariflT  policy,  I  must  be  set  down 
as  sgreeing  with  them  in  sentiment. 

Then  followed  the  bill  of  1833.  1  was  called  to  act 
upon  thai,  alsoiand  the  journals  of  the  Senate  will  bhow 
that  I  voted  in  tbe  negative,  ai  I  bad  done  on  the  two 
ibrmer  occasions.  I  took  oecaiion  at  that  time  fully  to 
expreaa  my  seotimenls  in  regard  to  that  meature.  They 
are  in  print,  and  will  speak  for  themaelvet.  The  bill, 
however,  passed,  and  became  the  law  of  the  hnd;  and, 
for  myself,  I  acquiesced  in  it,  as  all  citizens  should  dof 
oor  am  I  aware  that  my  Slate  hat  diacovered  any  dtapo- 
tttion  to  interfere  with  its  provisions. 

But  acNDtelbing  has  been  said  here  upon  the  subject  of 
^cdgca.  The  Senator  frcHD  Virginia,  and  some  other 
■nembera  of  tbe  Senate,  have  observed  that  they  have 
nehher  beard  nor  seen  any  recognition  of  pledges,  on 
this  Mde  tbe  House,  to  the  observance  of  the  act  of  1833 
as  a  compromise.  1  do  not  know  that  these  remarks 
were  intended  to  have  a  peraonal  reference  to  myself) 
but  yesterday  the  Senator  from  Vii^inia  made  the  for- 
mer remarks  more  pointed  and  personal,  observing  that 
be  had  carefully  watched,  throughout  the  debate,  and 
kad  liatcned  to  bear  whether  any  Nortbcm  Senator  would 
acknowledge  himself  to  be  bound  by  the  act  as  a  bargain, 
and  had  heard  no  such  a  word  from  any  one  of  ibem. 
He  bad  beard  no  pledges  from  this  side  of  the  House. 
Pledges  to  whatr  What  pledges  does  he  demand^  What 
did  he  ezpeotr  la  he  not  in  ravor  of  this  bill?  He  says 
that  the  compromise  act  is  nothing  more  to  him  than  any 
Mber  piece  of  paper.  He  approvea  the  present  bill,  and 
will  vote  for  it.   WelU  sir,  and  hov  stands  tbe  matter 


with  hia  friends^  Who  brought  this  hill  forward?  Was 
it  on  my  motion,  or  on  the  motion  of  those  with  whom  I 
am  associated?  It  was  not.  The  bill  has  been  matured 
by  hii  own  friends;  and  the  chairman  of  tbe  committee 
who  reported  it  [Mr.  Waieirr]  said  it  is  obvious  that 
about  one  million  of  the  proposed  amount  of  reduetion 
hl\»  within  the  provisions  trf  the  compromise  act.  Wai 
it  not,  then,  the  deliberate  purpose  of  the  committee  to 
report  a  bill  which  did  interfere  with  the  compron^i 
and  do  not  all  who  support  the  bill  avow  tbe  detennim- 
tiun,  which  has  been  ao  frankly  avowed  by  the  chairman 
and  by  tbe  Senator  from  Virgtnii,  to  invade  that  act?  If 
auch  IS  the  fact,  and  if  this  measure  is  not  a  mere  exper- 
iment,  but  has  been  seriously  brought  forward  here, 
what  am  I  cAliged  to  infer?  Am  I  not  compelled  to  be- 
lieve that  those  who  have  brought  it,  and  those  who  top- 
port  it,  mean  to  declare  that  we  are  not  bound  by  the  act 
of  1833?  That,  to  use  tbe  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vir^nia,  it  is  no  more  to  ua  than  a  bit  of  parchment  ? 
If  such  is  the  tenor  and  tendency  of  their  own  remarks, 
and  such  tbe  doctrine  they  themselves  avow,  then  where 
is  the  propriety  in  ealling  upon  us  for  pledges^  When 
they  avow  their  disregard  of  tbe  compromise,  do  they  ex- 
pect that  we  shall  pledge  ourselves  to  regard  it?  If  that 
is  their  expectation,  then  the  present  measure  is  without 
sense  or  object,  that  I  can  see.  What  infioence  is  our 
opinion  to  have?  Suppose  we  rose  in  our  place,  and  de- 
clared lhat  we  held  that  act  to  he  binding,  would  tbe 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia'  change  his  course?  If 
he  would,  then  must  he  not  admit  that  this  bill  is  a  mere 
experiment— a  teat?  The  chairman  assures  us  it  ii 
brought  here  with  a  view  to  its  being  passedt  andMn> 
tlemen  say  that  they  are  willing  iheir  sincerity  ahall  be 
judged  by  their  votes.  For  what,  then,  do  they  want 
pledeea  from  us'  II  would  not  alter  their  course  if  we 
should  give  them.  Their  course  Is  wholly  independent 
of  any  opinion  of  ours.  I  cannot,  therefore,  make 
any  apok^  for  their  course  on  this  ground.  I  do  not 
like  to  be  called  upon  for  senseless  and  unmeaning 
pledget. 

But  I  have  another  word  to  say  about  this  matter  of 
pledges.  Hy  opinions  with  regard  lo  the  oompromise 
bill  were  freely  given  at  the  time  it  paasedi  but  it  became 
a  law,  and  I  acquiexced  In  it,  aa  was  my  dulyt  nor  have 
I  given  any  proof  of  a  disposition  to  diaturb  it.  But  I 
know  that  this  matter  has  recently  been  brought  before  the 
Legislature  of  my  State,  and  that  there  is  a  probability 
.  of  legislative  action  in  regard  to  it.  I  am  not  in  posses* 
sion  of  any  authority  to  pledge  my  State  to  a  course  of 
future  action;  it  would  not  become  me;  it  does  not  belong 
to  me.  The  utmost  that  could  be  demanded  of  me  would 
be  an  expression  of  my  own  opinion.  It  is  not  for  me 
to  give  pledges  while  the  matter  in  hand  ia  before  my 
State  Legislature.  I  can  now  slate  that  the  opinions  of 
lhat  body  We  arrived  by  the  last  mail;  I  ahall  lay  the 
document  before  the  Senate,  and  let  it  speak  for  itself. 
1  thought  it  due  lo  myself  to  say  thus  much  on  tbe  sub> 
ject  of  pledges;  and,  having  done  so,  I  will  relieve  the 
Senate,  and  reaume  my  seat. 

Mr.  BENTON  went  into  a  lengthy  reply,  in  which  he 
quoted  the  journal  to  show  lhat  the  present  bill  waa  more 
advanced  in  proportion  to  the  date  of  the  session  than 
the  compromise  bill  had  been  in  1833;  from  which  he 
took  occasion  to  vindicate  the  committee  who  reported 
it  from  the  charge  of  delay.  He  denied  tbe  binding 
force  of  the  compromise  act,  against  which  be  spoke 
with  some  aeverity.  He  warmly  commended  the  policy 
of  regulating  commerce  by  equivalents,  and  ezpresied  a 
determination  to  commence  a  rwular  system  of  opera- 
tions with  a  view  to  have  that  policy  extensively  pursued 
by  this  Government. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Hr.  NILES,  the  question 
waa  taken  on  striking  out  of  the  bill  tbe  t^ofds  *'  com- 
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mon  ult,"  and  decided  in  (he  nej^tivet  by  yeis  ind 
nayi,  m  followfl: 

TiA0 — Meurt.  Buebtntn,  Calhoun,  Claj,  Clayton, 
Criitenden,  Davi%  Ewinji;  of  Ohio,  Kent,  Kniehl,  Mc- 
Kean,  Ntchiriaa,  Robbina,  Robinaon,  Southard,  Web- 
■ter— 15. 

Nats— Mcflsra.  Bayard,  Benton,  Brown,  Cutlibert, 
Bwinf  of  lljinoiti,  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Ltnn,  Lyon,  Hoore,  Mouton,  Niles, 
NorTCll,  Page,  Parker,  Prentiaa,  Rivei^  RuffRlM,  Serter, 
Strange,  Swift,  Tailnadge,  Upton,  Walker,  White, 
Wright— ^8. 

Mr.  BENTON  mored  to  amend  the  bill  by  inaerting  a 
partioular  kind  of  blanket*,  (apeeified  in  hit  amend- 
ment,)  uaed  principally  by  the  Indianti  which  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to:  Ayes  33,  noei  14. 

Mr.  NILBS  offered  the  fblluwing  amendment: 

•'That  from  and  after  the  30ih  day  of  September, 
1837,  the  duty  on  fossil  coal,  culm  coal  screenings,  and 
eoke,  Imported  into  the  United  States,  shall  be  one  dol* 
hr  per  ton  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty 
pounds)  and  that  after  the  30th  day  of  September,  183^ 
the  duty  shall  be  sixty  cents  per  ton." 

Mr.  NILES  addressed  (he  Senateat  considerable  length 
in  support  of  his  amendment,  and  upon  the  principles  of 
the  bill.  He  remarked  (hat  it  was  known  to  the  Senate 
that  the  subject  of  the  duty  on  crial  had  been  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  (he  Committee  on  Manufac- 
tures, of  which  he  was  a  member,  and  that,  in  pursuance 
of  the  instruction  of  said  committee,  he  had  reported  a 
bill  for  the  entire  repeal  of  the  duty  on  foreign  coat)  but 
as  it  was  not  his  intention  to  call  up  that  bill,  he  had  of- 
fered this  amendment  to  the  bill  under  eonsideradon, 
which  related  to  ihe  same  general  subject  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  duties.  The  Committee  on  Manufactures  had 
alao  made  a  report,  containing  somewhat  at  length  their 
views  of  (he  subject,  and  their  reasons  for  the  reduction 
or  repeal  of  the  duty  on  ooali  and  did  be  sappnse  that 
Senator!  had  examined  that  report,  he  would  forbear 
any  remarks  in  support  of  the  amendment  he  ofTered) 
but  from  the  great  pressure  on  the  time  and  attention  of 
every  Senator,  and  as  the  subject  was  not  one  of  general 
interest,  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  few  gentlemen 
had  given  much  aitention  to  the  report  to  which  he  had 
referred.  He  should,  therefore,  as  briefly  as  he  couli), 
submit  snme  general  considerationa  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. The  preaent  law  imposes  a  duty  of  six  cents  per 
heaped  bushel  on  coal,  in  genera)  termtt  and,  from  the 
vague  and  indefinite  nature  of  the  langusge,  several 
questions  have  arisen,  and  prosecutions  have  bren  insti- 
tuted to  recover  (he  duty  in  cases  of  doubt,  under  the 
present  law.  He  believed  a  suit  had  been  commenced 
in  Pennsjivania  in  respect  (o  coal  screenings!  and  one 
had  recently  been  decided  in  New  York  against  Ihe 
United  States^  the  object  of  which  was  to'recover  the 
duty  on  imported  coke.  The  jury  decided  that  coke 
was  not  coal,  and,  therefore,  not  subject  to  duty  by  (he 
existing  law.  Coke  bean  (he  same  relation  to  fossil  coal 
that  charcoal  does  (o  wood.  I(  is  fossil  coal  charred,  or 
burned,  and  loses  fifry  or  sixty  per  cent,  in  weight  by 
the  process.  The  Uw  is  defective;  and  if  (he  duty  was 
to  be  maintained  at  its  present  rate,  it  ought  to  be  amend- 
ed. But  ills  object  was  a  reduction  <rf'  the  duty.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  Committee  on  Hanufaelures  had  recom- 
mended a  repesl,  and  he  had  concurred  in  that  opiniont 
but  being  satisfied  that  a  repeal  of  tbe  duty  could  not  i 
be  carried  at  this  time,  he  now  only  sought  (o  obtain  a 
reduction.  A  ion  of  coal  contained  about  twenty-seven  or 
twenty-eight  bushelsi  and,  at  the  present  rate  of  impost, 
pays  a  duty  of  about  one  dollar  and  seventy  cents,  or  now 
something  less,  as  by  tbe  operation  of  the  act  of  1833 
tbe  duty  has  been  reduced  from  sis  cents  to  five  and  one 
third  cents  per  bushel,  llie  reduction  propoMd  b  about 
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forty  per  cent,  on  tbe  30th  of  September  next)  andia 
one  year  from  that  period  shout  seventy  per  cent  Tlw 
rate  of  duty  at  (hat  time,  should  the  amendment  be 
adopted,  would  be  about  tbe  tame  as  what  It  will  be  re- 
duced lo  in  1 843,  under  the  provisiont  of  the  act  of  1133; 
that  ia,  shout  twenty  per  cent.,  but  probably  rather  abM 
that  rate. 

The  duty  on  coal  was  imposed  for  revenue  only, » 
far  as  respects  all  the  former  actsi  and  even  as  to  the  hit 
act,  that  of  1834,  it  can  hardly  be  claimed  that  tbe  'vr 
crease  of  duly  was  designed  for  protection.  Tbe  act  of 
1789,  which  wat  the  first  imposing  duties  on  import^  hIk 
jecled  coal  to  a  doty  of  two  cents  per  heaped  buhdi  the 
next  year  It  was  raised  to  three  eentst  in  1793,  to  fimrni 
a  half  cents;  in  1816,  when  the  whole  ^'stem  ofreveim 
was  revised  at  the  close  of  the  war,  it  was  incressed  to  6n 
cents  per  bushelt  and  in  1834^  to  six  cents.  The  act  of 
1834,  which  increased  the  duty  one  cent  per  buiheli  it 
Ihe  only  one  that  can  be  considered  as  having  had  any 
reference  to  protection)  nor  is  it  by  any  means  ckir 
that  tbe  addition  to  the  duty  made  by  that  act  had  any  rcf. 
erence  to  the  protection  of  the  domestic  inlerea^  fortbe 
country  was  then  oppressed  with  debt  from  the  war  ex« 
penditures,  and  the  rates  of  duty  of  many  articles  wew 
increased  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  which  were 
in  no  way  connected  with  any  domestic  interest.  Bat 
there  is  another  and  stronger  reason  tending  to  prore 
that  the  object  of  the  increase  of  duty  by  the  Kt  of 
1834  was  not  protection.  The  home  coal  trade  tbes 
could  hardlybe  taid  to  exist,  and  it  can  scarcely  be  tapp«- 
sed  that  Congress  intended  a  prospective  protection  of  u 
interest  not  then  in  existence,  or  not  of  sufficient  ilnpo^ 
lance  to  demand  attention.  The  preceding  seawn,  ll»t 
of  1823,  (he  whole  amount  of  anthracite  coal  mined  and 
brought  to  market  was  less  than  nx  thonsand  tons.  Tbo 
first  anthracite  coat  which  was  introduced  aa  an  artideof 
fuel  was  in  1830,  when  a  few  hundred  tons  only  vert 
used.  Itbaabeenincreasingaincethattimetoibepreteai. 
For  tome  yeara  the  inereaae  wat  very  dow,  but  of  late 
it  has  been  very  rapidt  and  since  1831,  the  anthrteilec«l 
which  has  been  brought  into  Ihe  market  frnmPenn^ln- 
nia  alone  has  increased  about  one  hundred  thoutand  torn 
per  annum.  During  tbe  year  1836,  nearly  700,000  tons 
were  mined  and  brought  to  market.  Fossil  cosl  bti 
now  become  a  common  article  of  fuel  in  all  tbe 
and  towns  on  the  Atlantic  border  of  the  Union,  fid^ 
use  is  extending  into  the  country;  and  it  is  exieaMvely 
used  in  bctories.  The  primitive  forests  have  been  d^ 
strnyed,  and  what  remain  are  wanted  for  timber.  Itsp. 
pears  to  be  the  natural  order  and  course  of  things  tbst 
during  the  early  stages  of  the  settlement  of  every  eon- 
try,  the  forests  are  the  natural  resource  for  supp^^ 
the  inhabitants  with  fuel)  bur,  in  the  progress  of  Hk, 
this  resource  must  fail)  the  foresM  disappear  before tk 
industry  and  enterprise  of  man,  and  the  lands  sre  broafbj 
under  cultivation.  At  every  country  becomes  older  sad 
more  populous,  n  greater  portion  of  (he  lands  are  re- 
quired for  t'tlage,  to  supply  Ihe  wants  of  the  Inhabitanisi 
but  when  the  forests  are  destroyed,  and  the  lands  gen- 
erally brought  into  cultivation,  some  other  resowee 
must  be  discovered  to  supply  fuel,  one  of  the  mMt  »■ 
dispensable  articles  of  life)  and  a  beneficient  Providetet 
bas  provided  almost  every  country  with  an  ■i'''''"^? 
supply  of  fuel  in  Its  mountaini^  which  are  not 
ble  of  cultivation.  This  is  eminently  true  in  the  CbHm 
Slates.  No  country  on  the  globe  it  more  abundiMV 
provided  with  fossil  cosl,  or  with  better  natural  fsriWiJ' 
of  transporting  it  to  the  places  where  it  may  be  waated. 
West  of  Ihe  mountains  coal  abounds  almost  etf? 
where;  east  it  is  not  so  generally  prevalent,  yrt  Ih"* 
are  large  districta  containing  %  supply  for  all  lim  ■* 
come,  moit  of  which  are  in  the  Stite  of  Penntylvaw 
In  the  older  portlgi9nl&dlli9Via3tCl§«««*^ 
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jart  arrived  tt  a  period  when  the  inhabitanti  muit  de-  1 
pend  on  fossil  coat  Tor  fuel,  instead  of  the  forests  which 
bare  hitherto  supplied  their  wants.  The  transition  from 
one  description  of  fuel  to  the  other  has  been  astonish- 
ingly rapid  within  the  last  five  ov  six  years.  If  the  in* 
crease  io  the  conaamptiofi  of  coal  continues  for  ten  years 
at  the  same  ratio  it  has  for  the  last  five  years,  there  will, 
at  that  time,  be  one  million  seven  hundred  thousand  tons 
eonsumed  yeariy  from  the  mines  of  Pennsylvania  alone. 
This  quBDtiiy,  at  four  dollars  per  ton,  delivered  at  tide 
water,  would  amount  to  nearly  seven  tniilions  of  dollars. 
Pennsylvania  had  been  highly  favoredt  in  addition  to  a 
fertile  soil.  Ait  pomesses  treasures  of  wealth  in  her 
moontuns  of  coal,  of  which  the  imagination  could  not 
well  conceive.  Unless  foeril  coal  which  may  come  into 
competition  with  her  trade  shall  be  discovered  else- 
where, the  time  was  not  remote  when  she  would  receive 
twenty  millions  of  dollars  annually  as  the  proceeds  of 
her  coal  trade.  All  the  Middle  and  Eastern  SUtes  will 
be  tributary  to  her  for  one  of  the  first  and  must  impor- 
tant neeessaries  of  life.  Mr.  N.  said  that  he  did  not  en* 
vy  Pennsylvania  these  advantagest  he  rejoiced  that  she 
poMessed  themt  it  would  alvays  afford  him  pleasure  to 
witness  ber  advance  in  that  career  of  wealth  and  great- 
ness which  Beemed  open  to  her.  All  that  he  desired 
wai^  that  she  should  exhibit  a  just  moderation  in  lier 
prosperity]  that  she  should  be  satisfied  with  reasonable 
profits  on  her  immense  coal  trade.  But  he  was  not  wil* 
HDg  tliat,  by  means  of  an  onerous  duty  of  fifty  per  cent. 
oD  the  foreign  article,  she  should  be  enabled  to  obtain 
ncariy  two  dollars  per  ton  for  ber  coal  more  than  the 
fiur  minimum  price.  , 

From  the  nets  he  had  stited,  it  was,  he  thought, 
apparent  that  the  question  of  the  eoal  duly  had  now 
t»ecome  one  of  great  magnitude  and  importance,  both 
to  those  engaged  in  the  domestic  coal  trade  and  to  the 
ctMintry  generally.  When  the  la&t  act  was  passed,  in 
1834k  the  question  was  of  but  trifling  nmsequenee,  and 
there  was  no  reason  to  suppose  that  it  bad  received 
nueb  consideration.  Even  if  he  were  to  admit  that  the 
toereaae  of  the  duly  by  the  act  of  1834  was  designed  to 
hvor  the  domestic  coal  interest,  the  question  ttien  was 
of  so  little  importance,  it  cannot  reasonably  be  believed 
that  the  subject  was  then  fully  examined  or  discussed. 
But  the  time  has  nowarrived  when  Congress  is  called  on 
.to  decide  whether  it  is  just  and  proper  to  continue  an 
oneroua  doty  of  nearly  nfiy  per  cent,  on  one  of  the  first 
necessaries  of  life,  which  was  originally  imposed  and 
baa  been  maintained  for  revenue  only. 

"Wby  shall  this  duty  be  continued^  Is  it  wanted  for 
revenue  f  This  is  not  claimed,  it  is  our  purpose  to  re- 
duce the  revenue,  and  the  bill  before  us  has  been  intro- 
duced for  that  object.  It  reduces  the  revenue  nearly 
two  and  a  half  millions.  The  duty  on  coal  in  1835  was 
nearly  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars}  and, 
abottid  this  amendment  prevail,  it  would  reduce  the  duty 
idMMit  forty  thousand  dolhrstlie  first  year,  and  something 
like  eighty  thousand  afterwards.  So  far  as  the  revenue 
was  concerned,  tbe  measure  was  desirable,  as  our  object 
is  to  reduce  the  revenue — to  avoid  a  surplus,  which  is 
diatracttng  Congress  and  (he  country. 

Bat  the  Committee  on  Hanufaclurcs  bad  not  recom- 
mended the  repeal  of  the  coal  duty  as  a  financial  measure. 
The  general  subject  of  the  reduction  of  duties  had  been 
intrusted  to  another  committee,  no  doubt  much  mure 
ooaipctent  to  so  arduous  a  task.  They  had  proposed 
the  repeal  of  the  coal  duly,  as  a  measure  of  relief  to  the 
eount^  Arom  what  they  believed  to  be  an  unnecessary  and 
burdensome  tax,  which  bore  particularly  hard  on  the 
poor)  but,  so  far  as  the  measure  would  have  any  effect 
on  the  finances,  it  was  favorable;  but  that  was  altogether 
a  secondary  object. 

Is  the  pteseot  high  rate  of  duty  oo  imported  coal  oe* 


cessary  to  protect  the  home  coal  trade?  This,  it  nuist 
be  admitted,  is  the  only  ground  on  which  the  duty  can 
be  justified.  He  did  not,  however,  believe  that  so  high 
a  rate  of  duty  was  necessary  for  that  purpose}  nor  could 
he  be  satisfied,  if  it  was,  that  it  would  be  reasonable  and 
just  to  continue  it. 

Ur.  N.  laid  he  doubted  whether  any  duty  vai  re- 
quired to  protect  the  domestic  coal  interest,  and  was 
quite  sure  that  so  high  a  rate  of  duty  could  not  be  de> 
manded.  He  did  not  intend  to  go  into  a  full  discussioa 
of  this  question,  but  would  barely  allude  to  some  consid- 
erations which  had  led  him  to  believe  that  tbe  coal  trade 
was  not  an  interest  requiring  protection.  Postil  coal  is  a 
raw  material,  a  mineral  existing  in  the  bowels  of  tbe 
earth  in  a  pure  state,  and  fit  for  use.  It  did  not  have  to 
be  separated  from  other  and  grosser  roaterialsi  it  under- 
went  no  process  of  refining,  or  any  preparation  what- 
ever, to  fit  it  for  use.  It  was  not  the  product  of  human 
skill,  art,  or  industry,  of  any  kindf  it  was  a  valuable  de* 
posite  in  nature's  storehouse,  provided  by  a  kind  Provi* 
dence,  to  supply  the  wants  and  administer  to  the  com* 
forts  of  man.  All  that  remained  to  be  done  was  for 
him  to  put  forth  his  hand  and  remove  it  from  its  bed, 
where  it  had  been  deposited  for  bis  use.  It  was  one 
those  indispensable  necessaries  of  life  which  God  had 
provided  in  a  state  fit  for  use,  leaving  nothing  for  man 
to  do.  The  coal  trade  was  wholly  unlike  those  manu* 
facluring  interests  that  require  a  high  degree  of  skill 
and  experience,  which  can  only  be  acquired  by  a  long 
course  of  practice,  aided  by  mechanical  power  and  b/ 
a  knowledge  of  tbe  conalntction  and  ose  of  complicated 
machinery.  The  protection  to  roanuftctures  is  defend- 
ed mainly  on  the  ground  that  they  cannot,  in  their  inliin* 
cy,  stand  against  foreign  competition,  and  that  protec- 
tion is  necessary  during  the  period  which  is  required  to 
enable  the  home  manufacturer  to  acquire  that  okill  and 
experience  which  exists  in  other  countries.  This  argu- 
ment, which  is  the  strongest  in  support  of  tbe  protec- 
tion of  manufactures,  has  no  application  to  the  coal 
trade.  Another  argument,  scarcely  less  weighty  in  fa- 
vor of  protecting  manufiictures,  is  tbe  necessity  of 
guarding  them  against  the  deprci«ons  and  fluctuations 
of  foreign  markets;  which,  were  it  not  for  protective 
duties,  would  at  such  periods  glut  our  markets  with  for- 
eign goods — imported,  perhaps,  at  a  sacrifice — and 
which  would  be  riiinous  to  our  own  manufactures.  This 
evil  eould  nev»  be  experienced  in  the  eoal  trade,  ss 
the  value  of  foreign  eoal  in  our  market  depeftds  princi- 
pally on  tbe  freight  and  charges  of  importation. 

There  is  another  cogent  reason  why  the  home  eoal 
trade  cannot  require  protection  against  foreiKn  eempe* 
litiont  which  is,  that  it  is  sufBcit^nily  protected  by  tbe 
bulk  and  weight  of  the  article,  tbe  almost  entire  value 
of  which  arises  frdm  the  labor  snd  expense  of  mining 
and  getting  it  to  market.  In  a  business  of  this  descrip- 
tion, it  was  manifest  that  tbe  home  dealer  muat  posseaa 
adtantagea  over  the  foreign  trader,  who  must  be  com* 
pelled  to  pay  much  lar^^r  frei^ta,  insurance,  and 
chaises.  Coal  is  worth,  in  Liverpool,  about  thirteen 
cents  per  bushel,  or  between  three  and  four  dollars  per 
ton,  being  nearly  as  high  as  the  price  at  which  Ameri- 
can coal  ought  to  be  sold  at  tide  water.  Si>me  years 
since,  coal  was  sold  at  Philadelphia  at  (1  75  per  ton, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  eould  be  sold  at  $4,  and  af- 
ford a  fair  remuneration  for  the  labor  and  capital.  It  ia 
valued  at  fifl;|r  cents  in  the  pit,  and  it  costs  fifty  cents 
more  to  mine  it,  leaving  three  dollars  for  transporting  it 
to  tide  water  and  fi<r  prufiis.  If  the  importer  has  to 
pay  fur  coal  nearly  as  much  in  Liverpool  as  it  is  worth 
in  Philadelphia,  how  is  it  possible  that  any  thing  is  to  be 
feared  from  foreign  competition^  1*he  expenses  of  im* 
porting  BO  heavy  and  bulky  an  article  as  coal  most  be 
an  ample  protection  to  tbe  home  trade.  estimated 
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th^  the  exiwme  of  the  import«iion  of  koocU,  indiuUnf 
freight,  commiMiotu,  iMurtncet  and  all  chargea*  togeUi' 
er  with  the  difierence  in  exchange,  araounti  to  at  leaat 
twenty  per  cent.t  and  the  expenaei  of  the  importation 
of  iron  are  aaid  to  be  thirty  per  cent.  It  can  hardly  be 
■uppoaed,  therefore,  that  coal  can  be  imported  at  leaa 
than  fifty  per  cent.  (  and  he  believed  that  one  hundred 
would  probably  be  found  nearer  the  truth.  Without  go- 
ing  into  other  conaiderationi,  Mr.  N.  aaid  he  thought  it 
was  elear  ibat  the  domeatic  coal  trade  wai  not  eipoaed  to 
cuSer  from  foreign  nompetition,  even  if  the  entire  duty 
were  repealed.  And  if  thia  were  the  caae,  then  the  only 
effect  of  the  duly  was  to  raise  the  price  of  the  American 
coal  aomething  like  two  dollars  per  ton  above  its  minimum 
value.  This  must  be  the  effect  of  the  duty  on  foreign 
coal,  unleas  there  is  sufficient  domestic  competition  to 
keep  down  the  price,  without  the  aid  of  the  foreign 
trade,  which  he  did  not  believe  was  the  case. 

Hr.  N.  said  that  he  bad  thrown  out  some  suggestions, 
intended  to  show  that  the  coal  duty  was  not  required  for 
the  protection  of  the  home  tradet  but,  even  if  be  wm 
incorrect  in  this,  he  believed  that  there  were  objections 
to  this  duty  so  serious  and  weighty  that,  in  any  view 
which  can  be  taken  of  the  subject,  a  high  rate  of  duty 
could  not  be  defended  as  consistent  with  the  principles 
of  justice  or  humanity.  He  would  barely  allude  to  some 
of  these  objections: 

"^e  duty  on  foreign  coal  is  neceasarily  a  partial  tax; 
and,  as  it  operates  unequally  and  partially,  it  is  unjnat. 
'Me  duty  on  foreign  coal  lenda  to  raise  the  price  or  the 
domestic  artiolei  ao  far  as  they  oomc  in  competition  with 
each  other,  and  no  ftrther.  This  competition  is  wholly 
confined  lo  the  dties  and  towns  on  the  Atlantic  border. 
Imported  coal  never  has  been,  and  never  can  be,  con- 
veyed west  of  the  mountains,  or  any  considerable  dis- 
tance into  the  interior.  That  section  of  the  Union  has 
an  inexhaustible  aupply  of  native  coal,  abounding  in  all 
directions,  so  that  foreign  cml*  if  there  were  no  duty, 
could  never  interfere.  It  is  only  the  iohabitanis  on  the 
seaboard  who  have  any  interest  in  this  questtonj  and  the 
tax,  both  on  the  foreign  and  domestic  article,  is  paid  by 
them  alone.  This  tsx,  therefore,  is  too  limited  and  par- 
tial in  its  operation  tobe^ust. 

Another  and  more  sernms  objection  to  the  coal  duty 
is,  that  it  is  a  tax  on  one  of  the  prime  neceasaries  far  up- 
holding life,  and  is  extremely  burdenaome  and  opprea- 
aive  to  the  poor.  In  a  country  where  the  winters  are  so 
long  and  sevrre  as  in  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  file)  is  one  of  the  first  necessaries  of  life. 
Uurii^  the  last  year,  not  less  than  nine  month*  a  fire 
was  required  for  comfort,  and  at  all  times  ia  indispen- 
sable for  cooking  and  family  purposes.  Coal  is  the 
cliespest  kind  of  fueli  and  a  lax  on  it  ia  peculiarly  bur- 
densome to  the  poorer  claaies>  espcdally  in  oar  cities. 
Next  to  rent,  fuel  is  one  of  the  most  expensive  articles; 
the  very  poorest  families  cannot  get  along  with  less  ttwn 
three  tons  of  coal  yearly.  Cnnsidering  the  tax  u  two 
dollars  per  ton,  it  will  amount  to  six  dollars  per  annum 
to  the  poorest  famitiea.  1'hia  would  be  a  heavy  taxt  but 
it  is  not  all  nor  the  worat  of  the  case.  They  are  subject- 
ed to  a  still  more  oppressive  lax,  by  the  second-hand 
holders  and  regrater*,  as  the  gentleman  from  Uisaouri 
[Ur.  BaxTon]  called  them  the  other  day,  in  speaking 
againkt  the  salt  duty.  He  exfiosed  the  foul  practices  and 
oppressions  of  the  regralen,  in  relation  to  the  article  of 
common  ssit,  in  the  moil  eloquent  and  forcible  msnner. 

Mr.  N.  said  that  he  really  wished  he  could  ha\e  the 
benefit  of  the  talents  and  influence  of  that  Senator  on 
this  question.  In  bis  speech  against  the  salt  tax,  it  ap. 
pearcd  lo  bim  the  gentleman  wai  actually  inspiredj  his 
eloquence  was  too  fervid  and  sublime  to  be  confined  to 
the  sober  alyle  of  proaet  it  broke  directly  into  the  more 
elevated  and  pathetic  strains  of  poetry.   He  (Hr.  N.) 


coneurredio  most  that  the  Senatmsaid  on  thatqa» 
itonj  yet  still  he  believed  that  moat  of  bis  remarks  wtM 
apply  with  more  force,  juatioe,  and  truth,  to  the  oatna 
tax  on  fuel.  Salt,  it  is  true,  is  one  of  the  firat  necci- 
series  ot  life,  more  universal  io  its  use  than  coal  or  (sd 
of  any  kind,  as  it  is  required  fur  the  subaisteDCe  of  beuti 
as  well  as  man.  But  the  amount  of  the  Isx,  ttpteaSf 
that  paid  by  the  poorer  classes,  wss  liifiing  coapaid 
with  the  tax  ihey  pay  upon  fuel.  The  claai  of  faailiei 
to  whom  be  bad  refiirred  as  consuming  three  Isat  if 
ooal  would  not  use  probably  three  btiMiels  of  a 
yeart  so  that  tbey  would  pay  a  salt  tax  of  Ibiriy  <cat% 
and  a  fuel  tax  of  six  dollars. 

What  the  honorable  Senator  had  said  of  the  pnctioci 
of  the  regraters  in  the  aalt  trade  would  apply  viibsute 
force  to  the  regraters  in  the  coal  trade.  And  bov  br 
these  practices  were  sustained  and  kept  up  by  theduir, 
might  be  a  queationi  but  he  verily  believed  that  if  ih* 
duty  was  repealed,  and  fore^n  competition  let  io,  tte 
extortionary  and  oppreasive  measures  of  the  rtgraten 
would  be  at  an  end,  or  their  enormKy  very  muob  diwa- 
ished.  The  selfishness  and  rapacity  of  aecood-bsad  deal- 
ers and  regraters  in  the  coal  btisinesa  were  greal^  fa- 
vored by  the  condition  of  the  trade:  anthrscile 
which  was  the  kind  used  in  the  Northera  cities,  caaie  al- 
moatentirely  from  Philadelphia,  an  inland  port,  wbicheit 
closed  nearly  three  months  in  the  year,  snd  duriif  lU 
period  when  the  demand  for  fuel  was  moat  fnmufi 
the  duty  excluded  fiireign  coal,  and  the  ioe  shut  oat  iqr 
additkmat  supply  firmn  Philadelphia  at  the  seltiag  ia  if 
winter.  This  gave  the  boldera  the  control  of  tba  imi- 
ket,  who  have  mrthing  more  to  do  but  to  conlwie,  lo  cs- 
able  them  to  regulate  the  price  at  ibdr  pleasure.  Tbii 
they  have  done  the  laat  three  yean,  in  all  the  cities  aof* 
of  Philadelphia.  During  the  laat  long  and  seven  via* 
ter,  these  merciless  regraters  in  New  York,  as  be  *■ 
credibly  Informed,  held  their  regular  meetings,  at  ew* 
they  consulted  the  thermometer,  and  the  eapadty  «  ^ 
citiiens  to  endure  frcesing.  Aa  the  cold  increaiod,  ass 
Ihe.sufferings  of  the  poor  became  more  inlCMr,tbqr 
raised  the  price  of  coal  from  week  to  week,  sad  evea 
from  day  to  day.  So  complete  was  tbta  *y*'*"'[^ 
preasion,  that  the  price  of  fuel  formed  asnletooeler. 
mine  the  continuance  and  degree  of  the  ctdd.  The  re- 
auUof  this  systekn  was,  that  coal  which  vu|"?^ 
worth  aeven  dolhrs  per  ton  when  the  navigatieadMoo, 
was  raised  to  sixteen  dolbrs  per  ton.  The  nneiingi 
of  the  poor,  under  such  a  state  uf  things  w(ht  be  csa- 
ceived,  but  could  not  be  det-cribed. 

But  (said  Mr.  N.)  he  would  iiy  no  means  sweKIW 
these  regraters  in  coal  were  sinners  above  all 
the  evil,  great  as  it  was,  ought  to  be  ascribed  to 
ditionof  the  coal  trade.  The  reUil  dealetshadmlr 
done  what  neuly  all  men  will  doi  tbey  bad  only  too 
advantage  of  cironmstaneea  toobtaUi  the  bigkettpM* 
for  iheir  eommodily.  This,  however  unjuat  aadopf^ 
sive  in  many  cases,  ia  what  the  cupidity  of  ibe  baM 
heart  will  lead  most  men  to  do.  It  is  the  embsinMM 
state  of  the  trade,  the  obstruction  of  the  bone  trade,  art 
the  exclusion  uf  foreign  competition,  which  bae  sees- 
sioned  these  results— which  has  led  topracticaieoP' 
pressive,  cruel,  and  inhuman  to  the  poor.  •jj 
contemplate  evils  like  tbeae,  and  sufferii^  Mch  ■  k 
bad  feebly  attempted  to  deaeribe,  and  bclievisgjv 
they  are  in  any  degree  the  result  of  our  kgialatioo,  «^ 
out  feeling  an  emotion  of  indignation  spri^^sing  ip  ■ 
heart?  ■  _^ 

There  is  (said  Mr.  N.)  another  cause  that  has  cwJJ 
uied  to  the  evila  inihe  coal  trade,  which  he  ■><>*'' 
tempted  to  point  out,  and  which,  in  bia  <>P^'"''SVLf 
Buffieient  reason  agunst  continuing  a  high 
on  foreign  coal,  were  there  no  /ither.  He  aUadcdiaw 
futtluttbecoaltrtdftiiMeiktlliilnil^ 
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panlf  1^  and  to  all  Intents  and  porpoaes  was  a  monopoly  in 
fcet.  Whether  a  monopoly  is  created  by  lef^l  emct- 
mental  or  arises  from  other  catiaea,  it  in  not  the  lens  a 
nenopdy,  nor  tlie  less  subject  to  the  evils  which  attend 
mil  monc^lies.  It  is  a  well-known  faet  that  the  coal 
business  is  in  the  bands  of  t  ve'ry  few  large  companies, 
who  manaf^  tt  in  Ibeir  own  way,  and,  as  they  beltoTe, 
for  their  own  interest.  One  variety  of  onal  (that  called 
Laekawana)  was  got  to  market  by  one  coaipany  only. 
How  many  companies  were  concerned  in  all  tie  could 
not  say,  bat  there  were  but  few.  The  coal  lands  bad 
been  bought  op  by  these  monopolising  companies,  who 
bed  constmcted  canals  and  railroads  into  thecoal  region, 
of  which  they  had  an  exclusive  controt(  and  by  these 
mean*  they  had  obtained  a  complete  and  entire  monopo- 
ly of  the  basinets.  They  have  attempted  to  regulate 
the  supply  according  to  their  estimate  of  (be  demand, 
and  with  a  view  to  keep  up  the  price.  It  will  be  Tound, 
by  examining  the  atatementa  in  the  remonstrance  tbey 
Inve  sent  here,  that  when  an  ununial  quantity  of  coal, 
brmight  to  murkel,  has  remained  over  the  year  unsold, 
there  has  been  a  eomspondtng  reduction  in  the  supply 
got  lo  market  the  following  year.  This  factalone  proves 
that  the  coal  business  is  in  so  few  hands,  that  those  who 
supply  the  market  can  regulate  the  quantity  according 
to  their  pleasure  and  their  estimate  of  the  -demand.  It 
is  also  a  remarkable  fact,  and  inconsistent  with  what  is 
ftwmd  to  be  true  in  almost  every  kind  of  business,  that 
whilst  the  demand  for  coal  has  been  rapidly  increaung, 
the  price  for  several  years  has  been  advancing.  This 
abow*  that  there  is  something  wrongt  for  an  increased 
demand,  which  is  calculated  to  give  stability  and  activity 
to  bu9ines<>,  is  usually  and  naturally  attended  with  a  re- 
dueAon  of  prices.  It  lias  been  so  in  every  department 
of  the  manufacturing  business.  The  piice  of  coal  in 
Philadelphia,  from  1830  to  1838,  was  from  $7  to  |8 
a  tont  from  1838  to  1832,  it  was  $6  to  ^  SO  per 
ton]  during  the  years  1834  and  1835,  it  vu  from  04  75 
to  95  35  per  ton;  and  during  the  year  1836,  and  the 
present  year,  coal  has  sold  in  Philadelphia  at  from  $6  lo 
•9  50  per  Ion.  Fur  two  years,  those  of  1834  and  1835, 
ibe  price  of  coal  was  reduced;  but  even  then  the  re- 
graters  managed  to  raise  the  price  enormously  high, 
during  th^  winter,  in  the  cities  north  of  Philadelphia. 

Bir,  said  Mr.  N.,  it  deserves  our  serious  consideration 
wbe^er  there  is  not  aomething  wrong,  radically  wrong, 
hi  our  whole  revenue  ayatem.  On  what  articles  and  on 
what  portion  of  our  population  ia  the  burden  of  taxes 
thrown^  Look  into  your  statute  book,  and  see  the  long 
list  of  free  articles!  Yau  will  find  among  them  tea,  cof- 
fee, fruits,  silks,  linens,  worsted  stuff  goods,  and  many 
others,  which,  if  not,  strictly  spesking,  luxuries,  are  ar- 
tides  most  of  which  are  consumed  by  the  more  wealthy 
classes.  The  bill  now  before  us  reduces  the  duly  on 
wine  to  a  mere  nominal  rate,  the  highest  duty  being  but 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  gallon,  and  the  lowest  only 
three  fourths  of  a  cent.  Is  it  the  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  throw  the  whole  burden  of  taxation  on  the  ne- 
cestarieaof  life?  If  it  is,  and  ifthis  ia  a  consequence  of 
the  protcolive  principle,  it  deserves  very  serious-consid- 
eration how  hr  that  principle,  in  itsapplication,  requires 
to  be  modified  and  restricted.  He  could  not  approve  of 
that  policy  which  throws  the  vhde  burden  of  taxation 
on  the  neoeiiariei  of  life.  It  is  unsound  in  theory,  un- 
juat  and  oppresuve  in  practice.  The  wtMlom  and  juntice 
of  all  laws  must  be  fletermined  by  their  practical  opera- 
tion. Is  there  not  great  injustice  in  the  opersliun  of  pur 
revenue  laws?  Let  any  one  during  the  late  severe  win- 
ter have  visited  one  of^  our  large  cities,  say  New  Vorki 
let  him  have  entered  the  mansions  of  some  of  the  weahhy 
cliizeiis,  the  bankers  and  brokers  of  Wall  street,  who 
•mass  Uicir  thousands  and  ten  thousands  in  a  day,  and 
live  in  the  magnificent  sty  le  of  prini»si  let  him  have  wU* 
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nessed  their  splendid  roomx,  their  superb  and  costly  fur- 
niture, perhaps  imported  from  London  or  Paris — sofas, 
oitomans,  mirnirs,  carpels,  all  of  the  most  expensive 
kind — and  if  he  dined  with  them  he  would  have  seen 
the  "purple  and  fine  linen"  in  which  their  families  are  ar* 
rayed,  the  plate  and  rich'  furniture  of  their  tables,  and 
have  tasted  of  their  sherry  and  champagne.  AfVer  wit> 
nessing  all  this,  let  him  have  inquired  what  was  the 
amount  of  taxes  which  this  wealthy  citizen  paid  to  his 
Government  for  all  the  princely  exhibition  of  magnifi' 
cence  he  had  seen,  designed  tu  display  his  wealth  or 
eratify  his  pride.  He  would  find  that  the  taxes  on  all 
he  had  aeen  were  nothing,  or  next  to  nothing. 

But  let  the  same  individual,  on  leaving  these  scenes  of 
luxury,  visit  the  cellars  and  garrela  of  the  poor,  see  their 
half-clothed  and  half-fed  families,  shivering  around  an 
old  stove,  warmed  by  a  handful  of  coals,  which  have 
been  purchased  at  a  price  one  hundred  per  cent,  high- 
er than  that  paid  by  the  wealthy  citizen,  and  on  which 
he  has  paid  a  tax  of  fifiy  per  cent.,  and  whatever  else 
he  found  in  these  wretched  abodes  of  the  poor,  he  will 
learn  that  U  has  all  been  heavily  taxed*  because  it  belongs 
lo  the  necessaries  of  life.  Such  is  the  operation  of  our 
revenue  laws. 

Mr.  N.  saidlie  was  aware  that  the  proposed  reduction 
oF  the  duty  on  coal  waa  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  the  act  uf  1833,  commonly  called  the  compromiae  act. 
It  might,  therefore,  be  proper  for  him  to  say  a  few  words 
on  tlutt  subjectt  and  he  waa  the  more  inclined  to  do  lo^ 
from  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator  fcom  fioulh 
Carolina,  [Ur.CALHovK,]  whudectared,  that  if  gentlemen 
from  the  manufacturing  States  remained  silent,  after  the 
explanation  he  had  given  of  his  own  course  in  relation  to 
that  act,  he  should  consider  them  as  bound  lo  respect  it, 
and  to  adhere  to  and  cat  ry  out  its  provisions  in  good  faith. 
Several  eentlcmen  had  expressed  their  opinions  of  the 
act  of  1833,  and  he  did  not  exactly  concur  with  any  of 
iberoi  his  own  opinion  was  of  no  Importance,  except  to 
bis  own  cohstituentat  yet,  as  representing  a  manufaettuw 
ing  State,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Comroitlee  on  Manu- 
factures, it  mi^ht  be  proper  for  him  to  express  his  sen- 
limenta  in  relation  to  that  law.  His  State  was  as  exten* 
sively  interested  in  manufactures  as  any  in  the  Union, 
with  perliaps  two  exceptions,  and  he  was  not  sure  that  it 
was  behind  Massachusetts  or  Rhode  Island.  It  had  no 
large  manufacturing  towns,  no  Wares  or  Lowells,  for  the 
reason,  he  supposed,  tbitt  it  had  no  Buston,  no  large 
commercial  town,  where  the  great  capitals  accumulated 
from  commerce  hadBoughtemployment  in  manufactures. 
He  would  not  s^y  that  he  rejoiced  that  his  Stale  had 
neither  Lowells  nor  Bostons,  but  he  would  say  that  he 
preferred  the  manufucturing  interests  as  they  existed  in 
his  own  State,  consisting  uf  small  establishments,  with 
moderate  capitals,  carried  on  by  private  companies  and 
individual  enterprise,  spread  all  over  the  State,  in  almost 
every  town  and  village,  and  embracing  every  depart* 
ment  of  manufacturing  industry,  and  every  description 
of  mechanical  emplo>ment.  He  much  preferred  this 
state  of  business  to  large  e&tablishmenta  in  the  hands  of 
weallhy  corporations,  which  erected  and  owned  entire 
villages.  It  was  indiv-dual  interests  and  personal  righti 
which  be  regarded  as  the  highest  duty  of  Government  lo 
cherish  and  sustain. 

In  respect  to  the  act  of  1833,  the  Senator  from  Kentuc- 
ky and  some  others  considered  it  as  a  compromise  of  the 
interests  of  the  tariff  and  anti-tarifTStateaiand  that  it  pos- 
sessed the  binding  force  of  an  actual  compac,  the  nation- 
al failh  being  pledged  to  maintain  it.  Other  Senators 
considered  that  Uw  as  having  nu  higher  character,  and  as 
entitled  to  no  more  respect,  than  any  ordinary  act  of 
legislation. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  did  not  concur  tn^her  of  these  opin> 
iuns.   Cuniidering  the  »"^ael!|!^|jy^fe9@©Q«l'@th  that 
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act  wu  pasted,  thr  pledf;ei  upon  the  hcc  of  it,  the  «c- 
quietct-ncc  of  the  nulion  in  it,  and  the  impression  which 
bat  prevailed  very  extensively,  although  by  no  means 
univerfRlly,  that  it  had  adjusted  and  settled  the  tariflP 
question  for  ten  year*,  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  just 
or  reasonable  to  regard  that  ut  as  entitled  to  no  more 
respect  than  an  ordinary  law  of  Congress.  If  the  law 
itscir  was  entitled  to  no  ntore  regaid,  aoffirtliing  at  least 
,  was  due  io  public  opinion^  which  had  assigned  to  it  a 
higher  character.  So  far  as  that  set  has  been  consider- 
ed BS  having  settled  the  IsrifT  question  fur  ten  years,  to 
the  same  exteM  individual  -interests  may  have  been  in- 
fluenced and  rcgulilcd  by  it,  aa  a  supposed  compromiae 
which  was  not  to  be  disturbt'd. 

Mr.  N.  said  that  he  would  respect  and  maintain  the 
object  and  the  general  principles  of  tliat  act,  but  he 
could  go  no  further.  He  could  not  regard  it  in  the  light 
of  a  compact,  which  was  binding  on  Congress  or  the 
country,  according  to  its  precise  terms,  and  in  the  same 
lense  tiMt  a  contract  is  binding.  Are  gentlemen  aware 
of  the  conaequencca  of  assuming  the  position  that  the 
act  of  1833  is  to  have  the  binding  force  of  aconirsetf 
The  provisions  of  ihe  act  are  not  limited  in  their  operation 
to  the  year  1843;  but  some  of  ihem  are  to  take  effect 
after  that  time  only,  and  are  unlimited.  Tf  ihey  cannot 
be  disturbed  or  interfered  with,  then  a  law  of  Congress 
will  have  all  the  operation  and  effect  of  an  amendment 
of  the  eonatilution,  circumscribing  within  narrow  limits 
the  powcri  of  this  Guvcrnment,  on  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant aubjeola  of  legislation;  one  which,  perhaps  more 
than  any  other,  will  require  the  frequent  action  of  the 
legislative  authority. 

By  the  provisions  of  that  act,  after  1842,  no  higher 
rate  of  duties  than  20  per  cent,  can  be  imposed  on  im- 
ports, under  any  circunslancest  it  also  provides  that  a)t 
crediti  are  to  be  abolished,  and  all  duties  lo  be  paid  in 
fiasb,  and  the  valuation  is  to  be  according  tu  the  price  at 
the  port  of  entry.  The  act  also  aprcifies  a  list  of  articles 
«hieh  are  to  be  imported  free  ^if  duty,  after  1843|  and 
which,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  law,  can  never  be 
aubject  to  a  duty.  1'hese  are  important  principles,  which 
take  away  a  large  sljare  of  the  power  of  Congress  over 
the  subject  of  raising  a  revenue  by  duties  on  imports. 
Some  of  these  principles  may  be  found  inconwstenl  with 
the  intereatiorthe«ouniry  or  thoae  of  his  own  consiitu- 
cntti  and  if  ao,  he  ^ould  not  consider  himself  bound  by 
them.  And  it  would  not  be  consistent  with  his  ideas  of 
justice  to  take  Ihe  advantages  of  the  act,  so  far  ss  it  op- 
erates to  keep  on  the  high  rates  of  duties,  and  deny  its 
force  afterwards.  He  could  not  regard  the  act  as  a  com- 
pact above  the  reach  of  legislation  fur  ten  years,  and 
then  deny  its  binding  force  iift«rwarda.  Itut  he  would 
respect  the  general  object  of  the  law,  and  the  leading 
principles  of  it,  intended  to  it-cure  thut  object.  What 
was  the  great  object  of  that  act,  and  the  general  principle 
of  the  adjustment  of  the  tariff  controversy It  was,  that  the 
high  rates  of  duties  were  to  be  gradually  reduced  down 
to  a  certain  point.  This  was  the  substance  of  the  ad- 
justment, and  the  rest  is  matter  of  detail,  and  of  minor 
importance.  To  reduce  (he  high  dutiea  at  once,  or  very 
rapidly,  would  be  a  viulaliun  of  ibe  general  principle  of 
thatactt  but  to  increase  the  scale  of  reduction,  or  to  re- 
duce or  repeal  Ihe  duty  on  particular  articles,  which  may 
not  need  protection,  and  where  the  duties  operate  un- 
justly or  oppressively,  would  only  interfere  with  its  de- 
tsils.  This  be  believi-d  to  be  the  case  of  ihe  duly  on 
coal  and  other  necessaries.  H  s  own  opinion  was,  that 
the  belter  course  would  hitve  been  to  have  increased  the 
reduction  of  all  the  high  duties,  upon  some  general  and 
uniform  principle.  Under  the  act  of  18S3,  only  one 
tenth  of  the  excess  above  twenty  per  cent,  is  to  be  taken 
off  biennisllyt  which  was  a  very  slow  reduction,  amount- 
ing to  baldly  one  million  of  dollars  on  the  whole  revenue 


every  second  year,  or  half  a  million  annually.  A  uuh 
more  rapid  reduction  than  this  might  be  made  vitbout 
injury  to  any  interest.  He  could  not  believe  Vhil  tbm 
was  any  manufacturing  interest,  or  any  other  interest,  Am 
required  the  protection  df  a  duty  of  fifty  or  sixty  per 
cent,  at  this  time,  which  could  be  auslained  by  adu^af 
twenty  per  cent,  after  tlie  year  1843.  The  duty  vis 
either  higher  than  was  required  now,  or  it  wouM  be 
found  insufficient  then.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  redactioo 
now,  it  being  an  object  to  avoid  a  surplus  revenue;  sad 
should  it  be  found  in  1843  that  twenty  per  cenU  dulf 
was  not  sufficient  (oBustain  the  woollen,  orsny  oiberisi-  , 
portant  manulscturiff  interest,  be  should  not  feel  binitlf 
rettrained  by  the  act  of  1833  from  ad  locating  a  bifhrr 
rate  of  duty.  He  regarded  it  as  one  of  the  highest  ob* 
ligations  of  the  Government  to  sustain  and  protect  ill 
the  important  interests  of  the  country,  so  far  u  it  eaaU 
be  done  by  a  w»e  and  discreet  adjustment  of  the  rew- 
nue,  and  •  proper  discrimination,  calculated  to  favor  (be 
intereata  and  industry  of  our  own  eountry. 

Mr.  N.  said  thar,  ehould  the  amendment  be  adopted, 
he  felt  confident  it  would  not  affect  injuriously  the  ecal 
trade  of  Pennsylvania;  ita  only  tendency  would  be  to  re> 
docethe  price  of  coal  to  something  nearer  its  fiurBini' 
mum  value  at  tide  water,  and  in  some  degree  to  checlt 
and  counteract  the  evil  practices  of  the  monopolizersssd 
regratera  in  our  cities. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  would  not  impose  vpoB 
himself  (he  task  of  following  the  Senator  from  CoDM& 
ticut  [Mr.  NiLXs]  throughout  his  srguiBent.  If  he  veit 
to  pursue  this  course,  we  should  not  close  our  coDteit 
even  at  the  rtwng  of  the  stars,  which  was  tlie  tine  ip- 
pointed  for  the  terminstion  of  (he  anmeot  trials  by  ■»(• 
tie.  He  should  therefore  content  himself  with  iOM 
general  observaliona  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  B.  congratulated  the  Senator  from  Connectieot 
upon  his  rapid  advance  towards  (be  true  doctriae  apoa 
this  quealimi.  Some  w«ekt  ago  that  Senator,  Mcbw- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  bad  reptftrdi 
bill  to  repeal  altogether  the  dutiea  upon  the  importstiea 
of  foreign  coal.  After  reflection,  be  now  merely  P»* 
poaed  to  hasten,  by  a  few  years,  Ihe  operation  of  tbe 
compromise  set  in  relstion  to  this  erticle,  by  redacipg 
the  duty  to  one  dollar  per  ton  after  September  Dext, 
and  to  sixty  cents  per  ton  after  September,  IA38. 
Judging  from  this  rapid  change  in  bia  opinioii,  B* 
had  good  reason  to  hope  that  if  (he  Senator  coald  have 
a  few  weeks  longer  for  further  reSeotion,  be  wouU 
acknowledge  himself  to  be  wronf,  and  permit  there- 
duction  of  this  duty  to  keep  pact  with  the  redocliMtoi 
duties  upon  other  protected  articlea.  It  wssnow,  uwiw 
his  proposed  amendment,  only  a  question  of  two  « 
three  years,  sooner  or  later;  but  it  wai  one  ■■'*|'^ 
the  important  principle  whether  tbia  great  ■ii|»>.*J 
Pennsylvania  was  entitled  to  Ihe  aaae  protcctiw  «!<■ 
other  articlea  of  domestic  production. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  undertake  (o  demonstrate  tMt 
coal  was  an  article  as  clearly  embraced,  both  by  tbe 
letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  compromise  act  of  l833i  u 
the  woollen  manufactures  of  Connecticut,  or  any  otbir 
domestic  fabric.  Here  he  would  take  occisioi  to  «•« 
some  general  suggealtons  in  relation  tothissct.  ae 
bad  stated,  on  a  former  occasion,  that  when  ibis  billW 
passed  he  was  in  a  foreign  land.  When  be  received  t>( 
information  of  its  passsfte,  and  that  it  had  caused  all  tbi 
angry  elements  of  political  strife  to  subside,  and  pn^ 
duced  peace  and  iranquilliiy  at  home,  he 
news  with  more  heartfelt  joy  than  any  other  P"*^ 
event  which  be  had  ever  heard.  He  did  not  thei*** 
to  examine  its  provinons.  Ha  wu  surrounded  l>7F^ 
soni  who  were  predicting  that  our  Union  wu  M  ** 
point  of  disfolulioa.  The  tone/)f  nurjpublie  papm* 
well  aithcdebatei  feg(iiM»B?«bl@®g4«.W»* 
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WtoK  to  believe,  who  did  not  undentind  ttie  recupera- 
Ihre  energies  of  our  conititution,  thit  we  were  on  the 
very  eve  of  sepamtion.  The  passage  of  the  compromise 
bill  dissipated  (hit  illusion  throughout  Europe.  Upon 
subsequent  reflection,  he  could  not  say  whether,  bal- 
wictng  the  difficuUies  which  turrountled  the  (juestitM), 
he  would  or  be  would  not  have  voted  for  this  meuare, 
had  he  tben  been  a  member  of  tlie  Senate. 

But  this  bill  hftd  rrceivrd  the  sanction  of  all  (he  com- 
fMtent  authorities  of  Ibe  country.  It  was  now  the  law 
of  the  land.  It  was  the  price  which  we  had  paid  for 
domestic  peace  and  tranquillity.  It  was  the  act  which 
restored  harmony  to  the  Union,  Under  these  circum- 
■taneea,  he  could  not  consider  it  as  a  mere  ordinary  act 
oi  legislation.  It  is  true  we  might  repeal  it;  yet  he 
Uiou^t  there  was  i  moral  obligation  imposed  upon  us 
to  give  it  a  fair  trial.  From  the  rrcent  debates  and  pro- 
ceedings in  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and  from 
Iris  own  knowledge  of  the  senlimenta  of  the  people  of 
that  State,  he  believed  that,  in  expressing  this  opinion, 
he  was  speaking  the  voice  ofa  Urge  majority  upon  that 
•ubjectt  notwithstanding  many  might  suppose  lhat  this 
wt  would  not  yield  sufficient  protection  to  tome 
branches  of  our  manu&ctures. 

What  was  the  nature  of  this  compromised  He  would 
shite  it  br{efly.  It  provided  fur  a  gradual  reduction  of 
the  tben  existing  duties  on  protected  articles,  until  they 
riiould  nnk  to  twenty  per  cent,  on  the  30:h  June,  1842( 
and  afur  that  period  this  amount  of  protection  would  be 
secured  to  the  agricultural,  manufacturing,  and  mining 
pToduetioBi  of  the  country.  The  credits  for  duties, 
which  were  now  extended  to  importers,  would  tben  be 
ab<Dlishcd,  and  Oiey  must  be  paid  in  ready  money.  This 
would  be  an  important  advantage  to  our  domestic  in< 
dustry  t  as  it  was  notorioua  that,  at  the  present  time,  im- 
porters of  foreign  merchandise  converted  the  credits 
which  they  received  from  the  Oavernment  into  so  much 
active  capital,  to  be  employed  in  making  further  impcv- 
talions.  Besides*  the  compromise  law  provides  that, 
after  June,  1843(  the  duties  shall  be  assessed  on  the  val- 
ue of  the  goods  at  the  pm  of  entry  in  this  country,  and 
not,  as  at  present,  on  their  value  at  the  foreign  port  from 
wbenre  they  are  exported.  It  also  enacts  that  a  number 
of  anicles  essential  to  our  manufaolures,  and  which  can- 
not come  into  competition  with  any  of  tbem,  shall  tben 
be  admitted  free  of  duty. 

Ilr.  B.  would  feel  more  confidence  that  this  duty  of 
twenty  per  cent.,  with  the  other  adrantagea  secured  to 
our  domestic  industiy  by  this  act,  would  be  anffieient  to 
sDstftin  our  manufactures  after  the  yrarI842,  if  it  were 
not  (nr  one  counterffcting  cause.  He  referred  to  the 
rapidly  increasing  amount  of  our  papercurrency.  Should 
it  become  much  more  depreciated  than  it  was  at  present, 
our  manuraetures  would  be  in  great  danger.  It  was  im- 
possible that  Ibe  manufactures  of  any  country,  where  the 
currency  was  grestlj  depreciated,  could  sustain  a  com- 
petition with  those  of  another  country  possessing  any 
thing  fike  equal  advantage*,  where  the  currency  was 
in  ■  sound  and  heahhy  condition,  without  an  amount 
of  proleclion  which  the  American  people  would 
never  ssnction.  it  'was  fortonate  for  us  that,  at  the 
|>resent  moment,  the  currency  of  Kngland  was  not  tn 
a  bettrr  condition  than  our  own.  For  his  own  part, 
he  ahould  ipve  no  vote  at  the  present  time  which  might 
Mnd  to  disturb  tb'w  eompromwe.  la  this  respect  he 
would  follow  what  he  believed  to  be  public  opinion  in 
(he  State  which  he  had  in  part  the  honor  to  represent. 

Wsseoal  a  profected  article  which  had  been  embraced 
by  the  compromise  act }  The  whole  argument  contained 
in  the  Senator's  report  from  the  Commiitee  on  Manu- 
botures  rests  upon  the  principle  that  it  was  not.  He 
aHeges  that  the  duty  collected  upon  its  importation  had 
&lirs/8baen  merely  for  the  purpose  of  rcrenuci  and  he 


assumes  the  fact  that  although  the  tariff*  of  Hay,  1634, 
had  raised  this  duly  from  5  to  6  cents  per  heaped  bush- 
el, there  was  no  intention,  by  this  increase,  to  afford 
protection  to  the  domestic  article.  For  this  reason,  he 
contends  lhat  it  is  not  within  tbe  spirit  and  meaning  of 
the  compromise  Mi(  that  it  is  not  one  of  the  great  inters 
eits  intended  t»  be  protected  by  iti  and  lhat  the  ques^ 
tlon  is  left  as  entirely  open  as  if  we  were  now,  for  the 
first  time,  about  to  determine  whether  we  should  im- 
pose a  duly  on  the  importation  of  foreign  coal.  This 
was  the  scope  of  the  argument  contained  in  the  repoi^t 

Hr.  U.  must  be  permitted  to  say  thai  the  Senator  bad 
entirely  mistaken  the  fact  upon  which  his  whole  argu- 
ment was  founded.  He  believed  he  personally  knev  as 
much  concerning  the  origin  and  prepress  of  the  tariff  of 
1834  as  any  man  living,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  him- 
self  [Mr.  Clat]  not  excepted.  "All  which  he  saw, 
and  part  of  which  he  was."  The  gentleman  who  re- 
ported and  carried  that  measure  through  the  House,  the 
late  Judge  Tod,  was  his  colleague  from  Pennsylvania, 
with  whom,  during  the  whole  progress  of  the  bill,  be 
bad  been  in  constant  and  daily  hAbitt  of  intimacy.  That 
gentleman  would  have  been  uithless  to  his  high  trust  if, 
in  the  general  protection  afforded  to  all  the  great  inter- 
ests of  tbe  country  by  that  bill,  he  had  neglected  an  in- 
terest which  was  then  attracting  great  attention  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  enlisting  public  feeling  strong, 
ly  in  its  favor.  His  memory  was  nut  jtiotly  liable  to  any 
such  imputation.    Mr.  B.  knew  the  fuct. 

It  wa«  true  that  in  1833,  the  year  previous  to  tbe  pa*, 
ssge  of  this  law,  only  sis  thousand  tons  of  coal  bad  been 
carried  to  marhet  in  Philadelphia;  but  the  coil  r^ion 
had  been  explored,  and  it  had  been  ascertained  that  a 
large  portion  of  our  mountainous  territory  was  filled 
with  this  precious  mineral.  Without  protection,  there 
could  not  have  been  suRicient  capital  invested  to  extract 
it  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  transport  it  to  mar- 
ket. A  duty  of  six  cents  per  bushel  was  therefore  in- 
serted in  the  or'ginal  draught  of  tbe  bilh  and,  according 
to  his  best  recollection,  no  voice  hsd  been  rsised  sgainat 
this  provision.  What,  then,  had  become  of  the  comer- 
stone  of  the  Senator's  aigumeni? 

Tb.?  Senator  says  this  was  a  mere  revenue  duty.  How 
bad  he  attempted  to  prove  his  position^  Only  by  eon- 
tending  that  such  ought  to  have  been  the  case.  On  the 
same  principle,  and  by  arguments  equally  conclunve,  he ' 
might  withdraw  the  protection  now  afforded  by  our  hws 
from  any  other  article  uf  domestic  production.  In  the 
whole  range  of  these  anicles,  there  was  scarcely  one 
better  entitled  to  the  fostering  care  of  the  Government, 
upon  the  acknowledged  principles  of  the  tariff  policy, 
than  the  article  of  coal. 

In  selecting  objects  supereminently  entitled  to  pro- 
tection, two  questions  had  always  been  asked :  Were  they 
necessaries  of  life?  And  if  so,  was  there  a  &ir  pros- 
pect that,  by  sffording  protection  to  them  for  a  limited 
period,  they  would-  afterwards  be  able  to  protect  them' 
selves  without  burdening  the  community?  Let  as  test 
the  article  of  coal  by  these  principles.  It  would  be  vain 
to  waste  arguments  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  coal 
is  one  of  the  necessaries  of  lifi-.  Our  forests  are  rapidly 
diuppearing  with  the  progress  of  improvement.  This 
is  the  only  article  of  fuel  with  which  the  Eastern  cities 
and  the  Eastern  portion  of  our  Union  can  now  be  sup- 
plied. Without  it,  our  people  would  be  exposed  to  the 
greatest  suffering,  and  many  of  our  msnubetories  must 
cease  to  exist.  Was  it  then  wise,  was  it  politic,  to  be 
dependent  upon  a  foreign  nation  for  such  an  article.^  If 
we  were,  a  war  with  England  u  ould  at  once  cut  off  our 
supply.  Fuel  is  of  such  indispensable  necessity  to  hu- 
man existence,  in  our  climate,  lhat  we  muat  be  grestty 
dependent  upon  any  country  from  f^Rbnce-Jtuld^ivcd. 

Bat  again.   Although  the  baunt>^^rW|^Uiee  had 
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furnished  iii  with  comi  in  the  {[rettett  prorusion,  yet  k 
certain  fixed  protection  wbi  required  to  bring  the  nt- 
live  article  into  common  ute.  Those  who  Tramed  the 
Wtff  of  1824  believed  thit,  with  MCh  «  proteoiion  for  % 
few  yeirs,  the  supply  could  be  rendered  abundant,  and 
that  the  people  would  enjoy  this  article  at  a  moderate 
price.  The  rapid  progress  of  the  coal  trade  in  Penn< 
tylvanit  and  abundantly  justified  their  prudent  foreBi(;ht. 

We  then  well  knew  that  coil  wu  to  be  found  every 
where  in  abundaner,  throughout  long  and  wide  ranges 
of  our  mountains.  But  how  were  we  to  approach  them? 
How  were  we  to  traniport  it  to  the  commercial  frontier 
of  the  country,  where  the  chief  dAnand  foriteibted? 
Only  by  penetrating  these  moantnins  by  Ointls  ind  rail-' 
roads.  The  enterprise  ard  (he  capiis)  ol  the  State  and 
of  our  people,  under  the  protection  which  Congrraa  had 
afforded,  have  already,  to  a  great  extent,  accomplished 
this  purpose.  The  iix  lliousand  tons  of  1333  had  in 
1836  increased  to  nearly  seven  hundred  thousand  tons. 
Wat  there  any  example  on  record  of  an  interest  which 
bsd  grown  so  rapidly?  He  should  not  undertake  to  ei* 
timate  the  amount  of  capital  which  hud  been  invested  in 
this  business.  In  the  memorial  which  he  had  presented 
to  the  Senate  some  diys  since,  it  was  stated  to  be  not 
less  than  forty  millions  ordcllars.  He  believed  that  this 
statement  did  not  exceed  the  truth,  and  the  stnount  was 
still  rapidly  increasing.  At  the  present  moment,  some 
of  our  enierprtsing  citizens  were  engaged  in  construct- 
ing a  difficult  and  an  expensive  canal  from  ColumbiSf 
on  the  Susquehanna,  to  the  tide  wtten  of  the  Chesa- 
peake* which  would  open  a  vast  coal  region,  and  furnish 
an  immenae  additional  supply  of  this  rreessary  article. 
This  canal  alone  would  cost  not  lets  than  two  millions  of 
dollars. 

And  yet  this  is  the  interest  the  protection  of  which 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut  thinks  be  may  consider  as 
a  question  cnlirely  open.  According  to  him,  all  the  vast 
amount  of  capital  expended  upon  it,  under  the  faith  of 
your  laws,  entitles  it  to  no  fiivorable  eonstderation  from 
CoDgrets.  Hr.  B.  sa>d  that  with  the  very  same  or  pf  r> 
hapa  greater  propriety,  he  mif>ht  propose  to  violate  the 
compromise,  and  reduce  the  duty  on  woollen  or  cotton 
goods,  noi withstanding  the  amount  which  had  be-  n  ex- 
pended in  the  erection  of  woollen  and  cotton  manufscto- 
rlett  He  should  be  aorry  to  make  any  such  proposition. 
The  persona  interested  in  the  coal  trade  hsd  only  atfced 
to  remain  on  the  same  footing  with  the  other  great  inter* 
•St*  of  the  eriuntry.  They  know  that  before  the  year 
1843  they  will  be  able  to  protect  themselves.  Nay, 
m')re:  Oiey  have  expressed  their  entire  willingness  to 
•hare  the  same  fate  with  other  interests,  in  case  Congress 
•hould  deem  it  necessary  to  reduce  the  duties  on  pro* 
tccted  articlea  |^nerally  to  the  standard  of  twenty  per 
eent.  more  rapidly  than  the  compromise  act  requires. 
Fab  pUy  it  all  they  demand)  and  fair  pUy,  so  far  as  be 
vu  ooneerited,  they  should  have. 

The  Senator  says  that  the  coal  trade  of  Pennsylvania 
It  t  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  a  few  corporationst  and, 
therefore,  it  is  necessar]-,  in  order  lo  keep  the  price 
within  reMonable  limit,  that  there  should  be  foreign 
eompetilion.  But  the  gentleman  liad  been  as  much  mis- 
taken, id  Ibit  as  in  other  particuliirs.  Mr.  B.  cotild 
not  conceive  how  such  an  idea  had  tuggcMed  itself  to  the 
Senator,  unless  it  miKht  have  been  from  the  ttalement 
in  the  memorial  to  wliich  he  had  referred,  thtt  this  coal 
was  brought  to  the  Philadelphia  market  on  three  canals 
which  belonged  to  incorporated  companies)  and  heno', 
without  other  information,  he  should  infer  that  all  the 
ooal  lands  were  owned  by  these  companiea.  It  is  true 
this  would  not  be  a  very  liYieal  deduction;  bet  he  could 
emcclve  of  no  other  reason  for  the  Senator*!  tUtement 
that  the  coal  trade  was  a  monopoly. 

What  was  the  true  sutement  of  the  etfc?   I'be  coal 


region  in  Pennsylvanii,  if  not  boundless,  wss  sufliciNt- 
ly  exten«ve  to  be  far  beyond  the  reach  of  monopoly. 
It  had  been  the  subject  of  immense  speculstion.  Il  vis 
now  held  by  a  very  great  number  of  proprietory  sll  sf 
whom  had  it  in  their  power  to  tend  thii  article  to  but 
ket.  The  tupply  was  so  bountiful  at  to  place  mowfs- 
ly  at  defiance.  The  domestic  eorrpetilion,  from  the  soy 
nature  of  thing*,  must  reduce  the  price  to  the  beiil 
point  at  which  the  article  could  be  extracted  frooi  tbi 
bowels  of  the  earth  and  transported  to  market,  nakisf  s 
reasonable  allowance  fur  interest  on  the  capital  trnfUt- 
ed.  The  Legislature  of  Penn^lvnnla  badfixed  tbatoHi 
upon  the  canala  and  nulroada  which  penetrate  the  coil 
region  at  reatonable  rateai  and  the  Senator  hiweV 
might,  if  be  thought  proper,  purchase  coal  Isnd  lo  ti- 
most  any  extent  he  pleated,  and  embark  in  this  biuinni^ 
which  he  seems  to  cunmder  so  profitable.  Tbe  viIdc  of 
the  coal  in  the  mines  most  accessible  has  not  been  atV 
mated  tt  more  than  from  twenty-five  to  fifiy  eenti  pet 
ton. 

Tbe  canal  between  Colanbia  and  the  Cheaspeakr,  if 
Irhieh  Ur.  B-  had  referred,  wo«td  ba  completed  in  leH 
than  two  years.  This  would  open  a  more  extensile  cc- 
gion  of  coal  lands  upon  the  Sutquehaffna  than  all  mM 
had  yet  been  brought  into  use  in  other  parts  of  tbe  Sutr, 
and  would  greatly  increase  the  domestic  conpethioi,  sad 
the  consequent  supply  in  the  Esatem  markets. 

What,  then,  had  fatsed  the  preaeni  cUmor  onthe  mb- 
ject  of  coal>  He  would  state  tbe  cauir.  Tbe  spriq^of 
1836  wai  uncommonly  backward.  The  eanah  cestis- 
ued  to  be  froaen  for  teveral  weeks  later  than  tmU 
whilst  the  winter  of -that  year  commenced  Ivo  weeb 
earlier.  From  four  to  ux  weeks*  business  wis  thus  loi't 
averaging  at  the  rate  of  S0,000  Ions  per  week,  flcser, 
although  the  quantity  brought  to  mat  ket  durit«  the  bit 
year  was  about  140,000  tone  more  than  that  of  ibepK- 
ceding  year,  yet  it  was  leas  by  at  leau  1OO.O00  tonstha 
what  it  would  bave  been  had  not  thete  adverse  circa» 
tUncct  occurred.  Thit  hat  been  the  cause  of  the  mto- 
/y,  and  the  consequent  high  price  of  tbe  article.  TWi 
'price  had  been  rendered  still  more  extravsgni  by  <)>c 
opportunity  for  speculation  which  this  siMe  of  tbmp 
presented,  and  which  h<d  been  eagerly  embnced.  But 
tiould  it  not  be  a  miserable  pulley  fur  slalnnen  lepar* 
sue,  if  Ihey  ibould,  on  account  of  this  sccidealBl  ml- 
cieney  in  a  particular  year,  rabhly  past  a  genenl  bw  to 
pro%idt  for  a  case  which  had  mvcr  occurred  btforr, 
and  be  thould  venture  to  predict  would  not  occur  spinr 
During  all  tbe  previous  years,  vnce  this  srlick  bsd  beei 
brought  into  common  use,  with  a  tingle  exceptton,  brgc 
supplies  had  remained  untold  at  tte  close  of  ibc  tcaioii- 
Intbeyear8l834  and  1835,  the  price  of  coal  in  tMiDsdrl* 
phia  ranged  between  ^  75  and  $6  per  too,  sccowtal 
to  the  quality)  and  if  it  had  now  risen  greatly  beymd 
that  price,  this  cauaet  bave  been  peculiar  and  tiaait^t. 
It  was  confidently  expected,  from  the  prep^rdiM 
ready  made,  that  more  than  900,000  IMii 
brought  (o  market  during  the  present  reari 
demand  should  jtistify  it,  this  would  be  inciemee 
1.300,000  tons  in  the  )ear  1B38. 

it  would  seem  that  this  blow  had  been  liawtl  exck^ 
uvely  at  Pennsylvaniat  and  thus  it  would  be  "'"'''^ 
by  her  citixeni^  uotwithtlanding  any  discbiiM-r 
might  be  made  to  tlie  coi-tmy.  Let  luch  an  slIMP 
proceed  from  whst  quarter  it  might,  be  should  be  «■ 
worthy  of  a  teat  there  if  he  did  nut  resist  it  wiib  w  '* 
power.  We  hsd  trequently  bt  en  flattered  by  beinji™ 
of  the  patriotism  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  her  derouoi » 
the  Union;  but  when  questiont  arose  afiiecting  iK'j^ 
srntial  interests,  we  l>ad  loo  often  diseorcred  tbai 
compliments  were  words,  ir  ere  idle  words.  A«  ^^f^ 
was  now  made  to  exclude  bermoit  imcortant  t*"^ 
,  from  tie  bent  fiti  o£)1^2esUpAiiii^&ig«@A  ill.«w^ 
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domettic  intereati  should  renuiin  protecledt  and  we 
woald  now  dwcovar,  from  the  vote  on  ihia  Hnendment* 
who  wer6  her  real  and  who  were  her  profening  frienda. 
And  here  he  would  tender  hia  thanka  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  whoae  bill  now  berore  the  Senate  did  not 
embrace  a  reduction  or  repeal  of  the  duties  on  this  article. 
■  Mr.  D.  deplored  the  condition  of  the  poor  in  our  Urge 
cHiea*  at  thia  inclement  aeason  of  the  year.  He  syrapa* 
-thised  wtth  them  in  their  iufferinga,  and  would  gladly* 
«Sbrd  them  relief,  if  it  were  in  his  power.  But  would 
the  amendment  accompliih  thia  object?  Before  it  could 
•"poesibly  become  a  law,  and  any  supply  of  forei^^n  coal 
be  received,  even  from  Nora  Scotia,  our  canals  would 
be  agaiir  open,  domestic  coal  would  pour  in  upon  them, 
and  the  price  would  be  reduced,  never  again*  he  trusted, 
to  rise  beyond  its  fair  value.  If  he  believed  the  present 
high  price  would  oontinuet  he  might  himself  be  strongly 
fatelined  to  vote  for  a  reduction  of  the  duly. 

Whilft  from  hia  heart  be  regretted  the  ■uficrtngs  of 
the  poor  in  onr  commercial  cities,  it  was  Ma  duty  not  to 
forget  the  intereats  of  the  aame  clais  who  are  engaged 
in  the  interior  in  conducting  (he  coal  trade.  The  coal 
in  the  mine  was  not  worth  more  than  from  twenty-five 
to.  fifty  centa  per  ton.  All  the  additional  value  of  the  ar- 
tiele  arose  from  the  wages  of  labor,  from  the  price  of 
freight  and  comnuwons,  and  from  the  tolls  upon  our  ca- 
nals and  milroeds.  Tbenumberof  laboreraemployed  in 
iMi  business  was  very  great*  and  increasing  every  year. 
Tbetr  rights  ought  to  be  protected,  aa  well  aa  those  of 
other  cilisena.  To  throw  them  out  of  employment  for 
the  benefit  of  foreign  labor  would  be  both  cruel  and  un- 
just. 

There  was  another  view  of  this  subject,  well  worthy  of 
cwr  oonaiderttion.  The  coasting  trade  in  coal,  of  which 
oar  countrymen  enjoyed  the  monopoly,  promised  in  a 
fcwycan  to  become  almost  as  great  a  nurtfery  of  seamen 
for  our  navy  and  commercial  marine  aa  the  aame  trade 
now  was  in  Great  Britain.  Already,  during  the  Ust 
year,  there  had  sailed  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
five  thousand  vessels  laden  with  this  article,  whose 
freight  amounted  to  more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  This 
trado  wou'd  soon  be  able  to  protect  itself,  unlesa  you  ar- 
rest its  prngrew  by  rash  and  imprudent  legislation.  All 
we  ask  is,  that  you  shall  let  us  alone.  In  that  event,  you 
will  protect  your  marine,  and  raise  up  sailors  who  will 
carry  your  flag  in  triumph  over  tlie  world. 

Mr.  NILKS  said  that  he  had  but  a  word  to  say  in  re- 
ply to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  having 
already  deiained  the  Senate  longer  than  he  intended. 
He  did  not  perceive  that  the  Senator  had  denied  hts 
facts  or  answered  hia  arguments.  He  was  mistaken  in 
the  usertion  that  the  whole  argument  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures  rested  on  the  assumption 
that  the  duty  on  coal  had  not  bren  imposed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  domestic  coal  tradei  that  point  was  only  in> 
cidentaDy  touched  upon  in  the  report,  and  formed  no 
essential  part  of  its  argument.  The  basis  of  the  argument 
in  the  report  was,  that  the  coal  interest  had  no  need  of 
protection  ( that  it  was  sufficiently  protected  by  the  nature 
of  the  buainesf,  and  that  it  was  unjust  (o  impose  a  high 
rate  of  duty  on  one  of  the  firat  necessaries  of  life,  for  the 
purpose  Of  protection. 

Another  important  argument  in  the  report  was,  that 
the  coal  trade  was  a  monopoly  in  fact,  and  that  it  was 
onjust  and  dangerous  to  take  away  foreign  competition 
from  a  busineas  which  was  in  the  hands  of  a  few  large 
companies,  and  protected  from  all  competition  at  home. 
The  Senator  had  denied  tint  the  coal  businewi  is  a  mo- 
nopoly,  yet  lie  had  stated  no  facts  to  prove  the  assertion, 
unless  it  was  the  general  one,  that  the  coal  region  extend- 
ed  over  a  large  district  of  country,  and  that  it  was  im- 

Soarible  it  could  be  monopolized  by  a  few  companies, 
ut  he  (Hr.  N.)  did  not  isy  that  the  wbulc  cotl  region 


waa  monopolized  by  a  few  companies,  but  only  that  the 
coal  business  was  in  the  handa  of  a  few  wealthy  corpo- 
rations, who  managed  to  control  the  supply  and  the  price. 
The  Senator  had  stated  that  these  companies  had  ex- 
pended thirty  or  forty  millions  of  dollars  in  canals  and 
railroadst  which  proved  that,  however  extensive  the  coal 
district  might  be,  the  business  could  not  be  carried  on 
without  an  outlay  which  could  only  be  encountered  b^ 
wealthy  companiea.  Inatead  of  proving  that  thia  bust* 
neas  was  not  monopolized  and  controlled  by  a  few  cor< 
porations^  the  facts  stated  by  the  honorable  Senator 
tended  to  show  that  it  wa^t  Ihry  were  in  confirmation  of 
what  he  (Mr.  N.)  had  mainlained. 

Mr.  WEBSTKR  observed  that  it  had  been  very  truly 
staled  that  coal  wax,  in  this  country,  a  necessary  of  Ufet 
and  an  argument  had  thence  been  dr^wn  which  waa  ca- 
pable  of  producing  a  very  erroneous  impression  in  the 
communily,  to  wit,  that  the  interest  of  the  poor  requi* 
red  the  interposition  of  Congress  to  remove  the  duty  now 
levied  on  its  importation.  Mr.  W.  said  that,  considering 
what  had  been  the  former  course  of  Congress  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  was  as  clear  a  proposition  as  could  be  stated,  that 
the  interest  of  the  poor  required  Hie  continuance  of  the 
tax.  Ifhe  were  not  convinced  of  this,  he  certainly  should 
not  be  in  favor  of  retaining  it.  Whether  we  looked  (o 
the  debates  of  the  convention,  or  to  thi*  earliest  acta  of 
the  Federal  Government,  we  should  perceive  that  it  wu 
admitted  to  be  proper  and  necessa^  to  levy  a  duly  on 
imported  coal.  One  of  the  very  first  articles  enumera* 
ted  in  the  first  revenue  law  was  foreign  coal.  The  pro- 
tection of  the  domestic  article  was  warmly  advocated,  at 
that  time,  by  the  Virginia  delegation,  aa  an  obvious  du< 
ty  of  the  new  Governmentt  for,  although  all  duties  had 
had  revenue  as  their  main  c^jee%  yet,  ever  since  1824, 
many  of  them  had  been  continued  for  other  purposes, 
and,  among  the  rrst,  thisdutyon  coal.  Mr.  W.  had  vo- 
ted against  retaining  it|  but,  from  that  time  to  this,  the 
duty  had  retained  its  place  in  the  Uw,  on  a  presumed 
pledge  of  protection  to  such  of  our  own  citizens  aa  were 
engaged  in  furnishing  coal  fiom  the  mines  of  our  own 
country.  A  large  amount  of  capital  had  been  invebted 
in  machinery  and  wages,  and  also  in  the  coiiatruclion  of 
canals  and  railroadx,  leading  from  the  mines  towards 
places  of  deposile  or  shipment.  An  examination  would 
show  that  the  sum  thus  invested  was  not  leu  than  foity 
millions  of  dollars.  What,  then,  was  the  proper  courw 
to  be  pursued,  with  a  view  to  bring  down  the  price  of 
coal*  American  coal  was  not  the  only  fuel  of  this  kind 
in  maiket.  It  stood  alongside  of  the  imported  aiticle, 
and  there  was  a  fair  competition  between  tliem.  Was 
there  any  thing  so  efTcciual  in  reducing  ihe  price  aa  a 
fair  and  free  competition?  Htre  the  skill  and  induatry 
of  our  own  and  of^ foreign  nations  competed  fur  the  mar- 
kfti  and  if  any  thing  was  Ikely  to  reduce  Ihe  price  of 
this  necessary  of  life,  and  thus  to  benefit  the  poor*  it  was 
thia.  That  taking  off  the  duty  would  reduce  Ihe  price 
was  perfect  nonsense.  The  effect  would  be  just  the 
reverse. 

Mr.  W.  observed  that  it  was  Ibis  continual  bringing 
forward  of  propositions  to  alter  the  most  settled  featurea 
of  our  policy  which  was,  in  practice,  so  iiyurious  lo 
American  industry  and  enterprise.  In  illustralion  of  this 
remark,  Mr.  W.  observed  that  it  was  nut  lung  since  a 
very  curious  debate  had  taken  pUce  in  Lniidun,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  creditors  of  the  late  Duke  of  Yotk. 
Among  other  items  of  hiR  property  was  a  great  coal 
mine  in  Nova  Scotia.  Certain  irusleesaf  the  estate  hud 
been  directed  to  work  it.  The  question  with  the  eredi- 
lors  wais  whether  the  working  of  ibis  mine  should  still 
be  prosecuted,  or  what  should  be  dune  with  it.  Oa  in- 
quiring of  the  trustees,  those  gentlemen  stated  that  the 
mine  waa  now  nut  very  pmduclivev  but  tbat.tbe  policy 
of  tlw  American  Gove^pjg^    i£l»t@i@g4@M,  wks 
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vacillitiitK  and  uncertain;  that  vrry  aoon  Ibe  protecting 
duty  on  foreign  coiil  would  probably  be  taken  off.  and 
then  they  would  have  the  entire  American  market. 
The  proposition  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Connecti- 
cut wu  calculated  to  faaaten  this  state  of  ihings,  and  to  jus- 
tify Ibe  calculation  of  these  British  trustees.  So  it  seemed 
that  the  motion  or  the  creditors  of  the  Duke  of  York  was 
to  aid  the  poor  of  the  United  States!  The  eflect  would 
be  found  directly  the  reverse.  Hie  repeal  of  tbe  duty 
would  be  immediately  followed  by  an  increase  of  tbe 
price  of  the  article.  ~ 

The  speech  of  the  honorable  Senator  seemed  to  pro- 
ceed on  the  assumption  that  Pennsylvinia  alone  was  to 
be  affected  by  the  measure  proposed)  but  such  was  by  no 
means  the  fact.  It  was  very  true  that  Pennsylvania  was 
largely  interested.  Bbe  possessed  extensive  coal  mines, 
and  large  amounts  of  capital  bad  been  invested  by  her 
citizens  in  this  brancb  of  enterprise.  But  the  mounlaini 
of  Maryland  were  as  rich  in  bituminous  coal  aa  those 
of  Pennsylvania  were  in  tbe  anthracite.  Why  had 
the  Government  subacribed  so  largely  to  ud  in  tbe  con- 
Btructiun  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canals  Was  it  not 
expressly  with  a  view  to  reaching  the  extensive  coa) 
beds  near  Cumberland.'  That  canal,  when  completed, 
would  be  possessed  of  great  facilities,  and,  in  some  re- 
srecis,  would  have  the  advantage  over  the  canals  of 
Pennaylvania,  because  it  would  not  be  frozen  so  early  in 
the  season.  Congresi  had  done  this  partly  with  a  view 
(»  securing  their  own  supply.  It  was  said,  intleed,  that 
the  freight  on  coal  was  very  largei  but  every  body  knew 
that,  while  our  exports  were  cumbrous,  coal  was  brought 
back  partly  as  ballast.  Vessels  which  took  out  csrgoea 
of  cotton  brought  coal,  as  (hey  brought  salt,  on  llieir  re- 
turn vt^age,  and  at  very  low  raten,  so  there  was  no  great 
protection  to  our  own  miners  in  (hat  respect. 

Mr,  W.  said  he  objected  to  this  breaking  in  upon  a 
course  of  long-eitabliined  and  aettled  policy.  Tliis  item 
of  coal  presented  one  of  the  clearest  caset  in  tbe  whole 
liat  of  protected  articles.  It  stood  on  as  firm  ground  as 
woollens  themselves,  because  the  business  of  supplying 
it  to  tbe  home  mirkel  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
great  investment  of  capital.  Thai  Investment  had  been 
actually  made.  Tbe  enterprise  was  in  a  course  of  suc- 
cessful operation,  and  the  ultimate  effect  muat  be  the 
supply  of  this  important  article  of  fuel  at  the  cheapest 
practicable  rate.  The  fears  of  monopoly  were  ground- 
It  ss;  the  canuli  were  open  to  all — so  was  the  mountain 
propertyt  and  it  wis  abundant  in  Pennsylvania,  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  in  the  Suies  on  both  sides  of  the  great  moun- 
tain range.  And,  it  any  Aliance  was  to  be  placed  on 
information  received,  the  article  could  be  furnished  in 
abundance,  with  a  reasonable  proBl,  and  at  a  cheap  rale. 
Under  these  circumstance^  would  it  be  wise  in  Govern- 
ment to  interfere?  Nu  complaint  bad  been  heard  till 
within  one  season  paM|  and  becatHC  (here  was,  at  this 
time,'s  temporary  pressure,  was  it  worth  while  to  raise 
the  cry  of  (he  poor  sgainst  the  rich,  and  lliui  to  destroy 
a  branch  of  industry  which  was  itself,  and  in  its  conse- 
quences, an  invaluable  bonn  to  the  poor?  Was  this  a 
long-sighted  policy^  He  thought  nut;snd  it  was  evident 
the  Cumm'ttee  on  finance  bad  thought  not,  for  they  had 
not  inserted  this  Item  in  (he  bill.  Mr.  W.  said  this  pro- 
tecting duty  on  coal  stood  upon  a  jnat  foundationt  it  was 
subjed  to  the  gradual  operation  of  the  act  of  1833^  and 
ought  not  to  be  med  lled  with.  This  wis  no  case  in 
which  the  abuses  of  *'regrulers,"  *' furestallers,"  fcc, 
called  for  the  interposition  of  the  law.  The  trade  was 
free  and  open  (o  ail|  coal  lands  were  cheap,  and  in  mar- 
ket every  where,  but  it  required  the  outlay  of  some  cap- 
ital to  turn  them  (o  accuunt.  If  this  perpetual  cry 
Bjiainst  every  thing  which  required  csphal,  and  this  cru- 
sade against  all  who  possessed  it,  was  to  be  indulged, 
how  could  tbe  internal  improremcnt  of  tbe  country  ever 


go  on?  The  nation,  while  surrounded  by  sU  oiaBDcr  of 
natural  advantages,  must  sit  down  content  to  be  posr. 
Was  it  not  manifest,  where  few  were  very  rich,  thataay 
thing  which  carried  on  the  work  (rf*  supply  most  be  k* 
complisbed  by  combination  and  Ibe  collectioD  of  capitti' 
If  the  Government  were  resolved  not  to  leave  (beenteN 
prises  of  our  citizens  to  the  effect  of  fair  competiiioa^ 
but  would  perpetually  interpose,  under  the  false  astits 
'  of  protecting  the  poor,  |p«at  results  could  never  be  p» 
duced.  The  Pennsylvania  oands  have  been  decnedM 
a  monopoly,  lliey  were  not  a  monopoly.  Sons 
them  belonged  to  the  State,  and,  vitb  a  wise  sndMml 
policy,  she  had  thrown  them  open  to  all.  Since  lbs 
Government  had,  by  its  own  acts,  invited  (hi*  iarot- 
meni,  would  they  not  consent  to  let  well  enough  aloae^ 
He  was  not  willing  to  turn  accidents,  or  mere  trsRMcnt 
and  temportry  difficulties,  into  tbe  groundsof  contiasou 
usage.  He  wished  to  see  other  avenues  opened  to  tbe 
ntouDtsins  as  well  as  those  of  Pennsyhrsoia.  He  beU 
that  the  true  interest  of  tbe  community  in  relation  (o  (U 
supply  of  coal,  and  in  consideration  of  tbe  present  ttals 
of  things,  was  to  let  those  who  had  embarked  in  tbe 
business  go  on,  till  competition  between  Ibero  kbould, 
by  its  natural  operation,  bring  down  the  price  (o  itt  sua- 
imiim.  To  (hat  point  it  waa  fast  hastening;  sad  abea 
that  had  been  reached,  it  would  he  time  emugb  tecos* 
aider  whether  any  other  and  further  legislation  upon  tbe 
subject  was  necessary.  Mr.  W.  was  opposed  to  tbe 
amendment. 

Mr.  NILGS  remarked  tl>»t  be  was  surprised  lobnrit 
asserted  that  the  poor  had  no  intereat  in  this  questiaat  be 
thought  they  had  a  deep  interest.    [Here  Hr.  Wibitik 
made  some  explanation.  ]  The  gentleman  says  not  Dwcb 
interest;  that  does  not  essentially  vary  tbe  assertion.  Be 
thought  they  had  an  important  interest—moie  thss  (bit 
of  any  other  class.  He  (Ur.  M.)  had  supposed  tbat  it  *ts 
their  true  interest  to  have  the  pnce  of  fuel  hiw;  but  it 
would  seem  that  the  hmorahle  Senatvr  ihougbt  that 
their  interes's  would  be  pronMted  by  keeping  up  (be 
price.  Are  high  prices  of  tbe  necessaries  of  life  to  btoe- 
fit  the  poor?    Mr.  N.  could  not  understand  (bii^  D«r 
the  reasoning  by  which  such  a  proposition  wsssuststatd. 
It  aeemed  (hat  the  poor  have  not  t>een  able  to  tskf'^ 
enlightened  view  of  their  own  interests;  sad  be  wisbed 
to  remind  the  honorsble  Senator  that  tbe  atteriisa  of  the 
Committee  on  Uanulaclures  bad  been  called  to  (bis  wb. 
ject  by  a  memorial  signed  by  one  or  two  (hous»ndoI  the 
Srnstor'soA'n  constituents,  comprinng,  he  prrMonl,* 
large  portion  of  (he  laboring  class  and  poor  of  Borios, 
wlio  pro'iably  do  not  understand  their  own  iaterMt* 
well  as  their  representative  here,  or  they  would  nothM* 
petitioned  for  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  coat.  They 
less  supposed  that  their  interest  Isy  on  the  side  ofw- 
duction;  t)ut  it  seems  (bey  were  mistaken,  and  'l**|*^ 
true  interest  consists  in  keeping  upthe  duly.  Ths^^' 
stor  has  informed  us  that  the  co»l  duty  was  proposed  1^ 
a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  was  nt  first  fivecerilsfsr 
bushel.    He  is  entirely  mistaken  in  one  of  bis  facts,  u 
he  would  have  learned  had  he  read  the  report,  or  «• 
tended  to  what  be  (Mr.  N.)  bad  sUledi  and  vbetbtf  N 
was  equally  accurate  in  bis  other  6ct,  Mr.  N.  C"""'* 
say.    Tbe  coal  duty,  Instead  of  having  been  «  ""J 
cents,  was  but  two  cenU  tbe  bmhel;  the  nexlyearfli^ 
raised  (o  (hrer;  afterwards  to  four  and  a  half  cenUi  iijw 
to  five,  and  finally  (o  six  cents.   It  sniRht  be 
the  duly  on  coal  had  been  first  pr-pu*cd  by  a  g*"'"^ 
Irom  Virginia;  but,  from  whatever  quarter  it  "wy  b"; 
come,  it  was  perfectly  clear  it  was  a  duly  for 
only,  down  to  the  year  1824.    H  might  be  '™'»JJ" 
appeared  a  atrangestateratnt  to  him,  that  a  duty  nrP<^ 
tection  had  originated  from  Vircirusi  he  bsd 
posed  that  SUte  had  been  deci£cUy  opposed  tothcum 
principle,  at  aU  tiinoiit^tj^U»@ni^Le 
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•  Mil  N.  uid  thit  he  repudiftted  the  doctrine  thtt  tues 
on  the  necemries  of  life  ever  were*  or  ever  coutd  be, 
beneficial  to  the  laboring  clutes  or  to  the  poor.  On 
the  contrary*  he  believed  them  to  be  unrcMonable;  and, 
when  high,  to  be  unjuftt  and  oppreanre.  Tbii  wu  the  eaie 
of  the  preaent  high  dut^  on  mel,  wbich»  in  its  operation 
upon  the  poor  in  oar  citieii  wai  oppreSBive,  cruet,  and 
inhuman.  Taxes  on  necemriea  must  raise  the  price  of 
labor,  as  the  laborer  ia  worthy  of  bis  hire,  and  must  at 
least  have  a  living;  if  he  is  starved,  he  cannot  work. 
The  true  policy  of  wise  legislation  is  to  lighten  the 
burdens  of  labor*  instead  of  taking  from  it  the  "  bread  it 
has  earned."  In  all  legialation  affecting  the  great  intws 
esti  of  the  country,  vhiether  in  Congress  or  the  State 
Legislatures,  there  baa  been  a  tendency  to  hvor  capital 
rather  than  labort  to  benefit  the  few  rather  than  the 
many.  It  is  not  difficult  to  discover  the  caiues  of  this. 
It  ta  the  few  controlling  capital  who  eiercise  an  in- 
fluence over  both  the  national  and  Stale  Legislatures. 
They  have  leisure,  money*  and  intelligence,  which,  com- 
bined, cn^le  them  to  esen  an  influence  that  they  are  not 
entitled  to  from  their  numbers.  Capital  it,  tn  itself,  an 
active  element  of  political  power,  which  is  constantly  ex- 
erting  a  potent  influence  over  the  legislation  of  the  coun- 
try* and  li  ever  volant  to  obtain  advantages.  But  labor, 
ahbougb  the  real  source  of  wealth,  and  that  which  alone 
gives  to  capital  its  value,  never  seeks  aid  from  legislation. 
Who  ever  knew  the  laboring  portion  of  the  community 
to  come  before  Congreti  or  the  State  Legislatures* 
aaking  for  laws  to  be  passed  to  benefit  themf  They  are 
content  with  protection*  and  ask  only  for  juit  and  eqoal 
laws.  In  any  question  between  capital  and  population* 
(Mr.  N.  said,)  be  ahould  go  for  population.  Not  that 
he  tivould  injure  capital,  or  impair  any  of  the  rights  which 
oaturelly  and  properly  belonged  to  it;  but  he  would  en- 
deavor to  counteract  its  constant  efforts  to  endow  itself 
with  faclitious  advantages,  thi'ough  the  aid  of  partial  and 
uiquat  legislation. 

Mr.  N.  said  that  these  were  hia  general  views  on  this 
aubjectt  yet  be  presumed  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  liauachusetta  knew  the  interests  of  his  constituents 
much  better  than  he  did,  and  he  was  therefore  bound  to 
believe  that  the  poor  and  laboring  classes  of  Boston 
were  interested  tn  keeping  up  the  high  rate  of  duty  on 
coal,  notwithaUnding  a  large  portion  of  them  bad  peU> 
tioned  for  its  reduction. 

Mr.  PKESTON 'heartily  commended  the  zeal  of  the 
bonwabk  Senator  from  Connecticat.  Hia  own  feelinga 
had  been  greatly  loucbed,  on  taking  hia  Mat  at  this  sea* 
•ion*  by  the  strong  representations  {iresented  here  of  the 
condition  of  the  poor  in  oar  great  citiea,  many  of  whom, 
it  waa  said,  were  actually  perishing  with  cold.  So  strong 
waa  his  sympathy  with  iheae  unhappy  sufferrra,  that, 
were  his  hands  untied*  be  would  move  an  amendment  to 
the  aiBendment*  making  foreign  coal  wholly  free  from 
duty.  He  had  been  much  amused  in  observing  the 
eoiirae  of  four  diflTerent  chairmen  of  committees  in  regard 
to  the  tariff.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, the  chMrman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affair*, 
ami  the  chairman  of  the  Commiilee  on  Manufactures, 
were  all  dissonant  Trom  each  other  on  that  subject.  Yet 
the  political  horoscope  had  been  gladdened  all  over  by 
tbtt  annunciation  that  the  tarilf  party  was  down,  and  that 
a  different  party*  advocating  a  different  policy,  had  now 
eome  into  power. 

The  great  question  with  those  of  the  South  was* 
what  ia  the  future  to  be'  And  in  pondering  that  ques- 
tion, was  the  present  debate  very  well  calculated  to 
show  that  this  Government  In  future  n-aa  to  be  anti-tariff*^ 
Or  did  it  not*  on  the  contrary,  very  clearly  show  that 
each  man  would  seek  hii  own?  The  industry  of  Cunnee- 
lieul  was  diffused  through  all  the  branches  of  m-mufac- 


ture.  Pennsylvania  had  a  deep  interrat  in  coal.  Vir* 
ginia,  loo,  had  some  apeciat  interest  in  the  coal  trade, 
yet  Whs  anti'tarifl'.  Pennsylvania*  though  she  bad  long 
been,  and  ever  wouk)  be,  thorougbhr  tariff*,  saatatned  lbs 
powers  that  were.  The  Senator  from  Virginia  had  ria< 
en,  and  warmly  vindicated  the  course  and  character  of 
the  future  President;  and  the  Senator  from  Connecticut 
was  a  zealous  friend  of  the  administration,  yet  the  latter 
now  avowed  himself  to  be  thoroughly  tariff*  at  the  very 
moment  he  waa  proclaiming  that  the  party  in  the  ascend- 
ant was  anti-tariffin  its  policy.  What  Mr.  P.  bad  heard 
to'day  went  still  further  to  increase  bis  distrust  of  the  fu- 
ture as  to  this  matter  of  the  tariffV  All  the  gentlemen 
were  in  favor  of  reducing  the  revenue*  and  they  all 
agreed  that  half  a  dozen  protected  articlea  ou)[ht  to  be 
stricken  out;  but  then  the  honorable  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut was  altogether  unwilling  that  this  reduction 
should  be  made  on  the  manufactures  of  Connecticut.  He 
went  for  reducing  the  protection  on  the  products  of 
Pennsylvania.  So  ibe  Senator  from  New  York  proposed 
a  reduction  on  articles  made  in  Haasachusetta.  The 
Senator  from  Virginia  vu  willing  it  ahoald  be  made  any 
where,  until  you  came  to  the  tobacco  of  Virginia.  Tbua 
it  appeared  that  the  South  must  still  pay  black  mail  to 
some  one  or  other  of  them  for  protection  against  the  rest. 
They  still  shifted  the  burden  upon  each  other,  and  pacs- 
ed  the  threat  around — if  you  attack  our  interests,  we 
will  attack  yourr;  if  you  go  agiunst  the  coal  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, we  will  tear  down  the  woollens  of  Uaasachuieltat 
but  if  you  touch  the  woollens,  we  will  turn  upon  the  to- 
bacco. Tlius  it  seemed  to  be  a  losing  game  all  around; 
in  the  mean  while,  the  South  stood  smiling  by,  hoping  it 
tnight  prove  a  Kilkenny  fight.  At  length,  these  combat- 
ants  take  wit  in  their  anger,  and  compromise  the  matter. 
They  discover  that  it  is  very  wrong  to  touch  coal;  it 
must  not  be  done.  And  it  is  equally  wrong  to  attack 
woollens;  so  that  must  not  be  done.  And  thus,  by  de- 
gree*, they  all  become  friends,  and  leave  the  South  to 
pay  the  piper. 

.Vlr.  P.  regretted  that  the  position  in  which  he  stood 
would  not  permit  htm  to  vote  for  the  present  amend- 
ment. The  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  rep- 
resented a  great  nianufacturiitg  interest.  Hia  wss  a  great 
State,  which,  when  united  with  Virginia,  waa  good  for  a 
President.  She  had  in  turn  put  one  out  and  kept  another 
in.  Now,  Pennsylvania  waairreclaimably  tarin*  and  Vir- 
ginia as  decidedly  anti-tariff'.  Accordingly,  they  had 
agreed  to  put  in  a  President  who  should  stand,  like  a 
great  Colossus,  with  one  foot  on  tariff*  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  other  on  anti-tariff*  Virginia,  while  the  little  States 
might  crawl  about  betwixt  his  huge  legs,  and  aeek  them 
out  dishonorable  graves.  Mr.  P.  well  knew  that  these 
States  would  not  change  their  policy.  The  administration 
cuuld  not  advance  one  inch  towards  a  reform  of  the 
tariff',  without  touching  tbe  vital  interests  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. But  if  Pennsylvania  would  stand  out  of  the  way, 
then  indeed  the  new  President  was  pledged  for  a  final 
reformation  in  the  system.  The  moment  Mr.  P.  should 
have  a  satiiifactory  assurance  that  it  was  the  general  un- 
derstanding that  South  Carolina  was  not  bound  by  the 
coroprumise,  he  waa  then  prepared  to  exert  his  atrength 
to  (he  very  uttermost  in  battering  down  the  protective 
policy,  piece*  by  piece,  fill  the  whole  system  was  laid 
prostrate. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  now  rose,  and,  not  without  some 
warmth  of  manner,  observed  that  he  should  not  have  en- 
tered further  into  the  present  debate,  if  the  member  from 
Connecticut  had  not  (as  unfortunately  he  too  often  did) 
both  misuiidertitood  and  misrepresented  it.  Tbe  mem- 
ber had  represented  liim  as  saying  the  reverse  of  what 
be  did  aay.  That  gentleman  had  quoted  him  as  asserting 
that  the  poor  had  no  interest  in  lfae*reduclioB  of  Ibe 
price  of  coal*  whereaa  tiw  jm^dPW^VcHldl^^b&rrse. 
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The  honorable  member  leemed  to  be  in  the  habit  of 
framing  remarks  for  others,  mid  then  commenting  upon 
them.  Mr.  W.  had  ezprenly  declared  that  If  he 
thought  the  interest  or  the  poor  would  be  promufed  by 
reducing  thit  tts,  he  would  vote  for  its  reduction t  and 
thai  he  was  oppoaed  to  it  only  because  be  believrd  that 
the  true  interest  or  that  clais  and  of  every  other  class  in 
the  community  required  that  the  Gorernment  should 
keep  its  bands  off  from  the  subject  entirely.  Mr.  W. 
had  again  aitd  again  declared  (hat  be  did  not  mean  to  ad- 
Tocate  the  cause  of  the  rich  in  opposing  this  reduction, 
beeaute  he  believed  that  keeping  on  the  lax  would 
eventually  bring  down  the  price  of  the  article  to 
the  poor.  The  member  did  not  meet  (his  argument. 
He  did  not  contradict  it,  but  stalked  around  it  while  he 
talked  about  monopolie*,  and  the  influence  of  rich  men 
on  the  legislation  of  Congress.  Mr.  W.  did  not  doubt 
that  the  object  at  which  the  Senator  meant  to  aim  was  to 
make  coA  eheapt  and  did  he  not  understand  that  this  too 
was  the  aim  of  Mr.  W. }  And  bow,  then,  could  he  impute 
to  him  the  design  to  protect  the  capitslis',  in  derogation 
oftheUborert  to  advance  wealth  and  disregard  num- 
bersf  He  hoped  they  should  all  in  future  endeavor  to 
state  each  other's  arguments  with  at  least  some  degree 
or  rairness.  Coal  was  a  neccsury  of  lire  to  all;  to  the 
poor  as  well  as  to  the  rich.  The  object  to  be  attained 
was  to  get  it  as  cheap  a^  possible.  The  exts'ing  state  of 
things  had  grown  up  under  laws  passed  fineen  yean 
*Ko;  and  the  question  was,  whether,  under  tint  state  of 
things,  the  proposition  of  the  member  from  Connecticut 
wi'uld,  in  its  practical  result,  lower  the  market  price  of 
this  species  of  ftiel.  The  member  thought  it  would. 
Mr.  W.  thought  otherwise,  and  had  given  reasons  for 
this  opinion,  which  he  hoped  were  not  altogether  con- 
temptible, and  such  as  did  not  rtghtfully  expose  him  to 
the  charge  of  advocating  the  interests  of  wealth  agatntt 
labor.  His  argument  had  been  briefly  this:  Here  wu  a 
la^;e  capital  actually  invested  >n  roads,  canals,  and  ma- 
chinery, the  effect  of  which  would,  in  a  short  time,  make 
coal  abundant,  and  thereby  make  it  chespt  while,  in  the 
meanwhile,  the  foreign  supply  was  nut  wholly  excluded, 
and  enough  would  be  imported  by  competition  iq  keep 
down  the  price.  The  honorable  member  thought  that 
Congress,  by  taking  off  this  tax,  would  give  the  exclu- 
sive power  of  keeping  up  the  price  to  American  pro- 
ducers. Mr.  W.  differed  in  opinion.  He  thought  that, 
by  Ikking  ulT  tins  lax,  they  would  give  that  power  to 
British  producers,  and  make  our  citizens  the  viciima  of 
their  extortions.  Did  not  rich  men  as  well  as  poor 
make  use  of  coal  as  fuel?  Was  it  not  their  interest  to 
have  fuel  cheap  as  well  as  the  interest  of  every  body 
else?  Ah,  but  the  member  was  for  the  protection  of 
labor.  Very  true.  And  Mr.  W.  insisted  that  the  pro. 
teciive  policy  of  the  United  States  was  aimed  point  blank 
at  the  protecilon  of  labor.  Did  not  the  poor  of  our  cities 
warm  themselves  over  coal  fires?  What  glowing  pic- 
tures, or  rather  what  shivering  pictures  of  suffering  had 
been  presented  to  the  Senate  in  the  eloqtieut  descrip- 
tions (if  lie  thought  them  eloquent)  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleir-BD  from  South  Carolina-  But  was  not  (he  laboring 
class  in  our  cities  the  very  firat  who  received  the  pro- 
ttction  ofthlaGovernrr.ent?  The  first  demand  of  a  con- 
stitution was  for  their  protection.  It  had  been  the  op- 
eratives spread  along  the  Atlantic  coast  whose  voices 
brought  the  constitution  into  being.  It  was  not  the 
voices  of  Hancock,  of  Adams,  but  of  Paul  Refier  and 
his  artisans,  wliich  most  efficiently  advocated  the  move 
meat  for  independence.  It  was  the  pouring  in  of  a  flood 
of  foreign  roanufacturea  that  gave  the  first  impulse  to- 
ward the  adoption  of  a  constitution  for  our  own  protec- 
tioni  and  hud  not  the  labor  of  our  whole  country  been 
protected  ur,d^r  it  to  this  day?  Had  not  the  laboring 
cUsaes  uf  the  United  States  their  lile,  and  breathy  and 


being,  under  that  instranent?  Takeoff  the  prottetios 
which  it  extended  to  the  battery  and  the  ahoemkos 
and  the  whole  chts  of  meehanica  who  woiked  in  leather, 
and  see  what  would  be  the  result.  Go  to  (be  geBd^ 
man's  own  State,  and  lake  off  the  duty  on  tin  ware,  ud 
he  might  possibly  hear  the  tinkling  of  that  aigawil 
Three  cents  on  every  coffee  pot!  What  WMldthe 
member  say  to  thitF 

But  it  became  enlightened  legislaton  to  take  •  M» 
ent  view  of  this  subject.    The  true  way  to  prottot  ikt 
poOT  was  to  pnkect  their  Ubor.   Give  Uwm  woik  ta 
protect  their  earnings;  that  was  the  way  to  beneBt  lbs 
poor.   Our  artisans,  he  repeated  it,  were  the  first  tobt  , 
protected  by  the  conttilution.  The  protection  ezteadtd 
:  under  our  laws  to  capital  was  as  nothing  to  thit  vhich  ! 
was  given  to  labort  and  so  it  ahould  be.   Since,  in  the  i 
year  183^  I  atood  upon  thit  ground,- 1  have  retaiBcd  | 
the  same  position*  and  there  1  mean  to  stand.  Thcfm  | 
labu-  of  the  United  Statet  deserves  to  be  protected!  ui, 
so  far  as  any  efforts  of  mine  can  go,  it  shall  be.  The 
gentlemsn  from  Conncotieut  tella  us  that  coal  n  > 
bounty  of  Provideneet  that  nur  mountains  are  full  of 
that  we  have  only  to  take  hold  of  what  God  bis  gim 
Ua.    Well,  sir,  I  am  for  protecting  the  man  vhodocs 
take  hold  of  itt  who  bores  the  rocki  who  penetratestbe  | 
mountain!  who  excavates  the  mine,  and,  by  hit  awds- 
ous  labor*  puts  us  into  the  practical  poNrsum  of  (bk  j 
bounty  of  Providence.    It  is  not  wealth  while  tt  fieiia  I 
the  mountain)  it  ia  human  labnr  which  brings  it  oDt  lod  j 
makes  it  wealth.    I  am  for  protecting  that  poor  Isborer  | 
whose  brawny  arms  thus  enrich  the  Slate.   I  mftt  j 
providing  him  with  cheap  fuel,  that  be  may  varahia- 
self  and  his  wife  and  children. 

1  observe  that  the  very  next  item  in  the  bill  ii  (M  j 
connected  with  the  woollen  factories  in  Conaedtcut. 
Will  the  honorable  member  agabut  all  pro(etiis{  i 
principles^  Will  he  talk  to  ua  on  that  itcmubebu 
done  on  this?  Does  not  the  poor  man  wear  a  cloth  oast? 
Does  he  not  want  a  great  coat  in  cold  weather^  And  ii 
not  that  cloth  taxed,  and  taxed  for  the  benefit  of  Con- 
necticut, and  for  the  cspitallsti  of  Connecticut'  Isckilfe 
no  necessary  of  life?  Will  the  member  dnvusasfias 
a  picture  of  the  poor  man  abiraring  fur  want  of  a  pest 
coat  of  Connecticut  cloih,  as  for  want  of  a  fire  of  Vta^ 
sylvania  eoaU  Sir,  the  man  who  catches  hoM  of  s  '''"^ 
idea  here  and  a  little  idea  there,  and  holds  these  out  to 
us  to  shuw  that  a  great  line  of  national  policy  is  unjut, 
takes  a  view,  in  my  apprehennon,  too  little  conprrtea- 
sive.  We  must  not  tsx  the  fuel  with  which  (he  i»« 
man  warms  himself,  because  it  is  a  necesssry  of  lifcisso 
pray  what  will  the  honorable  member  do  with  bread-  h 
not  that  a  neoesaary  of  hhi  and  will  any  man  here  rue 
in  hia  place,  and  move  to  take  off  the  duty  on  vbcai 
Are  not  thousands  of  bushels  imported  from  Europer 
Does  not  the  poor  man  pay  the  tax  on  it?  4*^ 
ask,  will  the  honorable  member  bring  in  a  bill  (o  tsM 
off  the  duty  on  wheats  There  is  a  duly  on  brown  w- 
gar.  Will  he  move  to  repeal  that?  If  be  will  comprebesd 
all  the  items  included  under  the  same  principle  of  cMo- 
omy.  it  will  ^ow  at  least  some  consistency,  lhltlol^ 
lect  this  article  of  coal,  and  have  ua  make  it  free  bec^ 
It  iaa  necessary  of  lifi*,  while  he  advocates  a  tsx  on  oiKr 
things  equally  necessary,  is  to  act  with  no  conustea^* 
all.  I  know  very  well  that  many  of  the  oitixens  of  fl* 
ton  have  applied  to  have  this  lax  diminialied;  aw  a  ■ 
thought  it  could  with  propriety  be  done,  I  would  cbetr 
fully  do  it.  Some  peittiona,  too,  have  been  presesW 
from  one  of  our  fiahing  townst  but  they  ought  to  re«^  i 
ber  that  all  bounlies  on  the  flriieries^  as  well  m  tbiiw 
on  coal,  rest  upon  one  great  basis  of  mutual  coaoess* 
for  (be  protection  of  labor,  and  for  (he  benefit 
of  the  operative  elaaaea  of  sockty.  And  plx)^*^ 
that  thii  is  a  system  [J^6dSV'W)«g4e«^  " 


961 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRKS8 


962 


Paa.  34, 183r.] 


Ikdudian  tf  the  Ihrijf. 


poor,  misrepreMnti  itiadrocatea,  and  perverta  tbe  whole 
OMttrr,  from  A  to  Z. 

There  xre  tnKny  other  views  which  belong  to  tbe  sub* 
jeet,  hut  I  will  not  now  prosecute  the  argument.  lAy  ob- 
ject is  to  fluke  ceel  cheap — pcrntaBently  oheapi  cheap 
to  the  poor  man  as  well  as  the  rich  mani  and  to  that  end 
we  diall  arrive,  if  the  laws  are  suffered  to  take  their 
coarse.  But  to  meddle  with  themik  in  the  existing  state 
of  thinffs,  ts  the  very  wont  thinf  Uiat  cao  bo  dene  either 
for  poor  or  rich. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  said  he  bad  not  intended  to  add 
another  word;  indeed,  after  what  had  fallen  from  the 
-Senator  from  Massachusetts,  it  would  be  labor  lost.  But 
he  did  not  choose  that  his  retaarks  should  be  misappre- 
faeDdedi  that  thej  would  be  misrepresented  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Cer^oa,  f  Ur.  Pehtov,}  be  did  not  for 
m  moment  insjcine.  He  bad  made  no  profet^ns  of  being 
cither  a  '*  high**  or  a  *•  low"  tariff  mant  nor  bad  he  said 
iliat  be  was  *•  Irreclaimably  uriff." 

[Mr.  PaisTOff  explained.  He  had  not  atated  that  tbe 
honorable  Senator  from  Penn^  lvania  had  said  sot  th«t 
was  merely  the  statement  of  Ur.  P'a  own  apprehension 
<^  the  fact.] 

Tbe  Senator  bad  further  said  that  Hr.  B.  was  **  per- 
nutted"  to  get  op  here  and  state  the  principlea  be  held 
in  relation  to  the  tariff.  Permhted!  Permitted  by 
whom.' 

(Ur.  PaisTov  again  roee  to  explain.  He  bad,  as  he 
eappoeed,  fiilly  explained  in  what  sense  he  meant  to  be 
understood.  There  were  certain  queations  on  which 
those  who  belonged  to  the  same  politioal  party  were 
permitted,  by  a  general  understanding  and  conceVt  of 
that  part^,  to  hold  different  and  ereo  (^posite  senti< 
iMnts,  without  thereby  forfeiting  their  eonnexion  with 
the  party,  or  good  standing  in  it.  Be  meant  nothing 
more  than  this.  He  understood  ihe  tariff  to  present  one 
of  these  open  queetiona.  The  phrase  was  common  in 
parliamentary  usage,  and  well  understood.  He  had  used 
■t  in  no  personal  or  offensive  sense-] 

Mr.  BocBAiTAir  resumed.    He  had  not  understood  tbe 
honorable  Senator  to  mean  to  apply  it  in  a  sense  per- 
sonally offensive.    Yet  it  was  very  gratiog  to  the  car  to 
hear  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  rite  in  his  place 
and  declare  that  Senators  from  Viiginia,  New  York,  and 
Pennsylvania,  were  permitted  to  advocate  contrary  doe- 
trinea  on  the  subject  of  tbe  protective  policy  of  tbe 
country.    Mr.  B.  was  "  permitted'*  by  no  man  to  utter 
his  sentiments  on  that  floor.  He  aaked  the  "  permission" 
of  no  party  or  individual  to  advocate  the  interests  of  his 
State  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate.   He  knew  of  no  such 
parly  trammels.  Tbe  party  to  which  he  belonged  were 
not  so  drilled.    He  pursued  his  own  course,  according 
to  the  dictates  of  his  own  judgment.    The  Senator  from 
South  Carfriioa  occupied  a  aingular  position.    He  rose 
up  and  attacked  tbe  duty  on  impw^ed  coal,  and  peraoa- 
ded  all  others  to  vote  against  it;  and  yet  beh)  it  bis  duty, 
while  looking  one  way,  to  row  another.    Of  what  did 
the  boAorab^  Senator  cofflphio  in  this  matter?  Wat 
there  any  attempt  to  disturb  tbe  compromitef  Was  thia 
item     coal  in  the  Mil  reported  by  the  CtMnmittee  on 
Financed  So     at  that  bill  went,  was  it  not  a  boon  to 
the  South.'  If  Northern  Senators  cbose  to  reduce  the 
tazei*,  what  cause  of  offence  was  this  to  gentlemen  from 
the  Soothf    When  tbe  attempt  should  be  made  to  vio- 
bte  the  compromise,  then  it  would  be  time  enough  for 
them  to  compUn.   What  he  had  taid  was  this:  That, 
from  tbe  debates  in  the  Legislature  of  Pennqrlrania,  they 
■eemed  diapoeed,  in  good  failh,  to  try  the  effect  of  a 
complianee  with  the  compromise  of  1833.   They  would 
not,  at  all  events,  be  the  first  to  interfere  with  it.  Many 
of  tlkcm  did  believe  that  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  when 
taken  in  connexion  with  cash  paymente  and  the  qratem 
of  nlu^ion  at  our  own  porti^  wmdd,  in  practice,  prore 
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a  suffieieat  protection  to  the  manufacturing  interest' 
However,  he  should  not  now  launch  into  a  tariff  discus* 
■ion.  This  was  not  the  proper  time  or  the  fit  occasion 
for  doing  so.  When  the  time  did  arrive,  he  would,  with 
all  the  I'rankneas  for  which  he  hoped  he  had  some  credit 
wiih  the  Senate,  state  what  were  his  views  on  that  sub* 
jeet.  He  had  intended  to  have  added  some  other  re- 
nurks  but  it  was  growing  late,  and  he  would  forbear. 

Mr.  PRESTON  followed,  in  fiiller  explanation  of  what 
he  bad  before  aaid  as  to  the  tariff  being  an  open  ques- 
tion, and  in  regard  to  the  obligation  imposed  by  the  com- 
promiae  act. 

Ur.  NILE3  repelled  the  chari^e  made  against  hint 
by  the  Senator  from  MsBsachusetlB  [Mr.  WsBSTsa,]  of 
having  misrepresented  him.     He  said  that  the  hon- 
orable Senator  bad  taken  Ihe  liberty  to  charge  him 
with  having  misstated  his  remarkst  and  he  had  made 
■he  charge  in  such  a  manner  as  to  show  that  he  con- 
sidered  he  had   been   intentionally  miarepreiented. 
The  gentleman  bad  said  that  he  (Mr.  N.)  was  in  flic 
habit  of  misrepresenting  the  remarks  of  othera.  He 
would  not  slop  to  inquire  whether  a  charge  like  this  was 
parliamentary  or  decorous,  as  it  was  his  intention  to  re- 
pel it  as  unjust  and  untrue.    He  wished  that  Senattw  to 
understand,  once  for  all,  that  he  (Mr.  N.)  was  not  in  the* 
habitof  mintatingor  misrepresenting  his  remarks,  orthow 
of  any  other  member  of  the  bodyt  neither  had  he  been 
complained  of  in  thie  respect  by  any  one  but  the  Senator 
himself.   He  was  as  liable  to  misunderstand  what  was 
said  by  others  as  any  onet  but  he  waa  incapable  of  intea. 
tionally  misstating  their  remsrks.    It  seemed  that  be 
misunderstood  the  Senator  on  this  occanon,  although  be 
bad  listened  very  attentively  to  bit  remarki^  and  could 
not  be  justly  charged  eren  with  inattention.   He  under- 
stood the  Senator  to  say  that  the  poor  bad  no  iniereet 
in  thia  questioni  and  when  he  rose  to  expUin,  he  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  they  had  not  much  interesli  but  it 
appears  he  was  mistaken  in  both  instances.    He  did  not 
perceive,  however,  that  the  mistake  was  of  much  conse- 
quence! for  whether  the  Senator  considered  that  the 
poor  and  laboring  classes  had  much  interest  or  no  inter- 
est in  the  subject,  hit  remarks  went  to  prove  that  their 
interest  consisted  in  msintsiningthe  present  high  rate  of 
duty.  Tbe  gentleman  and  himself  were  directly  opposed 
on  this  point,  as  be  believed  that  the  whole  community 
were  interested  in  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  coal,  and 
especially  the  laboring  clastes,  who  were  less  able  to 
bear  the  burdens  of  the  present  exorbitant  prices  of 
fuel.   If  tbe  poor  have  a  deep  interest  in  this  ^estion, 
how  it  thtir  interest  to  be  promoted  by  a  tax  of  fifty  per 
eenl.  on  fuel?  Is  that  calcuhted  to  bring  down  the 
price?   Or  doet  their  interest  consist  in  keeping  up  the 
priced   He  did  not  understand  thia  matter,  and  could 
not  learn  from  tbe  Senator's  remarks  bow  he  proposes 
to  advance  tbe  interests  of  tbe  poor. 

ir,  as  the  Senator  anerti,  all  our  tariff  laws  have  had 
a  direct  tendency  to  benefit  labor,  be  rejoiced  at  iti  but 
if  such  was  the  case,  it  did  not  prove  that  those  laws 
had  been  passed  for  that  purpotei  and  we  all  know  that 
it  was  not  those  interested  in  labor  who  had  petitioned 
for  themt  it  was  not  from  their  influence,  or  a  regard  to 
their  rights,  that  the  Uriff  system  had  been  adopted. 
No,  sin  it  waa  the  interests  of  capitalists  and  capital 
which  had  originated  and  sustained  the  tariff  systemt  and 
if  labor  had  been  benefited,  it  was  only  an  ineidenlal  con- 
sequence. Whoare  they  (said  Hr.  N.)  that  bang  around 
tbe  halls  of  legislation,  seeking  its  aid,  asking  for  special 
and  partial  laws?  Who  are  they  that  apply  for  tots  of  in- 
corporation, conferring  special  privileges,  to  favor  partic- 
ular interests — privilrsea  calculated  to  give  to  capital  ar< 
tificial  and  factitious  idvantagea^  Are  they  not  those  who 
contnd  capital? 
By  whoK  inflaence 
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through  CongT^iit,  loon  Bfler  the  dote  of  the  last  vtr, 
Tcrundiny  to  tmportera  the  double  dutiei  which  bad 
been  impoard  to  carry  on  the  war,  when  it  was  Veil 
known  that  ihoie  duties  hid  been  charged  upon  the 
roodtf  tnd  the  whole  amount,  with  lari^  profits  besides, 
had  been  received  in  their  sales?  Was  it  not  the  capi- 
taliits,  the  wealthy  importers?  This  partial  and  unjust 
law  or  Congress  legUlsted  fortunes  into  the  pockets  of 
bundredst  he  knew  of  some  who  had  been  made  inde- 
pendent by  it.  air,  (aaid  Mr.  N.,)  it  is  in  vain  to  deny 
thftt  all  the  legiriation  of  Congress,  from  the  foundation 
of  the  Government  to  this  day,  which  has  affected  the  in* 
teresla  of  the  country,  whether  commercial  or  manufae- 
tuiHng,  has  been  influenced  by  those  who  control  the 
capital  of  the  country. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  did  not  claim  to  be  the  special  advo- 
cate of  the  interesta  of  (he  poor  and  the  laboring  cIsBSf 
be  claimed  no  more  sympathy  with  the  poor  than  any 
other  Senator  felt  or  ought  to  fee),  not  excepting  the 
Senator  from  HataschuRettt.  He  had  no  motive,  no  de* 
fign,  in  connecting  himself  with  their  interests.  He  b«d 
not  dragged  them  into  this  debatet  he  had  spoken  of  them 
DO  further  than  they  were  directly  involved  in  the 
question.  He  had  referred  to  fact*,  because  they  be- 
longed to  (he  subject.  It  was  a  truth  which  had  not  been 
and  could  not  be  controverted,  that  the  coal  du(y,  so 
far  as  it  operated  to  keep  up  the  price  of  fuel,  bore  with 
double  severity  upon  the  poor,  who  were  compelled  for 
three  winters  past  to  purchase  fuel  at  a  price  one  hun. 
drcd  per  cent,  higher  (htn  tlie  wealthy  citiienf,  who 
were  able  (o  lay  in  a  supply  in  tbe  snmmer,  when  the 
priee  was  down. 

Mr.  N.  said  that,  being  up,  he  had  a  word  to  say  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pbkstoit.] 
That  Senator,  whose  own  situation  in  relation  to  the  bill 
before  (he  Senate  appeared  to  be  not  a  little  embarras* 
sing  or  perplexed,  had  assumed  upon  himself  the  task 
of  assigning  to  several  of  the  friends  of  the  ajminlstra' 
tion,  including  himself,  their  positions  in  relation  to  the 
tariff  and  the  Executivet  and  having  given  each  of  us 
such  a  position  as  suited  himself,  he  affects  to  discover 
something  wonderfully  strange  and  marvellous  in  the 
matter.  The  Senator  said  that  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
tnittea  on  Foreign  Relations  [Mr.  Bvchafah]  was  an 
open,  ultra,  uncompromising  tariff  man,  and  believed  in 
the  binding  force  of  tbe  compromise  of  1833t  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  [Mr. 
BiTts]  was  an  avowed,  irreclaimable  anti-tariff  man, 
willing  to  disregard  the  corrpromisei  that  (he  chairman, 
of  (he  Committee  on  Finance,  [Mr.  WnieHT,]  wlio  had 
reported  (he  present  bill,  although  representing  a  man- 
ufaetoring  State*  and  tbe  one  which  contributed  to  fix 
on  the  country  that  act  of  abominations,  (he  tariff  of 
1898,  teemed  wilting  to  violate  the  compromise,  and  to 
open  the  tariff  (question,  for  (he  purpose,  as  he  believed, 
to  use  it  for  political  purposes)  whilst  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  (Mr.  N.,)  whom  the 
Senator  declared  to  be  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  domi. 
nant  party,  waa  (he  friend  of  a  moderate  and  judicious 
tariff,  although  prepared  to  vote  for  tbe  present  bill, 
«hi<^  violated  the  compromise.  The  Senator  professed 
not  to  understand  how  those  who  differed  so  much  on 
the  wbject  of  the  tariff  could  act  In  harmony  and  concert 
tn  support  of  the  administration.  He  appeared  to  think 
that  there  was  a  great  myatery  in  (he  matter,  and  that 
there  must  have  been  some  understanding ;  and  that  the 
friends  of  tbe  adminiatration  were  pera)i(ted  to  disagree 
on  that  question,  and  each  one  to  pursue  a  course  the  best 
ealeulated  to  aid  the  common  cause.  Mr.  N.  said  that 
he  thouj[h(  the  honorable  Senator  mi]!^t  have  spared  (lie 
expression  of  surprise  at  (he  want  of  harmony  in  the  sen- 
timents of  (he  friends  of  the  administration  regarding  the 
tariffi  for,  if  h«  would  look  to  his  own  side  of  the  House, 


he  would  there  find  the  disagreement  greater  and  matt 
inexplicablet  he  would  discover  not  mhf  ultra  tariff  taea 
and  ultra  anti'tariff  men  belonging  to  the  nme  parly, 
but  he  would  find  them  standing  side  by  side  m  oppon- 
tion  to  this  hill,  and  speaking  and  voting  agaimt  it?  the 
ultra  tariff  men  opposing  the  bill  as  being  hortile  to  the 
manufacturing  intereats,  and  the  uUfa  anti-lariff  laea- 
thoae  who  brought  the  Union  into  jeopartfy  by  their  sis- 
lent  opposition  to  (hat  system — opposing  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  that,  in  iu  consequences,  it  would  be  iM^le  Ig 
the  anti-Uriff  Slatei.   In  the  eyes  of  tbe  honorable  Sen- 
ator, it  appeared  to  be  very  consent  (or  tarif  and  mfr 
tariff  men  to  unite  In  oppoaii^  the  adnnnielralRDli,  b«t 
very  inconsistent  for  those  who  differ  rrgardiBg  the  itfW 
to  unite  in  its  support. 

The  Senator  says  that  the  chairman  of  the  CoiBMttee 
on  Foreign  Relations  is  for  adhering  to  tbe  compniaiiar, 
and  therefore  he  [Mr.  BvcRAirAir]  is  an  ultra  tariff  nsn; 
but  (he  Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina  [Mr.  Pnieros]  is 
himself  for  adhering  to  the  eompromtset  and  tbevdw. 
according  to  his  own  reasoning,  he  most  also  be  aa  nitn 
tariff  man.  Or  are  we  to  understand  that  an  adheie»ee 
to  the  compromiae  proves  one  member  to  be  aa  ohn 
tariff  man,  and  another  an  ultra  anti-tariff  man?  J^.*" 
a  strange  kind  of  logic  which,  from  the  same  preeaises, 
should  lead  to  opposite  eonclurions.  There  nost  be  a 
:  cabaliatlcal  potency  in  the  eonpromlie  act,  wbMi  CM 
convert  nullihring  anti<tariiBtei  into  ultra  tariff  men. 

Mr.  N.  aaid.  in  regard  to  what  tbe  Senator  bad  sssd 
of  hinweir  and  several  of  his  friends,  one  of  tbe  gentle- 
men [Mr.  Bocrivak]  had  slready  put  himself  right; 
and  the  other  two  [Mr.  Bites  and  Mr.  Wann)  were 
abundantly  able  to  defend  themselves,  and  had  no  occa- 
sion for  his  suistancet  an3  in  relation  (o  himself,  he  bad  no 
particular  reason  to  complain  of  the  poait'ion  whi^  (be 
Senator  had  assigned  to  him.  He  was  a  moderate  tariff 
man,  dretdedly  opposed  to  a  high  tariff,  yet  a  firai 
friend  of  (he  policy  of  protecting  all  the  important  is- 
tercs(B  of  the  country,  so  fsr  as  it  coold  be  done  by  a 
wise  snd  discreet  discrimination  in  the  adjustment  of  tbe 
duties  which  were  requ  ired  for  the  purposes  of  revec»e- 
Bnt  what  he  did  object  to,  and  wiwt  had  aurpr-sed  turn 
much,  wsR,  that  he  and  his  friends  should  have  their 
positions  assigned  to  them  in  regard  to  the  tariff,  by  a 
gentleman  who  himaelf  occupied  so  rquirocal  a  pq*iinn, 
and  who  evidently  did  act  know  what  hia  on  pa^lioa 
was. 

Mr.  N.  said  he  had  listened  with  attention  to  the  elo- 
quent speech  which  the  Senator  had  made  on  (his  bill 
the  other  dsy,  and  had  anxiously  sought  to  discover  on 
which  side  of  the  question  he  was,  and  to  what  cmchi< 
sion,  after  all  bis  wandering,  he  would  findly  eoawt  but 
he  had  been  unable  to  satisfy  hinwelf.    T1»e  Senator  K- 
minded  him  much  of  a  blind  nwn,  who  was  feeB^  b'a 
way  in  the  dark,  and  who,  notwithstanding  att  biscmtf, 
was  unable  to  advance  in  any  direction,  but  remained  >" 
a  atate  of  "  progressive  retrograde,  or  standing  slM-" 
The  Senator  had  labored  hard  to  give  a  party  character 
to  this  bill,  and,  in  his  el<v]tient  appeals,  appeared  (a  be 
attempting  to  arouse  the  spirit  of  some  dead  par*^  ** 
life  of  which  had  long  nnce  departed,  leavii^  only  the 
dead  eareaaa  and  the  name,   in  a  speech  on  aaotber 
subject,  the  Senator  hid  informed  us  that  be  coondered 
the  constitution  as  long  since  dead,  but  remukcd  tbit 
he  would  endeavor  to  rail  up  its  ghost,  with  wbidi  1^ 
hoped  to  fnfrhten  the  Senators  into  a  respect  briti 
pnnciptes.    Mr.  N.  said  that  on  the  present  eccanoi 
the  Senator,  by  his  eloquent  incantations,  appeared  to 
him  to  be  endeavoring  to  call  forth  tbe  ghost  of  naltf* 
cation  to  aid  him  in  his  perplexity)  and,  if  he  had  nc- 
ceeded,  perhaps  that  frightftil  apparition  migM  hate 
scared  him  from  the  pontion  he~liad  taken   side  by  sde 
with  the  ultra  frtei^i?4|»Sjrtt^O®gdethis  deb« 
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(Mid  Mr.  N.)  llie  honorable  Senator,  embarraated  and 
perplexed,  and  groping  his  way  in  the  dark,  has  ihifled, 
twiated,  and  lurnedt  and  wandered  about  from  point  to 
point,  and  from  poiition  to  poahion.  He  bad  been  at  all 
pointa  in  tbe  compaas*  and  now  leemed  to  be  at  a  point 
not  in  the  compasst  ^nd  there  he  would  leave  bim. 

Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  here  moved  to  adjourn.  The 
motion  wai  lost:  Yeas  10,  nays  33. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  tbe  amendment  pro- 
poaed  by  Mr.  N11.K8,  for  a  gradual  reduction  of  the  duty 
on  foreign  coal,  coal  screeniogi,  and  coke,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  ai  followa: 

Ysaa— Ueairs.  Brown,  Cutbbert,  Fulton,  Hubbard, 
King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon,  Nilea,  Page, 
Rivea,  HugglCR,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tipton,  Walker— 15. 

Nats — Mesara.  Bayard,  Benton,  Buchanan,  Critten- 
den, Davis,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  HcKean,  Nicholas, 
Norvell,  Parker,  Prentiss,  Robinson,  Soutbard,  Tall- 
madge,  Wall.  Webater,  White,  Wright— 20. 

Mr.  KENT  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  article  of  Ainey 
and  other  toapa,  Windsor  Map,  and  wasbballt  but  the 
BfDeodinent  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  NILE3  made  a  similar  effort  in  regard  to  common 
tinned  and  japanned  saddleryj  but  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  moved  to  strike  out  patm<leaf  brooms. 
Here  was  an  article  made  by  the  poor,  almost  exclusive' 
lyt  and  if  genllcmea  wanted  to  benefit  the  poor,  here 
vu  M  opportunity. 

Mr.  PRESTON  inquired  what  duty  that  article  paid. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  replied  15  per  cent. 

Tbe  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  article  of  but- 
ton moulds.  The  motion wai  negatived:  Ayes  16,  noes  19. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  strike  out  "all  spirits, 
made  of  vinoua  materials,  imported  into  tbe  United 
Stales." 

Mr.  WRIGHT  explained  that  tbe  object  of  tbe  com* 
mittee  bad  been  to  reduce  the  revenue  as  &r  as  they 
oould  with  safety]  and,  as  this  article  bore  a  protecting 
duty  of  from  53  to  85  cents,  they  supposed  it  might  be 
reduced  one  half,  and  still  be  sufficiently  high  (o  pro- 
tect tbe  domestic  article  made  from  grain;  in  which  case, 
withont  injtiring  any  one,  tbe  revenue  might  be  reduced 
■  half  million  of  dollars.  He  demanded  tbe  yeas  and 
nays;  which  being  uken,  stood  as  follows: 

Yiis — Messrs.  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Crittenden,  Hen. 
dricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Morris,  Premiss,  Prtslon,  Rob* 
bins,  Robinson,  Southard,  Swif>,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
Webater,  White— 17. 

Nats — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Nicholas,  Nile?,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Ruggles, 
flerier.  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall,  WrijKht-^1. 

Mr.  KENT  moved  to  atrike  out  the  article  otwinea. 

Af^er  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  NQRVELL  and 
SOUTHARD,  the  question  wai  Uken  by  yeaa  and  nays, 
as  fullows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Knight,  Morris,  Bobbins,  Robinson,  Southard, 
Swift,  Tipton,  TomlinsoQ— 12. 

NAxa— Measra.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Davia, 
Fulton,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia, 
Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvel),  Page,  Parker, 
Preston,  Rivet,  Rugglea,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge, 
Walker,  Wall,  Webstafb  White,  Wright~26. 

Tbe  bill  waa  then  imported  to  the  Senate,  itnd  all  the 
nmeudmeuts  agreed  to,  with  tbe  exception  of  tbe  follow- 
ing: 

1.  Duty  on  China  and  porcelain,  earthen  nnd  stone 
ware. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  suggested  that,  as  tbe  Senate  wu  now 
ntf  tbin,  altbougb  it  m<ght  happen  that  a  different  vote 


would  be  obtained  from  what  had  been  given  in  com* 
mittee  when  the  Senate  was  full,  yet  it  would  be  better 
to  adhere  to  the  former  vote,  to  avoid  a  reconsideration 
or  other  difficulty  when  tbe  aeala  should  be  full  ig»in  to- 
morrow. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  one  Senator  [Mr.  Kvien] 
bad  avowedly  changed  his  vote,  and  another  ira«  present 
now  who  had  not  been  in  committee. 

The  question  on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  tbe  amendment  which  struck  out  these  arii* 
cles  from  tbe  bill  (thereby  retaining  the  protecting  duty 
upon  them)  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yus—Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Davil^ 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Bobbins,  Robinson, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall. 
Webster,  White— 18. 

Naxs — Hes&rs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight. 
Lyon,  Morris,  Niles,  Norvel),  Psge,  Parker,  Rives,  Bug> 
gles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker— 19. 

80  China  and  earthenware  were  retuned  in  the  bill, 
aa  free  of  duty. 

2.  BUnkets  chiefly  used  among  the  Indians. 

On  this  Mr.  DAVIS  demanded  the  yeaa  and  nsys.  He 
objected  to  the  amendment,  as  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  several  manufactories  of  blankets  established  within 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  BENTON,  Mr.  LINN,  and  Mr.  NORVELL,  ex- 
plained the  great  difference  between  Indian  bUnkela  and 
those  of  a  domestic  tnanufacture,  and  tbe  very  decided 
preference  which  the  Indiana  expressed  for  the  one  over 
the  other,  and  which  precluded  ail  competition  froOi 
our  factories,  with  what  were  usually  known  among 
them  aa  Mackinac  blankets.  They  were  thick,  finely 
woven,  and  of  the  finest  wool,  and  impervious  to  tbe  rain. 

After  some  desultory  conversation,  tbe  amendment 
was  concurred  in  by  the  Senate:  Yeaa  33,  nays'lA. 

So  Indian  blankets  were  inserted  in  the  bill,  as 
free  of  duty. 

3.  On  striking  out  cigars.  Amendment  agreed  to: 
Yeas  18,  nays  16. 

Hr.  DAVIS  renewed  In  tbe  Senate  the  motion  he  bad 
made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  strike  from  tbe 
bill  olive  oil,  and  demanded  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  advocated  the  amendment  to  take 
off  the  duty  on  this  article.  While  it  would  afford  but  a 
very  trifling  relief  in  point  of  revenue,  it  went  to  interfere 
with  (he  great  whaling  interest,  which  it  wat  so  impor- 
tant to  cherish. 

Mr.  NORVELL  also  supported  the  motion;  and  tbe 
question  being  taken,  it  was  carried,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Davis, 
Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  Ni<^olas  Norvell,  Rub. 
bins,  Robinson,  Southard,  Swift,  l^llmadge,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson,  Webster,  White— 19. 

Nava— 'Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert  Fulton, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabam*,  King  of  Georgia,  Lyon, 
Niles,  PBf;e,  Parker,  Rivee,  Uuggles,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Walker.  Walt— 17. 

Hr.  KENT  moved  to  atrike  out  sulphate  of  quinioe 
and  calumel,  but  the  amendment  was  rejcetedi  wben 
the  question  was  at  length  obtained,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrosMd  for  ita  third  reading  by  tbe  fol- 
lowing vote : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Fultoo, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Bivesi 
Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Web- 
ater, White,  Wright— 33. 

Nazs— Messrs.  Buchanan,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Ben- 
dricks,  Kent,  Robbing  Bobinioo,  Southard,  Swift,  Tip- 
ton. Wall— U.  ^  T 

And  tben  the  Senate  K^TOf««)rV^OOgle 
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SiTOBDAT,  Fibicaut  35. 

Mr.  TALLMADGG  pre>ented  the  credentiaKof  ihe 
Hun.  SiLAi  Wright,  re-elected  a  Senator  ol  the  United 
SlKles,  frum  the  State  of  New  York,  for  six  f  eiri  from 
ftiul  after  Ihe  3d  of  March  next, 

LAND  LAWS  AND  DECISIONS. 
The  fullowin;  resolutions  were  offered  by  Mr.  WEB- 
STER: 

HcMolved,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry  eauae  to 
be  pivpared  a  collection  of  itM  initructioni  whi^b  hare 
been  iaiaed  from  time  to  time,  either  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  or  the  Cemm'uMoner  of  the  Land  Office, 
excepting  only  nich  u  refer  excludvely,  both  in  prin- 
ciple and  application,  to  parlieul-ir  or  individaal  catea, 
tt^tber  with  the  official  opiniona  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral on  questions  arising  under  the  land  laws. 

Sesohtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  cause  the 
general  public  acta  of  Congress  respecting  the  sale  and 
disposition  of  the  public  lands,  together  with  the  in< 
atructiona  and  opinions  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution, to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

In  ofTering  these  reidationt,  Mr.  WEBSTER  said  it 
was  his  object  that  the  general  acts,  the  inslnictions  giv- 
en under  them,  and  the  official  opinions  of  (he  Attorney 
General  on  questions  arising  in  the  administration  of 
these  laws,  should  be  collected  and  published,  and  made 
availahle  to  all.  These  instructions  and  opinions  are  in 
manuscript.  They  are  only  known  at  the  Land  Office, 
and  may  govern  quealions  arising  there  without  any 
means,  on  the  part  of  those  interested,  to  posseia  them- 
aelvea  fully  of  their  character  and  contents.  The  laws, 
although  contained  in  the  two  volumes  commonly  called 
the  volumes  of  the  Land  Laws,  were  yet  mixed  up  with 
Buch  a  mass  of  treaties,  ordinsnces,  and  private  ac^  that 
it  is  not  always  easy  to  bring  them  together,  or  to  get  a 
connected  view  of  their  provisions. 

The  subject  was  getting  to  be  very  important.  Inter- 
fering clums  were  constantly  arising,  especially  under 

Sire-emption  actsi  and  it  was  understood  that  an  appeal, 
a  these  cues,  lay  to  the  Commissioner  or  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  The  Land  Office  was  thua  becom- 
ing an  important  judicature;  and  it  was  essential  that 
its  course  and  its  rules  of  proceeding  should  be  known. 
Interesting  riglils  were  decided  by  it,  and  it  became 
Congress  to  look  into  its  proceedinKS,  and  to  see  that 
the  laws  were  openly,  ftirly,  and  ably  executed.  The 
first  step  to  reach  this  end  was  to  make  public,  in  some 
accessible  form,  ttie  initructions  and  opinions  under  which 
the  land  officers  acted.  Any  further  provisions  to  in* 
■ure  a  proper  administration  could  then  be  adopted, 
which  Congress  should  judge  neccmry*  if,  indeed,  any 
ibould  be  thought  necessary. 
Ttic  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 
The  bill  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing 
duties  on  importa  (for  reducing  the  duties)  came  up 
on  its  third  reading  and  final  passage. 

Hr.  SOUTHARD,  having  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya 
OD  the  qoettion,  proceeded  at  some  length  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  and  especially  those  portions  of  it  which  af- 
fected the  arrangement  of  the  compromise  act  of  1833, 
aiding  that  the  doty  on  sugar  ought  as  much  to  be  re- 
peated as  the  duty  on  salt)  that  the  bill  would  favor  the 
rich  far  more  than  the  poor;  and  that  the  faith  of  the 
country,  as  well  as  high  individual  interests,  required 
that  the  provisiona  of  the  compromise  tariff  act  (so  call- 
ed) of  1833  should  nut  be  violated. 

Hr.  CLAY  addressed  the  Senate  nearly  at  fullowat 
I  wish,  before  the  paange  of  Ikia  bill,  to  submit  a  few, 
and  only  a  fiew,  remarks  to  the  Senate.    It  has  been  my 
desire  to  bare  taken  a  inore  active  part  than  I  have  done 


in  Ihe  discussions  it  has  occasioned]  boi,  fieefii^  ■yself 
worn  down  by  perpetual  sitting,  and  beii»  afferted,  bfr 
sides,  by  the  prevailing  influenza,  which  dimbles  M 
from  attending  at  night,  on  account  of  the  state  rfrt- 
mosphere  prodoced  by  the  multitude  of  ligbti  in  tM 
chamber,  I  have  been  conatrained  to  ait  silent  until  ncpv. 
The  question  I  understand  to  be  on  the  passsgeoTthc 
bill.   In  regard  to  many,  and,  indeed,  to  most  af  tke 
articles  it  enumerates,  I  have  no  objectioa  lo  the  re|Mal 
of  duties  propoaed;  and  bad  it  eontemplued  tbeaetioD 
of  the  Senate  on  tboee  ■rttdes  onlj.  It  woold  kmn- 
celved  aa  hearty  a  concurrence  from  me  w  IrMiuyn 
its  moat  aealoua  sopportert.    But,  bende  the  items  « 
this  description,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to  Instn 
various  others,  which  cannot  be  touched  without  a  timi- 
lion  of  the  compromise  law  of  1833.    if  the  quertim 
turned  on  this  bill  alone,  much  aa  I  regret  tlie  probsbili* 
ty  of  its  paatage,  my  regret  would  be  less  but  for  the 
declarations  which  have  been  openly  made  by  ihe  cbw- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  [Mr.  Waiaar,]  wm 
has  told  the  Senate  that  he  conridera  himself  as  much  it 
liberty  to  look  into  the  list  of  articles  protected  by  a 
duty  above  30  per  cent,  as  among  those  below  thst  mt, 
to  find  proper  objects  for  the  redaction  of  the  reveouft 
He  feels  on  this  subject  no  restraint,  no  obllgatioo  wW- 
ever,  from  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  pledged  nitb  of 
the  country  to  the  compromise  act.    A  dechrationwM 
thli^  comity  from  so  high  a  source,  has  great  '^p** 
But,  whatever  nay  be  iu  intrinaic  importance,  it  does 
not  stand  alone.    Another  Senator,  the  chMrman  «  «« 
of  the  standing  committees  of  the  Senate,  whose  abseoee 
at  this  moment  I  regret,  because  I  wish  to  rejwit  b« 
words  correctly,  a  gentleman  than  whom  none  ts  ow« 
favorable  to  Southern  interests,  and  whose  s^aeiiy  u* 
influence  have  produced  a  great  effect  withbtoen 
State,  has  avowed  it  as  bta  settled  aim,  not  wodeam 
but  gradually  and  surely,  to  eradicate  every  vestigsoi 
the  protective  witem  from  our  national  code.  Fn>m«** 
other  quarter,  (to  which  1  am  compelled  lo  «"•"')  •!! 
find  an  analogous  declaration— nay,  one  which  goes  *iu 
further)  for  the  Senator  proclaimed  that  he  ^^^^ 
felt,  does  not  now  feel,  and  never  will  frel  rmm 
bound,  In  the  slightest  degree,  by  the  act  of  1833io^ 
on  the  contrary,  is  at  entire  and  perfect  liberty  to  re*i« 
or  augment  the  dullcf  of  our  tariff,  as  he  tMJJ^S^  "* 
pedient.  When  I  see  a  measure  like  that  bewrt 
companied  by  such  declarations  from  members  «  un- 
bounded Influence  on  this  fliwr,  1  cannot  doubt  lb«« 
is  the  purpose  of  the  administration  to  strike  ^^'"^ 
tige  of  the  protective  system  from  the  statute  ''?'''r^^ 
The  present  signal  prosperity  of  our  °**""''y/**^?»t 
table  to  two  causesi  the  success  of  the  cotton  intercn  h 
the  South,  and  of  manufactures  in  the  Northernw> 
Middle  Slates.    These  interesU  are  intimately  """^ 
ffihe  manufacturing  interest  at  the  North  c"''^'*^ 
nihilated,  there  would  be  a  destruction  of  »l« 
for  three  hundred  and  fifiy  thousand  bales  of  the  cotm 
of  the  Southland  if  that  quantity  were  thrown  «P<*^ 
foreign  market,  the  inevitable  effect  would  *»? '^TZ 
reduction  in  the  price  of  tliat  staple.    As  to  Ibe 
which  hu  produced  this  slate  of  prosperity,  ■^2*': 
tiom  have  been  long  since  formed,  and  still  f*""*^ 
shaken.    When  I  look  at  the  diversified  "'»•.*"*',  !j! 
pursuits  of  our  people,  and  the  '"P**"'*'''!'.  ,'1'^ 
largest  portion  of  them  supplying  tbemfclies  wiui  '"^ 
articlea  of  iranulacture,  for  want  of  those  necessirif  ' 
changes  wliicli  alone  can  bring  them  into  the  coua'^' 
has  always  appeared  to  me,  and  st'dl  doesappear,  aewj 
aary  to  protect  the  industry  of  our  own  country.  J*^ 
the  beat  friends  of  the  protective  policy  never  mtesw. 
that  that  pdicy  should  be  perpetual,  though  tbe  «»' 
establishing  it  were  unlimited  in-point  of  time. 
■dTooatcd  the  qritci^f  jMtf  d^feft^^"**' 
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•  eertait)  timei  (the  prectoe  pelidd  they  did  not  attefflpt 
to  fix,}  our  domestic  niMnuracllirei  wottid  become  bo 
tllofvughly  fixed  tnd  permanently  eBlabllahed  that  they 
Vtfuld  bear  the  fioilipetitidn  of  rital  product!  from  abroad. 

Wben  tliia  adminiitraticm  eame  itito  po#er,  it  made 
vtrm  profeMioti)  of  ffieodshlp  fo  thow  tthd  were  (he  ad- 
Toeatei  of  thii  polieyi  while,  tt  tb«  awne  timet  >t  beld 
oat  hopci  to  those  on  the  other  ^de  of  m  <!Oinptete  tub- 
Ter^on  of  the  tyatem.  In  regird  to  thoee  p^o^eiaion^  t 
do  not  wiab,  oo  bo  Bolemn  an  oecaaion  aa  t  apprehend 
thia  to  be,  to  lay  a  word  which  may  injure  the  feclinga 
of  any  ^ntleroan.  I  must  be  permitted,  howerer,  to 
observe  that  1  felt  aome  diatrukt  of  tbeir  nncerity.  I 
thoug:ht  I  saw  a  course  marked  out  which  muat  lead  to 
the  utter  and  entire  destractian  of  the  proteetive  qratem. 
The  great  question  so  long:  ajrioted  between  different 

Cortions  of  the  Union  haa  not  been  whether,  in  layinga 
ill  for  reTenue^  the  Government  may  not  levy  a  duty 
which  ^ves  incidental  protection  to  the  industry  of  our 
own  eitizena,  for  this  none  will  denyt  but  whether  such 
protection  is,  in  itself,  a  proper  and  legitimate  object  for 
which  taxes  may  be  Uid.  The  friends  of  the  protective 
policy  have  alwaya  maintained  (he  latter  proposition. 
But  if  the  present  bill  is  to  paaa,  and  the  principle! 
•Towed  by  its  advocates  are  to  be  carried  out,  the  con- 
■rquence  will  necessarily  be,  that  the  whole  grounds  on 
which  the  protective  policy  resit  must  be  abandoned, 
and  the  country  given  over  to  that  vacillating  course 
which  leave*  to  indualry  and  enterpriae  nothing  sure  and 
■ti^le^noUiinr  on  which  the  public  can  calculate  with 
the  least  aecanty. 

Entertaining  these  views  In  regard  to  the  adminiatra- 
tion,  1  aaw,  in  1633,  that  a  greet  erins  had  arisen.  I 
saw,  on  one  band,  that  we  were  menaced  with  a  speedy 
destruction  of  the  entire  protective  Bystemi  while,  on  the 
other,  I  beheld  one  member  of  the  confederacy  then  on 
the  very  verge  uf  civil  war,  and  felt  persuaded  that,  if 
that  war  should  once  be  commenced,  all  the  other  South* 
ern  Slates  would  infallibly  be  drawn  into  it.  For  the 
double  purpose,  then,  of  saving  the  protective  policy 
from  destruction,  and  saving  this  Union  from  the  borron 
of  civil  war,  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  bring  forward  (hat 
healing  and  tranquillizing  measure,  in  regard  to  which 
tliere  bis  been  so  much  misconception  and  misstatement 
in  the  course  of  the  preient  debate.  That  measure, 
whatever  of  value  or  of  error  it  may  possefr<,  originated 
entirety  with  the  individual  who  ia  now  addressing  the 
Senate.  At  the  time  of  its  conception  be  waa  not  in  the 
tatjf  but  in  Phitadelphis,  whitber  he  had  retired  for  three 
weeka.  While  there,  he  was  called  upon  by  a  commit- 
tee of  manufacturera,  who  disclosed  to  him  their  appre- 
benrions  of  the  imminent  danger  to  which  the  taritt  sys- 
tem was  exposed,  and  who  asked,  with  anxiety,  what 
waa  to  be  donet  whether  no  measure  could  be  deviaed 
to  save  the  manufacluriog  Interesta  from  the  ruin  with 
which  they  were  threatened.  I:  was  to  these  individuals, 
and  not  to  his  friends  In  Congreas,  that  he  Brst  applied 
to  know  whether,  in  their  apprehension,  a  long  lease  of 
the  protective  policy,  even  though  on  a  lower  Bcsle, 
would  not  be  better  than  the  uncertain  slate  with  regard 
to  it  in  which  they  then  were.  To  this  question  not  a 
single  man  (and  he  put  it  to  the  most  intelligent  indi- 
viduals) hesitated  for  a  moment  to  reply  in  the  affirtna- 
ttve.  He  afierwarda  conferred  with  other  manufac- 
tnrer%  and  found  that  they  concurred  in  the  same  view. 
He  then  communiealed  with  his  friends  in  both  Rouses 
of  Congressf  and  among  these  he  found  a  diverwiy  of 
sentiment.  Some  assented  to  the  potitiont  but,  in  a 
consultation  which  was  held,  it  was  not  generally  agreed 
to.  Fortified,  however,  aa  he  wbs  by  the  opinions  uf 
practical  manufacturera,  and  knowing  that  the  great 
evil  which  th^  had  most  eauae  to  dred  was  vaeillatton, 
and  that  what  tbey  roost  wanted  was  certainty  and  tw* 


curity,  and  finding  so  great  a  division  of  sentiment 
among  his  friends  in  Congress,!)  e  acted  (as  he  always 
had  done)  on  his  own  independent  and  aetlled  conviction 
of  what  wsB  right,  and  accordingly  introduced  the  bilL 
1  never  (said  Mr.  C.)  bad  any  interview  or  conference 
with  any  Southern  Senator  prior  to  its  intToduetioiii 
Afterwards,  indeed,  those  Gontersatlolis  took  places 
which  naturally  resulted  ftom  the  effort  on  my  part  to 
bring  other  gentlemen  to  my  way  of  thinking,  and,  on 
their  part,  to  dd  the  same  *ith  respect  to  the.  The 
result  waa,  that.  In  almost  tftty  instance^  gentleffleff 
from  the  South  were  induced  to  come  ap  (o  (be  support 
of  the  measure,  with  but  very  slight  variations.  Oil 
one  very  important  feature  of  the  plan,  however,  (1  re* 
fer  to  the  home  valuation  u  a  standard  of  taxation,  in- 
stead of  tlie  valuation  In  foreign  port*,)  I  asceruined 
that  there  would  be  a  determined  oppoaition  on  the 
part  of  the  South;  and  so  unyielding  did  I  apprehend 
that  opposition  to  be,  that  I  eame  to  the  House  at  eleven 
o'clock,  under  a  full  conviction  that  Southern  gentlemen 
would  not  give  way,  and  that  the  bill  wnuld,  in  conae* 
quence,  be  lost.  But  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
na, [Mr.  Calhouh,]  who  eons'dered  himself,  on  that  oc- 
casion, as  representing  the  great  Southern  interest,  (for 
a  Senator  from  Virginia  had  declared  in  committee  that 
whatever  would  satisfy  South  Carolina  would  satisfy 
Virginia,)  rose,  in  a  manner  very  agreeable  to  me,  and 
slated  that  he  would  waive  his  objection  to  the  bill,  ac- 
companying that  statement,  however,  with  a  declaration 
that  he  did  not  bold  himself  bound  by  the  proposed 
compromise  so  as  to  preclude  him  from  the  free  es- 
erciae  of  his  judgment  on  a  ftitore  occasion. 

This  (said  Hr.  C.)  is  the  blalory  of  that  bilL  All  that 
bas  been  said  about  ita  having  been  concocted  by  the 
joint  efiorta  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  and  my- 
aelf  ia  absolutely  without  one  particle  of  truth.  Ily  firat 
Communication,  as  I  have  atated,  was  with  the  manufao- 
turerst  I  then  submitted  the  plan  to  the  late  Mr.  Johnston, 
of  Louisiana,  and  to  the  Senatorfrom  Maauobuaetta,  [Mr. 
WsasTaB.}  The  former,  on  consideration,  gave  hia  as- 
sent to  iti  the  latter  neverdid)  but  I  was  aoBupported  by 
thoae  who  thought  themselves  well  acquainted  with  the 
wishes  and  the  interesta  of  the  manufacturers,  that  I  felt 
it  my  duty  to  bring  forward  the  measure,  notwithstanding 
hia  dissatisfaction,  openly  expressed. 

Such  having  been  the  origin  of  the  bill,  let  meatkfor 
a  moment  what  were  its  provisions?  The  Aratandgreat 
purpoae  I  propoaed  to  myself  (a  purpose  which  muat  be 
effectually  destroyed  if  the  present  bill  shall  become  a 
law)  waa  to  withdraw  Ihe  protection  of  the  manufactur- 
ing industry  of  Ihe  country  from  all  connexion  with  pol- 
itics, and  lei  it  flourish  unaffected  by  the  vacillations  of 
political  contest.  The  bill  then  provided  a  biennial  re- 
duction, at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent.,  on  all  duties  over  30 
per  cent.,  till  the  Ut  of  December,  1841;  in  June  fol- 
lowing, one  half  of  the  remaining  excess  of  duties  over 
20  per  eent.,  and  aoon  after  the  residue-  To  this  bill  it 
was  objected  that  the  manufacturing  interest  could  never 
live  under  it.  But  wbafhas  been  the  Ucti  The  law 
has  now  been  in  operation  for  four  years,  and  have  you 
heard  any  complaints  from  thai  inierestf  Can  any  period 
of  four  year^  be  pointed  out  in  which  it  haa  ei^oyed 
greater  prosperity  >  But  it  waa  urged,  that  although  iba 
manufacturers  might  get  along  till  1843;  yet,  when  that 
time  should  arrive,  they  could  no  longer  exist  under  the 
remnant  of  protection  which  would  then  be  left  ihemi  that 
is,  with  a  duty  of  30  per  cent.,  the  home  valuation,  and 
the  cash  payment.  In  reply  to  thia  1  said  then,  and  I 
aay  now,  that  no  man  can  tell  beforehand  whether  this 
protection  will  be  found  sufficient  or  not.  For  myself,  I 
do  believe  that  the  leading  manufacturing  interests  of 
the  country  can  subsist  under  ii|  but^uJ^ititL  then,  I 
DOW  say,  thatint  AaUbeifiitatd^MtfiaVwI^marcon* 
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or  two  particular  bnnche*  wbicb  cannot  proceed  with- 
out a  greater  protection,  tbey  will  but  form  an  exception 
to  tbe  general  rulej  and  I  entertain  no  doubt,  judging 
from  the  good  disposition  which  bai  been  manifested  to- 
wards the  plan,  that  the  requisite  protection  may  be  so  far 
extended  by  general  content  aa  to  corer  these,  without 
the  general  rule  being  thereby  practically  violated.  At 
all  ereiiti,  I  aik(  a  it  not  right  at  least  to  nwke  Uie  ex- 
perimeatr 

^  It  hu  bc«D  Mid  that  tbe  compromise  bill  is  not  so 
binding  in  its  authority  but  that  )Ou  hare  power  to  touch 
it  whenever  circumstances  shall  appear  to  require  iu 
modification.  And  who  denies  thisf  K  was  admitted  at 
tbe  time  that  Congress  might  modify  the  bill  if  it  became 
necessary.  This  none  will  deny.  But  do  not  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  the  bill  was  passed,  do  not  the 
great  and  conflicting  interests  it  was  intended  to  settle, 
■nd,  above  all,  do  not  tbe  tranquillizing  effects  which  have 
pervaded  the  country  since  its  enactment,  and  the 
numerous  important  arrangements  which  have  been  en- 
tered into  on  the  calculation  of  its  continuance,  although 
tbey  may  not  stamp  tbe  act  as  inviolable  without  a 
breach  of  faith,  yet  combine  to  show  that  it  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly indiscreet  inCungrew  to  disturb  an  arrangement 
of  Ibii  character?  Have  not  other  great  interests  of  this 
Uoioo  been  permanently  compromised  by  acts  which 
ere  equally  within  the  power  of  Congress  with  the  law 
of  1833?  1  allude,  as  one  striking  exam^jle,  to  the  set- 
tlement of  tbe  much-agitated  Hitsouri  question,  by  which 
the  latitude  of  36  deg.  SO  min.  has  been  established  as 
the  extreme  boundary  for  the  existence  of  slavery  with* 
in  that  Slate.  Has  not  Congress  a  right  to  repeal  that 
law?  But  what  would  those  Southern  gentlemen,  who 
now  io  strenuously  ui^  ui  to  a  violation  of  our  Implied 
faith  in  regard  to  tbe  act  of  1833,  aay  tg  this  House  if  it 
rttould  attempt  a  measure  like  that?  Should  we  not  bear 
remonstrances,  in  the  loudest  tone  and  moat  earnest  lan- 
guage, througliout  the  entire  land?  Yet,  what  propriety 
IS  tliere  in  lending  ourselves  to  a  violation  of  another 
compromise,  while  we  bold  fast  to  this,  which  is  so  dear 
to  them? 

Ii  has  been  said,  and  with  some  emphasis,  that  the 
Senate  has  beard  no  pledget  given  by  members  on  this 
flirle  of  the  House.  That  ii  not  exactly  truei  for  several 
gentlemen  have  expressly  said  that  they  do  feel  thera- 
aelves  bound  to  observe  the  provisions  of  the  compromise 
law.  I,  for  one,  have  always  felt  myself  held  in  honor, 
and  by  every  principle  which  ought  to  regulate  the  con- 
duct of  a  public  man,  to  aucb  an  observancr.  But  of 
what  avail  are  individual  pledges'  And  who  is  it  that 
kski  for  them?  Has  there  4een  any  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  North  to  disturb  this  arrangement?  None  what- 
ever. It  i*  the  party  which  calls  thus  fur  pledges  that 
fa  tlie  moving,  the  threatening,  the  acting  party,  (with 
the  honorable  exceptions  of  the  two  Senators  from  South 
Carolina,  the  (wo  from  Tennessee,  and  one  of  the  Sena- 
tors from  Mississippi,)  and  wtii>,  while  giving  themselves 
no  pledges  at  all,  are  proposing  measures  which,  on  the 
contrary,  go  to  set  aside  tbe  compromise  entirely.  The 
North  hadsat  by  in  silent  acquiescence.  It  has  made  no 
movement  whatever  in  opposition  to  the  law;  while  (he 
opposite  party,  who  atone  threaten  to  disturb  the  com- 
promise, call  on  us  for  pledgea  to  its  (observance.  But  are 
there,  in  fac',  no  such  pledges  given  ?  What  is  the  language 
of  the  paper  which  l»s  been  read  to  us  this  morning, 
containing  reaoluUons  on  this  subject,  passed  by  a  vast 
msjority  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts? 
And  what  is  the  laiiguag^e  which  has  been  forwarded  to 
us  from  the  great  central  State  of  Pennsylvania?  Is  not 
tbe,  too,  possessed  with  tbe  conviction  that  tbe  com* 

Sromise  is  to  be  held  aacred?   And  what  is  the  language 
eld  by  the  less  but  still  highly  reapecUble  State  of 
Bhedelsbnd?  It  it  not  of  tbe  tame  tenor?  DociitDOt 


ezpresa  the  same  sentiment?  If  it  could  have  bees  Iw- 
lieved  that  a  serious  det'gn  was  entertained  of  disturimt 
tlut  arrangement  at  this  teuioa  of  Congress^  you  would 
have  heard  not  only  from  these  States,  but  from  Obis^ 
from  Kentucky,  and  from  every  other  Stale  of  this  Unios 
at  all  interested  in  the  protective  policy.  Tbey  all  «outd 
have  concurred  in  declaring,  with  one  voice,  that  ibcy 
held  ibe  act  of  1633  as  of  binding  authotiiy,  by  genenl 
agreement.  These  arc  pledges  worth  infinitely  laon 
than  any  which  could  have  been  given  by  indifnuabta 
this  floor.  If  you  want  further  evidence  of  what  bu  beta 
the  general  understanding  on  this  subject,  look  at  Ik 
universal  burst  of  acclamation  which  followed  the  psMfS 
of  tbe  act,  wherever  it  was  heard  of.  Look  at  tbe  univeml 
peace  and  quietness  which  has  prevailed  througboat till 
country  on  this  subject  ever  stnce;  look  at  the  public  ofi. 
cial  language  of  all  the  several  brancbeaofthisGoreta- 
roent— oftbe  President,  uf  the  Senate,  and  of  tbe  Houseof 
Representatives.  Do  you  find  here  no  evidence  that  it  bM 
been  (he  understanding  of  the  American  people  Ibat  ibit 
Uw  was  to  be  respected,  and  was  to  be  heldinviolatel  But 
what  is  the  language  we  have  heard  on  this  Boar  duiioi 
the  present  debate?  Did  not  the  Senator  from  Virgins 
[Mr.  Itivaa]  distinctly  say  that  he  felt  great  respect  for 
the  compromise  law,  and  should  not  be  willing  ligbllylo 
invade  it'  Yet,  the  otherday,  the  same  gentleaMns|wfci 
of  that  law  as  no  more  than  a  common  act  of  legiilstioa, 
and  as  presenting  no  impediment  whateverto  iheadop* 
tionofany  part  of  the  present  bill.  The  cbiirman  of  tbe 
Committee  on  Finance,  too,  talked  of  its  not  being  pre* 
cisely  a  common  act  of  legislation,  yet  he  said,  id  sub- 
stance, that  it  was  to  be  respected,  and  not  respected.  Ha 
would  respect  it  in  so  far  as  he  liked,  and  be  would  dii> 
regard  it  whenever  it  suited  bit  views  policy.  I  do 
not  consider  the  net  m  possessing  thii  flexible  cbanctcrt 
and  although  1  abould  have  no  objection  to  a  reduetioa 
of  duty  on  one  or  two  articles  in  the  bill,  which  are  nov 
over  30  per  cent.,  yet  I  cannot  consent,  for  the  sskeof 
reaching  this  object,  to  hazard  the  whole  arrangeoMat. 

The  protective  system  is  an  entire  system.  AM  iB 
parts  are  (o  be  regarded  in  their  mutual  connexion  sod 
dependence.  The  moment  you  touch  one  of  theo,  si- 
though  with  the  utiAost  possible  caution,  there  it  do 
saying  when  or  where  )ou  wilt  stop.  You  b^ii^  to* 
day,  with  the  duty  on  salt  and  on  apiritat  bu^  as  you 
have  not  adjusted  the  revenue  question  yet,  to-morrow 
you  may  come  to  aome  other  article  on  which  it  »ill  be 
convenient  to  make  a  reduciioni  there  then  will  be  a 
change  of  the  dramatu  ptrtonxf  and  thus  you  *ill  be 
called  upon,  from  lime  to  time,  to  destroy  the  ijWM 
piecemeal.  Is  thia  (u'ld  Ur.  C.)  the  contetipbtcd 
course  of  the  new  adminiatration?  If  it  is,  then  1  leN 
alt  who  are  interested  In  the  protective  polieyi  1  leU 
Louisiana,  whose  brown  sugar  is  now  so  amply  protect- 
ed(  I  tell  the  woollen  manufacttirers  of  New  H»mpihirt 
and  Massachusetts^  tbe  cotton  manuracturers  of  Coa* 
necticut  and  Rhnde  Islaiidi  and  the  iron-nnsters « 
Pennsylvania,  that  if  they  consent  to  set  tbe  ezsmpw 
by  repealing  the  duties  on  coal*  on  salt,  or  on  ipinii* 
they  will  expose  themselves,  sooner  or  bter,  to  inenU- 
bic  destruction.  Whenever  a  msjority  can  be  fuuntl  to 
accomplish  the  object,  Oie  process,  which  now  sbccU 
others,  will  be  made  to  reach  their  own  most  ftvcno 
snd  chertkhed  interesU.  I  say  to  all,  the  system  ii  o«- 
It  is  a  system  of  mutual  reciprocity.  It  parlakei,  in  >U 
nature,  of  the  genius  of  tbe  Government  under  whidia 
has  grown  up.  As  such  it  must  be  maintained*  if 
Inined  it  io  to  be> 

Wbnt  would  that  portion  of  the  Southern  delegihw 
wbo  are  in  favor  of  this  bill  have  thought,  if  the 
tion  of  tbe  two  interesu  concerned  in  the  comprewiw 
were  reversed?  If,  instead  of  acquiescing  in  tbe  ij^ 
1833,  nnd  cQnfotmic(|g^,j5^^g8gi0g|>^('^ 
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of  confiding  in  the  csered  character  of  that  igreement, 
■nd  proceeding  in  their  buainesi  accordingly,  the  men 
of  the  North  had  come  here,  and  pressed  the  Senate  for 
the  enactment  of  highly  increased  duties  for  protection^ 
What  would  then  have  been  heard  In  a1)  parts  of  this 
tntyt  How  quickly  should  we  have  heard  the  resound- 
ing voicei  of  the  Southern  delegation  In  ardent  and  loud 
remonstrance.  Every  where  throughout  the  South, 
writer*  and  ontors  would  hav*  been  invoking  the 
North  to  have  respect  to  its  engagements.  Every  where 
they  would  be  declaiming  against  opening  the  wounds 
tit  the  country  afresh,  and  again  plunging  the  nation 
Into  the  danger  of  a  civil  war.  And  do  not  our  friends 
from  the  South  recollect  that  men  have  the  same  feel- 
ings In  all  parts  of  our  country^  Do  they  think  they 
can  pass  a  bill  like  this  without  voanding  the  sensibih* 
ties  of  that  great  interest  which  is  concerned  in  the  pro-  ' 
tcetive  system  P  Is  it  right  to  do  so,  admitting  that  they 
posaess  an  accidental  majority.'  Tlie  Senator  from  Vir> 
ginia  consoled  himself  and  his  Southern  friends  by  an 
^nsaurance  that  the  protective  policy  has  not  now  an 
ascendency  in  this  nation.  Where  the  ascendency  ii  in 
th)ij>l)-gaTerned  country,  God  only  knowst  but,  be  it 
where  It  may,  I  conjure  gentlemen  to  let  this  subject 
nione.  Is  it  not  enough  that  they  have  tampered  with 
the  currency^  Is  our  domestic  industry  also  to  be  made 
the  subject  of  experiment^  Are  men  to  go  to  bed  at 
night,  thriving  laborers  and  prospering  capitalists,  and 
not  know  what  they  are  to  be  when  they  awake  in  the 
morning^  Are  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country  to 
be  draifged  into  the  service  of  mere  party  politics* 

I  adjure  the  Senate  to  rise  to  the  greatness  of  Ameri- 
can statesmen,  and  to  atone,  in  some  measure,  for  the 
injuritt  which  have  heretofore  been  inflicted  on  t  bleed- 
ing country.  There  are  some  things  too  dear  to  be 
dragged  into  the  vortex  of  political  contest,  and  made 
the  objects  of  party  calculation.  Let  the  protective 
policy  remain  where  it  h&s  happily  flourished  for  these 
four  years  past.  There  are  yet  but  four  years  more, 
till  we  shall  reach  the  expiration  nf  the  term  limited  by 
the  compromise  bill;  and  all  parts  of  the  country  will 
Acquiesce  in  its  provisions,  if  they  shall  nut  now  be 
rashly  disturbed.  But  if  this  bill  shall  become  a  law, 
from  that  moment  I  shall  hold  myself  absolved  from  all 
obligation  to  observe  that  compromise,  and  shall  be 
ready,  according  as  my  sense  of  the  public  wishes  shall 
point  out  my  duty,  to  augment  the  rate  of  protection  to 
nny  pwn\  which  they  may  require.  And,  let  me  ask, 
•re  gentlemen  quite  sure  that  tliey  shall  retain,  for  yeara 
to  come,  the  ascendency  which  they  imagine  themselves 
now  to  enjoy  against  this  policy  f  Where  are  the  ele- 
ments of  that  great  mass  which  supported  and  enforced 
the  American  system.'  Scattered  by  parly — broken  into 
fragments.  But  it  still  exists  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
Western  States,  In  New  England,  in  New  York  itself) 
end  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  new  combination  may 
arise,  far  stronger  than  any  you  have  yet  seen.  Should 
the  man  whom  yon  of  the  South  have  contributed  to 
place  at  the  head  of  the  Government  recommend  in  his 
next  messsfce  to  Congress  a  revival  of  the  protective 
policy,  would  he  not  find  majorities  in  both  Houses  to 
support  him.'  Does  any  man  doubt  it.'  And  are  gen- 
tlemen of  the' South  prepared  to  see  their  whole  secu- 
rity suspended  on  the  will  of  one  man?  I  trust  not, 

But  such  is  the  state  of  my  health,  that  I  do  not  feel 
myself  able  tu  add  much  more.  I  shall  conclude  my 
remarfca  by  a  motion,  the  object  of  which  is  to  test  the 
opinion  of  this  body  as  to  the  obligation  of  the  compro- 
mise act  of  1833.  That  motion  will  be  to  recommit  lliis 
bill  to  the  Committee  qn  Finance,  with  instructions  to 
strike  from  it  all  those  articles  on  which  there  Is  now 
levied  a  duly  of  30  per  cent,  or  over  I  do  this  for  no 
purpose  of  embarraament.   It  is  not  my  habit  to  em- 


barrass  tlie  proceedings  of  any  I^alatlve  body.  I  have 
been  both  in  the  opposition  and  m  the  majorilyi  and  I 
do  not  approve  and  have  never  practised  on  the  plan  of 
wearying  each  other  out  by  propositions  merely  intend- 
ed to  perplex  and  thwart  the  course  ot  an  opposing 
parly.  The  manly,  the  becoming  course  is  fairly  to 
bring  up  mind  to  mind — patriotism  on  one  side  to  pa* 
triotism  on  the  otbert  and,  when  the  intellectual  strug- 
gle is  over,  to  yield  as  promptly  at  we  here  contendM 
vigorously.   The  majority  must  ever  govern. 

We  have  had  a  succession  of  motions  in  relation  to 
particular  articles  comprised  in  this  bilit  and  as  it  may 
oAen  hsppen  that  a  gentleman  will  feel  himself  bound 
to  vote  in  relation  to  some  particular  interest  in  a  manner 
difTerent  from  those  with  whom  he  ordinarily  acts,  it  hu 
come  to  pass  that  the  majoritiea  on  these  difTerent  por- 
tiona  of  the  bill  have  considerably  varied.  I  now  wish 
to  test  the  Senate  in  a  group,  so  that  there  may  be  no 
escape  on  the  ground  of  individual  situation,  in  order 
that  the  country  may  know  whether  Congreu  regards 
its  faith  as  pledged  or  not  to  an  observance  of  the  act  of 
1833.  I  am  also  moved  by  the  considenlion  that  there 
are  one  or  two  articleainthis  bill,  with  respect  to  which 
my  own  Slate  feels  a  particular  interest;  an  IntereK* 
however,  which  is  not  confined  to  her,  but  which  ex- 
tends to  western  New  Tork,  to  western  Pennsylvania, 
and  all  the  grain-growing  States  west  of  the  Alleghanies. 
The  article  to  which  1  more  particularly  refer  is,  with 
the  exception  of  cotton  bagging,  the  only  one  which 
gives  us  any  personal  concern  in  the  protective  policy. 
(  allude  to  foreign  fpirits,  on  which  it  is  now  proposed 
to  reduce  the  duty  to  thirty-three  and  a  third  cents— a 
sum  exceeding  the  average  price  of  the  American  ar- 
tide  which  is  the  rival  of  the  foreign.  And  under  what 
circumstances  is  this  reduction  proposed?  There  is  not 
now  a  civilized  nation  in  the  world  whose  system  of 
duties  does  not  amount  to  an  absolute  prohibition  of  the 
introduction  of  foreign  liquors.  Holland,  liberal  as  her 
general  poKcy  is,  has,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  her 
own  production,  excluded  all  foreign  Fquora  whatever. 
England  excludes  a  Urge  majority  of  them.  Franee 
does  the  tame  thing*  and  yet,  at  this  moment,  while 
we  are  thus  excluded  from  the  markets  of  all  the  world, 
it  is  proposed  to  reduce  the  protecting  duty  of  our  own 
citizens  on  this  article  one  half.  And  when  and  how  is 
this  to  be  done?  Of  all  foreign  nations,  England  and 
France  will  be  most  benefited  by  such  a  reduction. 
Now,  it  ia  well  known  that,  at  this  moment,  our  tobacco 
interest  has  lo  struggle  against  the  r^for  of  their  lavs, 
which,  in  effect,  are  almost  exclusive  of  thia  American 
product.  Tet,  instead  of  leaving  in  the  hands  of  our 
negotiaton  the  article  of  brandies,  to  be  bslanced 
against  that  of  tobacco,  It  ia  propoaed,  without  any 
equivalent,  to  reduoe  the  duty  on  foreign  spirila  from 
66|  cents  to  33i  cents. 

1  shall  conclude  by  submitting  the  motion  which  I  have 
already  namedf  and  when  the  Senate  brings  to  remem- 
brance the  good  feeling  which  the  eompromtae  hu  thus 
far  produced,  the  tranquillity  which  an  acquiescence  in 
it  by  both  sides  has  given  to  the  whole  country;  and 
when  they  consider,  especially,  what  our  condilinn  is  in 
reference  to  another  interest,  very  dear  lo  the  Soulh, 
and  on  which  the  Norlh  is  now  assailing  them,  will  lliey 
deem  it  wise  to  loose  these  bonds  of^  peace,  in  order 
that  the  South  may  in  turn  assail  the  Nortli?  Is  this 
right'  Is  it  wise?  Does  it  become  us  as  American 
statesmen?  Is  it  not  better  that  we  submit  to  iliatwhieb, 
after  all,  is  but  a  conjectural  evil— I  mean  the  inconve- 
niences of  an  excessive  revenue — than  at  once  to  break 
down  all  those  barriers  which  have  guarded  us  against 
evils  more  tlian  imaginary?  Shall  we  reopen  again  this 
source  of  eternal  contention — the  tariff  question?  1  ad- 
jure gentlemen  not  to  throw  into  the  political  caldron. 
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already  too  likely  to  overflow*  thii  new  element  of  dw> 
pule  and  heart*buritinjr.  I  Iruat  that*  under  theae  con- 
atdenttonti  the  majority  will  concur  in  the  nwtion  now 
submitted,  and  that  we  ahall  tbua  have  a  bill  containing 
those  itenu  only  on  which  there  ta  no  dispute. 

Hr.  Cut's  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  nega- 
tived, by  the  following  vote: 

Tus — Messrs.  Bayard.  BUck.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Knight,  lIcKean,  Moore,  Morrii^  Prentiss,  Prea- 
too,  Robbins,  Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlin- 
lon.  Wall,  Webatf  r— 34. 

NATS-~Messrs.  Benton,  Drown,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of 
Illinoiis  Fulton,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama.  King  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Houlon.  Nicholas.  Nilex,  Norrell, 
Page,  Parker.  Rives,  Rubinaon,  Ru^gles.  Sevier, 
Strange.  Tallmadge.  Walker,  Wliite,  Wrigbt-35. 

The  debate  waa  further  continued  by  Uesars.  PRES- 
TON and  BLACK. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  be  waa  fully  apprized  of  the  im- 
patience of  the  Senate,  and  reerelled  to  detain  tbem  at 
so  late  an  hourt  but  he  could  not  avoid  saying  a  few 
words  before  the  question  should  be  put  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.  It  now  appears  (uid  Mr.  C. )  that  the 
administration  party  did  not  intend  to  respect  the  provi- 
aiona  of  the  compromise  law.  The  people  of  the  North 
K«n,  with  but  little  exception,  to  be  dispoaed  to  adhere 
to  it.  The  question  then  ariaes,  what  course  ought  to  be 
pursued  by  me,  and  by  those  who  act  witb  me,  on  thia 
aubjecif  The  course,  as  I  apprehend,  ts  an  obvious  one. 
So  far  as  the  manufacturing  interests  are  coocemed, 
they  concur  in  the  arrangement)  not  a  petition  has  been 
preaented,  not  an  effort  has  in  any  shape  been  made, 
to  disturb  it.  The  present  is  the  first  attempt  which  we 
have  witnessed  in  any  wise  to  interfere  with  it.  And 
this  attempt  is  not  made  manufteturers,  but  by  politi> 
cianst  and  by  politiciana  from  tlie  manuftcturing  region 
of  the  Union.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  the  South, 
which  has  so  deep  a  stake  in  the  observance  of  the  com- 
promise, sbould*give  any  countenance  to  such  a  design. 
This  bill  does  not  violate  our  share  of  that  srrangement| 
not  an  article  of  it|  the  violation  is  of  that  part  of  the 
bargain  which  belongs  to  the  North.  It  rests,  therefore, 
with  tbe  Northern  intereat  to  aay  whether  they  will  sua- 
tain  their  public  men  in  toich  an  attempt  or  not.  I  leave 
it  to  them  to  aeltle  the  queation. 

As  to  myself,  I  care  not  how  many  duties  are  taken 
off,  provided  it  be  done  by  gentlemen  from  that  section 
of  the  Union;  but,  in  the  mran  time,  I  shall  do  my  duty. 
We  of  the  South,  it  is  alwayato  be  remembered,  are 
the  weaker  interest  t  in  this  sort  of  contest  it  is  we  who 
are  to  be  the  aufferera.  I  therefore,  for  one,  will  not 
vote  to  diatiirb  tbe  eompromiae  of  1833. 

I  am  not,  however,  much  curpriscd  that  the  friends  of 
the  administration  from  the  Southern  States  should  be 
tempted  to  give  their  votes  for  this  bill.  We  haVe  long 
warred  against  the  tariff;  and  »hen  a  propoiilion  is  made 
for  repealing  any  portion  of  it,  it  ii  not  wonderful  that 
they  should  seize  upon  it  with  avidity.  But  let  me 
tell  them  to  beware.  Will  you,  fur  the  trifiing  ben- 
efit now  held  out  to  you,  establish  the  principle  that  the 
act  of  1833  is  to  be  disregarded?  You  may  now  make 
a  small  reduction  in  violslton  of  its  provitions;  but  do 
you  forget  that,  if  that  act  remains  inviolate,  in  1842  six 
tenths  of  the  whole  protective  duties  will  go  ofT^  Let 
me  tell  my  Southern  friends  that  I  know  the  men  with 
whom  we  have  to  deal.  Abandon  tbe  compromibe,  and 
they  will  be  among  the  first  to  resist  all  future  reduction. 
We  see  the  bait,  but  we  do  not  perceive  the  hook  that 
lies  under  i'.  We  see  a  proposition  to  repeal  the  duty 
on  sahi  the  motion,  eomii^  from  a  New  York.  Senator, 
haa  (be  appearance  of  great  magoaniroityi  but  we  did 
not  remember,  till  we  were  reminded  of  it,  ibtt  New 


York  has  laid  a  State  tax  of  aix  emts  a  buibel  oa  sH  alt 
aseendhig  her  canals.  Thia  salt  duty  is  tbe  bail(  sal 
for  the  sake  of  thia  amall  gain  we  are  mvited  to  dislnb 
the  arrangement*  of  the  eompromiae.  But  I  on  tcl 
these  fishers,  th^  ahall  not  catch  me.  1  was  caught  om 
by  following  the  aame  lead.  I  am  not  to  be  esoghli 
second  time.  Wait  t'dl  1843,  and  yoa  will  find  tU 
which  I  say  is  true. 

We  hive  been  told  that  the  Senators  in  the  typMt- 
tion  have  given  no  pledges  to  «>b serve  tbe  compMBi 
hiwf  but  1  ask,  have  ritber  the  cbairiBan  of  the  C«Bail> 
tee  on  Finance,  or  other  gentlei»en  of  the  mm  par^, 
given  any  pledge  that  they  will  not  violate  ihit  eoapro. 
miae  when  the  year  1842  cornea?  They  are  aowfof  re- 
ducing duties)  but  will  they  not  then  be  fot  »rrn(> 
ing  the  reduction  provided  by  that  act?  Rely  open  it( 
that  is  the  very  thing  that  they  have  in  view.  Tbeir 
proTeaaed  object  is  to  get  rid  of  the  aurptus,  and  ibtf 
talk  of  making  war  upon  tbe  protective  qrBten,aDdeTeB 
of  its  entire  overthrow. 

When  men  make  profesuons,  I  am  called  upon  to 
judge  of  their  aincerity )  I  am  in  the  habit  of  lookii^  it 
the  measures  they  pursue,  and  whether  these  messurtt 
are  the  fit  and  appropriate  means  toward  the  end  ihtj 
profeas  to  have  in  viewi  and  if  I  perceive  that  they  m 
not,  I  hold  it  proper  to  be  on  my  guard.  I  ad^  ^ 
theaa  gentlemen  tre  opposed  to  having  a  surplus istn 
Treaaury,  and  1  perceive  that  they  have  given  a  pMp 
to  the  South  that  they  mean  to  make  war  upon  the  p»- 
teetive  system.  Such  being  their  aim,  whatisthemooe 
which  they  ought  to  take  to  attain  it?  Is  not  that  owde 
obvious?  Should  they  pxk  out  the  article  of  »lt,  to  «• 
celerate  the  reduction  propoaed  by  the  cooiproauseti 
1833?  It  waa  one  defect  of  that  arranj;eneiitlhatibl 
reduction  proposed  by  it  wu  to  be  too  rapid  towaidi 
close,  and  lou  slow  in  the  beginning.  Tbeobvioesruw 
of  proceeding  would  rather  ha»e  been  to  make  it  seiS 
at  first,  and  slow  aAerwarda.  It  would  have  bees  pe^ 
fectly  easy  to  aay  that  the  amount  of  all  protective  doli« 
abould  have  been  reduced  one  fifth  on  the  l*t  of  Jawu- 
ry,  in  every  year,  for  the  five  years.  That  w*  ukl  I»« 
reduced  a  greater  amount  than  the  whole  of  what  iipi*' 
poaed  by  thia  bill,  and  would  have  given  a  tan  pc4* 
to  the  South  that  gentlemen  were  uncereintberr^ 
feasiona  and  promites.  I  should  then  have  beww 
them.  But  when  t  see  them  proceed  to  select  articiM 
not  made  in  the  Statea  where  they  have  (he  m^^h 
and  aee  them  opposing  the  reduction  on  articles  sitde  m 
Statrs  where  they  have  not,  I  am  naiurallyled  to  »r^ 
diet  that,  in  1842,  ihey  will  come  here  andttllB>»« 
the  reduction  proposed  by  the  compromise  act  • 
rap'd. 

Our  frienda  of  the  South  (I  speak  now  of  such 
friends  of  the  adminiatfation,  wbo  are  all  deeply  mtxi- 
ested  in  the  articles  of  eotton  and  tobacco,  and 
relation  to  thoae  article^  move  all  together,  ■** 
be  sincere)  found  their  course  on  the  declaration  of  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Rivas,]  who  comes 
here  as  the  personal  friend  and  political  organ  of  w* 
Preaident  elect.  That  Senator  tells  us  that  Mr.  Vaa  Wj 
ren  ia  a  *<  practical  politician."  And  when  be  ^ 
what  Mr.  Van  Buren  proposes  to  do,  his  reply  * 
tliat  he  intends  to  reduce  the  tariff  in  such  a  msniKr  u 
that  it  shall  not  be  injurious  to  an^  great  interest  of  » 
country.  And  what,  I  pray  you,  is  this  but  the  oW  w< 
which  has  been  sung  in  our  ears  a  thousand  timetf  ^ 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  oM  atory  of  a  "ju* 
cirua  tariff,"  The  Senator  from  Kentucky,  the  8eam| 
from  Massachusettn,  and  all  the  Irieoda  of  the  protwWe 
policy,  are  for  a  tariff  which  shall  not  be  injunoostoW 
of  the  great  intereala  of  the  country.  They  have  ne« 
asked  for  any  thing  elae,  if  you^ke  their  accaaiH« 
•1;  and  yet  for  thia  W|H?e^^*5TOP©<9g4(?  *^ 
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bRDd  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  we  of  tbe  South  are 
asked  lo  surrender  the  imoieDse  advantages  secured  lo 
uaby  tbe  act  of  ISSS—tn  act  which  explicitly  provides 
that  the  dutiet  shall  come  off  at  a  cerUin  specified  rate 
until  the  whole  are  gone.  Sir.  this  word  pradieal  la  a 
verjr  important  word.  We  call  a  man  a  practical  man 
who  is  a  man  of  buiiness,  who  is  practical  in  bit  business- 
Mr.  Van  Buren  is  a  politician.  That  la  bis  business,  and 
we  are  told  (hat  be  is  a  practical  politician.  Now,  sir, 
what  sort  of  an  animal  is  a  practical  polilicisn?  I  will 
endearor  to  describe  it.  It  is  a  man  who  considers  the 
teri|u  jttttiee,  rights  pairioiiamt  &c.»  aa  all  being  so 
many  abstractions,  mere  vague  phrases,  which  it  is  very 
well  to  use,  but  which  are  to  be  shaped  wholly  by  cir< 
ciunatances.  It  is  a  man  who  acts  in  each  peculiar  June- 
ture  aa  expediency  may  require;  who  studies  tbe  men 
about  bira  with  great  care,  with  a  view  to  a  giren  endi 
wlio  studies  especially  iheir  aasaiUble  points,  and  who 
uses  them  as  instrument)  for  the  accumplishment  of  his 
own  purpoaea.  If,  for  example,  there  be  near  him  a 
Chief  Magistrate  distinguished  by  strong  passions,  a  very 
determined  will,  and  a  good  deal  of  personal  vanity, 
he  will  touch  that  vanity,  and,  by  skilfully  playing  upon 
it,  will  get  bold  of  the  mind  and  will  of  its  posseasori 
and  having  once  obtained  a  firm  hold  upon  the  Chief 
Uagistrate,  he  will  employ  the  power  and  influence  of 
■uoh  an  individual  to  an  object  eminently  practical,  viz: 
the  attainment  of  hia  own  political  ends.  Tbe  same 
Ibing  he  does  with  all  other  men  around  hire.  He  uiea 
them  all,  be  turns  them  all  to  practical  use,  for  he  is 
liiouelf  "practical."  He  looks  at  particulars,  and  con- 
riders  all  propoBitions  of  a  general  nature  as  mere  ab- 
atractions,  with  which  a  wise  man  will  not  loo  much 
concern  bimself.  A  practical  politician  judges  of  all  ac- 
tions by  the  event.  Ifibeyare  successful,  be  is  in  favor 
of  ihenii  if  not,  not.  lie  adopts  {precisely  the  policy 
that  was  pursued  in  tbe  Italian  republics,  and  weighs 
every  principle  of  monds  and  patriotism  by  the  degree 
in  which  it  will  conduce  to  a  certain  given  purpose 
which  is  to  be  gained.  This  is  a  practical  politician. 
And  now  I  will  tell  you  how  such  a  politician  is  likely  to 
act  in  regard  to  the  tariff  question.  He  sees  in  the 
opening  of  that  question  again  the  means  &nd  prospect 
of  a  great  increase  of  powert  by  rightly  managing  the 
different  States,  and  displaying  lli^m  ofl^  in  a  skilful 
manner  against  each  other,  and  standing  ready  to  make 
tbe  moat  of  every  result,  he  will  hope  to  gtt  into  bis 
bands  an  entire  control.  By  putting  all  tilings  afloat, 
he  calculates  to  bring  them  all  under  the  Government  to 
b«  managedt  and  this,  let  that  management  result  as  it 
may  to  them,  must  be  promotive  of  his  interest.  Now, 
the  South,  as  we  all  know,  has  an  interest  in  the  princi- 
ples of  free  trade.  What  is  likely  to  be  her  fate  under 
aueh  a  ayatem  of  things  it  is  wg  to  tell.  She  brings 
him  tbe  least  weight,  and  her  interest  will  therefore  be 
the  soonest  disposed  of,  in  whatever  way  H  can  be  made 
the  most  of. 

Entertaining  these  view),  I  cannot  consent  to  change 
my  position.  I  am  fur  adhering  to  the  compromise.  I 
think  that  the  act  holds  out  to  us  of  the  South  great  ad- 
vantages, while,  at  the  same  lime,  (he  nunufactures  of 
tbe  ooumry  flourish  under  it;  (and  whatever  may  have 
been  Haid  or  thought,  I  am  no  enemy  to  the  manufactur- 
ing interest,  nor  ever  have  been.)  1  think  they  will  go 
through  tbe  reduction  uninjured,  provided  we  can 
but  have  a  aound  currency)  for  nothing  can  be  so  tnjuri- 
oufl  to  the  protective  principle  as  a  currency  that  is  un- 
aound.  We  all  desire  that  (he  manurac(urers  may  get 
through  the  descent  safely]  and  with  a  sound  currency 
they  may  do  it.  Calculating  on  the  same  rate  of  impbr- 
tatiun  aa  now  exists,  the  amount  of  duties  in  1842  will 
not  exceed  ten  miUioiu.  I  say,  therefore,  let  the  coun- 
try reoMia  quietf  disturb  not  this  tong-vexed  question. 
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He  who  shall  deliberately  disturb  it  will  give  evidence 
either  that  he  disregards  the  public  interest,  or  that  he 
misunderstands  it.  I  regret  that  a  single  article  has 
been  inserted  in  this  bill  going  to  disturb  the  arrange* 
menta  of  tbe  compromise.  I  am  sorry  (hat  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Clat]  did  not  succeed  in  his  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  with  instructions.  Had  these  dis- 
puted articles  been  stricken  from  it,  the  bill  would  have 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  almost  unantmoua- 
1y.  t(  is  now  Ute  in  the  session,  and  it  is  exceedingly 
doubtful  whether  the  bill  in  tia  present  shape  can  pass 
that  body.  1  hope  that  some  gentleman  who  voted  with 
tbe  majority  will  yet  move  a  reconwderation,  and  let  us 
have  the  bill  in  such  a  shape  that  we  can  pass  it  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  TIPrON  aaid  that  as  he  expected,  on  the  vote 
now  about  to  be  taken,  to  separate  from  muat  of  the  politi- 
cal friends  with  whom  he  was  in  the  habit  of  acting,  and 
with  whom  he  still  intended  to  act,  whenever  he  could 
do  so  without  injury  to  his  own  immediate  constituents 
or  to  (he  country  at  large,  he  would  claim  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate  while  he  briefly  stated-some  of  th^ 
reasons  which  would  govern  his  vote  on  the  pi;esent  mo- 
tion to  recommit  the  bill. 

He  considered  it  wise  In  an  American  statesman,  when 
legislatini;  in  regard  to  the  duties  to  be  imposed  on  for- 
eign goods  im')>orted  into  this  country,  lo  have  a  regard 
not  merely  to  the  raising  of  revenue,  but  also  (o  the  pro- 
tection of  American  industry.  It  was  this  opinion  which 
had  governed  hia  eourse  in  regaid  to  the  famoua  com* 
promise  bill  of  1833,  as  well  as  all  other  lawa  connected 
with  the  tariff,  which  had  pat'sed  the  Senate  since  he  had 
had  the  hj)nor  of  a  seat  on  that  floor,  and  which  would 
continue  to  do  so  in  future.  He  did  not  consider  it  wise 
or  necessary  to  agitate  the  (arilf  question  at  the  present 
sh^rt  session  of  Congress.  No  such  measure  had  been 
called  fur  by  any  expression  of  Ihe  will  of  the  people. 
It  had  been  forced  upon  the  consideration  of  tbe  Seiute 
by  a  spontaneous  movement  on  tbe  part  of  thoae  who 
bad  brought  it  forward.  Certain  Senators  had  enter* 
tained  the  body  by  giving  to  (he  Senate  a  history  of  (he 
passage  of  the  larifl'  bill  of  1838,  particularly  as  connect- 
ed with  tbe  business  of  President-making,  and,  in  so  do. 
ing,  it  appeared  to  him  that  some  of  those  genlteoien  did 
not  look  to  the  future.  Aa  for  himself,  he  had  had  no 
concern  in  the  passing  of  that  law,  nor  was  he  willing 
again  to  move  tbe  tariff  question,  or  to  commence  Pres- 
ident-making at  this  time.  The  session  was  bo  far  ad* 
vanced  that  there  did  not  remain  time  suflicient  for  that 
mature  consideration  which  a  subject  of  so  much  impor- 
tance justly  demanded.  There  were  but  Ave  more  bu- 
siness days  now  remaining,  and  he  therefore  thought  it 
would  be  far  better  to  postpone  the  aubject  to  the  next 
leasion  of  Congress. 

But  tfthe  bill  must  pass,  Mr.  T.  should  vole  for  its  re- 
commitment, in  order  that  it  might  he  so  amended  as  to 
continue  the  protection  on  China,  porcelain,  earthen 
and  stone  ware,  also  on  foreign  spirits  and  wines  of 
every  description,  and  on  blankets  and  woollen  goods. 
Should  the  bill  become  a  law  in  its  present  shape,  it 
would  most  injuriously  affect  a  portion  of  his  own  con- 
s(itueni8t  and  he  felt  it  hia  duty  to  make  an  effort  to  hare 
it  amended.  An  opinion  had  long  prevailed  in  this  coun- 
try, that  the  particular  species  of  clay  used  in  the  manu- 
facture  of  China  and  porcelain  was  nowhere  to  be  found 
in  North  America;  but  recent  examination  had  convinced 
those  who  were  practically  acquainted  with  the  busi- 
ness, and  therefore  fully  competent  to  judge,  that  clay 
of  this  description  existed  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  and 
(bat  of  so  superior  a  quality  that  ware  might  be  oianu* 
factured  from  it  equal  to  any  now  imported  from  Eng- 
land. An  English  gentleman,  who  bad  been  extensively 
engaged  in  this  manuractBi^i»fecl«f  «»i@b<d%l®»d  re- 
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cently  mftde  a  Urge  inTCstment  in  the  SUte  of  Indiana, 
ami  was  about  tocoirmence  thebuainenon  an  extenaive 
scale  in  that  Slate.  Beaidea  thia  eatablisliment,  Mr.  T. 
believed  tbat  there  was  but  one  other  of  the  kind  in  the 
United  Statea,  and  that  vai  aituatrd  at  Jcrary  city,  im- 
medtatcty  oppoaile  New  York.  The  eatablibhn-ebt  In 
Philadflpliia  waa  confined  to  Cbina  ware  alone.  At 
thcae  two  porcelain  eatabliahmenta,  American  ciltzena 
bad  invealed  tbeir  property,  and  were  makinf^  laudable 
exertions  to  compete^  in  Ibis  branch  of  induklry,  with 
Britiib  skill  and  British  capitalt  and  it  aurely  waa  incum- 
bent upon  a  wise  Government  to  extend  to  enlerpriainp 
individnala  of  Ihii  detcription  its  protection  and  eneour* 
agcment.  The  amount  of  the  foreign  article  imported 
into  Ibia  country  during  the  last  year  was  $1,697(683,  on 
which  a  duty  waa  paid  of  $339,336.  Thia  duty  mfforded 
t  8t]fficient  protection;  but  if  it  ahould  be  abolished,  the 
most  serious  inconvenience  and  injury,  and  not  improb- 
ably total  ruin*  would  reault  to  the  estabtislimenla  at  Jer* 
■ey  city  and  in  Indiana. 

The  same  remarks  would  apply  to  the  proposed  re* 
duction  of  the  duty  on  blankets  uaed  in  the  Indian  trade. 
The  Senator  from  Hissourii  [Mr.  Bxhtow,]  who  advo* 
cated  this  measure,-  did  so  on  information  furniihed  to 
faim  by  John  Jacob  Astor,  a  merchant,  long  and  exten- 
aively  connected  with  the  American  Fur  Company.  It 
was  very  true  tbat  blankets  suited  to  our  trade  with  the 
Northwestern  Indiana  had  never  been  manufactured  in 
the  United  Stater.  Those  referred  to  in  Mr.  Aator'a 
letter*  which  bad  been  read  to  the  Senate,  were  nana- 
lectured  in  England  especially  for  tbat  trade.  They  had 
been  Introduced  many  yeara  ago  by  the  English  North' 
vest  or  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  through  iheir  trading 
posts  on  Hudson's  bay,  or  by  the  way  of  Montreal  and 
Mackinac,  and  distributed  as  presenla  from  the  British 
Government,  or  sold  by  (he  fur  traders,  to  the  Indianii 
from  which  circumstance  they  were  bmiliarly  known  all 
over  the  Northwest  by  the  name  of  Mackinac  blankets. 
Every  trader  who  went  into  tbe  Indian  country  found  it 
neeeasary,  to  satisfy  the  Indians,  that  the  blankets  he  of- 
fered (hem  were  of  this  description.  The  confessedly 
superior  quality  of  this  species  of  blanket  waa  owing, 
perhaps,  chiefly  to  the  superior  quality  of  the  wool 
which  entered  into  (he  fabric,  aa  well  aa  to  the  closeness 
and  solidity  with  which  it  was  woven.  Under  the  foa- 
tering  care  and  wise  and  paternal  policy  of  Great  Brit- 
ain toward  all  her  manufactures,  thia  branch  of  induatsy 
had  attained  a  perfection  with  which  we  were  at  present 
unsbte  to  compelet  but,  that  we  might  du  so  in  future, 
Mr.  T.  was  of  opinion  tbat  it  would  be  wisdom  on  our 
part  to  profit  by  the  experience  of  our  gKat  rival,  and 
to  pursue  the  same  course  which  had  establiihed  her 
nanufacturea  upon  ao  firm  and  immoveable  a  basis. 

A  few  yeara  ago  an  effort  had  been  made  by  a  wool* 
len  manufacturer  in  Indiana  to  make  thia  description  of 
bhnket,  and  a  aample  bad  been  lent  to  one  of  our  mili- 
tary posts,  for  presentation  to  the  Indians.  The  article 
was  well  made,  the  web  was  close  and  compact,  as  much 
ao  perbapB  aa  the  British  blankett  but  (he  wool  was  not 
ao  fine,  nor  of  so  long  a  staple,  as  that  of  the  Mackinac 
blanket)  in  eonaequencc  of^  which,  tbe  Indiana  despised 
and  rejected  them.  Mr.  T.  thought  it  would  be  good 
policy  in  this  Government  to  extend  such  protection  to 
the  article,  that  our  farmers  might  be  encouraged  in  im- 
proving the  breed  of  sheep  and  tbe  quality  of  our  wool. 
Could  this  be  supplied,  we  might  then  enter  into  suc- 
cesaful  competition  for  the  Indian  trade  with  our  rivala 
abroad.  The  question,  in  fact,  now  presented,  was  one 
between  the  American  Fur  Company,  at  the  head  of 
which  Btood  that  worthy  and  most  enterpri«ng  citizen, 
John  Jacob  Aator,  and  the  British  Uudaon'a  Bay  Com- 
pany. It  was  very  true  that  the  American  fur  trader 
could  not  buy  Britiab  blankctai  and  pay  the  duty,  and  yet 


aell  at  the  same  price,  and  make  u  large  a  profit  on  the 
article  aa  tbe  Briliah  trader.  But  it  would  in  eitberestt 
be  a  rare  thing,  indeed,  to  aee  a  blanket  sold  lew  to  la 
Indian,  no  matter  at  what  price  it  had  been  boofbt. 
The  price  usually  paid  by  the  Indiana  amounted,  In  bmI 
eases,  to  tbe  full  value  of  his  winter's  hunt,  and  be  k- 
mained  more  or  leaa  indebted  to  the  traders  when  tbt 
bunt  waa  over.  The  American  Fur  Company,  u  Xt. 
Aator  informed  the  Senate  in  hia  letter,  wielded  a  capi* 
tal  of  a  million  of  dollars.  With  a  capiUloTthiscxMrt, 
that  company  could  much  better  compete  with  ks  BriM 
rival  than  ourinfant  manufacturers  could  poaaibhdofiili 
thoae  of  England.  We  abould  never  fotget  the  km 
taught  us  on  this  subject  by  the  late  war  with  Great  Bnt* 
ain.  Previoua  to  that  event,  but  little  atlentira  bad 
been  paid  to  tbe  manufacture  of  woollen  goods  in  tbe 
United  Statea.  And  wbo  that  wag  acquainted  in  (he  lent 
degree  with  the  history  of  (hat  contest  cnuld  ever  forget 
the  aufferinga  of  the  aoldicra  of  the  left  wing  af  lb* 
Northwest  army,  who  operated  on  the  Uanmee  liw  m 
thi  winterof  1813.  The  men  were  destitute  of  bh» 
kets  not  only,  hut  of  woollen  clothea  to  shield  ibca 
from  the  severity  of  tbat  bitter  season)  and  he  would  nk, 
was  the  country  now  any  better  provided?  Should  w 
be  declared  against  Great  Brilain  to.^ay,  and  tbe  nippi; 
of  British  blankets  of  course  cut  off,  were  our  factona 
in  a  condition  to  aupply  cither  our  army  or  our  ladiw 
with  blankets  for  the  6rat  winter'a  campaign?  Soiadh- 
pensable  waa  a  good  blanket  In  the  eyea  of  an  ladiia, 
that  it  had  been  atated,  in  the  letter  read  to  the  Sn«^ 
from  Mr.  Stewart,  an  intelligent  and  highly  reapceUUe 
member  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  tbat  tb'y  wvii 
travel  many  hundreda  of  miles  to  procure  one.  ItM 
been  through  Britiab  blankets,  mainly,  that  theBriiidi 
lalka  bad  succeeded  hitherto  in  wieldii^  the  Norlbwtft 
Indians  against  usi  and  (hia  would  continue  to  be  tbe 
caae  unlesa  thia  Government  abould  change  iU  pnlkr. 
and  come  into  the  Indian  market  with  an  article  tqau 
to  that  provided  forlhem  by  him  whom  tbey  called  ibcir 
British  father.  Tbe  Indiana  called  the  English  bhnket 
by  a  name  which  aignified  both  coat  and  houae.  Tbe 
queation,  therefore,  now  presented  to  tbe  Seaale 
whether,  by  keeping  up,  for  the  prearnt,  tbe  high  ntt 
of  duties  on  foreign  blankets,  Congreas  would  ensbJeMf 
own  citisena,  who  possessed  but  a  small  capital  of  bat  i 
few  hundred  dollars,  to  grow  wool  and  mannbctare  ual 
description  of  gooda  (o  aupply  our  demand)  or,  by  iboi- 
iahing  the  duty,  enable  tbe  American  Fur  Coaf-^h 
with  its  millions,  to  ccmipete  more  succeMfuIly  with  tbe 
British  Fur  Company— thereby  prostrating  our  own  in- 
fant manufacturea  at  the  feel  of  Britiab  afcill  and  BnM 
capital.  To  M  fatal  a  policy  he  would  never  gir*  aa 
aanelion.  . 

He  also  objected  (o  (bat  providon  of  the  bill  vlncn 
contemplated  the  reduction  cf  tbe  duly  on  forciKif** 
tilled  spirita  and  on  wines,  and  regretted  that  the  notM 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Cama- 
DBS]  to  atrike  it  out  had  not  prevailed.  1  bese  v^>^ 
at  imported,  competed  with  thoae  of  domestic  nasiilse- 
lore.  They  were  not  neceasariea  of  life)  they  were 
luxuries,  uaed  chiefly  by  the  rich,  who  were  well  able  t* 
pay  a  high  price  for  them.  If  our  wealthy  citiaens  wi* 
deternrined  to  pnaefere  in  the  use  of  then-,  let  the*  «* 
so;  but  let  ua  not,  to  accommodate  them.  Injure  onrs^ 
country.  Tbe  aame  remarka  would  apply  to  eiiilw<*^ 
ry,  preeioua  atones,  perfumeriea,  and  fancy  sad 
med  aoaps,  which  it  was  proposed  to  relieve  ^f^^T 
The  high  rates  of  duty  which  bad  been  esUbbbed  w 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  debia  contracted  by  tbet^ 
ohitionaty  and  the  late  war  bad  left  tbe  «oaaW«" 
an  overflowing  Treaauryi  and  tbe  GovcnaeRthmj* 
one  alternative*-«ither  to  rediwethete  duties  or  to 
awrplus.  Bttwce«||fge«ilk9buUg^#«(i 
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bat  be  would  hare  it  to  Uke  place  at  the  next  Mnion  of 
Congren,  when  there  would  be  more  titne  to  mature  so 
inportaiit  a  meawre.  In  reduclion.  howerer,  be  would 
not  low  a^t  of  uiffioient  protection  to  our  iufant  manu- 
faeturea.  Be  abould  be  in  favor  of  first  aboltsbing  the 
duties  00  nieb  arliclea  at  were  of  prime  neceuity  with 
the  poorer  clasa  of  our  population.  Among  these,  salt 
held  »  prominent  place«  and  it  had  been  with  great  pleas- 
ure that  he  bad  voted  to  strike  out  the  duty  with  which 
it  was  burdened.  In  that  respect,  the  bill  was  highly  ac- 
ceptable to  him. 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  observing  that  he  should  vote 
for  the  reoommitnieiit  m  the  bill»  with  a  view  to  having 
K  amended  in  the  manner  he  liad  now  briefly  explained, 
if  be  failed  in  that  effort,  he  should  then  vote  against  the 

Eassage  of  the  bill,  in  the  hope  that  the  subject  would 
e  resumed  at  ihe  next  session,  when  it  might  be  arrang- 
ed with  that  deliberation  and  calmness  which  its  great 
importance  v>  eminently  demanded. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instruc- 
tions to  strike  out  common  salt,  stone  and  porcelain  ware, 
palm-leaf  brooms*  button  moulds,  tinned  and  japanned 
saddlery,  and  spirits  made  from  vinous  materials;  which 
motion  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Teas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Pavi^  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks, 
Knight,  McKean,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Robbins,  Southard, 
Spence,  SwiA,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Webster — 20. 

NaTs—Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of 
Itlioots^  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
Kii^  of  Geowia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Uoore,  Morton,  Nicholas, 
Kile^  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  ^ves,  Bobinson,  Rugglet, 
Sevier,  Strange, Tallmadge,  Walker,  While,  Wright— 27. 
The  bill  was  then  passed,  by  the  following  vote: 
YxAB— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Urown,  Cuthberl,  Ewing 
of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Houton,  Nicholas, 
Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Ruggles,  Sevier, 
Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  While,  Wright— 27. 

Nats — Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Knight,  bIcKean, 
Morris,  Prentiss,  Preston,  Kobbins,  Robinson,  Southard, 
Spence,  Tiplon,  Tomlinson — 18. 

After  transacting  some  other  business. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  exec- 
utive busioessi  after  which. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

H05DAT,  Fkbbcart  27. 

Mr.  KENT  presented  the  credentials  uf  the  Hon.  Jokh 
B.  Srascs,  re-elected  a  United  States  Senator,  by  the 
Legislature  of  Maryland,  for  six  years  from  and  after  the 
3d  of  March  next. 

Ur.  FULTON  presented  the  credentials  of  the  Hon. 
Amiiobe  H.  Sxviir,  appointed  a  Senator,  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Arkansas,  to  fill  the  vacancy  that  will  occur  on 
the  4th  of  March  next,  for  the  term  of  six  years. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  expressed  his  doubts  as  to  the  consti- 
tutionality of  making  an  appointment,  no  vacancy  hav- 
ing occurred. 

Mr.  FULTON  renurked  that  he  and  his  colleaj^ue 
were  aware  this  dilRcuhyi  but  he,  (  Mr.  P.,)  supposing 
tint  it  would  be  a  matter  for  the  next  ^Senate  to  act 
upon,  presented  the  credentials  under  that  impression. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  was  not  for  the  Senate  to  con- 
sider the  qualifications  of  Senators  elected  to  the  next 
Congress.    That  Congress  muat  act  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  that  he  had  very  great  doubt  of  (he 
legality  of  the  appointment,  and  did  not  at  all  doubt  th« 
patriotic  motives  which  influenced  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts in  czpretring  hiiaself  as  he  had  done.  Mr.  8. 
cared  not  bow  the  outtler  sboaU  be  decided,  one  viy 
or  thcotiier. 


Mr.  WEBSTER  was  sure  that  the  honorable  Senator 
was  very  indifferent  as  to  how  the  question  might  be  de- 
cided, and  would  give  him  credit  as  to  bis  motives  in  in- 
timating that  there  might  be  some  irregularity  in  the 

proceeding. 

Mr.  SEVIER  expreswd  himself  quite  satisfied  with 
the  course  pursued  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

[No  action  was  had  on  the  subject.] 

UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  Uke  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  on  the  subject  of  our 
relations  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  WALKER  hoped  that  the  'esolutlon  submitted  by 
him  for  the  acknowledgment the  independence  uf 
Texas,  more  thsn  two  months  ago,  and  which  had  been 
so  often  postponed  to  make  way  for  other  matters, 
would  have  the  precedence. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  PRESTON,  CAL- 
HOUN, BUCHANAN,  and  WALKER, 

The  CHAIR  said  tlut  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  had  come  up  in  its  regular  order,  and 
must  be  first  considered,  unless  postponed  by  a  vote  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texasi 
which  motion  was  negatived:  Yeu  9,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  CLAY  rose  and  said  that  he  supposed  the  only 
question  which  would  be  presented  to  the  Senate  would 
be  upon  the  resolution.  He  had  risen  nterely  to  say 
that  he  concurred  with  the  other  gentlemen  who  com- 
posed the  committee,  upon  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion. He  agreed  with  the  real  of  his  colleagues,  that  tbe 
controversy  with  Mexico  had  made  out  no  case  justi- 
fying a  resort  to  war  or  for  the  issuing  of  reprisals)  and 
he  thought  that  renewed  efforts  should  he  nude  to  oh. 
Uin  redress,  before  it  should  become  necessary  to  de- 
clare war  against  Mexico  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  in- 
terestsof  the  country.  He  felt  himself  bound  to  say,  that 
whilst  he  concurred  with  the  committee,  which  he  be* 
tieved  was  unanimous  in  adopting  the  resolution,  he  did 
not  agree  entirely  with  the  body  of  the  report  He 
thought  the  ease  was  made  out  rather  stronger  against 
Mexico  than  the  correspondence  of  the  Government  with 
that  country  justified.  And  he  must  say,  in  all  candor 
and  truth,  that  the  departure  of  our  representative  from 
Mexico,  under  the  circumstances,  was  harsh,  abrupt, 
and  unnecessary.  A  long  letter  bad  been  addressed,  in 
pursuance  of  initructions  from  Ihe  Deparlment  of  State, 
by  the  American  cbargi  d'affaires,  to  the  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  in  Mexico,  and  which  bore  date  aome 
time  in  December  last,  and  embraced  a  great  variety  of 
claims  in  respect  to  which  information  was  to  be  pro- 
cured, and  procured,  too,  from  remote  parts  of  Mexico. 
Some  delay,  in  consequence,  took  place,  on  thepart.of 
the  Mexican  minister,  in  sending  his  reply  to  ourcbarg^ 
d'affaires.  When  we  came  to  examine  tbe  reply  with 
cand'ir  and  fairness,  in  respect  to  which  some  of  our 
claim*  were  admitted,  and  concerning  others  more  in- 
formation was  required,  tbe  Senate  woukl  think,  he  pre- 
sumed, that  there  had  been  more  precipitation  than  was 
necessary,  on  the  part  of  our  minister.  Well,  it  wu  in 
this  state  of  things  that  he  shortly  after  demanded  bis 
passports  and  came  home. 

Now,  he  (Mr.  C.)  thought  that  such  were  tbe  circum. 
stances  then  existing,  that  our  charg^  might  have  wait- 
ed further  inttructionst  and,  if  he  had  delayed  his  de- 
parture, the  Mexican  Government  would  probably  have 
been  able  to  furnish  him  with  further  information.  He 
would  have  heard  what  they  thoughtiofthe  from 
our  8ecret>ry  of  State,  retitiMcto^t^JMlMlfiil^a  of 
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our  Government  in  regard  (o  the  occupation  of  Ihe  Mex- 
ican lerrilory  near  the  Sabine,  and  which  had  occasioned 
mmuch  unpleasantneaa.  While  up,  Mr.  C.  would  take 
the  opportunity  of  aiding  that  lie  did  not  concur  in  all 
the  reuonings  of  the  commUtee  as  tu  the  publication  of 
a  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Gorosliza,  the  Mexican  enroy  ex* 
traordinary.  He,  (Mr.  C.,)ho»eTerf  would  aay  that  it 
was  a  great  diplomatic  irregularity!  but  he  did  not  think 
it  made  out  a  case  for  war,  or  for  any  aerious  disturbance. 
It  waa  not  an  unusuaLcase.  He  recollected  an  instance 
whieh  occurred  while  the  American  commissioners 
were  at  Ghent,  in  1814,  at  a  moat  critical  state  of  the 
negotiation— when  It  hung,  as  it  were,  on  a  balance,  and 
when  it  was  extremely  doubtful  whether  there  would  not 
be  a  rupture.  Hr.  Oc^re  related  that  while  he  was 
at  Ghent,  treating  witir  Lord  Gambier  and  Ihe  other 
British  commissioners,  a  publication  from  the  United 
Stales,  containing  the  correspondence  between  the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  United  Stales  and  Great  Britain,  found 
its  way  there.  Lord  Gambier,  having  seen  it,  expressed 
his  surprise  to  Mr.  0.  that  his  Government  should  have 
given  publicity  to  this  correspimdencr,  and  said  he 
could  not  see  how  they  could  justify  the  act.  The  other 
commisaioners  were  equally  displeased  at  the  occurrence. 
Mr.  C.  then  explainea  to  them  that  the  course  which 
had  been  adopted  was  one  growing  out  of  the  peculiar 
structure  of  this  Government,  and  which  the  people  Itere 
demanded  of  their  servants.  He  (Mr.  C.)  mentioned 
this  to  show  that  what  Mr.  Gorostiza  had  done  was  a 
thing  not  unexampled.  It  would  be  recollected  that 
but  the  other  day,  Mr.  Pageot,  Juat  before  embarking 
for  France  from  New  York,  published  the  letter  of  the 
Ducde  BrogKe.  Mr.  Pageot  had  since  returned  to  this 
countr}-,  and  been  received  frankly,  and  without  any  in- 
timaiion  of  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  our  Government. 
And  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  no  more  doubt  of  the  fact  than  of 
his  standing  on  that  floor  at  that  moment,  that  there  had 
been  information  conveyed  through  some  channel,  offi- 
cial or  unofficial,  to  France,  that  Mr.  Pageol's  return  to 
the  United  Slates  would  be  welcomed,  without  any  dis- 
pleaiur&being  shown  towards  him  in  regard  to  his  hav- 
ing published  Ihe  letter  of  the  Due  de  Brogliet  other- 
wise, the  French  Government  would  not  have  sent  him  to 
this  country.  Had  Mr.  Gorostiza  not  known  the  fiict  of 
this  publication,  he  probably  would  not  have  pursued 
the  example  set  him. 

Mr.  C>  admitted  that  Mr.  Goroatixa's  conduct,in  pub- 
lishing the  pamphlet  he  did,  was  decidedly  wrno^,  and 
highly  reprehensible  t  but,  as  he  had  before  said,  it  was 
not,  in  hps  opinion,  an  ofTcnee  Justifying  war.  1'he 
pamphlet  had  produced  no  impression,  and  had  done  no 
ntischiefj  and  he  thought  the  Secretary  of  State  had  acted 
highly  wrong  to  make  it  a  subject  of  communication  to 
the  Mexican  Government.  Whilst,  however,  Mr.  C. 
dingreed  with  the  committee  as  to  loir-e  parta  of  the  re- 
port, he  concurred  entirely  with  them  in  regard  to  the 
reaoluiion,  and  l.oped  it  would  obtain  the  unanimoas  con- 
sent of  Ihe  Senate. 

Mr.  DUCtlANAN  said  he  had  but  a  few  remaiks  lo 
make  upon  this  subject,  in  addition  to  those  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  He 
felt  gntilTed  that  ihe  Senator  from  Kentucky  bad  con- 
curred with  the  other  members  of  the  committee  in  a 
laige  portion  of  their  report,  and  that  he  would  sustain 
the  resolution  with  which  it  concluded.  The  justice  of 
the  Senator's  remarks  in  regard  to  the  withdrawal  of 
Mr.  Ellis  from  Mexico  would  be  palpable,  if  no  demand 
had  ever  been  nude  upon  the  Mextcaii  Government  fur 
the  redress  of  our  grievances  previous  to  his  Ittter  of 
September,  1836,  lo  Mr.  Monaslerio.  But  the  case 
WM  far  difl'ere'nt.  This  demand  was  not  then  made  ft^r 
the  first  time.  On  the  contrary,  year  after  year,  time 
afier  time,  whenever  we  sustained  injuries,  we  had  asked 


for  redresst  but  our  reclamations,  in  almost  evrry  in- 
stance, had  been  evaded,  and  redress  liad  been  vilhbcld. 
Mr.  Ellis's  letter  of  the  36th  September  wit,  theielort, 
but  a  mere  summing  up  of  our  causes  of  comptoint— an 
enumeration  of  demands  which  had  been  prerisnlr 
made  against  the  Mexican  GoTcmtMnt.  That  Gmen- 
ment  ought  to  have  been  prepared  to  yield  us  pnniit 
redreis,  or  at  least  to  have  expressed  their  willi^nea 
to  do  BO,  as  soon  as  they  possibly  could.  He  tbougbt 
Mr.  Ellis,  in  withdrawing  from  Mexico,  had  obcfcdhii 
instructions,  both  in  the  spirit  and  in  the  letter.  H's 
opinion  upon  this  point  wm  very  decided.  He  ilMuld 
not  have  said  another  word  upon  the  subject,  betiivi 
commentary  on  the  report  of  Ihe  Commitiee  on  Poi^ 
Relations,  which  had  appeared  in  a  morning  ptpcr. 
This  article  proceeded  from  a  source  which  letBMlD 
render  a  passing  notice  of  it  necessary. 

The  President,  in  his  message,  atter  expreuing  lis 
opinion  of  the  aggravated  wrongs  which  we  bad  ioffertd 
from  Mexico,  in  which  the  committee  entirely  coDCorm!, 
recommended  lliat  an  act  should  be  passed  alllhorizi^gt^ 
prisals,  if,  after  making  another  demand,  the  Meiiai 
Government  sliould  refute  to  come  to  an  amicable  adjwt- 
ment  of  the  matters  in  controversy.  He  expressed  bit  n- 
lire  willineness,  boweier,  to  co-operate  with  Congreiiin 
any  other  course  which  should  be  deemed  honorable  ml 
proper.  Under  any  circumstances,  It  was  »  matter  of  »■ 
ireme  delicacy  for  Congress  to  confer  upon  ibe  £im- 
tive  the  power  of  making  reprisals,  upon  a  future  coii< 
tingency.  He  would  nut  say  that  cases  might  notectsi 
which  would  juitify  such  a  proceeding.  These,  if  lk(j 
should  ever  happen,  would  establiab  a  rule  fix  tbeni- 
selvet.  Unless  an  iitmediate  and  overruling  neecsiii; 
existed,  which  could  brook  no  delay,  it  ws>sln)inf(r 
and  more  cunslitutiunal  lo  take  the  opinion  of  Cotigrtu 
upon  events  after  they  had  happened,  than  toininnti 
power  so  important  lo  the  President  alone. 

The  committee,  under  all  the  circuKUancei,  did  dfI 
believe  that  our  existing  relations  with  Mexico  prrsnirs 
such  a  case.  They  knew  that  General  Ssnta  Aaast  vlwR 
life  had  been  justly  forleited,  but  which  had  been  miu- 
red  lo  him  by  Ihe  magnanimity  of  the  GovemtKBt  of 
1'exa<,  had  recently  arrived  at  Waaiiingtont  ibst  be  hsd 
been  sent  home  in  a  Government  vessel  of  the  Uniteij 
Statesi  and  that  there  was  every  reason  to  belicTe  li  i  «• 
rival  would  be  hailed  by  the  Mexicans  with  joj,  sno 
that  he  wuuld  shortly  be  restored  ta  the  presidency  uflbe 
Republic.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  wu  bul  resM- 
able  to  hope  that  he  would  feel  disposed  to  render  to 
this  country  the  jualice  which  was  our  due;  snd  llw'i 
therefore,  it  was  neither  expedient  nor  Beeciiary,sline 
presenl  moirtent,  to  authorize  any  dcctsirc  neauirccils 
hobtlle  character. 

Again:  The  commitiee  were  uranlmousl;)'  ofopiPK* 
that  the  34lh  article  of  our  treaty  with  Mexico  nquu'd 
that  a  demand  should  be  made,  under  its  provisions  be- 
fore resorting  either  to  war  or  to  reprissls.  Tbwsrt;- 
cle  was  one  of  a  peculiar  nature.  It  might  hire  bt*" 
impolitic  tu  sgrec  to  it  at  firstj  but  it  was  now  a  psrt  ci 
our  treaty,  and  its  requisitions  must  be  l>cid  WH"- 
Here  Mr.  B.  read  from  the  article,  as  follows:  "ThirtlJ- 
If  (what  indeed  cannot  be  expected)  any  of  Ikf 
tides  contained  in  the  present  treaty  iball  be  *wb^ 
or  infracted  in  any  manner  whativrr,  it  is  siipulalw  w*' 
neither  of  the  contracting  parlits  will  order  or  sutleW' 

i  any  acts  i>f  reprisal,  nor  declare  war  against  the  o«tr. 

'  on  complaints  of  injnries  or  damsgef,  uniil  the  isap'  ; 
ly  conw<lering  itsell  trffended  shall  fiist  bs^c  pieW""" 
lo  the  other  a  itattment  i.f  such  injuries  or  t"^** ^ 
verified  by  competent  proofs,  and  demanded  jus''**' , 
satisfactiun,  and  ibe  same  ahall  have  been  either  itn*^ 
or  tinrea&onably  delayed."  ,^,^^\^  it 

This  languBse  waa  too  jOaih^iA-Ii*- 
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vu  true  that  it  did  not  extend  lo  direct  insults  to  the 
national  honor — tueb  m  Tiolationt  of  our  fla^f,  or  oppro- 
briooa  and  injurious  conduct  tovards  our  consuls.  But 
the  oomniUtee  were  very  clear  and  unanimous  in  their 
opinion,  that  when  pecuniary  damages  were  sought  by 
our  eitixens,  for  peeanUty  injuriea  luitained*  in  viola- 
tion of  any  article  of  the  treaty,  before  we  could  redreu 
thote  in^uriei  by  reprisals,  a  previoua  demand  nniat^  be 
made^  m  pursuance  of  its  provisioni.  On  this  point, 
there  could  scarcely  be  two  opinions. 

Tbe  treaty  required  something  more  than  a  mere  pre- 
sentation oF  the  complaints  of  individuals  to  the  Mexican 
GoTernment,  through  the  agency  of  our  minister  to  Mex- 
ico. Our  Government  must  be  the  judge,  in  the  first 
inatuiee,  of  tbe  injuriei  requiring  redress.  We  muit 
decide  Uiia  queition  ourselves.  We  are  then  bound  to 
present  a  statement  of  stich  injuries  and  damages  to  the 
Mexican  Government,  verified  by  competent  proofs. 
That  such  a  demand  under  the  treaty  had  never  been 
made  hitherto,  must  be  apparent  to  all  those  who  have 
Tead  the  correspondence.  Throughout  the  whole  of  it, 
this  article  does  not  seem  to  lisve  attracted  any  atten- 
tion. That  it  was  not  within  the  contemplation  pf  Mr. 
Foraytb,  when  he  addreesed  tbe  letter  of  initructioni  to 
Mr.  Ellis  of  the  30tb  of  July  lut,  will  appeat  conclusive- 
ly from  that  letter  itself.  After  enumerating  our  causes 
of  complaint  against  the  Mexican  Government,  lie  says: 
*' Though  tbe  Department  is  not  in  possession  of  proof 
of  all  tbe  cireumatancea  of  the  wrongs  done  in  the  above 
cases^  as  represented  by  the  aggrieved  parties,  yet 
the  complaints  are  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  be  listened 
to,  and  to  justify  «  demand  on  the  Mexican  Government 
that  they  shall  be  prompily  and  properly  examined,  and 
that  suitable  redress  shall  be  afforded." 

The  commiitee  believed  that  it  would  re  quire  .several 
months  to  enable  the  Department  of  Slate  to  collect  the 
necessary  proofs  for  the  purpose  of  verirying  each  of 
the  private  claims  of  our  citizens,  and  to  make  the  de- 
mand according  to  the  treaty.  All  the  necessary  furms 
can  probably  not  be  complied  with  imtil  within  two  or ' 
three  months  of  the  meeting  of  the  next  Congress. 
They  therefore  thought  it  much  better  to  wait  this 
brief  space,  and  refer  the  whole  question  to  Congress, 
than  to  authorize  the  President  immediately  to  issue  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal,  in  case  the  answer  of  the 
Mexican  Government  should  not  prove  satisractory.  Af- 
ter this  demand  shall  have  been  made,  and  the  answer  of 
the  Mexican  Government  received,  the  whole  case  will 
then  be  before  Congress  in  a  clear  end  distinct  form.  If 
thM  Government  should  refuse  to  do  us  justice,  he  could 
not  doubt  but  that  Congress  would  adopt  prompt  meas- 
ures for  vindicating'Ihe  honor  of  the  American  flag  and 
asserting  the  just  rights  of  our  injured  fellow  .citizens. 

He  should  have  been  willing  to  use  stonger  language 
in  tbe  resolution  appended  to  the  report,  but  he  believ- 
ed it  was  now  presented  in  the  best  form.  Whilst  ne- 
gotiation continued,  it  was  not  politic  to  use  the  language 
of  menace.  Still  he  thought,  from  the  report  and  tbe 
resolution,  taken  together,  the  Mexican  GoTemment 
could  not  ftW  to  perceive  the  determination  of  that  of 
the  United  Stales  to  enforce,  in  tlie  most  prompt  tod 
energetic  manner,  the  redress  of  all  our  grievances. 

When  Mr.  BccuANjin  concluded,  the  question  was 
taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  reported  by  the 
Comniltee  on  Foreign  Kelationi),  and  decided  as  follows: 

Teas— Henrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Bmwn,  Bu- 
cfaenan.  Clay,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Ciitbbert,  Davis  Ew- 
ing  of  Illinois,  Fubon,  Grundy,  Hendricks,  Hubbard, 
Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  Kine  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn, 
Lyon,  Morris,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niler,  Norvrll,  Page, 
Parker,  Prentiss,  Preston,  RW-es,  Kobbina,  Robinson, 
Rirgglet,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange,  Swifi,  Tallmadge, 
Upton,  Tomlinson,  Walker,  Wall,  Webster,  White, 
Wriight-46. 


So  it  was 

Se$oh)ed,  unanimoutty.  That  the  Senate  concur  in 
opinion  with  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that 
another  demand  ought  to  be  made  for  the.  redress  of  our 
grievances  from  the  Mexican  Government,  the  modeand 
manner  of  which,  under  the  34th  article  of  tbe  treaty,  so 
hr  as  it  nay  be  applicable,  are  properly  confided  to  his 
discretion.  They  cannot  doubt,  from  the  Justice  of  our 
claims,  that  this  demand  will  result  in  speedy  redressi 
but  ^ould  they  be  disappointed  in  this  reasonable  ex- 
pectation, a  state  of  things  will  then  have  occurred 
which  will  make  it  the  imperative  duty  of  Congreas 
promptly  to  consider  what  further  measures  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  the  rights  of  our 
injured  fellow-citizens. 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  the  consideration  of  bis  reso- 
lution for  the  recognition  of  tbe  independence  uf  Texas. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  moved  to  postpone  its  consideration 
to  Fridayi  and  a  desultory  coiiversution  took  place  upon 
the  motion,  which  was  finally  modified  by  inserting  Wed- 
nesday next,  and  carried,  by  yeas  and  nayii,  as  follows: 

Ye4« — Mes&rs.  Bayard,  Brown.  Bachanan,  Clayton, 
Davis.  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Geor- 
gia, Knight,  Lyon,  Morris,  Nile?,  Page,  Prentiss,  Hob- 
bins,  Buggies,  Sevier,  Swift,  Taltmadce,  Tipton,  Tom- 
linson.  Wall,  Webrtcr,  Wright— 25. 

Naxs— Messrs.  Benton,  Blacic,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Crit- 
tenden,  Cuthberi,  Ewing  oflllinoif,  Fulton,  Hendricks, 
Linn,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Parker,  Preston, 
Utves,  Robinson,  Spence,  Stning<>,  Walker,  While— 31. 

ALABAMA  TWO  PER  CENT.  FUND. 

The  bill  to  advance  91,00(^000,  on  the  two  per  cent, 
land  fund,  to  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi,  re- 
spectively, being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  MOORE  said  he  had  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Legiblalure  of  Alabama,  in  relation  to  a  great  work 
now  iit  contemplation,  to  unite  Mobile  with  the  waters 
of  the  Tennessee.  He  regretted  extremely  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  this  memorial  was 
referred,  had  overlooked  tbe  views  of  that  Legislature 
enlirtly,  and  had  reported  the  bill  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate, without  a  due  regard  to  iheir  views.  He  had  no 
objections  that  Mississippi  should  dispose  of  her  two 
per  cent,  fund  in  any  manner  that  she  and  her  represent- 
alivea  might  think  proper)  but  he  had  objections  to  the 
refusal  ol  the  same  privilege  to  the  State  of  Alabama. 
He  therefore  moved  to  lay  tbe  bill  on  the  table  for  the 
present,  preferring  to  run  the  risk  of  being  misrepre- 
sented as  illibeml,  to  that  of  being  unfaithful  to  the  in- 
terests of  his  constituents. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  WALKER  asked  for  ilie  yess  and 
nsys)  which  were  ordered,  and  were  taken,  as  tollows: 

YsAB— Mesirf.  Bayard,  Brown,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay- 
ton, Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Hubbard,  Knight, 
Linn,  Muore,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page,  Prentisc, 
Preston,  Robbing  Ru^^les,  Southsrd,  Swift,  Tallmatigc, 
Tipton,  Tomllnson,  Webster,  White— 37. 

NA.TS— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Buchanan,  Crittenden, 
Fulton,  Kent,  lOng  of  Alabama,  Lyon,  Notvell,  Parker, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange,  Walktr~16. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table- 

JOHN  HcCARTNEY. 

1'he  bill  for  the  reliefof  John  McCanney  coming  up 
on  its  third  reading, 

Mr.  MOOIIE,  of  Ahdnma,  addressed  the  Chair  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  President:  The  history  of  this  claim  may  l>e  gath- 
ered by  attention  to  the  memorial  and  reports  that 
have  been  made  by  committees  in  both  branches  uf  the 
National  Lr^^ture.  A  tketcb  of  tbe  m^^orious  char- 
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acter  of  tbe  ctaimint  majr  alio  be  obtained  from  aome  of 
the  accompanying  vouchers.  And,  air,  I  would  not  feel 
that  I  had  ditcharged  my  entire  duly  to  thU  worthy  old 
g«ntleiiiani  were  I  to  omit  to  add  my  teitimony  in  ftvor 
of  hli  entire  lionesty,  integrity,  and  correct  deportment, 
for  about  lwenty«aeven  yean,  during  which  time  I  have 
known  him  intimately. 

Hr.  McCartney  telle  you  in  hii  memorial  that  he  ia 
one  of  that  gallant  band,  of  which  but  few  now  remain, 
who  perilled  every  thing  in  the  war  of  tbe  Revolution  for 
tbe  liberty  we  now  enjoyi  and  I  can  testify  to  one  hct 
in  iDpport  of  this  pontion  alto,  for  it  k  known  to  me 
that  hi  ia  now  enjoying  the  mail  pittance  given  for  his 
valor  and  aufi^ring,  by  a  grateflil  country,  in  the  way  of 
a  pension. 

Tbii  claim  was  first  presented  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, by  me,  in  1832  or  1623(  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  AfTsira,  at  the  head  of  which  the 
distinguiAed  member  from  Tennessee,  General  Cook, 
then  presided  as  chairmaoi'who,  at  that  lime,  was  a  very 
influential  member  of  tbe  party  called  the  radicals  or  re- 
formerai  and  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  hia- 
tory  of  the  times  I  need  not  say  that  that  genllerasn  had 
acquired  a  reputation  for  thorough  inveatigation  into  all 
-claims,  and  a  rigid  watchfulneas  over  the  public  treasure, 
which  none  except  the  Third  Auditor,  (Mr.  Hagner,) 
who,  I  believe,  ia  one  among  the  best  officers  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Government,  ever  enjoyed.  It  was  prover< 
bial  then  with  that  gentteman,  as  it  is  now  wiUi  Mr. 
Ilagner,  that  whenever  any  claim  baa  passed  the  ordeal 
of  his  investigation,  and  was  approved,  no  one  dared  to 
duubt  its  propriety  and  justice.  That  gentleman,  at  that 
time,  when  a  large  public  debt  was  hanging  over  the 
Government,  and  economy  the  order  of  the  day,  made  a 
favorable  report  in  McCartney's  casp,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  hia  relief,  which  paued  the  House  of  Represent* 
stives.  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  preaent  the  claim  here 
every  session  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  »  seat  here. 
It  has  paaaed  and  repassed  here,  but  has  halted  and 
been  lost  in  the  House  for  want  of  time  or  other  consid- 
erations. Well,  sir,  having  said  thus  much  as  regards 
the  hiitory  of  the  cisim,  what  are  tbe  grounds  upon 
which  it  is  attempted  to  be  resisted^ 

Sir,  according  to  the  views  given  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Swirr,]  and  the  viewa  of 
othera  in  opposition  heretofore,  it  does  appear  lo  me  that 
thia  opposition  reats  more  upon  mere  legal  technicaliliei 
than  upon  any  broad  principle  of  propriety,  supported 
by  equity  ami  justice.  It  is  alleged  that  the  officer  who 
took  and  carried  away  McCartney's  property,  although 
he  acted  in  obedience  to  an  order  Issued  from  the  com- 
manding general,  was  a  trespasser,  the  order  illegal, 
therefore  void,  and  the  officer  liable.  Now,  sir,  to  say 
nothing  as  to  tbe  Impracticability  and  impotsihility  of 
McCartney's  ubtdning  redress  in  this  wayi  when  the  offi- 
cer>wtt  atattoned  at  a  garrison,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court,  let  us  tske  for  granted  all  this  lo  be  so,  and 
suppose,  fur  argument  sake,  that  Mr.  McCartney,  instead 
of  presenting  his  claim  to  Congress,  had  brought  suit 
againfct  Lieutenant  Houston  for  thia  trespass,  committed 
in  obedience  to  the  order  issued  by  General  Jackson,  and 
auppose  be  bad  recovered  damans  against  Houston, 
would  not  Houston  luve  made  an  immediate  application 
to  Cor^resa  for  indemnity'  And  would  any  Senator 
have  heaitated  for  a  moment  as  to  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing the  indemnity^  No,  sirt  no.  If,  then,  we  would 
have  indemnified  Houston,  as  1  am  fully  persuaded  every 
Senator  would  have  done,  where,  then,  is  the  imprnpri. 
cty  of  giving  McCartney  relief  in  tbe  first  instanced 

Indemnity  baa  been  given  for  trespasses  committed  un> 
der  Bomewhat  timilar  eircumstancea  in  the  Northwestern 
army.  The  htatute  book  will  prove  ibis  to  be  ao.  Bui, 
Mr.  President,  tbis  officer  acted  merely  as  n  ministeriiil 


agent.  He  had  no  discretlonBry  powerst  he  did  nothisK 
more  than  he  was  comnunded  to  do;  and  tbe  Govern- 
menl  is  surely  liable  for  the  acts  of  its  agent.  It  doa 
nut  follow,  that  because  the  agent  is  liable  tbe  Goven* 
ment  is  not  also  liable.  And,  sir,  in  this  case,  tbe  pest 
principle  of  civil  liberty  requires  that  the  agent  sad 
Government  both  should  be  liable.  Tbe  righu  of  tha 
citizen  cannot  be  secure  without  this  joint  liability  of 
both  the  Government  and  its  agent.  Let  the  piina]>k 
be  but  once  estsblisbed  that  this  Government  nay  at 
will,  by  its  agents,  violate  tbe  properly  of  tbe  eitiseii 
without  being  responnble  for  lucb  vioiatton,  and  ibera 
can  be  no  security  for  private  property.  All  ibat  *9 
be  neeeasary  to  enforce  a  perfect  despotism  intl  be  ftr 
the  Government  to  employ  agents  destitute  of  properly, 
and  therefore  irresponsible,  and  make  any  wanted  il- 
lack  upon  the  property  of  tbe  citizen,  the  agent  pro- 
tecting himself  behind  his  bankruptcy,  which  wiAbcs 
complete  shield,  as  fsr  as  be  ti  concerned,  txA  (he  citi- 
zen without  redress.  This  joint  responability,  there- 
fore, of  both  the  sgent  and  tbe  Government,  is  the  nfe. 
guard  of  the  liberty  of  the  American  citizen,  and  I  hope 
will  not  be  lightly  abandoned  by  an  American  Senttr. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engraasinent  of 
(he  bill,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative. 
After  going  through  aeveral  other  bills. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  it  w%M 
Retolted,  That  the  Senate,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  actsion,  take  a  recess  from  three  o'clock  to  half  past 
four. 

Tbe  Senate  then  bnAe  up,  to  meet  again  at  half  ptit 

four. 

Evanmo  Sssaiov. 

The  Senate  met,  pursuant  to  adjournmeol}  and,  after 
taking  up  and  considering  several  bttis,  proceeded  to 
consider  tbe  bill  to  remunerate  Captain  Francis  Allyn 
for  conveying  General  Lafayette  lo  the  United  Stslec,  in 
1824. 

Tills  bill  proposed  lo  allow  $4,000  to  the  captsioand 
owners  of  (be  ship  Csdmus,  for  bringing  over  General 
Laraye(te  to  this  country.  Tbe  captain  relinqui^ed  hli 
place  in  the  Havre  line,  and  procured  a  ^ip  on  bis  ova 
responsibility,  and  was  at  expenaes  in  going  to  Paris,  &c- 

The  bill  was  warmly  opposed,  as  opprobrious  in 
character;  it  was  making  a  commodity  of  the  bonor  of 
having  tendered  to  the  General  hia  pasuge.   Tbe  o«n- 
era  hsd  had  loud  praises  at  the  time  for  tbeir  liberslily, 
yet  now  came  to  Congress  for  pay. 

It  WW  contended,  on  the  other  hand,  that  Ibis  cspbin 
had  been  at  large  private  expenses,  for  which  be  oup)) 
to  be  remunerated.  It  did  not  appear  that  tbe  owaers 
had  ever  requested  any  thing  of  (he  kind. 

After  a  desultory  debate, 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  tbe  Ub^ 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays t  which  were  takes, 
stood:  Yeas  33,  nays  18. 

So  tbe  bill  was  laid  on  (he  Uble,  but  afterwswr** 
conridered,  and,  after  amendment,  was  agreed  to,  ssd 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

HALL'S  RIFLE. 

Tbe  bill  to  remunerate  CapUin  John  H.  Hall,  ^ 
provements  in  firearms,  being  under  eon^doaUo^ 

Mr.  DAVIS  desiKd  to  know  the  merits  of  (be  bin> 

Mr.  TIPTON  said  that  he  would  state,  in  a  few  won* 
the  reason  which  had  influenced  the  Committee  "i 
tary  AfTairs  to  report  this  bill  In  favor  of  J- H-BW- 
Tl.at  individual  was  the  inventor  of  the  rifle 
c«llcd  Hall's  rlfl",  which  had  been  introduced  ano"^ 
tensively  used  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  ue»" 
thia  deacription  of  arm8.bad  been  put  into  the 
our  soldiery  (bey  bad  underff(uie>a  rWd 
and  were  proved  by  b(yiid«di^MScW0^^>**'*''"^ 


989  OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


990 


Fbb.  27,  i83r.]  ffaU'i  BiJU.  [Sbmtb. 


roe,'  GreenleaPfl  Point,  snd  Harper's  Ferry,  and  were 
approved  hy  the  able  and  experienced  officer  at  the  head 
of  the  ordnance  department,  (Colonel  Bomford.)  Re- 
porta  had  been  made  by  theae  boards  of  offieerib  among 
vliom  were  General  Buttia,  Colonel  Cranr,  and  Major 
Hickman]  all  of  whom,  as  well  aa  Colonel  Bomrord,  con- 
cur in  bearing  testimony  in  Tavor  of  the  rifle. 

The  board  conrened  at  Fortress  Monroe  stated  that,  in 
long  ranges  of  -  — ,  although  the  rifles  were  fired 
with  the  usual  charge  of  powder,  viz:  two  eighths  the 
weight  of  their  bullet,  and  the  muskets  with  the  increas* 
ed  proportion  of  two  fifths  the  weight  of  the  hall,  the 
relatire  execution  wm  found  to  be  in  favor  of  Hall's  ri> 
flet  that,  after  hariiw  undei^ne  8,710  discharges,  the 
rifle  appeared  to  be  in  a  fit  condition  for  service,  conaid- 
ering  the  terere  proof  to  whieh  it  bad  been  tubjectedt 
that  it  was  equal  to  the  aervice  of  sixteen  active  cam- 
paigns] and  that  further  proof  was  considered  unnecei* 
aary,  and  waa  consequently  discontinued. 

Captain  Hall  was  also  the  inventor  of  roaehinerr  for  the 
identical  construction  of  the  difl^erent  parts  of  nrearms. 
He  hftd  aecompHshed  what  no  other  mechanic  had  been 
able  to  accomplish  in  this  or  any  other  country—the  iden- 
tical construction  of  firearms.  This  name  had  been 
given  to  the  parts  of  firearms  which  were  all  perfectly 
equal,  and  made  with  such  uniformity  that,  after  dis- 
mounting any  number  of  these  guns,  and  mixing  their 
different  parts  promiscuously  together,  we  were  able, 
from  the  confused  mass  of  materials,  to  form  a  perfectly 
fitted  arm  with  the  utmost  facility,  and  without  regard  to 
the  particular  stocks  from  which  the'mountinga  had  been 
■tripped.  As  evidence  that  Captain  Hall  had  accomplish- 
ed this  most  desirable  object,  he  referred  to  a  portion  of 
the  report  of  a  board  of  practical  armorers,  appointed  in 
1837,  to  examine  the  rifle  and  machinery  invented  by 
faim.    They  say: 

**In  making  Ihia  examination,  our  attention  was  di- 
rected, io  the  first  place,  fur  seTcral  days,  to  viewing  the . 
operations  of  the  numerous  mBobinea  whieh  were  exhib- 
ited to  us  by  the  inventor,  John  H.  Halt.  Captain  Hall 
baa  formed  and  adopted  a  system  in  the  manufacture  of 
pmall  arms  entirely  novel,  and  which,  no  doubt,  may  be 
attended  with  the  most  beneficial  results  to  the  country, 
especially  if  carried  into  efl^ect  on  a  large  scale. 

"His  maet^ines  for  (his  purpose  are  of  several  distinct 
elaaaea,  and  are  used  for  cutting  iron  and  ateel,  and  for 
executing  wood  work,  all  of  which  are  esseatialty  dif- 
ferent from  each  other,  and  differ  materially  from  any 
other  machines  we  hive  ever  seen  in  any  other  establish- 
ment. 

•*  Their  general  merits  and  demeritB,  when  contrasted 
with  the  several  machines  hitherto  in  general  use  fur  the 
manufacture  of  small  arms,  will,  perhaps,  be  better  un- 
derstood by  pointing  out  the  difference  of  the  results 
produced  by  them,  than  by  any  very  accurate  descrip- 
tion of  the  m'scbinea  themselves. 

"  It  is  well  known,  we  believe,  that  arms  have  never 
yet  been  miide  ao  exactly  similar  to  each  other,  by  any 
other  process,  aa  to  require  no  marking  of  their  several 
parts,  and  so  that  those  parts,  on  being  changed,  would 
suit  equally  well  when  applied  to  every  other  arm,  (of 
the  same  kind))  but  the  machines  we  have  examined  ef- 
fect this  with  a  certainty  and  precision  we  sliould  not 
have  believed  till  we  witnessed  their  operation. 

**To  determine  this  point,  and  (est  their  uniformity 
beyond  all  controversy,  we  requested  Colonel  Lee,  act- 
ing superintendent  of  the  United  States  armory  at  this 
place,  to  send  to  Hall's  armory  five  boxes,  containing  100 
rifles  manufactured  by  bim  in  1824,  and  which  bad  been 
in  the  arsenal  [United  Slates  arsenal]  since  that  period. 
We  then  directed  two  of  bis  workmen  to  atrip  off  the 
work  from  the  stocks  of  the  whcde  haodred,  and  also  to 
lake  to  pieoct  the  seKiml  parts  of  the  recehrcrsb  to  call- 


ed, and  scattered  them  promiscuously  over  a  long  Join- 
ers' workbench.  One  hundred  stocks  were  then  brought 
from  Hall's  armory,  which  had  been  just  finished,  and  j>n 
which  no  work  or  mounting  bad  ever  been  put.  Tbe 
workmen  then  commenced  putting  the  work  taken  from 
off  the  stocks  brought  from  the  United  States  arsenal  on 
the  100  new  stocks,  the  work  having  been  repeatedly 
mixed  and  changed  by  us  and  the  woramen  alsot  all  this 
waa  done  in  our  preaence,  and  tbe  arms,  as  fast  as  they 
were  put  together,  were  handed  to  us  and  minutely  ex- 
amined. We  were  unable  to  discover  any  inaccuracy  in 
any  of  their  parta  fitting  each  other,  and  we  are  fully 
persoaded  that  the  parts  fitted,  after  all  tbe  changes 
they  must  hare  undergone  by  tbe  workmen,  aa  well  aa 
those  made  designedly  by  us  in  tbe  course  of  two  or 
three  days,  with  as  much  accuracy  and  correctness  at 
they  did  when  on  the  stocks  to  which  tbey  originally  be- 
longed. 

*'  If  (he  uniformity,  therefore,  in  tbe  component  parts 
of  small  arn^s  is  an  important  desideratum,  which,  we 
presume,  will  not  be  doubted  by  any  one  the  least  con- 
vereant  with  the  subjectt  it  ia,  in  our  opinion,  complete- 
ly accomplished  by  the  plan  which  Captain  Hall  has  car- 
ried into  effrct.  By  no  other  process  known  (o  us  (and 
we  have  seen  moat,  if  not  all,  that  are  in  use  in  the  United 
States)  could  arms  be  made  so  exactly  alike  as  to  inter- 
change and  require  no  marks  on  the  different  parts;  and 
we  very  much  doubt  whether  the  best  workmen  that 
may  be  aeleeted  hom  any  armory,  with  the  aid  of  the 
best  machines  in  use  elsewhere,  could,  in  a  whole  life, 
make  a  hundred  rifles  or  muskets  that  would,  after  be- 
ing promiscuously  mixed  together,  fit  each,  other  with 
the  exact  nicety  that  is  to  be  found  in  those  manufactur- 
ed by  Captain  Hall." 

An  attempt  had  been  made  by  the  Government  of 
France,  as  early  as  1723,  to  accomplish  the  identical  con- 
struction of  firearmat  but  it  waa  abandoned,  after  expend- 
ing a  larg^  amount  in  the  experiment.  The  attempt  was 
renewed  in  17&5;  some  hundreds  of  sets  were  made,  but, 
on  being  subjected  to  proof,  it  was  found  that  tbe  arms 
were  only  similar^  not  identical,  and  the  effort  was  again 
abandoned. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  Captain  Hall  had  epent  the  best  part 
ofa  long  life  in  the  fibrication  of  Brms,^nd  machinery 
connected  with  (heir  manufacture.  He  had  obtained 
patents  for  his  invention,  according  to  lawi  and  both  his 
rifles  and  carbines,  as  well  as  the  machinery  for  (heir 
identical  construction,  had  been  introduced  and  were 
extensively  used  in  our  armory.  The  bill  which  had 
been  reported  made  an  appropriation  of  $30,000,  to  be 
paid  to  Mr.  Hall  for  the  right  of  using  bis  arms  and  ma- 
chinery by  the  United  States.  A  sum  equal  to  this  bad 
been  paid  hy  an  act  of  the  last  session  to  Captain  Bell,  of 
the  ordnance,  for  his  patent  right  to  bis  new  mode  of 
pointing  cannont  and  he  conndered  tbe  improvements  of 
Captain  Hall  as  a  much  more  important  invention. 
There  had  not  been  a  full  meeting  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee when  he  was  instructed  to  report  the  bill.  Tbe 
sum  fixed  on  was  (he  lowest  proposed  by  any  member 
present.  He  bad  no  doubt  (hat,  if  all  (he  facts  were  un- 
derstood by  the  Senate,  a  larger  Bum  would  be  voted  to 
Mr.  Hall.  The  statements  now  on  our  table  sustained 
this  opinion,  lliey  could  he  read,  if  any  Senator  wished 
it.  Tlie  Senator  from  Missiasippi  [Mr.  Black]  said  there 
waa  some  prejudice  against  Hall's  rifle.  Mr.  T.  said 
that  was  true.  He  bad  himself  entertained  strong  pre] 
judices  until  the  arm  had  been  distributed,  and  had  come 
into  actual  service.  He  was  convinced  of  its  durability 
and  usefulness.  He  had  been,  as  it  were,  raised  with  a 
rifle  in  his  bandt  and,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the 
one  now  referred  to,  he  was  glad  to  state  bis  confidence 
in  ita  importance.  Tbe  reports  vfnhe  A'^fl^*  bowrds 
of  skilful  officers  would^bjEdttf^eh^icbiNddglfw  Senate. 
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The  Senitor  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pbbstoh]  ob- 
jected to  Ihe  Kcond  aeetion  of  the  bWU  on  account  or  the 
prnviuon  K  contained  for  the  employment  of  Mr.  Htli  in 
our  armory  at  Htrper'f  Ferry.  Mr.  H.  waa  now  em- 
ployed, he  believed,  under  a  regulation  of  the  Deptrt- 
ment.  His  services  hsd  been  found  indispensable;  he 
had  been  continually  making  improvements  in  the  ma- 
chinery used  there.  If  the  bill  passed,  the  Executive 
wst  autborized  to  employ  Ur.  II.  at  a  salary  not  exceed- 
ing $3,500,  and  hia  aervicea  could  be  dispensed  with 
wSenerier  tbe  Prerident  or  Con  great  thought  proper. 
Mr.  Hall  had  been  ofTered  double  the  amount  proposed 
to  be  givep  him  by  the  bill,  by  an  sgentof  a  foreign  Gov- 
ernmenl.ifor  leave  to  use  in  that  Government  his  patent 
right  for  his  invention;  but  he  had  rejected  (he  proposi- 
tion, and  chow  to  depend  on  the  justice  and  liberality  of 
hia  own  Government. 

Ur.  T.  aaid  that  it  had  been  his  du(y,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  bring  this  subject 
before  the  Senate.  He  had  done  so  in  a  manner  that 
would,  he  believed,  give  the  members  »  proper  under- 
standing of  the  case.  If,  however,  further  information 
was  called  lor,  the  rest  of  (he  report  could  be  read,  lie 
felt,  personally,  no  solicitude  on  the  subject,  lie  knew 
that  other  arms,  more  recently  invented,  hsd  been  pre- 
sented at  the  War  Department,  and  that  a  board  bad 
been  directed  to  examine  and  prove  thtm.  But  that 
board  was  unable  to  prosecute  that  duty  tatiafactorily 
during  tbe  cold  weather  of  last  month.  A  report  need 
not  be  expected  before  we  adjournt  and  he  would  be 
content  should  the  Senate  postpone  the  deciiion  of  this 
case  until  the  next  session,  or  determine  upon  it  at  this 
time.  He  could  not  doubt  that  the  inventor  of  this  val- 
uable and  useful  improvement  would  one  day  be  amply 
compensated  by  our  Government. 

Mr.  PRESTON  also  explained;  hut  observed  that  va- 
rious discoveries  had  been  made  since  the  rifle  of  Captain 
Hall,  which  migltt  possibly  supersede  it.  To  settle  this 
point,  a  series  of  experiments  had  been  instituted,  and 
were  proceeding  at  this  time.  He  doubled  the  propriety 
of  passing  tbe  bill  in  the  mean  time,  lie  admitted  the  merit 
of  that  part  of  Captain  Hall's  invention  by  which  the  vari- 
ous parts  of  a  musket  were  made  so  uniformly  thnt  they 
might  prumis^ously  be  isken,  and  at  once  be  put  to- 
gether, and  would  Ht  perfectly. 

Mr.  TIPTON  further  explained,  and  vin  ticated  the 
provisions  of  ibe  bill.  It  was  not  imperative,  but  only 
pernaitted  the  Executive  to  employ  his  services  as  long 
as  they  might  be  needed,  at  a  salary  nut  exceeding 
#2,500  a  year. 

Mr.  LINN  testified,  from  tbe  result  of  experience  on 
the  Western  frontier,  to  the  merits  of  this  rifle,  of  which 
he  spoke  in  high  terms. 

Mr.  BLACK  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  tablet  vliteh 
motion  prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table  ac< 
cordingly. 

COLONEL  ARBUCELB. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Matthew  Arbuckle, 
of  the  United  States  army,  having  reference  to  certain 
land  claims  in  Louisiana,  was  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  tl)e  Whole,  and  explanations  of  it,  involving  various 
legal  considerations,  were  given  by  Mr.  SEVIER  in  its 
favor,  and  by  Messrs.  PItP.STON,  BLACK,  BUCHAN- 
AN, and  FULTQX,  in  opposition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCHANAN,  the  bill  was  amend- 
ed by  requiring  Colonel  Arbuckle  to  pay  $1  25  per  acre 
to  the  United  States  for  the  lands  in  question,  un  bis  ac- 
ceptance of  the  bill:  Ayes  16,  noes  II. 

A  motion  to  lay  tbe  bill  on  the  table  was  negatived,  by 
yeas  16,  nays  17.  And  having  been  further  amended,  it 
was  lost,  on  the  question  of  its  engrossment,  by  ycu  16, 
nays  16. 


After  tlie  conaideration  of  several  otberbilli. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


TcxsDAT,  Fkbbuabt  28. 
INAUGURATION  OF  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNI- 
TED STATES. 
Tbe  PRESIDENT  pro.  tern,  presented  a  letUr  !tm 
tbe  President  elect  ot  the  United  States,  informing  (be 
Senate  that  be  would  be  ready  to  take  the  tuual  «lk 
of  office  on  Saturday,  March  4,  at  13  o'doek,  noon,  at 
such  place  and  in  such  manner  as  tbe  Senate  night 
designate. 

Mr.  GRUNDT  offered  a  resolution  for  the  sppdot. 
ment  of  a  committee  of  arrangements,  to  mskelheR* 
quistte  preparations  for  administering  tbe  oath  ts  the 
President  elect  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  he  would  like  to  inquire  whether  pre- 
cedents had  been  examined  on  this  subject.  He  wis 
aware  that  (he  Senate  had  always  bad  a  peculiar  tf/eeej 
in  tbia  business;  but  he  wu  not  aware  why  the  Senite 
should  act  upon  it  any  more  than  the  House,  or  why  '* 
was  not  a  Joint  concern,  lie  remembered  that,  m  tbe 
first  election  of  Mr.  Monroe,  the  committee  of  (he  Sen- 
ate applied  to  him,  as  Speaker  of  the  House,  forlbeuse 
of  the  chamber  of  tbe  House)  and  be  bad  told  them  tbit 
be  would  put  the  chamber  in  order  for  the  use  of  tbe 
Senste,  but  the  control  of  it  he  did  not  feel  aadwrited 
to  surrender.  They  wished  also  to  bring  tn  the  fine  red 
chairs  of  the  Senate,  but  he  told  them  it  couMnolbe 
donei  (he  plain  democratic  chairs  of  the  Houie  vere 
more  becoming.  The  consequence  was,  that  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, instead  of  taking  the  oath  within  doors,  took  it  out- 
side, in  the  open  atr,  in  front  of  the  Capitol.  Ur.  C. 
mentioned  this  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  inqaitTt 
what  was  the  practice,  and  on  what  it  was  founded,  sad 
why  the  Senate  had  the  exclusive  care  of  adminiiteriat; 
the  oath. 

Hr.  GRUNDY  said  tbe  committee  had  found  no  so- 
tborily  but  several  precedents,  nhich  were  in  strict  l^ 
cordance  with  the  proposition  now  proposed  (o  be  made. 
He  did  not  recollect  any  instance  in  which  the  House  h^ 
participated  in  it*  and,  In  fsC,  the  House,  sssticb,hsd 
no  existence,  their  term  having  expired  on  (he  preceding 
day.  The  committee  bad  examined  three  cases  of  more 
modern  date,  and  had  found  nothing  in  opposition  to  (be 
practice  proposed.  If  the  committee  could  not  get  into 
tbe  Housr,  they  could  go  out  of  doors. 

The  resnlution  was  adopted,  and  the  Chair  «ss  lu* 
(horized  to  appoint  the  above-named  cummtttee  of  three 
members. 

THE  DISTBIBUTION  QUESTION. 

Tlie  Senate,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  t^ 
fortification  bill;  and  the  question  being  on  (heimeiid- 
ment  reported  by  tbe  Committee  on  Finance,  Tii:  lo 
strike  out  (he  second  section  nf  (he  bill,  which  coDtain* 
the  provision  for  the  dislribulion  among  the  Slates  m 
any  surplus  which  may  remain  in  the  Treasury  oB  tbe  W 
of  January,  183S—  , 

Mr.  CALHOUN  regretted  that  tbe  committee  w 
not  made  a  written  report  on  so  important  a  recomiDeoo- 
ation. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  explained  that  the  second  section  of  tM 
bill  being  neither  more  nor  less  (ban  Ihe  bill  fonnw'/ 
introduced  by  (he  Senator  from  South  Carolina  hinww 
the  case  was-lully  understood  by  all  the  Senate,  and  nee* 
ed  no  consumption  of  time  to  txplain  it.  As  to  a  *^||^ 
report,  there  had  been  no  time  to  prepare  on«,  ewnW 
the  committee  deemed  it  necessary.  . 

Hr.  CALHOUN  reminded  tbe  Senate  of  the  triunp*' 
ant  maioriiy  by  which  the  dcpuite  bill  bad  bw  Hap' 
ed  at  the  last  >««ion|^^^cW^@g>F0 
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rifiw  then  to  ehanffc  the  principle  of  the  meuHre  in  any 
respect,  he  wu  conient  to  rest  the  present  qiietliiin  on 
the  principlei  then  to  unsntwerably  esisbliahedi  snd 
the  discuHion  by  which  they  bsTl  been  defended  at  the 
lut  session. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  tiid  that  the  principles  which  hsrl  gov- 
eme<t  his  course  Isit  yesr  did  remain  unchanged,  and 
should  govern  it  now.  As  to  others,  he  presumed  their 
votes  last  sesilon  had  been  gorerMd  mainly  by  the  fact 
tkat  a  taif  e  surplus  wu  aeluslly  in  existence,  and  must 
be  disposed  of  in  some  way.  Such  was  not  now  the 
^tf  and  if  any  gentlemen  should  change  their  course,  tt 
was  Tor  (hem  and  not  for  Hr.  W.  to  give  the  reasons  Tor 
such  change. 

Sir.  CLAY  inquired  whether  it  was  the  intention  of 
-the  ehairnMii  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  those  with 
whom  he  acted,  that  if  a  «urpluB  arose  it  was  to  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  deposile  bank^  where  it  drew  an  in* 
terest  of  two  per  cent.,  while  in  the  hands  of  tlie  States 
it  would  yield  six.  He  wss  anxious  to  know  what  wss 
to  be  the  policy  of  the  administration  in  regard  to  this 
matter. 

[Ur.  Wbiobt  interpoied,  to  say  that  its  policy  would 
be  to  have  no  surplus.] 

Then  (repried  Mr.  C.}  lake  the  land  bill,  like  an  hon* 
est  man,  and  there  is  a  perfect  remedy  for  the  difficultj-. 
Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to  the  remarks  msde  b^  Mr. 
RiTBs,  in  the  dtseussion  of  the  expunging  resolution,  as 
to  the  democratic  character  of  the  Senate,  and  appealed 
lo  the  body  now  to  show  whether  it  would  justify  this 
eharaeter  by  opposing  a  measure  coming  it  from  the 
confcsesdly  democntie  branch  of  the  Oovemnent  He 
called  upon  all  who  iMd  voted  for  the  distribulion  bill  of 
the  last  sesiion  to  rally  round  their  own  principle!,  and 
oppose  the  striking  out.  But,  by  way  of  compro- 
mise, he  proposed  the  adoption  of  the  land  bill,  &c.  He 
concluded  fay  demanding  the  yeas  and  najis. 

Mr.  BUCHANA^f  said  he  was  one  of  those  who  in- 
tended to  vole  against  (be  amendment  to  the  fortification 
bill  wbicli  bad  been  adopted  in  (he  House,  directing  that 
the  surplus  revenue  exceeding  five  millions  of  oullars 
which  might  remain  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  day  of 
Janaary  next,  should  be  deposited  with  (he  Slates,  under 
the  provinuns  of  the  depoate  act  whicli  had  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress.  As  he  had  advocated  the 
passage  of  that  act,  it  became  necessary  that  he  should 
make  afiTW  observstionsexplaoatory  of  the  course  which 
he  purposed  to  pursue  on  ine  present  occasitm. 

Mr.  B.  stated  that  there  wasbut  little  analogy  between 
tliesc  two  measures,  unless  it  might  be  that  they  were 
both  called  deposite  bills.  This  was  the  chief  punt  of 
resemblance.  The  principles  upon  which  the  present 
proportion  was  now  adroeated  were  entirely  different 
from  those  which  had  been  assumed  by  the  friends  of 
the  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session.  And  here  he  must 
be  permitted  to  express  his  regret  that  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Cux]  seemed  tobavealMndoaedhisbill 
to  dislribale  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the 
States.  Fur  his  own  part,  he  infinitely  preferred  that 
measure  to  the  one  now  before  the  Senate. 

What  were  the  principles  (said  Mr.  B.)  upon  which 
the  deposite  bill  of  the  lut  session  rested^  There  was 
then  a  vast  sum  of  public  money,  beyond  the  wants  of 
the  Government,  in  (he  deposite  banks,  whilst  an  abso- 
lute certsinty  existed  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  this  &ur- 

EhM  would  be  greatly  increased.  At  that  time,  these 
snkswere  not  bound  to  psy  any  interest  on  their  depos- 
ites.  These  accumulations  of  public  money  were  loaned 
cut  by  them  to  individuals,  whilst  all  the  profiis  srising 
from  such  losns  weiit  into  the  pockets  of  their  stock- 
fcolders.  A  wild  spirit  of  speculation  was  thus  fostered, 
which  threatened  to  destroy  the  regular  business  of  the 
country,  and  to  convert  our  public  domain  into  piper 
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money.  Tlie  enormous  evils  of  this  system  were  palpa- 
ble. The  banks  were  then  inflicting  deep  injuries  upon 
(he  country,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  used  thismoney; 
and  it  was  every  day  becoming  more  and  more  un- 
certain whether  they  would  be  able  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  Government,  when  called  upon  for  (bis  purpose. 

Under  these  peculiar  circumstances,  what  was  (o  be 
done?  We  were  compelled  to  choose  between  two  great 
evils.  We  must  either  have  suffered  the  money  to  re- 
main In  the  banks,  and  subjected  the  country  to  the  eon- 
sequencesi  or  It  became  our  duty  to  deposite  it  with 
the  States  and  give  (hem  the  advantage  of  using  it  until 
it  should  be  required  by  the  wants  of  the  Government. 
Ho  olher  practical  alternative  could  be  presented.  For 
my  own  pari,  I  felt  no  hesitation  in  nuking  my  choice. 

At  that  time  it  seemed  to  have  been  admitted  by  every 
Senator,  thit,  as  a  general  system,  it  would  be  extreme- 
ly dangerous  to  (he  country  annually  to  distribute  the 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  among  the  States.  No  voice 
)  was  raised  in  favor  of  such  a  principle.  It  waa  univer- 
sally condemned.  Asa  plan  of  general  policy,  a  worse 
one  can  nevt  r  be  devised.  If  pursued,  it  must,  in  a  very 
few  years,  destroy  the  character  of  this  Government. 
Let  it  once  be  established,  and  all  men  can  see  the  in- 
evitable consequences.  Every  Senator  and  every  Bep- 
resenUtive  will  then  come  to  Congress  with  strong 
feelings  directly  hostile  to  the  beat  interests  of  the 
Fedenil  Government.  Instead  of  having  our  e^es  ex- 
clusively fixed  upon  those  great  national  objects  intrust- 
ed  to  uur  care  by  the  constitution,  we  would  be  more 
or  less  than  men  if  we  could  banish  from  our  minds 
the  con^erstion  that  the  full  amount  of  every  appro- 
priation for  such  purposes  would  be  so  muoh  deducted 
from  the  surplus  to  which  our  respective  States  would 
be  entitled  at  the  close  of  the  yesr.  The  question  will 
then  be  not  merely  what  appropriations  are  necessary  to 
promote  ihe  general  interest  of  the  country,  but  blend- 
ed with  this  quesiioii  will  be  another — how  much  can  be 
withheld  from  those  purposes,  and  to  what  extent  can 
Ihe  dividend  of  our  own  Statra  be  thus  incressed^  For 
example:  a  proposed  fortification  will  cost  half  a  million; 
In  voting  for  or  sgsinst  it,  the  considerttion  will  necet* 
sarity  obtrude  itself,  would  it  not  be  better,  would  it  not 
be  productive  of  more  good,  to  distribute  (bis  sum 
among  our  own  States^  In  pesce,  it  is  our  duly  lo  pre- 
pare fnr  war.  With  this  view,  a  proposition  is  made  to 
increase  our  navy.  This  may  be  necessary  to  protect 
our  commerce,  and  to  present  such  an  array  of  our  pow- 
er to  foreign  nations,  that  they  will  not  dare  to  injure  our 
cilisens,  or  to  insult  our  flag  upon  the  ocean.  In  voting 
upon  such  a  proposition,  how  easily  may  we  delude 
ourselves  with  the  ides  that  (here  is  no  danger,  and 
that  the  country  will  derive  more  real  benefit  from 
expending  the  necessary  amount  upon  railroads  and 
canals  in  the  respective  States.  Every  dullar  whidi 
can  be  wilbdawn  from  the  General  QovemRWOt 
is  a  doiUr  given  to  the  States.  Establish  this  poU^, 
and  you  set  up  a  principle,  to  use  a  Senalortal  word, 
otuaf(onittieal  to  the  constitutions!  and  efficient  exercise 
of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government.  You  will 
thus  paraljze  the  energies  of  this  Government,  and  re- 
duce it  to  almost  (he  same  feeble  condition  in  which  it 
was  placed  under  (be  old  articles  of  confederalion.  Can 
the  Senator  from  South  Csrol'na  [Mr.  CauoDii]  deny, 
has  he  dented,  tbatthiswould  be  tlie  effect  of  such  a  sys- 
tem f  Under  its  operation,  will  it  not  always  be  a  question 
bow  much  will  this  or  will  that  appropriation  for 
national  ptirposes  deduct  from  Stsle  dividends'  You 
thus  present  lo  (he  very  sgenls  selected  to  sdminiater 
the  Fkderal  Government  llie  strongest  temptations  to 
violate  their  duly. 

The  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session  was  advocated  up- 
on the  pnntiple  that  it  waa  to  be  a  vngi^  *^ 
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to  be  jiutified  *lotie  upon  the  extreme  neeeuity  which 
then  existed.  Whit  is  now  the  stftte  of  the  cueF  This 
■mendment  has  been  ingrsfled  by  the  House  upon  sn 
orduury  sppropristion  bill.  From  the  very  nsture  of 
such  bills,  tliey  ought  (o  be,  and  generally  are,  confined 
to  cranls  or  money  for  (lie  execution  oF  existing  laws, 
■nd  for  carrying  lolo  efFecl  the-nettled  policy  of  the 
country.  To  anile  this  deposite  lectioni  in  the  same 
bill,  with  the  appropristiona  neeetnry  to  complete  our 
qrs tem  of  fortineations,  ia  to  declare  to  the  world  that  it 
has  become  a  part  of  our  settled  policy.  Does  any  ne- 
cessity now  exist  fur  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure.^ 
Are  we  now  placed  in  the  same  situation  in  which  we 
were  at  the  last  aession  of  Congreu?  Will  there  he  any 
aurplus  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  be- 
yond five  mitlioosf  Has  this  het  been  aKertained.^ 
Shadows,  clouds,  and  darknen,  rest  upon  the  qnestion. 
Whether  there  will  be  or  not  is  uneertain,  contingent, 
dependent  upon  the  action  of  Congress,  and  upon  the 
specalatiens  in  (he  public  lands.  My  own  impression 
iff,  that,  if  (here  should  be  a  surplus,  it  will  be  compara- 
tively amallt  unless  Ibis  very  proposition  fi-r  ila  deposite 
whb  the  Statea  should  be  the  means  of  creating  it,  by  de- 
fcating  the  passage  of  important  bills  for  (be  dcienee 
and  benefit  of  the  country.  What  necessity  now  exists 
for  the  adoption  of  (his  measure  t  If  there  shall  be  a  sur- 
plua  wben  Con|^rets  meet  on  (he  lit  of  December  next, 
it  will  then  be  time  enough  to  provide  for  its  diiposition . 
One  g^eat  objection  to  this  measure  is,  that  it  will  mske 
the  extreme  medicine  of  the  constitution  its  daily  bread. 
It  has  already  become  so  fiimiliar  to  us  that  Senators 
are  now  witling  to  insert  it  in  an  ordinary  appropriation 
bill,  and  (hus  make  it  (he  settled  policy  of  the  country. 
It  dioukl  be  (he  exception,  not  the  rule.  Above  all,  it 
is  a  remedy  to  which  we_ought  never  to  resort  until  we 
know  that  a  surplus  exists,  or  are  absolutely  certain  (hat 
it  will  exikt.    Sufficient  fur  tbe  daV  is  the  evil  thereof. 

1  diall  not  now  speak  of  tbe  unhappy  influence  which 
this  system  of  distnbution  would  exert  upon  the  State 
Goremmenls  themselvest  because  I  have  not  risen  to 
make  a  general  speech,  hut  merely  to  place  m  own 
conduct,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  in  its  true  light. 

And  now,  sir,  permit  me  sgsin  to  express  my  sorrow 
that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Hr.  Clit]  bad  not 
been  willing  to  postpone  ihia  question,  and  to  wait  until 
tbe  next  session.  Then  bis  land  bill  might  be  presented 
to  Congrrsa  under  brighter  auspices  than  it  has  ever 
been  heretofore.  If  a  choice  is  to  be  made  between  that 
bill  and  a  system  of  distributing  surpluses,  it  will  not  be 
difficult  fur  me  to  decide.  1'hcre  is,  in  my  judgment, 
no  comparison  between  the  two.  If  you  grant  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  to  the  States  as  their  right, 
this  is  one  source  of  revenue  which  you  withdraw  from 
tbe  control  of  Congreu.  Our  system  of  policy  would 
ibna  be  rendered  fixed  and  alabic*  We  could  then 
aeeommodate  our  dutiei  on  importi  to  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  Government,  and  our  tariff*  would  not 
be  Nhject  to  those  perpetual  changes  which  must  ever 
exist  whilst  we  derive  a  portion  of  our  revenue  from 
Hcb  a  fluctuating  source  as  that  of  the  public  lands. 
The  States  would  receive  this  money,  not  as  a  mitter  of 
bounty,  but  of  right.  They  would,  therefore,  not  feel 
dependent  for  it  upon  the  General  Government.  Nearly 
all  the  evils  attendant  upon  a  distribution  of  the  sur- 
pluses would  thus  forever  be  avoidedi  and  Congreas 
would  then  be  compelled  to  raise  the  revenue  necessary 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Government  from  the 
customs  and  from  other  taxes.  Tbis  would  introduce  a 
wholesome  spirit  of  cconnmy  into  our  councilx,  without 
making  it  the  interest  of  the  Senators  and  liepresenta- 
tirea  in  Congreas  to  array  themselves  againat  appro- 
priationa  for  objects  of  a  national  character.  I  sliould 
tberefore  have  rejoiced,  bad  tbe  Senator  from  Kentucky 


adhered  to  hia  land  bill  and  opposed  this  amendoKal, 
which,  if  it  should  prevail,  must  destroy  that  nesmre. 
For  my  own  part,  1  shall  vote  to  strike  this  amendneBt 
from  the  bill,  without  the  alightest  apprehenriOD  «f  mk- 
Jecting  myself  to  the  charge  of  inconsistency. 

Mr.  BtVES  explMned,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cut,  (bil  b 
remark^  aa  to  tbe  aristocratic  character  of  the  Santf, 
had  no  reference  to  the  Individual  tihanoter  of  its  M' 
bers,  but  to  the  constitution  of  the  entire  body,  iaik 
collective  capacity,  as  farthest  removed  from  nctpics' 
aion  of  the  popular  will. 

As  to  the  appeal  of  the  Senator  to  the  majority  oftfe 
Senate  to  exhibit  a  deference  to  the  will  of  the  ptejJ^ 
aa  expreascd  by  a  vote  of  tbe  other  Ugese,  it  vnld 
have  had  more  weight  had  tt  been  seconded  tbe  ei- 
ample  of  the  Senator  himself.  Mr.  8.  then  alhiM  tt 
the  Blern  rejection  of  the  three  million  appreprtetoi  w 
fortifications,  which  had  been  proposed  by  the  MoaseiJ 
RepreKntativea  on  a  former  memorable  ocessioa.  Tbe 
Senate  «as  now  committed  before  the  worM  toai]«- 
tem  of  policy  which  was  opposed  to  the  accunwIstiM  m 
surplus  revenuci  and  there  was  not  the  slifhtertinMs- 
slalency  if,  in  ndberenee  to  that  poTiey,  it  reje^ed  i 
meaaurt  which  was  founded  on  a  policy  direetty  tbe  tt 
verse  of  this.  Mr.  R.  adverted,  as  Mr.  Buciuix  W 
done,  to  the  different  circumstances  in  which  tl«  8rt- 
ate  had  been  placed  at  tbe  laat  sesvon,  sa  a  ">"acri 
reason  why  be  bad  advocated  a  similar  measure,  atlSR 
time,  to  that  which  he  should  now  oppose. 

Mr.  PRESTON  waa  understood  to  say  that  Hm  Sts> 
ate  had  been  regarded  and  rrpreaeatcd  u  an  ariMMK 
body  while  M  was  opposed  to  the  administratis^  W 
eeaaed  to  be  to  when  it  changed  to  tbe  opposite  adc  a 
politica.  He  regretted  that  tt  waa  so  oAciallv  lerwdn 
the  time,  and  hoped  hereafter  that  it  would  Ml  be  « 
referred  to  at  all. 

The  obaervationa  (he  aaid)  of  the  Senator  fr« 
ginia  [Hr.  Rivxs]  were  sound  and  Judidous,  m^'*' 
they  related  to  frcisi  but  Mr.  P.  had  come  loadlcrtii 
conclusion  from  that  which  Mr.  H.  bad  dnwa  fr«ftk 
premises.  In  the  esse  of  very  hirge  sppropniW* 
from  sn  abundance  of  money,  (he  question  lesoily  <*' 
curred  whether  it  might  not  be  saved  for  their  e«W' 
uentsithui  avoiding  a  wsstefiil  and  ineipedieat expo* 
iture.  Could  not  the  money  be  eared  now  ™ 
constituents  or  for  the  States.  The  tendency  of  ■  sar- 
plua  was  to  make  members  of  Congress  wfiif* 
prodigal,  which  could  only  be  corrected  by  tbeir  bnif 
■limuhted  to  the  very  inquiry  which  the  geniloDaB  ftw 
Virginia  had  su^ebted.  Could  it  be  expected  tbsi"* 
an  mquiry  would  make  them  niggardly  '"^P?^!!! 
ouaf  The  annual  expenditure  was  now  tSO,W0,WV 
$40,000,000.  Could  there  be  any  danger,  in  th«*rtej 
things,  of  too  great  economy?  We  were  ^l^"*"*"??!, 
whelmed  by  astirplus,  which  we  might  get  ckaroitfi^ 
by  distributing  among  the  State*,  or  bysweUisftMn' 
pendituresoasto  absorbit.  If  one  « the  otherofthw 
measures  must  be  perpetual,  Mr.  P.  would  prefcrisb** 
distribution  to  habitual  exorbitant  expendihire.  i^f 
former,  though  an  evil,  had  attached  to  it  a  <l4'^ 
justice.  The  biter,  a  continued  wasteful  "."^P^f?!: 
expenditure,  was  the  worst  possible  conditioo sti»| 
body  politic.  But  Mr.  P.  was  opposed  in  both  "CW" 
this  eternal  sweat,  abd  would  much  rather  reduce 
once  by  the  lancet. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  regarded  the  measure  of  d"*'"'*:  j 
having  a  stiong  tendency  to  produce  (he  very  etftf 
inquiry  to  which  he  had  alluded.    P«»s  "^1 
ure  of  difctribution,  and  it  would  arouse  'he  Stt"* 
look,  not  into  the  Urifl',  but  into  (be  annual 
ment  expenditure  of  #30,000,000;  and  they 
why  is  atl  (his  squandered^   Why  is  not  the 
duced  within  reawnable  linitfrMd  tbe  rmdee  pn*  " 
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u%i  The  result  (Hr.  P.  urged)  of  ihii  woukl  be  tb»t  the 
expeoditure  would  be  reduced  to  some  fouHeen  or  six- 
teen millions. 

Tbe  dimied  ution  of  this  Ooremment,  Hr.  P.  siid, 
bad  crer  been  over-action.  Too  mudi  power  ms  eon- 
ocntrsted  here,  snd  the  whole^  system  wxa  overloaded. 
The  MetMire  of  distribution  would  sroute  the  Ststes^  Juid 
Mggest  Ml  inquiry  into  the  means  of  saving  tbe  expendi- 
ture of  the  people's  money;  and  there  was  no  danger  of 
its  being  reduced  too  low.  The  powers  and  wants  of 
Ibe  original  Government  were  few  and  aimplet  it  was 
for  wiDe  UtDe  kept  within  tbe  proper  sphere  of  its  ac- 
tion,  and  was  m  that  the  people  could  desire.  But 
CongMM  had  itrengtbened  the  Executive  by  ezpendi- 
(oKf,  which  must  all  go  tbroagh  his  bands.  Mr.  P.  de- 
■ired  to  relieve  tbe  wants  of  the  country  t  but  he  was  still 
more  desirous  that  the  Government  should  be  reduced 
to  its  proper  action. 

Gentlemen  differed  (said  Mr.  P.)  in  regard  to  the 
question  whether  there  would  or  would  not  be  a  sur- 
plu*.  But  If  there  should  be  a  surplus,  did  they  intend 
tb»t  it  should  remain  in  the  banks?  If  there  should  be  a 
■nrplosi  all  concurred  in  the  expression  of  the  opinion 
that  it  ought  to  be  distributed.  Butsupposethereshould 
be  none,  a  law  of  distribution  would  not  take  effect,  and 
could,  therefore,  be  the  caug^  of  no  evil.  It  was  best 
(he  said)  to  guard  on  the  aide  of  danger,  on  the  supposi- 
tion Uiat  there  might  be  a  surplus.  Gentlemen  up  to 
Ihc  cloie  of  the  last  seiaion  insisted  that  there  woultl  not  ' 
then  be  ft  cent  of  iurplaa,  and  they  came  upon  us  with 
Ibe  full  cry  of  wait,  wait  till  there  is  a  surplus.'  Was  it 
proper  to  wait  till  the  dai^er  was  upon  ut,  or  to  pro- 
Ttde  beforehand  even  for  iis  possible  occurrence?  If 
there  should  be  no  surplus,  there  would,  in  any  case,  be 
no  danger.  They  ought  to  provide  for  the  danger, 
vhicb  could  possibly  result  in  no  harm  if  there  should  he 
no  surplus,  notwithstanding  gentlemen  argued  that  the 
law  would  have  a  deleterious  effect  on  the  minds  of  the 
people.  If  there  should  be  no  surplus,  there  was  no 
poeaibility  of  iu  debauching  the  people.  The  only  safe 
Btode  was  to  provide  for  a  distributinn. 

But  the  probability  was,  that  there  would  be  a  sur- 
plus|  and,  small  or  great,  it  was  better  to  distribute  it 
among  the  States  than  leave  it  in  the  banks.  If  there, 
Ibe  bubble  of  paper  drculation,  promoted  by  it,  would 
burst,  and  it  would  be  in  dangert  though  the  loss  to  the 
Treasury  would  be  slight,  in  comparison  of  the  general 
cabmily.  Let  it  be  generally  understood  that  when 
there  should  be  a  surplus,  tbe  banks  were  not  to  have  it, 
but  it  would  go  back  to  tbe  Slates.  Some  uf  them  had 
turned  the  b^k  of  the  hand  for  a  moment  when  it  was 

{iresentedf  but  where  waa  the  State  that  had  actually  re- 
used to  receive  it?  Some  of  them  were  eny  in  their 
VfttdSf  but  when  a  great  evil  was  to  be  avoided,  they 
Ibought  it  better  to  get  clear  of  it  by  submitting  to  the 
1ms.  Some  States  had  said  they  would  not  touch  it. 
But  every  one  had  received  it.  Congress  ought  to 
adopt  the  measure  of  distribution  till  the  people  should 
be  aroused,  and  the  expenditures  and  (he  revenue  should 
be  briHight  down  to  tbe  economical  wants  of  tbe  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  CUTHBERT,  having  alluded  rather  indtstincily 
to  the  position  which  Georgia  occupied  in  retation  to 
this  subject,  said  that  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  bad 
stated  very  justly  that  some  means  ought  to  be  devised 
to  prevent  extravagant  expenditure.  But  had  be  been 
as  zealous  in  providing  tbe  proper  means  of  doing  it,  as 
in  condemning  tbe  Govemonenl  for  raising  tbe  expendi- 
tures? Or  when  one  administratioo  raises  their  expendi- 
tures^ did  he  propose  that  another  should  commit,  as  a 
remedy,  an  immediate  robbery  on  the  people,  collecting 
their  money  for  the  purpose  of  diklributioor  Htafriend, 
he  Iboiigbt,  bad  fallen  into  the  extreme  of  error,  propo- 


Ring  to  open  the  way  for  improper  taxation,  and  only 
throwing  flowers  over  the  mysterious  way,  which  might 
hide  his  pit>f«ll. 

Was  this  Government  (Mr.  C.  asked)  established  to 
levy  uxesi  to  collect,  ss  trustees,  the  money  that  was  to 
be  expended  by  the  States'  Certainly  not.  When  it 
collects  taxes,  is  it  to  do  it  for  the  use  of  Ibe  States?  Is 
it  prudent  and  wise  to  engage  the  Government  in  opera- 
tions not  Intended  by  the  conaiitution'  On  (he  other 
band,  is  not  every  operation  of  this  kind  to  be  avoided? 
Mr.  C.  would  ask  the  Senators  from  South  Carolina, 
when  first  (bis  measure  was  retorted  to,  was  it  not 
through  fiear  ami  anxiety?  And  had  it  not  inverted  the 
regular  adminiatratioD  of  the  Government?  Could  a  sin- 
gle instance  be  cited  in  which  new  and  extraordina- 
ry measures  of  (his  kind  had  not  led  (o  evil? 

And  was  there  no  danger  to  (he  Government  from 
this  new  principle?  Could  any  gentleman,  however 
sanguine  in  his  temper,  fail  to  perceive  that  this  opera^ 
tion  would  create  a  disturbance  in  the  machinery  of 
Government?  What  would  be  the  necessary  effect  of 
the  measure?  The  States  would  get  into  the  Treasuiy 
by  anticipation,  and  by  imagination  It  would  already  be 
theirs)  and  not  until  after  the  Government  was  properly, 
sustained  would  the  remainder  go  to  the  Slates,  but 
certain  remnants  would  be  left  by  them  for  the  use  of 
the  Government.  Representatives  from  the  States 
would  CO  roe  here  to  procure  the  means  of  excessive  in- 
ternal improvements,  and  would  leave  the  Government 
just  so  much  as  would  maintain  a  misersble  existence. 
But  there  was  also  another  view  of  the  sutyect.  Such 
wu  the  pride  and  perversion  of  reason  in  the  human 
mind,  so  great  was  tbe  complication  of  motives  that 
might  be  brought  to  bear  upon  It,  that  it  was  impossible 
to  determine,  in  some  cases^  evch  between  two  oppoute 
results.  It  might,  therefore,  be  that  the  States  would 
sink  to  a  pitiful  dependence  on  the  Federal  Government. 
And  who  dared  deny  that  this  might  take  place?  Ta- 
ken either  way,  it  was  a  great  evil  in  the  proper  ma- 
chinery, and  eminently  disturbing  the  principle  of  Gov 
crnment.  How  great  would  be  the  mischief,  it  was  im- 
possible to  determine;  but  even  this  uncertainty,  in  one 
sense,  made  it  ihe  mure  terriflc.  Was  (his  measure, 
then,  to  be  cherished  and  encouraged?  Mr.  C.  called 
upon  Senators  who  had  an  influence  and  name  with  the 
American  people  to  maintun  those  great  principles  on 
which  their  safely  and  happiness  depended. 

The  Senators  ^om  South  Carolina  had  acknowledged, 
not  only  by  tbeir  actions  but  their  wurds,  that  there  was 
no  reason  to  apprehend  •  surplus  in  the  coming  year. 
Tbia,  then,  was  a  new  dread  of  a  aurplus,  which  had 
arisen  suddenly,  since  Saturday  last  at  six  o'dock)  (al- 
luding to  the  origin  of  the  proposition  fof  distribution  in 
the  House.)  That  (Mr.  C.  atiA)  WM  tbe  date  of  this 
new  anxiety. 

Mr.  NILES  here  made  some  remarks  on  the  subject, 
in  opposition  to  distribution,  and  unfavorable  to  the  Sen- 
ate, when  opposed  to  the  administration. 

Here  a  short  conversation  took  place,  by  Messra. 
CLAY,  WRIGHT,  WEBSTER,  and  BENTON,  on  the 
subject  of  suspending  the  action  on  (he  bill  till  to-row- 
rowt  which,  however,  was  not  formally  proposed. 

Mr.  DROWN  remarked  that  the  subject  of  the  debate, 
which  he  had  no  diBposition  to  prolong,  had  no  connex- 
ion whatever  with  the  main  object  of  the  bill.  This 
he  deemed  a  sufBeient  objection  to  (he  propoaidon  as 
now  presented,  even  if  there  were  no  objection  on  prin- 
ciple. The  provision  for  distribution  came  intrenched 
behind  (be  fortification  bilit  and  he  deemed  this  a  sys- 
tem of  legislation  radically  wrong,  in  which  two  great 
questions,  wholly  distinct,  were  so  connected  (bat  Sena- 
tors might  be  compelled  either  to  Xukt  both,  or  else  to 
lose  b«Ti  together.        ^.^^.^^-^^^  CjOOglC 
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The  Senator  from  Keotucky  htd  ntd  that  the  present 
propnsilion  was  identicftl  with  thRt  of  the  last  Hcssion. 
Mr.  B.  thiiughi  there  wM  a  mott  mtierul  diflerence  be- 
iween  (lietn^  and,  in  f^ct,  no  sinriililudr  tt  t>IU  At  the 
Ust  KBsion,  there  wai  an  »c(iul  hwerltined  ■iirplust  but 
now  thtre  was  no  lurpluB  actually  in  the  Treasury. 
There  was  only  ft  poHibiltty  that  it  might  accumulate. 
The  one  was  a  case  of  absolute  neceiaity,  the  surplus  hav- 
ing accumuktt-d  during  seversl  preceding  yiari.  But 
now  they  were  called  on  to  provide  for  a  distribution  of 
a  surplus  which  might  never  occur. 

The  measure,  he  said,  would  be  an  injury  to  the  State 
Oovemments,  by  inducing  them  to  enter  upon  eitrava- 
gant  schemes  of  improvement,  in  anticipation  ofa  surplus. 
Expectations  would  be  excited  by  the  act,  which  would 
never  be  realized.  This,  atimuuiting  l  hem  to  ezlraTE- 
gant  schemes,  would  throw  ihem  into  difficulty,  snd  do 
an  unknown  amount  of  miHchief.  And  why  legislate  at 
all  on  the  subject  at  this^tincturef  The  provisiun  in  the 
bill  proposed  a  distribution  of  (he  surplus  on  the  Ibt  of 
January  next;  but,  before  that  time,  another  session  of 
Congreu  would  commence,  and  there  would  be  time 
enough  then  to  legiilale  on  what  was  ccrlsin,  and  not 
uncertain  or  improbable. 

Another  objection  to  the  measure  was,  that  it  would 
tend  to  fix  perpetual  dit>tribulion  on  the  General  Gnv- 
ernmenl.    The  distribution  law  vf  the  last  se»ion  Ur. 

B.  believed  to  be  judicious,  and  the  lesser  of  the  t«o 
evils,  one  of  which  was  unavoidable.  But  he  would  not 
contribute  to  the  cilablishment  of  a  system  which  he 
eonaidered  pernicious.  And  legialsUon  of  this  kind,  in 
so  quick  succession,  he  thought  was  calculated  to  fix  the 
system  upon  us. 

The  country,  he  thought,  must  feel  greatly  indebted  to 
their  watchful  guardians,  who  were  lor  dividinir  a  sur- 
plus among  them  which  had  no  existence  except  in  ima- 
gination. Mr.  B.  had  always  supposed  that,  when  a 
trust  had  been  committed  to  tnisteeR,  they  had  dis- 
charged their  duty  faithfully  when  they  distributed  funds 
after  tbey  had  actually  accrued.  But  here  gentlemen 
proposed  to  execute  a  trust  which  had  not  yet  devolved 
upon  them. 

But  there  was  another  aspect  in  which  the  question 
might  be  viewed,  of  great  importance  to  the  Union,  and 
especially  to  the  plsnting  Stales  t.f  tlie  South.  No  sys- 
tem which  the  advocates  of  the  tarifi*  could  devise  would 
be  better  ealeulaied  than  this  system  to  perpetuate  the 
tarifr.  If  Congress  would  give  in  to  the  system  of  an< 
nual  distribution,  this  cnuntry  would  not,  for  years,  if 
ever,  be  relieved  from  the  tarifT  syatem.  From  the 
want  of  time,  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  forego  some  of  the 
remarks  which  lie  had  intended  to  make  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  aifid  the  question  was  now  brought 
to  the  single  point,  of  what  discrimination  there  was  be- 
tween this  bill  and  the  other,  and  whether  this  was  un- 
wise and  that  a  wise  one.  Clentlemen  admitted  that  the 
situation  oF  the  banks  last  year  and  now  was  precisely 
the  same.  The  next  point  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania  (for  olhera  had  followed  almost  exactly  in  the 
track  which  he  had  stricken  out)  was,  that  when  the  law 
of  last  year  was  passed,  there  was  a  large  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  while  now  there  was  none.    But  (said  Mr. 

C.  )  notwithstanding  the  distribution  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary last,  our  Treasury  is  as  full  now  as  it  w*as  at  that 
time. 

Mr.  C.  here  went  into  the  details  of  various  statements 
and  estimates,  to  prove  this  assertion.  Ite  made  the 
sum  in  the  Tieasury  now  943,000,000.  The  income  of 
the  customs  last  yeer  he  satd  was  $31,000,000;  which 
differed  by  $3,000,000  from  his  estimate  fur  the  present 
year.  The  importa,  he  said,  were  regulated  by  the  ex- 
port*, which  were  now  known.  The  exports  of  cotton 
were  greater  than  in  the  year  preeeding,  and  the  price 


was  now  rising,  and  would  probab^  continue  to  riie. 
The>  rice  crop,  also,  was  rather  better,  though  Ibets. 
bacco  was  not  quite  aa  mucb{  to  that  the  products fsrei. 
port  in  1837  might  be  fairly  put  down  to  eqt»l  thoe  of 
1836.  The  profits  of  trade  were  never  higher,  and  the 
customs  would  probsbly  not  be  leas  than  $31,000,000 or 
$30,000,000,  though  in  his  etttoMle  be  bad  made  dw 
customs  rather  less  than  laat  year. 

In  rehltion  to  the  revenue  from  the  public  lands,  Mr. 
C.  had  been  guided  more  by  the  opinions  of  others  vbo 
had  more  experience,  and  he  bad  set  it  down  st  eight  or 
nine  millions  of  dollars.  To  this  was  tobeaddedtbe 
stock  in  the  United  States  Bank,  which  would  aake  u 
s^regate,  for  the  year,  of  $43,000,000. 

The  question  now,  whether  there  would  or  wtM  ssl 
be  a  surplus,  depended  (he  said)  on  the  answer  to  dw 
question  whether  Congress  would  appropriate  ill  (bit 
money.  Would  politicians  of  the  Jefferson  (chool,  wbo 
had  expelled  the  old  administration,  partly  on  acconit 
of  iu  prodigality  in  an  anuuil  expenditure  of  sosM 
$13,000,000,  would  they  go  so  far  as  to  appropriate 
even  $37,000.000>  At  this  Mr.  C.  would  place  tbe  ex- 
penditure, though  he  thought  the  extreme  ought  not  (• 
exceed  fifteen  or  sixteen  millions,  and  the  afenge  nat 
more  than  twelve  or  fourteen  nillionst  There  wwU 
then  be  a  surplus  of  some  fifteen  or  eerenteen  wMm, 
with  the  enormous  expenditure  which  he  admitted 
be  made. 

Last  year,  tbe  reiterated  predictions  thai  there  wnM 
be  no  surplus  bad  proved  to  be  false.  This  year  tbtjr 
would  be  equally  so.  There  was  a  heavy  sarphs  aov, 
and,  without  extraordinary  expenditures,  wrt  vmU 
be  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There  were  two  resssM 
which  be  thought  decisive  In  urging  at  thta  tiflw  tbt 
measure  of  distribution.  One  was,  that  if  the^imde 
no  disposition  of  the  surplus,  the  soenes  of  last  jfir 
would  be  renewedi  the  bsnka  would  loan  extravagaatlf, 
relying  on  the  surplus  as  banking  capital,  and_ would  ex- 
tend speculation  every  way  and  to  every  thing.  Tto 
state  of  things  the  Prerideni  himself  had  denounced)  snd 
yet.  notwithstanding  past  experience  and  these  deiniiD- 
ationa  of  the  Preaident,  we  were  now  told  to  osait  tlui 
measure  for  preventing  aoch  a  result.  The  opposrt* 
course  (Mr.  C.  said)  was  the  true  one.  Pass  this  It* 
now,  and  it  would  check  extravagance  and  apeculatios, 
and  remedy  the  very  disordered  state  of  the  canrnc^ 
which  would  otherwise  be  still  more  disordered  TlM 
would  meet  fully  and  decisively  tbe  two  first  objicls  si 
(he  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  and  of  every  Senator. 

The  next  irgument  was,  that  the  pasasge  of  tbe  bffl 
would  familiarize  us  to  a  system  of  diatributioi*,  wbicb 
might  thus  be  permanently  ingrafted  on  theadpiarin- 
tion  of  the  Government)  whereas  distribution  oi^io 
be  an  exception,  and  not  the  rule.  To  (his  latter  prsp- 
oaition  Mr.  C.  agreed  must  heartily)  and  no  ma  arm 
it  more  than  he.  lie  was  the  first  to  deoomwe  sec*  s 
,  system,  and  his  opinion  on  Ibis  point  had  undergone  ns 
change  whatever,  it  ought  to  be  an  exception,  sod  B<rt 
the  rule.  His  own  language  was,  that  it  srastobenKd 
as  medicine,  and  not  as  food)  and  the  prorUoos  of  tiM 
very  bill  were  founded  on  the  disordered  condrti*  * 
(he  republic.  It  was  in  the  congestive  state,  snd  W 
bill  was  intended  to  remove  the  wstrtictiom.  Bet » 
dose  must  be  repeated  till  the  system  should  1*'^'?' 
healthy.  In  Mr.  C's  opinion,  the  measure  ought  to 
repeated  while  the  revenue  should  be  going  t**"*^ 
the  time  of  its  reduction  to  the  economical  wants  of  *• 
Government.  It  might  require  repetition  ■f*'''„*J: 
sgsint  while  the  acheme,  as  a  permanent  onr,  '"""T 
perfectly  absurd.  As  such,  there  was  not  thewslW 
reason  to  fear  that  tbe  people  would  ever  come  M**" 
General  Jackson,  in  two  of  hts  niMMKCftlM  '''^ 
recommended  it;  bui|  <<nih«Jlbisf^pifway:Mp«'*'' 
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cren  he  eould  not  etrry  it|  tnd  nothing:  but  ibsolute  ne- 
eeirity  had  erer  effected  the  pamge  of  the  former  bill, 
or  could  eiTecl  the  putage  of  thin  and  that  thia  had  »1* 
mdy  paased  the  Houie  wu  deciaiTe  proof  that  it  waa 
a  meamire  of  neceswty. 

The  Senator  from  Pennaylnnia  vai  in  f«vor  of  re- 
dacing  the  revenue;  and  so  was  Mr.  C.  Early  in  the 
•ession,  the  Senator  from  New  York  and  himself  pasaed 
•ome  words  on  the  subject,  and  Mr.  C.  then  lold  him 
that  he  had  no  fthh  in  a  reducthm  at  thia  tesaion,  which 
was  dtfflcalt  at  all  timea,  but  waa  tiow  attended  with  hi- 
auperable  difficulty.  There  were  then  tvomeaniresin 
view,  one  of  which  was  to  reduce  the  tariff  of  1833.  Mr. 
C.  thoufcht  then  there  was  very  little  prospect  of  the 
passage  of  such  a  law,  or  of  a  law  reducing  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands.  Yet,  if  they  woukfand  could  re- 
duce, he  a^,  go  on  and  do  so.  It  was  now  the  last  day 
hot  one,  'and  there  was  no  hope  that  the  bill  for  redu- 
eing  would  pass.  The  administration  majoritiea  in  both 
Rouiea  bad  failed  of  reduction.  Would  they  now  leave 
the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  banks'  Mr.  C.  trusted 
they  would  not.  There  were  now  but  three  alternatives, 
one  of  which  was  to  leave  the  money  in  the  banks. 
Would  Congress  do  this,  receiving  only  two  per  cent., 
end  that  not  on  the  whole,  but  only  a  part  of  the  amount, 
when  H  waa  well  known  that  with  them  it  waa  at  leaat 
worth  six  per  cent. }  Were  they  to  leave  it  with  the 
banks,  as  an  instrument  for  pohtical  purposes^  Why 
should  gentlemen  recommend  so  extraordinary  a  course, 
•o  unequal,  so  partial,  to  avoid  returning  it  to  the  people 
to  whom  it  belonged.'  Why  were  they  so  averse  losuch 
a  distribution*  Was  it  to  prevent  the  people  from  being 
corrupted?  Were  the  people  alone  capable  of  being 
eormpted?  Were  the  Government  and  banki  all  pore, 
while  the  penpic,  the  people  alone,  were  corrupt  and 
eorraptible>  Mr.  C.  however,  would  not  argue  in  re- 
gard to  the  State  Onvemments,  as  he  thought  they  of 
course  must  l>e  perfectly  safe. 

The  second  alternative  (Mr.  C.  said)  was  to  expend 
this  enormous  amount.  That  had  already  been  contem- 
plated as  a  dangerous  error.  In  1S38,  the  income  of  the 
Government  wma  raiaed  enormously.  We  were  now 
about  in  the  commencement  of  the  operation  of  raising 
the  expenditure,  and  at  the  very  time  when  the  reve- 
nne  was  gotntt  down  at  about  an  annual  average  of 
93.000,000  till  1843.  Mr.  C.  thought  (13,000,000. or 
$15,000,000  a  most  ample  provision;  especially  u  the 
forltfieationa  and  other  defencea  being  nearly  completed, 
the  expenses  must  be  nearly  limited  to  the  civil  list. 
The  administration  of  Hr.  Monroe  was  called  extrava- 
gant in  the  expenditure  of  (1(^000,000,  which  waa  the 
•  extreme  annual  amount.  The  appropriations  tiien  for 
Ibrtificattons  and  the  army  were  called  most  extravagant. 
But  now  gentlemen  could  not  be  contented  with  lesa 
than  $30,000,000  or  (30,000,000t  and  at  this  rate  the 
expenditure  would  very  toon  overrun  the  income.  We 
must  then  raiae  the  tariff  or  cat  down  the  expenditure. 
Theae  audden  vibrations  (Mr.  C.  aaid)  were  all  wrong. 
This  want  of  looking  forward,  thia  wilful  blindneaa  to 
the  future,  waa  wholly  unworthy  of  those  who  had  the 
management  of  the  republic.  The  responsibility  and 
the  danger  was  great,  Ifeither  this  bill  ahoold  be  l(>st,  or 
if  a  resort  should  be  had  to  extravagant  expenditures. 

The  last  and  only  remaining  alternative  was  a  deposite 
of  the  surplus  with  the  States.  It  was  now  late  m  the 
session,  and  Mr.  C.  would  not  further  consume  the  timei 
but  what  he  had  aaid  was  ample  to  ahow  that  there  was 
no  material  dialinction  between  Ibe  case  now  and  that  of 
4be  year  preceding. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  when  the  distribution  bill  of  the 
last  session  was  up,  it  waa  represented  as  one  operation. 
But  it  made  way  for  others.  At  the  next  aession,  he 
then  thought  there  would  be  another  propoaiikm  for 


one  year  more;  at  the  next,  again  for  two  years;  and  so 
on,  till,  Bnally,  the  whole  aelieme  would  become  forever 
perpetual  and  eternal.  But  he  had  not  counts  on  the 
good  fortune  to  the  country  that  at  thia  aearion  the 
frienda  of  the  acheme  would  come  forward  with  a  prep- 
osition that  it  should  be  perpetual.  And  this  matter  waa 
calculated  to  have  so  much  tha.  mtve  favor,  aa  eternity 
waa  greater  than  time.  Mr.  B.  rejoiced  that  the  en- 
tire magnitude  of  the  proposition  now  stood  revealed. 
The  aystem  (Hr.  B.  aaid)  of  permanent  diatributhm 
waa  now  avowed  openly  and  aboveboerd.  Let  oa 
go  on  with  the  word  depomit,  and  attach  it  to  the 
harbor  bill  and  every  thing  else.  The  word  rrau^aon 
was  worn  out  during  the  conrederacy,  and  led  to  the 
adoption  of  this  Government,  which  waa  established  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  being  independent,  with  power  to 
call  for  the  money  to  carry  it  on.  It  waa  now  propoaed 
to  annihilate  the  very  ground  on  which  the  Federal  Gor- 
ernntent  was  formed.  The  acheme  waa  diaclosed,  and 
there  was  now  no  doubt  that  the  high  intelligence  and 
incorruptible  virtue  of  the  people  would  look  for  a  dif- 
ferent projec*. 

We  had  now,  then,  got  a  proposition  for  a  permanent 
distribution,  and  Uie  surplus  was  not  intended  to  be  ap- 
propriated, but  to  be  distributed.  And  could  any  one 
doubt  that  Congress  would  not  6nd  a  perpetual  fiindf 
Yes,  they  would  find  It.  There  were  interesti  beyond 
that  would  have  ample  power  to  back  and  to  brihelnemt 
interesta  that  were  cemented  together  on  the  ground  of 
resisting  appropriations,  and  of  resisting  a  rediiclion  of 
the  revenue  also,  and  of  increasing  it  from  all  itsaoorocs. 
They  were  now  for  yielding  to  the  act  of  Mmpromiar, 
throwing  around  it  the  sanctity  which  was  now  claimed 
for  it.  The  duty  on  wine  had  been  already  reduced.  In 
eontravention  of  the  compromise;  and  when  it  ahould 
expire,  in  June,  1843,  on  the  next  morning,  when  Con- 
gress would  be  untied  from  the  obligations  in  which  Ibe 
act  had  tied  them  up,  on  that  very  morning  of  the  Isl  of 
July,  Congress  would  instantly  restore  the  protective 
duties,  and  fill  the  Treasury  to  overflowing,  and  not  with 
the  continual  current  of  a  rill  across  the  continent;  on 
that  day  an  act  woujd  be  passed,  compared  to  which 
that  of  1838  was  only  a  trifle.  They  would  then  want 
(50,000.000  or  (100,000,000. 

Hr.  B.,  in  the  midst  of  some  Incidental  remarka,  allu- 
ded to  the  bill  of  Mr.  Calhocw  for  ceding  the  public 
lands  to  the  States.  Where  was  the  person,  he  aaked* 
who  waa  simple  enough  to  suppose  that  thia  proposition 
for  distribution  did  not  surrender  that  bill,  leaving  noth- 
ing but  Ibe  bone  to  aupport  a  shadow  f  The  lands  that 
could  now  be  got  for  (1  35  per  acre  would  in  1843  be 
raised  to  (5  and  (10  per  acre.  Let  thia  bill  pass,  and 
hrewell  to  that  bill;  brewell  to  the  extinction  of  the 
federal  title  to  land*,  in  favor  of  the  States;  farewell  to 
all  graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  if  this 
bill  should  pass,  tbe  Treaaury  would  be  kept  for  the 
purpose  of  being  ravaged — the  spoil  of  political  scnm- 
blera,  and  nothing  but  a  remnant  woald  be  left  for  the 
immolated  victim,  the  duped  and  ruined  Federal-Gov- 
ernment. We  know  the  young  States  are  to  be  de- 
voured by  the  old,  and  hence  the  measure  b  the  more 
odious  to  the  West.  The  land  bill  of  Hr.  Cut  waa  far 
preferable  to  the  measure  now  presented.  That  bill 
gave  13}  prr  cent,  of  their  own  carcaaa  to  the  new 
States.  But  this  gave  not  one  afice,  not  even  a  lick  of 
their  own  blood. 

If  driven  to  the  alternative,  Mr.  B.  would  take  that  in 
preference  to  this;  but,  rather  than  take  either,  he 
would  place  his  hat  on  bis  head  and  walk  out  of  the  Cap- 
itol, never  again  to  behold  the  tnaide  or  outaide  of  its 
walls.  Mr.  B.  rejoiced  that  the  proposition  had  been 
brought  forward  at  this  early  stage,  with  tbe  purpoae  of 
i  making  It  perpetual,  habitual,  eternal,  an^^ibattbe  word 
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was  eren  tMtantotlooily  used,  thrown  in  their  Aces*  and 
driren  down  their  throats. 

And  now  Tor  the  Senator  from  Oh iO|  [Mr.  Ewms.] 
That  Senator  had  favored  Mr.  B.  with  a  few  words 
qaeted  rrom  a  speech  of  bis.  He  had  read  it  as  ha  found 
il^  and  at  Mr.  D.  had  spoken  it,  and  nerer  in  his  life  had 
be  been  better  understood.  The  Cherokee  treaty,  the 
Fbrida  war.  and  ianumerable  bills,  all  of  which,  he 
Mid*  were  for  working  the  machinery  of  Government, 
providing  for  the  pay  of  officers  of  Government,  and 
for  improving  the  condition  of  the  country,  belonged 
to  the  workiag  of  Qovenunent  machinery.  Mr.  Jener- 
HMi't  parobase  of  Loniaiana  fbr  fifteen  millions  of  dollars 
vas  not  extravagant  and  h  would  not  be  charged  as  the 
meana  of  working  Oovemmeat  machinery.  At  that  time 
men  chat^d  it  tci  the  expenditures  for  the  support  of 
^  common  fitmily. 

He  would  now  say  a  word  on  the  subject  of  a  surplus. 
No  word  in  the  English  binguage  bad  been  so  much 
abased  « thi%  for  the  laat  twelve  months.  Gentlemen 
aiked  last  year  for  a  division  of  the  aurphis.  Bat  did 
Uiey  put  it  in  the  hitt?  Noi  it  was  not  su^lus*  but  ap- 
propriated money,  whicli  they  recaptured  and  distribu- 
ted amor^  the  States.  Ur.  B.  here  read  over  several 
appropriations  which  had  not  been  expended.  These, 
he  said,  were  unexpended  balances  from  the  last  year, 
because  the  appropriations  were  made  too  late.  But 
ttiey  would  never  be  abandoned,  and  the  taxes  must  be 
kept  up  for  ^e  purpose  of  paying  them.  On  the  1st  of 
January  next,  there  would  be  ten  or  twelve  millions  of 
unexpended  appropriations.  Now,  he  aaked,  what  is 
surplus  money  under  our  laws?  Here  he  read  from  the 
law,  that  appropriations  were  valid  for  two  years  after 
their  passsgr.  This  act,  he  said,  had  been  in  force  forty 
yean^  and  this  bill  would  go  to  violate  it.  No  word, 
then,  was  more  abused  than  the  word  aurphu.  Gentle- 
men were  anwillinr  to  iesert  the  reserved  f 5,000,000. 
as  over  and  above  all  appropriations. 

The  revenue,  Mr.  B.  maintained,  was  in  greater  dan* 
ger  in  the  United  Stales  Bank  than  in  the  depoiite  banks. 
But  what  bad  the  Government  to  do  with  bankif  They 
were  built  on  the  surplus  money,  banks  upon  banks. 

We  hsd  already  seen  the  fatal  effects  of  this  measure 
on  ihia  session.  AM  kept  it  in  their  eye,  and  stood  to* 
gcther,  reaiating  appropriationa  and  a  redticinn  of  the 
revenue,  and  swelling  the  amount.  What  effect  had  thii 
measure  on  Ihe  bill  sent  to  the  other  House,  on  the  35th 
of  February,  for  reducing  the  revenueF  If  (here  hsd 
been  no  scheme  for  distribution,  that  bill  would  have 
been  acted  on  immediately.  But  now,  by  this  scheme, 
that  bill  lay  paralyzed,  and  probably  dead  forever.  It 
would  be  seen  that,  when  the  revenue  was  to  be  reduced, 
tiie  surplus  party  would  stand  together  and  vote  against 
it.  It  would  be  so  on  appropriation*)  their  vote  would 
be  one  antMndiviaible,  and  they  would  be  for  raising  the 
dutiea  on  the  1st  July,  1643,  and  for  raising  the  price  of 
the  public  lands.  Let  gentlemen  take  their  course. 
Those  who  voted  for  this  bill  would  also  vote  for  a  per- 
manent distribution,  and  to  raise  the  duties  in  the  tariff 
of  1843,  and  to  deny  pre>emptioo  to  settlers.  Whatever 
mi^t  be  tlieir  intention^  such  would  be  the  effect  of 
their  votea. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  must  say,  in  candor,  lo  Ihe  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Ur.  CaLHOnx]  that  he  had  entirely 
failed  to  convince  him  he  was  wrong.  Of  one  thing, 
however,  he  bad  convinced  him,  and  that  was  that  the 
Senator,  in  fact  if  not  in  profession,  wss  one  of  the  very 
best  tariff  men  in  the  country.  l.et  him  succeed  in  sup- 
porting this  amendment  which  had  been  adopted  by  the 
Houtet  let  him  succeed  in  establishing  a  system  of  dia- 
tribulion  as  the  settled  policy  of  the  country)  and  then 
what  will  be  the  ineviuble  consequence/  High  taxca 
upon  imporU  will  be  naintrincd  for  the  purpose  of 


rainn^  money  to  distribulet  we  shall  no  longer  hear  of 
reducing  the  revenue  of  ihe  ctuintry  to  its  necesary  ex- 
penditure) we  shall  then  have  no  difficulty  in  disponnf 
of  the  surplus)  it  will  go  to  the  SUles  u  a  matter  of 
course;  and  our  whole  system  of  goverDinent  wintbut 
be  changed. 

For  my  own  part,  (aaid  Mr.  B.,)  I  should  be  sorry  to 
reduce  the  tariff  below  the  proper  limit.  1  am  in  finr 
of  affording  to  our  domestic  industry  all  the  inctdeDtil 
protection  which  can  be  yielded  to  it  in  rainng  the  reve- 
nue necessary  for  the  wants  of  the  GovemxwDt  la* 
deed,  if  any  thing  could  reconcile  me  totbedocUtaesof 
the  Senator,  it  would  be  the  protection  whidi  tbeywK 
necessarily  afford  to  our  manu^urca.  Let  this  tBead- 
raeiit  pass  the  Senate,  aa  it  has  already  passed  the 
House,  and  who  can  believe  that  the  tariff  will  ever  b« 
reduced^  If  all  the  surplus  money  which  can  be  c(d- 
lected  by  this  Government  is  to  be  diilributed  anwDpt 
the  several  States  this  will  perpetuate  high  duties  m- 
ever.  It  is  not,  however»  either  my  intention  or  mr 
wish  to  quarrel  with  bin  on  this  account.  If  be  will, 
by  advocating  this  f]-stem  of  policy,  force  upon  ui  a 
larifT,  my  constituents  will  bear  their  part  (n  the  di^wa* 
sation  with  Cbrlatian  fortitude. 

I  am  sorry  now  to  believe  in  the  truth  of  the  declsrs- 
tion  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  BkstvXi]  thit 
the  land  bill  is  a  lifeless  corpse.  1  have  clung  to  that 
measure,  through  good  report  and  through  evil  report, 
until  it  has  been  abandoned  by  all  iU  other  friends,  aad 
[  am  left  aa  the  only  mourner  of  its  unhappy  hit.  Dead 
and  gone,  aa  it  appears  to  be.  I  shall  not  do  its  meuMT 
so  much  injustice  as  to  compare  it  with  the  syitem  of 
distribution  which  its  former  friends  hare  now  adopted 
in  ita  stead. 

The  land  hill  would  he  the  safety-valve,  the  regulator 
of  our  syatem  of  revenue  and  expeoditurr,  without  la- 
flicting  any  of  the  evila  on  the  Federal  OoveraoeBl 
which  must  flow  from  annual  distributions  of  the  sor- 
pluB  in  Ihe  Treaaury. 

What  ia  the  theory  of  our  Government  under  the  con- 
stitution '  Congress  possess  the  power  to  let y  and  collect 
uxes.  For  what  purpose?  To  accomplish  the  gr«t^ 
jecta  specified  in  the  constitution.  This  power  of  le«7«< 
isxes  carries  with  it  an  immense  responsibility.  The 
representatives  of  the  people^  when  th^y  know  Ibat  w 
the  money  they  appropriate  must  be  uken  from 
pockets  of  their  constituents,  will  be  careful  to  expend 
it  with  economy  and  discretion.  But  we  possess  a  nA 
reservoir  of  wealth  in  our  public  lands  >°  irregular  m 
ita  current  that,  in  one  year,  it  pours  into  Ihe  pubw 
Treasury  twenty  millions,  and  in  the  next  it  contribulei 
but  one  tenth  of  that  sum.  This  deranges  all  our 
lation,  and  renders  all  great  interests  of  the  conatry 
fluctuating  and  inaecure.  It  encourages  extranpnt 
appropriations  by  Cmgreas,  and  banishes  economy  fn* 
our  legislation.  It  leaves  every  interest  in  doubt  and  un- 
certainty. In  one  year,  when  we  have  more  money  this 
we  know  how  to  expend,  we  hear  the  cry  that  the  tana 
muat  be  reduced)  the  revenue  mutt  be  diminished  to  Ihe 
necessary  expenditures  of  the  Government)  protectim 
roust  be  withdrawn  from  our  nianufactures.  The  arxt 
year,  perhaps  there  msy  be  a  reaction.  SpeculstioD  is 
the  public  lands  may  have  exbaualed  itself,  and  ihe  re* 
ceipts  of  the  Treasury  from  this  source  may  be  greatly 
diminished.  What  comes  then?  The  tariff 
raiaed)  the  duties  on  importa  must  be  increased  to  in^ 
the  necessary  wants  of  the  Government.  Thus  tbepi^ 
lie  mind  is  kept  in  a  perpetual  state  of  excitemeirt.  w 
domeatic  interest  can  calculate  upon  anjr  fixed  CM 
steady  protection.  We  are  in  a  state  of  continual  dowti 
public  opinion  fluctuating  with  the  fluctuations  in  IK 
sales  of  the  public  landa.  None  oMbe  great  hitcrerta  si 
the  country  can  ever  j^^^Wgl^'**' 


1005 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1006 


P».  38,  183r.]  Distribtitim  Quation.  [Sikatb. 


with  Mine  degree  of  confidence,  upon  Kme  steadjr  and 
certain  eoune  of  legulation  in  reUtioD  to  themselvet. 
Now,  lir,  a  diMributioti  of  the  proceed!  of  the  pubiic 
lands  amonv  the  States  would  remedy  all  these  evil% 
mod  correct  «l  tbeie  anomaliea  of  our  nstem.  It  would 
secure  to  us  a  settled  pdicjr,  upon  which  the  country 
might  rely.  It  would  draw  off  irom  the  General  Gov- 
ernment thli  eccentric  aouree  of  revenue,  and  distribute 
it  among  the  Statea.  We  should  then  be  left  where  the 
conttitation  intended  to  place  us.  The  Goremment 
would  then  be  ndmintatcred  on  its  «4ginal  principles. 
All  our  expenditurea  would  then  be  aerirea  from  tbe 
taxes  wbieb  we  might  impose  on  the  people,  and  the 
tariff  would  thus  be  rendered  fixed  and  certain.  What- 
ever protection  might  then  be  afTorded  would  be  stable. 
Under  such  circuroatances,  an  Incidental  protective  du- 
ly,  comparatively  snail,  would  be  of  more  real  value 
than  a  much  larger  one,  subject  to  all  tbe  risk  and  un- 
certainly which  now  exist.  A  manufacturer,  whilst 
cmbarkmg  in  business,  would  not  then  dread  lest  tbe 
policy  of  Congress  mi^ht  change  before  he  could  get 
into  successful  operation.  There  would .  then  be  no 
taxes  raised  from  the  people  to  be  distributed  among  the 
people.    We  should  hear  no  more  of  surpluses. 

Combining  some  such  a  disposition  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  landa  witb  an  arrangement,  aa  to  the  lands 
Ihemselm*  which  would  be  satisfaotory  to  the  new 
States  tbe  system  might  thereby  be  rendered  perfect 
and  peniUDent.  I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  be- 
lief that  a  plan  might  be  devised  woich  would  meet  tbe 
approbation  of  all  reasonable  men  in  the  new  Stales, 
whilst  tbe  just  rights  of  the  old  States  would  be  amply 
secured.  But  all  hope  of  such  a  consummation  has  al- 
most departed.  The  friends  of  the  land  bill  have  6ast  it 
aside.  Even  the  Senator  fnun  Kentucky  has  abandoned 
the  pront^g  child  which  he  bad  adopted  and  nursed  so 
long  and  so  tenderly,  and  is  now  earearing  and  cherish- 
ing the  ill-favored  bantling  which  is  now  before  the 
Senate. 

Has  any  argument  which  I  urged  when  I  first  addres- 
sed the  Senate  been  answered  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina'  [Hr.  Calbovb.]  He  says  ibat  it  is  a 
reflection  upon  the  virtue  and  patriotism  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  and  their  representatives,  lo  suggest  Ibat  they 
would  withhold  the  necessary  appropriations  from  the 
Federal  Government,  becsusc  the  Stales  might  expect 
lo  receive  wtiat  would  remain  unexpended  in  the  Treas- 
ury at  the  conclusion  of  each  year.  Can  Ibis  inference 
be  fairly  drawn  from  my  ai^ument.'  Every  wise  legisla- 
tor, of  every  age,  in  fi  amine  any  plan  of  government, 
has  alwaya  taken  care  that  the  dutv  of  those  who  were 
to  adnUntater  it  aboold  not  dash  with  their  interests.  In 
other  worda^  that  those  who  were  to  work  the  machine 
should  not  have  any  strong  feeling  opposed  to  its  sucess- 
Int  operation.  Han,  in  hta  best  state,  is  but  a  frail  being. 
If  you  place  his  interest  upon  the  one  aide  aiid  his  duly 
apon  the  other,  the  history  of  the  human  race  abundant- 
ly proves  that  he  has  too  often  abandoned  bis  principles 
for  tbe  sake  of  promoting  his  private  advantage.  I^ead 
us  not  into  temptation,  waa  the  prayer  of  Him  who  best 
understood  human  nature.  Am  1,  then,  to  be  charged 
with  reflecting  upon  ihe  American  people,  because  I  be- 
lieve they  will  be  influenced  by  the  motives  which  have 
swayed  all  mankind  rrom  the  beginning?  What  wise 
man  would  ever  think  of  establishing .  a  constitution 
which  would  place  Ihe  interest  of  the  Governors  in  op- 
poution  to  a  correct  and  efficient  adminiatration  of  the 
Govenuaentf  Would  not  this  be  emphatically  tbe  caar, 
if  you  say  to  the  Senators  and  Representatives  In  Con* 
gress  thai  you  shall  have  every  dollar  of  surplus  in  tbe 
Treasury  at  the  end  of  each  year,  for  the  use  of  your 
oao  States,  which  you  can  withhold  from  national  ob- 
jcctsf  I  would  isk  tbe  Senatory  if  he  were  about  to 


erect  a  house,  and  desired  to  have  it  elegantly  and  sub- 
stantially built,  whether  be  would  put  a  given  amount 
for  that  purpose  into  the  bands  of  hia  agent,  upon  con- 
dition that  the  whole  aurploa  which  he  could  save,  after 
the  work  was  completed^  ahould  be  hia  own  property? 
This  would  be  oflTering  him  a  premium  to  be  fluthleaa  to 
his  trust.  No,  uri  1  deny  that,  in  applying  to  the  Amer- 
ican people  the  laws  which  govern  human  nature  gene- 
rally, 1  am  treating  them  witb  disrespect.  1  merely  say 
that  they  are  mortal  men,  and  not  angela.  I  ahould  be 
the  last  man  to  distrust  their  patriotism,  because  1  firmly 
believe  that,  comparing  them  with  the  rest  of  mankind 
they  are,  in  the  maaa^  more  pure  and  more  virtuoua  iban 
any  other  aatioa  upon  the  nee  of  the  earth. 

Uur  own  hiaiory  preaenia  ua  a  useful  lesson  upon  Ibis 
subject.  Let  us  refer  to  tbe  dsys  of  Ihe  confederationi 
ant]  what  was  then  tbeslate  of  things^  Did  the  different 
State  Governments  pay  into  the  Federal  I'ressury  their 
contingenta,  which  were  due  upon  every  fair  principle* 
Would  th«  debts  of  the  Revolntion  have  ever  been  dis- 
charged, had  the  old  confederation  continued  to  exists 
No,  «r.  The  members  of  the  State  Legiriaturea  refused 
to  tax  the  people  of  Ihe  respective  States  for  these  pur- 
poses. They  were  placed  in  such  a  position  that  their 
duty  to  the  Government  of  the  confederation  waa  at  war 
with  the  interests  of  tbeir  constituents;  and  the  eonse* 
quence  was,  Uiat  Government  became  a  mere  shadow-- 
dealitute  of  power,  and  incapable  of  performing  its  most 
oeeeasary  lunctions.  Yet  these  men,  who  refiiaed  to 
perform  their  duties,  were  the  very  men  who  had  peril- 
led every  thing  in  tbe  eauae  of  liberty. 

I  voted  for  tbe  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session  on  tbe 
very  principles  then  maintained  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  At  that  lime  we  heard  nothing  from 
him  which  would  authorize  iw  to  infer  Ibat  be  intended 
to  make  the  extreme  medicine  of  tbe  constitution  its 
daily  bread. 

[Hr.  Calboub  here  explained.  Be  said  that  IheJbill 
introduced  by  him  at  the  last  aesaion  contained  a  dtstri< 
bution  for  several  years.] 

Mr.  B.  continued.  I  was  perfectly  awsre  of  that  fact; 
but  with  whom  did  this  portion  of  his  bill  find  favor^  la 
it  not  notorious  that  he  abandoned  it  himself'  He  advo* 
cated  the  bill  as  an  extreme  remedy  for  an  extreme  case, 
and  juatified  the  measure  from  its  absolute  necessity. 

The  patient  was  ttien  in  a  atate  of  the  moat  alarming 
plethora.  The  danger  of  apoplexy  waa  imminent.  We 
bled  him  copiously  in  order  lo  save  hia  life.  But  now, 
if  we  arc  to  believe  my  friend  from  Oorgis,  [Mr.  Kibs,] 
whose  opinions  upon  this  subject  are  entitled  to  great 
consideration,  our  patient  will  ere  long  be  as  lank  and 
lean  as  the  knight  of  La  Mancha.  He  is  now  threaten- 
ed with  a  galloping  ooosuraptitm.  Shall  we,  then.  Ban- 
grado  like,  continue  to  bleeds  When  the  symptoms 
change,  the  treatment  should  be  different.  Although  I 
do  not  cwcur  witb  the  Senator  from  Georgia  in  the 
opinion  he  has  expreased  in  regard  to  the  future  slate  of 
the  Treasury,  yet  1  cannot  perceive  the  least  necessity, 
under  rxiatiog  circumstances,  to  paaa  another  deposite 
bill.  I  can  never  consent  to  make  that  which  was  an  ex* 
ception,  under  a  peculiar  atate  of  things,  tlie  general 
rule  of  oureonduct.  It  isso  rendered  still  more  emphati- 
cally by  attaching  this  amendment  to  a  common  appro- 
priation bill.  If  you  introduce  this  policy,  as  a  general 
system,  you  will  change  the  whole  theory  and  practice 
of  our  Government. 

What  effect  will  this  principle  probably  produce  upon 
the  State  Governments  at  home'  They  are  now  frugal 
and  careful  of  the  people's  money,  because  their  expend* 
itHres  arc  derived  from  taxes  levied  upon  the  people. 
1'he  members  of  the  Sute  Legialalurea  are  placed  in 
that  condition  of  reapmiaibtlity  toihfir  iromecliate  conslit- 
nent^  which  nt^mi^  ff^^f^^f^^^nmamy 
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in  makiof  approprintiom.  Bat  let  the  flood-g«tet  of  the 
imtional  TretMrj  be  opened,  let  copiout  ttreinu  of 
money  flow  in  upon  ibem,  md  you  will  have  wild  «nd 
extriTsgknt  •ehemes  for  spendin|f  it,  which  may  be  ru- 
inou!  to  the  Slates  themselves.  They  will  thus  involTe 
tbemselves  in  debts,  and  rely  upon  the  national  Treaaury 
to  pay  them.  This  will  produce  preaiurc  upon  their 
representative*  to  get  m  mueb  aa  they  can  from  ibe  Gen- 
eral Oovernment,  and  give  m  little  u  tbey  can  to  nation- 
al objcots. 

I  would  put  a  question  to  my  friend  from  Arkansas, 
[Mr.  ScTisD.]  We  have  removed  and  are  about  remov- 
ing alt  the  Indian*  east  of  the  Missisnppi  to  the  country 
west  of  bia  State  and  that  of  Missouri.  These  turbulent 
and  reatleas  savages  will  all  be  imbodied  on  the  Western 
frontier  of  these  States.  The  Government  are  bound  by 
every  principle  to  yield  their  citizens  protcclion.  Chiefly 
for  tbit  necessary  purpose,  the  Senate  baa  passed  a  bill 
to  increase  the  rank  and  file  of  the  army.  Does  ibe 
Senator  believe  that  the  bill  will  ever  become  a  law, 
should  we  adopt  the  i)-stem  of  distributing  aurpluaes 
among  the  Stalest 

[Mr.  Bertoit  exclaimed  "  never,  never,*'] 

The  two  principles  are  as  mueb  opposed  to  each  other 
as  light  and  darknesa.  If  the  aurplos  derived  from  tax- 
ation ia  to  be  annually  given  to  the  States,  all  appropria- 
tions in  Congress  will  fail,  unless  sucb  aa  may  be  made 
under  the  pressure  of  immediate  and  preasing  necessity. 

I  voted  for  the  depoaite  bill  last  year  because  no  other 
practicable  mode  existed  of  relievin|[  the  Treasury,  and 
removing  the  money  from  the  depoaite  banks.  But  no 
such  necessity  now  exists.  No  man  now  knowawbeUier 
there  will  be  a  surplus  or  not.  If  (here  should  be,  as  I 
think  there  will»  it  will  be  small,  unless,  indeed,  this 
very  bill  should  create  it  by  dcfiratlng  those  measures  in 
the  other  House  neceaaary  for  the  defence  of  tbe  coun- 
try, and  the  reduction  of  (be  revenue  to  the  atandard  of 
our  expenditures. 

Mr.  WALL  said  he  voted  for  the  distribulion  bill  of 
(be  last  session,  but  be  never  did  intend  to  adopt  the 
principle  aa  one  upon  which  he  would  act  in  all  future 
eireomstanees,  or  which  be  would  make  into  a  system. 
If  eircumstancea  should  be  the  same  at  that  time,  be 
■  would  act  upon  it  according  to  his  judgment.    But  they 
were  now  entirely  different.    It  was  not  now  (he  ques- 
tion how  the  money  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Itt  of  Janu- 
ary, 1838,  should  be  diiposed  of,  but  whether  they 
I'huuld  now  snnction,  by  a  deliberate  act,  a  system  of 
log-rolling  legislntion.  The  bill,  without  this  distribution 
proviMon  added  to  it,  providing  for  the  common  defence 
of  tbe  country,  was  distinctly  within  the  limits  of  tbe 
constitutioD.    Who  would  not  uy  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
provide  for  tbe  defence  of  the  country^   The  bill  to 
wh'tch  this  amendment  was  ingrafted  was  introduced  in 
tbe  House  on  the  31st  of  December,  1 836,  (the  same  bill 
Allied  last  year,)  and  was  acted  on,  so  far  as  concerned 
the  appropriations,  in  the  Senate  bill  till  the  27(h  of  I 
February.   In  the  original  bill  there  were  appropria-  1 
tions  for  fvrlificattons  in  Maine,  Masaachuaeits,  Connecti-  j 
cttt,'  Rhode  Island,  New  York,  Maryland,  Virginia,  Lou-  i 
isiana,  and  Florida,  and  one  or  two  others.  These  provis-  j 
ions  were  for  defence,  and  were  clearly  and  unequivo- 
cally constitutional.    But  when  it  was  brought  (o  the  | 
Senate,  there  was  connected  with  it  a  measure  for  di- 
vidini;,  not  what  was  nuw  a  surplus,  but  a  surplus 
which  depended  upon  prophecy.    Mr.  W.  was  not  wil-  ' 
ling  ro  legislate  on  prophecy.    There  might  or  might  . 
not  be  a  aurplua  on  the  1st  of  Januaty,  1S38|  and  if  < 
there  m'ght  nut  bo,  Mr.  W.  would  not  make  protisiun 
fur  what  might  not  take  pUcr.    If  there  should  ibtn  be  ^ 
K  surplu",  there  would  be  men  here  tlirn  aa  honest  and 
faithful  ai  now,  and  there  would  be  time  enough  fur  1 
them  to  legislate  on  facia.    All  acknowledged  that  dia-  ' 


tributton  waa  an  evil  wbicb  ought  not  to  be  encoungedi 
and  if  it  must  take  place,  the  next  Congress  could  pra* 
vide  for  it.  Were  they  afraid  to  trust  them  with  the 
question,  and  would  they  therefore  legislate  not  only  for 
tbe  preaent,  but  for  futurity.*  There  was  as  ntuchcTil 
in  too  much  legislation  aa  in  too  little,  especislly  ia 
legislating  for  evils  which  might  or  might  not  exist. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  bad  no  intereat  in  tbe  deponte  bsnki. 
Tbey  were  not  of  bia  party,  but  of  the  party  opposed  la 
Ibe  administration.  If  graOeiiien  would  iBr*tsti|att, 
they  would  fipd  that,  in  every  inatance,  there  wu  eitbtt 
a  majority  of  the  atock  opposed  to  the  administration,  oi 
a  majority  of  the  ditectorsi  and  all  the  hue  snd  cry 
against  the  depoaite  banks  waa  made  by  the  politiul 
friends  of  those  who  controlled  them>  Mr.  W.  lhrr^ 
fore  had  no  interest  in  them  on  political  grounds.  Bat 
tbe  strongest  objection  to  the  amendment  (prorinon) 
wu  that  It  waa  an  improper  mode  of  legidation.  And 
in  what  situation  wtmld  this  apeciea  of  fegialstion  plice 
some  of  the  Senators  who  last  year  opposed  spproprii. 
tions  for  these  fortifieatioDs,  but  would  vote  for  then 
this  year  with  a  small  amendment  added,  «h'Kb  bad 
no  connexion  with  the  original  bill?  [Hr  EwiBf, 
of  Ohio,  aaid  nearly  every  one  voted  fur  Ibe  bill  fait 
year.]  Mr.  W.  aaid  he  spoke  from  the  recordi  bcwtoM 
not  recite  it,  but  refer  to  it.  Let  gcntlemeD  look  at  it 
themselves.  Mr.  W.  was  for  making  proper  apfiropris- 
tiona  for  the  welfare  of  the  country,  but  be  protested 
against  this  log-rolling  system  of  legislation,  coanectisf 
together  subjecu  totally  distinct,  and  compelling  lDca> 
hers  to  take  both  or  neither. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  the  Senator  from  New  Jersry 
waa  certainly  under  a  mistake.  A  bill  for  certain  aw 
worka  waa  oppoaed  at  the  last  aeaaion.  But  the  bid 
known  as  the  eoanmon  (brtification  bill  was  not  opposed. 

Hr.  BENTON  said  perhapa  there  would  be  found  ia 
tbia  fortification  bill  a  part  for  new  works. 

Mr.  NILE8  and  Mr.  CRITI'ENDEN  also  sddre«ed 
the  Senate  on  tbe  subject  ofthe  amendment  of  the  HoiM 
to  dialrtbule  the  aurplus  revenue)  after  wbicb, 

Tbe  Senate  took  a  recess. 

E  van  no  Sisaioir, 
DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  reaumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  fros 
tbe  House,  making  appropriations  for  forti&calions,  he. 
for  the  year  18S7,  the  quealion  being  on  a  motion  to  strike 
out  the  section  of  the  bill  which  provided  for  a  depssiu 
of  the  aurplua  revenue,  on  the  1st  of  January  nezi,  «Mi 
the  aeveral  Stiles. 

The  debate  waa  continued  (o  a  late  hour  wiib  aneb 
earnestness,  when  the  question  waa  Uken  on  tbe  Mtxn 
above  stated,  and  decided  aa  followsi 

Yxis— Mrsstv.  Benton,  Black,  Browp,  Cothbert,  Ev- 
tng  of  lllinoia,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Kmg  of  U»- 
bama.  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Nicholsa,  NiM*i 
Norvell,  Pagr,  Parker,  Riieii,  Ruggler,  Sevier,  Stiarge, 
Tslifflwlge,  Walker.  Wall,  Wright— 36. 

NAxa— He»ra.  Bayard,  Citlhoun.  Clayton,  Criliendra 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight,  U<>°|T* 
Prentis*,  Pteston,  Robbins,  Southard,  Sperce,  8wifl» 
Tomlinsor,  Webbler,  White— 19. 

So  the  motion  to  stiike  out  the  provision  for  the  dis- 
tribution among  the  Slates  of  the  aurplus  revenue  on  tbs 
1st  of  January  next,  was  drcided  in  the  aflirmsiivr. 

And,  thua  amen^d,  the  bill  waa  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  various  bills  which  were  yeslerdsy  ordered  to  » 
third  reading  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  P»«™ 
The  bill  concerning  pilots  came  up  on  its  third  read. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  objected  to  it,  u  relating  to  a  iubjf» 
which  required  coDiidenbleatuanoD.^lapmwbKB 
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be  wai  rather  disposed  to  think  proper^  belonged  to  the 
Kvenl  States. 

Mr.  WALL  explained  the  objects  of  the  bill  in  detail, 
•nd  uriced  the  importance  of  iti  pamge. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  alio  spoke  in  favor  of  the  bill{  atul  it 
was  then  passed. 

LIGHT-HOUSES,  &c. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  ai  in  Committee  ot 
the  Whole,  the  bill  making  appropriations  fur  light- 
bouses,  r^bt-boats,  buoys,  &c.,  for  the  year  1837. 

Mr.  DAVIS  from  the  committee,  offered  various 
MBendoKnls  to  the  bill,  (mostly  incomiderable,)  one  of 
wbt<A  requires  the  Navy  Commistiooers  to  examine  the 
premises  before  any  appropriations  shall  be  applied; 
which  aroendments  were  all  adopted. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  ex|>ressed  his  high  approbation  of 
Ibis  amendment,  objecting,  however,  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem, and  especially  to  the  practice  of  making  appropri. 
atioBs  before  the  examinations  are  actually  made. 

Thebill  was  still  further  amended]  on  motions  of  Mesiri. 
RUGQLB3  and  HENDRICKS,  and  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrcwed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  RUGGLES  stated  that  the  aggregate  amount  ap- 
propriated by  this  bill  was  something  over  $500,000. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROBINSON,  the  bill  to  give  se- 
curity to  correspondence  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  countries  wu  amended  by  a  substitute,  providing 
Ibr  an  increase  of  the  number  and  compensation  of  clerks 
and  watchmen  in  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  for 
die  erection  of  a  new  building  for  that  Department. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  stated  that  the  Postmaster  General 
had  recommended  to  the  committee  a  reduction  of 
poatage,  as  there  was  a  large  surplus  ot  money  in  the 
Department.  A  majority  of  the  committee  were,  how- 
ever, of  the  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  applied  in  increas- 
ing mail  fiwilitiett  for  which  purpose  tbia  substitute  was 
now  introduced. 

Mr.  KNIGHT  stated  Ibat  the  minority  of  the  committee 
were  of  the  contrary  opinion. 

The  substitute  for  ihe  hill  was  adopted  aa  the  bill, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  engromed  for  a  third  reading, 
nod  subsequently  passed. 

FRENCH  AND  NEAPOLITAN  INDEMNITIES. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  the  consideration  of  a  bill  anti- 
cipating the  payment  of  indemnities  accruing  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  convention  with  France 
of  the  4tb  of  July,  1831,  and  that  with  the  Two  Sidlies 
of  the  Utb  October,  1833. 

Much  diacui^on  was  excited  by  this  motion)  but  it  waa 
at  length  agreed  to. 

The  bill  waa  then  reported,  and  ordered  to  iu  third 
reading,  by  yeas,  and  nays  aa  follows: 

TijLs— Messrs.  Bayard,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Ewing  of 
Ohio,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Linn,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Norvell, 
Page,  Parker,  Robinson,  Ruggles^  Sevier,  Southard, 
TiptoB,  Walker,  Webster,  Wright~30. 
V  Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Davis,  Hendricks,  Moore, 
Swift,  TomKnson,  Wall,  White— 8. 

Many  other  bills  were  taken  up,  conaidered  aa  in  Com* 
mtttee  of  the  Whole,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  pass- 
ed i  when  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Wbdsisbat,  Makch  1. 
CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 
Mr.  SOUTHARD  presented  the  memorial  of  3,500 
Cherokee  Indians,  both  east  and  vest  of  the  Mississippi, 
in  relation  lo  the  treaty  with  tbeir  tribe  ratiGed  at  the 
bat  session  of  the  Senate,  remonitrating  against  that 
treatjr  as  fraudulent  in  its  origin,  and  (^prciiiTe  in  hs 
Vot.  XIIL— 64 


effect,  and  praying  an  investigation  of  Ihe  subject  by 
Congress. 

Mr.  8.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed. 

Mr.  PRESTON  apposed  the  printing,  as  a  useless  ex< 
pense,  and  as  tending  only  to  create  pemicioua  agitation. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  disclaimed  all  disposition  to  debate 
the  questioni  but,  after  stating  (he  nature  of  the  petition, 
appealed  to  the  Senate  in  behalf  of  what  he  repreaented 
as  the  wiah  of  the  great  body  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
that  the  late  treaty  should  be  examined  into,  [t  waa  too 
late  in. the  sesaion  to  hope  for  any  action  in  the  case,  but 
he  hoped  the  printing  of  the  memorial  would  not  her;. 
fused. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  after  referring  to  the  late  period  of  the 
session  aa  not  allowing  of  debate  upon  such  a  question, 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  upon  ihe  table;  which 
wu  agreed  to. 

BOOKS  FOB  COMMITTEE  ROOMS. 

The  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Wall,  for  supply- 
ing the  oommitiee  rooms  of  the  Senate  with  various 
works  published  by  order  or  under  the  superintendence 
of  Congress,  was  read  a  third  timet  "x*  queatioo 
being  on  ita  pasuge— - 

Mr.  WALL  explained  its  provisions,  and  stated  that 
the  total  sum  to  be  expended  under  Ihe  resolution  would 
not  much  exceed  #800. 

Mr.  EWING  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  to  Ihe  list 
of  works  in  (he  resolution  Elliott's  Debatea  and  Dipio' 
matic  Correspondence. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  supported  the  resolution  fai  a  few 
remarks. 

Mr.  BBNTON  went  «t  length  into  a  speech  io  oppo- 
sition to  the  resoloilon,  whieh  he  deprecated  as  itself  a 
useless  expenditure,  as  scattering  the  books  which  ought 
to  be  kept  together  under  the  care  of  the  Secretuy, 
and  as  leading  to  the  establi^ment  of  a  library  for  eacli 
committee  room,  8cc. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  joined  the  opposition  to  the  measure, 
as  but  the  commencement  of  a  aystem  of  esnenae,  &e. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  reaolution  was  bid 
on  the  table. 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  WALKER  called  up  his  resolution  for  the  recog> 
nKion  of  the  independence  of  Texas,  on  whieh  a  debate 
of  much  intereat  arose.  Mr.  W.  a  Jvocated  his  resolu- 
tion by  a  speech  of  much  earnestness,  in  whicli  he  press- 
ed the  claims  of  Texas  for  recognition  with  much  devo- 
ted ardor. 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  PRESTON,  on  the  same 
side,  who  went  into  an  extenrive  review  of  the  bistn^  of 
Mexico,  from  the  period  of  her  recognition  by  our  owe 
Government  to  Ihe  present  time,  whence  he  deduced 
the  argument  that  she  never  bad,  in  hot,  exercised  con- 
trol over  Texas,  and  waa  in  no  condition  now  to  enforce 
her  claims  of  sovereignly.  He  then  went  into  a  umibr 
review  of  Ihe  history  of  Texas,  paat  and  preaeot,  and  ar- 
gued to  show  that  she  was  fully  capable  of  performing 
Hie  duties  and  sustaining  the  responsibiUties,  both  do- 
mestie  and  foreign,  which  belong  to  an  independent 
Government. 

Mr.  NORVELL  said  that,  somewhat  more  than  two 
months  ago,  the  President  had  transmitted  a  messsge  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  concerning  the  civil,  po- 
litical, and  military  condition  of  Texas,  and  its  relations 
with  Mexico.  In  that  message  he  observed  the  follow- 
ing passage:  *'  It  Is  true  that,  with  regard  to  Texas,  Ihe 
civil  aulhorily  of  Mexico  Tiaa  been  expelled,  ita  invading 
army  defeated,  the  chief  of  the  republic  himself  captur- 
ed, snd  all  present  power  to  control  the  newly  organized 
Government  of  Tens  annihilate<L4rith)n  ita.confioes. 
But.  on  the  other  t»nde^J%^M^^^9^(;t  leut. 
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tn  imtnense  disparity  of  phyBtca)  force  on  the  aide  of 
Mexico.  The  Mexican  republic,  under  another  Execu- 
tive,  ia  rallying  its  forces  under  a  new  leader,  and  men- 
■cinff  a  fresh  invasion  to  recover  its  lost  dominion.  Upon 
the  issue  of  this  threatened  invasion  the  independence 
of  Texas  may  be  considered  as  auspendcd)  and  were 
there  nothing  peculiar  in  the  relative  liluation  of  the 
United  Statei  and  Texas,  our  acknowledf(iDent  of  its  in- 
dependence at  such  a  crisis  could  scarcely  be  regarded 
as  connstent  with  that  prudent  rcserre  with  which  we 
bare  heretofore  held  ourselves  bound  to  treat  all  similar 
queationa.*' 

It  ia  true,  air,  (uid  Mr.  N.,)  that  this  second  invading 
army  hat  not  penetrated  into  Texas.  It  is  true  that  not 
e  hostile  foot  is  to  be  found  in  Texas.  But  it  is  equally 
true  that  the  late  chief  of  the  Mexican  republic  has  been 
released  from  imprisonment  by  the  Texian  Government, 
and  that  he  has  returned  home.  It  is  probable  that  this 
course  was  agreed  upon  by  both  of  the  contending  par* 
ties,  with  the  understanding  that,  if  piiblio  sentiment  in 
Mexico  should  be  found  to  authorize  It,  the  Hexlcsn 
chief  would  himself  lead  tbe  way  in  recognising  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas.  If  no  such  ondmtanding  had 
taken  place,  was  it  certain  that  another  invasion  of  Tex- 
as, more  formidable  than  the  first,  would  not  be  attempt- 
ed? In  either  event,  it  would  be  more  prudent  in  this 
Government,  more  wise,  more  consistent  with  the  deli- 
cate relations  which  exist  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  to  wait  until  we  see  the  result  of  the  return  to 
that  country  of  the  Mexican  chief,  before  we  venture 
npOD  the  decisive  measure  of  recognition,  and  of  throw 
ing  additional  embarrassment  in  the  wsy  of  a  peaceful 
atj^u'tment  of  our  serious  differences  with  Mexico.  The 
policy  of  this  Government,  with  regard  to  foreign  nations 
and  to  the  domestic  contests  which  take  place  among 
them  fur  power,  had,  from  the  time  of  Washington  to 
the  present  day,  been  cautious,  prudent,  and  strictly 
imparUal.  We  have  always  waited  until  their  new  Gov- 
cmnentt  had  acquired  stability,  and  were  placed  beyond 
the  probability  of  change,  before  we  recognised  their 
independence. 

The  Executive  of  tliis  country  could  not,  it  would  be 
remembered,  be  induced  to  acknowledfte  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Spanish  American  republics,  until  they  had 
carried  on  their  struggles  with  Spain  for  several  yearst 
and  this,  too,  when  we  had  no  serious  differences  to  ad- 
just with  that  otonarchy.  Tbe  contest  for  Texian  inde- 
pendeDCe  has  not  been  going  on  for  more  than  one  year. 
We  have,  at  this  time,  difnculties  of  such  magnitude 
with  the  republic  of  Mexico,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  bad  recommended  reprisals  against  her. 
Tbe  Senate,  two  days  ago,  unanimously  voted  sgainst 
the  adoption  of  any  «ich  hostile  measure  towards  that 
republic.  And  could  tlic^  now,  consistently  with  that 
vote,  prematurely  commit  Oie  peace  of  the  nation' 
Could  they  now,  honorably,  take  advantage  of  the  weak- 
ness and  distractions  of  Mt^xico,  and  recognise  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas,  without  knowing  what  course  the 
Mexican  chief  himself  would  take  on  the  subject? 
Would  this  be  msgnsnimous^  A  short  delay  would  re 
move  all  difficulty.  This  delay  would  not  be  incumpat 
ible  with  the  indulgence  of  all  our  sympathies  fur  the 
Tesiios.  In  a  month  or  two  we  should  learn  tbe  views 
of  Banta  Anna  in  relation  to  Texas.  In  tbe  mean  time, 
the  Executive,  charged  with  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
country,  ought  to  be  permitted  tu  act  according  to  cir- 
cumstances, upon  his  own  responsibility,  with  rexpect 
to  the  acknowledgment  of  Texian  independence.  Ttiis 
course  would  be  in  harmony  with  the  action  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  on  the  subject.  They  had 
made  an  appropriation  to  enable  the  President  to  send 
a  diplomatic  agent  to  Texas,  whenever  he  should  receive 
satisfactory  evidence  that  she  was  actually  «d  independ- 


ent Power,  and  deemed  it  expedient  to  despatch  a  min- 
ister to  that  country.  Mr.  N.,  therefore,  submiUeds 
substitute  for  the  original  resolution,  declu-ing  "  llut 
whenever  information,  sftlslactory  to  the  President  of 
the  United  SUtes,  should  be  received,  that  Tezu  his  is 
successful  operation  a  civil  Government,  capable  of  per- 
forming the  duties  and  of  fulfilling  tbe  obligations  of  si 
independent  Power,  it  will  be  expedient  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  that  republic."  It  would,  he  nid, 
be  observed,  that  while  the  language  and  spirit  of  hit 
amendment  were  aimilar,  in  most  respeeti^  to  the  reso- 
lution adopted  by  tbe  Senateat  the  last  session  upoaths 
same  subject,  there  was  this  material  variation,  in  the 
amendment,  from  the  resolution.-  that  was  an  ibstnct 
and  general  declaration!  this  devolved  upon  thePteii- 
dent  the  responsibility  of  dedding  when  such  s  state  of 
things  might  exist  as  to  justify  the  recognition  ofTexim 
independence.  The  amendment  would  obviate  the  ne- 
cessity of  delaying  this  recognition  until  the  next  sei«» 
of  Congress,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President,  it 
could  be  safely  and  wisely  made  before  that  time. 

Mr.  WALKER  objected  to  the  amendment,  u  not  ad* 
vancing  the  Texian  cause  beyond  the  point  at  wlaih  it 
stood  last  session. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  also  opposed  the  smendmert,  and 
spoke  for  a  short  time  in  support  of  Mr.  WjiL«a'sre» 
lution. 

Mr.  CLAY  inquired  whether  tbe  resolotron  wsi  * 
tended  to  be  followed  up  by  any,  and  what,  l^)>l*>|*' 
action.  He  objected  to  the  resolution,  as  cofemg  »« 
only  the  legislative  but  also  the  executive  functions  of 
the  GoTemraent.  Though  he  should  prefer  ibst  the 
question  should  lie  over  a  little  longer,  yet,  if  the  qM«- 
tion  were  put  to  him  in  any  shape  in  which,  as  a  lep*"- 
tor,  he  was  called  to  give  an  affirmative  wneplire  Tote, 
he  should,  in  conformity  with  the  principles  oa  which  M 
had  always  acted  in  reference  to  the  Sooth  Amenean 
SUtes,  give  an  affirmative  answer.  But  there  worn 
then  remain  behind  the  very  grave  and  important  qoei- 
tion  of  annexaticHi;  on  which  he  would  at  preKnt  «• 
press  no  opinion.  They  were  entirely  distinct  qiieitii^ 
and  a  vote  on  the  one  would  not  commit  any  man  on  tw 
other.  As  the  question  would  come  up,  howefe^os 
the  appropriation  bill  from  the  House,  he  should  pmn, 
if  agreeable  to  the  mover,  to  more  at  present  that  it  » 
laid  upon  tbe  table.  . , 

Mr.  WALKER  Hid  that  there  would  be  no  incona* 
ency  tn  adopting  hia  resolution,  and  then  voting  on  ine 
item  in  tbe  appropriation  bill.  The  latter  was  conno- 
gent  in  its  character,  but  this  resolution  gave  a  pwitve 
expression  of  the  opinion  of  the  Senate.  He  cooiendea 
for  the  propriety  of  such  an  expression  of  opinion,  sna 
against  casting  the  whole  burden  of  respooAbaity  onine 
Executive.  .  ,  ,   . .  „ 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  after  expressing  his  best 
for  tbe  success  of  Tezai^  and  his  confident  hope  oin. 
contended  that  Ibis  was  not  the  moment  in  which  it  e<- 
came  us  to  act.    Every  one  knew  that  the  ""cctw  « 
Texaa,  thus  far,  had  been  achieved  mainly  by 
sources  drawn,  in  fact,  from  the  p'op\t  uf  )bt  vum 
Slates,  though  without  any  recognition  of  its  Gown* 
mentt  and  as  the  people  of  Texaa  had  wlopted 
tion  that,  aa  soon  we  should  recognise  their  indepeM* 
ence,  they  would  immediately  apply  for  reception  ib«> 
the  United  States  aa  a  State  of  this  Union,  we  nugW 
pose  ourselves,  in  the  view  of  the  world,  to  the  ilrwf 
est  suspicions  of  a  departure  from  that  imparlisluy 
-we  had  always  observed  toward  other  nations.  A' 
-Anna  had  had  bis  life  given  him  by  the  people  "  "f* 
and  was  likely  to  reftim  with  acMamatitHis  lothe  uc^ 
ernment  of  Mexico,  would  it  not  be  belter  » 
see  whether  he  would  not  f«ffi)^e  P»^«»«^5*J**l!!h 
understood  to  haTe[}|^elbiiAiB|(BK4gle''"*"^ 
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&Tor  of  bii  libenitora?  Hr.  B.  did  not  believe  he  would 
have  the  leut  deaire  to  try  «  war  with  T»u  igain. 

[At  ihii  ftige  of  tbe  debate,  the  Senate  took  lU  daily 
receii.] 

Ertxive  SxMioK. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coniideratiun  of  the  rrsolu- 
tton  on  the  independence  of  Texas*  the  question  being 
OS  tbe  substitute  offered  by  Hr.  Nobtell. 

Mr.  PRBSTON  addressed  the  Senate  at  some  length, 
f^faiefly  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bvcravait,  urging  that  former 
precedenU  not  only  warranted  but  required  the  expresa 
action  of  Congress  at  this  time,  the  Mbiect  having  been 
referred  to  them  by  the  President,  an^  the  facts  being 
aueh  as  not  only  to  justify  but  demand  a  recognition.  He 
ui^d  both  the  impropriety  of  referring  the  subject 
wholly  to  the  Preudent,  and  his  unwillingness  to  trust 
with  him  tbe  whole  responsibility.  He  insisted  that  for 
Congress  to  wait  till  Mexico  should  recognise  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas  was  at  varianee  with  all  former  pre* 
cedents. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN,  waiving  reply,  mored  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  tablet  which  moUon  waa  oegatiTcd,  by 
tbe  following  vote: 

YaAB — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  Knight,  Morris,  Nicholas, 
Nor?ell,  Page,  Prentiss,  Buggies,  Swift,  Tallmadge, 
Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Wright— 19. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bsyard.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendrick% 
I-tnn,  Moore,  Moufon,  Niles,  Parker,  Preston.  Rires, 
Robinson,  Sevier,  Spence,  Strange,  Walker,  White — 22. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Nobtill  was  lost,  by 
jeat  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Tiaa—Hesars.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Davit, 
Hubbard,  Knight,  Morris,  Norvell,  Page,  Prentiss,  Bug- 
gies Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Wright— IS. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baysrd,  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
King  of  Alabama,  Linn,  Moore,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Spence, 
Strange,  Tipton,  Walker,  White— 25. 

The  original  reaolulion,  aa  offered  by  Hr.  WAtxas, 
waa  as  follows: 

"  Raolved,  That  the  State  of  Texas  having  establish- 
ed  and  maintained  an  independent  Government,  capable 
of  performing  those  duties,  foreign  and  domestic,  which 
appertain  to  independent  Governments,  and  it  appearing 
that  there  is  no  longer  any  reasonable  prospect  of  the 
•ucceasful  prosecution  of  the  war  by  Mexico  against 
aaid  State,  it  is  expedient  and  proper,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  lawa  of  nations  and  the  praetiee  of  this  Govern* 
Dent  in  like  casea,  that  tbe  independent  political  exist- 
ence of  said  State  be  acknowledged  by  the  Government 
of  tbe  United  States." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  this  resolution  was  deci- 
ded aa  follows: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun, 
Cuthbert,  Bwing  of  Illinois,  Futlon,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Linn,  Moore,  Mouton,  Niles,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives, 
Robinson,  Ruggles,  8evier«  Spence,  Btrtnge,  Walker, 
White-^. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
Morris,  Nicholas,  Norvell,  Page,  Prentiss,  Swift,  Tall- 
madge, Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Wright— 19. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  announcement  of  this  vote  called  forth  some  ap- 

Elause  from  the  gallery,  which  was  promptly  checked 
y  the  Chair. 

NAVAL  SERVICE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  the  Seoate  proceeded  to 


the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  naval  service  for  the  year  ISSr. 

The  amendments  offered  by  the  committee  wefe 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RIVES,  the  bill  waa  further  amend- 
ed, by  appropriating  $100,000  to  launch  and  secure  the 
United  States  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  remarked  that  the  balances  on  band 
for  the  naval  service  amounted  to  about  14,800,000. 
This,  with  tbe  appropriations  of  this  bill,  woukl  make 
the  whole  a  very  Urge  sum,  rather  mater  than  the 
whole  expenditure  of  Government  under  Mr.  Monroe, 
and  about  equal  to  the  highest  entire  expenditure  under 
Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  RIVES  replied  that  these  appropriations  were  in 
addition  to  outstanding  balances,  except  where  tbe  con- 
trary was  expressed  in  the  bill.  The  objects,  he  said, 
were  distinct.  Former  outstanding  appropriations  were 
for  the  completion  of  works  begim;  but  the  objects  of 
the  appropriations  of  this  bill  were  new  and  distinct. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  would  now  say  to  the  Senate 
that  Ibis  bill,  in  connexion  with  previous  appropriations, 
would  put  under  the  control  of  the  Navy  Department 
something  like  $13,000,000. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  sub- 
sequently read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

OLD  HARBORS.  &o. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
consider  tbe  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  har- 
bors, and  for  tbe  removal  of  obstructions  at  the  mouths 
of  certain  rivers. 

Several  amendments  from  tbe  committee  were  adopted. 

On  the  amendment  to  this  bill,  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee, for  the  relief  of  the  citizens  of  Alexandria, 

Mr.  WRIGHT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered.  He  remarked  that  thia  amendment  was 
identical  with  the  bill  lately  passed  by  the  Senate  for 
this  purpose,  and  protested  against  this  mode  of  legis- 
lation, by  which  members  might  be  compelled  either 
to  vote  for  an  amendment  having  no  connexion  with 
the  objects  of  tbe  bill,  or  to  vote  agaimit  the  bill  it- 
self. 

Mr.  DAVIS  admitted  tbe  mode  to  he  generally  ex- 
ceptionable. But  the  committee,  he  said,  were  influ- 
enced by  the  cons' derations  that  this  measure  ought  to 
pass,  and  that  the  bill  sent  to  the  other  House  for  thia 
purpose,  loaded  as  it  was  there  with  other  important 
business,  was  not  likely  to  pass  in  that  House.  He  pro- 
ceeded lo  show  that  justice  demanded  this  appropria- 
tion for  Alexandria,  and  that  the  amount  would  but  juat 
place  Alexandria  on  tbe  same  footing  with  Georgetown 
and  Washington,  which  cities  had  obtained  so  much 
greater  aid  from  Congress  on  the  Holland  debt. 

This  amendment  was  further  and  earnestly  discussed 
by  Messrs.  PARKER,  WRIGHT,  NILES,  BUCHAN- 
AN, KENT,  and  PRESTON,  and  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  by  the  following  vote: 

Vbas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Buchanan,  Clayton, 
Davis,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King 
of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight,  Linn,  Moore, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Parker,  Preston,  Rives,  Robbing  Se- 
vier, Spence,  Walker,  White— 24. 

Natb— Messrs.  Benton,  Brown,  Hubbard,  Lyon, 
Morris,  Mouton,  Niles,  Page,  Prentiss  Kuralcs, 
Strange,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tomlinaon,  Wat( 
Wright— 17. 

Mr.  HENDRICKS  moved  to  amend  (be  bill  by  ap- 
propriating 950,000  for  the  improvement  of  tbe  naviga- 
tion of  the  Wabaah  river.  Negatived. 

Also  negatived,  an  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
MOORE,  of  9100,000  for  tbe  completion  of  the  canal 
around  the  Muscle  Ao^^i|OeI^'^'W)^gle 
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Mr.  WALL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  iin  appro- 
priation of  $9,900  for  Haritan  tiverj  whicli  be  preised 
with  great  anlnr  and  perseverAnce,  in  «bich  he  was 
earneElly  aupported  by  Ur.  SOUTHARD. 

After  must  debate,  thia  amendinent  was  lost  in  com- 
mittee i  TcM  16,  nayi  16|  but  wti  carried  afterwarda  in 
the  Senatci  Yeai  31,  niys  14. 

An  ftmendmenl  bv  Mr.  WALKKB,  of  *5,000  for  the 
mouth  of  Pascagouia  river,  and  of  |1,C00  for  that  of 
Pearl  ri«r,  was  fort  in  committee;  Ayca  10,  noei  not 
counted)  and  lost  again  in  Senate:  Ayea  12. 

Ur.  LTON  moved  to  increase  the  915,000  in  th«  bill, 
for  ft  pier  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Joieph'i  riTcr,  Io930,000. 
Negatived. 

An  amendment  by  Mr.  EWING,  of  Ohio,  of  $20,000 
for  the  mouih  of  Haumee  river,  waa  lost  in  Senate. 
Also,  of  f 12,000,  by  Mr.  LYON,  for  Kalamasoo  river. 
The  bill  was  Uien  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Finance  Committee,  re- 
ported the  appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of^  the  Government  for  the  year  1837, 
with  numerous  amendments;  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  toamend  the  bill  by  inserting 
$5,000  to  complete  the  law  library  of  Ccngress,  accord- 
ing to  a  catalogue  to  be  furnished  by  tbe  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  Statea.    It  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  recorder  of  the  General  Land  Office  to 
$9,500{  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  to  insert  $3,000  for  the  aalary 
of  a  secretary  of  legation  to  Mexieo.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  insert  $30,000  for  tbe  pur- 
ehase  of  the  manuscripts  of  Mr.  Hadisor,  containing  a 
recol-d  of  tbe  debates  of  the  convention. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  asked  the  yeas  and  nayit  which,  be- 
ing talcen»  stood  as  follows.* 

YaA>— 'Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Clayton,  Crittenden,  Ewtng  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Parker,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Southard,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall, 
Webster,  White,  Wright— 35. 

Nats — Messrs.  'Calhoun,  Davis,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Moore,  Nicholas,  Niles, 
Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Swift,  Tiplon— 13. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  moved  for  ataluary  for  the  eastern 
front  of  the  Capitol,  $8,000. 

He  said  be  had  been  advised  not  to  insert  the  name  of 
any  artist,  although,  from  his  knowledge  of  Mr.  Persico, 
(on  whose  charactei  and  talents  be  pronounced  a  hand- 
some eulogy,)  he  was  strongly  inclined  to  insert  his 
name  here,  as  it  had  been  in  the  bill  from  (he  House. 
He,  however,  would  waive  doing  so,  in  tbe  hope  that 
Mr.  Persico  might  be  appointed  to  execute  tbe  work. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  advocated  the  amendment)  but  aa 
art,  like  acience,  belonged  to  the  world,  and  not  to  any 
|urticular  nation,  he  waa  opposed  to  designating  any 
individual  artist,  whether  an  American  or  a  foreigner. 
The  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 
Mr.  FULTON  moved  an  amendment  for  (he  com- 
pensation of  the  surveyor  general  of  Arkansas,  $2,000. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  tbe  bill  by  striking 
out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  contingent  appointment 
of  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Texas  the  words  * '  may  receive 
tttisfaclory  evidence  that  Texaa  is  an  independent 
Power." 

Mr.  W.  advocated  tbe  amendment,  on  the  ground  that 
the  Senate  bad  this  day  decided  that,  in  their  judgment, 
Texas  was  independent. 

Hie  amendment  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
fbUews: 


Yeas— Messrs.  Bayard,  Black,  Calhoun,  Crittenden, 
Fulton^  Hendricks,  Linn,  Moore,  Mouton,  Parker, 
Preston,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Walker,  White— 16. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Dsriih 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  Kent,  King  of  Altbana, 
King  of  Georgia,  Nichotas,  Nile^  Norvell, 
Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Tonlinson,  wa% 
Webster,  Wright— 31. 

Mr.  PRESTON  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  tfce 
bill  which  relates  to  the  aatariei  of  librarian,  asrirtaat  li- 
brarian, and  messenger^  with  a  view  to  increne  thea; 
but  it  was  rejected. 

On  his  motion,  #400  wu  appropriated  for  psrt  ptf* 
ment  of  the  artist  vbo  made  a  bust  of  the  htte  Cbtef 
Jaatlee  Ellsworth. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgis,  moved  an  amendment  for  ex- 
tra compensation  to  Ine  judge  of  the  district  of  Ei* 
Florida,  who  had  adjudicated  on  certain  prifSte  M 
claims,  $1,500,  accompanied  with  a  clause  repealing  tbe 
act  for  this  charge  in  futnre.    It  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  wu  then  reported  to  the  Senate.  Tbe  amendi 
ments  were  agreed  to,  and  (he  bill  ordered  to  its  llwd 
reading. 

Several  other  bills  received  their  third  reading,  wen 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  House  for  concurrence. 
And  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 

Tbursiiat,  Mabch  S. 
BRIGS  ENCOMIUM,  ENTERPRISE,  AND  COMBT. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  it  would  be  remembeNd 
that  on  his  motion  a  resolution  waa  adopted,  requettiog 
the  President  to  communicate  to  the  Senate  (be  com- 
spondence'belween  this  Government  and  that  of  Gtvt 
Britain,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  the  brigs  Encomiu"  wo 
Enterprise.  He  held  in  his  band  the  messsge  of  tbe  Pra*> 
deot  in  answer  to  the  resolution,  from  which  be  foond  int 
(here  was  another  ease  (that  of  the  Comet)  of  a  siDoiir 
character,  of  which  he  was  not  aware  when  he  madew 
motion,  and  which  occurred  aa  far  back  as  1832.  Be 
hsd  read  with  care  tlte  correspondence,  bul,hemuit^( 
with  very  little  satisfaction.  It  was  all  on  one  «de.  Oor 
Executive  has  been  knocking,  (no,  that  is  too  strong  t 
term,)  lapping  gently  at  tbe  door  of  the  British  flew- 
tary,  to  obtain  justice,  for  these  five  years,  withwrt  W- 
ceiving  an  answer,  and  this  in  the  plainest  case 
ble.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  censure  those  who  W 
been  intrusted  with  the  correspondence  on  our  p«^- 
They  had  written  enough,  and  more  than 
truth  compelled  him  to  say  the  tone  wu  "O*  ^jP 
enough,  considering  the  injustice  to  our  cili*eiH *™ »" 
outrage  on  the  flag  and  honor  of  the  Union.  Bii  K> 
marks  were  intended  more  especially  for  the  latter  jart 
of  the  correspondence,  after  the  long  delay  wiihmt  an 
answer  from  tbe  British  Government.  At  first,  in  •» 
plain  a  case,  little  more  could  be  thought  necessary  tw" 
a  plain  statement  of  the  facts,  which  was  given  ia  ""JT 
clear  and  satisfactory  manner  in  the  letter  of  the  rn* 
dent  elect  in  the  case  of  the  Comet.  .  ^  j 

Without  repealing  what  he  said  on  t*** 
tbe  resolution,  he  would  remind  the  Senate  «  the  wo 
of  the  case  in  tbe  briefest  manner  poawble. 

The  three  brigs  were  engaged  in  the  coasting  tno^ 
and,  among  other  passengers,  had  slaves  on  board,  ^ 
longing  to  our  citizens,  who  were  sending  them  to  w 
Southwestern  Statea,  with  a  view  to  settlement.  "J 
Enterprise  was  forced,  by  stress  of  weather,  '"J* £^ 
Hamilton,  Bermuda,  where  the  slavea  on  board  wa* 
forcibly  aeized  and  detained  by  the  local  authofii"* 
Theothertwo  were  wrecked  oetlie  Keys  belooguV""^ 
Bahama  idandi,  and  tbe  paaaengers  and  craw  tuc^ 
I  wrec^r*,  eontrsry)i^ijteMBmOgU@M<i>  ^ 
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Proridence,  wbere  the  slaves  sbkred  Ihe  stme  Tale  as  at 
Bermuda. 

These  were  the  essential  factt  of  the  case.  He  did  not 
intend  to  argue  the  questions  tbat  grew  out  of  them. 
There  was,  indeed,  httle  or  no  ground  for  argument. 
No  one  in  the  least  conversant  with  the  Uwi  of  nations 
can  doiibt  tbat  these  resiels  were  as  much  under  the  pro- 
tection of  our  flag,  tfhile  on  their  vojrage,  proceeding 
fVom  one  port  of  the  Union  (o  another,  as  if  ihey  were 
In  port,  lying  at  the  wharves,  within  our  acknowledged 
jurisdiction.    Nor  is  it  less  clear,  that  forced  as  the  En- 
terprise was  by  stress  of  weather,  and  taken,  under  the 
circomstanecs  tbat  the  pisseiwers  and  crews  of  the  oth- 
er two  were,  into  Ihe  British  dominions^  they  tost  none  of 
the  rights  which  belonged  to  them  while  on  their  voyage 
on  the  ocean.    So  Far  otherwise,  ao  far  from  losing  the 
protection  which  our  flag  gave  them  while  on  the  ocean, 
they  had  superadded,  by  their  misfortunes,  the  addition- 
al rights  which  the  laws  of  humanity  extend  to  the  un- 
fortunate in  their  situation,  and  which  are  regarded  by 
all  civilized  nations  as  sacred.    It  follows,  as  a  necessary 
erasequence,  that  the  municipal  laws  of  the  place  could 
not  divest  the  owners  of  the  property  which,  as  citizens 
ofthe  United  States  they  had  in  the  slaves  who  were 
passengers  in  the  vessels;  and  yet,  as  clear  as  is  this  con' 
elusion,  they  were  forcibly  seized  and  detained  by  the 
local  authoritiea  of  the  islandat  and  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain,  alter  five  years*  negotiation,  has  not  only 
Vitbbeld  redreia,  but  has  not  even  deigned  lo  answer  the 
often<repeated  application  of  our  Government  for  redress. 
We  are  thus  left  by  its  silence  to  conjecture  the  reason 
for  so  extraordinary  a  course. 

On  casting  his  eyes  over  the  whole  subject,  he  could 
fi  t  on  but  one  (hat  had  the  leaat  plausibility,  and  that  rest- 
ing on  a  principle  which  it  was  scarcely  credible  that  a 
Government  so  intelligent  could  assume:  he  meant  the 
principle  that  there  could  not  be  property  in  persons,  it 
was  not  for  him  to  object  tbat  Great  Britain,  or  any  oth- 
er country,  should  assume  that  or  any  other  principle  it 
might  think  proper,  as  applicable  lo  its  subjects;  but  be 
most  protest  against  the  right  to  adopt  it  as  applicsble  to 
oor  eoaatry  or  citizens.  It  would  strike  at  the  indf  pend* 
•nee  of  our  country,  and  would  not  be  less  iniulting  than 
tMitrageousi  while  it  would  ill  become  a  nation  that  was 
the  greatest  rfaveholder  of  any  on  earth,  notwithstand- 
ing all  cant  about  emancipation,  to  apply  such  a  princi- 
ple in  her  intercourse  with  otl^ers.  It  is  time  to  speak 
oat  boldly  on  this  subject,  and  to  expose  freely  the  folly 
and  hypocrisy  of  those  who  accuse  others  of  what,  if 
there  be  guilt,  they  are  more  guilty  themselves. 

Ours  is  not  the  only  mode  in  which  man  may  have  do- 
minion over  man.  The  principle  which  would  abrogate 
the  propetry  of  our  citizens  in  iheir  slaves  would  equal- 
ly abrogate  the  dominion  of  Great  Brit^  over  the  sub* 
ject  nations  under  her  control.  If  one  Individual  can 
have  no  property  in  another,  how  can  one  nation,  which 
is  but  an  aggregate  of  individuals,  have  dominion,  which 
involves  the  highest  right  of  property,  over  another?  If 
man  has,  by  nature,  the  right  of  aelf-government,  have 
not  nations,  on  the  same  principle,  an  equal  right?  And 
if  the  former  forbids  one  individual  from  having  proper- 
ty in  another  individual,  doea  not  the  other  equally  for- 
bid one  nation  holding  dominion  ffver  anotberf  How 
inconaistent  would  it  be  in  Great  BriUin  to  withhold  re- 
dreas  for  injustice  lo  our  citizens  committed  in  the  West 
ladies,  on  the  ground  that  persons  could  not  be  proper- 
ty, while  in  the  East  Indies  she  exercises  unlimited 
dominion  over  more  than  a  hundred  millions  of  human 
beings,  whose  labor  she  controls  ae  effectually  as  our 
citizens  do  that  of  their  slavesl  It  is  not  to  be  credited 
that  she  will  venture  to  assume.  In  her  relation  with  ui^ 
a  principle  ao  utterly  Indefendble,  and  which  could  not 
bat  cxpoit  her  to  imputetioni  wbieh  would  eufce  her 


aincerity  questionable.  This  she  must  see,  and  to  the 
fact  (hat  she  does  be  attributed  her  long  and  obatinete 
silence. 

But  it  maybeuked.  why, then,  does  she  not  make  rep- 
aration at  once  in  so  dear  a  case?  Why  not  restore  the 
slaves,  or  mske  ample  compensation  to  their  owners? 
He  could  imagine  but  one-motivei  she  had  among  her 
subjects  many  whose  ftinalical  feelmya  on  this  subject 
she  was  unwilling  to  offend)  but,  while  respeetmg  the 
feelings  of  her  subjects,  blind  and  misdirected  as  thw 
sre,  she  ought  not  to  forget  that  oor  Cknremment  h  abo 
bound  to  respect  the  feelings  of  its  citixens.  Let  ber  re- 
member tbat,  if  to  respect  the  rigbtt  which  our  citiMM 
have  over  tbdr  slaves  be  offensive  to  any  portion  of  her 
subjects,  bow  much  more  so  would  it  be  to  our  atizens 
for  our  Government  to  scquie»ce  in  her  refusal  to  re- 
spect our  right  to  establiah  the  relation  which  one  por- 
tion of  our  population  shall  have  to  another,  and  bow 
unreasonable  it  would  be  for  her  to  expect  that  our  Gov- 
ernment should  be  more  indifferent  to  the  feelings  of  its 
citizens  than  hers  to  any  portion  of  her  subjects.  He, 
with  every  lover  of  bis  country,  on  both  sides,  desired 
sincerely  to  see  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  two  coun- 
tries preserved;  but  he  held  ihstthe  only  condition  on 
which  they  could  possibly  be  preserved  was  that  of  per- 
fect equality  and  a  mutual  respect  for  their  respective 
institutions;  and  he  could  not  but  see  ttiat  a  perseve- 
rance in  withholding  redress  in  these  cases  most,  in  the 
end,  disturb  the  fHcndly  leUtiom  wbicb  now  w  happily 
exist  between  the  two  eounlries. 

He  hoped,  on  resuming  Ihe  corre^on™'"*.  ouf  Gov- 
ernment woaM  press  the  claim  for  redress  in  a  manner 
ftr  more  earnest  and  becoming  Ihe  importance  of  the 
subject  than  it  has  heretofore  done.  It  seemed  to  bim 
that  a  vast  deal  too  much  had  been  said  about  Ihe  decis- 
ion of  Ihe  courts  and  (be  acts  of  the  Britiah  Government 
than  ought  to  have  been.  They  have  Kltle  or  nothing 
to  do  with  the  case,  and  can  have  no  force  whatever 
againat  the  grounds  on  which  our  claima  for  justice 
stand.  However  binding  on  their  own  subjects,  or  for- 
eigners voluntarily  entering  ber  dominions,  Ihey  c»n 
have  no  Mndingeffect  whatever,  where  misforlune,  such 
SB  in  these  eases,  placed  our  eltisens  withm  her  Jurisdie- 

If  they  be  properly  presented,  and  pressed  on  the  at- 
tention of  Ihe  British  Government,  he  could  not  doubt 
but  that  speedy  and  ample  justice  would  be  done.  It 
could  not  be  withheld  but  by  an  open  refusal  to  do  jus- 
tice, which  he  could  not  anticipate.  As  to  himself,  be 
ahould  feel  bound,  as  one  of  the  representatives  from 
the  slaveholdlng  States,  which  bad  a  peculiar  and  deep 
intereat  in  the  question,  to  bring  this  case  annually  be- 
fore Congress,  so  long  as  he  held  a  seat  oo  this  floor.  If 
redress  shall  be  so  long  withheld. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  AND  HARBOR 
BILLS. 

The  bill  miking  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  dip- 
lomatic expenses  of  Ihe  Government  for  the  year  1837, 
and  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  (old)  har- 
bors, &c,  for  1837,  were  severally  read  a  third  tim^ 
and  passed)  the  Utier  by  the  following  vote: 

Teas— Messrs.  Benton,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hen- 
dricks, Kent,  Knight,  Linn,  HcKean,  ilurris  Mouton, 
Nicholas,  Norvell,  Robbins,  Robinson,  Ruggtes,  South- 
ard, Tallmadge,  Tipton,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright-26. 

Ni.Ta— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Clay,  Hubbard,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  Georgia,  Moore,  Parker,  Preaton,  Rivea, 
Strange,  Walker,  White— 12. 

ROAD  BILL. 
The  biU  making  •pp|qe^^?4M)l@glti^  «"»* 
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ilruction  of  eerttin  roada  (including  the  CumberUnd 
road)  haviniF  been  taken  up — 

Mr.  NORVELL,  arier  making  a  few  remarks,  moved 
to  strike  out  the  fourth  teclion*  which  provides  for  the 
repayment  of  the  appropriation  for  the  road  out  of  the 
two  per  cent.  fund. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  being  Uken  by  yeas 
and  iwya,  it  wu  njected,  aa  follows: 

Yxi.i — Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clay' 
ton,  Crittenden,  Davis,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Knight,  Lyon,  HcKean,  Moore,  Norvell,  Pres- 
ton, Buggies,  Southard*  Bpence,  Webster,  While — 31. 

Nats— Ueaart.  Brown,  Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  il- 
linoii^  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Gruody,  Hendricks, 
KenS  Linn,  Morris,  Nicholas^  Niles,  Robbins,  Robinson, 
Sevier.  Strange,  Swift,  Tallmidge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson, 
Wright— 22. 

l^e  bill  wu  then  ordered  to  a  third  rcadingi  and 

pBMCd. 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  RUG6LE3  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  relative  to  recoirniaing  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas  was  adopted,  in  order  that  he  might 
change  hia  vote,  which  waa  given,  under  misapprehen- 
•ion,  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WALKER  was  opposed  to  the  motion,  because 
be  regarded  it  as  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  rule,  at 
least.  If  the  vote  were  reconsidered,  the  result  as  to 
the  resolution  would  not  be  disturbed.  Being  aatis6ed 
that  this  would  be  the  case,  and  as  time  was  now  so  pre- 
cious, he  felt  it  his  duly  to  move  to  lay  tlie  motion  of  re- 
consideration on  the  table.  Mr.  W.  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion at  the  request  of 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  who  said  be  concurred  with  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  in  what  be  bad  said  as  to  the 
rule.  And  Mr.  C.  did  not  regard  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine  as  going  the  whole  length  of  recon- 
sideralioni  all  that  he  wanted  was  to  correct  his  vote. 
Mr.  C.  renewed  the  motion  to  Uj  Ihc  motion  of  recon- 
vention on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nsyt,  which 
were  orderedt  and  the  question  waa  determined  in  the 
negative:  Yeas  23,  nays  35,  sa  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Bayard,  Benton,  Blick,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fullon,  Grundy,  Hendricks, 
Kent,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton,  Ntcholaa,  Parker, 
Preston,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange,  Walker,  White — 23. 

Nats — Mesara.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Critten- 
den, Davii,  Rwing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  (Seori^,  Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Norvell, 
Page,  Prentiss,  Robbina,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Swift,  Tal)> 
madge,  Tipton,  Tomlinson,  Wall,  Webster,  Wright— 25. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted, 
which  waa  decided  in  the  negative,  aa  fbltows—the  votes 
being  equal: 

Yaia — Mesars.  Brown,  Buchanan,  Clayton,  Davis, 
Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hubbard,  Kent,  Kingof  Alabama,  King 
of  Georgia,  Knight,  McKean,  Morris,  Norvell,  P%gt, 
Prentiss,  Ruggles,  Southard,  Swift,  Tallmadge,  Tipton, 
Tomlinson.  Wall,  Websler,  Wright~S4. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bayard.  Benton,  Black,  Calhoun,  Clay, 
Crittenden,  Cuthbert,  Ewing  of  HHnoia,  Fulton,  Grun- 
dy, Hendricks,  Linn,  Lyon,  Moore,  Mouton,  Nicholas, 
Parker,  Preaton,  Rives,  Robinson,  Sevier,  Strange, 
Walker,  White— 24. 

DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 
A  message  having  been  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  disagreeing  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  in  striking  out  the  2d  section  of  the  fortification 
bill,  providing  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue 
among  the  States — 


Mr.  WRIGHT  moved  that  the  Senate  do  insist  upm 
its  amendment. 

.Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  hia  hope  that  the  Seotie 
would  recede,  and  not  rcsiat  an  expression  of  the  viU 
of  the  Representatives  of  the  people*  given  bv  n  d^ 
cidcd  a  majority  as  waa  said  to  have  voted  in  the  other 
House. 

Mr.  CLAY  said  it  was  at  leaat  in  order  to  indulpio 
suppositions  as  to  what  had  passed  elsewhcret  and  np- 
poaing  the  land  bill  to  have  been  rejected  m  the  other 
House,  (a  fact  he  rejoiced  to  hear,)  could  an  Seailtf 
doubt  that  there  would  remain  a  laige  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  especially  if  other  measures  which  bad  psMed 
the  Senate,  and  which  contemplated  Urge  expeadittireib 
should  follow  the  fate  of  the  Und  bill? 

He  urged  the  propriety  of  aubmitting  to  an  ezpresMia 
of  the  popular  will,  so  distinctly  manifested  as  it  bad  nov 
been.  Was  it  not  wisdom  to  look  ahead? — toproride 
for  the  future?  If  a  surplus  accumulated,  wu  it  not 
better  to  return  It  to  the  people  of  (be  several  States 
than  to  leave  it  in  the  hands  the  deposite  banks?  Ai 
to  what  had  hitely  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Pena- 
aylvania  [Mr.  Bdchahar]  in  regard  to  hiaftvor  forahod 
bill  be  had  formerly  had  the  honor  to  introduce,  and  tbe 
favorable  prospects  of  that  bill,  Mr.  C.  had  notseento; 
indications  in  the  course  of  (he  Senate  which  would  en- 
courage much  hope  for  that  measure,  (though  Mr.  C 
did  not  finally  relinquish  hope  in  regui  to\U)biAii' 
(bougb  be  should  infinitely  prefer  such  a  dispontioasi 
the  surplus  revenue  as  that  bill  proposed,  he  would  ac- 
cept, as  an  alternative  measure,  the  distribution  cIbok 
inserted  by  the  other  House  in  the  fortification  bill,  rstber 
than  leave  the  money  in  the  deposite  banks.  Mr.  C. 
said  that  the  country  owed  its  thanks  to  the  other  Untie 
for  what  it  had  recently  done  {  he  rejoiced  to  see  ['ghl 
breaktng  out  in  that  glorious  quarter,  so  immediBlely^^ 
lated  to  the  peoplei  and  waa  it  posaible  tliat  a  mjmtf 
of  the  Senate  would  oppose  the  ascertained  popabr 
will  in  relation  to  the  dispoaition  «f  the  surplus revenoe' 
The  Senate  bad  tried  the  House  once,  and  they  ion^ 
on  (he  amendment.  They  knew  the  ground  on  vbii* 
Ihey  stoodt  (hey  well  knew  (hat  (hey  were  with  the  pes- 
pie  in  the  stand  they  had  taken. 

Would  (he  Senate,  with  all  these  facta  before  thei^ 
repeat  the  vole  they  had  before  given^  He  (rutted  iKf 
He  put  it  to  the  m:ijority,  who  held  the  power  of  ttuf 
body,  whether  they  would  not  yield  to  the  wirfw  « 
the  people — wiahea  kndwn  not  merely  by  the  course  « 
their  Representatives,  but  through  a  thousand  other 
channels,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to  mistake  it? 
gentlemen  insist  on  leaving  the  public  money  in  the  hsodi 
of  the  deposite  banka,  and  under  such  an  agency  u  nov 
superintended  (hem? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  made  some  remarks.  He«i> 
understood  to  refer  to  the  reproaches  cast  on  hdi^ 
and  those  who  voted  with  him,  on  a  former  oceaiiMi  nt 
the  loss  of  tbe  foRificaiion  bill)  and  to  ask,  if  the  nrtA- 
cation  bill  should  now  be  lost,  at  whose  door  tbe  blaSM 
would  lie? 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  the  naked  question  wa^  whether 
the  surplus  revenue  abould  be  left  in  the  deposite  bsafch 
or  bhould  be  returned  to  the  people  to  whom  it  beloap^ 

The  question  was  now  taken,  and  dedded,  byyeasian 
nays,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Benton,  Black,  Brown.  Bucbaoim 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Ewing  of  lllinoii,  Fulton,  Grandr' 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  hm 
Lyon,  Mouton,  Nicholas,  Nilea,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker, 
Rivea,  Ruggles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  WwWi 
Wall,  Wright— 28. 

Nats— Hetdrs.   Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Ctoytoj 
Crittenden,  Davis,  Ewing  of  Ohio,  Hendricks,  Keai, 
Knight,  HcKean.  Moore,  Mprrih  PreDtin 
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Robbini,  SoDthtrd,  Spence,  Swirt,  TomliaBon,  Webster, 
White— 22. 

So  it  wa9  resolred  tb»t  the  Sentte  Iiuiit  on  their  amend* 
loent;  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  Hotiae  be  notified  ac* 
eordingly. 

FALMOUTH  AND  ALEXANDRIA  RAILROAD. 

The  bill  to  aid  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria  Railroad 
Company  to  construct  their  road  within  the  Diatrict  of 
Columbia  having  under|fon«  much  debate^  and  wHae 
amendoienti,  the  Senate  took  •  reeeH. 

Erinso  Sisaioir. 

The  Senate  tnrormally  passed  over  the  bill  under 
eooaideration,  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fur- 
ley  Kelbggi  which  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

They  iben  took  up  the  Indian  tppropriktion  bill,  which 
bad  come  from  Ibe  House  with  amendments,  covering  the 
expenses  of  several  Indian  treaties  on  our  Northwestern 
frontier,  and  sundry  minor  items  Tor  examining  the  coun- 
try to  the  southwest  of  Missouri,  and  into  the  depreda- 
tion! in  Florida  prevRHii  to  the  war,  and  for  the  ealaries 
of  additiimal  Indian  agents. 

After  some  remarks  by  Hr.  WRITE,  ol^eetioni  by 
llr.  SEVIER,  and  replies  by  Hr.  TIPTON,  the  amend- 
menti  were  concurred  in. 

FALMOUTH  AND  ALEXANDRIA  RAILROAD. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  bill  reipeeting  the  rait- 
road  to  Fredencksburg. 

Mr.  HUBBARD  itrenuoualy  oppoied  tbe  anendments 
to  tbe  bill,  which,  as  be  itated,  went  to  appropriate 
9300,000  to  the  construction  of  the  road.  He  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PARKER  replied,  contending  that  the  money 
was  to  be  spent  exclusively  within  tbe  District  of  Colum- 
bia, by  which  all  constitutional  objection  was  removed. 

Mr.  PRESTON  advocated  tlie  amendmenti^  ataledihe 
miserable  state  of  the  road  at  presen^  and  asked  why, 
when  public  works  were  made  toward  every  other  point 
of  the  compass,  the  moment  any  thing  was  proposed  to- 
wards (be  South  it  was  strenuously  opposed. 

After  a  desultory  debate,  in  which  Mr.  KENT, 
Mr.  HUBBARD,  Mr.  PRESTON,  Mr.  WALKER. 
Mr.  NORVELL.  Mr.  SWIFI',  Mr.  HIVES,  Hr. 
BUCHANAN,  Mr.  PARKER,  Mr.  HENDRICKS,  Mr. 
BROWN,  and  Mr.  LYON,  took  part,  and  in  which  the 
constitutional  objections  to  tbe  measure  were  d-seuss- 
ed,  (the  bill  being  zealously  advocated,  especially  by 
Mr.  Fabkib,)  the  bill  waa  slightly  amended,  and  then 
ordered  to  its  third  reading,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Tei.s — Messrs.  Brown,  Culhbert,  Ewing  of  Illinois, 
Bwing  of  Ohio,  Fulton,  Hendricks,  Kent,  King  of 
Georgia,  Linn,  Mouton,  Norvell,  Parker,  Preston, 
Rives,  Robinson,  Southard  Strange,  Tiptvn,  Walk- 
er—19. 

Nats— Messrs.  Black,  Buchanan,  Calboan,  Clayton, 
Hubbard,  King  of  Alabamat  Lyon,  Nicholas,  Niles,  Page, 
Prentiss,  Sevier,  Swift,  Tallmadgc,  Tomlinson,  Wall, 

White— 17. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  lo  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  and  remained  engaged  tn  it  until  a 
late  hour,  and  then  adjourned. 


Fainax,  MAacn  3. 

The  various  standing  committees  were  successively 
dischai^^  from  the  cunsideration  of  all  subjects  belbie 
them  on  which  they  had  not  reported. 

DISTRIBUTION  dUESTION. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Represcnt- 
ativeit,  BUting  that  the  House  insisted  in  its  dissgrecmcnt 


to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  fortification 
bill,  (which  amendment  struck  out  the  clause  providing 
for  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,)  whereupon  it 
waa 

Ruoived,  That  the  Senate  request  a  conference,  and 
appoint,  on  their  part,  Messrs.  Wmien,  Piaua,  and 
Wkbstu,  as  a  eommittee  to  conduct  the  same. 

After  transacting  some  other  bunneas. 

The  CHAIR  announced  to  the  Senate  that  there  was 
no  business  on  the  table,  or  otherwise  before  the  Senate. 

Tbe  Senate  then  took  a  recess. 

ETiaiKO  Sxssioir. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  executive  business.  When 
the  doors  were  reopened,  Mr.  WRIGHT  reported  to 
the  Senate  that  the  committees  of  conference  of  (he  two 
Houses  on  tbe  amendment  to  the  fortification  bill  had 
met  and  conferred,  but  bad  been  able  to  come  to  no 
Bgreemeot. 

HARBOR  BILL. 

The  harbor  bill  was'  received  from  the  House,  with 
several  amendments,  and  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 

Commerce. 

Hr.  DAVIS,  from  the  committee,  reported  the  bill  to 
tbe  Senate,  recommending  a  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  STRANGE  opposed  the  amendments  on  eonstiiQ> 
ttonal  grounds,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays}  which 
were  ordered. 

Ur.  LINN  replied,  expluned,  and  advocated  the  con. 
currence. 

Hr.  STRANGE  insisted  on  his  objection,  and  com* 
plained  that  the  valley  of  tbe  MiasisiSppi  should  be  made, 
by  this  legislation,  to  swallow  up  ail  tbe  bounty  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  DAVIS  advocated  the  amendments,  the  details  of 
which  he  explained  and  defended  teriatim,  and  pressed  a 
concurrence. 

The  vote  was  then  taken,  and  resulted  as  followii  Fur 
concurrence  31,  against  it  11. 

Su  the  amendments  to  the  harbor  bill  were  concur- 
red in. 

NAVY  PENSION  FUND. 

Mr.  RIVES,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  re- 
ported a  recommendation  that  the  Senate  disagree  to 
the  amendments  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill  for  the  more  equitable  administration  of  the  navy 
pension  fund. 

Mr.  It.  explained  tbe  ground  of  the  recommenda- 
tion. Tbe  bill  of  the  Senate  went  to  raise  the  penaiuns 
of  the  widows  of  officers  before  March,  1835,  tuihe  level 
of  those  since  that  date,  while  tbe  amendmen*  of  the 
House  proposed  to  cut  down  tbe  pensions  since  1835  to 
the  level  of  those  before  that  time. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  assented 
to,  and  the  Senate  disagreed  to  tbe  amendment  from  the 
House. 

DlSTRIBU  riON  QUESTION. 

A  mesuge  wu  received  from  tbe  House  of  Represent- 
atives  informing  the  Senate  that  the  House  adhered  to 
iu  dissgmment  to  the  amendmento  of  the  Senate  to  the 
fortification  bill. 

Hr.  WRIGHT  lliereupon  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
here to  its  amendment. 

Hr.  CALHOUN  observed  that  this  was  a  very  impor- 
tant amendment  indeed,  and  one  which  he  deeply  re- 
gretted the  committee  liad  deemed  it  proper  to  report. 
He  could  not  consent  to  sit  by  in  silence,  and  suffer  the 
question  to  be  taken,  without  at  Irast  requesting  to  hear 
some  reason  wby  an  amendment/^  thivcbaAttter  had 
been  reported.  If  lbef«igltiMridt«M4^g]»i^^ 
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Tmtuir,  u  tbefe  vai  every  reason  to  expect  tber« 
would  bei  the  naturtl  and  proper  diitribution  of  it  wm 
obTiouB^  to  return  it  to  tbe  people.  He  could  not  but 
ezpren  bit  nirprise  that  the  committee  riiould  expect  tbe 
Senate  to  Mrilte  out  an  tmendment  of  Ibia  importanQe* 
limply  on  their  reeommendation. 

Mr.  WBIGHT  aaid  that  it  was  not  his  purpose 
to  occupy  tbe  time  of  the  Senate  at  tbii  latn  period 
of  tbe  teasion.  None  knew  belter  than  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  tbe  nature  of  tbe  amendment,  and  the 
bearings  of  tbe  whole  question.  Hie  aubject  way  aa 
well  understood  by  every  member  of  tbe  Senate  aa  it 
could  be  by  the  committee.  Tbe  section  wbich  the 
House  of  Representativea  had  added  to  this  bill  was  pre* 
cisely  the  bill  introduced  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
bimselfi  which  bad  been  referred  to  ihe  Finance  Com. 
mitteet  and  long  since  reported  on.  Surely  the  gentle- 
man did  not  expect  a  written  report  on  a  bill  referred 
but  ycttcrdayi  and  embracing  a  subject  of  audi  vast 
magnitude.  The  amendment  inrolved  as  important  a 
queation  aa  ever  had  been  submitted  to  Congressi  and  if 
this  bad  been  the  first  time  the  Senate  had  ever  heard  of 
it,  there  would  have  been  great  propriety  in  requiring 
either  a  written  report,  or  at  least  some  Terbal  explana- 
tion in  regard  to  it.  But  Hr.  W.  did  not  feel  bound,  as 
the  case  atood,  to  make  a  long  report  on  a  matter  with 
wbich  every  body  was  familiar,  and  on  which  he  could 
not  suggest  a  single  new  idea.  A  report,  under  such 
circumstances,  would,  if  made,  change  no  opinion.  This 
was  the  simple  explanation  which  be  bad  to  make  (so 
far  as  he  was  personally  concerned)  in  reply  to  tbe  call 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  Dy  the 
committee  tbe  subject  of  a  written,  report  had  not  once 
been  mentioned.  For  himself,  he  coosidered  tbe  section 
which  had  been  added  to  tbe  bill  aa  completely  discon- 
nected with  tbe  iubject>matter  of  tbe  bill  as  It  left  the 
Senate,  as  one  thing  could  be  distinct  from  another.  It 
was  in  fact  an  important  act  of  independent  legislation. 
All  the  members  of  the  Senate  were  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Wfe  opinions  on  tbe  principles  of  tbe  measure  propoaed 
by  the  amendment,  and  he  should  not,  therefore,  detain 
the  Senate  or  waste  its  time  by  stating  them.  Mr.  W.  of- 
fered this  explaaation  aa  an  apology  for  the  absence  of  a 
report  on  tbe  amendnwnti  whether  it  would  prove  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  be  could 
not  say. 

Hr.  CAI'HOUN  said  he  now  understood  the  Senator 
from  New  Turk  to  rest  the  question  of  concurrence  in 
tbe  amendment  on  tbe  discuNion  which  had  taken  place 
at  tbe  last  session.  To  this  be  could  have  no  objection) 
for,  so  triumphant  had  been  tbe  argument  last  year  in 
faTor  of  tbe  distribution  bill,  that  the  gentleman  had 
been  left  in  a  minority  of  six  against  tbe  whole  Senate. 
Aa  no  reason  had  since  intervened  to  change  tbe  circuni' 
stances  of  the  case,  Mr.  C.  was  content  to  rest  the  issue 
as  it  bad  then  been  made.  A  more  triumphant  arj^ment 
he  had  never  liatened  to(  and,  such  had  been  its  irresiat* 
ibie  force,  that  it  bad  broken  through  tbe  bonds  of  party 
discipline,  and  compelled  gentlemen  to  leave  their  party 
and  vote  ftw  the  bill.  He  would  not  rrpeat  It,  but  he 
would  uk  those  Senaton  who  had  at  tbe  last  aesrion  felt 
and  admitted  ita  force,  and  bad  voted  for  the  distribution 
bill,  whether  thry  would  now  change  their  ground, 
without  a  single  argument  having  been  urged  in  reply. 
Surely  the  Senator  from  New  York  waa  bound  to  show 
some  difference  in  tbe  cisr,  which  should  induce  those 
who  had  voted  for  distribution  last  year  to  vote  against 
it  now.  The  Senator  from  New  York  owed  this  to  gen- 
tlemen of  bis  own  side,  if  be  expected  tbem  ibua  to  turn 
about  in  the  dee  of  the  world. 

Hr.  WRIGHT  rejobted.  He  was  bound  to  say  that 
the  principles  wbich  bad  governed  bis  own  eonne  re- 


mained unchanged,  without  recriminating  on  any  vbo 
now  difiered  from  him.  It  was  unimportant  to  kin 
for  what  reasons  other  gentlemen  might  have  cbasfcd 

their  ground)  but  he  supposed  and  believed,  and  lo  did 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  the  surplus  ic- 
tually  existing  at  the  last  session,  and  that  which  vh 
then  certainly  anticipated,  and  which  must  be  dispoud 
of  in  some  way,  had  governed  tbe  action  of  geBikaeo 
who  then  voted  for  the  bill.  And  if  the  same  stale  sf 
things  were  certain  now,  they  would  act  in  coalwoHty 
with  it.  Mr.  W.  had  no  doubt  that  all  those  gcatleoKB 
who  voted  for  the  bill  of  the  last  session  bad  acted  jmt 
as  conscientiously  as  he  had  himself  done  in  TOlinr 
against  it.  He  admitted  that  the  opinions  wbich  he  hu 
at  that  time  held  on  the  subject  of  tbe  surplui  hid,  to 
some  extent,  proved  erroneous.  But  surely  the  Seutor 
from  South  Carolina  would  not  call  upon  bim  far  the  ret- 
sons  wbich  actuated  others.  If  gentlemen  itaoidd  set 
differently  on  tbia  occasion  from  the  manner  in  which 
they  bad  acted  at  the  laat  session,  the  Senator  would,  m 
doubt,  find  them  ready  to  vindicate  their  course,  lod 
much  more  able  than  himself  lo  explwn  tbe  considen. 
tiona  which  actuated  them.  He  trusted  that  this  would 
supersede  the  cenaure  of  the  honorable  gentleman. 

Mr.  CLAY  hoped  that  Ihe  question  would  be  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays.  I'be  proposition  adopted,  said  bf.  If 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  now  sent  to  Ibis  bo^ 
for  its  eonenrrence,  b,  tint  any  surplus  revenue  vkidi 
may  remain  in  the  Treasury  on  tbe  1st  of  January  ncx<( 
beyond  the  wants  of  tbe  Government,  shall,  after  retain- 
ing five  millions,  be  distributed  among  the  Ststes.  If  M 
tbst  time  there  shall  be  no  surplus,  the  bill  will  ban, « 
course,  no  effect)  ir  there  be,  it  will.  What  are  tbe 
jections  lo  concurring '  We  have  been  favored  with  letj 
few  on  this  occasion.  I  would  ask  of  the  boannble 
Senator  f^om  New  York  [ilr.  Wbioht]  whether  tt  is  ha 
Intention  that,  in  case  there  4iall  be  a  large  surplus  rta 
to  remain  in  the  depusite  banks  which  have  now  the 
custody  of  the  public  money,  at  an  interest  to  the  Gor- 
ernment  of  two  per  cent,  i  Does  the  honorable  Senstor 
think  that  that  is  a  prudentand  proper  disposition  of  tin 
public  funds'  A  great  central  State  in  our  nelghW< 
hood  has,  I  understand,  directed  that  ber  portion  of  n* 
surplus  distributed  in  January  last  be  pUcedinbiDBfc 
paying  for  it  an  interest  of  6  percent.;  and  there  wunol 
any  difficulty  In  the  arrangement.  Does  tbe  Srnsior 
consideril  as  a  wise  and  proper  financial  operatioaM 
keep  the  mone^  of  the  United  States  in  deposlte  b»»i 
at  an  interest  of  two  per  cent.,  when,  for  the 
ney,  the  Government  might  obtain  six  percent  on "j*^ 
quale  security  i  I  am  anxious  to  know  what  is  t«  be  toe 
policy  of  the  coming  administration  on  this  subject. 
[Mr.  WniOHT.  Tbeir  policy  is  to  have  no  ktoIm] 
Hr.  CtiT  resumed.  Then  take  the  land  bUI,  weu 
honest  man.  There  is  the  remedy.  That  will  he  bet* 
ter  than  your  restrictive  measures  on  tbe  sale  of  the  pw- 
lie  lands,  which  throw  open  180  millions  of  seres  «  • 
lime.  1  should  be  glad.  1  say,  to  know  what  tbe  sdsin* 
istration  policy  is  to  bei  tbe  country  has  ariglit  l?*""^; 
The  honorable  Senator  was  stout  laat  session  in  his  denw 
that  there  would  be  a  surplus:  oh,  noi  there  w*"'^ 
no  surplus— no  surplus.  At  length,  however,  be  wm 
obliged  to  admit  that  there  would  be  some— a  little;  nm 
how  did  it  turnout?  We  all  know.  Well,  if  there  ■ 
to  be  a  surplus  in  January,  what  is  lo  be  done 
Is  it  lo  be  kept  in  the  deposlte  banks  at  two  per 
interestr  Is  that  your  calculation?  U  that  the  pol^ 
you  will  announce  to  the  people?  Why,  ^''■'fvLi 
daily  developmenU  which  are  uking  place  demonrtnK^ 
Do  tliey  not  prove  that  these  deposile  banks  are  but" 
many  mere  political  machines?  Have  you  seen  the  spp": 
cation  recently  made  by  one  of  Ae  banks  io  the  " 
New  York  for  a  •haw^^tlfelj|C(gi®gl^e  P"^ 
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nt  reeonmeodation  urged  by  the  ipplicaott,  their 
■trongeat  argunent,  is  tbii:  **  We  are  cordial  frienda  to 
the  dtatinKuiahed  ehief  who  haa  ao  abljr  filled  the  chair 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate/'  8co.  Let  me  now  ntafce  an  ap- 
peal to  the  majoritv  in  thia  Hoiiae»  and  I  am  glad  that 
what  I  say  will  be  beard  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia, 
(Hr.  RiTZB.]  Tbii  body  bat  been  pronounced  by  him 
to  be  the  ariatocratie  branch  of  the  Federal  Government. 
If  not  positively  and  avowedly  ariaiocratic,  it  has  at  least 
a  aqnintii^  toward  aristocracy.  Well*  and  who  are 
the  majiH-i^  of  tbe-ariatocracy  here?  Are  tbey  not  the 
friends  of  the  administration'  Now,  the  democratic 
branch  in  Congress  hare  determined  that  it  is  unwise  and 
■■proper  to  leave  a  large  surplus  revenue  in  tbe  depos- 
ke  banks,  to  pay  the  countryan  interest  of  two  per  cent.) 
and  whence  does  the  opposition  to  this  salutary  demo* 
eratic  measure  proceed?  From  tbe  aristocratic  minority 
in  the  Senate.  Are  you,  then,  going  to  confirm  your 
own  chargea  against  this  body  ?  I  take  your  own  wordt, 
and  I  ask,  will  you  oppose  the  democracy  of  the  country? 
Will  you  withstand  tbe  people'B  wW  Will  you,  by  a  si- 
lent report,  give  your  lordly  dissent  to  what  they  hare 
approved  and  resdred  uponr  I  call  on  that  majority  of 
this  Senate  who,  at  tbe  last  session,  thought  it  unwise  to 
leave  the  public  money  in  the  deposite  bsnks,  to  rally 
around  their  own  principle^  to  stand  by  their  democrat- 
ic fi>ieDdtin  tbe  other  House,  rad  to  take  the  money  of 
the  nation  oat  of  the  hands  of  these  depoalte  bank^  and 
distribute  it  amoi^  the  people  of  tbe  States,  on  the  prin- 
ciples advocated  by  themselves  last  year.  I  fear,  howev- 
er, tbe  Senator  from  New  York  cannot  be  brought  to 
consent  to  this  arrangement.  Well,  then,  I  will  propose 
to  him,  by  way  of  a  comproHiise,  that  be  consent  to  tbe 
land  bill.  This  is  a  middle  meaaure}  it  £^oses  of  two 
great  interests  at  once,  la  it  possible  to  conceive  of  a 
better  dlspostlion  both  of  the  qaestion  of  the  surplus  and 
the  queiuon  of  the  tariff  1  If  the  honorable  gentleman 
will  consent  to  that,  I  will  agree  with  him;  but  I  entreat 
the  majority  of  this  body  not  to  lend  themselves  to  the 

Elan  of  retaining  this  surplus  revenue  in  a  few  banks,  to 
e  selected  by  the  administration.  I  hope  we  shtil  not 
agree  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
mact,  and  I  troat  that  Iii  honorable  cbainnan  will,  when 
yeM  and  nays  shall  he  called,  be  found  now,  as  he 
was  found  at  the  laat  session,  standing  in  a  small  minor- 
ity. I  aik  that  tbe  question  may  be  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  RIVES  said  be  did  not  rise  from  any  wish  to 
lengthen  this  debate,  but  merely  with  a  view  to  submit 
a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  appeal  which  had  been  ad- 
dressed to  himself  and  olbera  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  I  do  not  see  why  he  was  so  particular- 
Ij  anxiou  that  1  should  hear  what  he  had  to  say  on  this 
iobject.  I  have  often  listened  to  that  honorable  Sena- 
tor, always  with  pleanre,  and  often  with  profitt  but 
wlnt  was  it  he  was  so  anxious  I  should  bear?  In  snne 
observations  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  upon  an- 
other occasion,  I  took  occasion  to  say  that,  in  a  philo- 
sophic view  of  tbe  structure  of  this  Ooremroent,  the  Sen- 
ale  was  to  be  conridered  as  tbe  aristocratic  branch  of  it} 
not  that  every  individual  member  of  that  body  was  an 
aristocrs^  in  the  odious  sense  of  that  term,  but  that  tbe 
body,  from  tbe  manner  of  its  constitution,  was  less  im- 
mediately subject  than  the  other  House  to  tbe  popular 
will  On  that  point,  I  shall  enter  into  no  controversy, 
bat  I  would  apply  the  honorable  Senator's  srgument  to 
his  own  case.  He  mys  that  we  are  bound  now  to  show 
that  we  of  the  Senate  are  not  aristocratic  in  our  feelings 
and  coarse  of  action,  and  we  are  to  do  this  by  (keying 
tbe  impulses  which  proceed  from  the  democratic  branch 
in  the  other  Houset  and  he  contends  that,  if  we  shall  re- 
fiise  to  do  so,  it  will  be  a  verification  of  what  I  said. 
IVre  is  no  propriety  in  bis  Mking  an  ime  with  mei 
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but  let  it  be  admitted  that  the  argument  n  properly  ad- 
dressed to  a  democratic  majority,  and  it  amoants  to  thiat 
that,  in  order  to  vindicate  their  democratic  character, 
they  must,  in  all  things  and  on  all  occasions,  submit  to 
an  expression  of  the  will  of  tbe  democratic  branch  of 
the  Government.  If  (bis  be  so,  let  me  remind  the  Sen- 
ator of  his  own  course  in  relation  to  that  very  important 
measure,  tbe  fortification  bill  of  the  last  session.  He 
cannot  but  recollect  the  appropriation  by  the  Rouse  of 
Representatives  of  three  millions  of  dtrfhrs,  in  anticipa- 
tion of  the  contii^eney  of  a  war  with  one  of  the  Enrope- 
an  Powen.  The  amendment  came  here,  and  wu  ateraly 
rejected.  Notwithstanding  tbe  gentleman's  doctrine  of 
submission  to  the  democfatic  branch,  tbe  rejection  was 
persisted  in  until,  by  means  of  it,  tbe  bill  wss  lost. 
The  Senator  bimselT,  on  that  occa^on,  set  an  example 
directly  tbe  reverse  of  what  be  is  now  contending  for. 
I  do  not  call  up  this  subject  from  ai^  dc^  to  revive 
tbe  heats  which  then  prevailed,  bnt  I  mention  kasan 
occasion  of  remlndhtg  him  that.  If  he  mcanatouigea 
principle  of  action  upon  us,  he  mast  at  least  observe  it 
himseir. 

Now,  what  ought  to  be  tbe  course  of  the  Senate? 
Will  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  or  any  other  gentle- 
man, who  does  not  speak  merely  adeaptmdumy  sav,  that 
when  tbe  Senate  stands  committed  before  the  world  to  a 
great  system  of  policy,  and  an  smendment  cornea  from 
the  other  House,  proceeding  on  wholly  different  grounds, 
this  body  u  bound  to  surrender  tbe  policy  it  approrei^ 
and  adopt  that  which  comes  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives? Does  not  tbe  whole  system  of  thia  Senate 
proceed  upon  the  ground  that  there  ahould  not  be  any 
surplus  revenue^  Have  we  not  altered  the  land  system 
and  reduced  the  tariff  for  tbe  express  purpose  of  pre- 
venting a  surplus?  And  now,  when  we  are  openly 
pledg«ltothe  eountnr,  and  to  thewnid,  nottodiatrl- 
baiion,  but  to  redoetion,  must  we  at  once  tnra  about 
and  say  that  there  ^11  be  a  surplus,  and  that  it  afiall  he 
distributed  among  the  States?  Is  there  any  fairness  in 
requirine  us  to  surrender  sll  our  fixed  opinions  at  the 
mere  bidding  of  a  majority  of  the  other  House?  There 
are  other  channels^  bende  tbe  acta  of  that  body,  through 
which  we  may  learn  the  will  <rf  the  people.  Member  as 
I  am  of  that  which,  aecor^iv  to  its  esaential  genius,  ia 
tbe  aristoeratie  bnuieh  of  uis  Government,  I  do  hold 
myself  under  tbe  control  of  public  opinion,  as  it  comes 
to  me  in  authentic  forms.  The  House  of  Kepresenta- 
lives  is  not  the  only  oracular  source  whence  I  am  to 
learn  it.  There  are  the  acts  of  my  own  Stste  Legisbturet 
there  is  tbe  public  press)  there  are  a  thousand  other 
legitimate  exponents  of  public  opioltm.  Looking  at 
these  indidftt  what  do  we  see?  We  see  that,  even  by 
the  temporary  diatrttiation  of  tbe  snrphis  whidi  had  ac- 
cumulated laat  year,  we  have  thrown  an  apple  of  dis- 
cord among  the  States.  Such  Is  tbe  Ungusge  of  my 
own  State.  While,  owing  to  the  pressure  of  circumstan- 
ces, she  has  felt  herseliconstrained  to  accept  'the  de- 
posite of  her  quota  of  the  surplus,  she  warns  this  Gov- 
ernment against  tbe  repetition  of  the  measure.  And 
what  did  we  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  ? 
[Mr.  NiLis.]  He  tells  us  that  he  has  received  letters 
from  many  members  of  his  own  State  Legialatare,  de* 
acribingtbe  conBicts  in  that  body,  and  all  terminating 
with  this  objurgation:  *'  For  God's  sake,  send  us  no  more 
surplus."  Such  has  been^be  effect  in  all  tbe  New 
England  SUtes)  and  I  do  aay  that  the  public  aentiment 
of  this  nation,  as  expressed  by  its  legitimate  organs, 
echoes  tbe  ssme  sentineot.  Let  ns  hare  no  more  sor* 
plus,  but  bring  down  the  revenue.  In  yieldii^  lo  the 
public  aenUmejnt,  thus  fully  expresaed,  there  is  no  in- 
consistency with  democratic  prindplei^  but  the  con- 

We  are  reminded,  ht^f^ln  ,?)iGwOgfeToled 
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for  the  diitributton  bill  of  the  last  Mision.  But  what 
were  ibe  circutiMlancet^  Then  we  had  a  Ur^e  amount 
of  nrplui  actually  in  hand.  We  could  not  get  rid  of  It. 
OuKht  we  to  have  expended  it  in  recklen  and  anti-re- 
publican  extravagance,  or  ihoald  it  be  left  in'tbede- 
porite  bankaF  I  iben  aaid  that  it  was  infinitely  better  to 
diatribate  it  among  the  States.  I  choie  this  aa  the 
leaser  evili  I  alwaya  rrgarded  it  aa  an  eril,  never  aa  a 
goodt  and  I  reaoned  to  it  only  u  a  meana  of  preventing 
-greater  evil.  Now  there  ia  no  actual  aurplua,  although 
I  lee  that,  if  there  ii  not  some  change  in  the  revenue 
lawt,  there  U  every  prt^ability  that  there  will  be  one. 
We  have  adopted  two  important  meaaure^  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman  from  Kenlticky  binuelf*  tre 
well  calculated  to  prevent  a  aorplua.  In  saying  Ibis,  I 
refer  to  a  part  of  bis  speech  which  I  waa  so  unfortunate 
as  to  loaet  I  was  not  in  my  aeat  when*  I  am  told,  the 
honorable  Senator  referred  to  myself.  Hii  remarks  1 
shall  be  bappy  to  notice  at  another  timr,  though  I  can- 
not  attend  to  them  at  present.  1  understand  that  he 
distinctly  took  the  ground,  when  objecting  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  tariff,  that  that  reduction  waa  not  necea- 
aary  in  order  to  bring  down  the  revenue,  because  that 
bad  already  been  done  by  the  l^nd  bill. 

[Ur.  Cut  here  explained.  What  he  had  said  was 
this:  that,  if  all  the  measures  passed  by  the  Senate  ahould 
be  concurred  in  by  the  House,  there  would  probably  be 
DO  surplmt  in  which  remark  he  had  alluded  to  the  vari- 
oua  eitrartgant  memre*  which  bad  been  voted.] 

Wc  viewed  diese  raeuures,  wbkh  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator  characterizes  as  extravagant,  aa  connected  with 
each  other,  and  constituting  a  wliole.  I  ^all  not  enter 
upon  a  consideration  of  them  now.  The  most  impor- 
tant, and  those  which  the  Senate  chicBy  relied  on  to  re- 
duce or  to  prevent  a  surplus,  were  the  land  bill  and  the 
bill  to  redocc  the  tariff,  (and  which,  if  pasaed,  will  re. 
duce  it  by  twomd  a  half  mllliona.)  Alter  a  long  and 
painful  deliberation  and  debate,  we  bronght  thoee  bills 
mto  a  shape  acceptable  to  the  Senate,  and  th^  were 
adopted  and  pasaed.  They  indicated  the  course  of  policy 
approved  and  sanctioned  by  this  body.  But  here  comes 
an  amendment  whicb  ia  baaed  upon  directly  opporite 
priociplest  an  amendment  which  proceeds  upon  the  as- 
auiwtion  that  there  ia  to  be  a  aurplus,  and  that  it  must 
be  diatributed  among  the  States.  If  this  is  to  prevail, 
both  the  tariff  bill  and  the  land  bill  are  at  once  super- 
seded. It  is  in  vain  for  gentlemen  to  blink  the  qaeation. 
That  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence.  But  alter  we 
are  aolcmnly  pledged  to  the  reduction  policy,  must  we 
at  once  surrender  it,  out  of  our  profound  respect  for  the 
other  braneh  of  the  liCgislature?  And  we  must  do  this 
Icftwe  incar  the  odium  of  aristocracy!  The  Senator 
from  Kentucky  must  surely  have  apprehended  the  spirit 
of  my  remark  as  to  the  aristocratic  ohuwter  of  thia 
body.  He  cannot  but  have  understood  me  as  not  refer- 
ring  to  the  character  of  individuals,  but  to  the  genius  of 
this  branch  of  the  Government,  to  the  character  purpose- 
ly ^ven  to  it  by  the  provinons  of  the  constitution;  and  I 
inntt  that,  from  its  structure,  it  does  possess  this  charac- 
ter. I  avow  that  as  my  aentimenit  1  repeat  it  openly  i 
and,  fon^ble  as  the  Senator  fl«m  Kentotdcy  always  ii^ 
I  am  ready  to  diaeuaa  it  with  bim.  But  this  is  not  the 
time  for  Mich  a  discussion.  I  should  not  have  said  a  word 
but  for  the  pointed  reference  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man to  myself.  1  did  hear  his  remarks,  and  listened  to 
tbem  with  profound  attenlioni  but,  weighty  as  they 
were,  they  would  have  been  ftr  more  so  had  they  been 
supported  by  his  own  example. 

Mr.  CBITTENDEN  followed.  He  expressed  strong 
surprise  that  gentlemen  wbo  bad  voted  for  the  distribution 
bill  of  the  list  session  should  declare  that  th»  could  see  no 
an^ogybetweenthatlaw  and  thepreaent  amendment.  Not 
only  was  there  the  nwit  pctftet  analogy  betveen  ibetvo. 


but  a  perfect  identity.  The  bill  of  (he  last  senim  tad  the 
amendment  now  proposed  by  the  House  of  Bqirwti- 
atives  were  in  the  very  same  terms.  The  sub^-oM- 
ter  of  both  waa  the  same,  and  they  diffieitd  iijn  k 
the  amount— a  difference  wiUb  involved  no  ptw^, 
but  was  a  mere  incidental  fact,  in  no  way  toueUBClk 
essence  of  the  amendment  or  afiiecting  its  cbartcta.  Sa 
far  as  the  question  of  constitutional  law  was  cofKenxdi 
(he  two  were  perfectly  identical;  and  all  that  preMed 
their  identity  m  all  respects  waa  the  Terence  ia  <k 
amount  of  money  whtdi  might  be  in  the  Trtrntj « 
the  1st  of  January  next  from  that  wUdi  had  been  nets 
on  the  1st  of  January  of  last  year.  Could  gaOenn 
find  in  this  difference  tuffleaent  ground  to  cfasnre  (liar 
votes?  If  it  was  right  to  distribute  «38.000,Gia),  tij 
was  it  not  right  to  diatribute  $10,000,000?  The  ftStj 
which  dictated  the  one  equally  aanctioned  the  rther. 
The  policy  of  collecting  revenue  for  the  purpose  oTdb- 
tributing  it  was  advocated  by  none;  but  if  a  HTplosof 
revenue  legitimately  coUeeted  did  occar,  how  elicit 
to  be  disposed  off  Ought  it  to  be  HirowB  ialb  the  d^ 
posite  banks,  to  excite  the  cupidity  of  these  corponlisn 
and  encourage  recklen  speculatioBs?  Or  iboaU  it  be 
thrown  back  into  the  hands  of  the  peoptef  Thii 
tlie  question  which  had  been  decided  at  the  lut  ttniai- 
Congress  determined  in  favor  of  the  latter  shersitiR. 
But  because  they  had  restored  to  the  people  »38,000,«1 
of  their  own  money,  was  it  time  for  GevenuBaillsii- 
demntfyitaelfhyretuning  tlO^OOO^OOOtoneetOeb- 
or  the  luats  of  those  in  power? 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  waiidodut 
to  throw  an  apple  of  discord  into  the  State  LcgidtfiRt. 
The  return  of  their  own  mtmey  might  be  converted  isto 
an  apple  of  discord  by  State  pofiticaina,  but  to  tte  corn- 
try  at  hrge  it  was  the  boiKl  of  peace  and  onioo.  He* 
were  the  States  to  be  agitated  by  a  meamre  whidi  pK 
peace  to  the  Union  i  Oaf^t  the  Government,  hi  tk  »' 
cess  of  its  patriotism,  magnanindty,  and  tender  nettj, 
to  take  the  people's  money  out  of  their  hands  to  rdiere 
them  from  discord?  Should  the  GovenDCOt reader d- 
aelf  unhappy  and  distracted,  in  ita  diainterested  deriftio 
save  the  people  from  corruption!  The  people,  it  iw** 
were  to  be  fatally  corrupted  by  handling  this  doo^i 
but  the  Government  n^t  be  ateeped  to  the  Epi  in  w 
corrupting  stream,  and  still  remain  purer  Una 
To  manage  the  money  would  occaMon  the  GweMO^ 
no.embarraisment  wbatever;  but  the  poor  ^P^Jv 
were  unable  to  bear  so  weighty  a  trusty  and  tetkenil 
would  prove  but  an  apple  of  discord. 

Another  reason  urged  in  opposition  to  the  idm""^ 
was,  that  it  would  inspire  the  members  of  the  NioodiI 
ILegislature  witb  narrow  and  selfish  feeUi^:  cseb  us 
would  be  endeavoring  to  withhold  the  sppro(intf»» 
necessary  to  the  general  good*  from  a  hope  d 
a  larger  share  of  surplus  for  hia  own  State. 
could  be  more  idle  than  sueb  an  objectim.  WJ^ 
gentlemen  perctive  that  the  same  argiunort  BMitot 
applied  to  the  ordinary  duty  of  approprialion?  wu 
there  not  the  same  tempution  to  withhold  the  tu« 
and  might  not  gentlemen  aa  well  argue  that  tl>c^^ 
Government  could  never  go  on,  because  it  woalabelM 
interest  of  the  representatives  to  prevent  the  ■ 
their  constituentaf  The  ailment  waa  preaw?,* 
same;  and  if  it  was  a  vaSd  ailment,  it  W^VJ^JS 
that  the  American  people  were  incapable  <^c<*^TJ 
a  free  republicaD  Government.    His  friend  VH  m 
last  addressed  the  Senate  appeared  to  have  ■"■"•'J* 
prehensions  lest  hia  colleague  had  repeated  ™5n 
unpopuUr  opinloni^  and  seemed  resolTed  far  ww^ 
esohev  aoch  a  course,  as  the  greateit  of  ni*"*'* 
Hr.  C.  hoped  he  would  never  »1  under  an  bes^*^ 
lamityi  but  unlew  the  peop[ 
bad  a  distaste  fomgnnqr^ 
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C's  conatituenls,  it  wu  posuble  lie  might  find  thst  he 
hid  bimseir  incurred  the  same  diMster  which  he  had  bo 
Mrnettly  deprecated  in  the  cue  of  Mr.  C's  colleague. 
For  b'v  own  part,  he  had  not  aeen  a  single  man  in  \i\a 
own  quarter  oT  the  country  who  at  all  disapproTed  of 
Kentucky'B  taking  her  ahare  in  the  diitribution  of  the 
sarplui.  Yet  he  had  never  understood  that  the  people 
of  that  part  of  the  Union  were  distinguiahed  by  an  inor- 
dinaAe  regard  for  money.  He  did  not  think  that  in  that 
respect  they  went  rery  far  beyond  the  people  of  the 
North  and  of  the  Bast.  He  feared,  lest  some  great 
change  had  passed  upon  the  character  of  the  gentleman's 
constituents,  that  he  would  find  on  bis  return  borne  that 
they  had  again  relapsed  into  at  least  a  due  estimate  of 
the  value  of  mouey.  He  could  not  but  apprehend  that 
the  honorable  Senator  would  find  it  aomewliat  hard  to 
persuade  them  that  it  was  better  that  millions  of  the  pub. 
lie  revenue  should  remain  in  the  Treasury  than  in  tlieir 
pockets.  The  honorable  Senator,  however,  did  not,  he 
presumed,  need  any  of  his  admonttlont  he  doubted  not 
that  be  would  be  sufficiently  careful  of  bia  own  popu- 
larity. 

Some  of  the  States,  to  be  sure,  had  shown  themselves 
Tcry  coy  in  taking  their  share;  but  whatever  might  have 
been  their  scruples,  and  the  throea  of  their  conscience, 
be  believed  that  as  yet  not  one  had  refused)  and,  what 
was  more,  they  would  lake  the  same  again  and  again, 
wlwnerer  it  might  be  deemed  necessary  to  disencumber 
the  Treaaury. 

The  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wbiobt]  had  said 
that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  coming  administration  to 
have  no  lurplus.  A  very  proper  policy,  indeedt  and  the 
present  amendment  would  give  to  the  nation  ample  se- 
curity that  auch  a  policy  should  be  observed.  Give  them 
lhiasei»irity,and  then  the  majority  would  never  be  found 
creating  a  surplus  with  a  view  to  retain  and  manage  it. 
There  were  several  ways  to  prevent  a  surplus:  one  was, 
not  to  raise  more  money  than  was  wanted)  another  meth- 
od, equally  certain,  was  to  make  the  expenditure  come 
up  to  the  amount  of  the  receipts.  Now,  the  amendment 
proposed  would  tend  to  preserve  the  economy  of  this 
Government.  If  virtue,  as  has  a  thousind  times  been 
observed,  was  the  foundation  of  republican  Government,' 
then  a  lavish  expenditure  of  public  money,  by  corrupting 
the  Ttrtue  of  tlue  natiwi,  munt  have  a  direct  tendency  to 
undermine  public  virtue;  and  the  amendment,  by  pre- 
venting the  accumulation  of  an  extravagant  aurplbs  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Government,  would  contribute  so  far 
to  the  preservation  of  virtue,  and  thereby  to  the'  safety 
of  our  liberties.  In  every  point  of  view,  Mr.  C.  consid- 
ered the  distribution  policy  as  good.  Gentlemen  had 
expressed  an  apprehension  that  if  the  experiment  of  dis- 
tribution should  again  be  made,  the  thing  would,  in  a 
abort  time,  become  habitual,  and  that  all  previous  meas- 
ures would  be  calculated  with  a  reference  to  that  end. 
He  had  no  such  apprehensions.  It  was  proposed  to  dis- 
tribute only  the  superfluous  and  unnecesaary  revenue) 
and  what  better  could  be  dune  with  this,  than  to  give  it 
back  to  tlie  peopled  He  trusted ,lhat  none  of  those  who 
had  supported  this  policy  the  last  sesaion  would  op- 
pose it  now.  The  actionof  the  Iluuae  of  Representatives 
went  clearly  lo  ahow  that  the  people  approved  of  the 
measure.  So  forcible  had  been  tlie  pressure  of  public 
opinion,  that  it  had  broken  down  all  parly  trammels. 
Men  had  revolted  from  under  parly  discipline,  from  a 
wholesome  fear  of  their  constituents.  As  far  as  his 
knowledge  extended,  the  public  sentiment  of  the  coun- 
try was  all  in  favor  of  diathbutinn.  There  could  be  no 
good  reason  for  leaving  the  surplus  in  the  banks.  The 
Executive  had  told  the  Senate  that  it  riirnished  great 
means  for  apeculalioni  and  so  strong  had  been  his  con- 
viction of  the  evil  to  be  apprehended,  that,  with  a  view 
to  prevent  it,  he  had  assumed  the  responsibiliiy  of  Issuing 


the  Treasury  ordert  and  yet^the  Senate  wu  to  be  deter> 
red  from  a  measure  which  was  legal  and  legitimate,  and 
which  would  remedy  the  evil.  This  went  to  show  tha«, 
after  all,  the  majority  of  the  Senate  were  in  favor  of 
banks  and  banking.  He  remembered  well  when  the 
President,  in  commencing  his  attack  on  the  United  States 
Bank,  held  out  to  the  nation  the  golden  prospect  of  a 
specie  circulation.  It  was  the  cheap  purchase  ofantict* 
pated  glory.  It  rang  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  and  the 
bank  was  destroyed.  The  nation  had  all  bieen  In  the 
most  triumphant  anticipation  of  those  halcyon  days 
which  were  to  follow^  but  when  the  time  was  actually 
come,  and  the  friends  of  the  administration  were  askco 
for  what  they  bad  pronused,  behold,  what  t  multitude 
of  objections  were  at  once  interposed.  One  was  afraid 
that  the  money  would  corrupt  the  peoplet  another  that 
its  possession  would  create  interminable  discordt  another 
dreaded  the  danger  of  the  example,  and  predicted  that 
it  would  weaken  the  Government,  and  make  it  a  mere 
collector  for  the  Stales.  Thus,  after  all  the  promises.  ■ 
and  mfiCT  the  first  great  step  bad  been  taken,  gentlemen 
were  likely  to  fall  back  into  the  old  position,  to  keep 
fast  hold  of  the  money  bags{  and  when  the  people  re- 
monstrated, to  reply  by  assuring  them  that  they  were 
incapable  of  nnanag^ng  their  money;  that  it  would  only 
corrupt  ihemt  and  that  their  wisest  course  would  be  to 
leave  it  in  the  pure  and  incorruptible  hands  of  those  who 
now  bad  the  management  of  it. 

Mr.  EWING,  or  Ohio,  wasdesirousof  submittingaftw 
remarks,  which  be  considered  due  to  the  oecaaion.  He 
was  not  one  who  was  in  favor  of  collecting  revenue  for 
the  sake  of  again  distributing  it,  and  the  gentlemen  who 
placed  the  matter  on  that  footing  lost  their  ar|^ment  on 
him.  He  had  no  such  disposition  now,  nor  had  he  been 
so  disposed  when  the  deposite  bill  of  last  aession  was 
passed.  It  was  not  the  propoHtion  of  this  ametidment. 
The  proposition  went  on  the  supposition  that  there 
would  be  a  surplus.  If  no  surplus  should  arise,  the 
clause  would  have  no  eflTectt  it  would  be  altogether  nu- 
gatory; but  if  there  was  a  surplus,  it  would  place  the 
money  in  safe  kerpirg,  and  at  the  same  time  avoid  alt 
the  mischief  of  retaining  it  in  the  deposite  banks.  While 
Mr.  B.  was  unwilling,  on  the  one  hand,  to  create  a  surplus 
with  the  view  to  distribuiion,  he  would  not, on  the  other, 
consent  to  unsettle  the  buwness  or  dislurii  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  country  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  one.  Ha 
was  opposed  to  interfering  with  the  conipromiae,  and  he 
still  hoped  it  would  not  be  interfered  with.  He  would 
not  upset  sn  arrangement  of  that  importance  to  prevent 
a  surplus  of  two  millions,  at  the  expense  of  more  than 
fifty  millions  of  injury  to  the  country.  It  would  be 
better  lo  throw  the  money  into  the  Potomac.  NOT  was 
he  disposed  to  give  away  the  public.lands,  to  prevent 
the  price  of  them  from  coming  into  the  TresLSuryt  nor 
was  he  willing  to  give  the  public  domain  at  less  than  its 
value  to  a  certain  exclusive  set,  rather  than  let  all  our 
citizena  hhare  equally  in  its  advanta^s,  as  heretofore.  If 
a  surplus  arose,  he  would  rather  distribute  it  than  avoid 
its  accumulation  by  measures  like  these,  or  by  extrava- 
gant appropriations  beyond  what  had  ever  been  known 
before.  If  the  laws  of  the  country  brmnht  a  sur- 
plus into  the  Treasury,  he  would  not  wrest  the  laws  for 
the  sake  of  preventing  it;  nor  would  he  absorb  the  reve- 
nue in  lavish  and  wasteful  expenditures,  rather  tlian  dis- 
tribute a  surplus.  If  it  came  into  the  Treasury  in  a  fair 
and  Ifgitimate  manner,  he  would  dispose  of  it  as  it  bad 
been  disposed  of  last  year.  He  could  not  see  the  least 
dislinciiun  between  the  two  cases.  Some  gentlemen 
had  said  that  they  could  see  no  resemblance  between 
the  case  of  last  aesMon  and  the  ca»e  of  ihiai  lo  him  tbejr 
appeared  not  only  l>ke  each  other,  but  the  same.  This 
amendment  was  in  the  very  wor^^  the  dislributioa 
bill  bt  last  years  «  was  ibiffl^l)>n£jii$lD§  ^ 
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Here  was  certainly  eome  tligbt  retemblinee.  It  wu, 
indeedi  reiy  true  that,  while  tha  form  of  the  bill  was 
the  nme*  there  might  exist  a  itate  of  things  wl>icb 
would  make  the  bill  very  different  in  principle.  Nor, 
let  ui  aee  what  are  (he»e  alleged  points  of  distinction. 
Gentleinen  had  said  that  last  year  it  bad  been  admitted 
fhat  there  would  be  a  surplus.  It  was  very  true  that  he 
had  adnnitted  it,  and  those  who  acted  with  him]  but  there 
had  been  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  who  protested 
strongly  that  there  would  be  no  surplus.  All  the  differ* 
cnce*  tben,  in  that  respect,  consisted  in  tbisi  that  more 
bad  been  admitted  at  the  last  session  than  now.  Mr.  E. 
heard  none  now  say  that  there  would  be  no  surplus. 
His  own  estimate  at  the  last  seuion  had  been  that  there 
would  be  one  of  ten,  firteen,  or  eighteen  millions,  if  the 
appropriations  were  marked  with  any  thing  like  moder- 
ation. But  both  appropriations  and  revenue  had  far  ex- 
ceeded bis  calculations.  But  be  this  as  it  might,  the 
■ame  ailment  which  bad  been  urged  last  year  applied 
equally  well  now*  if  there  was  no  surplus,  this  law  would 
divide  nothing.  It  was  a  hypothetical  law.  He  would 
not,  indeed,  agree  to  pass  a  taw  which  would  probably 
he  nugatoty,  but  that  did  not  apply  to  the  present 
amendment,  becauie  there  was  every  probability  that 
there  would  be  something,  and  not  a  little,  to  divide. 
They  knew  that  there  was  (o  come  in  a  large  incidental 
sum  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statesf  then  there 
were  the  receipts  from  the  customs,  and  the  receipts  from 
the  public  landst  so  that  when  gentlemen  came  to  see 
the  actual  figures  next  winter,  he  rather  believed  that 
they  would  find  not  less  than  twelve  millions  of  dollars, 
which  must  either  remain  in  the  deposite  banks  or  be 
distributed  among  the  States.  At  to  the  proper  time  for 
passing  the  bill,  gentlemen  knew  that  various  deposite 
banks  complained  even  last  year.  The  Secretary  toM 
Congress  that  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  the  money  from 
those  institutions  would  cause  a  great  shock.  Why  not, 
then,  give  him  timcF  If  Ibey  wailed  until  the  next  ses- 
sion, much  time  would  necessarily  be  consumed  in  legis- 
lation) and  after  the  bill  passed,  the  banks  would  need 
time  to  conform  themselves  to  the  new  arrangement,  so 
that  it  would  be  past  midsummer  before  a  cent  could  ac- 
tually be  distribaled.  There  was  another  reason  for 
legislating  at  this  lime.  It  would  give  the  deposite 
banks  timely  warning  that  the  public  moneys  in  iheir 
bands  were  not  to  be  loaned  out  permanently,  fur  the 
purpose  of  investments.  Such  a  notice  would  be  very 
important. 

But  it  was  said  that  this  practice  of  distribution,  if  re- 
petted,  would  become  habitual,  and  that  the  General 
Ooremment  would  sUrve  for  want  of  the  requisite  ap* 

Eropiiations.  Gentlemen  who  urged  this  objection  must 
■re  mally  changed  their  ground  within  a  few  yean. 
The  friends  of  t«  honorable  Senator  on  his  left  [Mr. 
BucBAiTAii]  had  advocated  the  doctrine  that  too  much 
was  expended  for  the  General  Government.  He  held 
in  his  hand  a  report  of  a  speech  made  by  the  hunorable 
Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bxrtok,]  which  seemed  to 
bave  been  earefully  considered,  in  which  that  gentleman 
bad  endeavored  to  show  that  it  required  not  less  than 
eight  millions  to  put  the  machinery  of  Government  in 
motion.  Allowing  for  extraordinaries,  it  might  require 
twelve  millions.  The  gentleman  would  remember  that 
they  bad  expended  thirty-seven  millions  last  year,  and 
that  be  had  recommended  and  strongly  advocated  the 
expenditure  of  not  less  than  sixty  millions,  which  was 
five  times  the  amount  of  bis  own  estimate  of  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  ihe  Government.  Did  not  Ibis  go  to 
■bow  that  the  danger  was  not  lliat  of  starving  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  but  quite  on  the  other  side?  That  ihe 
real  danger  was  of  making  Ihe  appropriations  so  extrav- 
agant as  to  abswb  the  revenue,  let  it  smnunt  to  »  hat  it 
migbtf  'Hie  expense  was  not  felt,  because  the  money 


flowed  into  the  Treasury  without  direct  taxalioat  bat 
the  danger  wu  only  the  greater  on  that  secoant.  Whs 
had  ever  heard  of  a  Govemnaent  gmng  bsckwsrdi  m  '* 
expenditure?  Wh\t  Government  had  ever  beemUets 
retreat?  England,  it  was  true,  bad  freed  herself  fna 
one  million  and  a  half,  out  of  about  forty  miOianf-aa 
enormous  loid  of  taxation — but  it  had  not  been  wilbont 
a  mighty  effort,  a  struggle  whieb  shook  the  kiagdM. 
How  could  we  ever  accomplish  a  reduction  of  m^aa- 
tional  expenses,  unless  we  fell  on  some  dispoution  of  Ihe 
public  revenue  which  should  indoca  gentlenen  totUsk 
what  could  be  saved  to  their  constitueiiur 

Mr.  DATIS  rose  and  sMd  he  could  not  pernit  t 
measuTe  of  so  much  consequence  to  be  lost  withsHt  a- 
pressing  his  dissent  from  so  ill-advised  and  injatiooi  a 
policy.  The  measure  proposed  was  preciaely  the  me 
which  went  through  both  Houses  at  the  lut  lewo^ 
with  an  almost  unexampled  unaniml^.  It  proposed  im- 
ply  to  trust  the  several  States  with  the  custody  of  all  tte 
surplus  revenue,  if  any  should  exist,  beyond  five  aulTiosi. 
If  this  biis,  the  mone^  will  ^  to  the  deposite  banki.  It 
is  singular,  if  such  distrust  is  entertained  of  the  Sttlc^ 
that  their  credit  is  not  as  good  as  that  of  ttie  depoats 
banks!  The  amendment  baa  been  deprecated  st  ini»> 
ducing  a  new  and  dangerous  policyi  but  let  it  bedii' 
tincUy  underatofid  that  it  propoaes  that  whatever  m- 
plus  Uiere  may  be  beyond  five  ndllions  aball  be  jktri 
with  the  Statei^  instead  of.  being  left  in  the  d^aitt 
hanks— that  it  shall  be  held  by  Uie  ofBcen  of  the  SttU^ 
instead  of  being  under  the  control  of  the  offiee-holdenn 
the  United  States.  This  is  the .  measure,  and  the  vbde 
measure,  which  has  excited  the  extraordinary  alann  m 
apjlVehension  which  we  hear  from  gentlenen  in  tto 
chamber. 

Some  Senaton  seem  indignant  because  if  iscoasMM 
with  the  fortification  bill.  Tbis  ia  pronounced  aaoattnl 
and  highly  objectlon^le,  because  the  matters  have  se 
affinity.  If  the  two  measures  could  be  convenieflilr 
separated,  and  presented  each  in  a  bill  by  itself,  1  ■)■(«» 
prefer  that  courset  but  every  one  who  witaeMei  the 
daily  proceedings  in  tlie  other  end  of  the  Capiiol  knovt 
lhat  the  order  of  business  snd  Ihe  rules  of  actios  Ibti* 
are  such  that  mattera  incongruous  in  themselves  ire  €kiJ 
session  brought  together  in  the  same  bill,  froin  aeeei^* 
The  stutute  books  contain  the  most  plenary  proof  iW 
such  a  course  has  it  in  nothing  unusual.  Adonlbng^ 
therefore,  that  the  connexion  is  unnatural,  il*"  " 
nothing  in  it  unprecedented  or  uncommon.  No  one 
here  can  be  ignorant  of  the  fact  lhat  this  imfwrtsat 
measure  could  not  be  acted  upon  at  sll  by  the  Bw^> 
unless  as  an  amendment  lo  some  bill;  and  it  must  wW 
come  up,  or  be  left  without  consideration.  , 

But  is  there  any  thing  so  annatoral  as  is  repTMcntcd 
between  the  bill  and  the  amendment?  The  V&  » 
appropriation  act,  purely  so)  taking  money  f«» 
Treasury  lo  strengthen  the  defences  of  the  5"*^" 
The  amendment  provides  for  taking  what  rensio*!*^' 
these  and  other  appropriations  are  satisfied,  and  P'""** 
it  with  the  States.    I  he  great  object  of  eachistodu- 
pose  of  the  public  money—the  one  in  a  useful,  the 
in  a  safe  wayi  snd  all  they  differ  in  is,  that  the  bill 
to  what  it  takes  one  direction,  and  llie  amendoKiii  <o 
what  it  takes  another  direction.  Can  it  be  said  •l»!j^/ 
do  not  relate  to  the  same  subjectf   Does  not  the  fcr^ 
cation  bill  relate  lu  the  public  money/   And  does  ww 
the  amendment  relate  lo  thai,  and  nothing  else?  1  ^ 
fess  I  am  nut  able  to  see  much  force  in  the  objecnoni 
and  am  not  surprised  that  the  House  disregarded^^ 
\f,  after  all  that  has  been  made  of  it,  but  an 
lory  apology  for  giving  a  preference  to  the  dtpo** 
banks  over  the  treasuries  ol  the  States.  . 

But  it  is  a  new  act  of  di«tributipn{  and  we  are 
of  the  injustice  •ef|iM|ffei"e^gt^"'** 
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nremie  to  distribute  unonK  tbe  States.  Let  ne  uy, 
at  oDoe,  to  all  who  tbui  speak  of  tbe  amendment,  that 
they  nusrepreient  it.  It  makes  no  proTision  for  the 
■colleetion  or  tbe  distribution  of  rerenue.  You  will  not 
collect  a  cent  more  or  less  of  revenue,  whether  ve 
adopt  or  reject  it.  It  involves  no  c^uestion  of  policy* 
nor  bai  it  any  connexion  with  the  tanfTt  and  the  Sena- 
tor  from  Miaaitsippi  is  qaite  mialakeD,  when  be  attempts 
to  prove  that  it  bai.  It  nether  prapaaei  to  alter,  modU 
tjft  enlarge,  diminbh,  or  continue  the  revenue  laws. 
Turn  it  which  way  you  will,  give  to  it  whatever  read- 
ing ingenuity  is  capable  of,  scrutinize  it  u  closely  as 
you  please,  and  it  provides  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the 
public  iDoney,  if  any  sum  over  five  millions  shall  be  on 
MDdt  nothii^  more.  -And  tbe  only  question  bere  is, 
^aU  tbe  States  have  tbe  use  of  it  till  it  is  needed,  or 
■ball  the  stockholders  of  the  deposite  banks  be  enriched 
by  kianing  it  out  for  their  own  benefit*  iThis  ts  all  the 
matter  we  have  to  deal  with]  and  let  us  meet  it  foirlyt 
let  us  call  it  by  the  right  name;  and,  if  it  is  to  be  so, 
let  the  people  understand  that  tbe  interest  of  these 
banks  is  more  powerful  than  their  own  in  this  plkce. 

Whose  money  is  this.'  It  belongs  to  the  peoptei  it  is 
tbeir  property;  and  whom  do  you  talk  of  corniptiag  and 
■edneing  f^om  tbeir  duty  by  the  fusciaating  influences 
of  numeyF  Tbe  people.  Tbe  people  are  to  be  bribed 
Mid  corrupted  by  possessing  their  own  property.  How 
WNiderfully  pure  and  patriotic  the  officers  of  this  Oov* 
•mmeati  They  can  trust  themselves  with  tbe  money; 
but  the  people  will  be  corrupted  and  seduced,  if  their 
owD  property  is  permitted  to  approach  so  near  to  them 
as  the  Bute  treasuries! 

It  is  said,  air,  that  a  spirit  of  avarice  and  cupidity  will 
•ein  the  people,  and  that  members  of  Congress  will 
become  so  infected  with  tbe  mania  that  tbcy  will  refuse 
to  make  tbe  necessary  appropriattonsi  and  what  most 
astonishes  me  is,  that  our  eiperience  under  tbe  act  of 
1836  is  urged  to  justify  this  reasoning.  In  my  judg- 
ment, never  was  any  thing  more  unfounded.  Look 
at  tlw  appropriations  of  the  Ust  ytar,  amounting  ^o 
about  $50,000,000.  When  and  where  has  this  ex- 
travagance any  parallel?  Look  at  tbe  appropriations  of 
Ibis  year,  the  amount  of  which  I  have  no  means  of  as- 
certunmg,  but  scarcely  less  profuse,  as  we  all  know, 
than  those  of  the  last  year.  Nay,  more ;  I  appeal  to 
every  gentlenun  here  to  consult  his  own  conscience,  and 
then  to  declare  whether  he  has  felt  any  such  sordid  in- 
fluence on  bis  mind,  in  the  votes  which  he  has  recorded. 
And  if  be  has  not,  1  leave  him  to  settle  tbe  queation 
wbettMr  be  is  more  pure  than  bis  fellow-citiiens*  and 
more  capable  of  resisting  temptation. 

Sir,  I  have  seen  a  great  and  oomraandiflg  influence  ex- 
erting itself,  ever  since  tbe  bill  of  1836  was  proposed,  to 
defeat  it.  It  worked  in  vain  last  year,  but  its  power  has 
increased  in  this  body.  It  has  grown  determined  to  set 
tbe  States  dOWn  as  narrow-minded,  avaricious,  and  un- 
vorUiy  of  confidencet  ay,  not  fit  to  be  trusted  with  their 
own.  And  there  seemi  to  be  such  a  conviction  of  this 
nafitness,  that  the  depoKte  banks  are  to  be  placed  over 
Iben  u  guardians. 

Now,  air,  there  is  but  one  of  these  arguments  entitled 
to  tbe  aligtitest  consideration!  all  suggestion  as  to  the 
avarice  and  comiption  of  the  people  is  a  calumny — a 
ahindert  it  is  an  attempt  to  teach  ihem  to  disgrace  them- 
selves. But  when  we  are  told  that  tbe  powers  of  this 
Government  may  be  diminislied  by  this  proeeai^  I  will 
not  say  it  does  not  deserve  consideration.  1  have  hither- 
to seen  no  pnofk  of  it,  and  yet  I  confess  I  should  noi  re- 
gret to  see  tbe  patronage  of  tbe  Bxecutive  diminiithed— 
cut  down  lo  a  tithe  of  its  present  ample  dimensions.  It 
is  plethoric,  and  I  am  willing  to  see  it  depicted.  If, 
therefore,  it  should  produce  this  effect  only  to  a  reason- 
able extent,  (and  I  should  let  blood  freely,}  I  should  be 


far  from  objecting  to  iti  indeed,  the  medicine  ii  needed, 
for  this  branch  oithe  Government  wants  purifying. 

Here  lies,  whatever  else  may  he  urged,  the  great  ob- 
jection to  this  measure,  which  is  felt  by  those  in,  and 
who  hope  to  be  in,  power. 

It  is  tb^  who  feel  all  this  anxious  solicitude  about  the 
avarice  of'^the  people,  and  their  danger  of  corruptioi). 
But  I  cannot  resist  the  belief  that  they  feel  much  more 
solicitude  about  retanting  power  and  patronage.  No 
power  works  with  more  effect,  or  in^niutea  ItMf  more 
ceruinly  into  tbe  feelings,  and  winds  itself  about  tbe 
hearts  of  men,  than  that  of  money.  You  have  a  host  of 
deposite  banks  scattered  throughout  the  country,  one 
and  all  bowed  down  to  the  executive  will.  Connected 
with  them  is  an  army  of  atockholders,  borrowers,  and 
persons  seeUng  special  favors.  The  Executive  is  tbe 
magnet,  tbe  centre  of  attraction,  which  holds  all  these  in 
their  places,  and  in  obedience.  Those  who  have  dwelt 
with  horror  upon  the  influence  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  its  successor,  will  he  able,  by  turning 
their  eyes  from  that  monster  to  Ihia,  with  its  multiplied 
beads,  to  understand  the  power  and  patronage  which  mo- 
ney bestows.  It  is  the  fear  of  losing  (his  influence  that 
creates  this  holy  horror,  and  excites  this  distrust  of  tbe 
States.  You  are  willing  to  pile  up  the  public  money  in 
these  banks  till  it  overtops  their  capital,  and  run  the  risk 
of  all  danger,  rather  than  part  with  tbe  controlling  tnflu* 
uence  it  gives  yout  and  this  is  tbe  reason  why  the  peo- 
ple cannot  be  trusted  with  their  own  propertyt  why  the 
deposite  banks  are  better  entitled  to  use  and  enjoy  the 
earnings  of  the  public  money  than  the  people  themselves. 
But  they  well  understand  this  reasoning)  they  well  com- 
prehend that  you  have  a  very  studious  care  of  tbeir  mor- 
als, but  a  harper  eye  upon  your  own  power  and  inter- 
ests. 

It  is  said  there  wilt  be  no  surplus.  Be  it  soi  what 
harm  will  come  of  this  law  in  that  case?  It  only  pro. 
potes  to  divide  and  deposite  what  may  existt  and  if  none 
exist,  there  will  he  nothing  for  the  law  to  act  upon,  and 
nothing  to  corrupt  the  people.  It  will  be  a  harmless 
dead  letter  merely,  for  it  is  not  permsnent,  as  has  been 
■uggested,  hut  provides  for  the  deposite  of  such  as  shall 
be  on  hand  the  1st  day  of  January  next.  Nothing  more. 
If  the  Senate  resist  this  measure  because  the  office-hold- 
ers are  in  danger  of  losing  some  of  thrir  power  and 
patronage,  ilie  responsibility  must  rest  on  those  who  do 
it.  All  I  afek  is,  that  the  issue  be  fairly  made  up  for  the 
puUic  decision.  Let  the  people  understand  that  ihcy 
are  conaidered  lew  worthy  of  confidence  than  the  office- 
holders  and  tbe  pet  banks. 

After  some  fiirtber  debate,  the  question  was  taken, 
and  the  Senate  determined  to  adhere  to  its  disagree* 
mrnt,  by  the  following  vote': 

Yeas— Ueurs.  Benton,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cutlibert, 
Ewing  of  Illinois,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  King  of 
Alabama,  King  of  Georgia,  Linn,  Lyon,  Mouton,  Nich- 
oUsi  Niles,  Norvell,  Page,  Parker,  Rives,  Robinson,  Rug. 
gles,  Sevier,  Strange,  Tallmadge,  Walker,  Wall, 
Wright^^. 

Nats— 'Messrs.  Bayard,  Calhoun,  Clay,  Clayton,  Crit< 
tenden,  Davi^  Ewing  of  Ohii>,  Hendricks,  Kent,  Knight, 
HcKean,  Hoore,  Morris,  Prentiss,  I'rcbton,  Rubbinn, 
Southard,  Spence,  Swift,  Tipton,  Tomlinsoii,  Webster, 
White— 23. 

Tlie  Senate,  on  moliun  of  Mr.  UENTON,  spent  fume 
time  in  exeeijtive  business. 

When  the  doors  were  reopened,  the  Senate  took  up 
and  acted  upon  some  other  minur  bubiiiessf  when 

Mr.  HUUBAitU  lubmiited  a  joint  resolution,  provi- 
ding for  the  appointment  uf  a  cummitler,  to  join  such 
committee  aa  may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House 
ol  Representatives,  to  wait  on  the^rebident  of  the  Uni. 
ted  States,  »,d  infw%l^tzil?y<£V':Klgte'  '•"'"IE 
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ftiu^Md  tbe  bonnctt  before  them,  were  readjr  to  •djoarn 
Uie  pNMiit  MHH»  of  CoBgrcw.  Tbb  resdulion  wu 
tgreed  to»  and  lent  to  the  Houn  for  eonourrenoe. 

THANKS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  pro  tern. 

Hr.  KING,  of  AUtbuna,  the  Preiident  pn  tern.,  having 
leniporariliF  left  the  chur, 

Hr.  DAVIS  lubmitted  the  foUoviog  reiolution,  whidi 
waa  uninimoual)'  adopted: 

Jte$ohed,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Senate  be  tendered 
to  tbe  honorable  William  B.  Km,  PreMent  pro  tem- 
pore, for  his  htte  impartial  and  digniiBed  aerrioea  aa  pre- 
aiding  officer. 

CHEROKEE  MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  mored  to  Uke  up  tbe  memorial 
preaented  by  him  some  days  since,  from  tbe  Cherokee  In- 
dians, for  the  purpose  of  its  ht'mg  printed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  objected  lo  tbe  printing,  on  the 
ground  of  there  being  do  object  but  lu  keep  up  an  un- 
neceaiaiy  exottement. 

Mr.  SOUTHARD  warmly  advocated  tbe  motion,  and 
asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nsys. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  KING  of  Georgia, 
BUCHANAN,  WALKER,  and  WEBSTER,  tbe  ()ues. 
tion  wu  taken,  and  the  Senate  refuted  to  take  up  tbe 
memorial. 

Leave  was  then  granted  to  tbe  memorialiita  to  with- 
draw it. 

Hr.  HUBOARD,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed 
to  wait  on  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  tbe  two 
Houaea  of  Congress,  having  finished  the  busineai  before 
them,  were  now  ready  to  adjourn,  unless  he  had  some  fur- 
ther  communication  to  make,  reported  that  they  had  per- 
formed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  were  answered  by 
tbe  Pivndent  that  he  bad  no  other  official  communication 
10  make,  but  that  he  had  charged  him  to  aay  that  it 
was  tbe  wish  of  bia  heart  that  each  member  of  Congress 
might  enjoy  health  and  pro^ritjr  in  this  world,  and 
happincaa  in  the  next. 

On  mofmnuf  Mr.  WEBSTER, 

Tbe  Senate  then  adjourned  itne  die. 

EXTRA  SESSION  OF  THE  SENATE. 

Tbe  PaismaiiT  of  the  Ukitid  States, 
"  To  ,  Stnatoi  for  the  Stale  of  

*<  By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  me  by  ihe  consGtu- 
tion,  I  hereby  cnnvene  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  States, 
to  meet  in  the  Semite  chsmber  on  the  4th  day  of  Mairch 
next,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  receive  any  com- 
munication the  President  of  the  United  Slates  may  think 
it  his  duty  to  make. 

"ANDREW  JACKSON. 

**DiCEKBKii30,1836.'* 

SaTcnsAT,  AUncn  ^  1837. 

In  coofnrroity  with  the  above-rccitcd  summons  from 
the  President  of  the  United  Slatrs,  the  Senate  assembled 
in  their  chamber,  in  the  city  of  Waahinglon,  at  10  o'clock 
A.  M.  this  day. 

I'he  Senate  was  called  lo  order  by  Mr.  KING,  of  Ala- 
bama, the  late  President  pro  lent. 

HicHinn  M.  JoaasoiT,  uf  Kentucky,  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States,  being  present,  was  conducted  to  the 
Secretary's  table  by  Mr.  Gbdhut,  and  the  oath  to  sup- 
port the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales  having  been 
administered  to  tiim,  Hr.  Ktirs  vacated  the  chair,  and 
Hr.  JuBiisiiK  look  his  seat  as  President  of  the  Senate 
and  Vice  President  of  tlie  United  States. 

The  V ICB  PUfiSlul^Kr,  on  taking  the  chain  addruas- 
ed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Genitemenof  the  Senates  In  entering  upon  the  dii- 


charge  of  tbe  duties  of  the  prestdimr  officer  of  Uiia  body, 
the  neeeasity  of  addressing  its  members  has  been  vny 
much  lessened,  if  not  superseded,  by  tbe  opportusity 
afforded  me  of  preaenting  some  of  ay  sentiments  wben 
I  accepted  the  aituation. 

I  cannot,  however,  permit  the  present  occastoD  to 
pass  without  agnm  tendering  to  you  my  gratefiil  acknov). 
edgmenta  for  the  honor  oonferred  upon  me  by  yov 
choice. 

Tliere  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  upon  this  globe,  a  legis- 
tative  body  more  respectable  and  more  culted  in  wi- 
acter  than  the  Senate  of  tbe  United  SUtesi  and  there  is 
not,  perhaps,  a  deliberative  aaaembly  existing  where  lite 
presiding  officer  has  leas  difficulty  in  preaer? lag  order. 
This  hciliiy  is  attribatable  principally  to  two  causer,  tlw 
intelligence  and  patriotbm  of  the  members, who  cob. 
pose  tbe  body,  and  that  personal  respect  coorteqr 
which  have  always  been  extended  from  one  member  lo 
another,  in  its  deliberationa.  Theae  qualities  bsfe  slen. 
dency  to  produce  a  unity  of  design,  and  a  mutual  confi- 
dence, in  the  ultimate  object  of  all,  whatever  difference 
of  opinion  may  exiat  in  relation  to  tbe  means  of  gaia< 
ing  the  common  end;  and  inculeate  that  aeotimeat  of 
equality  among  the  members,  which  constitutes  tbe  m- 
sentbl  principle  of  our  free  instituliona,  and  which  vtll 
never  cease  to  animate  a  body  so  enlightened  u  thii. 
These  reflections  have  mitigated  the  intense  anxiety  of 
mind,  and  well-founded  apprebensioDs,  arinog  froio  a 
conaeiousnem  of  my  own  deficiency  of  qualificatiou  lo 
preside  over  this  elevated  body. 

In  tbe  exercise  of  tbe  powera  conferred  upon  me  by 
tbe  constitution,  it  aball  be  my  effort  to  pursue  Ibtt 
course  of  conduct  which  bu  reownmended  me  to  the 
consideration  of  my  fellow-citizena— a  faithful  dischiife 
of  my  public  duties,  to  the  extent  of  my  sbilities,  and  ip  s 
manner  that  sluill  seem  best  calculated  to  give  aatisbetin 
to  all.  Contemplating  the  duties  and  ceremonies  of  tbii 
day,  it  might  be  conatdered  improper  in  me  to  consuaie 
any  more  of  your  time  by  adverting  to  other  subjecu^ 
however  relevant  to  the  new  poaitiou  which  I  now  occu- 
py. I  shall,  therefore,  close  my  rcmat^s  bjr  iafiirBiif 
the  Senate  that  I  am  now  ready  to  proceed  with  tbe  ban* 
neas  fur  which  we  are  assembled. 

There  were  now  sscertained  to  be  present  every  Sen- 
ator from  every  State  in  the  Union,  except  one,  (Mr.  Mc 
KiKLKT,  of  Alabama,)  being  fifty-one  in  number. 

Tbe  new  membera  present  were— 

From  Indmna,  Ouvaa  If.  SMirit  from  IllioDii, 
RicKiED  M.  Yoviia;  from  Ohio,  William  Allsk;  froM 
Haine,  RxDBL  Williams;  from  Connecticut,  Puii 
Smith. 

Tbe  oath  prescribed  by  the  constitution  wsi  then  u* 
ministered  by  the  Vici  Pxksidkbt  to  the  new  Senatorh 
and  those  Senstora  re-elected,  except  Mr.  SsvrtJ  <* 
Arkansas,  the  consideration  of  whose  credeoUab  of  ip- 
pointment  by  the  Governor  (aa  to  filling  tbe  t***"^ 
occBMoned  by  tbe  expiration  m  hi*  own  term)  wai  poM' 
poned  to  Monday.* 

The  Senate  continued  itastttingaon  Monday,  Tuetdsr. 
Wednesday,  and  Thuraday  followii^,  and  were  eE(*' 
ged,  principally  upon  executive  busineta — acting  vpoa 
the  nominattons  of  the  President. 

On  Tuesday,  Mr.  GRUNDY,  from  tbe  Judicial}  Ca» 
mittee,  reported  "  that  the  Hon.  Ahbbosi  H.  S"""  " 
entitled  to  his  seat  aaa  Senator  from  Arkansas  «'"*'I5' 
executive  appointment  of  tbe  17th  of  Jsnuary, 
and  that  he  now  have  tbe  oalh  of  office  accordinglT  W' 
ministered  to  him."  On  Wedneaday  the  report  wm«- 
bated,  and  on  the  qoesiion  of  agreeing  te  it  tbe  fw 
and  nays  were  as  followa: 

Yeas— MeSArs.  Allen,  Benton,  Brown,  BacMS** 
Ckylon,  Cuihberi,  Fulton,  Grundy,  Hubbard,  Lian» 
Lyon,  Nicbolai^  Nites,  NorvelS  {^»(5S'(g 
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Robinson,  Rug^lu,  Smith  of  Connecticut,  TlptOD,  Wilk- 
cr.  Wall,  White.  Wright,  Young~26. 

Nats — ^lieiBra.  Bajrtrd,  Black,  Clay,  Crittenden,  ])a- 
t'm^  Kent,  JSXng  of  Alabani,  King  of  Georgia,  Knight, 
HcKran,  Moms,  Uouton,  Preotisa,  Robbing  Smith  of 
lodUna,  Southard,  Svift,  Webster,  Wiiliams~19. 

Mr.  SiTiKR  then  appeared  and  took  the  oath  of  office. 

The  Vies  Pbcbiheht  baring  retired  from  the  chair 
Off  Tuesday,  according  to  uasge,  to  allow  of  the  choice 
of  a  President  pro  iem.  before  the  a^oummeat,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  President  pro  Urn., 
when  William  B.  Ktse,  of  Alabama,  waa  elected. 


At  the  close  of  Thursday's  sitting,  a  committee  was 
appointed,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wbhbt,  to  anoounea  to 
the  Prcrideot  of  the  United  States  that  the  Senate  had 

Kt  through  its  business,  and  was  ready  to  a^tjouni,  if  be 
i  no  farther  communication  to  make  to  uwm.  Mr. 
Wbioet  and  Mr.  Ltoh  were  appointed  a  committee  ac- 
cordingly. 

On  Friday  morning,  at  10  o'clock,  the  committee  re- 
ported that  they  bad  disebaiged  the  duty  thus  confided 
to  them,  and  had  received  for  answer  Ibat  the  Prendent 
bad  no  fiirther  eommaakaHon  to  make  tbem.  Andtben 

The  Senate  adjoomed  stne  Ht. 
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LIST  OF  UKMOERS 

Of  Me  Eettm  of  BepreMeatativegt  twenty-fourth  Congrea»t 
lecond  muion. 

MAINE — Jeremiah  Bailejr,  George  Evani,  Jobn  Fair- 
fieldi  Joteph  Halt,  Leomrd  Janris,  Moses  Haaon,  jr., 
Gorham  Parki,  Francis  O.  J.  Smilh—S. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— Benning  M.  Bean,  Robert 
Burns,  Samuel  Cu^hman,  Franklin  Pierce,  Joseph 
Weeks— 5. 

MASSACHUSETTS— Abbot  Lawrence,  Stephen  C. 
Phillips,  Caleb  Cushing,  Samuel  Hoar,  Lev)  Lincoln, 
George  Grennell,  jr.,  George  N.  Bfiggs,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  WiUiam  Jackson,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  John 
Reed,  John  Quincy  Adams— 13. 

RHODE  ISLAND— Dutee  J.  Pearce,  William 
Sprague,  jr.— 2. 

CONNECTICOT— Eluba  Haley,  Samuel  Ingham, 
Orrin  Holt,  Lancelot  Phelps,  Isaac  Toueey,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey— 6. 

VERMONT— Hiland  Hal),  William  Slade,  Horace 
Everett,  Heman  Allen,  Henry  F.  Janes — 5. 

NEW  YORK~\bel  Huntington,  Samuel  Barton, 
Churchill  C.  Cambreleng,  Gideon  L<ee,  John  McKeon, 
Ely  Hoorr,  Aaron  Ward,  Abraham  Bockee,  Juhn  W. 
Brown,  Nicholas  Sickles,  Valentine  Efner,  Aaron  Van- 
derpoel,  Hiram,  P.  Hunt,  Gerrit  Y.  Lansing,  John 
Cramer,  David  Uussell,  Dudley  Farlin,  Ransom  H.  Gil- 
let,  Uatthias  J.  Bovee,  Abijah  Hann,  Jr.,  Rutger  B. 
Miller,  Joel  Turril),  Daniel  Wardwell,  Sherman  Page, 
William  Seymour,  William  Mason,  Stephen  B.  Leonard, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  William  K.  Fuller,  William  Taylor, 
Ulyssea  F.  Doubleday,  Graham  H.  Chapin,  Francis 
Granger,  Joshua  Lee,  Tintothy  Childs  George,  W. 
Lay,  John  Young,  Aboer  Hazeltine,  Thomaa  C.  Lore, 
Gideon  Hard— 40. 

NEW  JERSEY— William  Chetwood,  Samuel  Fowler, 
Thomas  Lee,  James  Parker,  Ferdinand  F.  Scbenck, 
William  N.  Shinn— 6. 

PENNSYLVANIA—Joel  B.  Sutherland,  Joseph  R. 
Ingeraotl,  James  Harper,  Michael  W.  Ash,  Edward 
Darlington,  William  Hiesler,  David  Potts,  jr.,  Jacob 
Fry,  jr.,  Matthias  Morris,  David  D.  Wagener,  Edward 
B.  Hubley,  Henry  A.  Muhlenberg,  William  Clark, 
Henry  Logan,  George  Chambers,  James  Black,  Joseph 
Henderson,  Andrew  Beaumont,  Joseph  B.  Anthony, 
Juhn  Laporte,  Job  Mann,  John  Klingensmitb,  jr.,  Andrew 
Buchanan,  Tliomas  M.  T.  McKennan,  Harmar  Denny, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  John  J.  Pearson,  John  Gal- 
braitb— 28. 

DELAWARE— Jobn  J.  Milligan— -1. 

MARYLAND— John  N.  Steele,  James  A.  Pearce, 
Jimei  Turner,  Benjamin  C.  Ilowud,  Isaac  UcKim, 
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George  C.  Washington,  Francii  Thomaa,  Daniel  Jen* 

ifer— 8. 

VIRGINIA— James  H.  H.  Beale,  Jamca  W.  Bouldin, 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Walter  Coles,  Robert  Craig, 
George  C.  Dromgoole,  James  Garland,  Geoi^e  W. 
Hopkins,  John  W.  Jones,  Joseph  JohnsoA,  George 
Loyall,  Edward  Lucas,  jr.,  John  Y.  Mason,  William 
McComas,  Charles  Fenton  Mercer,  William  S.  Mwgan, 
John  M.  Patlon,  John  Roane,  John  Robertspn,  John 
Taliaferro,  Henry  A.  Wise— 21. 

NORTH  CAROLINA— William  Biddle  Shepard,  Jease 
A.  Bynum,  Ebenezer  Pettigrew,  Jesse  Speight,  James 
J.  McKay,  Micajah  T.  Hawkins,  Edmund  Deberry, 
WiUiao)  Montgomery,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Abraham 
Rehcher,  Henry  W.  Connor,  Jamei  Graham,  Lewis 
Williams— IS. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA— Robert  B.  Campbell,  William 
I.  Grayson,  John  K.  Griffin,  Franklin  H.  Elmore,  John  P. 
Kicbardson,  Henry  L.  Pinckney,  Francis  W.  Pickeoa, 
James  Rogers,  Waddy  Thompson,  jr. — 9. 

GEORGIA— Jesse  F.  Cleveland,  WiUiam  C.  Dawson, 
Thomaa  Glascock,  Seaton  Granlland,  Charlea  E.  Haynes, 
Hopkins  Holsey,  Jabez  Jackson,  George  W<  Owena^ 
Julius  C.  Airord— 9. 

KENTUCKY— Lynn  Boyd,  Albert  G.  Hawes,  Joseph 
R.  Underwood,  Sherrod  Williams,  Jamea  Harlan,  John 
Cathoon,  Benjamin  Hardin,  William  J.  Graves,  John 
White,  Chilton  Allan,  Richard  French,  John  Chambers. 
Richard  M.  Johnson — 13. 

TENNESSEE— William  B.  Carter,  Samuel  Bunch, 
Luke  Lea,  James  Standefer.  John  B.  Forester,  Balie 
Peyton,  John  Bell,  Abram  P.  Maury,  Jamea  K.  Polki 
(Speaker,)  Ebenezer  J.  Shields,  Cave  Johnson,  Adam 
Huntsman,  William  C.  Dunlap — 13. 

OHIO— Bellamy  Storer,  Taylor  Webster,  Joseph  H. 
Crane,  Thomaa  Corwin,  Thomas  L.  Hamer,  Samuel  F. 
Vinton,  William  K.  Bond,  Jeremiah  McLene,  John 
Chaney,  Samson  Mason,  William  Kennon,  Elias  Howell, 
David  Spangler,  William  Patterson,  Jonathan  Sloane, 
Elisha  Whittlesey,  John  Thomson,  Benjamin  Jone^ 
Daniel  Kilgore— 19. 

LOUISIANA— Henry  Johnson,  Eleazer  W.  Ripley, 
Rice  Garland— 3. 

INDIANA— Ratliff  Boon,  John  W.  Davis,  John  Carr, 
Amos  Lane,  Jonathan  HcCarty,  William  Herod,  Edward 
A.  Hannegan — 7. 

MISSISSIPPI— John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Samuel  J.  Gbot- 
son— -2. 

ILLINOIS- John  Reynolds,  Zadok,  Casey,  William 
L.  May— 3. 

ALABAMA — Reuben  Chapman,  Joshua  L.  Martin, 
Joab  Lawler,  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  Francis  S.  Lyon — 5. 

MISSOURI-Wm.  ^^,i^M^^^^^-2. 
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ARKANSAS— Archibtid  Veil— 1. 
MICHIGAN— Isaac  E.  Cmry— 1. 

DELEGATES. 
FLORIDA  1  EKHITORT—JoMpb  M.  White— I. 
WISCONSIN  TEBHITOBY— George  W.  Jonet- 


MoHDiT,  Ukckmbkr  5. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  Spiix»  (Hon.  Jamu  K.  Polk, 
f»f  TuHKHee)  took  th«  chair,  and  called  the  House  to 
order. 

The  roll  ot  members  having  been  calTed  over  by  the 
Clerk*  (WjiLTM  S.  Fbabklin,  Estj.,}  and  a  quorum 
being  found  in  attendance,  the  Houte  proceeded  to  busi> 
nru>  and  appointed  a  committee,  jointly  with  a  commit, 
lee  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statca,  and  inform  him  of  the  organisation  of  the 
two  HouM%  and  their  readiness  to  receive  any  commu* 
nication  from  hjm. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMUITTEES. 

Mr.  EUSIIA  WHITTLESEY  moved  the  adoption  of 
the  rollowing  order: 

Orderedt,  That  ibe  several  standing  committees  be  now 
appointed  accordii^  to  the  standing  rules  and  orders  of 
the  Bouse.  [That  that  the  Speaker  be  authorized 
now  to  appoint  tbeiDi  in  the  event  of  which  order,  they 
would  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Speaker,  and  announced 
to  the  House  by  the  reading  of  the  journal  on  the  open- 
ing of  to-morrow'fl  sitting.] 

Mr.  BOON  said  that  it  had  been  usual  not  to  make  the 
apppointment  until  the  first  Thursday  in  the  first  week 
of  the  session,  and  that  it  was  then  customary  for  (lie 
House  to  adjourn  until  the  following  Monday. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  iaid  be  hoped  no  gentleman 
would  oppose  the  adoption  of  the  order.  He  hoped,  at 
least,  that  no  motion  would  be  made  for  a  further  post* 
ponement  than  to>morrow.  It  certainly  had  been  the 
usage,  of  late  years,  not  to  appoint  the  committees  until 
the  cloae  of  the  first  week.  Formerly,  however,  the 
committees  bad  been  appointed  on  the  first  day  of  the 
■eision,  and  he  could  see  no  reason  why  the  appointment 
abould  be  postponed.  Why  should  a  week  be  idly  apeni, 
before  the  House  proceeded  to  busineis?  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  business  should  be  commenced  immediate- 
ly.  He  called  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  nasi- 
tion  in  which  the  House  found  itself  at  the  close  m  the 
last  seasiont  and  he  warned  them  that  such  would  again 
be  their  position,  unless  the  business  waa  vigorously  com* 
menced  m  the  early  part  of  the  aession.  At  the  com- 
mencement of «  new  Congresa  (Mr.  W.  laid)  there  was 
qndoubtedty  lome  reaaon  why  the  appointment  of  the 
coiamitteM  should  not  take  place  immediately}  the  mem- 
'  bera  had  to  become  personally  acquainted  with  the 
Speaker.  But  no  auch  reason  existed  now.  He  im- 
plored the  members,  he  called  upon  every  gentleman  to 
aid  him  in  transacting  (he  business  of  the  House;  and, 
wiih  that  view,  to  second  him  in  bis  endeavors  Tor  its  im- 
mediate commencement.  There  were  only  a  few  mem- 
bers absent,  and  he  hoped  that,  at  the  furthest,  the 
Houte  would  not  content  to  a  further  adjournment  than 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  BOON  assured  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  he 
had  no  desire  to  embarrass  the  proceedings  of  the  House. 
He  was  fully  as  anxious  as  any  other  member  that  the 
business  should  be  commenced  forthwith.  But  only  one 
hundred  and  seventy-six  members  had  answered  to  their 
names(  and  it  was  probable  that  a  number  of  the  mem- 
bers who  tiad  been  appointed  on  certain  eommitteea  at 
ttie  last  session  of  Congress  would  be  deprived  of  having 
their  name*  again  placed  on  the  aame  committee,  or  any 
other.   The  Speaker,  moreover,  required  time  to  make 


the  appointments]  and  for  this,  as  well  as  for  other  rca> 
aona  which  were  perfectly  satisiactorr  to  his  ova  wM, 
be  would  move  that  the  funher  conHderathm  of  (be  sab* 
ject  be  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  MERCER  said  that  be  concurred  with  tbegca. 
tieman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  E.  WBiTTLaaax]  in  the  vitws 
he  had  expressed,  and  that  he  (Mr.  M.)  would  not  re- 
peat the  argumenla  he  had  used  in  support  of  ikeo. 
But  he  would  suggest  that  the  absence  of  a  MtAa 
should  not  be  considered  as  a  reason  why  that  MtlAcr 
should  not  be  placed  on  a  committee.  The  meafaen 
not  preaent  were  most  probably  on  their  journey  w  the 
city,  and  be  saw  no  inconvenience  rcsulling  from  in  ap- 
pointment made  in  their  absence. 

The  SPEAKER  taid  that,  unlets  the  HuuH  ahcicd 
the  rule,  he  couM  not  appoint  an  absent  ncabttto  s 
committer. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  that  the  further  conddmiiaa 
of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  to.morrow;  andui- 
gested  that  the  House  should  provide  that  the  apponl- 
menton  a  committee  of  an  abaent  member  ibMilil 
operate  as  a  disqualification  to  serve. 

Mr.  E.  WHIT  I'LESEY  called  for  the  yen  and  niji 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Boox  to  postpone  the  coniiUera- 
tion  of  the  subject  until  Thursday  next. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being  takca, 
were:  Yeat33,  nays  148. 

So  the  motion  to  postpone  was  lost. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  withdrew  his  motion  to  poitpoH 
until  to-morrow,  and  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  Mr 
Whittlesit  by  adding  the  fullowing  word?:  "And  IW 
(he  absence  of  a  member  shall  not  be  regarded  as  aflv- 
qualification  for  an  appointment  upon  a  committee.  • 

Mr.  A.  MANN  moved  that  the  House  do  now  i^i"^ 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  that  no  day  had  becB 
fur  the  consideration  of  the  order. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  then  moved  that  the  further  e«- 
sideratlon  of  the  order  be  postponed  until  to-mow^i 
which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  MANN,  it  was  ordered  lhk'l« 
daily  hour  to  which  the  House  should  stand  sdjou"^ 
should  be  IS  o'clock,  until  otherwise  ordered. 

Af^er  passing  the  usual  order  for  supplying  the  MB* 
bera  with  newspapers. 

The  House  atijourned. 

ToXflDaT,  DXCXMBEB  6. 

The  Hon.  JoHir  Yocse,  elected  a  member  from  the 
State  of  New  York,  to  supply  (he  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Philo  C.  Fuller,  appeared  ihii  *7i 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  rose  and  informed  the  HoMClbit 
the  joint  eommittce  appointed  on  yesterday  to  *>i^J'* 
the  Prcaldent  of  the  United  States  and  inform  Iub  w 
the  two  Houses  bad  convened,  and  were  ready  tote* 
ceive  auch  communication  as  be  might  think  P'^' 
make,  bad  performed  their  duty;  and  ihst  tb«T  bn 
been  directed  by  the  President  to  aoy  that,  at  12o*cfcc« 
thia  day,  he  would  make  a  communication,  in  vritisCi" 
both  Houses. 

ALTERATION  OF  RULES. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  gave  notice  that  he  wfuli* 
to  morrow,  tubmit  a  m  otion  to  alter  the  15ih  rulerfw* 
House,  which  is  now  in  the  following  terms: 

"15.  Alter  six  days  from  the  commencement  (M 
second  or  subsequent  session  of  any  Congress,  all 
resolutions,  and  rrports,  which  originatfo  in  the 
and  at  the  dote  of  the  next  preceding  session  k"*'^ 
undetermined,  shall  be  resumed  aid  acted  J""? 
tame  manner  as  if  an  adjoarnnum  had  not  tikci  P^''*. 

Mr.  W's  motion 
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•s  that  the  Houw  proceed  to  tbe  tnnuction  or  the  nid 
businCM  imtned'ttelf . 

Mr.  GILLEl'  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to-mor- 
row, lubmit  a  motion  that  to  much  of  the  106th  rule  as 
proridei:  "  Nor  shall  any  rule  be  auipendedi  except  by 
R  vote  of  at  leait  two  thirdi  of  tbe  members  presenti  nor 
■b«tl  tbe  order  of  buainen,  u  ettsbliabed  by  the  rules 
of  tbe  House,  be  postponed  or  ebanifed,  except  by  a 
vote  of  at  least  two  thirds  of  tbe  members  present,"  be 
repealed. 

The  annual  roessaffe  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  through  Aimaxw  Jioksoh,  Jr., 
Bsq.i  bk  piirate  secretary,  and  wu  read  at  tbe 
Clerk's  teble.— (See  Appendix.] 

The  reading  of  the  mestsge  having  been  completed, 
Mr.  LOT  ALL  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  Ibe  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  tbe  Union,  and 
that  15,000  copies,  with  the  accompanying  documents, 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members,  and  also  5,000 
copies  of  tbe  message,  without  the  document*. 

Mr.  BR1GG8  wished  to  modify  this  resolution  by  or- 
denng  that  the  5,000  ei^tes  he  furnished  to  the  House 
within  two  days.  He  understood  that  this  hid  been 
done  on  former  occasions. 

Mr.  LOYALL  assented  to  the  modification,  and  tbe 
resolution,  thus  modified,  was  carried. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  several  com- 
munications from  the  heads  of  Departments,  which 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  priDtedj  the 
committees  not  yet  being  appointed,  that  course  being 
adopted  instead  of  a  reference  of  them. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESET  then  moved  lo  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  order  for  the  appointment  of 
committees^  but,  before  taking  the  question. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PARES, 

The  House  cdjourncd. 

Wbditibdit,  DsoBXBia  T. 
DEATH  OP  MR.  DICKSON. 
After  the  reading  of  the  journal, 
Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  addressed  the  House 
as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  is  only  a  few  years  since  1  witnessed 
from  that  gallery  the  afTecting  honors  paid  to  the  re- 
mains of  a  distinguished  Representative  from  the  State 
of  Mississippi.*  Since  that  period,  slie  has  lost  two 
sons,-}-  eminent  for  talents,  in  the  public  service,  and  yoii 
are  now  called  on  to  render  tbe  last  homage  lo  the  mem- 
ory of  another.  The  time  that  has  intervened  since- the 
death  of  my  lamented  colleague  saves  me  the  painful 
duty  of  being  the  first  to  communicate  it  lo  his  friends, 
now  present.  He  died,  sir,  as  he  had  lived,  through  a 
life  of  extraordinary  vicissitudes,  with  characteristic  for- 
titude, with  but  one  wish  ungratified— a  wi&h  so  natural 
to  the  human  heart — that,  in  his  dark  hour  of  dissolution, 
be  might  be  supported  by  his  nearest  and  best  beloved, 
and  the  cherished  beings  that  grew  up  and  clustered 
around  bis  fireside. 

Sir,  let  death  come  when  it  will,  in  what  shape  it 
may,  in  the  battle  or  the  shipwreck,  or  in  the  sohlude 
ofttie  cloister,  it  is  appalling  to  human  contemplation. 
But  when  it  overtakes  us  in  a  distant  land,  and  we  know 
that  our  last  moments  of  agony  and  infirmity  are  to  be 
witnessed  by  stranger  eyes,  and  are  conscious  that  we 
must  be  carried  down  to  an  unwept  grave,  where  no 
kindred  dust  slull  mingle  with  ours  forever,  and  the 
last  hope  of  home  and  of  family  fades  from  our  filmed 
view,  oh!  sir,  this  is  dea'h!  this  it  is  to  die!    Such  wu 

*  Hon.  Christopher  Kankin.  ' 
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the  destiny  of  my  colleague,  "  by  strangers  honored  and 
by  strangers  mourned."  His  dying  nnesBiif;e  was  for  those 
broken-hearted  ones,  now  in  widowhood  and  orphan* 
age — his  expiring  sigh  a  prayer  for  them  I 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  pronounce  no  eulf^y  on  the  dead. 
Let  his  history  speak  it.  For  twenty  years  be  preserved 
a  high  position  In  tbe  public  service,  and  died  poorer 
than  when  he  entered  it,  leaving  to  his  children  tbe 
riches  of  an  honorable  name.  IF  it  he  praise  to  have 
lived  beloved  and  die  unreproached,  then  it  is  due  to 
him. 

It  now  only  remains  for  us  to  pay  the  final  honon  to 
his  memory—sad,  because  it  seems  like  breaking  tbe 
last  link  that  binds  the  living  to  tbe  deadt  solemn,  when 
we  reflect  how  loon,  bow  very  soon,  some  friend  now 
present  may  invoke  tbe  same  tribute  for  ourselves! 

I  offer  you,  sir,  the  following  resolution: 

Eaolvedf  That,  in  testimony  of  their  respect  for  the 
memory  of  Davib  Dickbok,  htte  a  Representative  from 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  the  members  of  this  House  will 
wear  crape  for  one  month. 

This  resolution  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

DEATH  OF  GENERAL  COFFEE,  OF  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  HAf  NES,  of  Geot^,  then  rose  and  addressed 

the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker;  On  me  has  devolved  the  mournful  duty 
of  snnouncing  to  this  House  the  death  of  one  of  its  mem* 
bers,  my  friend  and  colleague,  the  Hon.  Jonir  Corras, 
of  Georgia.  For  a  considerable  portion  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress  he  labored  under  severe  indispo^tion, 
which  at  different  periods  detained  him  from  the  ser* 
vice  of  ihe  House.  Although  his  symptons  were  so  miti- 
gajed  before  Ihe  adjournment  as  to  enable  him  to  re* 
stime  the  regular  discharge  of  his  ofBcial  duties,  no  radi* 
cal  amendment  had  taken  place,  and  with  gradjially  in* 
creasing  force  his  disease  closed  his  existence,  in  the 
bosom  of  his  family,  in  the  month  of  September  last. 

In  speaking  of  a  departed  friend  and  colleague,  the 
language  of  eulogy  might  be  exeusedi  but  to  Utose  who 
have  been  associated  with  General  Coms  In  the  Isbora 
of  this  House,  for  (he  last  three  years,  such  language 
would  be  unnecessary. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that,  in  his  domestic  and  social  rela- 
tionit,  he  was  eminently  characterized  by  affectionate 
kindness  and  courtesy,  and  that  public  duties  were  dis- 
charged with  honor  to  himself  and  fidelity  to  hii  country. 
As  the  usual  mark  of  respect,  I  oflTer  the  foHowing  res- 
olutions: 

Be-'ohed,  unanimoutly,  That  this  House  has  received 
with  the  liveliest  sensibility  tbe  annunciation  of  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  Jobs  Coma,  a  Representative  from  the 
Slate  of  Georgia. 

Reat^ned,  unaninmia^yt  That  this  House  tenders  lo  the 
relatives  of  the  deceased  the  expresrion  of  its  sympathy 
onlhii  mournful  eventf  and,  as  a  testimony  or  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  tbe  memhen  will  wear 
crape  on  the  lef>  arm  for  thirty  clays. 

These  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  tO;  and 
then,  on  motion  of  Hr.  CUSHHAN, 

The  House  a^ourned.  - 

TuoasDAT,  DxcEMBxa  8. 

API'OINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 

After  the  reading  of  the  journal,  Mr.  WHITTLE- 
SET moved  that  the  order  of^  the  House  for  proceeding 
to  the  appointment  of  committees  be  now  taken  up, 
with  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Mkbcsb,  of  Virginia, 
'•  that  tite  absence  of  a  member  be  not  considered  as 
disqualifying  him  for  appointment  on  any  of  the  com* 

""ur.  WHlTTLESETi^UebeyMtQQ^&pe  that 
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this  arnenrlment  wouM  be  vilbdrawo,  though  at  (he  mo- 
ment he  did  not  Me  the  honorable  member  [Mr.  Mibcsb] 
in  his  seat. 

Mr.  HARPER  remarked  that  he  underatood  from  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  that,  iti  consequence  of  tbc 
time  wbich  had  now  elapsed,  be  was  not  ttrficiioui  with 
regard  to  bia  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  disagreed  to,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  (he  committees  ordered. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  that  when  this  House  adjourn,  it 
■djouni  to  meet  on  Hond^yi  wbich  was  carried. 

THE  MADISON  PAPERS. 

The  following  message,  in  writing,  was  received  from 
the  Vresidenl  of  the  United  Slates,  by  the  hands  of  bis 
privBie  secretary,  Amdbsw  Jaoksoit,  Jr.,  Eaq.: 
7b  the  Innate  and  Hoxue  of  Repreiteniativett 

I  transmit,  herewith,  copies  of  my  correspondence 
with  Mrs.  Madison,  producra  by  the  resolution  adopted 
at  the  bit  session  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprcsent- 
Btires,  on  the  decease  of  ber  reneraied  husband.  The 
occasion  seems  to  be  appropriate  to  present  a  letter  from 
ber  on  the  subject  of  ihe  publication  of  a  work  of  great 
political  interest  and  ability,  carefully  prepared  by  Mr. 
Madison's  own  hand,  under  circumstances  that  give  it 
claims  to  be  considered  as  little  less  than  official. 

Congress  has  already,  at  conuderable  expense,  pub- 
lished. In  a  variety  uf  forms,  the  naked  journals  of  the 
revolutionary  Congresa,  and  of  tbe  eonventiona  that  form, 
ed  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  I  am  persua* 
ded  that  the  work  of  Mr.  Madiaon,  considering  the  au> 
thor,  Ihe  sobject-malter  of  ir,  and  the  circumstsncei  un- 
der which  it  was  prepared— lung  withheld  from  the  pub- 
lic as  it  has  been  by  those  motii-es  of  personal  kindness 
and  delicacy  (hat  gave  tone  to  tiis  intercourse  with  his 
fellow -men,,  until  he  and  all  who  had  been  participators 
~wT('h  bim  ilrtJ.*  Kenes  he  describes  hsve  pasaed  away — 
well'deaervea  lo'Geeome  tbe  property  of  the  nation i  and 
cannot  ftil,  if  publiihed  and  disseminated  at  the  public 
charge,  (0  confer  the  most  important  of  ill  benefits  on 
the  present  and  every  succeeding  generation — accurate 
knowledge  of  the  principles  of  their  Government,  and 
tbe  circumstances  under  which  they  were  recommend- 
ed, and  imbodied  in  the  constitution  for  adoption. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

DacBKBBK  6,  1836. 

The  menage,  having  been  read,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
PATTON,  referred  to  the  proposed  Joint  Commi(tee  on 
the  Library,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Several  communications  from  heads  of  Departments 
were  laid  before  the  House  by  the  Speaker,  and  ordered 
to  lie  00  the  table, 

DEATH  OF  MR.  KINNARD. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Indiana,  then  rose  and  addrealed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  Painful  as  the  duty  may  be,  it  is  mine 
of  this  morning  to  announce  to  the  House  the  decease  of 
another  of  its  members. 

My  friend  and  colleague,  (he  Hon.  Gkobos  L.  Km- 
RABD,  died  at  Cincinnati  on  the  25th  ult.,  after  a  few 
days  of  suffering  much  more  severe  than  ordinarily  falls 
to  the  lot  of  mankind  in  paaaing  that  dread  ordeal.  1'he 
immediate  cause  of  bis  death  is  perhaps  well  known  to 
this  House  and  to  (he  country.  It  was  bis  misfortune  to 
suffer  from  one  of  those  appalling  accidenta  which  are  of 
but  too  frequent  recurrence  upon  our  steamboats,  by 
the  bursting  ol  their  machinery.  He,  too,  like  one  of 
our  associates  whose  death  was  announced  on  yesterday, 
died  towng  strangers,  yet  among  friends.  At  the  hos- 
pitable mansion  ol  the  Hon.  Robert  T.  Lytle,  (where  lie 
paid  the  great  debt  of  nature,)  he  received  (he  moat  un- 
remlding  attention  and  kindnesa,  as  also  the  must  un- 


wearied services  of  those  who  rank  among  tbe  fint  is 
the  profession  of  roedicinei  but  all  would  not  doi  tbe 
omnipotent  fiat  bad  gone  forth  by  whicb  be  was  cafled 
from  the  aerrice  of  bis  country  to  the  service  of  his  God. 
Had  I  itudied  by  set  phrase  to  pass  a  eulogy  npoaUi 
character,  I  ahuuld  find  worda  too  cold,  laaguage  tos 
inexpressive,  to  do  justice  to  bia  virtues.  It  wu  uj 
good  fortune  to  be  uvored  for  many  years  with  hitsfr 
quaintance,  and  to  share  largely  in  bia  friendship.  With 
a  clear  and  discrimiDaling  miod,  an  honest  heart,  aadaa 
untirii^  industry,  he  had  elevated  Umaelftolbebi|^ 
teat  in  tbe  affeotiona  of  tboae  who  knew  him  bcsL  la 
all  tbe  varied  relations  of  life,  (to  which  be  vaa  aboatts 
add  another  of  a  aacred  and  responsible  chsiacter,)  be 
sustained  the  most  unsullied  reputation,  kaving  to  (be 
world  indubitable  evidence,  not  only  that  he  vuaBun 
of  high  attainmento,  but  that  he  waa  emphatically  oae  of 
God'a  noblest  works — an  honest  man- 
Mr.  D.  then  submitted  tlie  fullowing  resohitioai,  ehidi 
were  unanimously  adopted: 

Btaoh^  That  as  a  testimonial  of  respect  for  the 
ory  of  the  Hon.  Gaoasa     KisaABD,  lalea  menbcrof 
this  House  from  tbe  State  of  Indiana,  (he  menbetsof 
this  body  will  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  ixp- 
lietclved,  That  the  conoexiona  and  cona(ituentsof  Hf. 
Kisn^BD  are  Joined  in  the  aincertst  condolence  foribt 
loss  of  that  inestimable  man  to  tkem,  to  ui^  and  w  itc 
country. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  LAV, 
Tbe  House  a^ourned. 

MonsiT,  DxcxMBav  19. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  appointment  of  the  following  comoHltee^  b>^ 
by  the  Speaker  since  the  laat  adjournment,  wasaaasns 

ced  by  the  journal. 

Of  Eleclion$.—Mwn.  Claiborne  of  Virginia,  Otmh 
Hawkins,  Burns,  Kilgore,  Buchanan,  Maury,  Boyd,  sad 
Young. 

Of  Way$  and  JWeona.— Messrs.  Cambreleng,  McK* 
Loyall,  Corwin,  Johnson  of  Tennesaee,  Snitb,  U«' 
rence,  Ingersoll,  ind  Owens. 

Of  Cla>mt.—KeMn.  Whittlesey  of  Chip.  Forrtff. 
Grennell,  Davis,  Taliaferro,  Chambers  of  KcDliek7> 
Darlington,  Graham,  and  Russell. 

On  Commerae.— Messrs.  Sutherland,  Pinckney,  ftuf 
of  Rhode  Ishind,  Gillet,  Phillips,  Johnson  of  LouiMis, 
Ingham,  Cuahman,  and  HcKeon. 

On  PubBc  Lmds.—t»wn.  Boon,  Williams  of  Norib 
Carolina,  Lincoln,  Casey,  Kennon,  Duolap,  ChipiW"» 
Harrison  of  Miaanuri,  and  Yell. 

On  ike  Poet  OJiee  and  Post  Itood$.—H«im.  Cwnw, 
Briggs,  Laportr,  Hall  of  Vermont,  Clevelaad,  FlcscN 
Shield*,  Hopkina,  and  Kilgore. 

>br  Ike  Dulriei  of  Columbia.— Mtun.  W.  B. 
Hiesier,  Bouldin,  Wa>lttng(on,  Lane,  Itcget^  Tvntv, 
Moore,  and  Claiborne  of  Miasissippi. 

On  ike  Judidary.—VltwTB.  Thomas,  Hirdin,  Fierf 
o)  New  Hampshire,  llobemon,  Pey(oD,  Toucey,  llsrt'»i 
Vanderpoel,  and  Ripley. 

OnffavltUionaryClaimi.—iit$m  Hah>rnberg,l>^ 
Slandefer,  I'urril),  Beaumont,  Craig,  Cbapin, 
wood,  and  Weeks. 

On  Public  ExpendHuret—Wemw.  Page,  Claiki 
Lene,  Mason  uf  Maine,  Leonard,  Haley,  While,  Wf" 
son,  and  Chttwood.  .. 

On  Private  Land  Claims.—Memt.  Carr,  Galbffrt^ 
Patterson,  Chambers  of  I'ennsylvania,  May,  Hflatim»r 
Lawler,  Slade,  and  GiirlaRd  of  Louisiana. 

On  Manufaelura.—Me»in.  J.  Q.  Adsms,  Dca^i  j*** 
Comas,  Wtbster,  G.  Lee,  GMhger,  BvupWi  F***'' 
and  Whittlesey  of  Cbpheefi&MA-J^OQLc 
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On  Agriculture. — Memrs.  Bockee,  B»n,  Sh^nn,  De- 
berry,  Btiley,  Lnfpin,  Phelps,  Efner,  ind  BUck. 

On  Indian  Jffairt. — Henn.  Bell,  HcC*rty,  EvereU, 
A«hley,  Haynes,  Hatrei^  CbMc^,  Montgomery*  tnd  Rat- 
land  or  Virginia. 

On  MiU^ry  Aff^r$,—lllwn.  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Waril,  Thoinsoti  of  Oltio,  Bunch,  McKay,  Anthony, 
Mann  ofNew  York,  Coles,  and  Glascock. 

On  tKe  Militia. — Messrs.  Glascock,  Henderson,  Fuller, 
Wsf^ner,  Calhoun  of  Massachusetts,  Jotbua  Lee  of  New 
York,  Carter,  Graves,  and  Holt. 

On  Natxd  jffairt. — Messrs.  Jarvis,  Hillipin,  Lansing, 
Reed,  Grayson,  Parker,  Wise,  Ash,  and  Grantland. 

On  Foreign  ■Sjfairi.— Messrs.  Howard,  Cramer,  Ha- 
mer,  Allan  of  Kentooky,  Parfa^  Cusbing,  Jiekaon  of 
Creorgia,  Dromgoole,  and  Reneber. 

On  the  Tiniloriea. — Messrs.  Patton,  Polti^  Brown, 
Pickens,  Pearcfl  of  Maryland,  Hall  of  Hwne,  Jobnion 
oTVirjfinia,  Boyd,  and  Miller. 

On  Revolutionary  Pensions. — Messrs.  Wardwell,  Lea 
ofTennetsee,  Lay,  Janes,  Storer,  Morgan,  KVingensmitb, 
Bond,  and  Try. 

On  Invalid  Pen$iona.~Kemn.  Beale,  Schenck,  Tay* 
lor,  Harrison  of  Pennsylvania,  Doubleday,  Hoar,  How- 
ell, Jenifer,  and  Willianta  ofKenlaoky. 

On  Road$  and  Canals. — Messra.  Mercer,  Vinton,  Lu- 
cms,  Reynolds  of  Illinois,  Steele,  Calboon  of  Kentucky, 
Evans,  McKennan,  and  Hard. 

OnReniealand  Unfinished BuHneaa. — Messrs.  Hunting- 
ton, Mana  of  Pennsylvania,  Mason  of  Ohio,  Harbui,  and 
Parlin. 

OfJieeotinta. — Metara.  Lee  of  New  Jersey,  Hall  of 
Maine,  Jobnion  of  Virginia,  Turner,  and  McKennan. 

[In  addition  to  the  standing  committees  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  above  announced,  the  following 
committees  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  appointed 
at  the  last  session,  being  committees  for  Ibe  whole  Con- 
gress, still  exist,  viz:] 

On  ExpendUttret  in  the  State  Department.— Hnan.  A. 
H.  Shepperd,  Calhoun  of  Haasacbusetts,  Hunt,  Morris, 
and  Sickle*. 

On  E^^teadilurea  in  the  TVeonvy  Deparimenl." 
Messra.  Allen  of  Vermont,  Harper,  8pa»gler,  Russell, 

'  and  Barton. 

On  Expenditures  in  the  War  Department. — Messrs. 
Jones  of  Ohio,  Uovee,  Johnson  of  Virginia,  Love,  and 
Hubley. 

On  Expenditures  in.  the  Xiavy  Department. — Messrs. 
Hall  of  Maine,  Sloane,  Seymour,  Pettigrew,  and  Uason 
of  New  York. 

On  ExpendUuret  in  the  Poet  Ojfia  Dtpaiment. — 
Messra.  Hawet,  Burns,  Cbilds,  Bailey,  and  Iteynolda  of 
New  York. 

On  Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buildings. — Messrs. 
Darlington,  llazeltine,  Pearce  of  Rhode  Island,  Galbraitb, 
end  Beale. 

DUTY  ON  FOREIGN  COAL. 

Among  the  petitions  presented  to-day  was  one  by 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  S.  Brninard  and  eleven  hundred 
others,  citizens  of  Boston,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the 
duties  on  foreign  coal,  who  moved  that  the  same  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  PATTON  thought  that,  inasntucb  as  petitions  of 
a  similar  import  had  alieady  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  it  would  be  well  that  this 
petition,  abo,  should  take  a  similar  reference. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  considered  these  petitions, 
of  which  there  will  probably  be  a  great  number,  as  ma- 
terially affecting  the  whole  question  of  the  UritT,  and, 
consequently,  the  whole  manufacturers  of  the  country. 
He  did  not  wish  to  enter  into  any  debate  on  the  subject 
at  this  time,  but  he  moved  that  the  question  on  the  ref- 
erence be  taken  by  yeaa  and  nays. 


The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  Mr.  LIN- 
COLN, of  Massachusetts,  (who  had  presented  a  petition 
of  similar  import,  from  sundry  citizens  of  that  State, 
which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,}  rose,  and  proceeded  to  state  that,  if  the  refer- 
ence proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Maasachuietli 
[Mr.  AsAXs]  was  persisted  in,  bit  (Mr.  L'a)  memorial 
would  be  placed  in  a  very  awkward  situation.  Mr.  L. 
was  going  on  to  examine  the  pri^riety  of  the  reipectire 
references  proposed,  when 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  under  the  45tb  rule  of  the 
House,  the  subject  could  not  be  debated  on  the  same 
day  on  wliich  the  petition  was  presented,  and  that  it 
would  come  op  first  in  order  of  business  to-morrow 
morning. 

So  the  subject  was  postponed  accordingly. 

REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C  AMBBELENG,  the  annual  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the 
finances,  together  with  the  estimates  for  the  year  1837, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  CHILDS  offered  a  resolution  granting  the  use  of 
the  ball  to  the  American  Colonization  So^ly,  on  the 
evening  of  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  C.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  motion, 
which  the  House  refused  to  order;  and  the  question 
having  been  taken  by  a  division,  the  resolution  was 
adopted:  Ayes  91,  noes  59. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARD,  it  was 

Resokedt  tttt  two  chaplains,  of  different  denooUna^ 
tions,  be  elected  to  tenre  during  the  present  leanoo  of 
Congress,  one  by  ach  Uouie,  who  shall  iaterobange 
weekly.   Agreed  to. 

DDTIES  ON  FOREIGN  GRAIN. 

Mr.  FRV  submitted  the  following  resolution.- 
Resolved,  That  the  Commhtee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  immediately 
aboliahing  the  duties  upon  foreign  grun  or  bread  stuns 
of  all  kinds. 

Mr.  REED  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking 
out  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  inserting 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  FRY  said. the  question  involved  in  the  resolution 
was  a  plain  matter  of  fact)  and  that,  though  he  had  no 
great  solicitude  as  (o  the  reference,  he  thought  the  one 
proposed  by  himself  was  the  most  appropriate. 

Mr.  UEED  thought  that,  as  the  question  was  one 
,whicb  bore  greatly  on  the  interests  of  the  agricultural 
community,  he  thought  it  would  be  best  to  refer  it  to  the 
comtnittee  having  the  special  care  of  those  interests. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  then  taken  and 
carried:  Ayes  ST,  noes  67.  So  the  amendment  wu 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KEED  obserred  that  there  existed  no  manner  of 
necessity  that  ibis  resolution  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  since  every  body  is  well 
aware  that  the  revenue  is  sufBcicnt,  and  far  from  re- 
quiring expedients  or  inquiries  relating  to  an  increase  of 
it.  He  also  deemed  it  to  be  a  desirable  thing  that  im- 
portations from  all  countries  should  be  made  as  free  as 
possible,  and  even  without  duty.  Bui,  (Mr.  R.  observed,) 
representing  as  this  Houae  did  ibe  interests  of  the  whole 
country,  we  were  bound  to  examine  into  the  subject. 
He  was  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  whole  question 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  as 
being  the  most  appropriate  for  its  consideration,  and  be- 
cause,the  whole  agricultural  interests  of  the  country 
were  concerned  in  this  question.  It  is  true  (observed 
the  honorable  member]  that  this  is  a  year,  it  may  be  al- 
most said,  of  famine,  such  as  has  not  been  known  for 
twenty  years;  but,  notwithstanding,  it  roi^  nui  De  lu!>t 
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^ght  of  th*t  the  DDoat  imporUnt  intereiU  were  in  direct 
oppaiitton  to  ihii  propoBition.  He  concluded  bypropo- 
iiDf ,  M  ftn  araendmcnt,  thtt  the  retolutioo  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

A  division  took  plaoei  when  there  apprared  for  the 
amendment  87,  agkinit  it  56.  80  the  amendment  wm 
earned. 

Mr.  J.  Q.  ADAUS  propoied,  ai  an  amendment^  to  in- 
sert the  wordi  "also  foreign  coala,  nit,  and  iron." 
**  Sugar"  was  also  proposed  to  be  inserted,  st  the  sug* 
gestion  of  a  member. 

A  debate  was  about  to  spring  up  on  this  question, 
when  a  motion  was  made  to  poatpooe  the  further  «onsid< 
cration  of  the  wbjeet  to  Monday  nexli  whieh  motion 
wu  carried. 

BOUNTY  LANDS. 

Mr.  GILLF.T  moved  the  following  resolution: 
BeiolMd,  That  the  Csmrotttee  on  the  Public  Lands 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  lava  re- 
lating to  bounty  lands  u  to  allow  those  entitled  to 
them  to  locate  on  any  public  lands  subjrct  to  entry  at 
private  Bale*  or  to  receive  land  scrip  in  lieu  of  bounty 
Isnd. 

Hr.  GILLGT  said  he  would  explain  (he  object  of 
his  resolution.  It  was  wUbin  the  recollection  of  most  of 
the  members  present,  that  the  soldiers  of  the  last  war 
were  promised  bounty  lands.  The  act  which  contained 
this  promise  provided  that  pubUo  lands  ahould  be  survey- 
ed in  Michigan,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas,  if  he 
remembered  rightly.  The  survey  in  Michigan  was  never 
made,  and  the  lands  set  apart  in  Illinois  and  Missouri 
were  long  since  exhausted.  Consequently,  those  who 
have  not  received  their  bounty  lands  are  compelled  to 
locate  them  in  Arkansas.  The  lands  there,  he  presu- 
med, were  good  and  valuable,  but  they  were  at  too  great 
a  distance  Irom  the  No^hem  soldiers  to  be  valuable  to 
them.  They  can  neither  go  there  to  settle  on  them,  nor 
can  they  readily  sell  them.  If  they  keep  them,  it  is  dif- 
ficult fur  the  owner  to  pay  taxes  at  such  a  diitant  point, 
with  which  Northern  people  have  little  or  no  communi- 
cation. By  the  very  words  of  the  promiae,  the  soldier 
has  s  right  (o  lands  at  the  North,  where  they  sre  the 
most  valuable  to  them.  This  *ill  work  no  injury  to  the 
United  States,  but  may  greatly  bencftt  Uie  war-worn  sol- 
dier, who  may  desire  to  settle  upon  or  sell  his  lands.  He 
conceived,  with  his  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  VlRTOV,] 
that  the  issuing  scrip  would  be  higtily  sHvantageous  and 
convenient  to  the  soldier,  and  prejudicial  to  no  one. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

THE  DISTRIBUTION  SURPLUS. 

Hr.  MERCBR  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Rtiolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Wiys  snd  Means  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  amend  the  13th  section  of 
the  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act 
to  regulate  the  deposites  of  the  public  money,"  by  re- 
leasing the  several  States  who  may  receive  any  part  of 
the  surplus  revenue  of  the  United  Slates,  in  pursuance 
of  that  act,  from  uny  obligation  to  return  the  same. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  MERCER,  altera  few  observations  upon  the  ob- 
ject of  this  propusition,  moved  to  postpone  the  conside- 
ratiuii  of  the  resolution  till  Wednesday  week  nex>,  and 
make  it  the  special  order  of  the  dny  fur  tiiat  day. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  remarked:  Mr.  Speaker:  1  am  op- 
posed to  the  gentleman's  resolution  being  made  the 
Special  order  of  this  House.  The  reaolution  involves 
a  very  important  question,  to  wit,  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  distribute  the  surplua  revenue.  This  im- 
portant constitutional  question  was  avoided  at  the  last 
seasion,  and  now  it  is  intended  to  be  brought  up,  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  business.   The  States  have  the 


money,  and  may  do  what  tbey  please  with  it,  soJ  I  wiih 
the  discussion  of  this  subject  to  be  postponed  untilabaf 
session  of  Congresa.  This  will  be  a  very  short  senot) 
and  should  be  a  buainesi  sesMon.  The  TenncsMe  bad 
bill,  in  which  my  constituents  arc  immediately  intmst* 
ed,  bsa  heretofore  been  postponed  for  the  want  of  tiae, 
so  much  having  been  spent  in  the  discussion  of  importsH 
political  questions.  I  would  be  doing  injostice  to  the  is- 
tereats  of  my  constituents,  if  1  did  agree  that  this  uiptf- 
tant  questbn  should  be  taken  up,  to  the  exclwiniif 
other  business.  Sir,  this  question  alone  would  ocGU|ir 
weeks  in  its  discusHon,  and  other  meamres  Mat  be 
made  to  give  way  to  it,  when  no  legislative  actios  eu  be 
had  on  it  this  session.  I  am  oppcwed  to  sU  onneeesniy 
discussion  at  this  session;  and  1  denre  that  the  biHtncss 
of  the  American  people  should  be  attended  to.  I  ibere* 
fore  move  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MERCER  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nsyi  00  w 
question  of  Isying  his  resolution  on  the  table;  »h>ra 
were  ordered;  and  bf  ing  taken  without  debate,  (the 
rules  not  admitting  debate  on  a  motion  to  by  any  prop- 
OMtion  on  the  table,)  stood  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  John  Q.  Adama,  Anthony,  A*,  ^ 
ton,  Beslf,  Beaumt^nt,  Black,  Boon,  Borden,  Bwildm, 
Bovee,  Briggs,  Brown,  Cambrcleng,  Campbell,  Cat, 
Chsney,  Chapman,  Chspin,  John  F.  H.  Cltibonit, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig.  Cushnnan,  Davis,  DoubWV. 
Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Paiifield,  Fowler,  frj. 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  Gillet,  Gbscock,  GmV|n 
Grantland,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley*  J«e|* 
Hall.  Hamer,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Hsyne^ 
Henderson,  Hiestcr,  Hoar,  Holt,  Hopbine  Uubl^. 
Huntinitton,  Huntsmsn.  Ingham,  Jabez  Jackson,  Jw 
via.  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W;  J<«* 
Benjamin  Jones,  Kilgore,  Klingeosmitii.  Lsnsiag,  I* 
porte,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  L«i 
Thomas  Lee,  Leonsrd,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Lofrsn, 
Lucas,  Lyon,  Ahijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin.  Wil- 
liam Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McKay,  HcK<m,  HcLeK. 
Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Psge,  Parker,  WW 
Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pe""^ 
Phelpa,  Phillips,  Pickens.  Pinckney,  John  Bey»«o* 
Joseph  Keynoldf,  Rtpley.  Robertson.  Russell,  8ebe»* 
Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sicklea,  Smith,  Ta)tor,Ttw» 
as.  J.  Thomson.  Toucey,  Torrilt,  Vanderpoel,  Wsgesw. 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  Bl'isha  WhrtW' 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell~ia6. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  B^T* 
Belt.  Bond,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John  Cslhoon,  WiM 
B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Chsmben.  Jo"" 
Chambers.  Childs,  Nath.  H.  Claiborne.  Clark,  Cosssj 
Corwin,"  Crane,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Everett,  French,  Rice  Garland,  Graham,  ©"^V™* 
land  Hall.  Hannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hatelline,  Howell,  Ingefsoll,  Janes,  JmifcTr 
Johnson,  Lane,  Luke  Lea,  Love,  3.  Mssoa,  W^T* 
McCarty,  HcCmnas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Montpwe^, 
J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearvin,  Pettigrew,  Peyton.  P****"^ 
Rogers,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H-  Shepperd,  SUde,  8I(«^ 
Standefer,  Storer,  Sutheriand,  Taliaferro,  TiW'  g 
derwood,  Vinton,  Washington,  White,  L.  WuhsWi 
Williams,  Wise— 73. 

So  the  resolution  was  ordered  to  Ke  on  the  Isblfc 

The  presentstion  of  resolutions  was  continued,  n 
order  of  States,  till  3  o'clockf  when 

The  House  adjourned. 


TuxsoaT,  DxcKHasi  \S- 
THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  LOTALLy-tbe  HousarressM Jj" 
self  mto  a  Committc^zSb«>yWlli>@<@>d^ 
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irntOD,  (Mr.  Adaks  in  the  chair,)  on  the  tnnuftl  mes- 
ttge  of  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Stttei. 

Mr.  LOTALL  mored  thkt  the  reading  of  (he  meua^ 
be  dispenMd  with,  which  wu  agreed  tot  i^nd  thereupon 
Mr.  L.  offered  a  leriei  of  resolutions,  referring  the  va- 
rious psMi  of  the  meaiage  to  the  appropriate  oommit- 
teea. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LOYALL,  it  wu  anecd  that  the 
resolutions  should  be  taken  up  leparately.  The  first 
resolution  was  as  follows: 

1.  Ruolecd,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message 
as  relates  to  the  political  relations  of  the  United  Statea 
witb  foreign  nations  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Tbe  reaolutHm  was  adopted. 

The  second  fewriutiont  in  the  following  terms,  was 
adopted: 

3.  Beao&ud,  That-so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re-  : 
bites  to  the  commeroe  of  the  United  Statea  withToreign 
nations  and  their  depende neiei  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Commerce. 

Tbe  third  resolution,  in  tbe  following  termi,  was 
agreed  to: 

3.  Haohed,  Thst  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  finances,  and  every  thing  connected  there- 
witht  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys,  and  every 
thing  connected  therewith;  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  atock  of  the  United  States  in  that 
institution,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  oF  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  fourth,  fifth,  and  riitb  reaoIutioDs  were  iheniev' 
erally  sgreed  to  nem.  em. 

4.  Hoolttd,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  tbe  public  lands,  and  all  things  connected  there- 
with, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

5.  fieaohed,  That  so  much  of  said  message  ai  relates 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  public 
inlereata  intrusted  to  the  War  Department,  except  so 

^  much  thereof  aa  relates  to  Indian  affairs,  be  referred  to 
tke  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

6.  Boohed,  That  so  much  of  the  said  messsge  m  re- 
letei  to  the  militia  of  the  United  States  be  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

Ud  the  reading  of  the  seventh  resolution,  viz: 

7.  Reaohed,  That  so  much  of  said  message  aa  reUtes 
to  the  Indian  tribes,  and  every  thing  connected  there* 
with,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs — 

Mr.  I<BW13  moved  that  the  words  of  the  reaolution 
**and  all  connected  therewilb"  be  stricken  out,  and  the 
words  **  eonnceted  witb  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in 
Alabama  and  Georgia,"  and  that  the  subject  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  LBWIS,  in  support  of  his  amendment,  said  that 
bis  reasons  for  proposing  the  reference  of  this  subject 
to  a  select  committee  were  founded  on  the  following  pas- 
nj^  of  the  Presideal'a  meissge: 

**0d  the  unexpected  breaking  out  of  bostililies  in 
Florida,  Alabami,  and  Georgia,  it  became  necessary,  in 
Bonte  cases,  to  lake  the  property  of  individuali  for  pub- 
lic use.  Provision  should  be  made,  by  law,  fur  iitdemni- 
fying  the  owncri(  and  I  would  also  respectfully  suggest 
whether  some  provision  may  not  be  mude,  consistently 
with  the  principles  of  our  Government,  for  tbe  relief  of 
the  sufferers  by  Indian  depredations,  or  by  the  opera- 
tions of  our  own  troops." 

He  (Mr.  L>}  did  not  desire  to  refer  this  subject  to  a 
speoal  committee  out  of  any  disrespect  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  or  th^t  of  Indian  Aff4irsi  auch  was  not  his 
motive.  It  was  evident,  from  the  paragraph  of  tbe  mes- 
sage which  he  had  read,  that  tlie  President  saw  a  differ- 
ence in  principle  between  the  cases  of  suffering  and 
depredation  in  the  late  war  in  (he  Creek  country,  and 
between  former  cases  ef  Indian  depredationa.  Had  this 


not  been  his  view  of  the  case,  he  certainly  would  nbt 
have  recommended  special  relief  to  be  extended.  An- 
other reason  which  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  L.)  to  render 
it  expedient  to  refer  these  .claims  to  a  special  committee 
was  the  fact  that  so  great  was  their  number  likely  to  be, 
that  it  would  certainly  throw  upon  the  two  committees 
to  which  the  resolution  proposed  to  refer  them  a  mass 
of  business  aucb  as  they  could  not  conveniently  dispose 
of. .  It  was  also  his  desire,  both  from  respect  to  the 
President  and  to  hia  own  constituents,  to  obtain  a  direct 
and  distinct  deciwon  upon  these  claims,  as  being  pecu- 
liarly different  in  their  principle  from  all  tbe  other  top. 
ICS  belonging  to  the  sphere  of  the  Indian  department. 

Mr.  BKLL  suggested  an  amendment  lo  Mr.  Lewis's 
amendmentt  which  Mr.  LEWIS  expressed  himself  wil- 
ling to  accept. 

Mr.  GI.ASCOCK  supported  tbe  amendment,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  not  be  in  the  puwer  of  a  Gtaiiding 
committee  to  do  justice  to  the  multiplicity  of  petitions 
which  would  come  before  themi  he  therefore  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  he  could 
see  no  difference  whatever  between  these  or  other  claims 
arising  out  of  Indian  depredations  at  any  former  period. 
If  any  fiunitiarity  with  such  kind  of  claims,  if  any  experi. 
ence  on  such  topics,  was  to  be  found  any  where,  he  was 
certain  that  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  Committees  of 
Claims  and  on  Indian  AfTairs)  he  wu  therefore  at  a  loss 
to  conceive  why  this  subject  should  be  taken  out  of  their 
bands,  and  placed  with  a  select  committee.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  lo  amend  tbe  amendment  by  striking 
out  the  words  "select  committee,**  and  inserting  the 
Committee  of  Claims.** 

Mr.  LEWIS,  in  reply,  observed  that  the  honorable 
member  professed  not  to  observe  sny  difference  between 
these  and  former  claims  under  Indian  depredations;  it 
was  evident,  howe%t:r,  that  tbe  President  contemplated 
them  under  a  peculiar  aspect,  or  else  be  would  not  have 
made  a  special  mention  of  themi  this  was  with  him  suf- 
ficient reatfon  to  warrant  the  appointment  of  a  select 
committee. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  that  the  question  before  the 
House  was  upon  the  adoption  of  the  original  resolution. 
Tbe  resolution  was  then  read  by  the  Clerk,  and  after- 
wards the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr.  Lxwis. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  proposed  a  slight  modification  to  the 
amendment,  which  tbe  honorable  mover  accepted. 

Ttie  question  on  the  original  resolution  was  then  put 
by  tbe  Chair,  and  >t  was  agreed  lof  after  which, 

Mr.  Lxwis's  amendment,  as  modified  by  Messrs.  Bkli 
and  Glascock,  was  put. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  spoke  in  opposition  lo  the 
reference  to  a  special  committee.  He  contended  that 
there  existed  no  special  difference  in  principle  between 
these  and  oiher  claims  arising  from  similar  causes.  He 
deprecated  the  adoption  of  new  principles  of  proceed* 
ing,  upon  the  arising  of  new  claims  the  same  in  princi- 
ple with  others.  The  Commitlve  of  Claims  (observed 
Mr.  W.)  brought  forward  a  bill,  which  passed  in  April 
of  the  year  1816,  in  reference  to  Indian  depredations  of 
all  kinds,  and  to  all  other  sufferings  incurrrd  in  case*  of 
war,  whether  those  sufferings  orij^inated  from  the  ene- 
my or  from  the  necessary  requisitions  of  our  own  troops; 
there  can,  therefore,  be  no  necessity  (said  Mr.  W.)  for 
a  select  committee  in  the  present  case,  as  no  new  prin- 
ciples ought  to  be  established  for  the  settlement  of  such 
claims,  nor  ought  the  principles  now  established  to  be 
changed  ur  enlarged. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  he  concurred  in  the  general 
views  expressed  by  the  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Whit- 
TLEBiT,]  but  it  occurred  to  him  (.Mr.  G.)  that  the  diffi- 
culty which  was  anticipated  by  referring  this  subject  to 
a  select  committee  would  nut  irecnr.   4f  that^^awuttee. 
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in  adjudicating  tbe  cam  wliicb  came  before  llienit  de- 
Viatea  from  those  original  rules  and  well-sedlcd  princi- 
ples wbieh  bad  heretofore  governed  such  cues,  the 
House,  whose  province  it  was  to  supervise  the  reports, 
miglit  reject  or  approve  them,  as  seemed  best'  Tbe  great 
object  to  be  attained  by  tbe  reference  to  a  select  com- 
miliee  was,  to  expedite  the  action  of  tbe  Mouse;  and  he 
believed  that  tbe  niany  cbtms  which  would  be  present- 
ed would  throw  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Committee 
of  Claima  or  tbe  Comnutlee  on  Indian  AfTaira  giving 
the  proper  consideration  to  the  subject.  A  select  com' 
ntiltec  might  give  its  whole  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
aelect  for  the  consideration  of  the  House  such  cases  as 
were  entitled  to  ila  credence.  He  did  nnt  believe  that 
a  select  committee  would  violate  the  general  rules  here- 
tofore established,  and  yet  there  might  be  extreme  cases 
which  those  general  rules  would  not  reach.  He  hoped 
the  Cammittee  of  Clains  would  conient  to  the  reference 
to  a  select  eommitiee. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PBARCE  said  that  the  House  had  yet  to 
learn  that  the  Committee  of  Claims  was  either  unable  or 
unwilling  to  discharge  any  duties  which  might  be  assign- 
ed to  them.  Wat  there  any  sufficient  reason  to  change 
the  direction  of  the  reference?  What  was  the  direction 
given  to  anali^ua  cases,  growing  out  of  (he  war  with 
Great  Britain'  Ifa  man's  borte  was  lost,  did  he  go  to  a 
select  cotamitteef  If  the  military  trampled  down  a 
man's  field  of  com,  was  it  necessary  to  go  to  a  select 
committee?  No.  The  usual  course  had  been  to  refer 
such  subjects  to  the  Committee  of  Claimst  but,  inde- 
pendent of  them,  there  were  other  considerationa  which 
rendered  tbe  usual  reference  necessary.  I'be  Commit- 
tee of  Claimi  bad  rulea  upon  which  tbey  had  been  sc- 
castomed  to  act,  the  operationi  of  which  bad  been  test- 
ed* and  dedaiona  nude  on  those  rule*  had  been  paued 
on  by  the  House.  But  what  would  the  House  think  of 
the  new  rules  of  the  select  committee?  Would  the  House 
give  the  same  weight  to  what  was  done  that  it  would  to 
the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  of  Claims?  K,  then, 
the  House  was  anxious  for  speedy  action  and  prompt  de* 
ci^on,  be  should  suppose  that  the  usual  course  was  pref- 
erable to  a  novel  one.  He  had  heard  no  reason  why  the 
usual  eourae  should  be  departed  from.  Did  the  gentle- 
man who  came  from  that  section  of  the  country  in  which 
the  persons  makin'^  these  claims  resided  expect  that  the 
claims  should  he  passed  on  diflerenily  from  others^  If  nut, 
why  BO  anxious  to  change  the  course?  Are  tbey  appre- 
hensive that  less  than  justice  will  be  done  to  them?  Did 
they  want  more  than  justice^  He  thought  noti  and  wbat 
had  been  dune  berore  in  similar  cases  would,  be  preaa- 
med,  be  satisfactory  now. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  it  did  not  appear  that  the  chairmen 
of  the  Committee  of  Cftiima  or  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian ARairs  had  any  objection  to  the  proposed  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committee.  Tbe  only  object  aimed  at 
by  himself  was  to  secure  a  thorough  examination  (o  the 
claims  which  might  be  brought  up.  The  President  of 
the  United  Stateahad  recommended  an  indemnity.  Ac- 
cording to  the  general  rule,  losses  growing  out  of  a  war 
were  not  aubjecis  of  indemnity.  If  there  were  reasons 
of  a  special  character  in  the  present  instance,  which 
rendered  such  indemmly  proper,  he  wished  to  have 
them  inveaiigatcd  and  reported  on  by  a  select  com- 
mittee, who  would  present  them  to  Hie  House  in 
proper  formi  and  if  ihe  House  assented  to  the  truth  uf 
the  conclusions  given,  they  would  act  accordingly,  lie 
wanted  no  ezemptiun  from  the  rules  proper  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  such  a  committee.  He  wiahed  only  to  see 
a  full  statement  of  the  reaaocs  why  ihls  indemnity  should 
be  granted. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  words  "  select  com- 
mittee," and  inserting  "Committee  of  Claims,"  waa  ta* 
ken,  and  carr:dd{  and  the  rcfiolutioDi  as  amended,  waa 

'^opted. 


8.  Snohedf  That  ao  much  of  the  aaid  message  as  r^ 
lates  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Navy,  and  tbe 
public  interests  intrusted  to  the  Navy  DepBrtmenl,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

I'he  resolution  on  referring  that  part  of  Ihe  messtje 
relating  to  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  wu  (bes 
taken  up. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  atrike  out  sll  afierlbe 
word  Baoivedt"  and  insert  tbe  following:  "TbI  m 
much  of  the  President's  message  aa  relates  to  so  snwad- 
ment  of  the  conatitution,  leather  with  all  propotitkai 
and  resoluliona  aiibmitted  at  the  last  and  preicnt  leiiioM 
of  Congress,  proposing  an  amendment  <»  tbe  cciutilii- 
tion,  be  referred  to  a  aelect  committee,  to  be  CMspoted 
of  membera. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  inc|uired  if  such  an  ameodowatwuia 
order.  The  House  had  gone  into  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  the  President's  message  onlyi  and  be  mbmit- 
ted  whether  other  matter,  not  embraced  in  Uie  meM^, 
could  he  then  considered  and  referred. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  amendment  to  be  ta  order, 
on  the  ground  of  the  identity  of  the  lubjecl. 

I'he  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  a  vote  of  93  lo  S\, 
and  tbe  resolution,  as  amended,  was  also  agreed  to,  and 
the  committee  ordered  to  consiit  of  nine  members. 

The  next  resolution  was  aa  followsi 

9.  Retohedt  l*hat  so  much  of  tbe  said  message  u  «■ 
Isles  to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  Genersl,  tbe  coodi- 
tion  and  operations  of  the  Post  Office  Deparimeat,  ssd 
every  thing  connected  therewith,  be  referred  lo  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Pest  Roads. 

Mr.  CARTER  offered  a  resolution  referring  toa  telecl 
committee  so  much  of  ihe  Preaideot'a  message  aa  rel>- 
ted  to  tbe  compensation  of  tbe  Tenneaee  vohialccn 
who  had  been  called  out  from  that  State,  but  atao  bd 
not  been  mustered  into  the  public  service. 

Mr.  BELL  thought  that  the  House  would  agree  u  Id 
the  propriety  of  Ihe  investigation  proposed,  and  ho|xd 
that  the  resolution  would  be  adopted.  If  there  wuto; 
objection  to  a  select  committee,  he  hoped  the  subject 
would  be  referred  to  one  of  tbe  standing  coromitiecs. 

Ur.  D.  J.  PEARCE  moved  to  strike  out  the  vordi 
■*  aelect  committee,"  and  Insert  **  Committee  oo  UiSia? 
AfTaira." 

Mr.  CARTER  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  tbe  reference  to  tbe  Coo- 
mittee  of  CUims. 

Mr.  CARTERsaid  his  only  object  in  asking  fori  k- 
lect  committee  was  despatch.  The  volunteers  wereoxB 
only  in  very  moderate  circumstancesi  and  unless 
proviuon  waa  made  for  them  at  the  present  setMs  m 
Congress,  it  would  be  of  little  avail  to  m>ke  it  at  all. 
They  bad  appeared  at  the  rendezvous,  under'  the  beiiet 
that  they  were  called  out  for  twelve  months'  servicci  but 
when  they  got  there,  the  officers  refused  lo  muster  U)eP>( 
and  they  received  nothing,  either  for  expenses  or  o'bei* 
wise,  and  they  returned  home  aa  well  as  they  ccuw- 
Tbe  men  .were  entitled  to  compensation,  and  tbe 
ject  should  be  acted  on  at  the  present  session. 

It  waa  well  known  that  all  llte  troops  who  volunteered 
in  Tennessee  had  not  been  treated  aa  kindly  by  the  Ccff- 
ernment  as  their  promptitude  and  patriotism  absolute? 
demanded;  and  if  (be  present  session  of  Congresiwtiu- 
lowed  to  pass  away  without  some  provision  being  mat, 
it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  they  would  come  ("•"■'•'j 
so  promptly  at  a  future  time  to  answer  the  call  oi  tbe 
Government.  A  damp  would  be  thrown  upun  tbcn 
patriotiam.  He  waa  himself  acquainted  with  a  hT 
portion  of  these  vuluntcera,  who  were  poor  meo,  epg^;^ 
in  Ihe  pursuits  of  agriculture,  and  supporting  their  n^r 
lies  by  such  mtansi  they  had  sold  out  their  crop*, 
lieving  that  they  were  ccrtaiiuif  employ  for  \*tw 
months  to  come,  butD|g)f^dis;%^)^w^J>|»^ 
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of  the  (neana  of  lire.  Hie  rellefi  to  be  avftilable,  ouffht 
to  be  iromediatr,  »nd  be  boped  the  committee  woutd 
agree  to  the  rererence. 

The  question  wai  then  tiken  on  the  motion  of  Hr. 
C.  JoBisoB  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  RBi)  wa«  arreed  lo:  Ayei  97,  noei  not  counted. 

And  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

EXECUTIVE  ADMrNISTRATION. 
Mr.  WISE  rose  and  offered  the  following  reaolulion: 
Asefatt/,  That  so  much  of  tba  PrewdenPs  message  u 
relates  to  the  condition  of  the  various  ezecotive  depart* 
ments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  whidt  they  have 
been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  failbful  discharge  of 
the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and  the  causes  of  com- 
plaint, from  any  quarter,  at  tlie  manner  in  which  they 
bave  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation,  be  referred 
to  ft  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  members,  wiih 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  with  instruc* 
tions  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  (he  various  ezeeu* 
tive  departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
they  bave  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  business  has  been  discharged  in  all  of  them, 
and  into  all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at 
the  manner  in  which  said  Departments,  or  their  busi- 
ness or  offices,  or  any  of  their  olGcers  or  agents,  of 
every  description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  con- 
nected with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially, 
ie  dutica  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  hare  ful- 
filled or  fuled  lo  accomplMi  the  objeeti  of  their  crea- 
tion, or  bave  vii^ted  their  duties,  or  have  injured  or  im- 
paired the  public  service  and  interest)  and  that  said 
committee,  in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  such  periods 
of  time  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  and  proper. 
Mr.  WISE  then  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 
Sir.  Churmao:  In  submitting  the  resolution  of  refer- 
ence wtucb  1  have  sent  to  the  Chair,  I  deem  it  my  duty 
to  offer  some  refieetions  to  the  House  and  to  the  coun- 
try. 

9u-,  this  paper  is  the  last  annual  message  of  Andrew 
Jaclcson.  The  contemplation  of  it  as  such  is  deeply  af- 
fecting to  the  sincere  lover  of  him,  and  solemnly  mourn- 
ful to  the  honest  lover  of  bis  country. 

What  should  the  last  annual  mesuge  of  Andrew 
Jaekson  bare  beenF  Who  is  he,  what  has  he  beenF 
The  answer  to  this  question  ought  to  determine  what 
this  Ust  act  of  its  kind  of  hia  should  have  been. 

A  man  of  humble  but  respectable  origin,  be  was  bora 
in  the  times  of  his  country's  travail  for  li>dependence. 
His  precocious  spirit  of  resistance  to  oppression  marked 
bis  infant  body  with  the  scars  of  the  Revolution.  After 
the  times  which  tried  men's  aouls  had  passed  awayi  after 
the  bleaaings  of  freedom  bad  been  secured  by  all  the 
nHintments  of  the  institutions  of  our  fcther^  the  filiits  of 
peace,  and  rirtu^  and  wisdom,  and  jeaJoos  patriotism; 
afler  varied  and  chequered  scenes  of  private  and  public 
life,  under  a  destiay  adverse  only  so  nr  as  it  was  full  of 
dangers.  In  (^nes  not  Olympic,  in  contests  not  hercnc, 
we  nnd  him  in  the  midst  of  his  country's  second  troubles 
a  citizen  soldier,  a  major  general  of  the  army  of  the  re- 
pub  be. 

He  **  was  ambitious  of  famet  and  as  long  as  mankind 
■hall  coBtinoe  to  bestew  more  liberal  applause  on  their 
destroyers  than  on  their  benefactors,  the  thirst  of  milita- 
ry glory  will  ever  be  tbe  vice  of  the  most  exalted  char- 
acters." A  bold,  energetic,  and  dauntless  cfrntmander, 
he  carried  conquest,  in  spite  of  all  dangers  and  difficul- 
ties, into  the  wilderness  of  the  savage  tribes  of  tbe  South- 
ern frontier;  was  the  daring  but  succeasfut  and  justiiied 
invader  of  a  neutral  territory,  and  finally  "filled  tbe 
measure  of  hi«  country's  glory"  in  deftnee  of  Orleans, 
where  he  assumed  to  be  the  arbiter  of  martial  law,  tbe 
judge  adrooate  of  men's  allegtance—wbere  be  conquer* 
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ed  the  conquerors  of  Napoleon— where  he  professed  and 
practised  submission  to  the  ciril  authority,  and  where  be 
acquired  the  title  of  Hero.  And  there  was  created,  I 
win^say,  "a  dearJHHi^t  debt  of  gratitude"  from  bis 

country. 

Hail,  second  Saviour!"  was  shouted  from  the  lips  of 
erery  gratefiil  heart,  and  echoed  from  erery  hill  and 
valteyi  his  name  was  emblazoned  high  on  the  rolls  of 
imperishable  military  fame,  and  peace  was  quick  to  hal- 
low his  victory.  With  peace  his  warlike  occupations 
were  gone,  but  civil  honors  were  showered  and  thickeil> 
ed  around  him.  Prom  tiie  camp  be  rose  to  a  seat  in  tbe 
Senate  cbanber^or  then  tbe  Senate  duunber  was  high- 
er than  the  camp.  He  bore,  or  seemed  to  bear,  bU  hon- 
ors patientlyi  but  all  that  had  been  done  or  could  be 
done,  it  seemed,  was  not  enough  for  him,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  a  generous  people.  He  was  nominated  for  the 
first  pUce  on  eartfa — the  presidency  of  these  united,  sor- 
ereign,  and  independent  States  of  Americai  for  Ibcn 
these  Slates  were  united,  sorereign,  and  independent. 
Cirilians  and  statesmen,  of  proodeat  names  and  stations, 
were  his  competitor^  but  be  was  tbe  peopled  candidate, 
against  men  in  office,  against  tbe  powers  that  were, 
against  their  intrigues,  their  patronage,  and  their  cau- 
cuiesi  and  in  consideration  thereof,  and  of  bis  just  ap- 
pellation of  Hero,  he  was  most  popular  and  strongest  in 
tbe  plurality  of  votes.  He  was  defeated— defeated  here, 
in  this  hall,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  men 
such  as  we  are— and  what  we,  the  repreaenUtires  of  the 
people,  are,  I  will  not  name— by  neara  I  will  not  de- 
scribe.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  tbe  manner  of  his  de- 
feat was  not  only  enough  to  insure  his  subsequent  tri- 
umph, but  to  rivet  bim  immoreably,  right  or  wrong,  in 
the  hearts  of  his  countrymen  forever.  He  became  the 
champion  of  popular  rights  and  the  elective  franchise, 
against  office-holders  and  offioe-seekers—the  favorite 
pet  of  tbe  people,  who  was  to  scourge  bribery  and  cor- 
niption,  whose  name  wu  to  be  terror  to  all  evil-doers, 
whose  policy  was  to  be  retreo^ment  and  reform,  by 
whom  the  independence  of  Cwigress  of  executive  pat- 
ronage was  to  be  maintained,  by  whom  that  patronage 
was  lo  be  curtailed  to  harmlessess,  and  in  whom  "  the 
line  of  safe  precedents"  was  to  he  broken  and  destroy- 
ed. He  was  swept  and  rushed  along  on  the  roaring  tide 
of  an  overwhelming  popularity  high  up  into  office,  on 
tbe  second  flood,  and  that  popubu-ity  has  never  deserted 
him— no  fickleness  in  it,  it  has  never  retired  for  a  mo- 
menti  notwithstanding  stroi^f  wUids  which  have  blowB 
from  every  point  of  the  compass,  and  opposing  currents 
in  erery  direction,  it  bas  conttnued  to  swell  and  swell,  un- 
til it  has  become  a  flood— I  will  not  say  which  threatens 
tbe  dry  land.  He  came  into  power  profess'mg  and  pro- 
claim'mg  the  moat  severe,  ay,  stoical  democratic  pnnei- 
piest  the  peopleeonfided  in  bim,  were  bound  to  him  the 
closer,  and  have  never  wavered  yet  in  their  confidence— 
1  will  not  say,  though  he  bu  tried  it  to  the  uttermost. 
Unfortunately  for  him,  when  he  was  crowned  with  the 
reward  of  bis  miliury  services,  and  was  inducted  into 
office,  he  not  only  fiiund  "  competitors  to  bo  removed, 
enemies  to  be  punished,"  but  he  was  beset  by  friends 
from  whom  he  should  bare  put  up  prayers  to  be  aared. 
I  will  not  say  that  he  was  lacking  in  those  magnanimous 
quaMeatiow  o(  a  truly  great  man,  which  alone  oould 
rid  him  and  guard  bim  from  these  mlsfortunea— for  man, 
poor  feeble  man,  is  weak  under  the  most  ordinary  temp- 
Ulions,  and  his  virtue  must  be  strong  who  presidei  in  a 
palace — but  miafortunea  ihey  were. 

So  it  was,  be  was  buoyed  up  in  the  afTectiona  of  tbe 
sovereign  people.  Has  he  done  wrong.*  He  was  popu- 
lar. Has  he  done  worse  than  wrong?  He  wu  popular, 
and  be  was  the  Preddent  who  eould  do  no  wrong,  in 
whom  pinnibrUy  was  Joined  with  oower  andpatrooage. 
Has  nithleaa  proKriptioaiS«2!epi||i^@@lvl>@ 
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ful  public  MmntB  oul  of  their  employment,  knd  tnitcb- 
cd  from  the  mouthi  of  their  ftinliea  their  hre»df  We 
■ra  told  the  president  ordered  the  removBls,  and  the  peo. 
pie  hftd  Mnetioned  proacription!  Haa  favoritiim  filled 
the  Tkcancies  which  prowriplion  hu  made  with  the  ser- 
Tile  toola  of  partjr,  to  do  the  bidding  of  power?  We  are 
told  that  the  President  had  need  of  hia  own  friends,  and 
that  the  people  have  sanctioned  the  maxim,  *'  that  to  the 
victors  belong  the  apolb!"  Have  the  highest  and  rich- 
cat  offieeSf  worth  matt  than  hall  of  a  miUion,  been  be- 
stowed Bi  rcwanb  upon  memberi  of  Congress  and  haa 
•**  eomipllon  become  the  ovder  oftbe  day We  are  told 
that  Ihe  President  was  the  best  judge  of  the  selection  of 
high  functionaries,  and  that  the  people  have  aanetioned 
the  "order  or  the  day!"  As  '<  till  tbe  reign  of  Severus, 
the  virtue  and  even  the  good  sense  of  the  Emperors  had 
been  distioguithed  by  their  zeal  or  affected  reverence  for 
tbe  Roman  Senate,  and  by  •  tender  regard  to  the  nice 
fraaoe  of  oivil  policy  inatituted  by  Auguatus,"  so  had  the 
Tirtue  and  even  tbe  good  sense  of  preceding  Prendenta, 
till  the  reign  of  Andrew  Jacbson,  been  distinguished  by 
their  seal  and  reverence  for  the  American  Senate,  and 
by  a  tender  regard  for  tbe  nice  frame  of  civil  policy  in- 
stituted by  the  fatheraof  our  republic!  Had  "bis youth," 
like  that  of  Severus,  "  bem  trained  in  the  implicit  obe* 
dietiGe  of  camps,  and  bis  riper  yeara  spent  in  tbe  despot- 
isn  of  ndlitary  command!  could  not  his  haughty  ana  io< 
flexU>le  spirit  discover,  or  would  he  not  acknowledge, 
tbe  advantage  of  preserving  an  intermediate  power, 
however  imaginary,  between  the  Emperor  and  the  army  V 
Aa  in  the  reign  of  Severus,  was  "  the  Senate  filled  with 
polished  and  eloquent  slaves  from  the  eaatern  (and  I  may 
add  southern)  provinces,  who  justified  personal  flattery 
by  speculative  principles  of  servitude?"  Have  the  law- 
yers of  his  reign,  whom  I  will  not  call  Papinians  or  Pau- 
iuses,  or  Ulpiana,  "eoncoired  in  leaebing  that  the  im- 
perial authority  was  held  not  by  the  delegated  eommii- 
non,  but  by  tbe  irrevocable  resignation  of  tbe  Senate? 
and  that  the  Emperor  might  destroy  vested  rights  and 
tbe  in  corporations  of  law  by  his  tie  volof"  We  are  told 
that  tbe  aristocratic  Senate  bad  dared  to  offend  the  ma* 
jesty  of  tbe  President,  and  that  the  people  have  sane- 
tioned  tbe  word  "  expungel"  Has  the  independence  of 
Congress  been  totally  destroyed  by  cornipt  bribes  and 
th«  power  of  appointing  members  to  omeef  We  are 
told  that  tbe  representatives  of  the  peopleare  selec- 
ted to  do  tbe  will  of  the  President,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple hsTe  aanetioned  the  creed  that  there  can  be  no 
treaaon  to  the  country  ao  long  as  there  is  fidelity  to  "  the 
party."  Haa  the  President  "assumed  the  responsibili- 
ty," aeiied  the  custody  and  the  control  of  the  public 
nonty*  in  defiance  of  all  law  snd  precedent,  and  placed 
them  in  the  bands  of  a  traitor  and  a  perjured  knave' 
We  are  toU  that  the  monater  bank  waa  his  enemy,  and 
that  tbe  people  have  sanctioned  the  <*  union  of  the 
purse  and  aword."  Has  he  aasumed  to  himself  judicial 
powers,  and  the  prero|^iive  to  administer  the  laws  and 
the  constitution  according  to  bis  own  interpretation  and 
biaown  irresponsible  will?  We  are  told  that  the  Presi- 
dent's conscience  alone  is  concerned  in  their  execution, 
■nd  that  the  people  tnveaanctitmed  in  him  the  power  of 
imperial  magistrate.  As  imperial  magistrate,  has  he 
**  assumed  the  conduct  and  style  of  sovereign  and  con- 
queror, and  exercised,  without  disguise,  the  whole  le- 
gislative as  well  aa  executive  power?"  We  are  told  that 
the  President  is  "the  Government,"  and  that  tbe  peo- 
ple have  sanctioned  the  pretension  that  all  off.ces  and 
their  powera  are  his!  Ha%e  the  expenditures  of  bis  ad- 
ministration  increased  and  grown  enormously  beyond 
all  example,  to  thirty  .eight  millions  from  fifteen  millions, 
without  a  cent  of  public  debt  to  be  paid?  We  are  tolJ 
ti»t  the  President  is  the  best  judge  of  the  wants  of  the 
country,  and  that  tbe  people  have  sanctioned  wastcFul 


and  profiigate  extravagance !  Have  thousands  and  bus- 
dreds  of  thousands  been  expended  on  east  rooou,  ui 
gravel  walks,  and  all  the  regaKa  of  a  palace  in  feet,  fcf 
a  republican  officer  in  formf  We  are  told  thsl  the  Pres. 
ident's  court  should  be  as  splendid  as  any  Ring'i,  inl 
that  the  people  have  aanetioned  royalty!  Hit  iheptl- 
ronage  of  the  Federal  Government  been  tremendouilr 
increased,  and  exerted  in  conflict  with  the  freedom  ^ 
elections?  We  are  toM  that  the  reign  of  the  Prcndcst 
should  be  perpetuated,  and  that  the  people  have  nsc- 
tioned  the  interference  of  office-holders  with  the  elec 
tive  firanchise!  Haa  tbe  currency  of  the  country  bees 
toully  deranged,  and  ia  there  danger  of  a  uniTemr  crsA 
in  trade  and  finance?  We  are  told  that  tbe  Presidenll 
golden  experiment  must  be  fully  tested  to  our  iKtrtt 
content,  and  that  the  people  have  sanciioneitfie  "in- 
verted pyramid"  of  local  bank  paper  rag*,  wlucblweil- 
ens  to  totter  over  our  heads!  Haa  <<  the  fine  theory  of 
a  republic  inaensibly  vanished,  and  made  w»y  for  ibe 
more  natural  and  substantial  feelings  of  a  jnonarchjr 
We  are  told  that  i^e  President  may  be  a  king  by  ihe 
will  of  tbe  people,  and  that  the  people  have  alresdjr 
eonaented  to  the  change !  Has  the  Presideot  been 
"  freed  from  the  restraint  of  civil  laws,  can  he  eomaua 
by  his  arbitrary  will  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  his  woj*^ 
and,"  finally,  "  has  he  disposed  of  tbe  empire,  m  of  ta 
private  patnmonr,"  by  nominatingandelecting  hisioc^ 
tori  We  «re  told  that  the  President  was  entitled  to  W 
right  of  election  as  well  as  other  men,  and  that  the  peo- 
ple have  aanetioned  and  aabmitted  to  hia  dictation! 

Sir.  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.   Let  no 
that  I  am  indulging  in  any  tirade  against  the  PraweW. 
or  that  I  am  venting  any  spleen  whatever.    No,  lir;  no- 
Par,  far  be  it  from  me  now,  now  when  it  is  too  bte,s 
ever  it  was  right  and  proper,  to  indulge  in  stronger  in«c- 
tive  against  a  Chief  Magistrate  than  Huih  and  pstrMtwB 
required.    He  of  whom  I  speak  ia,  I  deeply  regre^  not 
tying  on  the  couch  of  human  suffering,  the  lut,  1  w. 
from  what  I  am  told,  of  his  sufferings  in  tbisworW*; 
sorrow.    1  too  have  served  him  with  more  than  baU  tw 
zeal  1  ever  served  a  more  omnipotent  master.  He 
if  he  lives,  soon  retire  from  tlie  palace  of  pow^»» 
resign  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  of 
lion  into  other  hands,  which  nre  to  reign  alter  aw- 
God  grant,  sir.  that  his  retirement  may  be  that  pfoam 
and  calm  and  blessed  retirement  from  the  bsrssuogcva 
of  office,  which  belongs  to  wisdom,  virtue,  ""'"^ 
Bciousness  of  being  a  public  benefactor— seca  m  ™ 
illustrated  in  the  examplea  of  a  Washington  sad  a  wa^ 
son.    Hy  prayer  fervently  ii>,  titat  he  may  ye*'"*"^ 
at  his  beloved  Hermitage,  in  the  holy  retreat  of  to  o" 
private  sanctuary,  and  spend  the  decline  of 
solemn  reflections  upon  Ibe  scenes  and  events 
life,  most  actively  spent  in  deeds  big  with 

mtry  he  has  defended,  and  of  its  instlluUOM '  »»" 
ea  by  the  wisdom  of  sages,  and  consecrated  by  tM»w 
of  heroes."    May  be  lire  long  to  w'tK" <*Srt 


country  he  has  defended,  and  of  its  instlluUOM ' 
ed  by  the  wisdom  of  sages,  and  consecrated  by  tM»w 

of  heroes."    May  be  lire  long  to  *"f*"Srt 
his  errors,  if  errors  he  has  committed,  to  aokoo«ic»i 
and  repent  of  themi  and  in  like  manner  Io  «pW« 
blessings  of  his  administration,  if  of  any  bRW««P«  *" 
been  fruitful.    No,  air*  my  meaning  la  not  now 
demn  the  President,  but  to  defend  the  people. 
the  sole  object  of  Ihe  questions  I  have  put.  *  "T; 
mean  to  accuse  the  President  of  all  the« 
against  civil  liberty,  of  which  I  have  •*»«^"' fr.'i 
ty?   Nor  do  I  admit,  if  he  is  guilty  of  them.  tD» 
people  have  sanctioned  all  or  any  which  I  '"^j 
ated.    But,  air,  I  merely  state  the  ^e*' 
who  claim  to  hold  htm  in  keeping,  and  to  hoW  " 
power  after  bim,  claim  and  tell  us  tlwt  the  pc*P~^ 
yielded  every  thing  worth  preserving,  and  l**'**"^ 
ed  all  Ihese  enormities,  and  jmpre,  and  f 
tbetr  object  may  t^gjfj^jdawtti 
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■rw]  in  cbiminfT  that  the  people  bmve  tinctioned  and  ip- 
prored  them,  1  know  not,  unless  they  mean  bereaFter 
to  rely  upon  most  "unsafe  precedents!"  The  fwjt  U 
fthirmingly  so,  that  these  claims  are  now  set  up,  g^oing  *o 
Ur  as  to  asperse  the  people  whom  they  affect  so  much 
lo  reverence  with  approving  and  sanctioning  proscription, 
corruption,  arbitrary  power,  the  destruction  of  the 
elieeks  and  balances  or  the  aovemineDt»  profligate  ez> 
travagance  in  its  adminitlration,  executive  dictation,  roy. 
ally  itself,  and  a  caucus  succession  in  an  elective  monar- 
chy ^  In  advance,  1  warn  them  that  I  now  deny  the  fact 
that  the  people  have  sanctioned  or  approved  of  any  such 
□npardonable  sins  against  them  or  their  only  bulwarks  of 
•afeiy.  If  ibis  people  have  yielded  already  what  "the 
party"  claim,  they  would  have  yielded  all  for  which  tbclr 
btheri  foughtt  ami  those  fathers  wotild  riae.  if  the  mishty 
dead  could  rise,  from  their  very  graves  to  reproach  their 
debased  degeneracy,  and  their  croel  injustice  alike  to 
them  and  all  postenty. 

I  have  done  no  wrong  to  Jackson,  then,  as  all  candid 
minds  will  bear  me  witness;  1  hate  given  him  credit  for 

every  captive  he  has  brought  to  nome."-  At  the  same 
tiipe,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  he  has  not  committed  many 
grievous  errors.  For  many  of  them  I  can  well  account, 
though  I  cannot  pardon.  We  are  taught  in  history  that 
'*  susptc'tous  princes  often  promote  the  last  of  mankind, 
from  a  vain  persuasion  that  those  who  have  no  depend- 
ence, except  on  their  favor,  will  have  no  attachment, 
except  to  the  person  of  their  benefactor."  Thus  were 
the  Pcrennises  and  Cleanders  prompted  by  a  Comroodusi 
and  such  ministers  were  well  qualned  to  drive  from  the 
esteem  of  such  a  prince  the  "  faithful  counsellors  to 
whom  a  Marcus  liad  recommended  his  son.*'  The  one 
' '  a  servile  and  ambitious  minister,  who  bad  ubulned  his 
post  by  the  murder  of  his  predecessor,  but  who  possess- 
ed a  considerable  share  of  vigor  and  abilityi"  the  other 
"  was  a  Phrygian  by  birth,  of  a  nation  over  whose  stub- 
born but  servile  temper  blows  only  could  prevail.  He 
bad  been  sent  from  his  native  counliy  to  Rome  in  the 
capacity  of  a  slave.  As  a  dave  he  entered  the  imperial 
palace*  rendered  himself  useful  to  his  master's  passions, 
and  rapidly  ascended  to  the  most  exalted  station  which  a 
subject  could  enjoy.  His  influence  over  the  mind  of 
Commodus  was  much  greater  than  that  of  his  predeces- 
sor. Avarice  was  the  reigning  passion  of  his  soul,  and 
the  great  principle  of  his  administration.  The  rank  of 
consul,  of  patrician,  of  senator,  was  exposed  to  public 
•ale.  In  the  lucrative  provincial  employments  the  min- 
ister shared  with  the  governor  the  spoils  of  the  people. 
The  execution  of  the  laws  was  venal  and  arbitrary." 

Is  it  ilstonisbing  that,  with  ministers  like  those  of  Com- 
modus, tempted  as  they  were  by  the  public  money  in 
deposite,  and  by  the  vast  public  domain  of  this  nation, 
stretching  over  rivers  and  lakes,  and  prairies  of  un- 
bounded ex'ent  and  inexhaustible  fertility,  Jackson  was 
duped,  and  the  public  deposites  were  removed  within 
reach  of  Perenuis  and  Cleander?  Again,  sir,  an  incident 
in  the  history  of  this  same  Emperor,  very  aimilar  to  the 
»ne  ill  the  history  of  our  own  Prcaident,  accounts  for  bis 
hostility  to  the  Roman  Senate:  "One  evening,  as  the 
Emperor  was  returning  to  the  palace  through  a  dark 
and  narrow  portico  in  the  amphitheatre,  an  assassin, 
who  waited  his  passage,  rushed  upon  him  with  a  drawn 
sword,  loudly  exclaiming,  •  The  Senate  sends  you  this.' 
The  eonspiraqr  lyas  proved  to  have  been  formed  not  in 
the  Senate,  but  within  the  walls  of  the  palace."  But 
**  the  words  of  the  assauin  sunk  deep  into  the  mind  of 
Commodus,  and  left  an  indelible  impressi'jn  of  (ear  and 
hatred  against  the  whole  body  uf  the  Senate.  The  De- 
latorn,  a  race  of  men  discouraged,  and  almost  extinguish- 
ed under  the  foriner  reigns,  again  became  formiduble  as 
.Koo  as  they  discovered  that  ihe  li^roperor  was  dosiroui 
of  Anding  diSAiTectton  and  treason  in  the  Senate."  Sir, 


we  all  know  that  in  the  snapping  of  a  percussion  cap 
the  President  heard  distinctly  the  wordtr,  "Tbt  Senate 
sends  you  this" — that  that  detestable  race  of  men  called 
Delators  were  ready  to  swear  Oiat  the  conspiracy  was 
formed  in  the  Senatet  and,  if  there  was  not  a  better  rea- 
son, perhaps  to  Ihe  act  of  a  madman  now  confined  in 
prison  might  be  ascribed  the  Fre«dent's  past  hostility  to 
tbe  Senate.  But  there  ia  a  better  reason.  "  By  declar- 
ing themselves  the  protectors  of  the  people,  Maritn  and 
Cxsar  subverted  the  constitution  of  their  country." 
And,  perhaps,  in  tbe  histories  of  Marius  and  Cssar,  our 
modern  Cleanders  lesmed  that  an  *<  bumble  and  dis- 
armed" Senate  Is  always  *«  found  a  tracUble  and  useful 
instrument  of  dominion." 

In  a  eertvn  event,  if  the  election  of  President  had  ftil- 
ed  in  this  House,  an  **  humbled  and  disamied  Senate** 
might  have  been  found — a  "tractable  and  uBcful  instru- 
ment," indeed,  to  elect  an  Elagabalus^  under  whom 
another  Hierocles  might  have  enjoyed  the  honor  of  being 
"  empress,  husband]"  and^under  whom  "  a  danoer  might 
have  been  made  praefect  of  the  city,  a  charioteer  prxfect 
of  the  watch,  a  barber  prxfect  of  tbe  provisions,"  and 
all  "recommended  as  fit  officers— enornM/oM  membr<h 
rum/"  Sir,  1  ndght  raiimemte  numberlcBs  such  excuses 
for  numberleas  such  errors  of  the  Prerident,  or  rather  of 
Ihe  President's  ministers.  But  enough  has  been  said;  and  I 
mean  not  to  condemn  or  accuse  him,  I  repeat,  but  to  dcr 
fend  the  people  whom  "the  party"accuse  and  condemn. 

If  it  be  true,  as  we  are  told,  and  I  do  not  say  it  is  not 
true,  that  the  President  has  made  and  unmade  men  in 
office,  has  proscribed  the  faithful,  has  corrupted  the 
pure,  has  bumbled  and  disarmed  the  Senate,  has  made 
the  House  of  Repreaentatives  aenrik  and  dependent,  baa 
seized  and  squaiidered  the  public  money,  hu  deranged 
Ihe  currency  and  endangered  every  man's  QState,  has 
controlled  elections,  has  assumed  royal  prerogatives, 
made  himself  a  king  and  a  king  his  successurt  and  if  it 
be  also  true,  which  I  utterly  deny,  that  the  people  have 
sanctioned  all  this  exercise  of  absolute  power,  I  ask  gen- 
tlemen of  all  parUes^  those  even  who  cliain  to  be  the  ex- 
elusive  keepers  of  the  king's  conscience,  if  this  does  not 
prove  one  virtue — the  virtue  of  constancy,  at  least,  in 
the  people?  Have  they  not  been  ctmstsnt  and  confiding 
beyond  measure  in  their  attachment  to  him?  Has  their 
fault  not  been  in  too  much  confidence  and  coostancy.' 

If  what  they  say  be  ttue,  and  it  is  a  main  argument 
with  them,  that  "the  voice  of  the  people  is  the  voice  of 
Godt"  that  whatever  Jackson  has  done  they  bave  sanc- 
tioned; that  he  spake,  andtbey  willed  it|  that  he  vetoed, 
and  they  voted  with  himi  that  be  dictated,  and  they 
obeyed;  is  this  not  proof  positive  that  their  affections 
and  their  voices  have  ever  sustained,  liave  ever  anima- 
ted, have  ever  indulged,  have  ever  justified  and  excused 
him?  Such  unexampled  confidence,  such  unexampled 
constancy,  such  unexampled  attachment  and  affection, 
were  never  witnessed  before  in  any  people  towards  any 
ruler)  and  1  put  it  to  the  candor  and  sense  of  justice  of 
all  men  to  say,  whether  what  the  people  bave  yielded  to 
their  favorite  has  not  been  more,  trebly  more,  than  re- 
ward enough  for  all  his  services  and  sacrifices,  however 
great?  Admitting  the  debt  of  Ibeir  gratitude  to  him  to 
liave  been  ever  so  great,  I  ask  if  the  debt  has  not  been 
more  than  paid?  Whether  the  President  does  not  now 
owe  more  than  he  can  ever  pay  to  a  generous  people, 
who  have  eonfidii^ly,  to  a  criminal  degree,  lotrtiated 
him  with  their  all—tlieir  honors,  their  rights,  their  liber- 
ties, their  sovereign  power?  Sir,  whst  can  one  aged 
man,  fast  hurrying  to  the  grave,  pay  to  a  people  in  con- 
siiierallon  of  what  all  the  treasures  of  earth,  and  all  Ihe 
blood  of  them  and  their  children,  may  not  buy?  Noth- 
ing! Nothing!  Yes,  yes  there  is  one  boon,  one  sacred 
IrfT^cy,  of  inestimable  value,  which,  in  parting  from 
them  and  the  world,  he  might  have  left  tbea^^Hc  might 
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hare  leA  them  the  tej^cy  of  a  patriol's  «<lrice.  He 
might  have  left  them  the  truth,  and  lolemiily  imprinted 
it  upon  their  mind*  and  memories  forever,  that  "they 
bad  trusted  bim  too  much,"  and  h'n  advice  to  them, 
■*  never,  never  in  their  hiatory*  to  trust  another  man  ai 
they  had  truated  him,*'  and  he  mi^^ht  have  returned  to 
them  their  trust,  and  have  restored  them  to  their  lensea. 
Thia,  and  this  only,  would  have  repaid  them.  It  would 
have  rcalored  to  thism  what  haa  been  taken  from  them, 
Irhich  alime  can  eompenute  for  itaelf. 

The  laat  menage  of  aueh  a  Prendent  to  Mcb  a  people 
■hould  hftve  been  the  &rcweU"  of  a  fiither  to  bia  chil- 
drea.  It  tbould  have  been  deep  in  wisdom,  profound  in 
iti  philoioplqr,  hallowed  in  ita  lenont  of  virtue,  calm  in 
ita  tone  and  temper  of  reaaon,  eloquent  in  ita  appeala, 
Wblime  in  ita  Rioral,  and  pawionite  only  in  iti  fervent 
affection.  It  ahould  have  been. the  legacy  of  Augualus 
to  hii  nieceBaors,  the  "  larewell"  addreu  of  Wuliuigton 
to  his  countrymen! 

But  this  is  the  last  annual  message  of  Andrew  Jack- 
son! !  woiildt  for  him  and  his  country,  that  it  was  any 
thing  but  what  it  is.  And  why  is  it  what  it  is?  Gentle- 
men will  pardon  ine — I  mean  nothing  disrespectful  to  the 
President — when  I  say  they  know  it  is  due  to  candor  and 
truth  to  aay — it  is  what  it  is,  because  it  is  not  the  message 
at  all  of  Andrew  Jackson!  They  know  that,  immediate- 
ly upon  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
the  President  ami  bis  prime  ministers  were  dispersed 
from  tbeir  duties  at  the  scat  of  Government',  ana  from 
the  cares  of  public  business,  on  their  respective  missions 
to  the  States  of  this  Union.  He  of  State  bme  despatches 
to  Georgia,  and  "the  Old  Chief  himself*'  was  lugged 
eloof  through  Western  Vir^nia,  over 

"  BuU  and  ridges, 
And  bridges 
Made  of  planks 
In  open  ranks," 

to  Tennessee  and  Alabama.  It  is  a  pity,  sir,  that  more 
of  the  people  bad  not  witnessed  the  executive  election* 
eering  tcnin  for  then,  perhaps,  more  of  the  States  would 
bsve  followed  the  example  of  Georgia  and  Tennessee, 
neither  of  which  could  be  seduced  or  intimidated  into 
the  support  of  "the  msn^' — a  Tennessee  toast  said, 
*'  the  do^"— as  well  as  "  the  nuster."  I  am  told  that 
they  carried  him  about  like  a  Hon  for^ow,  and  made 
bim  roar  like  a  lion.  They  had  catechisms  prepared  for 
him,  and  the  negotiations  of  the  mission  were  conducted 
by  preconcerted  questions  and  answers.  A  crowd  would 
collect — on  the  highway  or  in  the  bar-rooms,  no  matter 
which — and  some  "village  politician"  of  "the  party" 
would  inquire—"  What  think  you,  General,  of  auch  a 
man?"  In  a  k.ud  lone,  much  too  atenlorian  for  those 
lungs  which  are  now  lacerated,  the  answer  rung--"  He 
'»  a  traitor,  sir."  "There,  there!"  repeated  the  dema- 
gogues to  the  crowd — "did  you  not  hear  that?"  "  What 
think  you  of  another.  General?**  "He  is  a  liar,  sir!" 
"  What  of  another?'*  <•  He  is  a  black-cockade  federal- 
ist!" Of  another?  "  He  made  a  speech  for  which  lie 
paid  some  stenographer  five  dollars!"  And  another 
was—"  Of  no  account — no  account,  sir,  and  ought  to  be 
sent  home  to  have  bis  place  supplied  by  a  more  efficient 
man^"  and  another  was— "Upon  the  fence,  sir— upon 
the  fence!"  "But,  General,  what  think  you  or— Mr. 
(the  first  time  Reuben  was  ever  called  mister!)  Heuben 
M.  Whitney?"  "There  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint 
against  Mr.  Whitney,  sirj  he  is  as  true  a  patriot  as  ever 
was{  they  are  all  liars  who  accuse  him  of  aught  wrong, 
and  the  official  documents  prove  them  to  be  so!"  All 
the  while  ibcHe  respcHises  were  repeated  by  the  deacons 
of  the  service,  and  the  people  were  called  to  give  heed 
to  them.  Those  who  saw  the  farce  and  the  frauds  did 
heed  them,  wr~did  heed  them. 

My  friend  [Mr.  Pittov]  told  tbem  that  thry  would 


kill  him  I  that  there  was  too  much  travel  and  btiguet  too 
much  standing  and  talkinift  too  much  bustle  and  *zcile* 
ment  for  a  weak  and  infirm  old  man  to  bear.  Bot  still 
tbey  showed  him  about,  in  the  beat  of  summer,  aid 
they  made  htm  roar,  until  be  frightened  the  people^  vbo 
at  last  b^n  to  apprehetid  be  WH  a  lion  come  to  defour 
their  freedom  of  elections,  and  all  else  they  vahied  m 
dear.  Defeated  in  his  mMon,  he  at  length  beesoM^ 
gusted  himself,  chagrined,  and  mortified.  He  reuiracd 
to  Washington  thrmigh  Ohio,  and,  by  the  Giqpaodotte 
route,  through  Virginia  again,  ud  baa  beea  rick  and 
dialled  ever  since.  The  Ion  of- Tennessee,  partteulHlr 
the  Hermitage,  excited  him  still  more,  and  thia  rsnewed 
excitement  may  have  caused  that  hem(Krh^e  at  the 
lungs  which  has  been  pouring  oat  the  current  of  hit  lile. 
At  no  moment  unce  hia  return  haa  he  been  able  to  erite 
or  dictate  a  message.  There,  he  has  been  lying,  hU 
were,  a  dead  lion,  who  could  not  even  "  shake  tiie  dcv 
drop  from  his  mane,"  and  hia  couch  of  infirmity  bu  beea 
haunted  by  the  Pereniuses  and  Cleanders<rf  his  pahce 
as  by  vampyres.  lo  their  hands  has  he  MiMti  «m  it  ii 
because  tbis  '!  last  annual  meMnge"  comes  to  oi  and  ths 
r^ountry  reeking  with  the  fumes  of  tbe  kitdien  calHBCt 
that  it  is  what  it  is! 

What  is  it  ?   The  worst  as  well  as  the  hut  annual  ■» 
sage  which  Andrew  Jackson  even  ever  wrote — I  bad 
like  to  have  said,  ever  sent  to  both  Houses  of  Congtm 
Its  vanity  and  egotism — its  profane  hypocrisy  and  iwcM 
mockery  of  the  good  man's  suppllMions  to  the  SupNM 
Ruler  of  the  Universe — ita  aopbbtical  nonsense,  sho*ii( 
its  duplicity  to  a  foreign  Power,  and  concealing  its  rcsl 
policy  from  ourselves — its  low,  ad  captandum  argunKatih 
addressed  to  all  tbe  prejudices  of  ignorance  and  psMO^ 
to  justify  the  most  shameless  attacks  upon  tbe  ctirrea^ 
for  tbe  vile  purposes  of  licensed  depredators  on  the 
public  Unde— its  glaring  ftlaehoods  as  to  the 
portent  ftcts  of  trade,  currency,  banks  of  deponte,  end 
finance— ita  electioneering,  continually  harpii^  apostii 
institution  dead  in  fact,  and  thrice  woundeduncedesd^ 
its  oft-repeated  homily  against  one  good  hank,  and  iu 
unbluahing  recommendation,  in  the  same  breatb,  n 
nearly  half  one  hundred  bad  and  irresponnble  bank*" 
ita  disingenuous  attempts  to  reconcile  glaring  iseoMis- 
tenctes  of  the  Preaident  on  the  deposite  and  diatribotiM 
measures— its  pitiful  apologies  for  the  disgrsca  of  cP 
arms  by  Ooeola^ts  bold  recommendation  of  an  invesie 
of  the  sunding  army — its  unjust  attempt  tocasteenivfi 
due  to  the  errors  and  blundera  of  the  adminiHratioii  it- 
self, upon  the  shoulders  of  an  innocent  State  offieefi 
and  then  calling  for  an  appropriation  to  repsir  these 
same  errors,  which  it  says  are  not  those  of  this  GoRfs- 
ment — its  falae  cbum  of  a  national  poli^,  founded  » 
humanity  towards  the  Indians—ita  reiterated  ^essilicsl 
recommendation  of  an  amendment  of  the  consUhilissst 
to  the  election  of  President,  which  was  never  Mast  to 
be  carried  into  efiect  by  "the  party,"  or  to  be  «T 
thing  more  than  a  topic  with  which  lo  |H«judtoe  the 
people's  minds  against  an  election  by  the  Bowe^ 
impudent  boast  of  the  intelligence  and  patrioliiKiif  the 
successor,   whom  executive  patronage  and  dieWiM 
have  succeeded  in  eleffling— jts  ahallow  pidilicil  ecMW- 
my— iu  demagoguism— its  arts  (if  vile  deeepfioain 
humbuggery— its  rankling  venom  of  party  spirit-*' 
miserable  rhetoric,  sinking  below  eritieiEnt~ilB  gw«^ 
ling  moral  sentiment — its  total  want  of  all  "S^^*^^ 
or  advice,  and  of  all  pathos  and  feeling — arealtc^nilRd 
only  by  its  false  ceriilicaie  in  chief  to  "  the  P'wp*^ 
condition  of  all  the  various  executive  departateMt^ 
"the  ability  and  integrity"  with  which  they  have s^ 
conducted,  and  to  the  fact  of  the  President's  bei" 
"that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  tivmajV^ 
ler,  at  the  manner  in  which  tixy  heve  AillUcd  Ibt*** 
Jects  of  tbeir  creatifl^^'^zed  by  GOOg  IC 
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Nov,  Bir,  complaintfl  have  been  loudly  nikde  from 
Tirioui  quarters,  in  this  Hotise  and  by  the  prew),  by  re- 
ponaible  personsr-As  to  (he  condition  of  most  of  the  ex- 
ecutive departmeniB,  and  aa  to  the  want  of  ability  and 
integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conductedt  and  in- 
Ve9ttg«(ione  by  ua  of  the  truth  or  fthehood.  Justice  or 
injustice,  of  tliese  complainiB,  have  heretofore  been 
doggedly  and  repeatedly  refused.  "The  party"  were 
content  with  the  mere  affirmation  by  the  President  to 
the  crowd  of  their  innocence  and  purity,  when  he  knew 
no  more  about  their  guilt  lhan  he  knew  of  the  facta  of  a 
certain  event  in  thia  Capites  last  winter,  of  which  you 
and  I,  Hr.  Chairman,  knew  all,  and  more  than  we  want- 
ed to  know;  about  which,  if  the  Tennessee  papers  are  to 
be  believed,  the  Preudent  bai  given  another  certifiotte, 
though  he  wu  more  lhan  a  mile  dF,  and  there  were  at 
least  seven  Athoma  of  bricks  and  mortar  and  atone  be* 
tween  him  and  (he  place  of  the  occurrence.  Thejr  have 
made  him  a  witness  in  both  caaes,  where  it  was  impos* 
aible  for  bim  to  be  a  wilnesst  and  in  giving  his  testimony 
be  has  been  compelled  (o  resort  to  his  "  imagination  for 
his  facta.'*  I  cared  nothing  about  the  eertifieatea  of  the 
Prewdent,  ao  long  aa  (hey  abided  in  (he  ephemeral  form 
of  heated  partisan  declarations  along  the  public  roads. 
Or  so  long  as  they  were  read  from  (he  atump  merely,  a 
thousand  miles  off.  But,  sir,  thia  "certificate  in  chief" 
i*  no  longer  a  mere  tavern  ipse  dixit  on  the  highway, 
but  it  is  to  be  filed  in  the  archives  of  this  Government, 
as  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  "  last  annual  message"  of  the 
Greatest  and  Best!  Perennis  and  Oleander  have  certi- 
6ed  to  their  own  good  behaviour,  innocence,  and  purity^ 
luve  incorporated  their  certificate  in  the  **laBt  annual 
nesaage,"  aod  have  affixed  to  it  the  official  sign  manual 
of  Andrew  Jackson! 

Is  (his  certificate  true?  I  put  i(  to  gentlemen  if  it  be 
not  true,  whether  injustice  has  not  been  done  to  Andrew 
Jackson,  to  those  who  have  uttered  just  complaints,  and 
to  the  public  aerviee,  by  this  aadaciooa  forged  self^ae- 
quittaW 

If  U  true  or  fake,  that  the  various  executive  depart- 
nenta  have  been  conducted  with  abilitjr  and  integrity, 
•nd  that  they  are  in  a  prosperous  condition?  That  is 
the  issue.  How  is  it  to  be  tried.'  Will  gentlemen  tell 
me  that  the  President  has  tried  the  issue  slready,  and 
that  (hey  are  content  with  his  certificate  in  form.'  Sir,  I 
begin  this  session  as  I  ended  the  last  session,  by  asking 
the  opportunity  and  power,  and  by  claiming  tlie  right  of 
an  investi^tion  by  a  cominittee,  an  efficient,  able,  and 
ftir  committee,  with  full  powers  to  eviscerate  the  truth. 
The  truth  is  all  I  desire.  I  make  no  accusations,  no 
complaints,  except  of  the  denial  of  investigation. 

If  all  have  been  conducted  with  ability  and  integrity, 
the  departments  have  nothing  to  fear,  and  investigation 
may  do  grreat  good.  Ifit  does  not  find  and  expose  past 
fraud  ana  corruption,  it  may  prevent  much  evil  bere- 
mfter,  by  the  fear  of  scrutiny.  I  do  aineerelvj  from  the 
best  of  motives,  earnestly  desire  to  aee  (he  doors  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  of  the  land  offices,  of  tbe  Indian 
bureau,  and  of  other  departments  and  offices,  thrown 
open  to  full  and  fair  investigation.  We  then  can  have 
the  facts,  of  which  to  judge  for  oursefves,  and  on  which 
to  m>ke  up  our  own  verdict.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  grand 
inquest  to  find  or  ignore  a  bill  for  itself,  and  of  the  ventre 
to  try  the  isaue  and  find  a  verdict  for  itself.  No  judge, 
much  more  no  party,  shall  find  a  bill,  true  or  false,  or 
render  a  verdict  for  them.  Cleanse  the  Augean  stables, 
any  I;  and  I  aay  more.  The  Namldian  king,  when  he 
was  carried  a  captive  to  Rome,  and  aaw  the  corruptions 
of  her  citizens,  returned  from  the  ci(y  with  contempt, 
and  said,  "  Give  me  wealth,  and  I  will  buy  up  the  whole 
republic."  Fanny  Wright,  I  believe,  u(tered  a  truth, 
that  whenever  you  see  two  men  talking  together,  there 
are  ten  chances  to  one  they  are  talking  on  one  of  three 


subjects — "trade,  politics,  or  relijrion."  The  three 
suBjects  have,  since  she  wrote  the  remark,  entirely  amal- 
gamated into  two.  Trade  and  politics  have  now  be* 
come  one.  Some  of  the  priests,  I  am  told,  are  offering 
to  join  the  union,  and  mammon  ia  (he  god  of  this  day's 
worship.    Trade,  sir,  trade  swallows  up  every  thingi 

Tell  me'  not  this  is  tbe  short  session.  Investigation 
was  refused  last  winter,  vben  the  sets  km  was  long.  I 
know,  air,  that  thia  is  an  inauspicious  p«iod,  perbapib 
to  expect  gentkmen  to  look  back  at  the  past,  or  to 
pause  a  moment  on  the  present.  I  know  that  every  eye 
is  turned,  and  every  mind  of  gentlemen  is  bent  towards 
the  future.  "  Coming  events,  which  cast  their  shadows 
before,"  are  much  more  dazzling  to  their  hopes  and 
fancies  than  painful  trutha  of  the  put  oifthe  present  are 
to  their  memories  or  their  wills.  They  know,  sir,  that 
some  of  the  swarm  of  "  conservativea"  which  are  now 
fat  and  full  of  (he  blood  of  the  Treasury,  must  be  driven 
off  for  some  of  the  lank  and  hungry  "looofoco"  files, 
who  are  voraeiously  eager  to  light  upon  this  poor  body 
politic  of  ours.  All  things  may  not  become  new,  but 
there  must  be  some  chanffes;  and  for  every  change  there 
will  be  a  chance  for  some  impatient  expectant.  I  know 
that  General  Jackson  has  been  made  to  say,  in  this  **  last 
annual  message,"  "  He  that  cometh  afUr  me  ismightier 
than  I("  but  he  has  not  been  made  to  add—"  Whose 
fan  is  in  his  hand,  and  he  will  thoroughly  purge  bis 
floor."  Sir,  lest  he  may  not  purge  hia  floor,  I  wish  it  to 
be  swept  clean  for  him  before  he  comes  in,  so  that  Jack- 
son  may  not  be  blamed  after  he  is  gone. 

Certain  it  is  I  cannot  anticipate;  time  must  develop 
•  the  course  and  tbe  policy  of  the  coming  administration. 
And  let  no  one  accuse  me  of  commencin|f  an  attack 
upon  it  in  kdvance.  No,  sin  so  far  from  it,  though  I 
hold  Mr.  Van  Buren  responBible  for  most  mischief  that 
baa  been  done,  and  most  that  is  now  doing;  though  he 
has  been  the  caucus  candidate  for  the  presidency,  and 
was  (he  nominated  succeBsor;  though  he  is  elected  by 
executive  patronage,  corruption,  and  dictation;  though 
he  succeeda  at  (he  expense  of  the  elective  francbisci 
though  he  is  a  minority  Prendent,  and  has  promised  to 
follow  generally  in  the  footsteps  of  this  kitchen<abTnet 
adminislratiun:  yet,  if  he|bravely  dares  lo  falsify  that 
promise,  "more  honored  in  the  breach  than  in  the  ob- 
servance," if  he  will  kick  away  the  base  ladders  by  which 
he  has  climbed  to  the  height  of  his  ambition,  if  he  will 
now  leave  Falstaff  where  he  found  him,  and  array  around 
him  the  wisdom,  intelligence,  and  virtue  of  the  country, 
and  base  his  administration  on  a  aoond,  elevated,  and 
enlightened  policy,  free  from  corruption,  and  purely 
patriotic,  uncontaminated  by  party,  I  will  pledge  my 
humble  support  to  his  measures;  though  1  never  can 
support  the  man,  or  pardon  the  past  examples  he  baa 
set.  And  why  cannot  I  support  the  man  whilat  I  ap- 
prove his  measures?  .  For  the  very  reason  that  he  has 
not  " entered  in  at  the  straight  gate.**  I  ahall  alaraya  es- 
chew the  example  which  haa  been  set  In  1836,  as  I  did 
that  of  1835,  in  the  election  of  president  of  these  Uni- 
ted States.  The  one  example  has  been  rebuked  with  a 
vengeance — (he  other  will  not  be  forgiven  by  me. 

Sir,  in  this  contest,  one  great  battle  only  has  been 
fought  between  power  and  the  people.  The  result  is 
known.  Tbe  conflict  was  not  decisive,  and  must,  as  long 
aa  (here  ia  an  honest  heart  to  hope  for  freedom — shall  go 
on  until  constitutional  liberty,  law,  (he  independence  of 
(he  people  and  their  representatives,  honesty,  truth,  and 
justice,  are  Iriumphsnt,  or  all  are  fettered  in  a  despot's 
chains!  Defeated,  but  not  conquered;  checked  by  the 
prxtonan  bands  of  patronage,  but  not  arrested  in  their 
onward  march,  the  patriot  army  is  not  discouraged  or 
dismayed;  amitten,  but  not  struck  down;  the  flag  of  the 
country  is  still  flying!  Defeat  may  drive  aome,  tbe  cra- 
ven or  the  cormorant  of  spoils,  from  the  st^^dard  of  the 
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true  iind  the  br«re;  but  lo  the  firm  and  proud  spirits  of 
tbe  patriot  band  I  would  say,  <*  Who  shall  separate  us 
from  the  lore  of  country?"  Shall  defeat?  Another  auch 
defeat  will  be  a  glorious  victory!  In  tbU  **  we  ire  more 
tbui  conquerors,"  for  1  am  persuaded  that  neither  oF- 
fieet  nor  bribe,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor 
things  present,  nor  things  to  come,  shall  be  able  to  sep> 
arate  us  from  (he  love  of  our  country,  its  laws,  and  its 
liberties!  God  only  knows  in  whose  name  this  victory 
shall  be  achieved)  it  matters  noti  but  this  I  know,  be  he 
who  he  may,  bis  cause  will  be  consecrated  by  the  toils, 
tbe  prayers,  tbe  sacriiiceSi  and  tbe  hopes,  of  the  unsub- 
dued and  unterrified  freeman.  No,  itrt  let  oo  man  de- 
f  pair  of  the  republic.  The  Rght  is  not  yet  ended.  The 
people  are  not  yet  vanquished.  Their  hosts  are  with- 
drawn only  for  the  moment,  to  recruit  their  fbrces  and 
to  repair  their  broken  weapons.  Tbe  weapons  of  our 
warl«re  are  the  weapons  of  truth.  It  shall  be  my  duty 
to  assist  In  pointing  anew  its  spears  and  its  lances. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was  then  taken  with- 
out further  deba'e,  and  carried:  Ayes  86,  noes  78. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARPER,  tlie  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  resolutions  to  tbe  House. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  EYBRETT,  tbe  tame  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tbe  House  then  adjourned. 

Wkdmsoat,  Dkcixbkr  14. 
THE  PRESIDENT'S  HRS8AGB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LOYALL,  tbe  House  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  reported  yesterday 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  referring  the  various  portions  of  the  President's 
message  to  the  appropriate  eommiilees;  which  resolu- 
tions are  as  follows,  viz: 

1.  Retoived,  That  w  much  of  the  President's  message 
as  relates  to  the  political  relations  of  the  United  States 
with  foreign  nations  be  referred  lo  the  Committee  oo 
Foreign  Aflairs. 

3.  Reaolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  foreign 
nations  and  their  dependencies  be  referred  to  ihe  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

3.  Reaohed,  That  so  much  uf  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  finances  and  every  thing  connected  there- 
with, Ihe  safe  keeping  of  the  public  money  and  every 
thing  connected  therewith,  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  including  the  stock  in  that  institution,  be  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

4.  Reaolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re* 
lates  to  the  public  lands,  and  all  things  connected  there- 
with, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  I^nds. 

5.  Jimlved,  That  to  much  of  said  message  as  relatea 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  public 
Interesli  intrusted  to  the  War  Department,  except  so 
much  thereof  as  relates  to  Indian~elfairs,  be  referred  to 
tbe  CommiUlee  on  Military  Afi'airs. 

6.  Retoived,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  militia  of  the  United  States  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

7.  Reaohed,  That  so  much  of  the  aaid  metnge  u  re- 
lates  to  tbe  Indian  tribes,  except  what  relates  (o  the  taking 
the  property  of  individuals  fur  public  use,  and  the  relief 
of  sufferers  by  Indian  depredations,  or  by  the  operations 
of  our  own  troops  in  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Georgia,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  ■ 

8.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  re- 
lates to  tbe  tsking  the  property  of  individuals  for  public 
use,  and  the  relief  of  suflerera  by  Indian  depredations, 
or  by  the  operations  of  our  own  troops  in  Florida,  Ala- 
bama, and  Georgia,  be  ^ferred  to  the  Committee  of 
XIaima. 


9.  Retoived,  That  ao  much  of  tbe  aaid  message  u  re- 
lates to  the  report  of  the  Secrelsry  of  the  Navy,  and  tbe 
public  interests  intrusted  to  tbe  Navy  Department,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  NaTal  Afiain. 

10.  Reaoktit  That  so  much  of  the  said  meinge  u  re- 
latea to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  the  con- 
dition and  operations  of  the  Post  OificeDepartment,Bnd 
every  thing  connected  therewith,  be  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roada. 

11.  Retoived,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  si  r» 
lates  to  the  "  survey  of  the  coast,  and  tbe  mtnuftdiiie 
of  a  standard  of  weights  and  measure^"  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

13.  Reiohedt  That  so  much  of  tbe  said  mess^e  u  re- 
lates to  amending  the  constitution  of  the  United  Staler  lo- 
gelber  with  all  propositions  and  resolutions  Bubiai\ted  at 
the  last  and  present  sessions  of  Congress,  propoMg 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  be  referred  to  a  •elect 
committee,  to  be  composed  of  nine  menUiers. 

15.  Retoived,  That  so  much  of  tbe  said  message  tsr^ 
lates  *■  to  ibe  want  of  uniformity  in  (he  laws  of  Ihe  Do* 
triet  of  Columbia,**  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  Ike 
District  ofColumbis. 

14.  Retoived,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  memge 
as  relates  to  such  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers  "u 
presented  themselves  at  the  place  of  rendexvous  in  Ten- 
nessee," and  were  not  mustered  into  service,  but  reject- 
ed, be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Claims. 

15.  Reitflved,  Thatso mucbof  tbePreHdent'smeinKe 
as  relates  to  the  "condition  of  the  various  executive 
departments,  the  ability  and  ititegriiy  with  which  Ihty 
have  been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  raithful  discharge 
of  the  public  business  in  all  uf  them,  and  tbe  causes  o> 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  msnner  in  wbicn 
they  have  fulfilkd  the  objects  of  their  creation,'\be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  meinbef% 
with  power  lo  tend  for  persons  and  papers,  and  wilh  in* 
atruetions  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the 
executive  departments,  tbe  abilily  and  integrity  viia 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  into  Ihe  manner  in 
which  tbe  public  business. bas  been  discharged  in  ill 
of  them,  and  into  all  causes  of  complain*,  from  aliyquu^ 
ter,  at  the  manner  in  which  aaid  drpartments,  or  their 
bureaus  or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of 
every  description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  m«- 
nected  with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unoflicuJly| 
in  duties  pertaining  lo  the  public  interest,  have  fulfiHea 
or  failed  to  accompli^  Ihe  objects  of  their  creation,^ 
have  violated  their  dulie%  or  have' injured  and  impiirw 
the  public  service  and  interest  i  and  that  said  commiitee, 
in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  such  periods  of  »• 
Ihem  may  seem  expedient  and  proper. 

Mr.  A.  MANN  moved  that  the  resolutions  beWW 
and  that  the  queation  be  taken  conjointly  on  """^^Sl 
except  such  as  might  be  excepted  to  by  any  mewien 
which  motion  prevailed. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  and  tbe  House  con- 
curred wilh  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  stale  « 
of  the  Union,  except  those  numbered  3,  12,  a«I  l^j 
which  were  excepted,  on  Ihe  suggestion  of  difiereM 
members. 

Tbe  third  resolution,  being  one  of  those  thus  excqx* 
ed,  was  read,  as  followst 

3.  Retoived,  That  so  much  of  the  said  messsge  urt- 
lates  to  the  finances  and  every  thing  connected  ibeK- 
with,  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  moneys  ■'w^TfJ 
thing  connected  therewith,  and  the  Bank  of  Ihe  vvM 
Stales,  including  the  stock  in  that  institution,  be  n*^ 
red  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  amend  this  reaolutiofl  b]r» 
seriing  af^er  Ihe  words  "  as  relates  lo  the  flewMW'* 
every  thbg  connected  tHerewiilfi^  the 
10  much  thereof  u  rd^tisMtMnLpm^vLV***""^ 
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CTery  Ibinr  connected  therewith,"  and  then  to  add  to 
the  end  of  the  reiolution  the  rollowinir  worda:  **  Re- 
Bolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  meaaage  aa  relatea  to 

the  protectire  duliea,  and  every  thing  connected  (here* 
vilh,  be  referred  (o  the  Committee  on  Hanufacturti." 

Mr.  A.  said  he  did  not  know  that  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  state  his  reasons  for  proposing  this 
amendment  He  should  imagine  that  they  would  strike 
the  mind  of  every  member  of  the  House.  For  several 
years  past,  it  had  been  the  practice  or  the  House  to  ap- 
point a  Committee  on  Manufactures,  as  one  of  the  stand- 
ing  committees  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of  super- 
vising wbatmiglit  be  considered  one  of  the  great  interests 
of  the  country.  To  that  committee,  heretofore,  ever  since 
its  appointment,  had  been  referred  those  parts  which 
referred  to  that  great  interest.  It  was  indeed  a  remark- 
Able  cireumatance  to  him,  that,  in  the  whole  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  h«  (Mr.  A.)  could 
not  discoverany  direct  reference  to  that  interest  by  name. 
Upon  the  perusal  which  he  had  given  to  it,  he  could  not 
even  find  the  name  introduced)  and  it  was  probably  for 
that  reason  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
I>oxALi.,]  in  dissecting  the  message,  in  its  various  parts, 
for  reference,  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  inlroduce 
a  resolution  to  refer  any  portion  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures.  But  when  the  m^asage  waa  considered 
in  ita  general  tenor  and  purport,  and  particularly  that 
portion  of  It  which  related  to  the  finance^  to  the  de- 
posite  hill,  to  the  distribuTion  of  the  ezceas  of  revenue 
in  the  Treaaury  of  the  United  States,  and  to  (be  revenue 
altogether,  there  could  not  be  found  one  sentence  which 
bore  in  the  most  remote  manner  upon  the  great  intereat 
of  manufactures. 

It  had  been  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  appoint  a 
standing  committee  for  the  protection  of  that  intereat, 
and  it  had  been  the  pleasure  of  the  Speaker  to  appoint 
bim  (Mr.  A.)  the  chairman.  He  held  himaelf  bound, 
therefore,  whatever  might  be  bis  own  opinions  on  the 
finances,  on  the  revenue,  on  the  deposile  bill,  or  on  the 
distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue,  he  held  himself 
bound  to  consider,  not  his  individual  opinion,  but  the  in- 
.tereat  particularly  committed  to  his  charge,  and  to  that 
of  tbeassoeUte  membem  of  that  committee.  He  could 
not  but  feel  surprised,  therefore,  to  see  that  no  more 
reference  bad  been  made  to  that  interest  than  if  no  such 
interest  existed.  Was  that  the  feeling  of  this  House.' 
Was  that  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  tins  nation?  If  so, 
one  of  the  first  things  which  he  should  have  supposed 
that  House  would  have  done,  would  have  been  to  abolish 
tbe_  Committee  on  Manufaclures,  from  which  all  its 
duties  would  have  been  i^stracted.  For,  if  that  interest 
waa  not  of  aufficient  importance  to  the  whole  nation  to 
ree«ve  even  a  notice  in  the  message  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate to  Congress — to  be  noticed  in  the  distribution  of 
the  message  amongst  the  several  atanding  committees  of 
the  House,  certainly  that  interest  must  have  sunk  down 
ao  far  into  obscurity  and  decay  as  to  become  no  sort  of 
use  in  appointing  a  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  A.  said  it  was  very  far 
from  his  wish  to  assume  the  duties  which,  if  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  would  be  imposed  upon  the  commit- 
tee. He  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  that  his  friend,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr. 
CAHaBBLEiri}]~- knowing,  aahe(Mr.  A.)hadknown  for 
yeara  past,  ihe  feeling  of  that  gentleman  in  relation  to 
the  manufacturing  interest  of  this  country — that  he  [Mr. 
C-]  should  have  the  whole  management  of  the  Gubjecit 
that  the  committee  to  which  that  gentleman  bcloni^ed 
ahuutd  have  imposed  upon  them  the  duty  of  deciding 
upon  what  articlea  that  reduction  of  the  revenue,  which 
appeared  in  all  quarters  of  the  House,  and  in  every  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  to  be  coniidered  expedient,  ^tould 
take  place.   But  the  subject  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 


Committee  of  Waya  and  Means.  The  reference  to  (hat 
committee  was  not  necesaary  as  a  Commiitee  of  Ways 
and  Mean^  because  their  very  name  imphed  that  they 
were  appointed  to  see  what  revenue  was  raised  for  the 
expenses  of  the  country,  and  upon  what  article  it  waa 
raised.  But  they  were  not  appointed  to  decide  on  what 
articlea  the  duty  should  be  taken  off,  because  the  very 
act  of  taking  off  dutiea  affected  other  interests  of  this 
country.  It  is  not  the  revenue  of  the  country  which  is 
concerned ;  we  have  too  much^  and  we  want  to  give  aome 
of  it  away.  Neither  ways  nor  means  were  wanting;  the 
country  had  too  many  ways,  and,  probably,  too  many 
means.  But  the  interest  of  commerce,  the  interest  of 
agriculture,  the  interest  of  manufactures,  are  all  impor- 
tant interests)  and  most  especistly  ,the  interest  of  manu- 
factures, which  this  House  has  so  often  declared  should 
be  protected.  Now,  ao  long  as  that  interest  exists,  I 
ask,  is  it  the  feeling  of  this  House  that  it  should  be  dia* 
posed  of  in  silencer  Does  it  not  alill  continue  to  be  an 
mterest  which  deserves  the  notice  of  (his  House? 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  one  other  reason  for  asking  that 
this  interest  should  be  heard,  and  that  the  committee 
charged  with  its  protection  should  be  authorized  and  di- 
rected tolakeitintoconsideration  and  report  upon  it.  He 
had  said  he  presumed  there  was  no  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  (o  the  propriety  of  a  reduction  of  duties  levied 
upon  imports  at  tlua  timet  but  to  what  extent  that  re- 
duction ahoold  be  cartied,  and  upon  what  articles  it  was 
to  bear,  was  a  subject  which  had  nothing  at  all  lo  do 
with  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means.  The  subject 
must  be  considered  with  reference  to  the  effect  it  would 
have  on  the  other  interests  of  the  country,  and  especially 
the  interest  of  manufactures.  On  the  first  day  on  which 
petitions  were  presented  during  the  present  session,  he 
had  presented  a  petitiofi  from  eleven  hundred  citizens  of 
Boston,  praying  for  a  reduction,  not  an  absolute  repeal, 
but  a  reduction  of  duties  on  foreign  coal,  a  necessary  of 
life!  which  reduction  individually,  and  as  a  friend  to 
Boston  and  the  other  large  cities  in  the  Union,  he  con- 
sidered one  of  the  moat  important,  and  as  deseiving  to 
be  one  of  the  first  of  the  articles  to  be  considered  on  the 
question  of  reduction. 

individually  speaking,  he  ahoutd  be  happy,  not  only 
if  the  object  of  Ibat  petition  should  be  granted,  but  he 
sliould  be  perfectly  content  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  on  the  simple  question  whether  or 
not  that  duty  was  wanted  for  revenue.  This  is  all  with- 
in their  jurisdiction.  I  should  have  been  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  that,  and  the  determination  of  the  House  there- 
upon. I  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  and  for  the  same  reason  for 
which  I  have  now  offered  ibis  reaolutioni  and  that  was^ 
because  I  knew  any  reduction  on  the  article  of  coal  muht 
be  considered  with  reference  to  ita  effects  on  the  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  ijountry;  with  reference  to  ita 
comparative  effects  upon  bread  stuffs,  and  every  neces- 
aary of  lifetand,  probably,  in  reference  to  other  things. 
Accordingly,  when  a  genllemau  here,  with  a  zeal  which 
anticipated  Ihe  message  of  tlie  President  of  the  United 
States,  offered  a  resolution  for  the  repeal  of  duties  upon 
bread  stuffs,  the  question  of  appropriate  reference  im- 
mediately arose;  that  gentleman  proposed  a  reference  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  another  gentle- 
man to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture.  And,  unques- 
tionably, the  repeal  of  duues  on  bread  stuffs  waa  inter- 
esting to  the  agriculture  of  Ihe  ccuntry  and  to  the 
committee  who  were  charged  with  its  protection.  So 
was  it  interesting  to  the  manufacturers.  It  was  not  de- 
termined which  of  the  committees  the  aubject  should  go 
t«,  and  1  proposed  to  add  the  ariiehs  of  coal  and  salt, 
also  necessai-tes  of  life.  1  proposed  also  the  ardcle  of 
iron,  one  which  affects  my  own  «»tftituen(8,jind  affects 
also  the  interest  of  cerjft^i^^^<!),(ygiq£by  their 
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delegation  here,  will  not  allow  the  aubject  to  pass  with- 
out referring  It  to  the  Cooimittees  on  Commerce  and 
Agriculture  of  the  country,  aa  well  u  to  the  Committee 
of  Waya  and  Means.  Thete  were  hia  reasona  for  ofTer- 
ing  the  resolution.  If  the  House  ^ould  think  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  the  appropriate 
committee,  far  be  it  from  him  tn  complain.  Such  a 
course  would  be  an  allevtation  to  hts  duties  on  that  com- 
mittee, and  he  and  the  members  appointed  upon  it  with 
him  might,  from  that  moment,  take  a  guieral  holyday 
to  the  termination  of  the  session. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Hassachuselta,  [Hr. 
Ahaxs,]  nor  did  he  propose  to  enter  into  any  debate. 
He  (Hr.  C.)  waa  very  happy  to  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  say  that  he  had  examined  the  Pres- 
ident's message  on  the  subject  of  protective  duties,  and 
he  (Mr.  C.)  had  no  objection  to  refer  any  thing  relating 
to  the  manufactures  of  the  country  to  the  appropriate 
committee.  But  the  gentleman  had  made  statements 
which  required  correction. 

Hr,  C.  was  understood  to  say  that,  two  years  ago,  a 
memorial  for  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  foreign  cos!  had 
been  sent  to  the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and  Means,  where 
it  remained  until  reported  on  by  the  then  chairman,  the 
present  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  to  instance  similar 
references. 

When  (Mr.  C.  said}  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
was  established,  and  a  portion  of  the  duties  of  the.  Com- 
miltee of  Ways  and  Means  liad  been  transferred  to  the 
former,  it  was  made  their  duty  to  examine  the  various 
commodities  introduced  into  the  country,  and  to  select 
such  articles  as  should  be  protected.  The  duties  were 
not  levied  in  those  cases  with  any  view  to  the  revenue 
of  the  country.  A  revenue  was  collected,  not  to  be  put 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Suies,  but  into  the 
pockets  of  the  capitalists  engaged  in  tliat  particular  bu- 
sineas.  The  duty  of  that  committee  waa  to  see  how 
many  prohibitions  should  be  imposed,  and  on  wliat  arti- 
cles. But  now  we  found  ourselves  in  a  different  posi- 
tion. Millions  upon  millions  had  been  collected  under 
the  system  established  in  1816.  Now  we  had  a  rtrvenue 
of  forty  or  fifty  millions  beyond  the  wants  of  our  Gov- 
ernmentj  and  the  only  question  to  be  decided  was,  in 
what  way  the  revenue  should  be  brought  to  correspond 
with  the  wants  of  the  Government.  This  was  a  question 
of  finance,  and  not  of  manufactures.  He  believed  that 
the  whole  discussion  would  result  in  the  appointment  of 
a  select  commiltee.  Was  it  ihe  province  of  the  Com. 
mittee  on  Agriculture,  or  Manufactures,  or  Commerce,  to 
pass  upon  every  ioterest  in  the  country'  The  question 
would  again  come  up  on  Monday,  on  a  notion  to  post- 
pone, and  the  House  might  then  determine  to  whom  the 
whole  subject  ahouki  be  committed.  In  the  mean  time, 
be  hopea  that  the  diacussion  would  terminate  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  ADAMS  explained  that  he  confined  his  proposi- 
tion to  so  much  of  the  President's  mesuge  as  related  to 
the  protective  duties  alonet  and  he  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment.  And  the 
House  ordered  them. 

Mr.  HARDIN  requested  the  Speaker  to  state  the 
question  to  the  Hmisei  which  having  been  done, 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  that  thia  question  of 
reference  was  one  VkhicH  had  often  been  brought  up  be- 
fore. He  did  not  exactly  know  bow  far  back  the  qiies- 
'tion  had  been  considered,  but  he  believed  that,  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government  up  to  the  year  1806  or 
1808,  the  Committee  on  Finance  had  had  jurisdiction 
over  all  questions  of  raising  the  revenue^  and  that  inde- 
pendently or  all  questions  which  might  collaterally  aflfect 
the  interests  of  manufactures.  At  one  time,  fur  one  or 
two  sessions,  the  House  determined  that  the  Committee 


on  M^nulacturea  should  have  charge  of  all  these  que*- 
tionst  but  a  little  experience  aoon  taught  the  nujorityof 
the  members  of  this  Housp,  who  were  not  inftvoroflaxa. 
tion  to  the  extent  of  the  power  which  it  was  supposed  by 
some  had  been  conferred  by  the  constitution  Fur  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  manufacturing  iolereats,  thst 
this  question  and  Ihe  things  connected  with  it  should  be 
properly  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meani 
Now,  if  the  object  of  the  amendment  wu  to  take  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  those  questions  in 
relation  to  the  .reduction  of  a  revenue  already  too  brft, 
he  was  oppoaed  to  it,  because  it  did  not  come  within  tfce 
spirit  of  the  rule  which  points  out  the  duties  which  ibe 
several  committees  have  to  perform. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachuaetts  [Hr  Adami]  hsd 
complained  of  the  President's  message  became  there 
was  no  reference  to  the  manufacturing  interests.  The 
gentleman  might  as  well  complain  of  the  abseRMofref. 
erence  too.  Probably  he  might  complain  that  there 
waa  no  reference  to  the  agriculture  of  the  country,  wai 
yet  he  knew  not  what  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  bsd 
to  do  with  the  duties  on  coal,  inasmuch  as  coal  «u  not 
an  article  of  cultivation.  He  considered  the  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  as  Inappropriate,  and 
he  hoped  the  House  would  send  Ihe  subject,  as  hereto, 
fore,  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  to  which  it 
properly  belonged. 

Mr.  DENNY  thought  it  was  difficult  to  delermine 
precisely  whether  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  or  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  jurisdiction,  because  they  had,  in 
some  instances,  equal  jurisdiction,  and  because  the  tub' 
ject  referred  might  have  connexion  wiib  the  interests  of 
both.  One  had  charge  of  the  revenue,  the  other  of 
manufactures,  or  the  domestic  industry  of  the  country. 
To  protect  that  industry,  it  hecame  necessary  to  levy 
duties.  Hence  the  two  committees  came  on  coamoa 
ground)  and  in  referring  the  subject  to  the  Committee 
on  Hanufaetures.  the  House  took  nothing  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Meana.  It  was  slill  competent  (of 
the  latter  to  take  up  the  same  subject,  and  to  show  bo« 
the  question  affected  the  revenue  of  the  country,  whiW 
the  other  committee  showed  how  it  affected  the  indui- 
try  of  the  country. 

He  had  no  ohjectiort  to  giving  the  subject  to  theCoO' 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means;  in  some  respects  it  Toun 
be  proper)  but  he  thought,  when  a  great  change,  like 
the  presenS  was  proposed  in  the  policy  of  the  country, 
and  which  had  been  urgently  recommended  by  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  nation,  the  subject  should  go  to  the 
Commiltee  on  Manufactures,  that  they  might  present  it  to 
the  House  in  all  iU  bearings.  He  thought  that  the  Hotue 
had  a  right  to  complain  that  the  President  had  neglecledto 
make  any  reference  to  the  home  trade;  that  trade  ^» 
employed  many  more  millicHis  thaii  the  fiire^  trade, 
•ml  whicli  had  enriched  the  nationt  and  filled  the  Tr^ 
ury  with  forty  or  fifty  millions  of  surplus  money.  B(n 
it  had  not  even  been  noticed.  There  was  soinetlii«(; 
behind  all  thia  darknesa  which  ought  to  be  broaght  tft 
light,  and  he  hoped  the  subject  would  berefalM*" 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  . 

Mr.  PARKER  thought  that  both  the  comnutteeanMied 
might,  with  perfect  propriety,  have  charge  of  the  wb)« 
at  the  same  timet  one  as  a  question  of  revenue,  aod  Ik 
other  looking  to  It  aa  a  question  bearing  on  the  partico* 
lar  interests  on  which  the  proposed  reduction  may  op^ 
rate.  He  would  vote  for  such  a  reference.  He  wiibw 
that  all  the  commitlees  having  charge,  immediately  * 
remotely,  of  these  great  interests,  should  investigate  tj* 
subject,  and  give  the  result  of  their  deliberations  to  W 
House.  .  ,^ 

Mr.  BOON  said  that  U  had  not  been  his  mteotwR  to 
say  me  word  on  the  question  now  before  (he  Horn 
had  it  not  been  for  thsdOffifl  «pr!9€U$@4f@"^  *"* 
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THiced  by  the  8:cntlemiQ  rrom  Penniylvtnia,  [Mr.  Dkit- 
BT.]  If  the  remarks  of  the  j;entleiiuii  eoald  be  confined 
to  hij  own  district,  and  to  hit  own  constituents,  he  would 
not  reply  totbetn  at  this  lime.  But  (said  Mr.B.)  the  gen- 
tleman's speech  will  find  its  way,  through  the  columns  of 
the  newspapers,  into  my  district,  and  amonff  my  constitu- 
ents. I  should  suppose.  From  the  remarlu  of  tbe  (^n* 
tiem&n  from  Pennsylrania,  tbat  he  (if  not  a  manufacturer 
bimaelf)  reprefeots  ft  manufiurtaring  peoplet  and  to  this 
1  have  no  objections  to  urge.  But  (continued  Mr.  B.) 
my  eonstitueoti  are  an  ag;ricultural  people — they  are  the 
conaumen  of  articles  manufactured.  The  farmers  and 
tbe  mechanics  are  to  be  made  poor  for  tbe  purpose  uf 
enriching  the  manufacturers. 

Tbe  gentleman  has  told  us  tbat  there  is  now  in  tbe 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  a  surplus  revenue,  amount- 
ing to  upwards  of  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  would 
have  the  people  of  tbia  countnr  to  believe  that  tbii  vast 
amount  of  money  was  derived  firom  the  manufacturers. 
Not  so,  Mr.  Speaker.  It  is  the  result  of  over-lsxing  tbe 
peoplei  it  has  been  received  from  the  customs  and  frum 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  Upwards  of  twenty-four 
millions  of  dollars  of  the  surplus  revenue  has  been  re- 
ceived from  land  sales,  i  have  thought  it  proper  to  say 
thus  mueb*  with  a  view  only  to  correct  error*  and  to  let 
facts  go  forth  to  the  public. 

I  confesi  (said  Hr.  B.)  my  utter  astonishment  at  the 
attack  made  upon  the  President  by  the  venerable  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts,  [Ur.  Adams  ]  That  gentlenan 
would  have  it  believed  that  the  President  hu  neglected 
tbe  great  interetts  of  tbe  country  in  not  having  made 

E articular  mention  of  the  manufacturing  interest  in  bis 
ite  message  to  Congress.  3ir,  (said  Hr.  B.»)  1  presume 
that  PrcMent  Jackson's  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  ta- 
rifTare  made  known  tn  his  previous  messsges  to  Congrcssi 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  while  the  gentleman  from 
Blusachusetts  was  President  of  the  United  States,  I  wu 
not  able  to  know  any  thing  of  his  opinions  on  that  par- 
ticular subject,  as  they  were  never  expressed  in  any  of 
bis  state  papers  to  Congress.  I  think,  therefore,  it 
comes  with  atMul  grace  indeed  from  that  gentleman,  to 
charge  upon  General  Jackson  what  be  himself  was  de- 
ficient in  performing  while  be  was  President. 

Hr.  PICKENS  said  tbat  he  approached  this  sub- 
ject with  some  delicacy,  and  that  he  did  not  now  rise 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  into  debate,  but  merely 
with  a  view  to  make  known  to  the  House  the  course 
which  it  was  his  intention  to  pursue.  He  was  not 
willing  to  touch  the  subject  of  the  reduction  of  the 
revenue  or  the  tariff,  unless  in  concert  with  those  who 
were  supposed  to  represent  tbe  great  manufacturing  in- 
terests of  tbe  confederacyt  and  tbe  reason  for  this  course 
was  obvious.  It  be  understood  the  act  commonly  called 
tbe  "  compromise  act,"  be  was  disposed  to  regard  it  as 
an  act  passed  under  circumstances  which  ought  peculiar- 
ly to  imply  good  faith  in  all  the  different  interests  of  the 
countiT.'  With  this  view,  and  as  tbat  act  was  still  in 
operation,  he  was  not  disposed  to  touch  the  principles 
involved  in  it,  except  in  concert  and  harmony  with  the 
representatives  of  the  manufacturing  interests.  If  it 
were  not  fot  the  operation  of  that  law,  which,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  implied  good  faith  in  all  parties,  be  should 
state  that  the  remarks  of  the  member  from  New  York 
[Hr.  Mass]  were  correct!  but,  so  long  as  that  act  was 
in  operation,  he  (Ur.  P.)  was  not  inclined  to  interfere 
with  tbe  protective  interests. 

He  should  say  that  the  gentleman's  views  were  cor- 
rect, except  BO  far  as  regarded  the  act  of  1816.  That 
was  a  reduction  of  a  war  UX,  with  a  view  to  tbe  payment 
of  the  national  debt,  firsti  and,  in  settling  that  act,  it 
must  be  regarded  as  a  measure  having  in  view  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt,  and  not  passed  with  any  view 
to  protection.  It  was  essentially  a  measure  for  rerenuei 
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and,  in  settling  the  system  under  which  it  was  made, 
due  regard  was  had  to  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
sprang  up.    It  was  a  tax  bill  fur  revenue  to  pay  the 

public  debt,  but  be  had  risen  to  say,  merely,  that  be 
was  disposed  to  move  In  connexion  with  the  manufiictur- 
ing  interests.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adixs]  express  his  belief  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  all  parties  that  some  reduction  could  be 
made  in  the  existing  djuties.  So  &r  as  reduction  on  ar- 
ticles not  in  competition  with  domestie  manufiustarei 
was  concerned,  he  (Mr.  P.)  thought  no  difficulty  would 
be  raised .  In  fact,'  be  believed  tbat  tbe  bill  which  had 
been  reported  from  the  Senate  during  the  last  seuion 
of  Confp^u  embraced  the  true  measure  to  be  adopted 
now.  He  went  upon  tbe  principle  that  the  duties  on 
those  articles  which  did  not  come  in  competition  with 
domestic  manufactures  ought  to  be  repealed.  But  it 
seemed  to  him  tbat  they  could  not,  with  good  faith, 
touch  tbe  great  principles  of  tbe  eompromise.  I  widi, 
however,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  to  give  the  gentlemen  repre- 
senting the  manufacturing  interests  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Klassachus^tts  [Mr. 
Adaks]  thinks  that  the  question  of  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  foreign  coal,  for  example,  involves  those  inter- 
ests, I  am  willing  to  give  him  cnat^e  of  the  subject. 

But  it  appears  to  me,  though  1  speak  only  theoretical- 
ly, and  not  from  practical  experience  on  the  subject, 
that  that  article  b  one  the  reduction  of  tbe  duty  on 
which  cannot  encroach  on  the  manufacturing  interests. 
Bat  the  question  of  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  the  im- 
portation of  bread  stuffs,  it  would  appear  to  me,  is  of 
great  importance  to  tbe  manufacturing  interests,  and 
should  he  considered  as  a  separate  question.  Mr.  P. 
repeated  Ih^t,  though  himself  representing  the  great 
.  Southern  interest,  be  wished  to  move,  in  respect  to  the 
tariff,  with  due  regard  to  every  other  interest  concerned 
in  it. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  followed,  at  some  length,  in  ex- 
planation of  his  views  of  this  subject.  He,  too,  like 
tbe  gentleman  from  .  South  Carolina,  would  say,  let 
tbe  national  faith  be  preserved,  whatever  be  the  conse- 
quences. If,  by  the  compromise  bill,  as  it  was  termed, 
or  by  any  other  act.  Congress  had  bound  itself  to  tax 
the  people  of  tbe  United  States,  whettier  the  money 
was  needed  or  not  for  the  necessary  expenses  of  the 
Government,  however  onerous  it  might  be,  he  would 
still  stand  by  the  pledged  faith  of  the  Government.  But 
he  would  not  make  the  question  of  reducing  taxation  a 
question  of  faith  until  be  was  obliged  to  do  so.  Desirous 
as  he  was  to  have  the  revenue  brought  down  to  the 
amount  necessary  to  an  economical  system  of  govern- 
ment, (if  such  a  thing  was  possible,)  he  would  first  re- 
sort to  all  measures  which  could  be  adopted  towards 
this  end  without  touching  the  compromise.  There  be- 
ing  in  this  said  compromise  bill  a  cuuse  providing,  if  he 
.remembered  right,  tbat  all  duties  under  the  rate  of  30 
per  cent,  might  be  taken  off  at  any  time,  without  touch- 
ing the  compromise,  he  would  repeal  all  those  duties,  if 
the  state  of  the  revenue  would  justify  it.  Next,  there 
was  the  revenue  from  tbe  sales  of  the  public  lands. 
Those  sales  (Mr.  B.  said)  might  be  stopped,  and  the 
amount  of  that  branch  of  revenue,  at  least,  be  reduced, 
without  touching  the  compromise.  Would  gentleoiea 
say  tbat  those  sales  could  not  be  stopped?  Let  thfc  peo- 
ple, who  actually  want  the  lands,  settle  them— they  will 
do  it  (said  be)  whether  you  wish  it  or  not — and  do  you 
then  grant  them  the  right  of  pre-emption.  This  was  a 
privilege  (Mr.  B.  said)  which  he  bad  always  voted  to  al- 
low, whenever  the  question  was  presented  to  him.  The 
land  which  is  thui  settled  is  rescued  by  these  actual  set- 
tlers from  the  savage  and  the  wild  beast,  and  to  him  who 
thus  possesses  himielf  we  rightfully  give  the  pre-emp- 
tion.  By  stopping  the  sales  en  tba^UicJai^xMr.  B. 
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srf^ued}  you  do  not,  u  some  gentlemen  say,  stop  tbe 
■elttement  of  the  countiy.  Tou  stop  the  receipts  of 
money  for  the  sklesi  ftnd,  fn  doin^  so,  perhaps  prevent 
the  loss  which  some  persons  seem  to  apprehend  from  ils 
beinjr  deposited  in  bunks  which  Ihey  fear  to  be  insol- 
vent, fcc.  The  land  could  not  run  away,  though  tbe 
money  might. 

Mr.  B.  was  wiHingfNtherefore,  to  stop  the  sales  of 
land,  and  lake  off  all  taiet  luider  twenty  per  cent,  i  and, , 
If  these  reductions  did  not  bring  down  the  revenue  to ' 
the  vranls  of  the  Government,  he  was  willing  then  to  in- 
quire, and  faithfully  and  candidly  inquire,  whether  the 
government  is  bo  bound  by  national  faith  as  to  be  obliged 
lo  continue  to  tax  the  people  to  pay  tbe  money  which 
the  Government  does  not  want.  Without  concurring  in 
all  that  others  may  have  said  on  this  subject,  Mr.  B.  said 
he  believed  that  such  amounts  of  money  as  tbe  present 
surplus  revenue  cannot  be  lafcly  inlrusttd  any  where, 
ttther  in  regard  to  our  own  security  or  the  honesty  or 
purity  of  those  into  whose  hands  it  may  fall.  Refer- 
ring lo  diacusBtons  in  the  public  journals  on  this  subject, 
Mr,  B.  cited  the  language  of  a  gentleman  of  the  highest 
order  of  intellect  in  the  country  he  came  from,  who  had 
deeply  deprecated  the  cflect  of  the  distribution  bill  on 
the  -Statesi  and  (said  Mr.  B.)  he  could  not  have  a 

r«ater  horror  than  I  have  of  making  the  State  of  which 
am  a  Repreaentative  dependent  upon  or  looking  up 
to  tbe  Government,  as  a  creditor,  lor  any  sum  of  money — 
money  advanced  to  the  State,  perhaps,  when  cotton  is  at 
twenty  cents  the  pound,  to  be  demanded  back  from  it 
when  cotton  is  at  eight  cents.  To  this  feature  of  tbe 
distrU>ution  bill  he  was  strongly  advene.  If  tbe  mooe^ 
is  oor  money,  [said  he,)  why  take  our  bond  for  it}  If  it 
be  not  our^  why  offer  it  to  us  before  we  ask  for  it?  At 
all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances,  from  tbe  founda- 
tion of  the  Government,  a  certain  class  of  politicians  hsd 
been  feeling  about  for  the  means  of  seducing  the  States 
from  (heir  sovereignty  and  independence,  to  a  state  of 
dependency  on  the  Genera)  Government.  Who  does 
not  know  that  (bis  is  the  case^  Look  back  to  tbe  con. 
flieta  of  ymir  eloquent  and  ssgacious  men  of  former 
days — your  Henrys  and  your  Hamiltons — and  trace  the 
doctrines  and  acts  of  their  followers,  from  that  day  lo 
this,  and  you  will  find  evidence  enough  of  this. 

We  shall,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  if  we  go  on  in  this  way,  be  to* 
tally  destroyed  by  our  own  moneyt  for  (he  observed) 
not  only  wilt  the  proudest  Slates  on  tuch  a  system  talk 
io  vain  of  their  sovereignty,  but  the  Federal  Government 
also,  placed  In  a  position  equally  corrupting  and  danger- 
ous, will  partake  of  such  corrupting  influences,  and  tbe 
ruin  and  corruption  will  be  general.  Therefore,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  though  1  am  an  administration  man,I  am  willing 
and  desirous  to  inquire  after  any  means  by  which  a  re- 
duction of  the  revenue  may  be  effected  without  a  viola- 
tion of  the  public  faith. 

If  you  rob  me  tonlay  of  one  hundred  dollar%  and  to- 
morrow will  give  me  back  aerenty-five  dollars,  I  will 
take  the  aeventy-five  cheerfully  enought  but  if  you  go 
on  doing  so,  ftnt  taking  away  my  money,  and  then  giv- 
ing me  back  a  part,  I  shall  soon  be  ruined.  Tea,  said 
Mr.  B.,  let  me  be  as  rich  as  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  ruin  me  shortlyt  and  in  the  same  way, 
If  we  rob  the  country  of  twenty  millions,  to  return 
back  afterwards  fifteen  miinoni,  the  country  will  soon 
be  ruined.  Shall  we  (said  Mr-  B.)  go  on  gath- 
ering millions  of  taxes,  when  we  do  not  want  tbe 
money?  Shall  we  take  a  man's  horse  and  sell  it  for  half 
its  value  for  taxes,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  not  want- 
ed7  Hence,  (observed  Mr.  B.,)  I  should  have  been  op* 
oposed  to  the  distribution  bill,  except  in  connexion  with 
such  reduction  of  tUe  revenue  at  would  leave  no  more 
of  it  to  distribute.  Sec. 
Mr.  HARDIN,  after  adverting  lo  the  wide  range 


of  debate  which  had  been  tsken  on  this  mere  qwi- 
tion  of  reference,  observed  (hat  he  was  under  no  ap- 
prehension that  tbe  distribution  of  the  surplus  wu  ta 
corrupt  the  people  of  (he  Slates.  He  did  notconiider 
it  so  easy  a  matter,  nor  did  he  conceive  it  neccsurr  to 
reduce  the  tariff,  in  order  to  reduce  the  revenue.  He 
contended  that  it  waa  not  the  tariff  which  bad  given  liie 
to  a  surplus,  nor  brought  unnecessary  money  into  (be 
Treaaury,  for  we  know  that  the  existing  duties  have  m< 
yielded  more  than  upon  a  fair  estimate  they  ought  lo  bive 
done.  The  cause  of  the  superabundance  of  revesn* 
was  to  be  found  in  the  inordinate  thirst  of  specakliN 
in  Western  lands.  This  (he  said)  waa  no  perinaoMit  st 
durable  source  of  revenuet  its  origin  dated  only  one  or 
two  years  back,  and  it  could  not  be  expected  to  list  for 
many  years  to  come.  From  the  end  of  the  vu,  mj  fron 
tbe  year  1815  up  to  the  year  1834,  on  an  averse,  (be 
sales  of  public  hnds  bad  not  brought  into  the  pubDe 
Treasury  more  than  two  millions  annually;  since  tlieB,» 
travsg^nt  speculations  throughout  the  whtde  United 
States  bad  brought  this  extraordinary  surplus  into  tbe 
Treasury.  Nb  one  (said  Mr.  H.)  can  tell  how  long  the 
goose  will  continue  lo  lay  golden  eggs;  but  (uid  he)  I 
am  of  opinion  that  in  three  or  four  years  not  anegg»"U 
be  laid.  All  the  lands  in  Mississippi,  AUbama,  and 
Lonitiana,  will  be  exhausted  within  that  timet  u  also  is 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  lllinoist  they  will  soon  all  be  gone. 
We  cannot,  therefore,  calculate  upon  this  as  a  long,  uA- 
ing,  and  permanent  source  of  revenuei  It  ia  both  uncw- 
lain  and  short-lived.  It  is  so  uncertain  that  we  oof" 
not  lo  (ouch  the  tariff,  upon  any  calculation  or  reliwce 
upon  the  public  lands  fur  revenue. 

There  are  (proceeded  Mr.  H  )  a  great  variety  of  con- 
flicting interests  concerned  in  the  tariff,  all  of  which  de- 
mand attention,  and  which  must  be  reconciled  with  eaeb 
other)  white,  at  the  same  lime,  no  one  of  themou^t  lo 
be  sacrificed  to  another.  We  inhabit  a  country  of  »«« 
extent,  containing  an  almost  infinite  \-ariety  of  elitwU 
and  of  productionsi  and  that  variety  of  inlereel%TO« 
grows  out  of  these  circumstances,  being  once  oicelr 
balanced  in  a  well-regulated,  or,  as  it  has  been  freqont- 
ly  termed,  a  judicious  tariff,  ought  not  suddenly,  •m'' 
every  impulse,  lo  be  thrown  intoconfliction  and  oiiorac- 
Such  a  balance  ought  not  to  be  touched  except  by  »  gen- 
tle hand,  and  that  the  hand  of  a  master,  nut  of  an  ap- 
prentice. If  (said  Mr.  H.)  we  proceed  every  yew  W 
touch  (his  subject,  because  this  year  there  bippenC 
be  a  surplus  of  twenty  millioni^  the  result  of  great  ipee- 
ulations  in  public  Unas,  and  because,  another  year,  sone 
other  extraordinary  circumstance  occurs,  the  in1eroU« 
the  country  will  be  jeoparded.  I  would  not  (»aid  Mr- 
H.)  raise  one  dollar  from  the  people,  on  the  prino- 
pie  of  taxing  them  more  than  is  absolutely  necesttiyt 
but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  my  desire  to  lay  on  ttttj 
duly  with  a  just,  fair,  and  discriminating  hand, 
afford  due  protecticm  to  alt  the  important  interests^K 
country.  1  confeti  I  wu  greatly  aatonisbed  tbe  sw 
day  when  I  heard  a  gentleman  from  the  North,  wboie 
opinion  it  is  that  their  woollen  and  cotton  manoftdsrw 
ought  to  be  protected,  bring  forward  a  propowtwo  " 
take  off  the  duty  from  gndn.  Now,  we  in  the  West 
very  little  elae  but  grain,  and  yet  it  is  desired  to  <»P"[: 
us  of  protection,  and  remove  the  duty  from  gf*"!^ 
though  the  grain  crops  have  failed  this  year  in  tbe  En 
they  have  not  on  tbe  other  side  of  the  mount^ns.  Ap"- 
Maryland  haa  made  great  efforts  and  expendiun*  " 
open  the  way  (o  a  market  for  her  coalt  and  "^'^r 
they  have  almost  arrived  at  Cumberland,  where 
ply  williie  abundant,  we  hear  other  gentlemea  It* 
other  sections  of  (he  country  propose  to  lake  on  w 
duty  from  coal!  So  with  salt,  in  the  manufadwe" 
which  a  capital  of  ten  millions  of  d^dlara  is  inverted 
of  the  mouDtunai.  and  now  Vb«re are  ge allege"  *"* 
Digitized-by  V^OOQ  LC 
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propose  to  take  off  the  duty  from  salt!  Others  tbcre 
are  wbo  would  hive  mokues  Frer^  ind  sugar  too,  that 
we  may  make  mtn  cheaper;  whereas  millions  upon  mit- 
lions  of  capital  in  Louisiana  tre  invested  in  the  growth 
and  nnnufaclure  of  these  staples.  I  sm  of  the  opinion 
(said  Mr.  H.)  that  if  we  proceed  to  touch  these  things 
we  shall  have  a  little  bit  of  a  war  in  this  House. 

The  gentleman  who  last  spoke  [Mr.  Bodldih]  had 
amid  that  he  did  nol  know  what  to  do  with  the  surplus  in 
the  Treuury:  and  he  had  also  said  a  great  deal  iU)Out  its 
eomipting  effects,  if  distributed  among  the  Slates.  But 
(awd  Hr.  H.)  X  put  it  to  him,  let  hiro  answer,  whether 
the  danger  is  greater  if  this  surplus  be  equitably  distrib* 
uied  among  the  States'  Or,  on  the  other  band,  wheth- 
er it  be  retained  in  banks  subservient  to  the  President; 
pet  banks,  ready  to  apply  it  for  plirposes  of  executive 
pleasure,  and  subject  to  executive  will?  Let  him  an< 
swer  that!  I,  for  my  part,  (continued  Hr.  H.,)  do  not 
aee  any  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  corruption  in 
the  dislributioa  of  the  surplus.  What  danger,  for  ex- 
ample, will  his  State,  the  *<Old  Dominion,"  suffer  from 
two  millions  loaned  to  it  for  the  great  objects  of  educa- 
tion and  internal  improvement f  Why,  says  the  gentle- 
man, with  this  aid  for  such  great  purposes,  the  States 
will  succumb  10  the  General  Government!  But,  let  me 
ask,  who  is  it  that  makes  the  General  Government^  Is  it 
not  the  people  of  the  States^  Is  tt  not  the  States  them- 
•elvesF  They  alto  control  the  General  Government  as 
cffectualty  as  the  potter  moulds  the  clay  to  his  purpose. 
There  is  nothing  in  this  argument  of  his. 

Hr.  H.  concluded  by  observing  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  not 
from  partiality  to  that  particular  cummittee,  but  because 
(he  said]  we  in  the  Western  country  have  every  thing  to 
fear  from  any  disturbance  of  the  balance  now  establish- 
ed. Hiirteen years  ago  (observed  Mr.  H.)  oar  expend, 
iture  was  thirteen  millions,  whereas  now  it  is  thirty! 
Let  us  but  continue  to  progress  at  this  rate  of  expendi- 
ture, and  in  a  very  short  time  we  shall  have  a  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  instead  of  a  surplus.  It  will  soon,  there- 
fore, be  quite  unnecessary  to  discuss  the  question  of  a 
surplus.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  since  a  surplus 
■MNDentarily  it  is  better  and  safer  when  lodjged 
with  the  States  than  when  deposited  in  banks  subser- 
rient  to  the  will  of  tlie  Executive.  These  banks  it  is 
which  will  ruin  the  Government,  if  any  thing;  not  the 
distributiont  and  ytt  they  want  to  repeal  the  distribution 
bid)  at  least  such  is  the  talk  out  of  doors.  This  money 
b  not  safe  in  these  tMnks;  it  will  not  be  forthcoming 
when  called  fori  they  will  have  to  call  in  money  from 
their  debtors  in  order  to  pay,  which  they  will  not  be 
able  to  do.  It  was  by  the  diairibution  bill  alone,  against 
vbieb  now  we  bear  so  much,  that  the  safety  of  thw  mo- 
ney can  be  secured t  and  (Mr.  H.  said)  that  measure 
^ould  not  be  arrested  or  disturbed  with  his  consent. 

Mr.  V  ANDERPOBL  said,  that  though  the  debate  had 
taken  a  wide  range,  he  was  not  disappointed)  for,  at  this 
eri^s,  every  gentlemsn  must  know  that  no  proposition 
could  he  introduced  here,  remotely  bearing  upon  the 
question  of  protection,  without  provoking  a  most  earnest 
debate,  lie  would  not  now  commit  himself  to  any  in- 
terest— be  would  reserve  to  himself  the  right  of  acting 
independently  upon  all  propositions  that  might  hereafter 
come  before  us  touching  that  poKion  of  our  tariff  that 
involved  protecting  duties)  he  would  not  even  ask  the 
representatives  of  any  particular  interest  to  "  harmo- 
niae"  with  him  before  his  acted.  He  would  reserve  to 
bimaelf  this  right,  this  independence  of  action,  though 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  a  district  to  a  very  great 
extent  manufacturing,  tt  was  a  district  agricultural  and 
manufacturing.  He  would  here- take  occasion  to  Bay 
that  his  first  object  was  to  terminate  a  state  of  things  by 
which  milUuas  and  inilUooa  were,  annoalty  taken  froia 


the  pockets  of  the  people,  that  were  not  required  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Government)  and  if  that  great  and  degl> 
rable  end  could  be  obtained  consistently  with  (hat  pro* 
lection  which  our  manubcturers  now  enjoy,  he  vouM 
rejoice,  yes  be  would  most  heartily  rejoice,  for  he  felt 
for  the  great  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country  that 
solicitude  which  the  representative  of  a  district  like  his 
should  feel.  But  if  the  alternative  should  be  presented, 
'*  reduce  the  duties  at  once  below  the  rates  contained  in 
the  compromise  bill,  or  accumulate  in  your  Treasury 
millions  and  millions  for  years  herea.fter,  tot  the  demor- 
alizing purpose  of  distribution)"  if  such  ah'  alternative 
should  be  presented,  he  would  meet  it  boldly  and  inde- 
pendently;  because  then  the  question  would  rise  above 
any  particular  interest)  it  would  be  a  questiof  touching 
the  interest  of  the  whole  country,  not  only  for  the  pres- 
ent time,  but  for  years  to  come.  But  he  sincerely  hoped, 
and  still  believed,  thut  that  trying  alternative  could  still 
be  guarded  against)  that  we  could  select  articles  enough 
for  reduction,  that  did  not  require  protection,  to  bring 
down  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government. 

He  would  now  say  a  word  about  the  question  immedi- 
ately and  legitimately  under  discussion.  To  what  com- 
mittee did  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  amendment  of 
tbe  honorable  gentleman  from  MasBachusetts  properly 
belong?  If  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  then 
must  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ibleans  be  an  unimpor- 
tant committee  indeed;  and  this,  too,  instead  of  being 
what  we  have  always  supposed  them  to  he— 4he  moat 
important  committee  of  the  House.  Then  would  they 
only  have  to  report  to  as  what  ways  and  means  are  ne- 
cessary to  keep  the  wheels  of  Government  in  motion, 
and  ask  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  to  be  so  kind 
and  condescending  as  to  tell  them  out  of  what  articles 
these  "ways  and  means"  must  be  raised.  This  would 
not  only  be  depriving  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meant 
of  their  appropriate  functions,  but  would  be  against  all 
precedent.  What  but  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  took  cognizance  of  these  subjects,  when  the 
" compromise"  bill  psssed?  He  (Hr.  V.)  wasnotthena 
member  of  this  House,  but  he  was  an  attentive  reader  of 
its  proceedings)  and  he  well  recollected  that  an  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  the  city  of  New  York  (Hr.  Vcr- 
planck)  was  then  chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means,  and 
reported  the  bill  upon  Which  the  compromise  from  the 
Senate  was  ingrafted.  If  it  properly  belonged  to  tbe 
Ways  and  Means  then,  why  should  it  belong  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Hanufactures  now?  No  good  reason  had  been 
urged  for  the  change,  and  he  should  therefore  vote 
against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts) and  Mr.  V.  concluded  by  expressing  his  regret 
that  his  colleague  [Mr,  CAMBRKLsiro]  had  shown  a  wil- 
lingness to  surrender  any  portion  of  bis  legitimate  juris- 
diction over  the  whole  subject  of  the  revenue. 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  agreeing  with  gentlemen  who  had 
preceded  him,  that  too  wide  a  range  had  been  taken 
in  debate,  said  that  he  should  not  follow  their  ex- 
ample. The  question  before  the  House  was  one  of 
simple  reference)  but  it  was  one  under  tbe  iuriaee  of 
which  many  important  questions  lay  concealed.  That 
part  of  the  message  which  relates  to  the  finsnces  was 
proposed  by  the  original  resolution  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  That  was  a  right  and  proper 
reference,  and  in  the  spirit  of  .the  rules  of  the  House. 
But  there  was  one  subject  named  in  the  President's  mes- 
sage, which  his  colleague  (for  which  Mr.  B.  said  bewaa 
entitled  to  his  thanks)  had  proposed  to  give  a  direction 
to  such  88  it  was  altogether  proper  that  it  should  lakei 
and  the  gentleman  from  New  York  at  tbe  head  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  C^MBBSLsaejhad, 
with  candor  and  propriety,  said  he  would  not  oppose 
what  appeared  to  him  right  and  proper,  though  the  gen- 
tkman^acoUeagtie  [Mr^V^Bji^gjj^^  himt» 
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ftccotint  for  it  Sir,  (nid  Mr.  B.,)  if  the  Rouse  shill  re- 
ject this  proposilion  of  my  colleague,  they  will  in  efTect 
declare  that  there  are  no  dulies  for  the  Committee  on 
Uanufactures  to  perform;  and  their  decision  ought  to  be 
followed  up  by  striking  out  that  committee  from  the  list 
of  standing  committees  of  the  House.  'With  this  phm 
proposition  before  ui,  Icall  upon  gentlemen  from  States 
representing  that  great  interest  in  this  House  to  vote  on 
this  question  undenUndingly  and  deliberatelyi  and  if 
they  are  of  opinion  that  the  subject  of  protective  duties 
does  not  belong  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures,  but  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance;  if  the  time  has  come  when 
the  only  question  on  this  subject  is  a  question  of  finance, 
let  it  be  so  settled,  and  let  the  people  understand  ac- 
cordingly. Gentlemen,  in  htf  opinion,  (Mr*  B.  Mi>d,) 
present  a  false  issue  in  this  debate,  when  they  ask,  shall 
a  question  of  finance  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Manufactures?  Whilst  the  true  question  is,  whether  a 
question  of  manufactures  shall  go  to  the  Committee  dh  Fi- 
nance? There  is  in  the  President's  mesnge  something — 
no  matter  bow  much  or  how  little — there  is  Bttl)  some* 
tbii^  in  it  which  relates  to  protective  duties;  and  that 
•omething,  whatever  it  it,  rightfully  belongs  to  the  Ju- 
risdiction of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  raises 
a  note  of  triumph  because  the  President,  in  his  last  an- 
nual message,  has  omitted  1u  bring  to  the  attention  of 
Congress  our  manufacturing  interests.  He  congratulates 
the  country  upon  the  return  to  the  principles  of  1800. 
The  gentleman  most  probably  alluded  to  a  later  period 
In  the  history  of  the  Government;  but  as  he  is  a  very 
young  man,  such  a  mistake  ts  quite  excusable.  I  pre- 
sume, in  his  opinion,  it  wsa  llie  ad  minisi  ration  of  Mr. 
Jeflerson  which  constituted  the  golden  days  of  the  re- 
public. But  if  the  gentleman  looks  to  the  executive  mes> 
■ages  of  thst  illustrious  President  to  sustain  what  he  con- 
aider*  the  doctrine  of  tlie  laat  message  in  relation  to  the 
protective  jvstem,  he  will  find  bimielf  ladty  disappointed. 

Id  bis  official  communicationB,  Mr.  Jefferson  express- 
ed the  deepest  interest  in  the  success  of  '*  internal  man- 
ufactures." He  commends  them  to  the  care  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  and  expresses  the  opinion  that,  under 
the  auspices  of  cheaper  materials  and  subsistence,  the 
freedom  of  labor  from  taxation,  and  of  protecting  duties 
and  prohibitions,  they  will  become  permanent."  These 
were  the  principles  wbicb  directed  the  Government  at 
the  time  to  which  the  gentleman  adverted.  I  regret  ex- 
tremely that  they  did  not  find  more  fiiTor  in  the  councib 
which  produced  the  laat  message  of  the  present  Chief 
Vagistrate. 

For  the  interest  of  the  country,  1  regret  most  deeply 
that  the  president  ihould  not  have  deemed  the  great 
maDU&cturing  intereata  of  the  country  worthy  to  be 
brought  to  tha  noUee  AT  the  Legislature  in  hia  laat  annu- 
nl  DieMUEe.  It  is  a  departure  from  the  policy  and  prin- 
ciples vnicb  prevuled  in  those  golden  days  of  the  re- 
public of  «bich  the  gentleman  spoke,  which  the  country 
may  hare  cause  to  deplore.  I  wish  it  had  been,  what 
the  gentleman  erroneously  supposed  it  was,  on  this  sub- 
ject, a  return  to  the  principtea  which  then  prevailed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  made  a  few  further  observations  in  siip- 

Sort  of  this  proposition,  to  «hicb,  representing,  as  be 
id,  a  part  of  tbe  eountnr  deeply  interested  in  manufac- 
tures, be  bad  thought  it  bis  duty  to  call  tbe  attention  of 
the  House.  The  ebairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  knew  too  well  what  had  been  the  practice  of 
the  House  in  reference  to  this  subject,  to  take  the  ground 
which  his  colleague  [Mr.  ViirDsnpoKL]  had  taken;  he 
knew  that  the  pr.ciice  of  tbe  House  had  been  to  rtfer 
tbe  subject  of  the  tarilT  as  well  to  the  Committee  on 
ManufiKtures  as  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
which  hia  colleague,  who  bad  not  that  gentleman's  »• 
perienoe,  it  appeared,  did  not  know.   Mr.  A.  referred 


to  the  journals  of  the  House  for  various  precedents  io 
support  of  bis  view  of  the  practice  of  tbe  House.  At 
the  1st  session  of  the  33d  Congress,  for  example,  Dpoa 
the  dissection  of  the  President's  message,  a  resohitios 
was  adopted  that  so  much  of  it  as  related  to  finaneei,  tbs 
pubtic  debt,  the  itate  of  the  revenue.  Sec,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  anctMeani.  But  there  ni 
adopted  also  another  resolution,  that  so  raudi  of  nid 
message  as  relates  to  manufactures  and  a  modificatiiMof 
the  tariffbe  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manuftclura 
At  that  session,  both  these  committees  reported  ob  the 
subject,  &c.  Mr.  A.  cited  several  other  nmibr  esses 
from  tbejournals.  In  the  course  of  hi*  observation^  Mr. 
A.  alluded  to  what  has  been  called  the  compfomiie  bil^ 
as  a  bill  not  mafured  in  this  House,  but  agreed  u|nit  be- 
tween individuals  in  the  other  wing  of  tbe  Capitol,  with- 
out consulting  the  interests  of  the  manufaclurerl,  tnd 
sent  here  to  be  proposed  aa  an  amendment  to  the  bill 
repoKed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Metn^  and 
then  passed  as  the  bill  of  Uiit  House.  He  did  not  know 
that  sny  member  from  Massachusetts,  in  this  House  or 
in  (he  other  House,  had  any  ^;ency  in  this  movement.  lor 
bis  part,  he  said,  he  washed  bis  bands  of  it  altogether. 
Mr.  A.  concluded  by  saying  that,  if  itbe  thepleawreof 
the  House  to  exclude  the  Committee  on  Manufactures 
from  all  consideration  of  the  intereat  of  manufactarcs,  bt 
roust  of  course  lubmit  to  it.  But,  by  the  motion  which  be 
had  made,  be  had  at  lea»t  Uken  care  that  he  shoald  sot 
be  chargeable  with  neglect  of  tbe  duty  with  wbicb  be 
had  been  charged  under  a  rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TOUCBT  wished,  if  practicable,  or  in  order, 
for  a  divirion  of  the  question.  He  said  he  wss  williog  to 
refer  the  subject  to  both  committees,  in  its  twofold  chsr- 
acteri  first,  to  call  upon  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and 
Means  to  report  their  views  upon  it,  as  it  related  to  tbe 
revenue;  and,  next,  to  refer  it  to  tbe  Committee  «■ 
Manufacturts,  for  their  views  as  to  its  effect  opoj  tbe 
subject  of  protecting  duties.  The  amendment  u  Mr. 
Adahs,  he  conceived,  would  take  away  fnn  the 
mittee  even  so  much  jurisdiction  over  the  wbjeet  u 
every  one  admitted  properly  to  belong  to  it. 

Mr.  EVERETT  suggested  a  modmcation  of  the  pc- 
tion,  by  merely  striking  out  the  words  of  the  origiMj 
leaolution,  "and  every  thing  connected  therewith; 
which,  he  thought,  would,  without  the  exoeptioa^ 
poaed  by  Mr.  Abams,  meet  at  the  sum  lime  hiivMWl 
and  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut. 

Mr.  ADAMS  would  have  been  williTg  to  allow  tk 
resolution  to  be  adopted  as  it  waa  originaTly  reported, » 
it  had  not  been  so  exclusive  in  ita  character.  He  VH 
willing  now  to  take  the  resohilion  as  it  stood,  with  •« 
understanding  that  the  House  would  pass  the 
resolution  which  he  had  moved  as  part  of  his  sBcad- 
ment.   Mr.  A.  modified  bis  motion  according^. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  A's  modined 
tion,  to  add  the  following: 

**Andraoktd,  That  so  much  of  the  said  mcMge  u 
relates  to  the  protective  duties,  and  every  tbiag  m"* 
nected  therewith,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on HH- 
ufactures." 

Mr.  GILLET  moved  to  amend  Mr.  A»a»s*aresM» 
tion  by  inserting  after  "duiiea"  the  words  "onB»aSC- 
tured  trticlts."  Rejected;  and  Mr.  ADAva'spropoNMs 
was  then  adopted,  and  tbe  third  reiolulion  was  ^iM" 
to  as  thus  amended.  , 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  conskleratwa 
the  12ih  of  the  said  resolutions;  which  isas  follovi: 

13.  Jietoked,  That  so  much  of  the  said  wemgeutv 
hktes  to  amending  tlw  constitution  of  the  United  Si*<n> 
together  with  all  proposilioni  and  resolutions  "^""Jr: 
at  the  last  and  present  sessions  of  Congress,  prop*^ 
amendments  to  tbe  conBtitutiiuiphe«w"1^*''""'' 
committee,  t«  be  conKgtnmljQf  «iMl^@>^K 
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A  motion  wm  made  by  Mr.  GALBRAITH  to  insert  in 
•aid  reaolution,  after  the  word  "reaolutioni,"  in  the  (bird 
line,  **  which  have  been  or  may  bet"  and  to  add  at  the 
end  of  aaid  reaolution,  "and  that  nid  committee  be  re- 
quired to  make  report  on  or  before  the  lat  day  of  Janu- 
My  neit," 

Theae  propoiitioni  were  rejected,  and  tlie  ISlh  reao- 
lution  agreed  to  by  the  Hou*. 

The  15ih  reaolution  was  then  read,  as  foltowt: 
15.  Meaolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Preaidenl's  message 
■s  relates  to  the  **  condition  of  the  various  executive  de- 
partments, the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have 
been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful  discbam  of 
the  public  business  in  all  of  ihem,  and  the  causes  ofeom- 

E taint,  from  uy  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they 
ave  fulfilled  the  objectt  of  their  creation,"  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  inembers,  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  with  instruc- 
tions to  inquire  Into  the  condition  of  the  various  execu- 
tive departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
tbey  have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
publio  biMiness  hai  been  discharged  in  ail  of  tbeoi,  and 
Mto  all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
■Banner  in  which  said  departments,  or  tbeir  bureaus  or 
offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of  every  de- 
scription whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with 
them  in  any  manner,  ofRcially  or  unofficially,  in  duties 
pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled  or  failed 
to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation,  or  have  vio- 
lated tbeir  duties,  or  hare  injured  and  impaired  the  pub* 
lio  service  and  intcreatt  and  that  said  committee,  in  its 
Inquiries  may  refer  to  sucb  periods  of  time  as  to  them 
nay  teem  expedient  and  proper. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  island,  said,  as  tfaii  subject 
was  likely  to  give  rise  to  debate,  he  would  move  an  ad- 
journment; but  gave  way  to  the  Cbaib,  to  present  an  ex- 
ecutive communication. 

Mr.  TALIAFERRO  asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution 
providing  for  going  into  the  election  of  a  chaplain  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  at  S  o'clock  on  Friday,  the  16th,  but 
it  was  objected  to. 
The  motion  of  Hr.  Pxibcb  to  adjourn  recurring —  1 
Mr.  PEYTON  wished  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  if  ! 
bis  motion  to  adjourn  was  predicated  on  his  own  inten-  I 
tioo  to  address  the  House  on  the  subject  of  the  resolu-  I 
tkmi  because,  if  such  was  the  case,  Ur.  p.  would  not  ' 
oppose  it.  i 

Mr.  PBARCH  replied  that  he  vouM  claim  no  privi- 
lege on  that  account;  and  whether  be  should  speak  upon 
tb«  question  or  not,  be  was  not  then  prepared  to  say. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


TaUKSDAT,  Decxmsbk  15. 
THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  (ineenth 
of  the  resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  I3th  instant,  on  the  President's 
message,  which  resolution  is  in  tlie  terms  following: 

RtMolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as 
relates  to  the  "condition  of  the  various  executive  de- 
partmeDts,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have 
been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful  dtsebarge  of 
the  public  busineas  in  all  of  them,  and  the  causes  of 
complaint,  frnm  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation,"  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  members, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various 
executive  departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in 
vbicb  the  public  buataeae  has  been  discharged  in  all  of 
ttcD,  md  mto  all  causes  of  complitot,  from  anjr  qmrtcri 


at  the  manner  in  which  said  departments,  or  their  bu- 
reaus or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of 
every  description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  con< 
nected  with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially, 
in  duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled 
or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation,  or 
have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  impaired 
the  publio  service  and  interest;  and  tnat  said  committee, 
in  its  intfuiries,  may  refer  to  such  periods  of  time  as  to 
them  may  seem  expedient  and  proper. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  went  at  some  length 
into  an  argument  in  opposition  to  the  resolution.  The 
resolution,  he  said,  was  predicated  on  a  clause  in  the 
President's  message  which  was  not  usual,  and  perhaps 
it  was  gratuitous  on  the  part  of  the  President.  The 
question  was,  whether  it  was  necessary,  because  the 
President,  in  his  last  annual  message,  wi^  an  overflow 
of  feeling  towards  the  beads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments— as  he  believed  him  to  have  the  kindest  feelings 
toward  all  men  living— had  thought  proper  to  compli- 
ment ihero.  It  was  necessary  to  have  an  investigating 
committee  to  ascertain  whether  be  spoke  the  truth. 
Although  it  was  not  the  usual  course,  still  the  President 
had  a  precedent.  Many  years  ago,  Mr.  Monroe  stepped 
out  of  the  usual  course  to  compliment  the  then  head  of 
the  War  Department,  [Hr.  Calhodit.]  But  becauae  he 
did  this,  no  committee  was  raised  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  the  compliment  was  deserved.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  resolution,  because  the  direct  (riiject  of  it.wu  to 
ascertain  whether  the  President  spoke  the  truth  or  not. 
He  then  went  on  to  ahov  that  all  the  subjects  contem- 
plated to  be  investigated  by  Ihia  proposed  select  com- 
mittee were  provided  fur  by  the  House  in  the  appoint- 
ment  of  the  standing  committees.  Among  these  com- 
mittees was  that  of  Ways  and  Means;  and  it  was  the  duty 
of  that  committee  to  take  into  consideration  and  report 
upon  all  "  such  reports  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  all  sucb  propoutions  relative  to  the  revenue,  as 
might  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House;  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  the  public  debt  or  the  revenue,  and  of  the 
expenditures,  and  to  report  from  time  to  time  their  opin- 
ion thereon;  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several 
public  departments,  and  particularly  into  the  laws  ma- 
king appropriations  of  moneys,  s>i^  to  report  whether 
the  moneys  have  been  disbursed  conformably  with  such 
laws;  and  also  to  report  from  time  to  time  such  provis- 
ions  and  arrangements  as  msy  be  oeceaury  to  add  to  the 
economy  of  the  departments,  and  tlie  accountability  of 
their  officers."  That  committee  was  required  to  do  all 
that  any  select  committer,  however  raised,  could  do. 
Besides  this,  there  were  other  committees,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  departments, 
and  the  expenditures  thereof.  Every  gentleman  must 
recollect  that,  at  the  last  sesaim  of  Congress,  a  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Hr.  SuirnsD,]  chairman  of  one 
of  these  committees,  investigated  the  affairs  of  some  of 
these  departments,  made  a  report,  and  the  repoit  waa 
acted  on  by  the  House;  and  could  not  that  heretofore 
done  be  again  done?  He  submitted  to  the  House,  then, 
to  say  whether  this  resolution  waa  not  gratuitous,  uncall- 
ed for,  and  had  nothing  to  justify  it,  except  the  para- 
graph alluded  to  in  the  President's  message.  Another 
objection  he  bad  to  it  was,  that  gentlemen  said  it  wu 
not  intended  to  be  raised,  out  of  any  hostile  feeling  to 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales.  Well,  what  were 
the  Secretary  of  Stale,  Treasury,  War,  Navy,  h.c.> 
They  were  the  mere  mouth-pieces  of  the  President; 
men  selected  to  do  what  he  could  not  do  himself.  Mr. 
P.  read  the  law  relating  to  the  Department  of  State, 
showing  his  duties,  snd  showing  that  the  head  of  that 
Department  was  created  to  do  for  the  President,  under 
the  htw,  that  which  the  Prendeiit^ould  notido  in  per- 
son. Hov,  then,  oould^MlMfevir^quhWWd^e^ 
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waa  not  implicatedt  when  the  acts  of  bis  ministers  were 
Dothing  more  nor  less  Ibtn  hit  acta?  Let  gentlemen 
take  the  bull  by  the  borns.  If  they  bad  any  allegations 
to  make  against. the  Prestdenl,  let  tbem  do  so  in  form. 
While  passing  on  the  acts  of  hia  principal  public  officers, 
they  necessarily  pused  on  tbe  acts  of  the  President  him- 
■elf.  He  then  proceeded  lu  show  that  the  laws  of  tbe 
land  threw  around  individuals  certain  guards;  they  were 
not  to  be  arr^gned  without  notice,  &c.  But  bow  were 
the  heads  of  these  departments  to  be  heard  and  tried 
under  tbe  resolution?  They  were  to  bare  no  hearing 
and  no  trial,  and  were  to  be  disfranchised  and  divested 
of  their  rights,  upon  the  mere  rumors  of  newspapers 
and  gossip  of  old  women.  There  never  was  a  commit- 
tee raised  upon  mere  suggestion  and  gossip,  without 
something  hke  a  charge  or  an  allegation.  Then  let  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia^  [Mr.  Wist,]  or  any  other  gen- 
tleman, make  out  a  charge  against  tbe  President,  and 
he  might  have  as  Urge  a  committee,  and  have  it  clothed 
with  what  powers  he  pleased;  but  until  this  course  should 
be  adopted,  he  was,  and  should  be,  opposed  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution.  Who  could  tell  what  powers  this 
committee  might  assumef  It  might  require  the  depart- 
ments to  submit  to  it  ail  matters  connected  with  removal, 
or  it  might  assume  any  other  authority  it  pleated.  The 
retolution  claimed  a  greater  acope  for  the  committee 
than  was  ever  granted  to  a  committee  of  that  House,  or 
■ny  other  legislntive  tribunal.  When  were  its  powers  to 
ceased  Who  could  tell  this?  From  the  form  of  the  reso- 
lution, never;  because  they  were  to  take  cognizance  of 
all  matters,  from  alt  quarters  of  the  Union;  Iron  every 
town,  village,  city,  and  hamlet;  all  causes  of  complaint, 
from  responsible  and  irresponsible  sources;  of  all  the  ten 
thousand  charges  which  an  old  lady,  who  had  cluuge  of 
a  paper  in  thia  city,  had  made,  and  tbe  ten  tbotisand 
more  which  she  probably  would  make. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  this  was  to  be  somewhat  an  ex 
parte  proceeding.  Suppose  the  heads  of  some  ot'thete 
departments  shall  have  done  aume  commendable  acts. 
The  committee  will  not  "be  bound  nor  required  to  look 
into  it.  No,  air,  their  object  will  be  to  arraign  them 
and  bring  Uiem  to  trial,  and  inflict  punishment  upon 
tbem.  Perhaps  the  committee  might  with  to  inquire 
into  tbe  eauaea  which  take  some  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments home  to  their  native  Slates,  to  ascertain  wbcltier 
they  want  to  operate  on  the  puliiics  of  audi  States. 
Weil,  sir,  the  Secretary  of  Slate  went  home  during  the 
last  summer;  and,  if  his  object  wua  to  operate  on  the 
politics  of  Ueorgii,  he  met  with  but  poor  success.  The 
Secretary  of  tbe  Navy  also  went  home;  but  hia  going,  if 
he  did  go  for  political  effect,  only  added  to  Ibe  strength 
of  the  party  opposed  to  him.  If  the  results  in  those 
Slates  were  the  coDsequence  of  their  visits,  it  .would 
have  been  much  better  iliey  had  not  gone.  But  suppose, 
as  the  Piesident  has  said,  that  all  of  the  heads  of  these 
departments  ahall  have  faithfully  done  their  duty,  we 
shall  have  no  report  from  this  committee  on  the  subject. 
It  was  to  be  a  fault-finding  cummitleei  their  object  was 
to  condemn,  and  not  to  cumphment  the  President  or  his 
ministers.  If  there  was  want  of  fidelity  in  the  depart- 
ments, yoii  would  have  no  report  from  this  committee. 
Although  the  Secretary  of  the  Trtasury  may  have  his 
Department  in  such  a  condition  that  any  thing  which 
is  brought  against  it,  either  from  ghost  or  goblin  damned, 
could  not  eflect  it;  although  the  poalmaiiter  General  n^sy 
have  produced  order  out  of  chaos,  and  aliliough  the, 
Secretaiy  of  War  may  have  discharged  with  tlie  greatebt 
ability  two  ofBcer,  nut  a  word  will  be  said  in  their  favor 
by  this  committee:  their  object,  ex  vi  termini,  will  be  to 
undo  what  the  Fresideiit  has  done;  or,  faihng  in  that,  they 
will  do  nothing.  Commitleea  of  that  House  were  raised 
for  special  causes,  for  causes  ^own.  What  were  the 
cautea  ^uwn  why  thia  committee  fchould  be  raised^ 


What  were  the  specifications}  Then,  unlets  they  vcie 
to  innovate  on  the  rulei  of  the  House,  tb^  eoold  tot 
adopt  this  resolution  in  its  present  form.  Let  a  resolu- 
tion be  introduced  in  due  form,  and  he  ima^ned  ao 
friend  of  ihe  Executive  on  that  floor  would  shrink  froa 
an  investigation.  Let  the  charges  be  made  against  the 
Executive  and  his  ministers,  jointly  am}  severally,  aad 
he  thought  be  could  safely  (ay  none  would  shrink  froa 
tbe  investigation.  It  was  not  his  business  to  fo  iats 
Roman  history,  from  tbe  ageoF  Auguatui  tolbat  «TU» 
rius,  for  tbe  purpose  of  finding  out  examples  of  aea 
who  had  waded  through  blood  to  power;  and  if  btSi 
so,  it  was  only  fur  instruction,  and  to  make  him  ibenore 
happy  that  he  lived  in  a  country  where  none  of  tboH 
aceiiea  were  enacted. 

Many  men,  Mr.  P.  said,  changed  their  miiwli  and 
opinions  of  men,  and  got  to  disapprove  the  courKof 
those  th«y  used  to  admire. 

[Mr.  Wise  said,  if  tbe  gentleman  alluded  to  hia,  be 
must  inform  him  that  he  never  was  in  the  situatioD  of 
the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  in  his  hfe.] 

Mr.  Pexmcb  proceeded.  The  character  of  a  ration 
depended  very  much  on  the  character  of  the  indivtdusli 
at  the  head  of  the  Government.  No  nation  was  render- 
ed more  valuable  by  their  resources  than  by  tbe  chaiae- 
ter  and  reputation  of  the  individual  who  presided  over  it. 
Why  did  Virginia  hold  herself  so  high?  It  might  be 
somewhat  on  account  ofber  toil,  clioute,  and  resourca. 
but  more  because  of  >)er  Washington,  her  Henrys,  ber 
JeKersons,  and  her  Maditons.  Their  characters  nut  onVf 
gave  character  to  Virginia,  but  to  all  the  States.  Why 
was  he  (Mr.  P.)  proud  of  the  little  State  he  bad  tbe 
honor,  in  part,  to  represent.'  He,  to  be  sure,  might  be 
proud  of  her  great  resoureeii  but  more  proud,  becaius 
it  was  Ihe  Und  of  Greene  and  P^rry.  Seven  cities  coS' 
tended  for  the  honor  of  giving  birth  to  Homer;  and  tyna. 
nica!  as  Napoleon  might  have  been,  liis  name  wsi  rcier. 
ed  by  moat  of  the  French  nation.  What  would  England, 
the  lust^nchored  isle  of  the  ocean,  have  been,  if  itra 
not  for  her  poets,  her  philosophers,  and  ber  statecmea' 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  repealing  that  he  could  not  rote 
for  the  resolution  in  its  present  form;  and  at  tbeiaaie 
time  said  he  would  not  shrink  from  the  respmuibilily  of 
an  investigation,  if  a  proper  committee  was  raised.  Be 
submitted  to  the  Hojise  the  following  amendment:  Siifte 
out  all  after  the  word  **  Betolved,"  and  insert  the  M- 
lowing: 

*■  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  is  In^ 
following  words,  to  wit:  *  Before  concluding  Ibis  paper, 
1  think  it  is  due  to  the  various  executive  departiBCDOts 
hear  testimony  to  their  prosperoua  condition,  and  to 
the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  tbey  have  beea  con- 
ducted. It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  tkoi 
a  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  buaioewi 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  tliat  there  is  no  j«< 
cause  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  maniwria 
whicli  they  tiitve  fulfilled  the  ohjects  of  their  creation.' 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  nine  membeTa,«iik 
instructions  to  inquire  into  any  specific  causes  of  ceo* 
plaint  which  may  be  alleged  against  the  integri^r  of  ^ 
administration  of  any  of  the  departments  or  their  bo- 
reauR,  or  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  with  which  their  du- 
ties have  been  discharged;  and  that  said  committee  bH> 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers." 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose  and  addressed  the  Chairai  f<^i)»i: 
Mr.  Speaker:  I  was,  at  first,  somewhat  aurpriaeJ 
that  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Pub»} 
should  be  found  in  opposition  to  this  investigation.  Tlist 
gentleman  was  once  the  zealous  advocate  oirig'^  scral^ 
ny  into  all  abuses  committed  by  public  functionaiin- 
[ii  an  elaborate  speech^  upon  this  floor,  he  oo« 
uined  an  investigation  vmilar  lo^e  one  turn  ff^^ 
by  my  friend  from  ViiE|pfeS^^^§e^$)gl'^  **  * 


1085 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1086 


Die.  15,  1836.]  TV  Prt»idenf$  Mmage.  [H.  op  R. 


ease  of  the  Wiscauet  collector.  Bat,  w,  the  genlleman 
Rnnounces  tlie  Tact  that  he  haS  changed.  He  was  then 
opposed  to  General  Jackson — violently  and  bitterly  op- 
posed to  him — and  he  nianifetted  that  opposition  in  ev< 
ery  conceivable  way,  and  upon  every  subject  that  arose. 
But  having  now  become  a  Jackson  man,  he  has  under* 
gonr,  it  seeiDs,  a  complete  pcrfitical  transformation.  And 
what  a  change!  hi^olc)  principles  discarded,  his  mental 
vision  in  total  and  disastrous  eclipse,  he  hss  closed  hts 
eyes  uport  friud,  and  peculation,  and  plunder! 

Butt  sir,  has  it  come  to  thti^  that  the  gentleman  from 
Bhode  Island  is  put  forward  as  the  champion  of  Andrew 
Jaekson?  Has  that  distinguished  citizen  already  sunk 
wo  low  that  his  fame  and  reputation  are  committed  to  the 
keeping  of  such  hands?  Oh,  spectacle,  mortifying  and 
bumitiating,  to  the  honest  friends  and  original  support- 
ers of  Andrew  Jackson!  those  who  fmight  with  him,  and 
voted  for  hint!  who  advocated  hts  (iiat  election  upon 
principle,  and  who,  unlike  the  gentleman,  yet  stand  up 
the  dauntless  advocatea  of  the  same  principles!  What 
must  they  think,  how  must  they  feel,  when  they  are  in- 
formed that  the  President's  reputation  ai  a  statesman 
has  fallen  into  the  custody  of  that  gentlemsn,  who,  for- 
merly a  violent,  loathed,  and  detested  assailant,  has 
thrown  himself  into  the  current  of  the  Presideni's  popu- 
larity, strong  enough  to  bear  even  him  along,  and  is  now 
become  his  pretended  fulsome  eulogist  and  defender? 

Bu^  sir,  to  the  gentleman's  obJectionSf  er  rather  bis 
pretended  objections,  to  the  proposed  inquiry.  He  has 
given  a  striking  specimen  of  the  cunning  and  lact  of  the 
■ect  to  which  he  belongs,  by  the  issue  which  he  has 
made  up — a  fiilse,  hypocritical  issue.  What  is  it.'  Why, 
forsooth,  that  it  involves  the  President's  veracity!  that 
it  will  be,  does  the  President  speak  the  truth  when  he 
says  that  all  the  officers  are  '*  honest"  as  well  as  capa- 
ble! and  that  he,  good  lender>hearted  man,  cannot  en- 
dure to  bear  any  thing  which  infringes,  in  the  slightest 
degree*  upon  the  veracity  of  that  higii  functionary.  Un- 
der this  mise  and  fraudulent  issue  the  gentleman  tsfees 
shelter,  and  expects  to  escape  all  inquiry,  all  investi- 
gation. Is  arj^ument  required  to  expose  a  position  so 
monstroosf  Will  not  every  high-minded  man  in  the  na- 
tion look  upon  It  with  scorn  and  indignation?  Sir,  I  de- 
ny and  denounce  this  as  that  false  issue  which  has  so  long 
been  the  shield  of  the  pariy,  and  behind  which  they  al- 
ways skulk  at  tiie  slightest  approach,  of  danger.  The 
President  aaya  that  they  are  honest,  and  the  gentleman 
says  you  are  not  to  prove  them  to  be  rogues,  because 
that  would  be  to  make  out  the  Preaident  a  l.ar.  What 
a  position! 

Did  the  President  write  the  paragraph  in  his  message, 
laudatory  of  these  officers,  which  the  gentleman  himself 
admits  is  unusual  in  such  a  document,  and  which,  I  am 
sure,  has  no  precedent  or  parallel  f  No,  sir,  not  one 
ward  of  U|  and  be  does  not  know,  at  this  moment,  that 
it  is  there.  What  is  it,  sir,  which  these  gentlemen,  so 
able  and  so  honest,  have  introduced  into  the  message, 
and  now  claim  that  it  is  evidence  of  so  high  and  sacred 
a  nature  that  it  cannot  be  examined  or  impeached? 
Here  it  is: 

•*  Before  concluding  this  paper,  I  think  it  due  to  the 
Variotis  executive  departments  to  bear  testimony  to 
their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  ability  and  integ- 
rity with  which  they  have  been  conducted.  It  has  been 
my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a  vigilant  and  faithful 
discharge  of  the  public  businessj  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
roe  10  believe  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint, 
from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  ful- 
filled the  objects  of  their  creation.'* 

Did  Andrew  Jackson  write  this  sweeping  certtBcate  of 
moral  ctiarscter  for  these  gentlemen?  No^  air,  no.  I 
plead  mm  at  factum.  It  is  not  his  deed.  They  have 
irnudulentljr  snuggled  it  K  into  hii  message,  to  evade 


scrutiny  into  their  conduct.  Instead  of  Rifling  inquiry, 
it  is  or  itself  a  cause  of  suspicion.  I  say,  sir,  that  the 
President  did  not  write  it)  in  support  of  which  averment 
I  have  evidence  satisfactory,  at  least  to  my  own  mind, 
and  such  as  should  be  made  known  to  this  House,  to  the 
country  at  large,  and  to  posterity.  It  should  thus  be 
made  known,  in  order  to  shield  the  name  and  fame  of 
the  President  from  that  imputation  which,  in  all  lime  to 
come,  would  attach  to  them,  in  consequence  of  this  fla- 
grant abuse  of  the  confidence  reposed  by  him  in  others. 
The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  which,  accord- 
ing to  usage,  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  President 
St  the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  inform  him  of 
the  readiness  of  Congress  to  receive  the  very  message 
in*  question,  found  him  extended  on  a  sick  couch,  scarce- 
ly able  to  raise  his  hand.  On  the  eve  of  their  departure, 
he  urged  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr,  Gnoanr]  to 
come  back  soon,  and  talk  with  himt  that  he  was  lone-  - 
some,  wanted  company,  and  wished  to  have  his  friends 
about  him.  The  Senator  (aUs,  that  it  should  be  neces- 
sary fur  him  to  invoke  the  attendance  of  friendly  and  of  - 
such  friends!)  did  return,  and  remained  with  the  Presi- 
dent more  than  an  hour,  during  which  time  he  never  al- 
luded to  the  subject  of  poliTics.  He  spoke  of  dying,  of 
the  Hermitage,  of  his  hope  that  he  might  be  spared  till 
he  could  reach  it  in  the  spring.  His  thoughts  were 
with  his  heart,  "  and  that  was  far  away,"  dweuing  upon 
other  and  doubtless  holier  meditations  than  writing  eu- 
logies upon  public  functionaries,  whose  conduct  he  wis 
in  no  situation  to  examine,  and  who,  if  ^they  were  hon- 
est,  needed  not  his  testimony  to  the  fact. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  has  another  ob- 
jection to  the  mode  of  proceeding  proposed  by  my  Triend 
from  Virginia.  He  says  that  it  is  unnecessary,  because, 
by  the  standing  rules  or  the  House,  the  investigation  into 
all  such  matters  is  enjoined,  as  a  duty,  upon  the  Com- 

?||ttee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  rule  alluded  to  by  the 
enlleman  reads  as  follows:  *'  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  take  into  considers- 
lion  all  such  reports  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
all  such  propositions  relative  to  the  revenue,  as  nuy  be 
referred  to  them  by  the  House,  &c.|to  examine  into 
the  stale  of  the  several  public  departments,  and  partic- 
ularly into  the  laws  making  appropriations  of  moneys, 
and  to  report  whether  the  moneys  have  been  disbursed 
conformably  with  such  laws)  and  also  to  report,  from 
time  to  time,  such  provisions  and  arrangements  as  may 
be  necessary  to  add  to  the  economy  of  (be  departments, 
and  to  the  accountability  of  their  ofRcers."  And  yet  the 
gentleman,  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his  argument,  con- 
tended that  the  exercise,  by  the  House,  of  such  a  power 
as  is  hereby  enjoined  upon  one  of  its  standing  commit- 
tees, would  be  a  disfranchisement  of  the  heads  of  de- 
partments! An  ex  parte  trial  and  conviction,  according 
to  the  rules  of  thecommon  law!  The  rule  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman  shows  the  sense  entertained  by  the  House 
in  relation  to  the  necessity  of  such  investigations  as  the 
one  proposed  into  the  state  and  condition  of  the  several 
departments,  with  a  view  to  the  rigid  accountability  of 
public  officers,  and  the  legal  disbursement  of  the  public 
moneys. 

But,  sir,  is  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  the  ap- 
propriate committee  to  make  such  examinations?  Look 
at  the  past.  How  long  have  complaints  of  malversation 
in  office  been  ringing  in  the  ears  of  gentlemen?  Look 
at  the  formation  of  that  committee.  Its  chairman  [Mr. 
CAXBaxLKsa]  labora  under  a  political,  if  not  a  legal, 
disability  to  institute  and  conduct  them  with  efficiency. 
Uare  he  move  in  such  a  cause?  No,  sir(  he  would  seal 
hia  fate  forever.  But  if  that  committee  were  forced  by 
the  House  into  the  investigation,  with  what  hope  of  suc- 
cess could  we  rely  upon  itf  Theiiewl  of  ea<n  depart- 
ment would  band  overp^^ti^  t^*!!!P®OgTOt  «<""■ 
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mlttee  such  a  ititement  u  be  migbt  cbooae  to  lend 
here. 

Wby.  sir.  it  would  be  like  tbe  trial  of  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney. Reuben  hu  been  tried,  and,  as  you  will  be  ^hd 
to  hetr,  ftcqu'ilied,  since  tbe  last  session.  But  how  tnedf 
Not  by  a  committee  of  this  Housed  No,  slri  he  was 
tried  on  the  other  side  of  the  Allegbanies,  while  tbe 
witnenes  and  the  prosecutor  were  a  thousand  miles 
off.  He  wu  tried  at  Jonesborougfa,  TenneiMe,  before 
the  President  of  the  United  Statesf  the  proteculor  not 
my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wi»,]  but  one  John 
Kennedy,  who  prosecuted  Reuben  so  baodsomely,  that 
he  has  since  been  rewarded  by  an  appointment.  Reu- 
ben wai  arraigned  before  the  President  in  a  targe  crowd, 
tbe  chargci  against  him  so  drawn  up  that  (bey  could  all 
be  aoiwcred  in  bts  favor  without  touetaing  the  true  isiuea 
which  involre  his  guilt  or  innocence.  They*  in  efi«ct, 
■sked  the  President — is  Reuben  a  saint,  or  is  be  a  tin- 
nerF  **  He  is  a  persecuted  patriot,  sirt  persecuted  on 
account  of  his  opposition  to  tbe  United  States  Bank." 
«There!"8aid  they,  "do  you  hear  that'"  and  the  shout, 
hurra  for  Reuben,  was  loud  and  long.  But,  sir,  the  gen- 
tleman chose  to  wander  from  the  subject  before  (he 
House,  and  carry  this  political  war  into  I'ennessee.  This 
is  contrail  lu  the  policy  of  bis  State  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britwn.  She  then  had  a  higher  regard  for 
State  lines  and  State  sorereigntyt  her  patriotism  was  on- 
ly comnnenaurale  with  her  small  limits. 

He  represents  the  President  as  going  to  the  Hermitage 
on  private  business,  and  seems  to  justify  all  which  his 
party  attempted  to  acliieve  by  (be  President's  visit  to 
Tennessee.  A  private  fisit  to  tbe  Hermitag^e!  They 
scarcely  gave  him  time  to  shake  hands  with  the  old  family 
•ervanls  at  the  Hermitage.  He  was  hurried  from  plvce 
to  place,  dragged  along  through  dust  and  heat  to  public 
meetings,  at  towns,  and  villages,  and  cross-roads,  and 
country  stores;  carried  through  Tennessee  and  Alabamat 
brought  back,  and  taken  through  Kentucky,  by  the  w%' 
of  Cincinnati,  to  Washington.  The  friends  of  Hr.  Van 
Buren  resorted  to  every  art  to  czcUe  and  induce  him  to 
take  sn  active  part  in  tbe  election}  and  they  now  talk  of 
a  private  visit  to  tbe  Hermitage!  Sir,  I  wu  told  this 
morning,  as  t  entered  the  CapituI,  that  some  one  of  the 
members  from  Tennessee  denied  certain  facts  which 
every  one  there  knows  to  be  true.  I  hope,  air,  that  no 
such  denial  has  been  made.  But,  if  it  has,  I  stand  ready 
to  meet  the  gentleman,  and  maintain  tbe  truth  of  those 
facts  any  where.  The  President  assailed  me  for  Uie  course 
which  he  said  I  had  pursued  in  relation  to  tbe  bill  which 
contained  tbe  appropriation  tocarry  into  effect  the  Cher- 
okee treaty*  before  he  left  tbe  city,  which  complaint  he 
frequently  repeated  on  bis  way  to  the  Hermitage.  At 
Knoxville,  a  gentleman  produced  the  Globe  newspaper, 
which  showed  that  I  had  voted  and  spoken  in  support  of 
that  measure.  But  it  had  no  effect,  for  he  continued  to 
speak  of  it  as  he  had  done  before.  At  Sparta,  be  de- 
nounced my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wist]  as  a  liar. 
At  tbe  bouse  of  Mrs.  Saunderif  in  Sumner  county, 
I'ennessee,  he  slated  that  my  colleague  [Mr.  Bzll] 
**toId  twenty  lies  in  one  speech,  and  knew  them  to  be 
lies  at  the  timet"  and  (bat  Peyton  was  a  greater  liar  than 
Bell.  In  passing  through  the  district  of  my  collesgue, 
[Mr.  PuBisTKB,]  his  very  able  speech  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  having  been  mentioned,  the  President  stated 
that  any  man  could  get  as  good  a  speech  as  that  written 
at  Wuhington  for  five  dollars."  When  asked  bow  Hr. 
Huntsman  was,  in  relation  to  political  parties,  **  He  is 
-  on  the  fence,"  said  the  General,  "and  no  one  knows 
which  side  he  will  fall."  The  constituents  of  another 
one  of  my  colleagues  inquired,  *'  Well,  General,  what 
do  you  think  ol  our  representative,  Hr.  Shields?" 
*'flh!"  said  be,  "be  is  of  no  account,  air,  no  account} 
turn  him  out,  and  send  some  one  in  his  place  who  is  of 


some  aecoant."  1  have  repeated  these  things  sir,  wA 
on  account  of  any  pleasure  they  afford  me,  but  beciute 
ihoae  very  gentlemen  who  were  the  cause  of  these  «■ 
hibitiona  are  now  denying  them.  Let  any  man  denythii 
statement  who  dare. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Idand  calls  upoo  ui  to 
take  "the  bull  by  the  horns;"  "to  move  an  iropesch' 
meat  against  the  President  at  once^  says  that  "tw  ii 
accountable  for  the  acts  of  bis  mininirs^  and  any  allid 
upon  them  is  in  effect  an  impeachment  of  Mn."  TMl 
is  strange  doctrine  to  me,  sir.  We  with  to  rope  IbM 
calves,  and  drag  them,  bleating  aa  they  go,  from  tbe 
Treasury,  for  they  have  been  sucking  too  long  tiiadf^ 
and  the  gentleman  aayi  no,  "  take  the  bull  bv  the  boms." 
Hove  an  impeachment  against  the  President,  indeed! 
He  accountable,  criminally  aecoantable  for  (be  not  of 
integrity  on  the  part  of  bis  ministers!  Was  there  eier 
any  thing  more  impudent  than  this?  BecsuM  Genenl 
Jackton  is  a  patriot,  doea  it  follow  that  Reuben  II.  Whit- 
ney is  any  thing  but  what  the  world  knows  him  to  beF 
Because  General  Jackton  is  an  honest  man,  does  it  fol- 
low that  Amos  Kendall,  and  all  the  other  "  hireliofi," 
at  be  calls  them,  are  honest  toof  This,  sir,  is  thedoe* 
trige  of  the  parly — the  doctrine  of  men  into  whose  bandi 
the  government  of  the  counlnr  has  ^len.  Bat,  lir,  tbe 
gentleman,  in  thus  shuffling  himself  under  the  pnteclinc 
mantle  of  tbe  President,  but  displays  llie  usual  tact  a 
the  party  to  which  he  belongs.  They  are  all  pitrioti^ 
if  the  President  be  a  patriot.  They  are  all  honest  ekb, 
if  the  President  be  an  honest  man.  Sir,  let  me  put  i 
case  in  common  li  Te  to  illustrate  (his  doctrinr;  one  wbicb 
every  farmer  will  understand.  Take  any  man  of  seven- 
ty years  of  age,  put  him  on  a  farm  with  sixty  baodi  to 
control,  give  him  a  full  crop— corn,  tobacco,  and  smH 
grain— can  be  manage  them  so  that  no  part  ^  the  crop 
will  suffer?  Suppose  bis  foremen  are  faithless  awl 
roguish,  that  they  are  delected  marauding  the  counir;  of 
nights,  taken  with  their  pigs  and  turkeys,  their  cbickeu 
and  potatoes,  upon  them,  could  they  plead  the  TirtuMtf 
their  master  as  a  justification  of  their  crimes.'  Couh 
you  not  lynch  them  without  meaning  to  inflict  hlovisP- 
on  the  good  old  man  whose  confidence  they  bad  abaied! 
There  is  no  man  amongst  them  who  can  stand  one 
ment  upon  liis  own  merits.  No,  airi  they  have  ctovdea 
and  huddled  together  under  the  mantle  of  General  Jtck- 
son,  until  that  is  not  broad  enough  to  cover  them:  tluT 
have  worn  It  threadbare,  stretched  and  torn  it  iniout* 
ters.  You  may  occasionally  get  a  glimpse  of  Vsn's  bw 
pate  popped  out  here,  Amos's  sharp  face  there,  VtWt 
red  eyes  yonder,  Blair's  shank  at  one  place,  and  Ren- 
ben's  pockets  filled  with  Treasury  receipts  at  anotben 
and  nuw,  sir,  we  have  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Isluxi 
squealing  around  like  an  odd  pig,  for  whom  there  >i 
teat,  hunting  a  place  to  crawl  in  at.  Now,  sir,  wW  ' 
wish  is,  to  strip  the  Jackton  mantle  off  these  gentleoes, 
and  let  them  stand  up  for  ibemtelvea.  Ererjr  one 
knows  thst  no  gentlenun  upon  this  floor  bu  any  BotiKi 
any  wish,  to  make  an  issue  with  Genenl  Jackunt 
be  cannot  be  the  object  of  thisresolalion.  Hiscoane* 
run,  his  day  is  past,  bis  power  is  in  other  bsnd%  and  ** 
wish  to  bold  those  gentlemen  accountable  for  tbe  IMS' 
ner  in  which  they  exercise  it  There  has  been  no  ion** 
ligation  inlo  the  departments,  which  we  propose  (o 
amine,  for  the  last  eight  years.  We  wish  to  see  a  letut 
ment  of  their  accounts  at  the  bar  of  tbe  public,  and  w 
baUnce  fairly  struck  between  ihem  and  the  peopK- 
They  may  be  honest,  very  honcstf  if  so,  it  is  due  to  tbeo- 
selvea  th>t  they  show  it.  tt  maybe  otherwisei  aad,  >■ 
that  event,  it  is  due  to  the  country  that  we  should  he** 
a  committee  of  the  House  to  show  that,  llov  it  it  p(» 
posed  that  they  shall  come  to  trial?  Upon  the  certifio* 
contained  in  the  message,  and  upon  that  atone.  '■■>' 
gentleman  himself  Bdmi»tbau|g!^^ra|^ert«^ 
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are  unusukl.  [  detest  the  whole  system  of  certifying 
which  pervades  every  deparitnrnt  of  the  Government, 
and  can  be  traced  from  Reuben  M.  Whitney  up,  (I  be- 
lieve you  cannot  go  from  Reuben  down.)  Yes,  sir,  a 
coward,  who  ahrinks  and  runs  from  an  adversary  whom 
be  hai  injured,  will  get  a  certificate  of  his  eDura£:e  to 
use  upon  the  stump;  a  traitor  will  jgt\  a  certificate  of  his 
patriotismf  a  roffiie  oF  his  honesty;  and  a  perjured  wit- 
ness of  his  veracity;  and  if  you  attempt  to  fix  upon  either 
of  these  his  true  churacter,  he  will  ensconce  himself  be- 
hind his  certificate.  We  ask  permission  to  go  into  the 
various  departments,  and  see  wiiat  iheir  true  condition  is. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  that  is  equivalent  to  an  im- 
peachment of  the  President,  for  here  is  bisatatement that 
all  is  vellj  **tbat  there  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint 
from  any  quarter;"  and  the  argument  is,  that  if  yon  find 
Just  cause  of  complaint,  it  will  show  Ilut  what  the  Presi- 
dent has  said  is  not  true;  ami,  therefore,  if  jou  do  not 
mean  to  attack  the  President,  there  must  be  no  exami- 
nation whatever.  We  hold  these  ofiicers,  whose  con- 
duct we  propose  to  examine,  to  be  trustees;  and  we 
liave  reason  to  believe  that  they  have  abused  their  trust, 
and  abused  the  confidence  of  ihe  President,  and  demand 
that  they  shall  give  an  account  of  their  own  conduct  to 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  are  met  at  once, 
and  told  that  you  are  putting  the  President  upon  his 
Iriali  it  is  an  impeachment  af;ainst.bim;  make  out  your 
specifications  and  summon  him  to  the  bar  of  the  Senate. 
All  we  ask,  sir,  is,  that  the  representatives  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  shall  send  a  committee  and  examine  the  ar- 
chives, records,  and  papers  of  their  own  Government, 
in  any  and  all  of  its  departments,  and  make  their  report 
of  the  facts  to  this  House.  We  propose  no  criminal 
prosecution  against  any  one,  but  an  investigation  into 
the  condition  of  Ihe  departments,  and  the  honesty  and 
fidelity  of  the  public  agents;  and  this  the  gentleman  calls 
disfranchisement  under  the  common  law.  He  was  elo- 
quent and  extravagant  in  his  euli^iums  upon  the  heads 
of  these  departments;  he  spouled  their  praises  in  poetry, 
and  I  suppose  he  means  they  shall  live  in  song  and  story, 
lie  says  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Treasury  has  not  slept 
upon  bis  arms.  No,  sir,  he  has  not  slept;  and  the  party 
should  feci  under  the  highest  obligations  to  liim,  for  he 
has  so  contrived  as  to  mulce  the  Treasury  and  the  public 
lands  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  Mr.  Van  Burcn  in  the  late 
election.  By  the  celebrated  Treasury  order,  which  he 
issued,  requiring  specie  in  payment  for  the  public  lands, 
with  an  exception  in  favor  of  citizens  of  the  States  in 
which  those  lands  are  situated,  he  in  effect  offered  a 
bribe  of  one  hundred  dollars  a  head  for  votes  in  the 
Slates  of  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  Michigan, 
which  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  State.  Fur,  sir,  at 
the  sale  of  public  lands  in  Mississippi  last  fall,  specie 
was  woKh  at  one  time  twenty  per  cent. ;  and,  while  the 
citizens  of  Tennessee,  then  considered  in  rebellion  against 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  were  required  to  pay  this  enormous  tax, 
the  citizens  of  Mississippi,  a  doubtful  State  in  the  elec< 
tion,  were  exempt  from  it.  At  Government  price, 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  would  cost  the 
Mississippian  four  hundred  dullars,  while  the  Tennessce- 
an,  for  the  same  quanliiy,  was  compelled  to  pay  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  from  the  necessity  he  was 
placed  under,  by  this  order,  of  raising  specie.  And, 
sir,  this  was  not  confined  to  the  poor  and  needy,  but  ex- 
tended to  the  nabob,  with  hit  hundreds  of  hands  and 
thousands  of  bales,  while  the  specie  was  exacted  from 
the  most  indigent  and  meritorious  Tennesseean.  This, 
sir,  is  what  I  call  high-handed  oppression  on  the  one 
side,  and  wholesale  bribery  and  corruption  on  the  other. 
Philip  of  Macedon  never  made  a  more  unblusliing  use 
of  money  to  corrupt  and  enslave  the  people  of  Greece. 
This  Secretary  must  be  entitled  to  the  praise,  and  some- 
thing more  substantial  still,  to  a  portion  of  the  spoils  of 
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the  party.  The  gentleman  alluded,  also,  to  the  visit  of 
Ihe  Secretary  of  Slate  "(Mr.  Forsyth)  to  Georgii,  which 
he  calls  unfortunate;  true,  his  visit  was  unfortunate;  and 
of  the  visit  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  ( Mr.  Dicker- 
son)  to  New  Jersey,  which  was  also  unfortunate.  He 
seems  unwilling  to  give  them  any  credit  for  well-meant 
exertions,  and  **  wi^eato  God  Ibey  had  staid  at  home." 
This  appears  rather  ungrateful,  as  they  used  their  best 
exertions  in  the  cause.  It  is  true  the  gentleman  attempts 
to  conceal  Ihe  fact;  but  it  is  notorious  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stale  went  to  Georgia,  and  used  every  effort  to 
rally  his  bhuttcred  forces;  lhat  he  was  openly  election- 
eering for  Mr.  Van  Duren.  Amos,  too,  if  1  was  correct- 
ly informed,  made  an  excursion,  for  a  like  purpose,  into 
New  England.  I  am  sure  that  I  saw  it  slated  that  lie 
had  his  face  lithographed,  and  copies  sent  through  the 
country,  so  that  those  who  coidd  not  see  "  the  divine 
original  might  at  least  gaze  on  love's  counterfeit." 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  assumes  another  ground  in  de- 
fence of  these  <<  ministers,"  as  he  calls  them.  He  says 
the  appointment  of  this  committee  would  amount  to  a 
disfranchisement  of  those  officers  whose  conduct  it  is 
proposed  to  scrutinize,  by  denying  to  them  a  trial  ac- 
cording to  the  strict  rules  of  the  criminal  law.  This 
principle  holds  only  where  a  man  is  on  trial  for  crime. 
All  hiws  are  to  be  liberally  expounded,  so  as  to  detect 
fraud,  but  strictly  construed  when  you  come  to  puni&h 
a  criminal.  The  gentleman  goes  too  fast;  he  leaps  to  the 
conclusion,  leaving  us  at  the  beginning  of  this  matter; 
while  we  are  commencing  the  development  of  fraud  and 
corruption,  which  the  law  abhors,  he  anticipates  the 
awful  result  which  may  be  brought  about,  and  is  appeal- 
ing to  your  sympathy  on  behalf  of  the  culprit.  Now,  if 
be  will  be  patient,  we  will  go  on  with  him,  and  in  due 
season  we  will  lean  to  the  side  of  mercy,  and  acquit 
wherever  there  is  reasonable  doubt.  This  is  strange 
doctrine  to  come  from  that  side  of  the  House.  These 
Mcers  are  the  trustees  of  the  people,  and  accountable 
to  the  people.  They  have  been  long  in  office,  and  are 
about  entering  upon  a  new  lease;  and  now,  when  called 
upon  to  make  an  exhibition  of  their  fideliiy  and  ability, 
their  friends  upon  this  floor  raise  the  cry  of  disfranchise- 
ment and  summary  punishment.  I  deny  andutterly  re- 
pudiate this  doctrine.  Sir,  in  private  life,  no  one  de- 
nies the  right  of  a  principal  to  look  into  the  conduct  ol 
his  agent.  What  would  that  principal  think  of  an  agent 
who  would  shut  his  books  and  say,  I  claim  protection 
under  the  criminal  code;  you  cannot  examine  these 
books,  lest  it  may  lead  to  a  prosecution  against  meF 
What  honest  man  would  not  say  at  once  he  was  guilty^ 
What  judge  would  sustain  the  objection  for  an  instanlf 
Take  the  case  of  a  guardian:  a  motion  is  made  in  court, 
a  cominiltee  is  appointed,  and  he  is  brought  forthwith 
to  a  sett  lement ;  could  he  object,  on  the  ground  that  the 
examination  of  his  accounts  might  develop  crime,  and 
lead  to  punishment^  And,  sir,  have  not  the  American 
people  the  same  power  over  these  keepers  of  their  treas- 
ure, and  guardians  of  their  constitution,  laws,  and  liber- 
tie?,  which  a  court  of  justice  can  exercise  over  the  ^uard> 
ian  of  an  estate  and  the  children  who  own  ilf  Sir,  be- 
cause investigation  may  lead  to  such  a  discovery,  it  does 
not  preclude  investigation  altogether.  The  gentleman's 
fancy  seems  to  be  haunted  by  the  idea  of  criminal  prose- 
cutions and  penitentiary  punishments.  Well,  sir,  his 
fancies  may  be  realized;  be  may  know  something  calcula- 
ted toexcite  his  alarm;  it  may  lesd  to  that,  and  I  would  not 
be  surprised  if,  in  some  instances,  it  did;  but  we  move  no 
impeachment,  no  indictment,  no  presentment,  at  this 
lime.  We  merely  ask  that  this  House,  as  the  great  in- 
quest of  the  nation,  shall  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
departments;  and  upon  a  report  of  fads,  byacommiltee, 
it  will  then  be  able  to  determine  what  steps  are  proper 
to  be  taken.   If  crime  is  dcveloped-vi  *ny  quarter,  then 

Digitized  by  V^OOg  IC 


1001 


GALES  Sl  BEATON'S  REGISTER  1092 


H.  or  B.3  The  Pnuden^a  Mmage.  [Dk.  15, 1836. 


it  will  be  the  proper  time  to  bring  olTendera  to  triti,  and 
they  shall  have  all  the  benefiu  of  the  itrtct  rules  of  com- 
mon  lair>  and  eriminal  law,  and  the  benefit  of  clergy 
likewise.  Sir,  there  ii  something  '*  rotten  in  Denmark," 
or  we  would  not  have  this  resolute  and  continued  opposV* 
tion  to  all  investigation,  which  is  calculated  to  show  mis* 
management  on  the  part  of  agents  and  officers  of  Gov- 
ernment. At  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress  there  were  pending  moUons  and  resolutions 
calculated  to  effect  objects  similar  to  those  contemplated 
by  this  resolution,  an^  they  were  all  smothered  by  the 
party  to  which  the  gentleman  belongs,  and,  I  believe, 
with  his  assistance.  The  gentleman  dreads  a  select  com- 
mittee, while  he  is  willins  to  go  to  trial  upon  the  certifi- 
cate of  Ihe  President,  and  seems  to  have  full  confidence 
iu  the  result,  if  the  matter  be  intrusted  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Waya  and  Means.  Yet,  sir,  he  is  alarmed  at  the 
idea  of  a  select  committee,  and  lays  it  will  he  a  **  fault- 
finding, censorious  committee.*'  Have  the  gentleman 
and  bis  friends  any  thing  to  dread  in  the  appointment  of 
thSa  commitleeF  Is  the  Speaker  subject  to  the  suspicion 
of  doing  Injustice  to  any  of  (he  parly  in  the  appointment 
.  of  committees?  Sir,  is  it  not  a  matter  of  absolute  cer- 
laintv  that  a  majority  of  this  committee,  if  appointed, 
will  be  compoaed  of  the  friends  of  these  ofScers?  Can- 
not those  gCDtlemen  meet  their  own  friends  without  fear 
and  trembling^  Is  there  not  virtue  and  talent  in  this 
House  sufficient  to  guaranty  protection  to  the  innocent, 
as  well  as  to  insure  the  detection  and  exposure  of  (he 
guilty?  Are  gentlemen  willing  (hat  it  shall  be  under- 
stood, and  go  abroad  to  the  country,  that  (hey  cannot 
face  such  a  committee,  composed  of  gentlemen  of  the 
highest  honor  and  purest  principle,  even  though  they 
are  their  own  frienda.'  And  these,  tof^  are  the  men  in 
whose  hands  the  Government  of  the  country  is  placed, 
and  who  claim  to  be  above  suspicion,  beyond  the  power 
of  this  House,  forted  in  upon  all  aides  by  the  ramparts  jjf 
the  President's  certificate. 

There  is  one  other  position  assumed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island,  which  is  quite  original,  and  merits 
particular  attention!  it  is  this,  sir:  that  the  direction  given 
at  the  laat  sesaion  to  the  bill  commonly  called  the  exec- 
utive patronage  bill  is  conclusive  as  to  the  view  s  of  this 
House  upon  the  subject  of  executive  patronage.  And 
he  seems  to  draw  an  infereoce  Ibat  the  House  then  gave 
its  sanction  to  all  that  had  been  or  would  be  done  in  the 
way  of  executive  patronage,  in  all  its  departments. 
What  are  the  fscta  in  relation  to  that  case?  A  gentle, 
man  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Mahit,]  on  the  35th  February, 
1836,  moved  ■*  that  said  bill  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary."  My  colleague  [Mr.  Bkll]  moved 
"it  should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee;"  and, 
pending  these  motions,  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Hkoxooolk]  moved  "that  the  executive  patronage  bill 
be  committed  to  the  Commi(tee  of  (he  Whole  House  on 
the  atate  of  the  Union,"  which  motion  took  precedence 
of  the  others,  and  prevailed,  and  there  the  bill  has  slept 
ever  aince.  The  question  of  executive  patronag*  was  not 
taken  up  for  consideration  afterwards)  and  now  the  gen- 
tleman contends  that  the  House  having  failed  to  act  upon 
the  aubject,  it  waa  therefore  against  the  bill,  and  in  favor 
of  executive  patronage,  to  the  fullest  extent.  Sir,  du- 
ring the  laat  summer,  in  Tennessee,  1  endeavored  to  in- 
culcate this  doctrine,  so  far  as  to  hold  a  majority  of  this 
House  accountable  for  its  failing  to  act  upon  this  as  well 
aa  lome  other  important  questions^  but  this  doctrine  was 
controverted  by  you  and  your  friends.  How  would  it 
hold  upon  another  great  question — the  question  of 
unending  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  so  as  to 
secure  the  election  of  President  and  Vice  President  to 
the  people,  at  all  events  and  under  all  circumstances? 
For  the  hut  two  acasions  of  Congress  this  has  been  a 
leading  question,  and  aflbrded  a  fair  opportunity  for  the 


party  to  ahow  their  zeal  in  carrying  out  the  measorei  sT  i 
Cieneral  Jackson.  I,  and  the  friends  wiUt  whon  I  act, 
have  ever  been  in  favor  of  that  measorr.  At  the  aesM  | 
before  the  last,  soon  after  it  waa  known  that  Judp 
White  waa  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  while  »e 
were  urging  the  House  to  take  up  the  resolutions  upon 
that  subject,  the  present  Speaker  [Mr.  Jambs  K-  P*u] 
made  a  speech,  in  which,  aHer  professing  a  williagooi 
to  go  for  the  measure,  objected  to  acting  upon  the  wA- 
ject  then,  alleging  a  want  of  time,  and  also  some  iia> 
perfection  in  the  resolutions.  1  followed  in  a  fcv  r^ 
marks,  in  which  I  uf^ed  the  importance  of  speed; 
action  on  the  subject,  and  reminded  the  Speaker  of  hi) 
former  course  in  relation  to  the  matter;  and,  tboag'li  be 
spoke  against  us,  he  voted  with  us  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lutions. His  friends,  however,  took  their  cue,  and  fol- 
lowed his  precept  instead  of  bis  example,  and  the  rcss* 
lutidns  were  postponed.  At  the  laat  aes^nof  Congicn 
the  same  subject  came  up,  with  no  better  fate  thao  be- 
fore. It  was  with  great  difficulty  we  could  get  a  report 
from  the  committee  at  all.  They  all  profewed  to  be  ia 
favor  of  the  amendment.  Oh!  yesj  but  they  seemed  to 
agree  to  differ  as  to  the  mode  of  effecting  ilt  and,  at  Wt 
when  the  report  came  in,  it  took  the  same  directioD 
with  the  executive  patronage  bill,  or  aoniething  fdce  it. 
We  could  not  bring  the  gentlemen  to  a  vote  on  either. 
And  is  it  to  he  understood,  now  the  election  is  over,  (I 
know  that  it  would  not  have  been  admitted  beibre,) 
that  all  those  who  voted  to  give  those  important  roeiS'  i 
ures  the  go-by  are  to  be  set  down  as  voting  agtiart 
.  them?  If  so,  how  do  the  party  stand  upon  the 
leading  measures  of  General  Jackson's  administntioB? 
if  we  call  upon  gentlemen  to  walk  in  the  footstep*  of 
the  President  upon  that  oft-rrpcated  but  never  heeded 
recommendation  in  regard  to  the  election  of  PreiideBt 
and  Vice  President,  are  we  to  be  told  that  the  Roufe  bii 
already  decided  that  question  against  the  Presidest'i 
recommendations,  by  refusing  to  vote  on  the  qties^? 
Are  we  to  be  told,  if  we  propose  to  limit  executire  p»t- 
ronage,  that  the  House  has  already  decided  (bat  ques- 
tion in  the  same  manner,  and  has  sanctioned  the  fc" 
tent  to  which  executive  measures  have  been  reccntv 
carried  ?  And,  air,  what  ia  that  extent*  It  is  aofficieHi 
if  not  checked,  and  grows  into  a  settled  preeedert,  l« 
rivet  chains  upon  us  and  our  children  forever.  8aa> 
precedent  will  authorize  a  President  («  mske  the  noat- 
nation  of  his  successor  a  cabinet  measure,  issue  bjs  p^)^ 
lamation  calling  a  convention  to  confirm  that  nominatio^ 
and  denounce,  in  advance,'  all  who  dare  oppose  tlx 
nominees  before  or  after  the  convention  act^  as 
ing  public  virtue,  and  opposing  the  right  of  llw  pC^P* 
to  govern."  Fur,  sir,  this  has  been  done  In  the  We 
nomination  of  the  "Government"  candidates,  as  HtfJ*"* 
called  in  the  English  journals.  Waa  that  ticket  w  rt* 
msrkable  for  its  puriiy  and  virtue  that  to  oppose  it 
to  assail  the  virtue  of  ihe  people?  Mr.  Van  BureaW 
promised  to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  General  J*c»** 
and  is,  consequently,  bound  in  due  lime  to  nomi^B*** 
colleague  (Colonel  Johnson)  for  the  pi*"*^"*?*^^ 
convention  to  ratify  his  nomination,  take  the  Gen,  w 
secure  his  election  by  the  use  of  all  the  ways  and  bk«J 
in  the  power  of  the  Kxecutive.  This,  sir,  is  the  extesj 
to  which  executive  patronage  has  alrewiy 
which  the  gentleman  contends  has  beforehand  bp» 
sanctioned  by  this  House.  This,  Mr,  is  wbatloe^ 
Whatever  this  House  may  be  deatined  to  do,  it  has  »« 
come  to  that  yet.  . 

Sir,  1  was  not  prepared  for  such  doctrines,  and  J  i"* 
say  that  I  was  not  prepared  for  the  oppoution  to  the  pf* 
posed  investigation.  1  had  hoped  that  gentlemen 
have  become  ashamed  of  screening  these  ofliwf*'''^ 
instead  of  running  to  General  Jukaon  for  «rtifi«i«» 
«o«l  character,  shg^^^^^  ^y^?^  "  ^  j 
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tifffttion.  But,  sir.  will  the  people  of  ibe  United  States 
be  utiified  forever  that  they  sball  shrink  from  responsi- 
bility, bold  up  General  Jackson's  character  as  tbeir 
•bield,  and  hereby  escape  a  tcnitiny  of  their  conduct? 
If  tbey  have  acted  honorably,  we  wish  them  to  show  it; 
if  thow  suspicions,  so  common,  so  universal,  are  ground- 
lea^  we  wish  the  country  to  know  it.  Innocence  never 
aeeka  for  safety  in  flight,  in  concealment,  but  rather 
courts  investigation  and  defies  scrutiny.  How  can  gen- 
tlemen reconcile  innocence  with  this  trembling  and 
ihrinkiiig^-this  riiielding  themselves  under  the  numeri- 
i»l  strength  of  their  friends  in  this  House'  This  was 
Ibeir  courae  at  the  last  seanoo  of  Congress.  Remember, 
sir.  what  fatality  attended  erery  efllVirt  to  obuin  a  eom- 
mittee  of  investigation  then.  Recollect  the  extraordi- 
nary and  obstinate  protection  extended  to  that  darling 
Treasury-pet,  Reuben  Whitney.  Let  it  also  be  remem- 
bered that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  unanimously 
recommended  an  inquiry  into  the  abuses  of  that  bureau, 
wbicb  would  bave  deTelopcd  the  caaiea  of  the  late  and 
preaent  Indian  wars  in  the  South.  That  conunitlee  re- 
ported a  resolution  authorixing  any  two  of  its  mem- 
bera  (o  prosecute  the  inquiry  by  taking  testimony  for 
the  information  of  the  House  at  this  session.  But.  sir, 
this  resolution,  reported  by  a  committee  a  majority  of 
whom  were  in  favor  of  Ur.  Van  Buren,  was  rejected  in 
the  House.  The  citizens  of  Georgia  and  Alabama  peti- 
tioned and  implored  the  House  to  investigate  that  sub- 
ject, ailing  tbe  most  unheard-of  frauds  and  abuses. 
Upon  this  application  the  vote  stood :  Ayea  77*  noes  77— 
a  tie;  and  the  Speaker  gave  tbe  casting  vote  against  the 
investigation.  Sir.  men  high  in  favor  and  high  in  office 
were  suspected.  The  agent  of  the  Government.  John 
B.  Hogan.  gave  tbe  Uepartment  official  information  of 
the  greatest  outrages  practised  upon  the  Indians  which 
were  ever  perpetrated  upon  any  people,  savage  or  civ- 
ifiaed.  He  was  very  soon  removea.  or  rather  promoted, 
fVom  Indian  agent  to  be  collector  at  the  port  of  Mobile. 
And  yet,  sir.  we  bave  no  account  of  prosecutions,  con- 
victions, and  punishments,  which  have  followed  bis  dis- 
closures. Why,  nr,  those  speculaton^  or  rather  Indian 
robbers,  would  find  an  old  chief  upon  bis  patrimonial  es- 
tate, where  the  chiefs  and  kings  of  his  race  had  lived  for 
centuries  before  him.  with  bis  slaves  and  his  farm  around 
htm.  smoking  bis  pipe  amidst  his  own  forest  trees,  spurn- 
ing any  offer  to  purchase  bis  homei  and  they  would 
bnbe  some  vagabond  Indian  to  personate  him  in  a  trade 
to  sell  hia  land,  foxing  bis  namet  and  the  first  intimation 
that  he  would  have  of  the  transaction  would  be  his  ex- 
pulaion,  by  force,  from  bis  house!  This  was  common t 
and  not  only  so.  but,  under  the  pretext  of  reclaiming  fu- 
gitire  slavey  the  wives  and  children  (of  mixed  blood)  of 
the  Indians  were  seized  and  carried  off  in  bondage. 
Tbe  famous  Oceolahintselfhad  his  wife  tsken  from  him, 
and  that,  too,  it  has  been  said,  bv  a  Government  officer, 
and  waa  chained  by  the  same  officer  to  a  log.  Sir.  what 
else  could  be  expected  but  that  these  scourged,  plun- 
dered, starving  savages  would  glut  tbeir  vengeance  by 
the  indiscriminate  sUugbter  of  the  innocent  and  helpless 
families  of  (he  fi-ontier,  whose  blood  has  cried  to  us  in 
vainf  This  has  caused  the  Florida  war.  which  has  pro- 
duced such  a  waste  of  treasure,  the  loss  of  so  much  na- 
tional and  individual  honor,  and  of  so  many  valuable 
lives!  This  has  called  the  gallant  volunteers  from  my 
own  State,  and  from  my  own  district,  who  have  traversed 
a  thousand  miles  to  fight  tbe  battle  of  strangers;  to  con- 
tend with  a  savage  foe,  wbile  drinking  those  stagnant 
waters,  whose  malaria  is  death,  many  irf  whom  are  lefl 
in  the  wild  woods  of  Florida,  where  **  the  foe  and  the 
stranger  will  tread  o'er  tbetr  beads,"  while  tbeir  fellow- 
soldiers  are  far  away,  happy  at  home  with  their  friends 
and  families.  One— ah!  sir,  any  one  of  those  noble 
youthi^  wbu  now  sleep  under  a  foreiKn  sod.  was  worth 


more  than  the  whole  army  of  plunderers  who  have 
caused  the  mischief.  And  yet,  sir,  such  men  as  these 
were  shielded  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  by  the  cast- 
ing vote  of  the  Speaker.  And  now,  according  to  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  the  House 
has  sanctioned  all  tbey  did. 

I  think,  sir,  it  is  time  for  this  Course  of  things  to  cease. 
It  is  time  for  the  people  to  know  something  of  the  con- 
duct of  those  in  whose  hands  the  public  business  is  in- 
trusted, and  who  really  administer  the  Government. 
They  have  been  behind  General  Jackson  long  enough. 
I  was  present  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  took  his  position 
there.  It  was  a  striking  display  of  that  paternal  care 
which  the  President  has  extended  over  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
In  the  spring  of  1834,  the  President.  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
and  a  few  other  ^ntlemen,  I  amongst  the  number,  rode 
out  to  the  Washington  course  to  witness  a  trial  of  speed, 
(an  amusement  of  which  I  am  very  fond,  and  for  which 
the  President  had  not  altogether  loat  his  tasle  at  that 
day.)  It  was  a  trial  run  between  the  celebrated  Busiris 
and  Emily.  The  horses  were  brought  on  the  course; 
all  was  calm  and  quiet  until  the  rider  of  Busiris  mounted, 
when  the  old  courser  began  to  rear  and  plunge;  this 
seemed  to  stir  the  mettle  of  Old  Hickory;  he  reared  upon 
his  stirrups  and  look  command:  "  Hold  him,'*  (said  he  to 
tbe  boy,)  "don't  let  him  run  against  tbe  fence."  "You 
must  break  him  of  that,  sir,"  (to  the  trainer,)  "  I  could 
do  it  in  an  hour."  Turning  to  me,  he  said:  "  Take  your 
stand  there,"  (pmntlng  tn  a  portion  on  tbe  aide  of  tbe 
course;)  **  there  is  but  one  place  fimm  wbicb  a  horse 
can  be  correctly  timed."  I  took  my  station  with  lever 
in  hand.  ■'Now,"aaid  he.  "come  up.  and  give  them 
a  fair  start."  At  this  moment  he  discovered  the  Vice 
President,  who  had  come  up  and  taken  bis  position  near 
me;  he  exclaimed  with  great  emphans  and  earnestnen 
of  manner,  aa  he  flashed  hia  eye  from  the  excited  ani- 
mals to  the  Vice  President.  "  Mr.  Van  Buren,  get  behind 
me;  they  will  run  over  you.  sir."  It  would  have  done 
you  good  to  see  how  naiural  and  easy  it  was  for  Van  to 
slope  off  behind  the  old  chief.  And,  sir,  there  he  has 
been  ever  since.  Old  Hickory  would  not  ^t  out  of  the 
way  for  us  to  run  over  him;  if  be  had  given  us  a  fair 
chance,  on  any  stretch  or  turn  during  the  whole  race, 
we  would  have  run  over  him,  or  made  him  fly  tbe  track. 
But,  sir,  we  have  got  him  on  the  repeati  tbe  General 
will  be  out  of  the  way;  he  is  no  game-horse,  and  we  will 
make  a  case  of  him  on  the  repeat.  I  do  not  complain 
so  much  that  tbe  President  has  fallen  in  love  with  Mr. 
Van  Duren,  but  I  claim  the  privilege  of  falling  in  love 
with  whom  1  please;  and  this,  «r,  is  the  last  privilege 
which  will  ever  be  surrendered  by  man.  or  woman  either. 
But.  air,  Mr>  Van  Buren  is  in  love  with  the  President, 
too;  and  he  accidentally  found  it  out.  Tbe  manner  of 
this  discovery  is  somewhat  curious.  I  do  not  know  this 
to  be  true,  but  it  was  much  talked  of  and  universally  be- 
lieved in  thia  city.  Mr.  Van  Duren  waa  in  conversation 
with  a  lady,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  President,  amiable, 
intereating,  and  remarkable  for  communicating  to  bim 
wlutever  she  thought  would  be  agreeable  for  him  to 
hear.  Mr.  Van  Buren  said  to  this  lady  "that  be  had 
been  reading  much,  and  thinkiiw  deeply,  of  late,  upon 
the  characters  of  great  men.  and  had  come  to  tbe  con- 
elusion  that  General  Jackson  waa  the  greatest  man  that 
had  ever  lived  in  tbe  tide  of  time;  tbst  he  waa  the  only 
man  among  them  all  who  was  without  a  fault."  Tbe 
fair  friend  of  the  President  waa  delighted.  "  But."  said 
be.  "whatever  you  do,  don't  tell  General  Jackson  what 
I  have  said.  I  would  not  have  him  to  know  it  for  the 
world."  Tou  see,  sir.  that  he  waa  afraid  she  might  for- 
get  it,  and  therefore  thought  it  safest  to  jog  her  memory. 
But,  sir,  he  might  bave  saved  himself  that  trouble,  for 
the  excellent  Udy  Bew  to  the  Prendent,  and  told  him 
all  that  had  pawed. 
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inliiseyrs,  "that  man  loves  me;  he  tries  to  conceal  if,  ! 
but  there  is  alwayi  some  way  fixed  by  winch  1  can  tell  | 
my  friends  from  my  enemies."    Now,  sir.  Van  was  like  j 
the  Frenchman,  (though  I  want  it  distinctly  understood 
that  1  differ  with  him  abotit  this,  as  well  as  about  many 
other  things.)   A  Frenchman  began  to  write  bis  deed 
thus:  "Know  one  woman  by  these  presents."  "  Why," 
Mid  the  other  party,  *'  do  you  not  put  it,  know  all  men 
by  these  preKntsF"  <*  Vell,"said  hp,  "  is  it  not  de  same 
ting?   if  vone  woman  knuw  it,  will  not  all  de  mens  find 
it  out?" 

When  Mr.  Psttoh  had  concluded, 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  »id  he  should,  in  the  first  place, 
TOte  to  suBiain  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kbode  Islandi  and,  if  the  House  should  not  adnpt  it,  he 
would  then  rote  for  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 
It  was,  howerer,  due  to  the  administration,  and  due  to 
those  diatingui»hed  gentlemen  who  had  filled  the  head 
executive  offices  tii  this  Government,  that  the  charges 
against  them  should  be  specifically  made,  and  not  on 
vague  rumor.  At  the  same  lime  he  was  willing  that 
both  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  Tennessee  should 
be  named  members  of  the  committee,  and  have  an  op< 
portunity  of  examining  every  document,  and  exploring 
all  the  arcbive?,  and  ransacking  every  recees  for  infor- 
mation, if  they  had  any  suspicion  of  frauds.  Mr.  G.  then 
went  on  at  some  length  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  which  were  uncalled  for, 
especially  at  this  time,  so  far  as  the  President  was  con- 
cerned, from  any  thing  contained  in  the  brief  passage 

3uoted  from  the  message.  He  aald  fae  knew  that  the  Preai- 
ent  desired  investigation.  Mr.  G.  was  authorized  to 
«ay  that  it  was  the  President's  own  desire  that,  before 
his  termor  service  should  expire,  a  strict  investigation 
should  take  place  into  all  the  difTerent  departments,  and 
that  all  matters  therewith  connected  ibould  be  inquired 
into. 

Mr.  RIPLEY  addressed  the  Cfisir  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker:  Had  this  been  a  proposition  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  the  Department  of  State,  of^  the 
Treasury,  of  Ibe  Navy  and  War  Departments,  and 
the  General  Post  Office,  with  a  view  to  investigate 
abuses,  if  Ihey  exist,  no  person  woiild  be  more  willlngto 

i'oin  in  the  inquiry  than  myself.  No  Individual  would 
le  more  anxious  to  enforce  the  responsibility  of  subordi- 
nate  officers.  There  are  none  who  will  go  farther  to 
ferret  out  any  malepracticest  and,  if  they  really  exist,  to 
punish  them  with  the  high  constitutional  power  of  this 
House.  Had  the  resolution  fur  inquiry  had  these  ob- 
jects solely  and  honestly  in  view,  I  should  have  been  the 
last  to  oppose  it.  But,  sir,  the  President  is  constitution* 
ally  responsible  for  the  whole  of  the  executive  depart- 
ment; the  various  radii  of  its  powers  concentrate  as  well 
its  responsibilities  as  its  honors  upon  himt  and  when  1 
take  tbeae  cireuniatancea  into  view,  and  consider  also 
the  spirit  in  which  this  debate  has  been  conducted,  the 
position  of  the  President  cannot  be  observed  without  ex- 
citing our  share  of  sympathy.  Shall  we,  at  a  moment 
when  hii  connexion  with  the  people  of  tlie  United  Slates 
is  about  to  terminate  forever,  and  all  the  aspirations  of 
ambition  are  to  be  dissolved  by  age,  infirmities,  and 
sickness;  when  the  consciousness  of  bis  high  and  devoted 
services,  which  we  all  know  he  must  possess,  and  the 
enthusiastic  affection  oftlie  American  people,  wereabout 
to  cheer  the  evening  of  his  life,  and  to  gild  his  expiring 
lamp,  is  it  right  or  proper  for  the  representatives  of  the 
people  whom  he  has  succored  and  saved  to  cut  off  this 
departing  solace,  and  to  imbitter  his  last  days  by  adopt- 
i  ng  a  resolution  which,  if  adopted,  will  sanction  an  opin* 
ion  of  this  House,  that  corruption  and  Andrew  Jackson 
have  been  coupled  tc^ther?  Will  Ihey  do  this  without 
some  specific  charge,  without  some  definite  allegation, 
suntalned  at  least  by  the  endorsement  of  one  individual 


I  in  the  House,  who  will  be  willing  to  give  his  name  to 
I  posterity  as  the  author  of  the  allegation.  In  the  speecli 
I  of  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  marked  witk 
so  much  wit  and  pungency  of  satire,  the  allegations  arc 
made  against  Andrew  Jackson,  as  the  object  who  blobe 
convicted  of  the  corruption  which  is  so  broadly  laiiNi- 
ted  in  the  resolution  to  existin  the  executive  depaitnenL 
I  am  not  willing  to  exercise  the  high  constitutimial  povoi 
of  this  House,  in  the  least  degree,  in  tanctioniog  meh  is 
allegation. 

General  Jackson,  after  alife  spent  in  the  service  orbs 
country,  is  about  retiring  from  the  eleraled  position  be 
holds  as  presiding  executive  officer  of  these  Shttef,  it » 
advancea  age,  and  worn  down  by  the  labon  speot  ia 
that  service.  He  is  now,  sir,  on  the  bed  vS  wikoeMi 
which  may  prove  his  bed  of  death.  God  grant  that  it 
may  not,  but  that  he  msy  live  many,  many  years  aiwwfit 
that  people  whose  rights  be  has  so  bravely  and  boneftlf 
defended,  and  wbose  prosperity  under  bis  succeMhl ad- 
ministration has  excited  the  astonishment  of  the  whole 
civilized  world. 

What,  sir,  is  the  relation  that  Andrew  Jackson  ban 
to  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United  SIttcsl 
From  the  period  of  your  revolutionary  war  to  the  pres- 
ent moment,  he  has  been  the  lofty,  indefatigable  defender 
of  his  country.    In  war  and  in  peace,  on  the  battle  field 
and  in  your  councils,  his  exertions,  his  toils,  and  unctsi- 
ing  cnetgy  and  integrity,  have  done  as  much  si  utj 
other  man,  not  excepting  your  Washington  in  the  GtU, 
and  your  Jefferson  and  Hadiaoo  in  the  cabinet,  to  elenle 
the  character  of  thia  republie,  to  advance  its  proiprrilyt 
and  to  preserve  its  peace.    His  name  has  been  a  tever 
ofstrength,  and  under  his  administration  the  cbsiteifr 
of  an  American  citizen,  as  was  that  forftierly  of  aRosun 
citizen,  is  a  paasport  throughout  the  world.   Ay,  wr,  is 
foreign  lands,  wherever  your  star-spangled  bannerdii- 
plays,  from  the  high  and  giddy  masi,  the  characterof  oor 
republic,  under  the  wgis  of  the  lofty  virtues  of  the  Pre* 
dent,  has  that  wall  ofstrength  that  feels  ever  ooindon 
of  the  protection  of  a  great  and  powerful  natioa.  And 
would  you,  sir,  would  this  House,  after  a  life  thus  tpevt, 
and  which  impartial  history  is  about  to  take  dwrsen 
fur  the  benefit  of  his  country;  would  they  "t  Ibeeveoj 
his  long  life,  so  worthily  spent  in  all  that  is  pitrioHcssd 
virtuous  in  the  public  servicet  would  they  purtae  bus 
with  insinuations  that  corruption,  with  its  blightio;  nil- 
dew,  bad  found  entrance  Into  theboKmarJsckioat 
more  than  Roman  virtue?   If  Ibis  House  institutes  Ibe 
Inquiry,  It  sanctions  the  charge;  and  will  they,  wilbouj 
any  specific  allegations,  just  at  the  close  of 
Jackson's  career,  hold  the  fatal  chalice  to  his  lips,  vbKh 
should  poison  and  imbitter  wilh  the  stings  of  irgrstiW* 
the  evening  of  his  life?   We  have  had  no  preeedeBtto 
justify  such  a  measure.  Party  spirit  bat  ragea  and 
resented  all  your  Presidents  during  their  term  of  oflieft 
but  they  have  passed  and  are  passing  off  the  sl>{e,  in 
with  the  award  of  official  and  personal  integrity.  Sooe 
have  not  been  re-elected  by  the  people,  but  •1"^ 
them  no  charge  of  corruption  is  found  imbodied  ia  lb* 
annals  of  the  country.    Nor  does  any  American  citiseft 
at  even  this  lapse  of  time,  impeach  their  iotepityt 
one  charges  them  with  wilful  or  wanton  cormpli* 
while  administering  the  afTain  of  the  Conmonwesn-  i 
The  only  allegations  made  against  them,  as  tiicy  fff 
the  scene  of  their  labors,  of  their  glories,  snd  tbtf  j 
services,  were,  that  a  distingiyshed  member,  former?  | 
from  Virginia,  accused  Mr.  Jefferson  of  retiring  with  »P*!  , 
litical  falsehood  in  his  mouth;  and  an  equally  distlnfttririx' 
member  from  Massachusetts  moved  his  solilary  voteH 
impeach  Mr.  Madison.    I  have  no  doubt,  sir,  sAff 
excitement  of  parly  was  over,  both  of  these  gen'l**^ 
regretted  these  allegations.  /The  ehsrgM  never  n'*' 
an3  never  wiH  affeclglitefe«B9A4«©<®gjC ®>«*y'  I 
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Mthor  of  the  dechmtion  of  independeneei  or  hii  equally 
illustrious  rriend,  the  founder  and  chanpion  of  our  con- 
•titution.  The  one  unfurled  to  the  world  the  principle 
of  popular  governmentt  the  other,  more  than  any  man, 
connected  liberty  with  law — secured  an  equality  of 
political  righta,  by  securing  to  society  the  fruits  of  Ubor. 
Wherever  oppreased  roan  rises  to  resist  tlie  oppressor, 
Ibe  declaration  drawn  up  by  Thomas  Jeflerson  is  in- 
voked. Wherever  conttiiutiuQil  hw  ii  appealed  to,  to 
•ecure  those  rights,  the  politicil  writings  of  James  Hadi' 
■on  form  the  pure  fou  ntaina  of  firing  water  which  difibse 
liberty  and  tranquillity  amongst  the  Mtiooa.  Together, 
locked  hand  in  tisnd,  tliey  are  working  their  silent  way, 
aod  they  have  planted  that  school  of  political  liberty,  of 
which  this  republic  may  arrogate  to  itself,  through  their 
cxertioni^  the  being  the  founder. 

Republics  have  been  accused  of  being  ungrateful. 
Artstides  was  ostracised  for  being  called  the  Just,  and 
Themistocles  banished,  after  saving  his  country  from 
desolation.  The  authors  of  these  acts  have  not  transmit- 
ted their  names  to  posterity.  How  keen  would  be  the 
reproaches  of  the  history  of  the  last  two  thousand  years, 
how  withering  their  infamy,  if  they  had  not  escaped  by 
this  silence  of  history.  General  Jackson  haabeen  doom- 
ed to  meet  the  fame  ingratitude,  after  preventing  the 
dtfiBembennent  of  our  republic,  after  rescuing  the  fair 
•nd  fertile  fields  of  the  State  which  1  have  the  honor  to 
represent.  There,  air,  helpless  age  and  tender  youth, 
and  all  the  charms  of  refinement  and  beauty,  were  pro- 
tected by  his  hand.  There,  sir,  was  effected  one  of 
those  signal  deliverances  of  a  people  which  hss  already 
caused  the  plains  of  New  Orleans  to  rank  with  Marathon 
Md  Platea,  reflecting  all  its  bright  lustre  upon  the  amy 
of  Itberly  that  fought  under  him,  and  aendii^  all  ita 
glowing  light  Ihrouf^hout  the  world,  to  elevate  thenar* 
•eter  of  this  republic.  Sir,  almost  at  the  moment  this 
was  effecting,  and  while  painting,  history,  poetry,  music, 
and  sculpture,  were  giving  greenness  to  his  immortality, 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  were  denouncing  him  in 
the  Seminole  war.  Sickening  with  the  same  feelings 
that  were  pained  at  bearing  Aristldes  called  the  Just, 
the  detractors  of  Andrew  Jackson  loathed  the  beau 
ideal  of  hia  character.  Again,  during  the  panic,  that 
same  body  hare  impeached  and  condemned  him,  without 
a  trial,  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States.  How,  sir,  have  the  people  met  these 
eharffes^  They  have  almost  by  acclamation  elected  bim 
President  on  each  occasion.  They  have  rallied  to  de- 
fend him.  Where,  sir,  are  his  accusers?  1  ask  again, 
where  are  they^  And,  air,  permit  me  to  predict  that  if 
the  present  resolution  passes,  it  will  only  reflect  disgrace 
apon  the  present  House  of  Representatives.  The  peo- 
ple will  come  to  the  rescue,  and  expunge  the  resolution 
from  this  House,  as  1  trust  they  sre  about  expunging  a 
former  one  from  the  Senate.  The  whole  future  history 
of  the  country  will  hold  up  in  proud  relief  their  old  chief, 
sofu  ptar  and  terns  r^troAe,  and  the  Ingratitude  of  this 
House  in  pursuing  bim  with  the  odtoua  chai^  of  corrup- 
tion, even  upon  the  bed  of  sickness  and  of  death,  when 
1  do  not  believe  there  can  be  a  member  here  who  con- 
anentiously  believes  that  Andrew  Jackson  erer  was,  in 
tbougtrt,  word,  or  deed,  unfaithful  or  inimical  to  the  in- 
terests of  this  country. 

I  regret  that  the  honorable  member  from  Tennes- 
aee  should  have  been  S9  excited  by  a  warm  election  con- 
test as  to  ui^,  upon  such  trivial  grounds  as  he  has  al- 
leged, BO  grave  an  inquiry  Into  the  corrupt  conduct  of 
the  executive  departments.  The  Stale  of  Tennessee 
has  been  reared  under  the  fostering  and  paternal  care 
of  Andrew  Jackson.  He  has  done  more  than  any  other 
nun  to  elevate  and  form  its  character.  Intelligent, 
cbivalrie,  patriotic,  and  virtuous,  they  will  be  the  last 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  to  sanction  al- 


legations, either  personal  or  as  the  constitutional  head  of 
the  Government,  apinst  their  veteran  chief.  Thoae 
brave  men  who  followed  bis  banner  through  the  Creek 
nation,  and  on  the  plains  of  New  Orleans,  with  the  citi- 
zen soldiers  of  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  are 
not  to  prove  so  recreant  to  Andrew  Jackson,  and  so  un- 
faithful to  themselres,  as  to  imbilter  the  remnant  of  bis 
dsys  with  so  unjust  an  accusation.  And  what  sre  all 
the  allegations  that  the  honorable  member  adduces  to 
justify  the  exercise  of  the  high  constitutional  power  of 
this  Housef  That  the  President,  in  a  conrersation  with 
a  friend,  had  remarked  that  Mr.  Bell,  another  member 
from  Tennessee,  bsd  stated  lies  about  him,  and  that 
"Peyton  could  tell  twenty  lies  lo  Bell's  one."  Now, 
sir,  what  were  tbe  facta  in  the  case?  The  honorable 
membem  from  Tennessee  at  the  last  session  had  indulged 
in  pretty  severe  censures  upon  tbe  President's  adminis- 
tration. In  conversation  with  his  neighbors^  according 
to  this  statement,  in  naturally  vindicating  himself,  be  had 
pretty  warmly  recriminated.  I  think  tbe  language  that 
he  made  use  of,  as  is  usual  on  such  occasions,  must  have 
undergone,  in  the  course  of  ita  goaiip,  some  version  be- 
fore it  reached  ears  of  the  honorable  member)  for  it  is 
not  the  language  of  that  delicate  and  manly  bearing 
which  alt  know  mark  the  character  of  Andrew  Jackson. 
At  any  rate,  is  a  mere  controversy  in  an  election,  where 
the  President  and  the  honorable  memben  from  Tennes- 
see, in  the  exercise  of  their  constitutional  rights,  sup- 
ported different  candidates,  lo  be  the  baais  of  an  inquisi- 
torial examination,  on  the  part  of  this  Uotise,  into  the  eor- 
duct  of  the  executive  departments^ 

Again:  tbe  honorable  member  alleges  that  this  House 
refused  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  frauds  that  were  per- 
petrated upon  the  Indiana  of  Alabama,  by  the  citizens  of 
that  Stale,  m  the  sales  of  their  lands  to  individuals.  When 
that  resolution  was  introduced  into  the  House,  1  had  tbe 
honor  of  proposing  an  amendment  to  it,  referring  the 
subject  to  the  President  of  the  United  Statea.  The  mo- 
tive for  this  amendment  was,  that  this  House  had  no  con- 
stituUonal  power  to  order  the  investigation  by  their  ao- 
thority;  and,  if  it  had  been  done,  it  would  hare  been  one 
of  the  moat  fktal  precedents  to  tbe  rights  of  the  States. 
It  was  alleged  that  the  Indians  had  been  swindled  out  of 
tbeir  reserved  lands,  in  many  caaes,  by  residents  of  Geor- 
gia and  Alabama.  Of  course,  if  offences  had  been 
committed,  as  1  know  of  no  law  of  the  United  Slates 
providing  for  such  cases,  they  were  common  law^  or 
statute  Isw  offences  against  those  States,  not  cogniza- 
ble by  the  United  SUlea  tribunal.  In  a  case  where  the 
Slate  of  Alabama  secures  a  speedy  trial  by  jury,  and  • 
cross^zamination  of  witnesses,  would  any  person  arro- 
gate to  this  House  the  power  to  send  its  committee  to 
make  an  ex  parte  investigation,  to  hold  up  its  citizens  as 
malefactors,  without  being  beard,  without  the  privilege 
of  counsel,  and  tbe  cross-examining  of  witneaBeaF  Sup- 
pose, air,  that,  in  obtaining  the  charier  of  a  bank  in  a 
neighboring  State,  respectable  citizens  should  be  ac- 
cused of  fraud  and  bribery,  an  offence  that  is  punishable 
by  tbe  coflpmon  law  of  that  Slate,  does  this  House,  air, 
possess  lite  power  to  trample  upon  State  rights,  and 
send  its  committee  of  inquisition  into  the  halls  of  the 
State  I^egislature,  to  hunt  up  ex  parte  testimony  as  its 
hssis,  and  to  hunt  down  all  that  is  respectable  and  vene- 
rable in  tbe  characler  of  its  citizens,  to  condemn  them 
unheard,  without  grand  juries  or  petit  juries,  and  draw 
up  a  withering  report,  that  would  blast  them  as  far  as 
our  language  extended,  before  they  had  an  opportunity 
of  defending  themselvea'  If  this  power  had  been  exer- 
cised by  tbe  original  resolutions  of  last  session,  like  the 
Council  of  Ten  st  Venice,  or  the  Holy  Inquisition  of 
Spain,  it  would  have  sung  the  requiem  uf  public  liberty, 
and  broken  down  tbe  whole  penal  jurisdiction  of  the 
independent  States.   Atid  1  fee^^^lj^^^^nal  con- 
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BoUtion  in  beinff  the  nwHis  of  trmting  the  progreM  of 
ft  meuure  so  fnuiebt  wUh  dimtrout  cmuequencet. 
The  mibject  wu  reftrred  to  the  Pretideiit.  who  wts  di- 
rected to  inTCBtigtte  into  the  cMee  of  friud.  Prom  (he 
ehartcter  of  ibe  ftgpnt  employed  by  the  President,  (Gen- 
eral Hogmn,)  1  feel  confident,  from  my  knowled^  of 
the  man,  tlut  (he  duty  has  been  Faitbrully  attended  to; 
and  if,  as  the  honorable  member  tuggeata,  he  has  re- 
ceired  the  coHeclotabip  of  Mobile,  it  cannot  have  been 
conferred  upon  a  more  deierving  or  more  intelligeot 
titizeo,  or  one  who  haa  more  ^kotly  defended  his 
ooantry  durinff  the  gloomiest  penod  of  the  hte  war.* 

The  honorable  member  has  also  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  as  being  embraced  in  (he  general 
allegation  of  corruption.  Sir,  the  lofty  character  of 
Leri  Woodbury  is  too  well  known  to  Ibis  House  and  to 
this  nation  to  require  any  comment  from  0ie.  Bom, 
reared,  and  educated,  amidst  the  granite  nioontainB  of 
roy  native  State,  his  stem  and  sterling  virtues  hsd  al- 
ready carried  him  to  the  highest  honors  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, when,  in  the  midst  of  the  panic  battle,  he  was 
called  to  the  arduous  du(ieB  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  New  England  may  justly  feel  proud  of  the 
high  character  which  be  haa  reflected  back  upon  his 
native  land.  Aad  let  me  ask,  what  inducement  to  cor- 
ruption can  there  be  on  the  part  of  Levi  Woodbury* 
There  haa  been  no  spedfio  charge  against  bin[  not  a  whis- 
per of  prejudice  that  be  has  done  any  thing  to  forfeit  his 
exalted  character.  He  iaafflaent  in  his.  personal  situa- 
tion, with  every  thing  to  oiake  him  happy  in  domestic 
life;  and,  above  all,  principles  of  the  most  stern  and  un- 
bending integrity  are  interwoven  with  his  nature.  Tbe 
only  attention  iosinuated  against  him  is,  that  in  the  exer- 
cise of  bis  duty,  imposed  by  a  law  passed  by  this  House, 
he  is  compelled  to  transact  ofiieial  bowneas  with  the  agent 
of  the  deposite  banks.  That  agent  is  no  officer  of  this 
Governmentt  we  hsve  no  constituUonal  power  over  him. 
He  baa  been  assailed  by  tbe  severest  epithets  of  party. 
He  has  been  employed  by  the  deposite  banks,  many  of 
them  in  opposition  to  the  administration,  to  attend  to  their 
business  with  the  Treasury.  For  roy  own  part,  1  do  not 
learn  any  specific  charges  with  which  he  is  accused. 
And  I  have  no  doubt  that  tbe  President  when  be  gSTe 
bim  the  ebsraeter  which  tbe  honorable  member  states  that 
he  did  at  Jonesborough,  came  to  the  honest  and  consci- 
entious conviction  that  such  a  tony^nt  of  anathemaa  (rota 
the  opposition  in  this  House,  assailing  the  character  of 
this  man  for  more  than  four  years,  would  have  annihila- 
ted him  had  not  bia  reputation  been  founded  upon  the 
rtKik  of  integrity.  Hi^-sounding  epttheU  and  bold  de- 
nunciations cannot,  thank  Ood.  blast  the  character  of 
any  American  citizen,  unless  they  are  accompanied  with 
specific  allegationa  and  specific  proofs.  On  the  contra- 
ry, they  raise  in  the  generous  minds  of  tbe  American 
people  that  spirit  of  sympathy  for  unmerited  persecution 
which  is  sure  to  protect  its  intended  victim,  and  roll 
back  the  current  upon  tbe  author. 

I  feel,  sir,  that  I  should  have  but  unworthily  dia- 
chaiifed  duty  as  a  Representative  of  l^ouinana, 
had  I  not  raised  my  voice  in  opposition  to  this  resolution. 
Whatever  may  be  the  personal  or  polilical  predilections 
of  my  constituents,  gratitude  to  Andrew  Jackson  for  the 
inestimable  benefils  he  has  conferred  upon  the  citizens 
of  our  State  is  an  almost  pervading  sentiment.  It  is, 
like  the  vestal  flame,  guarded  with  intense  care,  and 
faithfully  transmitted  from  one  generation  to  another. 
As  tbe  8th  of  January  revolvea  its  annual  rounds,  so  often 
does  the  hoary  veteran  who  shared  in  the  memorable 
campaign  repair  to  the  grsss-grown  hillock  which  marks 
the  battle  field,  and  recite  the  eventful  story  to  his  chil- 


*  General  Hogan  served  with  great  distinction  in  tbe 
staff  at  Chippewa,  Bridgewater,  and  Fort  Erie. 


dren.  Often  are  tine  and  space  annihilated,  and  the 
years  of  his  pilgrimage  recalled  to  tbe  desperate  coo* 
fiict;  and  In  those  rural  fetes,  which  none  knows  better 
how  to  grace  with  refinement  and  beauty  than  the  gst 
lent  Frank  of  our  auooy  clime,  tbe  revered  name  of  An- 
drew Jackson  is  never  forgotten,  and  tbe  choicest  sf 
Heaven's  blessings  are  invoked  uptHi  the  patriot's  hcsd. 
Mr.  PEYTON  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speakeri  Tbe  gentleman  from  Loaisiana  kss 
charged  me  with  assailing  the  Presidents  measures,  sad 
to  that  cause  be  ascribea  ue  cieited  sUte  of  feeling  aader 
which  be  spoke  while  in  Tennessee.  My  c^positioB  to 
the  measures  of  the  President !  I  defy  that  gentlcBtn 
to  point  to  one  of  tbe  great  measures  of  General  Jack- 
son's administration  which  I  had  not  supported,  ttnleii 
he  claims  the  election  of  Ur.  Van  Buren  aa  one  of  those 
measures.  If  so,  I  did  oppose  that  measure,  and  will 
ever  be  found  in  oppoaition  to  such  an  ezeentive  meai' 
ure.  But,  sir,  bss  liny  man  the  boldness,  Ibe  hardihood, 
whatever  may  have  been  his  motives  of  action,  to  stov  : 
such  a  doctrine  upon  this  floor^  The  gentleman  tpetki 
of  Tennessee  in  connexion  with  "tbe  ingratitude  of  re* 
ublios,"  and  expresses  a  "  hope  that  tbe  people  i)f  tbtl 
tate  will  yet  learn  to  appreciate  the  character  and  »M-  | 
vices  of  General  Jackson."  This  charge  against  Tea- 
nessee,  of  ingratitude  to  the  President,  is  not  orvsal 
with  the  gentleman,  [General  Ririixx.]  It  has  beca 
adopted  by  him  from  toe  lowest  source— it  issued  fnw 
tbe  dark  caverns  of  the  Globe.  What,  sirl  the  people 
of  Tennessee  learn  to  appreciate  the  character  and  ser* 
vices  of  Andrew  Jackson!  Look  at  his  histwy— vba  j 
he  6nt  crossed  the  Alleghanies,  a  beardless  straogrr, 
with  bis  knapsack  upon  his  bick,  his  rifle  on  his  ihoul- 
dcrt  no  power,  no  patronage  then,  nr,  with  nothingto 
recommend  him  to  our  pioneer  fothera  but  a  eon|cnid  , 
apirit.  How  did  thev  receive  him'  With  open  tim  \ 
they  took  him  to  their  bosoma.  They  conferred  upoa 
him  all  the  honora,  all  tbe  offices  known  to  their  bn 
and  consUtution.  And,  sir,  their  sons  have  atood  by  hia 
in  efery  crius,  in  every  peril  of  hia  subsequent  life. 
Look  back,  sir,  upon  the  highway  of  bis  fame,  aadysa 
will  find  tbe  bones  of  a  Tennesseean  mouldering  ops» 
every  fiekl  of  bis  glory.  And  tbe  gentleman  hopestbit 
Tennessee  will  learn  to  appreciate  bis  chsncter!  It  > 
true,  sir,  that  in  the  late  presidential  election  Tcnneisee 
early  took  her  stand.  She  planted  herself  upon  tbose 
principles  for  which  she  bad  battled  by  the  side  of  Gen- 
eral Jacksont  and  there  she  proudly  stands  yet,  fim. 
fixed,  and  immoveable.  She  was  not  to  be  diiveo  froB 
the  ballot-box.  She  could  not,  she  dare  not,  TKUbM 
principles,  and  surrender  up  her  liberty,  at  tbe  connMo 
of  any  men.  But,  sir,  I  wish  to  set  the  gentlemsn  n|ht 
upon  another  point.  He  contends  that  the  Iloose,  is 
adopting  this  resolution,  will  do  General  Jackson  isjui- 
ticc{  that  we  who  advocate  it  have  already  done  bisi 
great  injustice.  Is  it  in  this  manner  that  every  '"^"^ 
every  investigation,  is  to  be  strangled  in  its  infant?,  esoir 
the  pretext  of  inflicting  injury  upon  General  Ja^ios' 
Why,  sir,  we  have  to  legislate  upon  this  subject  uodef 
the  terrora  of  "  expunge."  Yes,  sir,  the  gentleman  hM 
announced  to  the  House  thst  if  this  resolution  is  pssisa 
it  will  be  expunged.  The  Lord  save  me  from saex- 
punglng  House,  as  well  as  an  expunging  Senate.  I  ns«s 
witnessed,  with  loathing  and  disguat,  the  operation  a 
that  process  in  the  Senate-  I  have  seen  tbe  great  <>- 
punger,  [Colonel  BsxToir,]  in  the  grim  majesty  ol  W 
expunging  power,  lashing,  with  tbe  whip  ot  scorpioWi 
abler  and  honester  men  than  himself  to  tbe  work;  nof- 
ging  them  on  to  make  war  upon  the  constitution  «>''■*!' 
country  and  the  journala  of  the  Senate*  and  1  have  nud- 
dered  when  I  saw  it.  But  1  saw,  sir,  last  winter,  a  o» 
position  msnifested  by  the  party,  lam  sure  I  did  ^  toa* 
of  its  leadera,  to  e.<^^  fy'^k^iOgl  f^"* 
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wuting  the  aurptuff  reTenu«,  that  he  might  better  out 
bis  brains  agtlnat  the  whIIs  of  his  own  fortification  sys- 
tf  m,  and  thereby  nve  them  the  trouble  of  knocking  him 
on  the  bead.    Sir,  be  will  never  rise,  under  the  weight 
of  that  stone  and  mortar,  from  the  mud  and  quicksands 
into  which  they  btve  plunged  him.   Sir,  I  hope  never 
to  see  this  House  scoured  by  so  rude  and  barbarous  a 
despotism.  I  hope  that  Heaven  has  for  us  in  store  a  bet- 
ter  fiite.  "Eipunge,"  sir!  expunge  what?  We  propose 
to  look  into  tbe  conduct  uf  your  '*  hirelinga*' — to  examine 
the  dark  deeds  of  your  Whitneya  and  your  Kendalb, 
and  have  *■  expunge"  flung  in  our  faces.    But  are  we, 
the  representatives  of  the  American  people,  to  falter  in 
our  duty,  and  cower  under  the  iron  sceptre  of  aome  ex- 
nnnging  hero  who  is  to  rise  up  amongst  us7  And,  sir. 
If  we  but  touch  one  little  twig  of  this  great  Jackson  tree, 
which  overshtdowi  the  land,  and  stretches  its  branches 
throughout  the  continent,  we  are  chai^d  with  an  as- 
aault  upon  its  trunk,  and  expunge  is  instantly  proclaimed. 
No,  sirt  we  wish  to  brush  off  these  sap  suckers,  who 
have  been  drawing  from  that  body  its  vitality.  We  have 
to  approach  them  as  bcws  kill  woodcocks,  bjr  whipping 
ronnd  Old  Hiekoryj  and  I  have  always  advised  the  mild* 
cit  measures,  the  use  of  limber  switchef,  so  as  not  to 
hurt  him.   There  was  something  in  the  gentleman's 
manner,  and  tbe  tenor  of  bis  remarks,  which  seemed  to 
appeal  from  roe  to  tbe  people  of  Tennessee,  and  to 
threaten  me  with  their  dtspieasure.    Sir,  the  boldest 
representative  upon  this  fioor  is  far  behind  (he  spirit  of 
that  people  in  their  unshaken  purpose  of  asserting  ibeir 
rights  and  maintaining  their  freedom.   A  cruel  wu  has 
been  waged  against  Tennessee,  but  she  has  met  the  criua 
M  became  her  characteri  she  has  met  the  mercenary  le- 
gions unawed;  she  may  be  crushed,  but  not  conqupred; 
aoe  may  fall,  but  if  she  does,  it  will  be  at  the  shrine  of 
tbe  constitution,  in  the  grave  of  public  liberty.  And,  sir, 
I  will  go  down  with  ber(  I  would  not  survive  her  fate. 
I  am  wilfing  to  go  borne  and  meet  my  people;  I  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  them;  their  kindness  and  partiality 
towards  me  have  always  been  far  beyond  my  merits. 
Bat,  air,  the  injustice  done  to  General  Jsckson  by  sup- 
porting  this  measure;  what  is  it?   We  demand  an  inves- 
tigation into  the  agency  of  Reuben  Whitneyj  we  ask  for 
■n  Inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  Treasury.    We  re- 
quire that  there  shall  be  a  full  investifration  into  all  the  de- 
partments, and  into  the  conduct  of  the  whole  array  of 
public  officers,  who  have  been  engwed  in  this  business 
of  the  succession — this  trampling  under  foot  of  Uwa  and 
constitutions.  We  wish  to  know  from  whence  came  this 
money.  Where  is  the  source  of  their  corruption?  Where 
is  the  mint  from  which  they  can  send  tbeir  hireling  edi- 
tors through  the  country,  poisoning  the  fountains  of  in- 
telligence amongst  the  people?   How  is  it  that  our  army 
in  Florida  has  been  neglected,  and  left  to  suffer  for  want 
of  supplies,  while  it  was  within  a  few  days*  nil  of  New 
Orleans?   Hen  starnng,  horses  sinking  under  them  in 
tbe  swamps — all,  all,  sir,  in  consequence  of  gross  and 
criminal  neglect  somewhere.  Was  it  that  our  high  func- 
tionaries were  too  busily  engaged  to  think  of  the  army — 
too  full  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  cast  a  thought  on  Oceola — 
too  busily  engaged  in  electioneering  to  think  of  the  gtl- 
lant  men  who  were  fighting  the  battles  of  their  country  * 
It  b  in  behalf  of  men  whose  conduct  has  been  such  as 
this  that  the  message  volunteers  a  laudatory  certificate. 
Sir,  I  deny  the  authenticity  of  tliis  message.  General 
Jackson  never  gave  that  certificate.  They  have  written 
it  themselves,  and  obtained  the  signature  of  his  name. 
And  yet,  with  such  a  testimonial  in  their  favor,  they 
shrink  from  the  proof — they  shrink  from  inquiry.  Let 
US  have  the  proof,  sir,  and  then  we  will  see  whether 
tbey  are  honest  or  venal,  corrupt  or  immaculate.  Sir, 
I  do  not  say  they  are  corruptf  that  is  just  what  1  wish  to 
ftncl  out.   I  WMit  •  strict  ud  impartial  ioTeatigation.  It 


is  lawful,  it  is  usual,  to  make  such  inquiries.  It  is  sorely 
right  to  investigate  our  own  affairs — to  examine  into  the 
deeds  of  our  own  agents.  This  is  our  right,  it  is  our 
duty,  and  cannot  do  "injustice"  to  any  one.  I  protest 
against  the  issue  which  the  gentlemsn  from  Louisiana 
has  joined.  It  is  not  a  question  between  General  Jack- 
son and  this  House;  his  person  and  conduct  is  one  thing, 
and  the  persons  and  conduct  of  these  officers  is  another. 
I  hope  that  no  attempt  to  crush  this  investigation  on  such 
an  issue  will  succeed;  and,  sir,  let  us  hope  that  no 
American  Congresa  will  ever  be  found  ready  to  expunge 
an  order  directmg  an  investigation  into  the  departments. 
No,  sir;  this  will  never  be  the  case,  lo  long  oi  a  shadow 
of  our  liberties  reouins. 

Mr.  A .  MANN  said  that,  of  all  the  debates  to  which  be 
had  ever  listened,  this  was  the  rnost  useless.  The  cry 
of  corruption  had  been  raised  against  the  heads  of  these 
departments  for  two  or  three  years,  without  there 
ever  having  been  any  specific  charge  of  corruption  or 
maleadministration.  He,  for  one,  should  be  well  pleaaed 
to  see  the  accuser  come  face  to  face  with  the  accused. 
If  there  was  corruption  any  where,  let  it  come  out.  But 
these  general  charges  were  made  to  extend  to  every 
nook  and  comer  of  our  Government.  Why  wae  this? 
The  cry  of  corruption  was  raised,  but  why  did  not  the 
gentlemen  show  the  act  and  point  to  tbe  man  who  wu 
guilty  ofiO  Who  was  he  in  whom  corruption  had  been 
found?  He  (Mr.  H.)  would  assert,  on  behalf  ofthe  ex- 
ecutive departments  of  this  administration,  that  their  of- 
6cers  courted  investigation,  and  were  desirous  that  your 
committees  should  be  sent  amongst  them.  He  was  in 
fovor  of  investigation,  but  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  contained  merely  general  chargea  of 
corruption.  He  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Pkabcb's  amend- 
ment, and  would  give  power  to  a  committee  to  investi- 
gate any  specific  charge  which  any  member  might  make 
on  this  floor,  or  which  any  individual  of  a  respectable 
character  might  make  elsewhere.  Btft  let  the  Investi- 
gation of  the  committee  be  confined  to  the  particular 
charge  which  mi^t  be  made.  If  there  was  corruption, 
let  it  be  made  known;  if  not,  let  not  genilemeti  be  con- 
victed upon  mere  general  charges,  having  no  proof  to 
sustain  them. 

In  reply  to  a  questisn  from  Mr.  tJiroiBwoon, 
Mr.  MiLKif  explained,  that  he  did  not  aay  that  he 
should  vote  against  the  original  resolution,  if  tbe  amend- 
ment be  not  adopted,  but  that  he  preferred  the  latter. 

Mr.  UNDRRWOOD  said  that  the  remarks  first  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  H^rr]  bad  af- 
forded him  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  for  it  seemed  from 
them  that  the  gentleman  was  in  favor  of  the  fullest  and 
most  thorough  examination  of  the  departments  which 
could  be  made;  and  it  also  seemed  that  tlie  heads  of  the 
departmenti^  conscious  of  having  discharged  their  duty, 
courted  investigation,  because  they  knew  it  would  result 
to  their  credit,  and  confirm  their  claim  to  |)ublio  confi- 
dence. But,  ^r,  (said  Mr.  U.,)  the  concluding  remarks 
ofthe  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  which  he  preferred 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  member  from  Rhode  Is- 
land to  the  original  resolution,  appeared  to  me  incon- 
sistent with  those  declarations,  favorable  to  that  full  and 
latitudtnouB  investigation,  which  were  made  in  the  first 
pan  of  hia  speech.  What,  t  ask,  is  the  difference  be- 
tween the  original  resolution,  adopted  by  the  Commits 
tee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  proposed  amendment?  Tbe 
original  allows  an  unrestricted  examination]  tbe  amend- 
ment would  confine  it  to  specified  charges,  to  be  made 
before  the  examination  is  commenced.  The  committee 
will  not  be  tied  down  to  any  particular  charge,  or  to  any 
narrow  course  of  inquiry,  by  tbe  original  resolution. 
This  would  be  to  permit  that  full  and  untrammelled  ex- 
amination which  could  not  bil  to  'xpoKJh^  hidden 
things  of  darkneis  andiisitirruption,  irAM^J^itments 
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are  guilty,  and  to  which  I  thoagfat  the  member  from 
New  York  bad  fully  anented. 

[FleFe  Hr.  Hasv  asked  leave  to  explain,  and  aaid  that 
he  was  in  favor  of  a  full  and  thorough  examinationi  but 
his  objection  consisted  in  the  generality  of  the  investi- 
gation without  specifications;  a  course  which  seemed  to 
him  loo  much  like  a  general  search  warrant,  and  therefore 
inconKstent  with  sound  constitutional  principle*)  and  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  take  bit 
idea.] 

I  think  (said  Hr.  Umuibwood)  I  comprehend  the 
gentleman  front  New  York,  and  will  not  pervert  his 
meaning.  If  we  were  in  pursuit  of  stolen  good.*,  and 
desired  to  search  for  them,  the  gentleman's  idea  is  cor- 
rect. We  should  then  be  bound  to  specify  the  article 
lost,  and  the  place  where  we  expected  to  find  it)  and. 
before  std>ject!n|^  a  citizen  to  the  humiliating  proceH  of 
having  bis  private  apartments  searched,  the  constitutions 
of  the  United  States  and  Stale  of  Kentucky,  and  proba- 
bly of  every  other  State  in  this  Union,  would  require  an 
oath  or  affirmation  in  support  of  the  facts  before  the 
msgistrate  issues  the  warrant,  and  then  the  warrant 
should  specify  the  place  to  be  searched  and  the  thing  to 
be  taken.  But,  sir,  who  ever  heard  these  well^ettled 
conititutifinal  prineiplea,  until  now*  applied  to  p<riitical 
inTMligationsp  to  the  examination  of  the  departments  of 
this  or  any  other  Qovernment?  Hu  U  come  to  this:that, 
when  we  ask  for  the  apptHntment  of  a  committee  to  ss- 
certain  whether  our  affairs  hsve  been  properly  mansged 
and  conducted  by  the  servants  of  the  people,  gentlemen 
consider  the  proceeding  analogous  to  the  pursuit  of 
thieves  and  itden  propcrtyi  and  contend  that  we  ought 
to  proceed  with  the  lame  caution  and  formality  f  Sir, 
Mcb  a  suggestion  oan  result  from  nothing  less  than  in- 
considerate seal  In  support  of  men  who  may  be  pure, 
and  who  ought  to  court,  rsther  than  slum,  investigation, 
if  their  conduct  fears  no  scrutiny.  The  idea  that  there 
is  something  wrong  in  a  general  commission  or  warrant 
to  search  and  examine  the  political  movements  and  offi- 
cial conduct  of  the  departments  of  this  Government 
aeema  to  me  totally  at  variance  with  the  genius  of  all  our 
inslttatioDi.  What  are  the  departments  of  this  Gorern- 
mentf  Nothing  but  executive  trusta,  confided  to  ^ents, 
to  be  exercised  according  to  the  will  and  for  the  benefit 
of  tlie  people.  The  trualee  or  agent  is  amenable  and 
responsible  to  the  people;  snd  bow  can  that  responsibit- 
ily  be  enforced  unless  the  people,  whenever  they 
choose*  and  at  all  times,  can  look  into  and  examine  as 
they  please  the  records  and  official  acts  of  every  public 
functionary.^  And  how,  sir,  can  the  people  do  this,  un- 
less it  be  through  the>r  Representatives  on  this  iluorf  I 
demand  it  as  a  right,  in  the  name  of  my  constitueols;  and 
in  their  behalf  I  call  for  the  practical  exercise  of  that 
right,  which  will  enable  a  committee  of  this  House  to 
lay  before  Ihcm  the  official  correspondence  of  every 
Secretary,  the  condilinn  of  their  offices,  snd  the  wbuls 
CTidences  of  their  official  conduct,  whether  it  be  good 
or  whether  it  be  evil. 

If  such  an  examination  be  not  legitimate,  if  we  have 
no  such  power,  then  indeed  are  the  ufficcrs  of  Govern- 
ment placed  above  the  reach  uf  the  people,  and  from 
nominal  servants  have  become  practical  masters.  The 
ample  investigation  tolerated  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  is  cnuplt-d  with  ihe  condition  that  we  shall 
first  charge  some  specific  offence,  and  then  he  would 
allow  us  to  examine  (be  records,  without  restriction,  for 
evidence  in  support  of  it.  Nov,  sir,  auch  a  proceeding 
would  be  well  calculated  to  turn  Ihe  inveaiigation  into 
ridicule.  Il  would  be  necesiiary,  if  that  be  iheappro- 
ftiiate  course,  to  form  charges  and  specifications  by 
giiessingt  "nd  unlt;ss  we  happened  (o  guesa  right,  the 
whole  investigation  would  amount  to  nothing;  fur  I  sup*  | 
pose  no  one  will  contend  that  coariction  under  impeach- ' 


roent,  or  public  condemnatioo,  would  be  the  result 

where  the  prosecutors  had  wholly  mistaken  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  offence,  and  had  exhibited  charges 
totally  variant  from  those  sustained  by  the  proof.  Sir, 
1  am  not  disposed  to  commence  the  investigation  by 
gueseingi  but  1  am  truly  anxious  to  have  an  inwectioo 
uf  all  the  records  of  the  several  depsrtmenta,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  there  has  been  any  ni^ 
feasance  or  malfeatanee  committed.  If  any  can  be 
found,  then  it  is  time  to  bring  forward  the  accuiatioiu 
If  none  exist,  then  an  honest  commiltee  should  prodbiH 
to  the  nation  that  all  is  welli  and  those  who,  fivm  ill- 
founded  suspicions,  have  iuusted  upon  the  investigatioii, 
would  feel  the  blush  of  shame  for  having  done  injustice^ 
in  Iheir  thoughts,  to  the  virtuous  patriots  who,  uninflu- 
enced by  selfish  and  corrupt  motives,  have  only  labored 
to  promote  the  great  interests  of  the  country. 

The  true  question  is,  whether  we  have  a  right  to  nuke 
(he  examination  before  charging  any  ofTence;  or  must 
we  specify  offences  at  random,  and  then  call  for  a  cob- 
miltee  to  ascertain  their  truths  If  it  was  a  mere  copart- 
nerahip  between  the  heads  of  tlie  departments  and  the 
representstives  of  the  people,  we  should  have  tbe  right 
to  inspect  their  books  and  papers;  and  a  refusal  on  their 
part  to  let  ui  do  it  would  be  just  cause  for  dissolving  the 
concern.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  a  copartnership  in  political 
trade,  where  each  member  of  the  firm  shares  the  profits 
according  to  the  capital  of  intrigue  and  management  be 
contributes.  Such  a  doctrine  Is  only  current  with  those 
whose  motto  is,  "  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils. "  The 
people  of  this  nstion,  in  whose  place  we  stand,  do  not 
admit  the  existence  of  sny  partnership  with  their  nikn. 
It  is  no  joint-stock  jompany.  Those  who  rule  in  the 
executive  departmeola  are  the  mere  agents  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  trustees  for  their  use;  and  we,  temporarily  clo- 
thed with  tbe  power  of  the  people,  as  iheir  representa- 
tives, have  the  same  right  to  call  upon  those  agents  and 
trustees  to  exhibit  all  their  book«,  records,  and  accounts, 
touching  the  affairs  of  the  Government,  that  the  mer- 
chant has  to  call  upon  his  factor,  or  the  landlord  upon 
his  steward.  Sir,  this  right  is  tbe  true  basis  of  Ameri- 
can liberiyi  it  is  the  essence  of  respontibility;  and  if  it 
be  not  practically  exercised,  tbe  people  can  never  settle 
their  accounts,  or  know  how  they  stand  with  Iheir  ru- 
lers;  and  when  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Ur.  Bir- 
lbt]  seemed  lo  deny  the  very  existence  of  such  a  right, 
I  felt  that  he  was  uttering  sentiments  and  opinions  more 
congenial  to  the  monarchical  atmoiphere  of  Europe  thaa 
the  republican  expanse  which  encirdea  the  Slates  of 
this  Union.  If  tliere  is  no  such  right,  liberty  is  dead, 
and  despotism  reigns. 

But,  sir,  the  abstract  right  lias  not  been  positively  de- 
nied, although  it  has  been  treated  as  if  it  did  not  exisli 
anil  Ihe  manner  proposed  for  its  exercise,  by  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  rather  im- 
plies a  want  of  right  or  authority  lo  send  oat  a  com* 
mittee  to  make  a  general  examination.  The  gentlemaa 
from  Rhode  Island  is  an  astute  lawyer;  and,  if  he  will  re* 
fleet  a  moment,  be  must  be  sensible  that  the  course  io- 
dicated  by  his  amendment  is  a  departure  from  the  set- 
tled paaciice  in  courta  of  justice,  designed  to  bring  the 
violators  of  the  penal  code  lo  punishment.  By  their 
practice,  the  grand  jury  ia  first  emjiannelled  and  sworn  to 
inquire;  and,  sir,  the  grand  jury  is  unrestricted  in  its  ia- 
quiries.  It  has  no  limits,  but  may  take  a  range  of  inves- 
tigation coextensive  with  the  penal  lavs  of  tbe  land. 
The  grand  jury  indicia  and  presents,  and  gives  shape 
nnd  form  to  ihe  charge.  AfXer  the  grand  jury  his 
specified  the  time,  place,  circumstances,  and  man- 
ner of  the  crime,  then  comes  the  venire,  and  the  ac- 
cused is  put  upon  Ills  trial.  The  gentleman's  amend- 
ment reverses  the  order  of  things.  He  would  have  ihe 
prosecutor  to  slate  tbe  cbaige  by  without 
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the  ezimhHtron  or  any  witneta  b«rore  the  grand  jury,  or 
•  court  or  inquiry,  and  then  he  would  foHhwHh  enter 
upon  the  tnal.  Only  indulge  the  gentlrman  in  such  a 
course — ■  course  which  subTerts  the  settled  wisdom  of 
the  country,  growing  out  of  the  experience  o(  affes — 
and  I  will  venture  to  say  that  no  culprit  ever  eoold  be 
eonricted,  with  the  f^ntleman's  talenU  enplvfed  in  the 
deffcncr.  This  House  is  the  gnn6  inquest  of  this  nation, 
and  I,  for  one,  Mr.  Speaker,  wiU  never  ennsent  to  iram- 
mel  ita  investigations  by  adopling%  a  limited  rule,  such  aa 
Ihe  amendment  propmet. 

The  jrentleman  From  Lotiiaiana,  [Hr.  Riplbt]  seeras 
to  condder  the  nriglml  reBolotion,  which  contefflphtea 
an  enniination  of  the  departments  In  all  their  ramifica* 
liont,  »  an  insinuation  against  the  integrity  of  the  Presi- 
dent. He[Mr.  R.]  will  not  look  into  Ihe  condition  of 
the  departments,  because  the  President  hat  certified 
that  all  is  well;  and  to  look  forhimaelf  and  his  constitu- 
ents after  that  would  be  to  suspect  the  truth  and  honesty 
of  the  President. 

1  was  astonished  to  hear  such  sentimenta  avowed  on 
this  floor.  They  are,  in  my  opinion,  exotic,  plants 
which  should  never  |}e  permitted  to  take  root  in  Ameri- 
can soil.  It  is  the  doctrine  of  passive  obedience,  of 
quiet  acquiescence  in  the  will  of  a  mailer.  Sir,  the 
gentleman  forgets  that  eternal  vrgiUnce  is  the  condition 
upon  which  public  liberty  dependa.  We  should  re- 
ceive nothing  withotit  examination,  without  sifting  it 
Aoraughly,  and  ascertaining  for  ourselves  and  our  eon-  ' 
stHuenti  all  its  properties  and  qualities..  If  we  are  to 
lake  things  ou  trust,  our  presence  here  might  as  well  be 
dispensed  with,  and  we  had  better  surrender  at  once  all 
the  powers  of  government  into  the  hands  or  a  truthful 
and  honest  President.  Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  trtitb  or  honesty  of  the  President.  1  shall  neither 
concede  nor  deny  him  these  qualities  upon  (his  occa- 
sion. By  his  "  fruits"  1  know  htm.  But  as  he  is  soon 
to  retire  from  his  station,  and  as  it  doea  not  afTect  the 
principles  for  which  I  am  contending,  whether  be  Is 
truthful  and  honest  or  otherwise,  1  shall  not  atop  to  in- 
quire into  such  personal  qualities.  But  suppose  it  were 
conceded  thkt  his  character  for  truth  and  honesty  stands 
as  high  as  his  warmest  admirers  ,would  place  it,  are  we 
to  abstain  from  an  examination  into  the  conduct  of  our 
public  functionariei>,  and  the  situation  of  their  offices, 
merely  because  the  President  is  of  opinion  they  have 
done  their  duty?  The  President's  certificate  in  their  be- 
half is  nothing  more  than  bis  opinion;  he  does  not  in- 
form'us  that  he  has  made  a  minute  and  personal  exami- 
nation into  the  condition  of  (he  departments,  and  that 
his  opinion  is  the  result  of  such  examination.  We  know 
that  the  President's  oflicial  duties  have  required  a  great 
deal  of  his  time.  His  absence  Ust  summer,  and  his 
recent  Illness,  connected  with  his  official  ei^agements, 
have  alloTCd  him  very  little  time  to  devote  to  the  ex- 
amination of  the  departmentst  and  hence,  sir,  this 
House  and  this  nation  may  form  a  very  diffepent  opinion 
In  regard  to  the  heads  of  the  departments  and  their  con- 
duct, from  that  expressed  by  the  Ppeaidenl;  and  all  this 
may  be  done  without  assaulting  his  personal  character. 

The  gentleman  from  Uhode Island  [Mr.  PEABCB]seero- 
ed  to  oppose  the  proposed  investigation,  because  he  ap- 
prehended there  was  a  lurlcing  purpose  to  depreciate,  if 
not  slander,  the  characters  of  those  who  are  at  the  head 
of  the  executive  departments.  I  am  equally  sensible, 
with  that  gentleman,  of  the  value  to  this  nation  of  the 
reputation  of  our  public  men,  and  I  have  had  cause  to 
regret  the  unmerited  reproaches  and  vile  calumnies 
which  are  often  cast  upon  them  by  a  corrupt  partisan 
press;  but  I  cannot  perceive  any  good  reason  for  op- 
posing (he  original  resolution,  lest  the  characters  of 
those  high  in  office  might  suffer  by  its  adoption.  We 
must  take  it  for  granted  tfant  the  committee  will  report 
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nothing  but  fscts.^  If  the  facts  are  of  auch  a  nature  as  to 
produce  censure,'  degradation  of  character,  and  expul* 
aion  from  office,  it  will  be  much  more  creditable  to  the 
nation  and  its  institutions  to  expose  (he  base  motives  and 
bad  acts  of  exalted  functionaries,  than  to  leave  them  un- 
molested in  their  high  places,  presenting  a  fair  exterior 
to  dupe  the  world,  while  all  is  disgusting  filth  and  rot- 
tenness within.  I  admit  there  is  a  diminution  of  nation- 
al character  whenever  any  of  our  high  officers  are  shown 
to  be  unworthy  of  their  stations;  but  we  had  better  loae 
in  this  respect  than  to  wink  at  corruption  for  the  sake  of 
appearances.  By  detecting,  exposing,  and  punishing 
political  criminals  thoie  who  offend  against  the  statutes 
and  principles  of  liberty,  there  is  a  national  gain  of 
reputation,  which  more  than  eounterbalaneefl  Im  Iom  I 
have  mentioned.  The  gain  consists  in  the  manifestation 
of  a  sound  state  of  moral  and  political  sentiOKnt,  which 
will  not  allow  offenders  to  escape  with  impunity;  and  the 
assurance  we  find  in  the  stern  political  virtue  which 
condemns  the  officini  knave,  that  our  free  institutions 
are  destined  to  last  forever.  Now,  sir,  let  us  test  tboae 
principles  of  loss  and  gain,  by  instituting  the  fullest  and 
most  nnfimited  inquiry;  and  if  the  result  is,  as  some  pre* 
diet,  that  the  characters  of  our  cabinet  ministers  will 
shine  the  brighler  from  having  passed  the  ordeal,  the 
nation  will  gain  much  by  the  conviction  that  existing  sui- 
picions  are  not  well  founded,  and  by  the  increase  of  the 
reputations  of  those  high  functionaries. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  original  resolution  proposes 
a  new  thing,  for  which  there  is  no  precedent  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  Government.  Grant  it,  and  what  of  that/ 
Is  not  the  President's  laudatory  certiBoale  in  behalf  of 
all  (he  executive  departments  and  their  officers  a  new 
thing  in  the  history  of  (his  Government?  What  former 
President  ever  did  the  like?  If  the  President  intro* 
duces  a  new  practice,  may  we  nat  meet  it  by  an  appro- 
priate novcliy?  If  the  original  resolution  is  amended,  it 
should  be  done  by  provl^ng  for  the  appointment  of  a 
separate  committee  to  examine  each  department.  One 
committee,  t  fear,  caimot  go  through  the  whole.  If 
such  a  practice  had  prevailed,  as  I  think  it  ought  to  have 
done,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Government,  [ 
have  no  doubt  ttiat  many  things  which  have  been  im- 
properly done  would  not  have  taken  place.  Early  im- 
pressions, Mr.  Speaker,  are  never  forgotten.  The  first 
lesson  taught  me,  as  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  Lfgiala* 
tore,  many  years  since,  was  the  propriety  of  appointing 
annually  a  committee  to  examine  each  department  of 
(be  Government  of  (hat  State,  and  to  report  upon  its 
condition.  The  offices  of  our  State— Auditor,  Treas- 
urer, Kegisler,  Ecc,  are  annually  examined  by  a  sep- 
arate committee,  and  reported  on.  We  do  not  take 
the  Governor's  word  that  all  things  are  going  on  weH; 
but  the  representatives  of  the  people  investigate  for 
themselves  and  their  constituents)  and  the  same  practice 
should  prevail  in  this  Government,  henceforth  and  for- 
ever. 

ir,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  aatiafied  (he  House  that  we 
possess  the  power  to  make  a  general  examination  into 
the  condition  of  the  departments,  without  atating  be- 
forehand any  specific  abuse  or  malfeasance  as  (he  object 
of  inquiry;  if  such  pover  necessarily  resulta  from  the 
legislative  powers  vested  in  us  by  the  constitution,  and 
from  the  power  of  impeachment,  then  there  is  nothing 
left  to  be  considered  but  the  propriety  of  exercising  the 
power  at  this  time.  It  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an 
exercise  of  the  right  to  extmine  a  department  when 
this  House  calls  for  a  report.  We  have  as  much  right  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  ascertain  a  fact  by  inspecting  (he 
records  of  a  department,  aa  to  require  the  bead  of  the 
same  department,  or  the  chief  of  any  bureau,  to  report 
as  (0  the  particular  fact,  upon  his  inspection.  Buppoae  a 
question  should  arise  wlBiittl%(}^4^tO®i^r^or*«^* 
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bowctn  you  decide  unirn  you  htve  the  power  to  ex- 
amine? 1  dismiH  the  argument  in  retard  to  the  right  of 
a  general  examination,  and  will  proceed  to  show  the 
propriety  oriti  exerc'iie. 

Will  it  interest  the  people  of  thii  coantry,  and  of  the 
vhole  civilized  world,  to  know  whriher  there  are  cor< 
rupt  combinations  exialing  amonf^  ihe  officers  of  (his 
GovcfRment,  to  aid  and  assist  each  other  in  procuring, 
and  retaining  for  thenuelvei  and  their  relatirea  offieca 
and  the  emoTuments  thereoP  la  it  advisable  to  ascertain. 
In  this  the  freest  Government  fia  earib,  how  far  the  spir- 
it of  despotism  can  or  has  cdttsined  power  to  proscribe 
and  punish  those  who  dare  to  assert  with  boldness,  and  to 
maintain  with  independence,  their  principles  of  policy, 
and  tbeir  opinions  In  regard  to  men?  Will  it  have  a 
salutary  influence  among  the  lovers  of  justice  and  vota- 
ries of  freedom,  to  expose  the  wicked  schemes  of  telf- 

grandisement,  which  sometimet  corrupt  the  whole- 
■omc  administration  of  the  laws,  and  infuse  t  deadly  poison 
into  the  legislation  of  a  country  1  If  these  questions  are 
affirmatively  answered,  then,  sir,  we  ought  now  to  raise 
a  committee  and  require  an  examination  according  to 
the  original  reiotulion.  Whether  the  committee  would 
find,  by  their  investigation,  facts  to  alarm  the  nation,  or 
to  cheer  it  on  its  forward  march  to  greatness  in  popula- 
tion, in  wealth,  in  reaources  need  not  be  anticipated. 
Tbe  committee  would  certainly  find  facts  of  the  one 
kind  or  the  olhrn  and  the  investigation  would  necessari- 
ly result  in  pointing  out  dangers  which  threaten  our  de- 
struction, or  In  confirming  our  hopes  of  Ihe  durability  of 
our  institutions.  Either  result  is  desirable,  and  hence 
we  should  not  hesilale  to  adopt  the  original  resolution. 

I  will  suggest  some  things  which  could  be  done,  and 
which  could  not  fail  to  be  deeply  interesting  to  the 
public.  Shortly  after  tbe  election  of  General  Jackson  as 
Frendent,  tlie  postmaster  at  Glairgow,  Kentucky,  was 
removed  from  office.  He  did  not  vote  for  General 
Jackson.  A  political  parliian  was  appointed  in  his 
place.  The  removed  postinailer  had  the  business  of 
the  office  conducted  lo  the  aalisfaction  of  the  people,  so 
ftr  as  I  am  informed.  During  the  last  Msuon,  charges 
of  malfeasance  were  forwartCd  to  me  against  Ihe  then 
Incumbent,  so  satisfactorily  siiflained  by  proof,  that  the 
postmaster  General  removed  the  incumbeni,  and  ap- 
pointed, another  in  his  place.  Now,  sir,  Ihe  documents 
by  which  tbe  removal  of  the  poilmaater  lait  aeision  was 
accoropli^d  are  no  doubt  on  file  in  the  Post  Office  De- 

Sirtment,  The  documents  and  charges  upon  which  the 
rat  removal  took  place  ought  also  to  be  thtre,  and 
doubtleu  are.  I  would  have  an  t-xamining  committee 
Inspect  these  documents,  and  culU-cl  from  them  the 
principle  of  action  with  the  Department,  whicli,  in  tbe 
first  instance,  cauied  the  removal  of  a  competent  and 
fatthful  officer,  without  any  complaint  against  him,  and 
the  appointment  of  an  individual,  a  political  partisan,  aU 
terwards  removed  for  malfeasance.  A  similar  inquiry 
•hould  be  had  in  all  other  like  caks.  In  the  progress  of 
tbe  examination,  I  would  also  examine  the  correspond- 
ence and  documents  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  poil- 
maater  at  Stanford,  Keniucky,  and  the  appointment  of 
Alfred  Hocker  in  his  plact  I  I  presume  the  House  are 
not  ignorant  of  one  act,  at  least,  performed  by  this  no- 
torious personaget  and  every  gentleman,  no  doubt,  has 
beard  that  when  be  demanded  possession  of  tlie  books, 
papers,  &e<  of  Ihe  office  to  which  he  bad  been  appoint- 
ed, the  young  man  having  charge  of  them  reruued  to 
surrender  upon  the  first  summoiiBt  and  upon  a  passionate 
inquiry  from  Hocker,  as  tu  his  authority  for  withholding 
the  papers,  the  youth  calmly  replied,  "just  the  same 
which  you  had  to  withhold  tbe  Lii.coln  pull-book."  Sir, 
I  abould  like  to  know,  I  think  it  would  be  beneficial  lo 
tbil  nation  to  ascertain,  the  motives  and  principles  of  one 
of  Ibe  departmcnta  of  this  Government,  which  led  to 


the  appointment  of  a  man  to  hold  a  highly  important  of- 
fice, who,  but  for  the  conalituttonal  provision  against  tt 
pott  /aeto  lawp,  would,  in  all  human  probability,  htve 
been  a  penitentiary  convict  at  the  date  of  his  appoint, 
ment.  1  would  have  the  committee  examine  and  re-ei- 
amine  the  recommendaliona  and  correspondence  rebiire 
to  the  appointment  of  Hocker.  [Here  a  gentleman  sear 
Hr.  tJ.  suggested,  in  an  under  tone,  "  that  they  were 
probably  burnt  up  by  the  fire  last  night.'*}  Hr.  V.  caa- 
tinned.  I  hope  not,  sir.  When  f  reached  tbe  eaaflfr 
gralion,  that  part  of  the  building  appropriated  to  the  ase 
of  tbe  General  Post  Office  was  so  far  uninjured  as  lo  ad- 
mit free  access  to  the  interior  of  it  without  daoger,  and 
there  was  ample  time  to  have  secured  all  imporlani  pa- 
pers. I  trust,  sir,  there  has  been  no  destructioa  of  any 
which  relate  lo  removala  from  and  appointmenlilo  office. 
These  papct%  if  thwougfaly  scrutinized,  will,  1  appn> 
bend,  exhibit  eombinalioas  of  depravity  which  wwU 
■lartle  a  confiding,  unsuspecting  people,  and  csD  into 
active  operation  that  vigilance,  that  perpetual  vigilance, 
without  which  knavery  is  destined  to  triumph  over  boa- 
esty,  and  liberty  to  fall  under  tbe  machinations  of  ty- 
rants. Sir,  I  desire  that  Ihe  committee  should  examine 
all  the  correspondence  in  each  of  the  departmeats  rela- 
tive to  removals  and  appmntments.  I  want  to  knov 
whether  the  JefTertonlan  rule,  **  la  he  honest,  is  be  capa- 
ble, is  he  faithful  to  the  constitution,"  governs  Ihe  <l^ 
partments  in  making^ appointmentst  or  whether  this  bt 
the  rule  now  practised  on:  '*  Is  he  a  voter,  how  did  k 
vote,  and  how  many  voles  can  he  control  in  all  futore 
contests  for  power^"  You  mayauppreao  this  inquiry  if 
you  daret  but,  sir,  unless  llie  American  people  Mve  al^ 
terly  lost  tliat  character  which  brought  their  falhen 
tbroi^;h  the  stwma  of  the  Revolution,  they  will  uhi■■l^ 
ly  bring  lo  light  the  bidden  aecreta  of  all  your  d^ 
parlments. 

There  are  other  objects  lo  which  a  committee  of  in- 
vestigation could  and  should  turn  their  attention.  Da- 
ring the  last  session,  a  member  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Hoxt]  was  placed  at  the  head  of  a  committee,  raised  ij 
the  order  of  this  Houar,  for  the  purpose  of  toquiriaf 
into  the  specuktions  made  in  the  public  lands  by  sea* 
bers  of  Congress,  and  the  facilities  afforded  them  for 
that  purpose  by  the  deposite  banks.  He  was  unable  ts 
go  through  with  the  investigation,  and'aakedfurtbertioe, 
which  was  refused.  Now,  sir,  the  committee  nppoiit- 
ed,  if  the  original  resolution  is  adopted,  can  ascertain  i 
great  many  facts  in  regard  to  the  public  lands,  and  tbe 
speculationa  carried  on  in  them,  which  may  have  a  roT 
important  infiuenoe  upon  tbe  deliberation*  and  legiik* 
laiion  of  tbil  House,  lliey  can  ascerivn  at  the  Lud 
Office  the  quantity  of  acres  sold  to  each  individual 
company  for  the  last  t  wo  yearn,  and  when  each  s^  *>* 
made.  I'hey  can  ascertain  Ihe  names  of  the  purchaten. 
and  then  they  csn  ascertain  what  sums  of  money  ban 
been  loaned  to  these  purchasera  by  the  deposite  bsato 
and  when  tbe  loans  were  made,  provided  the  ofliccn  of 
these  banks  do  not  say  to  tbem,  **  that  is  none  of  jnr 
business."  Thus,  sir,  a  committee,  by  going  properly 
to  work,  can  obtain  from  ihe  recorda  of  one  depait*^ 
and  the  books  of  the  depoaile  banks  all  Ihe  iDfonaatioi 
neceasary  to  elucidate  the  subject  of  inquiry  confided  9 
the  committee  of  which  the  gentleman  from  New'^ 
[Mr.  Hort]  was  chairmant  and,  by  so  doing,  afsn 
wounding  tbe  delicate  aensibtlily  and  fastidious  booflrn 
certain  witneasea,  who  might  refuse  to  answer  ccrw 
questions,  if  called  to  testify. 

From  the  Land  Office  the  committee  might  pw^ 
to  the  Treasury,  and  ascertain  how  much  gold  aadif 
ver  had  been  there  deposited  lo  pay  for  lands,  snd  n 
whose  favor  Treasury  certificates  of  deposite  **^* 
sued,  and  Ibe  anoount  of  each.  Thus,  air,  tbe  abo" 
operationi  of  our  bnd  ayitem/'lb^b^.  MtA*"  T**^ 
Digitized  by 
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mig^t  be  developed  in  •  report,  pregnant  with  lueftil 
facts,  inJ  leadinff  to  iinpurtant  consequence*  in  our 
le^ithtion. 

I  ■hall  ny  nnthing*  morr,  believing,  as  1  do,  that  ir  the 
vag^esfions  made  ar.:  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  this  House 
of  the  propriety  of  raisingf  a  committee,  and  vesting  it 
with  unrestricted  powers  to  examine  the  deputmenti^ 
all  ebe  will  fiiil  to  have  the  desired  effect. 

Mr.  LANE  rose  and  moved  an  adjournnent,  but  gpave 
way  to 

Mr.  BRIGGS,  who,  on  leave,  submitted  a  resolution, 
friving  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  power  to  send  fur  persons  and  papers,  in  investi- 
pilinif  into  the  causes  of  the  burning  of  the  Post  Office 
building.  Mr.  B.  explained  that  the  resolution  was  of- 
fered to  supply  a  defect  in  the  one  adopted  on  the  same 
subject  that  morning.  The  reaolution  was  concurred  in 
■tens-  dU-!  and  then 

The  House  atyooraed. 

FaiBAT,  DSCBHSBB  16. 

PROPEBTT  LOST  IN  MILITARY  SERVtCE. 

^  Mr.  E.  WHITTLESKY,  by  consen%  submitted  a  mo. 
lliHi  that  the  House  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  bills 
on  the  private  calendar. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  did  not  wish  to  multiply  words,  but 
that  the  calendar  was  very  lung,  and  he  was  anxious  to 
send  the  bills  to  tbe  other  House  as  fast  as  possible. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  W.,  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  tbe  Whole, 
(Mr.  Hatvbs  in  tbe  chair,)  on  the  bills  on  tbe  private 
QAlendari  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.,  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  payment  for  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  de- 
stroyed in  the  mililsry  service  of  the  ynited  States  was 
referred  to  tlie  same  committee.  And  the  committee 
having  taken  up  the  said  bill, 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the 
same  by  striking  out  the  words  ••  4th  May,  1833,"  and 
tnserling  tbe  words  *'8  h  June,  1813,"  ((extending  its 
provisions  to  that  period()  which  amendment  wu 
agreed  (o. 

Mr.  HOLSET  further  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
extending  its  provisions  to  properly  impressed  "in  any 
Stale  or  Territory,  in  the  existing  waf  in  Florida,  or  the 
Isle  war  with  the  Creek  Indians." 

After  some  debate,  m  which  Messrs.  E.  WHITTLB- 
SBV,  H0L9EY,  HARDIN,  and  WHITE,  participated, 
the  amendment  was  rejected.  And,  no  further  amend- 
ment having  been  offered,  the  bill  wu  laid  aside,  but 
was  subsequently  taken  up  agvn,  the  amendments  con- 
curred in,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Several  other  bills  were  then  taken  up  in  committeei 
among  the  rest,  a  bill  for  tin  relief  of  the  representa- 
tives of 

COLONEL  ANTHONY  W.  WHITE. 

A  long  debate  took  place  on  this  bill,  principally  on 
a  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Allih  to  strike  out  the  provision  al- 
lowing interest  from  July  4^  1780,  lo  the  present  time, 
on  a  ehjm  for  advances  alleged  to  have  been  made  to 
troops  daring  the  revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  it  could  not  be  otherwise  than  high- 
ly disagreeable  to  the  mind  of  any  gentleman  upon  this 
floor  to  feel  himself  under  the  necessity  of  opposing  any 
claim  that  has  its  origin  In,  or  that  has  grown  out  of,  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  country  during  the  revolutionary 
•tmggle  for  its  independence.  A  claim  of  that  denom- 
ination commends  itself  at  once  to  our  patriotic  feelingsf 
and  we  all  are  predisposed,  and  should  be  predisposed, 
to  regard  )t  with  favor.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  the 
PByment  of  public  money  to  satisfy  ths  demandi  of  pri- 


vate individuals  upon  the  Government,  it  is  absolutely 
indiq»nsable  that  some  general  principle  be  adopted  and 
adhered  lo,  and  that  all  claimants  be  treated  in  the  same 
manner.    It  would  be  great  injustire  not  to  do  this,  and 
would,  moreover,  leave  our  legislation  ver^  much  at 
loose  ends.    Sir,  there  must  be  something  strikingly  pe* 
culisr  in  the  character  of  that  claim  which  can  be  re< 
garded  by  Government  or  by  Congress  as  elevated  abovo 
that  high  merit  of  being  just  snd  equitable  in  itself. 
And,  sir,  there  must  be  something  no  less  singularly  stri- 
king and  peculiar  in  the  character  of  that  claim  which 
shall  be  underslandingly  paid  by  the  Government,  or 
allowed  by  Congress,  without  its  being  just  and  equita- 
ble in  itstflf.    Fur  one,  sir,  I  am  disposed  to  have  the 
Government  pay  promptly  every  clum  that  shall  como 
up  to  the  character  of  being  just  or  equitable  in  itself, 
and  I  am  unwilling  to  have  any  paid  that  fall  below  thii 
slsndardi  and  all  that  are  paid,  I  would  -have  paid  apoa 
one  and  the  same  principle,  and  by  one  and  the  same 
general  rule,  be  that  as  it  may,  unless  a  positive  agree* 
ment  between  the  claimant  and  the  Government  shaU- 
constitute  any  particular  claim  an  exception  from  the  gen- 
erality of  private  claims.   That  different  degrees  of  hard- 
ship and  misfortune,  as  well  as  of  benefits  and  advan- 
tage^ to  individual  claimants,  will  enter  into  tbe  consti- 
tution of  their  different  claims,  is  to  be  expected  from 
the  very  nature  of  human  affiiirs.    But  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  undertake  to  deal  out  justice  more  nicely 
or  equally  smong  claimsnls,  by  an  attempt  to  pursue 
their  claims  through  all  the  incidental  shades  of  merit 
that  may  be  thought  to  distinguish  some  that  are  allowed 
from  others  that  are  also  allowed,  and  to  favor  some 
over  others,  appears  to  my  mind  entirely  impolitic,  and 
impracticable  to  be  accomplished,  and  would  be  more 
productive  of  inequality  and  complaint  than  of  equality 
and  satisfaction,  in  the  distribution  of  the  Government^ 
allowances.    Sir,  I  sm  constrained  to  oppose  such  a  sys- 
tem, and  tO'know  but  one  rule  of  paymenli  and  that  is, 
to  pay  all  demands  alike  that  are  found  to  be  just  igainst 
the  Government,  and  toreject  all  alike  that  are  not  found 
to  be  of  this  character. 

In  relation  to  the  prin<^pal  or  substantive  part  of  the 
claim  now  pending  before  the  committee,  I  have  nothing 
to  say.  I  have  not  myself  had  an  opportunity  of  investi- 
gating its  merits  in  this  particular;  but  it  seems  to  be 
conceded  on  alt  sides  as  just  in  itself:  at  least,  from  no 
quarter  have  1  heard  it  objected  to  upon  this  floor.  But, 
sir,  it  is  to  the  allowance  of  interest  for  some  forty 
fifty  years  back  that  1  do  make  a  question,  and  am  con- 
strained  to  oppose  my  vote;  and  I  ask  the  committee  to 
look  well  to  tbe  elToct  of  such  allowance  upon  both  the 
past,  present,  and  future  operations  of  this  Government. 
Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  adopt  a  principle  so  momen- 
tous tn  its  extent,  retrospective  and  prospective,  which 
has  never  yet  been  adopted  by  Congress  unlett  in  some 
venr  few  esses  where  it  was  unobserved,  probsblyi 
anif  a  principle  which  bai  been  repeatedly,  and  I  msy 
say  unirormly,  repudiated  by  Coniress,  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  claims?  Where  will  it  lead  us,  or  where  will  it 
end^  If,  because  this  claim  is  just,  interest  is  lo  be  aU 
lowed  upon  that  claim  from  iu  origin,  then,  to  be  jurt 
and  consistent  in  our  practice,  interest  should  be  allowed 
on,every  other  claim  found  to  be  just  j  for  justice  can  know 
no  medium  at  \t  hich  to  stop  in  this  particular.  And,  At,  it 
is  not  only  all  present  claims,  but  all  future  clums,  which  ' 
shall  be  adjudged  juat  against  the  Government,  that 
should  and  must  be  so  settled  with  inierestt  and  this  claim 
will  be  an  undeniable  precedent  and  aulbority  for  it.  Nor 
shall  we  be  permitted  to  stop  here,  if  we  would  be  con- 
sistent, andalikejust  lo  all.  Bulall  claims  that  have  atany 
time  heretofore  been  recognised  and  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment, without  the  allowance  of  interest  upon  them,  wIH 
be  as  fairly  and  equitably  entitled  respectively  toJhis  r-" 
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illowince  oriotereBt  by  the  Guvernment,  u  if  the  prin- 
uipftl  bad  oever  been  paid,  ur  as  if  they  were  yet  lo  be 
adjusted.  Are  j^nllemen  prepared  to  go  thia  extent, 
or  to  involve  the  Government  in  these  burdenaomi.-  but 
inevitable  consequences  of  the  rule  pruposed  to  be  adopt- 
ed by  this  bill?  Sir,  consider  the  enormous  claims  still 
pending,  denominated  the  French  ckims  prior  to  1800, 
and  some  or  whieb,  to  say  the  least,  are  as  just,  perhaps, 
as  even  the  claim  now  pending,  or  are  alleged  tu  be  soj 
and  are  gentlemen  prepared  lo  carry  out  this  principle 
of  ailowuig  interest  in  reference  to  those  claims,  and 
will  they  do  it?  Why  should  a  different  rule  apply  to 
one  just  claim,  and  nut  be  conceded  to  another?  If  a 
rule  of  ftdjuatment  be  adopted  and  applied  to  a  present 
claim,  admitted  lo  be  just,  why  not  say  it  shall  apply  to 
all  future  and  all  past  claims  also,  admitted  also  to  be 
jual?  Because  a  claim  has  been  once  settled  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, if  the  settlement  did  not  embrace  all  that  the 
claimant,  upon  fair  principle,  such  as  the  Government  is 
now  about  to  be  made  to  recognise,  was  entitled  to,  the 
Government  surely  cannot  refuse  to  go  back  and  do  the 
injured  party  that  justice  now.  Huw  many^  thousand 
claims  will  lb  us  be  revived,  and  upon  the  basis  about  to 
be  ealabllshed  in  this  bill'  Will  gentlemen  but  reflect 
upon  the  strong  equitable  character  of  claims  heretofore 
adjusted  by  Government,  but  denied  the  allowance  of  in- 
terest? When  a  revenue  or  custom-houBC  officer,  or  any 
officer  of  the  Treasury  Dt-partraenl,  under  a  miscon- 
struction of  a  provision  of  law,  baa  exacted  of  a  mer- 
chant an  excess  of  duty  upon  articles  imported  by  him, 
Md  abeolutely  brought  into  the  Treasury  money  that 
buch  merchant  was  not  bound  lo  pay,  Congresslias  invari- 
ably repaid  the  amount  wrongfulty  exacted,  but  never  a 
cent  of  interest  upon  it.  Wlv:n  the  property  of  a  citizen 
has  been  seized  and  sold  by  the  Government  for  the  sup- 
posed violation  of  some  law,  perhaps  of  a  revenue  law, 
and,  upon  adjudication  by  the  proper  tribunals,  tlie 
seizure  and  sale  have  been  disallowed  and  demonstrated 
to  bair«  been  wrongful,  tlie  properly  of  aueh  citizen, 
or  tbe  proceeds  of  it,  have  oeen  invariably  restored, 
upon  a  claim  therefor,  but  not  with  interest,  even 
though  years  may  have  been  exhaubted  in  the  pro- 
ceedings. Could  more  equitable  cases  be  conceived 
for  the  application  of  the  rule  of  interest  than  were 
such  caiea?  But,  sir,  it  has  not  been  adopted,  because 
tbe  whole  proceeding  md  delay  incident  thereto  have  in 
all  cssei  been  viewed  as  a  misfortune,  and  not  a  wrong, 
and  for  which  tbe  Government  ought  not  and  cannot, 
upon  principles  of  sound  policy,  be  considered  ai  the  re- 
sponsible party.  The  Government,  in  such  case?,  loses 
tbe  property  for  which  it  was  contending  and  was  sup- 

Eosed  to  be  entitled  to,  while  the  other  parly  recovers  it, 
at  with  a  loss  of  tbe  use  of  it  while  in  dispute.  In  cme 
of  a  claim  in  the  nature  of  a  debt,  long  delays  are  often 
inoident  to  an  allowance.  This  it  a  minortune  for  which 
ibe  Government  is  not,  and  ought  not  to  be,  considered 
as  particularly  responsible.  It  is  unavoidable,  from  tbe 
nature  of  government.  The  claimant  himself  is  a  con- 
stiluent  part  of  the  same  Government,  and  shares,  in 
common  with  liis  fellow-citizens  under  it,  of  ihe  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  flowing  from  it.  if  the  rule  of 
tM  GoTcmment  is  to  pay  the  demands  justly  nude  upon 
it,  as  toon  as  they  are  respectively  established  and  pass- 
ed through  the  requisite  forms  instituted  for  the  se- 
curity of  tbe  Treasury  of  the  Government,  it  Is  all  that 
can  be  rightly  demanded  of  it;  and  the  delay  incident 
to  their  adjustment  is  a  misfortune  that  each  claimant 
roust  bear  lor  hiraaelf,  and  constitutes  no  foundation  fur 
an  additional  claim  against  the  Guvernment.  I  bis,  sir,  1 
repeat,  lias  been  and  must  continue  to  be,  1  think,  the 
eat^lwbed  and  only  politic  rule  to  be  observed  by  Con- 
grew.  Any  other  will  lead  to  coitfusion,  partialities,  and 
imiiatice.  Any  other  rule  would  be  unjuat  to  ilie  Gov* 
eramcnt  Itself.  ' 


Mr.  Chairman,  the  claim  now  before  us  is  sn  old  claim, 
and  its  advocates  allege  that  it  is  of  the  same  denomina- 
tion with  those  that  were  provided  for  by  Ibe  funding 
system,  of  the  revolutionary  debts,  adopted  under  I'res- 
ident  Washington's  administration,  upon  which  interest 
was  allowed.  If  this  be  so,  sir,  it  goes  to  eslabliih  tbe 
justice  of  the  debt,  but  not  the  justice  of  Ihe  claim  now 
set  up  for  interest  upon  it.  For  the  question  arises  at 
once,  if  provision  was  made  by  Government  for  the  ad- 
justment of  this  claim  at  that  early  period,  why  was  not 
It  adjusted,  and  the  benefit  of  interest  secured  to  it.' 
The  honoritble  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Cnuo} 
has  attempted  an  explanation  of  this  delayi  and  il  his 
explanation  be  taken,  it  constitutes,  to  my  mind,  Ibe 
most  conclusive  argument  against  inblead  of  in  fmnr  of 
this  claim  for  interest;  for  it  demonstrates,  so  far  from 
inTolving  the  Government  in  fault,  the  whole  huXt 
to  have  been  with  the  claimant.  That  gentleman  says 
tlie  claimant  probably  omitted  to  avail  himself  of  tlie 
funding  act,  by  which  his  debt  might  have  been  adjust- 
ed and  interebt  secured  upon  it,  if  well  founded,  from 
a  conviction  that  the  promises  or  securities  of  the  Gov- 
ernment under  tbe  act  would  never  be  redeemed  and 
paid.  He  despaired  of  ever  being  paid.  Sir,  are  ve 
then  to  pay  interest  for  the  delsy  or  forty  years  in  tbe 
settlement  of  this  claim,  because  the  claimant  underra- 
ted the  wurth  of  the  Government's  promises,  or  miscon- 
ceived the  capacity  of  the  Government  to  pay?  With 
this  explanation  ol  the  case,  the  eUim  for  interest  most 
certainly  ceases  to  have  any  merit  whatever,  and  ahould 
not  be  allowed. 

It  is  said,  in  another  quarter,  that  this  case  forms  an 
exception  to  the  generulity  of  cfcses,  because  the  GoT- 
ernmf  nt  agreed  to  pay  interest  on  this  denominatioo  of 
claims,  by  the  terms  of  the  funding  act.  But  the  terms 
of  that  act  embraced  only  such  claimants  as  saw  proper 
to  or  could  avail  themselves  of  ilt  and  beyond  this  the 
act  neither  offered  nor  agreed,  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  pay  interest.  This  cUimant  did  not  avail 
himself  of  that  agreement}  and  the  very  fact  that  be  did 
not  is  calculated  to  impress  the  mind  with  the  eonvic* 
tion  that  something  peculiar  attached  to  the  claim  then, 
and  which  does  nut  now  appear,  lo  d^bar  itfrom  allow- 
ance under  the  funding  act.  At  all  events,  Mr.  Chair- 
'  man,  there  is  no  e-.-ide«ce  of  any  laches  on  the  part  of 
I  the  Government  -respecting  this  claim,  to  entitle  it  to  pe< 
culiar  favor.  There  is  no  proof  of  an  unwillingness  or 
omission  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  pay  it,  after 
it  has  once  been  established  by  a  compliance  with  the 
requisite  formalities  of  legi  Ution.  And  I  do  maintain 
th:it  the  same  rule  should  be  applied  to  it  as  bas  been  ap- 
plied to  all  other  cluims;  which  ii,  to  pay  it  when  estab- 
lished BaHsfuctorily,  and  to  pay  nulliing  mare  on  account 
of  anydeUys  that  have  been  incident  to  itsesiablibbment. 
This  has  been  the  uniform  ruleof  Government  id  all Uke 
eases,  with  perhaps  an  exception  or  two  that  cannot  have 
weight;  and  it  is  the  only  rule  that  will  be  just  or  politic 
in  practice.  All  tiardubips  arising  under  this  rule  must 
be  regarded  as  misfortunes,  aud  not  as  wrongs;  for  the 
Government  will  always  be  just  towards  individuaU, 
when  iu  necessary  rtquirements  are  complied  with  by 
ihem.  1  am  constrained  lo  vote  in  support  of  tbe  motioa 
of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Aluv,]  and  trott 
it  will  prevail.  It  involves  a  great  principle,  iltat  should 
not  be  lust  sight  of  or  relaxed,  under  any  circumstances 
that  fall  short  of  a  positive  agreemeot  on  tbe  part  of  the 
Government  to  relax  il,  entered  into  at  the  origin  of  Ibe 
claim  that  setka  tu  evudc  it. 

The  committee  then  rose  aud  reported  the  bill  to  tbe 
House.    The  same  bill  coming  up  kubsequenily,  on  the 
question  of  engrossment- 
Mr.  AI<L£N,  of  Vermont,  moved  to  postpone  its  fur- 
ther consideration  until  to-norrow  fwhtch  motiea  was  losit 
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Tb«  queatton  then  recurred  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engroMcd  for  %  third  retdinf  i  at  whieh  ittge  of  the  busi* 

Hr.  MANN,  of  Kew  York,  uked  tetve  to  submit  a 
motion  that  when  the  House  adjourn,  it  adjoorn  to  meet 
on  Monday  next. 

Objection  having  been  made,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  M.,  suipended  the  rule,  to  enable  him  to  tubmit  tbe 
■ame.    And  the  motion  to  adjourn  over  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  HANNRGAK,  by  conient,  offered  (be  following 
resolution : 

Raoittd,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  ez' 
smiae  into  the  eondition  of  the  steamboat  navigation  of 
the  country  generally,  the  causes  of  the  frequent  disa^ 
ters  in  that  way,  and  the  propriety  of  a  general  lav  for 
the  regulation  of  such  navigation. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN» 

Tbe  House  adjourned. 


HOVDAT,  DxCBJfBER  19. 

PROTECTIVE  DUTIES. 
The  SPF.AKBR  announced  that  the  unfinished  busi- 
neas  of  the  morning  hour  was  the  petition  presented  on 
Monday  last,  by  the  gentleman  from  Hassactiusetts,  [Ur. 
Adams,]  from  eleven  hundred  citizens  of  Boston,  prsy- 
in|f  for  a  reduetifMi  of  the  duty  on  foreign  coal,  and  the 
further  connderation  of  which  had.  been  postponed  to 
tbi*  day. 

[There  were  two  roations  pending!  first,  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Adaxs  to  commit  the  petition  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Hanufacturrsi  and,  secondly,  the  motion  of  Hr.  Pattov  to 
oommit  the  same  tq  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.] 
Mr.  ADAHS  said  he  hoped  ihe  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Pattos]  would  withdraw  hit  motion  fiir  com- 
mitment, rinoe  that  part  of  the  President'!  message 
which  referred  to  the  protective  duties  had  already 
been  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Jtlanufactures.  He 
(Mr.  A.)  presumed,  of  course,  that  all' these  petitions 
for  (he  repeal  of  duty  on  coal,  which  was  one  of  the 
protected  articles,  would  go  to  that  committee.  When 
tbie  peUtion  waa  last  before  the  House,  he  had  asked 
for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  the  question  of  reference,  and 
tiM  House  had  decided  (hey  should  be  talcen.  He  did 
BDt,  however,  wish  to  consume  the  time  of  tbe  House 
in  tliat  way,  and  he  would  be  glad  if  bis  friend  from  Vir> 
giata  would  withdraw  his  motion,  and  permit  the  peti< 
tion  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  was  not  present  at  tbe  time  (be 
refermee  to  which  tbe  gentlemMi  from  Massachusetts 
■Ihidcd  had  been  made,  and  be  could  not,  thereforr, 
know  what  views  were  entertained  by  the  House  in  giv- 
ing that  direction  to  the  particular  portion  of  the  Presi. 
dent^s  message  which  related  to  protective  duties.  Ifhe 
(Mr.  P.)  were  satisfied  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
majority  of  (he  members  of  that  House  to  dispose  of  the 
matter  as  bad  been  indicated  by  tbe  gentleman  from 
Massaebusettf,  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  make  no  furtlwr 
qoeationi  but  be  apprehended  such  waa  not  the  intention 
of  tbe  House.  There  was  so  intimate  a  connexion  be- 
tween the  lubject  of  the  protective  system  and  that  of 
tbe  revenue  system  of  the  country,  that  there  did  not 
appear  to  him  any  absolute  ground  of  preference  for 
sending  the  subject  to  the  one  committer,  and  not  to  the 
others  except  in  so  far  as  gentlemen  were  Tavorable  to 
the  tariff  system,  or  inimical  to  it.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  no  one  item  of  our  tariff  system  oould  be  toucheil, 
whiob  was  not  to  be  supposed,  directly  or  indirecily,  lo 
operate  favorably  or  uafsvorably  upon  the  manufactur- 
ing interest*.  So,  also,  there  was  not  one  subicct  of 
Bwnufaetiiring  interest  which  was  not  supposed  to  act 
(feror^ly  or  unfkvorably  on  the  question  of  revenue. 


For  himself,  he  considered  (hat  al)  that  portion  of  (he 
President's  message  which  related  to  tbe  reduction  of 
duties  was  to  be  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  existing 
state  of  our  revenue.  The  object  he  had  in  view  was, 
that  the  House  might  know,  in  touching  (be  tariff  sys- 
tem, how  the  revenue  of  (be  country  would  be  aff'ected. 
He  considered  the  authority  of  (he  Government  to  inter- 
fere with  the  subject  of  imposts  as  extending  only  to  tbe 
authority  to  rsise  revenue  for  the  support  of  tbe  Govern- 
mentt  and,  entertaining  these  views,  be  could  not  con- 
sent that  the  petition  should  go  lo  the  Committee  on 
Manufaciures. 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNG  expressed  a  hope  that,  after  the 
debate  which  had  taken  place  the  other  day,  the  time  of 
Ihe  House  would  not  now  he  consumed  in  discussing  a 
similar  question.  By  the  result  of  that  debate,  (his  sub- 
ject had  been  brought  under  the  consideration  of  both 
committees;  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  as  a 
question  of  revenue,  and  of  the  Commi(tee  on  Matuifac- 
tures  as  a  question  of  protective  duty.  It  struck  him, 
however,  that,  in  the  present  instance,  tlie  House  should 
not  depart  frum  its  custom  of  referring  these  petitions  to 
the  Committee  of  Wsys  and  Means. 

Mr.  C.  was  understood  to  allude  to  certain  memoriab 
on  this  subject,  which  had  been  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
miltee  of  Ways  and  Means,  one  of  which  was  now  be- 
fore it.  Dy  a  standing  rule  of  tbe  House,  (proceeded 
Mr.  C.,)  it  had  been  nude  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  report  on  these  subjects  of  (he  rev-  ' 
enuet  and  at  every  session  of  Congress  petitions  and  me- 
morials of  a  simitar  character  had  been  referred.  He 
did  not  wish  to  intrench  on  the  duties  of  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures,  but  he  hoped  (hat,  as  a  matter  having 
natural  reference  to  the  revenue  of  the  country,  (be  me- 
morial would  be  referred  to  tbe  Commidee  of  Ways  and 
Meant. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  he  should  not  hsve  ultered  one 
word  furrier  on  this  subject,  if  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  [Hr.  CAMsaxLBiio]  had  not 
intimated  that  (he  usual  course  had  been  for  the  House 
to  refer  these  memorials  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  It  had  been  the  usual  course  of  tbe  House  to 
refer  them  to  (be  Commidee  on  Manufactures  quite  as 
much  as  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and,  at 
the  very  last  session  of  Congress,  petitions  and  memori- 
als, and  a  proposition  or  resolution  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman's colleague,  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufactures, had  been  referred  to  (bat  very  committeei 
therefore,  so  far  as  precedent  went,  tbe  House  had  re- 
ferred the  subject  to  the  Cunimittee  on  Manufactures  a« 
well  as  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The  pe- 
tition now  before  the  House  was  one  which  he  (Mr.  A.) 
had  had  tbe  honor  lo  present,  not  from  his  loiroediate 
constituents,  but  from  his  neighbors  of  the  vei7  next  dis- 
trict. They  bad  called  upon  him  to  present  it,  and  he 
had  done  so.  It  was  a  petition  fur  the  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  foreign  coal.  He  hoped  tbe  House  would  refer 
it,  according  to  tbe  principle  which  tlie  chairman  of  Ihe 
Commitlee  of  Waya  and  Means  had  himself  bid  down  fur 
its  reference)  that  was  to  say,  precedent. 

Al  the  same  time,  it  appeared  very  imnulerial  to  hits, 
after  the  reference  whicli  bad  been  made  of  so  much  of 
the  President's  messsge  as  relates  to  tbe  protective  sys- 
tem, whetlier  tbe  petitions  were  referred  to  one  commit- 
tee or  tbe  other.  Both  committees,  lie  presumed,  would 
have  the  power  (o  take  up  these  petitions,  to  consider 
whether  or  not  they  Ind  been  referred  (o  tbem  under  a 
general  reference.  But  the  very  casenoe  and  quintes- 
ocnce  of  the  question  fur  the  reduction  of  du(y  upon 
cosl  was  a  question  of  protective  duties.  Set  aside  the 
mere  fact  that  the  duly  upon  coal  was  made  for  the  pro- 
lection  of  (he  domestic  industry  of  th$  country^  and  there 
would  be  no  question  ^i§U2»?dW5  W?gl^« 


1115  GALES  A,  SEATOi\'S  REGISTER  U16 

H.  or  K.]  Proledive  Datiea.  [Dig.  19, 1836. 


not  an  article  in  all  nature  upon  which  there  waa  a  more 
unanimous  opinion  that  (he  duty  ought  to  be  repealed, 
aclting  aaide  the  ^ueation  of  duty.  It  waa,  therefore, 
MKntially  a  queation  of  protection,  and  not  of  duly. 

Mr.  HcKEON  aald  that  the  city  be  came  from  vat 
deeply  intereated  in  thii  queation.  At  this  very  moment, 
while  we  were  debating  (he  queation  of  protection,  the 
poor  throughout  (hia  nation  were  aufTering  from  (his 

Eolicy  of  protection.  He  was  anxious  the  repeal  ahould 
e  made  thia  aession,  and,  to  whatever  committee  It 
might  be  Mnt,  that  we  ahould  have  a  report  and  a  decl- 
aion  of  Ibis  House.  Tbe  city  of  New  York  had  for 
yean  petitioned  on  thia  subject,  and  yet  nothing  bu 
been  done  to  relieve  (hem  from  tliis  oppressive  tax. 
The  aubjfct  bad  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Heanit  it  likewise  bad  been  in  (he  charge 
of  the  committee;  but  yet,  sir,  nothing  has  been 
done.  What  i  deure  is,  that  some  action  should 
be  h%di  that  this  matter  shall  not  be  loased  about  from 
year  to  year,  from  committee  to  committee,  without  any 
result.  The  people,  the  suffering  people,  demand  a 
dectaion.  I  am  willing  that  it  should  be  committed  to 
the  Ways  and  Ueanti  it  properly  belongs  to  that  body. 
If  tbe  poailion  assumed  by  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  llasaachusetts  be  correct,  he  will  6Hg  within  the 
extended  circle  of  hia  jurisdiction  every  matter  in  the 
tariff.  The  propoiitioD  on  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
bread  ituflTsy  introduced  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, ahould  be  tent  to  (he  Commi(tee  on  Manufactures. 
Tbls  waa  not  a  question  of  protection,  but  of  revenue. 
It  was  a  question  of  tazationi  whether  exclusive  legiih- 
tion  for  (he  benrfit  of  (he  few,  at  the  sacrifice  of  the 
rights  and  comTorta  of  the  many,  riiall  be  conlinuedj  and, 
in  that  point  of  view,  he  wished  the  subject  to  be  sent  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  We  have  millions 
overBowing  our  Treaaury,  and  it  became  that  committee, 
not  tbe  commitMc  on  protecting  manufactures,  to  inquire 
how  onecouM  be  reduced.  The  poor  of  the  country 
were  on  the  one  ndf>,  and  those  to  be  protected  on  tbe 
other;  and,  for  one,  be  wished  to  relieve  the  consumers 
from  this  tax. 

Mr.  HARPER  waa  understood  to  aay  that  he  did  not 
agree  with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  tliat  this  wm 
■  altogether  a  question  of  revenue.  Mr.  H.  alluded  to  the 
immense  amounts  of  money  which  had  been  invested  in 
this  branch  of  domestic  industry,  ((he  coal  mining,)  un- 
der the  belief  (bat  the  protection  which  bad  becii 
promiaed  would  be  fitiihfiilly  carried  out.  If  the  country 
was  laboring  under  any  evil  from  the  want  of  an  ade- 
quate aupply  uf  this  nreeasary  article,  it  wu  not  because 
there  was  not  an  abundance  of  it  in  the  country,  pro- 
vided tbe  necessary  time  were  given.  Up  to  the  year 
1834»  a  sufficient  number  of  purchasers  couM  not  be 
found  to  take  up  the  supply  which  had  been  furnished. 
A  single  company  alone,  in  Pennsylvanis,  had  bad  great 
quantities  lying  over  for  want  of  purchasers. 

From  that  time  to  the  present,  the  demand  had  great- 
ly increased)  but,  even  during  the  last  year,  a  great  num- 
ber of  teasels  had  been  employed  in  carrying  eoal  to  ftnd 
n  market.  And  if  tbia  market  were  thrown  open  to. 
fiareign  competition,  all  these  persons  would  be  thrown 
out  of  occupation.  To  what  committee,  then,  could  the 
petition  be  so  appropriately  referred  aa  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures.^  From  the  Ciimmitlee  of  Ways 
and  Means  (said  Mr,  H.)  we  can  look  fur  nothing  but 
an  adverse  report,  tie  hoped  the  subject  would  go, 
where  it  properly  belonged,  to  (he  Committee  on  Manu- 
fSaeturet.  They  would  take  into  conmderation  the  im- 
mense sums  inveated,  as  well  as  the  labor  of  the  vast 
number  of  haods  employed  in  the  trade.  He  saw  no 
reason  why  this  branch  of  domestic  industry  sliould  alone 
be  singled  out,  and  he  hoped  that  each  branch  woul<l  he 
made  to  bear  its  proportion  of  any  reduction  wbieh  might 
be  considered  requisite. 


1  Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  said  it  appearei  to  him  inm- 
terial  to  which  committee  (he  petition  waa  refemd;  be* 
cauae  the  Comminee  of  Ways  and  Ueana  bad  cerlBa 
dutiea  to  perform,  and  those  duties  involved  tlrii  wf 
queatkm.  To  tbe  Conraittee  on  Hanufselureabadbcci  i 
specially  referred  that  portion  of  tbe  Presidem'snaage 
which  reUled  to  protective  duties,  and  in  lliat  portionaf 
(he  message  thia  article  of  fuel  bad  been  specially  met- 
tioned.  But,  as  an  apt^ogy  to  the  Committee  on  Hsaa- 
facturea  for  the  vote  be  was  about  to  give,  he  wtmU  mj 
that,  at  tbe  laat  sesuon  of  Congrefs^  he  bad  eftnd  a 
resolution  for  the  repeal  of  dutiea  on  fbr^gn  coal.  Ha 
bad  moved  its  reference  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meana,  but  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ManB* 
factures,  which  committee  did  him  the  courieiy  to  dis- 
cuss that  reaolution;  and,  if  he  remernbered  r^;bt,  there 
were  seven  against  a  repeal  of  tbe  duty;  there  was  one 
qualified  vote,  and  one  vote  for  a  repeal.  In  refiEreoee 
to  his  constituents,  who  consumed  one  and  a  half  wi(* 
lions  of  dollars  worth  of  tbia  neceasary  article,  no  kss  ne- 
cessary than  bread,  be  would  aay  this  waa  a  most  impor- 
tant aubjcct.  He  voted  for  the  reference  totbeCoai- 
mittee  of  Waya  and  Meatis,  because  he  expected  fnm 
them  a  more  rational,  humane,  and  just  repMl. 

Mr.  REED  aaid  that  the  object  to  be  attained  hj  lbs 
reference  of  these  petitions  was,  to  refer  tbem  to  thrt 
committee,  whichever  it  might  be,  who  would  fivoMk 
the  House  with  more  minute  information  tban  tbe  ■ca- 
bers were  supposed  to  poaseas.  He  took  it  for  graalcd 
that  they  were  all  in  favor  of  repealing  the  duty  M  fa* 
eign  coal,  wholly  or  in  part,  if  it  could  bn-dooe  witboat 
injuring  any  of  the  great  intereata  of  the  country.  The 
queation  presents  itself:  waa  the  Houae  prepared  to  re< 
peal  it?  In  what  way  would  it  affect  the  interest  of  At 
country?  And  this  queation  be  considered  the  Ccoawt* 
tee  of  Waya  and  Means  were  not  prepared  to  ezaaine. 
We  were  bound  to  refer  all  aubjecta  to  a  conunittce  Ihst 
liad  ehat^  the  particular  Interest  to  which  they  refer- 
red.  He  presumed  there  was  no  ^ntleman  In  that 
House  who  would  pass  a  law  which  would  destn^  otf 
coal  mineii. 

He  was  desirous  to  have  all  the  information  whieb 
could  be  prociired(  and  to  wlwm  abould  tbey  look  fcr  il.' 
1'be  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueane  were  prepared  tt 
show  that  tbe  revenue  uf  tbe  country  waa  abua^t 
without  the  duty  on  foreign  coal.  But  was  the  HoaM 
prepared  to  repeal  it?  It  was  necessary,  before  theyn- 
vanced  a  step  towards  that  measure,  that  they  sboun  ■•• 
certain  what  would  be  its  efTect  on  tbe  great  intetest  w- 
the  producer;  and,  to  accomplish  that  object,  tbe  petitise 
ought  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufodnnh 
or  tome  committee  that  would  ezaoiine  tbe  aubjcct  fel- 
ly, in  all  its  bearings. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  aaid  that  if  tbe 
rules  of  the  House,  deHning  (he  du(iea  and  powers  of 
the  committees,  were  to  govern  them,  then  be  *ooU 
say  it  wss  the  duty  of  the  House  to  determine  this  quea- 
tion by  them.  That  which  he  termed  the  appn^irisAt 
duty  of  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Meana  waa  to 
sider  the  ways  and  means  of  raising  revenue.  Ithw 
not  been  pretended  that  this  question  waa  to  beeonaoei* 
ed  at  all  with  any  reference  to  the  rabing  of  Tereaoe. 
The  revenue  waa  more  than  abundant.  Those  who  pre- 
aenled  themselves  to  ihe  oonsidrration  of  ibis  Howe 
asked  for  a  reduction  of  duiy.  They  asked  not  ftir  the 
raising  of  re%-enue,  but  for  its  diminution.  How,  ibeo, 
did  the  case  present  itself  to  tbe  House?  llie  gca* 
tleman  from  Hasaachusettt  bad  naked  a  reference  ef 
the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  Manufhetnrrs;  iMt  it 
had  been  objeclp^d  to  that  reference,  that  it  should  gt 
from  the  commitlee  having  charge  of  Ihe  subject  to  ibt 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  (Mr.  wwM»S 
that  tbe  Committee  0Big^,«3^@UW!'tePP^ 


1117 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1118 


Sic.  19,  1836.] 


Prottctivt  DutitM. 


[H.  OF  B. 


ale  commiUee;  for  the  only  question  for  the  coMidention 
ofihc  eonimitlee  wu  one  of  protection— of  nuuiurftCtuT' 
ing  interesi  t  for  coal  wis  a  unnufioturing  intereal.  Tbe 
THlue  of  coal  in  tbe  mine  was  but  a  secondary  cDnsidera> 
tiont  the  value  and  the  labor  employed  in  dicing  and 
Ir^tnaporttng  it  to  market  were  the  great  objects  or  con- 
sideration. It  was,  Iberefore*  a  part  of  our  manufactur- 
ing interest,  and  tbe  question  was  to  be  considered  in 
rcTerence  to  that. 

Tbe  duty  now  eziating  was  notaduty  for  revenue,  but 
of  protection)  «t>d  be  trusted  that  tbe  House,  if  it  re- 
garded lis  own  ruler,  if  it  regarded  the  very  interest  rep- 
resented in  that  memorial,  would  send  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures,  as  the  appropriate  committee. 

Hr.  DAVIS  said  that  it  waa  he  who  had  moved  the 
poatponement  of  (lie  conaideration  of  the  memorial  to  tbe 

E resent  day { and  tbe  object  which  be  bad  in  doing  so 
id  not,  he  regretted  to  say,  been  yet  obtained.  He  was 
•Dxioua  that  tbe  States  and  Territories  might  be  called 
for  petitions  and  resolutions!  tbe  new  States,  west  of  tbe 
mountains,  had  not  yet  been  called  for  retolutionst  and 
ftlthough  be  did  not  wish  to  procrastinate  tbe  iclion  of 
the  House  on  this  memorial,  yet  be  must  move  a  further 
postponement. 

The  new  Slateji,  although  in  a  minority,  were  yet  en- 
titled to  rights  in  that  Houset  and  if  they  were  put  off 
until  Itie  end  of  tbe  seaaion,  by  the  discussion  of  mere 
questions  of  reference,  which  were  of  no  kind  of  impor- 
tance now,  because  the  subject  had  been  already  refer- 
red, they  would  not  bare  an  opportunity  to  bring  any 
subject  before  the  House.  He  hoped  that  the  old  States 
would  act  in  a  more  liberal  manner,  and  would  give  the 
new  States  a  chance  to  be  heard.  He  moved  to  post- 
pone the  further  eonsideralion  of  tbe  subject  until  if  on- 
dsty  next.  And  tbe  question  on  the  motion  to  postpone 
waa  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  72,  nays 
89.  So  the  motion  to  postpone  was  rejected. 
Tbe  qoeslion  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to  refer, 
Hr.  CAMBRELENG  addreased  the  House  in  re- 
ply to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Bkkd,  and  proceeded  to  con- 
tend that  the  memorial  was  one  which  properly  came 
under  tbe  jurisdiction  of  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Meens.  Mr.  C.  alluded  to  tbe  great  amount  of  infornut- 
tion  wbieh  wss  at  present  in  tbe  possession  of  that  com- 
mittee«  an  amount,  he  said,  which  would  sstonisb  the 
House  when  laid  before  it.  The  importation  of  coal  had 
trebled  within  three  years,  and  tbe  increase  in  its  con- 
sumption had  been  immense.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  pe- 
tition, signed  by  8,000  persona  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
~  asking  lor  a  reduction  of  tbe  duty  on  coalt  and  it  was 
because  that  duty  was  not  wanted  for  revenue  tliat  ita 
reduction  was  asked.  He  hoped  that  tbe  petition  of 
these  poor  abirering  people,  who  were  sufTering  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  season,  would  be  taken  care  of  by 
the  member  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adimb.] 

Hr.  DENNY  said  that  the  f;entleman  from  New  York, 
[Hr.  CAXBsxLsire,]  with  a  view  to  give  such  a  direction 
to  the  memorial  as  be  desired,  wished  the  House  to  be- 
lieve that  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in 
possession  of  information  sueli  as  was  not  in  the  knowl- 
edge of  any  other  members  of  the  House.  Now,  although 
that  gentleman  might  be  in  possession  of  information  rel- 
ative to  the  imporuiion  and  conaumption  of  coal  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  there  was  other  information, 
equally  important,  in  possenion  of  the  Commitiee  on 
Manufacturer,  which  was  not  in  the  possession  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  believed  that  these 
memorials  were  not  tbe  spontaneous  call  fur  a  repeal  by 
our  citizens,  but  that  th^  were  set  on  foot  by  the  emis- 
saries of  foreign  monopolists,  the  owners  of  the  Nova 
Scotia  coal  mines,  &c.,  which  were  owned  in  great  part 
by  citixens  of  New  York.  He  wished  to  have  all  the  in- 
formation that  could  be  procured.  Be  did  not  w!ib  this 


House  to  be  troubled  with  memorials,  got  up  by  foreign 
nations.  He  did  not  aay  that  these  memoriala  now  be- 
fore the  House  had  such  an  origin;  but  he  knew  that 
such  agents  had  been  instrumental  in  bringing  this  ob- 
ject before  Congress  some  years  past.  In  all  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  said, 
he  was  influenced  by  his  conslituentst  and  it  was  hia 
(Mr.  D's)  wish  that  the  memorial  should  be  referred  to 
the  committee  which  had  heretofore  taken  charge  of 
questions  of  protection.  That  conmitlee  was  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said  that  there  seemed  to  be  pecu- 
liar circumitanceaconnecled  with  the  proposed  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  coal,  which  it  was  proper  to  bring  before 
tbe  consideration  of  the  House,  and  which,  he  believed, 
bad  not  as  yet  been  brought  before  it.  He  believed  that 
the  Committee  on  Manufactures  was  the  proper  commit- 
tee. The  evil  which  was  complained  o(  and  which  it 
waa  alleged  ought  to  lead  to  tbe  reduction  of  duty  on 
foreign  coal,  waa  a  temporary  evil.  It  waa  not  generally 
known,  and  yet  it  was  true,  that  there  had  heretofore 
been  a  redundancy  of  coal  from  the  mines  of  Pennsylva- 
nia; and  that,  in  consequence  of  that  redundancy,  the 
article  had  sold  particularly  low.  This  waa  the  firat  time 
that  there  had  been  a  deficiency,  and  this  it  was  that  had 
occasioned  the  hig^  price  in  market.  The  House  then 
was  legislating  on  an  emergency,  which  might  contribute 
to  erroneous  legislation,  if  sll  the  circumstances  were 
not  taken  into  account.  This  was  one  consideration 
which  should  operate  in  the  settlement  of  this  question 
-of  reference.  The  coal  capiuHsts  were  sufferers,  and 
not  gainers,  by  the  present  slate  of  things.  They  had 
sold  their  coalt  and  now,  when  it  wss  at  high  prices, 
(bey  (that  was  to  say,  the  manufacturer  or  developer  of 
tbe  coat)  must  niffer.  They  had  supplied  the  communi- 
ty with  coal  at  the  former  prices,  whilst  those  who  had 
received  them  in  Boston,  New  York,  or  elsewhere,  had 
put  their  own  prices  on  the  article.  This  would  show 
that  the  whole  subject  required  particular  investigation, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to  decide  upon  it  with- 
out referring  it4o  a  committee  who  would  look  to  it  In 
all  its  aspects  as  a  question  of  general  reduction. 

On  another  day  it  had  been  remarked  by  a  gentleman 
ft-om  South  Carolina  [Hr.  PiciuiTa]  that  the  compromise 
which  had  been  made  here  a  few  years  ago  was  to  he 
honorably  preservedi  and  he  (Hr.  I.)  believed  that  no 
one  desired  to  interfere  with  it.  How  could  a  proper 
knowledge  be  acquired  of  tbe  redundancy  or  deficiency 
of  revenue?  How  was  the  fact  to  be  ascertained?  In 
the  first  place,  by  (he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean^ 
who  had  the  subject  referred  to  themt  and  let  the  gen* 
eral  subject  of  reduction  be  considered  and  reported  on 
by  them.  But  when  you  come  to  particular  articles, 
when  you  come  to  ascertain  whether  the  ariicle  of  sugar 
in  Louisiana  will  bear  a  reduction  without  sacrificing  the 
interests  of  that  State,  where  should  such  a  subject  be 
referred^  Where  can  the  particular  informalion,  which 
is  requisite  to  proper  legislation,  be  procured,  except 
from  those  who  are  conversant  with  the  particular  article 
under  consideration^  Mr.  1.  applied  thia  argument  to 
the  articles  of  iron,  salt,  bread  stuffs,  Sic. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  T.  said  that  the  committee  which 
possessed  the  best  informalion  was  the  committee  most 
competent  lo  take  charge  of  the  memorial.  With  Ibis 
view,,  he  was  in  fitvor  of  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
HanuActures. 

Mr.  BOON  said  that  if  this  wu  a  subject  of  protec- 
tion, he  would  vote  with  the  gentleman  from  klassachu- 
setts;  but  this  was  the  first  time  be  bad  ever  heard  that 
coal  was  an  article  of  manufacture.  He  had  always 
thought  that  it  was  given  by  the  bounty  of  the  God  of 
nature,  as  the  water  that  flowa  ^qid  tbe  AUegbany  to 
the  Missiislppii  and  if  iK'ti»9'Sra(TOS?P?*P'  "P" 
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by  continuinET  to  raise  m  revenue  on  coa),  loss  must  fall 
on  the  manufacturers  of  the  country,  for  their  operations 
were  mostly  carried  on  by  coal.  No  evil  could  result  to 
^jfttn,  even  to  say  nothing  tbout  the  poor.  But  how 
were  they  suffering?  Look  at  the  poor  of  Washington; 
wood  six  dollara  a  cord,  and  coal  proporttonably  high. 
The  duly  on  coal  constilutes  a  monopoly.  He  was  in 
favor  of  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means; 
and  when  the  queition  should  come  up  he  would  vole 
to  take  off  the  duty  as  well  from  coal  as  from  salt. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
ADiMif  to  refer  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on  Man- 
ufiictarest  on  which  motion  the  yeu  and  nayt  were  t«- 
ken,  and  were:  Yeas  88,  nays  134. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Adims  was  nrfratived. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Pattoh,  tu  rerer  the  memorial  lo  the  .Committee  of 
Ways  and  Heana,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmtlive. 
STEAMBOAT  ACCIDENTS. 

Mr.  STORER  oflTered  the  fotlowinfif  reaolutioii: 

Raolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  what  lefral  enactments  are  necessary 
by  Congress  to  prevent  accidents  on  board  of  vessels 
nRTigtling  the  waters  of  the  United  Slates  by  steam,  and 
for  the  punidiment  of  the  comaianders*  pilot*,  and  engi- 
neers of  auch  vessels,  who  may  be  guiliy  of  wilful  mis- 
conduct or  neglect  in  the  navigation  Uierrof. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said,  if  he  undentood  the  Eng;liah 
language  at  all,  his  resolution  covered  every  poasible 
case  which  Ri'ght  arisct  at  least  he  intended  it  to  do  so. 
He  was  aware  lhat  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  might 
be  the  most  appropriate  standing  committee  of  the  House 
to  which  to  refer  the  subject;  but  he  was  aware*  at  the 
umc  time*  that,  from  the  great  mass  of  bnsinesi  before 
that  committee,  it  perhsps  would  not  be  able  to  pay  so 
much  attention  to  the  subject  aa  a  select  committee 
would)  and  for  that  reason,  and  that  alone,  he  had  asked 
for  a  select  committee.  If  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man froR^  Ohio  should  be  adopted,  Mr.  H's  resolution 
would  be  nullified.  He  had  no  disposition  to  place  him- 
aeir  in  a  more  eonspiouous  position,  but  he  Ihoughl  the 
resolution  he  lud  submitted  would  cover  every  ease. 
He  therefore  lioped  tbe^ntleman  would  withdraw  his 
resolution. 

Mr.  STORER  only  wished  to  bring  the  subject  before 
the  cummillee  in  some  tangible  furm.  He  wished  the 
examination  (o  extend  not  only  to  the  bursting  of  boilerA 
of  steamboats,  but  to  accidents  from  racing,  and  all  ac- 
cidents from  the  carelessness  of  pilota.  He  then  modi* 
ficd  his  resolution,  so  as  to  refer  the  subject  lo  the  select 
committee,  instead  of  the  Commiltec  on  the  Judiciaryt 
•Bd»  so  modified,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 
The  following  resolution  having  been  moved  by  Mr. 
HAMirieAir — 

Reiolvedt  That  the  selrct  committee  appointed  lo  in- 
vratigate  the  affairs  of  the  West  Point  Academy  be  su- 
thorlzed)  by  themselves  or  a  sub-committee,  to  visit  the 
Academy,  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  resolution 
under  which  Ihey  were  appointed. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCEsaid  he  hoped  some  reason  would 
be  auigned  fur  the  adoption  of  this  resolution.  If  any 
member  of  the  committee  would  state  lhat  such  a  step 
was  neceaaary  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  inves- 
tigation, he  (Mr.  P.)  was  willing  that  the  resolution 
should  be  adupted.  But  it  struck  liim  that  all  the  inform- 
ation to  be  derived  from  this  proposed  visit,  with  the  ex- 
cepiion  probably  of  an  inspection  of  the  building  itself, 
could  be  got  at  the  office  of  the  chief  engineer,  estab- 
lished in  this  eity.  The  whole  histonr  of  the  institution, 
the  number  of  students,  and  the  mode  of  their  appoint* 
ment,  were  mattert  of  reccwd.  Under  these  circumstan- 


ces, he  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  the  visit,  but  would 
give  way  if  any  such  could  be  made  to  appear. 

Mr.  flAWES  said  that,  at  the  very  first  meetinff,  he 
believed,  which  the  committee  had  held,  when  all  the 
member*  save  one  were  present,  it  had  been  ananimoos* 
ly  agreed  that,  in  their  opinion,  it  was  necessary  to  pur- 
sue this  course.  Take  it  on  what  ground  you  please, 
on  the  score  of  economy,  or  any  other  ground  that  the 
imagination  could  conceive,  Ihi*,  according  lo  bis  notion, 
was  the  proper  course.  He  said  thus  much  aa  the  organ 
of  the  committee,  and  left  the  Rouse  to  determine  the 
propriety  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCB  said  that  Tie  felt  sorry,  after  the 
gentleman's  explanation,  lhat  he  must  still  vote  sgaiost 
the  resolutir.n.  It  was  nothing  to  him  (Mr.  P.]  whether 
the  committee  were  nnanimous  or  not.  He  had  not  yet 
heard  a  reason  fur  the  visit,  and  the  House  certainly  must 
have  some  reason  to  act  upon. 

Mr.  LANE  was  in  favor  of  the  adoption  oflhe  resolu- 
tion, because  he  thought  lhat  if  the  committee  visited 
the  institution  Ihey  would  return  with  the  conviction 
that  it  constituted  one  of  the  brightest  ornamenta  of  our 
country. 

Mr.  JARVIS  thought  the  House  had  had  enough  of 
travelling  committees.  With  a  view  (o  avoid  loss  of  tine 
in  a  useless  discussion,  he  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRENNELT.,  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  thai 
motiont  which  the  House  refused  to  order. 

And  the  question  wu  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative:  Yeas  87,  nays  54. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

ABOLITION  MEMORIALS. 
Mr.  DAVIS  oflTered  the  following  resolution: 
Retohtdt  Thatsll  petitions,  memorials,  remonstraMM, 
or  other  papery  which  may  be  offered  durli^  the  pres- 
ent session,  in  sny  manner  relating  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  or  the  sluve  trade,  in  the  District  of  Cohimbia, 
or  any  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  shall,  on 
presentaiinn,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  wilhout  reading, 
without  being  ordered  lo  be  printed,  and  withoot  debate- 
Mr.  REED  did  hope  Ihia  reaolution  would  not  be 
agreed  to,  for  he  thought  it  better  lojillow  these  memo* 
rials  to  take  the  usiial  course.    It  was  better  for  the 
purpose  of  allaying  ihe  excitement  on  this  sobjedt  bet- 
ter  for  the  North  as  well  as  for  the  South. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  by  the 
resolution  on  the  table;  which  waa  agreed.to  witiiouta 
count. 

WESTERN  HOSPITALS. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  submitted  the  following: 

Besolcedt  That  a  aelect  committee  be  appointed,  to  la^ 
into  consideration  tlie  subject  of  establishing  commctdal 
hospitals  on  the  Western  waters. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  inquired  if  this  subject 
had  not  been  already  referred  to  the  atanding  Committee 
on  Commerce;  and  if  they  had  not  at  this  lime  the  matter 
under  consideration,  the  belter  coifrse  would  be  to  send 
tliis  resolution  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  remarked  that  be  could  scareeb 
expect  to  succeed  against  the  motion  made  by  his  friend 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  WaiTTLXkET.] 

[Mr.  WaiTTLSBXT  stated  that  he  made  no  motion,  but 
only  suggested  as  above.] 

Mr.  K.  said  that  this  was  a  subject  of  great  importince 
to  the  majority  of  the  people  of  the  West;  and  on  tlai 
consideration  he  moved  the  resolution,  and  hoped  it 
would  pass.  Tiie  Committee  on  Commerce  were  all  ta- 
ken from  the  Atlantic  States,  and  of  course  were  not  ss 
fully  acquainted  with  the  facts  and  ncccsMtles  of  Ihe 
people  aa  those  who  live  in  the  P^t.  TherCommiltee 
on  Commerce,  it  was  telteM^*iS*@j©QTO«  ^h*"! 
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hut  notfaind^  wh  done  on  llie  subject.  He  hoped  some- 
tbiog  would  be  tlmie  this  wnion.  Hospitali  in  proper 
places  in  the  West  would  do  great  Mrvice  to  a  very 
worthy  class  of  cltizeni. 

Hr.  GILLET  replied  (hit  a  bill  had  been  reported 
from  the  Commiitee  on  Commerce  at  the  last  session, 
embracinff  the  object  contemplated  in  the  resolution, 
but  had  not  been  acted  upon. 

After  a  few  words  Froai  Henra.  RF.YNOLDS,  LANK. 
BlUGGS,  and  VINTOV,  on  motion  of  the  last  ^ntle- 
man,  ibe  resolution  waa  referred  to  the  aarae  committee 
which  bad  the  bill  in  chaifv,  via:  the  Comnittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stkte  of  the  Union,  by  a  rote  of  T3  aye^ 
noes  not  counted. 

A  Kreat  number  of  resolutions  were  submitted  to>day, 
by  different  gentlemen,  all  of  wbidi,  were  appropriate* 
ly  referred. 

^od  then  the  House  adjourned. 


ToasDAT,  DscExaaii  20. 
PHOPERTY  LOST  IN  THE  MILITARY  SERVICE. 

AHer  the  recrptioo  and  disporition  of  sundry  resolu- 

tionfl. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  the  House 
suspended  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill 
which  had  passed  through  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  last,  entitled  a  bill  to  provide  for  (he  payment  of 
horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  milita- 
ry service  of  the  United  Statei.  1'be  question  being  on 
its  final  pusafc, 

Mr.  A.  MANN  rose  to  inquire  whether  the  bill  em- 
braced, or  WIS  Intended  to  embrace,  all  the  oases  of 
,  horses  or  other  property  lost  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  Statts,  from  the  day  of  tlie  declaration  of  in* 
dependence  up  to  that  timet  <>''  whether  its  operation 
was  confined  to  any  particular  period.  It  could  not  be 
unknown  (hat  a  vast  number  of  claima  had  been  present, 
ed  to  the  United  States  for  horses  destroyed,  and  which 
had  been  adjudicated  favorably  or  unfavorably;  a  large 
number  unfuvorably,  from  (be  want  of  proper  evidence 
to  support  them.  He  wished  to  inquire  whether  it  was 
intended  to  open  all  these  cases  anew^  He  would  ad- 
mit  that  the  principle  of  the  bill  «as  corrrcl;  but  if  its 
vperation  was  not  limited  to  some  particular  period,  he 
would  be  under  the  necessity  of  voting  against  it. 

Hr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  aaid  that,  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Yurk,  be  would  remark  that,  when 
the  Committee  of  Claims  presented  the  bill.  Its  operation 
extended  only  so  far  back  as  the  year  1823.  The  last 
act  which  had  been  passed  on  the  subject  was  in  refer- 
ence to  horses  deslroyt-d  during  the  Seminole  war,  and 
it  was  thought  proper  by  the  Committee  of  Claims  to 
embrace  all  other  claims,  from  the  date  of  that  act  to 
Ibe  passsge  of  ibis. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Haxdiit,]  when 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
bystrikinf!  out  the  act  of  1823,  and  inserting  the  act 
of  June,  1812.  This  amendment  was  sgreed  to  by  the 
committee,  and  subsequently  concurred  in  by  tbeHousej 
so  that  the  operation  of  the  act,  as  it  at  present  stood, 
extended  back  to  June,  1812. 

So  far  ak  related  to  the  other  inquiries  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  whether  it  was  intended  to 
embrace  cases  already  passed  upon,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would 
answer,  that  the  bill  embractd  only  that  class  of  cases 
which  had  either  been  heretofore  embraced  in  general 
laws,  or  had  been  heretofore  recognised  by  general  le- 
gislation. There  was  not  a  single  new  cose  embraced 
in  the  bill)  but  the  object  was  to  transfer  to  the  proper 
accounting  officers  of  the  Department  that  labor  which 
had  heretofore  been  perforir.cd  by  committees)  hy  which 
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mean%  the  parlies  applying  for  redress  would  obtain  it 
without  the  stow  process  of  the  legislation  of  Congresit. 

Hr.  W.  thought  that  if  the  gentleman  would  reatPlbe 
bill  with  care,  he  would  be  satisfied  that  there  was  no 
one  case  contemplated  in  the  bill  which  would  not  merit 
that  gentleman'a  support,  if  brought  singly  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  MANN  said  that  if  the  chairman  of  the  Commit, 
lee  of  Claims  [Mr.  E.  Whittlssbt]  was  satiefied  that 
the  bill  had  reference  only  to  such  cases  as  ought  to 
be  embraced,  and  as  tt  was  usual  to  bring  before  that 
committee,  he  (Hr.  H.)  had  no  objeclioa  to  vote  in  fa- 
vor of  it. 

And  the  question  "  Shall  the  bill  pass?"  WM  then  put, 

and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Numerous  petitions  and  rrsolutiuns  were  offered  to- 
day] after  which,  the  House,  in  pursuance  of  iu  order 
of  yesterday,  went  into  the  election  of 

CHAPLAIN. 

When,  on  the  third  ballot,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Comstock  re- 
ceived 103  votei^  (102  being  necessary  for  a  cboicet) 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Slicer  received  89  votes. 

So  Hr.  Comstock  waa  declared  duly  elected  chaplain. 

And,  oo  motion  of  Hr.  GRENNELl., 

The  House  adjourned. 

Wedhesdat,  Dkcxmbbb  31. 
TENNESSEE  LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to  go 
into  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
on  the  "  bill  to  amend  tbe  act  to  iuttiopxe  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  grants  of  land  in  certain  cases," 
(commonly  called  the  "Tennessee  land  bill.*')  He 
would  barely  remark  Hut  he  hoped  he  should  get  the 
assent  of  the  House  to  this  motion,  since  the  bill  in 
question  bad  received  the  favorable  report  of  a  commit- 
tee of  that  House  as  long  ago  as  tbe  year  1835,  and  it 
bad  been  before  the  House  from  that  time  to  tbe  present. 

Mr.  HARDIN  objecting, 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rukt  but 
tbe  motion  was  lost,  without  a  division. 

SURPLUS  REVENUE. 
7olhe  honorabb  the  Smote  and  ffouat  of  Hepraenlativet 
of  the  [hiiUd  Satea  in  Congress  attembted: 

The  undersigned,  ciliacns  of  the  first  coDgreastonal 
district  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  have  for  yeen 
past  been  accustomed  to  regard  the  action  of  the  Feder- 
al Government  with  great  anxiety.  Your  petitioners 
have  forborne  to  urge  their  just  claims  for  such  appro- 
priations for  public  works  in  their  immediate  nngbbor- 
hood  as  fall  within  tbe  peculiar  province  of  the  General 
Government,  trusting  to  tbe  tardy  justice  Congress. 

They  have  regretted  to  see  sppropriations  of  the  pub* 
lie  money  not  equally  distributed  with  a  view  to  tbe  gen> 
eral  benefit. 

Your  petitioners  have  viewed  with  great  satisftiction 
the  bill  of  the  last  session  regulating  the  deposites  of  the 
public  money  among  the  several  States.  They  regard 
this  measure  as  the  safest  diaposiiion  of  tbe  national  treas- 
ure, as  best  calculated  to  avoid  all  unjust,  unconstitu- 
tional and  partial  appropriations  of  tbe  common  fund. 
Thry  therefore  pray  that  provisions  similar  to  Ibat  con- 
tained in  the  deposite  bill  of  (he  last  session  may  become 
the  law  of  the  Union  for  several  succeeding  years. 

Hr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD,  on  presenting  the  above  peti- 
tion, mode  the  follotting  remarks: 

Hr.  8.  said  the  petition  was  signed  by  very  respecta- 
ble individuals  in  the  diatrict  wbicMie  badihe  hwtr  to 
represent,  and  be  waidSt^tHMCii^  wngCwMtffimony 


J 123 


GALli:S  &  SEATON  S  REGISTEK 


1124 


H.  o*  n.] 


Surptut  Revenue. 


[Dec.  21,  1836- 


to  tbcirs.  The  petitionera  (wid  Mr.  S.]  approve  of  the 
drpotite  bill  of  ilie  lut  KHion,  and  pray  Congrei*  to  re- 
enact  a  aimiUr  roetnire.  They  suppose  that,  until  1842, 
wbvn  the  tariff  will  come  before  Confreai  for  reacljuit> 
menti  there  can  be  no  better  diipoailion  of  Ibe  unavoida- 
ble uirplui  in  the  Treasury  than  to  put  tt  in  the  custody 
of  the  people.  Mr.  S.  said  he  bad  been  tbtoniihed  at 
the  DtanifMi  atlempt  lo  panlyae  the  deposite  bill  of  the 
latt  aeaftion,  and  to  make  it  unpopular  with  the  people. 
He  truatcd  all  auch  atteoipta  would  fa>l,  and  that  there 
would  be  luffielent  nod  Knae  left  with  the  people  not 
to  aacrifice  their  real  fubatanttal  intereals  lo  mere  party 
clamor.  Individually  believing  an  annual  diatribution 
of  the  Mirplut  revenue,  fur  aeveral  years  to  cumei  the 
only  poaaible  mode  of*  checking  the  downward  path  of 
ihiaGorernmeni,  he  would  proceed  to  state  to  the  Houie 
bis  ressona  fur  that  bclif  f. 

I  do  not  (said  Mr.  S.)  regard  the  plan  of  distributing 
the  public  funds  as  merely  placing  ao  much  money  in 
the  poaseiaion  of  the  Stetest  if  that  were  the  I  mit  ol  ita 
bentfita,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  minor  importance.  1 
regard  it  as  a  policy  prrgnant  with  the  most  lasting  and 
extens've  political  conBequeticea.  It  is  a  fact,  apparent 
to  every  body,  and  one  which  all  admit  but  the  moit  ob- 
durate potilical  hacks,  that  the  public  mtnd  is  now,  and 
hu  for  years  been,  in  a  aiate  of  dangerous  and  unhealthy 
excitement.  Through  the  stimulanta  which  are  daily 
end  hourly  applied  to  the  people  by  a  moat  inflammatory 
public  presat  through  oflicial  documentu,  made  with  no 
view  of  elucidating  the  truth,  but  merely  to  flatter  an<l 
cajole  the  community,  we  are  passing  from  one  excite- 
ment to  another,  until  the  voice  of  soberneES  and  truth 
will  be  banished  from  the  land,  aa  utterly  beneath  the 
attention  of  this  chivalrous  and  higb-mmdea  people,  who 
act  If  if  they  were  privileged  by  Heaven  to  commit  all 
sorts  of  follies,  without  the  fear  of  retribution.  Hei  ce  it 
is,  whiUt  this  nation  has  advanced  with  unprecedented 
rapidity  in  individual  and  social  improvement,  her  pol  t- 
ical  condition  has  become  most  degraded  and  corrupt. 

That  these  evils  have  been  brought  upon  the  country 
by  the  present  administration  has  frequently  been  assert- 
ed in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  ana  the  aentiment  has 
been  so  often  resolved  to  be  true  in  political  meetings  of 
the  people,  that  it'requires  some  hardihood  to  doubt  its 
corrrclneas.  In  attributing  to  General  Jackson,  exclu- 
dvely,  such  important  results,  we  degrade  the  mass  of 
the  communityt  we  mistake  the  effect  for  the  cause;  we 
do  not  go  to  the  source  of  our  disease;  we  attribute  to 
one  man  what  has  been  produced  by  the  folly  and  indis- 
cretion ol  Ibousands.  Never  having  been  either  the 
flatterer  or  the  reviler  of  the  present  Chief  Hsgistratr, 
1  hope  I  may  be  excused  when  I  aay  that  he  it  but  the 
pnjeeti.  a/gA  of  the  present  disturbed  and  agitated  pool 
of  politics. 

Whence  is  it  that  this  alate  of  things  should  exibt? 
Are  the  people  less  virtuous  tbsn  formerly  >  Are  they 
leas  capable  of  protecting  their  rights^  No!  it  is  be- 
cause the  Ibiffit  for  ofHce  is  insatiablet  and  so  lung  as 
Ibe  preridcncy  of  the  United  States  presents  a  gliltering 
priie,  to  be  reached  by  agitation,  and  by  sgitstion  alone, 
BO  long  will  the  nation  be  periodically  subverted  from 
its  very  foundations,  and  the  wished-for  goal  attained  by 
the  boldest  or  the  meanest.  The  prettdenltal  election 
is  the  curse  of  the  country;  it  absorbs  and  perverts  eve- 
ry other  eonstderstiont  it  engrosses  nearly  the  exclusive 
attention  of  both  Houses  of  Congrcs?,  and  givei  ■  false 
coloring  to  every  thing.  To  its  pervuding  if.flurnce  is 
lo  be  attributed  nearly  every  thing  that  ia  vicious  in 
our  system. 

An  honorable  member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cix- 
BRKtsMo,}  who  occupies  a  distinguished  parly  stand  on 
this  floor,  in  excusing  the  llf-le  progress  made  during 
the  last  icssion  by  hie  political  fiitnda  in  refotm,  asseit- 


ed  that,  during  the  pendency  of  the  prewdentinl  elec- 
tion, no  system  of  reform  could  be  perfected}  and  yel^ 
sir,  when  an  honorable  membtr  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Will]  attempted  a  few  daya  ago  to  probe  the  rotten- 
neu  of  this  adminlAralion,  we  heard  the  most  dolefal 
and  pitiable  lamentationa  upon  the  horrible  cruelly  of 
disturbing  the  retirement  of  the  greatest  and  best  of  men, 
1  would  be  glad  to  know  when  ihia  House  expects  lo 
be  relieved  from  that  degrading  tocubus  wliicb  touches 
every  thing,  and  defilea  every  thing  with  iu  toueb.  I 
have  been  a  member  of  thie  body  for  several  yearst  I 
liave  seen  no  quealion,  from  the  political  Urifln  to  Ibe 
printing  of  the  most  paltry  trash  distributed  by  tin 
House,  which  has  not  been  discussed  and  decided  with 
a  view  to  the  presidential  elrctinn.  So  much  is  this  gen- 
eraliy  the  esse,  that  airangera  are  puzzled  to  find  out 
the  subject  from  the  diacutsions  of  the  body. 

It  was  for  these  reasona  that  I  rejmced  to  are  the  de- 
posite bill  of  the  last  session.  I  thmk  it  will  rstabrtsh  a 
new  era  in  tbb  eounlryi  it  will  eventuall>  open  the  eyes  of 
the  people  to  their  reu  and  aubstantial  intert  at^;  it  will  al- 
lure the  maaa  of  the  community  from  idle  and  abstract 
political  disquisitions,  which  sre  of  no  use,  and  induce 
them  to  regard  this  Government  as  a  practiol  thing,  in- 
tended fur  some  useful  purpose,  which,  when  k  crsscs 
to  fulfil  it,  should  cease  to  exist. 

It  is,  moreover,  the  only  possible  mode  in  which  any 
thing  like  reform  can  be  introduced  into  the  Augean 
alables  at  Washington.  Ever  since  that  stupendous 
fraud  which  was  so  successfully  played  off  before  the 
people  in  1836,  commonly  called  the  report  on  refonsi, 
we  lisve  hsd  repetitions  of  the  same  farce  before  the  sair-e 
credulous  sudiencea,  only  under  different  name?,  with 
the  charactrrs  recast,  and  the  phrasei-logy  gcmewhat 
changed.  Sometimca  it  has  limped  over  the  stage  in 
the  modest  and  harmlets  garb  of  a  report  on  executive 
patrunsge;  anon  it  comes  sweeping  by  hi  a  presidential 
meuage,  with  a  grandiloquent  attempt  to  amend  the 
cunslitution.  And  yet,  amidst  all  these  patriotic  aspira- 
tions to  remedy  dangers  which  all  bave  admitted  at  some 
stage  or  oiher  of  their  political  advancement,  the  abmea 
of  the  Government  have  increased  and  are  increasing, 
and  it  seems  they  cannot  be  dimlniafaed,  whilst  the 
expenses  of  these  abuses  bave  swelled  from  about 
$10,000,000  in  1833,  to  933,000,000  in  18S6.  If  every 
branch  of  the  public  service  were  well  administered,  if 
there  were,  ability  in  the  design  or  vigor  in  the  exrcu- 
tion  of  the  duties  of  the  several  dcpsrtmeRts,  there 
might  be  some  excuse  for  this  lavistb  prodigality  of  the 
public  treasure;  the  reverse,  however,  is  nolurioosly  Ibe 
ease;  presidential  electioneering  is  the  only  merit  of 
your  ofBcers,  and  their  inefficiency  in  Uieir  drpartments 
ceases  to  be  remsrksblr,  or  tostiraci  public  attention. 

So  long  as  that  diviniiy  which  hedges  the  chief  magk- 
tracy  of  the  country  is  protected  from  the  rude  assaulu 
of  his  opponents,  the  dilinquencies  of  the  subordinates 
are  unnoticed.  The  conGiitutioD  undoubtedly  intended 
the  Chief  Magtatrate  for  the  responsible  head  of  the  Gor- 
ernment;  but  it  never  supposed  Ms  name  vculd  tic  a 
ahield  behind  which  every  species  of  ignorance  and  cor* 
ruption  could  be  safe  ly  intrenched.  Such,  however,  is 
the  operation  cf  this  Government,  arising  fiom  ibear* 
dor  with  which  one  §ide  setks,  arid  the  other  defends, 
the  presidential  chair.  The  grossest  mismanagemenl  is 
now  asserted  to  exiht  in  a  department  indir peiuable  lo 
the  public  defence;  and  yet,  sir,  ita  oiReial  head  absa. 
dona  it  in  tlie  midst  cf  its  embarrassments,  not  to  cxplaia 
or  to  justify  his  conduct,  bul  lo  be»p  further  ubligsiions 
upon  a  credulous  nalion,  for  his  innporiant  public  ser- 
vices. 1'he  inquiditurial  powers  of  this  House,  which 
were  intended  to  ferret  out  abuses,  and  to  awaken  the 
attention  of  the  people  to  ihe  action  of  the  Government 
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TBdinff  influence  ot  the  pregidenti«l  election.  Unleea  a 
movement  here  can  elevtte  or  deprcM  the  presidentiti 
tbermometer,  it  falli  upon  imtlentire  and  lifeless  can. 

The  luceesaful  parly  momentarily  reati  from  its  vio- 
lence when  it  has  placed  iti  favorite  in  the  chairofstatet 
fendf  reposing  under  his  laurelR,  ^rest  patience  is  ex- 
hibited until  his  transcendent  virtues  shall  rectify  every 
abuse.  Sbould  the  faithful  be  diaappuinted,  the  mis- 
fortune is  attributed  to  the  eril  eye  of  their  opponentR, 
ud  the  same  dull  round  is  ijpiin  run  over,  of  paltry  ex- 
cuses and  miserable  chicane. 

Let,  us,  then,  by  returning  annually  the  surplus  rev- 
enue  to'  the  people,  strip  the  Federal  Government  of 
its  great  attraction,  and  lessen  its  power  for  evil)  let  us 
give  to  the  community  some  inducement  to  examine  and 
narrow  down  the  expenses  of  this  Government  to  the 
amalleat  sum  which  can  possibly  serve  to  keep  the  ma* 
chine  in  motion.  Since  lis  corruptions  are  incurable^ 
let  us  no  longer  deceive  the  people  with  idle  projects 
of  reform)  let  ua  strip  the  reeling  prodigal  of  the  means 
of  pandering  to  his  appetites,  and  starve  him  to  sobriety. 

1  sincerely  beliere  some  such  plan  as  Ibis  is  indispen- 
aabty  necessary  to  revive  the  chilled  and  slumbering 
affection  of  a  large  mass  of  the  people  of  thia  country  . 
for  the  Federal  Government.  It  u  t  fact  notorious  with- 
in the  sphere  of  my  obsemtion*  and  one  which  it 
would  be  unwise  to  conceal,  that  there  is  no  longer  that 
ardent  and  lively  attachment  to  the  Federal  Government 
which  once  existedt  there  is  a  lar^  mass  of  discontent 
throughout  the  community — a  discontent  not  to  be  re- 
moved by  ejaculations  of  union,  issuing  from  the  pam- 
pered alaves  of  power,  but  by  a  Ciir  administration  ofthe 
Government.  No  party  drill  can  fiirerer  proscribe  the 
virtue  and  talent  of  a  communityi  the/ will  eventually 
burst  their  cerements,  and  expose  the  miserable  cheat 
which  obscured  lliem  to  the  contempt  and  deriaion  of 
the  world.  Let  not  gentlemen  deceive  themselves  by 
•upposing  that  this  discontent  arises  from  the  adverse 
political  fortunes  of  any  individual)  it  is  not  so,  sir  It 
■rises  from  the  belief  that  this  Government  always  has 
been,  and  always  will  be,  unfairly  and  partially  adminis- 
tered. Whether  h  be  that  our  ,  constitution  is  one  of 
those  unfortunate  instruments  which  cannot  be  correctly 
construed,  or  from  the  unimprovable  condition  of  the 
Southern  country,  the  fuct  if,  a  large  portion  of  the 
Southern  people  find  themselves  as  they  were  at  the 
Revolution,  a  proscribed  and  slandered  people^  wilh  a 
Government  alien  to  them  in  feeling,  and,  administered 
adversely  to  their  interests— a  Government  which,  whilst 
it  draws  annually  from  an  abuud  and  derided  popula- 
tion millions  of  money,  yet,  with  a  most  culpable  and 
cowardly  imbecility,  expusea  that  population  not  only  to 
the  insidious  assaults  of  an  implacable  domestic  enemy, 
but  hkewise  to  the  open  violence  of  a  foreign  foe. 

Return  back  to  those  who  pay  the  Urger  pvt  some 
portion  of  the  money  not  essential  to  the  adnainiatration 
of  the  Gof  ernmeot,  and  you  may  go  on  in  your  diiguat* 
iogsquabblei  for  the  presidency;  the  people  will  be 
satisfied  vUh  thia  small  approach  to  viriuei 

"If  Borne  be  Mrved-and  gtorioiu, 
CareleM  ihey  bj  woom."^ 

To  the  Southern  country  the  distribution  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue  uffers  the  only  practicable  mode  of  obtain- 
ing any  share  whatever  in  the  enormous  approprialions 
of  public  money  which  are  made  at  every  aession  of  Con- 
gnmt  From  the  gcographioal  position  of  thM  country, 
and  its  peculiar  constitutional  opinions,  (which,  being 
honestly  entertained,  will  nut  be  easily  abandoned, )  there 
ta  but  little  spent  among  its  population  in  thoae  public 
works  which  absorb  such  vast  sums.  The  western  parts 
of  New  York  are  indented  wilh  harbor*,  made  at  ihe  ex- 
pense of  the  nitioni  the  present  Vice  President,  although 
cmtm-tMsed  vUh  as  nany  cDDititutioiml  scruples  la  nil 


lo  the  lot  of  most  men,  has  had  fortune  buckled  onbia 
back,  beoause  the  United  States  have  most  pertinaoiouBly 
inaisled  upon  making  a  harbor  somewhere  near  biapfop* 
erty.  Now,  air,  I  do  not  complain  of  thia.  I  rather 
urge  it  as  an  objection  to  a  system  which,  in  spite  of  all 
the  honest  endeavors  of  individuals  to  the  contrary,  has 
enriched  and  will  continue  lo  enrich  them  at  the  ex< 
pense  of  the  nation.  If  the  aurplus  revenue  he  not  dis* 
tributed  annually  among  the  States,  what  will  you  do 
with  it?  The  glorious  work  of  destroying  a  general  sys- 
tem ofinternal  improvement  has  already  been  achieved) 
aft^w  private  jobs  have  alone  escaped  the  general  wreck, 
to  keep  up  the  flagging  ardor  of  doubtfuladherents.  1 
know  of  but  one  objection  at  thia  time  to  a  permanent 
distribution  of  the  aurplus  revenue  among  the  Slates; 
(for  I  cannot  believe  that  even  the  dotage  of  this  absurd 
administration  is  prepared  (o  plunge  litis  nation  at  this 
time  into  the  difficulties  of  another  tariff  discussion.) 

The  rest  objection  to  a  deposite  of  the  money  of  the 
nation  with  the  States  arises  from  the  extreme  desire 
entertained  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
party,  of  giving  {o  the  country  a  belter  currency;  or,  in 
other  woi^^,  of  enabling  some  great  Bombastea  Furioao 
lo  experiment  upon  the  subject  of  gold. 

By  regulating  the  currency  is  now  meant  the  pover  oi 
transferring  the  public  funds  about  the  country,  so  u  to 
suit  the  gimbling  speculations  of  those  persons  who  have 
interest  enough  to  be  admitted  into  the  eecrela  of  the 
party.  I  believe,  however,  the  masa  of  the  community 
are  now  fully  aware  (if  they  were  honest  enough  lo  ad* 
oiit  ii)  that  they  have  brought  upon  the  country  much 
pecuniary  distrea^  and  committed  an  e^gious  folly,  by 
sustainhtg  the  many  absurd  attempts  to  improve  the  cur- 
rency by  which  we  have  been  lately  annoyed. 

1'he  Bank  of  the  United  States,  through  its  branches, 
operated  as  a  great  artery,  by  means  of  which  the  money 
of  the  nsiion,  which  was  constanlly  accumulating  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  through  your  unequal  commercial 
system,  was  diatribuled  among  Ihe  people  of  the  Union) 
you  have,  however,  cut  off  this  supply;  you  have  dam- 
med up  the  money  of  the  nation  in  the  lai^e  cities^  and 
unless  there  is  an  annual  distribution,  we  in  the  remote 
parts  of  ibe  country  can  hope  for  nothing  but  from  the 
overflowings  of  their  abundance.  I  hope,  sir,  I  can 
menlion  the  name  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  with- 
out destroying  the  composure  of  (hose  gentlemen  who 
are  usually  thrown  into  a  sort  of  paroxysm  of  patriotic 
frenzy  whenever  that  enemy  to  "life,  liberty,  or  Ihe 
pursuit  of  happiness,"  ia  incidentally  alluded  to;  who 
cannot  forgive  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutei  for  not 
having  bowed  down  and  Worshipped  the  poliUeal  Uotceh 
of  the  day. 

To  me  it  is  matter  of  great  joy  that,  amidst  the  gene- 
ral wreck  of  every  thing  valuable  in  the  country,  there 
has  been  found  one  institution  bold  enough  to  reaiat,  and 
adroit  enough  to  elude,  the  combined  attack  of  vulgar 
Ignorance  and  deiperate  malignity. 

I  forbear  discussing  the  objections  which  have  been 
brought  by  the  office-holders  against  any  d'latribulion  of 
the  aurplus  funds. 

Some  tske  shelter  behind  your  tattered  and  degraded 
constitution;  others  are  afraid  of  corrupting  the  people; 
and,  animated  with  that  Roman  virtue  ao  common  at 
Washingion,  as  true  and  sturdy  patriot^  like  ancient 
Curtius,  they  plunge  into  the  abyss  and  corrupt  titem- 
selveo. 

There  must  be,  for  years  to  come,  an  immense  surplus 
revenue — a  revenue  which  the  utmost  ingenuity  of  the 
party  has  been,  and  will  be,  unable  entirely  to  squander. 
The  cystem  of  internal  improvement  by  the  Government 
is  no  more;  the  necessities  of  the  times  do  not  require 
large  military  approprialioMi  the  tariff  cannot  be  dia- 
turbed  without  great  indiTWud-^embwnwBwnt,  and 
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bringing  upon  ibe  nation  the  charge  of  bad  faith)  why, 
then,  abould  we  hetitaie  to  anatch  (nm  the  irresponsible 
bftiult  of  tbe  pet  banks  and  the  publ'c  ofl^n  money 
which  does  not  belong  to  them,  and  which  einnot  be 
Hfeljp  left  with  themr 

We  htve  heard  for  years  past,  on  this  floor,  the  most 
ezfriTigant  adulation  of  the  people  and  devotion  to 
their  interntst  let  ut  gire  a  proof  of  our  aincerity  in  the 
only  way  in  which  it  can  ever  be  tested.  North  Csro- 
Km  bs^  in  common  with  all  the  Slates,  a  deep  interest 
in  thb  question.  She  is  now  cotnm-  ncing  a  aysicm  of 
intental  improTemeni  which  will  email  apra  her  Taat 
expenses.  Where  is  she  to  procure  the  funds?  She  hai 
aurrcndered  to  the  General  Government  the  custom*,  the 
only  safe  and  profitable  mode  of  public  revenue)  let  us 
beware  how  we  teach  the  people  of  the  South  to  reflect 
whether  they  have  received  an  adequate  consideration 
for  tbit  moet  liberal  bequest.  Let  us  not,  by  our  selfish- 
nei^  by  our  cold  insensibility  to  their  claims,  open  tiieir 
eyes  to  that  inconsiderate  liberality  which  gave  lo  such 
a  Gorernment  as  this  the  entire  profit  upon  their  industry 
and  their  vast  natural  resources. 

Our  instttntions  are  based  upon  frugality,  not  only  in 
the  people,  but  likewiie  in  their  officen t  our  legislation 
has  generated  an  unfortunate  state  of  society,  where  the 
**  auri  tacta  fames"  controls  every  thing,  extinguishes 
every  generous  and  manly  feeling,  and  condemns  tbe 
hungry  seeker  after  office,  as  well  ai  the  trembling 
placeman,  lo  the  humiliating  confession  tliat  he  cannot 
afford  lo  be  independent. 

If  there  is  any  one  characteristic  in  the  oflicial  profli- 
gacy which  now  pervades  this  country  more  alarming 
than  another,  it  is  the  universal  sycophancy  and  want  of 
Independence  in  those  persons  who  pretend  to  lead  pub* 
lie  aentiment,  from  the  humblest  porter  at  the  palace  to 
hlmtbathu  or  he  that  hopes  to  getanofflcei  Ihere  h 
but  one  requisite,  one  criterion  of  merit — blind,  devoted 
attaohment  to  an  individual.    It  has  become,  of  late 

Sears,  quite  tbe  fashion,  in  certain  circles,  where  a 
atred  of  the  slaveholders  atones  for  every  vice,  both 
moral  and  political,  to  speak  disparagingly  of  (he  South, 
on  account  of  its  slave  population.  In  my  humble  opin< 
Ion,  the  poorest  as  well  as  the  m^aneat  slave  that  ever 
toiled  in  a  Southern  swamp,  under  a  Southern  sun,  ay, 
sir,  and  under  the  lash  of  a  legal  Southern  master,  is  an 
animal  more  to  be  respected,  less  needing  the  "  labor  of 
love"  of  your  crszy  philanthropists,  than  one  of  your 
puppet  Secretaries,  who  is  obliged  to  permit  any  man  on 
earth,  whether  that  man  is  vain  enough  lo  believe  him- 
self born  to  command,  or  a  mere  scullion  of  the  kitchen, 
to  tell  him  he  is  "  free  to  entertain  an  opinion."  The 
one,  benighted  in  mind,  is  the  honest  and  biihful  servant 
of  a  lawful  master — of  a  master  by  whose  bounty  he  is 
fed,  and  to  whom  he  is  attached  by  the  recollections  of 
childhood  and  the  best  feelings  of  our  naturet  the  other, 
surrounded  by  civilizition,  by  liberty,  and  science,  is  a 
alave  from  choice,  a  prostitute  froni  principle — a  slavery 
wone  than  ^;yptiaa  bondage,  for  It  is  a  slarery  of  tfae 
mind. 

Can  you  telt  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  this  thing  they 
call  love  of  parly,  which  so  much  surpasses  the  **  love 
of  woman?"  1  have  heard  of  the  love  a  poet  bears  his 
muse,  the  adoration  a  lover  feels  towards  his  mialress, 
"  and  the  devotion  ofa  patriot  for  his  cuuntryt  but  I  con- 
fess I  have  not  sufficient  knowIed|*e  of  the  Lex  Parlia- 
mentaria  to  understand  this  love  of  party.  Is  it  similar 
to  the  spirit  of  patriotism '  Not  at  all !  for  it  is  a  spirit  hos- 
tile to  the  mait  of  the  community,  based  upon  selfishness 
and  leading  its  votaries  by  the  hope  of  plunder.  It  b  a 
ipirit  that  confounds,  in  the  breasts  of  the  few  honest 
who  submit  to  its  degrading  influence,  all  just  discrimi- 
nation between  right  and  wrong,  and  proscribes  from  its 
service  all  those  who  will  not  tame  ihetr  nature  down  to 
do  its  dirty  bidding. 


 "  For  tie  miM  serve,  wlio  Un  would  sway. 

And  sooth,  and  sue,  and  wMcb  all  Ume,  and  pij  into  all  plaee^ 

And  be  a  Uvlng  Its,  who  would  tMComs 

A  mighty  thing  anwngst  tbe  oneaii:  and  such 

ArepHttonaaeor." 

It  was  fmoe  aoppoaed  (perhapi  it  was  an  error  of  oar 
ancestors)  that  honor  was  the  quickening  principle  of 
monarchies,  virtue  of  republicst  and  that  those  who  mia- 
iitered  lo  the  vestal  flime  should  at  least  possess  a  spark 
of  its  purity.  Not  a  virtue  content  to  dwell  indecencies 
forever,  but  a  virtue  that  regarded  political  apostacy 
equally  infamous  with  private  dishonor;  a  virtue  too  pure, 
united  to  a  soul  too  proud  of  filling  situations  of  eoostant 
uneasiness  and  uncertainty,  of  exhibiting  lo  the  world 
the  melancholy  spectacle  of  a  high  republican  fuDCtton- 
ary  willing  to  be  honest,  yet  afraid  to  avow  it,  wba^ 
when  called  upon  for  his  opinion  upon  matters  of  great 
national  importance.  In  the  morning  said  ay,  sir^  and  at 
noon  said  no,  sir.  Yet  these  things  have  happeaed  al- 
most daily,  and  not  excited  our  special  wonder.* 

Since,  then,  the  seductiuna  of  your  Government  are 
too  great  for  poor  human  nature,  let  ua  return  lo  tbe 
poverty  and  simplicity  of  our  ancestorsi  let  us  remove  a 
temptation  which  cannot  be  resisted,  and  the  road  to 
office  will  again  become  the  path  of  duty  and  of  honor. 

It  was  my  intention,  at  one  time,  to  refer  this  peiitkm 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions 
to  bring  in  a  bill  in  conformity  with  the  prayer  of  tbe 
petitioners.  Upon  refleetion,  I  will  not  do  aoi  1  will  let 
the  petition  go  untrammelled  to  the  committee,  and  what- 
ever there  may  be  of  good  ifiuing  from  them  may  per- 
haps suffice. 

1  prefer  this  course,  because,  of  the  two  propoaitioas 
which  have  heretofore  been  submitted  to  this  House,  I 
decidedly  prefer  the  bill  for  distributing  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  landsi  It  is  less  objectionable  ia 
principle,  and  gives  equal  justice  to  all  parts  of  the 
Union.  That  this  most  just  measure  ihoutdhave  net  so 
much  hostility  is  to  me  matter  of  great  amazement. 
Perhaps  It  owes  its  poor  success  to  the  misfortune  of  be> 
ingthe  ofl*8pringof  a  jusllydistinguished  American alates- 
man.  If  the  Committee  of  Waj  s  and  Heana  would  have 
it  rebaptized  with  some  of  the  cant  names  of  the  day,  it 
has  merit  enough  to  become  even  one  of  the  pels  of  tbe 
party. 

To  those  gentlemen  who  are  really  desirous  of  .wrest- 
ing from  this  Government  its  means  of  bribeiy  and  cor. 
rupiion,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  surrendering 
individual  preferences,  and  adopting  any  measure  wbidi' 
can  possibly  aid  this  holy  cause,  which  can  elevate  tbe 
tone  of  sentiment  and  feeling  among  the  people,  or  can 
give  them  juster  views  of  their  rights  and  their  duties; 
otherwise,  the  reign  of  mi»nile  will  be  a  perpetual  suc- 
cession, in  defiance  of  the  continual  stirring  of  tbe  fihh 
of  Washington. 

THE  GENERAL  POST  OFFICE. 

The  following  messsge  was  received  from  the  Prt»- 
dent  of  tbe  United  States: 
7b  tht  SauUe  and  House  of  Repmentalives.- 

GsHTLMtsH:  Herewith  I  transmit  you  a  reptvtoflbe 
Postmaster  General,  and  recommend  the  panage  of 
such  laws  and  the  making  of  such  appropriattuns  ss 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  measures 
adopted  by  him  for  resuming  the  business  of  the  Drpait- 
ment  under  his  charge,  and  securing  tbe  public  prope^ 
tif  in  Ihe  old  Post  Office  building. 

It  is  understood  that  the  buiMiiw  procured  for  the 
temporary  use  of  the  Department  is  far  from  being  fire- 
proof, and  that  the  valuable  book*  and  papers  aeentcd 
from  the  recent  conflsgration  will  there  be  exposed  It 

*  Vide  Ex-Secretary  Duane's  description  of  ■  e^imt 
consultation. 
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similkr  dtni^ra.  I  iherefore  feel  tt  my  duty  to  rrcom- 
nend  in  immediate  tpproprlttion  for  the  conatruction  of 
•  fire-proof  General  Poit  Office,  thtt  the  materials  may 
be  obtained  within  the  present  winter,  and  the  building 
•KOicd  u  rapidly  aa  practietble. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

DBcman  30, 1836. 

Deeument  aceompanj/ing  tkt  Praidmt't  mtMtege. 

PoBT  Omci  Dbpabtmut, 

Deemher^  1836. 

Sib:  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  imtant,  I  performed 
the  painful  duty  of  reporting  to  you  orally  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  General  Post  Office  building  by  fire,  and  re- 
ceived your  initruciions  to  inquire  into  the  cause  and 
extent  of  the  calamity,  for  the  purpose  of  cnablmg  you 
lo  make  a  communication  to  Congreas. 

A  fev  hours  afterwards  I  receiTcd,  through  the 
chairman  of  tbe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Boads  of  the  House  of  Reprefenlati*e^  an  official  copy 
of  a  resolution  adopted  by  that  House,  inttrueting  the 
committee  lo  institute  a  similar  inquiry,  and  the  chair- 
man asked  for  such  information  as  it  was  in  my  power  lo 
wive.  The  inrestigation  directed  by  you  was  thus  ren- 
dered annecessary. 

The  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  with  hon- 
orable promptitude,  offered  the  DeparlmenI  the  use  of 
the  west  wing  of  the  City  Hall,  noyf  occupied  by  the 
Mayor  and  Councils  and  their  officers,  and  the  officers 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company.  The  pro- 
prietors of  the  Hedical  College  also  tendered  the  use  of 
their  building,  on  B  street,  sm  offers  were  made  of  sev- 
eral other  buildings  in  the  central  pai  ts  of  the  city.  An 
examination  waa  made  of  such  aa  promised  by  their  mi^- 
nitude  to  aflbrd  sufficient  room  for  the  force  employed 
in  the  Department,  but  none  were  found  equal,  in  the 
commodtousnets  of  their  interior  structure  and  abundant 
room,  to  Fuller's  hotel,  opposite  the  buildings  occu- 
pied by  the  Treasury  Ueparimeni,  on  Pennsytvania  Av* 
enoe.  That  building  has  been  obtained  on  terms  which 
tbe  accompanying  papers  will  fully  exbibii.  The  buri- 
ness  of  the  Department  will  be  immediately  resumed  in 
that  building. 

The  agreement  with  Mr.  Fuller  will  make  necessary 
an  immediate  appropriation  by  Congress,  and  upon  that 
body  will^Ievolve  also  the  duly  of  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  rent,  if  they  sltall  approve  of  the  arrange- 
ment. 

In  tbe  mean  timp,  steps  hare  been  taken  to  secure  all 
that  is  valuable  in  the  ruins  of  tbe  Post  Office  building, 
and  to  protect  from  the  weather  the  walls  of  so  much  of 
it  as  was  occupied  by  the  General  Post  Office,  which 
stands  firm. 

The  Department  has  no  fund  at  command,  out  of  which 
the  services  necessary  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  ob- 
jects can  be  paid  for,  nor  baa  it  the  means  to  replace 
the  furniture  which  has  been  loat,  ami  must  be  immedi- 
ately obtained  to  enable  the  elerks  to  proceed  with  their 
current  business. 

These  facta  I  deem  it  my  duly  lo  report  to  you,  that 
you  may  recommend  to  Congress  such  meaaurea  there- 
upon as  you  may  deem  expedient. 

With  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

AHOS  KENDALL. 

To  the  Pbbsidsxt  of  thb  Ukitsd  Statis. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  SHIELDS,  the  message  and  accom- 
panying doGumenta  were  referred  to  the  Commfttee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Pott  Road^  tnd  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

After  the  presentation  of  mioua  pctitioni  end  memo- 
i4tl*i  • 

Mr.  BELL,  frum  tbe  Committee  on  Indiin  AfTaira, 


reported  a  bill  to  regulate,  in  certain  esses,  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  lands  ceded  by  Indian  trU»ea  lo 
the  United  Stalest  which  said  bill  was  passed  in  Commit- 
tee or  the  Whole  House,  (Mr.  Gabuwd,  of  Yiroinia,  in 
the  chair,)  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  tna  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  bills  of  tbe  following  titles,  viz: 

A  bill  making  in  appropriation  for  tbe  suppres^n  of 
Indian  hostllitiesi 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  tbe  pajmient  of  the 
revolutionary  and  otner  penrionen  of  the  United  States 
foal837| 

A  bill  making  appropristiona  fw  the  naval  service  for 

1837; 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army  for  the  year  1837i 

A  bill  making  appropriations  fur  certain  forllfications 
of  the  United  Slates  for  tbe  year  1837^ 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the  year  1837i 

Which  said  bills  were  severitlly  read,  and  referred  lo 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  tbe 
Union. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

The  business  next  in  order  was  the  motion,  submitted 
yesterday  by  Hr.  D.  J.  Piarck,  lo  reconsider  (he  vole 
by  which  a  resolution  heretofore  offered,  authorizing 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  affairs  of  this  in- 
stitution to  visit  the  same,  fur  the  purposes  of  ibeir  in- 
veatigstion,  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WARD  said  he  should  vote  tn  favqr  of  reconsid- 
eration, and  before  dging  so  lie  wished  to  state  hia  rea- 
sons to  the  House.  He  regretted  that  the  House 
should  have  raiaed  a  select  committee  at  all  on  this  sub- 
ject; but  inasmuch  as  the  House  had  done  so,  and  the- 
committee  had  been  appointed,  he  was  clearly  of  opin- 
ion that  ibe  House  should  accord  to  them  the  privileges 
they  desired.  It  was  the  wish  of  the  committee  either  that 
all  or  a  portion  of  their  number  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  get  information  which  they  considered  impor- 
tant to  the  successful  issue  of  their  investigation. 

It  would  be  in  the  recollection  of  every  member  of 
this  House  that  this  question  had  been  brought  up  for 
their  connderation  for  aeveral  years  in  succession.  At 
one  time  the  subject  bad  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairai  that  committee,  by  their  chairman, 
preKnted  a  report,  which  he  considered  unanswerable. 
The  gentlemen,  however,  who  were  opposed  lo  that 
institution,  were  not  satisfied  with  the  vole  then  taken, 
and  had  brought  the  matter  before  Congress  every 
session,  and  at  length  a  select  committee  had  been  ap- 
pointed, not  only  to  inquire  into  what  they  alleged  to 
be  abuses,  but  into  tbe  expediency  of  abolishing  the  In- 
stitution altogether.  That  committee  had  made  what 
he  bad  no  doubt  was  a  very  able  report,  but  it  had 
never  been  printed.  It  had  been  suggested  to  him  that 
if  that  report  waa  printed  it  might  possibly  throw  all 
Ibe  light  upon  the  subject  that  was  neccsury. 

He,  for  one,  was  entirely  willing  to  indulge  the  com- 
mittee in  Ibeir  request,  because  he  was  of  opinion  tt^t,  • 
however  prejudiced  the  gentlemen  composing  it  might 
now  be  against  that  institution,  when  they  gave  to  it  a 
personal  examination  they  would  return  to  this  House 
with  very  different  impressions,  and  that  they  would  be 
entirely  satisfied  that  it  was  an  institution  which  ought 
to  be  sustained  by  tbe  country.  With  this  view  it  waa 
that  he  should  now  record  hia  vote  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion for  reconsideration!  and  that,  if  that  motion  pre- 
vailed, he  should  then  VQte  for  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution.  The  memhen  of  ihat^ouse  sil  knew  that. 
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for  Kveral  jrears  put,  the  fedenl  Bxecut'iTe  had  Belected 
rentlemen  u  a  botrd  oT  vititen  to  eumbi*  into  that 
lastitution,  amongtt  whom  (bere  had  been  aome  who 
were  strcmgly  prejudiced  against  ilt  and  yet  lie  belicred 
that,  with  one  exception  in  the  caae  of  a  gentleman  from 
GtuOf  not  one  of  th»e  visiter*,  after  (hat  examination, 
had  ralaed  his  voice  apinst  the  Academy.  He  (Ur.  W.) 
would  not  detain  the  Houae  with  any  general  obterra- 
tloni  at  this  time,  bat  be  took  this  opportunity  to  state 
that  one  of  Uie  most  distinguished  omeers  of  the  army 
of  the  UnHed  8tate%  alluding  to  this  institution  in  the 
Goune  of  a  conreraatiun  with  bin,  (Mr.  W.,)  bad  made 
the  reawrk,  *■  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  institution 
was  better  ealeuUted  to  keep  alive  the  rottitary  spirit  of 
the  country  than  any  other  (hat  existed)  and  that  he 
would  rather  himself  leave  the  service  forever,  and  see 
the  army  disbanded,  than  be  would  see  that  inalitution 
abolished." 

But  it  struck  him  (Mr.  W.)  that  the  officers  of  the 
army  would  have  great  reason  to  apprehend  that  they 
were  not  (he  favorites  of  Congress,  Judging,  at  lea^t, 
from  the  course  which  Congress  bad  pursued  towards 
tbem  for  aeveral  years  put-  At  a  previous  session, 
when  a  bill  was  brought  in  to  equalise  the  pay  of  (he 
officers  of  (he  irmy  and  navy,  it  had  been  expected  (hat 
the  bill  would  become  a  Uwt  hut,  instead  of  that,  a  bill 
pBised  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  navy 
only,  leaving  out  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  thus  dis* 
eouraging  the  la(ter  from  believing  that  (hey  bad  any 
(hing  to  expect  at  the  hands  of  Congress. 

The  principle  of  equaliiing  (he  pay  of  the  army  and 
navy  (said  Mr.  W.)  was  both  Just  and  equitable;  and 
tbe  passage  of  such  a  law  would  have  been  attended 
with  (he  best  eonsequencea  to  the  officers  of  both  iheae 
brandies  of  Ihe  service.  Their  pay  being  equal,  they 
would  be  able  lo  act  on  duty  together  without  any 
lurking  feeling  of  injustice  or  jealousyt  and  he  hoped 
that,  at  no  distant  date,  such  a  bill  would  receive  the 
approbation  of  Congress. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  W.  remarked  that,  as  he  had 
heretofore  raised  his  voice  in  favor  of  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point,  and  as  he  had  not  the  stightesi 
apprehension  as  to  (he  result  of  any  scrutiny  into  tla 
affaire,  he  was  willing  that  the  committee  should  go 
there.  He  believed  that  (heir  visit  would  be  productive 
of  goodi  and  he  would  teli  them  now,  that  \X  (hey  should 
discover  any  sbuiet,  he  would  go  all  lengths  with  them 
in  the  work  of  rrform.  But -the  abolition  of  the  institu- 
tion was  ajt  idea  which  be  could  not  for  a  moment  enter* 
tain. 

Mr.  JARVIS  said  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  any 
debate,  his  object  being  rather  to  arreat  it  He  might 
have  a  few  words  (o  say  hereaher,  but  be  moved  now 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that,  as  alt  the  attrscllon 
seemed  at  present  to  be  in  the  other  end  of  the  build- 
ing, be  would  move  for  a  call  of  the  Housei  and,  on 
that  motion,  he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  the 
House  refused  to  order. 

And  Ihe  question  on  the  motion  fur  a  call  of  the 
House  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative.  So 
(be  House  refused  to  order  the  call. 

Ur.  VANDERPOEL  then  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  tabtei 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  Yeas  86, 
naya  77. 

So  tbe  resolution  was  bud  on  the  table. 

EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Wisx,  proposing  Ihe  ap- 
ptrintment  of  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into  (he  ad- 
minlatration  of  the  esecutire  department^  tofetlier 


with  the  amendment  offered  thereto  bjr  Mr.  D.  J. 
PaaKCB,  propoung  to  confine  tbe  inquiry  to  qietifia 
acts  of  male-administration. 

Mr.  LANE  addressed  (he  House  for  upwards  of  an 
hour,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Wisx's  resolution. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HOWELL, 

The  House  adjourned. 

THOBasAT,  Decbmssb  23. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  first  bunness  in  order  was  (be  reeolution  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  in  relation  to  the  locating  of  the  nation- 
al road  in  lirmoif,  so  as  to  cause  it  to  paas  through  Alttn, 
presented  on  a  former  day  by  Mr.  Rstkou>s^  of  that 
Stale. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  rose  and  addresard  the  House  as 
foltowa: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  sorry  (hat  I  am  compelled,  by  • 
sense  of  duty,  to  address  the  House  on  thla  aubjeet, 
which,  1  fear,  is  not  very  interesting  lo  my  friends,  tbe 
members  of  this  Housei  and  I  cannot  promise  them,  in 
my  remarks,  any  thing  like  eloquence  or  oratory,  (bat 
will  be  entertaining  lo  them.  This  is  a  subject  of  great 
interest  and  importance  to  Ibe  whole  State  of  lllinais^ 
and  particularly  to  the  district  which  I  have  tbe  hoMT 
to  represent  on  thia  ffoor.  Its  interest  to  tbe  people  is 
(he  reaaon  I  now  addrraa  you.  Tbe  preamble  and  reso> 
lulions  now  under  consideration  were  adopted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  by  a  unanimoua  vote. 
The  State  has  assumed  the  principlea  and  doctrines  of 
State  rights,  which  I  consider  are  constitutional  and 
correct,  and  such  as  can  be  maintained  and  demonstrated 
on  a  proper  exposition  of  tbe  constitution  of  our  Govere- 
ment.  Without  further  comment  or  preftce,  I  will  read 
(he  preamble  and  resolutions  w  hich  passed  tbe  Legiab. 
ture  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

*'  Whereas  it  is  Ihe  opinion  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  now  in  session,  that  the  route  which  tbe 
national  road  should  pursue,  if  extended  so  as  to  eroea 
the  UissisMppi  river  at  the  town  of  Alton,  would  be  !■ 
entire  accordance  with  its  ultimate  destination,  (he  capi- 
tal of  the  State  of  Missouri}  would  be  more  advantage- 
ous to  the  commercial  and  agricultural  interests  of  this 
Slate,  and  afford  to  her  inhabitants,  and  (hose  of  her  sta- 
ter States  a  more  direct  and  convenient  chain  of  inter- 
communication  than  any  other  rautet  and  whereas  tbe 
passage  of  Bsid  road  across  the  Mississippi  river  at  St. 
Louis  would  not  only  be  h>glily  detrimenlal  to  tbe  pros- 
perity of  thia  State,  but  in  violation  of  her  just  preten-" 
sions  and  of  her  righta  of.aovereignty,  contrary  to  ibe 
avowed  policy  of  the  General  Government,  and  in  ope* 
defiance  of  (hose  principlea  of  even-handed  justice  and 
impartiality  which  have  characterized  her  de^ings  wilb 
other  Slates,  in  relation  lo  this  matter: 

"  Therefore,  be  it  resolved  by  (As  General  JuetMy  of 
ihe  State  oflUioBiSt  Thst  the  consent  of  the  State  ot  Vm- 
nois  is  hereby  given  to  the  Federal  Government  lo  ex- 
lend  the  national  road  through  the  territory  of  said 
Stale,  so  as  to  croaa  the  Mississippi  river  at  the  town  of 
Alton,  in  said  State,  and  at  no  other  point. 

**  Jteaohed,  That  our  Senalora  in  Congrrsa  be  instruct- 
ed, and  our  Representatives  requested,  to  use  their  best 
exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  lb* 
survey  of  the  route  from  Vandalta  to  Jefieraon  city,  by 
the  way  of  Alton,  and  for  tbe  eantuuation  of  the  oatmh 
al  road  upon  said  route.** 

It  will  be  perceived,  by  every  member  of  this  Hooar, 
that  this  resolution  presents  a  aubject  of  raucb  impor< 
tsnce,  and  one  on  which  various  opinions  have  been  ea- 
terlsined.  This  subject  being  new,  and  of  difficult  sota- 
tion,  I  bav^  the  same  pleasure  inpresentinr  it  to  ibis 
learned  and  iotellig<ot^«jmj^^^^^|^ed  per-. 
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lontgeorintiqtiity  bad  m  derending  himaetr  before  King 
Agrippft.    St.  Paul  B»id  Ibat  be  wu  <*  happy  to  have  the 

Erivilege  to  address  »  judge  who  wu  learned  in  all  the 
kVS  and  euatoms  of  the  Jewt."  So  do  **  I  think  myself 
happy'*  to  have  the  honor  to  present  this  subject  before 
an  aa^embly  that  are  inteltigent,  and  learned  m  the  law* 
and  constitution  of  their  country.  It  is  a  principle  ac- 
knowledged  by  all  conslitutionat  lawyen  and  eonslitu- 
tional  writers,  that  the  Congresa  of  the  United  States 
possess  no  power  of  action  further  than  ia  expressly 
given  them  by  the  constitution;  and,  on  an  attentive  and 
careful  examination  of  that  inBtrument*  it  will  be  found 
that  there  exiati  no  power  in  Congress  to  force  on  a 
S  ate  such  improvements  as  are  contemplated  by  this  na- 
tional road. 

I  would  ufk  any  gentleman  in  ibis  House,  if  he  would 
vote  for  an  improvement  of  the  country,  such  as  the  na- 
tional  road  is,  contrary  to  the  express  will  and  conBcnt 
of  the  State  in  which  the  road  was  to  be  located?  I  do 
not  believe  there  can  be  a  ease  found  in  the  history  of  i 
this  Government^  where  the  General  Government  b» 
forced  on  s  State,  contrary  to  the  will  and  consent  of 
the  Slite,  a  road,  or  any  such  improvement.  Tlie 
ITnited  States  possess  (he  power  to  make  all  neces- 
sary roads  for  her  military  operations.  This  power  arises 
from  her  exclusive  and  constitutional  authority  over  the 
subject  of  war  and  all  its  consequences.  { 

I'be  national  road  which  is  now  under  consideration  is 
not  pretended  to  be  a  military  road,  or  in  any  nanner 
connected  with  the  military  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  constitution  of  the  United  Slates  express- 
ly authorizes  Congress  *'  to  establish  post  offices  and  post 
roads."  Congress,  having  the  constitutional  authority 
and  jurisdicliun  over  this  subject,  must,  as  a  necessary 
eontequener,  have  the  the  power  to  **  establish"  post 
routes  or  post  roads.  The  Congress,  at  tbeir  last  session, 
established  a  great  many  post  roads  all  over  the  Union. 
This  is  the  establishment  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  con- 
templated by  t)ie  constitution,  and  not  the  making  of  a 
road  such  as  the  national  road  is.  It  would  not  be  se- 
riously contended  by  any  one,  that,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution  on  this  subject,  Congress  would  be 
bound,  or  would  have  the  constitutional  competency, 
to  make  and  cut  out  a  road  wberever  they  establish  a  post 
route.  The  national  road  b,  in  fact,  no  more  a  post  road 
than  it  is  a  military  roadi  and,  eonsequenily,  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  under  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
have  no  power  to  force  it  on  the  States. 

If  Congress  possess  the  power,  without  the  consent  of 
the  Slatt-s  through  which  this  road  passes,  to  make  and 
open  it  in  the  States,  then  it  must  follow,  as  a  matter  of 
neeeasity,  that  Congress  also  possess  the  power  to  keep 
these  roads  in  repairi  and,  in  order  to  do  this,  they  must 
establish  toll  gatea  and  toll  collectors  on  ihcm.  They 
must  alao  possess  the  jurisdiction  and  contrul  over  them; 
and,  consequenltr,  must  establish  courts,  and  appoint 
officers,  to  enforoe  the  acts  of  Congress,  in  the  exeicise 
of  their  jurisdiction  over  them.  If  Congress  hsve  the 
power,  without  the  consent  of  the  Slates,  to  make  these 
roads,  llicy  must  exercise  kll  the  iurisdictioa  and  power 
above  enumerated,  in  exclusion  of  the  State  authorities. 
Thift  must  be  the  necessary  consequence,  if  theyhaie 
the  power,  in  the  first  instance,  to  make  the  roads.  I 
believe  that  there  is  no  American  citizen  wiio  would  be 
williitg  to  aee  the  United  States  assume  and  exercise  the 
exclukive  jurisdiction  and  control  over  these  national  Im- 
provements, and  deprive  the  Statea  of  their  constitution- 
al sovereignty  and  righlf  within  the  limits  of  their  own 
territory. 

I  have  heard  intelligent  gentlemen  contend,  that  if  the 
United  States  had  the  power  to  make  the  nationtil  road 
mt  all,  Ibe^  would  have  it  as  well  without  as  with  the 
coiiKnt  of  the  Statea  through  which  ihe  roul  may  pns>. 


I  consider  this  position  to  be  without  foundation,  and  un- 
tenable. .  A  Slate  has  the  power  and  right  to  admit  any 
individual  or  set  of  men  to  expend  their  money  in  the 
Slate,  in  aucb  way  cr  manner  aa  the  State  may  think  prop- 
er and  ri^t.  VVe  see  companies  frequently  incorpora- 
ted by  State  authority  to  make  roads,  canals,  and  such 
improvements.  They  act  under  the  authority  of  the 
State.  They  may  be  considered  the  agents  or  servants 
of  Ihe  State,  as  they  act  under  the  control  and  laws  of 
the  State,  and  not  by  tbeir  own  authority.  In  the  same 
manner,  when  the  State  gives  her  consent  to  the  Gene- 
ral Goveinment  to  make  a  road  within  the  limits  of  the 
SUte,  the  United  Statea  acta  not  by  its  own  authority, 
but  by  the  power  and  authority  delegated  to  it  by  the 
Sute  Government.  The  General  Governii|^nt  aet  under 
the  suthority  of  the  State,  and,  like  all  olbcr  agents,  can 
not  transcend  the  power  given. 

This  view  of  the  subject  ia  demonstrated  by  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  passed 
I  in  November,  180%  which  is  in  the  following  words,  to 
wit  I 

**  Tliat  this  State  do  hereby  give  and  grant  their  full 
approbation  and  consent  that  the  Congresa  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  may  appropriate,  towards  repairing  and 
keeping  in  repair  the  post  roads,  or  any  one  or  more  of 
them,  within  this  Stale,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  ss 
{  they  in  their  wisdom  may  deem  right,  and  to  lay  out  and 
upply  the  same  to  said  purpose,  in  any  manner  they  by 
law  dircel:  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contamed 
ahall  extend,  or  may  be  conitnied  to  extend,  to  aolho- 
rize  Congress  to  pass  any  law  for  the  changing  the  direc- 
tion  of  the  roads,  or  any  of  them,  as  now  established,  or 
to  auihorixe  them  to  pass  a  law  for  the  opening  of  a  new 
road." 

The  above-recited  act  gives  a  conalrucltoo  to  the  con- 
sliiutiunal  power  of  Congress,  and  demonstrates  Ihe  po- 
sition that  Congress  is  governed  in  its  action  on  this  sub- 
ject by  the  authority  of  the  State  Government. 

This  view  of  the  subject  is  also  fortified  by  Congress 
transferring  Ihe  national  road  to  Ihe  States  east  of  the 
Ohio,  throtigh  which  the  road  ptssea.  Congress,  by 
this  act,  dleclBlma  the  jurisdiction  and  exclusive  control 
over  this  rosil,  and  transfers  all  her  claim  to  it  to  the  re- 
spective Stales  in  which  it  is  located.  This  ii  an  ac- 
knowledgment that  the  General  Government  hod  not 
the  power  or  jurisdiction  over  this  improvement,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  State  Governments.  It  is  a  principle, 
acknowledged  by  all,  that  the  construction  and  expo«- 
lion  given  to  a  law  or  to  a  constitution,  at  or  near  the  time 
the  law  or  constitution  was  made,  Is  of  greater  force  and 
validity  than  a  construction  given  at  any  other  time. 

In  1806,  which  is  not »  great  length  of  time  after  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  was  adopted,  an  act  of 
Congress  passed  on  this  very  subject,  and  gave  a  con- 
struction to  that  instrument.  This  is  the  first  act  which 
was  passed  on  Ihe  subject,  and  it  is  the  act  that  estab- 
lislied  tlie  Cumberland  or  national  road. 

I  will  read  to  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  part  of  Ihe  act  of 
Congress,  which  requirea  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  Slate  through  which 
ttiia  road  was  to  be  located.  Commissioners  were  lo 
be  appointed  by  this  sett  and,  on  their  report,  the  duty 
of  the  President  Is  prescribed  in  the  following  act  of 
Congress,  to  wit: 

"  Wliich  report  the  President  is  hertby  authorized  to 
accept  or  reject,  in  the  whole  or  in  part.  If  iic  accept% 
he  is  hereby  further  authorized  and  requested  to  pursue 
such  measures  ss  in  his  opinion  shall  be  proper,  l»  ob- 
tain consent,  for  making  the  road,  of  the  Stale  *  r  Slates 
ihrottgh  which  the  ssme  has  been  laid  outt  which  con- 
sent being  obtained,  he  is  further  authorized  to  take 
prompt  and  effectiuil  measures  to  caiwe  said  ruad  to  be 
made  through  the  whole  i^^yfTteJiClftOO^l^  P"'^ 
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of  the  ume  he  ihall  jwlge  most  conducive  to  the  public 
good,  htving  reference  to  the  lum  apprt^riated  Fur  the 
purpose." 

In  (he  execution  of  the  above  recited  set  of  Congrest, 
and  in  the  performance  of  his  duly  under  it.  Pretident 
Jefferson  addressed  the  following  message  to  Congress: 

**  7h  the  Senate  and  thutt  of  li^traenUUiwei  of  the  Uni- 
ted StaUti 

"  In  execution  of  the  act  of  tlie  last  an«on  of  Con- 
press  entitled  '  An  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out  and 
making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land,  to  the  Slate  of  Ohio,*  I  appointed  Thomas  Moore, 
of  Maryland,  Joseph  Kerr,  of  Ohio,  and  Eli  Williams,  of 
UBryfaiid,  ct^miaaioners  to  )a^  out  the  said  road,  and  to 
perform  the  other  duties  aasigncd  to  them  by  the  act. 
The  prepress  vbieli  tliey  made  in  the  execution  of  the 
work,  durinjp  the  last  fctsion,  will  appear  in  their  report 
now  communicated  to  Congress.  On  the  receipt  of  it, 
I  look  measurea  to  obtain  consent  for  making  the  road, 
of  the  States,  of  Pennaylvanta,  Maryland,  and  Virginia, 
through  which  (he  commissioners  propoaed  lo  lay  it  out. 
I  hare  received  acts  of  the  Legislatures  of  Maryland  and 
Virgipia,  giving  the  consent  desircdt  that  of  Pennsylva- 
nia has  the  subject  still  under  eun^denilion,  as  is  sup- 
posed. Until  I  receive  full  consent  to  t  free  choice  of 
route  through  the  wlide  disUnce,  I  have  Ihou^t  it 
ttfest  neither  to  accept  nor  reject,  finally,  the  partial 
report  of  the  commissioners.  Some  matters  suggested 
in  the  report  belong  exclusively  to  the  L'-gislature. 

TH.  JKFPERSON. 

Ja»ca«t31,  1807." 

It  is  almost  iiseleu  to  observe  that  no  person  ever 
Ktood  higher  for  splendid  talents,  and  for  a  complete 
bikI  prrfect  knowledge  of  our  constitution  and  the  na- 
ture of  our  Government,  than  President  Jefferson  did) 
and  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  have  the  **  full  consent" 
of  the  Statea  '*  to  a  free  choice  of  the  route,  through 
the  whole  distance,"  before  he  could  cause  the  rmd 
to  be  made. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  (rouble  (he  House  with  only  a 
few  of  the  acts  of  the  St^ie  Governments  in  which  (his 
ruad  was  located. 

The  following  is  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  which  pasaed  4th  January,  ISO?*,  and  fully 
rec(^nitcs  the  pruiciple  that  (he  General  Government 
has  no  power  tu  make  the  Improvement  without  the 
•'consent"  of  the  Slate: 

"Whereas  a  law  passed  the  Cnnf^rrss  of  (he  Uiiitrd 
Stales  on  the  39th  of  March,  1806,  directing  the  laying 
out  ot  a  road  from  Cumberland,  on  the  Puiomac  river, 
to  the  Ohioi  and  the  consent  of  this  State  being  necea> 
aary  (o  the  opening  of  the  same,  to  for  as  it  may  run  with- 
in her  limits,  (liereforp, 

**  Be  it  matted  by  the  Gmeral  Jtumblj/  of  Marj/ktnd, 
1'hat  it  shall  be  lawful,  and  the  full  and  entire  consent  of 
(he  State  of  Mar) land  is  hrreby  given  to  the  opening 
and  impruvinK  "le  same:  and  the  president  of  llic  Uni> 
led  Sls'ea  ia  hereby  authorized  (o  cause  the  said  road  (u 
be  laid  uu%  opened,  and  improved,  in  such  way  and 
manner  as  by  the  before-recited  act  of  Congress  is  re- 
quired anil  direcie.l.'* 

An  ac(  passed  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of 
I'MinsylvMnia  on  (he  9ib  April,  807,  on  this  subject, 
ami  is  as  fullowp,  lo  wit: 

■■That  the  President  cf  (he  United  Slates  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  atilliurized  to  cauie  so  much  %\  the  Anid  road 
as  will  be  in  this  State  (o  be  npened  bo  far  as  it  may  be 
necessary  the  same  should  pa>s  through  this  State,  and  (o 
c.use  the  said  road  to  be  made,  rrguUted,  snd  comple- 
ted, within  the  limits  and  fceordiiig  to  (he  Intent  and 
mtsniOK  of  the  bifoie.rtci'rd  act  of  Coigrim  in  re- 
lation thereto." 


Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  trouble  the  House  by  readiag 
any  of  the  acta  or  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembliet 
of  the  Slates  of  Virginia,  Ohio,  or  Indiana,  tlinugli 
wbieb  thte  road  passes.  It  will  be  fouod,  on  examinstisa, 
that  the  consent  of  all  the  States,  from  onccndDf  tlus 
road  to  the  other,  has  been  a^ven  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  construct  the  road,  before  the  United  States 
commenced  it.  It  seems  to  me  there  cannot  exists 
doubt  in  (Ite  mind  of  any  one  that  will  examine  the  «b- 
ject  altenlively,  and  see  the  course  of  the  Generd  Got- 
ernment  and  of  the  Stales  also  on  this  subject,  that  Con- 
gress has  not  the  cooslitutional  pt>wcr  to  force  aa  im- 
provement of  tbia  character  on  any  State. 

If  Congreu  assume  this  power,  and  exerctae  it,  Sbte 
rights  and  State  sovereignty  might  be  prostrated.  If 
Conttress  can  force  a  riwd  on  a  State  four  rods  wide,  it 
can  force  into  a  Slate  one  of  forty  miles  wide,  and  oiud 
of  neccuity  exercise  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  it.  This 
would  be  unreasonable,  and  destructive  to  our  system  of 
government,  [t  would  have  a  tendency  to  the  fmnt- 
tion  of  a  consofidsted  Government,  whi^  would  dcttniy 
State  rigtitsand  State  Governments. 

The  President,  in  b's  U(e  mesvage  of  Decent, 
1836,  recognises  ihis  principle  where  he  says  that  "Tbe 
great  struggle  was  begun  against  (bat  lalitudinanan  cos- 
Etruclion  of  the  cunstituiion,  which  authorizes  the  ualioi. 
ited  appropriation  of  llie  revenue  of  the  Union  to  inter- 
nal improvement  within  the  Stalest  tending  to  invetf  ta 
the  hands  and  place  under  the  control  of  the  General 
Government  all  the  principal  road*  and  canals  of  tbe 
country,  in  violation  of  Stale  rights  and  in  denigatioii  of 
State  authority." 

This  principle  being  demunB(rated,  that  Congrrsabu 
no  power  to  make  these  works  without  the  "coasem" 
of  the  Stale  in  which  they  are  located,  tb»  neceoaty 
consequence  ta — growing  out  of  the  above  resolutioa— 
that  (he  national  road  must  cross  the  Hiaslsaippi  nver  at 
Alton,  in  the  Stale  of  Illinois.  If  the  road  does  not  cron 
the  river  al  Alton^  the  consent  of  (he  State  is  given  is 
locate  it  "  at  no  other  point."  It  is  proper  and  right  to 
mention  that  there  is  a  contest  between  the  States  of  Il- 
linois and  Missouri  about  the  location  of  thia  road.  Tbe 
State  of  Illinois,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  is  unaaimwa 
in  her  resolution  to  locate  it  at  Altont  and  the  repreieal- 
ativca  of  the  people  of  Hiasouri  widi  it  located  so  a*  ta 
cross  the  Hiuissippi  at  St.  Louis,  io  that  State. 

The  people  of  Illinois  entertain  no  unfriendly  feeBnp 
towards  the  State  of  Missouri  or  the  city  of  SI.  Looil. 
We  sre  proud  of  (he  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  State 
and  of  their  city,  but  we  are  not  ao  friendly  to  then  u 
lo  advance  iheir  interests  to  (he  disparagement  and  de- 
struction of  our  own  rights  and  interests.  We  do  "oat 
love  CK«ir  leas,  but  Rome  more." 

We,  the  people  of  lUinois,  connder  it  our  dnty  fo  sd* 
vanee  our  own  happiness  and  interest,  when  tt  is  not  to 
do  an  injury  or  wrong  to  the  Slate  of  Hiaaouri  or  lo  tbe 
United  SUIes.  We  do  not  wish  to  injure  St.  Loui^ 
but  we  are  anxious  lo  advance  our  own  State  and  Alton. 

A(  a  recent  election,  under  a  statute  law  of  tbe  Stale 
of  Illinois,  a  vote  was  taken  for  the  location  of  (be  seat 
of  Government  of  the  Stale,  and  Alton  received  BWfe 
votes  than  any  other  ptaeei  by  which  pioceeding  It  is  l^ 
most  certain  that  Alton  will  become  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  Slate;  and  as  the  policy  of  the  SUtet  througll 
which  the  n&lional  road  passes,  and  that  also  of  tbe  Gn- 
eral  Guvernment,  is  to  locate  it  so  as  to  pass  the  teslin 
Ihc  State  Governments,  this  policy  will,  I  hi-pe,  be  ex- 
tended to  Illinois  as  well  as  to  other  Stales.  Alton  ii 
one  of  the  most  flourishing  and  commercial  towns  in  tbe 
S'ate  of  Illinois.  I  am  informed  that  it  and  its  enviroM 
contain  s  population  of  four  or  five  thousand  loblsi  sin 
I  know  it  is  lalhcr  increasing  Iu-i}opulatiot|,  bunnn^ 
and  importance.  Aixb^^fe'^^fecrgfe****^ 
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«9  great  a  popuUlion  as  St.  Louis  yet  there  is  in  the 
State  of  Itlinois  an  'immense  number  of  people  more 
than  in  the  State  of  Miuouri,  which  ought  to  be  astrong 
argument  in  favor  of  the  State  of  lllinoia. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  almost  unnecesaary  for  me  to  state 
to  tbis  House,  at  this  time,  that  the  national  road  has  been 
located  no  further  west  than  to  Vanclalia,  the  seat  of 
iiovernment  of  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  the  resolution 
before  us  gives  the  consent  of  the  State  to  continue  it  in 
that  State  to  Alton,  towards  its  ultimate  destination,  Jef- 
fervon  city,  in  the  State  of  Miasourii  and,  judging  from 
the  best  information  1  can  ubtain,  the  route  by  Alton* 
IVom  Vandalia  to  JeflTerion  city,  will  be  found,  on  actual 
survey,  to  be  the  beat  and  shortest,  for  the  continuation 
or  the  road. 

If  this  rrs(»lulion  ffave  the  consent  of  the  State  to 
cross  the  Mississippi  river  at  a  point  entirely  out  of  the 
direction  from  Vandalia  to  JelTerson  city,  then  I  would 
say  it  wms  unreasonable,  and  ought  not  to  be  urKed  on 
the  consideration  of  this  House.  On  sucli  occasion,  I 
should  regret  to  find  myself  advocating  a' course  of  pol- 
icy so  absurd  and  unjust.  But  when  I  am  clearly  aatis- 
fietl  that  the  route  by  Alton  is  the  nearest  and  best  from 
Vandalia  to  JefTerson  city,  and  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment will  take  into  consideration  the  will,  interest, 
and  **  consent"  of  the  Slate,  in  the  location  of  this  road, 
I  reel  a  conscious  rectitude  in  my  course,  and  will  pur- 
sue it,  *' uncaring  of  consequences." 

I  consider  it  my  duty  to  pursue  this  course  at  this  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  in  conformity  (o  the  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  in  accordance  to  the  voice  of  the 
people,  expressed  in  a  meeting  had  on  the  occasion. 
The  proceedings  of  Ibis  meeting  were  printed  and  laid 
on  the  table  of  each  member. 

Having  finltbed  my  remark!  on  this  resolution,  I  move 
to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Honds  and  Canals. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Missouri,  inquired  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  if  his  motion  to  refer  was  intended 
also  to  embrace  instructions  to  the  committee  to  report 
a  bill  in  purauance  of  the  resolutions  presented}  be- 
cause, if  so,  Mr.  H.  wished  to  hare  an  opportunity  of 
replying  to  the  gentleman. 

Hr.  REYNOLDS  replied  that  his  motion  did  not 
embrace  instructions. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  then  agreed  to. 

TEXAS. 

The  following  mesMge  was  received  from  the  Pl^si- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates,  by  the  hands  of  Amdiiw 
Jackson,  Jr.,  his  private  secretary; 

7b  ihe  Nmue  of  Jkpreientaiiva  tf,  S. 

During  the  last  seauon,  information  was  given  to  Con- 
gress, by  the  Executive,  that  measures  had  been  taken 
to  ascertain  "the  political,  military,  and  civil  condition  of 
Texas."  1  now  submit,  for  your  consideration,  extracts 
from  the  report  uf  the  agent  who  had  been  appointed  to 
collect  it,  relative  to  the  condition  of  that  country. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Executive  towards 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texas;  and 
the  whole  subject  would  have  been  left  without  further 
remark,  on  the  information  now  given  to  Congress, 
were  it  not  that  the  two  Houses,  at  their  last  session, 
acting  srparately,  passed  resolutions  "  ihat  the  independ- 
ence of  Texts  ought  to  be  acknowledged  by  the  United 
States^  whenever  salisfactory  information  should  be  re- 
ceived that  it  had  in  successful  nperation  a  civil  Govern- 
ment, capable  of  performing  the  duties  and  fulfilling;  the 
obligations  of  an  independent  Power."  This  mark  of 
interest  in  the  question  ufihe  independence  of  Texas, 
and  indication  of  the  views  of  Congress,  make  it  proper 
that  1  should,  somewhat  in  detail,  present  the  considera- 
tiofis  that  have  governed  the  Executive  in  continuing  to 
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occupy  the  ground  previously  taken  in  the  contest  be- 
tween Mexico  and  Texas. 

The  acknowledgment  of  a  new  Slate  as  independent, 
and  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  family  of  nations,  is  at  alt 
times  an  act  of  great  delicacy  and  responsibility;  but 
more  especially  so  when  such  State  has  forcibly  separa- 
ted itself  from  another,  of  which  it  had  formed  an  integral 
part,  and  which  still  claims  dominion  over  it.  A  pre- 
mature recognition,  under  these  circumstances,  if  no, 
looked  upon  as  justifiable  cause  of  war,  ia  always  liable 
to  be  regarded  as  a  proof  of  sn  unfriendly  spirit  to  ona 
of  tlie  contending  parties.  All  qiuestions  relative  to  the 
government  of  foreign  nations,  whether  of  the  old  or  the 
new  work),  have  been  treated  by  the  United  States  as 
<|uestion8  of  fact  onlyt  and  our  predeceasors  have  cau- 
tiouslyabstaincd  from  deciding  upon  them  until  theclear- 
est  evidence  was  in  their  possession,  to  enable  them  not 
only  to  decide  correctly,  but  to  shield  their  decisions 
from  every  unworthy  imputation.  In  all  the  contests 
that  have  arisen  out  of  the  revolutions  of  Frsnce,  out  of 
the  disputes  relating  to  the  crowns  of  Portugsl  snd 
Spain,  out  of  the  revolutionary  movements  in  those  king- 
doms, out  of  the  separation  of  the  American  poasessions 
of  both  from  the  European  Governments,  and  out  of  the 
numerous  and  constantly  occurring  struggles  for  domin- 
ion in  Spanish  America,  so  wisely  consistent  with  our 
just  principles  has  been  the  action  of  our  Government, 
that  we  have,  uyder  the  most  critical  circumstance^ 
avoided  all  censure,  and  encountered  no  other  evil  than 
that  produced  by  a  transient  estrangement  of  good  will 
in  those  against  whom  we  have  been,  by  force  of  evi< 
dence,  compelled  to  decide. 

It  has  thus  been  made  known  to  the  world  that  tlie 
uniform  policy  and  practice  of  the  United  States  is,  to 
avmd  all  interference  in  disputes  which  merely  relate  to 
the  internal  govemnaent  of  other  nations,  and  eventually 
to  recognise  the  authority  of  the  prevailing  party,  with- 
out reference  to  our  particular  interests  and  views,  or  to 
the  merilB  of  the  original  controversy.  Public  opinion 
here  is  so  firmly  established  and  well  understood  in  favor 
of  this  policy,  that  no  aerioua  disagreement  has  ever 
arisenaniong  ourselves  In  relation  to  it,  although  brought 
undeMlview  in  a  variety  of  forms,  and  at  periods  when 
themii^sof  the  people  were  greatly  excited  by  the 
agitation  of  topics  purely  domestic  in  their  character. 
Nor  has  any  deliberate  inquiry  ever  been  instituted  in 
Congress,  or  in  any  of  our  legislative  bodies,  as  to  whom 
belonged  the  power  of  originally  recogniaing  a  new 
State— a  power  the  exercise  of  which  is  equivalent,  un- 
der some  circumstances,  to  a  declaration  uf  war— «  pow- 
er nowhere  expressly  delegated,  and  only  granted  in  the 
constitution,  as  it  is  necessarily  involved  in  some  of  the 
great  powers  given  to  Conprressj  in  that  given  to  the 
President  and  Senate  to  form  treaties  with  foreijpi  Pow- 
ers, and  to  appoint  ambassadors  and  other  public  raiois* 
ters;  and  In  that  conferred  upon  the  Prendenl  to  re- 
ceive ministers  from  furngii  naliuns. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  it  is  distinctly  intimated  that  the  expe- 
diency ofrecognising  the  independence  of  Tens  should 
be  len  to  the  decision  of  Congress.  In  this  view,  on  the 
ground  of  expediency,  I  am  disposed  to  concurj  and  do 
not,  therefore,  consider  it  necessary  to  express  any  opin- 
ion as  to  the  strict  constitutional  right  of  the  Executive, 
either  apart  from  or  in  conjunction  with  the  Senate, 
over  the  subject.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  on  no  fiiture 
occasion  will  a  dispute  arise,  as  none  bss  heretofore  oc- 
curred, between  the  Executive  and  Legislature,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  power  of  recognition.  It  will  always  be 
conudered  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
and  most  aafe,  that  it  ahould  be  exercised,  when  probably 
leading  to  war,  with  a  previous  understanding  with  that 
budy  by  whom  war  can  alone  be  d^^I^^^M^^vhoia 
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all  Ihe  provUions  for  susUioing  its  ptrila  must  be  fur- 
nished. _  Its  SMbmisaion  to  Congress,  whicb  represents  id 
one  of  its  branches  the  States  of  this  Union,  and  in  the 
other  the  people  of  the  United  States,  where  there  may 
be  reasonable  ground  to  apprehend  as  grave  a  conse- 
quence, would  certainty  afford  the  fullest  sstisrsclion  to 
our  own  country,  and  a  perfect  guarantee  to  all  other  na- 
tions, of  the  justice  and  prudence  of  the  measures  whicb 
might  be  adopted. 

In  making  these  suggestions,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
relieve  myself  from  the  responsibility  of  expreumg  my 
own  opinions  of  the  course  the  interests  of  our  country 
prescribe,  and  its  honor  permits  us  to  follow. 

ft  is  scarcely  to  be  imagined  that  a  question  of  tbii 
character  could  be  presented,  in  relation  to  which  it 
would  bp  more  diSicult  for  the  United  States  to  avoid 
exciting  the  Euspicion  and  jealousy  of  other  Powers,  and 
maintain  their  established  character  for  fair  and  impar- 
tial dealing.  But  on  this,  as  on  every  trying  occasion, 
safety  is  to  be  found  in  a  rigid  adherence  to  principle. 

In  the  contest  between  Spain  and  her  revohed  colo- 
nies we  stood  aloof,  and  waited  not  only  until  the  abiljly 
of  the  new  States  to  protect  themselves  was  fully  estab- 
lished, hut  until  the  danger  of  their  being  again  subjuga. 
ted  had  eniirely  passed  away.  Tben»  and  not  till  then, 
were  they  recognised.  Such  was  our  course  in  regard  to 
Mexico  herself.  I'he  same  policy  was  observed  in  all 
the  disputes  growing  f>ut  of  the  separation  into  distinct 
Governments  of  those  Spanikh  Americah  States  who  be- 
gan or  carried  on  (he  contest  with  the  parent  country, 
united  under  one  form  of  government.  We  acknowl- 
edged the  separate  independence  of  New  Grenads,  of 
Venezuela,  and  of  Ecuador,  only  after  their  independent 
existence  was  no  longer  a  subject  of  dispute,  or  was  ac- 
tually acquiesced  in  by  those  with  whom  ibey  had  been 
previously  united.  It  ia  true  that,  with  regard  to  Texaa, 
the  civil  authority  of  Mexico  bu  been  expelled,  it^  in- 
vading army  defeated,  and  the  chief  of  the  republic 
himBclf  captured,  and  all  present  power  to  control  the 
newly  organized  Oovcrnmeni  of  Texas  annihilated  with- 
in ill  confines.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is,  in  ap- 
pearance at  least,  an  immense  disparity  of  physical  force 
on  the  side  of  Mexico.  The  Hex'can  republic,  under 
another  Executive,  is  rallying  its  forces  under,  a  new 
leader,  and  menacing  a  fresh  Invasion  to  recover  its  lost 
dominion. 

Upon  Ihe  issue  of  Ibis  threatened  invasion,  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas  may  be  considered  as  suspended] 
and  were  there  nothing  peculiar  in  Ihe  relative  situation 
of  the  United  States  and  Texas,  our  acknowledgment 
of  its  independence  at  such  a  criaii  could  acarcely  be  re- 
garded as  consistent  with  that  prudent  reserve  with 
whicb  we  have  heretofore  held  ourselves  bound  to  treat 
all  nmilar  questions.  But  there  are  circumstances  in  the 
relations  of  the  two  countries  which  require  us  to  act,  on 
tbia  occasion,  with  even  more  than  our  wonted  caution. 
Tem  was  once  claimed  as  a  part  of  our  properly,  and 
there  are  those  among  our  citizens  who,  always  reluctant 
to  abandon  that  claim,  cannot  but  regard  with  aulicilude 
the  prospect  of  Ihe  reunion  of  the  territory  to  this  coun- 
try. A  large  proportion  of  its  civilized  inhabitants  are  emi- 
grants from  the  United  States;  speak  the  same  language 
with  ourselves)  cherish  the  same  principles,  political  and 
religiouat  and  are  bound  to  many  of  our  citizens  by 
ties  of  friendship  and  kindred  bloodi  and,  more  than  all, 
it  is  known  that  the  people  of  that  country  have  institu- 
ted the  Hune  fimn  of  government  with  our  ownt  and 
have,  aince  the  close  of  your  last  session,  openly  resolved, 
on  the  acknowledgment  by  us  of  their  independence, 
to  seek  admission  into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  Federal 
States.  This  last  circumstance  it  a  matter  of  peculiar  deli- 
cacy, and  forces  upon  us  considerations  of  the  gravest, 
character.  The  title  ol  Texas  to  the  territory  stie  claims 


is  identified  wiUi  her  independence!  she  asks  us  to  ac- 
knowledge tliat  title  to  the  territory,  with  an  avowed  de> 
sign  to  treat  immediately  of  its  transfer  to  the  United 
SlHtea.  It  becomes  us  to  beware  of  a  too  early  tnove- 
ment,  as  it  might  subject  us,  however  unju&tly,  to  the  im- 

Sutation  of  seeking  to  establish  the  claim  of  our  ncigti- 
ors  to  a  territory,  with  a  view  tn  its  subsequent  acqui- 
sition by  ourselves.  Prudence,  therefore,  seems  to  dic- 
tate that  we  should  still  stand  aloof,  and  maintain  our 
present  attitude,  if  not  until  Mexico  itself,  or  one  of  the 
great  foreign  Powers,  shall  recognise  the  independence 
of  the  new  Government,  at  least  until  the  Ispse  of  time 
or  the  course  of  events  shall  have  proved,  beyond  cavil 
or  dispute,  the  ability  of  the  people  of  that  country  to 
maintain  their  separate  sovereignly,  and  to  uphold  tbe 
Governmei>t  conatituted  by  them.  Neither  of  the  con- 
tending parties  can  Justly  complain  of  this  course.  By 
pursuing  it,  we  are  but  carrying  out  the  long-estsbltkhed 
policy  of  our  Guvernment — a  policy  «  hich  has  secured  to 
uk  respect  and  infiuence  abroad,  and  inspired  confidence 
at  home. 

Having  thus  discharged  my  duty,  by  presenting  with 
simplicity  and  directness  the  views  which,  after  much 
reflection,  I  have  been  led  to  take  of  this  important  sub- 
ject, I  have  only  to  add  tbe  expression  of  oiy  confidence 
that,  if  Congress  shall  differ  with  me  upon  it,  their 
judgment  will  be  the  result  of  dispassionate,  prudent, 
and  wise  deliberation)  with  tbe  assurance  thai,  during 
the  ^ort  time  I  shall  continue  connected  with  tbe  Gov- 
ernment, 1  shall  promptly  and  cordially  unite  with  you 
in  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  bekt  fitted  to  in- 
crease the  prosperity  and  perpetuate  the  peace  of  our 
favored  country. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WAsaiiteTOiri  deermier  31, 1836. 

The  reading  of  the  message  having  been  concluded, 

Ur.  HOWARD  moved  that  the  same,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  that  Ibey  he  printedi  which  mo- 
tion prevsiled. 

Hr.  BUIUCS  then  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies  «f 
the  message  and  documents  be  printed. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEABCK  moved  30,000. 

Under  the  rule,  the  motion  would  lie  over  one  d^, 
but,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  it  was  cow 
taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  PICKENS  expressed  himself  favorable  to  the  mo- 
tion to  print  an  extra  number  of  copies,  and  took  occs> 
sion  to  say  that,  in  referring  the  same  to  the  CommiUce 
on  Foreign  Affair*,  be  hoped  it  bad  been  distinctly  bb. 
derstood  that  a  report  was  to  be  had  at  as  ear^  a  pc  riod  as 
possible.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  reference  to  that 
committee,  for  he  considered  and  recoguised  it  as  repre- 
senting the  doQiinant  party  who  wire  about  lo  rule  the 
dtaliniea  of  this  nation.  The  subject  «  as  a  most  impor- 
tant one,  and  he  hoped  the  con.miitec  would  assume  tbe 
responsibility  of  issuing  a  report  as  early  aa  night  pos. 
aihly  suit  their  convenience. 

Hr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  objected  to  the  prlnliagrf 
30,000  copies.  He  bad  been  in  hopes  thai,  at  this  ses. 
siun,  the  House  was  about  lu  commence  iis  duties  with 
a  determination  ol  brit  ging  ihe  expenses  of  printing,  sad 
the  other  expenaea  ut  the  Government,  to  somediiif 
like  what  they  were  ten  or  twelve  years  agO{  and,  with 
this  view,  he  liad  been  disposed,  at  the  time  that  15,000 
copies  of  the  documents  accompanying  the  annual  nes- 
ssgc  of  the  President  had  been  ordered,  to  submit  to  lbs 
House  whether  it  was  expedient  or  proper  to  go  lo  that 
expense  for  the  purpose  of  circulating  those  documeats. 

Heretolorr,  on  another  occaaiun,  be  bad  remarked 
that,  previous  lo  the  jesr  1839,  there  were  never  more 
than  five  thousand  copies  of  any  public  document  oidcr* 
cd  to  be  printed.   g«W  X'C^gfe"* 
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number.  At  the  lut  seasion  of  Congress,  the  Houie 
hsd  ordered  some  twenty  thousand  copies  of  the  Presi- 
dent's  messwe  and  the  aecontpanying  documents  to  be 
printed)  and  at  what  period  were  they  circulated  over 
the  eountryf  Not  until  tpringi  and  be  questioned 
whether  all  of  them  were  even  delivered  then.  The 
House  had*  at  thii  tesrionf  ordered  fifteen  thousand  cop* 
ies  of  the  meesaget  and  how  many  of  that  number  had 
been  delivered  to  the  members  of  the  House?  Not  more 
than  six — he  thouvht  not  more  than  five.  And  these 
TOydoenments  had  now  been  returned  here,  printed  by 
the  country  nevapapert,  before  ail  the  copies  ordered 
by  this  House  had  been  received. 

He  was  desirous,  on  tbit  as  on  all  other  oecuionSf  to 
lay  all  important  documents  before  the  people,  and  he 
cared  not  bow  widely  they  were  disseminsted,  when 
there  was  any  apparent  necessity  for  so  doing.  In  such 
cues  he  was  disposed  to  go  to  the  utmost  extent  in  dls* 
•eminsting  information)  but  be  drew  a  wide  diatinotton 
between  supporting  a  publio  press  and  disKininating  in* 
formation  among  the  people. 

He  agreed  with  other  gentlemen,  that  this  was  an  im- 
portant docuinentt  and  if  it  were  of  so  lengthy  a  charac* 
ter  as  not  to  admit  of  its  general  republication  amongst 
the  newspapers  of  the  country,  he  was  wilting,  so  hr  as 
the  expense  was  concerned,  to  vote  any  sum  to  comma- 
nictle  the  information  it  contained.  But  could  it  be 
doubted  that,  before  a  tenth  part  of  these  20,000  copies 
were  delivered,  every  member  would  receive  papera 
from  his  own  district  containing  the  same  document?  It 
■eenoed  to  him  that  the  House  ought  to  come  to  some 
understanding  on  this  subject  of  printing)  and  that  they 
ought  not,  because  a  document  was  important,  to  print 
so  large  an  extra  number  of  copies,  when  it  was  consid- 
ered that  the  information  was  not  disseminated  through 
them,  but  bymeena  of  the  newspaper  press.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  bring  the  expenses  of  this  department 
back  to  what  they  had  formerly  been.  He  was  wilfing 
to  vote  for  10,000  copies,  bat  for  no  higher  number. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PBARCE,  in  replying  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  remarked  that,  about  two  years  ago,  some 
flfiy  thousand  eoplea  bad  been  printed  of  an  oration 
which  had  been  delivered  by  an  honorable  member  of 
that  Hotise,  [Mr.  Avaks,]  on  a  very  important  tubjecti 
he  alluded  to  the  Eulogy  on  Lafayette.  Probably  deli- 
cy  ahouid  prevent  his  (Mr.  P'l)  saying  (hat  that  was  a 
work  of  the  first  order  of  talent,  and  of  iterllng  merit. 

He  was  not  aware  that  any  man  who  voted  for  the 
prinlfng  of  that  vast  number  of  copies  had  been  rebuked 
or  upbraided  by  his  comtituenlsj  but  that  was  a  subject 
referring  to  things  which  had  taken  place  many  years 
•got  to  the  eetioni  of  a  distinguished  individual,  now 
paased  away  from  the  theatre  of  human  affairs,  and  to 
ectioni  performed  by  him  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
The  matter,  however,  which  was  now  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  was  to  be  taken  in  a  pros- 
pective view;  it  was  tobe  taken  with  reference  to  future 
events  in  this  country)  and  the  House  was  to  view  this 
document  with  an  eye  to  things  that  were  to  come  here- 
after. What  dooument  could  be  more  important,  ^or 
where  could  there  be  one  to  which  their  attention  ought 
to  be  more  anxiously  directed  f 

Speaking  in  reference  to  those  whom  he  immediately 
represented,  he  would  say  that  there  was  not  a  man, 
woman,  or  child  over  twelve  years  of  oge,  in  the  State 
from  which  he  came,  who  had  not  exercised  some  mind 
upon  the  important  subject  to  which  this  document  had 
referenceiftndthe  question  now  wafs  whether  the  inform- 
•tion  which  this  message  contained  should  be  communi- 
cated to  them  or  not.  It  was  a  subject  in  relation  to 
which,  whatever  might  have  been  the  notions  of  the  mem* 
bers  of  that  House  at  the  last  seaaion  of  Congress,  wbat- 
erer  might  hare  been  the  feelinga  of  gealtenwn  repre- 


senting certain  portions  of  the  ITnion,  there  had  been  a 
change  of  opinion,  an  alteration  of  aentiment.  And 
whatever  might  have  been  the  surmises  and  conjectures 
as  to  what  would  be  the  course  of  the  distinguished  indi- 
vidual who  now  filled  the  executive  chair,  he  (Mr.  P.) 
presumed  that  those  surmises  and  conjectures  would  now 
be  found  to  have  been  without  foundation.  He  submit- 
ted to  the  House,  tlien,  that  this  was  no  ordinary  sub* 
jeet;  that  It  was  not  one  of  common  importance)  it  was, 
indeed,  of  more  importance  than  moit  of  the  subjects 
which  had  been  transmitted  to  Congress  for  its  consider- 
ation  during  the  present  session;  and  if  it  was  so,  should 
th^  withhold  from  their  constituents  the  iland  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States? 
It  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  petting  a  printer,  or  sup* 
porting  •  particular  press,  that  he  (Mr.  P.)  was  desirous 
of  increaung  the  number)  that  was  a  mere  bagatelle, 
compared  to  the  dissemination  of  the  information  coo* 
tained  in  the  document,  and  the  stand  which  had  beeo 
taken  by  this  Government  in  relation  to  the  alTairt  with 
Texas,  so  far,  at  least,  as  that  stand  could  be  inferred 
from  the  document  before  the  House.  Was  the  House 
to  square  its  notions  now  by  what  its  notions  were  in 
1829?  Was  the  country  now  what  it  was  at  that  period? 
Had  not  our  progress  been  onward?  Had  there  been 
no  expansion  of  settlement?  no  increase  of  population? 
But,  independent  of  all  such  considerations,  in  1829,  for 
want  of  the  facilities  which  existed  at  this  day,  six  week* 
would  have  been  consumed  in  the  tranamission  of  infor- 
mation which  could  now  be  communicated  in  three  or 
four  days;  then,  indeed,  these  documents  might  have  tain 
on  the  members'  tables  as  worthless  lumber.  Bat  now, 
by  means  of  railroads,  steamboats,  and  express  mails, 
information,  which  could  not  then  be  communicated  in 
tlx  weeks  can  now  be  sent  from  one  end  of  the  republic 
to  the  other  in  a  few  days.  View  the  document  pros- 
pectively, or  in  any  other  light,  there  was  no  subject  at 
this  particular  juncture  of  so  much  imporUncei  and 
should  that  House,  looking  merely  to  the  expense,  cause 
only  five  or  six  thousand  copies  to  be  printed,  thus  dis- 
tributing the  document  only  to  one  individual  in  every 
town  or  village?  Whereas,  by  printing  twenty  thousand, 
it  would  go  to  some  four  or  five  persons,  speaking,  at 
least,  of  some  of  the  States,  in  every  town,  village,  and 
hamlet.  He  contended,  then,  that  the  ordinary  rule  ap* 
plied  to  the  printing  of  public  documents  was  not  appli- 
cable to  this  case.  It,  might,  indeed,  be  said  that  the 
newspapers  would  publish  the  document)  but  it  was  one 
of  that  character  which  most  persons  would  wish  to  put 
on  file  for  preservation,  not  only  for  their  own  benw, 
but  for  that  of  those  who  may  succeed  them,  at  contain- 
ing the  views  of  the  President  of  the  United  Statea  at 
this  day.  Mr.  P.  hoped  that  the  motion  to  print  twenty 
thousand  copiei  would  prevail. 

Mr.  HOAR  expressed  his  accordance  with  the  general 
views  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  E. 
Whittlksit,]  on  the  subject  of  printing.  But  he  did 
not  concur  with  that  gentleman  in  the  opinion  that 
those  views  should  be  appHed  to  the  preaent  cue.  He 
(Mr.  H.)  considered  that  a  document  on  so  important  a 
subject,  and  coming  from  such  a  source,  should  be  dis- 
seminated as  widely  as  possible. 

The  subject  had  been  treated  by  the  President  m  a 
manner  highly  satisfactory  to  his  (Mr.  H'b)  views.  The 
statement  contained  in  the  document  should  be  in  the 
hands  of  every  man  in  the  country.  It  deserved  more 
than  a  cursory  reading;  it  deserved  to  be  printed  In  • 
form  tnited  to  ita  permanent  preservation.  Re  waa  In 
fitvor  of  printing  the  highest  number  proposed,  and  waa 
even  willing  to  vote  for  a  greater  number  than  that. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  was  not 
opposed  to  the  printing  of  the  proposed  number.  He 
WMWilKng  that  the  Ti^g.^,rf^lj«Q^5Qg.f^  of  the 
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■leMige  of  the  President  ihould  be  gireo  tu  ihe  world 
ftt  the  public  czpenie. 

He  wai  not  >t  all  lurpriscd  at  the  numbrr  propowd 
to  be  printed.  He  inuat  rather  commend  ihe  moderation 
of  those  opposed  to  him.  He  should  not  hare  been  tur* 
priaed  at  a  proposal  to  print  one  htindred  ihousanc),  nor, 
indeed,  to  print  it  on  satin,  which  had  been  heretofore 
done  (not  by  tins  House)  with  a  kindred  document,  and 
one  produced  by  the  same  influence  which  has  dictated 
Ihit  message.  Nor  wis  he  aurprised  at  the  hnaannahs 
with  which  this  message  had  been  received,  the  jny  and 
•loltatton  which  he  had  seen  manifebled,  by  gentlemen 
from  a  certain  section,  the  rapturous  plaudit^  the  enlhu- 
aiaattc  ezclamationa,  "Oh!  righteous  judge,  a  second 
Dsniel  come  to  judgment,"  by  lips  unused  to  such  ac- 
cents. It  was  to  be  expected*  sir,  from  that  strange, 
unnatural^  and  disastrous  (at  least  to  the  South  and 
West)  conjunction  upon  this  occasion  of  hitherto  most 
antagonist  elements.  He  bad  no  objrctitm  cither  to 
pleaae  these  who  had  a  taste  for  such  things,  and  whose 
latereat  and  »hoae  vocation  it  is — and  tbeir  vocation, 
because  it  is  their  interest — to  pronounce  eulogies  upon 
the  President.  He  had  only  risen  to>d>y  to  say,  that 
with  the  united  power  of  sectional  feelings,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  the  name  and  popularity  of  the  president  upon 
Ibeir  aide,  (bat  il  Memed  to  him  nothing  more  than  fair 
to  aak  of  gentlemen  not  to  seek  occasion  on  a  proposi- 
tion (o  print,  which  no  one  opposed,  further  to  forestall 
public  opinion  upon  this  subject.  Upon  a  fit  occasion, 
when  the  subject  came  fairly  before  the  House  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  he  had 
■omewhat  to  aay  upon  the  other  side  of  this  question. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  with  a  view  to  consume  no 
further  time  in  debate,  said  he  would  withdraw  his  oppo- 
allion  to  the  proposed  number  of  30,000  copies. 

Ur.  CRAIG  concurred  in  the  general  opinion  express- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  WBiTTLEsit;} 
but,  considering  Ihe  great  importance  of  the  subject, 
&e.,  and  Ihe  consequent  necessity  that  existed  for  giving 
the  document  the  moat  extensive  dissemination,  be  was 
in  fovor  of  the  motion  to  print  30,000  copies. 

Mr.  WISE  laid  that,  like  hia  friend  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Tbomfboit,]  he  would  vote  for  the  largest 
number  of  copies  to  be  printedt  but,  like  him  also,  he 
could  not  say  he  would  thus  vote  because  he  apjiroved 
the  message.  Fie  could  not  soy  cither  that  he  approved 
or  diaapproved  of  (he  messagei  and  why?  Because  he 
could  not,  like  some  gendemcn.  Judge  of  its  merits  by 
inatinet.  He  was  not  unfavorably  impressed  with  it,  to 
far  as  he  could  Judge  by  listening  to  (he  reading  of  it  by 
the  Cierkt  but  one  thing  he  would  ssy  in  advance,  that 
if,  under  the  semblance  of  great  moderation,  wiadum, 
and  prudence,  the  object  of  this  message  was  to  delay 
and  postpone  (he  hour  when  we  should  give  our  aid,  by 
the  light  of  our  countenance,  to  a  people  struggling  for 
human  rtghla  and  civil  liberty,  he  was  opposed  to  its 
object  and  policy  "totoe^th."  The  message  involved 
a  subject  of  tbe  deepest  interr^t,  important  in  (very  as- 
pect) imporunt  not  only  in  the  lij^ht  in  which  it  ia  usu- 
ally  considered,  as  touching  our  foreign  relationa,  but 
impurtant  aa  it  will  aflect  our  domestic  political  relationa. 
Gentlemen  are  well  aware  (hat  the  question  of  recogni- 
sing (he  independence  of  Ttxas  will,  whenever  it  cornea, 
divide  a  party  whose  motto  at  this  (ime  Is,  and  fur  some 
linie  to  come  will  be,  *' don't  divide."  This  question 
will  divide  many  of  both  parties  who  are  now  united. 
However  politic  il  might  be  for  parties  to  remain  united, 
he  was  not  fur  postponing  (he  hour  of  rrcngnising  (he 
claims  of  Texas  to  freedom  a  moment  beyond  what  real 
and  not  affected  wisdom  and  prudence  might  require. 
He  meant,  however,  only  to  say  (hat,  by  voting  lor  the 

KBateat  number  of  copies  of  the  message  to  be  printed, 
,  for  one,  did  not  mean  to  give  that  mcaaage  (he  sanc- 


tion of  his  humble  approbation  until  be  bad  read  il,  aiud- 
ied  il,  onderslood  precisely  its  objeeta  and  deiigns,  aad 
until  he  could  appreciate  its  immediate  and  ultinte  ef* 

fectii. 

Mr.  HOWARD  expressed  his  concurrence  with  tbe 
gentleman  from  Rhode  IsUnd,  who  made  the  motion  to 
print  30,000  copies  of  this  document.  He  considered 
there  onglit  to  be  a  large  number  printed  for  distnbutioa 
among  the  people  of  the  country.  He  also  concurred  ia 
opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  it  wsa 
impossible,  from  hearing  the  message  read,  lo  form  aa 
opinion  as  lo  its  merits.  It  saserled  a  principle  moat  ioi- 
portant,  and  required  to  be  acted  on  with  great  deliber- 
ationi  he  was  therefore  in  fisvor  of  distributing  it  to  the 
people  of  the  country,  so  that  they  might  hate  aa  ap- 
portunity  of  forming  an  opinion  (hereon. 

Mr.  BOON  observed  that  circunstances  very  fre- 
quently altered  cases.  He  was  aatmiiabed  to  hear  tbe 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Whittusit]  object  to  the 
printing  of  this  very  important  document.  It  would  be 
recollected  that  a  few  aeasions  back,  when  a  propoahioo 
was  made  to  print  a  certain  Post  OiBce  report,  the  print- 
ing of  a  solitary  number  of  which  would  coat  more  than 
a  thourand  copiea  of  Ibis  message,  that  gentlemen  did 
not  then  object  to  printing  large  numbers  of  ibe  doca- 
ment.  Now,  when  an  extra  number  of  thia  document 
was  wanting,  gentlemen  said  it  would  be  publiafaed  ia 
the  newspapera.  Mr.  B.  said,  however,  that  it  must 
be  recollected  that  a  large  number  of  the  tax  payera  of 
this  country  were  not  aubscribers  to  newspapers)  there- 
fore it  was  necessary  that  extra  numbers  should  be  priol- 
ed  for  dislribulion.  He  only  regretted  that  tbe  gentle- 
man had  not  moved  to  print  40,000. 

The  question  ma  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  print 
30,000  extra  copies,  which  was  agrccd'to. 

MINT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  CAHBBELENG  asked  the  consent  of  (he  House 
to  take  up  the  "  mint  bill."  He  hoped  the  request 
would  be  assented  (o,  for  it  waa  highly  important  that 
the  bill  should  be  passed  by  the  first  of  the  year,  iaa^ 
much  as  it  was  proposed  lo  take  effect  from  and  after 
the  1st  day  of  January  next,  and  this  waa  the  last  day  of 
the  present  week  on  which  it  could  be  acted  on. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  objecting, 
Mr.  CAHBBELENG  moved  a  lutpension  of  (he  rule 
for  the  purpoaci  which  mo(iun  prevailed,  by  a  vote  ol  69 
to  37. 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  tbe  Houae  tbea 

went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  HoBLSKBaRO  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  tbe 
bill,  the  title  of  which  is  as  follows:  *•  Anact  ettablisbiag 
a  mint,  and  regulating  the  cuinsof  the  United  Statea.** 

Mr.  CAMBUELENG  moved  the  substitute  heretofore 
reported,  which  waa  tbe  same  in  sub&tance  aa  the  bill 
reported  last  year,  with  a  few  verbal  alteration*. 

The  bill,  aa  amended,  having  been  read,  and  soM 
further  verbal  amendments  agreed  lo,  on  motion  Mr. 
CAMBRELENG,  after  some  explanatory  remarks  froai 
(hat  gendeman  in  relation  to  the  copper  coin — 

Mr.  ADAMS,  referring  (o  tbe  intimation  of  Mr.  Cah- 
BRXLKXQ  that  it  waa  necessary  to  paaa  thia  bill  before  the 
Ist  of  Januanr,  aaid  that  if  the  bill  had  propoaed  to  re- 
peal alt  the  Uws  of  the  United  Statea,  and  it  bad  bcra 
required  that  auch  a  bill  should  be  passed  willun  a 
week's  time,  he  could  not  have  been  more  surprised 
than  he  waa  at  hearing  this  bill  read,  in  connexion  wiik 
the  precipitate  proceeding  proprsed  in  regard  to  it 
The  subject  of  the  bill  was,  be  said,  entirely  too  impor- 
tant to  be  dispoaed  of  in  this  summary  mode.  It  was  a 
bill  to  repeal  all  laws  concerning  the  coinage  of  the  wo- 
oey  of  the  United  States,  and  eatablish  a  system  d^ereal 
from  that  which  now  exnts;  wlyeb  ^igfi^^^ll  right* 
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but  which  it  wu  neeeittry  slMaM  be  ctotely  examined 
before  it  wm  leted  upon.  la  reply  to  a  renark  of  Mr. 
CAMaHLne,  that  the  bill  wu  merely  a  compilation  or 
existing  hivi  and  Kgulationa  in  regard  to  the  mint,  Mr. 
AsAM  Mid  that  lh«  very  fint  thing  that  atruck  hii  ear 
on  hearing  bill  read  waa  a  proviaion  that  hereafter 
the  weight  of  the  ailver  dollar  should  be  412^  grains. 
Now,  by  the  existing  law.  the  established  weight  of  that 
moim  wai  416  gratm.  Here,  tben«  was  a  debaaement  of 
the  eoini  and  debasement  of  the  coin  had  always  been 
ngarded  aa  one  of  the  greatest,  most  important,  (and 
often  most  immoral)  acts  a  Government  can  perform. 
What  was  all  this  for?  He  wished  to  know.  It  might  be 
m  rery  proper  operation)  but,  if  it  was,  it  was  not  in  this 
faasly  and  inconsiderate  manner  that  it  ought  to  be  ef> 
feeted.  As  to  the  gold  coins,  he  could  not  from  reool- 
kctioD  Bay  whether  the  wei^t  proposed  was  the  same 
u  the  present  legal  ratet  mit,  as  to  the  copper  coin, 
the  standard  of  which  by  tbe  existing  law  was  fixed  at 
308  grainy  this  bill  proposed  to  reduce  it  to  140  grains! 
Such  a  reduction  of  the  actual  value  of  the  coin  would 
be  not  only  injurious  to  the  mass  of  poor,  people  who 
chiefly  used  tbe  ooio,  but  was  in  every  other  way  objec- 
tionable.  It  would  subject  the  people  whouse  this  coin 
to  all  tbe  disadvantage  with  which  Ireland  was  men* 
■ced  by  Wood's  copper  coin;  and  if  gentlemen  desired 
particular  information  on  that  subject,  he  advised  them 
to  read  the  Draper's  Letters,  and  apply  tbem  to  this 
case.  For  hia  part,  (Mr.  A.  said,]  he  did  not  remember 
of  any  thing  equal  to  this  sweeping  meaiure,  unless  it  waa 
tbe  scheme  of  Charles  Xll,  of  Sweden,  who  made  cop- 
per coins  of  leas  than  the  specific  weight  of  our  cent, 
and  then  issued  them  to  hia  army  as  of  the  vslue  of  a 
doliar.  Debase  yoar  eoin  l  (said  hei)  you  have  no  right 
to  do  H.  To  do  so  ia  to  rob  those  who  are  in  possession 
of  it.  If,  in  consequence  of  the  change  of  the  alloy,  the 
dollar  would  (as  was  allrged)  remain  of  the  same  value 
M  now,  why  make  the  change  in  the  weight  at  alP  One 
•f  the  advantages  of  the  present  dollar  is,  that  it  is  of 
the  weight  and  value  of  the  Spanish  milled  dollar,  and 
therefore  affbrds  a  &cility  to  all  who  deal  in  dollars  by 
veight.  Now,  the  dollar  is  not  only  a  part  of  the  cur- 
rency, but  it  is  also  an  article  of  nierchandiset  and,  as 
long  as  our  dollar  is  of  the  same  weight  and  value  of  the 
SpaniA  dollar,  the  value  and  weight  of  tbe  b»^  of  Amer- 
ican dollars  and  of  tbe  bag  of  Spanish  dollars  being  known 
«11  over  the  world  to  be  the  same,  they  pasa  at  the  same 
Talue  all  over  the  world  by  weight)  and  to  change  the 
weight  wfHild  therefore,  affect  seriously  the  comRierce 
of  the  country.  By  these  and  similar  arguments  Mr.  A. 
endeavored  to  satisfy  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  of  the 
impropriety  of  precipitant  in  a  matter  of  so  much  deli- 
cacy and  consequence  as  the  aubject  of  this  bill. 

In  tbe  course  of  these  remarks  of  Mr.  Adams,  occs- 
tton  was  taken  by  Mr.  Ci.iiBaaiKito  to  express  hia  sur- 
prise that  time  ahouM  now  be  required  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  examine  this  subject,  in- 
•MDneh  as  thu  bill  was  substantially  the  same  aa  one  re. 
ported  as  long  ago  as  at  the  last  aession  of  Congress, 
though  not  then  acted  upon.  The  bill  did  not  (he  said) 
propose  to  change  the  value  of  the  silver  coin  by  a  sin- 
gle sous.  Mr.  C.  also  made  some  further  explanations, 
concluding  by  saying  that  if  Mr.  A.  would  allow  tbe  bill 
to  go  through  the  committee  to-dny,  he  would  himself 
then  move  its  postponement  to  TuMday  next,  allowing 
tine  to  gentlemen  in  the  interval  to  innirin  themaelvea 
of  aU  the  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Axaiis,  however,  said  he,  for  one,  could  not  con- 
•ent  to  move  a  step  further  in  this  bill,  which  he  bad  not 
before  seen  or  heanl  read,  without  Brat  having  time  to  read 
end  examine  it.  He  moved,  tberefbrci  that  tbe  commit- 
tee now  rise. 

Mr.  JARViS  took  ocoaaion  to  itate  tbat^  baring  care* 


fully  examined  tbe  subject,  be  could  sstisfy  gentlemen 
that  in  the  proposed  composition  of  tbe  dollar  the  amount 
of  pure  silver  was  the  same  as  in  tbe  present  dollar,  and 
that  the  proposed  value  of  tbe  gold  ctAn  was  the  same  as 

now. 

The  committee  divided  on  the  motion  to  rise,  sod  the 
votes  being  equal,  (65  to  65,)  the  question  was  deter- 
mined in  tbe  negative  by  the  caating  vote  of  the  chair- 
man, [Mr.  MoBUBBiso.] 

Mr.  INGERSOLL,  who  appeared  to  be  perfectly  fa- 
miliar with  the  details  as  well  as  the  principles  of  the 
bill,  (having  been  one  of  the  committee  who  reported 
it,)  expressing  his  regret  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts had  not  had  time  to  exaoune  tbe  bill,  answer* 
ed  the  objections  which  had  been  made  lu  it,  and  explain- 
ed its  various  provisions.  With  regard  to  the  copper  coin- 
age, be  said  the  reduction  proposed  wss  only  from  168 
grainib  the  present  weight  of  the  cent,  to  140— an  Imma- 
terial alteratioo,  scarcely  at  all  proportioned  to  tbe  grow- 
ing price  of  copper,  which  occasioned  the  reduction. 
Tbe  gentleman,  however,  when  he  spoke  of  the  weight 
of  208  grains,  waa  right  as  to  the  original  weight  of  tbe 
cent)  but,  as  it  bad,  since  first  established,  been  reduced 
in  weight  from  208  graina  to  168  grains,  it  waa  now  pro- 
posed to  reduce  it  from  168  grmns  to  140,  to  keep  pace 
with  the  price  of  copper.  This  reduction,  Mr.  I.  said, 
was  not  much,  unless  cents  were  made  a  legal  lender, 
which  it  had  always  been  his  intention  to  oppose.  As, 
by  the  constitution  of  tbe  United  States,  the  States  can- 
not make  any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender, 
he  thought  it  better  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
Statea  should  not  do,  in  this  respect,  what  the  States  are 
forbidden  to  do.  With  regard  to  tbe  dolUr,  no  reduc- 
tion  in  value  waa  proposed.  The  size  of  the  dollar  waa 
now  complained  of.  Tbe  alight  change  proposed  in  its 
composition  by  this  bill  would  render  the  bulk  and 
weight  somewhat  less,  whilst  the  quantity  of  ailver  re- 
mained the  same.  As  to  the  Rold  coin,  no  change  wae 
proposed.  As  to  I  he  general  character  and  tendency  of 
the  bill,  Mr.  1.  also  made  some  reourks.  The  mini,  be 
aaid,  bad  remained  under  the  same  regulation^  with  lit- 
tle variation,  from  the  year  1791  to  this  time.  The 
length  of  time  which  had  intervened  rendered  a  revision 
of  the  system  necessary.  The  great  object  of  the  pres- 
ent bill  was  to  produce  a  complete  organization,  a  sys- 
tem of  srrangemenl,  a  plan  of  business,  which  should  be 
perfect,  so  as  to  enable  all  who  have  busineas  with  Ibe 
mint  to  have  a  distinct  and  clear  understanding  of  what 
is  to  be  done  on  the  part  of  the  public,  and  ol  the  iodi- 
viduals  themtelves  who  are  empkqred  by  the  public  to 
superintend  and  conduct  its  operationa.  This  wouM  not 
have  been  so  necessary,  aa  a  syatem  has  in  bet  grown  up 
from  usage,  but  from  the  establishment  of  braaebes,  in 
connexion  with  the  prt^^vsa  of  gold*mtning  in  our 
own  country,  &e.  Mr.  I.  expatiated  at  large,  and  much 
more  particularly  than  we  have  stated,  on  the  adnn- 
tages  and  benefita  which  would  be  secured  er  promoted 
by  vsrious  provisions  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  InsMSOti,  tbe  bill  waa  then  amend- 
ed by  striking  out  so  much  aa  makes  eenta  and  parte  of 
cents  a  legal  tender. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
the  section  which  goes  to  fix  the  weight  of  the  cent  and 
parts  of  a  cent,  so  as  to  leave  the  cupper  coin  whtre  it 
is.  In  reply  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  iNeiasoiL,  that 
tbe  reduction  of  the  we^t  of  the  cent  from  168  graina 
to  140  was  a  small  afiwr,  Mr.  A.  remarked  that  that  gen- 
tleman would  not  probably  consider  it  a  very  small  affair 
if,  on  a  larger  scale,  a  debtor  owing  him  168  dollars,  or 
hundreds  of  dollars,  were  to  offer  to  pay  him  with  140. 
The  effect  of  such  a  reduction  of  the  value  of  the  coin 
wouM  be  to  drive  it  from  chxulation  into  the  handa  of 
speculators  whiirt  the^»int^»^,,y^^ears  be 
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able  to  supply  Iti  place  with  a  auAeieflt  niiinber  or  centi 
of  the  new  coinag'e.  Af  to  the  arjtaroent  in  ftvor  oF  a 
new  coin«^e>  founded  on  the  'mereasing  price  of  copper, 
Mr.  A.  Mid  he  did  not  know  what  the  price  of  it  now 
wai^  but  it  wai  luw  enough  to  allow  of  cents  being  made 
of  the  nme  weight  aa  at  present,  and  still  I  care  a  profit 
to  (he  Government.  All  profit  tbua  made  waa  a  tax 
upon  the  peoplet  and  reducing  the  weight  would,  in  the 
case  of  the  copper  coin,  be  only  takina*  ao  much  more 
fron  the  people.  Beduetion  of  the  wenht  of  coin,  he 
also  ti^ed,  facilitates  the  obliieralioD  and  wearing  down 
of  it,  and  waa  therefore  inexpedient. 

Mr.  McKiH  gave  the  committee  some  information  in 
relation  to  (he  price  of  copper,  which  he  said  had  risen, 
within  MX  or  eight  monlbs,  aa  much  as  35  per  cent.— 
from  17  cents  to  31  or  S3  cents  per  pound— so  that,  to 
prevent  cents  from  being  melted  up,  the  weight  of  them 
ought  to  be  reduced.  Ai  much  copper  was  received 
from  the  mines  aa  ever,  but  tbe  tncreued  oonsumption 
of  the  article  had  advanced  the  price. 

Mr.  INGEHSOLL  suggested  that  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion would  (as  all  former  laws  were  repealed)  leave  the 
country  without  copper  coin,  which,  he  presumed,  was 
net  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  who  moved  to  strike 
it  out.  If  the  object  waa  to  leave  the  copper  coin  un- 
changed, it  would  be  readily  attained  by  striking  out 
140  in  the  present  bill,  and  inserting  168  grains  as  the 
weight  for  the  cent,  &c. 

Mr.  BAHPER  said  that,  at  the  weight  of  168  graina, 
a  pound  of  copper  would  yield  within  a  fraction  of  47 
cental  and  that  was  a  sufficient  gain,  even  at  the  present 

{irice  of  copper,  as  atated  by  the  gentleman  from  Mary* 
and.  Mr.  H.  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  140  and  in- 
sert 168  grains  as  tbe  weight  of  the  cent. 

Mr.  McKIH  said  Ibat  it  was  of  raw  copper  be  apoke, 
when  he  stated  the  current  price  at  21  or  S3  cents.  The 
price  of  manufactured  copper  was  31  or33cents.  Some- 
thing like  10  per  cent,  was  lost  in  the  refining  of  it. 

Mr.  GILLET,  afttr  suggesting  that  tbe  people, 
and  not  the  Government,  would  be  gainers  by  a  re- 
duction of  the  weight  of  the  coin,  bebause  tbe  old 
eaio,  of  which  the  value  would  certainly  be  increased  by 
the  reduction,  is  in  (heir  hands,  said  that  this  was  a  sub- 
ject to  which  he  had  given  much  alteniion,  having  exam- 
med  and  compared  tbe  laws,  &c.  From  the  statute  book 
it  was  impossible,  he  said,  for  any  man  to  understand 
that  the  cent  ia  to  consist  of  168  grains  of  copper.  He 
had  himself,  like  (he  gentleman  from  Hassachuaetti,  sup- 

{losed  that  the  legal  weight  of  ihe  cent  was  208  grainst 
or  so  says  the  statute.  But  he  understood  that  in  aome 
law,  which  he  had  not  met  with  in  the  course  of  tiis  ex- 
amination, the  F.xecutive  waa  authorized  to  fix  the 
weight  of  the  citpper  coin  by  proclamation,  and  that  it 
had  been  so  fixed  at  168  grains.  But  the  statute  book 
does  not  show  it,  and  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  the 
proclamation.  It  was,  therefore,  a  matter  of  high  ne- 
cesaitjr  to  pass  a  law  which  should  embrace  all  existing 
provisions  respecting  the  weight  and  value  of  coins,  he. 

The  committee  then  divided  on  Mr.  Hupke's  motion* 
and  it  waa  discovered  that  there  waa  not  a  quorum  pres- 
ent. 

So  tin  committee  rose,  and  the  House  then  adjourned. 


Fbisat,  DxnxBXB  S3. 
After  the  reading  of  the  journal  of  the  preceding  day, 
Mr.  ASHLEY  rose  and  asked  leave  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  (he  subject  of  certain  reaolutiona  from 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  in  relation  to  the  loca- 
tion of  (he  national  road,  which  had  (the  day  before, 
when,  from  indisposition,  he  was  unable  to  a(tend  the 
Houae)  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals.   Hearing  aome  disacntlng  Toiee^  Mr.  A.  latd  ht 


would  defer  hia  reaarka  until  a  more  fit  occasion,  wbea 
the  anhject  should  again  receive  the  aeittw  of  the  Houae. 
He  would  then  be  prepared  to  shew  the  abaurdHy  itf  the 
statemenu  eontained  bi  the  resohition^  and  Uie  re—ifca 
which  had  been  made  in  their  support. 

INDIAN  TREATIES. 

The  business  next  In  order  waa  the  motion,  heretolbn 
Bubmitted  by  Mr.  Bill,  to  reeonaider  the  vote  by  wikk 
the  following  reaolution,  offered  on  a  former  day  by  Mr. 
JoBKs,  Delegate  from  Wisconsin,  bad  been  bid  on  the 

Uble: 

Retohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriati^ 
money  for  holding  treaties  with,  and  the  porcbaae  of  (ha 
lands  belonging  to^  tbe  Bsc,  Fox,  Sioux,  and  Winncbfr 
go  Indians^  in  Wisconsin  Terriiory,  and  to  provide  lor 
their  removal  vest  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  BELL  briefly  explained  that,  since  (be  vole  on 
this  resolution  bad  been  taken,  he  had  become  satisfied 
(hat  it  might  be  expedient,  if  possible,  to  effect  a  treaty 
with  one  or  more,  and  possibly  with  all,  (lie  tribea  refer- 
red to  in  the  resolution  t  and,  as  the  reaolution  waa  mere- 
ly one  of  inquiry  by  that  committee  into  the  expediency 
of  the  meaaure,  he  hoped  the  Houae  would  recon^der 
the  vote,  and  adopt  tbe  reaolution. 

And  (he  queation  on  Ihe  motion  to  reeonaider  waa  then 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So  tbn  me  was 
reconsidered. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  reaolutiont  which  having  been  read, 

Mr.  O*  exprcMed  his  heUefthat  the  pttVuey  poraued  l/g 
the  Government  in  removing  the  Indiana  on  to  our  fro» 
tiers  had  been  pursued  sufficiently  long,  and  ttwt  it  was 
time  it  should  be  arrested.  He  thought  that  the  oatioa 
had  atreacty  acquired  too  many  titles  to  lands  by  exiia- 
gutahing  the  Indian  tides,  and  locating  the  Indians  In  ona 
spot  on  our  Southwestern  borders.  If  that  policy  was  t« 
be  continued,  he  objected  to  it.  He  hoped  that  tbe 
House  would  express  its  opinion  to  that  effect,  by  rcfo. 
sing  to  adopt  this  reaoluUon. 

Mr.  BELL  trusted  Ihe  gentleman  from  Latmaaa 
would,  upon  reflection,  find  that  tbia  waa  not  the  proper 
time  to  make  his  objections  to  the  policy  pursued  by  oar 
Government.  He  submitted  that  any  oppuaition  to  tbe 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  removing  iheae  Indians 
must  fail,  because  he  thought  that  aound  policy  and  ex- 
pediency, not  to  say  necessity,  demanded  the  removal  itf 
some  of  (he  tribes  referred  to  in  the  rcaohition.  As  to 
what  particular  point  (bey  should  be  removed  to,  ibat 
would  be  matter  of  subsequent  ioquityt  and  if  (he  Com* 
roittee  on  Indian  Affairs  should  report  any  thing  «bieh 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  ^ould  suppoae  to  be  in- 
consistent with  (he  true  policy  of  the  country,  be  m^t 
oppose  it  hereaAer. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  aaid  it  waa  impotnbk 
for  him  to  conjecture  «  hat  would  be  the  ceurac  «f  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on  this  resolution  t  but,  from 
the  very  constitution  of  that  committer,  be  had  rcaaon  to 
believe  that  the  former  policy  of  the  Government  in  re- 
lation to  the  location  of  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi was  not  about  to  be  chsngedi  and  if  he  was  cor- 
rect in  that  inference,  he  was  not  disposed,  before  he 
entered  his  protest  against  it,  lo  have  a  report  of  the 
committee  in  favor  of  tins  resolution.  He  well  knew 
tbe  effiect  of  repoiti  of  committees  in  this  Bouse,  coni^ 
in  oppoMtlon  to  bis  own  viewi^  and  every  one  knew  hew 
very  difficult  it  was  to  resist  the  report  of  a  committee 
favorable  to  any  particular  measure.  For  thia  reason  tt 
was  that,  if  it  ^lould  be  the  senae  of  the  Houae  thai  thh 
policy  should  no  longer  be  cootinued,  he  hoped  (bey 
would  meet  (be  subject  now  on  the  tbreaholdi  that  thqr 
wouM  not  permit  any  further  eVliSe^ihaiedt^  lodiu 
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titlca,  nor  any  further  inquiry  into  the  mbject^  until  there 
•hoald  be  a  f^ater  neeestitjr  for  It  tban  there  wu  at  the 
pr«wnl  time. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  nid  that,  ai  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
mittee  on  Indian  AfTairf^and  as  repreaenting  a  portion  of 
the  eountty  deeply  intereated,  the  tabject  waa  one  to 
which  he  had  ;ivea  much  connderatton.  At  one  time 
he  bad  deprecated  the  policy  of  locating  the  Indian 
tribe*  on  our  bordersi  but  ta  many  of  them  were  already 
there,  and  aa  it  was  evidently  the  intention  of  (he  Gor- 
ernment  to  locate  th«m  west  of  the  Mississippi,  he 
thought  that  the  people  of  the  West  would  feel  greater 
nfiety,  and  the  Indians  tbeouelvet  f^reater  lecunty.  In 
their  being  located  there,  than  in  tbehr  belnK  distributed 
aboot  the  whole  country,  from  the  norUiern  to  theaouth* 
ern  extremity  of  the  United  Stales. 

When  the  Indians  were  all  gathered  together  on  one 
apot,  they  became  as  one  familyt  whereas,  generally, 
when  they  lived  some  distance  apart,  they  committed 
depredations  and  ravages  upon  each  other,  which  wonld 
not  have  been  committed  if  living  together.  Besides,  by 
placing  them  together,  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  could  more  easily  take  care  of  Ihemt  the  lawa 
wouM  be  more  easily  carried  into  effect,  and  (here 
wodM  not  be  so  great  a  number  of  troops  required  for 
protection,  aa  if  the  Indians  were  scattered  over  the 
country.  And  if  our  people  had  at  any  time  to  contend 
against  tbem,  it  would  l>e  more  easy  to  concentrate  their 
forces  at  one  pcrint,  tiMn  to  apread  them  over  difTerent 
•eetions  of  the  country,  aad  lets  expense  would  be  in> 
curred  in  the  operation.  He  hoped  that  the  subject 
might  again  go  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and 
be  disposed  of  according  as  (he  investigation  which  (bey 
gave  to  it  might  jostiAr. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  V'trginia,  expressed  bis  opinion, 
as  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
ftiirs,  that  the  whole  qoeation  of  Indian  policy  ought  not 
to  be  opened  on  a  mere  question  of  referring  the  reso- 
lution. That  policy  bad  been  followed  for  twenty  years, 
and  yet  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  GABuan] 
asked  the  House  to  abanilon  it  without  even  a  report 
from  a  committee.  That  gentleman  had  seemed  to  sup- 
pose that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  had  determin- 
ed, first,  to  report  favorably  to  the  removal  of  the  tribea 
nentioned  in  the  resolution,  and  then  for  tbeir  removal 
OB  to  the  borders  of  the  particular  State  from  whence  he 
came. 

Mr.  6.  adverted  to  the  fact  that  all  the  troubles  which 
had  exiated  with  the  Indian  tribes  bad  existed  and  had 
arisen  among  those  wtio  were -scattered  over  various  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  and  not  among  the  tribes  congre- 
gated on  the  Western  frontier.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  tnlfer  tlw  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  not  suffer  the 
poliey  which  had  existed  twenty  years,  without  proper 
faiveatigation,  to  be  abandoned. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  MisBouri,  waa  understood  to  sug- 
gest that  there  was  no  neceasily  for  the  adoption  of  (be 
resolotion,  if  the  information  contained  in  a  letter  in  a 
newspaper,  and  this  day  received  by  him,  wu  true, 
namely,  that  the  treaty  with  ttie  Sacs  and  Foxes  bad 
been  concluded. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Looiaianii,  explained,  that  he  did 
not  wiah  to  throw  an^  obstacle  in  the  way  of  treaties  aU 
ready  held.  His  object  umply  was  to  protest  sgainst 
holding  any  more  treaties  with  Indian  tribea. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  repeated  his  opinion, 
before  expressed,  that  it  was  safer,,  both  for  the  white 
population  and  the  Indiana  also,  that  the  latter  should  be 
concentrated  together,  tban  sparsely  scattered  about  over 
a  large  extent  m  country.  He  deemed  the  remarks  of 
the  gcntlenun  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Asblit]  of  great 
w^ht. 

Mr.  DATIS  exprcsied  hia  decided  opinion  that  the 


subject  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs.  They  had  in  Indiana  a  very  unfortunate  exam- 
ple of  the  results  arising  from  having  Iheve  tribes  within 
the  borders  of  the  white  people.  The  Miami  tribe  of  In- 
dians occupied  34  imles  square  of  the  Slate  of  Indiana, 
and  exercised  all  the  control  and  authmty  of  a  sovereign 
nation.  Surrcninded'by  the  whites,  the  Indians  bad  fol- 
lowed our  vices,  without,  at  the  same  time,  imitating  our 
virtues. 

But  there  was  another  point.  The  Indians  knew  well 
when  their  lands  became  valuable.  It  was,  therefore, 
not  only  for  their  own  interest  that  they  ahould  be  re- 
moved beyond  the  Misiiaaippi,  but  It  waa  a  matter  of  pe> 
cuniary  interest  to  the  United  Slates.  The  Miami  landa 
were  now  worth  ten  dollars  per  acre,  and  an  ineffectual 
attempt  had  been  made  to  purchase  them.  Emigration 
was  flowing  in  thither,  and  the  lands  were  becoming 
more  valuable  every  year.  There  was  great  danger  in 
permitting  sn  Indian  sovereignty  to  exiGt  in  the  heart  of 
a  white  settlement.  He  hoped  provision  would  be  made 
fur  removing  the  Indian  tribea  west  of  the  Hissitsippit 
and  he  concurred  in  the  opinion  Uiat  it  would  be  much 
easier  to  protect  the  Indiana,  and  our  own  n>onticr  too, 
when  they  were  concentratedand  confined  within  a  defi- 
nite line,  even  of  some  two  or  three  hundred  miles  in 
extent,  than  when  they  were,  as  now,  scattered  over 
thousands  of  miles. 

Aa  a  matter  of  policy,  expediency,  and  pecuniary  in- 
tcreat  to  the  United  SUtes,  and,  indeed,  from  every 
other  connderadon,  he  hoped  the  GoverniMnt  would 
provide  for  tbeir  removal. 

Mr.  PARKER  inquired  if  gentlemen  believed  tliat 
legiatstton  was  neceasary,  becauae  of  the  tardinesa  of  the 
President  to  exrcute  the  lawa  enacted  for  making  trea- 
ties with  the  Indian  tribea?  If  legislation  was  necessary 
to  spurtlie  President  on  in  this  matter,  be  was  very  much 
mistaken  in  his  character.  • 

Mr.  DAVIS  explained,  that  the  President  did  not 
want  legislation  to  spur  him  on,  but  he  wanted  the 
means  of  removing  those  Indiansi  an  appropriation  was 
necessary  before  the  President  could  do  any  thing. 

Mr.  PAURER  observed  there  was  money  appropria- 
ted for  holding  treaties  with  those  Indiansi  and  it  looked 
to  him  hke  an  instruction  to  the  President  to  be  forcing 
this  measure.  Besides  thii>,  the  Indians  had  set  a  price 
on  their  lands]  and  if  this  resolution  was  passed,  it 
would  lead  Ihrm  to  believe  that  the  Government  was 
anxious  to  get  their  lands;  consequently,  (hey  would 
raise  the  price.  He  hoped  the  subject  would  be  left  as 
it  was. 

The  reaolution  was  then  agreed  to:  Ayes  99,  noes  not 
counted. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  eonsideration  of  (he 
resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Fai,  instructing 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  immediately  aboli&hing  the  duties  on  foreign 
grain  and  bread  stuffs  of  alt  kinds. 

There  were  two  amendments  pending:  1st,  th)>(  of 
Mr.  Adaxs,  to  include  **  the  duties  on  foreign  coal, 
sail,  and  iron."  And,  2dly,  that  of  Mr.  Williams,  of 
North  Carolina,  to  include  the  duly  on  **  sugar." 

Mr.  FRY  addreased  the  House  as  follows: 

Hr.  Speaker:  When  I  had  the  honor,  a  few  dsys  ago, 
to  submit  a  resolution  to  inquire  into  (he  expediency  of 
immediately  abolishing  the  duty  upuH  foreign  bread 
stuffs,  I  did  it  under  no  other  apprehensions  tban  that 
the  wants  of  the  community,  annng  out  of  the  present 
acarcity  of  bread  atuffs,  earnestly  called  for  a  measure  of 
the  kind.  Such  were  my  eenviciions  of  the  propriety 
of  the  inquiry,  that  at  tbe  time  I  was  nut  veryianxiout  ai 
to  what  committee  the[^fij<Kttl^buiOO^u£dt  yet  it 
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did  ieein  (o  me,  upon  reflection,  that  giving  the  subject 
into  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  was  like 
giving  a  cause  for  trial  into  the  hands  of  one  of  the  par* 
lita  interested  in  its  deciaton. 

At  adopting  a  principle,  I  ahouM  say  that  when  the 
wants  of  the  community  (which  in  some  places  at  this 
time  amount  very  nearly  to  distrest)  become  the  subject 
of  legislation,  all  questions  oF  interest,  of  policy,  or  of 
compromise,  should  be  made  to  fall  before  it.  The  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  or  the  policy  of  the  country,  in  rela- 
tion to  matters  and  things  in  general,  are,  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  things,  the  proper  subjects  for  legislative 
action.  But  when  cases  of  actual  want  and  Buffering 
among  a  portion  of  the  country  present  themselves,  I 
feel  it  my  duty,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  peo> 
pie,  to  consider  those  wants,  and,  if  poasible,  to  supply 
(hem,  even  at  the  ritk.  of  interest  or  policy.  I  did  thus 
far  not  anticipate  the  opposition  to  the  rererence  of  the 
resolution  which  it  met;  but,  as  the  House  has  seen 
proper  to  give  prefierenee  lo  the  Committee  on  Agri- 
culture, because,  in  the  opinion  of  gentlemen,  the  reso- 
lution was  calouhted  materially  to  aff'ect  the  agricultural 
ijilerest,  1  hope  the  House,  with  equal  candor,  will  re- 
ject the  amendments  proposed,  and  let  this  subject  go 
to  its  appropriate  committee  free  and  apart,  and  unen- 
cumbered with  any  other  matters  not  atrictly  within  the 
province  of  the  duties  of  that  committee. 

Sir,  when  a  member  oflTers  aproposilion,  the  result  of 
deep-felt  conviction  that  the  wants  of  the  country,  or  a 
very  large  portion  of  the  country,  call  for  itt  or  when  a 
member  in  his  place  offers  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  the  duty  on  bread  stuffs,  and  It  is 
pleaded  that  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  is  the  only 
proper  tribunal  fur  the  investigation  of  that  aubjeci,  and 
the  House  show  a  diapoaUion  to  concur  in  that  opinion, 
and  gentlemen  afterwards  propose  amendments,  by 
taking  into  the  account  subjecta  entirely  unconnected 
with  the  duties  of  that  committee,  what  does  it  intimate  * 
what  are  we  to  infer^  To  me  it  appeara  as  intended  to 
defeat  the  proposition,  and  prevent  ill  being  referred 
at  all. 

1  am,  therefore,  opposed  to  the  amendment,  because  1 
believe  it  intended  ultimately  to  smother  and  defeat  the 
inquiry,  and  any  action  from  being  bad  upon  the  subject  t 
and,  sir,  is  not  the  subject  one  tliat  calla  for  the  action  of 
the  Housed  Uocs  not  every  gentleman  upon  this  fluor 
know  well  that  there  is  a  slate  of  want,  if  not  general, 
at  many  places,  which  must  soon  amount  to  actual  suffer- 
ing? lias  not  the  price  of  bread  stuffs  doubled  itself 
within  no  long  periud,  while  the  price  of  labor,  or  the 
means  of  the  consumer  to  obtain  bis  bread,  hftve  advan- 
ced in  nothing  like  the  aame  ratio?  I  know  this  to  be 
the  case  in  some  large  districts  of  a  populous  and  indus- 
trious part  of  the  country.  I  know  the  prieea  of  grain 
are  enormously  high,  in  some  instances  because  the 
farmer  has  none  to  sell,  and  in  some  instances  because 
they  are  keeping  tt  for  a  still  highrr  pricrt  whilxt  the 
honest  but  poor  bborer  and  mechanic,  with  their  fami- 
lies, who  have  it  not,  and  whose  means  for  obtaining  it 
have  not  increased  ina  ratio  any  way  prpportioncd  to  the 
increase  in  the  price  of  bread  stufTs,  are  leA  to  suffer  the 
consequences.  If  this  were  the  case  in  but  a  single  dis> 
trier,  ought  we  not  to  inquire  speedily,  if  there  be  no  re- 
lief, or  some  mitigation  lor  those  who  unfortuaately  be- 
come the  victims  of  such  a  slate  of  things^  There  is  in 
that  part  of  the  country  which  1  represent — and  it  is  a 
part  of  the  country  which,  for  industry  and  economy,  is 
not  exceeded  by  any  in  this  Union — there  is  almost  a  gene- 
ral want,  an  absolute  scarcity  of  bread  stuffs,  which  bears 
exceedingly  hard  upon  the  poorer  clauesof  our  people. 
Fdrmera  who,  heretofore,  have  annually  aold  conaider- 
able  quantities  uf  grain,  have  thia  year,  in  eonsequenee 
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of  the  great  and  almost  entire  future  of  the  crc^M, 
scarcely  sufficient  for  their  own  use)  yet,  perhaps,  in  a 
majority  of  caaes,  they  have  sufficient  for  their  own  im- 
mediate conaumplion.  But,  then,  a  very  hrge,  interest- 
ing, and  useful  portion  of  our  people,  our  laborers  snd 
mechanics,  upon  whose  and  froiB  whose  labw  ell  the 
real  wealth  of  the  country  is  derived,  and  upon  whom 
and  to  whom  we  have  to  look  as  the  defenders  of  the 
country  in  time  of  peril  or  Invasion — this  class  of  our 
population  are  without  this  neceaaary  of  life;  and,  from 
the  oircumstsnee  that  the  prices  of  labor  are  not  pro- 
portioned to  that  of  bread  stuffs,  they  are  not  only  with- 
out it,  but  without  the  means  of  obtaining  it. 

No  man  in  this  House,  or  no  man  in  thb  country, 
without  actual  experience,  knows  what  it  is  lo  be  poor. 
There  sre  people  who,  by  extravagance  and  prodigal- 
ity in  their  habits  of  life,  even  with  a  hberal  income,  are 
poort  I  do  not  mean  them.  I  mean  those  who  hare 
large  familiea  to  maintain,  frequently  overtaken  by  sick- 
nea^  either  from  the  want  of  the  necesaariea  of  life,  or 
other  causes;  who  bare  high  rents  to  pay,  high  prices  for 
fuel,  food,  and  clothing,  and  for  the  support  of  which 
the  poor  man  is  entirely  dependent  upon  bis  labor. 
Such  are  poor  people;  and  1  aay,  1  repeat,  no  man  in 
this  House  or  in  this  country,  who  has  been  raised  and 
brought  up  In  easy  or  affluent  circuroatances,  can  form 
the  remotest  idek  of  the  actual  condition  and  frequcat 
(though  often  silent)  suffering  of  this  valuable  portion  of 
our  community.  Valuable,  I  say,  because  it  is  their 
labor  which  produces  and  constitutes  the  wealth  of  the 
country.  It  is  their  labor  which  auatains  and  supports 
your  Government,  your  tariff"  systems,  your  bsoks,  sod 
your  thousand  other  corporate  and  chartered  privileged 
orders,  that  monopolize,  feed  and  fatten  upon  the  sweat 
and  toil  of  Ibis  great  artery  in  the  body  politic. 

Sir,  I  have  passed  the  abyss.  But  I  do  know,  from 
sad  and  impressive  experience,  wbst  it  is  to  be  poori 
snd  I  csn  syropsthize  snd  feel,  snd  I  do  feel,  for  the 
sufferings  snd  privations  of  those  who  are  thus  situated; 
and  1  would  sacrifice  almost  any  interest,  any  policy,  and 
any  compromise,  to  administer  as  far  as  in  my  pover  to 
the  wanta  of  that  unfortunate  class  of  my  countiymeo. 

And  what  excuse,  what  justification,  can  a  member  of 
this  House  plead,  in  refusmg  to  contribute  bis  mite  lo 
sllevtate  the  condition  of  these  pet^le  as  much  as  in  his 
power^  Why  endeavor  to  defeat  the  inquiry?  What 
can  be  the  object  of  enlarging  the  dutiea  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Agriculture,  by  giving  them  jurisdiotioo  over  the 
whole  tariff  system,  as  proposed  by  the  amendments* 
None  other  than  to  smother  the  inquiry.  Rather  may 
the  people  of  the  country,  upon  whom  the  present  high 
price  of  bresd  staiffs  besrs  insu6%rsbljr  hard,  be  lefk  is 
their  present  situation,  deplorable  as  it  i%  than  we  w*dl 
consent  to  take  down  the  present  duties;  for  fear,  if  once 
commenced,  the  inquiry  might  extend  itself  into  tbs 
whole  system  of  indirect  taxation  that  now  is,  and  has 
been  since  its  eonmencemcnt,  grinding  the  honest,  in. 
dustrious  Isborcr  snd  mechsnic  down  to  s  level  with  the 
slave,  upon  the  mere  pretence  of  collecting  money  for 
the  support  of  the  Government,  when  the  tSovemmeat 
does  not  need  it. 

The  Secretsry  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  late  report  Is 
this  House,  by  a  calculation  and  effimate  upon  the  fit- 
ture  revenue  of  the  country,  the  force  of  which,  I  con- 
feao,  has  not  struck  me  with  the  utmost  severity,  predicts 
that,  ere  long,  the  revenue  will  not  be  aufiicient  fm  the 
expenaes  of  the  Oovenunent;  and  this  may  be  onereasna 
why  members  sre  opposed  to  any  fflodiftcatian  of  tba 
present  tariff.  But  if  the  inquiry  is  proposed  to  extesA 
no  further  tbsn  bresd  stuffy  as  contemplated  by  this 
resolution,  wh'icb  bmve  never  yet  produced  any  revenue, 
and  which  is  the  most  esKntisI  necefssry  of  life,  tbe 
tcm  cannot  be  ■^fl'ectedQ|^|^<^^^c]i^^iynj||gd,  while 
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I  he  wtnts  of  tbe  counlrjr  mmy  be  (fmtly  reliered.  Agsin, 
sir,  when  such  a  at«te  of  Ibinga  arrive*  a>  tbat  the  revenue 
of  the  country  will  not  rappoft  tbe  Ooverndienl,  it  will  be 
Sfood  time  to  inquire  whether  tbeespemei  of  the  Govern- 
ment conforni  to  an  amount  oeceatary  to  the  permanency 
aind  well-being  of  a  plain  republican  Ooveroment.  Sir, 
According  to  any  calculation  that  I  have  ever  made  upon 
the  aubjecl,  1  think  (he  expensea  of  the  Governtnent 
(not  on  account  of  their  amount,  but  on  account  of  pre- 
serving that  ancient  republican  aimplicity  which  has 
hitherto  characterised  it)  are  far,  verjr  far,  beyond  what 
tbey  ougbt  to  be,  and  periiapa  double  what  tbey  would 
be,  If  (be  people  aupported  the  Government  by  direct 
tsution.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  favoring  a 
plan  of  direct  taxation.  1  uae  the  words  merely  tosbow 
or  rather  to  convey  tbe  idea  or  opinion  of  the  difference 
which  a  different  modeof  collectng  revenue  might  make 
to  (he  tax-payer. 

Bur,  sir,  if  there  be  more  ezpenaet  incurred  than 
should  be,  is  there  no  remedy^  Certainly.  But  where? 
It  ia  beyond  tbe  reach  or  control  of  executive  vigiUnce, 
•nd  cannot  be  chargeable  to  the  executive  account.  Bui, 
sir,  the  remedy  is  here,  in  (bis  House,  and  here  only. 
Here  it  is  that  offices  are  creaied.  Here  it  ia  that  saU- 
riea  are  created,  and  allowed,  and  extended,  from  time 
to  time,  until  they  become  exorbitant;  just  as  if  we  bud 
to  legislate  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the  offieen  of 
the  Government,  without  any  regard  to  tbe  situation  or 
condition  of  those  whom  we  more  immediately  repre- 
•enti  here  it  is  that  all  moneya  are  appropriated;  and 
here  it  ia,  in  this  House  alone,  (hat  a  remedy  ia  to  be 
found]  and  if  the  people  will  avail  ihefnaeUea  of  it,  it  is 
in  their -power.  The  people,  in  selecting  their  repre- 
sentativet  in  their  national  and  State  eouneili,  should 
send  more  farmers,  and  fewer  profesaional  meni  more 
mechanics^  and  fewer  overgrown  capitalists.  I  make 
the  suggestion  with  perfect  dehrene*  to  the  feelings  of 
every  gentleman  present.  But  gentlemen  will  agree 
with  me,  that  the  diflTerent  classes  of  the  community  are 
never  represented  according  to  their  respective  federal 
nuntbers,  and  which,  in  a  Government  where  we  know 
of  no  distinclions,  (hey  are  entitled  to  be. 

But  many  pei^le  entertain  an  idea  that  unleass  man 
can  make  a  speech,  he  is  not  quahfied  for  a  seat  in  their 
councils.  Let  me  Bay  to  ihem  (hat  I  have  not  a  doubt 
upon  my  mind  that  many  of  as  good  and  industrious 
men,  and  no  doubt  as  able  as  any  in  this  Huuse,  do  not 
pretend  to  make  speechei;  they  will  not  waste  time.  A 
wholesome  discussion  is  not  to  be  condemned,  but  1 
would  draw  a  materia)  distinction  between  diaeusiioo 
awl  making  apeechcs.    But  enough  of  this. 

When  I  offered  the  resdution  under  consideration, 
gentlemen  very  earnestly,  and,  I  doubt  not,  very  hon- 
estly, asked  me,  why,  are  you  not  a  fitrmer,  and  do  not 
you  represent  an  agricultural  district  and  interest.'  Cer- 
tainly I  ami  and  if  I  represent  any  interest  at  all,  it  is  the 
agricultural  interest.  But  will  any  gentleman  demon- 
strate to  me  that  the  farmer  has  any  interest  at  stake  in 
tbe  existing  tariff  of  duties  upon  foreign  imports?  Why, 
gentlemen  lell  me  there  is  a  duty  of  about  twenty-flve 
cents  on  a  buabei  of  wheati  Well,  suppose  there  is; 
the  forelgB  wheat,  upon  an  average,  is  not  worth  by 
tweniy-6ve cents  aa  much  as  our  own.  I  show  this,  in 
a  measure,  from  a  paper  handed  me  by  a  gentleman. 
This  shows  that,  during  the  three  quarters  of  (he  pres- 
ent year,  tbe  amount  imported  at  New  York  was  164,000 
bushels,  valued  at  (137,000,  making  about  eighty-four 
centsabt|>hei.  Ccoald  our  wheat  have  been  purchased  at 
the  same  price  during  the  aame  period?  Nit.  Again: 
the  importation  of  wbeat,  or  of  any  grain,  is  a  mere 
nominal  thingi  unless  a  time,  like  the  present,  of  great 
scarcity,  there  is  none  tmportedi  and  to  show  that,  1  ' 
will  mrn(ion  (hat,  for  the  year  1835,  tbe  importatioa  at 
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New  York  (and  which  constilu(es  the  great  part  of  the 
importation)  was  3,718  bushels,  producing  an  item  of 
$659  in  the  revenue  derived  from  imposts,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  about  twenty  millions.  Then,  «r,  how 
is  (he  object  of  the  resolution  to  affect  the  farming  in- 
terest? The  Uriff  system  is  of  no  earthly  advantage  to 
the  farmer,  because  foreign  grain  cannot,  by  the  exist- 
ing (ariff,  be  brought  into  competition  wi(h  bis;  and  if 
we  oitly  import  at  times  of  extreme  acarcity,  when  far- 
mera  have  little  or  none  to  sell,  it  constitutes  an  unne- 
cessary  tax  upon  the  consumer,  without  any  adequate 
benefit  to  the  farming  int^est.  Sir,  the  brnung  inter* 
est  is  not  protected;  the  small  duty  upon  bis  wbeat  was, 
in  the  beginoing,  a  mere  cheat,  to  gull  him  into  tbe 
support  of  the  whole  system — a  perfect  humbug,  so  far 
as  (he  inlerebts  of  ihe  farmer  can  compare  to  the  oOier 
protected  interests;  and  if  you  had  aa  many  practical 
farmera  here  as  you  ou^ht  to  have,  they  would  tell  you 
so.  But,  in  another  vtew,  if  the  existing  duty  upon 
foreign  wheat  were  an  advantage  to  tbe  farmer,  i  abould 
still  press  this  inquiry.  The  farmer  at  thia  time,  who 
has  the  srlicle  of  bread  stuffs  to  aell,  realizes  at  least 
double  the  usual  or  ordinary  prices  for  his  goods.  Could 
be  not  betfer  take  twenty-live  cents  less  than  double 
price  for  his  grain,  thsn  the  poor  consumer  can  pay 
such  high  pricea  aa  at  present'  Surely  he  could,  and 
would  still  get  an  extraordinary  price  for  bis  grain, 
while  the  consuiDer  wmild  be  very  much  relieved. 

Sir,  gentlemen  say  t  go  agwnst  the  fanning  interest. 
Thia  word  inttmt  seems  to  be  tbe  germe  from  whi  ch 
sprang,  in  a  measure,  (his  whole  system  of  protection. 
Sir,  to  elucidate  my  opinion,  I  fancy  to  myaelf  that  a 
number  of  gentlemen  meet  here;  the  one  wiabes  to  em- 
bark in  the  manufacturing  of  cottons^  another  of  wool- 
lens, another  of  iron,  another  has  a  bed  of  stone  coal,  &c,t 
and  they  enter  into  an  agreement  that,  for  their  mutual 
benefit,  and  to  make  those  interests  permanent  and 
valuable,  tbey  must  be  protected  from  competition.  As 
among  the  parties  concerned  there  may  be  nothing 
wrong,  for  the  advance  paid  by  tbe  one  upon  the  inter- 
est  of  (he  other  is  repaid  by  bis  having  the  same  bounty 
accruing  upon  bisin(er«s(.  But  these  gentlemen  con- 
stitute but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  comraunityt  and 
Ihe  great  maaa  of  the  people,  the  laborers  and  me- 
chanics, have  no  interests  to  protect)  and,  consequently, 
all  the  profits  arising  out  of  those  difTerent  protected 
interests  are  paid  by  the  mast  of  the  community.  The 
whole  system  is  upheld  and  supported  by  those  indus- 
trious poor  who  have  no  interest  to  protect.  But  some 
will  say,  if  the  wealthy  portion  of  the  community  pros- 
per, (be  poor  man  will  prosper  too.  The  arguncot 
will  not  bold  good)  look  around  at  your  manuueturer 
of  cottona  or  woollens,  your  manufacturer  of  iron,  your 
coal  tnerchanlB,  and,  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty  casei^ 
you  will  find  they  bsve  realized  fortunes,  while  the 
poor  operatives  have,  nineteen  in  twenty  cases,  not  in- 
creased a  dollar;  yet  these  fortunes  are  the  result  of 
(heir  labors.  Other  gentlemen  say  s  repeal  of  the  duty 
could  not  avail  (he  communityany  thing,  becsuse,  be- 
fore an  act  could  be  brought  into  operation,  another  and 
a  more  fruitful  harvest  msy  supply  the  present  scarcity. 

Sir,  1  am  informed,  and  1  rely  upon  the  information, 
that  large  quantities  of  bread  stuff*  are  boarded  up,  and 
stored  away  in  the  storehouses  of  heartleas  and  aoulless 
speculators  in  some  of  tbe  large  cities,  who  are  holding 
back  to  the  last  extrenuty,  in  order  Uiat  they  nay  ex- 
tort from  the  poor  and  the  needy  to  tbe  utmost  fiulbing. 
Sir,  repeal  tbe  duly  upon  foreign  bread  slufPs,  and  you 
wilt  compel  them  to  sell. 

That  such  a  alate  of  things  exists,  especially  among 
the  poorer  classes  of  people,  as  i  have  mentioned,  there 
can  be  no  doubt;  and  that  tbe  repeal  of  the  doty  upon 
Ibeir  breaU  .tuff.  *oul<iir^f«^;»@^^3gf  I 
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hare  no  doubt.  I  Uiink  I  may  aafely  calculate  that  iF 
the  prcaent  duly  wu  tftken  down*  the  reduction  In  the 
barrel  of  ftour  would  be  one  dolbr  and  fifty  ce^l^ 
which  would  be  material  to  consumers.  The  President 
has  very  properly  and  Tery  feelingly  reFerred  to  the 
subject  in  bis  message,  and  1  feel  very  anxious  that  the 
House  should  set  upon  the  matter. 

With  reg^ard  to  the  subject  of  a  repeal  or  modificalion 
of  the  duly  upon  coal,  another  necessary  of  life,  second 
«nly  to  bread  stufTa,  upon  the  preliminary  vote  taken  a 
few  days  ago,  referring  Ibe  subject  to  a  committee,  I  dif* 
fered  with  my  colleagues,  (I  believe  with  a  single  excep- 
tion,^ Tor  whose  opinions  »nd  experience  in  matters  of 
legislation  I  entertain  the  highest  respect,  because  I  be- 
lieved  the  Committee  on  Manufacturea  were  in  a  meas- 
ure pledged  to  report  against  any  modification.  Now, 
I  will  only  add  at  this  time,  if  the  Committee  of  Ways 
KoA  Heuia  report  a  bill  making  such  a  reduction  as  will 
in  Ktme  measure  reliere  the  situation  of  the  conaumers, 
without  embarrassing  the  mining  butineis*  as  comntred 
with  the  manufacturmg  and  oUier  intercsla,  I  will  vote 
for  it;  otherwise,  not. 

I  wish,  upon  the  whole,  to  legislste  for  the  common 
benefit  and  general  welfare  of  the  community  at  Urge, 
and  not  exclusivety  for  individual  intercali.  Gentlemen 
may  compromiie  themselves  rights  and  advantages  over 
the  mass  of  the  community  which  they  have  no  right  to 
do.  1  hold  the  people  of  this  country  equally  free,  and 
all  equally  enliiled  to  the  benefits  of  our  legislation.  I 
heard  a  gentleman,  who  is  engaged  in  (he  mining  busi- 
ness, a  few  days  ago,  say  that  he  had  sent  an  agent  to 
Europe  to  obtain  one  thouaand  workmen,  and  send  tbem 
here)  and  that  he  should  soon  despatch  another  agent, 
authorized  to  employ  another  thousand  men.  These 
sentlemtn,  miners  and  others,  parties  to  the  heneiiis  of 
Uie  teriir  syktem,  are  opposed  to  any  reduction  of  the 
duties  upon  their  respective  interests,  while  they  sre  im- 
porting the  refuse,  perhaps,  of  European  laborers,  by 
the  one  thousand  men,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  la- 
borinif  classes  here,  free  of  duly.  Sir,  1  am  prepared 
to  rerise  the  system,  to  bring  the  revenue  down  as  far  as 
practicable.  Such  a  course  I  think  necessary,  as  well  to 
avoid  aoeruing  surpluses  in  the  Treasury  as  to  make  the 
benefits  of  legislation  equal  to  all. 

These  names  of  '<  home  and  industry,"  and  "  Pennsyl- 
vania interests,"  are  too  often  but  "tinkling  cymbals." 
I  feel  as  much  a  Pennsylvanian  as  any  other  msni  but  I 
cannot  consent  to  make  the  interests  of  Pennsylvania 
capitarisiB  alone  the  interests  of  the  State.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania  were,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Le- 
gislature, saddled  with  a  UnHed  States  Bank,"  (against 
the  existence  of  which  they  had  repeatedly  decided,) 
ander  the  garb  of  Pennsylvania  interests)  but  whatever 
oan  or  may  be  done  to  advance  the  general  interest  and 
welfare,  as  well  of  Pennsylvania  as  any  other  State,  shall, 
BO  long  as  1  have  a  seat  here,  be  my  constant  aim.  I  am 
done.  I  hope  the  House  will  let  the  inquiry  go  to  the 
oommittee,  free  of  amendment,  and  let  tbem  report.  If 
they  deem  best,  let  it  be  but  teroporaryt  let  the  duty 
be  taken  off  for  a  limited  timet  any  thing  that  will  in 
some  measure  relieve  tbe  present  exigency)  and  if  tht-y 
think  differently,  and  can  satisfy  the  country  that  the 
duty  upon  bread  stuffs  ought  not  to  be  repealed,  1  shall 
be  satisfied,  conscious  that  1  have  done  my  duty. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Fxt  had  concluded, 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  tbe  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  OWENS  made  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  submit  a 
resolution. 

Hr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  a  suspenuon  of  tbe 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  a  motion  that  when 
the  House  adjourn  tfhity,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 

Hr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  asked  for  tbe  yeas  and 


naysi  but  the  House  refused  to  order  theia,  and  the  mks 
wer«  tuspeoded  by  a  rote  of  117  (o  45. 

Mr.  MANN  then  made  bis  motion,  sod 

Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  to  amend  it,  by  incertieg 
"  Tuesdayi"  but  it  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  20  lo  122. 

Tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Hakh  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  96, 
noes  95. 

After  some  further  proceedings  on  private  bUb, 
The  House  adjourned. 


MoBiiAZ,  Dbcenbsr  26. 
A  new  member,  viz:  Wilmam  C.  Dawbos,  elected 
from  Oeoi^ia,  to  fUl  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  tbe  de- 
cease of  General  Coirsa,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  AD  .IMS  presented  the  petition  of  I.  Page  and 
lwen(y>six  other- dtizens  of  Silver  Lake,  Susquehanna 
county.  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the  abolition 
of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  A.  moved  that  the  said  petiiion  be  referred  to  die 
Committee  for  tbe  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  PICKENS  saked  for  the  dectenn  of  Ibe  Chair 
upon  the  coBBlruotion  of  the  resolution  reported  from 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  tbe  stibject  of  alarery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  at  tbe  bat  session  of  Con- 
gress. By  that  resolution,  all  memoriab  and  other  pa- 
pers relating  to  this  subject  had  been  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  (able,  without  being  referred  or  printed.  Mr.  P. 
wished  to  know  what  would  be  tbe  destiny  of  these  pe- 
titions under  that  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  a  matter  for  the  cou- 
sideration  of  the  House.  After  referring  to  such  au- 
thorities as  be  could  find,  be  had  come  to  the  decision 
that  the  operation  of  tbe  resolution  referred  to  ceased 
with  the  last  seuion  of  Congress.  The  question,  how- 
ever, was  one  for  (he  House  (o  determine. 

Hr.  PICKENS  said  he  could  not  consent  that  these 
petitions  Bhould  be  referred  to  any  standing  commiitee 
of  the  House.  He  objected,  therefore,  to  the  proposed 
reference  of  the  memorial  presented  by  the  gCBtlemaa 
from  Hassacbusetts,  and  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  (hat  motion. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  to  lay  the  petition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  called  for  tbe  yeu  and  nays  on  the 
last  motion)  which  were  ordered. 

[The  name  of  Mr.  W.  Taowrsoir,  uf  South  Carolins, 
having  been  called,  Mr.  T.  rose  inquired  wbether 
the  act  of  recording  hb  vote  on  thb  motion  wouM  imply 
that  he  assented  to  th^recepiion  of  these  petitions  at  all* 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  question  of  receptioa 
could  not  be  now  entertained,  the  petition  actually  bebg 
at  tbe  preaent  time  in  tbe  possession  of  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  thereupon  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
and  the  House  accordingly  excused  him.] 

And  tbe  vote,  having  been  taken,  stood:  Yco  116, 
nays  36,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Bell,  BIsck,  Boon,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bunch, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  G.  Chambera,  J. 
Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapio,  Cbetwood, 
Clevebnd,  Cules,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cusbman.  Davi^  De- 
berry,  Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Elmore,  Fairfield, 
French,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galhraith,  Gtllet,  Grahana^  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hannegan,  Hsrlan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hajrnea,  Hoi- 
sry,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ir^^faaB, 
Jarvis,  Joaepli  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Joha- 
son,  Henry  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Ktingensmilb, 
Lsnsing,  Laporte,  Ltwler,  Gideon  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leon- 
ard, L^n,  Lnyall,  Lucas,  Ab>jah  Mann,  Martin,  Wil- 
lUm  >l«o-,  H^.  m@(5^l^cK«... 
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HcKtiD,  McLene,  Miller,  Hook,  Morgan,  Owena,  Page, 
Parkt,  Pftttenun,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dulee  J.  Pesrce. 
Pbelps  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson, 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Willi»in  B.  Shep«rd,  Augustine  U. 
Sbepperd,  Shielda,  Shinn,  Sicklei,  Sp«ngler,  SUndefer, 
TftliKferro,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill, 
Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Washington, 
Webster,  White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams, Sherrod  Williamij  Tell,  Young— 116. 

Nazs— Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Beale,  Bor. 
den,  Bouldin,  Briggs,rW.  B.  Calhoun,  Childs,  N.  H.  GUI- 
borne,  Cuthing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Dennjr,  Ererett, 
Granger,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  Bazeltine,  Henderson, 
Uiesler,  Hoar,  Hunt,  W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Lane,  Law- 
rence, McKennan,  Parker,  Pearson,  Reed,  Riusel),  Sto* 
rer,  Vinton,  Eliiba  Whittlesey— 36. 

So  the  motion  was  Uid  on  the  table. 

After  the  roll  had  been  called  through,  Ur.  Gim- 
KAHD,  of  Virginia,  asked  leave  to  vote.  Objection  being 
made,  Mr.  G.  stated  that  if  be  bad  been  in  the  hell  at 
the  time,  he  would  have  voted  against  receiving  the  pe* 
tition  in  any  shape  or  Torm. 

Mr.  DAVIS  aaked  the  consent  of  the  House,  at  this 
time,  (o  take  up  and  consider  a  resolution  heretofore  of- 
fered by  him,  providing  that  all  resolutions,  petitions, 
memorial*,  and  other  papers,  whicli  mi^t  be  offered 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  m  any  manner 
relating  to  the  ebolition  of  slavery  and  the  dave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Cdumbia,  or  in  aoj  of  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  should,  on  presentation,  be  laid  upon 
the  table,  without  being  read  or  ordered  to  be  printed, 
end  without  debate. 

Objection  having  been  made,  Mr.  D.  moved  a  suspen- 
•ion  of  Uie  rale. 

Mr.  OWENS  called  for  the  yeu  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion. 

A  count  baving  been  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ow- 
■vs,  there  appeared  no  qnoruB  voting. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  whether  the  qaealioo  was  debate- 
eblc^ 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  submit  to  the  mover  of 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  whether  he  bad  not  bet- 
ter postpone  the  consideration  of  this  question  until  some 
future  day,  instead  of  diseusring  it  to^ay,  which  was  pe- 
tition day.  He  (Mr.  A.)  was  willing  that  the  gentle- 
man's proposition  should  be  Tully  and  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed, and  he  hoped  tt  would  be  so.  But  he  did  not 
think  this  was  the  proper  time  for  the  discussion. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  said  that,  as  gentlemen  had  been  so 
en»ouB  to  come  here  to^y,  ana  ei  there  was  no  quo- 
rum present,  he  wished  to  know  who  was  awayi  for  this 
reason,  be  moved  a  call  of  the  Houaet  wUeb  motion  pre- 
vailed: Ayes  77,  noes  65. 

So  the  House  ordered  the  call. 

The  roll  having  been  thereupon  called,  170  members 
answered  to  their  names)  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY,  further  pro- 
ceeding! hi  the  call  were  suspended. 

And  the  quesUmi  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
was  then  Uken,  and  decided  in  the  negttlive.  So  the 
House  refused  to  suspend  the  rale. 

THE  TAltlFF. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was  the 
resolution  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Fbt,  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  immediately  aibolishing  the  duties  on  foreign  grain,  or 
on  bread  stuns  of  all  kinds. 

To  which  resolution  two  amendments  bad  been  here- 
tofore ofiVredt 

First,  by  Mr.  Aviaa,  to  amend  by  inserting  the 
words  *'  and  also  on  foreign  coal,  salt,  and  iron." 


And,  secondly,  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
by  inserting  the  words  "  and  sugar." 

Mr.  ANTHONY  said  he  should  not  have  deemed  it 
his  duly  at  the  present  time  to  muke  any  remarks  in 
reference  to  (he  resolution  before  the  House,  bad  it  not 
originated  with  his  honorable  collea^e,  [Mr.  Fart] 
but  as  it  came  from  the  State  which  he  had  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  he  could  not  refrain  from  the 
expresuon  of  his  surprise  at  the  source  from  whence  the 
resolution  emanated.  His  colleague  represented  an 
agricultural  district,  and  had  said  that  the  present  high 
prices  of  grain  and  flour  operated  heavily  on  the  poor; 
and,  at  there  was  a  scarcity  in  the  country,  foreign  im- 
portations should  be  made  free  of  duty.  In  examining  a 
question  ofsuch  vital  importance  to  the  agricultural  and 
manufacluring  interests  of  the  country,  Mr.  A.  contend- 
ed that  we  should  look  at  the  tariflT  as  a  whole,  and  not 
attempt  to  legislate  by  piecemeal.  Uts  colleague  had 
doubtless  not  foreseen  that  his  attempt  would  be  followed 
by  those  of  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  and  North 
Carolina;  but  the  numerous  petilions  from  Boston  and 
New  York,  for  an  abolition  of  the  duly  on  coal,  would 
at  once  suggest  the  amendment  including  that  ar  tide. 
At  first  glance  it  might  appear  that  the  incteased  price 
of  an  article  was  a  serious  injury  to  the  consumer  ,  and 
that  competition  in  sucb  case  simuld  be  left  open  ti  the 
world;  but  was  it  not  known  to  the  whole  House  that 
the  present  high  price  of  bread  stuffs  was  caused  by  a 
deficiency  of  the  crops  in  the  grain-growing  States^  That 
the  evil  was  merely  temporary )  And  he  submitted  wheth- 
er it  was  sound  policy  to  violate  the  compromise  bill,  be- 
cause the  farmers  had  not  been  so  fortunate  the  past 
year  as  heretofore.  They  were  already  seriously  affect- 
ed  by  the  loss,  and  his  colleague  would  now  prevent 
them  from  receiving  little  more  than  the  usual  price  for 
the  scanty  produce  of  their  farms,  by  permitting  (be  im- 
portation of  foreign  grain  free  of  duly.  Such  a  course 
would  make  the  burden  fall  with  peculiar  hardship  on 
the  agricultural  community;  whereas,  if  the  price  were 
increased  on  account  of  the  scarcity,  every  portion  of 
the  people  would  asuist  to  bear  the  burden^  thus  lessen- 
ing the  temporary  evil  by  a  participation  therein  of  the 
mechanic  and  manufacturer  as  well  aa  the  &rmer. 

It  is,  however,  urged  that  the  high  price  of  fuel  and 
bread  stuffs  materially  affects  the  poor  laboring  class. 
To  this  proposition  I  (said  Hr.  A.)  cannot  assent;  for  al- 
though the  necessaries  of  life  cost  more,  yet  it  matters 
not  to  the  workman  whether  he  pays  $1  or  $2  for  a 
bushel  of  wheat,  if  his  wages  are  in  proportion  to  the 
price.  W  hen  trade  is  brisk,  and  laborers  are  in  demand, 
notwithstanding  provirions  are  high,  the  poor  are  much 
better  provided  foe  than  when  business  »  dull  and  in- 
dustry paralyzed.  Let  me  for  a  moment  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  coal  and  iron  region  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  we  may  see  thousands  and  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  the  poor  hard-working  class  daily  engaged  in 
mining  operations.  In  the  manufiieture  of  iron,  and  in 
transporting  their  coal  and  iron  to  market.  The  busy 
hum  of  industry  is  beard  throughout  the  whole  extent 
of  those  mineral  regions,  and  high  wsges  are  given  to 
every  working  man.  How  much  better  is  it  for  those 
men  to  pay  $10  a  barrel  for  flour,  than  to  get  it  for  %5 
when  they  have  no  means  of  livelihood,  and  are  thrown 
out  of  employ!  While  their  services  are  in  demand, 
their  wsges  increase  with  the  incresse  of  the  price  of 
the  article  they  supply;  and  when  they  can  no  longer  be 
profitably  employed,  they  must  inevitably  lose,  how- 
ever depreciated  all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life 
may  be. 

The  present  price  of  coal  is,  in  a  greatmeasure,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  demand  has,  within  the  past  year,  in- 
creased more  rapidly  than  the  supply.  Although  the 
means  of  the  country  are  abumlaflify  i*<ffM^A°  ""PP'/ 
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all  Its  witnts,  yet  the  demand  hai  incretied  with  unex- 
pected rapidity,  and  dealers  in  cnsl  were  not  prepared 
for  it.  From  the  ye*r  1835  lo  1833,  there  wxs  a  rapid 
increase  of  sapply  by  the  mines  of  Penniylvaniai  biii,  at 
the  end  of  the  laBt.mentinned  year,  a  taree  quantity  was 
left  on  hand)  and  in  1634,  although  100,000  tont  less 
were  mined  thin  in  1833,  yet  coa)  wai  lold  at  from  $1 
to  15,  and  the  owners  could  not  dispose  of  all  on  hand 
at  that  reduced  price.  The  consequence  was,  that  a 
heavy  loaa  was  sustained  on  the  article  by  ttioae  enpged  in 
mining  operations  in  that  year,  and  miners  were  dis- 
ehirged  by  hundreds,  and  compelled  to  erek  employ- 
ment in  other  quarters.  In  lP35and  1636  the  demand 
increased  with  surprising  rapidity,  as  mineral  coal  came 
into  use  much  more  exlenmrely  than  heretofore;  and  al- 
though the  suppty  greatly  increiMe<f,  yet,  av  a  lari^e  ntim* 
ber  of  miners  had  been  ilismiiied  for  want  of  employ  in 
1834,  it  was  not  so  easy  to  get  them  back  at  a  moment's 
warning.  With  all  these  dlffieuliies  to  encounter,  and 
when  the  coal  buaines*  in  Pennaylrania  is  still  almost  in 
its  infancy,  and  needs  the  fostering  care  and  protection 
of  our  Government,  we  hsve  been  enabled  to  almost 
double  the  supply  since  1834i  and  in  the  coming  year  a 
much  larger  quantity  will  be  sent  to  market,  as  extensive 
preparations  are  in  progreso,  throughout  the  whole  coal 
region,  to  affnrd  an  abundant  aupply  to  the  wants  of  the 
country.  The  aearcity  of  miners  has  {ncrea«ed  their 
wageii  this,  added  to  the  high  price  of  proTision%  has 
caused  complainta  of  the  present  exorbitant  price  of 
eoalt  but  it  mm\  be  evident  that  these  evils  are  only 
temporary,  and  will  cease  (o  exist  with  the  causes  which 
produced  them.  The  competition  that  is  now  going  on 
m  Penn^lvania  will  insure  a  future  supply  of  the  article 
to  ooniumera  at  a  just  nte,  and  one  at  which  they  will 
have  no  reason  to  complain. 

But  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  ssys,  "  all  the  profits 
ariwng  out  of  those  different  protected  interests  are  paid 
by  (he  mass  of  the  community.  The  whole  system  isup- 
held  and  supported  by  those  industrious  poor  who  have 
no  interest  to  protect."  Suppose  we  permit  the  im. 
portation  of  grain,  coal,  irnn,  &c.»  free  of  duty,  what  is 
to  become  of  those  "  industrious  poor.'"  Foreign  cap> 
italitta  will  Immediately  glut  our  market  with  those 
article*  at  reduced  prices,  so  as  to  prevent  our  competi- 
tion. Htindreds  of  laborers  will  be  without  employment, 
because  the  iron,  mining,  and  agricultural  husineso  will 
no  longer  be  profitablet  our  canals  and  ra*<lrondfl  will  be 
unoccupied)  our  mountains  and  valleys  will  remain  un- 
eultivaledt  and  where  we  now  behold  bu^lle,  activity, 
and  enterprise,  we  shall  ahorttr  see  nothing  but  poverty 
and  Mlitude.  It  it  worse  than  fblly  to  suppose  thai 
there  is  any  distinct  interest  between  the  different  classes 
oftMir  country.  The  rich  have  the  means  to  provide 
employment  for  the  poor.  The  laborer  contributes  to 
the  benefit  of  the  capitalist,  while  he  obtains  a  compe< 
tent  support  for  himself  and  family.  Take  away  all  in- 
daeement  firom  the  moneyed  man  to  embark  in  buainesa, 
and  you  most  assuredly  will  take  the  bread  from  the 
mouth  of  the  honest  and  industrious  laborer. 

It  is,  however,  objected  by  my  colleague,  that  •  mi- 
ning gentlemsn  has  brought  1,000  laborers  from  Europe, 
and  intenda  sending  for  1,000  moret  thus,  aa  he  says, 
•<  importing  the  refuse,  perhaps,  of  European  laborers, 
by  the  Ihoussnd,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  laboring 
classes  here."  If  the  gentleman  is  sincere  inhiapartisli- 
ty  for  those  from  whose  labor,  he  says^  ail  the  real  weahh 
of  the  country  is  derived,  why  is  his  friendship  for  that 
clans  so  contracted'  The  taboreris  worthy  of  hishire, 
let  him  come  fn>m  where  he  may.  But  is  it  not  far  bet- 
ter that  we  should  cultivate  our  own  soil,  mine  our  own 
coal,  and  manufacture  our  own  iron,  than  buy  them  from 
abroad,  where  nearly  the  whole  profits  go  to  foreigners, 
and  where  foreign  laborers  are  alone  employed? 


The  compromise  bill,  as  it  la  oiled,  of  March,  1833^ 
gradually  reduces  the  revenue  till  1843t  and,  on  the 
fitiih  of  that  law,  a  large  amount  of  capital  had  been  ex- 
pended, immense  prepsrationa  have  been  made,  and 
thousands  of  hands  have  been  employed  in  Pennsylvania 
in  the  coal  and  iron  region;  towns  and  villagea  have  ari^ 
en  aa  it  were  by  enchantment)  canals  and  railroads  have 
been  constructed  at  vast  expense;  mechanics  and  labor- 
ers and  manufacturers  are  receiving  (he  highest  wages^ 
and  BO  greatly  are  they  wanted  that  capitalists  are  obliged 
to  send  abroad  for  (hem.  Let  me  not  be  told  that  thm 
is  distress  in  the  country  where  such  a  alate  of  (hii^  ez* 
ists.  Oar  mountains,  which,  but  a  few  years  since,  were 
a  barren  wild,  are  now  teeming  with  a  hardy,  indastri* 
oufl,  and  thtiving  population.  Every  man  who  is  able  and 
willing  to  work  can  find  profitable  employment;  and  I 
would  extremely  regret  to  see  any  measures  adopted  by 
this  House  which  would  deatroy  the  compromise,  and, 
with  it,  the  exprctations  of  those  who  have  embarked 
largely  in  business,  by  virtue  of  the  fostering  proriwoae 
of  (hat  act. 

If  we  look  around  us,  we  shall  find  ample  meana  for 
disposing  of  a  Urge  amount  of  the  aurplua  revenoe  the 
enauing  year.  Your  Post  Office  and  your  Patent  Office 
are  in  ruina;  a  considerable  sum  will  be  necessary  to 
erect  fire-proof  buildings  for  those  departntienls  of  the 
National  Government,  and  the  money  cannot  be  more 
judiciously  expended.  Tou  also  hsve  on  hand  a  Treas- 
ury building,  which  will  require  a  large  sum  for  its  cam- 
pletion. 

In  addition  to  these  national  edifice*,  which  should  be 
constructed  in  the  most  secure  and  permanent  manner, 
the  representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  on  behalf  of  their 
constituents,  would  respectfully  though  eameatly  aak  for 
the  erection  of  a  eustomi^iouaei  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
commensurate  with  the  Increase  of  business  in  that  great 
and  growing  commercial  city.  The  present  custom* 
house  affords  neither  convenience  nor  security;  and  al- 
though we  do  not  desire  the  construction  of  a  marble 
palace,  equal  in  aplendor  and  magnificence  to  that  in 
the  city  of  New  Tork,  yet  we  want  a  good  substantial 
edifice,  that  will  combine  utility  with  safely.  The  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  has  no  place  to  hold  its 
sesMons  in  Philsdelphis,  except  In  buildings  belonging 
to  the  eityt  and  the  post  office  is  in  the  same  attuatton. 
Is  it  not  belter  to  appropriate  some  of  the  surplus  to  the 
erection  of  convenient  buildings  for  our  courts  and  (or 
the  collection  of  (he  revenoe,  and  thus  give  employment 
to  the  "  industrious  poor,"  (ban  at  once  to  diminish  the 
tariff  so  materially  as  to  prevent  any  appropriations  for 
those  important  and  highly  bmeficial  objecisF 

If,  after  these  expenditures,  it  is  still  found  that  we 
have  more  money  than  we  know  how  to  spend,  let  as 
adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  President,  who  says: 

**  Much  good,  in  my  judgment,  would  be  produced 
by  prohibiting  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  except  to 
actual  settlers,  at  a  reasonable  reduction  of  price,  and  to 
limit  the  quantity  which  shall  be  sold  to  them.  Al* 
though  it  is  believed  (he  General  Govemment  never 
ought  to  receive  any  thing  but  the  constitutional  corren- 
cy  in  exchange  for  the  public  land%  (hat  point  would  be 
of  leas  importance  if  the  lands  were  sold  for  immediate 
settlement  and  cultivation.  Indeed,  there  is  learcely  a 
mischief  arising  out  of  our  present  land  system,  includii^ 
the  accumulating  surplus  of  revenue,  which  would  not 
br  remedied  at  once  by  a  reslrieiion  on  land  sale*  to  ae- 
tual  settlersi  and  it  promiaes  other  advantage*  lo  ibc 
country  in  general*  and  to  the  new  States  in  particaltf, 
which  cannot  fail  to  receive  the  most  profound  consider* 
ation  of  Congress." 

By  restricting  the  sales  of  public  lands  to  actual  set- 
tlers, we  ahail  prohibit  that  wild  apecuUtlon  which  bu 
been  carried  on  for  mom  tine  i^^WcHcinlluds,  vat 
Digitized  by  VjCJUy  Lc 
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which  must  inevittbty,  if  persisted  in,  do  fwential  inju- 
ry to  the  new  Stsiei.  If  ictual  leltlers  atone  are  per- 
mitled  to  purchue  the  public  lands,  the  country  will 
faftve  ibeadvanti^  of  an  industrious,  enterprisir^  popu> 
fetioni  Ihii»  u  it  now  is,  every  eligible  situation,  all  the 
beat  locations,  are  selected  by  speculitors)  and  if  a  poor 
nan  wishes  to  purchase  a  home  for  himself  and  family, 
he  must  buy  of  those  who  have  been  beforehand  in  ob- 
tmining  all  the  choice  lands  in  the  vicinity. 

The  vast  amount  of  twenty-four  miltiona  haa  been  re- 
ceived the  present  year  from  our  public  lands;  and  it  i« 
•vident  that,  if  we  refuse  to  sell  them  to  any  but  actual 
aettler^  but  a  small  sum  will  accrue  from  that  wwree 
the  next  year,  ir,  therefore,  the  true  policy  of  the  Gov- 
crnment  be  to  reduce  the  receipts  of  ine  national  Treas- 
ury to  its  expendiiures,  I  would  certainly  prefer  the  sug- 

Sestion  of  the  President  in  relation  to  our  lands,  than  to 
isturb  the  country  by  an  agitation  at  the  present  lime 
of  the  tariiT,  which  was  so  satiafactctfily  adjuated  by  the 
compromise  bill  of  1833. 

Should  it,  however,  be  found  absolutely  necessary  to 
take  up  the  subject  of  iheiarifT,  and  thoroughly  examine 
It  in  all  itn  bearings,  I  will  not  raise  my  voice  against  it. 
All  that  1  ask,  as  a  Pennsylvanian,  is,  that  the  beat  inter- 
ests of  my  native  Stale  shall  not  be  the  first  at  which 
the  blow  aliall  be  aimed.  If  grain,  iron,  and  coal,  are  to 
be  deprived  of  protection,  let  ua  examine  whether  other 
protected  articles  shall  not  share  the  same  fate.  I  am, 
therefore,  opposed  to  the  original  resolution*  aa  well  as 
the  amendments,  and  hope  they  may  all  b«  rejected. 

Ur.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  said  that,  aa  the  ques- 
tion immediately  before  the  House  was  on  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  proposing  to  include  the  article  of 
**  sugar,"  il  was  his  wish  to  offer  a  few  observations. 
But,  by  way  of  testing  the  sense  of  the  House,  he  would 
move  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  tablet  wbicrii  mo- 
lion  prevailed. 

So  the  reaolution  and  amendnents  were  hid  on  the 
table. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

The  House  took  up  for  conaideraiion  the  motion, 
heretofore  made  by  Mr.  PaxK»,  to  print  five  thouaand 
extra  copies  of  the  accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditure! 
of  the  United  Sutea  for  Ibe  year  1835. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  believed  this  was  an  unusual  mo- 
tion. He  had  never  opposed  the  printing  of  an  extra 
number  of  a  document,  if  it  were  important  that  it  should 
be  spread  before  the  people.  But  this  document,  in 
the  first  place,  was  of  very  considerable  size)  and  it  was 
a  new  thing,  he  believed,  though  he  was  not  certain, 
and,  if  in  error,  the  gentleman  who  made  the  motion 
[Mr.  PiKKia]  could  correct  him,  to  print  an  eitra  num* 
ber  of  this,  which  was  an  annual  document.  He  believ- 
ed it  to  be  unusual,  if  not  unexampled.  Now,  although 
he  believed  the  document  to  be  important,  and  although 
it  was  extremely  proper  that  it  should  be  in  the  posses- 
sion of  every  member  of  Congress,  and  that  it  should  be 
ftithfully  studied  and  reflected  on  by  them,  yet  it  did 
not  appear  to  him  to  be  a  document  or  much  tise  to  cii^ 
eulate  numerously  among  the  people.  The  people,  in 
fact,  might  derive  very  little  information  from  it.  There 
was  tn  that  document  a  general  summary,  in  the  space 
of  one  or  two  pages,  containing  the  amount  of  receipts 
and  expenditures,  which  it  would  be  proper  to  circulate 
among  the  people,  and  which,  he  believed,  was  uiually 
done  every  year.  But  be  could  not  vote  for  thia  motion, 
unleaa  some  reason  waa  given  for  a  proceeding  so  un- 
usual) although  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  ever  before 
opposed  the  printing  of  an  extra  number.  Generally 
speaking,  he  was  in  favor  of  going  to  this  expense;  he 
thought  it  a  well-deaenred  expense.  But,  in  the  pres> 
tot  iMtMicet  Ibe  expenae  would  not  only  be  heavy  at 


the  present  time,  but  it  was  unexampled)  and,  if  done 
now,  he  took  it  for  granted  it  would  be  done  every 
year  hereafter.  He  thought  it  waa  a  document  which 
waa  particularly  prepared  for  the  use  of  members  of 
Congress.  As  auch,  it  was  very  important;  and,  aa 
such,  it  should  be  aupplied  in  sufficient  numbers  to  give 
the  citlsens  all  necessary  mfornation.  But  it  was  not  a 
document  usually  circulated  in  large  numbera  among 
the  people,  nor  one  which  would  be  productive  of  any 
beneficial  effects  if  it  waa  so  circulated.  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey  could  give  some  suffldent 
reason  why  hia  motion  should  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKEB,  In  defence  of  his  motion,  replied  that 
it  waa  very  impntant,  in  his  opinion,  that  the  document' 
should  be  freely  circulated  among  the  people,  because 
it  showed  the  disbursements  of  the  public  money  from 
time  to  time.  II  showed  to  the  people  what  bad  become 
of  the  money  which  had  been  raised  by  means  of  im* 
postfl,  taxes,  and  the  receipts  of  public  lands.  It  show- 
ed in  whdt  manner  the  tniat  reposed  in  Congress,  for 
the  disposition  of  the  public  money,  had  been  eiecutedt 
it  showed  what  had  become  of  that  money,  to  whom  it 
was  applied,  and  for  what  purposes.  He  was  willing, 
if  any  gentleman  proposed  it,  to  submit  to  a  modification 
of  his  motion,  so  far  as  concerned  the  number  of  copies. 
But  he  hoped  the  House  would  support  him  in  his  en- 
deavors to  have  some  extra  copies  priiited. 

And  the  question  waa  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: Ayes  53,  noes,  84.  So  the  motion  was  rejected. 

AMOUNT  OF  DUTIES. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  M^r.  Huxtsxav 
on  the  same  day,  was  taken  up: 

Baolvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House  the  amount  of  du- 
ties  eoUccted  upon  salt  in  the  years  1834, 1835,  and  1836, 
as  far  as  it  can  be  estimated. 

Mr.  HcKIM  moved  to  add  the  words  "  and  coal"  after 
the  word  »  sail!**  which  Mr.  HUNTSMAN  accepted  aa 
a  modification. 

Mr.  McKAY  suggested  a  further  modification,  so  aa  to 
embrace  a  call  for  the  whole  amount  of  duties  received 
upon  every  article  of  foreign  imports  for  the  last  four 
years.    Mr.  McK.  moved,  as  a  snbstilute,  the  following: 

Boohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause  to 
be  prepared,  for  the  use  of  this  House,  as  soon  as  conve- 
nient, a  tabular  statement,  showing  the  nett  amount  of 
revenue  receivable  from  customs  Tot  the  last  four  yean^ 
diatinguiahing  the  amount  received  in  each  year. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Tcn- 
nesaee  would  accept  thia  as  a  modification,  for  it  was  of 
vast  Importance  at  this  time  to  have  the  inquiry  extended. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  accepted  the  substitute  aa  a  modifi. 
cation. 

Mr.  PICKENS  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  M  be  meant  the  "  groas"  or  "  nett"  revenue. 

Mr.  McKAY  replied,  the  "nett." 

Mr.  PICKENS  remarked  that  it  would  be  scarcely 
poarible  to  procure  such  a  return. 

Mr.  McKAY,  by  consent  of  the  original  mover,  modi- 
fled  the  resolution  by  retaining  both  words,  "  nett  and 
gross." 

Mr.  GILLET  said  he  woul<l  suggrst  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  to  ask  only  for  (he  gross  amount  of 
revenue  on  such  articles,  aa  far  as  it  can  be  given.  As 
far  ai  the  great  clxsaes  of  articles  were  concerned,  it 
would  be  easily  complied  »ith.  The  nett  revenue 
upon  the  aggregate  of  articles  could  be,  he  presumed, 
soon  given.  But  it  would  be  impossible  to  furnish,  with 
accuracy,  the  nett  revenue  on  each  article  in  detail.  It 
would  be  easy  to  furnish  the  amount  of  revenue  at  a  sin- 
gle port,  and  the  expenses  of  collection,  and  the  amount 
of  drawback  thereon,  g^tt^J^.^/G^tWrfe*'*''''''  » 
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correct  »pportionoient  of  the  former  could  be  made  up- 
on  the  various  articlei  imported  there.  A  cargo  naj 
conaist  of  n  hundred  difierent  arlicleB»  paying  dlfTerent 
ratea  of  dutiea.  He  would  uk  how  the  chargra  upon 
the  revcnae  eouM  be  apportioned  upon  each?  It  might 
be  done  ao  ai  to  approximate  to  the  truth,  but  nothing 
more.  The  drawbacka  paid  bad  been  stated  sa  cttsrgei 
upon  the  collection  of  revenue  from  the  customs,  and  bad 
led  many  gentlemen  into  error,  and  induced  them  to  be- 
lieve  that  the  expenses  of  collection  were  far  greater 
than  they  were  in  ftct.  Hie  drawback  of  duties,  in 
fact,  fumis  no  part  of  the  expenses  of  collection. 

Mr.  CAXBRBLBNG  thought  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  and  his  own  colleague  had  misapprehend- 
ed what  was  meant  by  the  term  *■  nett"  revenue.  The 
nett  revenue  was  the  difTerence  between  (he  amount  of 
the  grou  revenue  upon  the  whole  article  of  imports 
from  abroad  and  that  of  the  drawbacks  upon  the  same 
artielet  and  one  statement  could  be  furnished  by  the  See- 
retary  of  the  Treasury  as  well  at  the  other.  It  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  expenses  of  collection. 

Mr.  GILLET  said  he  thought  bis  colleague  was  in 
error  on  this  subject,  it  seeined  to  him  that  the  nett 
revenue  was  the  amount  received  over  and  above  all  ex- 
penses of  collection.  This,  he  thought,  was  the  ordi- 
nary acceptation  of  the  expression.  He  believed  bis 
memory  did  not  mislead  bim  when  lie  stated  that  Ibis 
waathe  undcrstandiDg  of  it  at  the  Treasury.  He  reeol- 
Ucted  that  in  a  document  communicated  to  this  House, 
relating  to  the  compensation  of  custom-house  officers,  it 
had  been  so  understood.  The  nett  revenue  stated  in 
that  document  was  the  balance,  after  deducting  the  ex- 
penses of  collection  and  drawbacks.  The  Utter,  he 
thought,  in  ftcl,  formed  no  part  of  the  expenses,  though 
heretof(H«  so  stated.  He  would  suggest  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  so  altered  as  to  require  the  gron  revenue,  and 
the  amount  of  drawback  on  eseli  article.  This  would 
give  what  all  wanted.  All  agree  in  the  object  ot  ob- 
taining the  information.  Unless  we  put  it  in  thia  shape, 
we  could  not  expect  to  have  the  resolution  answered 
sufltcienlly  early  to  be  ot  any  service  lo  ua  this  session. 
By  this  resolution  we  shall  obtain  information  ift  a  con- 
densed form,  which  u  now  somewhat  scattered  in  the 
documents  annually  laid  upon  our  tables. 

Mr.  RBTN0LD9,  of  Illinois,  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  not  orderedt  and  the  motion  to  a^oum  was 
decided  in  thenegativet  Yeas  60,  nays  63. 

The  question  again  recurring  on  the  above  resolution, 
Mr.  CAUBRELENG  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"nett,"  and  insert  the  words  <* together  with  the 
amount  of  drawbacks  upon  each  articlei"  which  Mr. 
HUNTSMAN  accepted  as  a  modi6eation|  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  mitdtfied,  was  agreed  to. 

GEOLOGICAL  BEC0NN0IS3ANCE. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Nr.  HinosmsoH' 
on  the  SOlh  instant,  was  then  taken  up: 

AesoAiei/,  l*hat  5,000  copies  of  the  Senste  document 
No.  333,  entitled  "  Report  of  a  Geological  Beconnotasance 
made  in  1835,  from  the  seat  of  Government,  by  the  way 
of  Green  Bay  and  the  Wisconsin  Territory,  lo  the  Coteau 
De  Prairie,  by  G.  W.  Featheratonhaugh,  United  States 
geologist,"  be  prinied  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  this 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  resolution  was  modified  by 
the  addition  of  the  following  words:  **  underlbe  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Featberstonbaugh." 

Mr.  PARKER  objected  to  the  resolution,  unless  some 
gentleman  would  give  good  reasons  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  G.  LEE  aaid  be  bad  voted  uniformly  for  motions 
to  print  the  public  decaments;  the  people  were  entitled 


to  the  knowledge  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Govers- 
mentt  they  desire  this  knowledge,  and  he  had  seen  as 
document  which  was  not  proper  and  useful  for  the  peo- 
ple to  read  and  discuss. 

The  gentkman  from  New  Jersey  asks  who  wants  tbe 
document— who  will  read  it?  and  exprestes  an  oploioa 
that  not  one  in  one  hundred  thousand  will  read  it.  I  •ill 
inform  tbe  gentleman  that  several  scientific  gentlemea 
have  written  to  me  for  copies.  I  have  this  day  applied  at 
tbe  document  office  for  them,  and  am  informed  that  doI 
a  atngle  eopjf  remains.  Tbe  subject  of  tbe  geobgy  cf 
our  country  ts  an  Interesting  subject  to  all  emmn,  tai 
especially  the  geology  of  our  wide-spread,  hitherto  as- 
explored  reg^(His|  and  I  believe  tbe  very  reverse  ofAe 
opinion  of  the  gendeman  from  New  Jersey  would  be 
nearer  the  truth.  1  believe  that  not  one  in  one  hoih 
dred  thousand  of  the  reading  community  would  ful  to 
read  it  if  they  had  tbe  documenti  and  I  believe,  moreover, 
that  the  prinUng  and  the  diatribution  by  Congress  is  the 
most  convenient  and  the  cheapest  mode  of  disiemink> 
ting  information  that  can  be  devised. 

The  question  on  tbe  resolution,  as  modified,  was  tbes 
taken,  and  the  vote  being  ayes71,  noes  47— no  quorum- 
Mr.  PARKER  moved  that  tbe  Houseadjourn:  Lost,  64 
to  65. 

Mr.  OWENS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  tbetable: 
Lost,  without  a  count. 

Mr.  BBLL  wished  to  know  if  this  work  bad  been  ei- 
amined  by  any  one  competent  to  judge  of  its  meritsj  for 
they  had  often  ordered  books  to  be  printed  which  turn- 
ed out  to  be  worthless.  He  moved  that  the  resolution 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe  Library. 

Mr.  HENDERSON  accepted  this  aaa  modilicatioe; 
and,  so  modified,  tbe  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  a^ioumed. 

TvxBDAT,  DacxMBta  37. 

MICHIGAN. 

The  following  message,  in  writing,  was  received  frooi 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  by  the  bands  of  hit 
private  seeretaty,  Abdmt  Jackboh,  Jr.,  Esq. 
7b  the  Smote  and  Bouse  <tf  S^nae^ativa  ef  the 
J^alee  of  Jimerieae 

By  the  second  section  of  tbe  act/*  to  establish  the  nortb- 
ern  boundary  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  to  provide 
for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Uichigsn  into  the  Union, 
upon  the  conditions  therein  expressea,"  approved  Jai» 
15th,  1836,  the  eonsiituiion  and  State  Government  wbiefc 
the  people  of  Michigan  had  formed  for  themtelves  wM 
ratified  and  confirmed,  and  the  State  of  MiotHgtn  declar- 
ed to  be  one  of  the  United  Sutes  of  Ametica,  and  sd- 
mttted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  fooUng  with  Ik 
original  States,  but  on  the  express  condition  that  tbe 
said  Slate  should  consist  of,  and  have  jurisdictiDn  over, 
alt  the  territory  included  within  certain  boundaries  de- 
scribed in  the  act,  and  over  none  other.  It  wu  ftirtber 
enacted,  by  the  third  section  of  the  same  law,  that,  ss  a 
eomplianoc  with  tbe  ftindamemal  condition  adniisiBiH 
the  boundaries  of  tbe  State  of  Michigan,  as  thus  desoi- 
bed,  declared,  and  eatabliahed,  should  "receive  the•^ 
sent  of  a  convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people 
of  said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the  sstent 
therein  requiredt  that,  as  soon  as  such  assent  sboakl  be 
given,  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  should  » 
nounce  tbe  same  by  proclamation)  and  that,  tbereupsm 
and  without  any  further  proceeding  on  tbe  part  of  Con- 
gress, the  admisnon  of  tbe  Slate  into  the  Union,  si^ 
of  tbe  United  States  of  Adsertoa,  should  be  considered 
ss  complete,  and  ber  Senators  and  Bepresentatives  » 
the  Congress  of  tbe  United  Staiee  entitled  to  take  tbeff 
sests  without  further  delay. 

In  the  »ontb  of 
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nation,  enclosing  the  officikl  proceedingi  of  a  conven' 
tion  Kssembled  tt  Ann  Arbor^  in  Hichi^n,  on  the  36th 
of  September,  1836,  alt  which  are  herewith  Uid 
before  .you.  It  will  be  seen,  by  these  papers,  that 
the  convention  therein  referred  to  was  elected  by  the 
people  of  Michigan,  panuant  to  aD  act  of  the  State  Le- 
gislature, passed  on  the  35th  of  July  last,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  abore-naenttoned  act  of  Congress,  and 
that  it  declined  giving  its  assent  to  the  fundamental  con- 
dition prescribed  by  Congress,  and  rejected  the  same. 

On  the  24th  instant,  the  accompanying  paper,  with 
its  enclosure,  containing  the  proceedings  of  a  con> 
vention  of  delegates  subsequently  elected,  and  held 
in  the  Slate  of  Michigan,  was  presented  to  coe.  By 
these  papers,  which  are  also  herewith  submilted  fur  your 
coniideration,  it  appears  that  eteetiona  were  held  in  all 
the  counties  of  the  State  except  two,  on  the  5th  and  6tb 
days  of  December,  instant,  for  the  purpoae  of  electing  a 
convention  of  delegates  to  give  the  assent  required  by 
Congreasi  that  the  delegates  then  elected  assembled  in 
convention  on  the  14tb  day  of  December,  instant;  and 
that  on  the  following  day  the  assent  of  the  body  to  the 
fundamental  condition  above  stated  was  formally  giren. 

This  latter  convention  was  not  held  or  elected  by  vir- 
tue of  any  act  of  the  Territorial  or  State  LegtsUturei  it 
originated  from  the  people  IbemselveB,  and  was  chosen 
by  them  in  pursuance  of  reaolutions  adopted  in  primary 
assemblies,  held  in  the  respective  counties.  The  act  of 
Congress,  however,  does  not  prescribe  by  what  authority 
the  convention  shall  be  ordered,  or  the  time  when  or 
the  manner  in  wbieb  it  shall  be  diosen.  Had  these  lat- 
ter proceedings  come  to  oie  during  the  recess  of  Con< 
g^sa,  1  should  therefore  have  felt  it  my  duty,  on  being 
■atisfied  that  they  emanated  from  «  convention  of  dele- 
fCates  elected  in  point  of  fact  by  the  people  of  (he 
State,  fur  the  purpose  required,  to  have  issued  my  pro- 
clamation thereon,  as  provided  by  law.  But  as  the 
Authority  conferred  on  the  President  was  evidently  given 
to  him  under  the  expectation  that  the  assent  of  the  con- 
Tenlion  might  be  laid  before  htm  during  the  recess  of 
Congress,  and  to  avoid  the  delay  of  a  postponement 
until  the  meeting  of  that  body,  and  as  the  circumstancea 
which  now  attend  the  case  are  in  other  respects  pecu- 
liar, and  such  as  could  not  liave  been  foreseen  when  the 
act  of  June  15,  1836,  was  passed,  1  deem  it  most  agree- 
able to  the  intent  of  that  law,  and  proper  for  other  rea- 
sons, that  the  whole  subject  should  be  submitted  to  (he 
decision  of  Congress.  The  importanceofyour  early  action 
upon  it  is  too  obvious  to  need  remark. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WASHis«TO]t,  December,  1836. 

Tbe  message,  baring  been  read,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
CRAIO,  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the  Judioianr, 
nnd,  with  tbe  aecompinying  documents  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PROTECTION  OF  SKAHEN. 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  offered  the  followmgreaolution: 
Heioleedf  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  all 
laws  authorizing  protections  to  be  iasued  to  American 
seamen. 

Mr.  C.  briefly  explained  the  object  of  this  resolution. 
He  said  it  was  matter  of  surprae  that  these  laws  bad  not 
been  repealed  before  this  time.  In  the  early  stages  of 
our  Government,  In  the  infancy  of  our  dangers,  such 
lawa  were  necessary.  Rut  now  the  time  had  arrived 
when  the  flag  of  our  country  was  in  itself  a  sufBcient 
protection.  The  American  seamen  were  taxed  heavily 
for  the  payment  of  these  protections,  and  no  necessity, 
he  thought,  existed  for  their  continuance. 

Mr.  PARKER  was  understood  to  oppose  the  object  of 
the  reaolutloni  on  (he  pound  (bat  there  were  many  cases 


in  which  such  protections  were  indispensable;  such,  for 
instance,  as  shipwreck. 

Mr.  McKEON  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  would  yield  his  objections.  It  was  merely  for  in- 
quiry, and  be  trusted  that  the  Houae  would  not  oppose  a 
propontion  which  made  an  inquiry  into  the  propmty  of 
relieving  a  highly  deserving  clasa  of  oar  tilizens  from  an 
onerous  tax. 

Mr.  PARKER  said  he  wonld  not  oppose  the  adoption 
of  the  reaolution. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  said  that  be  ahoald,  at  a  proper 
time,  object  to  any  aheration  in  the  law  referred  to.  It 
had  been  adopted  with  a  view  to  increase  Ibe  nunrttcr  of 
American  seamen.  The  resolution,  like  many  others 
submitted  to  this  House,  looked  to  an  existing  evil,  and 
took  the  present  year  as  a  standard  for  years  to  come. 
The  law,  as  it  now  stood,  served  to  increase  tbe  number 
of  our  seamen;  ibe  resolution,  to  bia  mind,  looked  to  n 
decrease. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  eould  not  understand  bow  the 
removal  of  an  actual  exiatii^  Uz  upon  seamen  was  to 
deerease  their  number.  In  his  opinion,  the  tax  ought  to 
be  abolished.  If  the  Committee  on  Commerce  ttould 
see  any  reason  why  it  should  be  continued,  he  would 
yield  his  own  opinion  to  that  committee.  He  wished  to 
refer  it  to  them  simply  as  a  matter  of  inquiry.  So  far  aa 
he  had  himself  examined  the  subject,  and  from  the  in- 
formation be  had  collected  from  sources  where  (he  sub- 
ject ought  to  be  best  understood,  be  was  decidedly  of 
opinion  that  the  law  ought  to  be  abolished. 

Mr.  GILLET  hoped  ibe  resolution  would  pass,  but 
suggested  to  Mr.  Cahbublvho  so  to  enlarge  the  reso- 
lution as  (o  instruct  the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  abolishing  the  fees. 

Mr,  CAMBRELENG  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  was  very  glad  the  proposition  bsd 
been  made;  that  he  hoped  the  subject  would  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  that  they  would 
consider  it  in  all  its  aspects,  and  present  a  report  on 
which  the  House  might  act  with  deliberation,  it  was  a 
great  and  important  change  which  was  proposed  to  be 
made  in  the  condition  of  the  seamen  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  said  it  was  a  great  and  important  change; 
great  and  important  in  the  present  state  of  thing*,  and 
which  might  become  much  more  important  from  day  to 
day  by  a  change,  not  in  our  own  condition,  but  in  that 
of  other  nations.  He  had  his  doubts,  therefore,  whether 
thtt  resolution  was  not  too  extensive.  If,  bowevrr,  a 
report  was  made  by  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce,  they 
would  present  their  views  fully  on  the  subject.  He  bad 
his  doubts  whether  it  was  expedient  to  repeal  all  the  laws 
for  the  protection  of  American  seamen.  He  doubted 
very  much  whether,  even  in  a  stale  of  peace,  American 
seamen  ought  not  to  be  furntsbed  with  some  document 
or  paper,  constituting  tbeir  national  character,  which 
should  protect  tbem  over  tbe  surface  of  the  f  lobe.  He 
did  not  know  but  that,  in  the  present  condition  of  tbe 
world,  American  seamen  might  cross  over  the  ocean 
without  any  serious  danger  from  wanting  such  a  docu- 
ment; but  inasmuch  as  they  had  been  poasessed  of  such  a 
document  for  more  than  forty  years,  he  had  some  hesita- 
tion in  abolishing  it  altogether,  lest  thereby  titat  very 
useful  and  important  class  of  men  should  lose  the  pro- 
tection which  was  afforded  them  by  that  document, 
when  distant  from  their  country. 

The  world,  or  at  lea»t  the  United  States,  had  been  at 
peace  for  upwards  of  twenty  years)  and  there  might  be 
gentlemen  in  that  House  who  did  not  know  what  was  the 
origin  of  the  protection  which  it  was  now  proposed  to 
take  away.  It  originated  in  the  practice  of  impressment 
by  the  British  Government  in  time  of  war;  the  pradice 
of  taking  out  of  all  vessels  every  seamen  whom  tbe  offi- 
cers of  tbe  British  armol^tps  m>ght  th'mk  proper  to  con- 
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sider  M  a  British  subject.  The  United  Slates  had  en- 
dured thia  national  indignity,  and  our  seamen  had  en- 
dured  thia  heavy  affliction,  for  a  period  of  five-and* 
twenty  yean,  during  all  the  wars  of  the  Vrench  rerolu- 
tioQi  and  all  theaeUwa  had  been  founded  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  the  BritisI)  Government,  by  whicB,  from  the  mo- 
ment it  entered  upon  or  projected  a  war,  the  King,  by  an 
order  of  council,  authorized  hir  officers  on  the  sea  to 
take  Britich  seamen  wherever  they  were  to  be  found, 
without  regard  to  their  condition,  without  regard  to  their 
rights,  and  without  regard  to  the  engf^menta  by  which 
they  might  be  bound.  This  order  of  the  Briti^  council 
was  not  legal,  even  in  England,  in  time  of  peace;  but 
the  King,  by  his  prerogative,  had  the  power  of  making 
war;  »nd  whenever  he  projected  any  thing  like  hoalilities 
against  another  nation,  from  that  moment  an  order  of 
council  was  i-^sue d  to  t^ke  British  seamen,  wherever  they 
were  to  be  found,  from  all  American  vessels.  By  this 
order,  for  twenty^five  years,  every  aeaman  whom  the  of- 
ficer sent  to  search  or  examine  our  veasels  chose  to  con- 
sider as  a  British  aubject  was  taken,  and  the  only  check 
or  counteracting  influence  ever  enjoyed  by  the  United 
Statea  was  this  very  same  protection  whit^  it  was  now 
proposed  to  take  away.  It  was  introduced  as  an  expe- 
dient for  saving  native  American  citizens,  or  naturalized 
American  citizens,  from  being  taken  away  in  this  manner, 
and  impressed  on  board  the  British  ahipa  of  war,  to  serve 
the  King  of  England  fur  an  indefinite  length  of  timet  to 
expose  their  lives  in  his  wars,  and  to  be  entirely  depri- 
ved of  that  protection  which  their  country  owed  them. 
Now,  he  hoped  that,  if  the  resolution  passed,  and  was 
considered  by  the  committee,  they  would  consider  it 
with  very  serious  reference  to  this  state  of  things;  and 
that,  if  ill  the  laws  of  protection  were  to  be  repealed, 
they  would  provide  some  substitute  by  which  the  Amer- 
ican  setman  should  atill  be  protected-  He  hoped  it  waa 
not  the  intention  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
(UitBBiLKNo]  to  take  from  the  seaman  the  actual  pro- 
(ecliun  of  his  country. 

[Ur.  Cahbrxlehg  explained  that  the  role  d'equi- 
paget  which  every  master  of  a  vessel  took  from  the  cus- 
tom-house, was  a  sufficient  protection  to  the  sailor  when 
on  the  ocean.  He  did  not  see  that  any  American  seaman 
could  require  a  greater  protection.  The  Uw  ol  the  land 
expressly  providrd  that  no  seaman  aliould  be  discharged 
a  broad;  on  that  scnre,  therefore,  there  waa  no  difficulty- 
It  was  not  his  df  sign  lo  lake  away  any  protection  from 
seament  he  wiHhed  only  to  relieve  them  from  a  grievous 
tax,  if  it  could  be  done  without  impairing  any  imporlanl 
principle.] 

Ur.  Adams,  in  cimtinuation,  said  it  liad  not  been  his 
intention  when  be  rose  to  oppose  the  resolution,  nor  did 
he  mean  now  lo  oppose  it|  bat  be  did  mean  to  remind 
the  House  that  a  proposition  thus  made  waa  a  proposition 
involving  a  question  uf  peace  an  J  wsr;  and  it  v*t  a  ques- 
tion (if  peace  anil  war  with  no  less  a  Power  than  Great 
Britaini  anil  he  hoped  that  the  cummiltee  would  view 
the  subject  with  reference  to  that  role  (teguipoge  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  declared  to  be  a  sufiicient 
protection.  Uid  not  that  gentkmsn  know  that  there 
was  not  an  officer  in  the  British  service  who  would  look 
upon  it  at  any  more  than  a  piece  of  waste  paper?  Ifttie 
order  of  council,  authorizing  this  impressment  of  seamen 
were  issued  to-morrow,  and  it  infallibly  would  be  isiued 
in  case  Great  Britain  was  arnycd  against  any  maritime 
Power — against  France,  Russia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  or 
any  other  Power— I  ask  the  gentleman  what  good  hU 
role  tPequSpage  would  do  to  protect  an  American  citizen, 
native  or  otherwise,  afcainsl  thai  order?  It  would  be  no 
protection  at  all.  But  the  British  officers  would  ransack 
every  vessel  of  the  ocean,  and  would  take  out  every 
able-bodied  man  «hom  they  choae  lo  say  uasa  British 
buhjecl.    And  what  would  we  dof   We  would  remon- 


strate; we  would  instruct  our  ntinister  in  England  to  rt- 
monstrate;  and  we  would  cavtl  and  quarrel  as  we  did 
twenty-five  years  agot  and,  finally,  we  would  conne  to  a 
war.  That  wm  the  cause  of  the  wart  there  never  would 
bave  been  a  war  but  for  that  cause;  it  was  a  war  aa  right- 
eous as  was  ever  waged  on  the  Ace  of  the  earth;  and, 
much  as  he  abhorred  war  upon  earth,  he  hoped  it  vouU 
come  in  leaa  than  twenty-five  weeks,  if  a  seaman  abouU 
ever  again  be  taken  out  of  an  Americaa  veasel.  That 
was  the  cause  of  the  war. 

Twenty-two  yeara  had  now  elapsed,  during  which,  in 
time  of  peace,  the  United  States  had  been  cooMantly 
endeavoring  to  settle  this  matter  with  Great  Britain,  and 
had  never  been  able  to  do  so.  The  United  States  bad 
made  war,  and  had  been  obliged  lo  make  peace,  without 
remedying  the  evil.  Would  they,  then,  now  take  any 
this  protection  from  an  American  seaman,  not  perbapa 
very  necessary,  yet  it  might  be  very  proper  in  time  of 
peace  f  This  was  a  proper  subject  for  inquiry  by  a  com- 
mittee. But  be  wirited  especially  to  caution  the  House 
against  the  abolition  of  that  particular  protection,  with- 
out something  were  substituted  which  would  secure  the 
seaman  on  the  ocean.  As  to  the  fees  which  the  seaman 
paid  for  the  protection,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  vote  fur  iheir 
abolition  at  this  time;  but,  under  the  color  of  relieving 
the  sailor  from  that  trifle,  he  waa  not  willing  to  take  from 
him  that  which  waa  a  talisman  to  carry  him  safe  through 
the  world,  against  the  practice  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment (and  he  did  not  wiab  to  bandy  worda  or  to  quali^ 
the  truth)  of  seizing  aesmen  upon  every  occasion  to 
serve  the  British  King;  and,  under  the  pretence  that  he 
spoke  the  ume  language,  taking  it  for  granted  that 
every  stout  able-bodied  American  seaman  was  a  Briiidi 
subject.  He  wished  to  say  no  more,  nor  did  be  wish  to 
oppose  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CUUHING  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  partic- 
ular purpose  of  opposing  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion- Indeed,  he  thought  some  inquiry,  upon  a  point 
closely  connected  with  the  present,  not  undesirable. 
He  referred  lo  the  provision  of  the  law  requiring  the 
employment  in  the  merchant  service  of  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  American,  as  distinguished  from  fureigii,  mar- 
iners. Owing  lo  causes  not  immediate  only,  as  implied 
in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ithode  Island, 
[Mr,  PxABcE,]  not  temporary  only,  but  permanent  in 
their  operation,  there  ia  a  defictency  of  seamen  for  the 
supply  of  our  mercantile  as  well  as  our  military  matine. 
Not  only  does  the  difficulty  exist,.but  it  operates  une- 
qually in  the  different  psris  of  the  United  States.  At 
some  custom-houses,  as  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  had  occaaion  to 
know  in  bia  own  busineas,  there  is  more  rigor  in  the 
administration  of  the  Uw  in  thia  respect,  in  others  le«( 
which  gives  a  sensible  advantage  to  the  commerce  of 
those  ports  where  the  must  liberality  is  manifested.  R 
might  deserve  consideration  whether  some  relaxation  of 
the  existing  taws  in  that  particular  may  not  be  proper 
and  expedient.  There  certainly  cowld  be  no  serious  ob- 
jection lo  having  the  subject  exsmincd  by  a  committee. 

Hut  (Hr.  C.  aaid)  he  wished  to  object  most  distinctly 
and  empliatically  to  the  reasons  with  which  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Cavbxuiso]  advocated  the 
passage  of  the  resolution.  He  entertained  viewa  the 
very  opposite  of  those  which  that  gentleman  bad  ex- 
pressed. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  says  a  protection  i> 
not  neceuary  to  the  seamao,  because  the  roU  tPequ^agH 
will  indicate  hia  citizenship.  But  is  not  the  role  a  second- 
ary piece  of  evidence  only,  made  up  from  the  protec- 
tions themselves?  And  what  foreign  officer,  then,  would 
receive  the  role  as  conclusive  proof  of  the  ctl'zenship  of 
any  individual  whose  name  happened  lo  be  borne  upon 
it?  Betide  which,  the  individiuU needa  a.  document 
which  may  »ccompanjt^]|i|yff|j^V^®Og  [i@fr  ttt^ 
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Exeeuiioe  Deparimenit. 


[H.  OF  B. 


9agt  h€\ong»  to  the  ship.  The  individua)  Beaman  may 
De  difcharged.  Hit  eontraot  of  aervice  may  expire  in  a 
foreign  port.  Tbe  ship  may  be  wrecked.  And  wba^ 
then,  becomei  of  bis  protection^  Ii  it  not  self-evident 
that  he  should  hare  a  separate  document  to  prove  hit 

citizenship,  to  aceompnny  himsrif  wherever  he  mi^gates 
the  sea? 

But  Hr.  C-  had  a  still  p«rer  difference  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York.    He  [Mr.  CAVBna&BKo]  seems 
to  think  there  is  eometUng  dtscredilabte,  other  to  the 
eountry  or  tbe  indlTidtuI,  in  the  bot  of  tbe  latter  bearing 
K  protection.   Is  not  this  a  most  nustaken  view  of  the 
subject'  I  heartily  rejoice,  (said  Mr.  Cvsbiho.)  in  com- 
mon with  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that  a  series 
of  brilliant  naval  victories,  during  the  last  war,  has  vin- 
dicated the  honor  of  our  flag  in  this  matter;  and  I  trust 
we  shall  never  cease  to  maintain  the  same  controversy 
with  equal  decision  and  triumph.  But  is  it  dishonorable 
to  carry  a  protection^   By  no  means.   How  stands  the 
fact'   IF  an  American  citizen  desires  to  travel  to  foreign 
countries,  he  sends  to  tbe  Department  of  State,  and, 
upon  proof  of  bis  citizenship,  obtains  a  passporti  if  a  sea> 
snan  desires  to  pass  on  the  ocean,  he  repairs  to  an  oiBcer 
of  the  customs,  and  on  simitar  proof  obtains  a  protection. 
Tbe  things  differ  in  name;  in  substance  they  are  one. 
Each  of  them  is  a  certificate,  rigned  by  some  officer  of 
the  Government  authorised  by  law,  attesting  the  citizen- 
ship of  the  individual  named  and  described  in  the  docu- 
SBent.    Is  it  any  disgrace  to  the  United  States  to  give, 
or  the  citizen  to  receive,  such  a  document?  Surely  not. 
The  protection  is  to  the  mariner  at  sea  what  the  passport 
ia  to  the  landsman  on  shore.    Am  I  (said  Mr.  C.)  dis- 
honored by  bearing  such  a  doeuroent  in  fbreign  laiids  or 
in  distant  seas  f  On  the  contrary,  Is  it  not  natter  of  pride, 
as  well  as  convenience,  that,  armed  only  with  a  psper 
bearing  the  sea)  of  the  United  States,  I  may  travel  tbe 
earth  over,  secure,  in  every  place,  of  the  protection  of 
the  ministers  of  my  country,  of  the  good-will  of  the 
functionaries  of  countries  allied  with  us,  and,  if  need 
be,  of  the  guns  and  whole  public  force  of  the  repub- 
lic to  vindicate  any  injury  done  to  my  person?  That 
1  may  go  unbanned  Ihroughoat  the  world,  under  the 
magic  influence  of  the  broad  sea)  of  the  United  States? 

One  thing,  in  this  connexion,  (Mr.  C.  said,)  deserved 
the  interposition  of  this  House.  The  landsman,  though 
probably  belter  able  than  the  mariner  to  pay  for  his  past- 
port,  obtained  it  from  the  Department  of  State  free  of 
cost.  The  seaman  ought  to  have  bis  free  of  cost.  The 
fee  paid  by  him  to  the  customs  for  bis  protcotkm  oiwht 
to  be  immediately  abolished,  and  then  the  situation  or sll 
citizens,  in  this  pariicolar,  would  be  eqnal.  And  he 
■bould  insist,  if  the  resolution  was  to  be  adopted*  on 
amending  it  to  this  effisct. 

Mr.  CAMBBBLENG  expressed  his  astonishtnent  at 
what  bad  fallen  from  the  honorable  gentleman,  [Hr. 
Cosaiae.]  This  was  the  first  time  he  (Hr.  C.)  hid  even 
beardthat  protections  were  given  to  our  seamen  with  a 
view  to  their  conveoience  when  on  their  travels  in  for- 
eign countries. 

He  must  express  his  astonishment  at  the  pertinacity 
will)  which  some  members  still  persisted  in  holding  alle- 
giance to  the  British  flsg.  The  protection  referred  to 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  travelling  in  foreign  countries. 
Every  captain  of  a  vessel  was  bound  by  the  law  to  pay 
three  months'  wages  to  a  teaman  if  he  left  him  in  a  for- 
eign port,  if  in  an  island  where  there  was  no  consul  of 
ours  residing;  yet  a  captain  dare  not  leave  any  of  his 
bands,  because  the  owners  of  the  vessel  are  liable.  No 
protection  is  necessary  to  the  seamen  for  these  purposes, 
and,  therefore,  the  tax  imposed  upon  that  useful  class  is 
boib  odious  and  unnecessary.  That  tax  (Mr.  C.  ob- 
served) was  not  merely  twenty-five  cents,  ai  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  [Mr.  CDSBiae]  had  staled;  on  the  con* 
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trary,  tt  was  mwre  than  a  dollar.  Ai  to  the  origin  which 
had  been  assigned  to  these  protections  by  tbe  honorabls 
member  fiom  Massachusetts,  [Hr.  J.  Q.  Asahh]  Mr.  C. 
desired  that  our  flag  alone  should  be  a  protection  to  our 
seamen,  and  not  a  paltry  slip  of  paper,  for  which  they 
were  made  to  pay  an  onerous  and  odious  Ux.  This  was 
the  chief  cause  of  the  last  war,  namely:  that  our  flig  was 
not  itself  alone  a  sufficient  protection,  that  tt  was  not 
sufficiently  respected.  But  as  to  whether  these  protec* 
tiom  could  operate  in  warding  off*  the  caUmiiy  of  war, 
Mr.  C.  ridiculed  the  idea.  He  (Mr.  C.)  must  beg  the 
honorable  gentleman's  pardon,  [Hr.  J.  Q.  Asuis,]  but 
really  he  must  say  that  be  [Mr.  A.]  appeared  to  hun  ever 
on  the  alert  to  watch  each  little  specs  upon  the  horizon, 
and  make  it  out  as  if  it  were  a  cloud  portending  wart  be 
[Hr.  A.]  could  see  nothing  before  him  on  that  horizon 
but  war  and  blood.  These  laws  (Mr.  C.  said)  be  bad 
thought  for  years  past  were  unnecessary,  and  ought  to 
be  repealed;  ha  hoped,  therefore,  tb^  woukl  be  tota% 
abolished. 

Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  reso* 
lution  as  modified,  and  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr.  Wiss's  resolution  for  the  appwntment  of  a  select 
committee  to  inquire  into  tbe  conduct  of  tbe  different  de- 
partments, together  with  Mr.  Psabcb's  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  same  resolution,  were  the  first  thing  in  the 
orders  of  tbe  day. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  CAMBREL- 
BNG  moved  that  its  consideration  be  postponed  till 
Thursday  next,  in  order  to  Uke  up  several  bills  which 
he  deemed  of  great  importance. 

Hr.  DUNLAP  protested  against  the  Airther  postpone- 
ment of  a  decision  upon  the  resolution.  For  weeks  he 
had  wanted  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  bu- 
siness of  his  consliluentp,  when  its  proper  order  should 
bring  it  upi  and  he  was  against  interrupting  the  regular 
order  of  business  in  the  manner  proposed,  to  favor  any 
particular  bills  before  the  House.  Here  was  a  resolution, 
he  said,  to  which  no  member  of  the  House  ought  to  ob* 
ject,  and  least  of  all  ought  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion, which  had  been  attacked,  and  ought  to  Court  in- 
quiry  into.its  conduct,  (o  resort  to  this  expedient  of  post- 
ponement to  prevent  sction  upon  it,  &c. 

Mr.  CAMBREf.EMTrepelled  llie  charge  of  poalpo. 
ning  this  resolution  in  order  to  evsde  the  qucktion  of  in- 
quiry. Not  only  in  tbis^  but  in  the  last  session,  he  had 
voted  affirmatively  on  every  question  involving  an  inqui- 
ry into  ttie  alTairs  of  Governmentt  the  only  object  be 
now  had  in  view  was  the  public  benefit,  as  seversl  bills 
relating  to  appropriations  of  immediate  necessity  were 
waiting  to  be  passed.  If,  however,  the  House  should 
seem  to  desire  it,  be  (Hr.  C.)  would  withdraw  bis  motion 
to  postpone. 

The  House  wii  proceeding  to  tbe  debate  upon  Ibis 
resolution,  when 

Hr.  PICKENS  observed  that,  as  he  did  not  see  tbe 
honorable  mover  of  this  resolution  [Ur.  Wiss]  in  his 
seat,  and  as  that  gentleman,  no  doubt,  would  be  anxious 
to  watch  the  progress  of  the  debate,  and  perhaps  might 
wish  to  make  a  reply  to  what  bad  been  opposed  to  his 
resolution,  perhaps  it  would  be  according  to  parliament- 
ary use,  and  respectful  to  tbe  mover,  to  postpone  tbe  sub- 
ject until  hia  return.  He  therefore  moved  that  it  be 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  next. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Hr.  HARFEB,  Tuesday  next 
was  substituted,  it  being  doubtful  whether  Mr.  Wisi 
would  be  in  his  seat  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  BOON  hoped  the  consideration  of  Ibis  important 
subject  would  not  be  postponed  another  hour;  for  if  it 
were  much  further  postponed,  it  would  be  too  late  in 
the  season  to  obtain  the  mforoiatiGn  to  be  called  for. 
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The  queMion  of  poitpoiieinent  was  then  putt  and  a 
dirition  being  called  for,  there  appeared  98  for  the  poat> 
ponrment,  and  SI  agaimt  U.  8o  the  further  coniidera* 
tion  of  the  subject  was  postponed,  and  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  Tueidty  next 

THE  MINT  AND  COINAGE. 

The  House  0wn  again  resolved  itself  into  aCOBBmlttce 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  the  mint,  (to  eonsol- 
Idalc  all  etitting  and  some  other  regulations  coneening 
the  mint  and  coinage) — 

The  question  being  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  HABraa  to 
strike  out  140  grains,  (ihe  proposed  we^bt  for  Ibe  new 
eent,)  and  insert  in  lieu  of  it  168  grainy  (the  weight  of 
dw  present  cent.) 

The  debate  on  this  propoaiiion  was  resumed,  in  which 
the  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  CAMBRELENG  and 
Mr.  MeEIH.  and  aupponed  by  Mr.  HARPER,  and  at 
more  length  and  with  great  earnestnets  by  Mr.  ADAMS. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  HAnria  was  Bnally  agreed  to 
without  a  dirisiont  and  Mr.  ADAMS  then,  as  the  aection 
had  been  amended,  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike  out 
the  section  respecting  copper  edn. 

Mr.  BABPER  then  moTcd  further  to  amend  the  bill  so 
to  reduce  the  minimum  amount  of  gold  and  tilver  bul- 
lion receivable  at  Ihe  mint  for  coinage  from  two  hundred 
to  one  hundred  dollars)  in  support  of  which  he  made 
some  cogent  obKrrstions. 

Hr.  CAMBRELENG  made  no  opposition  to  this  me 
lion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  nm.  ton. 

Mr.  ADAMS  (hen  mored  to  amend  the  bill  sou  to 
rai«e  the  proposed  weight  of  *'the  dime,  or  tenth  part 
of  a  dollar,"  from  40  to  4H  grains  so  as  to  make  it  cor- 
respond in  weight  with  the  weight  of  the  new  dollar, 
(413^  grains.)  Unless  Ihis  amendment  was  made,  Mr. 
A.  said,  Ibe  bill  would  include  the  absurdity  of  declaring 
that  the  tcnih  part  of  413}  was  40!  Mr.  A.  protested, 
besides,  against  this  debasement  of  the  dime,  one  of  the 
most  usiriul  of  our  coins,  because  it  was  entirely  at  war 
with  the  decimal  syitem,  ■■  well  as  Itnding  in  practice 
to  introduce  confusion  into  the  currency. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  inclined  to  agree  in  Ihe  propri- 
ety of  this  smendmenr,  being  as  much  oppoKd  as  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  depreciating  the  coin. 
The  reduced  weight  bad  been  introduced  into  the  bill  at 
the  su^estion  of  (he  director  of  the  mint,  from  a  desire 
that  thrse  coins  should  be  kept  in  circulation  by  being 
made  lest  liable  to  be  exported  or  melted  up,  and  also  be* 
cause  the  coinage  of  small  coins  was  more  expensive  to 
the  mint  than  or  the  large. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Hr.  Asams  was  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

The  mint  bill  was  then  Isid  aside]  and 

The  hill  (before  the  ssme  committee)  for  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  the  suppression  of.lndian  hostili- 
ties was  taken  up  and  read  tbroogh,  no  objection  bring 
made  lo  it. 

Both  Ihe  billi  were  their  reported  to  the  Houtet  and 
the  amendments  to  the  mint  bill  were  immediately  taken 
up  for  consideration. 

The  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  amendment 
which  strikes  out  the  provision  making  cents  and  half 
cents  a  legal  lender  for  all  sums  less  than  a  dime,  it  wu 
oppoied  by  Mr.  GlIXET,  who  maintained  that  if  the 
coin  was  made,  it  ought  lo  be  a  legal  tender  to  some 
amount;  if  for  no  more,  at  least  for  half  a  dimei  and  he 
made  a  motion  so  to  amend  the  bill. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  suggesting  that  this  amendment  had 
been  introduced  on  the  motion  of  a  gentleman  now 
absent,  proposed  on  that  ground  to  postpone  (be  further 
eonsidcration  of  the  bill,  unless  senilemca  would  eon- 
ant  to  let  the  bill  pass  as  amended. 


Mr.  Gii.ut'b  opposition,  however,  was  overmlcd  by 
the  Houset  and  the  amendment  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  waa  concurred  in  by  the  House:  Yeas  86. 

Mr.  6ILLET  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  ISth  sec- 
tion, (being  all  that  part  of  ibe  bill  which  est^lishes  the 
weight  and  value  of  the  copper  coin. )  The  motion  was 
negatived,  without  a  eounti  and 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  wdered  to  be  engrow 
cd  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Indian  boatiltties  appropriation  bill,  as  well  as  the 
bill  msking  appropriations  for  payment  of  the  revehi- 
tionsry  pensioners,  were  then  ^o  ordered  to  be  eagioss 
ed  for  a  third  reading)  and 

The  House  a^Joarncd. 

Wu»tsDAT,  DicKxan  38. 
POST  OFFICE  IN  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  submitted  the  foUowingi 

Bao/vedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Oflce  and 
Poai  Roads  inquire  into  the  neccuity  of  erecting  or  oth- 
erwise procuriog  a  flre-proof  buiVding  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  (tar  the  tise  of  the  Post  Office  DepartnseM  aa 
ft  post  office. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  LEE  said  he  knew  well  (he  impropriety  of  ap- 
pending an  a^ument  to  a  Bubject-matlcr  on  reference 
lo  a  committee  for  Inquiry,  but  he  desired  the  House  to 
indulge  him  in  saying  a  few  words  in  Ihis  case.  It  was 
known  to  this  House  that  sn  immense  eorrespondenoe  cen- 
tres in  the  city  of  New  York;  the  amount  of  property 
enveloped  in  thiseorrespondaice  is  very  great— the  bank 
notes,  bills,  foreign  and  domestic,  executed  and  unne- 
euled  contracts,  papers  emanating  from  the  courts  of 
judicature,  and  other  public  documents— and  ahhough 
all  tn  traniitut  the  aggregate  amount  always  at  rest  m 
that  office,  and  liable  to  conflagration,  is  incalculable.  It 
is  true  iImi  the  comparatively  isolated  position  of  the 
present  office  renders  it  more  asfe  than  mai^  other  loea- 
thma  would  be,  but  by  no  means  secure. 

Mr.  Speaker,  from  causes  beyond  the  control  or  the 
guidance  of  ihe  peoplr.th&tcily,  more  than  any  other,  bsa 
suffered  by  firct  and  I  fear  the  appellation  of  *<  the  ciiy 
of  fire>,"  which  some  have  been  pleased  to  style  it,  is 
not  so  great  or  so  sirained  a  misnomer  as  we  could  wtdi 
it  to  be. 

I  compute  the  ownership  of  the  property  in  that  of- 
fice, by  the  best  data  within  my  reach,  to  be  about  one 
seventh  or  one  eighth  part  in  (he  citiaeni^  and  the  great 
balance  is  owned  by  the  people  of  all  the  States,  frmn 
LouiMsna  to  Maine,  from  Missouri  to  Virginia.  The  kwa  of 
that  kind  of  properly,  gentlemen  know  as  well  as  I  do, 
is  irreparable.  No  man  can  be  more  careful  or  more 
faithful  than  Mr.  Coddington,  tlie  present  incumbeat 
ihercf  but  no  care,  no  nwasurei^  SMrt  of  a  fire-ptoof 
building,  wHl  insure  security. 

The  retention  wss  then  concurred  in. 

FOREIGN  CONSULS. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  submitted  the  following,  vUeh 
was  resd: 

Betohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AITairs  i» 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  aboliahing  the  offices  of 
agent  of  clalma  at  Paris  and  London. 

Mr.  V.  said  be  had  a  single  word  to  say  in  r^ard  to 
this  resolution.  It  would  be  remembered  that  we  had 
for  years  gone  on  and  paid  to  (he  consuls  st  London  sad 
Paris  each  $2,Q0O,  as  sgenla  of  claims.  He  could  >ot 
learn  that  there  was  any  law  in  the  statute  book  to  cre- 
ate this  office  of  agent  of  claims.  Although  there  may, 
originally,  have  been  some  American  cilixens,  to  re- 
quire some  agency  from  the  consuls  at  London  and 
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more  elainw  longer  to  justify  this  tlluvance.  At  nil 
events  be  wanted  the  thing  called  by  its  right  name. 
If  you  Bay  you  will  allow  to  each  of  these  consuls  $2,000 
per  rear,  as  conauli,  be  it  sot  but  call  ihem  not  agents 
of  claiiDB.  it  would  be  recollected  that  last  year  we 
puaed  an  aet  for  the  relief  of  the  eomul  at  London,  by 
which  it  is  Mid  that  about  93,500  is  anooally  to  be  af> 
lowed  to  him  for  ofBee  rent,  clerk  hire,  fuel,  &c.  Thi^ 
in  addition  to  his  93,000  as  agent  of  claiiM,  and  his  fees 
of  office,  making  his  income  nearly  or  quite  equal  to 
that  of  your  resident  minisler.  He  felt  it  his  duty  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this  subject. 

EXTENSION  OF  THE  PENSION  STSTEU. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  submiited  the  following: 

Reaoleed,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
•HHM  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
anaending  the  third  section  of  the  act  entitled  <<  An  set 
granting  half  psy  to  widows  or  orphans,  where  (heir 
buabaflds  or  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  received  in  the 
military  serrioe  of  the  United  Slates,  in  certain  cases,  and 
for  otlicr  pniposea,"  approved  July  4»  1836,  so  as  to  ex* 
tend  the  provisions  of  that  section  to  all  widows  of  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  whose 
husbands  were  entitled  to  a  pension,  excepting  cases  of 
■eeond  marriage  after  the  termination  of  the  war. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  Mr.  T.  addressed 
(he  House  as  followst 

Mr.  Speekffi  Before  Uking  the  question  oa  this  reso- 
lotion,  I  ask  the  indulgence  cf  the  Hoa«e  while  1  aubmit 
■  few  renarks.  I  bad  prepared  a  resolution,  instructing 
the  committee  to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  extend, 
ing  (he  provisions  of  the  act  to  those  widows  of  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  whose  marriage 
took  place  previous  to  the  close  of  the  wari  where- 
as the  act  of  the  last  session  gives  a  pen«on  only 
to  those  widows  whose  marriage  took  place  previous 
to  the  expiration  of  the  laat  term  of  military  aervice 
of  tlieir  hoibandst  but  having  received  some  eom- 
ntunieatlons  upon  the  subject,  and  upon  further  re- 
flection, I  have  been  induced  to  alter  it  in  the  mao- 
ner  as  now  presented.  1  have  done  ao  from  a  deep 
conviction  that  if  there  is  justice  or  propriety  In  extend- 
ing the  pen»on  aystem  to  the  widowa  of  penwonen^  as 
now  provided  by  Uw,  there  b  equal  justice  end  proprie- 
ty in  extending  it  in  the  manner  proposed)  and,  indeed, 
mr,  I  may  say  tnere  would  be  great  injustice  in  withhold- 
ing it. 

The  act  which  it  is  proposed  to  amend,  I  believe, 
passed  without  opposition,  or  at  least  with  great  una- 
nimity. There  was  manifeat  in  the  House  a  strong  dispo- 
•ilioa  to  extend  the  penden  system  to  the  sf^  widows 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  Rerolutiont  and  1  am  inclined  to 
the  opinion  ttml.  If  more  time  had  been  allowed,  more 
deliberation  bestowed  upon  the  subject,  the  act  would 
not  have  been  aa  limited  in  its  provisions  as  it  now  Is.  I 
believe  I  may  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  no 
■legisUtioa  by  Congress  meets  more  decidedly  and  cor- 
dially the  approbation  of  the  people  of  these  United 
States  than  does  that  whidl  extends  the  liberality,  the  jus* 
tiee,  of  this  nation  to  that  class  who  yet  linger  among  us, 
and  who  were  participators  directly,  or  even  indirectly, 
in  tba  priTitions,  the  sufferings,  and  the  sacrifices,  of  the 
war  of  the  Revolution)  and  I  rejoice,  sir,  that  it  is  sot 
for  it  indicates  that  deep  and  abiding  gratitude  which 
flows  from  a  juit  seme  and  due  appreciation  of  the  great 
bencfiu  whicQ  they  obtained,  a  cherishing  of  the  princi- 
plea  vluefa  they  taught,  and  a  veneration  and  atiaeh- 
■icnt  to  the  institutions  which  they  establisbed.  This 
trulyAmertcaD  feeling  may  well  be  indulged,  and  should 
be  gratified,  especially  as  we  have  ao  abundantly  the 
ncansof  gratifying  it)  for,  while  it  confers  upon  the  aged 
and  worthy  teimaDt  at  a  ran  of  patiiots  and  heroes 
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some  just  reward  for  meritorious  services  and  sacrifices, 
it  cherishes  and  cultivates  those  sentiments  of  respect 
and  attachment  to  the  political  doctrines  and  principles 
of  a  purer  age,  which  tend  tu  the  security  of  freedom 
and  the  aafely  of  the  Union.  And  why,  air,  have  yoa 
extended  your  pension  system  to  the  widows  of  those 
who  were  entitled  to  a  penaionr  It  is  because  they,  too, 
have  made  sacrifices  in  the  c^use  of  their  ctHintryi  it  is  be> 
cause  tbey  have  endured  harddiips  and  encountered  dan. 
gers  for  their  country's  freedomt  it  is  because  they  hava 
united  their  fortunea  and  identified  their  inlereats,  from 
esrly  life,  with  those  who  fought  your  battlea.  It  is  be. 
esuse  of  the  encouragement  which  they  gave  and  tha 
influence  which  tbey  exerted — an  encouragement  which 
never  faltered  in  the  gloomiest  period  of  that  war, 
and  an  influence  which  was  felt  wherever  there  wae 
a  tented  Geld,  a  battle-ground,  or  a  soldier  to  be  en- 
listed Tor  the  service.  The  patriotism,  the  seal,  ay,  and 
enthusiasm  of  that  day,  were  not  confined  to  tboae  by  na. 
ture  constituted  to  endure  the  hardships  of  a  soldier's 
life,  but  pervaded  all  claasea  of  society,  and  were  consple- 
uoudy  manifested  by  the  gentler  aexi  no  matron  or 
maid,  in  the  proudest  days  of  Spartan  valor,  would,  aa 
the  blush  of  wounded  pride  mantled  on  her  eheek,  have 
turned  with  more  of  acorn  and  indignation  from  the 
coward  who  had  baaely  fled  from  the  defence  of  lUs 
country,  than  would  the  American  women  of  that  peri- 
od have  turned  from  him  whose  treaeheir  or  eowardten 
had  thrown  disgrace  upon  him.  And  this  Influence  was 
powerfol  in  the  success  of  the  wari  it  anlmted  the 
heart,  it  nerved  the  arm  of  the  soldier,  and  prompted 
him  to  deeds  of  daring  and  of  valor. 

But,  air,  I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  merits,  the  influ. 
ence,  and  the  aacrificea,  of  the  American  women  of  revo- 
lutionary timest  for  you  have  already  settled  the  prinei- 
ple,  that  the  widow  of  the  pensiimed  soldier  <^  the  Rev- 
olution Is  entitled  to  a  eontmuanoe  of  that  bounty  of  the 
Government  which  her  huaband  enjoyed)  but  you  have, 
aa  I  humbly  conceive,  unjustly  confined  it  to  those,  and 
those  only,  whose  marriage  took  place  previous  to  the 
last  military  services  of  their  husband*.  And,  sir,  isthia 
fact,  the  fact  of  marriage  previous  to  the  last  military 
services  uf  the  soldier,  so  important  as  to  settle  the  ques. 
tioa  whether  the  widow  is  entitled  to  the  pension  wbieh 
her  hnsband  enjoyedf  Should  that  het,  I  ask,  be  the 
test  by  which  you  are  to  determine  the  justice  or  the  ex- 
pediency of  continuing  the  pension  to  the  widow?  It 
appeara  to  mc  not,  sir.  Neither  do  I  conceive  that  mar. 
riage  previous  to  the  cloae  of  that  war  is  the  just  critc* 
rion  by  which  this  question  should  be  decided,  if  the 
wife  of  the  soldier,  while  he  was  perilling  his  life  in  tha 
service  of  bis  country,  was  suffering  at  home  oumy  and 
great  privations,  and  participating  largely  in  sympathy, 
anxiety,  and  solicitude  for  the  ssfety  of  her  busbaod, 
and  the  auceess  of  (he  cauae  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
is  entitled  1o  the  inheritance  of  that  annuity  which  you 
since,  of  right,  have  granted  her  husband  while  living, 
how  much  leas  worthy  thia  favor  is  the  widow  who,  iu> 
though  at  that  period  she  might  have  atood  in  no  other 
relation  than  that  of  the  afiiectionale  daughter,  the  anx- 
ious abater,  of  thoae  who  were  hsxarding  all  in  their  ooan- 
try's  cause,  and  who,  after  participating,  pet^iaps^  equal- 
ly in  the  sufferings  peculiar  to  thoae  times,  at  the  close 
of  the  war  united  her  fortune  for  life  with  that  of  the 
war-worn  soldier,  or  the  affianced  maid,  whose  marriage, 
from  motives  or  prudence,  advice  of  friends^  the  perils 
of  the  times,  and  anxiety  for  the  cauae  in  which  all  were 
engaged,  was  deferred  until  patriotism  and  valor  were 
crowned,  and  peace  and  tranquillity  restored  to  tba 
country'  And  yet,  by  ^our  present  law,  the  one  is  en- 
titled to  a  pension,  while  ihe  others  are  deprivedi  and 
the  number  of  this  class  is  not  eompwatively  sinall.  Sir, 
tbose  day.  we»  not  »  ^^^.f^ff^i^  |hr: 
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ing  in  imrrlige  at  they  were  of  toil,  of  tufrering,  and 
of  btoodifaed,  in  a  plonout  causei  and  if  the  facta  could 
he  precisely  known,  I  doubt  not  it  would  be  found  that, 
with  thowaclually  en^^d  in  the  serTice  of  (heir  coun- 
try, more  marriages  were  conaummated  soon  after  ihe 
war  than  during  the  entire  period  of  the  Revohiliunt  and 
yet  you  deprive  the  widowiof  all  lueh  of  that  hounty 
which  you  bestow  upon  the  otheri.  la  thia  equal  juatice? 
Ii  it  right? 

But,  air,  my  object  ia  not  to  diacuaa  the  queation  at 
this  time,  but  merely  to  bring  the  subject  before  the 
House,  with  the  hope  that  the  eoromittee  will  gire  it 
their  immediftte  tttentioii,  «nd  report  a  bill  in  oonformi- 
ty  to  the  aaggestiona  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  STOBER  remarked  that  the  Committee  on  Rct- 
olutionary  Pensions  had  had  thu  aobjeet  under  consider* 
ation,  and  would  report  a  bill  meeting  (he  views  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York. 
.   The  resolution  waa.then  agreed  to,  turn.  di$. 

LAND  BOUNTY  TO  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LATE 
WAR. 

Mr.  HARD  offered  the  foUowing  reaolution: 
Haoked,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
atructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  granting  to  each  of  the  diabanded  ofBcera  who 
served  in  the  late  war  with  Great  BriUin  a  quantity  of 
land,  according  to  rank,  as  a  remuneration  for  sacrifices 
and  aervicca  rendered  by  tbem  in  that  war. 

Mr.  WILUAH8,  of  North  Caronna,  said  be  was  op- 
posed to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  It  held  out,  aa 
he  thought,  deluaire  hopes  to  the  officers  who  bad 
served  during  the  late  war.  A  Mmilar  propoution  had 
frequently  been  tubnilted  to  the  Houae,  but  had  never 
been  favorably  received  or  acted  upon,  ao  far,  at  least, 
aa  his  recolleetion  went  He  thought  (bat  it  would  be 
utterly  Inoonaistent  with  the  duty  which  the  House  owed 
to  other  classes  of  our  citizens,  to  grant  lands  according 
to  the  terms  of  this  resolution.  What  claims  had  these 
ofBcera  on  the  Government?  Had  a  bounty  been  prom- 
ised (o  them  when  (hey  entered  the  aervice,  or  had 
they  at  any  time  been  induced  to  believe  that  such  a 
bounty  would  be  given?  There  waa  no  law  aulhorixtng 
■ucb  an  expectation,  or  justifying  such  a  belief.  Why, 
then,  should  the  hope  be  held  out?  Did  gentlemen 
propose  to  give  iheae  officers  a  gratuity  f  for  it  amounted 
to  (iiat,  and  nothing  else.  If  a  bounty  was  proposed  at  , 
all,  let  it  be  extended  to  those  who  were  deserving  of  i 

'  it)  deserving,  be  meant,  on  the  acore  of  necessity.  How 
nuny  people  were  there  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  who  would  be  entitled  to  it,  on  (be  acore  of  ne- 
ceanty,  much  more  than  these  officers?  He  hoped  no 
such  resolution  would  be  adopted.  If  it  was  adopted, 
be  ho|ped  the  committee  and  the  House  would  both  re- 
ject the  proposition.  The  resolulioa  held  out  delu«ve 
pRitpecto,  and  for  this  reason  be  was  oppoaed  to  it. 

Mr.  HARD  said  he  hoped  (he  resolution  would  be 
allowed  to  pass  without  oppontion,  because  it  was  a 
mere  resolution  of  Inquiry.  He  waa  compelled  to  differ 
wHh  Ae  i^ntleman  from  Kortb  Carolina  aa  to  the  man- 

'  ner  tn  which  these  propositions  bad  been  received  by 
the  House  at  varioua  limea. 

Mr.  H.  waa  understood  to  say  thit  the  proposition 
had  received  the  Atvorable  report  of  two  committees  of 
two  Congresses,  although  the  bills  which  accompanied 
(be  reports  had  never  passed.  The  reaaon  was,  (bat  i( 
cane  up  at  a  period  of  the  sesaion  when  there  was  not 
time  to  act  upon  it.  He  would  not  now,  however,  enter 
Into  the  merits  of  the  case.  He  did  not  know  hot  what, 
if  a  proper  inveatigatiun  ahould  be  made  by  a  committee, 
be  might  himself  oppoae  the  propoaition,  although  his 

S resent  tmpresnons  were  now  favorably  inclined  towards 
.  The  countty  was  now  in  a  situation  to  compensate 


those  individuala  who  bad  served  it  daring  the  period  of 
its  travail  and  ita  perila.  Probably  the  very  reason  wby 
the  bounty  waa  not  granted  before  waa,  because  the 
country  wu  in  debt  and  unable  to  grant  it.  But  new, 
when  our  Treasury  was  full  to  overflowing,  and  tbe 
only  question  waa  how  we  were  to  dispose  of  our  tnonqr, 
and  when  there  was  such  a  struggle  for  the  distribwtion 
of  public  lands  among  speculatort  and  (hoae  who  were 
not  worthy  of  them,  he  thought  the  time  had  come  when 
an  investigation  ought  to  be  made,  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain whether  or  not  It  was  right  to  do  somethinf  for  the 
claas  of  men  referred  to. 

Mr.  A.  MANN  said  that,  generally,  be  wu  in  bvoroT 
the  views  which  had  been  expressed  by  the  genOeman 
from  North  Carolina,  {Ur.  Wi&uaxs;]  bu^  on  the 
preaent  oecaaion,  ^  thought  hb  [Mr.  W's]  vtewa  were 
too  rigid.  In  every  emergency  of  our  couottr,  Con- 
greaa  had  lit>erally  appropriated  lands  to  (be  omecraof 
our  army.  Waa  not  Congreas  every  year  tegtalating  Ibr 
officers  of  the  Vi^lnia  line?  Congress  had  granted 
lands  to  tbe  soldiers  of  the  Issl  wart  sEouM  it  be  refined 
to  the  officers?  He  did  not  aay  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
proposition)  but  be  was  in  bvor  of  inquiry,  and  of  ba«in( 
all  the  information  which  the  industry  of  the  comnittee 
could  collect,  to  that  the  Houae  might  better  asccrlnin 
whether  the  bounty  should  be  given  or  not. 

The  policy  of  every  SUte  bad  been  to  reward,  witt  a 
liberal  hand,  those  who  had  perilled  their  lives  in  de> 
fence  of  th«r  country.  What  waa  it  that  nerved  the  am 
of  the  British  soUier  in  time  ofdai^er  and  of  battle?  It 
was  the  knowledge  that,  if  he  feH,  his  country  woald 
provide  for  his  wife  and  bis  children.  Mr.  M.  hoped 
tbe  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

Hr.  HARDIN  was  tn  favor  of  an  inquiry  into  tbe  aub- 
ject.  Tbe  officera  of  the  revtdutionary  war.  It  waa  wcH 
known,  bad  been  but  badly  paid,  in  a  depredated  eoin, 
of  little  or  no  value)  and,  to  induce  them  to  eontimse  in 
(he  service,  the  State  of  Virginia,  in  the  year  1779,  bad 
given  lands  to  those  who  were  willing  to  serve  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  That  State,  with  what  policy  he  would 
not  say,  but  with  great  liberality,  had  ceded  to  the 
United  States  nearly  all  tbe  lands  which  abe  owned,  and 
she  was  unable  to  comply  with  her  centraet.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  United  Stales  bad  thought  it 
their  duty  to  pay  the  debt  which  Virginia  had  cootraded. 
But,  aa  regarded  the  officera  of  the  late  war,  they  were 
paid  in  a  sound,  substantial,  solid  curren^.  Mr.  H. 
here  specified  (he  particubir  mode  of  psyment,  &c. 

Had  any  prumiae  been  made  of  this  Imunty  ?  None. 
Was  the  Government  under  any  obligation  to  give  soch 
bounty?  None.  The  United  States  had  complied  with 
(heir  agreements,  and  bad  paid  these  officera  liberally. 

Mr.  H.  thought  that,  if  bounty  lands  wete  to  be  thus 
given  to  the  officers  of  the  regular  service,  tbey  m^l 
as  well  be  extended  to  officers  of  Ihe  miKtia.  He  wooU 
venture  to  ssy  that,  if  this  system  of  giving  bounty  lands 
was  once  commenced,  there  would  be  no  trouble  bere- 
afler  about  the  surplus  revenue,  nor  any  necessity  to 
hunt  out  artielea  on  which  to  reduce  the  tariff.  He 
hoped  that  the  gentleman  teom  North  CaroTma  (Mr. 
WiLUAwa]  would  witltdraw  his  opporition,  and  let  the 
inquiry  be  made.  But  when  the  subject  came  up  fiir 
discuuioni  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr^  Mau] 
would  find  that  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  not  taken  a  new  view 
of  radical  principles. 

Mr.  CRAIG  thought  that,  if  the  inquiry  waa  pervil- 
ted  by  the  House,  the  impression  would  be  spread 
abroad  that  Congreas  would  give  this  bounty.  It  woeU 
be  much  better  to  reject  the  proposition  deciMrely,  thaa 
to  bold  out  delusive  hopes.  He  was  tbetcfore  opposed 
to  the  inquiry.  As  to  the  character  of  tbe  oAoers  ^ 
tbe  bite  war,  he  had  nothing  to  Hjr.  But  tbe  qncation 
was,  ought  Congre«^o  .^,^^thQpfl«)^[^n«d.  of 
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poliey'  Did  ffood  policy,  or  »  compliance  with  any 
compact,  require  \H  Certainly  not.  Nor  oouM  it  be 
giren,  as  in  the  caae  of  "Vlrg^nU  land  warranty  on  the 
auppMition  that  there  wai  a  letretty  ofoffieeri.  Suebi 
it  wai  well  known,  wal  not  the  hxA.  He  moved  to  lay 
the  reiolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  yeas 
snd  nayt  on  that  moliont  which  were  ordered,  and, 
being'  taken,  were  at  followt: 

TsAS— Hewn.  John  Q.  Adams,  Heman  Allen.  Bailey, 
Barton,  Blacfc,  Boekee,  Boon,  Borden,  Brown,  Bu< 
chanan,  Bynum.  John  Calhoon,  CUnbreleng,  Campbell, 
<Jarr,  Carter,  Georfe  Chamber^  Chaney,  Nathaniel  H. 
Claibome,  Clark,  Cotes,  Corwin,  Crai|r.  Cramer,  Cush- 
'm%,  Cuahman,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Dunlap,  Elmore, 
Brans,  Fairfield,  Fowler,  Fry,  Fuller,  James  Garland, 
Cillet,  Graham,  Grayson,  Griifin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hardin,  Harper,  Haynes,  Hazrltine,  Hiester,  Holt,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman, 
Inf^am,  Wm.  Jackson,  Jarvit,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  LsnsinR,  Lawler,  Lawrence, 
Gideon,  Lee,  Thomu  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Lennard,  Lewis, 
Lincolp,  Logan,  Love,  Lucaa,  Job  Hann,  Martin,  Wm 
Maaon,  Hasan,  Haury,  HcCarty,  HcComaa,  McKay, 
MoKim,  McLene,  Honrgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Owens, 
Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pearson,  Petti- 
'grew,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Hench- 
er,  Joseph  Rejmolds,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  W. 
B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Standefer.  Taliarerro,  Thomas,  W.  Thompson,  Turner, 
Turrill,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Wardwell,  Washington, 
Etisha  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wlllwms, 
S.  WillUms^lSl. 

Nats— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley,  Jas.  M.  H. 
Beale,  Beaamont,  Dell.  Bond,  Boree,  Boyd,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Chapman,  Cbapin, 
Chetwood,  Childs,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Crane, 
Dsvts,  Uawson,  Denny,  Doubleday,  Dromgoote,  Efner, 
Kverett,  French,  Galbraith,  Rice  Garland,  Glascock, 
Oranger,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hard,  Harlan,  Samuel  8. 
Harnson,  Albert  G.  Harrwon,  Henderson,  Hoar,  Janes, 
Henry  Johnson,  Kennon,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  L«y,  J. 
Lee,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijsh  Hann,  HcKennan,  Mercer, 
Muhlenberg,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phillips,  John 
Heynokls,  Seymour,  Shielda,  Spangler,  Storcr,  Taylor, 
-J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Vanderpoel,  Wsgener,  Webster, 
Week%  White,  Yell,  Young— 70. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Vlrghiis,  moved  the  blowing 
resolution  t 

Baohidt  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  commu- 
nicate  to  this  House,  if  wilhin  bis  power,  the  dividends 
and  surpluses  which  were  declared  by,  and  the  surpluses 
-and  contingent  funds  remaining  in,  the  several  banks  in 
which  the  pubGe  mmey  is  deposited,  for  the  years  1833, 
■1834, 1835,  and  1836,  severally. 

-  The  House  havinfr  agreed  now  to  eonnder  this  resolu' 
lion,  a  diseusnon  took  place  on  the  question  whether  the 
inquiry  should  also  extend  (o  the  expenses  of  the  banks 
as  well  as  to  their  proRtai  an  amendment  to  this  effect 
having  been  offered  by  Mr.  Giilkt. 

Mr.  WADDT  THOMPSON  opposed  this  amendment. 
He  deemed  it  of  no  manner  of  conscquenee  what  the 
expenses  of  the  banks  might  have  been.  The  object  of 
the  resolulion  was  to  ascertain  their  nett  profits,  and 
their  expenses  would  of  course  be  first  deducted.  If  an 
'  inquiry  of  this  nature  should  be  instituted,  Mr.  T.  flat- 
tered himself  it  would  bring  to  light  a  system  of  corrup. 
tioQ  so  vast  and  so  exteniive  that  no  country  whatever, 
be  its  people  ever  so  virtuous  and  honest,  could  possibty 
atand  before  such  a  power  of  corruption.   Ur.  T.  pro* 


ceeded  to  instance  the  case  of  a  little  bank  In  Michigan, 
with  a  very  small  capital,  which  bank  had  received 
eight  hundred  Ihousawl  duUars  of  depomte,  though  not 
entitled,  aeewding  to  its  capital,  to  more  than  a  very 
small  pn^wrtion  of  that  amount.  After  a  few  more  ob- 
servations, 

Mr.  HARLAN  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  GiLLET  by  adding  as  follows:  "and  that  he  state 
also  whether  the  salary  of  an  agent  at  Ihc  seat  of  the 
General  Government  compose  a  part  of  the  expenses  of 
said  banks,  the  name  of  the  agent,  and  the  several  aums 
paid  him  by  ssld  institutions,  respectively." 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  Hr.  BOON,  and  de- 
cided In  the  affirmative. 

So  the  House  adjourned  without  passing  upon  Hr. 
Gablasb's  resolution* 

ThCBBDIT,  DaCBHBBB  29. 
NATIONAL  CURRENCY. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  fol. 
lowing  memorial,  presented  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  laid  on  the  table,  and  again  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  House  yesterday  by  Mr.  GALBnirm: 

lotke  honorable  Ihe  Smote  and  Boute  of  Bepretenfatiees 
of  the  United  Statea  of  America  in  Congren  attembled; 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Penn- 
sylvania, respectfully  represents:  That  we,  in  common 
with  a  large  portion  of  our  fellow  .citizens,  have,  for 
some  time  past,  viewed  with  some  degree  of  alarm  the 
rapid  encroachments  of  incorporsted  companies  upon 
Ihe  liberties  and  rights  of  the  people,  particularly  those 
established  for  the  purpose  of  banking.  As  the  system 
now  exists  in  the  several  States  incorporating  c<Hnpanies 
for  that  purpose,  it  destroyi^  as  we  conceive,  the  design 
of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  which  prohibits 
the  Slates  from  coining  money,  emitting  bills  of  credit, 
&c.  The  notes  or  bills  of  those  banking  companies,  in- 
corporated by  Ihe  Statea,  are  rapidly  taking  the  phuie  of 
the  constitutional  currency  of  the  country — gold  and  sil> 
ver — and  a  continued  fluctuation  snd  uncertainty  pmdu> 
ced  in  the  circulating  medium,  which  the  constitution 
intended  should  be  steady  and  permanent.  Onder  these 
circumstances,  we  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  auggeat  to 
the  conaideratlon  of  Congress  the  propriety  of  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  constilutiotf  of  the  United  Slates, 
for  the  adoption  of  the  several  States,  reatrteting  the  in- 
corporation of  banking  companies,  and  limiting  them  in 
their  issues  of  bank  notes.  We  wish  not  to  be  consid- 
ered as  asking  for  any  powera  being  given  to  Congress 
to  incorporate  companies  of  thla  description,  but  simply 
the  restricting  of  the  SUtes.  We  are  opposed  to  tlie 
increase  of  power  in  the  National  Governrornl,  or  a  con< 
solidated  Govemmenti  but  if  the  system  before  mention- 
ed be  permitted  to  progress  as  it  has  for  the  last  few 
years,  we  apprehend  the  consequences  to  the  communi- 
ty may  be  serious,  and  duigeruus  to  the  stability  of  our 
republican  institutions. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  further  to  represent,  that 
they  have  understood  that  the  new  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  is 
now  reissuing  the  notes  of  the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  United  States  was  a  atockbolder  to 
the  amount  of  one  flf\h  of  the  stock)  thus  unwarranta- 
bly and  fraudulently,  aa  we  believe.  Involving  the  hxth 
and  credit  of  (he  United  Stater,  bringing  this  State  into 
colllaion  with  the  other  aisters  of  the  confederacy,  and 
calculated  to  produce  confusion  and  disorder  in  ibe  cir- 
culating medium  of  the  country.  Your  memorialists, 
therefore,  beg  leave  to  cull  the^^t^^^^ongrest  to 
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the  Mbject,  to  inquire  whether  the  fut  be  u  hu  been 
reportediand  if  ao,  if  tbereare  mymeaiwln  Ibe  power 
of  Congrcn,  to  prevent  tuch  Krottend  improper  prtcti- 
oei  upon  tbc  Oorernroent.  And  yunr  menwriftliitt,  u 
in  du^  bound,  will  ever  pnj,  &e. 


Geor)^  Kribba. 
William  M.  Walker. 
John  Hamo,  jr. 
Daniel  Brown. 

A.  Webber. 
Jamea  Adami. 
Jacob  Dubbi^  jr. 
Jonathan  Ayrea. 
Jt^n  Singleton. 

B.  A.  Plumer. 
Jamea  Adami. 
Jamea  R.  Snowden. 
Jamea  Thompion. 
Samuel  C.  Small. 


William  Parker. 
Geo.  R.  Evpy. 
Wm.  M-  Smiley. 
A.  Plumer. 
Chaa.  W.  Mackef. 
Jamea  Vinnear. 
John  Rynd. 
Wm.  Neill. 
John  Uartin. 
Thos.  S.  McDowell. 
Robert  J.  Neil). 
John  Keill. 
Harriaon  Wilkin). 
George  Sutley. 

This  memorial  Mr.  Gai-bbaitu  having  moved  to 
refer  to  a  aelect  committee,  and  the  question  upon  that 
diiporillon  of  it  having  been  atated  from  the  Chair- 
Mr.  GALBRAITH  aaid:  It  ia  with  (treat  reluetence 
thai  I  riae  on  the  preaent  occasion  to  addreaa  the  Houte 
on  preaenting  this  memorial  horn  a  portion  of  my  con- 
atituent^  and  aaking  for  it  that  reference  which  1  have 
moved.  I  am  aware  that  the  time  of  (hia  House,  at  the 
preaent  period,  ia  preciousi  but  inasmuch  aa  the  object 
and  purpose  of  the  memorialista  seem  to  be  atrenuously 
reaiated  by  aome.  and  by  othera  not  exactly  comprehend* 
cd,  I  feel  myself  called  upon,  by  a  aense  of  duty  and 
respect  which  I  owe  to  them,  to  submit  a  few  remarka 
■n  explanation  of  the  views  entertained  by  the  memori- 
alists, as  I  understand  them. 

I  ahall,  in  the  first  place,  endeavor  to  show  tliat  thia 
memorial,  from  the  source  from  which  it  comes,  and  the 
aubject  on  which  it  asks  the  inquiry  of  tbia  body,  ia  en- 
tilled  to  a  reipectfui  consideration,  and  a  reference  to 
some  committee)  and,  in  (he  next  plaer,  I  think  I  shall 
be  able  to  aatisfy  the  memben  of  this  House  that  the  ap- 
propriate direction  is  that  which  I  have  proposed  in  mov- 
ing that  it  be  referred  lo  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Speaker,  (he  memorial  comes  from  a  portion  of 
the  respectable  and  intelligent  ctdzena  of  this  Union,  re- 
ttding  in  the  Slate  which  I  hsve  the  honor,  In  part,  to 
represent.  It  is  clothed  in  re^Kctful  and  appropriate 
language,  and  suggeats  considerattona  of  deep  and  vital 
imporunee,  not  only  to  Ibemaelves  and  thoae  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvanis,  but  to  the  whole  people  of  this 
wide-spread  confederacy. 

The  memorial  embraces  two  distinct  aNbiPcis  of  in- 
quiry! either  of  which,  E  apprehend,  is  of  sufficient  mag- 
nitude and  importance  to  demand  the  grave  and  deliber- 
ate Inveatlgalion  of  this  body.  The  first  is  that  of  ao 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  to 
he  proposed  to  (he  Lrg'^aturfsof  (he  reveral  Statea,  re- 
slricling  the  incorporation  of  banking  companies  by  the 
States,  and  limiiingsuch  as  may  hereafter  be  incorpora- 
ted in  the  issues  of  bank  paper  money.  This  proposition 
necessarily  involves  the  inquiry,  how  far  (he  constitution 
aa  it  now  atanda,  in  those  clauses  which  provide  that 
«'  the  Congreas  altall  have  power  to  coin  money,  regulate 
(he  value  thereof  and  of  loreign  coin,  and  fix  the  atand- 
ard  of  weights  and  measures)**  **  to  prorlde  for  the  pun- 
ishment ofcounterfeUing  the  securities  and  current  coin 
of  the  United  States,"  and  that  *■  no  State  sliall  coin  mo- 
ney, emit  bills  of  credir,  make  any  thing  but  gold  or 
ailver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,"  contains  a  pro- 
hibition to  the  Statea  (o  incorporate  companies  wilh  au- 
thority totesue  bank  notes,  or,  in.  other  words,  bills  of 
credit,  and  form  an  agreement  or  compact,  already  made 
on  (be  part  of  all  the  States,  not  to  inoorponte  such  com* 


paniea.    Without  expreasing,  at  preaent,  any  opimoa  ^ 
my  own,  or  any  indication  on  the  part  of  the  memorial 
isla  on  this  branch  of  the  inquiry,  I  will  barely  remark 
that  (he  constitution  haa  been  conatmed,  by  aome  of  the 
best  political  writers  and  economists  this  country  haa 
produced,  as  containing  such  prohibition  or  compact 
(a  constitution  being  neither  more  nor  len  than  a  com- 
pact or  agreement.)    AoMmg  thoae  are  namea  intiiuUe* 
iy  connected  with  Uie  constitution  itself.    Ia  there  not 
strong  reason  to  conclude  that  auch  was  the  intCBtno  of 
thoae  whtr  framed  the  conslilutionf   They  had  expe- 
rienced the  evila  of  an  uncertain  currency  t  they  had  wit- 
nessed the  derangementa  and  confusion  of  bills  of  cred- 
it issued  under  the  Provincial  Government,  each  prov- 
ince iasuing  bills  of  credit,  according  to  ita  own  circum- 
atance^  whbout  regard  to  those  of  the  others,  smd  often 
very  different  in  quantity  and  value.   And  they  had  aho 
witnessed  the  no  less  fluctuation  and  evi)  reaults  from  the 
enormous  issues  and  ruinousdepreciationof  the  continen- 
tal paper.     The  aame  clause  in  the  constitution  whidi 
yields  to  Congress,  the  general  Legislature  for  the  whole 
of  the  Statea  united,  the  power  of  fixing  the  stamlard  of 
*'  weights  and  measures,"  surrenders  to  it  the  power 
**  to  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof  and  of  for- 
eign crnn."   Ia  there  not  the  aame  reason  that  the  stand- 
ard of  value  or  price  ahould  be  uniform,  and  the  aaoke 
throughout  all  the  States,  aa  (he  standard  of  wright  or 
that  of  measure?  neither  of  which  would  probably  be  ao, 
or,  in  the  nature  of  things,  could  be  ao,  without  givinf 
the  power  of  regulation  to  the  National  Legislature. 
The  provision  was  framed  and  adapted  to  a  atate  of  cir- 
oumatanees  aa  they  then  existedi  the  States  had,  individ- 
ually, on  their  own  responsibility,  and  according  to  tha 
wants  or  csprices  of  its  Provincial  Legislature,  emitted 
"bills  of  credit,"  which  circulated  aa  money,  becsan 
tlte  circulating  medium  of  prieet  and  what  the  price  waa 
in  one  province  wsa  not  the  aame  in  another.  Against 
thia,  the  framers  of  that  inalniment  provided  that  **  na 
State  ahall  coin  money,  emit  billa  of  credit/'  8te.   H  did 
did  not,  perhaps,  occur  to  them  that  the  Statea  would 
separately  and  individually  authorise  incorporated  com- 
panics,  infuse  life  into  soulless  bodies  of  their  own  cren. 
tion,  to  do  indirectly  what  they  were  prvbibited  from 
doing  directly,  by  the  aolemn  compact  agreed  to  by  ail- 
But,  sir,  it  is  true,  a  diffrrent  construction  baa  pmeli. 
cally  obtained  in  most  of  the  Sutea.    Companica  incor- 
porated  by  the  different  State  Legialaturea  have  grown 
up  almost  in  every  quarter,  authorized  to  iasuc  '*  bilk  of 
credit,"  or  paper  money,  virtuallv  supplying  the  cwcuk- 
tin(^  medium  throughout  the  Union,  neceasarily  and  un> 
avoidably  varying  the  sUndard  of  value  according  to  tb* 
amount  and  denomination  of  their  iasues.   In  aoaae  of 
the  States,  (hey  are  authorized  to  isaue  billa  of  the  denom- 
ination of  one,  two,  and  three  dollarat  in  othera,  Iknilad 
to  five  dollars^  as  the  loweat  denominatiMt;  and  in  otben^ 
progresa  ia  making  to  fix  ten  dollars  «a  the  lowest  dt- 
nomination.  In  some,  seven,  eight,  or  ten  paper  dollar^ 
at  times,  represent  one  of  specie)  in  others,  two  or  thre«i 
and  in  all,  different  at  different  times,  and  according  aa 
circumstances  mity  operate  upon  them,  the  same  cvilsb 
the  ssme  fluctuation  and  uncertainly  in  the  aUndard  of 
price,  or  rather  the  aame  want  of  atandard  of  value, 
against  which  the  constitution  waa  intended  to  provide. 
What  is  worth  nominally  $3,000  this  year  nay,  tbrongh 
the  operations  of  those  companiea  alone,  be  worth  bat 
tl,000  next.    Tbe  price  of  labor  and  every  product 
or  commodity  is  controlled  and  governed  aceording 
to  the  intereats  or  (he  caprices  of  those  incwpwr^d 
Companies)  and  (he  whole  sovereignty,  ao  br  aa  re- 
garda  the  regulation  of  the  currency,  ia,  to  all  intents 
and  puif  OSes,  surrendered  (o  tbemt  and  every  individBy 
in  the  community,  vbether  farmer,  meoltaNO,  merchant^ 
or  manuftcturer,  phwcd  at  their  amy.   Bowrfiw  this 
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•tate  of  things  hu  been  eflfected  by  the  kctive  vigilance 
and  eonitant  attention  of  the  apeculaling  lev,  always 
awalce  to  ibetr  ovn  particular  intemtt,  giadually  fn- 
ming  and  flttin^r  up  this  complicated  and  delusive  machine- 
ry»  while  the  inclustrious  many  were  better  employed, 
need  not  nowbe  particularly  inquired  intoiit  is  sufficient 
that  it  exists,  and  that  it  does  will  not  be  denied  by  any 
one  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  this  community.  If  it 
be  granted,  therefore,  that  the  constitution  does  not  pro- 
hibit the  incorporation  of  companies  by  tb&  States,  to 
"enit  bills  of  credit,*'  it  is  only  on  tbe  assumption  that 
elrcutnstanees,  as  they  then  existed,  did  not  require  it 
la  tt  not  as  important  now  to  inquire  and  provide  for  a 
state  of  circumstances  as  they  now  exist  ss  it  was  tbenF 
TheeTiIistbe  same;  and  is  it  not  subject  to  the  same 
or  similar  remedy }  The  memorialists  do  not  ask  that 
any  power  should  be  vested  in  the  General  Government 
to  incorporate  banking  companies  nor  do  tliey  suffgest 
an  absolute  prohibition  of  such  power  in  tbe  Statesi  the 
former  they  expressly  repudiate*  and  do  not  indicate 
the  Utter.  All  they  seek  is  an  inquiry  bow  fu  good 
policy  and  the  safety  and  permanency  of  the  currency, 
and  its  uniformity  throughout  the  Union,  require  thkt 
this  power  in  the  States  should  be  restrained  and  limit* 
ed,  to  effect  the  general  good  of  the  whole.  The  im- 
portance, the  vitsl  importance,  of  every  consideration 
touching  tbe  circulating  medium  of  the  country,  affect* 
ing  more  or  less  the  interests  of  every  man,  cannot  be 
doubted. 

If  tbe  importance  of  the  subject,  sir,  is  sufficient  to 
entitle  It  to  the  deliberation  of  this  House,  the  next  in- 
quiry is,  to  what  committee  can  this  branch  of  it  be 
most  appropriately  referred  f  It  looks  to  a  constitutional 
rennedyt  a  provision  in  the  fundamental  instrament  it- 
•elf.  None  other  can  be  provided.  This  may  and  can, 
as  well  and  as  t  ffectually  now,  to  meet  the  eircumsUnces 
now,  as  the  constitution  already  formed  provided  against 
the  circumstances  then.  A  proposition  to  amend  tbe 
constitution  is  beyond  ttie  appropriate  and  peculiar  in* 
quiry  of  any  of  the  standing  committees.  It  is  as  broad 
and  general  in  its  character  as  the  Government  itself, 
and  appropriate  only  for  a  sdect  commitlee,  raised  for 
the  purpose)  and  such  has  been  the  invariable  practice 
here,  for  years,  on  all  such  propositions.  Why,  then, 
■bouid  not  this  proposition  receive  a  similar  direoliun  ~ 
with  all  others  of  a  similar  chBracter? 

The  second  subject  of  inquiry,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  which 
your  attention  ia  caUed  by  tbe  memorial,  is  that  of  the 
reissues  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  Slates, 
since  the  expiration  of  its  charter  for  a(i  purposes  ex* 
cept  that  of  continuing  its  corporate-name,  to  use  and  be 
used  in  order  to  close  up  the  concerns  of  the  institution. 
Notes  issued  by  that  bank,  while  this  Government  was  a 
stockholder  to  the  amount  of  seven  millions  of  tbe  stock, 
previous  to  itie  4th  of  March,  returned  for  redemption, 
and  redeemed,  it  is  said,  have  been  again  issued  and 
thrown  into  eiroulation.  It  ia  perhaps  known  to  the 
members  of  this  House  that,  in  the  month  of  Febrtiiry 
last,  shortly  before  the  expiration  of  the  charter  under 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  4th  of  March,  1816,  by  which 
it  was  incorporated  for  twenty  years,  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  passed,  incorpo- 
rating the  same  stockholders,  except  tbe  United  States, 
under  the  same  name,  and  with  the  same  amount  of  capi- 
tal, lhirt>-five  millions,  for  thirty  years.  One  set  of  officers 
were  elected  for  the  old  bank,  in  which  the  United  States 
ia  a  stockholder  of  Mven  minions,  and  a  set  of  officers, 
being  many  of  the  same,  for  the  new  State  bank,  in  which 
the  United  States  is  not  a  stockholder.  The  now  president 
of  the  old  bank,  (Matthew  L.  Bevan,)  1  believe,  ia  a  di- 
rector of  the  new  bankt  and  the  former  president  of  the 
old  bank,  now  president  of  tbe  new  one  under  the  State, 
(Nioholai  Biddle.)  Ibelievei  u  one  of  tbe  dirccton  of  tbe 


old  bank.    Several  of  the  directors  of  the  old  are  also 
directors  of  the  new  one,  so  that  they  may  for  all  practi- 
cal purposes  be  considered  as  the  same  men,  although 
constituting  two  diFerent  boards  of  direction.  Their 
legitimate  duties  are  distinctly  diff'erent.    The  proper 
business  of  the  officers  of  the  old  bank  is  to  wind 
lip  its  affairs,  to  call  in  the  notes  of  that  bank,  redeem 
from  its  proper  sources  the  funds  of  the  old  bank, 
and  cancel  the  paper  as  having  been  returned  and  re* 
deemed.   The  busineas  of  the  new  bank  is  to  issue  its 
own  note%  on  the  rciptmribiltty  of  iti  own  officers  and  its 
own  itockholdera,  unconnected  with  tbe  old  bank,  fai 
which  this  Govemntent  was  a  large  stockholder.  Now, 
if  the  officers  of  tbe  old  bank,  many  of  them  being  the 
same  Individuals  as  the  officers  of  the  new  one,  instead 
of  cancelling  the  old  notes  when  redeemed,  reissue  tbe 
same  through  the  new  bank,  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  justly  observes  in  bis  last  annual  message, 
it  is  either  s  fraud  upon  tbe  Government  or  opoo  the 
people.   If  the  notes  are  to  be  redeemed  a  second, 
third,  or  fourth  time,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  old  bank, 
what  can  it  be  but  a  downright  fraud  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, being  a  stockholder  and  a  sharer  in  those  funds, 
and  not  in  those  of  the  new  one^   The  funds  of 
the  old  bank  rotisl,  of  course,  now  beeome  exhaustedi 
and  tbe  Government,  instead,  of  receiving  her  just  pro- 
pwtion  of  tbe  stock  and  profits,  suffer  the  loss  of  having 
tbem  applied  to  the  redemption  of  the  same  notes  which 
had  been  over  and  over  again  redeemed  before.    If  the 
reissued  notes  are  to  be  redeemed  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  new  bank,  the  holder  has  not  the  secarily  for  their 
redemption  which  the  notes  purport  to  givet  or,  rather, 
,  he  has  no  security  at  all)  they  were  a  gross  and  palpable 
deception  upon  him.    The  old  bank,  with  the  Govern- 
ment ss  a  partner,  bound  in  good  faiUl  and  honor,  whose 
notes  they  purport  to  be,  and  whose  credit  they  bear, 
has  once  redeemed  them,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be 
bound  again.    The  new  bank  is  not  bound  fur  their  re- 
demption, because  they  are  not  its  proper  issues,  and  its 
.  obligation  is  not  given,  and  it  could  not  be  made  legally 
liable.    It  is  true  that,  as  long  as  it  is  the  Interest  of  the 
new  bank  to  redeem  such  reissues,  they  would  most 
probably  be  redeemedt  but  should  an  honest  holder  of 
such  notes  be  subject  to  the  mere  will  of  such  an  institu* 
tion,  to  decide  whether  he  should  receive  his  just  debt  or 
not,  and  be  made  to  depend  upon  its  interest,  whether 
he  had  or  had  not  a  good  security  for  payment.'  Such 
a  conclurion  would  be  cruelty.   If  such  reissues  consist 
of  notes  of  the  denomination  of  five  dollars,  they  are  a 
glaring  evasion  of  the  provisions  of  its  State  ohsrier, 
which  prohibits  its  issuing  notes  of  less  denommation 
than  ten  dolhrs. 

Sir,  shall  we,  the  representatives  of  the  people,  so  far 
as  this  Government  is  concerned,  sleep  and  slumber  at 
our  posts,  and  look  calmly  with  indifference  upon  a 
practice  such  as  this,  both  upon  the  Government  and 
upon  the  community'  Shall  it  be  said  that  there  is  no 
remedy  in  the  power  of  CongreasF  That  we  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  State  institutions  of  Pennsylvania  ?  I 
admit  that,  so  far  as  regsrdsthe  State  bank  issuing  its 
own  notes,  upon  its  own  responsibility,  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with  il,  snd  have  no  control  whatever  over  it|  but 
[  am  not  prepared  to  admit  that  such  is  the  case  with  re- 
gard to  the  old  bank,  chartered  by  Congress,  and  Its 
officers.  Although  it  has  oeased  for  some  purposes,  that 
of  discounting  notes  and  tssuing  its  paper,  &c,  it  still  e]t 
ists  for  other  purpose^  that  of  windmg  up  its  affair^ 
settling  with  its  debtors,  creditors,  and  stockholders, 
and  redeeming  its  floating  paper,  and  still  under  the 
regulation  of  the  power  which  gave  it  birth.  Were  the 
act  of  1816,  granting  tbe  charter,  even  ailent  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  would  follow,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  tbe  mode 
sod  manner  of  windl^  np  its  o(|^|^^ra|^)e  placed 
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under  tbe  direction  of  Coctgreui  but  that  kct  contain!  an 
exprcsi  provision,  in  its  17th  section,  "  that  Congress 
naVt  at  any  time  hereaflerf  enact  such  laws,  enforcing 
and  regulating  the  recovery  of  the  amount  of  the  notei* 
bills,  obligations,  or  other  debts,"  &c.t  and  this  power 
exiau  aa  well  after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  for  the 
purpoae  of  a  final  seltlenieat  and  liquidation  of  ita  afFairs, 
as  before.   Is  it  not,  then,  competent  for  Congress  to 
legislate  to  aato  regulate  and  control,  and  even  punish  the 
conduct  of  the  ofGcera  of  tbe  old  bank?   And  if  they  so 
far  mismanage  its  affairs  as  to  authorize  or  permit  its 
notes  to  be  reissued  and  put  again  Into  circulation,  after 
they  have  been  once  redeemed,  I  ask  if  it  U  not  a  fair 
and  legitimate  subject  for  the  legislation  of  Congress,  and 
one  wliich  demands  our  aerious  and  grave  deliberation' 
Again:  at  tht  laat  sesiion  of  Conpreas,  an  act  was  passed 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  the  agent 
of  tbe  Government,  to  settle  the  claim  of  the  United 
Statea,  as  a  stockholder,  with  tbe  bank.   By  his  report, 
which  haa  been  laid  upon  your  tables,  it  appears  that 
duly  has  been  discharged,  aa  far  aa  it  cnuld  be  on  his 
part(  but  no  satisfactory  information  has  been  given  by 
tbe  offieera  of  the  bank  bow  much  ia  due  to  the  Govern- 
HMnt,  or  when  or  io  what  manner  it  ttiall  be  paid.  In* 
iteadof  settling  up  the  affairs  of  tbe  institution  with 
the  Government,  its  largest  stockholder,  now  no  longer 
a  stockholder,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  CoBgresB  of  test  session,  we  find  its  officers,  (if 
what  b  said  be  true,  and  it  haa  not  been  denied,) 
being  alao  offieera  of  tbe  new  liank,  practising  a  gross 
fraud  upon  this  Government  and  this  nation,  treating 
with  neglect  and  contempt  your  agent  authorized  to 
■ettle  with  them;  and  its  prcndent,  at  the  bead  of 
the  great  broker  fraternity,  commencing  an  unpro- 
voked attack  and  making  war  upon  the  measures  of  your 
administration.    I  do  not  deiire  that  the  proposition 
1  have  made  should  be  drawn  into  a  partisan  discussion 
or  assume  a  political  character^  it  is  one  which  afTecls  the 
great  Intereaia  of  the  country,  and  in  that  light  only  do  f 
wiab  it  to  be  considered,  and  in  that  point  of  view  it 
must  be  apparent  to  every  one  aa  demanding  mature 
and  grave  consideration,  as  well  as  prompt  and  decisive 
action.    I  am  aware  that  it  opena  a  field  for  discussion, 
upon  which  much  might  be  said,  to  show  the  extent  and 
depth  of  the  evil,  the  various  remedies  which  might  be 
proposed,  either  those  operating  by  mere  inducement, 
or  those  by  direct  provision  or  legislative  sanction.  But 
I  think  I  have  said  enough  en  this  mere  question  of 
reference;  it  is  time  enough  to  go  into  more  detail  when 
the  subject  ia  referred,  and  brought  back  again  on  some 
distinct  propositiun. 

Tben,  to  what  committee  should  (his  branch  of  the 
subject  embraced  in  the  memorial  be  referred?  It  may 
be  said  that  all  aubjecta  relating  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Statea  have  already  been  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee ot  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  diapoaition  of  the 
['resident's  message.  But,  sir,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
appropriate  and  legitimate  duties  of  that  committee  are 
oia  financial  rather  than  a  judicial  or  general  character — 
to  take  into  consideration  propotitiona  relating  to  the 
revenues  of  the  country  and  appropriations  of  money. 
This  part  of  tbe  memorial  seeks  for  legislative  remedy 
against  a  supposed  evil  of  a  general  nature,  not  peculiarly 
anecting  the  revenue,  but  the  community  at  large; 
rather  of  a  judicial  than  financial  character,  but  partaking 
parity  of  both,  and  therefore  not  exclusively  appropri- 
ate to  either,  but  tbe  proper  subject  for  a  aelect  commit- 
tee, more  broad  and  general  in  its  inquiries. 

1  have  aaid  thus  much,  by  way  of  explaining  the  views 
and  objects  of  tbe  memorialists.  1  have  endeavored 
to  discharge  my  duty  to  them,  as  well  ss  to  the  nation 
whose  intercsu  f  am  bound,  as  far  as  my  feeble  abilities 
will  enable  me,  to  serve,  and  whose  conalitution  I  am 


sworn  to  support.  I  have  sought  to  give  to  the  memorial 
the  direction  to  which  I  thought  it,  from  its  importance 
and  peculiar  character,  entitled.  If  its  purpose  be  com- 
prehended, I  am  aati^ed.  It  remains  for  tbe  House  to 
give  to  it  that  di^Kirition  to  which  it  may  be  thought  en- 
titled. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  that  he  bo|)ed  no  such  reference 
as  bad  been  proposed  would  be  ^ven  to  the  roemotwl. 
His  attention  had  been  casually  drawn  to  ita  character, 
and  he  trusted  that,  before  any  disposition  was  made  irf 
it,  it  wouM  be  better  understood  by  the  House. 

Tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Ur.  GALSBUTa] 
had  said  that  the  memorial  was  of  a  various  charac- 
ter. He  (Mr.  L.)  believed  (bat,  when  analyzed,  it 
would  be  found  to  be  of  a  very  extraordinary  character. 
Such  an  appeal,  he  would  venture  to  say,  had  never  be- 
fore been  made  to  tbe  consideration  of  Congress.  It 
was  altogether  peculiar  and  anomalous.  It  bad  been 
brought  up  from  the  files  of  a  former  aeaiton;  and  from 
an  abstract  of  the  contenta  of  the  paper,  as  given  in  the 
Globe  of  this  morning,  the  House  might  learn  sMnething 
of  its  object. 

It  was  his  (Mr.  L's)  intention,  before  he  sat  down,  to 
propose  so  to  amend  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  as  to  send  the  memorial  to  the  committee 
already  appointed  on  the  subject  of  amendments  to  tbe 
constitution  of  the  United  Ststes;  for  it  seemed  to  bim 
to  belong  more  properly  to  one  of  those  pigeon-ltolea 
kept  in  reserve  for  maltera  of  Ihit  description,  than  to 
the  custody  of  such  a  committee  as  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  bad  in  view.    From  the  manner  in  which 
the  subject  ia  now  brought  forward,  u  well  aa  from  the 
place  of  its  origin,  he  feared  there  was  something  ooa* 
cealed  and  sinister  to  be  sccomplisbed.    He  aaked  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  tbe  character  of  the  paper,  as 
given  in  the  abstract  to  which  he  had  referred.    It  com- 
menced  with  a  lamentation  on  the  encroachments  of  io> 
eorporated  companies  upon  the  rigltta  and  lUierties  «f 
the  people,  and  especially  insists  upon  the  danger  to 
personal  rights  and  civil  liberty  from  the  practice  of  the 
State  Governmenia  to  create  banking  institutions.  This 
is  no  Icbs  than  an  arraignment  of  State  legislation. 
The  wtuliim  if  not  the  purity  of  the  State  Governroeota 
is  impeached  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  and  that  authority 
and  discretion  which  have  been  cxerciaed  for  nearly  half 
ft  century,  in  tbe  constitution  of  incorporated  companies, 
comes  now  to  be  denounced  as  an  abuse  of  power,  dan- 
geroua  to  the  libertiea  of  the  people.    By  whom  (aaked 
Mr.  L.)  is  tbe  power  which  is  thus  complained  of  exer- 
cised, and  from  whom  is  it  derived^    By  the  immediate 
representatives  of  the  people,  deriving  all  their  authori- 
ty directly,  by  delegation,  from  the  people  iherotclvea. 
The  complaint  is  a  libel  upon  the  good  sense,  tbe  virtue, 
and  the  patrioUsm,  of  the  country.  And  was  it  true  that 
there  existed  in  every  part  of  the  Union  incorponAed 
companies,  which  were  continually  encroacbii^;  on  pop- 
ular  rights,  while  only  some  twenty  individuals  in  tbe 
State  of  Pennsylvania  were  heedful  of  the  danger,  and 
all  the  rest  of  the  community  unconsciously  slumbering 
over  their  injurieaf   Tbe  suggestion  was  unwwihy  of 
serious  notice. 

But  (proceeded  Mr.  L.)  these  purenninded  and  pa- 
triotic memorialiala  do  not  reat  their  allegaiioaa  upon 
mere  generaliiiea.  I'hey  point  out  to  the  attention  «S 
this  House  tlie  specific  violations  of  the  constitution 
which  Stale  legislation  has  committed.  The  creation  of 
banking  corporations,  say  they,  cuiitravenca  that  provis- 
ion of  the  constitution  which  prohibits  tbe  Ststes  fada 
coininj^  money  and  emitting  bills  of  credit.  National 
sovereignty  is  thus  invaded,  and  the  aafcguards  of  the 
people  violated!  Surely  the  objection  is  preaeoled  inam 
tor  tbe  firat  time  at  rather  too  late  n  day  for  the  inter- 
vention of  tbe  power  of  Congrese  tcHi.  preTcntkui  of  Uie 
Digitized  by  LjOOg  IC 
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evil,  if  the  appltcation  of  that  power  could  even  have 
been  so  directed.  Singular,  however,  as  was  the  objec- 
tion, when  addressed  to  (he  consideration  of  this  House, 
it  had  not  altogether  the  merit  of  novelty.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  in  hiiipeeeh,  has  aeemed,  in- 
deed, to  give  to  it  the  Mnetion  of  his  countenance.  He 
(Mr.  L.^  remembered  to  have  read,  in  the  early  history 
of  banking  institutions  in  his  own  Slate,  somethinc*  of  a 
newapsper  argument  to  the  same  point;  but  it  had  been 
overruled  and  repudiated  by  the  judgment  of  ^ise  and 
intelligent  men,  and  by  the  uniform  legislation  of  the 
Statea  on  the  subject.  Its  serious  repetition,  as  a  practi- 
cal rule  of  action,  would  now  be  scouted  by  every  con- 
siderate politician  in  the  country.  He  could  not  believe 
that  any  gentleman  worthy  of  a  seat  on  this  floor  would 
attempt  to  sustain  for  a  moment  an  argument  upon  the 
objection. 

But  the  memorialists  complain  of  the  abuses  and  per- 
versions of  the  powers  of  chartered  corporations,  of  the 
exclusive  privileges  and  monopolies  which  they  confer, 
and  of  their  encroachment  upon  the  just  and  equal 
rights  of  all  the  citizens.  And  what  is  tbe  measure  of 
remedy  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  wotild 
propose  by  his  select  committee?  Most  certainly  not 
the  exercise  of  a  supervisory  authority  by  Congress  over 
State  legislation.  This  would  more  directly  conflict 
with  the  constitution,  which  guaranties  to  the  States  the 
exerctee  of  all  the  powers  not  granted  to  the  Federal 
Government.  If  these  powers  are  Indiscreetly  exercised 
hy  the  States,  redress  is  with  the  peoplej  but  if  the 

S round  of  Gomplaint  be  ia  the  abuse  of  a  limited  and 
elegated  authority,  conferred  by  acts  of  incorporation, 
the  appeal  is  to  tbe  source  of  that  authority,  the  Legis- 
lature itself,  or  to  the  Judiciary.  In  either  case,  the  reme- 
dy is  not  to  be  found  here.  It  is  at  home,  with  the  me- 
morialists themselves,  and  tbe  constituents  of  those  who 
administer  their  Governmentt  with  the  people,  and  those 
who  -are  accountable  to  the  people.  Congress  has  no 
power  over  the  subject.  Did  tbe  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania pretend  that  Congress  bad  such  power?  And 
was  this  tbe  argument  upon  which  this  select  committee 
was  to  be  raised? 

But  he  (Mr.  L.)  was  desirous  of  calling  the  attention 
of  the  House  more  particuUrly  to  another  part  of  the 
memorial.  As  if  aware  that  neither  the  measure  of  pre- 
vention nor  redress  for  existing  greivances  rested  with 
Congress,  these  twenty  or  more  memorialists  gravely  re< 
quest  that  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  nation  would 
propose  to  the  States  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
of  the  United  Stales,  by  which  they  may  be  restrained 
in  the  exercise  of  their  own  jurisdiction  and  sovereignly. 
The  States  were  to  be  called  upon  to  surrender  the 
right  which  they  had  enjoyed  for  a  period  of  time  coe- 
val with  their  existence,  and  under  the  authority  of 
which  institutions  had  been  created  in  all  the  depart* 
menti  of  burinesa,  and  in  aid  of  every  important  interest 
in  the  community.  An  amendment  of  the  constitution, 
prohibiting  tbe  States  from  granting  acts  of  incorpora- 
tion. 

Is  there  a  man  weak  enough  to  believe  that  such  a 
proposition  would  find  favor  with  a  single  Legislature  in 
the  Unioni  or  msd  enough,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
business  concerns  of  the  country,  to  desire  its  success? 
What!  sskaState  Legislature  to  surrender  a  portion  of 
its  State  sovereignty,  to  deny  to  itself  a  salutary  power, 
lest  it  may  be  unwisely  and  unproGtably  used;  a  power 
DOW  become  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  people, 
and  without  which  there  could  be  no  security  for  pres- 
•ent  possessions,  or  hope  of  improvenrient  in  the  future! 
But  it  may  be  said  that  the  restriction  proposed  is  of 
banking  incorporations  only,  and  tbe  amendment  would 
operate  but  a  partial  abridgment  of  a  questionable  au- 
thority. It  is  sufficient  to  reply,  that  tbe  authority  bu 
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been  claimed  and  exercised  hy  the  oldest  States,  from 
the  earliest  period,  and  by  the  youngest  almost  as  the 
first  act  of  their  sovereignty.  Doth  Its  existence  and  its 
exercise  have  become  indispensable  to  the  welfare  of 
the  country.  As  well  might  the  power  of  enacting  mu- 
nicipal regulations  be  denied  to  the  Slate  Legislatures, 
as,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  the  right  of  granting 
to  the  operations  of  burinesa  the  ftcllities  of  banking  in- 
stitutions  be  withdrawn.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania himseir,  upon  bis  own  responsibility,  will  not  ven- 
ture to  propose  it.  He  adroitly  and  somewhat  cautious- 
ly advocates  sending  the  subject  to  an  inquiry  only,  with- 
out suggesting  an  opinion  of  what  should  be  the  defi- 
nite result. 

But  he  (Mr.  L.)  would  put  H  to  the  Rouse  to  eonsid- 
er  tbe  efTect  of  the  proposition.  An  amendment.to  the 
constitution  could  have  no  retrospective  operation.'  It 
could  not  impair  the  existence  or  Ihe  powers  of  banks 
already  created.  In  restraining  the  States  from  further 
grants,  it  would  but  increase  the  influence  and  augment 
the  power  for  mischief,  if  that  was  their  tendency,  as  the 
memorialists  assume,  of  such  as  were  already  in  being. 
It  would,  indeed,  be  to  create  exclusive  privileges,  and 
constitute,  during  tbe  continuance  of  pre-existing  char- 
ters, odious  moneyed  monopolies.  And  was  this  the 
purpose  the  memorialists  had  in  view?  He  would  sub- 
mit to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvsn'a  to  answer. 

Mr.  L.  contended  that  it  wis  most  obvious  nothing  of 
legitimate  legislation  could  come  of  the  reference  of  tbe 
memorial  to  s  select  committee  of  this  House.  The  al- 
leged abuses  by  the  Slate  banks,  and  the  supposed  dan- 
ger to  public  liberty  from  the  existence  of  such  institu- 
tions, were  subjects  not  within  the  cognizance  of  Con- 
gress.  They  belonged  to,  and  might  properly  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  consideration  of,  the  people.  The  proposi- 
tion to  amend  the  constitution  in  the  particular  pointed 
out  in  the  memorial  was  too  preposterous  to  be  enter- 
tained for  a  moment.  The  gentleman  who  asks  the  ref- 
erence will  not  do  himself  the  discredit  to  advocate  the 
measure.  There  must  be  something,  then,  In  the  mo- 
tive for  the  -presentation  of  the  memorial,  at  this  time, 
beyond  that  which  meets  the  eye.  A  further  reference 
to  the  document  may  e;tplain  the  object — 1  would  not  be 
misunderstood,  (said  Mr,  L.) — not  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman, but  of  the  memorialists;  of  persons  not  here,  but 
elsewhere.  If  be  recollected  rightly  tbe  contents  of  the 
paper,  it  conveys  a  complaint  of  a  violation  of  Uw 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statesi  and  hence,  probably, 
the  inducement  for  an  appeal  to  Congress.  The  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  say  the  memorialists,  hu  reissued  bills 
before  redeemed,  and  which,  by  law,  should  thereafter 
have  been  excluded  from  circulation.  What  bank  has 
committed  this  outrage  upon  public  law,  and  what  bills 
have  been  thus  reissued?  The  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  the  authority  of  the  SUte  of  Penn^lvanla 
hss  reissued  tbe  bills  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  the  authority  of  the  Federal  Government. 
Admitting  the  truth  of  the  accusation,  he,  (Mr.  L.,) 
upon  his  responsibility  as  a  lawyer,  would  tell  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  that  Congress  had  no  power 
over  the  matter.  He  would  plead  to  the  jurisdiction. 
He  denied  the  right  of  Congress  to  institute  an  investi- 
gation into  tbe  conduct  of  a  bank  deriving  its  existence 
and  holding  its  powers  from  State  authority,  or  of  in- 
quiring into  any  of  its  measures.  The  Bank  of  tbe 
United  States  incorporated  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
is  such  an  institution.  It  owes  no  accountability  to  the 
Federal  Government,  and  is  amenable  to  no  animad- 
version from  this  source.  Whether  it  hss  Issued  its  own 
bills,  or  reissued  the  bills  of  other  banks,  lawfully  or  un- 
law^lly,  it  may  well  deride  the  authority  of  this  body 
to  lake  cognizance  of  the  nMttetr~>  It  belongs  to  the 
Goreroment  of  the  8UfQi^ikb(t«ijUab^.0^itiQeg)sU- 
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tive  or  jiidicixl  de|wriinent,  to  punish  my  infraction  of 
its  charter.  If  «n  offence  conilita  in  the  facts  charged 
hy  the  tnemorlalttts,  it  is  not  for  this  Houxe  to  apply 
the  correcttve.  Nor  can  it  be  urged  that  the  aspect  of 
the  ease  is  changed  by  considering  the  federal  Bank  of 
the  United  States  privy  to  the  reissue  of  its  bills  by  the 
Stale  institution!  for  what  rule  of  law  does  this  violate? 
Is  any  gentleman  here  (inquired  Mr.  L.)  so  little  con- 
versant with  the  busineas  of  banks  as  not  to  know  that 
these  inatittations  are  daily  receiving  the  bills  of  each 
other,  and  a»  freely  payinir  them  out  as  their  own  origi- 
nal  lasuea?  The  fnemorial  allegea  no  agency  of  the  fed- 
eral bank  in  the  act  complained  oft  imputes  no  refusal  to 
redeem  its  paper;  eharfres  no  neglect  of  duty,  or  viola- 
tion of  obligation.  What,  then,  is  to  be  inquired  into^ 
That  which,  if  admitted,  constitutes  no  wrong  in  the 
corporation  subject  to  your  jurisdiction!  and,  if  any 
crime  in  another,  is  entirely  beyond  your  control. 

Mr.  L.  proceeded,  at  some  lengib,  to  show  that  the 
memorial  contained  notlting  la  which  the  inqtiiry  of  a 
committee  eouM  properly  be  directed,  and  that  its  pre- 
sentation, at  this  lime,  was  delusive  and  colorable,  in- 
tended to  cover  other  and  unavowed  objects.  It  is  not 
(said  Mr.  L.)  in  my  nature  unworthily  to  distnist  the 
motives  and  suspect  the  honest  purposes  ofoiherst  end 
I  beg  again  the  gentleman  from  PennsyWania  to  under- 
stand tlial  I  ascribe  to  liim  no  improper  views  in  this 
matter.  But  there  may  be  those  who,  it  may  not  be  un- 
charitable to  suspect,  in  the  absence  of  all  other  dis- 
coverable molivea,  may  intend  more  than  the  gentleman 
himself  is  aware  of.  It  is  possible,  even,  that  this  me* 
morial  is  brought  up,  at  this  time,  not  fur  the  purpose  of 
correcting  existing:  abuses,  but  for  party  political  effect — 
not  here,  in  this  House,  but  elsewhere — at  home,  in  the 
country,  with  the  people  of  Pennsylvania. 

This  House  (continued  Mr.  L.)  need  not  to  be  in- 
fornned  that  it  had  been  doubted  by  some  gentlemen 
whether  the  power  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
bad  been  wisely  exercised  in  the  recharter,  as  it  was 
termed,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  a  State  in- 
stitution. This  was  a  question  with  which  he  con- 
ceived the  House  had  nothing  to  do.  For  himself,  he 
had  felt  no  personal  interest  in  the  fate  of  the  old  bank, 
and  had  %o  especial  sympathy  with  those  who  mourned 
over  its  destructiont  neither  did  he  take  any  concern, 
such  as  the  memorialisis  of  Pennsylvania  might  indulge, 
in  the  new  institution,  which,  like  a  pboenix,  had  arisen 
from  its  ashen.  lie  had  understood,  however,  that  a 
proposition  was  before  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
to  ascertain  under  what  influences  the  new  charter  was 
obtained.  It  might  aid  the  purposes  of  those  who  in- 
stigated that  investipallon,  that  a  clamor  should  be  raised 
in  the  House  against  the  institution.  It  might  be  that, 
,  by  getting  up  a  report  by  a  select  committer,  distrust 
.was 'to  t>e  thrown  upon  all  similar  institutions  in  the 
country.  It  might  be  that  the  report  of  such  a  com- 
mittee, properly  constituted,  would  promote  essentially 
the  purposes  of  the  inquiry  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
banks  might  be  discredited,  the  currency  discredited, 
paper  money  refused,  and  the  golden  age,  so  authorita- 
tively predicted  and  promised,  confided  in.  He  (Mr. 
JL.)  would  not  say  that  this  was  the  end  Intended  to  be 
accomplished t  but  this  he  would  say,  there  were  those 
who  would  derive  a  weight  of  influence  in  favor  of  their 
opinions  from  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  mure 
especially  in  the  event  of  a  certain  issue  to  their  delibera- 
tions, which  it  would  be  most  difficult  to  withstand.  He, 
in  short,  greatly  feared  that  the  mere  appointment  of  a 
committee,  upon  such  vague  suggestions  as  the  memorial 
contained,  would  throw  distrutt  over  all  banking  institu- 
tions, and  take  away  that  little  remaining  confidence 
which  was  atiil  cheiished  in  the  soundnesa  of  the  circula- 
ting^ meditun  of  the  coaniry.   In  this  point  of  view,  the 


subject  was  certainty  deserving  of  the  moat  serioas  cos- 
sideralioni  and  if  the  object  proposed  by  the  gentleBun 
from  Pennsylvania  was  only  such  as  he  has  avowed,  be 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  U  might  well  be  effected 
without  giving  to  the  moat  suspiciotis  occasion  for  alarm. 
Let  the  gentleman  accede  to  his  (Mr.  L's)  proposed 
amendment  to  his  motion,  and  send  the  memorial  to  the 
committee  appointed  to  revise  the  constitution,  wiiboat 
particular  reference  to  the  objects  of  these  memorialislf. 
If  he  will  not  consent  to  this,  let  him  boldhr  assume  ibe 
responsibility  of  the  whole  proposition,  and  offer  areio-  ' 
liition  declaring  the  expediency  of  restricting  tlie  States  | 
in  the' power  of  creating  banking  corporation^  sod  be 
himself  among  the  first  to  ask  the  consent  of  his  own  et- 
lightened  Commonwealth  to  ita  adoption,  and  i\\twt- 
render  of  ita  own  discretion  to  the  dictation  of  federd 
power.  If  the  dangers  from  banks  and  other  corptn. 
tiona  be  such  as  the  memorial  represents,  this  will  be 
laying  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  roischieft  for,  by  Ibe 
wholesome  reform  of  denying  power  to  the  States,  ibot 
will  be  found  the  most  effectual  protection  from  Ui 
abuse.  The  gentleman  himself  might  be  hardly  yet  pre- 
pared for  the  application  of  so  thorough  a  corrective. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  moving  to  amend  the  motioa  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  by  striking  out  the 
words  *' a  select  committee,"  and  inserting  "the select 
committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  Freu< 
dent's  measage  which  relates  to  a  pt^posed  amendiiiei|t 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  and  also  peti- 
tions and  resolutions  presented  at  the  last  and  presest 
session,  on  the  subject  of  amendments  to  the  conitiia- 
tion." 

Mr.  HARPER  said  his  colleague  had  closed  hti  re- 
marks by  saying  that  this  was  not  a  parly  measure,  nor  i 
intended  to  operate  on  the  present  parties  of  thecounlfj. 
I  wish  (said  Mr.  U.)  I  could  believe  thU  as  &r  ai  re- 
spects all  who  are  concerned  in  getting  up  thiaiMMinu 
and  bringing  it  before  this  House.  It  is  now,  as  it  or^ 
nally  was,  I  have  no  doubt,  intended  to  bring  thecbsr- 
acter  and  influence  of  this  House  to  bear  upon  tbis  ques- 
tion in  another  body,  now  engaged  or  expected  to  be  «>• 
gaged  in  an  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  United  SUt« 
Bank. 

I  shall  not  aliempt  to  follow  my  colleague  through  tbe 
various  ramifications  and  views  that  be  has  thoivht  prop- 
er to  Uke  of  this  subject,  but  shall  conRne  myself  to  tbe 
petition  and  such  matters  as  necessarily  grrow  wit  of  it. 
This  petition,  which  now  seriously  engages  tbe  delibefs- 
lions  and  time  of  this  House,  is  signed  by  twenly-eigbl 
names,  not  five,  perhaps,  of  whoiji  have  the  least  koovt- 
edge  of  the  operations  of  banking;  and  what  dotbeysik! 
That  Congress  ahall  take  into  its  hands  and  remodel  liw 
whole  banking  system  of  the  United  States.  Bitl, 
this  is  not  a  subject  which  has  heretofore  beencoMidri^ 
ed  to  be  legitimately  within  the  province  of  the  cAcist 
duties  of  Congress,  I  sliould  not  hsve  adverted  to  it  bst 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  well  those  petiuoafi 
are  acquainted  with  tbe  subject  to  which  tbey  bsff 
thought  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  ibis  House. 

Sir,  my  colleague  baa  thought  proper,  in  tbecour«of 
his  remarks,  to  comment  on  the  depreciated  state  <be 
currency  of  the  country.    Without  stopping  to  inq*** 
how  far  he  or  the  petitioners  are  correct  tnlhat  rfsp«t» 
let  us  suppose  that  it  is  so  that  there  has  a  depieciaiw  j 
in  the  currency  taken  place.    To  whom,  I  uk,  are  vc  i 
indebted  for  that  depreciation  F   To  the  present  adwa-  | 
istration '  and  its  supporters,  among  wbum  my  co)l<*K'< 
has  been  one  of  the  most  zealous.    When  they  asNW< 
the  reins  of  government  we  had  a  sound 
soundest  currency  in  the  world;  when  it  was  of  a  luKd  ^ 
character,  of  specie  and  paper  combined.  Well, 
theyaet  about  to  mend  iiiand^4ipw  have  ibey  done  f 
They  declared  it  lOi^ift^^(e5f©0^tC^*'P** 
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correncjri  iitiirad  of  wliich,  tbey  have  doubled  the  paper 
circulation,  and  now  excliim  against  and  endeavor  to 
transfer  to  their  opponents  the  bUme  and  reaponnbitity 
for  the  evtia  they  have  brought  upon  the  country.  But 
it  may  be  aaked,  bow  have  the  measures  of  tbe  admin* 
iatration  brought  those  evils  upon  the  country  f  1  answer, 
by  the  prostraiiun  of  the  United  States  Banki  an  instilu* 
tion  which  -they  still  continue  to  pursue  with  unabated 
rancor,  because  they  have  not  been  able  entirely  to  de- 
■troy  it.  I  may  be  asked,  in  what  measure  were  we  in- 
debted to  tbe  United  States  Bank  for  the  soumlness  of 
our  currency  at  tbe  tine  the  Govemroeut  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  present  administration '  I  answer,  that  that 
bank,  conaideriDg  itself  a  national  inslitutior,  felt  it  to  be 
a  part  of  iu  duty,  as  well  as  its  interest,  to  preserve  a 
•ound  currency  in  the  country  as  far  as  it  possibly  couldt 
to  accomplish  which  itvolunlarilysubjecicditseltlocon- 
aiderable  expense  and  the  liability  of  sustaining  heavy 
losses.  This  desirable  object  it  accomplished  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  Whenever  it  found,  by  the  quantity  of 
paper  in  circulation  belonging  to  any  bank,  city,  or  State,' 
that  an  overissue  had  taken  place,  the  bank  collected 
-these  overissues  whenever  they  were  to  be  found  in  the 
poMetsion  of  its  debtors,  returned  them  on  the  institu- 
tions which  had  put  them  into  circulation,  and  demanded 
payment.  If  the  banks  thus  brought  in  debt  were  una- 
ble to  pay,  which  was  often  the  case,  the  United  Stales 
Bank,  instead  of  oppressing  or  straitening  them  unnecei. 
aarily,  made  arrangements  with  Uiem,  and,  by  receirin^r 
m  reasonable  intemt,  gave  tbem  time  to  redeem  their 
notes  by  gradual  curtailments.  Thus,  B<r,  they  were  re- 
strained within  proper  limits,  and  a  wholesome  currency 
preserved  in  the  country,  while  tbe  United  States  Bank 
ran  the  risk,  in  case  a  failure  should  take  place  of  any 
bank  whose  notea  they  held,  of  sustaining  the  whole 
lo&s  of  (he  notes  then  tn  its  possession.  This  wholesome 
check  has  been  removed  by  tbe  present  administration 
snd  iu  friends,  and  the  eonsequence  predicted  by  tbe 
opporition  has  followed.  The  country  has  become  flood- 
ed with  State  bank  paper,  until  the  authors  of  tbe  evil 
have  themselves  become  alarmed,  and  now  endeavor,  by 
every  wile  and  stratagem  which  they  can  invent,  to  trans- 
fer tbe  odium  to  their  opponents^  who  labored  from  the 
first  to  avert  the  evil. 

But  there  is  another  subject  which  my  honorable  col. 
league  and  the  petitioners  hare  thought  proper  to  bring 
before  this  House,  with  which,  in  my  bumble  opinion, 
we  have  nothing  to  do.  The  United  States  Bank,  which 
was  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  during 
the  last  session  of  that  body,  is  gravely  charged  with  re- 
issuing (he  notes  of  the  United  S<atcs  Bank,  the  charter 
of  which  expired  last  March.  Well,  sir,  suppose  they 
tiave.  Had  (hey  not  a  right  so  to  dot  Must  tbe  present 
United  States  Bank  be  deprived  of  a  privilege  that  be- 
bi^  to  every  other  bank  and  indiridual  in  the  United 
States'  Suppose  the  bank  in  possession  of  a  quantity  of 
tbe  notes  of  the  old  bank,  which  have  been  received  in 
payment  of  debts  due  to  the  present  bank,  (and  I  am  un- 
acquainted with  any  other  means  by  whirh  it  became 
possessed  of  them,)  and  an  individual  should  be  not  only 
willing  but  desirous  toreceivethesenotesforadebl  due 
from  ute  bank  to  him,  why  should  the  United  Slates  Bank 
be  deprived  of  tbe  privilege  of  paying  them  out,  any 
more  than  any  other  bank  or  individualin  the  country? 
I  know  of  no  reason  except  that  tbe  bank  happens  lo 
be  in  bad  odor  with  the  present  administration  of  the 
Union  and  its  supporters. 

Sir,  the  paper  of  this  wantonly  and  unjustly  abused 
and  vilified  bank  is  at  this  moment  the  best  paper  cur- 
rency in  the  country.  There  is  not  a  gentleman  within 
the  sound  of  my  voice,  from  tbe  South  or  West,  that 
does  nut  know  that  this  paper  is  anxiously  sought  and 
purchased  in  tlieir  sections  of  the  country,  at  fn)m  three 


to  fire  per  cent,  premium.  It  is  found  to  be  the  only 
paper  with  which  they  can  travel  through  all  parts  of 
ibe  country,  without  being  subjected  to  inconvenience  or 
loss  by  the  payment  of  discounts  during  their  journey. 

But  another  idea  is  thrown  out,  Hr.  Speaker:  that  the 
circulation  of  these  notes  by  the  present  Bank  of  the 
United  Sutes  will  prevent  the  old  bank  from  winding  up 
its  affairs,  and  subject  the  United  Slates,  in  common 
with  the  other  stockholders,  to  the  liability  of  losses 
which  they  would  not  otherwise  incur.  Is  this  the  fsctf 
If  it  be,  I  should  like  lo  be  told  in  what  manner  it  can 
happen.  I'he  notes  are  liable  to  be  lost  or  destroyed! 
will  that  be  a  loss  to  the  stockholders.'  I  apprehend  not, 
as  they  will  never  hove  to  pay  tbem  if  Ibey  are  not  pre- 
sented. This  will  be  a  gain  instead  of  a  loss  to  the  bank, 
and  consequently  an  at^antage  to  the  stockholders. 

But  will  it  prevent  the  bank  from  winding  up  iU  af- 
fairs? 1  apprehend  not,  sir.  It  is  well  known  that  ever^ 
bank  keeps  a  record  of  all  the  notes  it  issuer  and  that  it 
must  at  all  times  hold  itself  prepared  to  redeem  them. 
Now,  let  us  suppose  that  Ibis  bank  is  desirous  to  wind 
up  its  affairs,  and  pay  over  the  amount  of  stock  and  divi- 
dends due  to  the  stockholders,  and  upon  examination  it 
finds  that  there  is  still  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  its 
notes  in  circulation.  What,  then,  becomes  its  duly? 
Why,  simply  to  set  auide  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  fur 
the  purpose  of  paying  these  notes  as  they  shall  be  pre- 
sented, and  paying  over  to  tbe  stockholders  tbe  balance 
of  assets  which  it  may  then  possess,  which  is  all  to  which 
tb^  can  by  any  legal  claim.  Need  I  pursue  this  argu- 
ment any  further,  to  prove  that  the  stockholders  cannot 
possibly  lose  any  thing  by  this  operation,  or  that  tbe 
winding  up  of  the  bank  need  not  be  delayed  in  conse* 
quence  of  some  of  its  notea  being  in  circulation?  I  have 
never  been  the  advocate  of  banks  of  any  descriptiom  but  - 
if  we  must  have  tbem,  and  1  believe  such  is  tbe  general 
sentiment  of  the  country,  then  let  ua  not  carry  on  a  war 
against  those  that  are  best  managed,  and  are  calculated 
lo  do  most  good,  and  nurture  those  from  whom  we  bav« 
most  evil  to  apprehend. 

Sir,  the  objects  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  tbe  "pe- 
titionets  cannot  be  effected  by  this  House  without  an  al* 
teration  of  ihe  constitution  of  tbe  United  States,  or  the 
unsettling  of  the  whole  principles  upon  which  your  Gov- 
ernment has  been  administered  ever  since  the  adoption 
of  tbe  federal  constitution.  They  ask  you  lo  take  ttny 
a  power  which  tbe  Slates  have  alwaya  possessed— that 
orgranting  b»nk  charters.  Have  you  a  right  to  deprive 
the  Sutes  of  that  power,  without  an  alteration  of  Ihe  con- 
stitution of  the  United  SUIes?  A  negative  to  this  qges- 
lion  would,  1  believe,  be  almost  unanimous  throughout 
the  Union.  To  what  committee,  then,  should  the  peti- 
tion go?  I  answer,  to  tbe  committee  already  appointed, 
which  has  in  charge  the  various  amendmenU  proposed 
to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  If  you  s«rid  it 
to  a  select  committee,  what  will  be  the  object,  and  what 
have  we  to  expect?  A  report  that  will  contradict  tbe 
assertion  of  my  colleague,  "that  this  is  not  a  party  mess- 
ure,  or  intended  for  paj-ty  purposes."  You,  ur,  I  pre- 
dict, if  you  get  a  report  at  all,  will  get  one  of  a  most  de- 
cided partisan  character.  Sir,  I  had  no  intention  when 
I  came  in  of  saying  a  word  on  tbia  subject,  and  regret 
that  1  have  detained  the  House  so  long. 

Hr.  MANN,  ofNew  York,  said  be  bad  no  idea,  wben 
be  stated  on  yesterday  that  he  wikhed  to  have  bis  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  gratified  in  his  request,  that  this  sub- 
ject would  create  a  debate  taking  so  wide  a  range  as 
that  which  the  House  had  witnessedt  and  it  was  no  part 
of  bis  purpose  now  to  extend  it  much  further.  He  bad 
perceived,  however,  a  disposition  in  tbe  House  to  be- 
come early  possessed  of  lome  subject  worthy  of  debate 
in  that  body,  on  which  to  bang  specehes  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  the  public.   MrDl^tijmcb^Ui>iSMd^«@ed  Uiii 
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of  mob  genenl  intereit,  allboogh  he  would  admit  itt  in* 
triniio  impoHancei  ind  he  ezpreHed  the  hope  (bit  the 
standing  eommiltees  of  the  House  would  very  soon  be 
able  to  present  to  its  consideration,  and  for  its  aclion. 
tbe  important  measures  of  the  session.  These  he  deemed 
were — the  reduction  of  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Oovernmentt  the  restriction  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  to  actual  aeltle^si  the  maintenance  of  our  neutrality 
towards  belligerant  nation^  more  especially  towards 
Mexico  and  Texasi  and  the  annual  neerasary  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  Government.    When  these  sub- 

t'ecta  are  before  the  House,  honorable  gentlemen  will 
lare  a  field  wide  enough  to  exercise  (heir  highest  pow- 
ers. Tbe  House  would  recollect  (said  Mr.  M.)  that  his 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  GuBftiiTB]  had  hereto* 
fore  made  some  efforts  to  bring  the  subject  of  this  peti> 
tion  before  it  and  before  the  country,  in  which  he  had 
not  been  as  successful  as  he  (Hr.  M.)  thought  he  de* 
■erved.  That  gentleman  had  not  often  asked  the  House 
for  favors  of  any  kindt  he  had  been  as  modeat  in  that  re- 
spect as  moat  gentlemen  representing  tbe  people  on  that 
floor.  Hr.  M.  said  he  understood  that  his  friend  who 
presented  this  petition  fett  a  deep  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject, because  (he  Dank  of  the  United  States  of  tbe  Stale 
of  Pennsylvania  bad  establishedi  or  were  about  eatabliah- 
ing,  a  branch  of  that  institution  in  tbe  district  which  he 
repreaentedt  and  Mr.  H.  thought  it  but  nght  that  the 
gentleman  should  have  an  opportunity,  as  cnairmsn  of  a 
select  committee,  to  reaist  what  he  deemed  an  encroach- 
ment upon  the  rights  of  his  constituents,  by  a  great  mo- 
neyed power.  He  desired,  alto,  at  the  same  time,  to 
resist  the  extension  of  the  paper  system — of  paper  mo* 
ney—whether  under  tbe  federal  or  State  authoritiea,  by 
an  examination  of  the  subject  in  reference  to  the  spirit 
of  our  inatitutioDa.  To  this  Hr.  H.  saw  no  well-rounded 
objection,  because  it  was  not  proposed  by  the  petition* 
en,  or  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  to  apply  the 

Eoweriof  this  Government  to  remedy  tbe  present  evils, 
ut  to  strike  at  (be  root,  by  considering  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  consUlution  so  as  to  prohibit  the  States, 
bjr  their  own  oonsent,  from  granting  banking  privileges 
and  profit*  by  their  legislatitHi  to  one  clau  of  their  citi- 
zens, (under  (he  pretence  of  the  public  good,)  which, 
in  the  nature  of  Ihingr,  must  be  denied  to  all  others. 
Sir,  (said  Hr.  H.,}  has  not  the  paper  system  of  this 
country  extended  itself  far  enough,  identifying  itself 
with  all  the  interests  of  society  in  every  department  of 
trade,  devouring  the  profluciive  labor  of  (hose  who  sub- 

ait  to  the  laws  of  Heaven,  and  procure  their  bread  by 
e  sweat  of  their  browaf  Why  is  it,  air,  that  for  the 
last'  ten  or  fifteen  ^ears  tbe  community  has  been  kept 
almost  conslsntly  in  a  feverish  condition  repecting  the 
currency,  rendering  their  properly  and  their  productive  la- 
bor insecure,  by  changing  (he  standard  of  value,  or  rather 
desttjpying  it?  Has  it  not  been  principally  owing  to  the 
fluctuations  in  our  paper  syUem,  sometimes  swelling  it- 
aeir  like  the  full  tides  of  (he  ocean,  and  then  suddenly 
receding,  carrying  its  thougblless  and  csreleu  votaries 
to  the  dark  abodea  of  devouring  avarice' 
.  What  is  a  proper  remedy  for  this^  atked  Hr.  M.  Why, 
the  gentleman  f^rom  Pennsylvania,  who  lias  jutt  resumed 
his  Ka<,  [Hr.  Harpeb,]  finds  it  in  a  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  (0  regulate  the  issues  of  the  subordinate  factories, 
by  driving  their  products  home,  and  substituting  (heir 
own,  which,  be  believes,  is  the  very  best  currency  .in 
the  world.  Tbii  remedy,  sir,  has  usually  increased  the 
diaeaae.  Instead  of  regulating,  restrainiDg,  or  controlling, 
the  paper  issues  by  the  Slate  bankx,  it  has  increased 
them  by  ibe  addition  of  its  own  issues  falling  into  their 
vaults  aa  capital.  The  gentleman  from  Hassachuaetis 
[Hr.  Limcolm]  supposes  that  it  is  a  libel  upon  tbe  peo- 
ple to  even  entertain  tbe  idea  of  restraining  the  paper 
ayalem  in  iu  operation,  and  does  not  seem  willing  to 


treat  this  petition  with  common  re^wet.  There  are.  air, 
(said  Mr.  M.,)  thoae  in  tbe  State  which  in  part  be  bad 
the  honor  lo  repreaeot,  aa  well  as  in  Masnchuaetle.  wbo 
maintain  that  (he  greater  part  of  the  blesMogs  vow^tsaiiBd 
from  God  to  man  come  through  a  bank  under  their  con- 
trol. It  has,  however,  been  doubted  there,  by  com; 
whether  those  blessinga  are  not  shaved  an<l  dimuiiabed 
before  they  efTect  the  purpoaea  deaigoed  by  tbe  GreiK 
Giver.  This  ia  not  tbe  eaae  (Mr.  H.  premmed)  wkli 
the  constituency  of  the  honorable  geodemen  frooa  Mu- 
sachusetts,  and  therefore  he  ia  clear  that  Ihii^  are  bleaiK 
inga  to  them,  which  are  ealeemed  eviU  by  otoat  all  olb- 
ers.  Mr.  M.  aaid  he  cnuld  here  make  anawer  to  the  aev* 
eral  positions  assumed  by  the  honorable  gentlefnan  fttm 
Maasachusetts,  which  he  (ruated  would  be  eatisCactseyt 
but  he  had  already  occupied  the  Houae  much  longer  tbaa 
he  intended  when  he  w-ose,  and  he  eould  not  dcM  it 
necessary  or  useful  to  detain  it  lower  for  tueb  purpoK. 
He  hoped  the  petition  would  receive  the  aane  rrsped 
which  waa  usually  accorded  to  those  which  were  ia  re- 
spectful terms. 

Hr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  under  tbe  im* 
pression  that,  at  the  last  aesaion,  this  memorial  was  re* 
ferred  to  one  of  the  standing  eommitteea  <^  the  lloi«e- 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Penn^lvania  [Mr.  GuBUin] 
takea  It  from  tbe  files  in  tbe  Clerks  office,  and  ngain 
present*  it  to  car  consideration,  because,  for  wsAt  €if 
time,  or  from  some  other  cauae,  it  iwaa  not  finally  dispo* 
aed  of  at  a  former  session.  Why  (said  Hr.  P.)  riwuldit 
now  receive  a  different  direction?  What  baa  transpirca 
to  require  thisF  Because  it  did  not  receive  the  ndioa 
of  a  committee  at  a  former  session,  tt  did  not  follow  that 
it  would  not  receive  aueh  action  at  Ibe  present  aemiaa. 
To  refer  it  now  to  a  select  committee  would  vot,  per* 
baps,  be  a  direct  censure  upon  one  of  the  standing  com* 
mitteea  of  tbe  Hoose;  hut  he  would  submit  to  gentlemen 
whether  it  would  lie  paying  that  deference  and  respect 
to  a  standing  committee  it  was  entitled  to.  To  such  a 
committee  it  legitimately  belonged,  and  I  (said  Mr.  P.) 
am  not  disposed  to  gratify  my  friend  from  Pennq'lvsBis, 
or  any  other  man,  to  take  from  committees  what 
longs  to  them.  I  have  taken  my  atand  upon  ttis  as^ 
ject,  and  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  will  underatMd 
that  it  ia  not  to  (^pose  him  that  I  object  to  his  motio^ 
but  to  mainlain  a  consistency  in  my  own  course  of  legis- 
lation. Heretofore,  select  committees  were  not  or- 
dered as  a  matter  of  course,  never  wi(hout  good  cauaet 
and  not  always  when,  in  the  opinion  of  many  gentle- 
men, there  twa  been  good  cause.  Such  bas  t>cen  ibe 
temper  of  tbe  House  in  regard  to  tfiem,  and  suob  has 
been  the  tenacity  with  which  those  who  composed  the 
standing  committees  of  the  Houae  clung  to  what  bC; 
longed  to  them.  I  regret  to  aay  that,  at  this  sesskpo, 
there  have  been  already  appointed  more  select  eommiC- 
tees  than  I  had  ever  before  known  during  n  vbote  ses- 
sion of  (he  House. 

I  will  for  a  moment  examine  the  efiiect  which  will  be 
produced  by,  and  tbe  consequences  whioh  wiU  Mkiv, 
the  too  frequent  appointment  of  these  select  conmittees. 
One  member  wants  a  aubject  referred  to  a  select  eosi- 
mitiee,  which  is  proper  for  the  consideration  of  one  of 
the  standing  committreaof  the  House,  because  be,  as 
the  chairman  of  that  committee,  can  have  it  under  bis 
special  care,  will  be  able  to  present  it  to  the  House  in  a 
f«ir  light,  and  more  speedily,  for  i(a  action  thereos. 
Well,  air,  this,  in  the  ettimalion  of  some  gentlemea^ 
may  be  all  welt  enought  but  are  ibey  prepared  toaay  that 
one  member  shall  have,  by  concession  and  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  what  shall  be  denied  to  another?  If 
not,  sir,  then  where  and  in  «bat  situation  do  we  fisd 
ourselvea?  Every  thing  which  any  member  has  in  charge 
must  go,  or  certainly  may  go,  to  a  select  committer. 
Tour  sunding  *^ 
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dietion,  ftnd  might  u  well  be  kbollahed  at  one  time  aa  »t 
another. 

There  h  withal  a  little  right  and  a  little  juitice  involv- 
ed in  thit  consideration.  Ii  It  rta;ht,  it  it  jual^  that  an  in- 
terest should  be  committed  to  thow  who  are  known,  in 
kdranee,  to  be  in  favor  of  'nt  I  think  nol(  as  you  m»y 
not,  in  such  a  case,  have  that  full  investigation,  and  thst 
fiur  and  impartial  representation,  which  may  be  had  oF 
one  of  the  standing  commtttees  of  the  House. 

For  an  illustration  of  my  views  I  will  (said  Mr.  P.) 
recur  to  what  has  talcen  place  at  this  session,  not  to  ar- 
raign the  prending  officer  of  the  House,  who  has,  I 
know,  done  no  more  than  conform  to  uvge  and  the 
eourse  of  those  who  have  preceded  him,  but  to  show  the 
Gpntequences  of  an  order  for  a  select  committee.  An 
bonorable  member  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ha  wis,]  with 
mn  avowed  hostility  and  opposition  to  the  military  school 
at  West  Point,  honest  and  sincere,  I  have  no  doubt,  in 
bis  convictions  of  the  inutility  of  that  institution,  sub- 
aiits  a  proposition  and  inquiry  which  involve,  or  may  in- 
volve, the  farther  continuance  of  thst  institution,  and 
prays  for  a  select  committee.  Such  a  committee  is  or> 
dered,  consisting  of  nine  memberst  and  it  is  found  that, 
of  the  nine,  seven  are  friendly  to  the  propontion  sub- 
mitted by  the  honorable  gentleman' from  Kentucky,  and 
unfriendly  to  the  institution,  and  but  two  are  the  friends 
of  the  same. 

I  complain  not  of  this,  as  the  select  committee  was  or- 
dered, because' it  wssorgsnized  aaaarding  to  the  usages 
of  the  House,  existing  in  the  organintfon  of  sueb  com* 
BHtteest  but  I  do,  Mr.  Speaker,  derive  from  it  an  srgu- 
nent,  and  I  hope  the  Bouse  will  see  the  full  force  of  it, 
against  the  too  frequent  appointment  of  lelect  commit- 
tees. 

I  have  often  witnessed  a  spirit  which  well  becomes 
tbem,  evinced  by  those  who  are  the  heads  of  standing 
(wmmittees  in  the  House,  to  claim  all  that  belonged  to 
them,  I  hope  I  shall  see  fiirther  manif^ations  of  this 
spirit.  We  made  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  a 
very  good  beginning.  An  honorable  member  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Lewis]  moved  a  reference  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  a  subject  wbirih  the  veteran  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  clearly  showed  belonged  to  that 
eommittcet  and,  by  a  very  large  vote  of  the  House,  the 
■elect  committee  was  denied,  and  the  subject  was  refer- 
red to  the  standing  committee  of  which  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Whittlisxt]  is  chairman. 
Why  wu  this  done?  There  was  a  general  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  House,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  gratify  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama;  but  it  could  not  be  done  with- 
out a  violation  of  our  own  rules,  and  encroaching  upon 
the  righta  ofa  standing  committee  of  the  Houae. 

But  what,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  we  called  upon  to  do  by 
those  gentlemen  ntemorialist^  twenty-eight  in  number, 
comprising,  I  hope,  not  all  the  virtue  and  intelligence, 
purity  of  purpose,  and  integrity  of  character,  yet  re- 
maimng  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania^  They  complain  of 
the  increasing  iasuesof  bank  paper  money  by  incorporated 
companies  in  the  different  Stalest  ^^^y  wis')  Congress  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  proposing  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution,  restricting  the  incorporation  of  banks 
by  the  several  Statesi  they  say  that  the  notes  of  the 
Omnk  of  the  United  Slates,  which  had  been  returned  to 
the  bank  for  redemption,  and  redeemed,  had  been  reis- 
sued since  the  4th  of  March  last,  when  the  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  Ignited  Slates  expiredi  and  they  pray, 
generally,  for  relief  in  the  premises. 

When  (said  Mr.  P.)  men  are  in  mud  and  mire  so 
deep  that  they  cannot,  in  their  opinions,  extricate 
themselves  without  calling  on  their  friends,  it  has  been 
generally  thought  to  be  necessary  for  them  to  show,  be- 
fore  they  received  the  required  aid,  X\uX  the  proper  ef- 
fort on  their  part  his  been  made.  Sir,  can  we  confer  apon 


these  honest  men  sny  sid  which  they  may  not  have  and  en- 
joy, independently  of  any  action  on  our  part?  What  says 
the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales  upon  one  of  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  us  for  consideration  by  these  twenty- 
eight  men^  ■■Congress,  whenever  two  thirds  of  both 
Houses  shall  deem  it  necesaary,  shall  propose  amend- 
ments to  this  constitutiont  or,  on  the  application  of  the 
Legialatures  of  two  thirds  of  the  several  States,  shall  call 
a  convention  for  proposing  amendments,"  &c.  I  would 
say,  sir,  to  those  honorable  men,  why  is  not  this  good 
work  begun  st  home?  Do  not  yet  call  on  Hercules,  for 
you  have  not  yet  shown  that  you  have  done  all  yoa  were 
able  to  do. 

1  may  be  toM  tbat  the  Legtslatore  of  Pennsylvania  ii 

corrupt,  and  an  appeal  to  that  body  would  be  an  ineffec- 
tual one.  Then  I  would  say,  appeal  to  the  ballot.box; 
and  if,  perchance,  (  should  be  told  that  even  there  the 
proper  relief  could  not  be  had,  I  would  say  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Pennsylvania,  adopt  and  carry  into  operation  the 
niffffcitioi"  of  It  IcMt  two  of  her  Governors,  Wolf'and 
Ritner:  eslRblish  free  achooU,  and  extend  the  diffusion 
of  light  and  sciencet  apply  all  that  will  to  you  belong, 
under  our  late  distribution  set,  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
lightening the  rising  generation.  I  repeat,  sir,  let  the 
men  of  Pennsylvania  begin  their  good  work  at  hornet 
for,  in  my  opinion,  it  does  not  become  them  to  put  upon 
record  their  own  infamy,  their  bribery,  and  their  corrup- 
tion, and  the  influence  of  Mr.  Biddle  and  bis  bank  over 
them. 

Sir,  I  am  sorry  that  tbe  corrupting  influences  of  the 
msn  or  his  bank  are  brought  to  our  view:  let  every  man 
have  bis  due.  Mr.  Biddle  ssys  that  he  was  quite  indiffer- 
ent about  a  recharter,  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  made  no 
application  for  a  recharter)  he  neither  corrupted  nor  se- 
duced any  onet  that  if  any  rapacious  act  was  committed, 
it  WR8  by  the  Legislature  upon  him,  and  npt  by  him  upon 
tbemi  and  one  would  suppose,  from  bis  flrat  ktter  ad- 
dressed to  my  venerable  friend  from  Massachusetts,  that 
there  would  not  have  been  any  violence  of  any  kind,  but 
for  tbe  proceedings  of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature. 
Surely,  air,  these  twenty-eight  men  do  not  wish  us  to 
save  them  from  their  own  worst  enemies,  themselves. 

It  is,  has  long  been,  a  mooted  point,  and  I  think  it  will 
long  remain  so,  whether  Congresi^  under  the  constitu- 
tion, can  in  any  way  restrain  or  restrict  the  issues  of 
bank  paper  by  local  banks.  Urpomie  banka  can  be 
compelled  to  t>erform  what  they  are  bound  by  contract 
with  Ihe  Treasury  Department  to  do,  and  here  I  think 
the  matter  must  end.  I  am  not  now  prepared  to  ssy 
that  Congress  can,  as  tbe  constitution  now  is,  say  to  any 
State  in  this  Union,  you  shall  incorporate  so  many  and 
no  more-banking  institutions,  and  the  issues  of  those  in- 
coi^orsted  shall  be  to  such  an  extent  as  we  may  pre- 
scribe, and  not  beyond.  Sir,  [am  not  a  very  great 
atickler  for  State  righlst  at  any  rate,  I  have  not  said  so 
much  in  fsvur  of  tht-ro  as  many  others  have  saidt  but  this 
I  do  ssy,  tbat  I  am  ready,  and  as  veil  prepared  as  any 
man  can  be,  to  resist  all  encroachments  upon  State  sove- 
reignties, let  them  come  from  whatever  quarter  they 
may,  and  act,  when  there  shall  be  an  attempt  here  to  re- 
strain the  Legislature  of  the  State  from  which  I  come, 
in  what  we  deem  to  be  the  lawful  exercise  of  its  powers, 
whether  in  incorporating  banking  institutions,  or  any 
other  institution^,  that  attempt  will  be  fairly  met,  not  by 
mealnne,  and  will  be  properly  resisted.  We  are  not 
yet  driven  to  the  necessity  of  declaring  to  the  world  our 
uvn  infamy,  and  begging  Cungress,  because  we  are  cor- 
rupt, to  take  us  under  its  protection,  to  set  for  ut,  and 
puss  laws  to  restrain  us  in  our  infamous  and  corrupt 
course. 

Sir,  let  it  not  be  inferred  from  vfaai  i  have  said  that  I 
am  in  fam  of  tbe  moDE^40«i9i^udt£b39'k€e  coun- 
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try.  No,  sir}  T  am  opposed  to  them,  and  all  other  iocor- 
poratiunsi  and  as  I  now  am  1  always  have  been,  and  I 
verily  believe  I  Bhalt  continue  to  be.  What  are  they  but 
additional  facilitifB  Tor  the  rich  to  oppress  the  poor,  and, 
in  their  march  to  do  it,  to  travel  with  steam  power?  for 
an  irresponsible  body,  without  soul*  to  do  what  no  man, 
as  an  individual,  with  heart  or  soul,  ever  did  or  ever 
will  do — to  steal  power  from  the  many,  to  whom  it  be- 
longs, and  confer  it  upon  the  few,  who  never  ought  to 
have  it,  and  clothe  that  few  with  the  full  poiseasion  and 
exercise  of  il?  Sir,  upon  this  subject  I  haveTiothing  lo 
di^lse.  I  here  avow  my  sentiments,  as  I  have  avowed 
them  elsewherei  and  I  stand  or  bll  by  ihem,  here  and 
every  where. 

Sir,  it  may  be  very  questionable  whether  power  can 
'  be  met  by,  or  resisted  by,  any  thing  but  power;  and 
whether  there  is  strength  enough.  If  there  be  virtue  and 
integrity  sufficient,  in  the  people  of  this  country  to  meet 
or  put  down  what  may  be  called  the  major  vis — the  mo- 
ney power  and  the  corporation  power — except  by 
meeting  it  with  its  own  Weapons,  and  opposing  to  it  a 
Force  not  unlike  that  which  it  wields.  The  people  of 
my  own  Slate,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  one  would  suppose,  have 
gone  upon  this  principle;  that  is  to  say,  lo  meet  power 
of  a  certain  kind  by  the  exercise  against  it  of  a  power 
of  the  like  kind.  Finding  themselves.  In  the  incorpora- 
tion of  bank  institutions,  "stepped  in  so  far  that  return- 
ing would  be  as  bad  as  lo  go  o'er,"  they  are  now,  from 
necessity,  to  keep  in  a  sound  healthy  state  institutions 
created,  obliged  to  create  all  that  are  asked  for,  that  one 
may  operate  as  ■  check  to  and  counteract  the  evil  ten- 
dencies and  effect  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  recently 
chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  is  a  crea- 
ture of  Pennsylvania.  As  we  all  take  our  wives,  let 
ibem  take  that,  for  better  and  for  worse,  and  not  trou- 
ble us  about  bribery  and  corruption.  If  they  have  been 
bribed,  or  felt  the  corrupting  influence  of  money,  the 
sooner  they  are  in  a  state  which  will  enable  tbem  to  re- 
sist the  one  or  (be  other,  the  better  for  them.  I  thought 
at  the  last  session,  when  ve  with  great  unanimity  re-^ 
pealed  one  of  the  sections  in  the  charter  of  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which,  in  the  opinions  of 
some  men,  was  operative,  notwithstanding  the  expira- 
tion of  the  charter  itEelTi  operative  so  far  as  to  compel 
receiving  officers  to  receive  the  bills  of  that  bank,  in  the 
payment  of  Government  dues,  we  should  not  hear,  in  the 
form  of  direct  communications,  any  thing  more  of  the 
miknsler,  and  nothing  more  would  be  snid  of  it,  and 
nothing  more  would  be.done  in  regard  to  it,  until  we 
took  the  proper  steps  to  make  il  dingorge  what  it  had 
belonging  to  us.    I  have  been  mistaken. 

In  conclusion,  said  Hr.  P.,  when  in  order  to  make  that 
motion,  I  will  move,  and  if  now  in  order  will  now  move, 
that  this  memorial  be  referred  to  (be  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  DENNT  said  he  rose  to  trouble  the  House  with  a 
remark  or  two,  in  consequence  of  the  extraordinary 
ground  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Mxxir.]  I  had  supposed,  from  the  motion  made  by  that 

f;entleman  on  yesterday,  (hat  his  object  was  to  submit  at 
irge  some  cogent  and  satisfactory  arguments  for  in- 
dulffing  my  colleague  [Mr.  Galmhaith]  witK  a  select 
committee.  He  has  not  done  this,  however,  and  the 
only  reason  he  has  urged  amounts  to  this:  that  it  is  ap- 
prehended some  change  may  take  pisce  in  the  opinions 
of  the  constituents  of  my  ollesgiiet  therefore  the  power 
of  this  House  must  be  exercised  to  counteract  it. 

lie  says  there  is  a  special  reason  for  grunting  the  mo- 
tion of  my  colleague;  which  is,  that  the  Pennsylvania 
Bank  of  the  United  Sta(ea  is  about  to  establish  a  branch 
in  the  district  represented  by  my  colleagiici  and  Hm 
select  committee  Is  desired  in  order  **  to  resist  this  en- 


croachment on  the  principles  of  hit  [Hr.  GAi.aajiTK'i] 
constituents,  by  this  moneyed  power."  I  prmime  it  ii 
known  to  mast  gentlemen  on  this  floor  that  (he  bank 
chartered  by  Pennsylvania  has  established  a  branch  it 
the  town  of  Crie,  in  the  county  of  Brie,  and  within  tiK 
district  represented  by  my  colleague. 

But,  rir,  this  brmnch  was  aatfaoriied  by  the  Le^slalai* 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  T  believe  at  tbe  spetial  Instance  uti 
request  of  the  constituents  of  my  colleague.  It  was  oa 
(he  motion  of  the  gentleman  who  represented  the  peo- 
ple of  Brie  county  in  (he  Legislature  that  the  autbority 
was  given  to  establish  this  branch.  It  did  not  proceed 
from  any  spontaneous  movement  of  the  bank  itself.  Hm 
is  termed  an  encroachtnent  on  "(he  principlet  of  Ik 
constituents  of  my  colleague."  And  because  the  fa' 
tleman  imagines  this  measure  may  produce  a  change  is 
the  opinions  of  many  of  the  constituents  of  my  cotlesgne, 
and  cause  them  to  differ  from  him,  therefore  wemmtis. 
terpose  the  power  of  this  House  to  prevent  tl.  We  ire 
called  on  to  interfere  with  the  opinions  of  the  peopir, 
where  it  is  supposed  they  may  drifer  from  those  enteniiii' 
ed  by  their  Representative  here?  Csr^  out  theti|i>* 
ment,  tbe  same  reason  would  justify  our  mleifering  wilh 
the  press.  And  gentlemen  might  with  equal  pnpnety 
call  for  the  power  of  this  House  to  be  exercised  to  put 
down  a  press  established  in  his  district,  because  it  nugbt 
produce  a  chanfje  in  the  opinions  or  principles  of  hii 
constituents.  The  doctrine  is  alarming,  and  cUiro  for 
this  House  a  power  which  I  cannot  concede  to  it. 

If  my  colleague  has  views  peculiar  to  himself  ca  the 
subject  mentioned  in  the  memorial,  and  wbioh  be  thiaks 
important  and  worthy  of  being  made  public,  the  pre* 
is  '  to  open  to  himt  he  can  freely  eomtnuntcate  tboa 
through  (hat  channel.  But  I  cannot  agree  that  Ail 
House  should  lend  its  sanction  to  the  doctrine  contended 
for  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

If  any  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  tbe  mefnonal,_I 
have  no  great  objection  to  sending  the  first  branch  of  it 
to  the  committee  indicated  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Mac- 
aschusetts.  Yet  I  think  tbe  whole  had  belter  be  hid  <m 
Ihe  table. 

This  memorial  was  gotten  up  last  year,  at  a  period  of 
political  excitement.  The  presidential  election  was  ap- 
proaching, and  something  was  to  effected.  That  con- 
test is  now  over,  and  this  memorial  might  well  have 
been  left  on  the  files  of  the  House.  So  much  of  it  u 
relates  to  an  amendment  of  the  eonstitation  I  am  witting 
aliould  be  referred  lo  the  committee  already  bsrinf 
charge  of  propositions  for  that  purpose. 

With  regard  to  the  second  part  of  the  memorial,  I  am 
opposed  to  any  reference  whatever.  In  this  part  of  tiw 
memorial  we  are  called  upon  to  interfere  with  a  Slate  in- 
stitution. And  for  what  reason^  Because  the  bank 
chartered  by  Pennsylvania  has  received  and  psid  ««it 
notesf  ormerly  put  into  circulation  by  the  Bank  ^  Iks 
United  States  chartered  1^  Congress.  Has  not  every 
bank  a  right  to  do  thW  "nc  Pennsylvania  Bank  vl  the 
United  States  is  distinct  from  the  old  Bank  of  the  Umted 
States;  they  have  different  individuals  as  their  pretidii^ 
officers.  Your  power  extends  to  the  bank  chartered  by 
Congress;  but  you  have  no  right  to  go  into  an  examinitisa 
of  (he  affairs  of  the  institution  established  by  Pennsj*»a- 
nia;  it  is  a  Stste  inslitution,  not  amenable  to  yoa,8ld 
over  which  you  have  no  ontrol.  Large  as  are  (he  powers 
of  this  House,  they  can  extend  only  to  those  instituttoos 
connected  with  this  Government.  That  established  by 
Pennsylvania  is  beyond  your  jurisdiction,  and  exchwvelf 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Sute,  tod  we  cannot  to> 
terfere  with  it, 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  remarked  that 
the  memorial  offered  by  bis  colle^ue  [Mr.  GALinAiM] 
presented  for  the  consideration  orfheJImM  iobjeMM 
general  as  well  m>  1«igP<4!)4^K-4aiPgU«tt  tavt 
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elicited  discussion,  and  will  elicit  more.  In  this  memo- 
rial ia  asked  sn  araei^dment  of  the  constitution  of  the 
Vnited  Statei,  in  mattera  not  affecting  a  portion  of  the 
people,  or  one  part  of  the  country,  but  an  amendment 
that  ia  to  eoDtrol  Ibe  action  and  twidatioa  of  tbe  State 
Xiegislfttureii  and  State  Mthoritiea  of  all  the  Slatei  fiom' 
poainjr  the  Government,  in  relation  to  luuiUngiMtttutiont 
and  other  corporationa. 

Another  branch  of  this  memorial  propoiea  an  inresti' 
gation  of  the  acts  and  proceedinga  of  a  Pennaylvania 
State  instilutioni  created  and  maintained  by  State 
withorityt  and  the  question  now  before  the  House,  and 
which  t»  the  aubjeot  of  diieussion,  ia  tbe  reference  or 
dispoattion  to  be  made  of  thii  memorial,  for  which  the 
mover  askt  a  select  committee  to  be  raised. 

It  is  to  be  contidered  whether  it  is  deserving  of  a 
reference  to  any  committee,  from  the  character  of  the 
memorial,  and  the  cireuntstances  under  which  it  ia  got 
up  and  presented.  This  memorial,  signed  by  twenty- 
eight  cilizena  of  Pennsylvanis,  was  presented  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  and,  by  a  vote  of  this  House, 
was  laid  on  the  table*  where  it  was  allowed  to  rest. 
It  han,  however,  been  raised  from  the  tomb  of  the 
Capulets,  to  which  it  was  suppoaed  to  be  ponsrgned, 
■nd  again  brought  before  the  House  bjr  my  colleague. 

It  has  already  performed  its  office:  it  was  presented  to 
the  last  Congreas  by  him,  with  such  remarks  as  he  chose 
to  make,  and  he  haa  been  allowed  the  opportunity  of 
again  presenting  it,  and  making  his  remarks.  This  is 
enough,  and  as  much  probably  as  was  expected,  or 
ought  to  have  been  expected,  for  such  e  memorial. 

It  Is,  however,  now  asked  and  pressed  that  a  select 
eommittee  shall  be  raised  fur  the  special  purpoae  of  con* 
Mderi)^  this  noemorial.  It  is  unreasonable  that  a  select 
fKimmittee  should  be  formed  and  charged,  under  the  di- 
rection of  this  House,  with  considering  certain  proposed 
unietidnienta  to  the  constitution,  limiting  Slate  authority 
end  State  legislation  in  all  the  States,  and  abridging  the 
rights  of  the  people  from  one  end  of  tbe  Union  to  t)ie 
other,  on  tbe  sppUcalion  of  twenty-eight  petitioners  from 
one*8tate,  whose  memorial  had  been  preaented  to  the 
last  Congreas,  and,  by  a  vote  of  the  House,  laid  on  the 
table,  without  a  reference  to  any  committee.  Without 
any  fresh  memorial  from  the  people,  without  any  indica. 
tion  of  public  sentiment  on  the  part  of  the  people  on 
this  subject  of  general  interest,  this  House  is  asked  to 
give  my  colleagrue,  on  this  sleeping  memorial,  a  seteet 
committee,  to  consider  and  report  amendmenta  of  the 
constitution  that  shall  restrain  and  limit  State  jurisdiction 
and  legislation.  It  will  lead  to  no  aroendonent,  nor  will 
it  lead  to  any  legislation  by  this  House,  and  it  ought  not 
to-reeeive  the  attention  that  would  seem  to  be  given  to 
it  by  raising  a  select  eommittee.  The  moat  proper  dis- 
position of  this  memorial  would  be  such  as  was  given  to 
It  at  the  last  session — by  layiilg  it  on  the  table. 

Bat,  ^r,  if  it  is  to  have  a  reference  to  ■  eommittee, 
that  portion  of  it  which  relates  to  the  amendment  of  tbe 
conatitution  should  be  referred  to  the  select  committee 
tome  time  since  appointed,  and  to  which  the  various 
propositions  in  relation  to  the  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution have  already  been  referred.  It  would  be  appro- 
priate for  that  committee  to  consider  this,  or  other 
amendments  that  may  be  proposed.  Is  this  House  going 
to  set  tbe  precedent  of  indulging  every  set  of  petition- 
ers, be  their  numbers  great  or  small,*  with  a  select  com- 
mittee to  consider  their  projects?  If  this  be  establi^ed 
as  the  rtite  and  practice  of  this  House,  these  memorials 
will  multiply  on  our  hands  much,  with  various  schemes  of 
amendment,  and  we  shall  have  as  many  projected 
amendments,  and  as  many  select  committees,  as  there 
are  articles  in  the  constitution.  Let  us  set  no  such  pre- 
eedentt  but,  if  the  House  will  give  it  a  reference,  let  it 
be  made  to  a  eommittee  already  selected,  having  ciiarge 
of  the  subject. 


But  another  part  of  this  memorial  relates  to  the  acts 
and  proceedings  of  a  State  bank  in  Pennsylvanis.  It  is 
complained  that  the  Pennsylvania  United  Slates  Bank,  in 
its  business  transactions,  uaea,  to  a  certain  extent,  some 
of  tbe  bank  notes  of  the  late  United  States  Bank. 
Whether  it  does  or  does  not,  whether  U  is  right  or 
«rrong  in  this,  and  whether  it  be  authorized  or  prohibit- 
ed, are  questions  and  mstters  with  which  this  House  has 
nothing  to  dot  they  belong  to  the  people  of  Pennsylva. 
nia.  It  is  a  State  institution,  created  by  Stale  aatliority, 
and  amenable  to  our  State  Judiciary  and  State  Legisla- 
ture for  the  abuses  of  its  powers,  if  they  be  abused. 

Our  State  tribunals  are  fully  competent  to  take  care 
of  our  State  institutions  and  protect  our  citizens,  with- 
out the  interference  of  this  House,  in  a  matter  of  which 
It  has  no  cogniiaoce  or  jurisdiction;  and  if  it  does  inter- 
fere, it  is  by  encroaching  on  State  rights,  and  usurping 
power  and  authority  which  does  not  belong  to  it. 

By  whom  is  it  that  this  House  is  asked  to  inquire  into 
a  subject  belonging  to  the  courts  and  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvaniaf  It  is  on  the  memorial  of  twenty-eight  pe- 
tionen  from  Pennsylvania*  out  of  a  population  of  one 
million  and  a  half)  a  memorial  not  now  emanating  from 
tbe  people,  complaining  of  any  existing  or  recent 
grievance  or  abuse,  but  raised  up  from  the  old  files  of 
the  Houve,  where  it  was  supposed  to  be  buried.  Ia  this 
all  that  is  required  to  induce  the  House  to  take  Pennsyl- 
vania under  its  charge,  and  assume  to  do  what  belongs 
to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  and  her  State  authoriliesf 
Against  any  such  interference  or  assumption  of  power, 
as  one  of  the  representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  I  protest. 

Bnt,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the  honorule  n«mber  from 
New  Tork,  [Hr.  Maitv,]  in  more  than  a  whisper,  that 
there  is  s  special  reason  and  propriety  in  indulging  my 
colleague  with  a  select  committee,  as  he  understood  that 
this  State  bank  was  about  to  locate  a  branch  in  the  dis- 
trict of  my  colleaguej  and  as  my  honorable  colleague 
[Mr.  Gh-bbaith]  was  sitting  near  the  member  from 
New  Tork,  he  may  take  this  as  his  suggestion.  It  was 
further  alleged,  as  a  reason  fur  the  interference  of  the 
House  to  make  tbe  inquiry,  that  the  proposed  branch  of 
the  State  bank  might,  it  was  apprehended,  corrupt  the 
people  of  that  district. 

The  location  of  a  branch  of  this  State  bank  in  that  dis* 
trict  is  a  question  of  policy,  expediency,  and  power,  for 
the  consideration  of  the  people  and  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania. It  belong  exeluMvely  to  them  and  the  bank, 
and  they  can  and  wdl  lettle  the  question  for  themselves. 
This  House  has  no  jurisdiction  or  power  over  it.  • 

If  the  location  of  the  branch  in  the  district  of  my  col- 
league is  a  grievance,  tending  to  corrupt  the  people,  and 
they  are  opposed  to  it,  how  is  it,  out  of  a  population  of 
fifty  thousand  and  more  in  (hat  district,  it  should  be 
left  to  these  twenty -eight  petitioners  to  take  care  of  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  that  district,  and  to  manifest 
their  opposition  f 
-  Such  consideration^  thus  supported,  ought  not  to  in- 
fluence this  House  in  assuming  to  legislate  on  a  subject 
out  of  their  power  and  jurisdiction,  and  within  the  pow- 
er and  cognizance  alone  of  State  authority. 

It  cannot,  I  think,  be  seriously  expected  that  there 
will  be  any  legisUtion  by  this  House  on  this  memoriaif 
and  as  the  whole  aubject  is  one  calculated  to  produce  dis- 
cussion, create  excitement,  rouse  party  feelings,  and  con- 
sume time,  without  leading  to  any  practical  legislation, 
I  move  to  lay  the  memorial,  &c.  on  the  table. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  was  surprised  that  so 
much  sensibility  had  been  discovered  by  gentlemen  on 
acc/iunt  of  the  introduction  of  the  petition  now  under 
consideration.  It  slated  no  new,  no  unknown  grievance; 
it  proposed  no  very  strange  or  unreasonable  remedy. 
It  proceeded  on  the  assumption  fhltjmldan^ilver  w  as 
tbe  legal  and  constifd^iMlgtl  ttWffcH^Vi^Hjb'Country; 
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and  that  in  the  place  of  gold  and  silrer  the  country  was 
now  inundated  with  a  miserable  paper  currency,  cbntin- 
aalljr  expanding  and  expanding  until  we  were  threatened 
withan  exploaion^  rout  terrible  and  orervhelming. 

And  was  there  not  much  force  >n  the  views  which  the 
petitioners  tookF  Waa  it  not  true  that  the  expaniion  of 
the  paper  syilem  had,  within  the  last  three  years,  been 
most  idarming  and  unprecedented?  Was  it  not  true  that 
by  thia  means  »  false  and  pernicious  value  had  been  giv* 
en  to  every  thing,  sd  that  the  poor  man's  dollar  now 
would  not  buy  more  than  fifty  cents  would  secure  for 
bim  four  years  ago?  From  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
irf  the  Treasury  the  Hou^e  wonld  see  that  since  the  first 
day  of  January,  183^  the  paper  money  of  thn  country 
had  increased  from  sevrnty-aix  millions  to  more  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  while  within  the 
last  two  years  one  hundred  and  aix  new  banks  had  been 
created,  with  capitals  amounting  to  more  than  sixty  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  about  thirteen  rtiillions  of  dollars  bad 
been  added  to  the  capitals  of  old  banks.  Many  millions 
of  banking  capital  have  been  added  since  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  was  madet  and  yet  wu  it  not  true  that 
"the  appetite  of  hank  applicants  seemed  to  increase 
with  what  it  fed  on?'!  Was  there  any  prospect  of  satia- 
ting or  gorging  them?  Did  nut  this  state  of  things  give 
cause  for  alarm  to  the  calm  sober  thinker  and  the  patriot? 
He  was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  was  disposed  alto- 
gether*  or  all  at  once*  to  dispense  with,  or  put  down, 
the  paper  system.  Such  a  scheme*  with  the  hope  of 
carrying  it  immediately  into  execution,  wotild,  perhaps, 
be  as  Utopian  as  the  rapid  and  continuing  expansion  of 
your  paper  system  was  alarming.  It  was  necessary  to 
deal  with  thia  subject  with  the  spirit  of  practical  states- 
men, not  with  the  dogmatical  temper  of  sliflT  and  stern 
theorists,  who,  after  brooding  over  their  favorite  theory 
for  years,  until  it  becomes  a  sort  of  monomama,  would 
hazard  the  most  sudden  and  convulsing  remedies^  to  car* 
ry  it  into  practical  execution.  It  was  not  always  wise  to 
loae  at  once  all  respect  for  things  that  are,  In  order  to 
bring  about  things  that  ought  to  be.  Gradual  alteratives 
were  orttimes  better  than  violent  remedies,  which  rack- 
ed the  system  to  death.  He  had  within  the  last  three 
years  (he  spoke  with  much  deference)  heard  the  consti- 
tutional currency  of  the  country  too  often  stigmatized 
with  the  dignified  appellation  of  "gold  humbug."  Yet 
it  had  often  occurred  to  him  that  the  feeling  which  dic- 
tated such  opprobrious  ebullitions  found  some  extenua* 
tion  In  the  impracticable  schemes  which  some  of  us  en- 
tertiiinedt  in  the  belief  that  we  could,  and  should,  with 
one  bold  daah,  rid  the  country  of  your  one  hundred  and 
twenty  or  thirty  millions  of  paper  currency,  and  supply 
its  place  with  a  sufficiency  of  gold  and  silver  for  the  va- 
rious ramifications  of  the  business  of  this  vast  and  enter- 
prising country.  Yes,  while  there  seemed  to  be  those 
who  believed  that  a  paper  currency,  however  expanded, 
waa  harmless,  there  were  others  who  seemed  to  suppose 
that  we  could  nt  once  repudiate  the  whole  paper  sys- 
tem, and  usher  in  a  "gulden  age,"  without  producing  a 
revulsion  too  lerious  to  contemplate.  It  behooved  us, 
if  we  were  indeed  intent  upon  doing  something  that  was 
salutary,  to  avoid  such  extremes.  The  crisis  called  forfa 
remedy  from  come  quarter  against  a  too  expanded  and 
continually  expanding  paper  eurrencyi  and  if  here  waa 
the  plsee  where  the  cure  was  to  originate,  a  responsibil- 
ity had  indeed  devolved  upon  the  wise  doctors  here  as- 
sembled, that  should  put  In  requisition  all  their  skill  ftnd 
all  their  wisdom. 

lie  had  remarked  that  the  petition  represented  to  ua 
an  evil,  as  to  the  existence  of  which  all  gentlemen  con- 
curred, viz:  the  alarming  multiplication  of  banks  by  the 
States,  and  the  danger  which  your  expanded  and  ex- 
panding paper  system  portendedi  but  while  all  concur- 
red in  the  existence  of  \ht  evil,  there  vm'  much  diversity 


of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  remedy.  Many  gentlemen 
here  supposed  that  a  natural  and  an  excellent  remedy 
was  already  within  our  constitutional  reach — tbat  a  na- 
tional bank  was  the  beat  regulator  of  the  currency,  tbe 
grand  panacea  by  which  the  whole  feverish  monetary 
system  waa  at  onee  to  be  restored  to  stability  and  health. 
There  waa  another  class  of  gentlemen  who  believe  tbat 
the  power  to  create  this  alleged  remedy  waa  not  eon* 
ferred  on  us  by  the  constitutioni  and  if  it  bad  been 
delegated  to  ut,  it  was,  at  best,  one  of  those  desperate 
remedies  that  was  worse  than  the  disease.  Another 
class  of  gentlemen  believed  that  the  remedy  was  to  be 
found  in  a  section  of  the  federal  constitution,  wbtdi  pn^ 
Uibits  tbe  Slates  ■*  from  coining  money,  emitting  b^  of 
creditj  or  making  any  thing  hut  gold  and  silver  a  lawfid 
tender."  The  petitioners  seemed  to  assume  this  positioB, 
and  evidently  desired  a  declaratory  amendment  of  the 
constitution,  indicating  unequivocally  that  this  section 
of  the  constitution  includes  a  prohibition  against  the 
States  to  make  or  emit  paper  money  through  tbe  me* 
dium  of  incorporated  banks.  The  gentleman  from 
HassachusetU  [Ur.  Uireour]  had  denounced  this  poai- 
tion  as  preposterous.  It  Was  not  necessary,  for  the  paF> 
pose  of  the  subject  immediately  under  diftusMoa,  that 
he  (Mr.  V.)  should  contend  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
roan  from  Massachusetts  was  wrong  in  the  view  whidh 
he  took  of  thia  point,  and  that  the  petitlonera  were 
"righli"  but  after  their  sense  of  the  true  meaning  of  the 
constitution  had  been  so  emphatically  denounced,  if  not 
ridiculed,  by  tbe  honorable  gentleman,  it  was  at  lesist  dne 
'  to  the  petitioners  to  say  that  they  bad  very  high  author- 
ity for  the  construction  which  they  seemed  to  give  that 
clause  of  the  constitution  which  prohibits  tbe  Stales 
from  emitting  bills  of  -credit,  or  from'rosking  any  thing 
but  gold  and  silver  a  lawful  tender — an  authority  whidi 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  himself  would  be 
disposed  to  respect.  Mr.  Hadison,  in  the  forty-fuurtb 
number  of  the  FedenJist,  in  commenting  upon  that  sec- 
tion of  the  eonstitution  which  prohibiis  the  States  from 
coining  money,  emitting  bills  of  cnAW,  or  oaaking  any 
thing  but  gold  and  ulver  t  Uwful  tender,  remarks  as 
follows: 

"The  extension  of  the  prohibition  to  bills  of  credit 
must  give  pleasure  to  every  citizen,  in  proportion  to  his 
love  of  justice  and  his  knowledge  of  the  true  springs 
of  public  prosperity.  The  loss  which  America  haa  sus- 
tained since  the  peace,  from  the  pestilentiid  effects  of 
paper  money  on  the  neeessafy  oonndenei  between  man 
and  roan,  on  the  necessary  confidence  in  the  pubBe 
councils,  on  the  industry  and  morals  of  the  people,  and 
on  tbe  character  of  republican  government,  constitutes 
an  enormous  debt  against  the  Stales  chargeable  with 
this  unadvised  measure,  which  must  long  remain  unsat- 
isfiedi  or  rather,  an  accumulation  of  guilt  which  can  be 
expiated  no  otherwise  than  by  a  voluntary  sacrifice 
on  the  altar  of  justice  of  the  power  which  bas  been 
the  instrument  of  it.  In  addition  to  these  peraaasave 
considerations,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  same  rea- 
sons which  show  the  necessity  of  denying  to  the  Slates 
the  power  of  regulating  coin  prove  with  equal  force 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  subslitute  a  paper 
medium  in  the  place  of  coin.  Had  every  Stale  a  rigfat 
to  reguUte  the  value  of  its  emo,  there  ndght  be  as  many 
different  currencies  as  States^  and  thus  the  intercourse 
between  them  would  be  impeded)  retrospective  altera- 
tions in  its  value  might  be  made,  and  thus  the  eitiaeos 
of  other  States  be  injured,  and  animosities  be  kindled 
among  the  States  themselves.  The  subjects  of  foreign 
Powers  might  suffer  from  the  same  course,  and  hence 
the  Union  be  discredited  and  embroiled  by  the  indiscre- 
tion of  a  single  member.  No  one  of  these  miscbicA  is 
less  incident  to  a  power  in  the  Ststerio  ettiyfaMf  ao- 
ney  than  to  coin  gold  »*dgiihttt>y  Voi^^lol^g  mtk» 
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■ny  thing  but  goUl  and  silrer  t  tender  in  payment  of 
debt!,  it  withdrawn  from  ibe  States  on  the  noie  princi- 
ple with  ih&t  uf  iaminir  ft  paper  currency." 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  V.,)  here  n  ft  cutemporaneoui  expoii< 
tion  of  one  tection  of  the  conatttutiun,  from  the  pen  of 
one  who  had  well  been  denominated  **  the  author  and 
lintaber  of  the  constitution."  iVu  was  enough,  at  all 
events,  to  have  saved  ihc  petitioners  from  the  denun- 
ciations which  their  view  of  ibe  sense  atid  meaning  of 
one  clause  of  the  constitution  hsd  here  encounteredt 
and  should,  pertispi,  have  comnaanded  a  little  more 
respect  for  the  remedy  tliey  propose  for  the  evils  upon 
whidi  they  dwelt.  He  was  free  to  lay,  tliftt  if  thii  clause 
of  tbe  cooflUtution*  prohibiting  the  States  from  issuing 
bilk  of  credit,  included  a  prohibition  on  the  authority  of 
the  Stales  to  make  paper  money,  through  tbe  medium  of 
incorporated  banks,  it  might  at  this  Jay,  for  any  such 
purpose,  be  ref;^rded  as  a  dead  letter.  The  Slates  had, 
fur  more  than  forty  years,  exercised  tbe  power  of  incor- 
porating banks  with  power  to  issue  notes;  and  if  the 
original  exeroae  of  tbia  power  was  founded  in  usurpa- 
tion and  error,  (which  be  would  not  here  fully  discuss,) 
it  was,  at  all  events,  an  error  so  old  and  so  general  as  to 
have  acquired  the  authority  of  right  and  law,  according' 
to  one  of  tbe  maxims  of  tbe  common  law,  "Communit 
error  faeil  jut/'*  and  it  would  be  expecting  if  not  ask. 
ing  too  much  to  suppose  that,  after  the  long  exercise 
of  this  power  by  the  Slates,  and  the  general  acquiescence 
of  tbe  people  therein,  the  judicial  tribunals  ottbe  coun- 
try would  now  give  ft  practical  inlerprelatton  to  the 
above  clauae  of  the  constitution,  in  accordance  witli  the 
view  of  Mr.  Uadison.  If  it  were  right  and  proper,  (hen, 
that  there  should  be  some  regulating  means  by  which 
(his  pnwer  of  the  Sutes  could  be  restricted  within  rea- 
sonable limits,  was  not  the  prayer  of  tbe  petitioners  a 
reasonable  one,  proposing  a  feasible  c^jectf  and  did  not 
their  petition  deserve  from  us  most  respectful,  if  not 
most  serious*  consideration?  Ur.  V.  Mid  be  would  re- 
peat bit  surprise  et  the  fact  that  tome  gentlemen  bad 
discusaed  this  petition  as  if  it  were  so  monstrous  as  not 
to  be  entitled  even  to  common  eourieoy  at  our  hands; 
but  his  surprise  was  somewhat  diminished  when  he  re- 
flected that  this  petition  proposed  a  means  of  regulating 
the  currency  other  Iban  that  which  waa  to  be  found  in 
Ibe  fiat  of  ft  board  of  bank  directors  convened  in  Phila- 
delphia. 

Having  deemed  it  pertinent  to  say  what  he  had  said, 
as  to  the  nature,  scope,  and  object,  of  the  petition,  he 
would  add  a  word  aa  to  the  disposition  that  should  be 
made  of  it.  It  had  been  remarked  by  one  gentlenoan, 
(hat  it  ought  to  be  referred  to  one  of  tbe  standing  com- 
mittees of  this  House,  and  particularly  to  that  committee 
which  was  sppointed  upon  that  portion  of  the  President's 
message  that  related  to  amendments  to  tbe  constitutioD. 
It  surely  did  not  biriy  come  within  the  Jurisdiction  of 
that  committee,  because  that  was  a  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  take  cogniicanee  of  a  pariicluar  bubject;  an 
amendment  of  the  constitution,  so  far  as  it  regards  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President.  [Here  Mr. 
LiHcoLK  interrupted  Mr.  V.,  and  said  that  he  thought 
(be  resolution  appointing  tUat  select  committee  was 
broad  enough  to  include  all  amendments  to  the  c->nstitu- 
tion  lliftt  might  be  proposed,  and  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  resolution.]  Mr.  V.  said  that  the  resolution  was 
obviously  retrospective,  not  prospective;  it  related  merely 
to  propositions  pending  before  the  House  at  the  time  of 
its  passage,  and  could  not  be  construed  to  comprehend  fu- 
ture propositions,  relattogto  subjects  other  than  the  elec- 
tion of  President  and  Vice  Preudentt  and,  and  while  he 
was  up,  he  would  take  occasion  to  say  a  word  about  this 
■elect  committee,  annually  and  for  many  years  past  ap- 
pointed to  consider  tlie  proposed  ftuendments  to  the 
coiislilutiont  and  in  what  he  wu  about  to  say  be  cer 
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tainly  could  mean  no  personal  disreapect  to  that  commit- 
tee, fur  it  had  been  his  good  or  ill  fortune  last  year,  and 
now  again,  to  be  a  humble  member  of  it,  and  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  pure  and  most  enliglttened  gentlemen.  It 
might,  nevertheleu,  be  called  ft  **  humbug  Coaunitlee,'* 
year  after  year  deliberating  over  (he  crude  proposititHH 
of  gentlemen  to  amend  the  constitution;  year  after  year 
reporting  to  the  House  some  sage  plan,  but  never  yet, 
to  his  knowledge,  (no  duubt  from  the  nature  of  tbe  sub- 
ject,) coming  to  any  conclusion  that  obtained  the  sanc- 
tion of  Ibis  House;  whalever  tbe  cause,  it  seemed  to  b« 
a  body  that  produced  no  available  fniit. 

Another  getitleoan  had  remarked  that  this  subject 
properly  belonged  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
For  his  part,  he  could  not  see  (lie  remotest  connexion 
between  a  proportion  to  amend  the  constituttoo  in  ft 
particular  of  this  descriptioit,  and  the  duty  uf  rauing 
ways  and  means  for  the  support  of  (he  Government; 
nor  could  he  im^ine  any  good  reason  fur  ref«rring  the 
petition  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  for  it  embraced  an 
object  that  rose  far  above  the  ordinary  range  of  tbe  du- 
ties of  your  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  He  was  for 
referring  it  to  a  select  committee,  who,  appreciating  its 
importance,  would  feel  all  becoming  responsibility,  and 
give  us  the  result  of  calm,  patient,  and  enlightened  delib- 
eration. He  had  felt  it  due  to  the  petitioners,  and  to 
the  subject  of  their  petition,  to  submit  these  remark^ 
and,  more  especially,  since,  from  the  tenor  of  the  re- 
marks of  some  gentlemen,  they  seemed  to  consider  the 
presentation  of  this  petition  (o  us  very  extraordinary,  if 
not  insolent. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  had  voted  against  laying  tlio 
petition  on  the  table,  and  should  vote  for  its  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committee;  and  he  desired,  in  a  few 
words,  to  give  the  reason  fur  this  course.  The  ques- 
tion derived  all  lis  importance  from  ibe  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  GALnmiiTB.]  The 
pe  tition,in  itself,  was  deserving  of  but  little  eonsidentioai 
was  got  up  during  the  last  session,  under  particular  cir- 
cumstances, and  for  a  particular  object,  not  now  requi- 
ring the  action  of  the  House;  nor  was  there  any  evidence 
that  the  petitioners  desired  its  consideration;  but  it  bad 
been  adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  Penna^lvania  aa 
the  occasion  of  his  motion  for  a  special  committee.  It 
WIS  therefore  entitled  to  the  same  coosidention  aa  ft 
reaolution  asking  for  an  Inquiry  would  be.  He  did  not 
consider  this  motion  as  having  been  made  merely  on  the 
reaponsibility  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  but 
as  bsviog  been  made  on  consuUatioo,  in  concert  with 
tbe  friends  of  the  present,  or,  rather,  coming  admii^ 
(ration.  For  a  long  time  the  public  bad  been  entertain- 
ed with  general  and  vague  propositions  in  relation  to 
the  currency.  For  unr,  he  was  desirous  that  the  admin- 
istration should  have  an  opportunity^  and  one  that  could 
not  be  evaded,  of  laying  before  the  country  its  specific 
view  and  plans  on  this  subject.  He  hoped  a  eoamittee 
entirely  favorable  to  its  views  should  be  raised,  that  its 
distinct  plans  might  be  laid  before  the  country.  If  there 
wasanyaettledpTan,  he  wished  to  know  it.  He  wished  for 
someihing  more  than  non-committal.  If  it  waa  intended 
to  make  war  on  the  power  of  the  States  to  incorporate 
banks,  the  sooner  it  was  known  the  better.  If  the  plan 
of  a  specie  currency  was  to  be  adopted,  he  wished  to  be 
informed  how  it  waa  to  be  effected;  be  wished  to  see 
some  practical  plan  proposed;  he  wished  to  give  tbe  ad- 
ministration an  opportunity  to  show  their  bead.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  VAliniaroXL]  had  »s- 
stgned,  unintentionally,  probably,  a  reason  why  it  should 
be  referred  to  the  committee  raised  on  amendments  to 
the  conatitution.  He  had  styled  that  committee  ft  hum- 
bug committt  e,  and  it  would  seem  to  follow  that  this  sub- 
ject might,  with  great  propriety,  bMeferred  to  that  com- 
mittee;  but  he  hH  s««|^<ftf4!Rp©«OgW  why  U 
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•bould  not  be  referred  to  ibat  commUtee.  He  ntd,  and  i 
ajtree  with  biin»  that  ih*t  eommittee  vaa  not  appointed 
with.a  view  to  thtt  parilcuUr  lubjeet.  Let  a  eoromiitee, 
then,  be  appornted  witb  a  view  to  tbii  subject — a  com- 
mittee that  will  fully  expose  the  viewa  of  the  adminittra- 
tiun;  let  US  have  tbeir  definite  plana,  aomething  reipon- 
bible.  It  is  of  immense  importance,  not  only  to  the 
commercial  interest  but  to  (he  country  at  Urge,  that 
the  quesUoDi  in  relation  to  the  currency  should  be  aet> 
tied. 

Mr.  Etkrstt  having  concluded  bis  remarks, 

Mr.  HANNRGAN  called  for  the  previous  question; 
which  the  House  seconded;  Yeas  85,  nays  75. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for  (he 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  taking  the  main  ques- 
tion; which  were  ordered,  and  were  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Barton,  Scale,  Black, 
Bockee,  Boots  Boiden,  Boaldin.  Bovee,  Bo)d,  Brown, 
Bunch,  Cambreleng*  Carr,  Casey,  Cbaney,  Chspin, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cra'g,  Cramer,  Davit,  Doub. 
leday,  Dunlup,  Efner,  Fairfield,  Fowler,  French,  Fry, 
Fuller,  Galbraith,  James  Garland,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Ha- 
ley, Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Harri- 
son, Henderson,  Uolsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hub- 
ley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  Josefih 
Johnson,  Richard  M.  JiAnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin 
Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmtth,  Lane,  Laporte, 
Joshua  Lee,  I'homas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Lnyall,  Lu- 
cas, Abijah  Mann,  Jub  Mann,  Martin,  William  Mason, 
Moses  Mason,  McCarly,  HcKim,  McLene,  Hitler,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Par- 
ker, Purkr,  Pattersun,  Franklin  Fierce,  Dutec  J.  Pearce, 
Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley, 
Schenek,  Seymour,  Shields,  Sbinn,  SieklM^  Smith, 
Speight,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomwn,  Turner,  Tur- 
rill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey.  Yell— 108. 

Natb — Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen.  Ash,  Ashley, 
Bailey.  Bell,  Bond,  Briggs,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  George  Chambers,  Jubn  Chambers,  Chet- 
wood,  Cbilds,  Nathaniel  H.Claiborne,  Clark,  Curwin, 
Crane,  Cubing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny, 
Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  Graham,  Granger, 
Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samu«  S. 
Harrison,  Hszeltine,  Hiealer,  Hoar,  Howell,  Junes, 
Jenifer,  Ht-nry  Johnson,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke 
Lea,  Lewis,  Lii>coln,  Samson  Mason,  Uauiy,  McCo- 
mas,  McKay,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Pearson,  Fcttigrew, 
Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Putts,  Reed, 
Renoher,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Ruaaell,  Au- 
gustine H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Stande* 
fer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Un- 
derwood, Vinton,  Washington,  White,  Blisha  Whittle- 
sey, Lewis  Williams,  Young— 84. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question  ba 
now  put,  being  the  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  EVERETT  ahked  that  the  question  might  be 
taken  first  on  that  poition  of  the  memorial  which  related 
to  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  conatitulioni  and,  sec- 
ondly, on  that  portion  relative  to  the  issue  by  the  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania  of  the  old  notea  of  the  United  Slates  Bank; 
and  the  division  was  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  commitment  of 
the  first  portion  of  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  n^a- 
tive. 

And  the  second  portion  of  the  main  question,  being  on 
the  commitment  of  the  second  part  of  the  mt-morial  to 
Ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  negalite. 

So  the  House  refused  to  commit  the  memorial  to  the 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Means. 


The  question  then  recurred  oo  committing  the  fnt 
portion  of  the  memorial  to  a  select  committee,  as  amti 
by  Ur.  GaiBvaiTHt  which  motion  prcrailed. 

And  the  question  was  then  Uken  on  committing  the 
second  portion  of  tbe  memorial  to  the  said  select  cms- 
mittee;  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  memorial  was  referred  to  a  select  couitleei 
to  consist  of  nine  members. 

[The  committee  consists  of  the  following'  geatleBn: 
Hessrs.  Giibvaitb,  of  Pennsylvania;  Sniear,  of  Noith 
Carolina;  Evxsbtt,  of  Vermont;  Masoh,  of  Maiaei 
LiscOLiT,  of  Haseachusetts;  Mavk,  of  New  York;  Jui- 
rKB,  of  Maryland)  Holsst,  of  Georgia;  and  Caan,of 
Virginia.] 

After  transacting  some  other  business. 

The  House  a^jounied. 


Fbidat,  Dbcbhbbr  30. 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

When  the  usual  buiiaets  of  the  moraine  ^  t***" 
through  with, 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  fo  sui- 

ftend  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  followiog  reio- 
ution: 

Ruoleed,  That  the  Committee  on  PuUie  Lands 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law  the  par- 
ohaae  of  lands  at  auction,  with  a  view  to  forfi;it  tbrov 
and  afterwards  to  obtain  them  at  Government  price  m 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

Mr.  W.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  this  purpose,  which  were  orderedi 
and,  being  taken,  were:  Teas  154,  nayi  38.  So  ^ 
House  auapended  the  rules. 

Ur.  LAKE  moved  to  amend  the  reaolution  bystnknl 
out  the  words  "  Committee  on  Public  I^nds,"  and  is- 
ferting  the  words  "a  select  committee;"  and  abobf 
adding  at  the  end  of  the  resolution  the  following  wonli- 
"and  also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  confiswi 
all  sales  of  the  public  Unds  to  actual  settlers. " 

Mr.  L.  said  that,  in  ofTerirg  the  amendment,  he  m 
been  actuated  by  a  desire  to  brin;  this  propotitiss 
directly  before  the  House.  No  question  bad  ever  anm 
which  was  of  greater  importance  to  the  various  imeicM 
of  the  country.  It  wts  important  as  rrgarded  the  msaa* 
facluring  interest;  it  was  important  with  reference  lo  tbe 
surplus  revenue;  it  «as  important  in  its  reference  to  liw 
currency  and  to  mercantile  tranuctions;  anditvssA- 
portant  as  regarded  tbe  settleoMnt  of  tbe  whole  Weitttl 
country.  Any  gentleman  who  had  ever  attended  1^*"^ 
of  the  public  tends  at  auction  must  aee  the  neceiM^  « 
putting  a  stop  to  tbe  practice  which  had  prevailed  fori 
few  years.  Mr.  L.  here  alluded  lo  the  practice  of  iw 
agents  of  speculating  companies,  who  attended  '1^***^ 
bidding  a  little  higher  than  the  laboring  man  "b^™^ 
traversed  the  wilderness  and  settled  down  on  tb***^ 
coulJ  afford,  ami  thus  depriving  him  of  his  poichw* 
By  this  proceas,  the  Qoveroment  made  only  a  fev  croH 
more,  and  the  hard  earninca  of  tbe  laboring  nan  nn 
thus  rendered  useleas  to  him.  He  bad  lo  buy  ls(»>*' 
second  entry,  whilst  the  speculator,  who  had  purchuf' 
the  numbers  which  the  actual  aetller  intended  to  P°||' 
chase,  was  residing  in  a  distant  part  of  the  couoUj.  W 
adopting  the  couri«  proposed  by  the  amendment,  pJ- 
L.  said  the  proceeds  of  tbe  sales  of  the  public 
might  be  brought  back  to  three  millions  per  aniiuB>,  M* 
ine  the  amount  sold  in  former  years.  He  had  grest  Mfr 
fidence  in  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Thii  wnj'*' 
had  received  the  notice  of  Ihe  President  in  his  lait  wM- 
al  meuage,  and  liad  been  referred  to  that  coiM»>"5fi 
but  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  understood  that  they  were  w>1  «* 
to  agree  on  any  dtfinite  propoaition.  For  ibis  "S*** 
and  m  order  that  ^^,^^[^^9^^^^^ 
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lad  during  the  present  smion.  he  hid  moved  the  ehinge 
>r  reference  from  the  Commitfee  on  Public  Limb  tu  a 
lelect  committee. 

Mr.  BOON  nid  he  wm  not  going:  (o  Dike  a  speech, 
>ut  he  rose  to  express  bis  utoniBftment  it  the  propoiidon 
if  the  gentteman  from  Indiana.  He  considered  the 
iroendment  u  a  direct  and  unqualified  reflection  on  tlie 
CommiUee  on  Publio  L«nds|  and  he  repelled  the  reflec- 
[ion  with  indignation.  The  question  of  confining  the 
lales  of  the  pubHc  lands  to  actual  selllers  was  made  the 
kibject  of  a  part  ot  tbe  annual  message  of  the  President, 
which  psrt  bad  been  rererredto  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lends-  They  bad  this  very  proposition  under  con- 
riderfttioni  but  whether  they  would  be  able  to  agree  on 
k  bill,  he  did  not  know.  He  was  glad,  however,  that 
the  proposition  had  been  enlarged  by  ibe  gentleman 
from  North  Cardina,  [Hr.  Wiuiams.]  If  nibjeet-niat- 
ten  of  invettigation  properly  belonging  to  the  Handing 
committees  of  the  House  were  thus  to  be  wrested  out  of 
(heir  bands,  he  hoped  the  Comisitlee  on  Public  Im6» 
would  be  itriclcenfrom  the  list  altogether. 

Mr.  LANE  assured  the  gentleman  from  Indians,  and 
also  tbe  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lancia, 
that  he  intended  no  reflection  by  his  motion.  He  had 
great  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  talent  of  that  com- 
mittee i  but  be  had  underatood,  from  a  source  not  likely 
to  be  mistaken^  that  there  was  no  probability  of  that 
committee  agreeing  on  any  final  proposition.  If  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  would  assure  him  that  the 
committee  would  bring  the  subject  forward  in  some  def- 
inite shape,  in  time  to  be  acted  on  by  the  Houae*  be 
(Ur.  L.)  would  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  opposed  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment, nnd  expressed  his  astonishment  that  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Larx]  should  move  the  reference  to 
a  select  committee,  inasmuch  ■■  he  (Mr.  L-)  had  himself 
oflTered  a  resolution  by  which  this  very  subject  bad  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Hr.  LANE  said  he  had  just  understood  (hat  a  bill 
would  be  agreed  upon  by  the  committee  of  the  Senate, 
embracing  entirely  his  views.  He  therefore  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

And,  thereupon,  the  original  resolution  of  Mr.  Wil. 
LiiKS  was  adopted. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
to  enable  him  to  oBer  a  resolution  that  when  (he  House 
tdjourn,  it  adj'mrn  to  meet  oh  Monday  next. 

The  motion  was  rejected:  Ayes,  95,  noes  65— not  two 
thirds.    So  fbe  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  IIARLAK  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  enable 
him  to  submit  a  resolution  that  when  the  House  adlourn 
to>morrow,  jt  idlourn  to  meet  on  Tuesday  nextt  which 
motion  prevailed:  Ayes  127,  noes  56. 

And  tbe  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So  the 
motion  to  adjourn  over  from  to-morrow  to  Tuesday 
was  agreed  to. 

COLONEL  JOHN  WINSTON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of'ohio,  the  House 
then  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
resumed  the  eoniSderation  of  bills  upon  which  that  com- 
mittee had  obtained  leave  to  sit  again,  (Mr.  Haxvia  in 

the  cbair.) 

The  first  bill  before  the  committee  was  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  representatives  of  ColonelJohn  Winston,  an 
officer  in  the  revolutionary  war.  A  discussion  took  place 
on  the  question  of  allowiog  interest  upon  as  well  as  the 
principal  of  this  claim. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  said:  I  had  hoped,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, (hat  after  the  decision  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  in  the  case  of  Nancy  Haggard,  we  should  have 
hud  no  more  trouble  with  bills  of  the  nature  of  the  one 


now  before  you,  but  am  disappointed.  It  was  then  de- 
cided, after  argument,  in  the  ComnUttee  of  the  Whole, 
and  the  decision  was  confirmed  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority in  the  House,  that  interest  should  be  paid  upon 
claims  of  this  description.  The  question  is,  however, 
again  brought  up,  and  I  truat  it  will  now  he  decided 
promptly  and  finally. 

The  great  mass  of  revolutionary  claims  may  be  em- 
braced in  two  classes:  commutation  cases  and  -seven 
years'  half  pay  oases.  With  the  permission  of  (he  com< 
miltee,  I  will  say  a  word  or  two  in  explanation  of  each  of 
these  claases,  and  then  submit  a  few  remarks  upon  the 
propriety  oF  paying  them  with  interest,  and  nuke  an  at- 
tempt to  show  that  (be  practice  of  the  Government  and 
the  House,  that  justice,  equi(y,  and  the  common  good, 
imperiously  demand  their  settlement  in  tbat  way. 

Commutation  eases  are  fbnnded  upon  two  aepante  re- 
solves or  laws  of  the  revolutionary  Congress.  The  first 
was  passed  October  31,  1780,  and  gives  half  pay  fur  life 
to  alt  such  officer*  of  the  continental  line  uf  llie  army 
who  should  by  (he  reorganization  of  the  army,  which 
was  then  ordered,  be  found  supernumerary,  and  be  re. 
ducedt  and  also  (o  all  who  should  continue  in  the  ser- 
vice, in  that  tine,  to  the  end  of  the  war.  The  second 
resolve  was  paued  on  the  22>l  of  Xlarch,  1783,  and  com- 
mutes this  half  pay  for  life,  by  allowing  to  all  who  were 
entitled  to  it,  in  lien  thereof,  five  years'  full  pay. 

With  a  knowledge  oi  these  resolutions  of  the  revolu- 
tionary Congress,  there  can  be  little  or  no  difiiculty  in 
determining  who  is  entitled  to  commutation.  If  it  be 
clearly  established,  by  documentary  or  other  suflicient 
evidence,  that  an  officer  belonged  to  the  continental  line 
proper)  that  he  served  to  the  entire  close  of  the  war,  in 
November,  1783(  or  that  he  became  a  reduced  officer 
after  October,  1780,  by  the  reorganization  of  the  army 
ordered  at  tiiat  time,  his  claim  to  commuUtton  pay  must 
be  considered  as  valid.  Several  other  reductions  of  the 
army  were  ordered  and  made  subsequent  to  that  uf  Oc- 
tober, 1780,  and  prior  to  tbe  close  of  the  wart  and  (he 
officers  thereby  reduced  also  became  entitled  to  half 
pay  for  life,  and  the  commuUtion  thereof  by  five  yeara' 
fttii  pay.  1  trust  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  CtaiaMh 
to  which  these  cases  are  .referred,  report  fiilU  in  favor 
of  none  but  such  as  are  strictly  entitled  to  relief.  They 
consider  themselves  as  much  bound  to  protect  the  inter- 
est of  the  Government  as  that  of  the  claimants,  and  can 
never  forget  that,  in  doing  justice  to  one,  they  must  not 
be  unjust  to  another.  They  are  quite  willing  that  tbeir 
reports,  in  each  individual  ease,  shall  he  strictly  scruti- 
nized, well  assured  that  they  will  bear  the  severest  test. 

The  next  class  of  cases  are  seven  years'  half  pay  claims. 
These  are  founded  upon  the  resolve  of  August24,  1780, 
which  extends  tbe  resolution  of  May  15,  1778,  granting 
half  pay  for  seven  years  to  military  officers  commissioned 
by  Congress  serving  to  the  end  of  the  war,  "  to  the 
widows  of  those  officers  who  have  died  or  shill  here- 
after die  in  the  service,  to  commence  from  the  lime  of 
such  officer's  death,  and  continue  for  the  term  of  seven 
yearsi  or  if  there  be  no  widow,  or  in  case  of  her  death 
or  intermarrisge,  (be  said  half  pay  be  given  to  the 
orphan  children  of  the  officer  dying  aa.  aforesaid,  if  he 
shall  have  \ett  any." 

Here,  again,  it  is  only  necessary  to  establish  ihkt  an  offi. 
cer  belonged  to  the  continental  linet  was  a  military  offi- 
cer, commiuioned  by  Congressi  that  he  died  in  the  ser- 
vice! that  he  left  a  widow  or  orphan  children,  to  give  a 
well-founded  claim  to  the  reward  promised  solemnly  .by 
the  Government;  guing  in  the  first  place  to  the  widow, 
and  then,  in  case  of  death  or  intermarriage,  to  the  cbil- 
'dren  and  (heir  issue,  and  none  else. 

It  being,  then,  ascertained  clearly  that  an  officer  of 
the  continental  line  of  the  army  of  the  Revolutiun  served 
to  tbe  entire  close  of  the  war,  or  that  he  wu  ^duced. 
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and  bteame  «  relirinfi;  officer  undf  r  and  arier  the  resolves 
of  Octiibep,  1780;  or  thut  he  died  in  the  w rvice  prior  or 
•ubsequem  to  the  rrsuluiiont  of  Hay,  1778,  or  August, 
1780,  leaving  a  widow  or  orphan  children— theie  cir- 
cuiDstancei  being  establiahed,  there  can  be  no  dnubt 
that  be  or  hla  heirs,  as  the  case  may  be,  become  entitled 
to  that  remuneration,  to  the  payment  of  which  the  faith 
of  the  Government  was  pledged. 

The  question  remaint,  are  theie  claims  lo  be  paid  with 
interest  or  not?  To  detr rmine  this  question,  it  appears 
to  me  only  necessary  to  refer  lo  the  ori^nal  mode  of 
payment;  to  the  practice  of  the  Government  before  and 
durinR  the  euspenaon  of  (he  limitation  acttt  to  the  opin- 
ton  oftbe  Attorney  Ofneral  at  a  time  when  there  wM  no 
excitement  on  the  subject  i  to  the  Invariable  practice  of 
this  House,  and  to  the  justice  and  expediency  Of  tbe 
thing  itself. 

How  were  these  claims  originally  satisfied'  Congress 
was  well  aware,  at  the  time  the  promise  of  payment  wss 
made,  (hat  it  had  no  funds  to  aattsfy  themi  that  payment 
could  not  be  made  in  money  that  was  speciei  and  (here- 
fore*  in  promiung  five  years'  full  pay  in  lieu  of  half  pay 
for  life,  by  its  resolution  of  March  33,  1783,  made  this 
reservation:  "  in  money,  or  securities  on  interest  at  six 
per  cent,  per  annum,  as  Conj^ress  shall  find  most  con- 
venient." No  one  is  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  that 
money  was  not  paid(  that  Congress  adopted  the  alterna- 
tivei  that  commutation  certificates,  as  (hey  were  called, 
were  lasned  to  the  applicants  for  the  five  years'  fiill  pay, 
bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum. 

This  wu  tbe  practice  of  the  Government  at  the  cltwe 
of  the  war,  and  before  the  passage  of  the  limitation  acts. 
These  were,  however,  seversl  (tmes  suspended  for  short 
periods,  and  then  these  claims  were  again  paid,  in  the 
same  manner,  with  interest  from  the  terminalion  of  the 
service.  I  refer  you  (o  a  communication  on  the  subject, 
from  the  Secretaty  of  the  Treasury,  hid  upon  our  tables 
during  the  last  session  of  Congress.  It  is  Document 
334.  What  are  we  totd  in  this  communication' "all 
certificates  of  pub  lie  debt,  issued  by  theRegister  of  the 
Treasury,  by  the  cnmmlsaioner  of  army  accounts,  and 
by  the  commissionrr*  for  settling  (he  accounts  of  indi- 
viduals in  the  several  atates)  and  in  thequarlermaster'tf, 
Commiasary's,  marine,  and  clothing  departments,  for 
services  rendered  or  supplies  furnished  during  the  war 
of  tbe  Revolution,  or  in  fulfilment  of  promises  contained 
in  any  ordinance  or  resolution  of  the  old  Congress,  were 
on  interest  at  six  per  cent,  per  annum  from  the  termina- 
tion of  (he  service,  or  from  the  time  (he  supplies  were 
furnished."  Can  any  thing  be  more  clear  and  conclu- 
sive in  regard  to  the  practice  of  the  Government?  None 
other  could  be  adopted,  because  it  was  directed  by  an 
ordinance  of  Congreas  adopted  soon  after  (he  close  of 
the  war,  (June 3, 1784,)  intheee  wortJs:  *'  Resolved,  That 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  snnum  shall  be  allowed  lo 
all  creditors  of  the  United  States,  for  suppfiei  furnished 
or  services  done,  from  the  time  that  the  payment  be- 
came due." 

As  a  further  proof  that  these  claims  were  adjusted  by 
the  Government  with  an  allowance  of  interest,  I  will 
also  refer  you  to  an  opinion  given  by  the  Attorney  Gen- 
era!  (R.  Rush)  in  1816,  when  there  tras  little  or  no  ex- 
citement on  the  subjeci,  and  which  clearly  shows  that, 
in  bis  view  of  things,  interest  ought  to  be  paid  in  every 
case,  even  where  there  were  special  acts  of  relief,  with- 
out an  express  proviso  for  its  payment,  1'he  opinion  I 
allude  to  is  contained  in  Document  No.  224  of  the  last 
session.  It  is  in  these  words;  '*  The  following  case, 
sUted  by  the  Auditor,  is  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  the  Attorney  General,  for  his  opinion: 

"Alexander  Hamilton  was  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
army  of  the  rerolutionapy  war,  but  was  understood  to 
have  retired  from  Mrriee  towards  the  close  of  the  year 


1781)  and  in  the  month  of  November,  17&3,  took  bis 
seat  in  Congreas,  u  a  member  from  the  Sute  of  New 
York. 

*'  Uoea  the  act  fur  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  HamtltOB, 
widow  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  passed  on  the  29lb  of 
April,  1816,  place  her  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  off- 
cera  entitled  to  commutation  under  the  reaotutioa  of 
Congress  of  March,  1783^  Or,  in  other  word%  does  the 
spirit  and  true  meaning  of  the  said  act  require  that  in- 
terest be  allowed  on  the  fire  yeara*  full  pay  therein 
granted f 

"  1  think  it  does.  I  km  Btvtn  to  undeisland  that  it 
hu  not  been  the  practice  of  tbe  aeeountiDg  oflieers  of 
the  Treasury  Department  to  allow  intercal  upon  an  ac- 
count directed  to  be  settled  or  paid  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, unless  there  be  In  the  set  itself  special  words  to 
that  effect.  This  rule,  taken  as  a  general  one,  it  is  not 
my  part  to  controvert,  nor  is  it  supposed  that  the  above 
opinion  will  imply  any  contradiction. 

*' I  ground  it  on  the  peculiar  words  of  tlie  act  of 
April  39,  1816,  which*  taken  in  connexion  with  the 
reaoliitton  of  March  33,  1763,  appears  (o  me,  on  full  con- 
sideration, to  enforce  tbe  construction  that  it  was  the  io- 
tention  of  CongrcH  not  merely  to  make  an  independent 

!;rant  to  Elizabeth  Homilton,  but  to  place  her  upon  a 
noting  of  equal  advantage,  in  all  respects,  with  the  offi- 
cers entitled  to  commutation  under  that  resolution.  The 
consequence  will  be  that,  as  was  tbe  case  with  the  offi- 
cers themselves,  (none  of  whom,  it  is  believed,  received 
the  amount  in  money,)  she  too  will  be  enliiled  to  in- 
terest at  six  per  cent.,  the  rate  specified  in  tbe  resolu- 
tion— Richard  Rush,  A.  G." 

Tbe  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Chairman,  was  ctn-reet; 
and  those  who  informed  him  that  it  waa  not  *'(he  prM- 
tice  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment to  allow  intertat  upon  an  account  directed  to  be 
settled  or  paid  by  an  act  of  Congress,  unless  there  be, 
in  the  act  itself,  apeeial  words  to  that  effect,*'  were  m 
error,  aa  far  at  least  as  regarda  seven  years'  half  pay  and 
commutation  cases.  1  will  turn  to  a  single  act  in  confinn- 
alion  of  the  assertion;  it  is  the  act  of  March  37,  1793, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  widow^  or- 
phans, invalids,  and  other  persons."  Tbe  first  section  di- 
rects that  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  "aiijnat  tbe 
claims  of  tbe  widows  and  orphans,  respectively,  as  the 
case  may  be,  of  eight  officers  named,  all  of  whom  were 
killed  or  died  in  the  service  of  tbe  United  States,  for  (be 
seven  years'  half  pay  stipulated  by  the  resolve  of  Con- 
gress of  the  34(h  day  of  August,  1786,  and  that  the  Re- 
gister of  the  Treaaury  do  isbue  his  certificates  according- 
ly." The  fourth  section  requires  (he  Comptroller  to 
"  adjust  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Panne),  a  lieutenant  col- 
onel in  the  service  of  tlie  United  States,  as  a  deranged 
officer,  upon  the  principles  of  the  #ct  of  the  bte  Con- 
gress of  October,  1780,  and  allow  him  the  usual  comm- 
tation  of  tbe  half  pay  for  life  of  a  lieutenant  coloocl;" 
also,  to  "  ai^ust  the  account  of  Thomas  Hclntire,  a  cap- 
tain in  the  service  of  the  United  Slatea  during  tbe  late 
war,  and  to  allow  him  the  usual  commutation  of  the  balf 
pay  for  life  of  a'captain;  and  that  tbe  said  Kegiater  grant 
certificates  for  the  amount  accordingly."  Here  are  sev- 
en yearb'  balf  pay  casesi  the  eummutation  case  of  si 
officer  deranged,  by  the  reorganization  of  the  army  on- 
der  the  resolves  of  October,  1780t  and  llie  conmutalion 
case  of  an  officer  serving  to  the  close  of  the  war,  provi- 
ded for.  I'here  is  no  where  in  the  act  a  ctauae  ditrctiag 
interest  to  be  paid.  I'here  are  no  "special  words  Ki 
that  effect  in  the  act  itself)"  and  yet  1  have  before  nnea 
letter  from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  aUiing  that 
they  were  all  paid  with  six  per  cent,  interest — tbeaeven 
yesra*  half  pay  as  well  as  the  commutation  canes.  It  ba 
fact  which  cannot  be  denied,  Mrf  the  Roister  of  the 
Treasuty  will  iRtiB^^e9«V«M>6>g«^  ^ 
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etelmi  which  were  presented  under  the  acli  oF  March  S3 
and  S/,  1792,  and  February  12,  1793,  sutpending  the 
•tatutetor  limitttion  as  to  (he  claims  of  widows  and  or- 
pfians,  and  claimfl  of  personal  sernoei  of  officers,  &c. 
were  all  paid,  when  admitted  at  the  Treasury*  with 
intereaf. 

Thus  much  for  the  practice  of  the  Government  hefore 
and  during  the  sospeniion  of  the  limitation  actsi  and 
what  hia  been  the  practice  of  this  House  sinee  diffleul- 
ties  were  raised  at  the  departments.  I  will  at  this  time 
barely  reassert  what  I  hare  shown  at  lar^e  upon  a  For- 
mer occasion:  that  for  the  last  six  or  eight  years  it  has 
been  the  inrariable  practice,  of  this  House  at  least,  to 
If  rant  interest  on  these  claims;  and  that,  constituted  as  the 
HoQie  is,  appears  to  me  a  stronff  proof  that  its  justice 
and  equity  are  deeply  felt.  I  recollect  a  lar^  number  of 
cases  in  the  twenty-second  Congress  and  tome  in  the 
twenty-third,  which  I  will  not  again  name,  lest  I 
should  exhaust  the  patience  of  the  committee.  To  my 
knowledge,  {v^nA  I  hare  some  little  experience,  having 
been  here  for  eight  years,)  no  bill  ever  passed  this  Rouse 
originally  without  having  the  interest  clause  attached  to 
it.  In  some  few  instances,  1  admit,  it  was  overlookedt 
but  bills  were  afterwards  psssed  providing  specially  for 
the  interest,  where  the  principal  had  been  allowed  by  a 
former  act.  Sueh  was  the  case  in  relation  to  Price, 
Slaughter,  and  Colonel  Harrison's  heirs.  In  the  case  of 
the  heirs  of  Brownlee,  and  also  of  Wilson,  claims  for 
seven  years'  half  pay,  the  bills  had  been  reported  with- 
out interest!  they  were  amended  by  adding  the  interest, 
and  they  passed,  as  amended,  in  February,  1833.  I  can- 
not be  mistaken,  having  in  the  one  case  at  least  moved 
the  amendment  myself.  Shall  we  depart  from  the  pre- 
cedent now?  What  would  be  tbe  consequence?  Would 
we,  as  we  should,  be  dealing  out  th'e  same  measure  of 
justice  to  all  in  a  like  situation?  Certainly  not.  One 
claimant  would  receive  a  thousand  dollars,  snd  another. 
In  all  respects  similarly  situaled,  would  not  receive  more 
than  half  that  amount.  Would  not  this  juatty  give  rise 
to  complaints'  Would  it  not  be  s  reflection  upon  the 
judgment  and  justice  of  the  House?  It  is  true  the  oth- 
er branch  of  Congress  hs%  In  the  two  last  sessions,  re- 
turned our  bills  with  the  interest  clause  stricken  out, 
and  they  were  at  the  close  of  those  sessions  passed  in 
that  shape  here.  It  was,  however,  understood  to  be 
without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  the  parlies.  Their 
wanta  being  pressing,  they  thought  "  half  a  loaf  better 
than  none,"  and  agreed  to  leave  the  allowance  of  inter- 
est to  the  future  decision  of  the  House.  Here  it  must 
be  decided,  and  I  trust.tbe  principle  established  by  the 
precedent  will  not  be  absndoned. 

The  only  plausible  reason  I  hftve  yet  hesrd  for  a  refu- 
sal of  interest  is  tbe  delsy  which  hss  so  of^en  occurred 
in  presenting  the  claim.  In  most  cases,  this  delay  is, 
however,  easily  accounted  for.  We  all  know  that  mili- 
tary oien  naturally  and  almost  necesssrily  scquire  care- 
less habits  in  regard  to  their  money  alTsirst  I  mean  mili> 
lary  men  actively  employed,  sa  were  tbose  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war.  Thia  was  peculiarly  and  notoriously  the 
case  with  the  chivalry  of  the  amy,  tbe  gallant  Southern 
officers}  and  from  the  South  come  nearly  all  tbeae 
claims. 

Besides,  there  was  not  much  to  be  gained  by  apply- 
ing for  commutation  certificates  prior  to  the  time  when 
the  limitation  acts  took  effect.  When  received,  they 
were  worth  scarcely  more  than  sitpence  in  the  dollar; 
never  more,  1  believe,  than  two  and  sixpence  in  the 
pound,  and  were  looked  upon  as  no  better  than  rags. 
The  poor  soldier  too  often  disposed  of  bis  certificate  for 
the  bounty  of  eighty  dollars,  to  which  he  was  entitled  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  for  the  merest  trifle,  in  which  he 
rejoiced  for  a  nngle  hour;  and  more  still,  your  Govem- 
mnt  sceoMd  snxioiu  to  defraud  them  cTcn  out  of  tbeae 


miserable  rsgs.  As  esrly  ss  March,  1785,  [scarcely 
eighteen  months  after  the  close  of  the  war,)  an  act  was 
psssed,  herring  all  such  clsims  as  should  not  be  present- 
ed within  twelve  months  after  that  date.  In  July,  1787, 
a  further  period  of  eight  months  was  allowed.  How 
could  claims  of  this  description,  scattered  throughout  the 
whole  of  an  extensive  and  new  country,  in  many  instan- 
ces in  the  hands  of  widows  and  minor  children,  who  had 
none  to  care  for  tiiem,  be  expected  to  be  presented  in 
such  a  timer  Who  would  calculate  upon  it,  p&rticuUrly 
when  they  were  considered  as  of  little  or  no  value? 

These  claims  became  valuable  only  afler  the  funding 
act  of  August,  1790.  After  this  (here  was,  strictly 
speaking,  but  one  other  suspension  of  the  statutes  of  lim- 
itation, in  the  year  1793,  and  that  for  but  a  short  period. 
After  this,  (to  Uie  disgrace  of  the  Government  it  must 
be  ssid,)  in  nine  esses  out  often,  these  claims  were  re- 
fused even  a  consideration,  completely  thrown  out,  by 
pleading  the  limitation  acts.  I  have  had  occasion  to 
look  over  many  of  tbe  old  reports  made  after  that  peri- 
od, and  find  such  to  have  been  almost  invariably  the 
case.  Yes,  sir,  when  the  broken-down  veteran,  who 
had  destroyed  his  health  and  his  fortune  for  his  country's 
goodi  when  his  destitute  widow,  when  his  hapless  or- 
phans, knocked  at  your  doors,  snd  asked  fur  the  re- 
demption of  your  solemn  pledges^  for  the  payment  of 
ibeir  just  dues,  you  threw  them  hsck  their  petitions, 
endorsed  "  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitation."  You 
refuse  a  reasonable  time  for  the  presentment  of  clainu{ 
and  when  they  are  brought,  you  tell  the  claimant  you 
cannot  even  consider  it,  not  because  it  ia  not  juat,  but 
because  you  did  not  come  in  time.  Call  you  this  Justice? 
Is  this  equitable?  Is  this  rig^t? 

It  is  true  the  poverty  of  the  Government  was  snd 
Diay  be  pleaded  in  excuse.  But  can  it  be  pleaded  at  this 
time?  Are  you  not  burdened  with  an  enormous  surplus 
of  revenue — a  surplus  so  grest  thst  you  scarcely  know 
how  to  dispose  of  it,  and  about  which  you  are  continu- 
ally expressing  your  fears  that  it  will  corrupt  your  peo- 
ple, degrade  your  States,  and  undermine  the  very  fuund- 
Htiun  of :  ^our  free  institutions?  Will  you  not  now, 
then,  do  justice  to  those  pure  and  pstriotic  men  who 
perilled  their  lives,  their  fortunes',  and  their  sacred 
honor,  for  your  good?  Will  you  siill  remain  deaf  to  the 
call  of  the  impoverished  descendants  of  those  to  whose 
privations,  toil,  and  blood,  you  are  indebted  for  all  the 
glorious  privileges  and  all  the  unequalled  prosperity 
you  now  enjoy?  God  Almighty's  sun  will  never  shine  at 
any  period,  or  in  any  land,  upon  snotber  such  a  gener- 
ation as  were  our  fathers  of  the  Revolution,  both  in  the 
cabinet  and  field.  They  have  done  all  fur  us  with  sacri- 
fices unequslled  any  wheret  and  shall  we  do  nothing  for 
them,  and  for  those  who  must  have  been  dear  to  them 
as  self,  snd  whose  good  was  jeoparded  for  tbe  common 
weal? 

Yes,  air,  look  at  that  splendid  drapery  around  your 
chairt  behold  tiiat  inimitable  work  of  the  artist's  chisel 
before  you,  examine  these  massive  and  noble  pillara, 
those  splendid  paintings,  these  convenient  deski^  tbe  el- 
egant carpeting  under  your  feeti  take  a  view  of  this 
whole  splendid  Capitol,  the  noble  grounds  with  which  it 
is  surrounded,  the  superior  flagging  laid  in  every  direc- 
tion, tbst  you  msy  not  moisten  your  delicate  feet;  think 
of  all  the  glorious  privilege^  civil  snd  religious,  which 
you  enjoyi  of  tlie  unexampled  prosperity  which  crowns 
every  portion  of  your  land,  and  every  eommercisi,  man- 
ufacturing, and  agricultural  pursuit  of  its  cittzenst  and 
then  tell  me  to  whom  you  owe  all  this.  Has  it  not  been 
purchased  by  the  perils  and  sacrifices,  by  the  privations 
and  blood,  of  our  glorious  fathers  of  the  Revolution? 
Shall  those  who  bore  the  heat  and  burden  of  tbe  day, 
and  their  immedisle  descendants,  not  ban  justioe,  at 
least,  at  your  h»nd.Jig^fc«Jl,;C-t!T©^^ 
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them  not  be  redeemed^  Shall  they  be  def««(ed  by  pleed- 
inr  limilttion  acts?  1  (rust  not. 

I  do  not  wMh,  Mr.  CbeiriMin,  to  addren  ntj^aelf  to  the 
feelingi  of  gentlemcm  1  do  not  with  to  enliat  their  pii- 
tions  or  I  mitcht  mj  more.  I  wiih  e  renliet  in  fcvor  of 
the  offlcen  of  the  Revolution  tnd  their  deacendaoti  from 
iheir  found  flcnic  and  deliberate  judgment  only.  They 
atk  no  favort.  They  aak  for  juitice,  and  juitiee  alone. 
Satisfy  ihem  thua  far,  and  Jet  not  the  world  aay  t  republics 
arealwaya  ong^rktefal and alwaya  unjuat.  The  TCry  nature 
orthecuedeaiH)datbia,andtlieoonMK)ngoad.  OrwouM 
it  be  Juat  to  reftnea  claim,  founded  apon  a  tolemn  plcd^ 
of  the  Government,  purcbaaed  in  moat  casea  by  the  life 
and  blood  of  a  citizen,  yielded  in  tbe  aerviee  of  the 
country,  yielded  to  attain  the  glorioui  independence,  tbe 
high  privilege*,  the  diatinguiahed  bleaaings  we  now  en- 
joy? Would  it  be  Joat,  would  it  be  equitable,  would  it 
be  creditable,  to  refuae  redeeming  a  pledge  given  un> 
dcr  circumatancea  like  theae/  Or  do  we  value  a  little 
contemptible  pelf  more  than  tbe  precioua  blood  of  patri- 
otic eititenaf 

But,  air,  not  only  juitice  and  equity  demand  a  aettle- 
ment  of  theae  elaima,  upon  the  moat  liberal  principlea, 
with  intereat,  I  mean,  but  alto  the  common  gvud.  We 
are  now  enjoying  the  bletaing*  of  peace,  but  we  cannot 
expect  to  enjoy  them  always.  War  will  again  c<Ane,  be 
il  tooner  or  later.  If  you  refuae  to  redeem  the  pledgee 
you  gave  your  aoldiera,  the  pledge,  particularly,  to  take 
care  of  their  widowa  and  orpbana  in  eaae  Ihcy  ahoold  fall 
fighting  your  battles  how  can  you  expect  men  to  enter 
yi'iir  aerviee  hereafter? 

The  beat  aoldiera,  the  braveat  defenders  of  their  coun- 
try, are  undoubtedly  those  who  are  moat  attached  to 
their  homeateada,  to  their  wiveaand  tbeir  children.  If 
you  rob  tbem  of  the  hope  that  their  wivea  and  little  onea 
are  to  be  provided  for,  if  you  lead  them  to  believe  that 
your  folemn  pledges  in  this  reapect  are  not  to  be  redeem- 
ed, how  dare  you  expect  them  cbeerfblly  to  lead  the 
forlorn  hope,  manfully  to  mount  tbe  breach,  gallantly 
to  atorm  the  batter}-,  in  the  very  face  of  death  and  de- 
al ruction? 

I  have  but  one  more  word  to  say.  It  ia  not  the  bill  it- 
self now  before  yon,  but  the  principle  involved  in  it, 
which  ia  important;  it  ia  because  it  must  decide  the  fate 
of  many  othiera,  that  il  ia  eonteated.  Against  thia  par- 
ticular  bill  there  aeema  to  be  but  alight  objectiona.  If  I 
diatinctly  heard  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
Axian,]  he  thought  the  evidence  not  of  the  sirongest 
character.  Sir,  you  have  the  certificate  of  officers  of 
the  army  aa  to  the  neceaiary  aerviee  of  officers  engaf^ed 
in  the  aame  contest;  you  have  the  depoaition  of  a  most 
worthy ,eilizen,  living  at  the  periodi  you  have  tbe  recorda 
of  the  Stnte  of  Viivinia,  that  he  received  land  bounty  for 
lerviceB  from  1776  to  February  13,  1781 1  you  have  hia 
pay  certificate  from  the  same  State,  for  aervicea  from 
1776  to  February  23,  1781— the  very  period  when  the 
Virginia  continental  line  was  reorganized,  under  the 
resolutions  of  Ocluber,  1780,  at  Chesterfield,  by  a  board 
of  ofiicera  convened  for  that  special  purpoar,  the  Baron 
Steuben  presiding.  Admitting  that  he  waa  deranged  at 
that  period,  the  very  circumstance  entitles  hia  heira  to 
commutation.  That  he  was  afterwards  found  aerving 
at  the  siege  of  York,  in  the  hll  of  that  fear,  ahoiild 
not  weaken  but  atrengiben  hia  claim.  1'hen  all  the 
chivalry  of  Virginia,  and  every  ofHcer  who  had  seen 
service,  took  the  field,  and  crowded  around  the  banner 
raised  (or  liberty  and  uur  country.  Sir,  it  it  a  plain  caae, 
and  1  will  loee  no  more  worda  upon  it.  AM  I  desire  and 
aak  it  a  prompt  and  final  decisioni  a  deciaion  just  in  it- 
self, honorable  to  thia  House,  and  tending  to  secure  the 
common  good. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  committee  rose,  re* 
ported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  ait  again. 

The  Houae  then  adjourned. 


Sattbhat,  DicxMBxm  31. 

DEPOSITS  BANKS. 

Tbe  Hooae  proceeded  fo  the  conaidetmlion  of  tbe  fbl> 
lowhig  reaolotioD,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  GAmux% 

of  Virginia: 

Raohtdt  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  comaw- 
nieate  to  this  Hooae,  if  within  hia  power,  the  diridenda 
and  aurploaea  which  were  declared  by,  and  tbe  mr- 
plusea  and  contingent  funda  remaining  in,  the  sevcrri 
banks  in  which  tbe  public  money  is  deported*  for  tbe 
years  1833,  1834,  1835,  and  1836,  aeverally. 

To  which  reaolotion  the  following  ameodneat  bed 
been  heretofore  offered  by  Ur.  Hasuit: 

**  And  that  be  state,  also,  whether  the  aahiy  or  vam- 
penaation  of  an  agent  at  the  seat  of  tbe  General  Gorero- 
ment  composes  a  part  of  tbe  expenseaof  tbe  said  baakt; 
the  name  of  the  said  agent,  and  the  aevetol  soom  paid  to 
him  by  the  said  institutions^  respectively." 

The  pending  qoestion  waa  on  the  motion  submitted 
by  Mr.  HiBSiaiv,  when  tbe  subject  waa  last  under 
consideration,  to  lay  the  amendment  and  resolulioa  oo 
the  tablet  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  hsd  here* 
tofore  been  ordered,  and,  having  been  now  taken,  were: 
Yeaa  38.  naya  141. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  subject  tm  the  table. 

Mr.  GILLET  thereupon  withdrew  his  aaendmeati 
and  the  question  recurring  on  the  propoaed  ameBdawnt 
of  Mr.  Habuh— 

Mr.  COSRUAN  called  for  tbe  previoas  questiont 
which  the  House  reruaed  to  second:  Teas  71,  nays  90. 

So  the  previous  question  waa  not  aeconded. 

The  quetlion  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendoient  again 
recurring, 

Mr.  GRANGER  called  for  the  yeas  and  Mys{  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  HARLAN  hoped  that  the  Houae  would  not  op- 
pose the  adoption  of  hia  amendment.  It  had  been  staled 
again  and  again,  both  in  and  out  of  the  Houses  that  a 
certain  peraoo  residing  in  this  city  occupied  a  room  ia 
the  Treasury  Department,  the  rent  of  which  waa  paid 
by  that  Department;  that  he  communicated  with  IhefO 
deposite  bankst  and  that  through  him,  under  the  frank 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  the  correapondence  af 
the  banks  waa  carried  on.  If  there  waa  such  u  i^eM, 
the  people  had  a  right  to  know  it. 

He  (Mr.  H.)  did  not  pretend  to  assert  whether  there 
was  such  an  agent  or  not;  hut  he  did  say  that  the  stale- 
menta  which  had  gone  forth  to  that  effect,  through  tbe 
public  press  and  other  channel  were  aufficicni  grwnd 
on  which  to  inatitute  an  inquiry,  and  to  call  for  a  distinct 
answer  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  depoaite  banks,  it  was  said,  had  reaFixed  large 
soma  by  meana  of  the  public  money.  Two  or  three  years 
before  tbe  charter  of  the  United  Statea  Bank  expired, 
these  deposites  were  taken  from  that  institotion,  tbe 
place  pwnted  out  by  law  for  their  safe  keepmg.  Wbit 
amount  the  Government  might  have  lost,  he  could  not 
tell.  But  it  wss  necessary  the  people  should  know  what 
waa  done  with  their  money,  and  whether  any  confides* 
tial  agent  exiated,  who,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Secr^ 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  had  the  control  of  these  institutioBS, 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  said  that  hia  only  object 
in  offering  the  resolution  had  been  to  aacer^n  what 
profits  had  been  realized  by  these  banks,  out  of  DKmeji 
deposited  there,  for  which  the  Government  had  ao  use. 
As  regarded  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentlemas 
from  Kentucky,  it  would  be  remembered  that  when  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wiax,}  at  a  former  peri- 
od, offered  a  resolution  In  a  more  extended  form,  aikhig 
for  an  inquiry  into  alleged  abuses  in  the  Treaauiy  De- 
partment, he  (Mr.  0.)  bad  voted  for  that  inqotry,  and 
be  would  do  io  again.  Diitf!el»«y<iW)i@^^ 
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amendment  now  proposed  u  pertinent  to  the  resolution. 
Stillf  be  would  vote  for  it.  He  would  uk,  howereri 
were  these  depovte  btoki  chartered  by  the  GoTernment 
of  ibe  Uiuted  Statei»  or  did  thejr  owe  %nj  reipoHibUify 
to  the  Gwemmenti  except  lo  ftr  u  they  had  entered 
into  contracts?  They  did  noti  and  if  the  banks  thought 
proper  to  expend  their  money  in  the  employroent  of  an 
agent  at  Washing^n,  or  ehewheret  they  had  m  right  to 
do  so,  so  long  as  they  did  not  expend  a  dollar  of  the 
public  money.  If  it  could  be  shown  that  there  was  any 
improper  connexion  between  R.  H.  Whitney,  the  indi* 
▼idual  so  often  referred  to,  or  any  other  person,  and  the 
TroMury  Department  and  deposite  banks,'  he  (llr.  O.) 
was  willing  to  know  the  truth,  and  to  correct  the  evi^  if 
it  existed.  It  had  been  charged  that  the  friends  of  Uie 
administration  wished  to  conceal  hidden  fraud  and  cor- 
ruption. Let  them  meet  the  charges  coming  from  % 
tr^ntleman  politically  opposed  to  themj  let  him  hare  is 
full  an  inquiry  as  pouiblet  ■nd*  although  he  (Mr.  G.) 
could  not  consider  the  amendment  as  inbmately  connect* 
ed  with  the  resolution,  alill  be  would  never  eme  bia  eyes 
upon  any  fraud,  corruption,  or  mismanagement,  come 
from  what  quarter  it  would)  and  he  would  never  deny 
any  inquiry  which  might  lead  to  its  detection.  He  did 
not  believe  that  fraud  or  corruption  could  be  discovered, 
but  he  was  desirous  to  give  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  expressed  the 
p«ti6cation  which  he  had  felt  in  listening  to  the  senti- 
nienta  expressed  by  the  gentleinan  fmn  Virginis,  [llr. 
OaaLAVs.]  Without  reflecting  on  the  motives  ofotbert, 
he  (Mr.  T.)  ihtnked  that  gentleman  for  the  manly  and 
honorable  course  he  had  taken  in  this  matter. 

The  subject  of  Heuben  U.  Whitney's  connexion  with 
the  Treasury  was  orte  of  deep  excitement  in  every  part 
of  the  Union.  He  (Mr.  T.^  had  ferborne  to  make  any 
charges  or  insinuations,  until  be  bad  evidence  before 
him.  Now,  he  desired  thst  the  evidence  sought  by  the 
amendment  should  be  procured,  for  it  had  a  most  im< 
portant  bearing  on  the  whole  subject.  And  he  must  be 
permitted  to  my  that,  if  he  did  not  raise  the  cry  of  de* 
moeraey  so  loudly  and  so  constantly  as  some  men,  he 
was  yet  democrat  enough  to  have  confldence  thjit  the 
people  of  this  country  would  do  whit  was  right,  when 
they  understood  what  was  right;  and  any  opposition  to 
Ihia  invcst'^tion  wouM  come  with  an  ill  grace  from 
those  who  profetsed  themselves  to  be  the  friends  of  the 
people.  He  wislied  to  know  what  was  the  nature  of  K. 
M.  Wbitney*s  connexion  with  these  banks,  and  what 
compensation  he  received.  Let  the  suspicions  which 
were  abroad  be  either  put  down  or  confirmed.  What- 
ever this  individual'i  connexion  might  turn  out  to  be  with 
the  banks,  he  (Mr.  T.)  believed  it  to  be  an  absolute  au- 
toeraqrt  be  believed  that  the  "aievob,  aiejubeo"  of  U. 
M .  Whitney  placed  money  in  the  banks  and  took  money 
out  of  them.  He  believed  such  to  be  the  ftet,  though  he 
did  not  know  it;  and  if  R.  M.  Whitney  had  this  power, 
was  it  not  all-i.-nportant  that  the  people  should  know  it} 
He  (Mr.  T.)  had  nothing  to  say  about  his  character)  but 
he  deaired  to  know  wbeth<  r  K.  M.  Wliilney  was  not  in- 
fluenced by  douceurs  from  these  banki)  whether  it  was 
true  that  be  received  fifty  thouiand  dollars  a  year,  as  had 
been  stated.  A  bank  which  had  a  million  of  (he  public 
money  on  depoaite,  which  was  yielding  $60,000  per  an- 
num, eould  readily  aflbrd  to  pay  a  part  of  the  compensa. 
tion  named.  He  (Mr.  T.)  tbouKht  his  suspicions  that 
such  a  sum  was  paid  would  be  confirmed.  In  any  event, 
be  desired  to  submit  the  case  to  the  American  people, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the  ciroumBlances.  He 
hoped  the  gentlemen  opposed  to  bim  would  meet  him 
fully  in  this  instance.  If  all  was  fair,  as  it  should  be,  and 
as  he  trusted  it  might  prove  to'be,  let  the  friends  of  the 
admiDistration  have  all  the  benefit  which  would  result 
rrom  the  refutation  of  the  charges. 


Banka.  [H.  or  R. 


Mr.  D.  J.  PBARCii  said  he  had  voted  to  lay  the  res- 
olulion  and  amendment  on  the  table,  because  be  wu  op- 
posed both  to  the  one  and  the  other. 

He  was  in  favor  of  any  resolution  directing  inquiry 
into  any  department  of  the  Govemnient  where,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  it  was  proper  the  inquiry  should  be 
made.  He  considered  the  whole  proposition  as  a  work 
of  supererogation.  He  would  vote  for  the  resolution, 
if  sny  gentleman  who  viewed  the  subject  in  a  different 
light  from  himself  would  put  It  in  a  proper  shape.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Reotueky  [Mr.  Hablak]  wanted  acom- 
miltee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bad  assumed 
banking  privileges)  whether  K.  M.  Whitney  was  station* 
ed  here  as  the  asfent  of  the  deposite  banks,  with  a 
view  of  giving  him  privileges  above  other  individual^ 
and  of  receiving  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a 
protection  which  the  Secretary  eould  not  correctly  con- 
fer upon  another  man,  nor  legally  upon  him,  (R.  U. 
W.))  if,  in  short,  the  question  was  to  resolve  itself  into 
one  of  malfeasance  or  malveraation  in  offiw,  he  (Mr. 
P.)  waa  willing,  for  one,  that  the  committee  should  be 
raised,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  should  be  at 
the  head  of  it,  and  that  he  should  fully  investigate  all 
charges,  so  far  as  they  can  be  made  against  the  Sec- 
retary Rf  the  Treasury. 

Rut  auppose  that  Reuben  U.  Whitney  was  the  agent 
of  the  deposite  banks.  He  was  not  an  agent  under  any 
act  of  Congress,  or  under  any  power  which  the  Seere- 
tary  of  the  Treasury  eould  exercise.  He  wu  the  agent 
by  virtue  of  a  contract  between  him  and  the  deposite 
banks.  What  right  had  the  House  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  ask  these  banks  if  they  had  an  agent, 
or  what  compensation  was  given  to  bim?  They  might 
snswer  the  question  if  they  thought  proper)  and  if  they 
did  not  think  proper  to  answer  it,  the  House  would  be 
no  wiser  by  adopting  this  resolution. 

It  bad  been  said  that  R.  H.  Whitney  waa  seen  in  this 
city,  sometimes  in  bis  ofRce,  sometimes  reading  newspa- 
pers) and  because  he  was  so  seen,  the  House  was  to 
adopt  a  resolution  mfting  these  formal  inquiries  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  So  far  is  any  thing 
conid  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, showing  an  improper  connexion  between  bim  and 
R.  M.  Whitney,  or  any  other  individual,  be  (Ur.  P.) 
was  willing  to  go  for  an  inquiry)  but  as  to  these  roving 
investtgationi,  these  inquisitions  he  hsd  expressed  his 
opinion  against  theffli  be  believed  that  no  benefit  waa 
to  be  derived  from  them  by  the  American  people,  and 
that  their  only  effect  would  be  to  agitate  the  public 
mind.  So  much  (said  Mr.  P.)  for  Reuben  M.  Whitney, 
who  (Ur.  P.  apprehended)  was  one  diy  to  become  a 
great  man,  on  the  ground  that  those  who  were  great 
were  indebted  for  Uieir  ekvatioD  more  to  their  enemiee 
tlian  their  friendS)  and  who,  but  for  the  fiotitioua  eoose- 
quenee  which  he  had  gathered  from  the  thousand  ru- 
mors which  had  been  circulated  against  bim,  might  have 
glided  on  to  bis  grave  with  the  contemptible  insensibility 
of  an  oyster,  so  far  as  Congrem  would  have  had  any 
thing  to  du  with  bim. 

But  as  to  the  resolution  itself.  When  did  the  bill  by 
which  these  deposites  were  regnkted  become  a  law  *  At 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  he  believed.  These  banks 
would,  no  doHbt,  do  what  thry  hid  contracted  to  do  un- 
der the  deposite  bill  of  the  laU  sesnion.  They  were  under 
contracts  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — contracts 
entered  into  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  that  bill,  and 
to  the  requirements  of  which  they  had  conformed.  But 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Viivinia  [Hr.  Gaa- 
LAMB]  goes  back  to  the  years  1835  and  1836.  What 
riglit  bad  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  call  for  this 
information?  What  control  coultHie  exercise  over  the 
banks,  independent  otif  jHg(jiK9^£9ii9k@t$  LiOhe  con- 
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tract  utH^er  the  deporite  bill?  Would  the  bankt  coode- 
seend  to  comply  «Itb  web  Kqiiirementi?  And  if  not,  or 
wbit  «rtil  Wftt  the  reiolution,  or  what  benefit  eoold  re- 
sult from  its  adoption? 

He  mm  no  reason  why  the  Secretary  or  the  Treasury 
should  make  inquiries  into  these  banks,  rather  tlun  into 
any  other  banks,  in  order  to  know  their  surplus  on  hand. 
There  was  evil  to  be  apprehended  from  the  aurplus 
on  hand  in  all  the  banks;  but  this  was  the  result  of  the 
banking  qrstem.  If  the  object  of  the  resolution  really 
was  to  confer  benefit  on  the  public,  tbea  let  the  inquiry 
be  extended  to  all  nmihr  insiitutioni  in  the  country.  If 
CoiiKress  was  to  legislate  at  all.  let  them  not  legislate  for 
the  few,  but  for  the  whole.  Let  them  legislate  for  the 
people,  for  the  hewers  of  wood  and  the  drawers  of  wa* 
tert  for  those  men  who  suffer,  and  are  nude  to  Buffer*  va 
consequence  of  these  institutions. 

Mr.  TOUCKY  said  be  could  see  no  objection  to  the 
resolution^  nor  any  substantial  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment. Could  any  gentleman  object  to  a  simple  call  for 
f-tets  in  posiesiion  of  the  Uepsriment,  where  it  was 
deemed  important  to  every  member  that  they  should  be 
in  possession  of  Connfress?  The  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island  [Mr.  Pearce]  had  inquired  why  not  as  well  call 
for  thta  information  in  relation  to  all  the  banks?  He 
(Mr.  T.)  would  answer.  By  alaw  passedat  ibtf  last  ses. 
sion  of  Ooi^reii,  and  by  tlie  course  of  the  Department 
under  that  law,  eonlrmcta  had  been  entered  into  with 
these  deposite  bankit  and,  as  a  preliminary  to  the  form- 
ation of  these  contracts,  the  banks  were  required  to  put 
the  Department  in  possesion  of  certain  information  in 
relation  to  their  condition  and  business.  For  this  reason 
be  (Ur.  T.)  would  limit  (he  inquiry  to  these  banks. 
With  other  bsnks  Congress  had  nothing  to  do.  He 
would,  therefore,  vote  in  favor  of  iheres(ilutioR,andaIso 
of  the  amendment.  &  certain  agent  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment had  been  alleged  to  be  in  this  «ty,  performing 
certain  acts.  The  House  hsd  already  received  a  com- 
munication from  the  Treuury  Department,  slating  that 
that  individual  bad  no  connexion  with  thai  Department. 
He  had  no  connexion,  for  aught 'Mr.  T.  knew,  with  (he 
depoaite  bankst  and,  so  far  as  he  waa  aware,  there  was 
no  impropriety  in  their  employing  auch  an  agent.  But 
if  these  banks  had  commumcated  facta  to  the  Treasury 
Depardnent  in  relation  to  that  agent,  which  it  wasimpor- 
tant  for  the  House  to  know,  let  him  communicate  them. 

The  House  did  not  ask  for  any  information  which 
these  banks  were  not  required  to  give  by  virtue  of  their 
contracts.  Tliey  asked  for  information,  so  f<r  as  it  was 
in  the  possession  of  (he  Department.  He  was  for  light; 
for  fair  investigation  and  inquiryj  and,  so  far  as  it  could 
properly  be  done,  be  would  examine  and  rift  the  De- 
partment to  the  bottom.  It  waa  not  for  Ibe  House,  nor 
fur  the  Legislature,  to  refuse  inquiry  inio  any  Depart- 
ment. This  was  not  sn  inquisition;  it  was  a  proper  and 
legal  inquiry  into  a  public  Department,  not  necessarily 
involving  the  supposition  that  any  thing  was  wrong.  He 
hoped  the  inquiry  would  be  allowed,  and  he  sppealtd  to 
the  House  to  adopt  the  resolution,  and  (bus  throw  open 
tt)e  door  lo  discovery,  if  any  thing  there  was  to  dis- 
cover. 

Hr.  VANDEKPOEL  said  that  be  apprehended  that 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr,  HiRLAir]  would  not  secure  his  object,  at  least 
if  his  object  was  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any 
agent,  without  the  authority  of  law,  connected  with  Die 
'J'reasury  Department,  to  correspond  or  communicate 
with  the  deposite  banks.  It  had  been  often  alleged  here, 
as  a  matter  of  suspicion,  if  not  of  conviction,  that  an 
•gent,  unauthorzed  by  law,  and  paid,  probably,  out  of 
the  public  moneys,  waa  employed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasurer  to  negotiate  with  the  deposi(e  banks.  He 
would  submit  a  resolution  which  would  require  the  Sec- 


retary of  the  Treasury  to  respond  distinctly  to  the  pmat, 
whether  sueb  agency  existedt  and  if  ti^  who  pays  au^ 
agent.  Mr.  V.  then  submitted  the  rollowiog,  as  aa 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentlcBwa  from 
Kentucky : 

"  And  whether  the  Treasury  Department  has  any 
agent  or  attorney,  to  correspond  or  communicate  wiifa 
aaid  deposite  banks,  in  relation  to  the  public  deposites; 
if  so,  who  is  such  agent  or  correspondent,  what  compen- 
sation is  allowed  to  him,  and  by  whom  is  such  allowanoe 
made  or  paid.*' 

Pending  which,  the  hour  having  elapsed,  the  House, 
on  motion  of  Hr.  E.  WHITTLB8ET,  passed  to  the  or- 
ders of  the  day,  being  the  cuuiderstkm  of  bills  on  die 
calendar  of  private  business. 

The  House  suspended  the  rule  to  enable  Mr.  THOM- 
SON, of  Ohio,  to  offer  the  following  reaolution,  which 
was  agreed  to: 

JtcMhedt  That  the  use  of  this  ball  be  allowed  for  aa 
exhibition  of  the  pupils  of  the  New  England  Institution 
for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  under  the  direction  ai 
Doctor  8.  G.  Howe,  on  Tuesday  next,  at  half  past  10 
o'clock  A.  U.,  for  the  spsee  of  one  hour. 

LODIS  DURETT. 

The  residue  of  the  day  was  spent  upon  bills  for  relief 
of  individaals  and  others. 
Among  other  business^ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  hdrs  of  Loub  Darett  was 
read  the  third  time. 

Hr.  LYON  said  he  felt  it  his  duly  to  oppose  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  in  its  present  form,  and  would,  when  be 
had  given  a  brief  explanation  of  the  case  aa  be  under- 
stood it,  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  It  proposed 
to  release  to  the  heirs  of  Durett  all  title  or  claim  of  the 
United  Slates  to  sixty  arpena  of  land  in  tbe  city  Mo- 
bile, of  great  value,  and  with  very  indefinite  and  uncer- 
tain boundaries.  He  said  he  bad  no  knowledge  of  tbe 
merits  of  the  claim,  beyond  what  is  afforded  by  the 
papers  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Lund 
Claims.  It  may  be  (said  Mr.  L.)  that  tbe  heirs  of  Durett 
are  entitled  to  land  in  or  near  Hobilei  but  he  was 
not  suf&ciently  advised  of  tbe  facts  and  circumstances 
connected  with  their  claim  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  the 
bill  before  the  House,  or  consent  to  its  passage  in  its 
present  form.  When  tbe  committee  reported  upon  this 
case  at  the  last  session,  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  examined 
into  it  with  a  view  to  ascertain  how  or  why  it  was  that 
tbe  claim  embraced  the  particular  quantity  of  sixty  ar- 
pens'square.  It  did  not  purport  to  be  founded  upon  soy 
French,  British,  or  Spanish  granti  and  tbe  United  Slates 
had  never  disposed  of  lands  by  arpem,  unless 'm  con- 
firming grants  made  by  other  GovernBwnls.  He  bad 
applied  to  (be  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  OBiee, 
and  requested  him  to  examine  tbe  boundaries  designated 
in  the  bill,  and  furnish  him  a  map  identifying  the  tract 
described  in  it.  Mr.  L.  w'lahed  (he  infurmatino  to  en- 
able him  to  determine  if  tbe  claim  would  conflict  with 
other  claimants  of  real  estate  in  Mobilei  but  was  infortn- 
ed  by  the  Commissioner  (hat  the  bill  did  not  furnish  sucfa 
a  description  of  tbe  boundsriea  of  the  tract  proposed  (o 
be  confirmed  as  would  enable  liim  to  identify  it  on  tbe 
map.  Mr.  L>  said  he  was  unable,  from  (he  want  at 
certainty  in  (be  boundaries  as  described  in  tbe  bill,  to 
determine  to  what  extent  (he  sixty  arpens  square  uooU 
conflict  with  the  claims  of  others. 

He  had  examined  the  several  reports  of  the  differ* 
ent  boards  of  land  comnusnooers  appointed  to  examioe 
and  recommend  such  claims  fur  confirmation,  and 
(he  result  of  this  examination  bad  not  sstibfied  him  that 
the  present  bill  ought  to  pass.  In  the  report  of  acittal 
Hetilers  prior  lo  the  3d  of  Harehr>1819,  who  hsd  no 
cUims  derived  from  ^^eJ^  (gB^gte*"^ 
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Brilish  OorerniiMiitSi  made  in  1830  by  the  botrd  or 
conmrMionerB  east  of  Pearl  river,  the  repreaentatires  of 
I>ouii  Durett  are  reported  for  a  lot  below  Mobile,  settled 
from  Haroh,  1790,  to  April,  1820.  The 'size  or  con- 
tenta  of  iliia  lot  the  commiatiooert  failed  to  apecifyi  but, 
ftt  a  iabaeqiient  time,  a  city  lot,  64  by  138  feetf  appears 
to  have  bMO  mrveyed  for  their  claim.  A  still  later  re* 
pott  of  the  eommUsionera  of  private  land  claims  shows 
that  Joaeph  Durett  aaaerted  a  claim  before  them  for 
sUty  arpens  square  in  Mobile,  as  inhabited  and  cultivated 
from  1803  to  1807.  This  claim  wss  reported  as  not 
entitled  to  confinmiton,  because  not  provided  fur  by 
law. 

An  let  of  Congress,  now  in  force,  baa  created  a  tribu- 
tukl  for  the  «xamina^on,  in  the  first  inatanee,  of  cases 
like  the  one  before  the  House.  By  the  act  of  March, 
1839,  the  regivter  and  receiver  of  tbe  land  district  in 
which  Mobile  is  embraced  have  been  created  a  board  of 
eommiaaioners  for  the  examination  of  eases  like  the  pres. 
ent,  with  aothority  to  report  upon  Ifaem,  and,  if  estab' 
lished  by  proof,  to  recommend  them  for  confirmation. 
This  board  ia  convenient  to  all  interested,  and  it  would 
be  more  regular  and  satisfactory  for  Congress  to  act 
upon  the  offidal  report  of  the  AommisiRonera,  than  to  re< 
ly  upon  testimony  of  which  adverse  claimants  may  have 
received  no  notice. 

There  was  still  another  reason  (Mr.  L.  said)  why  he 
could  not  consent  to  tbe  passage  of  the  bill.  A  respect- 
able number  of  his  constituents  bad,  in  a  petition  to 
Congress,  reqaesled  that  no  final  action  should  be  had 
upon  claims  hke  the  present,  unless  it  be  shown  that  ad- 
vene claimants  bad  received  notice  of  application  being 
made  to  Congress  to  confirm  ttiem.  The  papers  in  this 
esse  did  not  show  that  any  notice  whatever  had  been 
given.  He  had  no  information  as  to  the  nature  of  any 
adverse  claims  to  the  land  aotigbt  by  the  heirs  of  Durett; 
but,  from  the  best  location  he  could  give  the  land,  under 
the.  boundary  describetl  in  the  bill,  it  would  seem  to 
conflict  with  the  claims  of  *'  De  La  Croii  under  Francis 
CoHelt,"  and  Joshua  Kennedy  under  William  McBt^,** 
marked  upon  the  map  of  Mobile  in  the  General  Land 
Office,  lie  knew  nothing  of  the  nature  of  these  claims, 
but  it  might  be  that  thry  were  as  much  entitled  to  a  re. 
linquisbment  of  \he  title  of  the  United  States  as  Durett; 
at  least,  he  was  disposed  that  alt  should  have  a  hearing; 
and  an  investigation  into  the  merits  of  the  conflicting 
claims  could  be  had  with  more  convenience  to  the 
parties  before  the  board  nf  land  commissioners,  in  the 
country  where  the  land  is  situated,  and  where  the  par- 
ties reside,  than  before  Congress.  Mr.  L.  said  he  was 
iinwiHing  to  vote  for  a  conHrmation  of  Durett's  claim, 
without  affording  the  other  supposed  adverse  claimants 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard.  The  passage  of  the  bill 
might  do  injustice  to  other  claimants  equally  as  much 
entitled  to  the  same  land,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  in- 
volve any  portion  of  his  constituents  in  unnecessary  law- 
suits. He  was  not  prepared  to  say  to  what  extent  the 
bill  would  give  rise  to  liligationi  but  as  the  case  was  im- 
portant,anu  the  value  of  the  property  very  great,  he 
preferred  the  clainunts  ahould  come  to  Congresa  with 
a  report  from  the  board  of  land  commissioners,  setting 
forth  all  the  important  facts  connected  with  the  claim, 
and  with  such  others  as  may  interfere  with  it. 

Mr.  L.  having  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  table,  was 
requested  by  Mr.  HUNTSMAN  to  withdraw  the  motiont 
and  did  so,  in  order  to  allow  the  latter  gentleman  to 
anake  some  observations  in  support  of  the  bill.  After 
which. 

Ha.  LYON  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  but  finally,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  GARLAND,  of 
I/niisiana,  consented  to  a  postponement  of  the  bill  to 
Friday  next. 

And  then  tbe  House  adjourned.  - 
Vol.  XIII.— 77 


TnESDiT,  jASDinr  5. 

DEPOSITE  BANKS. 
The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was  the 
following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  GiKLiitD, 
of  Virginia; 

"  JResolved,  Thattbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  commu* 
nieate  to  this  House,  if  within  his  power,  a  statement  of 
tbe  dividends  and  surpluses  which  were  declared  by, 
and  the  surpluses  and  contingent  funds  remaining  in, 
the  several  banks  in  which  the  public  money  is  deposit 
ted,  for  the  years  1833, 1834, 1835,  and  1836,  aereralty." 

To  which  resolution  the  following  amendment  had 
been,  heretofore  ofiered  by  Mr.  llaaLAir: 

"  And  that  he  state,  also,  whether  the  salary  or  com- 
pensation of  an  agent  at  the  seat  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment composes  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  tbe  said  banks; 
the  name  of  the  said  agent,  and  the  several  sums  paid 
to  him  by  the  said  institutions,  respectively." 

To  which  amendment  Mr.  V^itDBaroii,  heretufure 
offered  the  following  amendment: 

**And  whether  the  Treasury  Department  has  any 
agent  or  attorney,  to  correspond  or  communicate  with 
said  deposite  banks  in  relation  to  the  public  depositea; 
if  BO,  who  is  such  agent  or  correspondent,  what  compen- 
sation is  allowed  to  him,  and  by  whom  ia  such  allowance 
made  or  paid." 

Mr.  PEYTON  sent  to  the  Chair  an  amendment,  which 
substituted  a  committee,  with  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  out  of  order  to  offer 
the  amendment  at  that  time. 

Mr.  PEYTON  gave  notice  that,  when  in  order,  he 
would  move  so  to  amend  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ments as  to  refer  the  whole  inquiry  (o  a  select  commit, 
tee,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  He 
called  upon  his  friends,  and  those  who  were  friendly  to 
an  investigation,  not  to  vote  for  the  original  resolution, 
or  either  of  the  amendments,  in  tlietr  present  form.  Tu 
what  (said  Mr.  P.)  do  tjiey  amount'  To  nothing  more 
than  the  resolution  offered  by  tlie  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Dromooolk]  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
against  which  we  all  voted.  It  is  simply  a  call  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury — an  appeal  to  him  (o  send  us 
a  whitewashing  defence  of  himself  and  his  friend  Ilt-u- 
ben  Whitney,  if  he  cliuse  to  do  so.  Why  call  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  Do  you  call  upun  liim  tu 
do  his  duly  merely,  or  fiir  something  over,  above,  be- 
yond his  omcial  power  and  duty?  His  duty  ii  written, 
his  power  is  defined  in  the  law.  Is  it  to  be  presumed 
that,  if  the  obligations  of  law  and  official  reaponsibitily 
have  had  no  effect  upon  him,  a  resolution  of  this  House 
will  be  more  powerful  in  its  effects?  Let  us  advert 
to  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  the  1'reasury.  What 
does  the  act  of  Congress  require  at  his  hands? 

*'  Sac.  3.  No  bank  shall  hereafter  be  selected  and  em- 
ployed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  a  depowtory 
of  the  public  money,  until  such  bank  ahall  have  furnish- 
ed to  the  said  Secretary  a  statement  of  its  condition  and 
businea%"  Sic. 

*'  Sxc.  4.  Each  bank  shall  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  from  time  to  time,  as  ofien  as  he  may  re- 
quire,  not  exceeding  once  a  week,  statements  setttng 
forth  its  condition  and  busiuess,  &c.  And  the  aaid 
banks  ahall  furnish  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  to  tbe  Treasurer  of  tbe  United  Slates,  a  weekly 
statement  of  the  condition  of  his  account  upon  their 
books.  And  the  Secretary  of  the  1'reasury  shall  have 
the  right,  by  himself  or  an  agent  sppointed  fur  that  pur- 
pose, to  inspect  such  general  accounts  in  the  books  of 
the  bank  as  shall  relate  to  the  said  statements,"  &c. 

"  Sec.  10.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  uf  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  Congress,  at  th^f  ommence- 
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m*rnt  (if  Pach  annual  sesi'mn,  ft  slatement  of  thf  number 
and  numes  of  Die  banks  employed  aa  depositor'iea  of  llie 
public  money,  and  oftlieir  condilionf  and  ihe  amount  of 
the  public  money  depoiited  in  each,  m  shown  by  tbeir 
returns  at  the  Trewury;  and  if  the  selection  urany  bank 
as  a  depository  of  the  public  money  be  made  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  while  Congress  is  in  seasion,  he 
shitH  immediately  report  the  name  and  condition  of  aaid 
bank  to  Conj^resa;  and  if  any  sucli  selection  shall  be 
made  during  the  rectss  of  Congress,  he  shaH  report  the 
same  to  CoDgress  during  the  first  week  of  its  next  ses* 
sion." 

Theffi  lir*  IB  the  Secretary's  power,  brosd  and  am- 
ple. Here  is  his  duty,  plain  and  explicit.  Hssihe  Sec- 
retary failed  in  either?  Has  he  omitted  to  exerciae  that 
power  which  hai  been  conferred  upon  him  for  the  care 
and  safety  of  the  public  money?  Or  has  he  fniled  to 
make  hia  annual  report,  as  required  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress? Or,  as  has  bt-en  intimated  hy  the  frentleman 
from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  D.  J.  Piaiice,]  is  it  a  call  upon 
the  Secretary  for  aumeth>ng  which  he  does  not  officially 
know?  The  resolution  begins  thus:  "  Iteiotveil,  That 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiuiy  communicate  to  this 
House,  if  within  his  power,"  &c.  Now,  sir,  this  either 
means  to  require  tlie  Secretary  (o  give  the  House  tli:tt 
information  which  the  law  made  it  his  duty  to  communi- 
cate to  Congress  at  its  meeting,  or  it  appeals  to  him  for 
that  which  is  unknown  to  him  oHicially,  and  is  placed 
beyond  his  power  by  the  lav  itself.  In  either  point  of 
yiew,  this  cull  is  useless,  is  absurd.  If  he  hasanne  his 
duty,  and  given  the  House  atl  the  information  within  hia 
power,  why  asic  htm  again  to  do  ao'  if  lie  has  failed  in 
this — if  he  has  stood  out  in  contempt  of  the  laws  of  hia 
country,  in  viulutlon  of  his  official  obligations — why  ap- 
peal to  him  by  way  of  resolution?  )f  there  is  any  well- 
founded  suspicion  of  this,  it  would  furnish  a  conclusive 
reason  why  a  committee  sliould  be  raised.  But,  sir,  sup- 
pose the  object  is  to  call  upon  the  Secretary,  not  as  • 
public  officer,  to  make  an  official  communication  to  thia 
iloiise,  but  as  an  individual,  to  give  us  his  private  viewa 
and  opinions  in  relation  to  the  subjects  mentioned.  I 
am  still  more  opposed  to  that  course.  Strip  the  Secre- 
tary of  his  minibtcriul  robes,  of  his  officinl  power,  and 
what  right  has  he  to  make  any  communication  to  this 
Houbef  No,  sir;  t  wish  to  bring  him  to  the  book— to 
(lis  oath  before  a  committee.  Any  other  course  will  be 
trifling  with  ihe  dignity  of  thia  body. 

I  am  equally  opposed  to  the  amendment  ofTered  by 
my  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hablas]  in  its  present 
form,  and  for  the  same  reitiion,  because  it  appeals  to  the 
Sccrelary  for  infurmatiun.  It  reads  Ihux:  "  And  that  he 
[)|ie  Secretary]  stale,  alio,  whether  Ihe  salvry  or  com- 
pensasiun  of  an  agent  at  -ihe  seat  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment composes  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  said  bsnkst 
the  name  of  Ihe  said  agent,  and  the  several  sums  paid  to 
him  by  said  institutions,  respectively."  Now,  sir,  i  do 
not  wish  to  bear  one  word  from  the  Secretary  about  that 
agent,  unless  it  is  upon  oath{  and  1  think  that  my  friend 
from  Kentucky  will  agree  with  me  as  to  the  means,  of 
elTfcting  the  object.  I  agree  with  him  fully  in  the  end, 
and  I  hope  we  will  nut  differ  as  to  the  best,  and  in  my 
judgment  the  only,  means  of  effecting  it.  If  the  Secre- 
tary is  cognizant  of  any  thing  improper,  it  was  his  duty, 
as  a  faitliful  officer,  as  a  man  of  honor,  to  hare  made  it 
known.  But,  sir,  I  hoppose  he  too  considers  Heuben 
Whitney  a  private  citizen,  the  agent  of  the  banks  and 
not  of  the  Treasury.  Sir*  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress  I  had  occasion  to  go  into  the  I'reasury  Depart- 
ment, and,  on  shoving  open  the  front  duor,  the  first 
thing  that  met  my  eye,  full  in  front,  was  R.  M.Whit- 
ney, blxzing  in  capitals  as  large  as  the  sign  of  a  liv- 
ery stable.  Now,  air,  if  he  is  a  private  citizen,  what  is 
'  he  doing  with  a  »gn?   If  he  has  quit  business  steal- 


ing, why  not  take  down  his  sign?  What  is  be  doing  ia 
thel'reasury  Ut-parlment?  How  came  he  there?  You 
might  as  well  turn  a  horse  into  a  new  ground  field,  and 
tell  him  not  to  bite  the  pumpkins*  as  tu  turn  Reubea 
Whitney  into  the  Treasury,  and  tell  him  not  to  stnl  tbe 
money.  Suspicion  is  aruused,  it-is  abroad  through  tbe 
country  every  where  in  relation  to  this  man's  myslerioaa 
connexion  with  the  Treasury;  and  tbe  very  efforts  t* 
shield  him  have  greatly  increased  those  suspieions.  II 
is  true  that  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  D.  J. 
Pbahcs]  has  predicted  that  Reuben  is  to  b^  a  great 
man,  made  ao  by  his  enemiesi  I  sm  willing  to  onke  hka 
greater.  I  am  anxious  to  give  him  an  oppor^oitj  to 
blazon  bis  rirtues,  and  make  bim  **greit  only  at  he  'n 
good."  Dut  what  constitutes  a  great  man  at  this  day, 
according  to  that  gentlemsn's  conceptions  of  grealncM? 
The  first  item  in  the  sccount  of  this  man's  greatness  ii^ 
that  he  was  charged  and  convicted,  by  his  own  confes- 
sions upon  oath,  before  a  committee  of  this  Ho»^  of 
having  been  a  traitor  to  his.coantry  during  (he  last  war. 
The  second  item  in  the  account  is,  that  he  was  convicted 
of  perjury  by  the  same  committer,  a  majorily  of  vbom 
were  his  political  friends.  And,  lastly,  that  he  is  sgs> 
peeled,  upon  evidence  strong  enough  to  send  a  poor 
man  to  the  penitentiary,  of  plundering  tlie  Treasuryj  «f 
being  a  sort  of  general,  federal  rogue,  employed  by  a 
company  to  stesl  by  the  yesr  fur  them.  This  closes  tbe 
account.  And  Reuben  truly  hss  a  claim  to  greatness  a 
great  traitor,  a  great  liari  and  a  g^reat  rogne. 

I  wiah  this  investigation  to  be  made  by  a  committee 
of  this  House,  composed  of  men,  as  I  hope  it  will  be, 
too  generous  to  persecute  even  Reuben  Whitney,  aad 
too  just  to  favor  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Aad 
then  Reuben  may  point  to  his  patriotic  deeds  during  tbe 
wart  to  the  evidence  of  his  truth  in  bis  examination  in 
1833,  and  to  the  honesty  and  fairness  of  hia  conduct  ii 
relation  to  the  public  money. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  Globe  of  this  morning  I  read  an 
article  which  squints  at  throwing  Reuben  overboard.  It 
is  time  the  Secretary  had  cut  looset  that  he  had  unlash- 
ed  himself  from  him.    <*  If  you  wiH  tell  me  who  ymt 
live  with,  I  will  tell  you  who  you  are,"  is  an  adage  not 
mure  trite  than  true.    This  Secretary  and  this  same  i 
"great"  man  have  been  housed  together  since  his  ap- 
pointment to  tlie  station  he  filh.   I  will  call  theatteniioB 
of  the  House  to  a  few  facts,  which  will  show  witeiber 
Reuben  H.  Whitney  has  any  claim  to  the  ahield  which 
has  been  thrown  around  bim,  under  the  name  of  private 
citizen;  and  whetiier  the  Secretary  is  not  the  last  nun 
in  the  nation  who  should  be  appealed  to  as  his  judge. 
Whitney  has  assumed  the  responsibility  of  speaking  in 
the  name  of  thai  Secretary  to  (he  officers  of  Govern- 
ment, who  are  bound  to  obey  him,  and  those  fttncfiona- 
ries  recognised  and  obeyed  his  tnstnicttons.    This  could 
not  have  escaped  the  knowledge  of  the  SecretaiT. 
Whitney  was  his  friend,  his  daily  associate,  his  boiam 
crony.    Not  only  so,  but  Whitney's  instructions,  givea 
by  authority  of  the  Secretary,  were  in  one  instance  made 
public  in  ttie  newapaper^i,  and  republiahed  in  Ihe  joar- 
nals  of  this  city.    He  gavti  instructions  lo  the  receives 
in  the  land  offices  what  kind  of  money  ihey  riiould  re- 
ceive in  payment  for  public  lands.    And,  in  conchiMoo, 
he  holds  the  power  <tf  the  Secretary  of  the  I'reasary  ia 
(error  over  the  heads  of  ibe  receivers,  threatening  tbca 
in  hia  name,  and  by  hia  sutbority,  in  case  of  complsiai. 
Were  these  the  acts  of  a  private  citizen'  Xifxm  the  Sec- 
retary stand  in  a  relation  so  impartial  that  bis  word,  fai* 
bare  ipse  dixit,  will  be  satisfactory?    Sir,  is  it  not  giving 
Reuben  Whitney  power  over  the  currency'    The  pow- 
er to  destroy  that  equality  of  eoinpelition  for  the  pnbfie 
domain,  which  is  tbe  birthright  of  every  American  cili* 
zenf    How  dare  he  say  to  m  receiver  of  pnbBe  OMaey 
that  the  paper  of  thiC^ltnAb^pecie-psyit^^kank  (M 
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be  excluded,  when  offered  by  one  citizen,  uid  the  paper 
of  tnulber  shsll  shall  be  received^  And,  to  insure  obedi- 
ence to  bia  mandate,  he  (hreatens  the  receiver  with  the 
power  of  the  Secretary  of  the  I'reasury.  Here  it  hia 
circular,  which  was  firt.t  published  in  a  new  Van  Buren 
paper  in  Missouri.  The  editor  bad  not  been  tong  in  the 
rankr,  or  he  never  would  have  made  the  disclowire. 

From  Iht  Mistouri  Republican,  May  14,  1836. 
Tbb  Public  Momiis. — The  Globe,  in  the  month  of 
September  last,  published  the  details  uf  an  arrangement 
nuide  by  the  different  depoaite  banks,  by  which  the 
long'promised  «  better  currency,"  as  that  paper  then 
styled  it,  was  lo  be  secured  to  the  country.  The  de- 
tailit  as  we  have  said,  were  given,  but  it  did  not  appear 
tbat  the  tmngement  was  (he  fruit  of  Aeuben  M.  Whit- 
'  ney'a  Mrani  nor  has  this  fact,  so  far  as  we  know,  been 
alluded  to  at  any  tinrte.  Such,  however,  was  the  cue. 
A  new  Van  Buron  paper  has  been  recently  started  at 
Palmyra,  in  (his  Stale,  ctklled  the  Marion  Juurnal,"  the 
first  number  of  which  contains  a  communication  from 
Mr.  Blakriy,  receiver  of  public  moneys  fur  that  district, 
in  which  a  *<cirru)ar,"  imbudying  the  whole  arrange- 
ment, with  Instructions  from  "  K.  M.  Whitney,"  is  in- 
serted. The  receiver  coinmeneea  with  these  remarka* 
able  words:  "  I  am  instructed  to  receive  in  payment  for 
public  lands  the  notes  on  the  following  banksi"  and  then 
copies  the  circular,  dftted  **  Washington,  August  31, 
1835." 

The  opening  paragraph— whicli,  as  well  as  those  parts 
inserted  below,  was  suppreued  by  the  Globe — reads 
thaai  *'  1  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that,  unce  my 
circular  to  you  of  the  25(h  June  las',  1  have  received 
communicMions  from  the  greater  part  of  the  deposite 
banks,  upon  the  subject  of  redeeming  such  of  their 
notes  in  New  York  and  (MiiUdelpiris  as  may  be  received 
on  depoaite  from  receivers  of  proceeds  of  public  lands, 
aa  well  as  receiving  from  such  receivers  the  notes  of 
such  of  (he  deposite  and  other  banks  as  redeem  the 
same  either  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia)  and  I  am 
now  emblcd  to  communicate  to  you  the  arraitgemeuls 
made  with  the  following  banks." 

Then  follow  tite  *■  arrangements"  announced,  and 
which  we  have  already  published.  Mr.  Whitney  closes 
bis  circular  by  saying: 

*•  These  arrangemenis  have  been  entered  into  with 
the  understanding  and  full  reliance  that  each  bank  will 
act  towards  the  other  in  fairness,  and  with  most  SAcred 
fidelity;  that  no  one  will  call  upon  any  other  to  redeem 
their  notes  which  have  not  been  received  from  the  pub- 
lic receivera,  or  in  payment  of  public  dues,  in  cases 
where  the  banks  have  extended  the  limitation  (hat  far. 

*■  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  this  to  each  of  the  pub- 
lic receivers,  and  1  have  no  doubt  but  tbry  will  act  with 
such  fairness  (hat  no  injustice* will  be  done  to  any  one  of 
the  deposite  banks.  Should  it  ever  be  otherwise,  and 
any  one  of  (he  banks  have  cause  to  feel  aggrieved,  I  am 
autboi^zed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  say  that 
lie  will  take  (be  most  prompt  measures  to  remove  any 
just  cause  of  complaint. 

*<U  is  expected,  by  all  the  banks  which  have  come 
into  the  arrangement,  ihtit  when  one  forwards  for  re- 
demption, at  the  places  named,  the  notes  of  any  other 
bank,  it  will,  at  the  same  time,  inform  such  bank  of  the 
amount  which  it  hss  thus  sent  forward. 

**  I  would  suggest  (hat,  in  case  any  one  of  the  deposite 
banks  which  have  not  entered  into  this  arrangement 
shall  hereafter  do  so,  they  communieale  the  terms,  &c. 
lo  me,  that  the  same  may  be  communicated  to  Iheoibers, 
as  well  as  to  the  public  receivers. 

••As  it  will  greatly  increase  the  securlly  against  coun- 
terfeits, I  would  suggest  that  each  deposite  bank  which 
hss  or  may  enter  into  this  arrangement  forward  to  each 


of  the  other  deposite  banks,  and  lo  each  of  the  public 
receivers,  (he  signatures  of  their  respective  presidents 
and  cashiers.  For  this  purpose,  i  furward  with  (his  a 
list  of  the  public  receivers,  with  the  places  of  their  resi- 
dence. 

*'  i  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servani, 

"H.  M.  WHITNEY." 

In  the  course  of  the  investieattons,  newspaper  and 
otherwise,  •which  have  taken  place  within  the  last  few 
months,  it  has  been  boldly  denied  that  H.  M.  Whitney 
had  any  connexion  with  the  Treasury  Depkrtmenl.  In 
his  letter  to  the  publishers  of  (he  Globe,  of  the  S\\\  of 
March  last,  he  represents  himself  as  (he  sgent  "of  a 
numbt-r  of  (he  must  reBpeclsble  deposite  banks,"  em- 
ployed to  reside  at  Washington,  to  act  as  their  corre- 
sponding agen%  and  lo  look  aftei  their  inierebts generally. 
The  Globe  denied  that  he  had  any  official  conntxion 
with  the  Treasury;  and  an  inquiry  was  objected  to  in 
Congress,  because  he  was  a  private  citizen.  The  circular 
btTore  us,  however,  unveils  his  true  character.  He  has, 
beyond  a  duubt,  the  control  of  all  the  funds  received  into 
the  Treasury  from  the  sale  of  public  landsj  he  avowedly 
acts  under  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  the  I'reasury, 
and  threatens  all  erring  banks  with  ••prompt  measures 
to  remove  any  just  cause  of  complaint/*  he  is  recognised 
as  a  Treasury  officer  by  (he  receiver  who  published  (he 
circular;  for  Mr.  B.  expressly  says,  "  1  am  instructed,* 
&c.,  and  goes  on  lo  quote  the  letter  of  instructions. 
Either  this  must  be  the  esse — either  he  is  an  accredited 
officer  of  I  be  Treasury  Department,  or  he  must  be  a 
private  citizen,  the  agent  "of  a  number  of  Kspeetable 
banks,'*  if  you  choose,  but  still  having  the  exclusive 
regulation  uf  the  currency,  and  the  control  of  eleven 
millions  or  more  of  money  received  for  public  lands  an* 
nually.  When  before  has  the  spectacle  been  presented 
(o  us  of  a  private  ciiizen  giving  peremptory  instructions 
to  Government  officers,  and  wielding  many  millions  uf 
public  money  for  the  benefit  of  banks  psying  him  a  high 
price  for  his  services^ 

Mr.  Blakely,  (he  rtceivcr,  commencet,  '•lam instruct- 
ed." By  whom?  By  this  private  gentleman,  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,'  To  do  what.'  To  receive  in  payment  for 
public  lands  the  notes  on  the  following  banks,  &c.  He 
(Whitney)  speaksof  other  circulars  which  he  had  sent 
on  before  this.  And  what  does  he  direct  shall  be  donef 
That  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  redeem  (he  same  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  shall  be  receivable  in  payment 
for  the  public  Innds.  And,  in  conclusion,  which  puts  it 
beyond  doubt  that  the  Secretary  was  privy  to  this  as^ 
sumption  of  power,  he  says:  *•  Should  it  ever  be  other- 
wise, and  any  one  of  the  banks  have  cause  to  feel  ag- 
grieved, I  am  authnrized  by  the  Secretary  of  the  I'reas 
ury  to  say  (hat  he  will  tuke  the  most  prompt  measures 
to  remove  any  just  cause  of  complaint."  And  yet 
Reuben  is  a  private  citizen,  and  the  Secretary  is  called 
on  lo  say  so,  upon  honor. 

Sir,  this  association  uf  (he  Secretary  with  Whitney  ii 
not  creditable.to  htm.  Who  is  Whitney.'  What  did  (he 
Secretary  know  him  to  be?  Why  did  he  ever  counte- 
nance such  a  man  in  so  responsible  a  station?  I  heard  a 
gentlemsn  of  the  first  respectability,  of  the  highest  honor 
and  most  commanding  talents,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore, 
who  was  a  personal  friend  to  Mr.  Taney,  though  a  po- 
litical opponent,  say  to  a  friend  of  mine  in  this  city, 
during  (he  last  session  of  Congress,  that  when  it  wai 
first  rumored  that  Reuben  U.  Whitney  was  to  be  the 
agent  employed  by  the  Treasury  Department  to  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  station  which  he  now  fills,  as  it 
appears,  under  the  emplojmcnt  of  the  deposite  bsnks, 
he  wrote  to  Mr.  Taney,  giving  Wliilney's  character, 
from  (he  lime  of  his  treason  down  lo  the  day  of  his  per- 
jurv,  and  exprc.«nfi  • 
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give  counlrnance  to  such  k  man,  blackened  u  be  wm 
wiih  infairy,  ind  rank  wilh  treason.  Mr.  Taney  re- 
plied that  lie  need  give  himaelf  no  uneasineaai  that  he 
knew  Whitney's  character  too  well  to  give  bim  any  such 
cmploytnent.  But,  rir,  no  sooner  is  Mr.  Taney  gone, 
than  Reuben  breaks  into  the  Treasury,  where  he  has 
been  ever  since,  and  wields  Us  power  to  ibe  destruction 
or  the  currency  and  prosperity  or  the  country,  and  the 
equal  rights  of  the  citizen.  Yes,  sir,  this  is  the  man 
for  whose  examination,  before  a  commitlee  of  this  House, 
we  have  been  clamoring  so  long  in  vain.  And  1  blush  to 
say  that  a  niajurily  of  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
■rraid — yes,  sir,  they  are  ashamed  of  ttt  but  Ihiy  dare 
Hilt  grant  ttie  inveitigation.  1  cannot  account  fur  tbii> 
It  cannot  be  for  any  lore  they  bear  Wbilney.  It  must 
be  that  he  has  their  leaders  in  his  power;  that  they  fear 
he  will  turn  state's  evidence  if  they  expose  and  cast 
bim  ofTi  and  they  are  obliged  to  hug  him  to  their  bosoms, 
corrupt  mass  as  he  is. 

Sir,  this  private  citizen  hat,  as  it  has  been  slated,  (and 
I  bave  it  in  such  a  way  that  I  cannot  doubt  the  fact,) 
when  the  pubbc  money  was  deposited  in  the  bank  of  a 
city— (I  will  not  even  name  the  citj-,  lest  it  migbt  lead 
to  the  punishment  of  the  institution}  1  will  not  knowing- 
ly be  the  cause  of  inflicting  injury  on  any  man  or  on  an^ 
inatitulioni  for  1  am  sure  that  the  officers  of  those  insti- 
tutions subject  to  Whitney's  power  are  restrained  from 
volunteering  statements  sgsinst  bim,  but  wilt  cheerfully 
come  forward  underasubpcena,  and  disclose  all  they  may 
kno»)-^ut,  sir,  soon  after  tbe  de poiite  was  made  m  the 
bank  to  which  I  allude,  a  letter  came  on  from  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, suggesting  the  importance  of  having  an  sgent  at  this 
cityi  that  he  was  the  agent  for  many  of  the  deposite 
banks,  and  would  undertake  a  like  agency  for  that  bank 
at  an  enormous  salary,  which  he  named.  The  bank  de- 
clined having  any  connexion  with  him  whatever;  and, 
sir,  very  soon  the  deposites  began  to  dwindle  in  that  in- 
alilution,  and  accumulate  in  another,  which  was  in  the 
«ame  city,  of  which  Whitney  was  agent.  Now,  sir, 
what  is  this?  Is  It  not  putting  up  the  public  money  by 
Reuben  M.  Whitney  at  auction,  to  the  highest  bidder, 
for  bis  own  benefit,  amongst  the  banks?  Will  not  that 
bank  give  most  for  its  use  which  is  hardest  pressed  for 
means^  And  will  not  the  safety  of  the  public  money  be 
thereby  jeoparded?  Now,  this  way  of  starving  a  bank 
out  of  its  deposites  is  a  cunning  device  to  evade  the  law, 
which  requirea  that  no  removal  of  money  shall  be  made 
but  for  certain  causes  therein  specified;  and  that  the  Sec- 
retary riiall  report  to  Congress  the  cause  of  removal. 
But,  air,  when  mohey  is  thus  removed  under  Reuben's 
system,  we  get  no  report— the  Secretary  knows  nothing 
of  it  ofncially. 

Sir,  I  have  searched  in  vain  for  the  contract  between 
the  Treasuiy  Department  and  tbe  deponle  bank  of  this 
city,  during  this  morning.  I  regret  my  inability  to  find 
it;  for  if  my  memory  does  not  very  much  mislead  me,  1 
once  saw  that  contract,  or  a  copy,  or  an  extract  from  it, 
wherein  it  appeared  that  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
reservtd  the  right  to  appoint  an  af;enl,  such  an  sgent  as 
Whitney  is  said  lobe.  But  yet  he  appoints  no  agent; 
for.  If  he  appointed  the  agent,  all  he  did  would  neces- 
sarily appear  in  the  Department,  and  the  Secretary 
would  be  compelled  to  make  annual  reports  of  bisdoiDgs 
to  Cong'ress;  but,  by  shifting  the  employment  of  the 
agent  upon  the  depostte  banks,  this  is  all  evaded;  and 
still  a  hint  from  the  Secretary,  through  a  friend,  would 
be  sufficient  to  control  the  appointment.  Now,  is  this 
rigbt?  Is  it  not  putting  the  banks  in  the  power  of  the 
agent  ?  It  is  granting  him  a  letter  of  marque  and  repri- 
sal upon  the  banks,  which  he  may  plunder  at  pleasure. 

Sir,  it  had  not  been  my  purpose  to  say  any  thing  on 
this  proposition.  In  conclusion,  I  hope  that  those  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  I  bave  heretofore  acted  will  not  vote 


for  either  tbe  resolution  or  the  amendments,  unlev  the 
gentlemai^ from  Virginia  [Mr.  Gaklahs]  will  accept  tbe 
amendment  for  the  appwnlment  of  a  select  committee. 
In  this  form,  1  will  vote  for  the  retolution  with  all  mj 
hearti  and  I  appeal  to  the  geMlenan  to  accept  the 
amendment.  Unlesi  this  !■  done*  the  effect  oTibe  rceo> 
lution  really  will  be  to  smother  and  coneesl,  though  I 
am  sure,  from  the  frank,  bold,  and  manly  beating  irf  that 
gentleman,  such  is  not  his  design. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  said  that  tbe  gentleiDBn 
from  Tennessee  had  done  him  no  more  than  juatice,  in 
expressing  his  belief  that  be  bad  no  desire  to  coneeal 
fraud  or  corruption  in  the  Treasury  Ucpartmeat  or  any 
other.  Wbilat  be  (Mr.  G.)  stood  here  as  the  represent- 
ative of  a  free  and  enlightened  people,  lie  would  never, 
by  any  vote  or  act  of  bis,  attempt  to  conceal  frooi  the 
public  view  any  fraud  or  conuption,  come  in  whatsoev- 
er shape  or  form  it  miglit.  But  when  be  bad  offered  this 
resolution,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  not  in  his 
seat.  At  that  time,  he  (Mr.  G.)  avowed  that  the  only 
object  he  had  in  view  waa  to  elicit  a  nmple  fact  m  rela- 
tion to  a  pending  inquiry,  having  rcferenoc  to  tbe  reve- 
nae  of  the  country.  At  that  lime,  he  bad  not  the  nasi 
remote  idea  that  any  inquiry  in  r^ard  to  B.  M.  Whitney 
and  the  Treasury  Department  would  have  been  ap- 

E ended  to  this  resolution,  no  more  tban  tint  be  abouM 
ave  been  transported  to  tbe  mftoo.  Uii  friend  from 
Virgtuis,  [Mr.  Wisb,]  wbo  was  not  new  tn.his  seat,  had 
submitted  a  resolution,  which  had  been  made  tbe  order  of 
the  day  for  this  day,  involnng  tbu  identical  inqitiry  in  icf^ 
erence  to  this  supposed  agent,  and  tbns  it  would  be  made 
in  two  forms.  But  did  not  the  gentleman  from  Tennca- 
see  recollect  that  when  tbe  resolution  was  presented  at 
the  last  session  of  Congre«s  by  the  gentleman  fraos  Vir* 
ginia,  [Mr.  Wisi,]  he  (Mr.  G.)  bad  voted  in  favor  of  its 
adoption?  Three  times  he  bad  voted  for  similar  inqui- 
ries, and  be  would  continue  to  vote  fur  them  until  dooms- 
day. What  were  the  terms  of  the  present  rcsolntioof 
Certainly  they  were  not  table  to  the  criticism  of  tbe  gciH 
lleman  from  Tennessee.  They  were,  «mply,  that  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  should  inform  the  Houie,  if 
in  his  power  to  do  so,  what  were  the  dividends,  be.  of 
these  banks.  It  was  simply  an  inquiry,  for  it  couU  not 
be  supposed  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  any 
power  to  exact  the  information.  Was  not  thia  the  moat 
respectful  form  in  which  the  inquiry  could  be  addiCs* 
•ed?  Had  a  committee  of  this  House  any  more  powerto 
exsct  the  information -llian  the  Secreury  of  tbe  Treasu- 
ry? Where  was  such  power  derived?  From  tbe  con- 
stitution, or  from  the  bodies  by  whom  these  banks  bsd 
been  incorporated?  He  would  like  to  know  where  the 
power  waa  to  compel  the  banks  to  give  tbe  infbrmatioii. 
But  lie  could  not  suppose  that  any  of  the  deposHe  banks 
would  have  any  interest  in  refuwng  tbe  informaltMi,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  they  would  fumisb  it  to  tbe  SecieHiy 
of  the  Treasury.  I'be  information,  bowcrer,  was  such 
as  ought  to  be  procured. 

In  reference  to  the  amendment,  he  would  not  now 
undertake  to  investigate  the  character  of  Mr.  Whitney. 
That  individual  might  be  all  that  tbe  gentleman  ftm 
Tennessee  seemed  to  suppose,  or  be  might  not  be.  If 
tliese  propositions  for  amendments  bad  reference  pordy 
to  the  investigation  of  R.  M.  Whitney's  character— 
whether  he  was  a  traitor  or  a  perjured  felon— he  (liN 
G.)  should  not  rote  to  employ  the  time  of  tbe  House  M 
of  a  committee  in  such  an  investigation.  It  was  a  subject 
with  which  the  House  had  nothing  to  do.  But  yet,  tbeie 
suspicions,  coming  from  high  sources — from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people — chafing  that  (here  was  an  il- 
legitimate,  illegal,  and  comipl  coaneaion  betwera 
Whitney  and  these  depesile  banks  and  the  Ti  Lssuty 
Uepsrlment,  came  in  a  form  which  be  was  prepared  te 
meet,  and  to  which  be  w»s  prepsred  J^^^^nfP*' 
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iRTcttigfttion.  And.  if  the  iovestiKation  wm  tllowed, 
wb»t  wrong-  would  thereby  be  done?  There  wu  no  fe»r 
of  the  InDocent  being  made  guilty  by  inTettintioii.  Vir* 
tiie,  buaetty.  ud  integrity,  lought  and  deiired  no  eon> 
cealment.  Truth*  when  oiwdomedf  vu  most  adorned. 
He  believed  that  no  such  improper  connexion  existed; 
it  was,  however,  a  matter  of  opinion.  Still,  when  an  in- 
veatigalioo  was  urged  on  this  floor,  when  it  vaa  urged 
from  all  quarters  of  the  country,  it  was  due  to  the  Gov- 
emmeirt,  to  the  people,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  himself,  that  the  inquiry  should  not  be  with' 
beld.  If  any  one  was  guilty,  and  if  any  improper  con- 
nexion existed,  it  would  tbcn  be  npoied  to  public  view; 
fraud  or  corruption,  if  any,  diould  be  exposed,  and  the 
officer  guilty  of  it  removed  from  public  trust.  But  if  the 
penona  charged  should  be  found  innocent,  the  responsi< 
bilily  would  rest  on  the  accusers.  They  bad  made  the 
chargrst  and  if  those  charges  were  shown  to  be  without 
foundation,  the  innocent  man  would  be  reinstated  in  pub- 
lic confidence,  because  he  had  passed  the  fiery  ordeal, 
aitd  had  come  out  pure  and  uncorrupted. 

He  wouM  appeal,  theiit  to  the  pMitioal  friends  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  this  floor,  to  meet  this  in- 
quiry ill  the  broadest  form  in  which  it  could  be  present- 
ed. The  Secretary,  conscious  of  his  innocence,  would 
not  shrink  from  investigation.  Let  the  Hoose  reflect  oo 
the  consequences  of  such  charges  remaining  unanswered. 
To  them  was  intrusted  the  preservation  of  our  free  in- 
•titations,  and  the  protection  of  the  liberties  of  ihe 
ABDeriean  peoplei  and  upon  (be  purity  with  which  tlie 
Iftwa  vet-e  administered  depended  their  perpetuity.  Tike 
Qovernment,  and  thoee  who  goremed,  should,  like 
Caesar's  wife,  be  not  only  innocent,  bat  unsuspected; 
and  when  even  a  suspicion  of  impropriety  was  thrown 
upon  them,  if  substantiated,  let  them  be  driven  back  as 
the  gloom  of  night  is  driven  before  the  rsys  of  the  rising 
sun.  Let  this  House,  then,  inquire  who  this  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  is.  He  (Mr.  G.)  believed  every  thing  was 
right;  if  not,  let  the  vrong  be  exposed.  Let  the  inves- 
tigation take  place,  and  facta  mi^t  then  be  brought  (o 
light,  not  of  a  one-sided  or  psrtissn  character,  but,  as  in 
a  court  of  justice,  both  sides  would  be  heard,  and  so  the 
truth  might  be  known. 

Mr.  0.  then  intimated  his  desire  to  modify  his  resolu- 
tioni  when 

Mr.  HAHLAN  withdrew  his  amendment;  consequent- 
ly the  amendment  of  Mr.  Vinimron  fellt  so  tint  the 
resolution  waa  before  the  House  in  its  original  form.  i 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  then  submitted  the  fol-  ' 
lowing,  as  a  modification  of  bis  resolution: 

Betohed,  That  a  committee  of  nine  members  be  ap- 
pointed, whoae  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  whether  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  depoeite  of  the  public 
money  have  all,  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or  several  con- 
tract, employed  an  agent  to  reside  at  the  seat  uf  Qovern- 
ment, to  Iraanet  their  business  with  the  Treasury  De- 
parlmenti  what  is  the  character  of  the  bu^nesa  which  he 
is  so  employed  to  transact,  ami  what  compensation  he 
receives;  whether  said  sgent,  if  there  be  one,  lias  been 
employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procurement 
of  the  Treasury  Departmeni;  whether  the  business  of 
the  Treasunr  Department  with  said  banks  is  conducted 
through  said  agentt  and  whether,  in  the  transaction  of 
any  buanesa  confided  to  sai<l  agent,  he  receives  any  com- 
penaation  from  the  Treasury  Uepartmenff  and  that  said 
commiitee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers, 
if  they  deem  it  necessary. 

Hesokid,  That  the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury  commu- 
nicate to  this  House,  if  within  his  power,  a  slaiement  of 
the  dividends  and  lurplttses  which  were  declared  by,  and 
the  surpluses  and  contingent  funds  remaining  in,  the 
several  banks  in  which  the  public  ntoney  is  deposited,  for 
the  years  1833,  1834,  1835,  and  183€»  severally. 


Mr.  HcKAY  then  submitted  the  following  amendment, 
to  come  in  as  a  second  resolution: 

Retolsedt  further.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
report  the  average  amount  of  public  moneys  each  of  said 
banks  has  had  on  drposite  on  the  first  day  of  each  quar. 
ter,  in  the  aforesaid  year^  respectively,  together  with 
any  other  information  which  will  show  what  proportion 
of  said  dividends  and  surpluses  has  been  derived  by  the 
said  banks  fur  the  use  of  the  public  money;  also,  as  far 
as  it  can  be  ascertained,  whtt  have  been  the  dividends 
and  surpluses  of  an  equal  number  of  the  banks  than 
those  that  have  the  public  moneys,  fur  the  last  two  years. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  accepted  Ibis  amend- 
ment, as  a  modification  of  bis  resolutions. 

Mr.  G.VRLAND,  of  Louisiana,  then  moved  to  strike 
out  of  the  second  resolution  the  word  "  averagr,"  and 
insert  the  word  "  actual,"  so  as  to  make  it  read  >*  actual 
amount  of  public  moneys,"  &c.;  which  motion,  after 
some  explanation  by  Mr.  G.  and  Mr.  HcKAY,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  to  strike  out  of  Ihe  first  res- 
olution, after  the  words  **and  that  said  committee  have 
power  to  tend  for  peraons  and  papery"  the  words  *'  If 
ihry  deem  it  necessary  to  do  so.'* 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Viiginia,  accepted  this  as  a  mod- 
ification. 

Mr.  ADAMS  thru  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  the  question  separately  on  each  reso- 
lution. 

The  firbt  and  second  resolutions  were  then  agreed  lo 
without  a  divirion. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  theyeaa 
and  nays  on  the  third  resolBlion;  which  were  ordered, 
and  the  resolution  adopted  unanimoudy. 

EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  called  for,  the  CHAIR 
announced  the  resolution  originally  submitted  by  Mr. 
WiBv,  and  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  proponng  an  inquiry  into 
the  executive  departments,  and  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
PaiRca,  of  Rhode  Island,  as  given  below. 

Mr.  HANNRGAN  remarked,  that  as  the  hour  waa 
late,  and  as  Ihe  Western  Slates  had  heretofore  been  ex- 
cluded from  Ihe  opportunity  of  offering  reiolutions,  be 
moved  to  postpone  the  subject  till  to-morrow  fur  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  PICKKNS,  who  was  entitled  to  Ihe  floor,  said 
he  had  no  particular  objection  to  postpone  the  suhject 
for  one  day,  for  the  reason  urged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  provided  it  was  understood  tl>at  it  be  made  the 
special  order  for  to-morrow.  He  added  that  he  had  no 
wish,  on  his  own  part, that  it  should  be  postponed  a  mo- 
ment lunger,  nor  would  he  be  instrumental  in  having  it 
■o,  for  he  was  quite  prepared  to  go  on. 

Mr.  JARVI8  hoped  it  would  not  be  postponed.  Un- 
leas  the  retolutiona  were  merely  intended  as  a  peg  to 
hang  speeches  upon,  there  was  no  use  in  postponing 
them;  for  if  it  was  intended  lo  raise  the  proposed  com- 
mittee, there  was  no  time  to  spare. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost,  and  Ihe  resolutions 
were  then  read. 

The  first,  as  reported  from  the  Commtllee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  waa  as  follows: 

"JSaoitedt  Tliat  so  much  of  the  President's  message  aa 
relates  lo  the  'condition  of  the  various  executive  de- 
partments, the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they 
have  been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge 
of  the  public  business  in  all  uf  there,  and  the  causes  of 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  uf  their  creation,'  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  commitlee,  loconsist  of  nine  members, 
with  power  to  Knd  rui^TiMi>iartd^aper)>^^nd  with  in- 
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structiona  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  vanous  ex- 
ecutive departments,  Ibe  ability  and  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  public  buiinns  has  been  dtacbarged  in  all  of 
tbem,  »nd  mto  til  cauaes  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter, 
at  the  manner  In  which  said  department!,  or  their  ba> 
ream  or  offcea,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents  of  every 
description  whatever,  dirpclly  or  indirectly  connected 
with  Ihemin  any  manner,  ofiicially  or  unofficially,  in  duties 
pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled  or  failed 
to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation,  or  have  vi- 
olated their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  impaired  the 
public  service  and  interesti  and  that  nid  eommitlee,  id 
its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  aueh  periods  of  time  as  to 
them  may  seem  expedient  and  proper." 

The  question  pending  yttn  tiie  following  amendment, 
moved  by  Mr.  Psabce,  of  Rhode  lalsind.  Strike  out 
all  after  Uie  word  "  resolved,"  and  insert  the  following: 

*<  That  so  much  of  the  Fresideul'a  message  ai  is  in  the 
following  words,  to  wii:  •  Before  concluding  tliis  paper, 
1  think  it  is  due  to  the  various  executive  departmenls  to 
bear  testimony  to  their  proqierous  condition,  and  to  the 
ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conduct* 
ed.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a  vigi- 
lant and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  business}  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  me  tn  believe  that  there  is  no  just  cause 
of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation,*  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee  of  nine  members,  with  in- 
structions to  inquire  into  any  speciRc  causes  of  com- 
plaint which  may  be  alleged  against  the  integrity  of  the 
administration  of  any  of  the  departments  or  their  bu- 
reaus, of  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  with  which  their  du- 
ties have  been  dischargedt  and  that  said  committee  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers," 

Mr.  PICKENS  observed  that  it  had  not  been  original- 
ly his  intention,  when  this  resolution  was  first  brought  be- 
fore the  House  by  bis  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisxi] 
to  hsve  taken  any  part  in  the  debate)  but  from  what  he 
had  beard  in  the  course  of  tb'n  important  discussion,  the 
strange  and  he  must  say  monstrous  doctrine*  which  he 
had  heard  advanced  by  the  supporters  of  the  adminialra- 
tiun,  he  had  been  led  to  change  his  original  intention, 
and  would  now,  therefore,  olfer  a  few  observations  on 
this  Bubjec*. 

In  opposition  to  the  resolution  which  calls  fur  a  select 
committee,  with  power  to  make  a  thorough  investigation 
into  the  conduct  of  the  departments,  we  have  been  told 
that  there  are  already  stnading  committees  in  existence, 
constituted  by  this  House,  with  full  powers  to  make  all 
the  investigations  which  are  proposed  by  this  resolution. 
I^t  sny  gentleman  (said  Mr.  P.)  read  the  rules  and  the 
duties  assigned  to  those  committees,  and  I  put  it  to  this 
House  if  such  an  asseveration  is  any  thing  else  but  a  shal- 
low and  flimsy  pretext,  brought  forward  with  the  Aeiti^a 
of  disgui^ng  and  covering  an  unworthy  vote  against  ihe 
appmntment  of  ihe  select  committee  called  for  by  the 
original  resolution. 

The  duties  of  the  standing  committers  of  the  House 
are  to  investigate  accminis,  to  inquire  into  the  varinus 
cxpen<liture8  of  the  ditfdrent  departments,  of  the  dis- 
bursements made,  and  the  vouchers  of  our  public  officer*, 
&c.  1'hey  were  never  intended  to  embrace  such  obJi-'Cts 
as  are  contemplated  in  the  resolution  of  the  genll«man 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wias.]  These  standing  committees 
never  supposed  it  to  be  within  their  range  of  duties  to 
iiiveNtigate  (lie  transact ioilf  of  your  officers  with  the  land 
speculations  of  the  country,  or  that  stupendous  tissue  of 
fraud,  peeuUliun,  and  vallany,  connected  with  your  In- 
dian agencies,  Indian  reservaiion*,  their  locations  and 
transfers,  which,  if  ever  fully  revealed,  will  develop  a 
nystein  of  legalized  crime  and  plunder  utterly  di^raee- 
fiiltu  any  civilized  Government.   Boside-'i  all  those  iranc  i 


actions  connected  with  the  deposite  banks  and  ibeir 
agents,  so  full  of  suspicion,  come  peculiarly  umler  the 
cognizance  of  a  select  committee,  with  the  power  to  eend 
for  persons  and  papers^  which  power  is  not  given  to  the 
standing  committees  of  die  House. 

But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  amongat  the  vanous  efforts  and 
pretexts  ingeniously  raised  to  smother  the  inquiry  now 
called  for,  there  was  one  argument,  if  it  can  be  called 
such,  that  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  [Hr. 
HiLKif,]  which  excited  in  him  the  profoundesl  astonish- 
ment and  surprise.  That  gentleman  intimated  Ibst  the 
demand  for  a  select  comnuttee  to  inquire  into  the  de- 
partments, lo  send  for  persons  and  papers,  aod  to  probe 
into  the  dark  deeds  of.  unfi^bful  public  agents,  is  uBOea* 
st'ijutional!  He  [Ur.  Haur]  saya  that  this  proceeding  is 
to  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  general  search  warrant! 
and  therefore  argues  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  oooati- 
tution! 

Hr.  P.  then  read  the  clause  in  the  amendments  to  the 
constitution  on  that  point,  as  follows:  '*  The  right  of  Ibe 
people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons^  bouses,  papers, 
and  effects,  against  unreasomdile  sesrebes  and  seiaurc% 
shall  not  be  viohtedi  and  no  warrant  sbatt  iasue  but 
upon  probable  cause,  supported  by  oatb  or  aSinnation, 
and  particularly  describing  the  place  to  ba  searctied 
snd  the  person  or  thing  to  be  seized."  Now,  air,  (sud 
Mr.  P.,)  since  Ihe  time  when  Algernon  Sidney  had  baa 
private  pspers  in  his  private  apartments  searched,  be> 
cause  thry  were  supposed  to  contain  treason  wmiDst  a 
auspicious-  snd  arbitrary  Government,  such  so  kieft  as  is 
now  attempted  to  be  extorted  from  this  clause  in  the 
constitution,  he  would  venture  lo  say,  bsd  never  entered 
into  the  mind  of  any  man.  So,  then,  according  to  thia 
perverted  and  strange  interpretation,  that  great  princi- 
ple, incorpiirated  into  the  system  of  English  liberty,  and 
transferred  to  our  constitution,  whieb  was  intended  to 
raise  a  shield  over  the  rights  of  private  citizens  agunit 
the  lawless  aearcli  of  a  usurping  snd  dcspoUc-  Gorem- 
ment,  is  now  to  be  understood  as  inlcnided  and  designrd 
to  protect  and  screen  a  bad  Government  and  ita  evil 
agents  in  deeds  of  fraud,  corruption,  and  malvenation. 
VcB,  sir,  (said  Hr.  P.,)  this  clause  in  your  constitution, 
according  to  learned  commentators  of  these  profligate 
times,  is  not  intended  to  protect  the  people  against  en- 
croachments of  a  harassing  Government,  but  to  cover 
Government  from  the  scrutinizing  inquiries  of  a  free 
people!  Itisaclause  intended  to  shield  the  ofBcersof 
a  corrupt  dynasty  in  their  abandoned  career  of  fraud  aad 
peculation,  but  not  designed  to  protect  private  citizens 
against  espriciotis  and  unwarrantable  search  into  their 
private  dwellings  and  private  paper»!  Surely  such  an 
idea  as  this  couid  never  enter  the  mind  of  any  msn,  ex- 
cept one  who  had  bowed  Ihe  knee  of  sycophancy  so  long 
before  the  throne  of  power  that  his  heart  was  prepared 
to  worship  at  the  shrine  of  any  image  which  bis  master 
might  hold  up  as  the  popular  idol  oTtlie  day. 

Sir,  (said  We.  V.,)  it  is  the  first  thue  in  my  life  that  I 
ever  heard  that  the  papers,  records,  and  documents,  of 
public  offices,  and  of  the  officers,  were  to  be  viewed  as 
private  property,  belonging  to  private  individuals,  and, 
as  such,  to  be  exempted  from  inquiry  and  invealigmtioii. 
Such  a  doctrine  he  confessed  was  new  to  him*  it  is  a  doc- 
trine directly  at  war  with  libertyt  it  is  a  doctrine  cska- 
lated  to  lead  to  the  roost  monstrous  and  fatal  rrsoKa. 
And  it*  this  is  to  be  the  doctrine  practised  upon  by  Ibe 
coming  administration,  it  is  full  time  that  a  deceived 
country  should  know  it.  No,  air;  all  the  papers  and  doc* 
umente,  all  the  ofltcea  of  this  Government,  are  notpri* 
vatet  they  belong  not  to  private  gentlemen,  they  are  not 
sheltered  by  the  constitution  from  investigation)  Ibcy 
are  the  properly  of  the  confederacy,  and  the  rigbt  over 
them,  the  right  to  search,  the  right  of  tjiorou||£jnfesli> 
gallon,  belongs  to  this  ^Wuae,  i)elong^W«^W»  repcc- 
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tentRlivrs  oF  t  Tree  people.  We  t1«nd  here  ta  Kuirdlans 
of  popular  righit;  ai  a  co-ordinate  and  independent 
branch  of  ihis  Governmenti  and  we  are  bate  iraitora  to 
our  country  if  we  diminisli  or  weaken  our  rifj^hts,  if  we 
abandon  the  proud  prerogatives  piarantied  to  us  under 
the  eoralitution  we  have  sworn  to  defend. 

Affun,  sir:  the  amendment  to  this  resolution  which 
has  been  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
[Mr.  D.  J.  PtASCK]  has  not  excited  leas  surprise  and 
astonishment  in  my  mind  than  (be  doctrine  I  hare  just 
Adverted  to.  Mr.  P.  said  he  could  view  that  amend- 
ment as  nothing  more  thin  a  pretext  to  shield  the  per- 
petratOTB  of  fraud  against  all  inquiry  and  discovery  by 
the  people.  If  (said  Hr.  P.)  I  was  not  mistaken  in 
what  that  gentleman  maintained.  I  understood  him  to 
a«y  that  the  officers  of  the  Government  are  agentt  of  the 
Executive;  that  tliey  are  responsible  alone  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive; and  that  he  (the  Executive)  is  responsible  to 
the  American  penpte,  and  may  be  impeached  before  the 
Senate  by  the  vote  of  tiiis  Hnuse.  fiucli,  in  stibstance, 
was  the  atvuroent  of  the  gentleman.  According  to  this 
doctrine,  the  people,  by  their  representatives!  have  no 
control  whatever  over  the  otBcers  of  the  Government; 
they  are  independent  of  the  people,  diaiinci  from  the 
people,  and  removed  mit  of  our  reach  and  out  of  our 
power.  But  I  would  have  lliat  genlleman  to  know  that 
we,  as  well  as  the  officers  of  the  Government,  conilitule 
ft  part  of  the  Government;  we,  the  representatives  of 
tlie  people,  create  by  statutes  these  offices,  and  define 
the  duties  of  the  officers;  we  fix  and  pay  their  aslarieai 
thry  are  officers  of  tbta  House  as  well  as  of  the  Execu- 
tive himself,  created  by  our  authority,  and  amenable  to 
us  for  all  their  conduct.  I  know  that,  for  the  last  six  or 
eight  years,  the  contrary  doctrine  has  been  inculcated 
and  enforcedt  this  House  has  only  been  considered  as  a 
part  of  the  Kxecutive,  whose  only  duty  was  to  record 
the  edicts  of  royalty,  or  give  sanction  to  its  wishes. 
There  can  be  no  more  certain  evidence  of  the  decay  of 
1h^  republic,  than  for  this  House  to  sleep  upon  its 
lirivil^gea,  and  quietly  acquiesce  under  the  accumuta< 
tion  of  executive  power.  But,  sir,  1  call  upon  every 
gentleman  who  feels  himself  to  be  a  freeman,  the  rep- 
resentative or  a  free  people,  not  lo  sbsndun  their  proud 
prerogative,  but  to  claim  the  high  character  and  privi- 
lege of  this  House  to  know  their  power,  am)  to  have  the 
independence  lo  assert  it.  Yes,  sir,  I  invoke  the  spirit 
of  the  entombed  constitution  to  preside  over  and  guard 
tbe  power  and  the  privilegca  of  this  House.  I  am  utterly 
oppwed  to  this  modern  doctrine,  wliich  makes  us  the 
mere  agents  of  the  Executive,  a  secondary  branch  of  the 
Government  only  1  If  we  are  indeed  thus  prostituted, 
lost,  and  humbled;  if  we  have  ceased  to  be  what  the 
constitution  intendeil,  it  is  time  that  we  should  know  it. 
If  we  are  used  merely  to  play  the  part  of  the  ^Rump 
Parliament,  yielding  up  every  thing  quietly  lo  tKe  will 
of  the  Executive,  shietdin)^  him  and  hit  agents  in  ever^ 
act,  subserving  his  ambition,  and  aiding  him  and  hia 
offieera  to  trample  down  tbe  consecrated  barriers  of 
freedom,  and  lo  pursue,  unchecked,  their  lawless  ca- 
reer, it  ia  time  the  world  should  know  the  infamy  that 
hat  fallen  upon  us! 

The  amendment  of  ihe  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
[Mr.  Pbaxce]  is  merely  a  pretext,  nwde  for  the  purpose 
«f  evading  a  direct  vote  upon  the  original  rrsuluticnt 
that  amendment  provide!  that,  if,  in  the  course  of 
evrntu,  any  cause  for  •  specific  cbar|^  should  ex>si, 
then  tbe  right  of  sending  for  persons  and  papers  shall 
be  given.  We  do  not  stand  in  the  lituation  of  a 
private  citisen  at  issue  with  a  private  ciiizent  we 
are  not  bound  to  make  an  affidavit,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  tearch  warrant;  we  are  not  bound  to  make  spe- 
cific charges,  in  order  to  obtain  permiaeion  for  inveali' 
gation.   Kacli  member  acts  upoo  this  floor  in  hit  offi- 


cial capacity,  and  Is  responsible  before  the  coun- 
try. We  are  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and, 
as  Ihe  source  and  chief  depository  of  power,  we  have 
the  right  to  demand  investigation,  without  assigning 
specific  charges.  We  have  the  right  to  investigate  all 
the  offices  and  papers,  (except,  perhaps,  those  that  can- 
not safely  be  made  public,  relating  to  foreign  diploma- 
cy,) anil  archives  of  the  Government,  and  of  all  its 
agents  in  every  depsrlmentj  and  thia  right  is  eaaential 
to  maintain  the  purity  of  our  Government  and  of  our  in* 
atitutions.  "  But,"  say  the  supporters  of  the  adminis- 
tration, "why  raise  a  select  committee^  Why  incur 
this  expensed"  I  answer,  it  it  not  better  for  them  to  in- 
cur this  expense  ttian  that  ihey  abould  sit  under  the 
suspicion  of  corrupt  conduct  ?  If  the  inveatigatiiMi  should 
bring  nothing  to  light,  will  It  not  then  have  been  better 
for  the  Government,  by  having  had  thia  opportunity  of 
showing  its  purity  and  establishing  its  character'  Will 
it  not  look  better  to  suffer  this  investigation  to  take 
place  than  to  let  suspicion  spread,  by  suffering  charges 
of  such  serious  character  to  pass  by  unmet  and  unre- 
pel  led? 

Mr.  P.  said  be  was  not  one  of  those  demagoguea  whose 
mouths  are  ever  pouring  forth  declarations  of  their  at- 
tachment to  the  people,  but  I  confess  1  am  democrat 
enough  to  proclaim  our  rights  in  opposition  to  the  insid- 
ious encroachments  of  Government.  I  avow  that  I  am 
for  the  power  and  the  Hghls  of  Jhe  people  being  felt 
practically  in  thia  Governmenti  while  those  who  are  al- 
ways declaiming  for  those  rights  seem  to  come  here  but 
to  smother  and  suppress  them.  They  profess  to  be  the 
advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  while  they  are  all  found 
arrayed  in  close  phalanx  on  the  side  of  power,  pouring 
out  eiitugies  upon  the  administration,  acreening  its  offi- 
cers, justifying  acts  of  fraud  and  corruption,  and  oppo- 
sing the  people  in  their  demand  for  inquiry  and  invesli- 
gsiion!  Though  the  party  to  which  I  have  the  honor  of 
belonging  has  been  stigmatized  and  traduced  as  Ihe  en- 
emy of  popular  rights,  I  profeM,  sir,  my  atltchment  to 
them.  I  aiow  undying  devotion  lo  the  libcrtiea  of  my 
country,  and  I  hope  yet  to  live  to  see  the  day  when  tbe 
rights  of  the  people,  tbe  rights  and  power  of  this  House, 
shall  no  longer  be  trampled  under  foot  by  base  subser- 
viency to  executive  power  by  those  who  bow  the  knee 
to  its  mandates,  and  crowd  in  eager  anxiety  to  beg  the 
cnimbs  that  fall  from  the  table  of  a  royal  matter. 

Te<i,  sir,  (continued  Mr.  P.,)  t  hope  to  live  to  see  the 
day  when  tbe  doctrines  we  have  heard  asserted  on  thia 
floor  will  be  lost.and  forgotten  amid  Ihe  glory  of  purer 
and  brighter  dsya— when  the  representalives  of  the  peo- 
ple shall  have  their  rights  and  proudly  mainUin  their  au- 
thurtly  under  the  con%titution — when  pilgrims'and  vota- 
ries of  liberty  from  every  quarter  of  the  oppressed  earth 
shall  gather  together  here,  and  bow  in  reverence  before 
that  monument  which  a  free  people  shall  raise,  whose 
noble  shaft  shall  pierce  tbe  very  beiveos,  reflecting  back, 
from  its  broad  and  radiant  surface,  the  light  of  everlsat- 
ing  truth  and  the  beams  of  universal  freedom! 

Mr.  speaker,  (continued  Mr.  P.,)  1  cannot  refrain 
from  declaring  the  profound  astonishment  with  which  I 
listened  to  the  extraordinary  facts  related  on  thia  floor 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  [Mr.  Pkitos,]  in  rela- 
tion lo  the  electioneering  campaign  made  by  the  Presi* 
,  dent  last  summer  through  the  Western  country.  We 
have  heard  that  he  has  been  xealously  engaged  in  the 
work  of  securing  a  successor  to  his  power  and  authority. 
We  heard  of  hia  interference  in  this  matter,  of  his  labors 
and  undignified  speeches  in  the  contemptible  work  of 
raising  into  power  one  who  livid  by  fawning.tipnn  his 
hand.  Mortifying  and  disgusting  as  these  facts  are,  not 
less  astonishing  did  it  appear  to  me,  when  in  answer  lo 
them  we  heard  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Glas- 
cock] and  the  gentleman  from  Louiiian^Mr.  RiriKv] 


1231 


GALES  Sl  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


H.  or  R.)  Exreuiive  Adminiitration.  [Jav.  3,  1837. 


riH  In  their  Kata,  %nd,  intteadof  offering  apology  or  de- 
nial, exert  themselvei  to  justify  and  vindicate  the  inter- 
Terence.  Sir,  i  well  remember  the  <*  Gwinn  lelter," 
which  indirectly  ordered  the  Rutkerized  convention  at 
Ualtimore  to  do  the  bidding  of  a  master.  I  knew  well 
that  the  successor  had  been  appointed,  but  I  did  not 
know,  I  did  not  believe,  that  [  ahould  see  the  day  when 
a  repreaentative  of  a  Free  but  betrayed  people  would 
rise  in  bis  place  in  this  Hoiuei  and  TindUxte  aueh  ap* 
pointment. 

We  are  told,  in  apology  Tor  an  interference  as  uncon- 
stitutional as  it  baa  been  undisguised  and  shameless,  that 
the  Presidenthas  a  right  tospeakhisown  opinions,  "thai 
be  is  a  free  man  as  well  as  any  other  citizen,"  "that  he 
is  a  man  who  was  never  known  to  hesitate  in  the  frank 
assertion  oThia  opinion,"  &c.  The  private  opinion  of 
the  President  is  one  thing,  the  public  declaration  of  his 
wishes  is  another.  Whenever  his  opinion,  whatever  it 
may  be,  be  It  private  or  be  it  public,  is  sustained  with  all 
the  power  and  influence  of  ofBce,  is  enfurced  from  cab- 
inet ministers  down  to  at)  the  petty  holders  of  office,  is 
proclaimed  and  preached  by  menial  sycophants  snd  a  sub- 
sidized press,  noluriously  under  the  dictation  of  power , 
then,  sir,  the  President's  private  opinion  and  preference 
become  a  lav  to  «  hundred  tliouaand  meroenary  follow* 
ers,  who  live  upon  his  will. 

Every  penpir,  from  their  hiatory  and  education,  have 
a  peculiar  criterion  by  which  to  Judge  of  liberty.  In 
England,  an  idiot  or  a  knave  may  swsy  the  sceptre  of 
empire  by  the  law  of  legitimacy,  and  the  plumes  of  a 
titled  nobility  may  wave  over  stars  and  garters,  and  yet 
the  Englishman  may  proudly  claim  tn  be  a  freeman;  and 
wfey^  Because  these  things  are  sustained  by  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  British  constitution,  as  part  of 
their  authorized  and  lawful  Government.  But  when 
Cromwell  raised  his  Government  over  the  ruins  of  the 
British  constitution,  and  against  (he  fundamental  laws  uf 
the  empire,  although  he  added  to  the  glory  and  ihe 
power  of  the  Britrsh  name,  yet  he  wai  a  dictator,  antl 
the  people  were  slaves  so  long  as  they  acquiesced  in  the 
usurpation.  So  it  is  here.  We  live  in  a  land  of  consti- 
tutional law,  every  principle  of  which  sustains  the  free* 
dom  of  the  elective  franchise,  from  the  highest  to  Ihe 
lowest.  If  this  great  principle  of  American  liberty  be 
vioUted  and  deRed  by  executive  dictation,  no  matter 
what  character  is  raised  up  as  the  successor  of  power 
under  such  a  dynasty,  we  are  slaves  and  dastards  if  we 
tamely  acquiesce.  As  far  as  practical  liberty  is  concern- 
ed, there  is  no  difference  in  effect,  as  to  the  people  in- 
terested, between  the  Government  of  him  who  cumea  in, 
trampling  over  the  freedom  of  election  through  dicta- 
tion, bribery,  and  fraud,  and  he  whfl  eomea  into  power 
waving  over  the  desolated  fields  of  his  country  the 
bloody  sword  uf  a  conqueror  and  usurper.  As  to  all 
practical  effirct!),  they  are  the  same. 

la  there  any  man  in  this  House  who  does  not  know  that 
the  President  elect  cuuld  not  have  been  chosen  but  by  the 
direct  influence  and  interference  of  tbe  President'  Let  no 
man  say  there  is  no  proof  of  this  interference.  Independ- 
ent of  the  fiicla  stated  by  my  friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Pkttok,]  and  the  published  letters,  toasts,  E;,c.,  of  the 
President  himself,  I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  this 
House,  and  of  this  country,  to  some  facts  upon  which  I 
would  dtsfy  any  sworn  jury  of  freemen  on  earth  to  bring 
in  a  verdict  of  *'  not  guiliy."  I  wilt  introduce  a  witness 
against  whom  hirelings  have  poured  out  their  malignity 
and  calumny,  but  whose  veracity  and  private  integrity  no 
man  dare  impeach.  I  will  give  the  language  of  the  dis- 
t  inguished  Senator  from  Tennessee,  [Judge  Whitb,]  as 
it  is  published  in  his  speech  at  Knuxville  last  summer. 
When  the  President  was  on  a  visit  to  Tennessee,  in  the 
summer  of  1834,  and  "  aRer  the  rise  of  the  Stale  con- 
vention, many  members  wished  to  nominate  me  for  tbe 


prendency,  but  abandoned  the  attempt  after  they  in- 
derstood  that  it  would  incur  the  President's  dispUeaure. 
On.his  journey  to  Washington,  the  President  converaed 
freely  with  some  of  my  friends,  and  remonstnted  agsiiiat 
any  attempt  to  nominate  me^  said  there  must  be  a  ■•- 
tional  convention,  and  Hr.  Van  Buren  ought  to  be  fiOB> 
inated  fur  the  presidency,  and  I  for  the  vice  preatdea. 
cyi  Md,  when  his  eight  yeara  were  expired,  tost  1  waa 
young  enough  then  to  he  taken  up  as  PrendcnL"  *  *  * 
"  After  I  gave  my  consent  to  the  people  to  run*  and 
fore  the  meeting  of  the  Baltimore  ceaTentioB,  I  waa  re- 
peatedly forewarned  what  I  might  expect  if  my  name 
was  not  withdrawn,"  &c. 

Such  are  the  unvarnished  facts  of  the  case .  And  who 
is  there  bold  enough  to  deny  that  the  Preaident  baa  in- 
terfered?  Sir,  the  facts  arc  beyond  the  posaibifity  of 
denial,  that  he  has  openly  inlerfeKd,  and  used  bi«  power 
and  authority  to  nominate  his  sueeenor,  and  to  do  it  by 
bar^in  and  arrangement.  Every  paltry  intrigue  aed 
profligate  proposition  have  been  used  and  entployed  lo 
eflTeet  this  purpose.  The  chief  offices  of  ibe  republic 
have  been  bartered  away,  and  the  President,  throegk 
the  tremendous  power  and  patronage  of  bis  poaitioa,  haa 
called  VDon  a  betrayed  country  to  receive  its  rulers  from 
tbe  hands  of  a  master. 

To  see  the  force  and  bearing  of  these  propoaitieoa 
which  the  President  made,  and  to  ahow  that  be  fuUjr  u^ 
derstood  bis  pontlon  and  iheir  profligate  leadeM^,  1 
will  now  refer  to  a  scene  in  1835,  when  his  predeceawr 
waa  chosen  by  this  House.  In  two  lettera  written  bf 
General  Jackson,  the  one  dated  June  5,  1837,  and  Ibt 
other  dated  July  18,  we  have  the  following  exlraorJina 
ry  development: 

'■Early  in  January,  1835,  a  member  of  Congresa  of 
high  respectability  visited  me  [General  Jaekaen]  one 
morning,  and  observed  that  be  had  a  communication  be 
was  desirous  to  make  to  met  that  h«  waa  informed  there 
was  a  great  intrigue  going  on,  and  that  it  waa  right  I 
khould  be  informed  of  itj  \how  very  kind/]  thai  he  came 
as  a  friendt  and  let  me  receive  the  communicaiion  as  I 
might,  the  friendly  motives  through  which  it  waa  made, 
he  hoped,  would  prerent  any  change  of  friendalM  or 
feeling  with  regard  to  him.  To  wfaieb  1  replied,  mM 
his  high  alanding  aa  a  gentleman  and  member  of  Con* 
gress,  and  from  his  uniform  friendly  and  gentkmanly 
conduct  towards  myself,  I  could  not  suppoae  be  would 
make  any  communication  to  me  which  be  auppoaed  wsa 
improper.  Therefore,  his  motives  being  pure.  Id  me 
think  as  I  might  of  the  commuhication,  my  feelinga  to- 
wards him  would  remain  unaltered.    The  gentleman 

ftroceeded.  He  said  he  had  been  inf^FOwd  by  the 
riends  of  Mr.  Clay  that  tbe  friends  of  Mr.  Adama  bad 
made  overtures  to  them,  saying,  if  Mr.  Clay  and  bia 
friends  would  unite  in  aid  of  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams^ 
Mr.  Clay  should  be  Secretary  of  State.  That  the  frieada 
of  Hr.  Adams  were  urging,  as  a  reason  to  induce  tbe 
friends  of  Mr.  Clay  to  accede  to  iheir  proposition,  ibat, 
if  I  was  elected  PrAident,  Hr.  Adams  would  be  contin- 
ued Secretary  of  Slate.  [*  Inuepdo,  there  would  be  no 
room  for  Kentucky.']  That  the  friend*  of  Hr.  Clay  «»■ 
ted  that  the  West  did  not  wish  to  separate  frtxn  tbe 
West;  and  if  I  would  say,  or  permit  any  of  my  coofi- 
deniial  friends  to  say,  that,  in  case  I  was  elected  Prca- 
dent,  Mr.  Adams  should  not  be  continued  Secretary  of 
State,  by  a  complete  union  of  Mr.  Clay  and  hia  friends^ 
they  would  put  an  end  to  the  presidential  contest  in  oee 
hour.  And  he  was  of  opinion  it  was  right  to  fight  sitd 
intriguers  with  their  own  weapons.  To  which,  in  nb- 
stsnce,  I  replied,  that  in  politics,  as  in  every  thing  eb^ 
my  guide  waa  principlej  and,  contrary  to  the  expieMed 
and  unbiased  will  of  the  people,  or  the^  conatiluted 
agents,  1  never  would  step  into  the^preaideotial  cbain 
and  requeated  him  to  !9^it^c^lBO(>^P^^ 
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(fur  1  did  fliippoae  he  bad  come  from  Mr.  Cby,  thouKli 
he  used  the  term  of  Mr.  City*!  friends,)  that  before  i 
would  reach  the  presidential  chair  by  such  mevia  of 
bati(iin  and  corruption,  I  woald  see  thie  earth  open  and 
awallo«  both  Hr.  CUy  and  bis  friends,  and  myself  with 
them.  This  disclosure  was  mtide  to  me  by  Mr.  James 
Buchanan,  a  memher  of  Con^fress  from  Pennsylvania,  a 
^ntleman  of  the  first  respectability  and  intelligence. 

*'  The-evening  before  he  bad  communicated,  substan- 
tially, the  same  proposition  to  ISajor  Baton,  my  col- 
league in  the  Senate,  [How  did  the  General  know  that.'] 
witb  a  desire,  varmly  manifested,  that  he  should  com- 
municate with  me,  and  aitcertain  my  vie vs  en  the  subjeet. 
This  be  declined  doing-,  suggesting  to  Mr.  Buchanan 
thit  he,  as  well  as  himself,  could  converse  with  me,  and 
Mcerlain  my  views  on  the  matter;  though,  from  his 
knowledge  of  me,  he  thought  that  he  could  well  con- 
jecture my  answer—that  I  would  enter  inio  no  engsfre- 
inents  whatever.  To  be  fbus  approached  hfk  gentle- 
man of  Mr.  Buchanan's  h^  character  and  standing, 
w'AU  an  apology  profFered  at  the  time  for  what  he  was 
about  to  remark  to  me;  one  who,  as  I  understood,  had 
ftlwajrs  lo  that  moment  been  on  faiiilisr  and  friendly 
terms  with  Hr.  CUy,  assuring  me  that  on  certain  terms 
and  conditions  being  assented  to  on  my  part,  '  (hen,  by 
a  union  of  Ur.  Clay  and  his  friends,  they  would  put  an 
end  to  the  presidential  contest  in  one  hour,'  what  other 
conclusion  or  inference  was  to  be  made  than  that  he  spoke 
by  authority  either  of  Ur.  Clay  himself,  or  some  of  hia 
ooniiden'ial  friends^  The  character  of  Hr.  Buchanan 
with  me  forbids  the  idea  that  he  was  aeling  on  his  own 
responsibility,  or  that,  under  any  circunMtancea,  he 
could  have  been  induced  to  propose  an  arrangement  un- 
less possessed  of  aattsfactory  assurances  that,  if  accept- 
ed, it  would  be  carried  fully  into  effect.  A  weak  mind 
would  seldom  or  ever  be  thus  disposed  to  act — an  intel- 
ligent one  never.  Under  all  the  circunwtaiicces  appear- 
ing at  the  time,  I  did  not  resist  the  impression  that  Ur. 
DuohaiMn  had  approached  me  on  the  auttously  submit- 
ted proposition  of  some  authorized  persont  and,  there- 
fore, in  giving  him  my  answer,  did  so,  requesting  him 
'  to  say  to  Mr.  Clay  and  his  friends,'  what  that  answer 
bad  been,"  &c. 

Observe  what  Mr.  Buchanan  says  in  his  letter  of  ex- 
planation, August  ^  1837— 

**  ARer  I  had  Bnislted,  the  General  [Jackson]  declared 
he  htd  not  the  least  objeoiitm  to  answer  my  question, 
that  he  thought  well  of  Mr.  Adams,  but  had  never  uid 
or  intimated  that  he  would  or  that  he  would  not  appoint 
hiin  Secretary  of  Slate.  That  these  were  secrets  he 
would  keep  to  himself;  be  would  conceal  them  from  the 
Tery  hairs  of  his  head.  That  it  he  believed  his  right 
hand  then  knew  what  his  left  would  do  upoii  the  subject 
of  appointments  to  office,  he  would  cut  it  off  and  cast  it 
into  the  fire.  That  if  ever  he  riiould  be  elected  Presi- 
dent, it  should  be  without  solteitttion  atid  without  in- 
trigue," &c. 

Ur.  Speaker,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  expose  contradic- 
tions, or  to  defend  those  against  whom  these  charges 
were  made.  But  I  call  up  these  scenes,  that  the  world  may 
compue  the  mtwk  sentiments  of  sfTectrd  purity  then  ex- 
preMcd  with  the  conduct  and  notorious  facta  of  the 

E resent  day.  And  I  here  take  occa«an  to  say  that,  if  it 
e  true,  as  the  President  states,  that  he  was  approached 
in  January,  1825,  with  such  proposition^  from  a  gentle- 
man who  declar«I  to  him  *<  that  he  thought  it  was  right 
to  Bght  such  intriguers  with  their  own  weapons" — I  say 
if  this  be  true,  it  proclaims  that  he  who  could  avow  so 
base  and  infamous  a  sentiment  was  utterly  destitute  of 
all  true  conceptions  of  private  honor  or  putilic  integrity. 
If  the  President,  in  1835,  had  such  a  high  sense  of 
honor  and  respect  **  for  the  unbiased  will  of  the  peo- 
ple" as  to  refuse  to  let  it  be  known— not  that  he  would 
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appoint  any  particular  individual,  but  th»t  he  would  nut 
appoint  a  certain  gentleman  Secretary  of  State — where 
was  htg  honor,  where  was  his  delicacy,  in  1834,  when 
he  proposed  to  Judge  White  and  <'  his  friends"  to  regu- 
late and  control  the  whole  election  by  a  Rudunz^ 
convention,  and  through  '*  ba^in  and  corruption"  to 
produce  aeqiiieacence  by  offering  himself  the  first  office 
in  the  republic  to  one,  and  reconciling  another  with  the 
second  office'  Little  did  he  think  that,  in  1835,  he  was 
uttering  denunciations  against  his  own  course  in  1834; 
little  did  be  think,  when  he  penned  these  declarations  in 
1837,  that  be  was  writing  epithets  to  be  called  up,  like 
bnming  letters,  over  his  own  conduct  and  character  in 
1836. 

Mr.  Speaker,  (continued  Mr.  P.,)  it  is  with  great  pain 
and  reluctance  that  I  am  compelled  to  speak  of  these 
transactiont  as  I  feel  that  I  ought.  Nothing  could  induce 
me  to  do  so  at  present  but  the  solemn  conviction  that  I 
believe  they  are  deeply  identified  witb  the  liberties  of 
this  country.  I  tpeak  of  the  Prendent  as  officially  con- 
nected  with  the  institutions  of  freedom.  I  scorn  to  ex- 
cuse him,  and  to  hold  up  his  minions  and  understrappers 
for  responkibility  and  denunciation.  Ko,  sir;  I  disdain 
to  use  moderate  language.'  I  shall  take  his  own  epithets. 
1  here  then  charge  that  the  President  has  wilfully  and 
openly  interfered  to  appoint  his  successor,  and  that  he 
has  endeavored  to  accomplish  his  object  by  shameless 
"  bargain  and  corruption."  He  has  succeeded,  and, 
now,  standing  on  the  defaced  and  spumed  constitution, 
waves  aloft  the  unrestrained  sceptre  of  empire  over  a 
deceived  and  betrayed  country.  Let  us  be  rich  and 
prosperous;  let  us  be  happy  and  free  from  personal  re- 
straint; let  us  retain  all  the  forms  of  a  republic,  yet  are 
we  staves,  and  history  will  hold  up  our  infamy  and  deg- 
radation, if  we  acquiesce  and  submit  to  this  Ia«leB9 
dictation.  Rome  still  retained  the  furms  of  a  republic, 
long  after  her  conquering  generals  from  devastated 
provinces  brought  in  the  plunder  of  sacked  cities  to 
be  divided  amongst  those  who  were  styled  "  Roman  citi- 
zens." Iler  people  still  nominally  elected  their  tribune, 
long  after  the  very  sources  of  powt^r  had  been  cnrnipted 
and  piilluted  by  the  bribery  and  profligacy  of  captivating 
chieis  and  abandoned  demagogues.  These  tribunes, 
who  were  at  first  elected  to  defend,  as  they  nobly  did, 
popular  rights,  afterwards  became  prostituted,  ami,  al- 
though ostensibly  appointed  still  by  the  people,  yet  ibey 
knew  the  hand  of  their  master,  and  nrosti-atcd  the 
liberties  of  their  country  before  his  will.  They  were 
arranged  and  appointed  beforehand  by  those  who  held 
the  power  of  the  republic.  We,  too,  may  still  boast  the 
forms  of  a  free  people,  and  long  preserve  them.  We 
have  seen  the  nomination  and  appointment  ofa  successor 
to  the  Chief  Executive;  we  have  witnessed  the  success  of 
that  appmntment.  All  the  popularity  and  influence  of  the 
President,  with  bis  hundred  thousand  dependanti^  all  the 
weight,  and  power,  and  influence  of  the  G  tvemment,  in 
all  its  vast  and  extensive  ramifications,  have  been  brotight 
to  bear  upon  the  appointment  of  a  successor.  And  I 
asb,  sir,  if  we  confirm,  by  re-election,  this  fraudulent 
appointment,  will  not  posterity  say  we,  too,  are  free  only 
in  name'  Our  country  has  been  foully  deceived;  we 
have  been  basely  deluded  by  all  the  arts  of  "  intrigue, 
bargain,  and  corruption."  Let  it  not  be  said  Iha^these 
things  are  of  no  importance;  that  they  have  no  eHVet 
upon  practical  liberty.  ll.ook  lo  their  consequences  in 
the  future.  In  physics,  in  morals,  and  in  politica,  those 
causes  are  at  first  smull  which  pruduce  the  most  tremen- 
duuseffects  upon  the  destiny  of  man.  The  collection  of  a 
few  shillings  of  ship-money  brought  the  head  of  a  mon- 
arch to  the  block,  and  changed  fur  a  time  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain.  Go  into  the  far  West,  and  trace 
nut,  if  you  can,  the  origin  of  the^st  Missisainpi  itselfi 
yoH  will  find  a  bubble  aillhedTtt^tViEifl^'^^tdSie  name 
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len  liill,  fiom  which  runt  a  ttretm,  tt  the  ripple  of 
vhose  wateri  not  a  living  creature  tttrni  aiide;  but  foU 
lov  it  to  the  valley  brlov,  and  it  swells,  and  it  deepens 
tmd  it  widens,  until  the  wraith  of  a  itation  fioats  on  lis 
surface,  and  at  the  an^ry  voice  of  whose  itormy  waves  the 
hardy  ntariner  trembleB.  I  need  not  say  that  this  is  a 
full  tlluitralioo  of  ihe  history  and  progress  of  political 
ifTairS)  that  from  apparently  a  small  beginninfjf  the  most 
tremendous  results  are  produced;  that  one  step  over  the 
^at  landmarks  of  the  conetitution  will  lead  to  the  nver- 
Ihrow  of  tU  taw,  to  the  prostration  of  liberty,  and  the 
vbandoned  reign  of  arbitrary  power.  A  drop  of  water 
oozinfir  throtigh  the  dykes  of  Holland,  if  unnoticed, 
would  desolate  the  fairest  regions,  and  spread  terror 
through  a  ruined  country.  If  now,  in  the  infancy  of  our 
Government,  the  President  has  It  in  his  power  lo  nomi- 
nate and  appoint  his  successor,  the  day  is  not  far  distant 
when  we  shall  live  under  a  power  more  odious  than 
hereditary  monarchy,  because  it  will  be  exercised  under 
the  deceitful  name  and  habiliments  ofa  republic. 

We  are  told  that  the  South  is  to  be  "reconciled  by  the 
successor  biting  into  Southern  principles,"  and  that  it  ia 
policy  to  acquiesce  in  the  appoinlment.  Sir,  there  may 
be  at  heart  traitors  in  the  South,  but  it  will  be  treason  lo 
the  constitution  and  to  Ihe  country  to  submit  to  the  dic- 
tation. No!  never,  never.  We  have  been  foully  be- 
trayed,  and  against  the  princit>les  of  the  succession  we 
declare  uncompromising, unextinguishable  war,  **warto 
the  knife."  It  may  be  that  we  shall  be  but  few  in  num- 
berst  it  may  be  that  our  flag-staff  ahall  be  shattered  and 
broken,  but  we  will  nail  (tie  flag  to  the  gunwale,  and 
conquer  or  perish  under  it. 

Lei  not  gentlemen  suppose  that  Ihe  present  stale  of 
things  ts  to  last  forever — let  them  not  "aiippose  that  the 
dominant  party  of  to-day  ia  to  he  the  dominant  party  of 
to-morrow — let  them  not,  in  the  arrogance  of  power, 
forever  forget  right.  These  things  they  may  not  per- 
haps feel  in  their  day  and  generation,  but  their  childsen 
may  live  to  see  the  day  when  they  shall  curse,  in  the 
bitterness  and  deep  anguish  of  their  hearts,  the  memory 
of  their  hthert,  for  having  brought  down  upon  them 
degradation  and  ruin.  Even  RobeBpierre  himself  would 
have  paused  in  his  bloody  career  of  ambilinn,  if  he  could 
have  foreseen  that  the  same  guillotine  which  he  raised 
over  the  neck  of  Danton  was  so  soon  to  be  brought 
down  with  a  jusi  vengearce  upon  his  own.  And  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  unprincipled  as  he  wb%  when  he  sat 
in  that  Infamous  assembly  which  voted  the  death  of 
Louis  XVI,  would  have  trembled  with  horror,  ts  he 
gave  his  vote  for  the  deith  of  his  own  blood  cousin,  if 
he  could  have  known  that,  under  the  despotism  he  was 
aiding  to  raise,  his  property  was  so  soon  to  be  conflica- 
ted  and  his  dripping  head  held  up  by  the  executioner  to 
the  vengeance  of  a  lawless  mob. 

How  can  the  South  acquiesce  under  an  administration 
the  head  of  which  has  admitted  thai  this  Government 
has  the  constilutionsl  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia?  1  tell  gentlemen  they  will  yet  be 
brought  to  quail  and  tremble  under  the  tremendous 
power  of  this  doctritie.  We  will  yet  see  the  lightning 
flash,  and  feel  the  earthquake's  heave.  The  issue  will 
be  made,  and  we  must  be  prepared  lo  meet  it  like  men, 
or  to  crave  mercy  from  one  who  ia  against  ub  In  lenti- 
ment  and  in  feeling. 

The  coming  administration  hss  elements  of  weakness 
which  it  will  be  difficult  to  recover  from.  The  opposi- 
tion can  never  be  satisfied  with  the  corrupt  and  profli- 
gate principles  under  which  it  has  been  dictated.  Loolc 
around  and  see  the  strength  that  is  to  be  put  forth. 
Where  is  old  Massachusetts?  There  slie  if,  firm  as  her 
granite  and  everlasting  hills,  ready  For  another  contest. 
Look  to  those  people  on  both  aides  of  the  Ohio,  who 
baM  raised  their  flag  over  their  Country's  ramparts,  and 


have  so  nobly  defended  themselves  against  the  mercenary 
bands  of  poweri  look  to  ibute  intrepid  people,  throagfe 
whose  bosom  run  the  waters  of  the  Tentieasee  and  Ihe 
Comberland— where  are  they  all?  Ready  and  eager 
to  step  forward  in  the  breach  that  has  been  made  over 
the  barriers  thrown  around  the  freedom  of  the  eleelive 
franchise.  Look  to  those  people  on  both  aides  of  the 
Savannah,  and  where  are  they?  United  in  feeling-  and 
in  sentiment,  wilh  one  banner  stresning  aloft  in  the 
breeze — that  banner  under  which  the  constitution  was 
made — the  banner  linder  which  Jefferson  fought  hie  way 
to  victory  and  to  fame— the  only  banner  under  wbieb 
this  Government  can  be  reformed — the  noble  banner  of 
free  trade  and  State  rights,  under  which  defeat  is  no 
disgrace,  and  victory  is  redemption  and  liberty. 

We  may  be  defeated,  but  not  conquered;  we  have  yet 
Ihe  undying  apirit  of  freemen.  Then  let  us  come  to 
the  rally,^nd  the  republic  may  yet  be  safe. 

Mr.  p.Then  concluded  by  moving  the  adt^tkm  of  the 
original  resolution. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  said  he  regretted  the  neeesrity  tben 
was  for  him  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  on  th'a 
question;  but  from  the  remarks  that  had  just  fallen  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caroliita  [Mr.  Pick- 
KHa]  he  felt  it  a  duty  he  owed  to  Ihe  Kiecutive,  as  one 
of  the  Representatives  from  Tennessee,  to  answer  some 
of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  and  to  cor- 
rect him  as  lo  some  of  the  facts  he  bad  stated.  The 
gentteman  from  South  Carolina  has  charged  Geaerd 
Jackson  with  dictating  to  the  American  people  who 
should  be  his  successor,  and  by  bargain,  intrigue,  and 
corruption,  lo  have  actually  made  the  Ameriom  pe<^ile 
vote  for  and  elect  his  successor.  To  prove  these  prein- 
ises  to  be  true,  the  gentleman  has  referred  to  a  public 
speech  made  by  an  honorable  Senator  from  Tennnaee, 
[Mr.  Whits,]  in  which  the  President  is  efiarged  vith 
having  proposed  to  make  the  honorable  Senator  Vice 
President  if  he  would  not  run  for  the  presidency.  Hr. 
D.  said  Ihe  gentleman  had  also  referred  tu  the  speecb  of 
his  honorable  colleagOie,  [Hr.  Pkttoit,]  made  a  few  days 
since  in  this  House,  in  wtiich  the  President  is  charged 
with  interfering  with  the  elections  in  Tennessee,  and 
abusing  a  portion  of  the  Reprc  aentatives  from  that  Sute. 
Mr.  D.  Slid  he  had  it  from  the  mouth  of  the  President 
that  he  never  made  such  a  proposition  as  the  one  nen- 
tioned  in  Mr.  White's  speech;  and  that  be  never  said 
that  one  of  his  collesgues  [Mr.  Shizum]  was  of  no  ao> 
count,  and  that  his  constituents  onght  to  send  some  one 
that  was  of  some  account;  nor  did  he  ever  say  that  an- 
other of  his  colleagues  [Mr.  HnKTSxair]  was  on  the 
fence,  and  no  one  knows  which  side  be  will  fall.  These 
charges  the  President  pronounces  lo  be  false.  Now, 
sir,  said  Mr.  D.,  if  Ihe  premises  of  the  genileioan  fron 
South  Carolina  are  etroneous,  his  conclusion!  must  se- 
cessarily  be  so. 

Mr,  D.  said  the  administration  of  President  Jscksaa 
had  ^een  more  violently  attacked  than  that  of  any  other 
President.  The  opposition  to  it  had  made  charge  aAer 
chaise  againat  it,  and  no  doubt  often  without  knowing 
whether  they  were  true  or  false;  and  they  had  misrepre- 
sented what  the  President  had  said  about  persons  vbo 
had  always  supported  his  administration,  to  make  IbeB 
his  enemies,  and  thus  get  them  to  give  publicity  to  ibose 
charges.  Mr,  D.  said  he  regretted  very  much  that 
either  of  his  colleagues  should  have  thought  It  necesssfy 
for  tliem  (o  make  the  charges  they  did  against  the  Ex- 
ecutive, He  was  the  adopted  son  of  Tennessee;  he  had 
spent  a  life,  from  boyhood  to  where  be  now  lies  on  a 
bed  of  sickness,  in  the  service  of  his  country;  be  has  ot 
ten  led  the  sons  of  Tennessee  to  victory  and  glory,  and 
has  gained  for  himself  and  bis  Cavoritc  Tennessee  im- 
perishable  renown,  Mr.  D.  said  be~should  hnrefelltbat 
he  had  done  injustice  DtQttbedBrABtldJJkQibSoaMit*- 
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ents,  10  hU  SUir,  and  to  hia  country,  if  be  bad  kept  hia 
•ear,  and  bad  not  given  the  Houae  the  inronnation  be 
bad. 

He  laid  lie  wai  a  native  Tenneiaeean.  and  proud  of 
the  Damff  that  be  was  at  all  timei  reailjr  to  defend  the 
character  of  his  Stitte  or  her  aons,  for  it  is  the  character 
«r  (he  public  servant  that  givea  character  to  the  State. 
In  detractinf;  from  the  characler  of  GeiwI  Jackson, 
you  detract  from  the  character  of  the  State.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  D.»)  General  Jackson  has  given  to  the  Stale  of  Ten< 
acsiee  more  character  than  any  of  her  other  citizens. 
Mr,  D.  said  he  knew  full  well  that  great  efforts  had 
been  made  to  get  Temiesaee  in  oppo^Uon  to  the  freai- 
flent,  but  (hat  could  never  be  done.  Tenneaseeans  were 
g;uverned  by  principle.  Although  a  majority  of  them 
differed  with  the  President  as  to  who  ahould  be  the  suc- 
sessor,  they  were  not  opposed  to  him  or  tu  liis  adminis- 
tration. Mr.  D.  aaid  he  was  opposed  to' the  election  of 
Mr.  Van  B>ircn,  and  in  favor  uf  hia  colleague,  (Mr. 
White.)  He  was  for  him,  for  hia  worth  and  merit,  but 
he  was  not  prepared  to  lake  the  course  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  who  had  declared  open  and 
uncompromising  war  against  the  next  adminiatration. 
Sir,  (said  Hr.  U.,)  bow  does  that  gentleman  know  what 
will  be  the  principles  upon  which  the  next  President 
will  administer  this  Government^  Mr,  Vitn  Buren  baa 
been  elected  by  a  majority  of  the  Stales  and  a  majority 
of  the  people}  and  it  is  lo  be  presumed  that  he  will  ad* 
miniiter  it  on  the  good  old  republican  principle)  and  if 
■o,  he  should  moat  unquestionably  aupport  his  adminil* 
tralion.  He  would  not  oppose  or  aupport  any  adminis- 
tration but  upon  principle. 

Mr.  D.  Baid  he  would  now  say  a  few  words  to  the 
friends  of  the  administration.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Hr.  Wias]  had  preferred  a  general  charge  against 
^e  executive  officers  of  this  administration,  and  abked 
that  a  committee  might  be  appointed  to  examine  all  of 
them.  Mr.  U.  aaid  he  hoped  no  friends  of  the  adminis- 
tration would  shrink  from  this  general  investigation. 
We  now  had  it  in  our  power  to  ailenee  the  slang  of  the 
enemies  of  (be  administration  forever,  by  letting  them  go 
and  examine  all  the  oflices;  and  if  there  have  been  any 
frauds  or  corruptions  in  any  uf  them,  let  the  brand  of  in- 
famy be  fixed  on  them,-  and  let  the  country  and  all 
future  adminiatrations  know  they  are  unworthy  lo  be 
trusted.  We  know,  (said  Mr.  I).,)  and  the  American 
people  know,  that  it  is  imposaible  for  the  President  to 
know  all  the  persons  he  baa  to  appoint  lo  office,  and  that 
he  has  to  depend  on  his  friends  for  infurmation,  and,  in 
•ome  inbtances,  he  may  have  been  imposed  on,  and  un- 
worthy men  recommended  to  him.  If  there  be  any  such, 
let  them  be  hunted  out,  and  their  crimes  made  known 
to  this  House  and  the  whole  American  people.  Hr. 
D.  said,  if  any  araendnient  should  be  adopted,  it  would 
give  tlie  enemies  of  the  administration  an  opportunity  of 
saying  they  were  limited  in  their  inquiries,  and  that  the 
stfministrfttion  W49  afraid  of  a  general  investigation.  As 
one  of  the  friends  of  the  administration,  (Mr.  1).  said,)  he 
was  fur  the  broadest  inquiry,  and  he  would  vote  for  the 
inquiry  in  the  way  they  desired  it,  that  there  should  be 
no  excuse  that  (hey  were  limited. 

Mr.  PEYTON  aaid;  Since  my  colleague  has  volunteer- 
ed his  services,  and  come  upon  (he  atanu  to  give  evidence 
egftinst  me,  the  direa  tendency  of  which  is  lo  ellick  my 
veradty,  although  he  seems  to  evade  that,  t  claim  the 
right  to  examine  the  witness.  1  mean,  sir,  to  examine 
liim  upon  hia  voir  dire,  and  require  him  to  speak 
.the  whole  truth.  Thia  seeming  extraordinary  sensitive- 
ness of  the  gentleman,  the  mock  sympathy  in  the  loud 
appeals  which  he  has  just  exhibited,  the  pretended  ne- 
cessity of  defending  the  Prcitident,  are  the  usual  evi- 
dences which  1  have  observed  (o  accompany  a  Van  Bu- 
ren conversion.   Yes,  air,  and  I  am  not  at  all  surprisrd 


to  witness  it  in  ■  roy  colleague.  I  thought  I  bad  seen 
strong  premonitory  symptoms  of  thia  before.  I  had  never 
known  a  deserter  leave  our  ranka  but  what  he  went 
over  ballomng  glory,  glory  to  General  Jackson.  He 
saya  that  he  hu  differed  with  General  Jackson  aa  to  the 
succession.  I  do  not  know,  stri  I  think,  if  that  gentle- 
man differed  with  the  President  at  all,  (he  difference 
was  not  worth  naming.  I  looked  with  anxiety  for 
friends  to  Mr.  White  every  where  through  our  State, 
and  1  never  was  able  to  put  my  finger  on  that  gentle- 
man's services.  But,  sir,  I  understand  tbe  gentleman  at 
giving  in  hia  adhesion  now,  and  aa  pledging  binself  in 
advance  to  the  support  of  tbe  new  administration.  He 
wishes  to  know  if  any  man  who  possesses  the  feeling  of 
patriotism  can  oppose  the  measures  of  that  administra- 
tion before  he  knowa  what  tbey  are.  Sir,  aa  to  princi- 
plea  and  measures,  I  shall  be  found  ever  supporting  tbe 
asme  that  .1  have  done  heretofore.  I  shall  not  turn  from 
my  course,  and  leave  my  principles,  because  they  nuy 
)  or  may  not  be  advocated  and  sustained  by  any  President. 
But,  sir,  I  never  will  ratify  the  deed  of  successioo.  I 
never  will  countenance  an  act  which  makes  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  successor  a  cabinet  measure,  and  issues  in  ad- 
vance a  veto  on  the  ballot-box.  But,  sir,  my  object  in 
rising  was  to  notice  the  evidence  of  the  gentleman,  and 
to  get  a  little  more  out  of  him,  if  possible.  He  profes- 
ses ignorance  of  that  which  was  known  to  every  body  else 
in  Tennessee,  and,  to  strengthen  bis  ignorance,  be  saya 
that  tbe  President  autborixed  him  to  come  here  and 
make  the  denial  which  he  has  made.  Now,  in  tbe  first 
place,  1  wish  to  know  of  the  gentleman  when  thia  deni- 
al was  made:  was  it  since  tbe  beginning  of  tbe  present 
session  of  Congress?    1  wish  the  gentleman  to  say  when. 

[Mr.  DuHLAF  roae,  and  said  be  did  not  intend  to  be 
catechised  in  this  style  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  PxTTOXil 
but  aa  to  the  time  when  the  President  made  the  denial 
to  him,  he  (Mr.  D.)  was  nut  unwilling  to  give  hia  col- 
league whatever  infurmation  be  might  denre.  He 
would,  therefore,  say  that  he  (Mr.  D.)  had  not  seen  the 
President  from  July  last  until  December;  be  bad  never 
had  any  conversation  with  the  President  in  relation  to 
tbe  tales  circulated  in  Tennessee  until  after  his  colleague 
(Hr.  P.)  had  made  bis  late  speech  on  tbe  resolution 
now  before  the  House,  la  reference  to  this  speech, 
and  the  speech  made  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Write,)  the  President  made  the  denial  which  be 
bad  repeated.  ] 

Mr.  Pkttom  resumed.  Just  aa  I  expected,  Hr.  Speak- 
er. The  evidence  has  been  extracted  at  this  aesuon  of 
Congreu,  since  1  made  a  apeech,  to  be  used  upon  this 
occasion.  Is  it  not  extraordinary,  while  tbe  gentleman 
is  bellowing  so  pathetically,  thundering  bis  sympathy  in- 
to the  very  atonea  of  the  Capitol,  about  the  poor  sick 
President,  the  dying  president,  that  he  diouU  convict 
himself  of  tormenting  and  liarasKii|F  htm  on  such  sub- 
jects? But,  sir,  thia  shows  (hat  what  I  have  often  said 
is  the  fact — that  nothing  transpires  here  but  it  ia  im- 
mediately hissed  into  tbe  ears  of  (lie  President  by 'some 
eaves-dropper,  some  penny-post  carrier  of  news,  from 
this  liall.  Sir,  they  know  the  President's  excitability! 
they  know  bow  to  extract  from  hia  excited  feelings  de- 
nuncialiona  broad,  denials,  general  andapecial,  of  what- 
ever waa  said,  especially  in  tbe  shape  in  which  thejf  pre- 
sent it  before  bimt  and  then  they  run  forth,  proclaiming 
to  the  world  that  tbey  are  authorized  by  the  old  Hero  lo 
denounce  and  convict  (he  object  of  their  attack  of  falae- 
hood.  Tbe  gentleman  says  he  will  not  be  catechiaed  by 
me.  How  dare  be  then  volunteer  himself  aa  a  witness 
here  against  met  No,  uf,  he  cannot  stand  up  and  an- 
swer met  if  he  were,'  I  would  make  him  acknowledge 
that  the  Preudent  did  not  deny  what  1  staled  to  be 
true.  At  what  baa  the  gentlemaintaken  firef  At  the 
charge  that  tlw  PrcwdeiS  ffiW^BUjiGMud^liCrennet' 
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see,  and  touk  an  tctive  part  in  Tavor  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 
while  tliere^  Tei^  sir,  and  he  profenn  to  bear  a  com- 
mission from  Ibe  President  himseir,  which  will  destroy 
all  that  1  stilted  on  the  subject.  Does  he  pretend  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America  authorized 
him  to  deny  what  [  related  as  having  Uken  place  at 
Jonesborough,  in  relation  to  his  deftnce  of  Reuben 
Whitney' 

[Here  Mr.  Vdiilap  iuqmred  whether  his  colleague 
wished  him  to  answer  him.] 

Mr.  PiiiTOH.   Nn,  sir,  nut  yet.  I  wish  the  gentleman 
to  take  it  not  in  broken  doies,  but  alt  toicether,  and  may 
be  it  will  optrale  the  better.    1  know  the  President 
made  nu  such  denial,  because  tliat  exhibition  was  pub* 
lisbed  in  (he  Van  Buren  press  of  Junesborou^h.  Sec- 
ondly, did  he  commission  the  gentleman  to  cume  here 
and  deny  thut  he  chained  me  with  opposing  the  appro- 
priation to  the  Cherokee  treaty?   1  know  not,  sir,  what 
btrongly  operating  cause  has  induced  this  evidence,  now 
volunteered  in  ihid  ball.    But,  »r,  I  know  that  no  man 
can  get  the  President  to  forget  or  deny  that.  Thirdly, 
did  the  President  deny  that  he  charged  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [hfr.  Wiss]  with  being  a  liar,  at  Sparta, 
Tennessee?   Fourthly,  did  he  deny  saying  of  the  able, 
manly,  and  lucid  speech  of  my  cofleagur,  [Mr.  Fonxs' 
TKB,]  at  the  same  place,  that  any  one  could  get  such  a 
speech  written  at  Wa^inglon  for  fire  dollars'  Fifthly. 
Did  he  deny  saying  at  Mrs.  Saunders's,  'm  Sumner  coun- 
ty, Tennessee,  that  my  colleague  [Colonel  Bell]  told 
twenty  lies  in  one  speech,  and  knew  Ibem  to  be  lies  at 
tlie  timf,  and  that  1  was  a  greater  liar  than  Bell?  No, 
sir,  the  gpnileman  wilt  not,  he  dare  not,  say  that  the 
President  denied  one  of  these  five  specifications,  going 
to  show  his  interference  in  the  election  while  he  was  in 
Tennessee.    Then  the  gentleman  has  not,  I  perceive, 
got  a  carU  biuncht  from  the  President  to  deny  any 
thing  and  cv^ry  thing  which  he  may  think  necessary. 
If  he  denies  any  thing  which  I  have  said  upon  the  au- 
thority of  the  President,  I  demand  that  he  produce  a 
witness,  and  prove  that  the  President  told  him  so.    It  is 
not  surprising  that  the  President  should  have  forgotten 
a  part  of  what  took  place  in  Tennessee.    I  wish  he 
could  forget  all  these  things— all  lliat  transpired  while 
he  was  in  Tennessee.    I  envy  him  not  his  office  who 
will  run  to  the  President,  harass  litm  with  goading  re- 
flections, and  then  draw  forth  the  hasty  declarations  of 
an  exasperated  man,  to  be  used  for  a  hidden  purpose. 
This  is  unaccountable,  unless  it  is  necessary  to  bolster 
up  a  political  summerset,  about  to  be  cut  in  the  face  of 
m  frowning  and  indignant  constituency.    Such  a  monoeu 
vre  could  not,  [lertups,  be  safely  made  without  the  ben 
efit  of  the  President's  name  to  give  it  sanction,  ^ut, 
sir,  I  would  always  prefer  a  bold,  open,  honest,  oppo. 
neiit  to  a  spy  in  the  camp.   These  doubtful,  hesitating, 
news^earrying  meif  are  not  fit  fur  these  times,  and  the 
-sooner  they  make  an  open  desertion  the  better.    Now  ts 
the  time  fur  men  to  cume  upon  the  s'age,  and  act  their 
parts;  high-minded  men,  who  lave  hberty  more  than 
they  do  guld;  who  lave  otBce  less  than  thty  do  honor 
Such  a  man,  in  a  good  cause,  has  nothing  tu  TeRr.  My 
colleague,  [Mr.  Dvhup,]  it  would  seem,  only  wished  an 
opportunity  of  manifesting  his  zeal  by  filling  the  honura 
ble  ofHce  of  trumpeter,  to  announce  the  President's  denV 
al  in  this  House.    I  am  sorry  to  see  the  gentleman  fixing 
his  fiincy  upon  ofKcr,  and  then  make  liis  first  appear- 
ance in  such  an  ofHce  as  this.    If  the  gentleman  was  of- 
fended with  my  remarks,  why  go  to  thePresident?  Why 
not  meet  me'    Why  drag  the  President  in,  and  aUempi 
to  force  an  i»6ue  between  him  and  myself?  Why  say  that 
tlie  President  denied  the  whole,  and  then  say  lie  will  not 
be  ciktecbised  by  me?   1  say  that  the  President  has  not 
denied  the  whole)  he  has  only  denied,  according  to  the 
gcntlemau's  own  admission,  when  he  rose  to  answer  my 


questions,  two  specificationa  out  of  aeven;  and  tbe 
charge  of  interference  is  as  fully  made  out  by  UioMfin 
undented  and  undeniable  apecificationt*  u  it  would  be 
by  seven,  or  seventy.    And  yet  the  gentleman  sayihe 
is  authorized  to  contradict  the  whole  charge  u  falir. 
Now,  sir,  with  all  the  gentleman's  profeMcd  feelings  of 
regard  for  Mr.  White,  he  has  never  had  his  eenrtire. 
ness  shockeMnto  his  defence  upon  this  floor.   Ob,  nst 
he  has  been  unmoved  while  deluges  of  calumny  hm 
been  poured  upon  him  from  tbe  press;  and  the  batteria 
of  executive  denunciation  have  been  levelled  at  hia 
from  the  day  of  his  announcement  as  a  (Sandidate  fiir  the 
presidency.    And  now  this  same  dumb  aupporterof  In 
is  running  to  the  President  for  evidence  to  avail  \m 
as  the  propagator  of  falsehood.    He  a  friend  of  Hr. 
White!    When  and  how  has  he  shown  it?  I  think 
it  is  time  for  these  insidious  assaults  upon  that  tes- 
erable  man  to  cease.    All  his  aasaibtntt  tree  themwhei 
behind  tbe  Prewdent  before  they  Uke  their  aim  at  hi*. 
But  he  is  armed  too  strong  in  honeaty.   They  bare  not 
the  power  to  tarnish  his  name.    In  rsferenee  to  the 
coming  administration)  my  colleague  seems  to  be  quite 
in  a  rage  that  any  one  should  think  of  any  thing  but  pii- 
sive  obedience  and  non-resistance  to  it;  he  speaks  loiray 
of  pure  measurea,  not  yet  known  or  understood,  and 
therefore  not  to  be  opposed.  1  mjrself  will  support  lillhst 
is  pure  in  that  pure  administration.    It  is  a  sorry  dr™** 
ty,  to  be  sure.    But,  sir,  the  man  himself  is  **tsialal 
with  original  ain,-'  as  was  once  said  by  a  vwee  (I  wiihit 
was  now  animate  and  here)  now  stilled  and  gone,  (Joha 
Randolph's,)  and  the  people  have  a  right  to  demand w 
atonement  to  their  offended  msjealy.    To  succeed  in  bs 
ambltioun  views,  he  has  struck  a  deadly  blow  at  the  bu- 
lot-boxi  lie  has  broken  down  the  sacred  guarantees  of 
liberty)  be  has  tranaferred  tlie  sovereign  power  frosi 
the  people  to  the  President,  which  Piendent  he  * 
And  is  be  not  answerable  fof  this.'   Are  not  these  prisn- 
plea  incompatible  with  freedom?   What  atonement caa 
he  make  but  to  give  back  into  the  hands  of  the  p«|iw 
their  violated  rights,  their  lost  privileges,  their  incieijl 
sovereignty  and  freedom  of  elections'    Nuthing  but  fufl 
and  complete  restorotlon;  nothing  short  of  the  entire  ra- 
zing to  Its  foundation  his  caucus  system,  his  exfc^* 
patronage  system,  his  bribery  system,  his  whole  He* 
York  system,  will  ever  be  an  atonement  for  wbst  beto 
already  done. 

The  gentleman  speaks  of  those  pure  measurfs  mw» 
are  yet  to  come,  as  though  they  would  sanctify  ill  iW  » 
past.  Can  he,  can  any  man,  do  as  much  public  " 
four  years,  ay,  in  a  lifetime,  as  he  has  done  harm,  in  tbe 
manner,  the  means  by  which  he  has  asoended  to  pof 
Is  he  to  say  to  the  American  people,  «*I  will 
an  excellent  master;  here  is  a  new  blanket,  and  i  dw 
now  expect  that  you  behave  like  good,  obedient  il»t& 
No  murmurii^,  no  clamor  about  who  is  master,  thouA 
as  that  would  be  factious.  Sir,  look  at  his  B«tem,  im 
see  to  what  it  has  already  brought  the  country.  Hisbe 
not  directly  or  ind.rectiy  tempted  every  man  in  'b* 
country  who  is  looked  tipon  as  in  his  wsy?  Sir,  iheWJ 
roan  who  is  so  insidipusly  struck  at  by  the  genlkisiB 
(Mr.  White)  was  approached,  and  I  know  it.  Iiiiirn' 
tliat  the  bribe  was  not  ufic'red  directly,  and  wasnfwBWS 
to  him.  The  proposition  was  made  to  his  friends  is  l»* 
mildest  form,  and  tlw  smoothest  and  most  coaxii^  tfls» 

Now,  is  it  not  better  to  adjust  this  matter?  WoiiW 
Mr.  White  be  satisfied  with  the  vice  preadency? 
he  not  like  ti>  retire  to  a  sest  on  the  supreme  '""'''^ 
station  for  which  he  is  so  well  qualified— with  w  b»s* 
some  a  salary,  and  that  for  life  too?"   No,  sir!  all  1^ 
offices  and  all  your  money  would  not  aliake  the  "■''^ 
or  fcmpt  the  virtue  of  that  man.    But,  sir,  all 
not  ai  med  so  strong  In  honealyr-all  men  afe  iwt 
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office  was  bestowed,  upon  «htt  conditiona  I  will  not  ny, 
upon  tnother.  And,  sir,  tite  third  oflice  in  the  Govern- 
ment, the  chKtr  which  you  occupy,  wss,  in  the  same 
persaasiTe,  coaxing  manner,  offered  to  my  friend  and 
colleaKue,  [Mr.  Ilm,]  upon  condition  that  he  would  sell 
himwif,  abandon  friends  whom  he  loved,  princtplei 
which  be  beHeved  were  Identified  with  the  dearest  in- 
terest of  hit  country,  and  join  a  party  in  whose  princi- 
ples and  political  honesty  he  Iwd  no  confidence.  But, 
no,  sir,  be  spumed  it!  All  men  are  not  so  stronj^ly  for- 
tified sfrainst  temptations  aa  he  was.  And  now  those 
who  have  never  had  office,  who  would  not  accept  it  on  the 
only  terms  upon  which  office  is  brsiowed  in  these  days, 
are  traitors  who  arc  looking  solely  to  self-aggrandize^ 
ment,  wliile  they  who  have  told  Ihemielves  fur  those 
places  which  they  fill  before  our  eyes  are  the  pure,  un- 
stained patriots! 

My  colleague  pretends  great  love  for  Mr.  White. 
^Vby,  then,  has  he  nerer  raised  that  voice  which  we 
have  so  distinctly  beard  here  to-day,  in  his  defence^ 

But,  sir,  my  only  purpose  in  rising  was  to  put  my  col- 
league on  hia  answer;  he,  however,  has  declined  answer- 
jn^  my  questions,  and  I  therefore  charge  liim  with  ad- 
nutting  all  that  1  have  stated  to  be  true.  As  to  any  part 
of  what  I  stated  baring  been  fbrgolten,  or  denied  by  the 
Prerident,  it  will  not  be  considered  remarkable  by  any 
one  that  he  should  have  forgotten  any  particular  trans- 
action or  remark,  when  they  know  that  so  treacherous 
was  bis  memory,  that,  notwithstanding  the  proof  pusi- 
live,  the  Globe  itself,  was  laid  before  him  at  Knozville, 
showing  his  mistake  in  relation  to  my  course  on  the 
Cherokee  appropriation,  yet,  ten  miles  farther  on  his 
road,  be  repeated  the  same  charge.  And  now,  sir, 
these  gentlemen  go  to  him  on  bia  dying  bed,  as  they 
say,  feeble  and  worn  down  by  disease,  and  extract  evi- 
dence from  him  of  what  passed  in  Tennessee,  and  bring 
it  here  to  be  used  against  those  who  did  not,  and  who 
will  not,  obey  orders  wlib  regiiVd  to  the  successor.  Such 
statements  do  not  satisfy  mei  1  demand  a  witness  to  the 
conversationf  I  want  proof  of  what  the  President  does 
and  what  he  dwa  not  deny. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  said  he  had  but  performed  a  duty  in 
saying  what  he  had,  and,  if  he  had  not  done  it,  he  would 
have  been  unworthy  to  be  the  Representative  of  the  thir- 
teenth congressional  district  in  Tennesseei  that  he  per- 
formed his  duty  without  reganl  of  consequences  to  iiim- 
self.  He  did  ni;t  conceive  tliat  his  colleague  had  any 
right  to  complain  of  his  course,  as  he  was  but  answer- 
ing chaif^es  that  had  been  made  sgainst  the  President; 
and  if  they  r-ere  untrue,  his  colleague  sliould  have  been 
gratified  to  learn  that  the  President  was  not  guilty  of  the 
charges  that  bad  been  imputed  to  him.  Mr.  D.  said  that 
his  colleague  [Mr.  Pkttoit]  had  not  given  his  statement 
of  what  the  President  should  have  said  as  being  made  to 
him,  but  to  others,  and  by  them  communicated  to  liim. 
Mr.  D-said  it  was  but  due  to  his  two  colleagues  [Messrs. 
SaiUDS  and  HunTSMia]  that  he  should  have  made  the 
statement  he  did.  Mr.  D.  said  he  had  called  to  see  the 
president  in  his  sick  room,  and  the  President  spoke  to 
him  of  the  charges  his  enemies  had  made  against  him, 
and  the  efforts  they  were  making  to  alienate  his  friends 
from  him,  and  then  meiilioi«;d  what  my  colleague  had 
charged  him  with  saying  about  my  oihec  two  culleaKitrs, 
and  the  President  said  he  had  never  made  use  of  any 
such  expressions  about  either  of  them;  th-it  the  state- 
ment was  false.  Mr.  D.  said  ihe  gentleman  from  South 
~  Carolina  had  taken  the  facts  stated  by  my  colleague  as 
undeniably  tnie;  and  if  he  bad  remained  silent,  and  Irt 
the  speech  of  the  gentleman  have  gone  to  the  country 
as  true,  he  would  have  been  gnlliy  of  a  dereliction  of 
duty,  not  only  to  the  Extculive,  but  to  his  country,  for 
which  his  coristitiienis  wotild  never  have  forgiven  him. 
Mr.  D.  said  he  had  done  his  duty,  and  would  do  it  again 


under  similar  circumstances,  disregarding  the  conse- 
quences to  himself. 

Mr.  ROnEimON  then  obtained  the  floor;  and  the 
House  adjourned  without  taking  any  queition. 

IVaoasSDAT,  Jakvaut  4. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  olTered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution; 

Whereas  Congress  Im  heretofore  nude  donations  of 
the  public  lands  for  the  purpose  of  internal  intipnnrement 
and  education— 

To  the  SUte  of  Ohio,        -        .   1,737,838  acres. 

Indiana,  -  1,013,593 

Illinois,  .  .  1,713,215 
Missouri  -  .  1,181,348 
Mississippi,  -  733.344 

Alabama,  •  -  1,216,450 
Louisiana,  -  930.053 

Territory  of  Michigan,   -       -  599,973 
Arkansas,  -  996,338 

Florida,     -        .  947,734 

in  the  aggregate  amounting  to  eleven  million  fifty-sevco 
thiiusand  six  hundred  and  elghly.five  acres:  - 

And  whereas  ench  uf  the  United  Slates  has  an  equal 
right  to  participate  in  the  benefit  of  the  public  lands, 
the  common  property  of  Ihe  Union; 

And  every  wise  and  good  American  having  agreed  in 
the  opinion  that  the  cause  of  general  education  is  indis- 
solubly  identified  with  the  cause  of  general  liberty; 

Therefore,  to  do  c^ual  and  exuct  justice  to  all  the 
States,  to  aid  in  diffuring  among  the  rising  generation 
intelligence  enough  to  comprehend  and  spirit  enough 
to  defend  their  rights,  and  thus  lo  elevate  the  nationsl 
character  and  insure  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institu- 
tions— 

JJe  it  resolvtd.  That  a  select  committee  of  one  member 
from  each  State  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  bhall  be  to 
inquire  into  Ihe  justice  and  expediency  of  making  to 
each  of  the  thirteen  original  American  States,  together 
with  each  of  the  States  of  Vermont,  Maine,  Kentucky, 
and  Tennessee,  such  grants  of  the  public  lands,  for  the 
purposes  of  education,  as  will  correspond  in  a  just  pro- 
portion with  those  heretofore  made  in  favor  of  the  first- 
named  Slates  and  Territories,  and  that  said  commiltee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  But,  to  avoid 
the  objection  of  one  State  holding  land  in  another,  the 
commiltee  is  directed  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  bill  wliicU 
they  may  report,  providing  that  the  grants  to  be  made 
thereby  shall  be  subject  lo  sale  under  the  laws  uf  the 
General  Government  now  in  force,  and  that  the  proceeds 
arising  therefrom  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  States  eiililled 
to  the  same. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Maine,  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  the  words  "select  committee,  to  consist 
of  one  member  from  each  State,"  and  in^rt  "  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands," 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  said  he  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail,  because  it  would  be  perceived  that  the  duiy 
imposed  on  the  committee  was  one  which  did  not  prop- 
erly fall  within  the  class  of  duties  assigned  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  But  there  was  another  reasE:ii. 
That  committee,  he  bclitved,  consisted  of  a  mnjailiy  uf 
members  from  the  new  Slates,  in  whose  fuvur  tliet.e 
grants  had  heretufore  been  made.  He  submitted  to  the 
justice  and  impartiality  of  the  House  whether  it  was  fair 
to  submit  a  proposition  which  had  for  its  object  to  do 
equal  and  exact  justice  to  the  twenly-six  American 
States,  to  a  committee  composed  of  a  m.ijority  of  tnem- 
bers  from  the  new  Stales.  He  (Mr-  A)  hatJ  rejoiced 
that  these  grants  had  been  made  to  the  m:w  S'.atc8i  and 
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it  w*a  not  from  tny  w»nt  of  friendibtp  to  llie  iww  Stktet 
that  he  oppoted  the  amendment.  Mr.  A.  nid  he  did 
not  dittrust  the  impirtislity  or  ability  of  the  Commiitee 
on  Public  Lands;  but  as  the  nibject  was  one  in  which  all 
the  Slitet  were  deeply  and  ritally  inlereated,  he  thought 
it  should  Ko  to  tuch  a  committee  as  be  had  propoaed. 
Hr.  HALL  withdrew  his  motion. 
Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  did  not  riae  to  dUcuaa  the  ques- 
tion, as  it  would  be  premature  at  this  stage  of  the  pro. 
ceedingst  but  he  rose  to  expren  his  astonishment  at  the 
proposition  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Hr.  Alub.]  Sir,  said  Hr.  D.,  the  proposition  is  one 
carrying  with  it  palpable  and  gross  injustice  to  the  new 
States.  To  prove  this  fact*  it  it  but  necessary  to  refer 
to  the  ratio  by  which  the  surplus  revenue  is  distribuledi 
in  addition  to  the  thousands  and  millions  expended  in  the 
otd  Slates  upon  furtificationt,  ships  of  war,  eustom- 
housei>,  and  a  thousand  other  public  works,  they  receive, 
by  the  bill  of  the  last  seuion,  a  very  large  amount  over 
and  above  what  their  population  would  entitle  (hem  to; 
take  for  example,  said  Hr.  D.,  those  States  whose 
representation  on  this  floor  would  not  be  anstained^  if 
the  ratio  of  1830  was  nnw  applied;  and  yet  ftt  this  very 
moment  (he  Slate  of  Indiana,  uiwler  the  aame  ralio,  ia 
entitled  to  Gf>een  or  sixteen  UepreBenta(tves;  and  yet, 
forsooth,  the  gentleman  is  desirous  (hat  the  old  Stales 
shall  have  (he  power  to  put  their  Bngers  into  the  Treas- 
ury, and  take  therefrom  an  additional  quantum  of  (hat 
revenue  wbieb  is  prineipally  acquired  by  the  labor  and 
enterprise  of  tbe  new  States. 

Hr.  D.  had  hoped  better  things  from  the  genttemant 
he  had  hoped  (fiat  the  gentleman's  knowledge  of  tbe 
privations  incident  to  the  settlement  of  the  new  States 
would  not  have  urged  him  to  impose  this  additional  re- 
quirement upon  a  people  already  most  unjustly  taxed. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  D.,  if  the  old  Stales  possess  the  power  thus 
to  infringe  upon  the  rights  of  (be  West,  to  wring  from 
that  oppressed  portion  of  your  country  the  proceeds  of 
their  labor,  ai^  are  determined  to  carry  out  the  princi- 
ple of  such  unjust  exactions,  I  shall  nut  be  surprised 
toon  to  see  our  private  lands,  if  not  our  personal  prop- 
erly, made  the  source  of  additional  revenue,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  old  Slates. 

The  gentleman  has  appealed  to  (he  jus(ice  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  members  of  (he  new  8(ates  in  submi((ing 
this  proposition.  Sir,  said  Mr.  D.,  thst  word  JuaUce  is 
entirely  a  relative  term;  and  if  his  proposition  carries 
with  it  justice  in  hit  estimation,  it  is  the  farthest  imagi- 
Mble  rrom  being  justice  in  my  view  of  the  subject.  Sir, 
the  old  States,  jointly,  have  already  been  ruling  us  with 
a  rod  of  iron  upon  this  subject,  and  we  have  little  hope 
that  our  condition  would  be  be((ered  by  their  disjointed 
control.  I  ardently  hope  that  the  proposition  may  not 
ubtuii  even  a  reference.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  prepared 
to  vote  against  it  now  and  to  all  future  time.  Mr.  D.  con- 
cluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  proposition  on  the  tablet 
but  withdrew  it  at  (he  request  of 

Mr.  VINTON,  who  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding  iberelfTtiie  following: 

Rt&olved,  Thst  said  committee  be  further  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  inserting  a  clause  in 
bsid  bill  (o  pay  said  new  3(atea  tbe  value  of  tbe  improve- 
ments made  by  them  on  tbe  pubrie  lands,  or  to  pay 
to  them  (he  amount  the  public  lands  would  hate 
been  assessed  for  (axes,  if  they  had  been  private  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  should  interpose  no  objection  to 
making  the  inquiry  proposed  by  the  resolution;  but,  as 
one  of  (he  Represendtives  of  one  of  the  States  rxcep'ed 
rrom  the  benefit  of  the  resolution,  he  could  not  consent 
that 'the  imprevsion  should  exist,  here  or  elsewhere, 
(which  the  resolution  was  cslcutated  to  make,)  that  tbe 
grants  of  land  mad.e  to  ihoie  SUtea  were  gratuities. 


The  resolution  is  predicated  upon  tbe  anumptkxi  that 
such  is  the  character  of  (hose  gnnta,  and  that,  on  the 
principles  of  distributive  justice,  the  other  Slate*  ought 
to  receive  equivalent  granti^  in  which  Ibe  new  SisAca 
should  not  participate.  Those  cesMOna  of  land  were  Mt 
donations;  but  tbey  were  grants  made,  for  tiie  mo«tp«rt, 
under  ctraipacts  with  those  States,  in  which  the  United 
States  obtained  a  full  equivalent,  and,  in  aome  eas(% 
perhaps  more  than  a  fair  equivalent.  Tbe  State  of  OMo^ 
at  (he  time  of  her  admission  into  (be  Union,  obtained  by 
compact  with  the  United  Statea  a  portion  of  the  pubKc 
lands  within  ber  territory  for  tbe  support  of  schools,  and 
a  portion  of  tbe  proceeds  of  tbe  sale  of  tboae  tends  far 
internal  improvements;  and,  in  consideration  Ibcreof^ 
the  Slate  of  Ohio  obligated  herself  to  forego  taaatioa 
upon  those  lands  while  they  remained  the  pr<^rty  of 
the  United  Statea,  and  for  five  yean  after  sale;  tbos 
throwing  (he  support  of  tbe  State  Government,  and  the 
heavy  burden  of  making  roada  through  the  public  lands, 
upon  the  proprietors  of  private  property.    One  bet  ia 
perfectly  conclusive  against  the  idea  that  these  grants  to 
that  Sute  were  regarded  by  either  party  at  a  donattoa. 
The  act  of  Congress  authorixing  that  State  to  call  a  con- 
vention and  form  a  State  constitution  propoaed  to  the 
convention  certain  grants  as  a  coropenaatiou  for  the  sur. 
render  by  (be  State  of  (he  (axing  power  over  tbe  public 
lands  for  five  years  after  sale.   The  convention  rejected 
(he  proposition  of  Congress,  and  proposed,  as  the  con- 
dition of  this  surrender,  other  and  greyer  granU  by 
Congress;  which  proposition  of  the  conventioa  vat  sub* 
sequently  accepted  by  act  of  Congreaa.    The  compact 
made  with  Ohio  led  the  way  for  tbe  compacts  with  tbe 
other  new  Siatea  since  admitted,  and,  in  most  of  (bea^ 
has  been  the  basis  of  their  arrangements  with  the  United 
States.    I«t  me  advert  to  Ibe  practical  opcratit  n  oi  this 
arrangement.    Whentheie  Slates  were  admitted,  per- 
haps nine  tenthtof  the  public  land  in  each  of  tbcm  re- 
mained to  be  soldi  Roots  must  be  msde  in  the  country, 
almost  wholly  a  wilderness,  from  settlement  to  settle- 
ment; and  in  the  eatablisbment  of  a  new  roadt  in  most 
cases  by  far  the  greater  part  of  it  would  past  ovtr  tbe 
land  of  the  Government.    Under  (his  arrangement,  ibe 
land  of  (he  public  contributed  nothing;  the  whole  ex- 
pense was  borne  by  taxation  of  private  property,  tbe 
proprietors  of  whioh  were  thus  placed  under  the  neces- 
sity of  making  roads  not  only  through  their  own  laml^ 
but  through  the  lands  of  the  pubFic  also.    The  woner 
thus  expended  in  making  roads  through  the  public  lanoi 
gave  (bem  an  immediate  value,  so  soon  as  the  road  was 
opened,  which  tbey  did  not  possess  before,  and  was  al- 
most always  sure  lo  make  a  ready  market  for  them,  la 
making  these  improvements,  tbe  citixens  of  tbe  State 
have  been  subjected  to  very  heavy  and  oppreasive  taxa- 
tion.   These  are  the  burdens  Ibe  people  of  the  new 
States  have  imposed  on  themselves,  and  these  are  tbe 
benefits  tlw  United  Statea  have  derived  from  these  bar* 
dena,  no  part  of  which,  at  tbe  great  landed  proprietary 
of  the  country,  have  they  borne.    If  the  propositioa  ot 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  prevail,  have  nut  the  new 
States  a  right  (o  insist  that  Kentucky  and  the  other  Statea 
who  are  thus  placed  on  a  footing  wi(h  them  shall  give 
an  equivalent  for  it  equal  ^o  that  which  tbey  themaehres 
have  paid^   With  what  (ruth  ur  justice  can  it  be  aul 
that  granta  made  by  you,  to  purchue  an  exemption  from 
taxation,  which  imposed  on  the  grsntees  the  ncccsuty  of 
improving  your  property  free  of  charge  to  you,  and  from 
which  you  have  derived  great  benefit,  wu  a  mercisrs* 
tuity  and  favor  (o  the  grantees.'   Again,  I  a^k,  if  oilHr 
States  come  in  fur  tlie  grants,  should  tliey  not  also  get 
them  by  compact  and  upon  payment  of  a  like  or  equal 
consideration) 

The  United  Stales,  sir,  have  beeiT  ininerabv  all  the 
granta  tbey  have  made  W^wOasi  i«*^&SM^tbtj  have 
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been  mide  on  the  principle  of  ftdTanc'ing>  their  own  in- 
terest, fts  the  f^'eat  land  proprietor  of  the  country-  In 
illustntion  of  their  policy  and  operation,  the  {grants 
ntde  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  aid  in  constructing  her  ca- 
Dftb  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio,  may  be  cited  as 
examplea.  Vpon  the  line  of  what  we  call  our  Lake  Brie 
mnd  Ohio  canal,  there  was  a  conuderable  quantity  of 
land  remaining  unsold,  tt  had  been  in  market  twenty 
or  thirty  years;  was  considered  refuie  land,  and  might 
not,  without  this  improvement,  have  fotind  a  purchaser 
for  another  quarter  of  a  century.  .  You  made  a  grant  of 
land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  work,  and  when 
the  State  had  decided  on  executing  it,  your  refuse  lands 
were  porchaaed  up  almost  in  a  day.  With  what  justice 
din  you  claim  the  right  to  profit  by  the  labor,  the  enter- 
prtse.  and  (he  capital  of  otberi,  and  eontribute  nothing 
yourself?  Will  similar  grants  to  the  old  Statea  enhance 
the  value  of  the  public  domain^  But,  sir,  in  making 
this  grant  to  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  you  did  not  content 
yourself  with  taking  the  advance  of  your  property  as  a 
compensation  for  what  was  given.  You  did  more,  sirt 
yoa  imposed  upon  tlie  S'ate  a  perpetual  obligation  to 
transport  upon  her  canals,  free  of  toHs,  in  all  time  to 
<!one,  the  troops,  provisions,  rnunitions  of  war,  and  oth- 
er property  of  the  United  Statea. 

This  is  a'privilege  which  the  United  States  will  always 
have  some  occasion  to  use  in  time  of  peace;  but,  in  the 
event  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  geographical  rela- 
tion of  those  canaU  lo  what  must  be  the  great  theatre  of 
tbe  war  would  render  thia  privilege  of  incalculable  value 
to  the  United  States,  who,  without  it,  would  pay  tolls  by 
thousands  upon  tens  of  (honsands.  What  equivalent 
privilege  will  the  old  States  confer  on  the  United  States 
for  a  similar  grsnt?  An'),  if  they  give  none,  then,  in  all 
feirnes!!,  ought  not  the  State  of  Ohio  to  be  exonerated 
from  thia  onerous  obligations 

To  the  other  great  line  of  canal  from  the  Ohio,  at  Cin- 
cinnati, to  the  Haumee  bay,  on  Lake  Brie,  you  made  a 
sfrant  in  a  somewhat  different  form,  but  the  same  in  ob- 
ject and  principle;  that  is  to  say,  to  advance  your  own 
interest.  This  canal,  for  a  great  portion  of  its  distance, 
runs  through  what  was  then  a  solitary  wildernes*,  remote 
from  settlement.  It  was  in  market,  but  could  find  no 
purchasers  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter.  Before  even  the 
State  had  passed  a  law  to  make  a  canal  through  this  wil- 
derness, you  made  to  the  State  a  conditional  grant  of  the 
niternate  section  for  five  miles  on  each  aide  of  the  route 
of  the  canal,  as  far  as  the  Government  owned  the  land, 
en  condition  tbe  Slate  would  mike  the  work  in  a  speci- 
fied length  of  lime,  and  would  grant  to  the  United  States 
a  perpetual  exemption  of  alt  toll  on  the  whole  line  of 
the  canal.  But  you  did  not  stop  here.  You  withdrew 
the  other  alternate  section  from  market,  and  declared  it 
should  be  exposed  again  at  public  auction,  and  that  it 
should  not  be  sold  either  at  public  or  private  sale  for 
less  than  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  aerei  thus  pro- 
Tiding  that,  in  any  event,  the  half  reserved  should  not 
be  Mid  for  less  money  than  you  were  before  offering  the 
whole  at,  and,  at  the  same  time,  securing  to  yourself 
the  chance  of  a  speculation  even  beyond  that  at  the  auc- 
tion sale.  Allured  by  this  proposition,  the  State  hu  un- 
dertaken to  make  that  canal,  and,  in  consequence  of  it, 
those  lands,  at  a  moderate  estimate,  will  bring  to  the 
Onvernment,  on  an  average,  from  six  to  tettdollars  per 
acre.  You  have  made  a  bargain  with  tbe  Slate  that  is  a 
good  speculation,  and  will  give  you  double  tbe  money 
you  would  otherwise  have  realized  from  the  whole  of 
your  property. 

Now,  sir,  Ibis  grant  to  tbe  State  of  Ohio  lays  no  just 
foundation  for  a  claim  lo  grants  to  the  elder  Statea  ol  the 
Union.  The  grants  to  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  to  the  other 
new  States,  were  made  upon  similar  considerations,  and 
their  history  is  substantially  tlie  ssme  as  that  of  the  State 


of  Ohio.  If,  therefore,  grants  are  to  be  made  to  the  old 
States,  for  education  and  internal  improvements,  to  which 
I  have  no  objection,  1  shall  claim,  as  one  of  (he  repre- 
sentatives of  the  new  States,  similar  grants  for  them  also. 
I  cannot  consent  that  tbey  shall  be  excluded.  I  have 
been  prompted  to  say  what  I  have  now  said,  that  an  im- 
pression might  not  obtain  any  where,  even  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  for  the  grants  made  to  the  new  States  tbe 
United  States  hare  not  received  tbe  benefit  of  a  full  and 
fair  consideration. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  replied  briefly  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
ViifToir,  and  expressed  his  belief  that  when  the  subject 
came  to  be  thoroughly  examined,  it  would  be  found  that 
all  the  reasons  which  bad  been  ^ven  for  granting  lands 
to  the  new  Stateib  in  preference  to  the  old,  would  be 
found  sophHtieal.  He  wished  fbr  the  cqiportunity  to 
make  the  invest if^tion;  and  if  tbe  eomroittee  were  unable 
to  satisfy  the  nation  that  the  measure  was  just,  let  it  be 
put  down.  He  regretted,  however,  to  see  the  members 
from  the  new  Slates  opposing  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  had  not  objected  to  the  inquiry 
itself,  but  bad,  on  the  contrary,  expressly  avowed  him- 
self favorable  to  it,  if  the  new  States  were  embraced. 

Mr.  C.ALLAN  said  that  if  it  should  be  found  that 
the  new.  States  were  entitled  to  any  special  privileges, 
he  was  willing  to  allow  them.  But  he  wished  first  to 
have  the  report  of  a  committer,  and  he'  would  then  reply 
in  full  tothe  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 

VlKTOK.] 

Mr.  BHIGGS  expressed  astonishment  at  the  opposi- 
tion the  resolution  had  received,  and  at  the  alarm  which 
a  mere  proposition  for  inquiry  seemed  to  have  raised  In 
the  minds  of  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vihtoit,] 
and  Indiana,  [Mr.  Davis.]  The  internal  improvements 
which  had  been  referred  to  had  been  made  for  the  bene- 
fit of  tbe  people  residing  in  those  States,  and  ;hey  had 
no  cause  of  complaint  because  they  conid  not  make  the 
Government  pay  for  them.  The  proposition  was  one  of 
justice  and  of  right,  and  be  hoped  this  House  would 
adopt  it. 

Mr.  PARKER  was  surprised  that  a  proposition  involve 
ing  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this  Union,  and  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  rights  of  any  portion  of  them,  should 
have  created  so  much  sensation.  He  thanked  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  for  the  introduction  of  the  reso- 
lution. Was  it  any  injustice  to  the  new  States,  who  have 
received  these  lands,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
extending  the  grants  to  Ihe  Stales  to  which  they  had  not 
heretofore  been  extended'  The  public  lands  were  the 
common  properly  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  were  supposed  to  be  applied  for  the  common  bene- 
fit of  all. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  contended  that  these 
grants  to  the  new  -  Slates  bad  been  made  as  a  considera- 
tion for  exemption  from  taxation  of  the  public  lands  ly- 
ii^  within  these- Stales  for  tbe  term  of  five  years.  He 
bad  no  objection  to  the  resolution  going  to  a  committee, 
but  he  thought  that,  in  ita  present  form,  it  was  directed 
only  to  a  partial  inquiry;  and  he  moved  to  amend  it  by 
extending  the  provisions  of  the  resolutions  to  all  the 
States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  accepted  the  modification. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNK,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  adding  as  follows: 

<*  And  provided  that  no  such  grant  shall  interfere  with, 
or  be  located  on,  the  claim  or  improvement  of  any  actual 
settler  on  tite  public  lands.'* 

In  support  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  C.  said,  it 
was  no  longer  to  be  disguised — and  however  other 
gentlemen  might  feel,  there  was  nothing  more  humilia* 
tirf^  or  painful  to  him — that  tbe  applications  of  the  set- 
tlers on  (be  public  domain  were  too  often  received  with 
indifierence,  almost  smounting  lo  contempf.^  Ever}'  day. 
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sir,  we  Me  uid  Tee)  on  tbii  floor  the  deleterious  influence 
of  flectional  prejudice  and  power.  Let  an  appliciitinn 
come  here  from  sny  other  qusrter  for  relief,  for  suffer' 
ing  by  fire,  for  pensions,  tor  erecting  custom  houses, 
and  itDprovinK  liarborst  let  a  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  JaaiTER]  present  on  one  day,  from  one  worn-out 
district,  thirty  fell  lions  for  obsolete  claims;  or  let  gen- 
tlemen from  Kentucky  ask  for  heavy  appropriations  to 
construct  turnpikes  at  Haysville,  and  canalf  at  Louis- 
vlllei  let  a  demand  come  here  for  damages  in  any  shape, 
and  a  powerrul  organized  interest  springs  up  to  support 
It.  But  when  a  whole  community  of  men  in  the  West — 
the  bone  and  muscle  of  the  country — come  forward  and 
ask  leave  tu  secure  the  homes  wrought  out  of  the  wil- 
derness by  their  own  tiands,  you  not  only  refuse  their 
prayer — not  only  add  insult  to  injury— but  there  are 
those  here,  and  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  who 
■neer  at  their  sufTerings,  and  ridicule  their  condition. 

Sir,  it  is  lit  that  this  should  end.  The  time  has  come- 
long  indeed  in  its  approach,  but  is  here  at  leiiglh — when 
the  representatives  of  this  injured  class  of  the  American 
people  are  required  by  tiiem  to  take  a  decided  stand. 
However  gentlemen,  nursed  on  the  lap  of  luxury,  and 
accustomed  to  the  reBnements  of  metropolitan  life,  may 
feel^the  time  has  come  when  we  aball  at  least  demand 
■ome  reparation  of  our  wrongs.  It  is  well  known  tliat 
there  are  in  this  House  contending  interests;  there  are 
at  this  very  session  questions  of  grave  importance  to 
every  section  of  the  Union  to  be  arranged;  and  in  the 
balancing  uf  these  interests,  and  the  adjustment  of  these 
questions,  the  selllers  on  the  public  lands  must  not  be 
f 01  gotten.  For  myself,  though  the  humblest  representa- 
tive of  that  great  interest,  1  freely  avow  that  I  shall  re* 
liictanlly  vole  one  dollar  of  the  public  money  fur  any 
purpose  whatever,  until  tome  measures  have  been  adopt- 
ed fur  those  whose  strong  and  preasing  claims  have  been 
too  long  postponed.  Your  custom-houses  may  remain 
unbuilt;  your  magnificent  harbors  be  unimproved;  your 
princely  merchants  may  complain  uf  duties;  your  I'atent 
Office  never  ri.se  from  its  mouldering  bed;  but,  so  fares 
my  estimate  of  right  and  wrung  will  sustain  me,  I  will 
question  the  propriety  uf  any  appropriation,  unless  some 
relief  be  extended  to  us. 

Sir,  I  make  a  sincere  and  solemn  appeal  (o  my  politi- 
cal friends  in  this  House,  where  it  is  well  known  we 
have  a  controlling  majority.  If  tiiere  be  any  class  of  men 
who  have  sujiported  ilieir  measures;  who  have  made  ex- 
ertions and  sacrifices  for  the  democratic  cause;  wh'j  have 
adhered  to  their  principles,  and  to  this  administration, 
unseduced  and  unterrified  fay  the  wealth,  and  talent,  and 
power,  of  the  opposition;  who  have  stood  Arm  amid  suc- 
cessive panics,  and  even  under  the  effects  of  the  Ute  un- 
called fur  Treosury  order  have  ascribed  to  those  from 
whom  it  emanated  none  but  patriotic  motives;  if  there  be 
any  such,  it  is  the  settlers  on  the  public  domain.  Mr. 
Speaker,  the  Slate  of  Mississippi  has  recently  voted  for 
Mr.  Van  Duren,  a  gentleman  not  personally  known  to 
fifty  of  its  citizens,  against  a  distinguished  neighbor 
(Judge  While)  well  known  to  two  thirds  of  our  popula- 
tion. We  voted  for  Mr.  Van  Buren  because  we  liad  full 
confidence  in  his  ability,  patriotism,  and  freedom  from 
all  geographical  prejudices;  because  we  believed,  from 
the  whole  trnor  uf  his  public  iile,  he  would  pursue  a  lib- 
eral and  just  course  in  relation  tu  the  public  lands;  and 
that,  in  such  event,  his  high  and  elevated  character,  and 
the  general  trust  reposed  by  the  people  in  his  views, 
would  enable  him  more  effectually  than  either  of  his 
competitors  to  promote  our  great  object,  the  reduction 
of  toe  price  of  public  lands,  or  something  equivalent 
thereto.  We  preferred  Mr.  Van  lloren  because  he 
miglit  be  favorably  compared  with  either  of  his  opf>o- 
nenis  fur  talents  and  public  services;  because  one  of 
them  (Mr.  Webster)  was  decidedly  unfriendly  to  titles 


founded  upon  occupancy  and  cidtivation;  because  aa- 
other  (General  Harrison)  was  in  favor  of  applying  Ibe 
proceeds  of  the  public  land  to  the  emancipation  and  col- 
onization uf  our  alaves;  and  because  the  great  mass  of  the 
friends  of  the  other  (Judge  Whitt-)  had  uniformly  op- 
posed every  effort  to  obtain  a  system  of  pre-cmptioo  aad 
graduation  laws.  I  recognise  do  stronger  opponentsaf 
these  Salutary  measures  than  the  friends  of  Judge  Wbitc 
in  Maryland,  Virginia,  Georgiaf  and  the  Caroliaas.  , 
These,  t>ir,  are  some  of  the  reasons  that  established  oar  , 
preference  for  Mr.  Van  Buren;  reasons  as  diunleresled 
as  ever  operated  upon  any  olher  community,  and  not,H 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RoBXHTtoa]  would ia- 
sinuate,  mercenary  and  selfish  in  their  character. 

Mr.  Speaker,  mine  is  not  the  language  of  menace  or 
disrespect..  1  speak  in  the  spirit  of  conGdeiiM>,  of  hi- 
ding confidence,  in  the  majority,  and  with  a  frankacM 
not  often  addressed  to  men  in  power.  We  have  loag 
submitted  to  injustice;  we  have  acquiesced,  time  after 
time,  and  administration  after  administration,  in  the  ne- 
cessity tliat  seemed  lo  'compel  a  poalponement  of  oat 
rights;  and  now,  when  every  political  consiJeralion  wsr- 
raiits  a  speedy  redress,  when  the  parly  always  profe»iac 
to  be  friendly  to  our  cause  have  majorities  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress]  professions,  too,  ttwt  have  enabled 
us  for  yean  to  sustain  ourselves;  1  repeat,  sir,  that  «e 
have  good  reason  to  expect  relief. 

Sir,  1  have  frequently  heard  gentlemen  decUimiatbis 
hall  of  our  glorious  Union.  Let  me  tell  tbem,  if  they 
desire  lo  preserve  it,  they  must  no  longer  spurn  at  the 
cries  of  complaint  and  injustice  coming  from  tlie  West. 
The  voice  of  whole  communities  cannot  be  atifled  in 
peace.  If  a  single  State^  one  that  exhibited  in  the  war 
of  the  Kevolulion  the  brightest  examples  of  patriotiM 
and  gallantry,  maddened  under  the  unconstitutional  tx- 
actions  made  upon  the  South,  and  shook  this  confederaqr 
to  its  centre,  what  must  be  the  mural  cfTcCt  of  year  I 
treatment  to  the  Western  Stales;  uf  a  contemptuous  re- 
jection of  the  prayers  of  tfieir  respective  Legislatures; 
of  an  avarciuus  and  fraudulent  policy^  Sir,  you  have 
done  more  tu  cripple  the  enei^iea  and  to  damp  the  af- 
fections of  the  great  multitude,  the  men  who  move  ia 
maasea,  and  make  revolutions,  than  you  ever  did  to  pro- 
voke South  Carolina.  Sir,  tir,  it  is  worse  than  a  tbso- 
sand  tarifTs. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  policy  of  reduction  and  of  the  pre- 
emption sj'slem  is  BO  much  cherished  throughout  the 
broad  region  irrigated  by  the  Mississippi  and  its  tribu- 
taries, that  any  refusal  tn  act  on  the  subject  st  this 
juncture  would  produce  a  feeling  of  ahrm  and  discon- 
tent. Guard  the  public  domain  with  the  closest  restric- 
lions,  to  prevent  fraud  anddeceptiou)speculati(m8;waleb 
it  with  the  vigilance  of  a  duenna,  but  do  not  deprive  Ibe 
poor  man  of  his  home,  the  emigrant  of  hia  stimulus  tlx 
new  States  of  that  which  serves  asa  salutary  drain  for  yoer 
crowded  and  suffering  population.  It  may  be  fashionable 
to  denounce  these  modifications  of  our  Land  lavs  u 
opening  avenues  to  fraud.  I  believe  they  have  essea- 
tially  contributed  to  develop  the  resources  of  our  eoaa- 
try.  Hiey  have  created  Slates  in  the  distant  West, 
stocked  them  with  men  who  were  foremost  in  yourbal- 
tles  on  the  frozen  wastes  of  Canada,  and  who  now,  ia 
the  same  spirit,  are  baptizing  with  their  blood  tlie  star-  | 
gemmed  byiner  of  a  maiden  empire.  Sir,  I  never  tUpk 
of  these  men,  of  their  sacrifices  and  privation:^  witkovi 
regretting  that  the  great  man  [Mr.  Cl&x]  seat  here  to 
represent  the  West,  whose  voice  was  heard  during  tbe 
darkest  hours  of  the  late  war,  cheering  on  hia  countryi 
should  now  be  found,  still  trunpet-tongaed,  pleadii^ 
not  for  his  once-loved  pioneers,  but  for  tbe  right  of  Ihii 
Government  to  deprive  them  of  their  homes! 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  may  well  be  qtiutioned  whether  yea 
can  equitably  «'il»l«'Mgfey^^K8ft)We'« 
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panti.  Th'u  Oovernment  bu  anuredly  held  out  tbe 
preiumption  tbat  liberal  cbangea  in  tbe  existing  laws 
would  be  made.  Our  pretent  Executive  certainly  went 
into  power  and  baa  ioitained  bia  adminiatrstion  aa  mueb 
on  tbiB  principle  at  rni  any  otber.  lodueeroenta  bare 
been  beld  out  to  tbe  pet^le  lo  emigrate  to  the  waate 
landf)  promiaea  have  been  made  to  tbem  year  after  yeari 
and  would  it  not  be  a  spcciea  of  fraud  lo  ray  tbey  are 
treapaNers,  and  must  be  driven  ofCf  A-od  driven 
irbere»  mrt  From  your  own  free  country  into  a  foreign 
clime. 

If  you  give  tbem  an  iocboate  title,  and  allow  tbem  to 
take  poaaeaiioni  if,  after  having  cut  down  your  foreita, 
opened  roads*  improved  liverai  and  built  up  riHages, 
you  eject  tbemi  withoi^t  trial,  or  compenution,  or  aym- 
pathy,  houtelesi  wanderers  over  a  soil  created  for  Ibeir 
benefit  and  enriched  by  tbeir  industry,  would  not  the 
whole  world  denounce  it  aa  an  act  of  heartless  cruelly } 
Sir,  let  me  warn  the  Houae  to  beware  of  tbe  consequence 
that  may  Mlow  ihia  parnmonioua  poliqr.  Tbe  people 
of  tbia  country  are  not  blind.  All  our  acta  are  acruii* 
nized  and  canvaiaed  by  Ibe  poorest  settler  in  tbe  back 
woods.  If  tbey  should  discover  partial  legislation,  our 
statute  boolu  teeming  with  laws  that  operate  to  the 
benefit  of  one  portion  of  society  at  tbe  expense  of 
sinotber»  relieving  wealthy  mefcbants,  endowing  colleges 
where  a  poor  boy  never  enteral  aupporting,  at  a  great 
expense,  a  military  inatitulion  monopolized  by  tbe  in* 
fluential,  and  conferring  extravagant  salaries  on  men  who 
nanage  cotillions  better  than  armies;  should  they  see  all 
thiSi  and  compare  it  with  the  little  tbat  haa  been  done 
for  tbem,  the  great  mass,  what  must  be  tbe  consequence^ 
'Whjt  sir,  a  feeling  of  discontent  tbat  may  be  dangerous 
in  time  to  come.  In  despotic  Governments  the  disafiec- 
tion  of  tbe  people  ia  comparatively  unimportant;  it  can 
be  put  down  with  edicli^  andceDaorsbip^  and  armai  but 
bere,  tbe  noltitode  ia  freet  no  chains  are  worn,  nor 
badges  of  servitude;  there  are  equal  privileges,  funda> 
niental  rtghta,  which  we  dare  not  violate;  public  opinion, 
if  it  has  not  the  sanctity  and  legality  of  Oovernment,'haa 
more  than  its  power.  You  cannot  put  thia  down,  Ur. 
Speaker,  by  any  act  of  Congress;  but  you  can  force  up- 
on tbe  people  a  feeUi^  of  agrarhuiism,  a  jealousy  of 
property,  a  disposition  hostile  to  diartered  rights.  There 
ts  a  tendency  to  this  in  all  mankind.  Without  venturing 
Into  political  economy,  we  may  divide  society  into  two 
classes — producers  and  non- producers.  The  first  con- 
atitute  the  majority,  but  three  fuurtha  of  their  labor  goes 
to  enrich  tbe  tatter.  Tbe  few  become  rich,  tbe  many 
remain  poor,  under  the  contributions  levied  upon  them 
by  the  former,  who,  in  all  agea  of  the  world,  have  more 
or  ieia  held  tbe  law-making  power  in  tbeir  hands.  But 
Mill  the  man  have  tbe  alrengib,  and  ibe  bone,  and  tbe 
muscle;  and,  when  roused  to  exertion,  by  a  long  denial 
of  justice,  or  by  years  of  oppressive  legislation,  their  ret- 
ribution is  terrible.  Sir,  history  is  full,  alai,  too  full,  of 
illustrations.  Hiere  are  a  hundred  volumes  in  your 
library  crimsoned  with  the  story  of  popular  vengeance. 
Turn  to  those  tomes  of  human  vice  ana  folly,  and  trace 
through  tbeir  dusty  pages  tbe  course  of  every  revolution, 
from  the  earliest  records  of  time,  and  it  will  be  found 
that  however  postponed  or  aggravated  by  other  causes, 
they  always  commenced  with  some  unregarded  disaffec- 
tion of  tbe  people.  -  Mr.  Speaker,  the  agrarian  spirit  is 
very  dangerous;  it  ia  spreading  in  England,  throughout 
Europe,  and  every  man,  with  his  eyes  open,  must  per- 
ceive iu  progress  in  the  United  States.  For  tbe  last  ten 
years,  fostered  by  unequal  laws  and  high  tariff  duties, 
it  has  spread  widely  and  deeply,  particularly  in  your 
large  cities  and  manufacturing  towns,  where  the  in- 
equaltiea  of  wealth,  the  artificial  distinctions  of  society, 
lutol  the  contrasts  of  plenty  and  privation,  are  painfully 
visible.    Tbia  is  certainly  tbe  weak  point  in  our  fiovern- 
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meot.  It  is  not  disunion  or  foreign  aggression,  or  ex- 
tended empire  or  centralism,  but  this  very  community 
principle,  which  we  may  dread.  In  a  republic  it  must 
inevitably  be  produced  by  partial  and  oppreasive  legis- 
lation. It  can  only  be  arrested  by  conferring  equal 
benefits  on  all.  Sir,  tbe  inequality  of  our  legidwtion  is 
felt  by  every  laboring  man  in  tbe  West,  in  reference  to 
bis  great  object  of  interest,  the  public  lands. 

He  knows  practically  that  your  system  of  dispoaing  of 
them,  especially  now,  when  the  mania  of  speculation 
ragei^  is  by  no  means  equitable.  Tbey  are  run  out  by 
surveyors,  who  note  every  valuable  lot,  and  sell  tbe  in- 
formation thus  acquired  to  speeuhttort.  Tbey  are  then 
put  up  at  auction  to  the  highest  bidder.  Can  the  settler 
come  in  competition  with  the  opulent  planter  or  aasociap 
ted  capital^  Can  he  purchase  at  ten  or  twenty  dollars 
per  acre?  No,  sir,  no.  Deceived  by  his  Government, 
cheated  by  the  deceitful  illusion,  not  broken  until  (be 
last  hour,  that  some  reservation  authorized  by  law 
would  be  made  in  bis  favor,  the  care-worn  occupant  re- 
turns, with  a  bitter  and  rebellious  spirit,  to  witness  tbe 
dinppointment  and  wretchedness  of  bia  own  fire- 
side; bis  children  desponding;  bis  wife  perhaps  in 
tbe  agony  of  childbed,  shelterless;  himself,  decrepit 
and  penniless,  driven  forth  by  tbe  influence  of  wealth 
and  the  ingratitude  of  his  country.  Oh,  nr,  it  is  unwise 
thus  to  sport  with  the  affections  of  your  people;  it  is  hard 
thus  to  deprive  one  of  his  home,  humble  though  it  be. 
Sprung  from  the  earth,  and  destined  lo  return  to  it, 
every  man  wtabesto  acquire  nn  interest  in  it— 4orae  little 
spot  that  he  may  call  his  own.  It  is  a  deep,  absorbing 
feeling,  tbat  nature  has  planted  in  us.  The  sailor  on  tbe 
"  vasty  deep;"  the  lone  Indian  and  wild  bee  hunter  on  the 
prairies  of  Missouri;  the  mountaineer,  as  be  threads  his 
chsmios  track;  and  tbe  soldier,  perishing  for  fame  ere 
he  freezes  into  a  stiffened  corse,  dream%  all  dream,  of 
their  early  home;  and  when  every  other  feeling  is  sub* 
dued  and  withered,  the  heart  that  would  not  blench  st 
acenes  of  crime  and  blood  will  soften  under  the  Aant 
de  Vaehe,  the  early  song  of  childhood. 

It  is  an  undying  feeling;  and,  when  one  haa  gone  out 
from  his  father's  wasted  roof,  and,  in  the  untrodden  for- 
est, clustered  his  family  around  some  humble  shed,  can 
be  see  it  wrested  from  him  by  the  laws  of  his  counti^, 
without  cursing  that  country  and  those  who  govern  iXi 
Sir,  what  can  compensate  a  Government  for  the  loss  of 
tbe  love  of  its  people?  What  is  your  overflowing  Treas- 
ury, when  it  is  filtered  from  the  tears  of  the  wretched, 
wrung  from  tbe  hard  earninga  of  those  who  would  coin 
their  blood  for  your  protection,  and  rampart  round  tbia 
Capitol  with  their  dead  bodies  before  it  should  be  pdlu- 
teu  by  the  presence  of  an  enemy?  Sir,  if  you  wish  to 
perpetuate  tbia  Union;  if  you  wish  to  extinguish  the  b- 
tal  feeling  to  which  I  have  alluded,  to  secure  tbe  quiet 
enjoyment  of  vested  rights  for  age*  to  come,  yfHi  will 
give  to  every  man  who  seeks  it  a  home  in  tbe  soil. 
There  ii  little  faith  in  parchments  or  charters,  or  in  the 
liberty  they  effect  to  guaranty;  but  it  is  probable  this 
Government  would  endure  uncounted  centuries,  if  evenr 
quarter  section  of  the  public  domain  wu  tbe  bonajlde 
property  of  an  actual  aettler.  Incorpumte  every  man 
with  tbe  soil,  cluster  around  bim  the  blessed  endearmentl 
of  home,  and  you  bind  him  in  an  allegiance  stronger  than 
a  thousand  oaths. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  said  he  could  not  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Hiasissippi,  as  to  the  want  of  co-operalion 
on  the  part  of  tbe  Eaaiem  members  in  matters  touching 
tbe  interest  of  tbe  West.  On  tbe  contrary,  he  (Mr.  A.) 
bsd  every  reason  to  speak  in  terms  of  high  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  attention  he  had  received  to  the  interests  of 
the  West.  As  to  the  resolution  before  the  House,  he 
moved  its  reference  to  the  CommUlf  e  on  Public  Lands. 
That,  be  thought,  wag,^,^fgr^^(9^ee,»iHl 
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imiil  be  conHdercd  more  conTcmnt  with  queiliooi  *t- 
fecting  the  publie  lud  tbro  kny  lelect  eoniinittee  that 
could  be  rawed. 

Mr.  JARVIS  Mid  he  bid  an  anendment  himuir  looF- 
ter,  bat  he  was  williit);  to  waire  it.  He  thouffbt  that  the 
difcm^on  ihonid  end  here,  especially  aa  he  waa  anxioaa 
that  the  new  Slatea  should  have  an  opportunity  to  pre- 
•ent  reaolutionv.  He  therefore  moved  the  prerioos 
qnestion. 

And  the  House  refused  to  aecond  the  call:  Ayes  60* 
noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  MANN,  or  New  York,  said  it  must  be  apparent,  by 
tbta  time*  that  tbii  proposition  was  neither  more  nor  leti 
than  a  new  edition  of  the  old  and  exploded  idea  of  dis- 
trtbutinif  the  proceeds  of  the  ssles  of  the  public  lands, 
attempted  to  be  concealed  under  rubbish  and  verbiage, 
and  gilded  over  by  the  patriotic  idea  of  applying  it  to 
public  education.  Its  paternity  is  suspicious,  and  its 
Dope  bllacious  and  deiuoive.  Tbe  resolution  following 
the  preamble  disclcaes  its  object  in  its  argument:  "to 
avoid  tbe  objection  of  one  State  holding  land  in  another, 
the  committee  are  to  be  initructrd  to  report  a  provision 
that  the  lands  be  sold  by  (he  United  Slates,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds given  to  the  old  States  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion." Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  what  more  distinct  surrender 
of  the  principle  of  dividing  **the  spoib"  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  Stales  coiitd  be  desired,  thu  is  con- 
tained  in  thu  provision.^ 

Sir,  genllemen  sometimes  express  their  surprise  at 
the  various  proposiUons  submtttedt  but,  air,  I  am  no 
longer  surprised  at  any  thing  occurring  here.  I  have 
been  here  too  long  for  that,  sir.  But  I  will  admit  that  1 
beard  the  remarks  of  my  friend  from  Mississippi  [Mr. 
CLiiBoaifi]  on  this  subject  with  regret.  1  am  confi- 
dent, however,  sir,  that  those  remarks  proceeded  from 
any  other  cause  than  a  sense  of  the  injustice  or  illibcr. 
ality  of  Congreas  towards  tbe  new  Slates;  and  I  am  sure 
that,  on  more  experirnce  here,  and  a  more  careful 
consideration  of  the  subject  upon  broad  and  liberal 
principles,  my  honorable  and  talented  young  friend  will 
not  cherish  any  of  the  feelings  he  bas  expressed.  I 
know  (said  Mr.  M.)  the  purity  of  his  feelings  and  the 

! generosity  of  his  nature  loo  well,  I  trust,  to  suppose  bim 
or  a  moment  capable  of  acting  vpoa  local,  selfi«h,  or 
narrow  principles,  to  favor  his  own  or  any  other  State. 

The  preamble  (Mr.  M.  repeated)  to  Ibis  resnlutinn  is 
illusory  and  deceptive,  addressed  to  the  cupidity  of  the 
old  States  represented  upon  Ihia  floor.  It  recites  the 
grants  made  by  Congress  to  each  of  the  new  States  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  aggregate,  without  specifying 
the  motive  or  consideration  upon  which  tliey  were  made. 
Ita  argument  is,  that  an  equal  quantity  should  be  granted 
to  the  old  States,  to  make  tbem  respectively  equal  sharers 
In  the  public  lands.  Now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  nalhing 
Could  be  devised  more  disingenuouaand  deceptive.  Let 
us  look  at  it  briefly.  The  idea  ia  that  the  old  States 
granted  these  lands  to  the  new  for  an  implied  considera- 
tion, and  resulting  benefit  to  Ihemaelves)  that  it  was  a 
sort  of  Indian  gift,  to  be  refunded  with  increase.  Not 
so,  nr,  at  all.  If  Mr.  M.  understood  the  motives  in- 
ducing those  grants,  they  were  paternal  on  the  part  of 
the  old  States;  proceeding  upon  that  generous  and  no- 
ble liberality  which  induces  a  wealthy  father  lo  advance 
and  provide  for  his  children.  This  was  the  moving 
consideration,  though  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  aware  that  the 

? rants  in  aid  of  the  improvemenis  of  the  new  Slates  and 
'erritories  were  upon  consideration  of  advancing  tbe 
sale  and  improvement  of  the  renaininff  hinds  in  those 
Slates  held  by  the  United  States. 

We  were  now  asked,  he  (Mr.  M.)  believed,  for  the 
first  and  he  hoped  for  the  last  time,  to  destroy  that  pa- 
renul  and  fhtternal  feeling  which  had  always  hound  the 
new  States  to  the  old  in  an  indissoluble  union,  by  array- 


ing befoie  tbem  our  liberal  beneficence,  and  cUtniac 
from  them  an  equivalent.  Sir,  we  should  remember 
that  the  people  of  the  new  States  are  our  enterpriaiag 
citizens  front  the  old — oor  friends  and  ourchtMrent  aal 
if  we  establish  the  principle  contained  in  tbts  prapan> 
tion,  we  might  as  well  claim  from  them  a  remaaeratioa 
for  all  our  appropriations  lo  make  their  roads,  to  opca 
and  render  habitable  the  country  sought  by  tbe'ir  Mter- 
prise.  We  might,  in  short,  claim  a  remuneratioa  fcr 
ihe  loss  of  our  population  and  wealth  which  has  bees 
transferred  from  tbe  old  to  the  new  Stales.  The  prin- 
ciple carried  out  would  result  in  tbts.  Mr.  M.  aud  be 
perceived  that  tbe  Statea  of  Kentucky  and  TameasM 
were  lo  share  in  this  proposed  boonty.  Host  of  tbe  old 
States  possessed  a  Isrge  share  of  land  which  they. 
have  devoted  to  the  various  purposes  of  their  own  iofaat 
Governments.  When  the  people  of  tbe  new  lefk  the 
old  Stales,  they  relinquished  their  interests  m  time 
land^  and  the  funds  proceeding  from  tbemt  and  this 
consideralion  has,  per hapS)  had  acme  effect  wftb  Ce»* 
gress  in  extending  their  liberality  to  tbe  people  of  the 
new  S(ale«.    It  should  do  so. 

The  United  States  continue  to  hold  their  large  dnmaia 
in  those  new  States,  and  to  derive  a  revenue  therefrom. 
Not  so  with  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tenneaaee. 
These  were  not  colonial  States.  How  did  they  aeqakv 
title  to  Ihe  lands  within  their  juriadieti<m?  Not  by  grant 
from  Ihe  Untied  States*  or  any  one  of  tbem.  Time  wifl 
not  permit,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  relate  the  history  of  thost 
transactions  now.   Suflee  it  lo  say,  they  made  **  lawfid 

Erize  of  the  lands*'  they  now  bold,  no  matter  whether 
y  discovery  or  conquest.  They  wi^  now  to  sbare  a 
new  division  of  spoil«i  and,  if  any  is  to  be  bad,  perhaps 
it  is  right  they  should. 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  saying  ihat,  when  it  shall  be  in 
order,  he  woqid  move  to  strike  out  the  preamble  lo  tUs 
resolution  entirely,  as  ilhisory,  argumentative,  and  d» 
eeplive. 

The'  SPEAKER  said  tbe  motion  was  not  now  ia  or* 

der. 

Mr.  MANN  gave  notice  that,  when  in  order,  be  vodi 
renew  the  motion. 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNG  said  that  he  thought  it  wooM  be 
better  lo  dispose  of  one  resohilion  at  a  time,  and  for  this 
purpose  he  would  mov«  that  the  House  proceed  to  tbe 
orders  of  tbe  dayi  which  motion  prevailed. 

EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  considenition  of  the 
resolution,  originally  Kubmitled  by  Mr.  Wiss,  and  the 
amendment  proposed  thereto  by  Mr.  Piabcc,  of  Rhods 
Island,  for  an  inquiry  into  alleged  abases  of  the  execa- 
live  departments  of  Ihe  Government. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  observed  that,  although  entitled 
to  the  floor,  he  had  not  inten'fed  to  interrupt  tbe  tmii* 
nesain  which  ihe  House  had  been  just  engaged,  ^a 
call  for  the  order  of  the  day.  In  truth,  he  siiould  have 
preferred  that  the  subject  now  under  conaideralioa 
should  have  been  permitted  to  lie  over  until  hiscolteague, 
who  had  preaented  the  original  resolution,  [Mr.  Wiai,] 
should  be  present  to  defend  it  But  it  had  been  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  order  it  otherwise!  mtd,  cooca^ 
ring  as  he  did  in  the  propriety  of  that  resolution,  be 
should  reluctantly  assume  the  usk,  which  his  eollea^ 
would  have  so  much  more  ably  performed,  of  vindicstac 
it  againsl  the  objections  urged  in  debate,  and  the  iwwdi 
oua  attempt,  by  way  of  amendment,  to  defeat  it. 

The  present  discussion  (said  Mr.  R.^  has  been  pro. 
nouneed  by  a  gentleman,  who  took  part  in  it,  [  Mr.  Haits, 
of  New  Tork,  1  one  of  the  most  useless  that  ever  occw 
red  in  this  ball.  And,  so  ftr  aa  respects  the  snceesa  of 
the  proposed  measure,  the  remuk*  judging  firam  tha 
ftte  of  similar  efforta  tft  Jj;KBig>9^$>9<'t^ 
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mto  the  condition  of  tbe  executire  depertmenta,  may  be 
perfectly  just.  But  that  gCDtlenian  regai^  it  aa  useleaa, 
because,  he  tells  110,  no  one  now  objecta  to  the  paasai^e 
of  the  resolution  in  some  shape  or  other.  We  stiall  see, 
■ir,  hew  this  is  when  the  vote  shall  be  taken.  But  grant- 
ing  it  to  be  true,  atili  it  is  alMmportant  that  tbe  shape  of 
the  resolution  be  such  aa  will  attain  tbe  object  in  view. 
If  the  rorm  propoaed  by  my  colleague  be  adopted,  it  will 
justify  a  thorough  ioTestigation;  if  the  amendment  prevail, 
all  inquiry  may  be  suppressed.  Gentlemen,  however 
diaposed  to  investigate,  may  be  unwilling  to  assume  the 
character  of  accusers  or  witnesses.  They  may  not  per- 
MKwIly  know  tbe  truth  of  the  facts  into  which  they  would 
inquire,  nor  choose  to  vouch  for  the  suspicions  which  are 
abroad.  To  demand  a  specific  accusation  before  inquiry 
im  to  reverae  the  order  of  proceeding.  The  very  pur* 
pose  of  ao  invcatigation  is  to  ■scertain  whether  there  ii 
or  is  not  ground  for  accusation.  If  specific  charges 
could  be  made  and  sustained*  without  a  previous  inqui- 
ry, iofjuiry  would  be  unnecessary)  we  might  proceed, 
at  once,  to  impeach  the  officer,  or  correct  the  abuse. 
The  shape  of  tbe  resolution,  iberefore,  is  not  matter  of 
form  merely,  as  gentiemen  would  seem  to  imply.  In 
one  form  it  will  throw  tbe  door  npen  to  inquiry)  in  an- 
other it  slams  it  tn  your  face.  If  the  form  be  so  very 
inunaterial  that  all  discussiuo  is  useless,  why,  sir,  was  the 
resolution,  originally  proposed  by  my  colleague,  not  ac* 
cepted  at  oncef  Why  baa  an  amendment  been  offered 
BO  luutcceptable  to  him  and  to  those  who  concur  with 
him?  Unleu  this  amendment  was  designed  to  prevent 
tbe  full  investigation  they  ask,  what  purpoae  could  it  an- 
mwer,  eicept  to  provoke  that  useless  debate,  of  which 
Sentlemen  compUln,  and  in  which  they  have  taken  so 
large  a  share?  [nateid,  however,  of  taking  the  vote  up. 
un  a  resolution  which,  it  is  said,  all  are  willing  in  some 
shape  to  adopt,  it  has  been  vehemently  assailed,  and  a 
multitude  of  objections,  utterly  frivolous  and  inconsis- 
tent, have  been  arrayed  against  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Idand  [Hr.  PuEct]  ob- 
jects that  it  ii  not  bi^d  enough.  To  tise  bis  own  elegant 
inetapbor,  "  it  does  not  take  the  bull  by  the  horns."  If 
gentlemen  have  any  thing  to  say  against  the  President, 
be  desires  it  shall  be  done  in  due  form,  and  then,  we  are 
to  understand,  full  latitude  would  be  allowed.  But  he 
immediately  refutes  his  own  objecliont  for  he  adds  that, 
in  passing  upon  the  acta  of  the  Pmideot'i  minister^  we 
necessarily  pass  upon  bim. 

The  geiitlcilun  from  LouiaUna,  [Mr.  Kirur,]  on  his 
part,  objects  to  the  resolution  expressly  upon  the  ground 
that  it  is  a  direct  assault  upon  tbe  President  blmselfi  that 
it  impotea  to  him  falsehood  and  corrupliont  and  declares, 
that  to  institute  an  inquiry  would  be  to  sanction  tbe 
charge.  Thus,  sir,  one  objects  because  the  resolution  is 
not  bold  enough,  the  other  because  it  ia  too  boldi  one 
because  it  does  not  take  the  bull  by  the  bum^  the  other 
beoMiae  it  does.  It  is  impoasible  tbat  both  can  be  right 
in  tbe  reasons  assigned,  yet  both  will  concur  in  voting 
gainst  the  resolution;  and,  shape  our  course  as  we  may, 
we  cannot  reconcilethe  one  without  disobliging  the  other. 

None  will  contend  that  my  colleague's  resolution  is 
not  Sufficiently  broad.  That,  sir,  ia  the  fatal  objection) 
it  was  designed  to  be  efTcctual.  Gentlemen  complain 
tbat  it  ia  too  broad}  not  speafio  enough.  U  is  very  much, 
aayi  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Munr,]  in  tbe 
uture  of  a  general  search-warrantt  and  tbe  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [  Mr.  Li»]  is  opposed  to  a  roving,  unlim- 
ited, unrestricted  committee.  Let  us  suppose  tbat  these 
objections  prevail,  and  tbat  a  committee  ia  appointed 
under  the  rektrictions  imposed  by  tbe  amendment.  My 
colleague,  as  chairman,  proceeda  at  ita  bead  to  the 
Treasury  Department.  The  tign  of  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney, m  Urge  capitals,  attracta  bis  notice.  My  colleague, 
you  kiv>w*  sir,  hwalwayi  imuufciUd  a  Mroog  dciire  to 


investigate  the  nature  of  the  alleged  connexion  between 
Whitney  and  the  Treasury.  He  is  about  to  enter.  Stt^,' 
say  the  gentlemen,  specify  your  charges.  I  make  none, 
my  colleague  replieai  I  come  to  institute  an  inquiry. 
Then  we  cannot  proceed,  sifi  we  are  not  a  roving,  unre- 
stricted committee.  Beside^  sir,  this  Mr.  Whitney  ia  a 
private  gentlemani  he  oCicnpiei  a  barber's  abop.  Bar- 
ber's shops  doubtless  may  be  found  sometimee  very  con- 
venient sppendsjfes  to  banks,  to  enable  them  to  shave 
their  customerst  but  my  colleague  might  be  at  a  loss  to 
understand  what  occasion  there  could  be  for  one,  if  It  be 
of  that  description,  so  near  the  Treasury.  Overruled, 
he  proceeds  to  the  other  deparlmrnls.  He  requests  to 
seethe  official  correspondence.  What  is  your  specific 
charge?  1  wish  to  inquire  into  the  appointment  or  dis- 
missal of  aacb  and  such  officers)  the  recent  appointment 
of  Hocker,  for  Instance,  wbo,  it  has  been  stated  on  this 
floor,  kept  back  the  poll-books  of  an  election  for  party 
purposes,  and  has  been  rewarded  with  office  in  tbe  midst 
of  an  insulted  and  Indignant  community.  Doyou  charge 
corruption  or  abuse  f  Nn;  my  object  is  to  inquire.  We 
can  only  inquire  into  specinc  charges.  Permit  me, 
then,  to  ace  tbe  books  of  the  office.  Hold,  airi  what 
particular  entry  do  you  allege  to  be  bise  or  naudulent? 
I  cannot  tell,  says  my  colleague,  what  the  entries  may 
disclose  before  I  am  permitted  to  see  tbem.  Tbat  would 
be  in  the  nature  of  a  general  search.  He  is  sgain  over- 
ruledt  (he  books  remain  sealed  books  for  hitn,  and  be  re- 
turns from  his  fruitless  errand,  as  wise  as  he  went.  But 
he  makes  a^  report;  and  how  does  he  respond  to  tbe 
broad  assertions  of  tbe  message?  Is  all  right?  Are  our 
public  functionaries  all  diligent,  all  hon^t?  Sir,  be  can- 
not answer  the  <iuesiion.  He  has  been  (wrmitted  to 
open  no  book,  to  inspect  no  record.  And  this  mock  ex- 
amination is  to  be  claimed  on  behalf  of  men  at-the  head 
of  our  executive  departments;  of  honorable  men,  it  is 
said,  unjustly  assailed!  Were  you  to  enter  the  house  of 
a  suspected  felon  in  search  of  stolen  goods,  he  might  be 
expected  to  inust  that  general  search-warrants  wer«  on- 
constitutional,  and  to  forbid  you  to  open  a  closet,  or  turn 
a  key,  until  you  should  specify,  on  oatb,  the  article  al- 
leged to  have  been  purloined)  and,  tf  brought  to  trial,  he 
might  call  on  some  quibbling  attorney  to  seize  on  any 
flaw  in  the  indictment  to  get  him  off.  But  men  filling 
high  and  responsible  stations  cannot,  without  dishonor, 
rely  upon  any  defence  which  precludes  a  thorough  in- 
vesttntion  into  their  official  conduct;  Such  a  course 
would  justly  excite  suspicion^  where  none  existed  be- 
fore) and  where  they  dtd,  would  confirm  them.  What, 
sir,  woiild  you  tbink  of  the  clerk  of  a  bank,  or  other  in- 
stitution, over  which  you  might  preside,  who  should  re. 
fuse  you  permission  to  inspect  his  books,  unless  you 
should  first  make  a  specific  charge,  and  designate  the 
particular  entry  to  prove  it?  Would  you  not  inter  guilt, 
and  instantly  dismiss  him  from  your  service.' 

Sir,  the  investigation  now  proposed  on  tbe  part  of  the 
public  in  no  respect  dilTers'  from  tbat  which  every  pri- 
vste  iofititution  or  individual  is  at  liberty  to  make.  The 
people  surely  have  the  same  right  to  know  in  what  way 
their  affairs  are  managed  by  tbeir  own  agenu.  They 
will  not  be  satisfied  that  aucb  an  investigation  shall  be 
denounced  as  inquisitorial  t  refused,  unless  thelt  repre- 
sentatives shall  Btep  forward  as  witnesses  or  accuaera)  or, 
if  allowed,  tbat  commilteca  shall  be  sent  into  the  public 
offi(!es  hoodwinked,  and  tied  down  to  specific  allega- 
tions. Still  less  will  they  agree  to  be  tokl  that  execu- 
tive officera  are  not  the  servants  of  the  people,  but  the 
President's  ministers,  more  sacred,  even,  than  the  minia  • 
ters  of  a  King;  tlut  all  inquiry  into  their  conduct  shall 
be  suppressed,  because  the  President  has  borne  testimo- 
ny to  their  fidelity,  and  to  question  tbat  ia  to  assail  his 
veracity.  Yes,  sir,  such  are  the  doctrines  now  heard  on 
this  floor.   To  tUs  complexion  bm  we  cooie  at  last. 
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Uut,  ur,  while  one  gentleman  [Hr.  Riput]  denouncet 
Ibe  proposed  inquiry  as  inquisitorial,  and  another  [Hr. 
Liaa]  as  wholly  unprecedented,  the  G^enllenian  from 
Rhode  Island  is  oppcned  to  it  bfcause  it  is  already  pro. 
Tided  for  by  the  rules  of  the  House.  Srver»l  of  the 
ttandtnir  committees^  be  tells  us,  amcHig  others  the  Com- 
mittee or  Ways  and  Means,  have  authority  to  do  every 
thing  contemplated  by  the  resolution.  If  so,  sir,  surely 
the  proceeding  is  not  without  precedentt  and,  ifinquisi- 
torial  in  its  character,  why  does  not  the  gentleman  from 
Louiiiani  move  to  sboli^  the  rules  which  require  it? 
It  is  impossible  to  reconcile  these  inconsistencies.  There 
is  PotbinK  inquisitorial  or  illrgsl  demanded  by  the  reso- 
hition.  It  propoMt  to  insure  the  performance  of  an  iiB< 

Ctant  duty  which  we  owe  to  toe  counlryj  and  which 
been  too  long  neglected. 
But  if  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Ur.  Lase]  will  not 
regard  the  authority  conferred  by  the  rules  of  the  House 
on  its  standing  committees  as  a  precedent  in- point,  what 
will  he  say  to  the  precedent  in  the  case  of  the  Post  or. 
fiee  examination^  Awere  of  its  force,  beioa^tto  erade 
it  by  telling  us  Ihst  that  examination  was  moved  for  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Committee.  What  then, 
«ic^  The  objection  is  not  to  ttie  power,  but  to  tbe  mem- 
ber who  appfiesi  not  to  the  resolution,  but  to  the  mover. 
It  would,  indeed,  appear  so.  But  two  days  paar,  a  reso- 
lution, offered  by  one  of  my  colleagues,  [Mr.  Gabu«d,] 
to  inquire  into  the  connexion  between  Whitney  and  the 
Treasury,  waa  unanimously  adopted — unanimously — 
tbough,  in  nibstance,  the  same  with  that  wbieb  another 
colleague,  on  a  different  side  of  tbe  House,  [He.  Wtss,] 
bad,  during  a  great  part  of  tbe  last  session,  struggled  in 
vain  to  carry  through.  Yes,  wr,  fortunately,  the  Post 
Office  investigstion  was  moved  for  by  a  friend  of  the 
sdministr«t)oni  it  was  directed,  loo,  notwithstanding  the 
President  bsd  proclaimed  that  all  was  well,  by  those 
who  certainly  did  not  mean  to  impea^  his  veracity.  No 
specific  charges  were  demanded.  The  committee  waa 
vested  with  a  sweepinv  authority  to  examine,  generally, 
into  tbe  condition  and  proceedinga  of  the  Post  Office 
Departmenli  and  the  result  of  its  labors  was  the  develop- 
ment of  a  mass  of  iniquity,  seldom  surpassed  in  tbe  his- 
tory of  the  most  corrupt  Governments.  Suppose,  sir, 
tbe  doctrine  of  specifications  had  been  then  enforced. 
Who  could  bave  specified  the  neglects,  the  frauds,  the 
erasures,  the  corrupt  and  collusive  practices  of  every 
kind,  which  prevailed  in  tbe  Department,  many  of  which 
were,  for  the  first  time,  discovered  in  tbe  progress  of 
the  examination,  and  astonisbcd  even  those  who  suspect- 
ed moat*  What  sized  document  would  it  have  required 
to  comprise  the  specifications?  And,now,  when  an  ex* 
amination  is  proposed  into  all  the  departments— every 
one  of  whicbi  it  wu  once  broadly  intimated  by  an  ad. 
miniatration  gentleinan  on  this  floor,  [Mr.  Smitw,]  if  tbe 
light  should  be  let  in,  would  disclose  similar  delinquen- 
eitt  it  is  gravely  insisted  that  no  inquiry  shall  be  made, 
or,  if  authorized,  that  it  shall  extend  to  no  abtues  except 
such  as  shall  be  specifically  alleged. 

Sir,  there  is  no  want  of  authority  in  this  House,  or  of 
precedents,  to  juBtify  a  general  examination  into  tlie  con- 
dition and  proceedings  of  the  depirtmenu.  All  that  is 
wanting  la  the  inclination  to  exert  it.  Gentlemen  ahould 
ahow  precedent  for  refusing  it.  During  the  last  admin* 
tsttatlon,  when  Chilton's  resolutions  were  under  discus- 
sion, and  every  species  of  corruption  imputed,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  who  now  calls  for  specific 
charges,  though  then  a  friend  of  that  administration,  de- 
clared  that  tbe  more  extensive  the  Inquiry,  the  more  he 
■bould  be  pleased.  He  wiriied  4bat  a  history  of  its 
whole  proceedinga  could  be  written  in  sunbeams  in 
tbe  heavens,  that  alt  might  see)  and  the  administration 
party,  to  their  honor,  voted  for  the  resolutions,  without 
one  dissenUng  voice.   What  a  contrast  doei  ool  their 


conduct  exbU>it  to  that  of  tbe  psrty  now  ia  power,  whs 
object  to  inquiry,  while  constantly  proclaintng  tbeir  w'i- 
lingness  to  meet  it,  because  it  may  wound  tbe  Presdtai; 
or  seelc  to  shelter  the  public  officers  under  exceplioaits 
form' 

Are  gentlemen  seriou^  sir,  in  thia  demand  Sat  wftiSt 
charges?  Why  was  it,  then,  that  a  resolution,  ollind 
last  sesuon,  demanding  an  inquiry  into  an  aBrgcd  3Edt 
connexion  between  Whitney  uid  the  Treasury,  was  re- 
pealedly  and  finally  rejected^  Kven  tbe  amend«eat 
offered  by  my  colleague,  from  the  Brunswick  district 
[Hr.  DaoHooou,]  proposing  humbly  to  soficit  tbe  ia- 
formation  from  tbe  SecreUry  of  tbe  Treasury,  tbe  efficer 
implicated,  ultimately  fuledt  tbe  gentlrHten  nowciJIiBg 
for  spec'>ficationB,  [Messrs.  MAn,  PiAaei,  Sinxi,  and 
Lask,}  wiih  one  voice  voting  agaiitst  the  faistpn^tentKM 
to  take  it  up,  made  by  my  collea^e  from  Accomscir, 
[Mr.  WiaK,]and  succeeding,  with  an  admiiustrsticMiiiH- 
norily  of  59,  in  stifling  all  inquiry. 

But,  if  it  shall  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  adopt 
the  amendmentt  if  specific  charges  imiat  be  made,  it  vilV 
perhaps,  not  be  so  difficult  to  present  them  as  gentle* 
men  may  bave  imagined.  Cbatfes  have  been  Bade  up- 
on this  floor,  upon  authority  which  tbe  gcntlenun  from 
Rhode  Island,  at  least,  will  not  question,  well  oicritiag 
investigation.  Sir,  they  were  nude  by  ttie  geBtlenan 
himself.  I  was  not  present]  but  I  am  not  peraiutd 
to  doubt,  tbough  it  seems  almost  iocredibte,  that  tbe 
gentleman  who,  some  four  or  five  years  ago^  delivcted 
a  speech  in  this  hall  on  the  resohition  remsg  to  the 
Wiseasset  collector,  and  who  bore  the  same  saiM,  aad 
represented  the  same  State,  is  the  same  gentknaii  «bo 
off'ered  the  amendment,  and  whom  I  now  behold  ntliag 
nearme.  Beu  quantum  maiatut  ah  ilio  J  Ibegkareto 
recapitulate  some  of  the  most  prominent  charges. 

Mr.  RoBKaTsos  then  enumerated  a  variety  of  charges 
contained  in  the  speech  of  the  member  rob  Rbm 
Ifeland,  in  April,  1833.— (Congressional  Debates,  toL 
p.  S397.)   He  read  passages  to  show  that  tbe  seaber 
bad  substantially  charged  the  President  and  bis  part}'— 

With  neglecting  the  reform  and  rctrenchineBt  tbry 
were  pledged  to  iflecti 

With  viewing  those  who  had  previously  been  ta  offce 
as  conquered  enemies,  and  the  offices  Ibcmaehci  aalhc 
spuils  of  victory. 

He  said  that  the  gentlMMn,  to  use  \Cm  own  exprnme 
languBffe,  had  taken  the  bull  by  the  bom^  and  md 
charged  tbe  President  himself— 

With  improperly  appoiining mrmbcrs  of  Ox^pm^a 
office  I 

With  using  his  official  patronage  and  inflacKt  lo 
make  Hr.  Van  Buren  hia  successor 

With  contemning  the  authority  of  a  CMiidioatebnaGb 
of  tbe  Government,  the  Senatei  aad 

With  uaurpii^  or  abusing  the  power  of  appMrtwat 

Mr.  RoB»TSO]r  commented  upon  these  cbstges,Hd 
the  arguments  and  proofs  adduced  by  the  menbrr  Am 
Rhode  Ibland  in  support  of  them.  He  ssid  tbstibc 
abuses  complained  of  had  never  been  invesl^aled-* 
that  it  was  time  to  inquire  whether  the  cbargfi  MM 
well  founded,  and  if  so  to  provide  a  remedy. 

He  observed  that  to  the  list  of  members  of  CoogrM 
tiamed  by  the  member  from  Rhode  Island,  on  *^ 
eculive  favor  had  been  bestowed,  numerous  otbersai4;<|' 
now  be  added)  that  Uie  President  bad  indulged  inib* 
practice,  the  corrupt  tendency  of  which  be  Iwl  hio*"' 
planted  out,  lo  an  unexampled  extent. 

To  the  instances  adduced  to  prove  the  President'!  ccs- 
tempt  for  the  authority  of  the  Senate— those  ff'S*^ 
baugb  and  Rector — he  would  add  that  of  GvIbbi  *~ 
the  more  recent  case  of  the  former  Speaker  of  tbs 
Housei  and  argued  that  the  Prenden^  in  keeping  pE^ 
.  soos  in  office  whom  the  Senate  Jtad  rejected  w  kcepH 
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Aflicei  vteant  which  the  publio  tervlce  reqaired  should 
be  filled,  until  the  Benmte  should  conrorm  to  his  will, 
badt  in  cfTect,  appropriated  the  whole  power  of  appoint- 
ment to  faimaelft  and  lioUted  the  oonatitution.  In  ita  spirit, 
if  not  in  iti  letter. 

In  regard  to  the  chai|fe  against  him  of  usinr  his  oflEl- 
eikl  patronage  and  influence  in  the  election  of  hia  suc- 
eeasor,  be  would  only  say  that,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  nearly  five  years  past,  saw  grounds  to  be- 
Keve  that  the  Pre«dent  bad  thrown  **  his  mantle"  upon 
Mr.  Van  Bureni  if  he  thought  hinwlf  justified  in  pre- 
senting the  TiTtd  picture  be  then  drew  oF  the  President 
with  his  pet  candidate  **  on  hia  shoulders^"  it  was  im< 

KMble  he  could  hare  seen  any  thing  since  to  shake  his 
lief;  on  the  contrary,  the  Gwtnn  letter,  tbe  Baltimore 
eaacus,  tbe  late  electioneering  tour  into  Tennessee, 
were  corroborating  proofs,  with  many  others  that  the 
President  had  kept  his  eye  steadily  on  hia  object,  until 
it  had  been  finally  consummated. 

While  upon  this  subject,  said  Mr.  R.,  as  the  merila  of 
tbe  president  eleet  have  been  brought  into  discussion,  I 
will  take  the  occasion  to  say,  that  however  reprehensible 
1  nay  confer  the  manner  of  his  elevation  to  the  preai* 
dency,  for  one,  I  am  unwilling  to  prejudge  his  courset 
atill  more  to  proclum  in  advance  an  uncompromising 
hottiltty  to  bia  adminiatralton.  He  ia  constitutionally 
elected.  The  people  have,  at  least,  gone  through  the 
forma  of  an  election^  <hd  we  owe  it  to  them  to  give  bia 
measures  a  candid  consideration.  Nor  ia  there  any  thing 
in  the  course  prescribed  to  bira  to  justify,  in  my  opiiuon, 
predetermined  opposition  from  any  quarter.  It  is  true, 
the  humiliating  condition  has-been  imposed  upon  him  of 
fbllowtng  in  the  footsteps,  and  carrying  out  the  princi- 
ples, as  they  are  called,  of  General  JacKson;  but  this,  in 
reality,  ia  no  restriction:  it  gives  him  full  latitudet  a 
earie  blanche  to  steer  bis  course  to  any  point  of  the  po- 
litical eompasi.  For  what  principle  is  there,  or  meas- 
ure, which  has  ever  agitated  or  divided  tbe  American 
people,  in  respect  to  which  General  Jackson  baa  not,  at 
oifTtrrent  tiibea,  held  opposite  positions?  Let  ua  test  the 
operatmn  of  this  pledge  opon  the  future  policy  of  the 
administntion.  , 

Will  Hr.  Van  Buren  favor  retrenchment  and  reform? 
Why,  sir,  so  did  General  Jacksam  it  was  the  very  watch- 
word of  tbe  party.  Will  he  aet  bia  face  against  ihem? 
He  may  plead  the  eiample  of  his  predecessor. 

Will  he  recommend  a  protecting  tariff?  He  will  find 
full  authority  in  (he  early- messages  of  General  Jackson, 
and  in  his  course  during  tbe  controversy  with  South 
Carolina.  Will  be  discountenance  the  principle  of  pro- 
tection.' The  later  messages,  especially  the  laal,  if  they 
do  not  abandon  it,  fritter  it  away  until  it  ceases  to  be  of 
any  practical  importancet  besides,  General  Jackson  was 
alwjnra  for  a  judicious  tarifft  and  that  we  know  ia  any 
tarifr  that  ia  popular  with  the  majority. 

A  national  bank;  what  course  will  be  take  in  relation 
to  that  ?  The  prediction  has  been  made,  by  far-sighted 
politicians,  that  four  years  will  not  elapse,  certainly  not 
five,  before  such  an  institution  will  be  organized.  1 
trust,  sir,  it  is  a  fitlse  prophecy.  But  Mr.  Van  Buren 
nuy  recommend  or  approve  it  In  conformity  with  tbe 
opiniont  of  General  Jackson  in  the  measagea  of  1829  and 
]830|  or  he  may  denounce  uncompromisii^  hostility, 
and  refer  to  the  battle  wiih  the  monster. 

Internal  improvement:  will  he  oppose  the  doclrine? 
We  shall  be  told  it  had  been  long  since  cniihed  beneath  y 
the  Maysville  felo.  Will  he  sanction  it'  The  enor- 
OKMis  eipenditures  lavished  on  this  unjust  system  during 
the  present  adminiatratitni,  greatly  exceeding,  it  is  be- 
lieved, those  of  all  tbe  preceding  adroinbtrationstt^th- 
cr,  will  prove  that  be  ii  still  following  the  footsteps  of 
General  Jackson. 
Will  he  miuntiiD  laviotate  the  rights  of  the  States? 


Why,  he  and  General  Jackson  were  always  JefTersonian 
republicans — strict  constructionists.  Will  he  trample 
them  beneath  his  feet?  He  may  bold  up  the  proclama- 
tion, and  abow  that  he  is  but  carryti^  out  (be  principles 
of  General  Jackson. 

Tbe  surplus  revenaei  will  he  recommend  itsdistriba- 
tion  among  the  States?  The  mr ssages  of  18^  and  1830 
will  support  the  recommendation,  and  refute  every  ar* 
gument  against  its  propriety.  Wilt  lie  deny  the  right 
of  Congress  to  return  to  the  people  what  has  been  un- 
lawfully wrested  from  them?  So  does  the  message  of 
1836,  which  contains  a  full  recantation  of  tbe  doctrines 
ori830. 

So,  sir,  he  may  reward  members  of  Gongress  with  ex- 
ecutive appointments,  or  denounce  such  appointmenlaaa 
making  corruption  the  order  of  the  dayt  he  may  depre. 
cate  the  use  of  official  patronage  in  interfering  with  tbe 
freedom  of  elections,  or  employ  it  in  securing  the  elec- 
tion of  bis  own  favorite  to  the  presidency,  and  not  de- 
part from  tbe  footsteps  of  his  predecessor. 

I  repeat  (hat  the  pledge  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  cany 
out  the  principles  of  General  Jackson  commits  him  to  no 
settled  scheme  of  policy.  There  may,  sir,  perhaps,  be 
one  exception,  on  a  subject  of  great  interest  to  tbe  coun- 
try: I  mean  the  disposition  of  the  public  domain.  Upon 
that  1  fear,  from  the  (enor  of  the  last  message,  and  more 
e^eially  from  what  fell  this  morning  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Hias'iBsippi,  [Hr.  CtiiBOSKX,]  that  bis  policy 
has  been  already  decided,  and  pledges  given  of  pecuFiar 
favor  to  tbe  new  States.  That  gentleman,  if  I  correctly 
apprehended  his  remarks,  intimated  that  such  ezpecta- 
tioRH  had  been  created,  which  had  induced  hioMelf,  and 
(be  State  he  representa,  to  support  Mr.  Van  Buren,  a 
stranger  to  them,  in  preference  to  Judge  White,  a  high- 
ly respected  friend  and  neighbori  and  threats  were  held 
out  of  a  refusal  to  vote  appropriations,  or  to  act  with 
the  party  in  power,  unleas  those  expeetations  were 
speedily  fulfilled. 

[Mr.  Ci-AiBOBiix  explained.  He  said  that,  in  the 
warmth  of  argument,  he  might  have  expressed  biouelf 
in  terms  that  did  not  pruperly  convey  bis  meaning.  He 
and  his  constituents  regarded  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  every 
way  qualiiied  fur  (he  presidency:  believing  this,  they 
were  induced  to  support  him  in  preference  to  Judge 
White,  because  they  .had  reasons  to  think  his  election 
would  be  more  favorable  to  the  views  and  interests  of 
the  new  States.    He  meant  to  convey  no  threat.] 

Mr.  RoBEVTsoN.  I  am  incapable,  sir,  of  ibisrepreaent- 
ing  any  thing  said  on  this  floor.  The  gentleman's  ex- 
planation leaves  the  matter  just  as  I  stated  it.  I  should 
not  have  adverted  to  the  remarks  be  made,  bad  I  not 
supposed  they  fully  expressed  bia  sentiments.  If  hia 
judgment,  upon  reflection,  does  not  approve  them,  I 
waive  any  further  observation  upon  them.  1  must  ac- 
knowledge, however,  sir,  that  I  should  have  been  pleased 
to  hear  what  reasons  the  gentleman  had  for  the  expecta- 
tions it  seems  he  and  his  constituents  entertaint  and  I 
warn  him,  and  the  party  with  whom  he  acts,  (hat  the 
old  States,  who  surrendered  this  immense  domain  for 
the  common  benefil  of  all,  will  never  yield  their  perfect 
right  to  participate  equally,  at  least,  in  that  wh>cb  was 
once  exclusively  their  own. 

But  except  in  the  particular  instance,  Mr.  Speaker, 
which  I  have  just  mentioned,  if  that  be  an  exception, 
there  is  scarcely  a  single  principle  or  measure  which 
Mr.  Van  Buren  may  not  adopt  or  repudiate,  without 
violating  his  pledge  tn  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  Gen- 
eral Jsckson.  He  wjll  be  borne  out  in  either  case  by 
the  precept  or  practice  of  his  predecessor.  In  most 
cases  he  will  find  both;  tbe  prec^t  one  way,  and  tbe 
practice  the  other. 

Let  him,  then,  as  be  may  in  gped  faith,  adi>pl  those 
which  will  bring  abog^i^iQlf^llt^^^itl^'i'ifold 
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•bwet  or  the  GovernnDcnt,  and  »  reduoUon  of  ita  preient 
waitefiil  expendiiureai  let  bim  tet  bia  face  agkiiut  tbe 
•obf  inea  of  the  abolilioniala)  d'neountenanee  an  iniqui- 
toiia  tariff,  a  national  bank,  an  unjuat  and  unoonathutional 
ayatem  of  internal  iniproveinenti  let  bin  abataio  fiom 
violattn(f  tbe  rirbta  of  the  Stateit  froin  the  exarciaeof 
undelegated  and  doubtful  powent  from  the  corrupting 
practice  of  beatowing  lucrative  appointmcnla  on  mero- 
bera  of  CoogreflSi  let  bim,  air,  abore  all,  following  tbe 
•dvice  of  hia  predeceaior,  exiertBinate  the  moniter, 
party  spirit,  and  take  care  that  tbe  public  offices  be  filled 
with  capable  and  honest  ment  let  him  do  tbi*,  conform* 
ing  to  the  good  old  republican  doctrincf,  and  his  meas- 
ures at  least  shall  have  my  homble  support,  here  or  ehe- 
wherei  and,  I  doubt  not,  that  of  my  friend  from  South 
Carolina,  [Hr.  Picxaas,]  who  has  ao  indignantly  and 
eloquently  denounced  the  principles  that  have  brought 
bim  into  power. 

[Hr.  picKiis  requested  his  friend  from  Virginia 
would  allow  him  to  explain.  He  said  be  bad  declared 
uocompromiiing  hoatilily  to  the  principlea  upon  which 
tbe  new  administration  wu  coming  into  power,  and  that 
nothing  could  reconcile  bim  to  rsdfy  thoK  principles  by 
a  rC'Clcction  of  the  man,  although  be  might  be  fouiid 
■upporting  any  of  hia  measures  that  might  be  sound.] 

Hr.  RoaiBTSOV  «id  the  obserrations  alluded  to  had 
probably  been  miionderatood,  and  he  was  pleased  that 
the  opportunity  bad  been  afforded  of  correcting  any 
misapprehension. 

But,  sir,  I  have  too  far  already,  I  fear,  violated  parlii- 
nwntary  order,  though  not  perhaps  eoi^resaional  usage, 
in  ftdlowing  other  gentlemen  who  have  touched  on  the 
course  of  the  next  administration.  Tbe  two  adminis- 
tratioM  are  ao  connected,  or,  rather,  identified,  that  it 
IB  difficult  to  look  at  tbe  one  without  seeing  the  other. 
Like  the  colors  of  the  rainbow,  they  are  ao  happily 
blended  that  it  is  not  easy  to  say  where  one  ends  or 
the  other  begins.  We  behold,  indeed,  not  ao  much  a 
new  administration  as  a  continuation  of  the  old  one,  un- 
der  a  new  namet  not  ao  properly  a  succession  as  a  re- 
gency—that,  sir,  is  the  appropriate  name— bound  to 
carry  out  the  views  and  obey  the  will  of  tbe  reigning 
monarch. 

I  hsve  enumerated,  Mr.  Speaker,  specific  charges 
made  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Rhode  Islandi  sufficient, 
perhaps,  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  committee  for 
tbe  residue  of  Ihia  session.  If  the  gentleman  will  not 
obey  the  suggeition  of  some  of  his  friends,  snd  withdraw 
the  amendment,  I  shall  ask  permission  to  insert  these 
charges  in  it,  in  order,  as  he  will  probably  be  a  member 
of  the  committee,  that  he  may  have  an  opportunity 
afforded  him  of  making  them  good. 

There  is  one  other  charge,  however,  founded  on  oc- 
currences of  a  later  dalr,  that  ought  not  to  be  omitted. 
1  allude  to  the  remoral  of  Melvill,  Coggesball,  and  oth- 
ers, from  subordinate  appointments  in  the  customs,  b^ 
Littlefield,  the  collector  of  Newport  An  account  of  this 
transaction  will  be  found  among  the  recorda  of  tbe  Sen* 
ate,  in  a  report  made  on  the  Isat  day  of  tbe  last  session. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  island  objected  to  the 
resolution  before  us  because  the  committee  might  re- 
quire the  departments  to  furnish  information  relating  to 
reaiovala  from  office.  He  seemed  horror-struck  at  the 
bare  thought  of  such  an  investigation.  Well  may  it  be 
dreaded}  (or  there  is  no  part  of  the  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  which  there  would  probably  be  found  more  cor- 
ruption, iojuatlee,  and  oppression.  But  tbis^  sir,  is  ■ 
apecifie  charge,  made  by  one  of  his  own  fellow-citizen^ 
of  an  abuse  practised  in  bis  own  Statct  and  the  gentle- 
man will,  I  trust,  aid  the  cvmmitiee  in  ascertaining  its 
truth. 

Helvill  atates.  In  bis  petition,  that  he  held  b«  appoint' 
ment  under  the  former  coUeotor,  Ellery,  for  ten  yewif 


that  Ellery  WM  aatiafied  with  his  eondnc^  and  to  infsni* 
ed  Littlefield,  hia  sueceaaori  that  be  was  continued  ia  of- 
fice by  Littlefield  luitil  Uaroh  last,  when  be,  with  four 
otbera,  was  removed.  He  aacribes  these  removals  to  ths 
influence  of  party  spirit,  and  more  immediately  to  tba 
proceedings  of  "an  admiiustration  meetiac^"  beU  at 
Newport,  and  at  which  it  ia  said  tbe  (^tleman  btm 
Rhode  Uand  waa  present.  laafc  that  lusstatenteatOB 
diia  Bubjeet  auiy  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  pusage: 

"Not  long  after  Mr.  Littlefield  became  cdleelor.  hi 
was  called  on  by  those  who  reeoanaeaded  bim  to  ofice, 
to  know  why  be  had  not  made  tbe  removds  from  sad 
appointments  to  office  which  be  bad  prooaied,  ia  esse 
he  obtained  the  appointment  of  colleclOT.  He  wu  sc 
cused  of  keepit^  in  employment  those  wfaobadoiiilora- 
ly  opposed  the  administration,  to  the  exclusiosof  itisnp- 
porteni  and  be  was  threatened  with  their  displcMBfe  if 
he  did  not  apeedily  comply  with  hia  engagements,  main 
previous  to  bis  appmniment.  A.  meeting  of  partivBS 
was  soon  after  held,  stylii^  tbemaelves  *a  coBmittee  tt 
the  administration  party,'  where  a  list  waa  made  oat  ol 
the  officers  of  the  customs  required  to  be  removed,  ssd 
of  those  who  ifiere  selected  to  be  appomted  ia  tbeff 
placest  wbieb  waa  sent  to  the  eoUeetor,  UttkfieM,  with 
a  request  that  he  would  imoKdiately  make  those  TeM> 
vals  and  appointmentst  which  list  of  proscribed  oflteen, 
and  those  wbo  were  to  take  tbeir  places,  was  sent  by  tke 
collector,  as  his  own  list,  to  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Tfcs»' 
ury  for  hia  approval,  and  it  was  ^iproTCd  of  ^  the  Sec* 
rctary  of  tbe  Treasury. 

"  Of  the  officers  attached  to  tbe  customs  ttt  MewpOft, 
wbo  held  office  when  Mr.  Uttlefiekl  came  >■» sen- 
lector,  three  were  retained  and  five  removedi  of  tbo 
three  retsined,  one  had  not  recently  opposed  tbe  sdntia* 
istration,  and  gave  assurances  that  he  would  not  ia  nj. 
turei  tbe  other  two  had  uniformly  voted  wilfa  tbe  ad- 
ministration party.  Of  the  five  removed,  one  bad  aoaie- 
times  voted  with  the  administration  parQr,  bat  declined 
voting  when  membera  of  the  General  Assembly  wwe  la 
be  chosen,  wbo  were  to  elect  a  Senate  to  Caapm,  (us 
fatberJn-law  being  tbe  whig  eandidatet  two  of  then 
were  not  freeholden,  of  course  had  no  vetei 
oihcn^  by  their  votes^  had  ui^fbrttly  opposed  the  tdM' 
istration  psrty.*' 

Melvill  further  states,  in  his  petition,  Ibat  LiUkleU 
told  htm  that  Ci^esball  had  been  removed  bfoam  be 
and  his  son  uniformly  voted  sgainst  tbe  s^ninirtrstMSi 
that  no  oomplainu  had  been  made  against  bia,  (IW* 
vilit)  that  be  bad  performed  bia  duties  correcUy  w 
faithfullyi  that  it  was  not  the  collector's  wish  (bst  be 
^ould  be  removed;  and  that  he  should  be  pl^*"^*^ 
him  rnnstated,  which  he  thought  might  be  effecttc  by 
a  proper  representation  to  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treaauf' 
He  further  states  than  an  honorable  member  of  CoBpoe 
from  Rhode  Island,  for  whom  be  bad  voted  as  loi-g  -** 
bad  a  vote,  and  to  whom  he  appUed  for  aa  explsMU* 
of  the  cause  of  his  removal,  informed  him  "  tbst  it  *si 
stated  by  one  of  the  committee  »bo  made  tbe  sonusa- 
tions,  tbst,  five  or  wx  yesrs  ago,  when  Goveraor  Fe««* 
was  a  candidate  for  Governor,  although  MeM  'oWJI 
fur  him,  yet  he  voted  for  the  whole  oppositioB  •'"•^^ 
But  the  strongest  reason  for  his  removal  wai^  j 
was  not  possessed  of  a  freehold  esUtr,  and  eoun beat 
no  use  to  the  party,  even  if  he  waa  favorable  te  tW 
Dwasureat"  *'  that  it  wu  incumbent  en  the  psrty  leM' 
band  all  thdr  reeoureesi*'  hut  ftirther  said,  if  he  smw 
"  possess  himMir  of  a  freehold  estate,  and  wppontH 
administration,  he  should  be  appointed  to  a  better  om^ 
when  the  new  cuatom-bouae  act  rtrauM  ps*** 
Coggeshal),  that  this  same  member  of  Congress 
be  (C.)  bad  been  reinsuted  upon  "  tbe  tjfrm^'^ 
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of  the  adininjatniUon.**  Melrill  iolicited  the  Secreltry 
of  the  Treuury  to  infonii  him  for  wfatt  cause  be  hftd 
iMen  remored,  decUring  that  it  would  be  a  source  of 
Consolation  to  him  and  h'n  family  to  knov  that  there 
were  no  charipei  afpiinat  him  of  iaoompetencv  or  neg> 
ICMit.  He  addreiMd  him  anin.  rapreaentinip  all  the  facts 
of  bh  case,  his  support  of  the  administration  ever  since 
the  first  election  of  General  Jackson,  hts  faithful  services 
In  office,  his  inability  at  his  adnnced  age,  if  deprived  of 
its  emnlumentfl,  to  support  a  numerous  ^mily.  He  ap- 
pealed to  him  for  justice.  The  Secretary  replied  that 
BM  communications  had  been  referred  to  the  collector, 
with  inatmotiona  to  report  upon  his  case.  He  requested 
m  copy  of  the  reportt  and  received  a  brief  answer,  that 
the  collector  htd  only  exercised  his  legal  rights  and  that 
the  Department  aaw  no  occasion  for  its  further  Interfer* 
•nee,  but  would  leave  the  responsibility  on  the  collector. 
He  repeated  his  request,  and  was  answered  that  the 
representations  of  collectors  to  the  Department  were, 
generally,  of  a  ennfideniial  niture."  He  then,  sir,  pre- 
•ented  hia  memorial  to  the  Senate.  He  asked  nothing 
for  lUnaelf*  hot  prayed  that  such  tegialation  might  be 
had  M  would  restrain,  in  future,  such  an  abuse  of  power 
sts  had  been  practiaed  towards  him. 

The  gentleman  from  Lnuisisna  indignantly  denounces 
all  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  four  executive  Depart- 
ments,  as  inquisitorial.  What  will  he  say  to  the  inquisi- 
tion which  those  Departments  themselves  have  avowedly 
establishedf  The  character  of  every  public  officer,  of 
every  citizen  of  the  country,  lies  at  the  mercy  of  these 
•eeret  tribunals,  liable  to  be  atiAbcd  in  the  dark  by  the 
hand  of  an  unseen  assastin.  LUile,  sir,  does  Levi  Wood- 
bury deserve  the  high  encomium  Ihst  gentleman  psssed 
Upon  him,  if  the  document  1  have  referred  to  contains 
the  truth.  If,  sir,  he  knew  and  approved  the  oppression 
cxerciwd  towards  Melvill,  his  heart  is  as  hard  as  the 
granite  rock  of  his  native  State.  I  go  further:  if  the 
facta  are  they  are  represented  an  the  oath  of  a  roan 
whose  Tcracity  seems  not  to  be  questioned,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  sanctioned  these  proceedings, 
be  deaerret  to  be  drsgrscefully  deprived  of  (he  power 
be  abuses.  Tes,  sir,  unless  Mr.  Madison,  the  purity  of 
whose  life  and  principles  will  exhibit  a  striking  contrast 
with  those  of  some  who  will  figure  in  the  annals  of  the 
present  day,  has  strangely  misconceived  the  nature  nf 
this  offence,  it  is  one  lor  which  the  President  himself 
would  be  justly  subjected  to  impeachment  and  removal. 
An  old  and  faithful  public  servant  is  to  be  dismissed  be- 
cause he  is  too  poor  to  buy  a  vote,  or  too  honest  to  sell 
one.  He  is  of  no  further  use  to  the  parlyi  that  party, 
air,  who  profras  to  be  the  exclusive  friends  of  the  poor; 
and  in  his  old  age  reduced  to  beggary,  his  reputation, 
sll  that  is  left  him,  blasted,  perhaps  forever,  and  the 

«rivilege  denied  him  of  knowing  the  charges  againat 
ins  or  being  confronted  with  his  accuser.  Tes,  the  of- 
fieial  document  in  the  possession  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, which  shows  the  real  ground  of  his  removal, 
and  msy  prove  his  innocence,  withheld,  not  from  him 
only,  but  even  from  a  committee  of  the  Senate. 

There  is  one  circumstance  disclosed  in  these  proceed- 
ings that  should  not  pass  unnoticed.  It  shows  the  slavish 
doctrines  that  the  system  of  proscription  adopted  by  the 
present  administration  is  but  too  well  calculated  to  in- 
euleate.  One  of  the  removed  officers — removed,  as  be 
seems  to  suppose,  solely  upon  political  considernlions — 
testifies  that  he  informed  the  collector  that,  though  offi- 
cers of  the  United  Slates  Government  might  vote  as 
they  pleased  in  State  or  municipal  elections,  **  it  was  his 
fixed  opinion  that  a  nun  holding  an  office  under  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  was  not  Jnatified  in  vo- 
tingagainst  any  officer  who  was  bvorable  to  thoae  who  ad- 
ministered the  Government."  This,  sir,  ia  the  demo* 
eralie  republican  doetrinct  that  no  mtn  ii  worthy  of  an 


office  who  is  not  ready  to  sacrifice  bis  conscience  for  the 
good  of  bu  party;  and  we  are  not  to  be  permitted  to  in- 
quire even  mto  the  action  of  the  GoTerntnent  which- ia 
thus  destroying  the  freedom  of  election.  It  would  bring 
suspicion  upon  the  heads  of  the  departments.  Their 
reputations,  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Laxb,]  are  Hke  those  of  innocent  womeni  to  sus- 
pect is  to  damn  them.  Then,  sir,  are  they  damned  al- 
ready, beyond  redemption)  blasted  long  since,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island.  Sir,  that  gentleman, 
when  denouncing  official  corruption  in  the  case  of  the 
Wiscasset  collector,  said,  and  ssid  truly,  that  innocence 
has  nothing  to  fear.  No;  and,  if  we  may  ju^e  of  the  fu- 
ture by  the  past,  guilt  has  nothing  to  fear.  What  pun- 
ishment followed  the  unparatlel^  netrligence,  corrup- 
tion, and  abuse,  detected  in  the  Post  Office.^  It  is  known, 
sir,  throughout  the  country.  The  head  of  the  Department 
was  forthwith  removed,  and  promoted  to  one  of  the  high- 
est and  most  honorable  stalionsin  the  gifl  of  the  Executive. 
Every  means  is  taken  to  elude  investigation.  The 

Sentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Riplei]  has  even  con- 
escended  to  appeal  to  our  sympathy,  by  rrpreaenting 
the  Prradent  as  lyin^  on  his  sick  bed,  and  talks  of  the 
ingratitude  of  republics.  Ingratitude  is  not  so  of^en  the 
sin  of  republics  as  gratitude  is  the  grave  of  their  liberty. 
It  is  the  gratitude  of  the  people  that  too  of^en  overtooka 
the  faults  of  some  brilliant  conqueror,  and  arms  him  with 
power — their  own  power— to  crush  them.  What  more 
would  the  gentleman  ask  for  General  Jackson^  He  haa 
received,  as  well  aa  the  gentleman  himself,  a  full  share 
of  the  honors  and  emoluments  of  the  countnr.  I  am 
grateful  to  both;  and  equally  so  to  the  poor  soldier  who 
fought  under  their  command,  and  whose  bones  whiten 
the  battle-fields  of  our  country.  I  profess  none  of  that 
sickly  sensibility  that  yields  all  the  glory  and  honor  to 
the  great  and  powerful,  and  expends  itself  in  laments- 
tions  for  their  calamities.  1  regret  tn  hear  of  the  bodily 
sufTering  of  the  President,  as  much  as  I  would  of  youra, 
air,  or  of  that  ofthe  ^ntleman  from  Looisianai  no  more. 
But  what  connexion  is  there  between  the  President's  in- 
disposition and  the  measure  under  consideration?  If  any 
gentleman  will  say  that  the  Prendent'a  peraonsl  attend- 
ance is  necesaary,  I  will  vote  to  defer  the  inquiry  until 
he  shall  be  restored.  Rut  I  cannot  consent  that  all  legis- 
lation shall  be  suspended  because  the  President  is  sicfci 
that  our  frontier  shall  be  ravaged,  the  poor  Indian  rob- 
bed and  massacred  for  bis  property,  the  peculator  fatten 
on  the  public  spoils,  and  corruption  and  oppression  go 
unpunished  and  unezsmined,  because  the  President  is 
sick.  I  will  not  believe  that  this  investigation  will  give 
him  pain.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Gi^cocs] 
tells  us  that  be  is  authorized  to  say  that  the  President  de- 
sires a  strict  investigation  I  and  gentlemen  ought  not  to 
dislnut  his  sincerity.  Sii^  sick  as  he  is,  it  is  better  that 
he  shoald  aometimea  hear  the  plain  langu^^  of  tnitb, 
than  to  be  nauseated  with  doaes  of  flattery  aerved  up 
daily  from  this  hall. 

ft  is  time  this  struggle  should  end.  Gentlemen  tell  us 
it  is  too  late;  it  is  the  short  session,  and  one  committee 
cannot  perform  the  task.  Last  year  1  had  the  honor  of 
proposing  a  similar  investigation,  and,  that  it  might  be 
effectual,  aaked  a  separate  committee  for  each  distinct 
head  of  inquiry.  But  then,  air,  it  was  Uie  long  session. 
In  the  long  session,  six  or  seven  committees  are  too 
many.  In  the  abort  session,  one  is  not  enough.  True, 
sir,  it  is  a  Herculean  labor;  but  let  us  make  a  beginning. 
If  the  Augean  stables  cannot  be  thoroughly  cleansed,  at 
least  the  SItby  heap  may  be  removed  that  blocks  up  the 
entrance. 

Before  Mr.  Robutsov  had  flniahed  bis  speech,  (the 
whole  of  which  is  given  above,)  he  gave  way  to  a  motion 
for  adjournment.  ^  i 

And  the  House  adjqu^K^  by  V^OOg  IC 
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PubHc  Landt. 


TavassiT,  Jakdamt  5. 
THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Tbe  HouM  Knimed  the  coniider«tion  of  the  follow* 
mg  rewKitioo,  offered  on  yeitsrdfty  by  Mr.  CaiLToa 
Auuri 

**B* Ureaoltedt  Tb«t  ftseleeteommiUeeofoneinember 
from  e*ch  Stet«  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shRll  be  to 
inquire  into  tbe  justice  tnd  expediency  of  making  to 
each  of  tbe  thirieen  origiott  Americui  Statei,  together 
with  each  of  the  Stfttes  of  Vermont,  Hstnc,  Kentucky, 
aad  TenneMce,  neb  granU  of  the  public  bade,  for  tbe 
purpoMt  of  educfttion,  »a  will  correapond  in  » just  pro- 
portion with  those  heretofore  mule  in  fwor  of  the  first- 
named  Btates  tnd  Territories,  and  that  said  committee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  But,  to  avoid 
tbe  objection  of  one  State  holding  land  in  another,  the 
committee  is  directed  to  insert  a  clause  in  the  bill  which 
they  may  report,  providing  that  tbe  grants  to  be  made 
thereby  shall  be  subject  to  sale  under  the  laws  of  tbe 
General  Government  now  in  force,  and  that  the  pro- 
ceeds ariMng  therefrom  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Sutes 
entitled  to  the  same." 

To  which  the  following  amendiMnts  were  pending: 

By  Mr.  Vihtobj 

**  Heaolved,  That  said  committee  be  further  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  inserting  a  clause  in 
said  bill  to  pay  said  new  Slates  the  value  of  ihe  improve- 
ments made  by  them  on  the  public  lands,  or  to  pay  to 
tbem  the  amount  the  public  lands  would  have  been  as- 
■esaed  for  taxes,  if  they  bad  been  private  property." 

By  Mr.  CLiiBoaas,  of  Mississippi,  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

And  provided  that  no  sucb  grant  shall  mterfere  with 
or  be  located  on  the  claim  or  improvement  of  any  actual 
settler  on  the  public  lands." 

Mr.  A.  G.  HARRISON  uid,  that  when  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  introduced  bis  resolution  on  yesterday, 
he  was  at  firat  inclined  to  think  that  it  would  be  improper 
then  to  go  intoa  discuasiun  of  the  merits  of  tbe  question, 
and  felt  willing  that  the  resolution  should  be  referred 
without  debatef  but  maturer  reflection  bad  convinced 
him  that  he  was  in  an  error,  and  that  it  was  proper  a  full 
discunioo  should  be  had,  and  tbe  subject  thoroughly  un- 
derstood, in  order  that  tbe  House  might  Indicate,  by  its 
present  movements,  its  future  disposition  of  the  subject. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  th«r 
future  disposition  by  Congress,  is  one  vitally  Interesting 
to  (be  people  1  represent;  and  the  change  contemplated 
by  the  reiolutions  under  consideration  is  of  so  extraordi- 
nary a  character  that  I  feel  constrained,  however  un- 
prepared, to  submit  a  few  a  remarks  before  the  question 
IS  taken. 

Sir.  tbe  statement  of  Ihe  gentleman  in  his  preamble, 
in  relation  to  tbe  amount  of  the  public  lands  that  had 
been  given  to  the  new  Stales,  in  the  way  of  grants,  is 
wholly  deceptive.  It  sssumea  tbe  position,  and  is 
anxious  to  produce  tbe  impression,  that  these  grants,  on 
tbe  part  of  the  General  Government,  were  a  gratuity; 
that  the  new  Stales  had  rendered  no  equivalent,  and 
that  no  valuable  consideration  had  pasted.  Never,  sir, 
was  there  any  thing  more  untrue.  Sir,  we  paid  a  high 
price,  the  highest  possible  price  wbich  freemen  can 
pay,  tor  the  grants  that  were  made  to  tu^  ^*>^  *be 
privilege  of  comin  ginto  this  Union.  We  gave  up  a  por- 
tion of  our  sacred  rights  as  a  free  and  sovereign  peo- 
plet  of  those  right^  Mr.  Speaker,  which  you  and  your 
State  enjoys — which  all  of  the  old  States  of  this  Union 
possess,  but  which  are  prohibited  to  us.  We  gave  up 
the  rigtit  of  lazing  Unda  lying  within  our  own  limits,  one 
of  the  highest  attributes  of  sovereignty.  Sir,  it  is  the 
living  principle  of  sovereignty-— the  self-existing  spring 
of  all  free  GovemmenU.   It  was  this,  air,  that  we  gave 


upt  tbia  *M  the  priee  that  we  paid  for  the  land*  tbat  we 
got  frMn  tbe  General  Government  by  ezpteaaatipulntioa, 
and  which  the  gentleman  is  pleaaed  to  denominate  dona- 
tions. What  are  tbeae  donations,  and  bow  came  the 
General  Government  to  give  and  tbe  State*  to  receive 
tbemf  I  will  explain  it.  Upon  tbe  adBiimoii  of  tbe 
new  States  into  the  Union,  there  were  alvi^  attpultflo« 
submitted  by  tbe  General  Government  to  tbe  Stetee 
ing  to  enter  into  tbe  Unimi,  to  wbich  they  were  obli^ 
to  agree  before  commff  in.  Examine  all  tbe  vaneea 
ordinances  that  were  passed  by  Congress  epon  tbe 
several  new  Stales  coming  into  the  Union,  and  it  will  be 
invariably  found  that  the  Unda  which  the  gentlemaa  bei 
paraded  before  the  world  as  donations  were  gives  le 
the  States  for  specified  purpoaes,  as  aa  equivaleat  for 
that  part  of  aovereigoty  whicb  tbcy  bad  surrendered— Mt 
to  tax  tbe  pubrie  landa^  nor  the  lands  eold  piimie 
sale,  for  five  years  after  tbe  tale.  In  tbe  adaindoe  of 
Ohio  into  tbe  Union,  the  General  Govemmeiit  aubails 
three  propositions  to  her,  which  she  waa  to  bave  npu* 
her  ciwiplying  with  the  conditions  impoecdt  and  tbcae 
propositions  were,  1st,  That  CMuo  ahould  bave  every 
sixteenth  seetion  for  achool  purpoaeai  3d,  That  tbe  aak 
spring^  with  tbe  sections  of  land  which  include  them, 
abould  be  given  to  her;  and,  3d,  That  one  twatlietb  part 
of  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  lends  lying  within  the  said 
State,  after  deducting  all  expenses^  should  be  apf^icd 
to  the  laying  out  and  making  public  roads,  {lc^  m 
the  conditions  that  tbe  convention  of  said  Stale  sball 
provide  by  an  ordinance,  irrevocable  wiibout  tbe 
consent  of  the  United  State*,  that  every  and  eaah 
tract  of  land  sold  after  a  oertun  day  aball  be  and  re- 
main exempt  from  any  tax  paid  by  order  or  under  the 
authority  of  Ihe  State,  for  the  spaiee  of  five  yean,  lie. 
Sucb,  sir,  were  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  Genornl 
Government  upon  all  of  the  new  Stalest  and  sucb  is  tbe 
price,  with  the  additional  imposition  that  we  ahould  not 
tax  tbe  public  lands,  which  wc  bave  paid  for  tbe  lands 
that  were  given  to  us  for  tbe  purpose,  dictated  to  m, 
of  erecting  common  schools  andseminariea  of  leatniag. 
These  were  the  ooodiiions  required  of  iia,  and  which  we 
had  quietly  to  submit  ti^  M>d  take  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  birthright  we  gave  up;  and  they  were  impoaed  upon 
us  St  a  time  when  we  could  not  refuse,  and  exacted  by 
one  whose  power  we  could  not  control,  and  whose  in- 
justice  we  could  neither  escape  nor  avert. 

I  deny,  sir,  that  my  State  has  received  one  acre  ome 
than  riie  wu  entitled  to  under  the  bond.  It  is  true  the 
gentleman  has  brought  an  account  against  her  of 
1,181,348  acrrs,  when,  in  fact,  it  ia  but  tbe  mess  of 
pottage.  Over  and  above  that  wUch  became  ourosra 
according  to  and  under  the  stipulations  offered  us,  and 
which  we  agreed  to,  because  we  bad  no  other  alterna- 
tive but  to  submit,  we  have  never  received  any  Uiingi 
no,  nut  an  acre.  And,  Mr,  shall  we  permit  tbe  tbutf 
to  go  out  to  the  world  that  we  have  rccared  thn 
amount  as  gratuitous  douationi,  when  it  is  altogether 
falsef  Never. 

1  willingly  admit  that  donations  of  land  have  beca 
made  to  several  of  tbe  States.  But  for  these  they  hare 
paid  you,  more  than  doubly  paid  you,  by  their  labor  and 
tbe  improvement  of  the  country.  Tbeir  roada  and  ibeir 
canals,  their  industry  and  enterprise,  bave  more  tbaa 

Eaid  yuu  in  the  enhancement  of  tbe  value  oF  tbe  pubfic 
inda.  As  was  justly  and  unanswerably  said  on  yestenbf 
by  tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vistoii,]  the  roads  ^t 
have  been  made  by  the  people  of  tbe  new  Staiea,  ondcr 
Ihe  greatest  disadvantages!  under  tbe  disadvantages  of 
a  sparse  population,  and  of  nine  tenths  of  the  countiy 
being  owned  by  foreigners  or  by  tbe  Gorernmeot;  and 
the  fields  that  have  been  cleared,  and  tbe  improveneatt 
that  bave  been  made,  bave  given  to  your  binds  almost 
all  the  value  which  they  possess,  ^ir,  it  ii  tbe  fesrktf 
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enterpr'iM,  the  boldness  and  the  daring  of  the  Western 
tmn*  m  rescuing  your  landa  rrom  the  aavage  and  the 
beastf  of  the  forest,  that  hat  given  then  value.  In  tliU 
thsy  have  paid  you,  and  more  than  paid  you.  Tor  all  the 
donationi  you  have  made  them.  The  difficulties  incident 
to  the  aettling  of  a  new  country,  the  Western  man  has 
met  and  surmountedt  and  after  he  has  converted  the 
hauftts  of  wild  beasts  into  abodes  for  civilized  men,  and 
the  untamed  furests  into  peiceful  habitation*,  and  made 
the  country  desirable  and  valuable  by  hia  (abw,  he  is 
■wv  to  be  taunted  with  the  charge  of  having  received 
rzekunve  bcneRts  from  his  Govemment  in  the  way  of 
donations,  which,  if  ever  made,  be  baa  long  rince  paid 
for. 

Hut,  air,  ID  the  consideration  of  this  question,  I  take 
another  and  a  higher  ground.  1  deny  the  power  of  this 
Government  to  make  the  grants  contemplated  by  the 
rcsotutiuns.  The  gentleman,  in  framing  hia  resolution, 
■aw  this  difBcolty  before  him,  and  has  endeavored  toes- 
cape  it  by  the  aubterluge  of  making  the  General  Govem< 
ment  the  go-between  between  the  Slates  who  were  to 
receive  and  the  power  that  waa  to  make  the  grants.  The 
resolution  reads:  "Hut,  to  avoid  the  objection  of  one 
State  holding  land  in  anuiher,  ibc  committee  is  directed 
to  insert  a  dduse  in  the  bill  which  they  may  report,  provi- 
ding that  the  grants  to  be  made  thereby  shall  be  subject 
to  Bale  under  the  laws  uf  the  General  Government  now  in 
force,  and  that  the  proceeds  arinng  therefrom  ihall  be 
paid  over  to  the  Stalea  entitled  to  the  aame."  Here  he  at- 
tempts to  ihake  the  General  Governnwnt  a  trustee  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Statra,  and,  in  doing  this,  runa  into  the 
difficulty  of  the  old  question,  long  since  settled,  of  di- 
viding among  the  States  the  proceeds  arising  from  the 
■ales  of  the  public  lands.  The  gentleman,  in  hia  reso* 
lation,  endeavors  to  occupy  ground  from  which  he  can 
shift  at  pleasure,  whenever  it  may  suit  hia  purpose.  If 
you  eharite  him  with  a  proposition  to  give  to  one  Stsle 
lands  which  Ue  in  another,  he  will  attempt  to  escape 
from  tbia  difficulty  by  replying,  *•  but  the  General  Gov- 
ernment is  to  sell  the  Unds  snu  pay  over  ihe  proceedi." 
If  you  then  charge  Iiim  with  a  proposition,  under  dis- 
f^ise,  to  divide  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  aalcs  of  the 
public  lands,  he  again  replies  that  bis  resolutions  were 
to  rive  to  the  old  States  "  such  granU  of  the  public 
Undt,  for  the  purposes  of  education,  as  will  correspond* 
in  ft  just  proportion,  with  those  heretofore  made  in  favor 
of  the  new  Slates."  Sir,  the  object,  the  moving  cause 
of  these  resolutions,  is  to  grant  away  the  public  lands  to 
the  different  States  of  this  Union,  and  1  shall  in  that  way 
consider  them. 

During  the  revolutionary  war,  and  immediately  sub- 
sequent to  it,  Congress,  owing  to  growing  jealousies, 
and  open  complainu  of  thuee  States  which  had  no  pub- 
lic domain,  appealed  to  those  which  had,  and  besought 
them,  fur  the  purpose  of  harmony  and  the  general  good, 
to  cede  their  lands  to  the  Federal  Government]  and,  as 
an  inducement  towards  this  end.  Congress  aolemiily 
promised  that  new  States  should  be  formed  out  of  the 
territory  that  m!ght  be  ceded,  and  that  these  new  States, 
in  coming  into  the  Union,  should  be  as  free,  sovereign, 
and  indepeTident,  as  the  old  Slates,  Here.  sir.  is  a  reao- 
liition  on  this  subject,  passed  in  October,  1780: 

"  iUn!ved,  Thut  the  ooappropriated  lands  that  may  be 
ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States,  by  any  par- 
ticular Sla'e,  pursuant  to  the  recommendation  of  Cuil- 
grrss  of  the  6(h  day  of  September  last,  shall  be  disposed 
uf  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  and  be 
settled  and  formed  intodiatinct  republ'can  S'.ates,  which 
shall  become  members  of  the  Federsl  Ualon,  and  have 
the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independ- 
ence, as  the  other  Statea."  Now,  sir,  if  these  8Ute% 
in  coming  into  the  Union,  have  *Mhe same  righlaof  sove- 
reignty, freedom,  and  Independenee^uthe  other  Stales," 
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what  earthly  power  is  there  that  can  grant  away  to  anoth- 
er lands  lying  within  their  limits?  Such  a  grant  would 
not  only  be  against  this  express  promise  of  Congress, 
and  against  tlw  constitution  of  the  United  States,  hut  it 
would  be  against  the  terms  of  the  bond  which  yoa  exact- 
ed from  u<i.  It  waa  never  contemplated  in  the  agree- 
ments made  by  the  States,  that  you  should  have  this 
power;  it  did  not  enter  into  the  understanding,  it  form- 
ed no  part  of  the  contract.  And  even  had  any  conven* 
tion  b(>en  wild  enough  to  give  away  tbia  high  attribute  of 
sovereignty,  the  grant  would  have  been  void,  because  it 
ia  a  power  which  they,  about  to  aasume  the  aiatioii  of  a 
free  and  a  sovereign  people,  could  not  have  parted  with. 
It  would  have  destroyed  the  object  in  view,  and  been 
against  not  only  the  principles  of  the  Government,  but 
the  constitution  of  the  country.  The  agreement,  there* 
fore,  between  the  States  and  the  Federal  Govemment, 
extended  only  to  an  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of  the 
General  Government  to  the  public  domain  lying  within 
the  Kmita  of  the  new  Slates,  and  their  right  to  dispose 
of  the  same.  The  General  Govemment,  Uterefore,  baa 
no  more  right  to  grant  away  these  lands  to  another  State 
than  they  have  to  a  foreign  Power  beyond  the  Allantict 
for,  if  we  are  free,  sovereign,  and  inHependent  at  ail, 
we  are  so  to  every  intent  and  purpose,  except  to  far  as 
a  portion  of  our  power  lias  been  vested  in  the  General 
Government  fur  specified  purposes.  It  was  not  the  ob- 
ject of  the  States,  in  ceding  these  Unds,  that  such  a  pow- 
er should  be  conferred  upon  the  Genenl  Government, 
nor  did  the  General  Government  ever  ask  for  tbeae  ces- 
sions upon  sny  other  considerations  than  those  of  pro< 
ducing  harmony  among  the  Sutes,  and  of  paying  the 
debt  which  we  bad  incurred  by  the  Revolution.  This  ia 
shown  beyond  contradiction  by  the  resolution  of  Con- 
gress pawd  in  April,  1784.    I  will  read  it: 

*•  Ruohtd,  That  the  aame  subject  [that  trf* ceding  the 
public  landa]  be' again  presented  to  the  attention  of  said 
States)  that  tliey  be  urged  to  consider  that  the  war  being 
now  brought  to  a  bappy  termination  by  the  personal  ser- 
vices of  our  soldiers,  the  supplies  of  property  by  our  cit- 
izens, and  loans  of  money  from  them  as  well  as  from 
foreigners,  these  several  creditors  have  a  riglkt  to  ex- 
pect that  funds  shall  be  provided,  on  which  they  may 
rely  for  indemnification  t  that  Congress  still  think  vacant 
terrttonr  as  an  important  resource)  and  that,  therefore, 
the  said  States  be  earnestly  pressed,  by  immediate  and 
liberal  cessions,  to  forward  these  necessary  ends,  and  to 
promote  the  harmony  of  the  Union-" 

Here,  sir,  are  the  objects  for  which  these  lands  were 
ceded,  and  these  alone  are  the  objecta  which  led  to  the 
cessions.  Such  a  monstrous  and  orerwhelming  power 
as  that  claimed  by  the  resolutions  waa  neither  asked  for 
nor  given.  I'he  holy  purposes  of  producing  harmony 
in  the  Union,  and  paying  the  debt  incurred  by  the  Rev- 
olution, were  the  only  conaiderationa  which  prompted 
the  Slates  to  cede  their  landst  and  nowhere  else,  since 
the  ceasions  were  made,  has  this  power  been  giveoi  sod 
no  where  can  it  be  found,  neither  in  the  statute  book, 
nor  in  the  constitution,  nor  in  the  prineiplei  of  the  Gov* 
ernmcnl. 

These  resolutions,  should  they  pass,  would  entirely 
revolutionize  the  whole  land  system.  They  would  pro* 
duce  a  new  atate  of  things  the  effects  of  which,  their 
bearing  upon  the  prosperity  and  growth  of  Uie  new 
States,  no  man  un  tell.  No  one  can  tell  how  far  they 
would  snur  and  irritate  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  the 
new  States,  and  impair  that  harmony  which  u  the  life 
and  vigor  of  the  Union.  Already  do  the  new  Ststea 
look  upon  your  measures  in  relation  to  tite  public  landa 
as  rigorous  and  severe  beyond  any  argument  of  necessi- 
ty or  propriety.  They  feci  that  they  iMve  been  oppress- 
ed{  and  I  would  say,  sir,  let  tbem-not  leara  from  your 
acta  that  thia  ia  your  ^krii@i@^L3t  is  not 


1267 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1968 


H.  or  R.] 


[ikM.  $,  183r. 


v'ne  to  ■ggriTKto  and  betr  down  upon  the  cbtfed  tod 
worried  spirit.  We  ire  week*  and  ve  know  itt  you  are 
Blrong,  and  we  feel  it.  The  balance  of  political  power 
ta  againat  ua,  and  you  can  rxcrciae  it  for  our  advance- 
ment or  desiruction.  Let  me  beieecb  you  to  lialeo  tu 
our  voice,  and  not  to  diaregard  our  warnings.  We  know 
what  we  liive  done  for  the  General  Governnnent.  We 
know  wbat  aervicea  we  luve  rendered  you,  what  price 
we  have  paid  for  all  the  auppoaed  or  real  bene&ta  70a 
have  conferred  upon  ui.  We  know  that  it  b  the  axe 
and  (be  rifle  of  the  Wcalern  nan  that  have  been  the 
Beam  of  filling  your  Trcaaury  with  our  gold — that  it  ia 
the  roadi  we  have  worked,  the  farroa  we  have  cleared, 
the  improve  men  ta  we  have  made,  the  milliand  the  bridfiei 
we  have  erected,  tbal  have  rendered  your  bnda  valuable, 
ud  made  thi  n  asource  of  nalional  vealthi  and  we  claim 
to  be  heard  when  the  aubject  of  ditponng  of  the  public 
landa  ta  agitated.  We  expect  that  our  opinions  and 
vWiea  flhall  be  respected,  when  we,  of  all  othera,  ^re 
the  most  deeply  interested,  and  must  be  supposed  to  be 
the  beat  acquainted  with  the  subject.  What  will  be  (lie 
conaequences,  if  (bese  resolution*,  addressed  to  the 
worst  passions  of  the  human  heart,  ahould  be  paseed?  Av- 
arice (bat  has  no  qrmpa(hy,  and  cupidity  that  knows  do 
■atiety,  will  rule  the  destinies  of  the  new  State*.  Instead 
of  one,  as  at  present,  we  shall  have  seventeen  or  e%fa- 
tccn  otastera,  who,  governed  by  ■  spirit  of  aelliibnesa, 
will  overlook  our  most  sacred  rights,  and  check  our  on- 
ward march  to  wealth  and  grealneas,  by  finding  an  argu- 
nenl  for  the  general  good  in  every  meaaure  which  will 
redound  to  their  own  individual  interest.  What  can  we 
hope  for,  sir,  in  the  way  of  internal  improvements,  in 
the  way  of  liberal  measures,  calculated  to  advance  us  in 
weilth  and  population,  when  we  ahould  have  to  con- 
vince the  Judgment  and  obtain  thecouent  of  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  masters,  in  relation  to  all  measures 
which  we  know  would  not  only  promote  our  own  pros- 
perity, but  would  enhance  that  of  Ibe  whole  country^ 

Now,  sir,  at  tbia  time,  vc  that  are  called  free  and 
■overeign  States,  and  by  your  statute  books  are  said  to 
have  *'  the  same  rights  of  aovercignty,  freedom,  and  in- 
dependence,  as  the  other  States"  cannot  make  a  road 
in  our  country  without  being  tre^usenb  *nd  subject  to 
the  penalties  of  your  laws.  Yee,  Missouri,  the  free  and 
sovereign  State  of  Missouri,  cannot  make  a  road  with- 
out violating  the  laws  of  this  Unioni  for  it  is  scarcely 
possible  for  her  to  make  one,  without  running  it  over  the 
public  lands.  Her  Legislature,  if  desirous  of  engaging  in 
tbe  system  of  internal  improvements,  and  about  to  con- 
struct great  and  important  works,  before  she  dare  embark 
in  it,  although  sovereign  and  free'— yes,  air,  severe^  and 
iree,  for  so  your  statute  book  says,  and  which  is  responded 
to  by  tbe  letter  and  spirit  of  (be  constitution — she  most 
oome  here,  and  humbly  supplicate  this  body  to  permit  her 
to  run  her  roads  over  the  public  lands!  There  is  not  a 
county  tribunal  in  my  Stale  thai  does  not,  every  time  it 
sits,  commits  trespass  in  tbe  roads  which  they  order  to  be 
laid  out,  and  subject  themselves  to  damages.  And  yet 
we  are  free  and  sovereign!  What  mockery!  what  in- 
sult! This  Is  bad  enough.  But  what  could  we  expect, 
if  the  States  of  this  Union  were  to  have  a  direct  inter- 
eat  in  your  public  lands?  We  should  be  as  lambs  under 
tbe  hands  of  the  shearer.  Our  fate  would  be'  that  of  un- 
happy Poland,  parcelled  out  and  distributed,  without 
empathy  or  mercy,  among  those  with  whom  power  and 
right  are  convertible  terms,  and  whose  only  spring  of 
action,  whose  only  views  of -justice,  and  whose  only 
principle  of  right,  ia  the  cold  and  merciless  jmnci  pie  of 
selfishness,  which  looks  to  no  other  beacon  for  its  guide 
but  (he  one  n  hich  liglKa  the  pathway  to  its  own  aggrand- 
izement. 

But  the  gentleman  who  introduced  these  resolutions 
says  his  object  ia  that  justice,  equal  justice,  sballbedone 


to  all  the  other  States  in  relation  to  llkete  lands.  Sir, 
these  things  come  with  a  bad  grace  from  Utat  gcatlt- 
man.  What  right  baa  Kentucky  to  make  this  denaad' 
What  right  baa  she  to  telk  of  equal  justice  indistrib»(iBg 
the  public  lands,  when  she  ia  awolleo  with  tbe  wealtk 
acquired  from  the  lands  that  she  claimed  and  sold  witin 
her  own  limiu'  How  came  she  by  these  bnda'  Wbat 
just  right  bad  sbe  to  the  lands  within  her  Rwu  wrs 
than  tbe  other  States?  Sir,  die  came  into  this  UaioB  na- 
tramnellcd;  we  came  in  bound  bud  and  (bo*.  Tbe 
bond  we  gave  was  exacted  from  ua  under  durene.  Bui, 
I  ask  again,  what  rigbt  has  Kentucky  to  appear  bert 
with  **juttiaf'  in  her  mouth,  when  she  is  goi^  wrth 
unrighteous  wealth  acquired  from  lands  sbe  fasi  lofd^ 
She  has  had  and  sold  her  millions  of  acres«  and  (o  wboa 
did  she  ever  propoee  a  diviaion?  When  did  die  crcr 
offer  to  be  '*  just/"  Sir,  unless  tbe  geDtleiftaB*B ideas  of 
Justice  are  altogether  ooe-aided,  1  hope  be  willteeept 
as  a  modification  tbe  reaotution  which  1  riiall  ofier  ti 
such.  But  ifhe  will  not  accept  it,  I  give  notice  thit  I  eiU 
offer  it  as  soon  as  an  opportunity  occurs.  In  otTeriaf  it, 
sir,  I  am  proiapted  by  a  aense  of  atrict  justice,  sod  also 
by  a  principle  which  we  act  upon  in  ibe  We»ti  to  ^t 
fin  with  fire,  when  tbe  fire  baa  seised  upon  and  is  oso- 
suming  our  large  and  extenwve  pruties.  When  its  dev- 
astating flames,  in  rolling  vohinev  of  terrific  graadev, 
are  rushing  upon  us  and  about  to  oomuim  all  tbst  ve 
are  worth—all  that  we  prize  as  sacred  and  boMdtar- 
tbe  family  hearth  and  the  cherished  home— 'tis  thea  tbst 
self-preservation  teaches  ua  to  burn  against  the  ragisf; 
element.  Tbe  resolution  which  I  bold  in  my  hand  ii  of- 
fered upon  tbe  aHiBe  prindplei  I  ask  that  the  Ctetk  asy 
read  it. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Staohed,  That  such  SUtes  u  bare  heretofore  appro* 
priated  lands  to  their  own  use,  wbelher  wKhin  Ibeir  ewa 
limita  or  not,  and  sold  the  same  for  their  own  benifit, 
shall,  before  being  entitled  to  receive  any  thing  oonttei- 

{dated  by  these  resolutions,  account  to  tbe  other  St»i« 
or  the  amount  of  money  which  they  have  so  receiied 
for  the  sate  ofsuoh  lands;  and,  also,  forsuchbitdiasiw 
remain  unsold,  at  Uie  prices  for  which  tbry  are  respect- 
ively sold  Inaajd  States. 

Mr.  HANNBOAN  was  of  opinion  no  practical  good 
was  to  be  obtained  by  the  conUnuance  of  tbe  disooMO, 
and  movpd  to  Isy  the  whole  aubject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  called  for  tbe  yeas  and  osyaMtbit 
motion,  which  were  ordiredi  and*  bang  taken,  were: 
Yeas  95,  nays  99,  aa  fbllowst 

YiAs- Messrs.  Asli,  Ashley,  Barton,  Beale,  Besa, 
Beaumont,  Black,  Beckee,  Bond,  Boon,  Bo*ee,  Boji, 
Brown,  Carobrelengi  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman,  Cbspin,  J. 
F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Culea,  Craig.  Crswer, 
Cushman,  Davis,  Dawaon,  Doubleday,  Drongool^  Dbb- 
lap,  Kfner,  Fry,  Fuller.  Galbraith,  J.  Garisnd,  E.  Gu- 
land.  Gillet,  Grantland,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hsmk- 
gan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  lljynea.  Holt,  Howard,  Hubky, 
Huntingdon,  Ingham,  Jsrvis,  Cave  Johnson,  H.  ifinfoo, 
B.  Joneiv  Kilgure,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lawler,  0.  Ue, 
J.  Lee,  Lennsnl,  Lnyall.  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  J.  Hans,  W. 
Muon,  HcCarty,  McLene.  Miller,  Moi^n.  lluhlenbe% 
Psge,  Parks,  Patterson,  F.  Fierce,  Phelp%  Pinckoey, 
John  Reynold*,  Joseph  Reynolds,  R->gers,  Seyamift 
Shields,  Sickles,  Smith,  Storer,  J.  Thomson,  Toacey, 
Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Ward,  Wardwell.  Webiltf, 
Week>,  E.  Whittlrsey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell-W. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Baiky, 
Bell,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Boiwb,  J.  Csl> 
boon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  G.  Chamber!^  J.  CbsnbR<i 
Chetwood,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwis, 
Crane,  Darlington,  Deberry,  Denny,  FJmore,  Erm^  Er- 
erelt.  Fowler,  French,  Graham,  Qr$vtf,  Grayson,  Ghn*i 
H.Hall,  Hard.  H*rl.g^^5^^H«a.^Hieitcr, 
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Hosr,  Holtey,  Hopkini,  Howell,  Hont,  Huntwran,  Inger- 
»oH,  Janea,  Jenifer,  Joieph  Jobown,  Kennon,  I^porie, 
LAwranee,  Liy,  L.  Lei,  Lincoln,  Low,  S.  Muon, 
Itoty,  MeComta,  McEty,  llcKenniin,  McRim,  MiUi|f«n, 
Montgomery,  0»ena,  Parker,  D.  J.  Peirce,  J.  A.  Pearce, 
PMrson,  Pettif^rew,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens.  Potts, 
Reed,  Reneher,  Richardson,  Ruberlion,  Russel), 
Sdienek,  W.  B.  Shepsnl,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shinn, 
SIkde,  Sloin,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Taliirerro, 
ThooMi,  W.  Tbompion,  Turner,  Underwood,  Wage- 
ner.  Wuhingtop,  White,  L.  WIHiun^  8.  WiUiimi, 
Toiingw-99. 

So  the  motion'to  lay  on  the  (able  wu  dtsagreed  to. 
Mr,  L\NI3  obtained  the  floor,  but  gare  way  to 
M*-.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  on  whose  motion  the 
H  Mue  proceeded  to  the  orderi  of  tbe  day. 

EXECUTIVB  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  House  resamed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Wisa,  together  with  the  pend> 
ing  amendment  of  Mr.  D.  J.  PiAaoi,  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  select  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
admmtstration  of  tbe  executire  departmenlf. 

Ur.  ROBERTSON  concluded  bis  remarks,  aa  given 
entm  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  HANNBGAN  aaidi  No  gentleman  didiked  more 
than  himself  to  ocoipy  the  time  of  the  lloiiae  in  debaiej 
none  felt  more  big^ily  tbe  vahie  of  that  lime  to  tbe  coun- 
try at  a  period  tike  the  present,  when,  as  all  knew  it  to 
b^  the  man  of  business  was  so  accumulated  and  im- 
mense. Por  this  reason,  hia  observations  would  be  brief. 
It  waa  due  to  himself,  however,  that  tbe  occasion  should 
not  pats,  that  the  vote  he  intended  to  give  on  tbe  reso- 
lution under  discussion  should  not  be  recorded,  without ' 
en  explanation  of  his  reasons,  to  iro  with  that  vote  to  the 
eonstituenia  whose  generous  conndrace  be  to  deeply  ap- 
pteeiated. 

Sir,  (aud  Mr.  H.,)  I  shall  vote  for  the  resolution,  as 
proposed  by  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Ur.  Wisb.]  The 
vote,  however,  will  not  be  given  for  the  same  reasons  as- 
signed a  day  or  two  since  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickibs,]  or  for  those  given  in  the  main 
bjr  the  gentleman  from  Vii^inia  who  had  just  resumed 
bis  scat,  [Mr.  RoaeaTsoM.]  So  far  as  tbe  latter  gentle- 
man's assignment  waa  based  upon  tbe  spirit  of  inquiry, 
or  the  right  and  power  of  this  Hou^e  to  invest^te  fully 
and  freely,  and  at  any  moment,  the  afTairs  of  the  differ- 
ent departments  and  bureaus  of  the  Government,  be 
concurred  with  him  to  the  uttermost.  It  was  a  right 
upon  which  might  emphatically  be  said  to  bang  the  pu- 
rity of  tbe  Government  and  the  litwrtiea  of  the  peoptei 
n  right  for  the  exercise  of  whidi  he  had  ever  contended, 
IB  tta  falleat  and  broadest  sense,  and  which  be  could  not 
now  sarrenderi  a  power  which,  when  denied  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  friends  on  that  floor 
end  elsewhere,  he  should,  to  the  hat  hour  of  his  life, 
consider  as  a  denial  of  the  eisential  principle  of  popular 
Government, 

So  far,  however,  as  the  gentleman's  argument  con- 
cerned the  existence  of  cwmption,  and  Ibe  practice  of 
abuses  in  the  different  departments,  the  improper  or  on- 
juit  exercise  of  executive  or  other  official  influence  on 
the  politics  of  the  day  or  the  recent  elections,  and  the 
necessity  of  the  proposed  investigation  for  these  purpo- 
ses, he  differed  wilh  him  in  the  widest  sense  of  the  word. 

Neither  abuses  nor  corruption  would,  aa  Mr.'  H.  believ- 
ed, be  found  existing  in  any  of  the  departments;  and  the 
fuller  and  more  open  the  investigations  should  be,  the 
more  complete,  in  bis  opinion,  would  be  the  vindi&ttion 
of  those  egainat  whom  tbe.  charges  are  to  be  levelled. 
That  vindication  was  what  no  correct  man  could  feet  in* 
elinad  to  deny.  If  based  upon  justice  and  innocence. 
Regarding  then  in  that  light,  he  bad  no  feate  of  the  con* 


sequencest  and  should  they  be  found  otlierwisr,  it  waa 
due  to  the  country,  to  those  who  had  been  deceived,  to 
the  venerable  Chief  Magistrate,  against  whom  hehelier>  ' 
ed  no  man  had  ever  yet  directed  the  cha^e  of  eorrup* 
tion,  dishonor,  or  dishonesty,  that  the  guilt  should  be  ex< 
posed,  and  the  guilty  brought  to  punishment.  Wilh  the 
honorable  mover  of  the  resolution,  he  was  willing  to  go 
every  length  in  purautt  of  the  peculator  and  the  plunder- 
er. The  cry  that  such  were  abroad,  that  they  were  fat- 
tening on  the  public  orib,  that  tliey  were  bidden  in  tbe 
recesses  of  the  deparlments,  had  been  resounding  throi^^ 
the  hall  every  day  nnee  the  commencement  of  tbe  prea- 
enf,  and  indeed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  last  ses- 
sion. The  public  mmd  was  constantly  turned  by  gen- 
tlemen here  to  this  one  themei  and  it  seemed  to  him  nigh 
time  that  all  this  corruption,  none  of  which,  however,  be 
had  yet  heard  specifled,  should  be  looked  into,  probed, 
corrected. 

There  was  an  individual,  toi^  connected  with  this  busi- 
ness, whose  name,  from  its  frequent  repetition  by  honor- 
able gentlemen  in  their  places,  the  very' parrots  them- 
selves, had  they  been  present,  would  have  learned  to 
utter  ere  thisj  an  individual  whom  he  knew  in  private 
life,  and  knew  there  without  reproach,  yet  whose 
name  here  was  daily  connected  with  the  worst  practices. 
This  individual,  common  justice  entitled  at  least  to  trial, 
before  condemnation.  Mr.  H.,  as  every  body  would 
understand,  alluded  to  Reuben  H.  Whitney,  the  sun 
and  aubstance  of  tbe  charge  against  whom,  so  far  as  spe- 
cifications went,  amounted  to  the  fact  that  he  was  em- 
ployed as  an  agent  by  some  of  the  depoiite  banks,  bis  em* 
ptoyment  as  an  agent  of  the  Government  being  presu- 
med solely  from  the  appearance  of  his  name  aflixed  to  a 
sign  before  one  of  tbe  rooms  in  the  building  occupied  by 
the  Treasury  Department.  This  fact  alone  might,  with  a 
jury  predetermined  to  htng  both  him  and  Mr.  Wood- 
bury, be  suflieient  prooft  but  certainly,  if  no  suob  prior 
determination  existed,  it  could  not  be  construed  into 
proof  positive  of  a  knowledge  oo  either  part  that  the 
other  existed. 

Justice  to  this  indrvidual  himself,  to  his  family,  to  the 
country,  demanded  an  expose  of  the  attitude  which  be 
occupied  ofBcialty  towards  the  Government. 

To  the  amendment  proposed  hy  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  [Ur.  Paaaca]  be  could  not  accede,  be- 
cause in  so  doing  the  appearance  might  be  conveyed  to 
the  malicious  portion  of  the  world,  that  the  friends  of 
the  administration  had  something  to  dread  from  the 
broad,  open  serutiny  proposed  by  tbe  main  resohition. 
The  efTect  of  each,  even  their  meaning,  might  be  sub- 
stantially the  samei  yet,  to  those  who  felt  inclined  to 
blacken  and  distort,  he  wished  no  pretext  furnished  tot 
the  gratification  of  sudi  passions.  The  amendment 
might  with  some  plausibility  be  represented  aa  an  eva- 
sion of  the  direct  question  in  issuet  and,  for  his  own  part, 
throughout  life  he  had  never  sought  by  Hnnous  move- 
ments the  accomplishment  of  any  object.  Hecouldnot 
seek  by  indirection  that  which  could  be  attained  di- 
rectly. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  had  ad- 
vanced, in,the  course  of  bis  remarks,a  oonstituilonal  ojiin- 
ion  on  tbe  powers  conferred  by  tbe  rcsolutioii,  mm 
which  Mr.  H.  must  beg  leave  to  dissent— the  opinion  that 
the  resolution  would  violate  the  article  in  the  amendments 
to  the  constitution  protecting  the  people  against  unrea- 
sonable searches  and  seiaures.  To  that  article,  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  H.,  but  one  meaning  could  be  attached  , 
and  that  so  simple  and  plain  that  a  misunderstanding  waa 
impossible,  it  applied  to  the  people  generally,  in  the 
capsoity  of  oitizeiw,  and  related  only  to  their  personal 
and  private  aiTairs.  The  contents  of  the  execittive  de- 
partmenta  were  literall/  the  propcHy  of  Coiwress,  by. 
whose  tot,  as  the  i>gent^|ifi^$HRi;4jl^@^fo  *ey 
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contained  could  be  (lirovn  open,  «nd  exposed  lo  public 
inTesligotion. 

In  replying  to  mme  of  the  remarki  that  hwl  ftllen  from 
the  irentleman  from  South  Cftrolina,  [Mr.  Pickins,]  he 
could  not  forbear  lo  lajr,  that  however  erroneous  he  mi^ht 
conaider  that  gentleman'a  opinions,  or  wliaterer  differ* 
enee  of  itentiinent  existed  between  them  on  politicalMib' 
iect'f  there  waa  a  manlineu  in  his  tone,  a  fearleaaness  in 
nia  exprenion,  that  must  command  respect,  even  where 
it  ftiled  to  produce  conviction.  He  watglui  to  bear  the 
•aqilanation  gSven  by  that  hoiwrable  gentleman  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RoBHTaoir]  of  the  de- 
Duneiation,  or  ralber  the  declaration  of  uncompromising 
war,  which  he  had  also  understood  him  to  make  against 
the  coming  administration.  He  was  re)oiced  st  it,  for 
even  at  the  time  of  the  expretaion  from  which  he  had 
drawn  the  inference,  it  waa  regarded  in  his  mind  aa  an 
•xprcarion  apnnging  from  the  neat  of  the  moment,  in 
the  exdtement  of  debate,  and  not  at  the  fettled  purpose 
of  hia  heart. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  deploring  what 
be  conceives  to  be  Ihe  fallen  condition  of  the  country, 
haa  alluded  to  the  condition  of  thia  House,  as  affording 
ample  proofa  of  the  approachea  making  to  despotism} 
the  fact  that  the  parly  supporting  the  administration  has 
had  th«  ascendency  here,  and  that  their  measures  have 
been  eonlrary  to  that  gentleman's  notions  of  correct 
policy,  he  baaawribed'to  a  feeling  of  aervilityM  the 

Eart  of  tbe  majority  towards  the  Executive.  In  his  own 
>i>guage,  the  House,  for  the  last  four  yean,  has  been 
used  u  a  mere  registry  for  the  royal  edicts.  That  is,  for 
the  last  four  yetn,  the  majority  here  have  done  nothing 
but  obey  the  will  and  study  the  wiah  of  the  President. 
Sir,  let  ua  in(|uire  bov  far  the  facts  auatain  thia  broad 
assertion.  Without  enumerating  the  many  instances  in 
which  bills,  particularly  thoae  covering  appropriations, 
bave  paaaed  both  this  body  and  the  other  during  the  pe- 
riod mentioned,  and  to  some  of  which  the  President,  as 
ia  well  known,  has  reluctantly  afRxed  hia  itgnature,  to 
others  has  abaolulely  denied  his  assentt  without  (he  hia- 
tory  of  all  these,  if  the  gentleman  will  but  look  back  to 
the  last  aenion,  he  will  fiml  a  case  alrong  enough  to  con- 
vince all  of  tbe  jaundiced  view  be  has  taken  in  thia  in- 
stance. The  ease  referred  lo  is  tbedepositeaet;a  meas- 
ure aeeond  in  its  importance  only  to  the  recharlerof  the 
Vnited  States  Bank,  and  which,  by  anoverwhelmingma- 
jority,  paiaed  both  Houaea  at  (he  last  aesaion. 

Had  this  body  been  auch  as  the  gentleman  would  de- 
scribe,  holding  ihe  hall  aa  a  mere  registry  of  the  royal 
edicta,  that  bill  never  could  have  become  a  law;  for,  as 
all  knew,  the  Hreaideni'a  opiniona  were  openly  advenie 
to  the  principles  of  that  hill|  and  but  for  Ihe  amendment 
of  thia  House  to  the  bill  ofihe  Senate,  by  which  the  con- 
stitutional objection  waa  removed,  it  never  would  have 
received  hia  aignature.  The  removsl  of  thia  objection, 
although  aufGcient  to  avoid  all  collision  wtth  that  high 
instrument,  did  not  by  any  means  vary  the  aubitanlial 
principlea  of  the  bilit  ibey  atill  remained,  and  the  Preai- 
dcnt's  opposition  lo  the  luilicy  thus  temporarily  about  to 
be  estsbh^ed  waa  no  secret  here,  either  with  frienda  or 
foes.  Yer,  after  all,  what  wat  the  result?  tt  wa^  sir, 
that  more  than  three  fuunhs  of  his  most  decided  friends 
in  (his  House  voted  for  Ihe  bill,  and  sustained  it  in  every 
Stage.  Mr.  U,  said  be  would  not  have  alluded  to  this 
particular  instance,  or  attempted  any  defence  of  the 
party  with  which  he  acted,  against  this  charge  of  the 
genlteraan  from  South  Carohna,  but  for  ihe  atriking  ref- 
uUtion  it  gave  to  all  charges  of  the  kind,  charges  of 
subserviency  to  executive  will,  against  those  who  be- 
lieved that  Executive  not  immaculate,  but  who  did  be- 
lieve him  honeat,  wiite,  snd  patriutict  striving  to  serve 
hU  country  and  to  preserve  tbe  purity  of  berinatitutionft 
and  wbo,  so  beueving,  bad  sustuned  bis  mrasurei^  and 


stood  to  hia  support  when  menaced  by  an  iiwulting  foe 
from  abroad,  or  when  threatened  by  the  inndiaus  power 
of  a  far  more  dangenma  enemy  at  hornet  the  power  of  a 
aerpent  nursed  to  terrible  maturity  >n  the  vrry  bosom  of 
the  people,  who  learned,  almost  too  Ute,  the  venomaad 
the  poiaon  which  Uy  hid  beneath  tbe  quiet  and  bcanti' 
fill  aurfaee. 

Mr.  H.  said,  throughout  the  period  of  Ihissesatoa, 
there  was  one  thing  he  had  obaerred  with  pain:aooersc 
which  he  believed  had  no  precedent  in  ihe  past  biitaiy 
-of  the  country,  and  the  memory  of  wbkh  he  hoped 
might  be  buried  forever  at  the  termination  of  thia  Coa- 
greas.  He  alluded  to  the  bet  of  the  determined  spirit 
of  animosity,  the  same  relentless  oppowiioo  wbicb, 
during  the  past  seven  years,  had  been  exhibited  in  the 
Houae  againat  the  President,  continuing  to  evince  itadf 
up  to  the  hour  when  he  was  retirii^  finally  fron  Ike 
public  alage.  Whatever  mif^t  have  been  the  rancor  of 
party,  he  believed,  from  all  Ihe  information  be  had, 
that  the  last  session  of  an  Executive  had  bitberlo  been 
permitted  to  pass,  if  not  entirely  in  calmneas  and  peac^ 
shorn,  at  leaat,  of  the  virulence  and  rancor  of  cberidjed 
hate.  He  presumed  not  to  be  a  conacience-teeper  fof 
other',  nor  would  he  dictate  any  man'a  couraei  but  wne 
he  now  the  enemy  of  the  venerable  man  who  bad  as 
long  occupied  a  distinguished  place  tn  the  eyesofhe 
own  country  and  the  world,  he  could  not  find  it  ia  hii 
heart,  at  thia  period,  to  imbilter  a  single  breath  of  he 
allotted  exiatence.  Whatever  feelings  of  ho&tiltv  be 
might  have  cheriahed  against  the  Executive  himarif,  ibc 
policy  and  propriety  of  his  adminiatration,  he  wonU  at 
thia  hour  atand  Kilenlly  by,  and  permit  tbe  curtain  to 
drop  quietly  and  decently  over  the  laat  scene.  What, 
he  asked,  waa  that  ocene,  and  who  the  great  actor  that 
the  curtain  waa  about  to  fall  uponF  It  was  tbelattrc* 
tiring  view  which  the  world  could  have  of  a  man  vbue 
eventful  lifis  had  fumiahcd  a  whole,  a  heavy  volume  fur 
the  history  of  his  countryi  of  a  man  whose  impenshi» 
deeds  were  to  be  written  in  other  language*,  and  teaa 
in  other  tongues,  and  never  read  in  any  land,  under  any 
iky  Where  human  liberty  had  a  votary,  without  tbe 
heartfelt  tribute  of  glowing  admirationt  a  man  opca 
whom  his  country,  almost  with  aectamatton,  had  defi- 
ed to  bestow  tbe  highest  honors  of  the  State,  aad  who 
wore  those  honors  as  became  them  both,  his  onlyaia 
her  glory,  her  prosperity,  her  happineaa,  her  liberty- 

Let  the  records  of  hia  renown  be  aought  where  they 
may,  whether  emanating  fiom  the  cloaet  or  achieved  la 
the  field,  they  will  be  found  alike  stamped  with  lbei«a* 
press  of  a  mighty  mind,  a  patriotic  and  devoted  hsw*- 
No  matter  in  witat  manner  he  mny  be  talked  of  b«t> 
what  obloquy  may  be  cast  upon  hia  aeta,  it  will  lara  >^ 
nothing  in  tbe  end.  The  glories  of  New  Orleaas,  oi 
Talladega,  of  the  Horseaboe,  cannot  be  atricken  w" 
the  annala  of  AmeHcan  hiatory.  Posterity  will  read; 
and,  in  aftertimea,  when  patriola  war  for  liberty,  a"" 
the  strife,  the  hurry,  and  the  carnage,  tbe  naiae  of  A* 
drew  Jackson  shall  be  tbe  talisman, 

"Toailrilie  hemsodnra 
Aa  tbouf^  Iwets  the  balUa  dmm." 

Long  hence,  when  the  rank  grass  shall  have  gn>*"> 
and  withered  again  and  snin,  over  the  whole  **ani>a- 

ted  warm  motion"  now  filling  thia  hall,  when 
none  will  be  found  to  tell  where  most  of  ua  Itet  ia*** 
very  hall,  if  liberty  and  union  remain,  the  name  he  h»d 
just  utterrd  would  be  heard  resoimding,  as  the  P"** 
server,  in  a  trying  hour,  nf  hia  cruntry'a  politieal  ff* 
dom  and  the  pure  principles  of  her  constitutloD- 

Mr.  H.  said  he  was  not  speaking  with  a  coerW^ 
torgur,  for  such  a  language  lie  bad  yet  to  learn,  or 
a  feeling  to  cheriah.  towards  creatra  man.   It  ws)  ■<* 
the  part  he  had  played  in  his  intmourse  wkli  tbe  Vrf' 
dent,  bat  *henever,e^,|»d|j«;jMi4^0gi^ 
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difference  of  opinion  existed  between  them  on  subjecls 
in  which  he  himwITh^d  Felt  an  interest,  hit  own  opinions 
\nA  been  spoken  to  the  President  promptly  snd  warmly, 
it  might  be  st  times  too  wsrmly  for  the  disparity  of 
yesrt.  In  speaking  of  the  Evecutire  now,  he  hsd  spoken 
of  him  as  one  ibout  to  be  numbered  with  the  pait;Bs 
orie  with  whom  hit  own  tgt  wts  on  the  eve  of  exchsnf^' 
inir  mournAil  adieus,  and  upon  whose  ear  the  voice  alike 
of  flattery  and  of  friendship,  of  low  detraction  and  of 
manly  enmity,  would  soon  full  with  the  same  heavy, 
cold,  senseleu  efTect. 

From  first  to  last,  since  his  entry  into  the  hall,  he 
had  sat  and  silently  heard  the  President  denounced  as  a 
tyrant,  branded,  almo&t  in  the  same  breath,  with  the  op< 
posiie  epithets  of  usurper  and  dotard.  Fortunately  the 
feefings  which  inspired  nch  tanRuasre  could  not  be  com- 
municated to  poslerttyt  they  would  sink  into  the  same 
ftrave,  ihey  would  !i6  buried  in  the  same  oblivion^  as- 
aifrn^d  to  most  of  those  who  cherished  ihem. 

History,  in  her  hng  drawn  gallery,  will  present  to 
Gominpf  time  no  portrait  that  can  occupy  a  higher  place 
than  bis  who  in  life  has  been  so  traduced — none  that 
shall  stsnd  forth  in  more  simple,  beautiful,  living  relief. 

The  gentlemsn  from  South  Citrotina,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  liad  drawn  a  comparison,  as  Mr.  H.  under- 
stood him  at  the  time,  between  the  President  and  the 
Roman  Sylla  and  Marius,  and  the  English  Cromwell — 
between  Andrew  Jackson  and  the  cold,  cruel,  fanatical 
Cromwell!  the  usurper,  who  rushed  undtsmsyed  over 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  very  people  to  whom  he 
owed  every  thing  save  his  existence,  to  uixe  upon  a 
blood-stained  proteelorale. 

[Mr.  PtcRBiTs  here  asked  the  floor,  which  was  yield- 
ed, and  then  stated  thai  the  application  of  his  remarks 
had  been  misunderstood  by  Mr.  H. ;  that  his  intenttMn  was 
not  to  institute  the  comparisons  ai  sfippnsedi  that,  in  his 
remarks  rereiring  to  the  tribunes  of  the  B'lman  people, 
-«nd  not  to  Sylla  and  Marius,  as  Mr.  H.  supposed,  and  in 
his  reference  to  the  course  and  character  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well, he  had  Mmply  meant  to  be  understood  as  compa* 
ring  the  condition  of  our  country  with  theirs;  and  our 
downward  course  to  the  same  despotism ,  should  vrc? 
under  the  coming  administration,  find  that  the  funda- 
mentHl  principles  of  the  constitution  had  been  under- 
mined, by  a  precedent  established  of  cxeeative  inter- 
ference in  the  successorship.] 

Mr.  H>  ctHitinued.  He  was  gratified  to  he' informed  of 
hia  misunderstanding  of  the  gentleman's  allusion.  In  sup- 
port of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  eomtitiition, 
that  gentleman  could  not  go  further  than  he  was  willing 
to  go.  There  was  no  sacrifice  lie  would  not  be  proud  to 
make,  no  tie  he  would  not  freely  sever,  to  preserve  from 
Ttolation  that  sacred  charter.  As  to  the  character  of 
Mr.  Tan  Buren's  ailministration,  not  having  the  gift  of 
prescience,  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  say  what  might 
lie  its  results.  Be  looked  forward,  however,  with  per- 
fect eonfldence,  to  a  continuance  of  the  principles  upon 
which  the  Government  was  now  administered,  and  felt 
attisfied  that,  in  this  expectation,  there  would  be  no  dis- 
•ppcnntment.  That  violence  could  be  offered,  that  a 
blow  could  be  inflicted  upon  the  fundamental  principles 
of  the  constitution  by  the  present  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, was  a  state  of  things  which  he  could  not  conceive 
within  the  range  of  possibility,  it  would  srgue  an  un- 
hallowed love  of  power,  and  a  misapprehension  or  a  ha- 
ired of  the  free  iiwtitations  of  his  nattre  soil,  in  the  bo- 
-jom  of  the  man.  Is  it,  he  would  ask,  likely  that  such 
feelings  could  now  tenant  the  heart  of  Andrew  Jackson' 
He  would  let  the  terms  in  which  his  friend  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  PtTTOir]  had  spoken  of  the  President,  a  few 
days  back,  answer  the  question.  He  alluded  to  the  in- 
terview desoribed  by  hit  friend  between  the  President 
Bnd  one  of  the  Teonesire  SenatMT.   Was  he  planning 


schemes  of  power  for  himself  or  another,  Ihenf  Was 
their  talk  of  treason  or  unholy  atratagemF  No,  sir,  noi 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  told  us  it  wasof  the  grave — 
of  dying — of  his  loved  Hermitage,  which  he  wished. once 
more  to  see,  and  where  he  hiqied  his  eyes  might  close. 
Can  it  be  that  such  t  man,  after  having  toiled  In  the 
cause  of  liberty  his  whole  life,  should,  when  the  grave 
and  all  its  mys^ries  are  drawing  n>gh.  seek,  ss  the  latf 
act  of  a  glorious  career,  to  impair  the  principles  for 
which  in  boyhood  he  bledt  the'  institutions  which  in  riper 
years  he  aided  to  strengthen  and  perfect)  and  the  free 
Government  which,  in  the  full  maturity  of  manhood,  he 
triumphantly  sustained^  Let  it  not  be  borne  upon  the 
winds;  before  such  things  can  exis%  the  moral  order  of 
nature  must  be  reversed. 

When  Mr.  ItisnmAw  had  concluded. 

Mr.  HAHER  rose  and  nddressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker!  It  is  s  fact  well  known  to  every  gentle- 
man who  has  been  an  observer  of  the  signs  of  the  times 
for  a  few  years  past,  that  the  speeches  delivered  here 
have  considerable  effect  upon  the  public  mind.  It  is 
right  that  they  should.  The  members  sent  here  are  pre- 
sumed to  have  Sonne  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  our 
Government,  of  the  interests  of  the  cDuntrr«  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  Government  is  administered.  What 
Ihey  publicly  declare,  under  such  circumstances,  in  their 
places,  under  official  and  personal  responsibilities,  de- 
serves to  have  an  influence  upon  their  own  immediate 
constituents  and  upon  the  public  at  large. 

For  three  years  past,  I  have  frequently  listened  to 
speeches,  made  by  gentlemen  in  the  opposition,  which 
I  thought,  at  the  time,  deserved  replies.  Others  thought 
differently,  and  they  were  permitted  to  pass  unnoticed. 
Some  of  these  speeches  contained  the  slang  and  folse- 
hoods  of  letter-writers  and  unprincipled  editors,  polished 
and  endorsed  by  the  orator,  and  sent  out  to  poison  and 
mislead  the  public  mind  with  regard  to  those  who  are  in 
power. 

Some  of  us  have  thought  we  ought  not  to  answer 
them,  because  it  would  occupy  too  much  time.  It  waa 
believed  that  we  ought  (o  transact  the  public  business, 
and  go  home.  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  the  lon^  desul- 
tory debates  that  occur  here,  involving  the  presidential 
and,every  other  question  before  the  country,  as  any  one 
else.  We  carry  these  things  so  far  that  it  haa  been  re* 
marked  by  more  than  one  intelligent  citizen  that  the 
Houseof  Representatives  was  becoming  a  mere  debating 
society — a  club  for  the  discusnon  of  po^lical  questions. 
My  opinion  it,  that  we  ought  iirst  to  transact  the  public 
business  and  then,  if  we  have  time  to  spare,  let  us  de- 
bate these  topics.  The  affairs  of  our  eonaiituents  khnuld 
be  firbt  attended  to.  It  was  for  that  they  sent  us  here, 
and,  when  the  duly  is  discharged,  it  is  time  enough  to 
engage  in  making  political  harangues.  But,  instead  of 
this,  we  waste  the  commencement  and  the  middle  of  the 
sessioQ»nay,  almost  the  whole  period — with  such  de- 
bales)  and,  near  the  close  of  it,  teke  up  and  pass  some 
fifty  or  a  liundred  bills,  decapitate  a  hundred  more 
without  much  examination,  and  then  adjourn.  This,  in 
my  estimation,  is  all  wrong.  But  what  is  to  be  gain*  d 
by  our  remaining  silent'  If  we  do  not  debate,  the  oppo- 
sition will.  1'he  tinoe  is  consumed,  and  the  vocabulary 
of  our  langusge  ransacked  for  opprobrious  epithets^  to 
be  hesped  upon  the  Executive,  upon  this  Houie,  and 
upon  the  constituents  who  sustain  both.  Corruption, 
fraud,  tyrantt  usurper,  dsves,  are  familiar  terms  here. 

These  charges  are  made  day  after  day,  and  remain  un- 
contradicted, to  go  out  to  the  coantry  and  circulate 
among  the  people.  Are  these  charges  true  or  false  ^ 
That  *<aitence  gives  consent"  is  an  old  maxim,  which 
has  much  truth  in  it.  The  frequent  repetition  of  these 
charges  by  the  opposition,  and  tif^ailence-or  t^e  friends 
of  the  adnio!SlrRtion^i«iHsih^6e^feMt'b6Hwn  of  the 
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dRHitry  to  believe  tbem.  If  tbey  are  itw,  we  onght  to 
•dnit  themi  If  not,  we  diould  pronounce  tbem  false.  So 
fcr  u  I  know  or  befieve.  they  are  hbe»  tnd  I  therefore 
pronounce  Ihcm  so  before  tbe  country. 

No  one  won]  U  heard  oRener  in  our  debatei  here  than 
the  word  "  party !"  The  oppowlion  gentlemen  teem  to 
be  peeuttarly  fond  ofit.  Thej  are  constantly  appealing  to 
iM(odiaregirdpart7C0iwideratkma,andgofor  the  country. 

There  are  partiea  in  all  free  GoTerpments.  Tbey  uiae 
from  a  difTerenee  of  opinion  among  men  In  regard  to  the 
policy  to  be  purrned  by  tboae  who  are  inlruated  with 
the  adminiatration  of  public  affain.  Candidate**  bdding 
to  oppoaite  prinoiplei,  preaent  tbemaelvea  for  public  fa- 
Tor,  and  the  people  decide  between  then).  In  other 
eountriea,  eipccially  in  England,  one  party  is  laid  to  be 
out  of  power,  and  tbe  other  in,  aa  the  one  or  the  other 
may  happen  to  be  aocceaafu).  It  waa  formerly  bo  here. 
Atone  time  the  federal  party  wai  in  power,  and  atan-- 
other  time  the  repubneaa  or  democratic  party.  But  for 
ft  few  yean  paat  a  different  mode  of  exprcaaion  baa  been 
adopted.  The  oppoaition  datm  to  be  <Mbe  country," 
and  denounce  ua  aa  *•  a  party!"  We,  who  bare  been  in 
power  for  eight  year«i  we,  who  elect  the  President  and 
aaitain  hioi  and  hia  administration,  by  tbe  votes  or  a  large 
majority  of  the  American  peoplei  we,  foreooth,  are  "a 
party*"  whilat  a  minority,  struggling  in  vain  to  obtain  the 
control  of  the  Goremment,  impadentlj  chum  to  be  tbe 
country! 

Now,  there  never  can  be  n  univeraal  concurrence  of 
opinion  with  respect  to  public  men  and  public  meaaures; 
and  when  the  qiieation  has  been  &lrly  presented  to  tbe 
people,  and  a  majority  decide  either  one  way  or  the 
other,  that  deeiiion  is  virtualty  tbe  voice  of  tbe  country. 
Such  a  deoiaion  has  been  mtde.  It  was  announced  in 
1838,  end  has  remained  unreveraed  until  this  time.  We 
are  tbe  country,  and  have  been  daring  all  that  period. 
If  there  are  either  **  pvtlet*'  or  "hetStm"  in  the  caae, 
they  are  to  be  found  among  those  who  manifest  violent 
and  persevering  opposition  to  the  will  of  the  majority — 
a  will  so  dialinctly  and  repeatedly  eipremed  by  the  sov- 
ereign people  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  no  dispositinn  to  Rght  tbe  presidential  campa-gn 
over  again  upon  this  floor;  to  imitate  the  old  aoldier,  who 
shouldered  his  crutch,  and  showed  bow  fields  were  won. 
But  aa  reviewing  seems  to  be  the  wder  of  the  day,  and 
it  has  become  very  unfashionable  to  speak  to  the  subject 
before  the  House,  I  will  look  bsck  to  some  of  the  topics 
which  have  been  introduced  into  this  debate*  aa  well  as 
others  that  hsve  taken  place  here. 

It  has  been  ouite  common  for  the  last  three  years  to 
hear  the  Fresiclent  pronounced  a  usurper  and  a  tyrant. 
Grecian,  Roman,  and  Er^lish  history  have  all  been  put 
in  requiaition,  and  carefully  examined,  from  beginning 
to  end,  fur  tbe  purpose  of  finding  parallels  and  Hlustra- 
tions  of  his  cruelty,  tyranny,  and  usurpation.  It  is  an 
easy  matter  to  mske  these  comparisons,  and  to  call  hard 
names.  It  requires  very  Itlile  talent  and  leas  reading. 
But  gentlemen  should  remember  that  declamation  is  not 
argument)  and  that  assertion  is  not  proof.  If  these  par- 
allels are  just,  it  must  be  within  the  power  of  those  who 
nae  them  to  point  to  the  facta  which  render  the  Presi< 
dent  obnoxious  fo  the  ehai^ea  preferred  against  him. 
Why  are  they  not  given^  In  what  particular  has  he  vio* 
lated  either  law  or  conititution?  Let  them  name  the  in- 
Btanee,  and  give  us  the  circumstances.  Qenera),  indis- 
crimtnate  condemnation  will  not  aatisfy  the  American 
people.  When  the  casea  are  specified,  it  will  be  matter 
for  invektigation  and  argument  whether  they  sustain  the 
ftccusatiuna  so  confidently  made  by  his  antagonista.  Until 
then,  t,  for  one,  shall  consider  it  as  mere  idle  declamation. 

I  do  not  atand  here  to  pronounce  a  euloghim  upon  the 
Prcwdeot.  Hia  acU  are  before  his  country,  and  they 
have  already,  in  the  presence  of  his  acoosrrs,  rendered  i 


a  verdict  of  unqualified  approbation  upon  hia  pabGe  ca* 
reer.  What  motive  can  be  have  to  infrii^  upon  the 
liberties  of  hia  fiellow-atisen^  or  to  overturn  tbe  eoMti- 
tution  of  his  country?  None.  Hia  countrymen  have  oiQ> 
ferred  upon  him  every  favor  in  their  gift,  and  be  has  at- 
tained  the  higheat  atation  which  human  power  can  be- 
atow.  From  that  atation  be  ia  about  to  retire,  leaving 
hia  country  happy  and  prosperous  beyond  example^  ania 
attended  by  the  benedtcmna  of  a  j  ust  and  gnteliil  penple. 

But  I  will  not  enter  upon  bis  defence.  If  1  were 
dined  to  do  so,  under  other  circumstances,  I  have  been 
saved  the  neceesity  of  disehaif  ing  ^is  duly  by  tbe  nUe 
and  eloquent  speech  of  my  friend  fnm  IndUaa,  [Hit. 
UAVHaoAv,]  who  has  just  tuen  bis  seat.  He  baa  treated 
Ibis  subject  so  much  more  ablv  than  I  could  hope  todo^ 
that  I  will  not  attempt  to  tread  upon  tbe  ground  hckM 
already  occupied. 

Can  any  one  feil  lo  aee  why  it  b  tiiat  these  unfouaded 
charges  are  so  often  repeated?  Thoae  who  hnvc  atndied 
tbe  nature  of  the  human  mind  are  aware  of  tbe  iaflueaee 
made  upon  it  by  repeated  blows,  followed  op  from  time 
lo  time  with  untiring  perseverance.  Thia  everiaating 
hammeririg  in  the  aame  place  will  ultimately  produce  ita 
effect  upon  the  hardest  matertalt  and  aasaults  made  upM 
individual  character,  whether  public  or  private,  from 
day  to  day,  for  a  series  of  years,  if  unebatradicted,  wiB 
finally  gain  credence  even  among  a  man'a  friends.  TIm 
is  the  secret  of  the  mercilese  warfiue  wlncb  hai  hccft 
carried  on  agsinit  President  Jackson. 

Another  fruitfnl  topic  of  diacusaion  with  tbe  oppom- 
tion  is  the  inconiisteney  of  the  President  and  hia  friends 
in  regard  to  the  great  questions  of  policy  (bat  have  been 
agitated  before  the  country  for  some  years  past.  The 
gentleman  frcmt  Virginia  [Hr.  RonimoH]  hai  admted 
to  this  contrariety  of  opinion. 

[Mr.  RoatnTsov  aroae.  and  said  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  had  misapprehendrd  him.  He  did  not  neak 
of  the  difTerencea  of  principle  among  the  friends  m  ibe 
administration.  He  hid  said  nothing  of  the  terrible  fed- 
eralista  they  bad  in  their  ranks,  nor  of  the  diaeovdant 
msteriab  that  composed  their  partyi  but  be  had  attempt^ 
kd  to  show  that  the  President  was  inconsiMent  with  bi» 
self)  that,  from  his  opn  acta  and  cotnmunicationi^  km 
might  be  claimed  as  tbe  frieitd  or  rnemy  ttf  the  tari^ 
internal  improvements,  the  bank,  &e.] 

Hr.  H.  ssid  he  accepted  the  gentleman's  atalemeit 
with  pleasure)  he  bad  no  doubt  raisappreherKled  the  ten- 
or of  hii  observations.  But  be  would  tell  the  geotlcmsa 
that,  with  regard  to  <*  terrible  federalists^"  if  Ite  wanted 
to  find  tbem  of  the  real  black-cockade  stamp  of  1800^ 
he  might  readily  do  so,  and  that  in  great  numbcra,  amoag 
his  own  politieu  aseociates.  He  believed  tbe  gentleman 
had  never  belonged  to  that  schooli  but  there  were 
many  .of  (hem  among  thoae  who  co-operated  with  him 
against  the  administration.  The  old  black-coekade  par* 
ty,  and  their  regular  descendants  and  succeaaora^  wbe 
held  (he  same  doctrines,  formed  no  small  portion  of  tbe 
opposition.  Look,  aaid  he,  at  Hasaachusetls,  ao  highly 
complimented  the  other  day  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  PioKaaa,]  and  you  may  there 
see  on  what  aide  the  remnant  of  the  fcdendiatiar 
1798  are  to  be  found. 

On  this  subject  of  tbe  tarifT,  aa  well  as  upon  several 
others,  (here  is  ao  old  proverb  which  I  can  reoMnmead 
to  the  consideration  of  gentlemen  in  the  oppomtion.  I 
know  it  is  aaid  by  Lord  Chesterfield  and  others  to  be 
rather  vulgar  to  quote  proverbs,  but  I  coofeM  I  Mw 
them.  Proverbs  are  usually  the  result  of  tbe  accumula* 
ted  experience  of  wcceasive  generations  of  men. '  la 
nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty  they  are  true.  It  ia  their 
truth  which  prcaerves  themi  if  false,  they  would  be  tor- 
gotten.  The  one  to  which  I  alhide-ifb  *bat  **Jhase  who 
live  in  glass  booses  oug^^ff^^^syiS^^e 
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Do  we  diflTer  in  regard  to  the  doctrine  of  s  protective 
tariff^  Pray,  what  are  the  sentiroenta  of  the  oppoaition 
upon  thia  subject?  Have  ihey  any  principle  in  common 
with  ref^ard  to  proteetionf  Wlutt  ia  itl  Aak  the  nul- 
Kftenik  the  people  of  what  ii  called  (and  I  think  the  baa 
earned  the  title  here>  if  nowhere  else)  the  gallant  little 
State  uf  South  Carolina.  Why,  sir,  it  is  but  a  short 
time  lince  they  were  willing  to  peril  every  thing,  union 
itself,  rather  than  submit  to  a  protective  larifT— to  a  "  bill 
of  abominations."  They  deny  the  power  of  Congress 
to  pass  any  such  law*  and  bold  all  such  enactments  to  be 
open  vitilsliona  uf  the  coaatilution.  But  what  say  the 
trppoMon  in  Uie  North  and  Weatf  What  arc  the  senti. 
Bwntsof  the  **  American  system**  men  on  thia  subject? 
They  beliere  that  the  Federal  Government  not  only  has 
the  aulborily  to  pass  such  laws,  but  that  it  is  a  solemn 
duty  we  owe  our  country  to  afford  ihem  this  protection. 
These  are  the  gentlemen  who  are  so  grievously  offend- , 
cd  at  the  want  of  consistency  among  the  friends  of  the 
•dminialration! 

How  is  it  in  respect  to  internal  improvements  under 
Ibe  authority  of  ttw  General  Gtivenimentf  Here  there 
it  a  like  inconsistency  amongst  our  political  opponents. 
In  the  South  and  Southwea',  the  power  to  construct 
roads  and  canals  is  most  strenuously  denied;  but  in  the 
North  and  West  it  ts  almost  universally  claimed  and  con- 
'ceded.  It  is  with  one  portion  of  the  country  a  most  rad- 
ical error  to  attempt  the  exercise  of  this  authority,  whilst 
is  another  region  it  ita  part  of  the  constitutional  du^y 
of  the  fanctionaries  here  to  make  large  appropriations 
for  this  purpose.  What  a  deli^tful  harmony  there 
would  be  among  such  gentlemen,  if  they  were  in  power, 
and  hsd  control  of  the  finances  of  the  country !  What 
djacuasions  we  should  hear  among  themselves  upon  the 
eonstitutionalUy  and  wisdom  of  such  appropriations!  It 
would  be  the  music  of  the  ^>heres;  a  concord  of  sweet 
aounda.  Their  Preaident  would  have  no  difficulty  what- 
ever hi  adopting  a  Rne  of  puliey  wliieb  would  receive  the 
nnantmous  support  of  all  bia  party. 

Another  very  important  subject  involved  in  the  politi- 
cal contests  of  the  last  three  or  four  years  is  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  What  are  the  sentiments  of  the  op- 
position with  regard  to  ibis  institution?  As  variant  as 
the  colors  of  the  rainbow.  The  strict  constructionists 
in  the  South  deny  the  power  of  Congress  to  create  such 
a  corporation.  Some  bold  that*  if  they  had  the  power, 
it  would  be  inexpedient  to  exereiae  it)  and  others  that  it 
would  be  excellent  policy  to  create  a  bank  with  proper 
limitations.  Another  class  believe  the  power  exists,  bot 
that  its  exertion  would  be  dangerous  to  public  liberty; 
whilst  the  real  "  Simon  Pure,"  thorougb-g^tng  bankiles, 
not  only  claim  the  authority,  but  insist  (hat  such  a  bank 
ia  indispensably  necessary,  as  a  great  balance-wbeel  to 
regulate  the  currency  and  control  the  fiscal  operations 
of  the  country.  These  are  the  men  who  are  never 
weary  in  the  discharge  of  their  dut^.  They  go  about 
day  and  night,  crying  **  distress,  ruin,  bankruptcy,  and 
wretchedness)"  to  alarm  and  terrify  the  people  with  sup- 
posed dwigers  just  before  them,  which  are,  in  fact,  never 
to  be  realized.  No  man  can  receive  their  votes  for  Presi- 
dent, unless  they  believe  he  will  lend  his  influence  to 
the  e»tablishment'of  a  great  national  bank.  This  is,  with 
them,  the  very  bottom  and  the  aoul  of  hope."  Which 
ride  would  prevail  in  the  new  adminiatration?  WouM 
the  Executive  be  for  a  bank  or  againat  it?  No  mortal 
man  can  aolve  this  problem.  Not  a  man  in  the  opposi- 
tion will  attempt  to  answer  the  question. 

Agsin,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  present  Executive 
came  into  puwer  under  pledgea  (o  produce  important 
refumwt  that  "  retrenchment  and  reform"  was  the 
motto  of  the  party  who  elected  himt  and  that  the  "re- 
fonm"  bsve  not  been  made.  Pray,  what  are  the  re- 
forHH  which  deserve  our  attention?  Arc  there  any  use- 


leas  offices  that  ought  to  be  abolished?  If  so,  name 
them.  Does  any  officer  receive  loo  large  a  compenaa* 
tion?  Let  us  know  it.  Are  there  any  changea  necessa- 
ry in  the  organization  of  the  departments,  or  in  the  laws 
regulating  the  action  of  particobr  bureaus?  Point  them 
out.  t  will  go  heart  and  band  with  any  gentleman  for 
whatever  is  proper  to  be  done  in  regard  to  these  mat- 
ters, and  I  dare  ssy  there  will  be  s  general  co-operation 
nn  (he  part  of  my  political  friends  in  so  laudable  an  un- 
dertaking. Let  gentlemen  either  propose  something  as 
proper  to  be  done,  let  them  at  least  point  out  the  evil, 
or  cease  their  everlastiag  claroor  about  the  violation  of 
pledges  on  our  part.  How  can  reforms  bo  made  where 
every  thing  is  already  prrfect'  What  surgeon  ampu- 
tates a  sound  limb?  Who  administers  medicine  to  a 
person  in  the  vigor  of  manhood,  and  perfectly  free  from 
disease?  If  there  be  either  wound  or  blemish  in  the  *y*- 
tern,  let  it  be  made  knowni  and  we.  who  possess  the 
law-making  power,  should  forthwith  provide  a  remedy. 

"  Proscription"  is  one  of  the  topics  upon  which  the 
opposition  delight  (o  expatiate.  It  is  of  two  kinds,  ac-' 
cording  to  tbeir  account  of  it:  first  of  public  oflloera, 
and  secondly  of  the  minority  as  a  roasa.  As  to  the  firat, 
it  ia  said  that  all  are  removed  who  are  nut  of  the  domi- 
nant partyt  that  none  can  be  appmnted  who  are  not  of 
the  Bame  faithi  and  that  the  road  to  honor  and  emolu< 
ment  is  thus  closed  up  to  (be  minority  entirely.  A  more 
unfounded  charge  than  thia  was  never  made  against  any 
party  ol  men  since  the  world  be^^n.  Why,  air,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  offices  in  thia  city,  held  under  tbe  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  SUles,  are  now,  and  have  been  for 
eight  yeara,  in  tbe  hands  of  opposition  men.  Whilst 
this  charge  is  repeated  here  from  day  to  day,  and  reiter- 
ated by  political  partisans  from  one  end  of  the  continent 
to  the  other,  the  opposition  clerks  are  quietly  receiving 
their  salaries  in  (he  different  depsrtmenU,  receiving  and 
holding  their  respective  appointments  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  tbe  oiembera  of  bis  cabinet ! 

la  it  otherwise  in  regard  to  the  post  offices?  I  know 
that  in  my  region  of  country  a  large  majority  of  the  of- 
fices are  in  tbe  hands  of  the  opposition.  I  believe  it  is 
so  throughout  (he  United  States,  if  we  take  the  whole 
number  of  offices  connected  with  that  department.  So 
ynu  may  find  hundreds  in  the  custom-houses  of  tbe  same 
political  fttilh,  enjoying  the  favur  of  this  administntion. 
What  becomes  of  the  charge,  then,  that  no  one  can  hold 
office  but  a  democrat?  It  vanishes  before  Ibe  sunlight 
of  truth,  leaving  not  a  trace  upon  the  surface  where  it 
so  lately  rested. 

The  proscription  of  the  minority  en  mate  ia  a  subject 
I  have  never  been  able  to  comprehend.  How  are  they 
proscribed?  Do  they  not  enjuy  all  the  rights  and  im- 
munitiea  guarantied  to  other  citizens?  Have  they  been 
disfranchised?  What  privilege  haa  been  taken  ava:K? 
Are  not  the  courU  open  to  them  for  redreaa  of  tbeir 
grievances?  Are  not  their  persons,  reputations,  and 
property,  protected  by  law  like  those  of  other  citisens? 
If  80,  of  what  do  they  complain?  Why,  they 'cannot  get 
office! 

This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  the  100,000  of- 
fice-holders, who  are  said  to  have  been  sustaining  the 
administration  fur  some  time  past,  and  to  have  conducted 
the  campaign  in  fknt  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  1  can  remem- 
ber when  I  believed  there  was  something  in  this  story 
about  the  office-holders  sustaining  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and 
being  his  principal  supporters.  It  was  asserted  in  that 
bold  and  confident  tone  which  we  so  frequently  listen  lo 
here,  and  I  toot  it  for  granted  gentlemen  would  not  aay 
so  in  that  manner,  unless  it  was  well  established.  I  have 
been  deceived  in  that  way  more  than  once.  Gentlemen 
rise  and  (ell  us  that  (he  South  will  do  this,  and  the  North 
will  not  do  that,  in  a  tone  of  authafitT^iBHaflaa  young 
man,  inexperienced  iiPtJM^e^^WiUtt^i^uM,  to  be- 
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liere  ihey  ftre  tuihorized  to  apotk  for  the  wbule  Mope  of 
country  indicKted  in  their  rcmKrkt.  It  it  not  so.  1  am 
older  now,  and  underoiand  thcM  ttiinpi.  1  have  been 
behind  the  curtain  here,  which  excludes  our  duingt  from 
the  eyft  of  the  Anterican  proplc)  and  when  I  hear  and 
aee  theae  (liin^  I  attach  just  ao  much  wei^t  to  tUem 
as  they  deiervr.  Such  aiwTeratinns  are  oflen  made 
by  gentlemen  who,  no  doubt,  believe  them  to  be  true, 
but  who  know  no  more  about  it  than  1  do.  Rxperience 
has  thown  that,  in  more  than  one  inataoce,  they  were 
mlalftken. 

GentleiDen  aeem  to  forget  that,  besidea  these  offieea 
held  under  the  Federal  Government,  there  are  more  than 
a  hundred  thousand  l)eld  under  the  State  Governments. 
Indeed,  to  make  up  ttie  number  of  a  hundred  thousand 
under  (be  firmer,  I  be}!e%-e  Ihey  count  the  army  and 
navy  of  Ihe  United  Statcp,  and  all  the  pensioners!  Uy 
what  authoritv  are  they  aet  down  aa  friends  of  the 
adminiatratiun?  Who  asserts  that  these  men,  who  re- 
rVive  the  sums  patd  to  them  under  Ihe  law,  and  not  by 
the  favor  of  the  Executive,  are  less  free  than  their  M- 
1ow>citizena'  How  are  they  dependent  on  the  Presi- 
dent fur  support?  They  are  no  more  so  thsn  any  other 
citizen  of  (he  cuuntry.  Uut  suppose  what  li  said  of  tliem 
to  be  (rue,  we  all  know  lliat  the  State,  county,  city, 
town,  and  township  oHicera  exercise  much  more  influ- 
ence over  the  public  mind  than  they  do.  Who  haamost 
Influence  over  his  neighbors,  the  shcrifT  of  the  county, 
the-sB«)cIate  judj^ea,  where  (here  are  such  officers,  or  a 
postmaster  in  some  little  town?  The  former,  unques- 
tionably. And,  pray,  who  holds  these  offices  in  all  the 
States,  counties,  and  lownp,  in  which  the  opposition  have 
Ihe  political  power?  Their  friends,  in  alir.oU  every  in- 
stsnce.  In  what  places  do  ihey  vote  for  democrats,  in 
preference  to  men  of  their  own  ptrty?  In  nnne  that 
have  come  within  the  range  of  tny  observatiun.  Have 
they  any  pght  to  complain  (hat  we  prefer  our  frienda  lo 
our  enemitu,  (and  that  ts  the  proscription  of  which  Ihey 
complaint)  when  they  dolhevery  same  thing  themselves? 
They  vote  against  men,  and  thus  **  proscribe  them  for 
opinion'*  Bske."  They  will  not  allow  them  to  hold  of- 
ficet  and  the  only  reawn  assigned  is,  that  they  do  not 
tike  their  political  opinions.  All  psnie*  do  this.  It  is 
in  the  nature  of  man  to  suatain  hia  friends^  and  to  rally 
around  those  who  sgree  with  him  in  sentiment. 

We  are  charged  with  being  influenced  by  Ihe 
"  spoils,"  and  with  relying  upon  them  lo  insure  our  suc- 
cess. By  *' )>poil)"  they  mean  either  office  or  money. 
In  regard  to  the  iurmer,  the  opposition  elaim  a  remark- 
able share  of  disinterested  patriotism.  If  we  believe  their 
account  of  ir,  tliey  have  a  great  aversion  to  officii  and 
yet,  when  did  Ihey  ever  let  a  good  one  pass  by  without 
grasping  at  i(^  I  cau  imagine  1  almost  tee  Ihcir  **  months 
water"  sometimea  for  a  tasle  of  tlie  "  Treuury  pap!" 

If  it  had  so  happened  that  Mr.  Van  furen  had  not  re- 
ceived quite  votes  enough  to  elect  him,  and  the  three 
highest  candidates  had  come  before  the  House  for 
our  decision,  we  should  lisve  had  great  difficulty  in 
arriving  at  a  conclusion.  1'here  would  hive  been  no  in- 
trigue or  bargain,  of  course!  But  when  all  Ihe  didicul- 
iie4  liad  been  surmounted,  as  they  no  doubt  would  have 
been,  and  an  opposition  manelected,  then  we  should  have 
seen  the  bei;inning  of  troubles.  What  would  have  been 
the  pol<cy  of  his  ad minisi ration  no  man  living  can  tell. 
II  B  Mippurters  would  have  been  of  all  political  crrcds 
and  complexions  undtrr  heavent  as  opposite  to  each 
other  as  th^  polef,  and  wholly  irrt-concileable.  He  could 
nut  have  pleased  one  set  of  them  u  ilhout  displeasing  the 
olhersi  ind  if  he  had  compromised,  and  gone  stimctitnes 
a  little  with  one  side,  and  then  leaned  a  little  to  the 
other,  he  wmdd  have  been  doing  precisely  u  hat  Ihry 
oh^rgc  upon  General  Jackson,  and  would  Ihervfore  have 
displeased  them  all! 


But  this  is  not  the  grand  difficulty.  We  are  lold  Uktt 
professions  and  practice  ought  to  go  together.  Now, 
the  opposition  profess  to  believe  that  our  friend*  who 
are  in  cGBce  are  unworthy  lo  remain  there;  so  they 
should  he  turned  out  fuKhwith.  Again,  Uiey  profess  I* 
have  a  mortal  hatred  for  office-holders;  and,  of  course, 
none  of  them  would  be  willing  to  fill  the  vacancies! 
Here  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  calamities  that  ever 
befel  a  free  people — all  the  offices  of  the  couotry  vacant, 
and  no  one  to  fill  them!  One  portiui  of  the  couotry 
wouhl  be  too  bad,  and  the  other  too  good,  to  have  aay 
thing  to  do  with 'public  office,  honor,  or  cimdument! 

But  upon  the  subject  of  money,  of  mercenary  motives 
and  influences,  who  has  riiown  the  strongest  incJtnalioa 
to  resort  to  such  means  to  control  public  sentiment? 
Who  are  the  friends  of  banks,  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates?  Who  are  willing  lo  sell  extraordinary  privileges 
for  bonuses  payable  in  money  I  Who  are  the  aupportcrs 
of  land  bills  and  distribution  bills?  I  do  not  speak  of 
the  depoiite  bill  of  the  last  session.  That  wai  auataned 
by  a  majority  of  my  own  political  friends,  driven  to  il, 
in  some  measure,  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  which 
they  could  not  fully  control;  but  I  allude  to  a  permaoent 
system,  by  which  money  for  which  the  Government  has 
no  use  is  to  be  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  people; 
and,  after  paying  four  or  five  sets  of  public  men  for  Cf>t* 
leciing  it,  for  legislating  upon  the  subject,  and  for  dii* 
tribuling  it  again,  we  return  to  the  State  Govern  meats 
the  balance,  lo  be  expended  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
direct.  The  General  Government  has  no  right  to  do 
tliis:— it  is  a  fraud  upon  the  people.  The  re\enue  should 
be  cut  down  so  as  to  meet  tlie  wants  of  the  Government, 
and  nothing  more;  leaving  all  the  fruits  of  individual  in- 
dustry beyond  that  in  the  people's  pockels,  to  be  dis- 
posed of  as  each  msn  may  think  proper.  Such  is  the 
democratic  doctrine)  but  the  oppo^tion  will  not  go  for 
this. 

I'he  indications  have  been  already  given  to  the  coun* 
Iry.  There  is  to  be  a  coalition  between  a  portim  of  the 
South  and  the  manufacturing  iiileresta  of  Ihe  Nonb. 
The  preservation  of  the  "public  faith"  is  to  be  the  pre- 
text for  cullecling  a  aurplua.  The  "compromise  bilt" 
is  said  lo  have  pledged  the  public  faith!  Wlia!  an  ^ 
BuMity  is  this!  Sir,  1  would  regard  a  violation  c>f  the 
faith  of  the  nation  with  as  much  horror  as  any  gcntlemsu 
in  or  out  of  Ibis  .House.  A  nation  without  faith  is  like 
an  individual  whose  reputation  has  been  totally  de- 
stroyed) they  are  both  very  properly  excluded  from  aU 
honorable  associations.  But  how  has  public  faith  beet 
pledged  in  this  case?  Can  two  or  three  prominent 
members  of  Congress  make  an  arrangement,  and  obtain 
the  passage  of  a  law  which  is  to  bind  all  posterity  ?  Hare 
they  any  more  power  than  their  successors;  aud,  if  so, 
whence  did  Ibey  obtahi  it?  The  idea  ia  prepoaterooa. 
If  (hey  could  bind  us  for  ten  years,  ibey  can  doaofor 
fifiy  or  a  hundred;  and  what  becomesof  popular  liberty* 
The  "compromise  act"  u  of  no  more  authority  than 
any  other  law  uf  Congress,  and  can  be  repealed  i-r  mod- 
ified at  any  time  we  may  tb<nh  proper.  It  will  be  sus- 
tained, however,  I  have  no  doubt,  and  an  cnornuNN 
•mount  of  taxes  thus  levied  upon  ibe  people,  lo  be 
divided  out  againt  keeping  up  awarms  of  unnecessary 
officers,  and  enriching  one  portion  of  the  community  A 
Ihe  expense  of  another.  The  money  is  never  returned 
to  (he  men  who  earned  it. 

Again:  it  is  cha'ged  upon  this  sdmiiiis' ration  tlut  it 
has  increased  the  annual  expcndiiuics  lo  a  Urge  amount. 
Why  do  not  gentlemen  have  the  candor  to  tell  the  peo- 
ple- the  cause  of  this  increase?  It  is  to  be  found  in  tbe 
increased  population,  offices,  nnd  wants  of  the  Gorera* 
menti  in  the  upprupristions  for  various  natioiial  objrct% 
fortifications,  pavy,  &c.  The  ruooval  uf  ihe  ladiaB 
tribes  west  of  the  Ui9^|iy^t,^(s3i@i^^@r  lUir 
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hndit  and  the  wart  we  have  had  with  tbem.  tre  >o<ne  of 
the  princ'ipat  item*.  Hm  there  b«cn  injF  unneeemry 
expenditure'  If  to,  pmnt  it  oul.  Let  q«  knov  whtt  it 
'm\  knd  then  we  will  Hk  ourMlret  why  we  appropriated 
the  money. 

So  of  the  comiplion  of  which  we  hear  lo  moch.  in 
what  doe*  it  eontiit?  Who  Im^  been  Ruilty  of  it  i  In 
what  department  or  bureau  b  it  to  be  found?  What '» 
Hi  character?  General  charges  are  eaiily  madrt  but 
they  are  too  indeRnltr.  Let  gentlemen  anume  the  re- 
spoMibiltty  of  making  a  distinct  charge.  In  private 
rife,  if  one  man  instigates  a  prosecution  against  another 
for  an  offence,  and  it  turns  out,  upon  investigation,  that 
there  ia  no  foundation  for  it,  and  not  eren  a  probable 
csoae  fbr  its  commencement,  the  prosecutor  if  liable  to 
an  action  of  damages  for  (he  injury  done  to  individual 
reputation.  Are  the  characters  of  public  men  l^si  valu* 
able  to  them  than  those  of  private  citixens?  Are  ihey 
not  equally  under  the  protection  of  the  law?  True,  the 
prosecutor  here  might  not  be  liable  to  an  sctioni  but  if 
(here  should  turn  out  to  be  neither  ground  for  the 
charge,  nor  good  reason  fur  instlmting  the  inquiry,  pub- 
lie  sentiment  would  render  that  Justice  to  all  concerned 
that  is  administered  in  the  other  ease  by  the  Judiciary  of 
the  country. 

If  any  gentleman  will  rise  in  his  ptac<>,  and  state  that 
he  baa  good  reason  to  believe,  from  information  upon 
which  he  can  rely,  that  fraud  and  corruption  do  exist  in 
a  particubr  department,  either  naming  hit  informant  or 
statiiy  that  it  it  improper  to  name  him,  I,  for  one,  will 
vote  for  a  committee,  with  ample  powert  to  make  a 
thorough  invettigation.  Ifone  committee  it  not  enough^ 
I  will  vote  for  more — for  as  many  at  are  necessary  to 
develop  the  true  condition  of  the  publio  officeti  and  to 
expose  all  the  defaulters  who  may  be  found  in  them. 
Tbi^  1  think,  ought  to  iatitfy  the  mo^t  fastidious. 

This  House  has  been  asaailed.  It  has  been  denom- 
inated a  mere  "  bed  of  justice,  to  register  the  dr crees  of 
riTally!"  It  seems  that  we»t  here,  without  any  opinions 
of  our  own.  merely  to  regnter  the  edicts  of  the  Presideni ! 
What  it  the  pretext  for  this  chat^e?  Why,  forsoo'.h, 
we  agree  in  aentiment  with  the  President,  ami  there- 
fore sustain  his  measures!  Was  ever  argument  more 
futile?  Who  elected  the  President?  The  people.  Who 
elected  the  members  of  this  House?  The  same  people. 
Do  they  not  vote  for  both  because  they  approve  of  their 
pdhieal  opinions?  Undoubtedly.  Are  not  the  Presi- 
dent and  the  maj'>rity  of  the  members  of  this  House  of 
the  ume  poUtieal  party?  Is  it  strange  that  tbw  should 
^treeio  regard  to  great  leading  meaaurei  of  policy? 
Who  would  anticipate  any  thing  else  Ihsn  an  agreement? 
I  desire  to  speak  re*pectfully  of  arguments  advanced 
here,  and  will  therefore  not  say  that  tbis  is  childisth,  but 
really  it  it  one  of  the  strangest  spednem  of  parliament- 
ary kigie  that  I  have  ever  heard. 

Pray,  who  rules  the  opposition?  Whose  edicts  do 
they  register?  Do  they  Ht  here  to  register  the  edicts 
of  a  distinguished  gentleman  from  Kentucky^  of  another 
from  Massachusetts^  and  of  a  third  from  South  Carolina? 
If  not,  how  does  it  happen  that  they  agree  so  cordially 
and  entirely  with  the  three  great  leaders  in  all  their 
political  opinions?  The  fdct  cannot  be  denied  that 
thw  agreement  does  exialt  and  if  the  argument  is  good 
with  respect  to  us,  it  applies  equally  to  the  opposition, 
"we  are  the  President'a  **slaTes,"ibey  are  "staves" 
to  the  opposition  leaden. 

The  president,  it  it  said,  it  populart  that  be  rules 
the  country  and  guides  public  sentiment  by  the  aid  of 
this  personal  popularity.  What  a  lame  and  impo> 
tent  conclusion  1  True,  be  is  popular,  but  it  is  because 
oe  dctervet  to  be  to,  from  hit  eminent  talents,  his  dem- 
oeratic  principles,  and  hit  faithful  and  extraordinary 
public  terviect.  lif  other  genlleoKB  wish  to  be  popular, 
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let  them  pursue  his  foolslept.  adopt  hit  principles,  and 
render  such  services,  snd  then  they  will  attain  the  ob- 
ject of  their  wishes.  The  people  of  lh>s  country  have 
out  one  desire  in  regard  to  public  aff'airt — it  is  to  see 
their  Government  well  administered.  They  elected 
Andrew  Jackson  because  they  believed  he  would  thua 
administer  the  Gorernment,  and  they  have  not  been 
disappointed. 

Who  it  it  that  complaint  of  him?  They  are  the  men 
who  told  us,  in  1834  and  in  1B38,  that  if  Jackson  suc- 
ceeded the  country  would  be  ruined;  the  men  who 
told  uf  the  same  thing  in  1833}  men  who  invoke  war, 
pestilence,  and  famine,  rather  than  devotion  to  milita- 
ry  glory  (  but  who,  during  the  late  campaign,  huzzaed 
for  military  chleftaina  louder  than  ever  we  did  at  any 
period.  They  are  now  endeavoring  lo  convince  us  tluit 
they  were  righii  that  we  have  been  ruinclt  and  that 
all  their  predictions  have  been  verilied.  Do  they  think 
we  will  believe  their  declantation  in  opposition  to  the 
evidenee  of  our  own  senses?  When  was  this  country 
ever  more  happy  and  prosperous  than  at  this  moment? 
Never  since  the  Government  was  first  organized.  The 
laboring  classes  of  the  community — the  fsrmer,  the 
planter,  the  mecbanie,  the  manufaeturer— are  all  grow, 
ing  rich.  L'«nd,  and  all  its  products,  bear  a  higher 
price  than  they  have  for  many  yearsi  yet  gentlemen 
will  have  it  that  we  are  mined.  The  laws  protect  every 
man  In  the  enjoyment  of  all  his  rights — personal  liberty, 
personal  security,  and  private  property)  in  all  his  im> 
munities  snd  privileges — religious,  civil,  and  politieali 
still  gentlemen  insist  that  we  are  ruined.  Sir,  the  peo- 
ple will  not  believe  them.  When  thejr  feel  thetnnlvea 
happy  at  home,  and  learo  ftvm  every  mlelHgent  Amer- 
ican, of  every  party,  that  our  country  now  stands  high- 
er abmad,  on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  our  in- 
tercourse has  been  conducted  by  this  administration 
with  foreign  nations  (Prance  included)  than  it  ever  did 
in  any  former  period,  thry  will  not  believe  any  man 
who  asserts  that  they  have  been  injured  by  those  who 
have  held  the  reins  of  power  for  the  last  eight  yean. 

[Here  Mr.  H.  gave  way  to  Hr.  Akthokt,  on  wboaa 
motion  the  House  adjourned.  The  subject  did  not 
come  up  again  until  the  following  Tuesday,  when  Hr. 
H.  concluded  hts  remarks,  as  follows:] 

Before  I  resume  the  thread  of  my  discourse,  I  must 
submit  a  few  nbscrvations  with  regard  to  what  fell  from 
me  the  other  d^y,  when  1  addressed  the  House.  I  know 
liow  easy  it  is  for  what  Is  said  here  to  be  miaundentood 
and  misrepresented!  and  it  appears  that  my  potitions  have 
been  greatly  misunderstood  by  tome  who  heard  me. 

It  is  said  that  I  demanded  specific  charges  of  fraud  be- 
fore 1  would  vote  for  a  committee  of  inquiry.  Not  so, 
sir;  I  require  some  gentleman  to  asstime  the  responsibility 
of  pointing  to  the  department,  bureau,  or  of&ce,  where 
the  fraud  is  to  be  found,  and  of  asserting  in  his  plsee  that 
he  has  good  reasons  for  believing  it  exiats.  Then  I  will 
vote  promptly  for  an  investigation. 

Sir,  1  have  been  underatood  to  sty  that  those  now  in 
power  are  not  a  party.  1  said  no  such  thing.  Tbe 
country  Is  divided  into  parties,  and  perhaps  always  will 
bet  and  one  of  those  parties  is  now  in  power.  What  I 
complain  of  is,  that  the  opposition,  who  are  in  a  minority^ 
and  have  been  for  yesrs,  should  arrogantly  claim  that 
they  are  the  country,  and  we  but  a  party.  I  iotitt  that, 
if  any  party  can  he  ttlled  **  the  country,"  it  it  ours)  for 
in  a  free  country  the  voice  of  the  majnnty  it  virtually  the 
voice  of  the  country. 

Again,  sir,  1  staled  that  t  had  been  behind  the  curtain 
since  I  came  here,  and  had  been  undeceived  with  regard 
to  many  operations  of  public  men.  1  directly  referred 
to  this  House,  and  to  the  achemes  and  plant  concocted 
and  carried  into  execution  by  thoac^lM  m}DMfe4he  ad> 
miuittralion.   I  tpoke  of)Qilt£«AiitiAi^WilW^^il^^  u 
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from  the  scruUny  of  the  people  who  ire  at  borne,  and 
who  are  often  impoied  upon  mott  ahainefully  by  what  U 

Eut  forth  from  thii  "  ten  miles  square."  For  example, 
ow  onen  do  wc  see  kn  account  given  by  a  letter-wri- 
ter of  the  speeches  made  here,  which  is  a  tissue  of  mis- 
representation  from  beginning  to  end?  A  friend  of  the 
adninistralion  rises,  perhaps,  ind  makes  a  speech.  Hiat 
is  put  down  R9  a  feeble  effort]  contradictory,  illogiot, 
and  all  that.  Then  an  opposition  penllemiin  arose,  and 
be  literally  flayed  the  other  alive.  Poor  fellow,  he  look- 
ed as  if  he  would  sink  through  the  fluor.  The  writer 
almost  fancied  he  could  hear  him  groan  audibly,  such 
was  the  agony  he  felt  and  manifested.  Now,  those  of  us 
who  are  here  "  behind  the  curtain"  underBland  all  this; 
and  the  people  at  home  are  beginning  lo  understand  it 
too,  though  for  a  long  time  they  did  not.  We  know 
that  these  men  are  paid  lo  abuse  one  side  and  praise  the 
other,  and  that  Ihey  are  merely  laboring  in  their  vocation. 

It  has  been  alleged  (hat  I  justified  the  Frcsidenv's  in- 
coniistency  by  charging  like  conduct  upon  his  oppo. 
nents.  1  did  not  undertake  to  argue  that  point  at  all; 
but  1  take  occasion  now  to  deny  that  the  iiiconaittenciea 
charged  upon  liim  do  exiat  in  point  of  fact. 

So  of  the  proscription  and  patronage,  which  furnish 
Ihemet  of  endless  declamaiion:  1  am  understood  to  justify 
the  one  and  to  disregard  the  olheri  because  of  the  ex- 
istence of  the  same  things  in  the  States  where  the  oppo- 
sition have  the  power. 

[Here  Hr.  Pickers  rose  and  inquired  if  Mr.  II.  meant 
to  include  South  Carolina.  To  which  Mr.  H.  replied  in 
the  affirmmive.  Mr.  P.  stated  that  the  gentleman's  in- 
formation was  ineorrecti  for  the  dominant  party  there 
had  not  prowrtbed  and  removed  their  political  oppo> 
nents.  Mr.  P.  nude  a  sinular  statement  in  regard  to 
MassachuseKs.] 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded.  1  am  gtad  to  hear  that  our 
opponents  are  so  liberal  in  South  Carolina  and  Massa. 
chuieits.  But  the  gentlemen  have  not  given  to  the 
term  proteription  the  same  meaning  that  1  do.  U  means, 
in  plain  English,  as  I  understand  it,  a  preference  of  our 
friends  to  our  enemies.  I'his  preference  exists  in  all 
parties,  and  is  right  in  itself.  Qualifintions  being  equal, 
or  nearly  so,  1  would  always  prefer  my  friend  to  my  po- 
litical antagonist.  No  parly  has  ever  shown  a  more  rigid 
adlierence  lo  this  principle  than  the  various  parties  op- 
posed to  the  adminiatratifin;  and  [  believe  it  is  su  in  both 
South  Carolina  and  Maasacliuselli.  We  see  very  few 
Jackson  men  in  Congress  from  either  of  those  States, 
■nd  that  alone  proves  what  I  ssy.    Removals  cannot  take 

ftlaee  where  there  is  nobody  to  rcmovet  and  I  presume 
here  were  but  few  of  them  in  office  in  either  Slate. 

As  to  removals  from  office,  it  is  enough  for  me  to  re. 
peat  that  the  charges  against  the  Executive  are  not 
Kuilained  by  the  facitj  and  I  appeal  (o  the  departments 
in  this  city,  and  to  the  post  offices  througliout  the  Union, 
to  prove  the  unjustneai  of  the  imputation  that  men  are 
removed  merely  on  account  of  their  political  sentiments. 

When  we  show  that  the  opposition  prefer  men  of 
their  own  pany  to  others,  we  may  then  fairly  and  prop- 
erly ask,  what  would  the  people  gain  upon  this  point 
by  turning  out  the  dominant  parly  and  pulling  in  their 
opponents*  When  the  raven  chides  blackness,  ia  it 
not  fair  lo  point  to  the  color  of  bis  own  plumage?  If 
"  Satan  undertakes  lo  reprove  sin,"  is  it  not  well  to  re- 
mind him  that  his  own  moral  character  does  not  sUnd 
very  fair  in  the  community?  And  if  politicians  make 
furious  charges  against  their  opponents,  may  wc  not 
remind  them  thai  they  are  guilty  of  the  veiy  same  thing 
themselves  which  they  charge  upon  others? 

Having  said  thus  much  in  expUnaiion,  1  will  now 
proceed  with  my  discourse.  When  we  adjourned  the 
other  day,  I  was  remarking  that  the  nation  had  approved 
of  the  conduct  uf  the  present  Kxecutivc.    The  Ute 


elections  prove  that  beyond  all  dispute.  A  nieeeswr 
has  been  elected  by  a  large  majority,  wito  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  Executive  for  many  years;  who  ap- 
proves of  his  leading  measures,  and  is  pledged  to  carry 
out  his  policy.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Hr. 
WiBK,]  who  1  regret  lo  see  is  not  in  his  seat,  partiea- 
larly  as  I  understand  he  is  detained  from  it  by  the  illness 
of  his  bmlly,  told  us  the  other  day  that  he  was  advocs- 
ling  the  cauae  of  the  people,  and  did  not  wish  to  be 
understood  as  assailing  the  President.  That  gentle- 
man and  several  others  have  been  advocating  the  cause 
of  the  people  in  the  same  way  for  years;  yet,  whenever 
the  people  come  to  the  polia,  ihey  uniformly  decide 
againat  tlieir  own  advocates^  and  in  favor  of  Andrew 
Jackson!  This  proves  their  approbation  of  Inspraici- 
ples  and  policy. 

I  do  not  stand  here  to  eulogize  the  President,  but 
this  much  1  will  ssy:  when  the  passions  which  enter 
into  party  conflicts  in  this  country  shall  have  subsided, 
when  the  prejudices  created  by  such  controvrrues 
shall  hsve  passed  away,  Iben,  and  not  till  then,  will  jus- 
tice be  done  to  the  fame  and  character  of  Andrew  Jack, 
son.  And  when  his  enemies  shall  have  floated  down 
the  stream  of  time  into  that  oblivion  which  is  the 
inevitable  destiny  of  almoM  their  whole  number,  his 
memory  will  survive  and  flourish  in  the  hearts  of  a  jusl, 
X  grateful,  and  an  intelligent  people. 

The  history  of  America  up  to  this  period  will  present 
three  Presidents  standing  out  boldly  upnn  her  pages  as 
great  public  benefactors.  They  are — George  Waahii^- 
ton,  who  harmonized  the  conflicting  elemenfr,  and  pot 
our  Government  in  motion;  Thomas  Jeffierson,  who  ar- 
rested It  in  its  downhill  career  towards  monarchy,  and 
restored  it  to  its  pristine  parity;  and  Andrew  Jackaon, 
who  gave  it  the  <*  repi.bliesn  tack,"  brought  it  back  to 
(he  point  where  Jtffirrson  left  it.  and  where  it  ooght  al- 
waya  to  remain. 

1  come  now  lo  speak  of  the  future.  !t  has  been 
boldly  proclaimed  here  by  several  gentlemen,  that,  in 
regard  to  the  administration  of  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  we  m 
to  have  "rfarin  advance,'*  and  "  war  lo  the  kidfcf" 
This  is  a  roost  extraordinary  position  for  gentlemen  ta 
assume,  before  the  principles  or  policy  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  are  nuule  kniwn,  nay,  before  he  has  t*ken 
the  oath  of  office;  to  declare  war,  and  thai,  too,  a  war 
of  extermination!  They  inform  us  that  he  is  not  to  be 
judged  by  his  acts;  that  they  may  possibly  support  his 
measures,  but  they  will  wage  an  interminable  warAre 
agsinal  the  msn!  Why,  sir,  we  go  for  metaare^  and 
men  lo  carry  them  out;  we  support  men,  beeeuae  they 
are  in  favor  of  certain  doclriiws  and  measures,  not  be- 
cause we  like  the  man.  Any  other  system  than  Ais 
must  degenerate  into  mere    man  worship.** 

Tills  may  be  a  very  patriotic  opposition ;  but  it  appears 
lo  me  to  be  an  impolitic  one  for  the  gentlemen  theas- 
selves.  When  one  man  is  determined  beforehand  to  be 
displeased,  or  lo  quarrel  with  another,  we  know  bow 
eaxy  it  is  to  find  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  Now,  if 
it  should  so  happen,  in  the  progress  of  events,  that  lhc«e 
gentlemen  And  it  necessary  at  some  future  time  to  make 
an  assault  upon  the  administration,  will  nnt  the  people 
be  inclined  to  reply.  "Ah!  we  did  not  expect  y^u  to 
be  satisfied,  for  you  were  determined  to  be  displeased, 
let  the  President  do  as  he  might."  But  the  course 
which  grnllemen  choose  to  puriiue  is  •omewbat  a  mat. 
ter  of  taste;  and  1  have  not  the  least  desire  to  didaie  to 
sny  one  upon  this  subject. 

If  the  opposition  have  solemnly  resolved  that  we  shall 
have  snolher  four  years'  m  ar;  if  they  will  agree  to  no 
ceasalion  of  hobtilitiest  if  we  cannot  be  permitted  evea 
to  go  into  winter  quarters  for  three  months;  if  war, 
and  war  lo  the  knife,  is  to  be  their  motto,  for  one,  I  say, 
"come  on,  MicJufll"  Let  us  hear  the  ^r- of  your 
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oannon,  gentlemen.  Show  us  the  of  your  bMst 
tbe  length  and  ditmeter  of  your  ealibcra.  Let  ui  hetr 
ibe  tramplinfT  of  the  horwa*  hooft*  tbe  neighing  of  the 
steeds,  ind  the  clangor  of  your  trumpets.  ])u  not  an- 
noy UI  by  the  random  shots  of  single  riflemen  from  be- 
hind Ibe  scattering  trees,  nor  by  the  Banking  and 
•eouting  parties  that  belong  to  your  army,  but  charge 
with  all  your  forces.  Danger  is  always  increased,  in 
appearance,  by  the  diatanee.  Tbe  enemy  presents  a 
BHieh  more  terrifying  aspect  when  be  firat  bursts  upon 
tbe  Tiew  than  when  you  grapple  with  bim,  man  to  man, 
ftnd  test  tbe  power  of  his  muscle  and  the  fierceness  of 
his  spirit.  Give  us  a  general  fire,  along  your  whole 
line.  The  suspense  which  precedes  a  great  battle  is 
the  most  dreadful  period  of  the  whole  sfTair.  I  am  told 
that  even  cowards  will  fight  after  the  first  discbarge; 
and  I  promise  you  that  all  of  us  wbo  survive  the  first 
shock  will  stand  up  and  give  jou  a  fiiir  figlit  in  the  open 
plain. 

The  reason  assigned  for  making  war  upon  Mr.  Van 
Buren  i^  that  he  is  s  usurper!  Ye«,  sir,  although 
elected  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  be  is  a  usur- 
per. Language  is  changing  its  meaning  now-a-dayti, 
snd  we  shall  soon  be  unable  to  understand  each  other. 
Let  us  look  into  this  charge. 

We  all  know  there  were  many  persons  in  the  demo- 
cratic party  who  did  not  prefer  Hr.  Van  Buren  to  all 
others  as  the  successor  ofGeneral  JuckstHi.    Some  of  ua 
preferred  Judge  UcLeani  some  were  for  Colonel  Bentonj 
others  were  for  Judge  White;  and  many  were  in  fivor  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Colonel  John- 
son.)   He  was  not  my  first  choice.    Thousands  of  us 
in  Ohio  preferred  a  distinguished  citiien  of  our  own 
State.    Wc  knew  him  personally;  we  had  seen  the  zeal, 
indiis<m'  and  ability,  displayed  by  him  in  the  manage- 
Ment  of  an  important  Department  of  the  Govemment, 
and  in  the  discharge  ufevery  duty  devolving  upon  bim  in  i 
the  various  stations  be  had  held,  both  under  the  Slate  j 
and  Federal  authorities.    We  believed  he  would  make  j 
an  excellent  Chief  Uagtatrutr;  whils',  on  the  other 
lund,  some  of  ui  had  been  induced  to  believe  that,  at-  : 
though  Hr.  Van  Buren  possessed  great  abilities  snd  ex-  ' 
perience,  still  he  was  an  intriguing  politician.    We  be*  ' 
lieved  so  because  we  heard  these  things  said,  day  aAer  ' 
da^,  for  years,  and  scarcely  ever  heard  a  word  said  in  ' 
bis  defence.    Huw  could  any  one  expect  us,  under  ' 
such  circumstances,  to  come  to  a  favorable  conclusion  i 
in  regard  to  him'    I  must  here  beg  pardon  of  the  : 
House  for  speaking  particularly  of  myself.    When  I  ! 
was  first  elected  to  Congress,  1  was  elected  as  a  McLean 
man.    Myself  and  one  of  my  colleaguea  were  well 
known,  both  at  borne  and  at  this  place,  to  be  favorable 
to  the  Judge,  whilst  the  other  friends  of  tbe  adminis- 
tration from  Ohio  were  either  for  Mr.  Van  Buren  or 
uncommitted. 

During  the  first  session  we  were  here,  a  convention 
of  the  Jackson  party  was  held,  at  which  they  nominated 
Mr.  Van  Buren  fur  Preaident,  thus  crowding  Judge 
McLean  off  ihe  track  in  Ohio.  It  was  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety  among  those  who  look  any  interest  in  my 
opinions,  that,  judging  from  the  information  I  re- 
ceived with  regard  to  this  proceeding,  the  manner 
of  getting  up  and  conducting  tbe  convention,  1  at  that 
time  disapproved  it,  though  bubsrquenl  information 
changed  my  opinions.  I  wrote  three  letters,  expres- 
sive of  my  disapprobation — private,  confidential  let- 
ten,  so  marked  upon  their  nee.  Two  wete  written 
lo  a  gentleman  long  since  deceased,  snd  the  other  to  sn 
Individual  still  living.  Both  these  persons  were  Jack* 
son  McLean  men,  and  my  personal  frienda.  During  the 
lumpaign  last  fall,  these  letters,  with  the  word  '*  pri- 
vate" and  the  names  of  the  correspondents  erased ,  aiKl 
with  what  oiber  alterations,  if  any,  1  fcaoir  not,  appear' 


ed  in  the  public  newspapers.    The  living  correspond- 
ent  denied  having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  pubticatUm, 
and  the  family  of  the  deceased  had  no  participation  in 
it.    A  few  "whigs,"  with  two  or  three  professed  Van 
Buren  men,  I  am  told,  seperintended  the  publication. 
I  do  not  charge  it  upon  the  opposition  as  a  party,  for  I 
take  pleasure  in  saying,  tliat  however  wrong  1  may  think 
them  in  their  politics,  there  ate  thousands  of  ibeni  who 
are  high-minaed»  honorable  men,  nbo  would  snfTer 
their  right  arms  to  be  severed  from  their  shoulders  rather 
than  descend  to  a  mean  or  dishonorable  action.  But 
the  men  uf  any  party,  who  would  violate  the  secrecy  of 
I  a  confidential  correspondence,  who  would  procure  tbe 
;  private  communications  passing  between  personal  and 
J  political  friends,  and  expose  their  contents  to  the  world 
]  without  the  consent  of  tbe  parties,  sre  unworthy  of  the 
I  society  of  gentlemen  any  where,  and  deserve  the  scorn 
I  and  indignation  of  every  honest  man  in  the  community. 
I     These  letters  were  published  to  prove  my  tnconsisten- 
'  cy,  in  having  once  been  favorable  to  Judge  McLean, 
:  and  being  now  for  Mr.  Van  Buren;  and  the  charge  was 
made  by  individuals  of  the  Harrison  pariy,  wlio  acknowl- 
edged that  General  Harrison  was  not  their  first  choice, 
but  they  supported  him  because  be  was  taken  up  by 
their  party!   They  preferred  Mr.  Cby  or  Mr.  Webateri 
but  when  their  friends  settled  down  upon  tbe  hero  of 
Tippecanoe,  they  went  for  him. 

Tbe  friends  of  Judge  McLean,  who  belunged  to  tbe 
democratic  parly,  adhered  to  him  as  long  as  there  was 
any  prospect  of  his  being  run  by  that  parly.  When  that 
failed,  and  he  withdrew  from  the  canvass,  to  prevent  tbe 
possibility  of  bringing  the  election  of  President  into  this 
House,  then  they,  generally,  went  over  to  Mr.  Van  Btf 
ren. 

[Here  Hr.  Viaron  rose  and  requested  leave  to  ask 

Mr.  H.  a  question.  Mr.  H.  "Certainly."  Mr.  V. 
"  Will  my  colleague  say  whether  he  did  not  go  over  to 
Hr.  Van  Buren  before  Judge  McLean  declined/"  Mr. 
H.  '<*  I  will  anawer  my  colleague  with  pleasure.  When 
first  elected,  my  constituents  knew  I  was  a  McLean  man. 
Previous  to  my  second  election  I  published  a  card,  sts* 
ting  that,  whatever  might  be  my  individual  preference, 
whenever  my  party  united  generally  ujpon  a  candidate, 
I  should  go  with  there.  With  this  iniurmation  before 
them  the  people  elected  me,  and  1  have  faithfully  kept 
my  promiM  to  the  letter.  That  election  was,  i  believe, 
before  the  Judge  formally  declined  being  a  candidate. 
3o  much  for  my  own  individual  aifiirs."] 

Sir,  the  opposition  may  thsnk  themselves  in  some  de- 
gree, for  tbe  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Thn  eontrib* 
uted  very  much  to  make  him  tbe  candidate  of  the  dem- 
ocratic party.  Notwithstanding  his  eminent  qualiflea- 
tlons  for  the  ofilce,  his  claims  might  possibly  have  been 
postponed  to  a  future  election,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
rancorous  persecution  of  his  political  enemies.  The  firat 
step  taken  by  them,  to  render  bim  a  fiivorite  with  tbe 
people,  was  the  wanton  rejection  of  hia  Domination  as 
minister  to  England.  This  exhibited  so  much  ill  nature, 
so  strong  a  desire  to  crush  a  supposed  rival,  and  to 
gratify  individual  and  partisan  hatred  at  the  hsaard  of 
sacrificing  the  public  interest,  that  the  friends  of  the 
a<l  minis' ration  rose  up  as  one  man.  and,  as  an  act  of  re- 
tributive justice,  elevated  the  rejected  minuter  to  tbe 
presiding  chair  of  that  very  Senate  wbo  had  attempted 
to  destroy  him. 

The  next  step  taken  by  tbe  opposition  to  make  the 
Vice  President  popular  with  hia  own  party  waa  the  dai- 
ly abuse  they  bestowed  upon  him  during  the  *'  panic 
session."  They  constantly  connected  "  Jackson,  Van 
Buren,  and  the  party"  together,  to  make  up  a  trium- 
virate. This  very  naturally  excited  kind  feclmgs  towards 
him  among  those  who  were  abuaed  in  common  with  the 
President  and  bimself^in  th^  nttmnitWnhuMlQ  bim 
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tbouMiidB  of  rriendt,  and  he  wm  finally  adopted  aa  the 
candidate  of  tha  demoeratie  party. 

The  gentleman  telk  ub  that  the  President  nominated 
Mm  aa  hia  Hieeettor,  ami  thai  to  th'u  oomiMation  he  owes 
bit  election.  I  ahouM  be  glad  to  know  when,  where, 
and  onder  what  circunutaneev,  ihii  nomination  waa  made. 

[Mr.  PiTToa  aroae,  and  Mtd  he  could  tell  the  irenlle- 
■tan  from  Ohio,  and  would  do  ao  then,  if  he  de^red  ili 
or  vould  do  it  after  be  got  throofib,  wh-cherer  he 
pleased.  Mr.  Havra  remHrked  that  it  would  be  bet- 
tcr*  perhaps,  for  Mr.  P.  to  eire  hit  sentimenta  after  he 
had  dosed.] 

I  presume,  air,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  the  gentleman  from 
TcmtrsKe  rcfera  to  the  Gwinn  letter,  written  by  the 
President  in  defence  of  some  eharffe  made  s|ra>n*t  him 
tn  a  NadiTille  paper.  It  is  some  lime  since  I  saw  that 
ktter,  but  Bucb  is  the  tenor  of  it,  according  to  my  rec- 
•nection. 

[Mr.  PxTTw  again  aroae,  and  made  some  remarks  re* 
■peeting  thu  letter,  contending  that  the  article  in  the 
NashTille  paper  waa  not  an  attack  upnn  General  Jack* 
son,  but  that  it  had  been  made  a  pretext  for  writing  the 
letter,  which  denounced  every  body  in  adTtnee  who 
would  not  aiipport  Mr.  Van  Biiren.] 

Mr.  B.  proceeded.  Let  the  nature  of  ihe  article  be 
what  it  might,  one  thing  ia  certain— the  letter  was  nei- 
ther in  form  nor  in  lubstanec  a  *'  nomination"  of  Mr.  Van 
Bnren.  It  adflsed  union  and  harmony  in  the  party,  and 
spoke  fiTorably  of  (be  proposed  convention  at  Baltimore. 

Suppoaa  the  President  was  fsmrsble  to  him,  was 
tbere  any  thing  wrong  in  this*  Does  a  Chief  Marit- 
trate  loae  the  freedom  of  thought  by  his  election  to  that 
•Beef   Thta  would  be  a  new  dnclrine  in  our  counlr}*. 

It  ia  not  nnnstural  that  he  should  be  ftvorable  to  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  He  knew  him  well.  The  latter  bad  been 
aasoeiated  with  him  for  yean  in  the  administration  of  the 
Oovemment.  They  agreed  in  npinion  with  respect  to 
all  the  leading  meaiures  of  ihe  adminittrallon,  snd  Mr. 
Van  Buren  wta  pledged,  if  elected,  tn  carry  them  out, 
and  pursue  the  pnlicy  of  General  Jackson.  To  such  a 
candidate  he  could  not  well  be  oppoiedt  but  how  did 
thia  influence  the  election?  Where  was  the  President's 
Influence  eff'celualhr  cierted  In  favor  of  hto  successor? 
Kot  !n  Tennessee,  for  that  State  went  against  him.  If 
there  was  any  one  State  in  the  Union  which  cotild  be  in- 
fluenced by  him,  it  must  be  Tennessee)  and  yet  that 
vent  for  Judfte  Whitel  Where,  then,  is  the  evidence  of 
this  *<appoinlment  of  his  successor,"  so  confitlenily 
charged  upon  all  concerned^  Nowhere  but  in  the  ima- 
gination of  thoae  who  have  asaerted  it  so  often  that  1 
dare  say  they  begin  lo  belieTe  it  themselves.  Suppose 
the  President  had  been  for  Judge  White  or  for  General 
Harrison,  wouU  there  have  been  any  complaints  then.' 
Not  a  word.  They  would  have  said:  Well,  the  Pres- 
ident has  got  his  eyes  open  st  last  to  the  true  eharacier 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren  t  he  can  be  deceived  no  longeri  he 
has  detected  the  imposition,  and,  with  his  characteristic 
independence,  tlie  noble  old  General  has  come  out 
openly  against  htm."  He  would  have  been  "irluriBed," 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  by  thoae  who 
now  abuse  him. 

The  Baltimore  convention  nominated  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  made  him  the  candidate  of  our  party.  This, 
too,  is  a  grievous  offence,  and  smacks  of  tlictsiion  too 
strongly  to  please  Ihe  opposition.  Pray,  who  first  re- 
sorted to  national  conventions  for  such  purposes^  Who 
held  the  conventions  at  Baltimore  that  nominated  Mr. 
Clay  and  Mr.  Wirt,  tn  the  campaign  of  1833?  Who 
held  the  young  men's  nalianal  convention  in  this  Di»> 
tricl,  in  the  tame  year>  We  all  know  it  was  the  whigs 
and  tha  anti-masons.  Yet  these  are  the  men  who  now 
abuse  us  in  unmeaturcd  terms  for  merely  followinir  their 
example.  ^ 


But  his  locality  greatly  displease*  anme  gentle ww, 
and  they  ha*e  abused  New  Tork  in  ahnont  every  dehnli 
that  hia  occurred  here  for  the  last  three  yearsi  and 
ia  treated  in  the  same  manner  in  all  their  newapapciSk 
And  why  may  not  New  York  have  the  honor  nf  givnif 
us  a  President?  The  South  has  given  as  Ibor,  New  Bag- 
land  has  furniahed  two,  and  the  West  onei  whilst  Ncv 
Tork  and  Penn^lvania,  two  great  Stales,  occupyiiig  • 
central  posiUon  in  the  confedenwy,  each  of  Aeai  ■  na- 
tion whhin  itself,  have  never  fumiibed  one.  Whaft 
has  New  Tork  done,  that  she  is  to  be  proeeribed?  Hat 
she  not  signalised  heraelf  by  a  devotion  to  hberlj,  end 
an  attachment  to  democratic  principles,  in  all  Ibe  great 
emergcnciea  which  the  country  has  seen?  Where  wtm 
she  in  ihe  revolutionary  war?  BAltling  among  tike  fore- 
most for  independence.  What  waa  her  ponttoo  m  the 
great  poHtieal  revolution  that  brmq^ht  Mr.  Jeffenon  inta 
power?  She  stood  nde  by  side  with  Iter  democratic  sii> 
ters,  struggling  for  the  ri^ls  of  the  Slatca  against  fed- 
eral usurpation  and  monarchical  prindplea.  And  in  the 
war  of  1812,  where  was  she  -found?  Buataining  the 
cause  of  the  country  as  rfBeiently  as  any  State  in  tbc 
Union,  and  holding  st  bay  the  Hartford  convention  par- 
ly, wlio  were  not  permilteil  to  crou  ber  territoty  into 
the  Mid'lle  and  Southern  Sutes.  If  thia  SUU  has  a 
distinguished  sen,  worthy  of  the  chief  magwtra^,  why 
may  he  itot  be  presented  as  a  candidate  for  the  aufliages 
of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates?  So  Ur  from  then 
being  %ny  thing  wrong  in  it,  there  was  a  peouGar  pra- 
priely,  under  all  Ihe  circumsisncea,  in  taking  the  caafi* 
dale  from  New  York  st  the  recent  election. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  wu  thus  made  a  candidate  for  the 
preaiilency  of  the  United  Stalea.  He  encountered  ss 
opposition  combining  more  talent  with  leaa  acnipahN^ 
nesa  in  regard  to  the  means  employed  lo  defeat  bis 
than  was  ever  met  before  by  any  succeaafol  eandMaW 
for  the  sime  office.  Their  untiring  exertiaiin  indoecd 
thousands  of  good  men  and  sound  patriots  to  vole  agiuast 
him,  who  were  ntteriy  misled  with  re«peet  to  bis  tme 
cbarscter. 

In  some  places  he  waa  denounced  aa  a  Cath<dir,  for 
the  purpose  of  inducing  Protestants  to  vote  against  him. 
Many  did  so,  in  every  Stale  in  the  Union,  bclieTinglhaf, 
if  he  succeeded,  there  would  be  a  le^ue  formed  be- 
tween him  and  the  Pope,  and  our  religious  liberties 
would  be  prostrated  forever.  Yet  every  intell^nt  nan, 
of  every  party,  knew  this  charge  to  be  utterly  hlae. 

To  the  open,  honest,  siraighiforwsrd  voter  he  was 
denounced  as  a  political  intr'-guer.  We  all  know  how 
easily  this  charffe  ia  made,  how  strongly  inclined  tlm 
people  are  in  believe  it  when  made  againat  public  mes, 
and  how  difficult  it  is  lo  disprove  it  in  any  case.  Duriag 
the  late  campaign,  hia  friends  have  roundly  denied  the 
chaise,  and  demanded  the  prot^.  What  answer  bn 
been  given?  Why,  that  *<  he  ia  so  smooth  and  so  sly  ia 
hia  operations  that  you  cannot  catch  him  at  it!**  ^! 
and  pray  how  wab  it  ever  discovered  ia  thefiiwt  iutanee, 
if  he  leaves  no  traces  behind  him? 

At  the  South  he  wss  declared  to  be  aa  aboliiioiditi 
and  the  people  were  persuaded  that,  if  he  sucoecdcd. 
the  constitutional  Ruarsnlees  for  their  dowiestic  institu* 
tions,  peculiar  to  that  region,  would  be  all  broken  dowa. 
In  the  Norlh  he  was  abused  fur  being  opposed  lothe 
abolitionists,  an  enemy  to  the  freedom  of  tpeech  kdJ  of 
Ihe  press,  and  in  favor  of  slavery.  Such  was  the  bos- 
tilily  to  him  in  that  quarter,  that  nineteen  out  uf  every 
twenty,  and  perhaps  ninety-nine  out  of  every  buadrctl, 
abu):iianists  in  the  United  States  voted  agaiast  Um.  Ttus 
was  to  be  expected)  for  all  who  have  taken  the  paka  it 
aacerlain  his  aentimenls  know  that  he  is  umiussil  to  the 
doctrines  and  practices  of  the  modem  alMlition  party,  m 
every  shape  aiid  form. 

In  one  pbce  he  mt^^  $n@^^^^ia 
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nfgroe*  the  ri|(ht  of  Mfrrtfei  tnd*  in  another  region, 
be  wM  ecnsured  for  being  an  enemy  to  the  poor,  and 
•{fainst  tllowlnff  them  the  privileee  of  voting  for  public 
ofRcer«>  Both  chargps  were  without  foundation  in  fact. 
By  the  tame  in«n  he  was  declared  to  be  a  federaliat,  and 
•n  opposer  of  the  war  of  1813,  when  the  history  of  that 

Keriod  pmrea  him  to  hare  been  a  member  of  the  Legia- 
iture  of  New  York,  and  one  of  the  moat  eificient  friends 
of  the  war  that  then  figured  in  public  life. 

In  some  places  his  ulents  were  denied,  atihough,  but 
«  few  years  back,  the  same  men  charged  him  with  wri- 
ting all  General  JaekBon*8  messages,  and  frankly  admit- 
ted that  they  were  drawn  up  with  great  ability. 

ft  would  be  a  Herculean  task  lo  enumerate  all  the 
falsehoodi  propagated,  and  impositions  practised,  to  ac- 
complish hit  defeat.  They  all  failed.  Notwithstanding 
the  people  were  appealed  to  in  pathetic  termi  to  come 
to  the  rescue,  were  assured  (hat  they  would  be  ruined  if 
they  elected  him,  stitl  they  marched  to  the  polls  and 
gave  him  their  Toles.  The  people  had  been  twice  ni- 
ined  by  electing  General  Jackson;  and,  as  they  found  it 
rather  an  agreeable  operation,  they  concluded  to  try  it  a 
third  time,  and  let  Mr.  Van  Buren  ruin  them  again. 

He  has  been  elected  by  the  unbought  suffrages  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  and  in  a  most  remarkable  manner.  The 
vote  received  by  him  is  diffused  throaghout  the  Union, 
•o  as  to  prore  moat  clearly  thafnuthing  like  a  gei^aph* 
leal  divnion  of  parties  exists  in  the  country.  All  the 
efforts  made  towards  that  point  have  been  unsuccessful. 
Including  Michigan,  he  has  received  the  votes  of  fifteen 
States  out  of  twenty-six.  He  obtained  the  votes  of  a 
majority  of  the  old  thirteen  States,  and  a  majority  of 
thoae  of  the  new  States.  He  has  a  majority  of  the  elec- 
toral votes  of  the  sbiTeholdinr  and  a  ntajority  of  those  of 
the  non-slaveholding  Slates  or  the  Union.  He  has  one 
hundred  and  seventy  electoral  rotes,  being  a  majority  of 
Ibrty^ix  over  all  his  competitors  put  togethert  and  he 
baa  a  majority  of  all  the  individual  votes  of  the  people  of 
the  United  Stales  of  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand.  The 
exact  number  cannot  be  ascertained,  because  in  South 
Carolina  the  people  do  not  votet  (he  Legislature  appoints 
the  ^leetora  of  President.  Without  this  Siste,  Mr.  Van 
Daren  has  a  majority  of  abmil  twenty  two  thousand,  ac- 
cording to  the  calculation  of  the  opposition  newspapers 
themselves.  But  lo  make  him  out  a  **  usurper,"  a 
■*  minority  President,"  they  count  South  Carolina  as 
forty  thousand — the  whole  number  being  set  down 
•ga'inat  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  none  for  him.  Now,  the 
Union  party  of  that  State  compose  from  a  third  to  one 
balf  of  its  population,  and  they  are  openly  for  him,  and 
would  have  so  given  their  votes,  if  permitted  by  the 
State  Government  to  go  to  the  polls,  and  vote  directly 
for  the  Prewdent.  1^  then,  the  State  can  give  forty 
thousand  votes,  fifteen  thousand  at  least,  and  perhaps 
twenty  thousand,  would  have  been  for  Mr.  Van  Bureni 
for  many  nulliflera  would  have  voted  for  him,  I  have  no 
doubt,  in  preference  to  any  other  candidate  before  them. 
Allowii^  bim  but  fifteen  thousand,  there  vouM  be  % 
majority  of  ten  thousand  against  him  in  the  State.  De- 
duct this  from  the  twenty-two  thousand  majority  be  has 
in  the  other  Slates,  and  he  has  still  a  clear  majority  of 
the  individual  votes  of  the  Union  of  at  least  twelve  thou, 
•and. 

He  is  elected  according  to  all  the  forms  of  the  cnnsti- 
tation,  and  by  these  large  Stale  electoral  and  individ- 
ual majoritiesi  and  yet  gentlemen  call  him  a  **  usurper!" 
Moi  he  ia  the  constitutional,  Uwful  President}  and,  from 
the  4th  of  March  nex»,  all  men  will  be  bound  to  obey 
bim  as  such,  within  the  pale  assigned  to  bim  by  the  in- 
•tituliona  ofiiis  country. 

Suppose  Mr.  Van  Burrn  had  received  one  vote  lest 
than  enough  to  elect  him,  and  the  queation  had  come  be- 
fore this  HouM.   In  that  event,  General  Harrison,  with 


seventy  .three,  or  Judge  White,  with  twenty-six  vote*, 
might  have  been  elected.  Such  a  result  was  by  no 
means  tmpos<iible,  A  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  HAaoin]  stated  upon  this  floor,  in  a  de- 
bate which  occurred  here  last  sesiion,  that  the  member 
who  held  the  seat  in  the  contested  electiim  fri>m  North 
Carolina  might  possibly  give  the  casting  vote  for  Preai. 
dent,  should  the  tiuestton  come  before  us.  In  voting  by 
States,  no  one  can  tell  what  the  result  would  have  been. 
If  one  of  the  gentlemen  named  had  been  successful,  and 
we  had  risen  and  denounced  him  as  a  usurper,  and  de- 
dared  war  upon  him  in  advance,  because  he  was  a  mi- 
nority President,  what  astonishment  would  have  been  ex- 
preased  by  the  opposition!  What  lectures  would  have 
been  delivered  upon  constitutional  law  and  obligations! 
The  motto  would  then  have  been,  '*  jud^  hint  by  hia 
acts."  But  now,  when  our  candidate  is  fairly  elected  by 
the  independent  voters  of  the  Union,  he  is  a  usurper, 
because  General  Jackson  was  for  him,  or  because  the 
opposition  do  not  like  '*  the  mtn!" 

But  if  the  war  ia  to  be  commenced  immediately,  under 
whose  banner  do  gentlemen  propose  to  fight/  Who  is 
the  candid  tte  of  the  several  parties  opposed  to  tlie  com- 
ing td ministration f  Is  it  Judge  Hangum,  with  the 
eleven  votes  of  South  Carolina  to  atart  uponf  Who 
ever  thought  of  him  fur  President,  until  that  Stale  voted 
for  him  the  other  d*yi  Is  it  Mr,  Webster,  with  the 
fourteen  votes  of  Massachusetlsi  or  Judge  White,  with 
the  twenty-six  votes  of  Tennessee  and  Georgia^  Why, 
sir,  I  mean  no  disrespect  to  either  of  these  gentlemen, 
but  really,  with  such  a  capital  as  either  of  them  lias,  we 
should  say,  in  the  Westrro  phrase,  **  it  would  be  rather 
a  dull  chance!"  Shall  we  have  a  distin^iahed  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  who  was  not  a  candidate  in  the  late 
campaign'  We  hive  beaten  him  two  or  three  times  al- 
rea'ly,  and  we  can  do  it  again,  whenever  his  friends 
choose  to  bring  him  forwurd.  Shall  we  have  the  hrroof 
Tippecanoe  upon  (he  track  once  mare?  The  worthy 
gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Clay  electoral 
ticket  of  Ohio  in  1834,  and  who,  three  years  ago,  in  a 
public  speech,  declared  that  the  surplus  revenue  ought 
to  be  applied  to  the  purchise  of  slavea  in  the  Southern 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  colonization?  He,  of  course, 
adopted  the  doctrines  of  the  great  *<  American  systemt" 
he  is  a  politician  of  that  school,  lie  desires,  too,  that 
the  tHXirs  levied  upon  the  South,  over  and  above  what 
are  needed  by  the  Government,  shsll  be  expended  in 
buying  up  their  slavest  or,  in  other  words,  he  would 
tax  them  to  obtain  money  to  pay  them  fur  their  own 
property!    Will  the  South  support  that  dnctrinef 

What  are  the  opinions  and  sentiments  of  (he  candidate, 
whoever  he  may  be,  upon  whom  all  the  little  partieacau 
united  Who  are  to  be  hia  supporters'  They  are  the 
nullifiers,  the  snti-mssons,  the  abolitionists^  the  black* 
cockade  federalists,  and  their  regular  successors  who 
hold  (be  same  principles;  and  the  honest  but  misguided 
democrats,  who  are  led  away  by  the  acts  and  profesuona 
of  these  various  parties.  What  a  crew  would  this  be  to 
put  on  board  the  old  vessel  of  state?  Suppose  their 
President  were  now  elected,  how  would  it  be  possible 
for  him  to  sustain  himself/  I  take  it  for  granted  his 
cabinet  would  be  made  up  of  distinguished  men,  taken 
from  the  diflerent  fragments  of  his  partyt  fur,  tu  be 
supported,  he  must  consult  the  wishes  of  his  friends  in 
theselectinn  of  important  officers,  and  iiitbe  recommend- 
aitun  of  public  measures.  It  has  been  said  ilut  a  Presi* 
dent  elected  by  thia  House  wouhl  have  been  brought  to 
lermt  in  reganl  to  public  policy.  True,  if  you  could 
have  agreed  among  yourselves  upon  what  the  terms 
should  be !  But  let  that  pass.  Imagine  you  see  the  new 
President,  at  the  "  White  House,"  preparing  to  aend  iu 
hia  first  annual  message  to  Congress,  with  his  cabinet 
eroundbira.  The  oenige  is  carcfu%md  through. 
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Bnd  each  member  U  desired  to  give  hit  opinion  freely 
wiih  re«pect  to  it. 

The  fint  one  who  «pe«ks  ii  »  thorough|foing  bankite, 
who  believes  the  Gorernment  etnnot  muiage  tti  fiscal 
coneemi  vithmit  a  **  mammoth."  Me  imiiit  that  there 
■hall  be  a  positive  recommendation  of  a  national  bank, 
and  refutei  to  g^ive  hit  approbation  to  the  document  be* 
cauie  there  ia  no  luch  para^aph  in  iu  Tfiia  brings  to 
his  Teet  the  Southern  strict  csnitructioniat,  who  drnies 
the  authority  of  Conffresa  to  legislate  on  the  aubjecl, 
and  who  declares  liis  utter  abhorrence  for  any  aueh  prop* 
oaition;  declaring,  furthermore,  that  it  vill  breakdown 
the  administration  to  aTov  thia  lentiment.  The  nullifi- 
cr  gives  his  opinion  that  there  is  a  atrong  inclination,  in 
two  or  three  placet,  towards  **eentr»)iaini"  that  these 
paasagea  must  be  altered,  and  a  few  remarks  added  on 
the  subject  of  "concurrent  majorities."  To  this  the 
federalist  strenuously  objects,  and  insists  lha*  the  cen- 
trifugal force  is  much  the  more  powerful  in  our  repub- 
lic, the  great  danger  being  that  the  parts  vill  fly  off 
from  the  common  centre. 

Next  comes  the  ami  mason,  who  t^ys  the  mra-age  is  al- 
tt^ether  defective.  *'  You  must  give  us  a  little  fee- 
faw-fum  in  it."  *'  Say  something  about  the  outrages 
committed  upon  the  peraon  of  Ciplain  William  Morgan) 
and  give  them  a  touch  about  extra-judicial  oaihs^  and 
secret  societies,  plotting  tbe  overthrow  of  our  liberties." 
**  That  is  all  very  well,"  says  the  abolitioniati  **but  I 
■hall  never  give  the  memge  my  sanctioo,  unleas  it  con> 
tains  iomething  in  bvur  of  'human  rights,'  *  natural 
equality,' and  *lhe  ffreat  danger  of  national  judgments 
on  account  uf  nur  national  sins!' " 

What  woiilil  the  Expculive  Chief  do  in  this  state  of 
perplexity.'  Would  he  gratify  all.*  What  a  pretty  piece  of 
patchwork!  What  •  dignified,  elevated,  and  able  state 
paper  his  message  would  be!  Would  he  reject  a  part 
of  the  propositions  and  adopt  the  remainder.'  Which 
individuals  would  he  follow  f  Who  would  be  the  favor- 
ites? No  man  on  earth  can  tell  any  thing  about  it.  The 
people  saw  this;  they  perceived  that  to  follow  the  oppo- 
sition was  like  tiikin)^  a  leHp  in  the  dark— whilst,  in 
voting  for  Mr.  V»n  Buren,  they  were  walking  in  the  light 
of  open  day.  They  knew  his  principles,  and  could  fore- 
see the  policy  of  his  admintstrationi  and  they  very  wise- 
ly prefrrred  him  over  all  his  polilicsl  competitors. 

Against  whom  is  this  war  to  be  waged  with  aueh  fury' 
It  n  ngaimt  the  democratic  party,  with  Martin  Van  Buren 
at  iti  head.  Oenllemen  may  sneer  at  this  if  they  chooaet 
but  it  is  so.  Men  may  call  themselves  what  they  please, 
but  there  is  one  infullible  mode,  and  one  only,  of  de- 
ciding to  what  parly  an  individual  belongs.  A  federal- 
ist m«y  call  himself  a  democrat,  and  a  dentocrat  may 
claim  to  be  a  federalist;  but  ask  for  his  principles,  for 
bis  political  creed,  and  then  you  can  soon  determine  to 
what  party  he  is  really  attached.  Try  ua  by  this  rule, 
and  it  will  be  found  that  we  are  the  democratic  party, 
■*par  excellence,"  if  genttrmen  choose  to  tpply  the 
term. 

In  this  country,  Thomas  Jefferson  is  now  universally 
acknowledged  to  have  been  the  great  "apostle  of  democ- 
rary.-"  Whatever  party  of  this  day  comes  nearest  to 
his  principles  is  the  democratic  party,  let  others  call 
themiielves  what  they  may.  What  were  his  principlea* 
He  was  aiiainst  the  Hank  of  the  United  States.  So  are 
we.  He  was  opposed  to  a  high  tarifT;  collecting  from 
the  people  targe  sums  of  money  annually,  which  are  not 
wanted  for  any  of  the  legitimate  purposesof  the  Govern- 
ment. So  are  we.  He  was  against  the  construction  of 
works  of  internal  improvement,  under  the  authority  of 
the  General  Goveriiment,  checquering  the  whole  enan> 
try  with  roads  and  canals,  made  by  the  fundsdrawn  from 
ttw  industry  of  the  nation.  So  are  the  friends  of  the  pres- 
ent administration.  He  believed  that  Senators  and  Repre* 


■entatives  were  bound  to  obey  the  instructions  of  their 
constituents  or  to  rerigo  their  places  and  allov  other*  lo 
take  them  who  would.  So  du  we.  Look  to  the  eeW 
dences  exhibited  within  the  laat  few  years  uf  the  truth 
of  this  position;  whilst  the  opposition  have  generally  dia- 
regarded  instructions,  and  boldly  retained  tbeir  offioo^ 
in  defiance  of  tbe  public  will. 

Upon  alt  tbe  cardinal  points  and  doctrines  of  tbe  M 
democratic  parly  of  1800,  we  of  the  present  damiaaat 
party  are  agreed.  There  is  a  unity  of  sentiment  «»ong 
us  in  regard  to  these  prtncipleaf  which  prom  conda- 
sively  that  we  are  tbe  democracy  of  the  country.  Th« 
opposition  have  no  common  creed;  but,  so  far  as  geaml 
principles  are  concerned,  we  find  them  coMlMll^ 
making  war  upon  these  doctrines  in  practice. 

The  means  employed  in  thia  war  will  be  Mmilar  to 
those  always  employed  against  the  democratic  party, 
and  such  as  have  signalized  the  opposition  for  soac  jeara 
Itast.  They  arrt^ate  to  themselves  '*  all  the  taknta"  of 
the  country,  particularly  in  both  Houaei  of  Congress; 
and  their  puffers  and  letter-writera  aid  them  to  make  that 
impression  upon  the  public  mind.  Every  promiDent  naa 
upon  our  fide  ia  denounced  as  greatly  deftcient  either  m 
talents  or  in  political  honesty;  he  is  either  knave  or  foot 
*'  Demagogue"  is  the  common  appellation  applied  to  all 
who  advocate  popular  rights  and  popular  doctrines. 

"  All  tbe  religion  and  morality"  are  claimed  to  be  oa 
the  aide  of  the  opposiliont  and  it  is  evidenced  by  that 
portion  of  ibem  who  weep  and  wail  over  **  poor  Indians^' 
and  "  poor  negroes!"  The  "decency,"  too,  all  beloefs 
to  them.  Witness  the  poetry  upon  "  Dusky  Saliy," 
publisheJ  sgainst  Mr.  Jcffersoni  the  coflin  hanilb'db  cir- 
culated against  General  Jackson,  and  tbe  violent  and 
abusive  harangues  and  publications  a|piiHl  eloiost  all  the 
prominent  men  of  our  party. 

The  newspapers  on  our  side  are  universally  denouooed 
as  unworthy  of  confidence,  whilst  their  own,  even  the 
most  abandoned  and  profligate,  «re  held  up  as  prod^iea 
of  truth  and  patriotism.  And  laat,  thougli  not  l^at, 
they  resort  to  various  schemes  for  buying  up  the  people 
with  their  own  money!  No  plan  will  be  left  untried 
upon  this  subject.  A  distribution  of  land  or  of  its  pro- 
ceeds^ a  deposite  or  distribution  law  to  be  paved  annu- 
ally, or  any  other  plan  which  will  effect  the  object,  w3l 
be  resorted  to.  Tliis  policy  leads  the  people,  wbco  tlw 
election  is  apporoiching,  to  inquire,  *•  wbieh  eendidaCB 
is  in  favor  of  giving  us  money,"  or  '*  who  will  get  the 
most  money  for  us?"  In  thiscontest  about  money,  prin- 
ciple will  be  overlunked;  ami  we  shaU  be  govenicil  by 
the  most  low,  grovelling,  and  mercenary  motiret  wbieh 
ever  control  the  human  mind. 

The  North  and  the  Souih,  the  East  and  tbe  West, 
have  been  invoked  to  juin  in  tbia  crusade  egmiBst  the 
new  administration.  The  gentleman  from  South  Cm- 
lina  [Mr.  PtcKtirs]  called  upon  the  South  to  cooae  lo  the 
rescue,  and  confidently  predicted  that  HasaadtosettSb 
snd  the  country  on  both  sides  of  the  Ohio,  would  aid  ia 
the  prostration  of  Mr.  Van  Burcn.  Sir,  the  gentleman 
will  find  himself  in  a  like  condition  with  a  celebrated 
character  in  English  history,  who  could  "  call  spirits 
from  the  vasty  deep;"  but,  unfortunately,  they  would 
not  come  when  he  called  them.  Tbe  people  of  these 
United  States  are  a  just  people,  and  they  are  dispoaed 
to  bestow  upon  every  man  the  reward  whioh  his  eoi>daci 
has  merited.  They  will  not  condemn  a  public  officer 
until  he  has  done  something  worthy  of  condemnation.  I 
know  that  politicians  sometimes  act  otherwiae.  That 
**  ill-weaved  ambition,"  which  prompts  men  to  nA  and 
dangerous  experiments,  may  induce*  public  own  to  con- 
demn without  a  hearingi  but  private  citixcni  will  hear 
before  they  strike. 

As  many  gentlemen  bwe  recentb'~ve*tnred  to  proph- 
ecy tn  reprd  to  rultiDl^itiri9ti^tjrl6)@lgi((|be  ex- 
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ample.  I  hopr,  however,  to  be  more  mieceurul  tbkQ 
the  oppotition  bive  been  for  the  hat  eight  or  ten  years. 
My  prediction  ii,  thkt  the  next  ndmrniBl  ration  wilt  purtue 
a  calm,  prudent,  and  wise  policy,  both  >t  home  and 
abroad;  that  it  will  bear  about  the  same  relation  to  Gen> 
era)  Jackson's  that  Mr.  Madison's  did  to  Mr.  Jefferson's 
■dminislrAlion,  with  the  exception  that  there  will  be  no 
national  bank  chartered.  And  if  Mr.  Van  Buren  ahould 
be  I  omdidate  for  re-eteotion,  he  win  get  all  the  SUtes 
be  did  at  the  late  eleetionj  and  the  votea  of  Georgia, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  I  believe  Tennessee,  in  addition.  The 
country  will  proceed  in  its  cireer  of  prosperityt  and  the 
close  of  his  administration  will  see  htm  one  of  the  moat 
popular  Presidents  that  has  ever  occupied  the  execu- 
tive cliair  of  this  great  republic. 

With  Kg*'^  to  the  resolution  now  before  the  House  I 
have  but  little  to  My.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  thorough  ex- 
amlnation  of  any  depiHment  where  there  b  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  either  fraud,  corruption,  or  dishonesty  exists. 
Let  there  be  some  evidence  to  warrant  the  Hou«e  in 
adopting  the  resolution;  some  definite  charge,  some  dis> 
tinct  statement,  to  warrant  the  procedure,  and  I  will  go 
as  far  as  any  gentleman  to  ferret  out  the  fraud,  and  drag 
the  culpriu  to  light.  But  I  do  not  like  the  language  uf 
the  original  reralutton.  It  ia  too  general,  too  sweeping 
in  its  phraaeolwy*  It  includes  all  the  transactions  of  all 
*IMn  with  the  oeparlments,  whether  direct  or  indirect, 
official  or  unofBci  J.  I'he  contracts  and  dealings  of  eve- 
ry private  citizen,  who  has  ever  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
any  department  of  ihe  Government,  may  be  thus  subject. 
«d  to  the  inspection  of  a  committee  of  ibis  House.  It  is 
to  that  I  object. 

'  Still,  sir,  I  do  not  know  but  I  shall  vote  fur  it  as  it  is  if 
I  oaoDut  get  it  altered.  I  have  not  heretofore  voted  for 
Mich  pmpoiitions;  but,  after  all  that  haa  been  said  by  the 
opposition,  I  think  it  ia  due  to  the  President,  to  our- 
selves, and  to  the  coming  adminislration,  that  we  should 
throw  open  the  doors,  and  let  these  gentleipen  examine 
for  (he  corruption  about  which  so  much  has  been  said. 
It  is  due  to  the  President,  whose  term  of  service  is  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  that  the  condition  of  the  departments  be 
made  known  to  the  country;  and,  if  fraud  be  found  there, 
that  the  innocent  should  be  justified  and  the  guil'y  pun- 
ished. It  is  due  lo  ourselves,  because  we  have  been  in- 
directly charged  with  a  desire  to  smother  and  conceal 
the  maleadminiMration  of  public  sffairs.  And  it  is  due  lo 
the  President  elect  that  we  should  deliver  the  executive 
departments  into  his  hands  thoroughly  purified  from  all 
iniquity,  so  as  to  make  him  responsible  only  for  the  mis- 
deeds <rf  his  own  subordinates,  comnutted  whilst  he  is  in 
power.  Por  these  reasons  I  shall  vole  for  a  strict  and 
general  scrutiny,  such  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  all  rea- 
sonable men,  of  every  political  party. 

One  word,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  conclusion,  with  respect 
to  this  kind  of  discussion  in  which  we  are  now  engaged. 
No  one  dislikes  it  more  than  I  do.  What  I  have  said  haa 
been  absolutely  provoked  by  the  course  which  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  Mouse  have  pursued.  I 
have  listened  to  their  attacks  upon  the  administration 
and  upon  its  friends  for  a  long  time,  in  hopes  that  some 
one  of  more  age  and  experience,  and  of  greater  ability, 
would  meet  these  asscults,  and  repel  them  as  they  de- 
served. No  one  did  so,  and  I  considered  it  my  duty  to 
assume  the  position  I  have  taken.  I  am  aware  that  1 
bave  subjected  myself  to  \iolent  attacks,  liere  and  else* 
where.  1  surveyed  the  whole  ground  before  I  com* 
menced,  and  having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
my  duly  to  take  the  field,  1  am  not  the  man  to  be  deter- 
red by  consequences. 

I  have  endeavored  throughout  (he  discussion  to  con* 
fine  myself  within  the  rules  prescribed  by  parliamentary 
law.  I  have  avoided  all  personalities,  striking  at  masses 
of  men,  their  movements  and  principles.   I'bcse  I  eon- 


nder  Hit  game.  If  I  have  done  injustice  lo  any  individ- 
usl,  I  shall  be  ready  to  make  such  explanations  as  the 
circumstances  may  require;  but  to  what  I  have  said  of 
parties,  their  conduct  and  principles,  I  shall  firmly  ad* 
here,  until  convinced  that  I  have  been  mistaken. 

Fbimt,  JaauABT  6. 
REPRINTING  DOCUMBNTS. 

Mr.  0ILLP.1',  ftom  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  of- 
fered a  resolution  for  the  reprinting  of  sundry  doeomenls 
in  relation  to  the  reorganization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  the  number  and  compensation  of  custom-bouse 
oflicera,  &c. ,  and  for  the  printing  of  certain  msmucript 
documents  thereto  appended. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  had  any 
great  objection  to  reprinting  these  documents,  but  he 
would  like  to  bear  some  reason  given  by  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  why  they  should  be  re- 
printed. He  would  nke  to  know  whether  the  documents 
were  large  or  small,  what  the  expense  would  be,  and 
whether  any  good  was  to  result  from  reprinting  them. 
The  document  was  not  intended  for  circulation  among 
(he  people,  but  merely  for  the  use  of  the  members  of 
the  House.  He  believed  it  waa  not  customary  to  reprint 
documenta  which  had  been  already  published,  for  the  use 
of  (he  members. 

Mr.  GILLET  explained  that  the  documents  were  of 
inconsiderable  size,  and  that  his  object  was  to  collect  to- 
gether the  information  requisite  to  the  understanding  of 
the  particular  subjects  to  which  the  documents  had  rcfier* 
enee,  with  a  view  to  place  that  informstbn  coJIeotedljr 
in  the  pnsaession  of  members. 

As  to  the  expense,  he  had  not  e»mined  (he  question. 
He  felt  no  personal  solicitude  about  the  reprinting;  and 
his  sole  object  had  been  to  ky  before  the  members,  ip  a 
compact  form,  the  informalion  which  was  requisite  to 
tbeir  action  on  (be  subjects  embraced. 

Mr.  P..  WHITTLESEY  called  for  a  division  of  (he 
questifin;  that  was  to  say,  on  the  printing  of  so  much  of 
the  documents  as  now  remained  in  manuaeriptt  so  far  ha 
had  no  objection;  but  the  other  portion  of  the  documents 
had  been  (wice  printed  already,  and  the  question  pre- 
sented was  to  reprint  all  the  business  documents  on 
the  calendar,  which  had  not  been  acted  im  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress — whether  documenta  were  to  be 
printed  a  third  time.  This  was  economy  with  a  ven- 
geance! It  waa  a  species  of  reform  to  which  he  hoped 
the  attention  of  every  member  would  be  turned. 

He  eared  nothing  for  any  amount  of  necessary  expend- 
iture in  printing!  that  he  was  at  all  (imea  wilfing  to  vote 
for.  The  charge  which  had  been  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Gilkxt,]  against  thegentle- 
msn  from  Masaachuselis.  [Mr.  Dins,]  could  not  be 
made  against  hifn,  (Mr.  W..)  becsuse  he  had  raised  his 
voice  against  these  expenses,  and  the  House  had  not  sus< 
tained  him.  However  voluminous  the  documenta  might 
be,  if  it  was  actually  necessary  he  would  go  to  the  full 
extent,  whatever  the  expense  might  be. 

Mr.  GILLET  explained  that  these  documents  were 
not  to  be  reprinted  for  the  purpose  of  being  bound  up. 
but  merely  to  put  the  House  in  possession  of  information 
which  it  was  indispensable  they  should  have  before  act- 
ing on  the  bills  to  which  the  documents  related.  He  re- 
minded the  member  from  Ohio  of  the  vote  witich  ho 
[Mr.  WaiTTtxsxT]  had  given  at  a  former  session,  in 
nvor  of  printing  a  very  useless  document,  which  served 
the  purpose  only  of  wrapping  paper  for  merchants,  &e. ; 
he  alluded  (o  the  Post  Office  report. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  said  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  Ibe  number  of  the  Post  Office  document  which  the 
House  had  ordered.  But  he  did  not  raise  bis  voice 
against  the  printinBoflhatd^utiQ^^u^ 
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tkcn*  *ad  be  itill  eontinoed  to  tli1nk»  that  thst  document 
4iovld  6c  diiMiiiiiikted  Ihrouftb  every  nook  and  corner 
oTthc  United  Slateat  and  he  pledged  bimaelf  that  if  the 
Kcntlenan  from  New  York  would  nnw  bring  Forward  a 
document  equally  tmportant,  he  (Mr.  W.)  would  aol 
■top  at  any  number  abort  of  twenty  thousand.  That  doc- 
ument had  developed  one  of  the  moat  atnpendoua  fnuds 
that  had  ever  been  brought  to  light  under  any  Govern- 
ment en  cartbi  and  the  reports  of  tke  majority  and  mi* 
mriiy  of  that  committee  were  an  caientirily  alike,  that 
tlM  beat  frienda  of  the  adminiatration  in  thia  HouM  could 
w>  longer  auitain  the  Poit  Office  Department. 

Had  the  ftentleman  from  New  York  ever  read  that  re- 
portr  Mr.  W.  apprehended  he  had  not,or  he  [Mr.  Oillkt] 
never  would  have  riaen  and  pronounced  the  document 
oaeteaa.  Waa  it  not  ahown  by  that  report  thit  the  De- 
uitmcnt  waa  inaolvent?  And  had  not  ili  debts  to  be  paid 
o«t  of  the  publie  Treaaoryf  What  waa  the  bet  now* 
NotwHhttuidinit  the  Department  at  that  time  waa  in 
debt  tome  aeven  or  eight  hundred  ihouiand  dollara, 
there  waa  now  a  aurplus  on  tiand  of  aome  two  or  three 
hundred  thontand  dollara.  Thia  great  and  advanU^oua 
change  bad  been  brought  about  under  the  present  ad- 
■^niairatioa  of  the  Departmentt  but  it  had  been  achieved 
under  tb*  aua^i  of  the  Post  Office  Committee,  wiUi- 
out  wboM  antiriog  exertions  and  fidelity  in  that  inrestU 
gallon  tba  Department  would  have  been  in  a  state  of 
the  DMSt  deplorable  bankruptcy.  And  yet  sucb  a  docu- 
ment waa  useless, 

After  a  few  explanatory  obaervttioDS  from  Mr.  CON* 
NOK  and  Mr.  GILLET, 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  he  thought  ibia  was  a  mat- 
ter which  did  not  require  much  speaking,  and  that  the 
question  had  better  be  deoded  one  way  or  the  other. 
The  only  queation  wav,  did  the  House  want  the  informa- 
tion or  notf  If  they  tliought  it  «u  worth  printing,  let 
them  have  lt|  if  not,  let  it  pata.  The  Committee  on  Cnm- 
meree  did  not  want  ilf  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  GimT]  did  not  want  it.  But  be  (Hr.  S.)  would 
Bay,  let  us  have  it,  if  the  unenlightened  gentlemen  of 
the  House  did  want  it. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  spoke  in  laror  of  the  motion  to 
prinS  and  aaid  that  the  rejectionof  it  would  not  be  extend- 
ing towarda  the  Committee  on  Comroefoe  the  eourtety 
usually  manifrited  in  auch  caiea. 

After  aome  further  remark*  from  Ur.  ADAMS, 

Mr.  GIDEON  LER  aaid  tlial,  upon  the  calculation  thai 
every  five  hour*  of  the  time  of  the  Huase  waa  worth 
93,000,  a  portion  of  time  had  been  expended  in  the  de- 
bale  which  would  pay  the  expense  of  printing  these  docu- 
ments many  timei  over.  He  was  under  the  neceisiry, 
therefore,  of  invoking  the  aid  of  that  labw-aaving  ma> 
chine,  the  previous  question. 

And  the  House  aeconded  the  call. 

And  the  main  question  waa  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

And  the  main  question,  in  part,  being  on  the  reprint- 
ing of  documents  other  than  thoae  in  manuscript,  was 
tiiken,  and  lost. 

And  the  aeeond  psrtion  of  the  main  question,  being 
on  the  printing  of  the  manuaertpt  document,  waa  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  adlrmative.  So  the  manuscript  doco* 
m«nt  alone  waa  ordered  to  be  printed. 

B.  P.  LETCHER  AND  T.  P.  MOORE. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  P.  Letcher  and 
Thomas  P.  Moore  coming  up,  on  'tis  final  paange— 

Nr.  LANE  called  for  the  yesa  and  nays  on  that  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  tlie  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  Houie  on  the  stale 
of  Tlie  Union. 

After  a  few  worda  from  Metsra.  HUNTSMAN  and 
LANE, 


Mr.  WIU4AMS,  of  North  Carolina,  called  Car  Iht 
yeas  and  nays  on  tbe  question  of  recommitment. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Hr.  MANN,  of  Ne*  Tor^ 

Mr.  ANTHONY  called  for  tbe  previous  qoeetion. 

Mr.  RENCHER  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table^ 
and  called  for  tbe  yeaa  and  nayst  which  were  ordercdi 
and,  being  taken,  were:  Teas  35,  nays  157. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  tbe  bill  on  tbe  table  vat  lost. 

The  queaiion  then  rccorring  on  aeeondinf  the  prcvk 
ou*  qoeation,  tbe  Houae  ■eeonded  tbe  sune:  Ten  83* 
najra  46. 

Mr.  WILLtAMS.  of  North  Carolina,  oiled  for  tha 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  taking  the  main  qae^ 
tiont  but  the  House  refused  to  order  tbem. 

And  the  main  queation  waa  ordered  to  be  now  pot. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolinr.  called  for  tb« 
yeaa  aod  nays  on  tbe  main  questioni  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  "shall  tbe  bill  paaaP  waa 
then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  aSnmtive;  Teat  135, 
nays  64,  as  follows: 

Ysis— Messrs.  Adama,  C  Allan,  H.  Allen.  Antttoey, 
Ash,  Bailey,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Betl,  Bao< 
kee,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brigga,  Brown,  Bocbanaa, 
Bunch,  Burnt,  Bynum,  J.  Calboon,  Carr,  Caeey,  Chaocya 
Cbetwood,  J.  p.  H.  Claiborne,  Chtrk,  Cleveland,  Ccaiip 
Cramer,  Cushing,  Coshman,  Darlington.  DaTis^  Dawsoa^ 
Douhleday,  Efner,  Elmore,  Pairfield,  Fowler,  Pry,  Gal. 
braitb,  R.  Garland,  Oillet,  Granger,  Grantland,  Haley. 
Hamer,  Rannegan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  S.  S.  Harrisaa.  A. 
G.  Harrison,  Haynet,  Henderson,  Hoar,  Holt,  Howard^ 
Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  IngersoH,  lug. 
ham,  William  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  R.  M.  JohnsM* 
Henry  Johnson,  Benjam'm  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  La> 
porle,  Lawrence,  J.  Lee,  Leomwd,  Lewis*  l^neoln.  A* 
Mann,  J.  Mann,  Martin,  M.  Mason,  May,  McKennan* 
McKeon,  McKim,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Page, 
Patleraon,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Praraon,  PettigKW,  Phelps, 
Pliillips,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Keed,  Joseph  Reyn* 
olds.  Schenck,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Slade,  Sloane, 
Smith,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Waddy  Thompson,  Tnrrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Wagoner,  Washington,  Webster,  Weekly 
While,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell— 125. 

NJ.TS— Messrs.  Ashley,  Black,  Bond.  W.  B.  Calhoon, 
Campbell,  Carter,  G.  Chambers,  Chapman,  N.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Deberry,  Dromgoole, 
Dunlap,  Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  French,  puller,  J. 
Garland,  Graham,  Gravea,  Griffin,  J.  Hall,  H.  Hall,  Har- 
per, Hasehine,  Hieater,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Jarria,  C. 
Johnson,  bine,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lec,  Lore,  Loyall,  Ly- 
on, Samson  Haaon,  McCarty,  McLene,  MilKgan,  Mont* 
gomery,  Owens,  Parker,  Rencher,  Richardaon,  Rdwrt. 
son,  Rogers,  Russell,  Seymour,  W.  B.  Sbepard,  A-  H. 
Shtppcrd,  Slandefer,  Steele,  Taliaferro^  Turner,  Oa> 
derwood,  Vinton,  WardwcN,  E.  WhUtlescy,  L.  WilliaiM, 
8.  Williama— 64. 

So  the  bill  waa  passed. 

WILLIAM  ANDERSON. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  legal  repreaentatives  of 
William  Anderson  coming  up — 

After  anme  remarks  by  Messrs.  UNDERWOOD,  VIN- 
TON, PARKER.  BELL,  HUNTSMAN,  BRIGGS,  aad 
CAVE  JOHNSON, 

Ur.  SHIELDS  aaid  that,  at  tbe  commrncemeat  of 
this  discussion,  be  hitd  been  improperly  impressed  wilk 
the  belief  that  tbe  Cherokee  Indiana  and  the  United 
Statea  were  in  a  state  of  partial  war  at  the  ttmte  the  loa 
was  sustained  for  which  these  claimants  are  now  teiUi^ 
indemnity!  but,  upon  a  careftil  cxaminatiuo  of  the  history 
of  the  times,  and  the  circumstances  immediately  con- 
nected with  tliis  claim,  (said  be,}  I  find  that,  at  tl»t  pe< 
rio<l,amteof  perfect  peKe«irt.(ft^5^ 
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Icidimns  Md  thii  counirjr.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be  neeei- 
s«ry  to  consider,  in  the  arguoient  which  I  now  propose  to 
mibrrtitf  whether  this  Government  should  or  should  not 
■ndemmfy  her  citizens  Tor  depredations  committed  upon 
their  property  by  the  enemies  of  the  country,  when  in  a 
•tate  of  actual  war  wiih  another  Power.    The  Commit- 
on  Indian  AfTura,  by  which  this  bill  was  reported,  atate, 
in  Its  Bceompanyin^  report,  liiat  tbia  claim  reati  upon  the 
■ame  beta  and  cireumsUnee^  or,  rather,  that  it  la  iden- 
tical in  point  of  proor,  with  the  elaim  of  the  heira  of 
Jamca  Brown,  which  was  allowed  at  a  former  aesaion  of 
CoriKreas.    1  shall,  therefore,  in  this  diacuuion,  refer  to 
tbe  facts  in  that  caar,  at  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  in  1833,  and  shall  take  the  facts  aa  report, 
ed   by  that  committee,  at  least,  aa  prima  fade  true. 
Xbeae  claimants  allege  that  they  abould  be  indemnified 
as  Uie  legal  represeniativea  of  William  Anderaon,  de- 
ceased, for  the  lose  of  property  plundered  from  their 
ancestor,  James  Brown,  by  the  Cherokee  Indians,  in 
1788.    It  will  be  recollected  by  erery  one  that,  by  the 
terms  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell^  concluded  in  1785,  that 
portion  of  territory  which  now  composes  a  considerable 
part  of  Middle  Tenneasee  was  ceded  to  this  country  by 
tbe  Chcrolcees,  and  waa  immediately  thrown  open  for 
the  reception  and  occupation  of  our  citixcns.  Among 
the  early  adventurers  who  manifested  a  dispo^ion  to  ei- 
tablish  a  permanent  home  in  this  part  of  the  Western 
wihterneas  waa  James  Brown,  the  ancestor  of  these 
claimants.    In  the  fall  of  1787,  he  and  his  family,  carry. 
vng  with  them  all  their  valuable  property,  arrived  on  the 
banka  of  the  Holaton,  more  than  two  hundred  miles  dis- 
tant, by  land,  from  the  place  of  their  destination.  Be- 
lieving that  a  passage  down  the  Tennessee  river  could 
be  more  easily  effeeied,  and  be,  at  the  same  time,  less 
periloos,  than  a  trip  acroM  the  tDountains,  early  in  the 
following  May  (1788)  they  embarked,  with  a  considera- 
ble amount  of  property,  on  board  a  boat,  which  they 
had  prepared  in  the  mean  time,  and  deacended  the  Ten- 
nessee river.    While  floating  down  this  river,  after  they 
had  reached  the  limits  of  the  Indian  territory,  through 
which  they  had  necessarily  lo  pass,  by  an  act  of  the  ba- 
sest perfidy,  under  the  diaguise  of  friendship,  they  were 
suddenly  surrounded  by  upwards  of  serenty  Cherokee 
warriors.    Hr.  Brown  himself,  two  of  bis  sons,  and  fire 
boatmen,  "the  only  sdult  males  on  board  the  boat," 
were  instantly  slain,  Mrs.  Brown,  her  three  daughters, 
and  two  minor  Mns,  made  captives,  and  their  property 

{)lnndered  and  carried  off  by  the  Indiana.  It  is  for  the 
OSS  of  a  small  portion  of  this  property,  thus  violently 
seized,  that  one  of  these  captive  girU  who  afterwards  be* 
came  Mrs.  Anderson,  and  ber  orphan  children,  now  ask 
an  indemnity  fi-om  the  Government.  Can  tbe  Govern- 
mcot,  consistently  with  its  past  policy,  its  future  interest, 
and  the  justice  of  this  individual  application,  allow  the 
sooght-for  indemnity?  It  is,  in  the  first  place,  I  believe, 
admitted  that,  in  time  of  peace,  there  is  a  elaim  on  our 
Government  for  the  protection  of  the  person  and  prop- 
erty of  the  citizen,  and  for  apoliationa  committed  bj*  any 
other  than  our  own  eitisens.  But  tt  is  contended,  in  ar* 
gument,  that  we  have  not  aufficlc'ntly  shown  that  a  state 
of  peace  then  existed,  and  that  tbe  very  act  of  hostility 
of  which  we  eomplain  ia  CTidenee  of  the  want  of  a  state 
of  actual  peace;  and  that  a  state  of  peace  or  war  with  an 
Indian  tribe  can  only  be  determined  by  the  character  of 
the  acts  of  one  or  both  of  the  parties!  1  infer,  howev- 
er, that  a  state  of  peace  existed  at  that  period,  from  the 
history  of  tbe  time^  the  cotemporary  conduct  of  a  large 
eonmuirity  of  our  citizena  who  resided  in  the  vicinity  of 
tills  tribe  of  Indian^  the  conduct  of  James  Brown  him- 
self, and  from  direct  and  unequivocal  deelsrations  of  the 
Congress  of  tbe  United  States,  contained  bn  a  proclama- 
tion of  that  year  on  this  very  subject. 
Prior  to  his  departure  from  the  lettlement  on  tbe  Hul- 
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aton,  the  ancestor  of  the  petitioners  obtained  a  permit 
from  one  of  the  headmen  of  the  tribe  to  pass  on  hia  con- 
templated voyage  through  the  Indian  territory,  accom* 
panied  with  every  assurance  of  protection  and  safety. 
The  community  in  which  be  had  resided  from  the  fall  of 
1787  until  May,  1788,  were  on  terms  of  perfect  amily, 
and  indeed  had  been  from  the  treaty  of  Hopewell  up 
to  that  time.  And,  further,  thia  treaty  of  Hopewell,  it 
ahould  not  be  fbigotlen,  contained  the  following  remark* 
able  provisions,  with  regard  to  our  relationa  towarda  the 
Cherukees,  in  articles  9  and  10,  to  wit:  That  « the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Congress  assembled  shall  have  the  exclu- 
sive right  of  regulating  the  trade  with  the  Indiana, 
and  managing  all  their  affairs,  in  such  manner  aa  Ihey 
think  properi"  and,  agaim  ■*  Until  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
great  be  made  known  respecting  the  9th  article,  all 
traders^  citisena  of  the  United  States,  shall  have  lil>erty 
to  go  to  any  of  the  iribea  or  towns  of  the  Cherokees,  to 
trade  with  them;  and  they  shall  be  protected  in  their 
persons  and  property,  and  kindly  treated." 

No  other  intercourse  regulations  had  been  entered  in- 
to with  this  tribe  previous  to  1788,  and  none,  except 
one  or  two  of  a  very  partial  bearing,  up  to  the  general 
intercourse  law  of  1803,  which  haa  regulated  our  inter* 
course  with  all  the  Indian  tribes  from  tmt  to  the  present 
time.  It  is  true  there  were  other  stipulations  in  tbe 
several  treaties  concluded,  respecively,  at  Hulston  in 
1791,  at  Philadelphia  in  1793  and  1794,  and  at  Tellico 
in  October,  1798,  but  none  of  a  general  nature  touching 
this  point.  There  is  atill  stronger  evidence  of  our 
peaceable  relationa  to  be  found  in  the  proclamation  of 
Congress  to  which  1  have  already  alluded.  This  proc* 
laa»tion  was  isaued,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress,  tbe  3d 
day  of  September,  17w,  in  four  or  five  months  after  tbe 
plunder  of  the  boat  and  murder  of  Brown  and  the  crew. 
This  proclamation,  a  copy  of  which  1  now  hold  in  my 
hand,  recognises  and  reafRrms  the  obligations  and  bind- 
ing efficacy  of  llie  treaty  of  Hopewell,  without  the 
slightest  complaint  with  regard  to  any  breach  of  the 
treaty,  or  of  any  depredations  on  the  part  of  tbe  lodi* 
anat  in  which,  auo,  they  threaten  heavy  penaltiea  wainst 
any  of  tbe  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  should  dsre 
to  infringe  any  of  tbe  articles  of  that  treaty.  It  is  evi- 
dent, from  the  language  of  this  proclamation,  that  Con- 
gress regarded  the  Cherokees  in  a  state  of  amily  at  that 
time;  and,  from  what  we  have  ataled  already,  it  is  equal- 
ly evident  that  our  citizens  who  resided  on  the  borders 
of  that  tribe  so  regarded  oar  relations  at  tbe  ume  peri- 
od. These  consiuerationa  seem  to  me  to  exclude  tbe 
idea  of  the  exiatenee  of  a  atate  of  wsr  st  the  date  of  the 
lou  suatained  by  tbe  petitioners.  The  several  reporu 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  on  this  subject.  In 
summing  up  tbe  testimony  on  this  point,  fully  concur  in 
the  same  opinion.  «  This  ia  an  application,"  says  the 
able  chairman  of  this  committee,  **  to  be  paid'ihe  value 
of  property  taken  with  force  by  the  Cherokee  Indians 
prior  to  the  enactment  of  lawa  regulating  trade  and  in- 
tercourae  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  in  time  of  peace 
between  the  Cherokees  and  tbe  United  States."  Then 
the  act  of  which  we  eomplain  baa  not  been  regarded 
by  the  committee,  and  I  think  cannot  be  looked  upon 
as  creating  a  state  of  partial  war,  or,  as  some  of  tbe  gen- 
tlemen have  styled  it,  a  slate  of  quati  war,  so  aa  to 
exclude  this  claim  from  a  favorable  consideration  by 
Cungreas,  under  the  eaiabliahed  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment. • 

If  this  position  were  correct,  you  cannot  etmceire  of 
any  possible  caae  in  which  those  who  bad  sostained  an 
injury  in  time  of  peace  by  Indian  treachery  and  violence 
could  obtain  redresa  for  tbe  lou  and  outrage;  for  the 
obvious  answer  would  be  ever  ready,  that  the  Govern- 
ment doea  not  indemnify  ber  citizena  against  tbe  dopre* 
daiions  of SD  enemy  con|jri»f,«f;'g^»ge5ff§l?*'* 
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of  ho«ttlity  eompliined  of  cr«ttei  r  ilate  of  Indian  wtr,  ' 
beoauM  [ndi>ns  never  tnilce  rormal  declBration>  of  w»r, 
like  civilixed  n«lionit  therefore  the  indemnity  in  this 
f»rticuUr  cate  cannot  be  atlowed.  Thia  position  cannot 
be  aiiatainrd  in  any  point  of  view.  Nor  ts  it  conceived 
that  the  risk  and  hazard  which  Brown  eneountercd  by 
descending  the  river  through  the  Cherokee  country  ia 
nch  a  departure  from  a  courae  of  due  propriety,  and 
from  the  obvious  senae  of  the  existing  treaty  regulationa, 
•a  to  exclude  these  claimants  from  relief.  His  object — 
the  telllement  of  ihe  newly  acquired  territory— was  law- 
ful, and  even  commendable.  He  had  obtained  a  permit 
from  the  nation  to  paaa  through  their  grounds,  and  the 
proof  if,  that  hii  conduct  towards  the  Indians  was  unex- 
ceptionable in  all  things.  This  is  altogether  unlike  the 
case  of  a  trader,  wbote  objeet  Is  to  gam  by  traffic.  He 
lurely,  then*  had  not,  by  his  own  conduct,  put  hia  per* 
•on  and  property,  wiihont  the  pale  of  the  protection  of 
hit  Government.  It  will  be  seen,  by  inspecting  the  sev- 
eral treaties  with  the  Chf  rotcees,  that  no  provisions  were 
made  in  any  of  them  to  utisfy  such  claims  as  the  pres- 
ent. But  in  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Tellico,  or, 
as  it  ia  more  familiarly  called,  the  treaty  of  1798,  the 
usual  remedy  between  the  livdiana  and  border  settlers, 
which  is  that  of  reprisal,  was  expressly  taken  away, 
leaving  (he  party  injured  without  any  summary  redress, 
and,  indeed,  without  any  redress  at  all,  unless  this  Oov- 
crnment  shall  interpnte  its  protection.  It  is  provided  in 
the  article  of  the  treaty  of  1798  just  quoted,  tliat  "  all 
animosities,  afcgressions,  thefts,  and  plunderings,"  prior 
to  the  dsle  of  the  first  conferences  in  that  year,  *'  shall 
cease,  and  be  no  longer  remembered  or  demanded  on 
either  aide."— (Laws  of  the  United  States,  vol.  1,  p. 
334.)  By  thia  treaty  stipulation,  even  the  privilege  to 
demand  their  rights  of  the  Cherokees  was  expressly  la- 
ken  away  from  our  citizens.  And,  much  more,  the  or- 
dinary remedy,  ao  much  practised  on  the  Western  fron- 
tier, of  reprisal.  It  does  seem  to  me  most  clear  that  (he 
Government,  by  this  act,  became  liable,  in  good  faith, 
to  Mtiafy  all  bona  fide  claims  of  private  citisens  against 
the  Cherokees  that  existed  prior  to  the  treaty  of  1798, 
on  account  of  "  a^retrions,  llieftv,  and  plunderings,  of 
ttut  nation." 

But  it  is  argued,  that  if  (his  claim  should  be  allowed, 
a  new  policy  will  be  established  and  introduced  Into  our 
legislation,  which  will  prove  in  the  end  onerous  to  the 
Governoient.  This  position  is  so  far  from  being  correct, 
that,  if  this  claim  be  rejected,  it  will  chan|^  the  whole 
policy  of  this  Government  with  regaid  to  such  claims,  for 
the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years.  I  do  not  pretend,  said  Mr. 
8',  to  have  that  proround  information  as  to  our  Indian 
relations,  or  as  to  precedent  generally,  as  many  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  have  addressed  the  House  on  this 
subject.  I  have  neither  had  the  experience  nor  the 
means  neceasary  to  such  attainments.  But,  in  examin- 
ing the  past  course  of  the  Government,on  (his  subject, 
I  nnd  the  aggregate  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand  and 
eighty-six  dollars  appropriated,  by  act  of  Congress  *'  ap* 
proved  S5lh  March,  1830,"  as  full  compensation  to  cer- 
tain individuals  named  in  said  set,  for  horses  stolen  and 
property  deatroyed  and  taken  by  the  Osige  Indian*,  in 
tbe  yeara  1816, 1817, 1823.-CVol.  8,  Laws  of  U.  8. 294.) 
And  again,  in  the  year  1833,  I  find  the  sum  of  nine 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  appropriated 
by  act  of  Congress  of  that  year,  to  be  paid  to  the  legal 
repreMntalivea  of  John  and  James  Pettrgrew,  for  depre- 
dations committed  on  Ihe  private  property  of  the  Pelti- 
grewa,  while  navigating  the  Tennessee  river  in  1794,  with 
Htterest  upon  that  sum  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  from  the  date  of  the  loss  suatained,  until  the  same 
ahould  be  paid — [Here  Mr.  SniaLSs  asked  the  favor  of 
the  Clerk  to  read  tbe  report  of  the  committee  in  the  ease 
of  tbe  Pettigrewa,  whidi  be  did]— and  which  Mr.  8.  said 


was  similsr,  tn  all  ita  nutrrial  eircomatancea,  to  the  data 
now  under  consideration.  The  lots  waa  sustained  by 
private  individiisN,  while  descending  the  Tennessee  riv- 
er, in  the  Cherokee  territory,  by  the  act  of  that  tribe 
of  Indians,  white  in  a  stale  of  peace.  Mr.  S.  aaid,  I 
might  cite  many  oilier  cases  in  point,  from  |li«aoari  and 
elsewhere,  which  I  have  before  me,  but  1  will  not  cob* 
stime  the  time  of  the  House  by  reciting  them.  I  ^11 
desist,  after  again  directii^  the  attention  of  honorabln 
members  to  the  case  of  the  hetrs  of  James  Brown,  of 
which  this  claim  is  a  counterpart,  a  duplicate,  which  hi 
fact  is  identical  with  it  in  all  its  circiimslancea.  [He 
here  sent  the  report  of  the  committee  in  Bmwn*s  caae  to 
(he  Clerk,  a  part  of  which  was  then  read.]  I  am  aatia* 
fied,  after  thia  explanation,  that  it  must  be  apparent  to 
all,  (hat  whatever  may  be  done  hcre^er,  Congreaa  haa 
repeatedly  heretofore  granted  relief  in  many  casre  pre> 
cisely  similar  to  the  one  made  out  in  this  applieationt  and, 
indeed,  that  it  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Government,  br 
a  number  of  years  past,  without  exception,  up  to  thn 
time,  to  do  so.  1  cannot,  therefore,  see  why  this  claim 
of  the  widow  and  orphans  of  William  Anderson  dioald 
be  made  an  exception  to  a  rule  so  welt  es(abli*hed.  Bat 
I  am  apprehensive  that  (he  prospective  clatma  from  Vlor- 
ida  may  have  an  undue  weight  upon  the  minds  of  aome* 
in  deciding  upon  this  claim.  Still  I  hope  they  will  not; 
it  will  be  time  enough  to  consider  the  justice  of  those 
claims  when  they  shall  have  been  presented.  If,  how- 
ever, the  policy  ol  the  Government,  heretofore  pursued 
with  regard  to  the  Cherokee  depredations  committed 

Sirior  to  the  treaty  of  1798,  should  appear  to  be  obvtouB> 
y  unjust,  I  grant  it  should  be  abandoned.  But  I  cannol 
aee  bow  any  one  can  come  to  tbis  coneluaioni  ao  as  to 
make  this  small  claim,  which  is  perhaps  tbe  last  of  that 
class,  an  exception  to  a  rule  which  has  to  long  pre- 
vailed. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  in  reply  to  the  arguments  in  favw 
of  (he  bill,  [of  Mr.  Bell,  Mr.  AsHLit,  and  Mr.  Srislm,] 
aaid  that,  since  the  debate  of  yrsterday,  be  had  ei< 
amined  this  case,  and  was  satisfied  there  was  no  found- 
ation in  principle  for  the  claim.  He  was  aware  of 
the  difficulty  of  engsglng  the  attention  of  the  Houae  to 
an  argument  dry  and  uninteresting  in  itself,  more  es- 
pecially in  opposition  to  a  claim  of  so  trifling  an  amomit. 
In  addition  to  this,  he  was  asking  the  House  to  reverse 
ilso»n  decision  in  a  case  identical  with  this,  (the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brown,  passed  in  1KJ4  )  it 
was  reported  in  1 833,  and  sanctioned  by  a  second  re- 
port in  1834.  The  report  in  the  present  case,  made  at 
Tthe  last  sesaitHi,  refers  to  that  case,  and  reliea  on  it  as  a 
precedent.  He  did  not  rcce«llect  whether  the  case  of 
Brown  underwent  a  discussion.  It  was  reported  and 
passed  while  he  was  engagt  d  elsewhere  on  another  com- 
mittee, and  was  now  for  (he  first  time  brought  to  hia  no- 
tice; and  the  importance  of  the  principlea  aasumed  was 
his  apology  for  addressing  the  House,  and  constituted 
his  only  claim  to  thetr  attention. 

If  the  aggreasion  compluned  of  wu  an  act  of  war,  tbe 
principle  assumed  would  extend  to  all  aggressions  of 
the  enemy  in  time  of  war.  This  principle  haa  not  been 
adopted  by  any  Government.  Tbe  decisions  of  Cos* 
gress  have  been  uniform,  on  claims  for  such  aggresnons 
during  Ihe  revolutionary  and  la(e  wars.  If  a  diaiinctiaa 
is  taken  in  favor  of  Indian  aggressions,  the  principle  wiH 
extend  to  those  of  (he  West  down  lo  tbe  treaty  of  Greca- 
ville  (179J,)>to  those  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  and  to 
those  committed  and  committing  by  the  Creeks  and 
Seminoles.  At  the  time  of  this  aggression  <178S)  ihere 
was  bat  little  ground  fur  a  distinction  between  Indttn 
and  foreign  wars.  The  Indians  were  then  regarded  si 
foreign  and  independent  nationst  they  were  not  aorroaod- 
ed  by  our  aettlements  nor  under  our  control.    Be  would 
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dnn  AflTalrrt  in  1834,  on  the  cue  Alfred  Stewirt.* 
IF  the  Bgpreution  w«a  to  be  taken  m  committed  in  lime 
or  peace*  the  principle  tsaumed  would  extend  (o  aggre** 
sionB  in  all  time  befure  recognised  war.  It  wtiuM  be  an 
mithorily  for  the  allowance  of  tbe  claiini  for  tbe  French 
■polifttioni  prior  to  1800. 

Hr.  E.  Hid  he  should  meet  (he  claim  on  its  strongest 
-^roundt  that,  Tar  the  purpose  of  the  argument,  be  would 
fCive  the  claim  the  benefit  of  the  admission  of  a  fact  left 
doubtful  in  tbe  report — that  the  aggrestion  was  commit- 
ted in  time  of  peace,  and  was  not  in  itself  an  act  of 
war.  I  will  here  remark  (continued  Mr.  E.)  that  the 
claim  is  for  an  aggression  committed  net  on  the  perton 
but  on  the  properly  of  the  ciaimant*  and  thai  the  claim 
derives  no  ud  from  the  hostile  character  of  (he  ag- 
gression. 

The  case,  then,  is  simply  lliis:  The  clumant,  in  1788, 
vith  the  assent  of  the  Cherokee  natign,  wu  passing 
down  the  Tennrssee  ri»er,  within  the  Cherokee  country, 
with  hia  property,  not  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  but  with 
the  sule  view  uf  passing  tl>rougli  their  couniry,  to  make 
a  settlement  below  it,  when  his  property  was  forcibly 
taken  from  htm  by  the  Cherokeesi  and  for  the  properly 
■o  taken  he  claims  compensation.  On  what  principle.' 
Vpon  tbe  assumrd  principle  that  tbe  Governinent  were 
bound  to  protect  its  citizens  against  Indian  depredations* 
committed  even  in  the  Cherokee  eountryi  that  it  is 
bound  to  seek  redress  fur  such  depredationst  that  it  hav- 
ing made  a  treaty  without  securing  tuch  redress,  or  hav- 
ing by  treaty  released  tbe  cUim,  they  are  bound  to  in- 
demnify the  sufferers.  To  lay  a  foundation  even  for 
tbe  assumption  of  these  principles,  it  should  appear  that 
same  right,  secured  to  tbe  clainunt  by  treaty*  had  been 
violated*  and  that  the  Gorernment  had  in  Ikct  released  a 
subsisting  claim  for  indemnity.  I  fthall  endeavor  to  show 
that  the  aggression  was  not  in  violation  of  any  right  se- 
cured to  the  chiimant  by  treaty;  that  no  subsisting  claim 
has  been  released}  and  that  the  Government  are  not 
bound,  by  any  adofited  principle  of  right  or  policy,  (o 
indemnily  the  claimant. 

The  treaty  of  Hopewell,  of  1785,  was  the  first  treaty 
with  Ihe  Cberokees,  and  established  our  first  relation  of 
peace  with  that  Iribe.  By  the  9tli  article  of  this  treaty 
we  secured  the  right  lo  regulsle  the  Indian  trade;  and 
the  lOih  article  provides  that,  '*  until  the  pleasure  of 
Congress  be  known  respecting  the  9th  article,  all  tra- 
ders, citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  have  liberty  to 
go  to  any' of  tbe  tribes  or  towns  of  the  Cherokees*  to 
trade  with  them,  and  shall  be  protected  in  their  persona 
and  pmprrty,  and  kindly  treateil."  Tbe  5ih  article 
provides  Ibat  if  any  citizen  of  (be  United  States,  or  other 
penon,  not  being  an  Indian,  shall  attempt  to  settle  on 

•  Extract  rram  tbe  repoit  in  the  case  nf  Alfred  Stew* 
•rl: 

■*  1'ba(  the  petitioner,  as  heir,  claioia  compensation 
for  five  negroes,  Uken  in  1780,  in  a  hostile  manner,  by 
an  armed  band  of  Cherokee  Indians,  within  their  terri- 
tory, from  his  father,  Thomas  Stewart,  a  citizen  of 
North  Carolina,  while  removing  with  his  family  to  Ten- 
nessee. 

"Tlve  committee  find  the  facts  stated  to  be  true. 
I'hey  are,  however,  of  opinion  that  tbe  petitioner  is  not 
entiiicd  to  relief.  The  injury  complained  of  was,  in  it- 
self, an  act  of  war,  committed  while  the  United  States 
were  at  war  with  the  Cherokees,  and  to  which  the  par- 
ty volunurily  subjected  himself  by  entering  the  territory 
of  a  hostile  nattoit.  Though  the  acts  of  war  may  have 
been  occasional  only,  yet,  until  relations  of  peace  were 
established  by  the  Government,  the  hazard  must  rest  on 
those  who  undertake  it;  so  much  so  that  no  obligation  is 
imposed  on  the  Government  even  to  demand  redress, 
much  Ies9  to  indemnify  the  suiTerers." 


their  hunting  tcronndt,  Etc.,  such  person  shall  forfeit  the 
protection  of  the  United  States.  No  rights  were  secured 
to  citizens  to.  go  into  the  Cherokee  country  for  any 
purpose  except  that  of  trading  with  the  Cherokeest 
protection  was  secured  by  the  treaty  to  the  property  of 
traders  only.  The  right  of  navigating  the  Tennessee 
river  was  not  secured  by  Uiis  tresly,  as  was  supposed  hf 
the  gentleman  f^om  Tennessee,  [Ur.  Bell,]  but  by  the 
treaty  of  1791.  The  claimant  was  not  a  tradert  he  was 
not  passing  through  the  Cherokee  country  for  that  pur> 
pose.  At  that  day  the  Indian  Iribea  were  treated  with 
as  foreign  nations)  and  it  is  somewhat  sinf;ular  Ihst  in 
this  treaty  there  is  a  provision  relating  to  retaliation  or 
repriaaK  in  case  of  a  violation  of  the  trealjr:  "that  re- 
tafiation  shall  not  be  practised  on  either  side,  except 
where  there  is  a  manifest  viulation  of  this  treaty,  and 
then  it  shall  be  preceded  first  by  a  demand  of  justtcei 
and,  if  refosed,  then  by  a  declHration  of  hostilKies." 

Persons  (i^oing  into  Ihe  Cherokee  country  had  no 
other  security  (hsri  the  treaty.  In  every  other  respect 
they  submitted  themselves  lo  such  usage  as  might  befall 
them,  without  having  any  claim  to  call  on  the  Govern- 
ment to  aeek  redress  for  any  injury  either  to  their  per- 
sons or  properly.  The  Cherokees  may  have  violated 
their  faith  pledged  to  Anderson,  but  not  the  treaty.  It 
la  not  intended  lo  say  that  for  any  outrage  the  Govern- 
ment might  not,  if  it  chose,  demand  satisfactiont  but 
that  an  individual  has  no  riRht  to  demand  this  of  Govern* 
ment,  except  for  the  violation  of  a  right  aecured  by 
treaty.  It  may  here  be  proper  lo  refer  to  the  case  of 
PettigrewandScott.-a-(Reportof  March  33, 1833.)  Tbe 
report  in  that  case  is  baaed  on  two  Acts,  which  are 
wanting  In  this  easei  that  tbe  aggression  was  committed 
in  1794,  when  descending  Ihe  Tennessee  river,  in  vio- 
lation  o(  a  right  secured  by  the  treaty  of  1791t  and  that 
the  treaty  of  1798  ceded  lands  in  satisfaction  of  that  ag- 
gression. They  appear  to  have  inferred  the  laat  fact 
rather  from  evidence  uf  what  occurred  pending  the 
treaty  than  from  the  treaty  itself- 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  aggrcsdon  was  io 
1788.  The  next  msterial  ftct  if  that  war  Immediateiy 
succeeded,  and  continued  until  1791.  Whatever  ckima 
(he  Government  might  have  had  againat  the  Cherokees, 
even  for  violations  of  the  treaty,  were  merged  in  the 
war.  It  is  the  remedy  sought  by  the  parties  for  the  re- 
dress of  all  injuriea.  Admit,  then,  for  the  sake  of  the  ar- 
gument, that  a  right  nf  the  claimant,  secured  by  treaty, 
had  been  viohited,  and  that  (he  Government  were  bound 
to  aetk  redresf,  the  act  of  war  waa  tbe  measure  by 
which  redress  waa  sought— ihe  highest  act  to  which  e 
nation  can  resort.  And  whether  they  in  fact  obtain  re- 
dress must  depend  on  the  fste  of  war.  But  no  Govern- 
ment guaranties  the  result.  Its  duty  is,  by  all  reaaonable 
means  consistent  with  the  best  interest  of  the  communi.' 
ty,  to  seek  redress.  It  is  not,  however,  bound  to  con- 
tinue a  war  until  redress  is  obtained.  The  higher  in- 
terest of  the  couniry  must  controlf  and  if  this  requires 
(hat  a  peace  should  be  made  without  obtaining  reoreat, 
the  loss  muat  be  submitted  to.  1'he  Government  ii 
bound  only  tu  uie  its  be&t  eflbrtsi  these  failing,  the  citi- 
zen must  submit  to  the  fate  of  war.  If,  however,  a 
satisfaction  be  obtained,  in  part  or  in  whole,  tbe_  Gov- 
ernment is  bound  lo  distribute  it  among  tbe  claimants. 
The  claimants  for  the  French  spoliations  prior  to  1800 
base  (heir  claims  on  the  allegation  that  their  rights  se- 
cured by  (rea(y  were  violated]  and  tha(  the  Government 
by  treaty,  have  released  those  claims,  in  consideration  of 
an  e(]uivalent.  The  iasue  is  made  on  the  equivalent)  but 
if  the  principle  now  assumed  be  admitted,  (his  Issue  be- 
comes immaterial.  They  will  be  entitled  to  relief, 
though  an  equivalent  was  not  obuined,  because  it  was 
not  obtained. 

Dy  the  treaty  of  Ilolston,  of  1791,  an       mta  put  to 
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the  war,  villiout  any  ttipubtion  for  Mliaftction  for  prior 
aggrrnions  on  property.  It  prorides  for  the  muluil 
reatoration  oF  priaonera  only.  1'his  applied  to  no  apeciea 
of  properly.  The  treaty  of  1785  prortded  not  only  for 
the  reatoraitnn  of  prisoners,  but  contained  the  further 
provision:  <•  They  ahall  also  restore  all  the  nef^wes  and 
other  property  taken  during  the  late  war."  The  treaty 
of  1791  was  simply  a  treaty  o(  peace,  not  of  indemnily. 
**  There  ahall  be  perpetual  peace  and  friendahip  be- 
tween," &e.  **  All  animoatties  for  past  grieTancea  sliall 
henceforth  cease."  The  effect  of  the  act  of  peace  itself 
was  to  bury  all  past  animosities.  It  foreclosed  all  claim 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  or  its  citizens  for  past 
injuriest  all  right  ceased,  and  no  subsequent  treaty  could 
anect  them,  unieas  they  were  expretsly  recogniKd  or 
assumed. 

It  ia  assumed  in  the  report  that  the  treaty  of  1798  re- 
leased these  claims.  The  last  clause  in  the  9th  article 
is,  that  *'all  animositiea,  aggression^  Iheftn,  and  plun- 
dering*, prior  to  that  day,  shall  cease,  and  be  no  longer 
remembered  or  demanded  on  either  side."  The  as- 
sumption supposes  that,  notwithstanding  the  interven- 
tion of  the  war  and  the  treaty  of  1791,  the  plunderings 
of  1788  were  existing  claims.  Independent,  however, 
of  Ibi^  the  treaty  of  1798  has  no  relation  to  these  claims, 
but  to  elaims  subsequent  to  1791.  Difficulties  arose  as 
to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  1791,  which  gave  occa- 
llon  to  the  treaties  of  1794  and  1796.  Neither  of  these 
were  Ireatiee  of  peace,  but  treaties  to  modify  and  carry 
into  effect  the  treaty  of  peace.  The  treaty  of  Philadel- 
phia of  1794  (which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  mention  for 
another  purpose  hereafter)  increased  the  Cherokee  an- 
nuity from  tl.OOO  lo  |5,000,  and  provided  that  for 
every  horse  which  ahall  be  stolen  from  the  white  inhab- 
itants by  any  Cherokee  Indianr,  and  not  relumed  within 
three  montlis,  ihe  sum  of  fifty  dollars  ahall  be  deducted 
from  the  said  annuities  of  live  thousand  dollars."  The 
particular  object  of  the  9th  article  of  the  treaty  of  Tel- 
iico  of  1798  was  to  release  all  claims  for  horses  stolen 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  negotiations  in  that 
year,  and,  generally,  all  other  cUims  then  existing,  prior 
lo  that  date}  that  claim  which  had  been  extinguished  by 
a  prior  war  and  treaty.    The  article  ii  as  follows: 

Akt.  9.  It  is  mutually  agreed  between  the  parties, 
that  horses  stolen,  and  not  returned  within  ninety  days, 
shall  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  sixty  dollars  each;  if  sto- 
len by  a  white  man,  citizen  of  Uie  United  States,  the 
Indian  proprietor  shall  be  paid  in  cash)  and  if  stolen  by 
an  Indian,  from  a  citizen,  to  be  deducted  at  expressed 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Philadelphia.  This 
article  shall  bare  retrospect  lo  the  commencement  of 
the  first  conferences  at  this  place  in  the  present  year, 
and  no  furlhert  and  all  animotilies,  aggresrions,  thefts, 
and  plunderings,  prior  to  that  day,  ahall  cease,  and  be 
no  longer  remembr  red  or  demanded  on  either  side." 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  show  that  no  right  secured 
to  the  claimant  by  treuty  had  been  violated)  that  the 
Government  was  not  bound  to  demand  satisfaction  fur 
the  alleged  aggressiont  lliat  all  rigbu  between  the  Gov- 
ernment and  its  citizens  and  Ihe  Cherokeei  were  mer- 
ged in  the  war;  that  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1791  put 
an  end  to  all  claims  fur  prior  aggresuona,  and  to  all 
claims  of  our  citizens  on  the  Government  to  seek  sal- 
isfactioui  and  that  the  treaty  of  1798  had  no  possi- 
ble relation  or  effect  on  the  claim  before  us.  I  m<ght 
here  consider  the  claim  as  disposed  of.  Out  it  is 
due  to  the  report,  and  to  the  gentlemen  who  have  ad- 
vocated this  claim,  that  I  should  notice  the  argument 
that  is  founded  on  what  is  said  to  be  the  policy  of  the 
Government,  to  make  compensstiun  fur  Indian  depreda- 
tions. It  is  alleged  Ibat  this  U  the  ektablithed  policy  of 
the  Government,  to  prevent  retaliation  and  lo  preserve 
peace.  It  has  been  almost  asserted  that  individualii  have 


a  right  to  ieek  redreia  by  retaTMtion  or  repnanl.  lis 
Government,  bowever,  baa  recognised  tMa  right.  Ho 
Government  can  nibnit  it*  peace  to  the  hazarda  of  auch 

a  principle. 

The  policy  of  a  Government  is  prospective,  not  retro- 
spective. A  policy  that  may  be  proper  in  18^  doe*  not 
require  its  application  to  facts  that  tcMik  pbce  in  1788. 
At  that  time  nn  such  policy  waa  thought  of.  The  ladiaa 
tribes  were  then  recognised  only  as  independent  nnliow. 
They  were  nut  then  surrounded  by  the  whitc*{  we  bad 
no  hold  on  them  for  payment  for  depredation*;  they  bad 
little  or  no  personal  property.  It  was  only  when  we 
had  granted  annuities,  ami  had  the  power  of  retainin; 
compensaliun,  that  we  adopted  Ihe  policy,  not  of  paying 
for  Indian  dcpredatloni,  but  of  making  the  Indmiia  pay 
for  them;  thus  binding  the  tribe  as  a  surety  for  tbe  aeU 
of  individuals.  The  first  suggestion  of  Ihia  principle  i* 
found  in  the  treaty  of  Philadelphia,  lliia  wa*  Ihe  first 
treaty  that  secured  any  conwlerable  annuity  to  an  lodias 
tribe,  and  contains  the  first  provis'on  for  a  deduction 
from  it  for  compensation  for  Indian  depredations,  appli- 
cable, however,  to  tbe  ungle  article  only  of  borars  ato- 
len.  The  first  intercourae  act  was  passed  in  1790,  tbe 
second  in  1793t  neilher  contained  any  provision  on  this 
subjecti  but  the  aet  that  followed  next  after  the  treaty 
of  1794,  viz:  in  1796,  adopted  the  preamble  ^  thftt  ar. 
tide,  and  extended  it  to  all  Indian  depredationst  and 
the  same  article  has  been  since  continoed  in  liDrce. 
The  constniction  of  these  acta  did  not  secure  an  cvcnl- 
ual  indemnification!  it  waa  limited  to  caaes  of  depreda- 
tions ccnnmitted  within  our  own  limits,  by  Indian  tribes 
with  wh-ch  we  were  at  peace,  and  to  which  anmiHies 
were  payable.  And  it  was  not  until  1834  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  adopted  the  prineiple  of  paying  for  meh  dep. 
redations,  whether  annuities  were  payable  or  not.  We 
are  now  called  upon  lo  apply  this  bte-adoptrd  principle 
to  a  transaction  of  1768.  It  givea  ice  no  pleanre  to  re- 
sist this  claim.  I'lie  liour  Ibat  I  have  detained  the  Hoose 
is  of  more  value  than  the  amount.  We  have  already 
paid  some  thousands  of  dollars  on  the  principal  claim,  of 
which  this  is  a  mere  remnant.  Bui,  sir,  when  ve  look 
to  tbe  magnit)ide  of  the  cluma  wliich  must  follow  tbe 
allowance  of  thia,  we  cannot  too  soon,  even  at  tbe  haz- 
ard of  inconsistency,  retrace  our  steps  by  rrjecUng  the 
bill. 

Mr.  CtiAIG  moved  to  postpone  tbe  billunt'd  Friday 
next.  Lost. 

Some  further  debate  took  place,  between  Uesan. 
CRAIG,  HOAR,  WARUWKLL,  BELL.  WILLIAMS 
of  North  Carolina,  ASIILISY,  WIIITTLESET  ofOhio^ 
THOMPSON  of  South  Carolina.  SI1IP.LDS,  and  HAR- 
PER. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  Florida,  said  it  was  not  bia  habit  to 
address  the  House  un  any  subject  that  was  net  directly 
connected  with  Ihe  interests  of  bis  immediate  cowiitn. 
enis,  and  he  should  not  consider  it  proper  upon  any  oc- 
casion to  go  out  of  his  way  for  the  purpose  of  saying  any 
thing  upon  a  private  claim,  with  the  merits  of  which  be 
wu  not  at  all  acquainted.  The  honorable  niember'fnm 
Tennessee  («aid  he)  baa  shown  himself  fully  competent 
to  vindicate  with  abrlity  tbe  claims  of  his  comtiiitenls. 
It  appears,  from  what  has  been  developed  in  the  dtscu^ 
sion  of  the  bill  ngw  under  consideration,  that  ibis  if  a 
claim  for  properly  detttoyed  by  the  Cherokee  Indiaas 
about  the  period  of  the  commencement  of  hostilities  be- 
tween that  tribe  and  the  United  States,  it  appesj^  slict 
that  one  of  llie'partiea  in  tbe  same  boat  has  been  indcs- 
nified  by  an  act  of  Congreaa  fur  bb  pr^wrty  destreyed 
by  tbe  tame  Indiana  at  tbe  same  timet  and  ibat  anoihtr 
claim  of  considerable  niagnitude  waa  allowed  and  paid  to 
the  family  of  Pelligrew,  for  a  aimilar  deslruciion  of 
property,  under  circumstances  iiuyll  reapecta  like  thst 
which  is  the  subject  e^^ta^«5i$nSgte 
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It  seems  '"fo™  the  course  of  Ihls  debRte,  that  this 
cUtm  ii  now  resisted,  because  it  is  suppowd  that  it  will 
be  considered  as  a  precedent,  under  which  the  Florida 
■ufferers  may  eUim  indemnification.  Sir,  I  rbe  to  pro- 
test on  this  floor  against  any  pre-adjudication  of  that 
question,  which  involves  the  fortunes  and  happiness  of 
mure  than  half  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kast  Florida.  That 
question  is  too  grave  and  important  to  be  di>^posed  of  in 
advance,  upon  a  petty  claim  of  three  hundred  doUan, 
in  the  decision  of  which  an  attempt  is  made  to  establish 
a  principle  reversing  established  precedents,  to  be  used 
U  ■  pretext  for  rejecting  tlie  claim*  of  the  people  of 
Florida,  when  they  sliall  be  preaenled  for  discuisaion,  de> 
liberation,  and  dfciston.  Sir,  there  is  not  a  member  on 
this  floor  who  has  so  little  respect  for  his  character  as 
not  to  admit  that  if  we  are  forced  to  decide,  by  some  in- 
exorable precedent  or  established  principle,  against 
ttiose  whose  property  has  been  destroyed  in  Florida,  we 
•hall,  in  paying  that  homage  to  principle  and  precedent, 
do  an  act  at  which  justice  and  humanity  shudder. 

These  unoffending  inhabitanta  were  living  in  peace 
and  quietude  in  ■  Territory  under  the  protectmo  of  your  : 
laws,  in  ponession  of  lands  purchased  from  this  Govern* 
ment,  and  remote  from  the  Indian  boundary  which  you 
yourselves  had  established,  without  any  knowledge  of  a 
-participation  in  the  causes  of  (hat  desolating  war  which 
has  ravaged  the  largest  portion  of  East  Florida.  They 
are  the  innocent  sufferers,  from  their  unfortunate  conti- 
guity to  the  tbntre  of  operations,  where  you  have  at- 
tempted,  in  the  execution  of  the  settled  policy  of  tlie 
Government,  to  acquire  Indian  lands,  without  aff'urding 
adequate  protection  upon  the  approach  of  a  war  result- 
ing from  this  policy,  of  which  It  is  now  proved  that  this 
Government  was  admonished  and  notified.  It  would  sp- 
pear  to  me,  sir,  that  honorable  gentlemen,  who  have 
any  just  sympathy  for  such  unprovoked  sufferings,  nr 
any  respect  for  the  rights  of  their  felloW'Citizens,  would 
•eareh  for  precedents  If  such  be  necessary,  to  provide 
for  their  indemnification,  instead  of  seeking  an  opportu- 
nity by  which  titey  may  be  refused.  The  deep  mterest 
ofa  large  and  respectable  portion  of  my  conslituenls  in 
that  important  question,  which  in  the  course  of  time 
must  come  up  for  decision,  has  induced  me  to  examine 
'the  principles  upon  which  it  rests  with  profound  attention. 
I  undertake  to  say,  sir,  whenever  that  matter  comes 
up  for  the  consideration  of  this  House,  that,  if  there  is 
any  such  usage  or  practice  as  that  referred  to  by  three 
geutlemen  in  this  debate,  that  the  United  States  aT«  not 
responsible  for  leases  in  war,  I  hold  myself  ready  to 
maintain  that  that  usage  and  practice  is  in  violation  of 
well.ealablished  principles  of  the  law  of  nations  ""^  of 
the  fundamental  institutions  of  society.  I  deny  its  appli< 
cation  to  civilised  nations,  either  upon  principle  or  usage, 
and  I  deny  that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  this  Govern- 
ment. I  admit  that  there  may  be  reasons  why  cirilized 
nations,  upon  a  mere  question  of  expediency  or  policy, 
might,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and  to  avoid  im- 
mense sacrifices  refuse  indemnification,  because  the  es- 
tablished maxima  of  civilized  warfare  do  not  justify  the 
destruction  of  private  property.  And  when  any  such 
destruction  occurs  it  is  usually  the  act  of  some  lawless 
•  freebooter,  for  whom  the  nation  does  not  consider  itself 
liable.  I  hold  the  true  principle  to  be,  that,  as  indtvid. 
uals  have  associated  themselves  in  communities  surren- 
dering a  portion  of  their  natural  rglits  to  the  Ouvern- 
ment,  in  return  for  their  promised  protection,  every  na- 
tion is  bound  to  demand  redress  of  the  aggressor  for  the 
destruction  of  private  property.  It  was  upon  this  prin- 
ciple that  we  did  it  against  Spain,  France,  and  England) 
and  it  was  upon  this  maxim  of  national  law  that  we  de- 
manded, and  Great  Britain  acquiesced  io  the  justice  of 
the  demand,  payment  for  blaves  deported  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  during  the  last  war. 


It  was  upon  this  principle,  too,  that  an  agent  was  de- 
spatched, under  a  special  act  of  Congress  to  the  borders 
of  Canada,  to  pay  for  the  properly  destroyed  in  the  late 
war. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  I/>tk]  has  told 
the  House  that,  if  this  bill  passes,  and  that  which  he  an- 
ticipates is  to  follow  for  the  suffisrers  of  Florida,  he  shall 
come  forward  with  a  claim  for  all  the  losses  on  the  Niag- 
ara frontier.  Sir,  I  hold  myself  ready  to  show  that  the 
principles  already  established  by  your  own  legislation, 
for  the  losses  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  will  cover  all  those 
which  have  occurred  in  Florida  by  this  unprovoked  war 
on  those  who  are  its  victims.  If  I  am  not  greatly  deceiv- 
ed, payment  has  been  made  to  every  individual  whose 
property  was  destroyed  because  it  was  in  the  military 
occupation  of  the  United  States.  This  was  done  on  the 
ground  Ahati  by  the  rules  that  civilized  warfare -has  sanc- 
tioned, private  property  nf  the  border  inhabitants  would 
not  have  been  destroyed  but  for  thitt  military  occupation. 
Now,  sir,  apply  this  doctrine  to  the  case  of  a  savage  en- 
emy, one  of  whose  maxims  and,  it  may  be  said,  the  only 
prominent  rule  of  warfare,  is  the  indiscriminate  destruc- 
tion of  property  as  well  as  life.  1  deny  that  the  princi- 
ple has  any  where  been  established,  or  that  it  ever  can 
be,  upon  any  sound  consideration  of  national  justice  or 
law,  that  the  inhabitants  whose  property  is  destroyed  by 
a  barbarian  enemy  are  not  entitled  to  demand  payment 
from  their  Government.  Where  is  it  to  be  found?  The 
United  SUtes,  I  admit,  have  generally  taken  the  Isnds 
uf  the  Indians  by  conquest  or  by  treaty,  after  a  general 
pacification,  and  indemnified  the  inhabitants.  I  can  refer 
to  one  memorable  instance — that  of  1814,  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war  with  the  Creek  Indians.  It  is  not  ray 
purpose  now  to,  go  into  these  questions.  1  have  been 
waiting  for  a  report  from  the  committee,  before  I  was  au- 
thorized by  the  rules  of  this  House  to  say  any  thing  on 
the  subject  of  these  losses.  That  report,  I  hope,  will 
soon  be  made,  when  the  subject  will  undergo  a  thorough 
examiiMtion,  due  to  its  intrinsic  importance,  and  to  a  suf- 
'  faring  and  ruined  people.  I  only  rose  to  enter  my  pro- 
trs',  as  I  now  do,  against  connecting  the  Florida  suffer- 
ers with  this  decision,  or  against  the  employment  uf  any 
such  precedent,  whatever  the  decision  may  be,  to  that 
case.  Let-every  question  stand  on  its  own  merits;  and 
if  the  people  of  Florida  are  to  be  sacrificed  in  a  savage 
and  bloody  war,  brought  on  by  the  agents  of  the  Gov. 
crnment  of  the  United  Slates  and  without  adequate  pro- 
tection, let  it  be  done  by  the  usual  appearances  and  for- 
malities of  a  proper  consideration  of  the  trestles  laws 
and  uugep;  which  are  applicable  to  their  condition. 

Defore  any  queaiion  was  taken  on  the  bill. 

The  House  adjourned. 

SlTDRSAT,  JiaCARI  7- 

The  honorable  Mr.  Gbolbom,  member  from  the  Slate 
of  Mississippi,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  tiwk  his  seat. 

J0Hp4  WHITMAN. 
Among  the  reports  made  to-day, 

Mr.  S  rOKER,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions,  made  an  unfavorable  one  on  the  petiliun  nf 
John  Whitman,  of  Eastbridge,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, for  a  pension  for  services  performed  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war. 

Mr.  8.  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the 
said  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  i  bill  granting 
the  prayer  of  the  said  petition. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  but  a  few  words  to  ssy  in  support 
of  his  motion.  The  petitioner  was  a  man  of  the  age  of 
one  hundred  and  two  years  and  he  asked  a  pension  as  a 
revolutionary  soldier.  1'he  committee  had  refused  the 
pension  because  there  was  t">tiM*UvMX{4^ce  that  the 
petitioner  liad  servedi9iifeatti|iKs:sMnqw'e£hy  the  law 
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of  1803.  He  had  proveil  five  months' BcrTier,  and  bis  own 
RfBdkvit  depoied  to  a  Krviee  of  aix  weeki  lon^,  ma- 
king more  than  the  period  of  aiz  moolht.  He  had  re- 
ceired  a  commitiion  ai  a  lirtitenant  from  the  Continental 
CongreM*  dated  March  30, 1776i  and  he  waa  known  to  be 
a  man  of  unqueitionable  veracity.  Under  theie  clrcum' 
•taneea,  the  mvjority  of  the  committee  Ihouf^hl  he  had 
establishrd  his  claim  tu  a  pension.  The  only  question 
was,  whether  the  one  month's  aervice  had  been  auffl- 
cienlly  proved.  The  probability  waa  that  no  similar  caae 
would  again  he  brought  before  the  eotuideration  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  REGD  was  understood,  from  hit  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  petitioner,  to  bear  testimony  to  the  upright 
character  and  unimpeachable  veracity  of  that  individual. 
'  Mr.  HAIIPER  said  that,  aftcrthe  manner  in  which  the 
petitioner  had  been  ipoke  n  or,  be  Telt  very  reluctant  to 
say  a  single  word  in  opposition  to  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohir>,  [Mr.  Stoisr.]  Uut  it  involved  the 
very  serious  question,  how  far  a  tn&n*a  own  testimony 
could  be  made  ajustifiable  ground  on  which  to  gram  him 
a  pension.  During  the  last  year  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  bad  a 
Cftse  under  his  own  chsrge  very  similar  to  the  present. 
The  petitioner  was  nut  quite  so  old,  but  he  was  nearly 
70  years  of  age.  He  (Mr.  II.)  had  gone  to  the  depart- 
ment (o  aicerlain  whsl  could  be  done  under  the  circum- 
slunces;  and  he  was  there  inrormed  that,  according  to 
the  exifeting  law,  it  was  impoaaible  to  accept  a  man's  own 
testimony  as  the  basis  for  giving  him  a  pension.  The 
individual  to  whnm  he  alluded  had  go»c  1^0  miles,  and 
procured  testimony  as  (o  his  services  for  a  portion  only 
of  the  requisite  period;  and  yet,  if  the  committee  had 
acted  on  his  own  testimony,  they  couM  have  prove^t  that 
he  had  served  full  six  months.  The  application  was  re- 
jected. He  (Mr.  H.)  would  not  say  that  the  petitioner 
might  not  have  been  juatty  entitled  to  the  pension,  but 
the  principle  onwhichlhe  petition  had  been  rejected  was, 
that  if  you  accept  s  man's  own  testimony  in  one  case  it 
must  hu  accepted  in  another.  This  was  a  dangerous 
principle,  and  the  House  should  be  carcful  liow  il  gave 
sanction  (o  it. 

Mr.  STOKER  said  thai,  under  Ihe  law  of  1802,  prob- 
ably  one  half  of  all  the  s))plicsnts  for  pensions  applied 
r<T  them  on  their  own  affidavits,  and  the  Uw  iisetf  did  not 
define  the  n:iture  of  the  teslimony  which  should  be  given. 
In  the  State  from  which  he  came  there  was  no  testimo- 
ny, except  thai  of  a  traditionary  character,  and  the  evi- 
dence of  a  very  few  persona  who  had  survived  up  to  this 
time.  These  were  cases,  therefore,  which  addrrsjtd 
themselves  tu  the  sound  discretion  of  Congress.  Frauds 
might  take  place,  but  it  was  in  the  exercise  of  that  sound 
discretion  that  the  prevention  of  frauds  was  to  be  fuund. 

Mr.  URANKEK  siid  be  regretted  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  had  pressed  this  application  by  a  aingle  woid 
beyond  the  simple  statement  of  the  fact  that  there  wus 
now  existing  in  our  country  a  revolutionary  soldier,  he 
cared  not  how  short  the  term  of  service  had  been,  who 
was  more  than  100  years  of  ape^nd  who  had  asked  for 
a  pension  at  the  hands  of  (he  Uovernment. 

Although  an  honorable  gentleman  over  the  way  [Mr. 
Rgkd]  had,  in  his  boyhood,  known  the  petitioner,  he 
(Mr.  G.)  imagined  that  there  were  very  few  within  that 
hall  who  had  even  teen  a  man  ao  fWr  advanced  in  years. 
'I'he  caae  was  one  in  which  the  petitioner  had  not  much 
lime  to  lose.  It  was  like  one  which  Mr,  G.  remembered 
to  have  heard  in  the  L-gi»Uture  of  the  State  which  he 
had  in  part  the  honor  tu  represent,  where  il  was  ur^ed 
in  favor  of  a  bill  to  incorpoiate  a  benevolent  institution, 
that  the  individual  who  wished  to  endow  it  was  probuMy, 
at  that  very  time,  on  his  deathbed;  and  that,  unlcEs  the 
bill  was  speedily  paued,  the  inst'rtution  would  never  be 
endowed.  It  might  be  said,  in  Ihe  present  instance,  thjt 
the  petitioner,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  bad  proved  his 


services  within  one-month  of  the  lime  which  would  bava 
entitled  him  to  a  pcmdoni  and  that  the  House  vas  frit- 
tering away  the  few  brief  momente  wbidi  the  aands  of 
life  had  yet  to  run,  in  debating  whether,  by  granting  Uei 
this  pittance,  they  were  not  about  to  establish  a  ntoiC 
dangerous  precedent.  For  himself,  it  was  his  sincere 
desire  that  there  might  be  other  revolutionary  aoldien 
of  that  age  who  could  avail  themaelvea  of  this  precedent, 
if  indeed  the  patriotism  of  the  House  should  be  found 
equal  to  i's  adoption. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  said  that  be  thought  Ibe  pr«aeirt 
application  should  be  received  as  all  nmilar  appHeatioM 
heretofore  had  been.  A  general  bill  had  already  been 
reported  from  the  committee,  providing  for  cases  in  which 
the  term  of  aervice  amounted  only  to  three  months;  and 
if  that  bill  should  pass,  the  petitioner  could  take  advsu- 
(sge  of  it.  He  waa  opposed,  therefore,  to  the  present 
motion. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Ur.  GaaKsn]  had 
seemed  to  think  that  this  individual  wasentilled  to  a  pen- 
sion merely  because  he  had  lived  a  hundred  years.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  would  say  that  the  petitioner  was  not  half  as 
much  entitled  to  a  pension  as  others  of  less  aget  because 
this  very  fact  proved  that  he,  a  strong  and  able-bodied 
man,  living  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  during  ihe  rev- 
olutionary war,  amidst  scenes  of  bloodshed,  desolation, 
and  plunder,  served  only  about  three  months  out  uf  sev- 
en long  eventful  years  of  his  country's  struggles.  Mr. 
W.  contended  that  the  very  fact  of  hia  age  told  stroi^- 
ly  agiinst  him.  He  was  willing  to  give  any  man  a  peo- 
aton  who  had  served  his  country  during  the  war,  even  if 
he  had  only  cried  <<  huzza,"  and  done  no  more.  Bat 
when  a  man,  at  that  time  only  forty-five  years  of  age, 
and  who  mi^ht  have  done  good  service  in  his  country's 
need,  bad  given  her  only  three  months  of  bis  time,  be 
thought  it  was  not  a  ease  about  which  tfadr  tears  ahouU 
flow  or  their  hearts  be  broken.  There  was^  moreover, 
scarcely  proof  that  he  had  aered  three  months — acarcely 
proof  that  he  bad  served  at  all.  He  was  a  man  who  gave 
directions  and  made  arrangements  for  other  men  to  go 
to  battle,  hut  who  staid  at  home  himself. 

Mr.  RENCHER  said  there  was  much  good  sense  in 
Ihe  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Yi>rk,  [Ur. 
Wardwkll.]  lie  (Mr.  R.)  would  inquire  uf  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  whether  the  petitioner  bad  assigned  any 
ooil  reason  why,  during  the  whole  rerolutionar>-  war, 
e  had  only  served  three  months. 
Mr.  STOKER  said  ibe  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Wabdwkll]  was  under  a  misapprehension  as  to  the  time 
of  the  petitioner's  service.  He  had  served  mure  than 
three  months.  He  was  of  a  very  respectable  fismily,  a 
man  of  influence  in  the  part  of  the  country  in  which  be 
lived,  and  was,  at  the  time  referred  to,  a  deacon  of  the 
church.  He  had  done  more  in  recruiting  men,  and  in 
bringing  the  military  t(^ther,  than  any  other  man  in  that 
section.  Although  only  five  months  in  service,  all  his 
act*  show  him  to  have  been  s  good  wbi^of  that  day;  and 
Mr.  S.  thought  that,  at  this  distant  period,  it  waa  invidi* 
ous  to  speak  of  1ms  age  in  the  manner  of  tlie  genllcmaa 
from  New  Y'ork,  [nfr.  W^anwaLL.] 

Mr.  REED  corroborated  the  statement  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  STonsn,]  in  relation  to  the  person- 
al influence  of  the  pttlttoner  to  the  section  of  counlty 
in  which  be  resided,  and  to  the  exercise  of  that  influence 
during  the  revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  of  Rhode  Mand,  said  his  knowledge  of 
what  was  now  before  the  House  was  derived  from  the 
remarks  made  by  gentlemen  who  were  near  him.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  (said  be)  that  the  attempt  is  to  bring  ibis 
aged  gentleman  into  the  ship's  cabin,  tbnmgh  ttie  eabis 
windows)  he  is  certainly  old  enough  to  perform  at  least 
one  voyage  as  a  fcHYinaat  liand.  if>I  underMand  Ibe 
question  before  us,  it  isOit^jizjtetpelitiiJfid^^l^nBiea, 
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BTid  the  Cornmittre  on  Revolutionary  Peniioni  hxve  re- 
ported «|(mintt  him.  Some  ffentlemen  are  now  anxioui  to 
uve  this  report  reveraed,  and  to  allow  to  the  petitioner 
whit  he  claims.  I  bare  no  objretion  to  hit  harln|t  what 
he  claifflf,  if,  upon  a  rull  inveaiigation  of  it,  it  should  be 
thonj^ht  proper  to  chanf^e  the  character  of  this  report; 
but  [  do  not  find  any  thing  in  the  queatton  preaented  that 
•hoold  lift  it  out  of  the  common  operation  of  the  rulea 
of  the  House. 

The  inTamble  practice  of  the  Hnuie  has  been,  where 
an  unravorAble  report  has  beenlmade — a  report  thought 
hy  many  to  be  erroneoiis—to  refer  auch  repcHt  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  Hoaae,  caute  it  to  be  entered 
upon  our  calendar  of  private  billa,  and,  when  arrived  at, 
to  take  the  aenae  of  the  Committee  oCWt  Whole  Houae 
on  the  queatinn  raiaed. 

Why  should  we  here  in  the  House  diacuaa  the  merila 
ofa  report  just  made,  not  printed,  and  none  of  the  ac- 
companying  docu'nenta  laid  before  ua?  We  have  not 
the  meana  of  judging  correctly  of  ita  merits  for  we  have 
not  the  information  we  ought  to  have,  before  we  are 
called  upon  to  vote.  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  this  report 
ought  to  take  the  uwal  eouraet  and  if  it  doe*,  the  friend* 
of  the  petitioner  may  he  able  to  aceomplisb  all  they  can 
desire. 

B-it  my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  GajiireBR]  would 
inquire  into  nothing  but  the  age  of  the  mant  and,  as  he 
M  found  to  be  one  hunrded  yeara  old  and  upwards,  he 
ii  aatiafied,  and  would  extend  hia  inquiries  no  further. 
Then,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  baa  come  to  this:  longevity  a  to 
constitute  a  claim  for  a  pennon;  and  the  man  who  hat 
lived  the  longest,  and  not  he  who  hat  fought  the  hardett, 
is  to  be  pensioned  by  the  Government.  This  old  man, 
whose  constitution  has  been  invigorated  by  the  salt  air 
of  C  ape  Cod,  or  regions  round  about  there,  for  seventy 
or  eighty  yeara,  where  he  resided  that  length  of  time, 
and  who^flerwards  went  to  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  where  he 
nutt  have  been  retouched  by  the  wand  of  Hebe,  {Mr.  P. 
was  under  the  erroneoua  impreaaton  that  he  was  now  an 
inhabitant  of  Ohio,]  it  to  be  placed  upon  the  penaion 
roll  solely  on  account  of  bit  old  age,  and  is  to  continue 
■  pensioner,  no  mortal  man  can  tell  how  long.  He  has 
passed  the  usual  time  of  dying,  and  is  now  ta  likely  to 
Jive  a  thousand  years  as  one  dsy. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  refers  to  the  action  of 
the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  aid  him  tn  hia  argument. 
There  id  act  of  incorporation  was  hurried  through  both 
branches  to  enable  a  man  who  was  ««  extremis  to  give 
away  hia  property  to  some  institution,  religious,  perhaps, 
that  was  capable  of  receiving  it  before  he  died.  I  do 
not  see  the  bearing  of  the  case  citedi  but  if  what  has 
been  stated  be  in  all  respeela  true,  the  statute  of  mort- 
main ought,  if  it  ever  were  in  force  in  that  Slate,  to  be 
re*enacted. 

I  cannot,  oat  of  course,  and  in  violation  of  our  own 
rules,  vote  to  pension  a  nwn  whose  claim  Is  exclusively 
founded  upon  extreme  old  ige.  Let  it  be  understood 
that  lonirevity  is  to  constitute  hereaner  a  claim  fori  pen- 
sion, and  I  will,  if  I  ah(Hild  be  a  member  of  the  next 
Congreas,  (an  event,  perhaps,  not  very  probable,  more 
especially  if  I  should  not  be  a  candidate  for  re-election,) 
^  present  to  you  pension  applicaliont  tn  abundancet 
for  I  eoTTie  from  a  portion  of  the  eonntry  the  most 
heshhy  of  any  in  the  world,  and  where  the  people  live 
almost  forever. 

Mr.  RKNCHER  moved  to  lay  the  report  and  accom- 
panying documents  on  the  tablet  which  motion  was  re- 
jected . 

_Mr.  STORBR  then  withdrew  hia  motion  to  recommit, 
with  instriiciionst  and 

Mr.  REED  moved  to  commit  the  report  and  docu* 
nentt  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

l^e  motion  prevailedi  and  the  report  and  docofflenfs 
were  oominittea  tecordingly. 


PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  (he  morning  hour  was  the 
resolution  heretofare  offered  by  Mr.  C.  Alliit: 

"  Be  il  resohedt  That  a  select  committee  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  State  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency  of  making  to 
each  of  the  thirteen  original  American  States,  together 
with  each  of  the  States  of  Vermont,  Maine,  Kentucky, ' 
and  Tenneasee,  such  grants  of  the  public  lands,  for  the 
purposes  of  education,  as  will  correspond  in  a  just  pro- 
portion with  those  heretofore  made  in  favor  of  the  first- 
named  Slilet  and  Territoriet,  and  that  aiid  committee 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  But  to  avoid 
the  ob|eetlon  of  one  State  holding  land  in  another,  tbo 
commUlee  is  directed  to  insrrt  a  clause  tn  the  bill  which 
they  may  report,  providing  that  the  grants  to  be  made 
thereby  shall  be  subject  to  sale  under  the  laws  of  the 
General  Government  now  in  force,  and  that  the  proeceds 
arising  therefrom  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  States  en- 
titled to  the  aame." 

To  which  resolution  Mr.  Vistoh  heretofore  offered 
the  following  amendment; 

"  Reutlvedt  That  the  said  inquirr  extend  to  sll  the  Stitet, 
and  that  the  said  committee  be  further  inatrocted  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  inserting  a  clause  in  said 
bill  to  pay  said  new  States  the  value  of  the  improvementa 
made  by  them  on  the  public  lands,  or  to  pay  to  tbem 
the  amount  the  public  nnda  would  have  been  aisened 
for  taxes,  if  they  had  been  private  property.'* 

Hr.  JoRiTsos,  of  Louisiana,  heretofore  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  '*  by  extending  its  provisions  to  all 
the  States  of  the  Union." 

To  which  amendment  Mr.  CtiiBORffs,  of  Mississippi, 
heretofore  offered  the  following  amendment; 

"And  provided  that  no  such  grants  ahall  interfere 
with  or  he  located  upon  the  claim  or  Improvement  61 
any  actual  settler  on  the  public  lands." 

Mr.  LANE,  who  wts  entitled  to  the  floor,  having  risen 
to  address  the  House — 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  requested  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana to  yield  the  floor  For  a  moment,  to  enable  him  to 
oWtT  a  modification  of  the  first  part  of  the  preamble 
thereto,  by  substituting  the  word  "  grants,"  for  "  do- 
nations." 

Mr.  LANE  having  declined  yielding  the  floor,  the 
Speaker  said  the  modification  pould  not  now  be  nude. 

Mr.  L.  then  addressed  the  House  at  some  length  in 
opposition  to  the  resolution.  The  resolution  (he  said) 
proceeded  upon  the  supposition  that  nine  of  the  new 
States,  together  with  one  Territory,  had  received  up- 
wards of  eleven  milliona  of  acres  of  the  public  lands  as  a 
donation.  This  propoaition  was  either  true  or  it  was 
untrue.  If  it  was  true,  he  contended  it  was  uneqiisl  and 
unjust,  so  far  as  \\  regarded  the  new  States.  If  it  wat 
not  true,  it  wat  a'n  insult  offered  to  those  nine  States 
and  the  suffering  and  bleeding  Territory  of  Florida,  at 
well  as  the  members  who  represent  those  States  on  ihia 
floor.  The  resolution  proposed  to  give  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  public  lands  to  the  seventeen  old  Ststesi  and 
this  was  unjust,  because,  by  this  proposition,  the  land 
was  to  be  meted  out  to  the  old  States,  accordii^  to  their 
population  at  the  preaent  timet  and,  when  the  new 
States  had  received  their  portion,  they  did  not  number 
one  third  their  present  population.  According  to  this 
apportionment,  Maryland,  with  a  popuUtion  of  only  half 
a  million,  would  receive  more  of  these  lands  than  Indiana 
with  eight  hundred  thousand  citizena,  and  more  than 
Ohio  with  a  million  and  a  half.  And  Kentucky,  with  a 
much  smaller  population,  would  receive  more  than  In- 
diana or  Ohio.  It  would  be  unjust  to  cartr  thia  resolu- 
tion into  effect,  beotute  the  teiulrmnUMf  loathe  new 
States  wen  not  only»siim«dywi«k>U^(^latiofi  uf 
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the  Sutei  wM.sfrall.  but  when  the  landt  were  an  un* 

broken  wilJerncH,  when  there  were  no  roadi,  no  millB, 
no  meeling-houKf,  no  Gchool-hoiiies,  and  were  only  in- 
habited by  wild  beasts  and  the  roving  lavageB.  But 
now,  when  all  the  comforts  of  life  were  to  be  found  in 
the  vicinity  of  those  lands,  the  old  States  were  to  come 
in  for  a  portion  of  them,  equal  to  those  granted  to  the 
new  StatcB.  WhoraisedtheTalueof  tboselands?  Those 
who  remained  at  home  in  eaap,  comfort,  and  luxury,  or 
those  hardy  pioneen  who  went  UUo  the  wilderness,  sub- 
dued tbeHivage,  and  made  it  smile  and  blossom  astherose> 
The  old  States  by  this  reiolution,  were  to  come  in  for 
a  share  of  these  lands,  when  they  were  not  only  easy  of 
access,  but  when  their  value  was  raised  by  the  enterprise 
and  industry  of  the  citizens  of  the  new  States.  This 
Mr.  L.  considered  unjust. 
Was  it  true,  or  was  it  untrue,  that  these  lands  were 

SiTcntothe  new  States  as  a  donation?  He  always  un- 
eratood  that  a  donation  was  a  gift,  and  not  founded 
upon  any  considerations  but  those  of  kindred  or  afTec- 
tion.  Every  thing  which  was  founded  upon  contracts, 
however  trifling  llie  considerstion,  vas  a  valuable  cnn- 
sideratien,  snd  was  equally  binding  on  the  parlies,  rc- 
gardlcis  of  the  amount  of  the  consideration.  Then,  was 
the  propotition  true,  that  the  new  States  received  these 
lands  as  a  donation?  He  proceeded,  then,  to  show  that 
they  had  not  received  an  acre  of  land,  except  by  a  con- 
tract founded  upon  a  bona  Jlde  conaideration,  and  read 
extracts  from  the  ordinance  admitting  Ohio,  &c.  into  the 
Union,  in  support  of  bis  position.  Mr.  L.  said  that  by 
this  ordinance  it  would  be  seen  that  tbe  lands  had  been 
received  by  the  new  Slates,  on  tbe  condition  that  they 
would  not  tax  the  public  lands  while  belonging  to  the 
Government,  and  for  five  yean  after  their  salet  and  that 
the  Govemment  should  retain  tbe  salt  springs  and  all 
minerals  found  thereon. 

Mr.  L.  had  not  concluded  hit  renurks  when,  the  hour 
having  elapied,  Mr.  R.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

Hr.  YELL,  by  consent,  offered  an  amendment  to  tbe 
above  retoluttont  In  order  tliat  Uie  aanie  might  be  print* 
ed. 

And,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Y.,  the  resolution,  with  kll  the 
pending  amendment^  were  ordered  to  be  printed  to> 
gether. 

MILITARY  TACTICS. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  it  was  with  extreme  reluc- 
tance that  he  intruded  himself  on  the  attention  of  the 
House  at  this  partiouhr  time,  but  be  for  some  time  bad 
had  in  bia  possession  two  Important  resolutions,  which  he 
was  anxious  to  olfer,  and  which  would  not  create  any 
present  debate.  He  asked  that  they  be  read  for  tbe  in- 
formation of  the  Rouse. 

Mr.  JARVIS  having  objected  to  the  reading  of  the 
same, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  for 
that  purposei  whicli  motion  prevailed. 

The  resolutions  were  then  read,  as  follows ; 

Beacb)^  That  the  Committee  on  UTe  Militia  be  di- 
rected  (o  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  to  be 
published,  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  an  edi- 
tion of  the  work  of  General  Macomb  and  Major  Cooper, 
on  Tactics,  Etc.,  sufficient  to  furnish  each  commiuioned 
militia  olF.eer  in  the  United  States  with  a  copy. 

Rnolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be 
directed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  eaunng  an  ex- 
amination to.be  made,  by  a  board  of  officers  of  rank -and 
experience,  of  the  improvements  in  firearms  by  Cochran, 
Hall,  Coll,  and  Baron  Hackets,  so  aa  to  exhibit,  in  tabu- 
lar statements,  the  advantages  of  each  in  all  important 
military  pointa  of  view,  and,  especially, 

1.  Celeriiy  of  Are. 


3.  Efficiency  of  fire. 

3.  Extent  of  recoil. 

4.  Simplicity  and  eheapneas  of  construction. 

5.  Durability. 

6.  Saving  in  ammunition  and  appendage*. 

7.  inconvenience  from  heated  birrela  in  rapid  flriif. 

8.  Number  of  charges  which  may  be  eanied  by  an  in- 
fantry soldier. 

9.  Advantuges  when  used  sgainst  a  charge  by  cavalry. 

10.  Advantages  when  used  by  cavalry. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  moved  a  suspension  of  tbe 
rule  to  enable  bim  to  offer  the  said  resolutions;  whick 
motion  waa  rejected.    So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

STATB  OF  MICHIGAN. 

Hr.  THOMAS  askol  the  general  consent  of  tbe 
House  to  take'up  the  bill  from  tbe  Senate,  then  lyii^os 
the  Speaker's  table,  entitled  **  An  aet  to  provide  forthi 
admission  of  the  State  of  Uichigan  into  the  Union,  opoa 
sn  equal  footing  with  the  original  Stales.*'  Oly'eeti» 
being  made, 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  a  suapcnsion  oftheraVi 
for  the  purposr;  which  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  l)9,nonS. 

The  bill  waa  then  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Hr.  THOMAS  said  he  was  nutrueted  by  tbe  Conout. 
tee  on  the  Judiciary  to  move  that  the  furthercontidentioa 
of  this  bill  be  postponed  until  Tuesday  next,  and  that  it  be 
made  the  special  order  for  that  day,  and  each  succeed- 
ing day  thereafter,  Fridays  and  Saturdays  excepted, 
from  and  aHer  the  liour  of  one  o'clock,  until  disposed  of, 

Mr.  T.  remarked  that  it  was  proper  be  should  take 
that  occasion  to  say  that,  in  the  Judiciary  Conmiltee, 
aa  waa  doubtleu  tbe  case  in  that  House,  there  vu  a 
wide  difference  of  opinioa  as  to  the  mode  of  action  the 
House  itself  should  adopt.  In  disposing  of  this  bil^  when 
it  should  come  up  for  consideration.  Hr.  T.  was  about 
proceeding,  when 

The  CHAIR  interposed,  and  reminded  the  gentleann 
that  the  motion  was  not  debateable. 

Hr.  ROBERTSON  moved  that  the  bill  be  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  atate  of  tbe  Union, 
and  be  made  tbe  special  order  of  tbe  day  for  Tuetdiy 
next, 

llie  CHAIR  remarked  that  the  moUon  to  posipoo* 
look  precedence. 

Mr.  JARVIS  inquired  whether,  if  the  bill  should  be 
committed,  it  would  be  competent  for  a  bare  majMity 
of  the  House  to  take  it  up  and  consider  it. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  be  competent  for 
tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Umon, 
when  in  committee,  to  take  it  upi  and  it  would  be  com- 
petent for  ft  majority  of  the  House  to  go  into  ComrnXM 
of  the  Whole  upon  this  when  all  the  otKer  orders  on  Um 
Speaker's  table  had  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HARDIN  wished  to  make  a  single  remsrk.  Tbe 
bill  involved  sn  appropriation,  inasmuch  as  it  provided 
that  Michigan  should  receive  her  portion  of  the  surphi) 
money.  Now,  whether  the  bill  should  be  considered  by 
tbe  House  as  embracing  an  appropriation  or  not,  Hr.  H> 
considered  it  virtually— 

The  CHAIR  said  he  wu  compelled  to  arrest  debate. 
The  motion  to  make  the  bill  the  special  order,  thereby 
giving  it  precedence  over  all  other  business,  being  one 
of  priority,  could  not,  under  tbe  rules,  be  debated.  He 
added  that  it  would  require  a  vote  of  two  thirda  to  cany 
the  motion. 

Mr,  ADAMS  expressed  a  hope  that  that  motion  wnuU 
prevail. 

The  queitioD,  being  uken,  was  lost:  Ayes  99,  aeei 
Tl— not  two  thirds. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Robibtsov,  to  oHmiHt,  tbeo  R* 
curring— 

Mr.  THOMAS  ro«^|,i^iG|«,^,g^^I 
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pose,  M  it  WM  then  his  wish,  not  to  interpose  between 
the  busioeu  of  the  lloiuei  and  he  thererore  ntored  to 
postpone  the  further  conMderation  of  this  bill  until  Tues- 
day next. 

This  motion  took  precedence  of  the  other. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  ssid  he  would  state,  in  s  few  words, 
tiie  grounds  upon  which  he  bad  nude  the  motioa  to 
eonunit.  It  was  not  with  a  view  to  produce  a  protract* 
ed  debate,  but  because  it  appeared  to  him  that  a  bill  of 
•ueb  magnitude  as  this,  providing  for  the  admisnon  of  a 
State  into  the  Union,  demanded  such  a  commitment  if 
nnj  bill  ever  did.  If  bills  ef  this  character  were  not  to 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  be  could  imagine  no  bill  deterring  to  be 
committed  to  that  committee. 

But  there  wu  an  additional  reason.  The  bill,  though 
not  in  direct  terms,  did,  in  substance,  contain  a  provis- 
ion for  an  appropriation  of  public  moneyt  for  it  placed 
the  SUte  of  Michigan,  in  regard  to  the  distribution  of 
tbe  surplus  treasure,  upon  the  same  footing  with  the 
^  other  States.  What  was  the  effieet  of  Uut  provtdon? 
Tbe  right  to  receive  a  large  portion  of  the  public  mo* 
ney,  with  the  posslbilitf  that  not  one  dollar  of  it  would 
ever  be  demanded  back  again  t  thereby,  in  effect,  con- 
templatinga  final  disposition  of  it.  Upon  that  ground, 
be  moved  that  tbe  bill  be  committed  to  atlommittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to;  Ayes  95, 
noes  not  counted. 

The  CHAIR,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  a  member, 
Bud  that  wlien  the  bill  came  up  on  Tuesday,  it  would  be 
i^n  to  all  the  other  motions  made  that  day. 

Tbe  Hoose  then  paased  to  tbe  private  orders,  and 
took  up  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  representatives  of 

WILLIAM  ANDERSON. 
I'be  debate  was  continued  by  Mesnw.  SHIELDS,  EV- 
ERETT, and  WARD,  when 

I  Mr.  HOWELL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  order* 
ing  tbe  bill  to  be  engroaaedt  which  were  ordered,  and 
were:  Tcaa  53,  na^s  96.    So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Some  other  private  business  was  traosactedi  after 
whicb. 

The  Hou»  adjourned. 

Moanar,  Jihoabt  9. 
FOREIGN  AUTHORS. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  said  he  was  desirous  to  make 
the  general  inquiry,  whether  any  member  of  tbe  Bouse 
was  charged  with  a  petition  from  the  authors  of  Great 
Britain  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  If  any 
gentleman  was  charged  with  such  a  petition,  he  (Mr. 
A.)  had  nothing  further  to  statet  be  did  not  know  but 
that  tbe  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
[Mr.  CiXBULKVe]  bad  such  a  petition  in  his  bands. 

Mr.  A.  ezptaiDed  that  bis  reason  for  making  the  in- 
quiry was,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  a  respecta- 
ble person  in  England,  Miss  Harriet  Martineau,  enclo. 
ring  a  printed  address  or  petition  from  certain  author*  of 
Creat  Britain  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statest  and 
althougli  the  requeat  wai  very  distinct  that  he  would  fa- 
vor the  object  of  the  petition,  yet  no  positive  requeat 
was  made  that  he  would  preient  it.  As  the  petition  was 
merely  a  printed  paper,  without  any  signature,  be  did 
not  feel  biraself  at  liberty  to  present  it,  if,  as  he  pre- 
sumed, there  was  in  the  possession  of  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  who  would  present  it,  a  petition  regu- 
larly signed. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENQ  said  he  had  no  such  paper  in  his 
poiaesston. 

And  as  it  did  not  appear  that  any  other  memhrr  was 
ctutrged  with  the  presentatim  of  the  same,  Mr.  ADAMS 
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said  be  would  wait  another  week  or  twoi  and  if  a  formal 
petition  should  not  be  presented  by  that  time,  he  would 
present  tbe  one  which  had  been  forwarded  to  him. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  ADAMS  offered  to  present  the  petition  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  women,  whom  he  stated  to  be  the 
wives  and  daughters  of  his  immediate  constituenti^  V^J' 
ing  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia! and  moved  that  the  petition  be  read. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  injected  to  its  reception. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that,  in  reference  to  tbe  reception 
of  the  petition,  he  did  not  know  that  he  bad  any  <dMer> 
vations  to  nuke,  except  that  he  considered  that  tbe 
obligation  rested  on  the  House  to  receive  this  petition, 
and  he  felt  himself  bound  by  his  duty  to  present  it. 

Mr.  BOON  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He  would 
inquire  whether,  under  the  rule,  a  petition  could  be  do- 
baled  on  the  day  of  its  presentation. 

The  SPE.\KEK  said  that,  under  a  decision  made  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  which  had  been  sanc- 
tioned by  a  lai^  majority  of  the  House,  ibe  question  of 
"reception"  was  not  included  in  the  45lh  rule,  and  that 
therefore  it  was  debateuble  at  the  time  the  petition  was 
presented. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  bad  not  expected  that  any  ob- 
jection would  have  been  made  to  the  reception  of  this 
petition,  inaamuch  as  one  petition  of  a  rimiw  eharaeter, 
presented  by  himself,  had  already  been  received.  At 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  after  much  consideration 
and  debate,  it  had  been  decided,  as  formally  as  any  thing 
could  be,  that  petitions  of  this  description  should  b« 
received!  and  the  House  had  made  a  special  order  as 
to  the  manner  In  which  they  should  be  treated  after 
they  had  been  received.  Be  conwdcred  that  that  pre- 
cedent was  good,  at  least  so  far  as  that  the  petition 
should  be  reeeived.  The  decision  of  tbe  House  at  tbe 
last  session  of  Congress  went  quite  far  enou|[h  towards 
suppressing  the  right  of  petition  in  the  citizen,  and 

?|uile  far  enough  towards  the  suppreswon  of  tbe 
reedom  of  speech  in  this  House.  It  wu  propo- 
sed now  to  go  one  step  further:  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Geoi^ia  went  to  settle  the  question, 
that  a  petition  so  interesting  and  imporunt  as  the 
one  under  discussion  could  be  presented,  and  should 
not  be  received — a  proposition  directly  in  the  face  of 
the  constitution  itself.  Now,  he  hoped  that  the  people 
of  this  country  wuuld  be  spared  the  mortification  and 
the  ii^ustice  and  the  wrong  which  would  be  ioOicted 
upon  them  by  their  immediate  reprcscotatives,  by  • 
decinon  that  such  petitions  shoold  not  be  received. 
No  such  example  bad  been  Riven.  It  wa^  indeed,  true 
that  aU  discussion,  all  freedom  of  speech,  all  freedom 
of  the  press,  on  this  subject,  had,  within  the  last  twelve 
months,  been  violently  assailedt  and  assailed,  too,  in 
every  form  in  which  the  liberties  of  the  pei^le  could 
be  assailed.  This  was  tbe  truth.  He  had  lamented  tbe 
decisions  and  determination  ^  tlft  Bouse  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  even  so  far  as  tbey  went.  He  con- 
udered  them  as  outrages  on  the  constitution  of  tbe 
country  and  on  the  freedom  of  the  people.  The  pres- 
ent proposition  proposed  to  go  one  step  further,  lie 
hoped  that  step  would  not  be  taken,  and  that  it  would 
not  receive  the  sanction  of  that  House.  It  was  alwaya 
in  the  power  of  the  House  to  reject  petitions,  after 
they  bad  been  consideredt  and  the  House,  by  a  large 
and  overwhelming  majority,  had  given  eridenee  enoupi 
to  the  country  that  they  had  no  dupoaition  to  favor 
petitions  of  this  character)  that  tbey  were  ready,  too 
ready,  to  state  their  views  against  such  petitions,  and 
to  reject  the  prayer  of  them.  Amongst  the  outrages 
that  would  be  endured  by  that  portion  of  the  people  of 
this  country  whose  a^irations  **(^^^^^  crcat- 
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«tt  improvement  tbkt  could  ponibly  be  effected  in  tbe 
condition  ot  the  huiDBn  r»ce — the  total  abolilion  of  sla- 
very  on  nrlh — that  of  calumny  was  one  of  tbe  tnott 
glaril^{.  Their  petttinw  were  not  only  to  be  treated 
witb  contempt,  ai  at  the  last  aeaiion  of  ConfrrcM,  but  tbe 
petitionera  tnemselvea  were  to  be  loaded  with  foul  and 
inbmoui  impatationi,  poured  upon  a  class  of  citizens  as 
-pare  and  is  virtuous  as  the  inbabltanlt  of  any  section  of 
tbe  Union.  Such,  he  bad  no  doubt,  were  the  petition- 
er! wboM  names  were  appended  to  the  present  peti- 
tion. They  were  femalet.  To  men  animated  by  that 
■entnoent  whteh  does  honor  to  human  nature,  this  hct 
alone,  in  his  opinion,  was  a  recommendation  for  tbe 
reception  of  the  petition. 

-  He  had  said  that  the  petition  was  signed  by  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  females,  the  wives  and  daughters  of  his 
immediate  constituents.  Tbey  were,  many  of  them, 
listers  and  mothers  of  his  constituents.  Every  member 
of  Uie  House  (said  Mr.  A.)  has,  or  had,  a  motheri  and 
he  appealed  to  tbe  feelingi  of  every  member  to  say 
whether.  In  tbe  whole  clan  of  human  affection^  there 
was  one  sentiment  more  honorable,  or  more  divested  of 
earthly  alloy,  than  that  which  every  man  must  entertain 
for  his  mother.  K^t  him  put  a  case,  and  suppose  that 
the  own  mother  of  any  member  of  tbe  House  was  one 
of  tbe  petitioners.  He  (Mr.  A.)  would  ask  that  mem- 
ber whether  be  woqM  reject  ana  turn  the  petition  out 
of  doors,  and  say  that  he  would  not  even  hear  it  read? 
The  petition  was  perfectly  respectful  In  Its  terms  and 
langusg«;  it  consisted  of  nothing  more  than  four  or  five 
lines,  which  could  be  read  in  half  a  minute.  What! 
(•aid  Mr.  A.,)  do  I  speak  to  men?  and  do  they  siy  that 
they  will  not  even  listen  to  a  petition  coming  from  such 
a  source?  What  had  he,  or  this  House,  to  fear  from 
female  petitioners?  Were  insurrection,  and  bloodshed, 
and  slaughter,  to  be  apprehended  from  the  petition  of 
women?  There  was  no  such  disposiliont  there  wis 
nothing  of  in  inflammatory  character  or  tendency  con- 
tained in  the  petition  itself.  He  hoped  that  the  gentle- 
man who  had  objected  to  its  reception  would  withdraw 
his  objection.  He  hoped  so,  for  the  Mke  of  that  gen- 
tleman's character  as  a  mini  for  the  take  of  bis  charac- 
ter as  a  aoni  and  he  hoped  that  no  aenaelessor  cowardly 
influence  would  deter  that  genilemin  from  dcring  justice 
to  these  females,  so  far  as  to  allow  tbe  petition  to  be  re- 
ceived without  objection. 

Mr.  GLA3C0CK  said  it  was  well  known  what  posi- 
tion be  had  taken  on  this  question  during  tbe  tut 
session  of  Congresst  and  if,  on  the  present  occasion,  he 
were  ttf  accede  to  the  propontion  of  the  gentlemsn  from 
Massachusetts,  which,  however,  he  had  no  dispontion  to 
do,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with,  and  an  entire  aban- 
donment of,  tbe  principle  which,  at  that  time,  he  and 
those  acting  witb  him  bid  assumed.  In  reference  to 
the  female  petitionera,  to  whom  tbe  gentleman  bad  so 
eloquently  alluded,  he  would  say  that  no  man  would 
show  or  psy  higher  regard  to  a  petition  coming  from 
such  a  quarter,  on  a  proper  subject,  than  he  (Mr.  G.) 
would  show.  But,  from  the  course  pursued,  and  the 
scenes  presented  at  the  last  session,  and  from  indications 
at  tbe  present,  it  was  time  that  all  those  members  of 
tbe  House,  who  believed  they  had  tbe  constitutional 
right  to  reject  these  petitions,  should  now  exercise  that 
privilege  which  tbey  conceived  to  be  secured  to  them 
by  the  constitution,  ind  to  have  their  votes  recorded 
gainst  petitions  of  thb  character. 

If  this  were  a  new  subject,  upon  which  tbe  sense  of 
this  House  hid  never  been  taken,  and  a  petition,  emana- 
ting A-om  such  a  source,  had  been  presented,  he  would 
have  responded  to  it  as  promptly  as  any  member  on  the 
floor.  But  did  not  the  gentlenMn  from  Uassachusetts 
know  that,  even  if  the  petition  had  been  received,  it 
Would,  by  tbe  almost  unanimous  rote  of  tbe  House, 


without  being  read,  and  without  action  of  my  kind  be- 
ing had  upon  it,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  where,  as  tte 
gentleman  bimielf  bad  once  said,  it  would  sleep  "in  the 
tomb  of  all  tbe  CapuletaP*  It  was  indeed  true  that  Ike 
petition  had  emanated  from  wives,  and  miUKrab  •nd 
daugbterit  but  be  must  say  that  be  doubled  wry  jMseh 
whether  all  petitions  of  this  nature  were  oat  preaenled 
for  effect  of  some  kind  or  other,  and  that  these  ftmsirs 
were  improperly  influenced  by  men  in  tbe  commiHiity 
in  wbicb  they  resided.  The  gentlemin  bad  said  thai 
those  who  had ,  mothers  and  daughters  oi^t  to 
some  regard  to  this  petition,  otherwise  it  would  be  to 
treat  them,  as  it  were,  with  disrespect.  If  he  (Mr.  G.) 
were  situated  as  was  the  gentleman  from  Msssnchnsetis^ 
had  seen  the  many  votes  which  liad  been  taken  on  this 
subject,  and  been  a  witness  to  tbe  excilement  which 
had  been  produced  by  means  of  similar  appKeatiemb 
bis  (Mr.  G's)  language  to  a  mother  and  a  daogfatet 
would  have  been  very  difTerent  from  tbe  hf^uage  ef 
that  gentknaa.  He  (Mr.  G.)  would  have  told  the* 
that  their  petitim  might  be  just  and  right,  aeeotdingto 
tbe  views  of  those  by  whom  they  were  immedialcly  sor- 
rounded,  yet  that  tbey  ought  not  to  raise  their  rmoes  at 
this  time;  that  their  petitions  were  creating  an  czcttement 
which  ought  to  be  put  clown,  and  be  wouM  adviae  Ihem 
to  pause  in  their  course.  Did  the  gentlciBan  from  Ms*. 
sacbusetis,  in  appealing  to  the  feelings  of  tbe  BMar. 
luppoae  that  tbe  people  of  the  South  were  not  as  mch 
entitled  to  sympathy  as  those  who  were  leas  ddteate^ 
placed?  In  the  mind  of  any  reflecting  man,  eoald  aay 
good  result  from  the  reception  of  these  petitionaf  Tfacv 
were  not  to  be  acted  upon,  and  no  good  couM  rcaalt 
from  their  presentstion,  though  evil  might. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  thought  proper 
(o  advise  him,  (Mr.  G.,)  for  tbe  sake  of  his  cbaracier  as 
a  man,  to  withdraw  his  objection.  Were  he  to  do  so, 
he  would  prove  recreant  not  only  to  his  own  feeliag% 
but  to  tbe  feelings  of  thousands  who  sent  him  here,  ud 
whose  interests  he  represented.  His  only  object  was, 
that  those  who  agreed  with  him  that  the  petition  sboirid 
not  be  received  might  have  an  opportunity  of  recording 
their  votes,  and  of  showing  what  their  course  was  to  be. 
He  wished  to  have  a  vote  on  the  direct  qaeatien»  **  ShaU 
the  petition  be  reedved^'  so  that  those  who  bdenad 
tbey  had  the  constitutionBl  ri^t  to  rcjeet  it  might,  by 
their  vote,  record  that  opinioD  on  tbe  journals  «f  tke 
House. 

Mr.  PARKS  said  that,  believing  this  discusnon  could 
be  productive  of  no  good,  but  might  be  productive  of 
evil,  he  would  move  that  the  preliminiry  motion  on  tbe 
reception  of  the  petition  be  laid  on  the  tjUile. 
''  In  reply  to  in  inquiry  from  Mr.  GLASCOCK, 

Tbe  SPEAKEB  siid  that  the  effhct  of  this  OMtion,  if 
carried,  would  be  simply  to  arrest  the  action  of  the 
House  on  the  petition,  and  not  to  Uy  the  petition  ttsctf 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  KEED  called  for  tbe  yeu  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion; which  were  ordered,  snd.  being  taken,  were:  Vcas 
ISO,  nays  69. 

So  the  preliminary  motion  was  laid  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that,  if  he  had  understood  the  dea* 
aion  of  the  Speaker- in  this  case,  it  was  not  the  petitioB 
itself  which  was  luid  on  tbe  table,  but  tbe  motion  to  re- 
ceive. Now,  in  order  to  save  the  time  of  the  House,  be 
wished  to  give  notice  that  he  should  call  up  that  motioa 
for  decision  every  day,  so  long  as  he  should  be  permitted 
to  do  so  by  tbe  House;  because  be  shoold  not  connder 
his  duty  accomplished  so  long  as  the  petition  was  not  re* 
ceived,  and  so  long  as  the  House  had  not  decided  thai  H 
would  not  receive  it.  This  was  an  operation  te  whldi 
he  could  not  consent. 

Mr.  PINCKNBT  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and  in- 
quired  if  there  wu  "Of^i  •l|re?^5"©(^te 
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The  SPEAKER  Mid  be  had  underetuod  the  geatle- 
nun  from  Masnchuaetu  u  merely  ^i'\ng  notice  o7«  mo- 
tkm  hereafter  to  be  made.  In  doing  so,  it  certainly  waa 
not  in  order  to  enter  into  debate. 

Mr.  AUAHS  laid  that,  n  long  ai  freedom  of  apeech 
wia  allowed  to  him  at  a  member  of  that  Hoiiw»  be 
woold  call  ap  that  question  until  it  should  be  decided. 

[Ur.  Anixa  waa  called  to  order.] 

Mr.  A.  Mid  be  would  then  have  the  honor  of  present- 
ing to  the  House  the  petition  of  328  women,  the  wives 
and  daughters  of  bis  immediate  constituentit  and,  as  a 
paK  nS  tne  speech  which  he  intended  to  make»  he  would 
take  tb«  liberty  td  mding  the  petition.  It  was  not 
long,  and  would  not  consume  nracn  time. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  pe- 
tition. 

Mr.  ADAMS  proceeded  to  read  that  the  petitioners, 
inhabitants  of  South  Weymoulh.  in  the  Slate  of  Mssm* 
chusetts,  impresaed  with  **tbe  ainfulnen  of  slavery,  and 
keenly  aKnered  by  its  existence  in  n  part  of  our  coun- 
try orer  wnieh  Congreai"— 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  Had 
the  gentleman  from  Masuchusetti  a  rigb^  under  the 
rale,  to  read  the  petition^ 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  HasHchu- 
■etts  had  a  right  to  make  a  ststement  of  tbe  contents  of 
tbe  petition. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  desired  the  decision  of  the  Speaker 
M  to  whether  a  gentleman  bad  a  right  to  read  a  petition. 

Mr.  ADAMS  Mid  he  waa  reading  tbe  petition  as  a 
part  of  his  tpeech,  and  he  took  this  to  be  one  of  the 

Eririleges  of  a  member  of  the  House.    It  was  a  privi- 
!ge  which  he  would  exercise  till  he  should  be  deprived 
of  it  by  some  positive  act. 

The  SPEAKER  repeated  that  the  gentleman  from 
MsMachuaetta  had  a  r^ht  to  make  a  bnef  statement  of 
the  contents  of  Uie  petition.  It  was  not  for  tbe  Speaker 
to  decide  whether  that  brief  statement  should  be  made 
in  the  gentleman's  own  language,  or  whether  he  should 
look  over  tbe  petition,  and  uke  bia  statement  from  that. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  At  tbe  time  my  friend  from  South  Ca- 
oltna — 

The  SPEAKER  ssid  the  gentleman  must  proceed  to 
■tate  tbe  coolents  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    I  am  doing  so,  sir. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.    Not  in  tbe  opinion  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ADAH3.    T  was  at  this  point  of  the  petition: 

"Keenly  aggrieved  by  its  existence  in  a  part  of  our 
•ountry  over  which  Congress  poasesses  exelusire  juris- 
diction in  all  cases  whatever''-^ 

Loud  crieafrf  "  Order!  order!" 

Mr.  A.  proceeded: 

*'Do  most  earnestly  petition  your  honorable  body" — 
Mr.  CHAMBERS)  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded: 
Iminediately  to  abofisb  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia"— 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  reiterated  his  call  to  order,  and 
tbe  Speaker  told  Mr.  Ai>axs  to  lake  his  seat. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded,  (with  great  rapidity  of  enuncia- 
tion and  in  a  very  loud  tone  of  voice;) 

*'  And  to  declare  every  human  being  free  who  sets 
foot  upon  its  soil." 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  insisted  on  his  point  of  order,  and 
the  Speaker  ajiain,  with  great  earncstneu  of  manner, 
XtAA  the  gentleman  from  HasMcbuselts  to  take  his  seat. 

Whereupon  Mr.  A.  yieUed  the  floor. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  then  sUted  his  point  of  order.  Tbe 
rule  of  the  House  provided  that  every  member,  on  pre> 
senting  a  petition,  should  state  briefly  the  substance  of 
it.  Could  that  rule  be  evaded  by  any  gentleman  who 
chose  tu  avow  that  he  would  read  tbe  petition  as  a  {nrt 


of  hia  speech  f  He  would  be  the  last  man  in  the  wwld 
to  disturb  any  gentleman  in  his  remarks,  but  he  thought 
this  course  entirely  out  of  order.  ' 

Tbe  SPEAKER  read  tbe  rule  of  tbe  House  applicable 
to  the  question.   It  Is  as  follows: 

Rule  45. — Petitions,  memorisis,  and  other  papers 
addressed  to  tbe  House,  shall  be  presented  by  the 
Speiker,  or  by  a  member  in  his  plaeei  a  brief  statement 
of  tbe  contents  thereof  shall  verbally  be  made  by  the  in- 
troducer, and  shall  not  be  debated  or  decided  on  the  day 
of  their  being  first  read,  ualen  where  the  House  riiall 
direct  otherwise,  but  shall  lie  on  tbe  table,  to  be  taken 
up  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  read."  • 

Tbe  SPEAKER  Mid  he  would  |i^ve  bis  decimm  if  it 
should  be  insisted  oni  but  he  thought  mueh  time  might 
he  saved  by  not  pressing  a  decision  at  this  time,  because 
he  understood  that  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
had  gone  through  the  greater  part  of  the  contents  of  the 
petition. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  Mud  that  his  objection  was  as  to  tlM 
principle,  whether  a  member  had  a  right  to  read  a  peti- 
tion  as  a  part  of  his  speech.  He  insisted,  respectfully, 
on  having  the  decision  of  tbe  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  Mid  that  he  decided,  then,  ibat  it 
was  not  in  order  for  a  member  to  read  a  petition,  wheth- 
er it  wu  long  or  short.  By  tbe  provision  of  the  rule, 
whatever  petition  a  member  might  present,  he  wm 
bound  to  make,  verbally,  **  a  brief  sutement  of  the  con- 
tenis."  It  would  be  an  abuse  of  the  intent  of  the  ruto 
for  a  member  to  rite  before  a  petition  was  received,  and 
when  its  reception  was  objected  to,  snd  proceed  (o  read 
a  long  memorial.  So  far  as  nte  principle  was  concerned, 
it  was  the  Mme  in  the  case  of  a  short  memorial  as  a  long 
onet  otherwise  the  rule,  which  looked  to  economy  in  the 
time  of  the  House,  would  be  a  nullity. 

Mr.  ADAMS  Mid  that,  as  he  intended  to  appeal  from 
the  deeiuon  of  the  Chair,  he  would  request  the  member 
from  Kentucky  to  reduce  his  point  of  order  to  writing, 
and  he  would  likewise  request  the  Speaker  to  reduce 
his  deeiuon  (o  writing.  He  appesled  from  any  decision 
which  went  to  establish  the  principle  that  a  member  of 
the  House  should  not  have  the  power  to  read  what  be 
chose.  He  had  never  before  beard  of  such  a  thing.  If 
this  practice  was  to  be  reversed,  let  tbe  decision  stand 
upon  record,  and  let  it  appear  how  entirely  the  freedom 
of  speech  was  suppressed  in  this  House.  If  the  reading 
of  a  paper  waa  to  be  suppressed  in  his  own  person,  so 
help  him  God,  be  would  only  consent  to  it  as  a  matter 
of  record. 

The  SPEAKER  repeated  the  grounds  of  his  decision, 
and,  Id  support  of  it,  read  from  Jefferaon's  Manual  a 
clause  eetting  forth,  in  substance,  **  that  a  member  had 
no  right  to  read  a  paper;  but  that  such  r^r  was  not 
practised  except  there  was  an  intentional  or  gross  abuse 
of  the  time  of  the  House.  Strictly,  also,  by  that  rule,  a 
member  could  read  his  own  speech.  If  written,"  &c. 
The  Speaker  Mid  bis  decision  was  founded  mainly  on 
the  45tb  rule  of  the  House,  which  required  that  a  "  brief 
sutement  of  the  contenu"  should  alone  be  made.  He 
was  of  opinion  that  it  was  an  invasion  of  this  rule  to  per- 
mit a  member,  as  matter  of  right,  lo  read  any  paper  he 
chose  to  present,  as  a  part  of  that  brief  statement. 

Mr.  PATTON  rose  to  ezpreM  his  concurrence  in  the 
decision  of  the  Speaker.  He  thought,  however,  it  would 
have  been  better  not  to  have  raised  (he  question  in  this 
form,  because,  subslanlially,  ihe  genlleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts would  eflect  bis  object  when  be  made  bis  speech 
on  the  question  of  **  reception;**  a  question  which  the 
House  bad  decided  to  be  debateable.  He  (bought  it 
would  be  better  not  to  consume  tbe  time  of  tbe  House 
in  the  discussion,  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  rrom  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  CHAxaana]  would  withdraw  h^  objection, 
and  not  appeal  from  Jff^tfe^J^(^<tI,^5^^ 
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Mr.  CHAMBBRS  mid  thfti,  iF  he  had  the  power  to  ap. 
peal,  he  did  not  intend  to  exercite  it.  But  ttie  gentle- 
man from  Vii^nia  [Mr.  Pattoit]  waa  miataken  as  tu  the 
prtetieal  effect  of  tbe  qucation  which  lee  (Hr.  C.)  bw) 
l^ed.  A  member  could  not  do  by  a  aidewind  thtt 
which  be  had  not  the  power  lo  do  directly.  There  waa 
no  member  of  (he  Houie  whom  he  would  indulge  ao 
mneh  on  a  aubject  as  the  gentleman  from  Maanehuaettai 
but  be  (Ifr.  C.)  thought  there  wat  an  imptwtant  prinei* 
pie  involvedi  which  ought  to  be  decided.  The  Rouae 
moat  cither  give  a  man  Ibe  right  to  read  every  thing  he 
liked,  or  they  roust  reitrtet  him  in  erery  inatance.  He 
eould  not  withdraw  hii  objection. 

The  point  of  order  waa  debated  further  by  Meuri. 
DRIG6S.  HARPER,  CHAMBERS,  and  ADAMS,  the 
latter  gentleman  contending  that,  inasmuch  lu  the  whole 
ctition  waa  in  five  lines,  be  eould  not  himself  give  ver- 
ally  •  more  "  brief  statement  of  the  contenU"  than  the 
pclilioB  itself  gave. 

The  SPEAKER  presented,  in  writing,  the  substance 
of  his  decision,  that  it  was  not  in  order  for  a  member  to 
read  the  whole  petition  if  objected  ti^  but  that  he  bad 
only  the  right  to  make  "ft  brief  atateroent  of  tbe  con- 
tents thereof." 

Hr.  ADAMS  laid  he  proposed  to  withdraw  hii  appeal, 
in  order  to  save  the  time  of  tbe  Houae,  if  tbe  gentleman 
from  Kentueky  would  perndt  him  to  complete  hit "  brief 
statement  of  the  oontcnta**  of  the  fwtition.  It  waa,  in- 
deed, so  brief,  that  lo  read  the  petition  in  ila  own  Ian* 
guage  was  the  briefest  statement  that  could  be  made. 

Mr.  A.  then  read  from  thepetilion  that  the  petitioners 
**  reapectfully  announced  thnr  intention  to  present  the 
same  petition  yearly  before  tbia  honorable  body,  that  it 
might  at  Icaat  be  a  memorial  in  the  holy  cause  of  human 
freedom,  that  they  had  done  what  tbey  could." 

Thete  words  were  read  amidst  lumultuoua  cries  fur 
order  from  every  part  of  tbe  House.  And  order  having 
at  length  been  restored, 

Mr.  ADAMS  withdrew  bis  appeal. 
The  question  then  recurred  on  the  objection  of  Mr. 
Gliscock  to  the  reception  of  ihe  petition. 

After  some  remarks  from  Hr.  DAWSON,  deprecating 
any  cxcitenient  on  the  subject,  and  condemning,  in 
strong  terms,  the  conduct  of  tbe  fanatics  in  agitating  it — 
Mr.  BOON  moved  to  lay  the  preliminary  motion  of  re- 
ception on  the  table. 

Mr,  GLASCOCK  uriced  the  House  (o  take  the  vote 
on  the  direct  question  of  reception. 

After  some  desultory  conversation  on  points  of  order, 
Mr.  BOON  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  the  preliminary 
motion  of  reception  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  A.  MANN  raid  tbai,  as  this  question  had  been 
moat  fully  discussed  at  (be  last  aeision  of  Congress,  and 
as  tbe  House  had  at  that  time  resolved  that  these  peti- 
tions ahould  be  laid  on  the  table  without  being  referred 
or  printed,  he  would,  to  aave  tbe  time  of  the  House,  call 
for  tbe  previous  question. 

And  tbe  House  seconded  the  callt  Ayes  114,  noea  not 
counted. 

And  the  House  determined  that  the  main  quntton 
ahould  now  be  put. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  the 
main  question i  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  •<  Shall  the  petition  be  receiv- 
ed?" waa  then  taken,  and  decided  io  tbe  affirmative,  as 
followsi 

Yut— Messrs.  Adams,  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Bailey, 
Beale,  Bean,  Bockec,  Bond,  Boon,  Burden,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Brigga,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  W.  B.  Cal- 
houn, Cambrcleng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey.  G.  Chambers, 
Chaney,  Chapin,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Clark,  Cleveland, 
Corwin,  Cramer,  Crane,  Gushing,  Cuahman,  Darlington, 
Denny,  Doubleday,  Evans,  Everett^  FkirGeld,  Farlin, 


Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  OtHet,  &«nger, 
Granttand,  Qrrnnell,  Haley,. J-  Hall,  H.  Hail,  Hamer, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  S.  &•  Harrison,  Haynes,  Hai^ 
tine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Hoar,  Hoh,  Howell,  HuUtyt 
Hunt,  Honthigton,  Infereoll,  Ingham,  Jmiea^  Janrls,  Gm 
Jdhnnttf  B.  Jones,  Ki%ore,  KTingensmiih,  Leae,  Lan- 
sing,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  O.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Liw* 
coin,  A.  Mann.  J.  Mann,  M.  Mason,  S.  Uaaon,  HcOartf, 
MeComaa,  McKay,  McKeannn,  McKeon,  Mil%nn,  Mimt- 
gomery,  Moore,  Mofgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owesa^  Png<k 
Parker,  Parks,  Patterson,  F.  Fierce,  D.  J.  Penrce,Pev> 
son,  Phelpa,Fhillipa.  Potts.  Reed.  J<AnReynohKJo«ph 
Reynolds,  Russell,  Sehenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  SiekWi^ 
Blade,  Sloane,  Smith,  Spragoe,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taf> 
lor,  J.  Thomson,  Toueey,  Turrill,  Tanderpoel,  Tmtm^ 
Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks  B-  Whil- 
,  tlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  8.  WilliamB,  Young— 137. 

Navb — Messn.  Ash,  AsMey,  Barton,  Bell,  BUek, 
Bouldln,  Buneh,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon,  Campbell,  John 
Chamber^  Chapman,  N.  H.  Cbibome,  J.  F.  H.  Chi> 
borne.  Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Davis,  DMnon,  Ikcbeny. 
Dmmgoole,  Dunlap,  Elmore,  Forester,  J.  Garland,  B. 
Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock.  Gndiam,  Gravea,  Oraysosi, 
Griffin,  Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hopkins.  Howard, 
Huntsman,  Jenifer,  R.  M.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson.  LtwW, 
L.  Lea.  Lewis,  Loyall,  Lueas^  Martin,  Maury,  Hagr» 
McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Patton,  P«i^;mr, 
Feyton,  Pickens,  Pinekney,  Reiieher,  RidMrdaon,  Bob- 
ertson,  Rogers,  W.  B.  Sbepard,  A.  H.  Sttepperdr 
Shields,  Btandefer,  Steele,  TaUaferre^  Thomas,  W. 
Thompson.  Underwood,  Washtagtoo,  Wbiti^  L.  WK. 
liams,  Yell-r4. 

So  tbe  petition  was  received.- 

Mr.  HATNE9  moved  that  the  pct'rtioa  be  laid  aa  tto 

table. 

Mr.  ADAUS  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  had 
preeedencet  and  Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeaa  wbA 
nays  on  that  reottoni  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  inquired  if  tbe  motion  ofthegenda* 
man  from  Georgia  [Mr.  H&tsis]  was  susceptible  of 
amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not. 

Hr.  PINCKNEY  asked  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
to  tfithdraw  hk  motion,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  sab- 
stilute  a  more  comprehennve  proposition;  the  (Aject  ol 
which  was  that  not  only  this  memorial,  but  all  oChen  of 
a  similar  character,  ahould  be  laid  on  tbe  table.  He  wish- 
ed to  offer  a  resolution  to  that  effect 

Mr.  HATKBS  aaid.  If  his  motion  waa  luseeptadc  of 
aueb  an  amendment,  he  was  willing  it  riMuld  be  made. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  such  an  anenduient  waa  not 
in  order. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  petition  oa 
the  table  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beaa,  Bell, 
Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brawn,  Buehanaa, 
Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cawbreleng, 
Campbell.  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  Geoi^  Chambers,  John 
Chambers,  Chancy,  Chapman.  Chapin,  Chetwood,  Na- 
thaniel H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne.  Cleveland, 
Coirs,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cusbman,  Davis.  Deber- 
ry.  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Donlap,  Efner.  Elmore, 
Fairfield,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Puller, 
Galbraith,  Jamea  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  Gillct,  Graham, 
Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Gnffin,  Joseph  Hal^  Ha- 
mer, Hannegan,  Harhm,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Haync^ 
Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Huntif^toiH 
Huntsman,  Jarvia,  Jenifer,- Riehwd  M.  Jobnaoo,  Cava 
Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Khngenarohb,  Laaa, 
Lao«ng.  mmrtf.  Ui^^j^ffe^^Jg^  Ut^ 
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Luke  Lei,  Leonard,  Lnytll.  Uicat,  Job  Mann,  Martin, 
Moaei  Mason,  Maury,  Miy,  HcComas,  HcKay<  McKeon, 
IfcKtm,  HcLenr,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Hoore, 
Moi^n,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Pa^,  Psrlca,- Patterion, 
Pattoo,  Franklin  Piercr,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelps, 
Pieken%  Pinekney,  Rencber,  John  Beyiu^  Joaeph 
Reyiwild^  RiehanlMn,  Robertaon,  Bnger^  Sehenck, 
S^mour,  Wiiriam  B.  Shtopard,  AuguMfne  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields^  Sbinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Standefer,  Steele,  Suth- 
erland, Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson, 
Toaeey,  .Torrill,  Undervood,  Vanderpoel,  Waifener, 
Wadiinftton,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Lewii  Williaiii^  Sberrad  Wilfiama^  Yell, 
Toong— 150. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey,  Beale, 
Bond,  Borden,  Briggii,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Childs, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Cuxhin^,  Dirlini^on,  Denny,  Bvans, 
Eirerett,  Gran^r,  Haley,  Hiland  Hall,  Hardin,  Harper, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Haseltine,  Henderson,  Hiester, 
Hoar,  Hunt,  Inf^rsoll,  Ingham,  Janes,  Lawrence,  Lin- 
coln, Samson  Mason,  McCarty,  McKennan,  Hilligan, 
Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Phillips.  Potts,  Reed, 
Russell,  Sladf,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Storer,  Vinton,  Ward- 
«n,  Eliiha  Whittlesey— 50. 

So  the  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  presented  a  third  petition,  From 
fbrtj  inhabitants  oF  the  town  of  Dover,  in  the  county  of* 
Norfolk,  Masaachosetls,  prayinj^  for  the  abolition  of  ala> 
rtry  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  moved  that  the  petition  be  read. 

Mr.  LAWLBR  objected  to  its  reception. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that  he  had  just  voted  against 
receiving  a  petition  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Manachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  but  he  had  been  overruled 
by  a  lai^  majority  of  the  House.  The  petition  was 
received,  and  laid  on  the  table,  there  to  sleep  the  sleep 
of  death.  No  sooner  is  this  done,  than  the  same  gentlC' 
man  offers  another  petition  of  the  tame  character,  pray- 
ing for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  coming  from  a  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Mssftachusells  represented  by  him.  t  have  been 
(said  Mr.  U.)  a  silent  witness  of  the  proceedings  had  at 
the  present  and  preceding  seariona  of  Congress  on  this 
exciting  subject)  but  I  now  rise  to  assign  a  few  reasons 
for  the  vote  I  have  just  given,  and  for  the  vote  which  1 
ibM  again  give  against  the  reception  of  the  petition  now 
presented. 

Slavery  in  the  United  Stales  exhibits  two  distinct  a«- 
pec*».  The  one  is  national,  the  other  local.  It  is  na- 
tional so  far  as  the  constitution  of  the  United  States 
makes  it  the  basis  of  representation  and  taxation,  by  re- 
quiring three  ftnhsofthe  slaves  to  be  added  to  the  whole 
number  of  free  persons.  It  ia  also  national  so  far  as  the 
eonatitulional  provision  requirei  those  slaves  who  escape 
and  flee  to  the  non-slaveholding  States  to  be  delivered 
opt  Bnd  so  f»r  aa  the  legialatton  of  Congress,  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  or  sny  other  article  of  the  constitution,  ope« 
rates  upon  the  subject.  It  is  local  so  far  as  the  legislation 
of  the  Stales  controls  the  subject.  The  constitutions 
and  taws  of  the  States  which  tolerate  slavery,  and  pre- 
acribe  the  treatment  of  the  slave,  defining  the  relationa 
he  bears  to  the  State  as  a  person,  and  those  between 
hire  and  a  master  as  property,  are  local.  Congress  has 
no  jurisdiction  over  these  local  regulationa,  and  can  no- 
where alter  or  abrogate  them,  unless  it  be  in  this  Dis- 
trict. The  laws  of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  which  have 
instituted  slavery  in  this  District,  and  which  now  uphold 
It,  are  local,  and  not  national.  Their  effeel  is  confined 
to  the  ten  miles  square,  and  they  operate  upon  the  peo- 
ple within  the  District  exclusively. 

Now,  sir,  I  desire  to  know  what  right  (for  I  shell  con- 
sider tfie  queition  as  one  of  right)  the  people  of  Mis- 
MuAusetti  have  to  petition  us  t*  repeal  or  nodify  the 


local  regulations  and  Taws  ^hich  do  not  operate  upon 
them,  or  within  their  territory,  but  which  go»em  a  dif- 
ferent  people,  who  do  not  complain,  and  who  may  be 
entirely  satiified,  and  wholly  opposed  to  any  change. 
We  are  told  that  we  most  receive  and  act  upon  this  and 
all  similar  petitiims,  lest  we  subvert  the  sacred  right  of 
petition.  I  deny  that  there  is  any  right  of  petition, 
where  the  grievance  complained  of  does  not  operate 
upon  the  petitionera.  I  admit  that  you  may  receive  any 
petition  through  courtesy,  without  regard  to  its  object 
or  the  quarter  whence  it  comeat  ann  in  the  general  It 
would  be  best  to  do  so.  But  the  attempt  is  made  to 
force  these  abolition  petitions  upon  the  consideration  of 
Congress  aa  a  matter  of  righti  ind  it  ia  against  that  at- 
tempt, upon  snch  a  pretext,  I  protest.  Sir,  these  peti. 
tioners,  as  I  ennceive,  are  offieipualy  intermeddling  with 
the  affairs  of  other  people,  when  they  had  better  mind 
their  own  business. 

If  the  people  of  Masasohusetts  are  dissatisfied,  and 
feel  aggrieved  by  the  existence  of  slavery  in  any  one  of 
its  national  aspects,  they  baVe  a  right  to  petition  for  re- 
drew; and  we  are  boutra,  whenever  petition!  come  be> 
fore  us,  as  of  right,  to  hear  their  complaints,  and  to  de- 
cide upon  them.  The  right  of  the  citizen  to  petition  la 
moral  and  political,  and  imposes  a  corresponding  obli- 
gation on  those  to  whom  the  petition  is  addressed  to 
hear  and  decide.  These  rights,  however,  are  not  of 
that  class  denominated  perfect  or  legal,  because  they 
cannot  he  judicially  enforced.  If  any  portion  of  the 
people  of  Massachusetts  were  to  petition  us  to  modify  or 
chsnge  the  laws  prescribing  the  mode  for  reclaiming 
fugitive  slaves,  or  pray  ua  to  recommend  to  the  Slates  an 
alteration  of  the  constitution,  so  as  to  place  representa- 
tion and  taxation  upon  the  basis  of  free  white  pnpula- 
tiiin  exclusively,  I  should  feel  it  to  be  a  duty  to  receive 
and  consider  such  petitions,  because  they  relate  to  na- 
tional topics — to  matters  affecting  and  operating  upon 
the  people  of  Massachusetts,  growing  out  of  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery.  But  when  the  people  of  Hassaehusetis, 
or  of  any  other  Stat^,  begin  to  pry  into  the  local  regula- 
tions of  another  people,  and  to  complain  of  them,  I  feel 
no  obligation  of  duty  to  listen. 

I  will  it!u8trate  the  distinction  I  have  endeavored  to 
present  by  putting  a  few  cases.  Suppose  the  inhabitants 
of  Europe,  or  any  portion  of  them,  were  to  petition  us 
to  repeal  our  tarin  law*,  and  to  raiae  revenue  by  a  direct 
tax  on  land  only,  would  we  be  bound  to  receive  and  act 
upoit  auch  petition?  Certainly  not.  Why?  Because 
our  system  of  taxation.  «  hatever  it  may  be  in  rt  ference 
to  foreign  nations,  ia  local,  and  their  people  have  no 
right  to  interfere.  The  operation  of  this  Government 
with  foreign  States  ia  such  that  our  laws  may  often  BflTect 
the  interests  of  foreigners;  and.  if  they  should  affect 
those  interests  injuriously,  and  in  violation  of  the  laws 
of  nations,  foreigners  thus  injured  might  rightfully  peti- 
tion us  for  redressi  because  the  welfare  of  mankind  re- 
quires obedience  to  the  principles  of  international  law, 
and  by  the  tacit  consent  of  all  civilized  nations  these 
principles  have  been  adopted  in  such  manner  as  to  make 
them  one  people  in  respect  to  the  code  of  nations;  and 
hence  a  foreigner  who  auffers  from  a  violation  of  these 
principles  has  the  same  right  to  petition  for  redreai 
that  a  citizen  would  have.  But  Ibis  would  give  the 
foreigner  no  right  to  petition  on  a  subject  touching  our 
domestic  regulatlonst  snd,  if  he  did  so  petitinn,  it  would 
be  optionary  with  us  to  receive  or  reject;  and  if  we  did 
the  last,  he  could  not  complain  that  his  rights  were  con- 
temned. 

Suppose  the  petitionera  who  now  come  before  us  had 
addressed  their  petition  to  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  In  that  Slate:  would 
the  Ltgisbture  of  Kentucky  be  £eund  to  receive  and 
I  act  upon  it»  Cert«hilycJ^EedW^®^§i®'«')' 
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Kentucky  a  locsl,  domeitic  reKuk(ioii»  in  reference  to 
ibe  people  of  Haancbuaett*.  Kentuckiana  poaaeti  juit 
the  tame  right,  by  petition,  to  call  on  the  Legialature  of 
HaaaaobuaetlB  to  change  her  Uwa  in  r^ard  to  apprenti- 
cet,  paupert,  or  inbni%  aa  the  Yankee  (and  I  uae  the 
term  tn  no  t^ennre  aenae)  haa  to  call  on  Kentucky  to 
ftboliab  alavery.  If  Kentuckiana  were  to  forward  aucb 
a  petition  in  the  moat  reapectful  ternu,  if  it  waa  received 
and  read,  after  ita  content*  had  been  briefly  alited  by  the 
mover,  it  would  be  an  act  of  courtesy,  and  not  of  strict 
right.  If  year  after  year  petitions  of  the  same  kind  were 
forwarded,  and  that,  too,  after  the  first  had  been  con- 
lidercdand  diaposed  of,  the  Legislature  tovbomlhey 
veM  addreaaed  might  juftly  say  totbe  petitioner^  **y«u 
have  evinced  an  unbeoomii^  importunity,  an  over  anx- 
iety to  interfere  in  our  domestic  and  local  afiiiirfli  and 
however  praiseworthy  your  motives,  u  it  is  not  a  matter 
ol  right  on  your  part,  we  will  no  longer  submit  to  annoy* 
aoce.  We  reject  your  petition  without  bearing  it  read, 
the  mover  having  briefly  atated  its  contents." 

Of  the  Boundneu  of  the  foregoing  principles  I  think 
it  will  be  difficult  to  create  a  doubt]  and  I  presume,  if 
my  remarks  are  met  in  debate,  an  attempt  will  be  made 
to  show  that  slavery  in  this  District  is  not  a  local  but  a 
national  matter,  and  hence  concerns  every  portion  of 
the  American  people.  I  admit,  if  it  be  not  iocal,  but  na- 
tional, then  the  petition  offered  should  not  only  be  recei- 
ved,  but  it  ought  to  be  referred,  and  duly  considered. 
How  is  slavery  in  thia  Diatiiet  converted  into  a  national 
instead  of  a  local  question?  Is  it  because  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Stales,  being  a  national  body,  may  legislate 
eoneeming  itf  The  nationality  of  the  body  doea  not 
prove  that  its  Irgialation  in  its  operation  and  conse- 
quences must  be  national  and  general.  It  is  a  proposi- 
tion too  clear  to  admit  of  dispute,  that  all  our  Legisla- 
tures, both  State  and  national,  pass  hundreds  and  thou< 
sandi  of  acta,  local  and  private,  which  do  not  affect  the 
whole  State  or  nation.  It  is  preposterous  to  assert  that, 
because  Congreaa  li  a  national  body,  it  can  in  no  caae 
legislate  for  local  or  private  puq>oses.  In  the  general, 
its  local  and  private  legislation  is  in  furtherance  of  some 
of  the  constitutional  powers  vested  for  general  national 
purposest  and  whenever  that  is  the  case,  I  admit  that 
the  principle  which  governs  such  legislation  is  of  nation- 
al concern,  and  that  all  or  any  of  our  conatituenta  have 
a  right  to  be  heard  on  this  floor  in  relation  to  the  princi- 
ple, by  petition,  memorial,  or  remonstrance.  Thus,  m 
act  allowing  a  pension  to  A  B,  although  private,  may 
involve  a  principle  of  national  importance.  Tlie  legis- 
lation of  Congress  over  the  District  of  Columbia,  so  far 
as  the  rights  of  property  of  the  citizens  are  concerned, 
is  a  very  different  thing,  and  no  way  analogous  in  piinci- 
pie  to  the  passage  of  a  private  pension  law.  The  legis- 
lation for  thia  District  with  a  view  to  protect  the  citizen, 
unconnected  with  the  Government,  in  the  enjoyment  tit 
life,  liberty,  and  property,  dues  not  puseas  a  single  na- 
tional aapcct.  Ii  is  rzclusively  local,  and  eonflned  to  the 
ten  miles  aquare,  and  has  no  operation  whatever  upon 
the  people  of  Massachusetts,  unless  they  should  happen 
to  be  visiters  here.  Congress,  by  the  constitution,  baa 
the  exclusive  right  to  legislate  for  this  District,  and  it 
may  be  aaid  that  such  a  power  would  never  have  been 
conferred  but  for  a  national  purpose.  Concede  it,  and 
nothing  is  gained  from  the  concenion  against  my  argu- 
ment. All  that  the  eonstituiion  intended  by  the  grant  of 
exclusive  legislative  power  to  Congresa  over  the  District 
was  to  place  the  members  of  Congress,  the  executive 
head  of  ihe  Government,  and  all  its  officers,  necessarily 
congregated  at  one  point,  beyond  the  control  and  influ- 
ence of  Slate  laws,  which  in  many  cases  might  have  been 
made  haraaaing  and  oppreanve;  to  much  so  aa  to  prevent 
their  atr'wt  attention  to  official  duty.  To  escape  the  dan- 
ger which  might  hare'  resulted  fVoro  Bute  legislation 


over  the  officers,  legislative,  execative,  and  judicialt  of 
the  General  Government,  the  eoostilution  confierred  the 
power  of  exclusive  legislation  over  the  District  on  Caafe> 
gress.  So  far  as  the  power  ii  exercised  for  the  iienefit 
of  the  officers  of  the  Government,  and  to  en^le  them 
to  proceed  with  the  discharx*  of  their  duties  free  from 
extraneous  and  ddeterious  inSueacei^  it  mar  he  nalinani 
But  when  tt  la  exercised  for  the  protection  of  Use  prop- 
erty, or  for  the  purpooe  of  declaring  whsit  shall  or  shall 
not  be  property  in  the  Dislrict.  it  is  strictly  local,  and 
not  general  or  national;  and  the  laws  which  emanate 
from  ita  exerciae,  f<v  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the 
District,  are  as  unconnected  with  the  people  of  the 
Statesuare  tbelawsof  tbeaeveral  Stateawiththepea> 
pie  of  any  other  State. 

The  U/&.  that  the  people  of  Maaiaehuietu  may  come 
here  oceawmally  aa  viritera  gives  them  no  right  to  pe- 
tition Congress  for  a  change  in  the  local  laws  paaeed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  District.  If  that  bet  ii 
made  the  basis  of  their  right  to  petition,  it  woald  equally 
authorize  them  to  petition  the  Legialaturca  of  erery 
State  tolerating  slavery  for  ita  abt^ion;  for  Ibey  bavea 
right  to  visit  in  all  the  States,  and  are  **eDtiUed  to  all 
privileges  and  immunitiea  of  titixeaa^'  tn  the  Stato  to 
which  they  go. 

I  will  put  another  case  illuttrative  of  my  idea.  I  wifl 
show  that  the  people  of  the  same  Slate,  in  many  caass, 
have  no  right  to  petition  their  State  Legislatum  con- 
cerning public  matters  in  their  own  States.  A  township 
or  incorporated  city  imposes  taxes,  or  makea  regela* 
tions  for  the  government  of  the  people  within  the  towa* 
ship  or  city.  The  inhabitants  of  a  distant  township  hew 
of  the  proceedings^  their  philanthropy  b  excite^  they 
perceive,  or  bney  they  do,  great  oppression,  and  memo- 
rialize the  Lei^ture  to  pat  an  end  to  prevailing  abnsaa 
in  the  township  or  city  about  wbidi  Ibey  have  heard 
much,  but  within  whose  borders  they  never  were  in  the 
whole  course  of  their  lives.  How  ought  the  Legishtnre 
to  treat  such  a  petition,  especially  when  the  people  of  the 
township  or  city  subject  to  the  oppressive  laws  made 
complaint?  The  proper  response,  in  my  opinion*  would 
be  to  say  to  the  petitioners,  "Tou  are  cotioeitedi  yon 
have  a  high  opinion  of  yourselves,  and  a  mean  opinion  ol 
your  rfeighbors,  and  you  presume  to  judge  of  laare  aad 
regulations  of  which  you  have  no  experrieoce,  asore 
correctly  than  those  who  feel  their  operation.  We  are 
not  disposed  to  encoursge  your  vanity.  We  rgect  your 
petition  without  reading  it,  being  hiwfly  infornwd  of  its 
contents." 

If  my  constituents  were  to  send  me  a  petition  in  fiiver 
of  abolisliing  slavery  in  thia  District,  and  requeat  me  to 
present  it  to  this  House,  as  an  act  of  courte^  to  tbem  I 
should  offer  it;  but  as  an  act  of  duty  to  the  people  of  thia 
District,  whose  representative  I  am,  being  constituted 
soeh  by  the  constitution,  I  wovld  vote  against  Ha 
eeption.  I  am  a  Representative  on  this  floor,  hartaf  a 
three-fold  duty  to  perform:  first,  I  am  to  l^ilato  fcrthe 
whole  nation,  and  to  watch  over  the  generu  iaicreata  of 
the  whole  people;  secondly,  I  am  to  keep  an  eye  apoa 
the  local  interests  of  my  parttoulac  State  and  district;  aad, 
thirdly,  I  am  to  attend  to  the  local  interestsof  the  peftple 
of  this  District.  I  mean  to  make  all  theae  duties  barmo- 
nizf .  If  any  of  my  immediate  constituents  should  ever  aa 
far  foriget  themielves  ai^  by  petition  or  Mherwise,  to  ia- 
struet  me  to  chai^  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  people  (rf* 
this  District,  I  mean  to  tell  them,  that  although  I  am 
indebted  to  their  kindneas  and  partiality  for  my  elec- 
tion when  elected,  I  feel  myself  bound  to  legislate  lor 
the  people  of  Ibis  District  upon  my  own  observation 
of  their  situation,  and  my  knowledge  of  their  wants,  m 
derived  from  my  conversations  and  assoeiatioa  wA 
tbem.  I  look  upon  that  ai  my  duty  under  the  conetita* 
tton,  and  I  will  nerer  consent  to  be-made  the  iaatrunKOt 
Digitized  by  VjiOOg  IC 
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by  one  portion  of  mjr  conitituenti  to  snbTert  tbe  rights 
of  mnother  portion.  To  my  mind,  there  i>  •omething  ib- 
Mird  In  tbe  idea  of  any  set  of  men  or  women  under- 
talcing  to  interfere  with  the  local  lava  of  a  Kparate  peo- 
ple, five  hundred  or  a  thooaand  miles- off*. 

But,  (hen,  the  motives  df  tbe  petitioners  in  this  case  are 
BO  pure,  it  is  a  pity  net  to  bear  them  in  the  cause  of  re- 
K^oQ  and  freedom!  The  Saviour  of  roan  did  not  prop- 
agate bis  religion  by  petitioning  legislative  assemblies. 
-And  tbe  lesson  in  favor  of  freedom  which  tbe  abolition- 
ist tCCches  is  to  break  up  the  lane<cst^liBhed  praotiees 
«nd  laws  of  one  people,  not  at  Uietr  instance  or  by  their 
consent,  but  at  tbe  absolute  will  of  a  distant  people,  no 
way  afl^ed  by  (be  hm»  which  are  to  be  subverted! 
Why,  sir,  if  this  game  is  to  be  suteoessfully  played,  (here 
is  no  Idling  where  it  will  stopt  and  tbe  neit  thing  we 
may  hear  of  will  be  a  petition  from  New  England  to  es- 
talilisb  the  AAm  Law  eoda  in  this  Distinct,  and  render  it 
unlawful  for  a  man  to  kiss  bis  wife  on  Sunday !  1  beg 
th*  New  EMland  genttemen  and  ladies  to  desist,  or  to 
teH  Us  how  mr  their  eonsdences  will  require  Ihem  to  ^o, 
in  petllioaing  Congress  to  reform  the  itna  of  this  District. 

I  have  endeavoTed  to  present  the  grounds  of  my  vote. 
If  you  reoeive  the  petition,  if  you  are  bound  to  receive 
it,  then.  At,  you  should  refer  it  and  act  upon  it.  My 
word  for  it,  as  long  as  the  decisim  of  this  House, 
Jot  given,  stands  as  the  judgment  of  the  House,  the 
gcnttcmsn  from  Masssehusells  [Hr.  Adams]  will  convict 
yoo  of  the  grossest  tneoHsstcney  in  reliiring  to  refer  pe> 
titions  of  Uiis  sort  to  the  approprtate  committee.  Wc 
aay  to  the  petitioners,  •*  Tou  come  befureus  as  matter  of 
rigbtt  but,  from  motives  of  policy,  we  will  mske  no  re* 
sponse."  Sir,  such  a  course  is  a  mockery  of  tbelr  rights, 
if  they  have  them.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the 
peopw  of  Haasacbusetts  have  no  right  to  petition  on  the 
fabject,  and  there  never  will  be  an  end  of  this  exciting 
question  until  Congress  sostuns  my  views. 

Mr.  REED  said  he  dilTcred  entirely  in<H^inion  with  the 
gentleman  who  bad  last  spoken,  [Mr.  UnDBawooot]  and, 
•s  be  had  the  charge  of  a  number  of  memorials  of  simi- 
hr  character  to  tbe  one  now  under  consideration,  he 
begged  leave  to  say  a  few  wwds  upon  the  subject. 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  these  memorials^  so  obnoz- 
toos  to  some  members  of  this  House,  pray  fur  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  Disirict  uf 
Columbia.  They  go  do  further.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  who  has  just  sat  down,  has  given  a  bbored 
argument  (o  prove  (hat  ibe  people  of  Massachusetts,  and, 
of  course,  the  people  of  any  other  State  in  tbe  Union, 
have  no  right  to  petition  Congress  to  repeal  or  modify 
tbe  laws  in  relalion  to  slavery  in  this  District.  <*  He  de- 
nies Ibe  right  of  petition,  when  the  grievance  complained 
of  docs  not  operate  upon  the  petitioners."  He  denies  that 
tbe  right,  secured  by  the  constitution,  peaceably  to  as- 
■mble  and  petition  Qovemment  for  a  redress  of  griev- 
knees  applies  to  tbe  present  case,  because  the  evil  com- 
plained of,  if  an^  evil  exist,  is  only  a  national  evil,  and  is 
no  personal  grievance  to  the  petitioners. 

I  cannot  lor  a  moment  assent  to  tbe  portions  of  the 
gentleman.  To  my  mind,  they  are  siriivenive  of  the 
right  of  petition  and  of  tbe  rights  of  a  free  people.  I 
highly  respect  the  gentleman  and  his  opinions,  and  am 
^Qite  sure  he  views  the  subject  in  a  very  differerit  Mght. 

In  my  opinion,  (be  right  of  the  citizrni  of  a  free  and 
representative  Government  to  petition  tbeir  representa- 
tives for  a  redress  of  grievances  is  a  perfect  right.  It 
exists  independent  of  the  constitution.  It  must  exist 
where  tbe  people  are  free,  and  where  it  does  not  exist 
there  is  despotism.  1  am  aware  that,  from  abundant 
caution,  this  sacred  right  of  petition  is  secured  by  the 
constitution.  The  right  so  secured  rs  not  limited  or 
enlarged  by  tbesecority.  It  is  a  perfect  rigbi,  which  we 
SMHt  never  permit  to  be  impaired  by  ingenious  argu- 


ments, to  avoid  the  consideration  of  an  unpleasant  sub- 
ject. '*  It  would  be  doing  evil,  that  good  might  come." 
The  right  Is  the  same,  whether  tbe  evil  compluned  of 
be  national  and  remote,  or  direct  and  persmial. 

By  tbe  constitution  of  tbe  United  States  Congress  ex- 
ercise exeluiive  jurisdiction,  in  all  eases  wh«tBoevcr, 
over  the  ten  miles  iquaret  and  that  territory  is  the  Dis- 
trict  of  Columbia.  Can  language  be  more  explicit.'  The 
jurisdiction  of  Congress  over  this  District  is  excIuMve, 
and  extends  to  s|]  cases  whatsoever. 

Congress  have  the  sole  government  of  the  District. 
The  House  of  Representatives  are  a  part  of  Congress, 
and  are  tbe  representatives  of  tbe  people  of  the  United 
States.  Will  it  be  denied  that  the  people  whom  they 
represent  have  a  right  to  petition  them  for  redress  of 
any  grievance  over  which  they  have  jurisdiction^  Sup- 
pose it  were  admitted  that  slavery  and  the  stave  trade  in 
Ibe  District  of  Columbia  was  a  national  evil,  but  that  Ibe 
evil  was  remote  in  iu  effects  upon  distant  parts  of  tbe 
eoantry:  could  it  be  said  that  it  was  no  evil  or  no  griev- 
ance beoaose  not  aggravated  and  direetf  Is  not  each 
portion  of  tbe  country  a  part  of  the  nation'  Can  any 
part  suffer,  and  tbe  remaining  part  not  be  aggrieved? 
The  part  of  ihe  constitution  which  gives  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  this  District  to  Congress  was  not  a  mere 
form,  or  accidental}  it  intended  that  it  should  be  governed 
solely  by  tbe  nation  and  the  representatives  of  the  nationi 
and  tbe  people,  whose  reprcsentalivM  we  are,  all  bave 
a  direct  interest  in  its  government,  its  honor,  and  its  pros- 
perity. If,  therefore,  in  tbe  opinion  of  any  portion  of 
the  people  of  any  part  of  the  country,  the  laws  of  this 
District  are  bad,  they  are  aggrieved.  It  is  a  national  and 
personal  evil,  and  they  have  a  right  to  petition  for  re- 
dress. 

The  gentleman  asks  if  the  inhabitants  of  Europe,  or 
any  part  of  them,  aboukl  petition  us  to  repeal  our  Uriff, 
should  we  be  bound  to  receive  and  act  upon  such  peti- 
tion^ And,  again,  should  the  petitioners  address  a  peti- 
tion to  the  I^egiilatore  of  Kentucky,  praying  for  tbe  abo- 
lition of  slavery,  would  Kentucky  be  btnind  to  receive 
and  act  upon  it.'  I  perfeclly  agree  with  the  gentleman, 
that  if  the  inhabitants  of  Europe  or  MassaohusetU  should 
BO  far  forget  themselves  as  to  offer  such  petitions,  nei- 
ther this  House  nor  (be  LegisUture  of  Kentaeky  would 
be  under  any  obligation  to  notice  them.  For  one  plain 
reason:  we  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  people  of  Eii- 
ropet  nor  has  Kentucky  any  jurisdiction,  so  far  as  their 
Stale  Government  extends,  over  Massachusetts.  Of 
course,  the  petitioners  could  have  no  grievances  for 
which  they  could  claim  redress,  and  have  no  right  lo  in- 
terfere with  the  grievancn  of  others.  Not  so  with  the 
District  of  Columbia)  it  is  exclusively  governed  by  Con- 
gresst  it  is  a  part  of  the  nation,  and  if  illy  governed  it  is 
a  national  and  individual  grievance,  and  thosA  who  feel 
it  have  a  right  to  present  to  us  a  petition  for  redress. 

I  consider  the  question  one  of  vast  importance,  as  vi- 
tally affecting  Ihe  liberties  of  the  people  and  the  sacred 
rights  of  citizens.  I  regret  tiiat  great  principles  must  be 
settled  under  some  excitement,  and  under  an  apprehcn> 
sion  that  no  relief  could  be  afforded  If  the  petition  was 
received.  I  can  but  think  Ihe  true  construction  of  the 
constitution  is  so  plain,  and  the  right  of  every  citizen  lo 
petition  so  clear,  that  nothing  further  is  necessary  but 
barely  to  state  the  principles  upon  which  they  are  niund- 
edi  and  I  forbear  io  say  more  upon  the  subject. 

I  have  been  gral  ificd  by  a  vote  of  this  House  this  day, 
allowing  a  petition  like  the  one  now  before  us  to  be  re- 
ceived. I  trust  we  shall  not  reverse  that  decision.  I  do 
hope,  regarding,  as  1  most  linoerely  and  anxiously  do, 
the  harmony,  peace,  and  welfare  of  the  United  States, 
North,  and  South,  and  West,  that  these  memorials  will 
not  be  thrown  in  the  faces  of  tbe^  fnemorislisty,  nor 
thrown  under  the  «»ble,^o^^^^jl(g(^|t5Mr[^I  bope 
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Ibajr  amy  be  reonved,  and  not  rejected  by  forcr,  »nd 
vioiiBno^  «nd  innltt  wul,  when  reeetfed*  ttutt  they  OHy 
bo  eoOMBitled  toa  eommHtee  of  tb'w  Hotue-  If  tbe  pe< 
titionera  are  In  error,  let  the  error  be  shown  by  a  plain 
and  dMpanionate  report,  ind  an  ancutnent  which  tbey 
cannot  refute  or  (fainMy.  Persecution  and  Violence  will 
nerer  put  down  a  good  canae,  or  even  a  bad  one.  I 
bold  the  people  have  a  rifcbt  to  petition,  and  that  there 
U  a  oorretpondinit  oblication  on  our  part  to  receive 
tbem,  to  refer  Ibem,  and  to  decide  in  favor  or  ajiainit 
them,  tcccffding  to  our  aound  diicretion  and  beat  judg- 
nient. 

Petitione  for  the  abolition  of  tlavery  in  the  Diitriet  of 
Columbia  are  not  of  modem  origin.  Tbey  have  been 
preacnted  annually  for  many  yeart  parti  ai>d  until  lart 
year  thry  have  been  presented  and  referred,  and  treated 
preciwly  like  other  petiUoni,  and  have  produced  very 
little  ezcitemeot  in  this  House  or  elsewhere.  1  hope  we 
shall  return  to  oar  fomer  usage,  and  avoid  all  unnecea* 
sary  excitement  upon  this  important  and  rezing  subject. 

Mr.  BTNUH  rose  and  said  be  had  not  intended  to 
have  troubled  tbe  Haute  with  any  remark  of  hi<  upon  the 
subject  which  waa  then  before  it.  It  ha<f  ever  Men  bis 
unfeigned  desire  that  it  ihould  have  been  kept  out  of  tbe 
walls  of  that  hall,  believing,  as  he  did.  that  nothing  but 
strife  and  discord  would  attend  its  agiutton  either  m  or 
out  of  that  building.  Tbe  question  of  reception  be  had 
been  disposed  to  give  the  go>by,  for  the  sake  of  the  har> 
mony  of  all  parties,  and  particularly  that  to  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  belong.  But,  Mr,  said  he,  this  quertion  hu 
been  forced  upon  us  and  upon  tbe  Housei  and  he  re- 
gretted, exceedinriy  regretled,  that  its  portentous  con- 
sequence^  view  them  in  whatever  shape  they  might, 
■eem  to  be  defied,  dared,  and  almost  courted,  by  some  of 
Ibe  honorable  gentlemen  of  that  body.  Was  it  possible 
(bat  gentlenwn  would  sHU  persevere  in  a  course  so  det- 
rimental to  tbe  well-being  of  this  natioof  Was  it  possi- 
ble that  (hey  could  be  so  deaf  to  the  warning  voice  of 
truth,  and  so  blind  to  the  signs  of  tbe  times,  as  not  to  see 
the  direful  sutc  to  which  &eir  conduct,  if  perwsted  in, 
must  inevitably  lead?  Bis  course,  rincc  tbe  first  day  that 
he  took  bis  seat  in  that  House,  had  been  to  avoid  agiia- 
titm  on  that  subjeott  and  be  bad,  in  good  faith,  voted  for 
every  measure  to  suppress  it. 

He  knew  ihat  there  were  two  parties  in  that  House 
and  in  Ibe  country  in  favor  of  agitation,  and  fur  political 
purposes.  He  was  truly  sorry  that  they  existed  in  any 
section  of  the  country,  and  was  more  so  to  think  that  any 
existed  in  the  section  from  which  he  came. 

It  was  to  bo  deprecated  that  any  party,  or  any  set  of 
men,  whether  to  the  North  or  South,  should  be  found  to 
use  such  means  to  place  them  In  poweri  but  such  there 
were,  and  this  House  and  this  nation  were  to  feel  tbe-ef- 
fecu  of  their  unhallowed  purposes. 

Sir,  said  Hr.  B.,  I  feel  mortified  to  know  that  I  a-n 
called  on  to  vote  on  a  subject  upon  which  I  have  jurt 
voted  and  have  been  defeated,  and  murt  know  that  a 
aimifav  fate  awaits  me  on  tbe  decision  of  this  question. 
Sir,  we  ha*e  been  defeated  by  the  imprudence  and  folly 
of  those  who,  on  this  subject,  have  professed  to  act  with 
uf.  It  was  the  weakest  stand,  as  Southern  men  and 
slaveholders,  we  could  have  taken.  It  was  one  in  which 
we  had  long  seen  that  we  must  be  defeated  whenever  it 
waa  put.  Why,  then,  should  gentlemen  professing  to 
act  with  ua,  holding  the  same  sentiments  on  this  subject, 
aid  in  making  up  an  issue  in  which  every  man  of  dia< 
cernment  must  have  known  that  defeat  was  unavoidiUtlc? 
And  every  defeat  upon  tbe  moat  frivolous  question  on 
our  part  gives  both  strength  and  encouragement  (o  our 
enemies.  Sir,  with  politicians  of  such  imprudence,  and 
with  so  Uttle  policy,  it  is  dangeruns  to  ao*,  here  or  else> 
where. 

B.ut  to  the  preliminary  questioR— Aall  Ibis  petition  be 


received  r  AlAough  we  have  just  been  dcfcaled-fes, 
defeated,  sir,  and  riaroefhlly  defeated — by  the  iapra- 
dence  of  professing  friends,  I  ^all  still  vote  against  the 
reception  of  these  diabolical  petitions,  belteviog,  as  I 
do,  that  they  are  fraught  with  tbe  most  alarasiog,  dsa- 
gcfoiu^  and  appalling  consequences  to  tbe  welH>eiBg-af 
this  country.  GentVemen  had  co«leaded  that  we  were 
bound  to  receive  all  petitions  whenever  prcoented.  This 
be  denied.  True  it  was  that  the  petitkoers  had  a  eae> 
stitutUmal  and  unalienable  right  gmrantied  by  tbe  eoft> 
Btitution  to  petition  for  the  redress  of  grievueea,  a  ri^ 
which  none,  as  he  had  heard,  had  contreverledi  for  htm- 
self,  he  looked  on  that  as  one  of  the  oaoet  sacred  righu 
of  a  freeman,  and  one  which,  under  no  ciruimslanoes 
would  he  disparage  or  yield.  But  whenever  the  peti- 
tion was  made  and  presented  there,  in  bia  judgmeBltlns 
right  ended,  and  tbe  rights  of  the  reimeeotattva  or  le- 
gislation eoMBCDoed.  The  constitution,  said  Nr.  B., 
went  no  further  than  to  declare  the  right  to  petitina.  It 
could  not  have  gone  fiirtber,  from  tbe  very  naum  of 
things.  Why  *  Because,  said  be,  if  it  had,  the  very  ex* 
istence  of  your  legislative  body  would  have  been  eadaa- 
gered,  and  its  dignity  and  character  placed  eolirdfy  in 
tbe  bands  of  every  senseless  and  mftiriaied  mob  ttst 
might  choose  to  degrade  or  insult  you.  The  moat  friv- 
olous petitions  feom  women,  children,  bogra,  or  lonatie^ 
might  be  received,  at  a  great  consumption  of  tbe  tioe 
of  this  House,  and  at  an  enormous  evpenae  to  tbe  peo- 
ple! and  the  whole  body,  under  such  cireunstaacea, 
might  be  converted  into  scenes  of  levity  and  frivoTity 
toUlIy  destructive  of  tbe  dignity  and  cbamcter  of  wise 
legislation.  Such  could  never  have  been  tbe  intentise 
of  the  framers  of  the  constitBtioni  in  that  aufoat  body 
there  was  too  much  wisdom,  dignity,  and  patriotism^  to 
presume  it. 

As  reference  bad  been  made  to  tbe  conatitutioa,  he 
would  read  the  article  that  had  been  alluded  to^  wbic^ 
it  was  contended,  made  it  obligatory  on  the  part  of  tbe 
House  to  receive  those  petitionst  aod  he  thought  its 
words  would  be  evidence  to  show  that  tbe  constmctiaa 
he  had  pal  on  >t  waa  strictly  in  harmony  with  tbe  dinci 
spirit  and  meaning  of  that  instrument.  Article  the  fint 
is  in  these  words; 

"Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  the  ealabUA* 
ment  of  religion,  or  prohibiting  tbe  free  exercise  thete- 
oft  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  prenj 
or  tbe  ri^t  of  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble,  and 
to  petitien  tbe  Goveroraent  for  e  redrew  of  grieranocs." 

This  was  the  language  of  tbe  constitution  apon  wUch 
such  reliance  had  been  placed  to  justify  and  make  oa» 
pulsory  the  reception  of  tbe  |wtitioo.  Sir,  said  be, 
thou^  the  right  to  apply  or  petition  by  tbis  article  was 
clear,  he  saw  not  the  least  in  it  that  imposed  it  on  ibit 
House  as  a  duly  to  receivei  and  tbe  House  being  under 
no  ompuluon  to  receive  it,  it  was  left  diseretioBKy 
with  them  to  receive  or  not  to  reeeivet  then,  sir,  to  jus. 
tify  tbe  reception  must  depend  on  the  character  of  tbe 
petition  and  petitioners)  and  be  waa  sorry  to  say  that 
thia  brought  htm,  from  a  aense  of  duty  which  he  owed 
the  people  whoae  repreaentaiive  he  was^  to  com  meat 
on  and  investigate  both  the  character  of  the  petition  asd 
petitioners. 

What  waa  the  character  of  tbis  petition?  Prom  tba 
remarks  of  the  venr  honorable  and  distinguished  gnrtle- 
man  who  had  introduced  it,  [Mr.  Ada»,1  it  was  to  abol* 
ish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colombia.  Was  it  from  the 
citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia^  No;  but  from  tba 
good,  perhaps  he  ought  to  aay  better,  <utiaeos  of  llasn> 
chusetts,  three  or  four  hundred  miles  distant  from  those 
of  this  District.  Certainly  they  were,  by  far,  more  wise 
than  the  citizens  of  the  District,  as  tbey  could  fe«de  at 
such  a  dirtance  from  them,  and  tell  so  mucb  better  wfasl 
wu  to  be  the  interest  end  velfsre^  tbe  citixens  of  the 
Digitized  by  V^OOglC 
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District.  lie  was  wre  that  Ibe  citizens  of  tlie  District 
felt,  or  ought  to  reel,  extremely  obliged  to  the  good  men, 
boys*  women,  and  children,  <h  UttMchosetts,  for  their 
liberality  and  patriotism,  and  general  supervision  of  the 
welfare  of  themselves  and  their  DUtrict.  Such  he  un- 
derstood  to  be  the  character  of  the  petition,  it  was  sim- 
ilar to  hundreds  that  had  been  offered  at  the  last  session, 
which,  without  reception  or  reading,  were  referred, 
where  they  had  been  no  more  heard  of.  Now,  sir, 
(said  he,)  what  was  the  character  of  the  petition* 
ers,  and  who  are  they  that  presume  to  dictate  and  in- 
struct tbit  body  how  to  act  towards  the  people  uf  this 
District^  He  was  sorry  to  say,  from  the  best  evidence 
that  he  could  obtwn,  they  were  a  set  of  low,  ignorant 
fanatics,  united  with  some  buysf  and,  he  was  sorry  to 
say,  wttli  women.  Yes,  sir,  the  women  of  Uassacbusetu 
bad  become  legtslatora,  and  were  urging  their  imbecile, 
timid  men  to  action.  The  honorable  gentleman  from 
Haasachusetu  [Mr.  AoiMs]  had  said  that  there  were 
•ne  hundred  and  Rlty  female  signatures  on  one  list,  and 
God  knew  how  many  there  were  on  the  others. 

Mr.  B.  said  be  Ibought  it  a  portentous  foreboding,  an 
awful  omen,  when  women  were  stepping  into  the  po- 
litical  theatre,  and  calling  on  men  to  act,  and  recom- 
mending what  subjects  they  sliould  le^idate  on.  He 
felt  no  disposition  to  go  further  into  the  mirestlgation  of 
the  character  of  these  woment  it  was  enough  for  him  to 
know  that  they  were  females;  he  felt  a  disposition  to- 
wards them  of  the  kindest  nature,  and  was  ready  to  say, 
*'  Father,  forgive  them,  forlhey  know  not  wbst  Ihey  do." 

The  boys  that  had  petitioned,  he  understood,  mostly 
belonged  to  their  Sunday  schools,  and  were  almost  en- 
tirely under  the  influence  of  their  teachers.  The  men 
were  generally  ifrnorant,  superstitious  fanatics,  possess- 
ing  neither  religion  nor  cbaraeteri  few  of  whom  hardly 
ever  nw  the  oonstitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
knew  still  less  of  the  nature  of  our  federal  compact. 
They  had  no  ioterest  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
he  presumed  little  elsewhere — all  headed,  though,  and 
led  on  by  artful,  designing  priests,  who,  he  bad  not  the 
leatt  doubt,  from  what  be  could  learn  of  the  most  liberal 
Mtd  intelligent  amongst  them,  were  at  the  bottom  of  the 
whole  of  this  agitation  and  ezeitement. 

It  was  principally  the  priests  in  New  England  and 
elsewhere  that  were  stirring  up  this  agitating  and  exci- 
ting subjeel.  He  hazarded  nothing  in  saying,  when  the 
subject  was  probed  to  iu  bottom,  that  that  class  of  men 
would  be  found  the  instigat'jrt  of  this  whole  system  of 
confusion  and  iniquity.  It  was  your  priests  that  were 
seising  upon  the  superstition  and  prejudices  of  your  ig- 
norant  men,  women,  and  children.  They  were  the  men 
to  be  stopped  and  rebuked,  before  this  excitement  could 
be  arrested.  They  were  the  men  behind  the  curtain, 
who  worked  the  wires  of  abolition  excitement.  Aboli- 
tion was  priestcraft,  concocted  and  brought  into  exist- 
ence by  their  unholy  slliance  with  the  superstitious  and 
ignorant  of  both  sexes.  These  creatures  were  as  igno- 
rant of  the  nature  of  our  institutions  aa  they  are  of  our 
local  situstions  and  condition.  It  is  to  Uie  inBueoee  of 
these  gently  that  this  House  is  indebted,  more  than  to 
any  other,  for  the  excitement,  disorder,  and  confusion 
that  is  witnessed  on  the  annual  presentation  of  these  ha- 
rasttng  petitions. 

Such,  sir,  is  a  brief  review  of  the  character  of  this 

Retilionand  these  petitioners,  who  claim,  as«ri|{hl,  to 
ave  their  petitions  received  by  this  House,  He  could 
not  conceive  a  more  degrading  condition  than  this  House 
would  be  placed  in,  by  consuming  its  time,  at  an  enor- 
mous expense  to  the  Treasury,  in  receiving  snd  listen- 
ing to  the  petitions  and  memorials  of  old  grannies  and  a 

{>arcel  of  boarding-school  misses,  in  matters  of  state  and 
^islation.    What  light  could  they  throw  on  a  subject? 
When  grannies  snd  missel  become  legislators,  he 
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thought  it  time  for  tlic  men  of  New  England  to  fold  up 
their  arms  and  to  go  home.  The  Congress  of  the  Igni- 
ted SUtes  was  no  place  for  them.  Sir,  what  do  thejr 
know  about  the  nature  and  condition  of  slavery  in  the 
South  F  How  many  of  them  have  witnessed  \\*  Not  one 
in  a  thousand,  nor  one  in  fifty,  of  those  meekly  priests 
and  their  subalterns,  whose  unholy  biddings  they  do 
here.  I'hese  unfortunate  ereaturea  deserve  the  pity 
more  than  the  contempt  of  the  Southt  but  their  in- 
stigators we  well  understand,  and  know  both  how  to  ap- 
preciate them  and  how  to  treat  them,  whenever  they 
shall  come  amongst  us.  The  South  has  not  been  deaf 
to,  nor  ignorant  of,  their  designs  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter; their  instrumentality  has  long  been  distinctly  under- 
stood by  the  Southern  politicians,  and  well  marked  out. 

But,  sir,  if  I  were  disposed  to  quibble  on  this  subject, 
I  would,  from  the  first  article  of  the  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  siy  that  the  petitioners  have  neither  the 
right  to  petition,  nor  the  House  the  right  to  receive 
such  petitions.  What  says  that  articled  "Congress 
shall  make  no  law  respecting  the  establishment  of  reli- 
gion, or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  ihereofi  or 
abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  preast  or  the 
right  uf  the  people  peaceably  to  assemble  and  to  petition 
the  Government. for  a  redress  of  grievances."  Now,  sift 
do  these  petitioners  come  within  the  character  of  those 
alluded  to  by  the  constitution?  What  says  the  latter 
clause?  **  And  to  petition  the  Government  for  a  redress 
of  grievances."  Will  you,  sir,  mark  the  object  of  the 
petitions  alluded  (o  by  the  constitution?  The  right  to 
petition  the  Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances.  I 
would  s'ik,  (said  he,)  in  what  are  these  petitioners  ag^ 
grieved  by  the  existence  of  slavery  in  this  District? 
They  reside,  as  1  have  before  said,  in  lIssMchusetb^ 
without  one  particle  of  interest  either  in  this  Diitilct  or 
in  any  one  Southern  or  slavebolding  State.  In  what, 
then,  can  be  tbdr  grievance,  lo  justify  their  petitions? 
They  certainly  are  not  such,  then,  as  the  constitotion 
alluded  to  in  its  first  amendment,  and  their  interference 
can  only  be  viewed  as  oiBcious,  pragmstic,  and  pre- 
sumptuoust  and,  in  bis  judgment,  did  not  come  strictly 
within  the  description  of  persons  alluded  to  by  the  articM 
of  the  constitution  that  had  been  relied  on  so  much  to 
justify  their  conduct,  and  which  he  had  just  quoted.  He 
saw,  then,  no  obligations  impoeed  on  the  House  by  the 
constitution,  even  to  recognise  the  right  to  petition,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  and  where  there  waa  neither 
grievance  compUined  of  nor  Interest  at  stake  by  tba 
petitioners. 

The  honorable  gentlenun  from  MassachoHtti,  [Hr- 
Adims,]  for  whom,  as  a  man,  he  confessed  be  bad  the 
highest  respect,  had  worked  himself  unnecessarily,  be 
thought,  into  a  passion,  as  though  some  great  and  in- 
valuable right  was  about  to  be  taken  from  bis  constitu- 
ents, and  immense  injurj-  was  to  reselt  from  the  refusal 
on  the  part  of  the  House  to  receive  those  petitioBB.  But 
the  gentleman  did  not  tell  us  to  what  that  hijnry  eoii> 
aisted.  Though  the  gentleman  and  his  eonslituenti 
might  think  it  an  injury  to  them  not  to  be  permitted  to 
interfere  with  other  people's  business,  other  people's 
morsls,  and  other  people's  religion,  he  presumed  that 
the  free  and  intelligent  people  of  this  nation  thought 
otherwiset  nor  would  they  consider  that  honorable  gen- 
tleman, or  bis  constituents,  deprived  of  ai^  rights,  nor 
inflicted  with  any  injury,  by  their  being  refused  permis- 
sion to  do  so. 

Mr.  Speaker,  (continued,  Mr.  B.,)  some  honorable 
gentlemen  have  said  that  we  ought  to  receive  the 
petitions,  and  reject  them  forthwith.  Now,  sir,  he  did 
not  see  olearly  the  force  of  that  reason.  If  the  petitions, 
upon  the  first  blush,  were  conceived  to  be  unworthy  of 
consideration,  why  receive  them  at  all,  to  create  a  di^ 
turbanee,  and  to  comame  nurt  l^^^^^f  ^ 
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of  tbU  HouK,  and  iben  reject  (ben'  He  did  not  lec 
the  Torce  of  luch  %  poeition.  The  petition  wm  pregntot 
with  the  most  lUrming  consequences,  and  its  considers- 
tion  or  sgiisiion  here,  it  wts  sdmitted,  he  beliered,  bv 
tU  parties,  could  end  in  nothing  but  evil  snd  most  detri- 
mental consequences  to  the  integrity  of  this  Union. 

The  honorable  gentleman  nrer  the  way  [Ur.  Abamb] 
hid  Slid  that  courtesy  should  induce  us  to  receive  those 
petitions  and  treat  them  respectfully.  Under  ordinary 
ciscp,  he  did  not  deny  but  that  courtesy  should  be  ex- 
tended to  the  applications  of  all  persons  applying  here 
for  a  remedy  or  for  a  redress  of  grievance,  but  he  did 
not  think  that  reason  held  good  in  the  present  case. 
Where  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  its  known 
wishes,  or  at  least  a  large  majority  of  tbero,  were  disre* 
fleeted,  and  a  number  of  persons  continued  to  haraia 
it,  (as  in  the  present  case,)  from  a  spirit  of  obduracy 
and  pertinacity,  as  evidently  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  in 
this  case,  he  could  not  conceive  that  they  were  entitled 
to  (he  least  particle  of  courtesy  from  that  House.  On 
the  contrary,  he  thought  it  the  duly  of  the  House,  par- 
ticularly that  part  of  the  body  that  composed  the  last 
Congre^  from  iclf-respeot»  to  treat  without  the  least 
courtesy  these  petitions  that  were  now  proposed  for  the 
conuderation  of  the  House.  What  was  the  character  of 
the  petitions'  Tbey  were  identically,  in  substance,  the 
same  that  had  been  presented  again  and  sfcain  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  had  been  consigned  to  a 
silent  reference,  without  even  the  form  of  a  reading  or  a 
hearing,  where  they  yet  sleep  the  sleep  of  death.  Did 
(he  petitioners  think  that  there  bad  been  any  alteration 
in  the  minds  of  members  here  io  their  farorf  They  cer- 
tainly must,  or  their  conduct  could  be  cooridered  in  no 
other  light  than  insulting  and  audacious. 

They  certainly  ought  to  know,  from  what  bad  passed 
Rt  the  last  session  orConKreas,  that  such  petitions  had 
been  unfavorably  received  by  this  body,  as  well  as  by 
the  Senate;  then  why  were  they  continued,  except  from 
a  spirit  of  obduracy  and  iniolence?  Such  was  the  cbir- 
icter  of  the  petitions,  and  luch  were  the  facts  under 
which  tbey  were  presented.  From  this  view  of  the 
whole  circumstances,  he  did  not  see  how  the  courtesy 
of  the  House  would  be  at  all  compromitted  by  the  re- 
jection of  the  petitions,  [n  fact,  be  thought  the  dignity 
and  independence  of  the  House  much  more  compro- 
mitted by  the  reception  than  by  the  rejection  of  tbe  pe- 
titions, whose  sole  object,  he  seriously  believed,  was  to 
agitate  and  harau  (he  country,  without  the  remotest 
prospect  uf  producing  a  single  practicable  good.  He 
did  not  consider  himself  at  liberty,  from  considerations 
of  courtesy,  at  any  time  to  inRlct  a  wound  on  the  har- 
mony and  peace  of  this  country.  He  therefore  con- 
ceived that  the  House  was  under  no  obligations,  whether 
courteous  or  discourteous^  to  receive  any  petitions  or 
memorials  IO  offemively  obnoxious,  as,  upon  its  first  ap- 
pearance, i(  roust  be  obvious  to  all  who  had  in  contem- 
plation the  most  extensive  mischiefs  to  the  public  weal. 

Tbe  honorable  gentleman  on  bis  left  [Mr.  Beid]  had 
contended  very  strenuously  for  tbe  right  of  petition,  as 
guarantied  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  No 
man  bad  a  greater  regard  for  every  article  of  that  sacred 
instrument  (laid  Mr.  B.)  than  he  had.  It  was  his  text- 
book on  all  constructions  of  political  powert  but,  witb 
due  respect  to  the  opinions  of  that  honorable  genUeman 
to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  he  must  say  that  the 
constitution  had  in  view  as  well  the  rights,  privileges, 
and  protection  of  tbe  people's  representatives,  and  con- 
sequently of  this  body,  as  the  people  themselves,  from 
which  a  reciprocal  benefit  was  enjoyed  by  both;  and  the 
protection  of  each  he  thought  equally  necessary  to  tbe 
preservation  of  liberty  and  a  proper  and  free  adnunis- 
tration  of  this  Government. 

Honorable  gentlemen  bad  contended  that  the  right 
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of  petition  wu  aacred,  and  should  not  be  curtailed  or 
abridged.  He  would  be  tbe  last  man,  in  that  House  or 
out  of  it,  to  attempt  either;  but  after  petitiooiag,  there 
the  right  stopped,  and  those  of  Congresa  com  me  need  j 
and  it  was  equally  essential  to  preaerve  the  latter  aa  the 
former;  and  the  constitution  and  its  illustrious  framen 
hid  it  equally  ii  much  in  view.  The  right  of  recep- 
tion wu  not,  nor  could  it  be  made,  a  Deeeasnry  eoose- 
quence  of  the  ri^t  of  petition.  They  were  aeparate 
and  distinct  objects  in  the  contemplation  of  tbe  consti- 
tution, and  are  necessarily  made  so  for  tbe  protection  of 
each.  It  had  been  justly  and  appropriately  said  that 
where  the  right  of  Gongreas  to  consider  began,  there 
the  right  of  petitioners  was  at  an  end.  If  the  Hoiue 
had  a  right  to  consider  the  propriety  of  recepiioo,  it 
necessarily  included  the  right  to  refuse  or  reject  the 
reception  of  that  or  any  other  petition,  uid,  without 
maintaining  that  right  in  the  Congresa,  tbe  whole  body 
would  be  subject  to  continual  insult  and  de|piidatio% 
which  would  prove,  sooner  or  later,  subversive  of  our 
whole  republican  institutions.  When  that  body  became 
so  that  it  could  not  protect  itself  from  degradation  and 
imult,  it  would  be  time  fora  dissolution  of  our  potilicalel. 
ements,  and  the  reorgintaition  of  one  competent  to  tbe 
performance  of  the  functions  of  i  better  Government. 

Mr.  U.  said  he  would  now  say  one  word  aa  to  tbe 
effects  and  detrimental  character  of  those  petiticHw. 
Besides  tbe  effects  of  agitation,  which  had  been  seized 
on  with  so  much  avidity  by  a  certain  set  of  politicians,  to 
get  up  in  excitement  for  political  purposes,  it  bad  pro> 
ducea  the  most  deleterious  coniequencei  to  those  very 
persons  whose  condition  they  propoied  to  alleviste. 
What  Southern  man  did  not  know,  since  the  agitatioB 
of  this  subject  by  those  wretchedly  ignorsnt  hnalica, 
that  the  condition  of  every  slave  to  the  South  had  been 
made  infinitely  worse.  He  believed  there  was  scarcely 
a  single  State  in  which  there  existed  slavery,  whicli 
State  had  not,  since  the  stirring  of  this  question  by  the 
abolitionists,  increased,  by  legislative  enactmenli^  the 
severity  of  their  police  laws  in  relation  to  (heir  slaves. 

He  knew,  of  his  own  knowledge,  that  the  liberties 
and  privileges  heretofore  exercised  and  enji^ed  by  the 
slaves  in  the  State  wbich  be  bad  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
repreaent,  bad  been  more  abridged  and  curtailed  since 
the  abolitionists  bad  taken  this  subject  in  hand  than 
they  ever  had  been  before,  since  his  earliest  recollection; 
and,  from  what  he  had  learned  from  gentlemen  from  tbe 
other  alaTcbolding  Stater,  and  bis  own  personal  obaer- 
Tation  on  that  subject,  it  was  a  fact  almost  universal  in 
each  and  every  one;  and  this  was  what  wu  called  philan- 
thropy, by  those  poor,  ignorant,  deluded  creaturei! 
Thus  tbey  were  binding  and  riveting  tbe  shackles,  through 
their  ignorance,  on  the  very  creatures  whom  they  pro- 
feu  a  wiab  to  relieve.  Sir,  (said  Ur.  B.,^  tbe  abolitioo- 
isti  know  nothing  of  the  subject  about  which  tbej  would 
have  us  to  legislate.  They  know  nothing  of  the  feelings 
of  the  people  of  the  South  on  Ibis  sul^ect,  and  ihey 
know  less  of  the  situation  and  condition  of  those  about 
whom  Jjiey  have  become  so  prsgmalic,  and  over  whose 
oppressed  condition  they  would  shed  so  many  tears. 
They  are  yet  to  learn  ibat  tbey  themselves  are  the  worat 
enemies  that  a  Southern  slave  hat  at  this  lime  on  the 
earth;  they  are  yet  to  learn  that  every  eSort  of  (heir  of- 
ficious and  insulting  intermeddling  with  the  property  of 
(he  South  contributes  to  make  the  South  make  that  prop- 
erty more  secure,  at  tbe  expense  of  the  personal  privH 
leges  of  the  slaves,  which  we  inherited  from  our  ances- 
tors as  property  under  the  constitution  of  our  eounlry, 
the  right  to  which  no  Southern  man  or  ilaveholdcr  voum 
condescend  to  dispute  here. 

Hr.  B.  Mid  the  South  wu  cuily  excited  on  (his  sub- 
ject, from  two  rcaaons:  the  first  wu,  that  (hey  looked 
upon  this  ofBclotu  interference  v'uh>Uieirprcpcr(y  u  a 
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Mtional  intuit,  ind  a  personal  rf  flection  on  every  tlave- 
holdrr.  They  did  not  apprehend  tliat  these  inaofenl,  in- 
termeddling ranatics  could  inflict  on  (bem  the  least  injury 
whatever.  They  dared  them  to  ahow  their  Tacea  anionic 
them.  They  were  prepared,  and  well  knew  how  to 
receive  them  whenever  ihey  approached.  Should  thoae 
ladiei,  however,  who  had  nnade  tbeitnelvea  conspleuoua 
in  their  petitiona,  pay  %  visit  to  (he  South,  he  was  not 
prepared  to  say  in  what  manner  they  would  be  received; 
if  they  were  under  arms,  led  on  by  their  holy  priesthood, 
whose  handiwork  was  so  plainly  to  be  seen  in  every  part 
of  the  whole  transaction  or  their  deluded  rollowcfs.  he 
wai  feorrul  that  their  reception  might  not  be  id  very  ac- 
ceplablei  but.  under  any  other  circmnstances.  he  would 
vouch  that,  against  the  gallantry  and  chivalry  of  the  South, 
they  would  enter  no  complaint .  He  most  fervently  pray- 
ed that,  if  the  time  ever  did  arrive  when  the  people  of 
the  North  should  become  so  priestridden  as  to  engage  in 
this  unholy  enterprise,  those  reverend  gentlemen  might 
be  the  first  that  were  sent  on  this  holy  crusade,  and 

E laced  in  the  front  of  the  battle.  He  believed  upon  their 
eada  retted  all  the  conae^uencei  that  mgiht  grow  out 
of  the  conduct  of  (he  abolitioniata.  and  that  tbeir  unholy 
garments  would  he  stained  with  every  drop  of  blood  that 
would  be  spilt  in  this  despicable  contest,  whether  by  civil 
war  or  from  servile  insurrection. 

He  was  not  spprehensive  that  (hat  class  of  politicians 
would  ever  be  able  to  inflict  any  real  or  eztenaive  injury 
on  the  people  of  the  Southt  no,  the  people  of  that  sec- 
tion of  country  defied  all  the  elTorta  of  all  the  abolition- 
itts  in  the  wortdt  they  were  fully  prepared  for  Utem 
now,  and  were  daily  becoming  more  so.  They  under- 
stood, full  well,  the  unholy  ambition  of  the  priesthood 
who  had  kindled  up  this  name  to  the  East  and  North, 
and  who  were  now  engaged  in  taking  the  advantage  of 
the  ignorant  women  and  boys  throughout  the  country. 
Look  at  the  petltionst  what  one  waa  not  headed  by  a 
prieat  of  some  denomination  or  other,  and  filled  up  in 
part  of  women  and  children,  adulta  and  boys?  A  sTrict 
police  was  only  necessary  to  proclaim  their  approach, 
and  the  measure  of  their' iniquity  wasimmedialely  meted 
out  to  them. 

But  there  was  another  reason,  an  apprehenalon,  a  se- 
rious, solemn  apprehension,  a  dread  of  holy  horror  felt 
by  every  intelligent  statesman,  whose  heart  bad  ever 
throbbed  with  a  patriotic  emotion,  for  (be  bonds  that 
bind  toRelher  this  sacred  Union. 

Let  the  first  step  be  taken  here,  lei  the  first  blow  be 
struck,  the  first  ensctment  made  here,  on  that  subject, 
revenge  and  dissolution  of  these  States  would  be  the 
war-cry  from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Sabine,  from  the 
BaKze  to  Mason  and  Dixon'a  Kne.  No.  rir.  you  cannot 
act  upon  thta  subject  here.  Whenever  it  waa  settled, 
be  had,  on  another  occaaion.  declared  that  it  would  not 
be  within  these  walls,  nor  upon  paper,  nor  parchment, 
nor  by  pact,  nor  compacts.  The  very  first  attempt  to 
■legislate  on  it  would  sever  this  Union  into  fragmenta; 
and  it  was  ignorance,  idle,  worse  than  stupidity  ilself. 
for  gentlemen  to  shut  their  eye?,  and  affect  blindness  to 
Ihe  consequences  that  must  necessarily  ensue  from  such 
an  attempt)  and  be  had  little  aagaetty.  indeed,  who  did 
jiot  foresee  In  this  act  the  inevitable  downfal  and  pros- 
tration of  our  whole  political  fabric.  Yes,  sir,  in  the 
dissolution  of  this  Union  would  end  the  fairest  republic 
that  the  world  had  ever  beheld,  and  its  downfal  be  bail- 
ed with  transport  and  joy  by  the  kingdoms  and  pope- 
doms of  Ihe  earth.  Can  we.  then,  sit  silent  and  tee  the 
germes  of  our  dissolution  planting,  and  sprouting,  and 
menacing  the  entire  overthrow  of  our  national  existence* 
Sir,  (said  lie,)  no  voice  should  be  silent  on  such  an  oc- 
casion. The  people  should  be  arouaed  from  one  end  of 
the  nation  to  the  other,  and  the  dangers  that  imperilled 
then  proclaimed  iu  a  loud  voice. 


These  clerical  mischief-makers,  these  sacerdotal  pan- 
ders, ahould  be  well  watched.  It  was  a  covert  move- 
ment, in  his  opinion,  with  them  to  insinuate  the  influence 
of  their  church  in  State,  and  to  enslave  mankind,  like 
(heir  predecessors,  who  bad  flooded  all  Rurope  and  Asia 
for  three  centuries  with  Christian  blood,  and  consigned 
to  the  fagot  and  the  flamea  three  hundred  thouaand 
souls,  victims  of  (hat  heartless,  merciless  tribunal,  the 
inquisition.  An  ambitious  clergy,  in  all  ages,  bad  proven 
the  greateat  curaes  to  national  quietude  and  happiness 
of  mankind,  and  had  been  productive  of  more  calamities 
to  the  human  race  (ban  any  one  other  cause  yet  known 
to  the  history  of  the  world.  Like  the  element  of  fire, 
the  clergy,  in  their  proper  and  appropriate  sphere,  might 
prove  a  blessing  to  mankind;  but  when  they  left  that 
sphere,  all  history  had  proved  that  their  influence  was 
more  destructive  than  the  consuming  ftame.  Their 
march  over  the  human  mind  was  clandestine,  and  their 
Influence  furtivet  their  most  eflTectnsI  enemy  had  ever 
been  an  exposition  of  their  designs,  when  their  feeble- 
nesa  became  asapparent  as  their  motives  were  execrable. 
When  the  world  once  aaw  their  designs  in  tbeir  true 
characters,  they  had  never  failed  lo  become,  not  only 
objects  of  contempt,  but  of  disgust  and  detestation. 
They  should  be  the  last  on  earth  to  tamper  with  the 
rights  of  an  intelligent  people. 

The  alaveholding  States  would  regard  the  first  attempt 
to  legislate  on  that  subject,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
as  an  "  entering  wedge"  to  further  legidation  for  other 
Territories  and  States  of  this  Union;  and  he  would  warn 
gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  took  the  first  step  in  a 
matter  more  momentous  in  national  importance,  by  far. 
than  the  Revolution  by  which  this  nation  gained  its  in- 
dependence, and  established  on  the  ruins  of  arbitrary 
power  the  freest  republic  for  the  protection  and  pres- 
ervation of  constitutional  liberty  that  is  recorded  on  (he 
pages  of  modern  or  ancient  history.  Let  gentlemen 
pause,  then,  he  repeated,  before  they  gave  the  leaat 
countenance  or  toleration  to  a  practice,  or  measures, 
fraught  with  a  train  of  evils  and  calamities  that  unborn 
generations  might  yet  live  to  deplore.  As  wisdom  pro- 
claimed that  the  first  spark  that  fell  that  threatened  a 
conflagration  should  be  immediately  extinguished,  so 
(rue  policy  proclaimed  that  the  first  step  about  to  be 
Uken  that  threatened  the  very  existenee  of  our  Feder- 
al Government,  and  to  produce  consequent  evils  that 
no  human  tongue  could  foretell,  ahould  he  opposed  and 
thwarted  upon  its  very  threshold.  For  one,  he  had 
ever  been  disposed  to  show  them  not  the  least  counte- 
nance, here  or  elsewhere;  and,  so  help  him  God,  he 
never  would,  so  long  as  be  entertained  Ihe  least  regard 
for  this  Union  and  the  preservation  of  our  present 
form  of  government,  which  that  subject  threatened 
with  such  immediate  and  imminent  danger. 

Mr.  U.  aaid  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Msssacku- 
setts,  [Mr.  Ahajcb,]  he  thought  in  the  sincerity  of  his 
heart,  as  he  bsd  before  intimated,  was  doing  his  constit- 
uents, and  the  Northern  and  Eastern  people  generally, 
the  greatest  injury,  as  well  ss  injustice.  If  (said  he^ 
this  course  of  things  is  persisted  in,  whether  for  poltti* 
cal  effect  here  or  elsewhere,  it  will  be  impossible,  in 
future,  such  will  be  the  prejudices  it  will  excite  at  the 
South,  for  any  gentleman,  merchant  or  o(herwi8e.  from 
the  North  or  East,  to  reside  in  any  one  of  the  Southern 
States,  or  even  lo  travel  through  any  one  of  these 
States,  many  of  which  have  hitherto  been  to  them 
the  mere  abodea  of  hospitality  and  kindness,  with- 
out being  suspected  aa  a  spy  oriervile  agitator,  and 
put  (o  the  greatest  inconveniences.  Such  would  be 
the  effect  of  this  very  misguided  course  pursued  by 
his  own  counlrjmen.  Sir,  this  is  a  practical  view  of 
the  subject  tlial  I  take,  and  in  which  1  believe  thai  the 
continued  agitation  o6|^|?e^¥,5fe(5»0^te*'"'™"'** 
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matt  erentuftlly  ^nd  incritabty  renllt  uid  which  mt  no 
disUnt  day  would  amount  to  an  entire  non-inlercourse 
between  these  two  communitiea.  He  would  here  aak 
it  that  enterprising  people  were  prepaired  to  do  any 
thing  that  would  so  much  contribute  to  oppose  their 
intereat  as  prirate  eitisent,  and  to  destroy  their  great- 
est prosperi^f  If  they  were  a  prudent,  thinking  peo- 
pie,  (hey  could  not  be  blinded  longer  by  a  designing 
priealhood,  or  ambitioui*  Jealous  politicians.  The  pro- 
ject, therefore,  of  these  deluded,  ignorant  fanatics 
would  clearly  be  more  injurious  (o  their  own  neighbors 
than  to  those  whonrt  they  sought  to  affect,  but  who  were 
far*  as  private  persons,  placed  beyond  their  baneful  in- 
ButDcei  and,  as  wich,  it  was  out  of  their  power  to  affect 
tbeir  prirate  property  or  their  personal  safety.  It  was 
only  in  a  national  point  of  view  that  they  could  affect 
the  South,  ud  that  by  destroying  this  Union,  which 
composed  this  great  and  benign  Government  under 
which  we  lived;  by  effecting  which  they  themaelTts 
were  obliged  to  be  the  greatest  losers.  Let  any  Btules- 
man  examine  the  subject,  and  that  fact  would  be  de- 
nonstrated  beyond  controveray.  Why,  then,  should 
that  deluded  and  miserable  set  of  agitators  receive  the 
countentnee  of  the  North  and  East,  more  than  from  the 
South,  whiic  Iheir  eiTortt  were  so  well  calculated  to 
cripple  their  beat  iatereits  and  check  their  growing 
prosperity. 

It  is  impoesiblc  that  that  sagacious  people,  heretofore 
10  much  famed  for  their  foresight  and  intelligence,  should 
now  becme  so  iteeped  in  priestcrafV,  auperstition,  and 
prejudice,  as  not  to  be  longer  able  to  ace  their  glaring 
impolieyt  u>d  the  total  subversion  of  their  best  interest, 
by  tbeir  peraeverance  in  the  wild,  impractrcable,  and 
visionary  course  pursued  by  their  priesthooil,  in  their 
abolition  efforts.  Truly  degenerate  must  the  sons  of 
thuse  revolutionary  fathers  of  New  England  be,  who 
contributed  ao  much  in  effecting  the  glorioua  independ- 
ence of  this  great  republican  empire.  And  ia  it  possible 
that  these  hardy  sons  of  the  North  and  East  should  be 
ao  delinquent  in  duty  as  to  require  now  to  be  spurred  on 
by  the  petitions  of  adults,  women,  and  school  children.^ 
Sir,  the  whole  subject  is  rarcicsl,  originated  by  the 
priesthood,  to  acquire  distinction  and  political  nolorietyt 
cuch  a  one  as  should  meet  (he  contempt  and  ridicule  of 
the  sturdy  sons  of  democracy  of  the  East,  North,  and 
South,  and  aucb  as  should  be  indulged  only  in  the 
dreams  of  (M  maids,  grannies,  and  children.  There  ia 
not  an  Idea  connected  with  any  pait  of  the  subject  that 
deserves  the  name  of  manliness,  and  becoming  the  con- 
•ideration  of  an  intelligent  statesman. 

Are  these  people  yet  to  lesrn  to  weigh  the  conse- 
quence of  a  aererance  of  this  Union,  and  particularly 
when  fanaticism  and  aDti4laTery  become  the  avowed 
cause?  Have  they  yet  to  count  the  coat  and  anticipate 
the  losa  of  thia  mad  project?  Are  they  still  ignorant  that 
%  non-intercourse  law  would  be  the  immediate  conse- 
quence of  a  aeparation  of  the  two  sections  of  this  coun- 
try *  Are  they  not  aware  that  commercial  regulations 
Would  be  immediately  entered  into  by  the  South,  with 
the  European  Powers,  on  more  advantageous  terms  than 
it  is  now  bsd  with  them?  Would  not  Great  Britain  jump 
at  auch  a  proposition!  and  embrace  with  avidity  the  man- 
ifold advantages  that  she  would  realize  from  the  acquiai* 
tion  of  such  measures*  Then,  sir,  what  would  become 
of  your  manufactories  (o  the  North  and  East?  From 
what  country  would  you  get  your  raw  materials,  partic- 
ularly cotton?  Where  would  you  find  a  market  for 
your  fabricated  materials.'  Your  coarse  cottons  and 
woollena,  that  are  now  consumed  almost  exclusively  by 
the  slaves  of  the  South'  Surely  Northern  politicians 
must  have  taken  but  a  birdVeye  view  of  this  subject, 
who  can  even  connive  at  such  a  course  of  suicidal  poli- 
cy.   There  would  necessarily  be  a  perfect  stagnation  in 


every  branch  of  your  nnmifteturev  and  scenes  of  di*. 
tress  and  confusion,  want  and  penury,  would  follow  ia 
thick  succession,  hitherto  unknown  to  any  part  of  tb* 
population  of  this  country. 

But,  sir,  (said  he,)  these  are  not  all  of  the  calamitiec 
that  auch  a  policy  would  inflict  on  those  unfortanstc 
people.  In  whose  hands,  he  would  uk,  was  now  pteeed 
nineteen  twentieths  of  the  shipping  of  this  country? 
Certainly  in  tboae  of  the  good  people  of  the  NorUi  and 
East.  What,  sir,  would  become  of  them  and  ttieir  ooi 
merce  at  such  a  time?  Where  would  you  find  empk^ 
ment  for  your  sailors  and  seamen,  excluded  from  (be 
Southern  porta  and  Southern  trade?  Tour  dipping 
would  be  left  to  rot  In  your  own  porta  and  harbors,  and 
your  seamen  to  prowl  through  your  cities,  in  beggary 
and  want.  Such,  Mr.  Speaker,  would  be  the  inevitable 
effects,  in  my  humble  judgment,  of  a  non-intercourae 
law,  passed  by  the  Souihern  States,  on  (he  intereat  of 
the  North  and  Eastt  and  to  such  it  must  come  at  last,  if 
(he  North  and  East  are  so  blended  with  auperstition  and 
fanaticism  as  to  give  countenance  to  the  Quixotic  pro* 
jects  of  the  abolitionists. 

It  is  in  vain  for  them  to  flalter  themaelvea  that  tbt 
Southern  people  would  prefer  the  continuance  of  thia 
Union  to  a  surrender  of  their  right  to  their  property, 
under  any  conditions  or  circumstances  that  might  be 
proposed  by  foreign  interference  or  fanatical  agitation. 
No,  there  was  not  a  member  in  that  House  from  the 
South  that  would  pause  a  moment  in  preferring  the  ia. 
violable  retention  of  bis  right  to  bis  property  to  a  eoa> 
tinuance  of  Ibis  Union;  and  should  that  question  ever  be 
made,  which  was  now  threatened  by  ibe  character  of 
the  petition  on  your  table,  gentlemen  deceived  tbem- 
sclves  egrrgiously,  if  they  expected  to  hear  one  dissent- 
ing voice  in  any  Southern  or  aUveholding  State  of  this 
Union.  He  could  assure  the  House,  however  much  they 
might  be  divided  in  relation  to  men  and  abstract  political 
principles,  that  on  that  subject  at  least  there  vaa  but  oiM 
sentiment  prevalent  throughout  every  slaveboMing  Stata 
of  (bis  Union,  ao  far  as  his  information  extend«l.  Ia 
fact,  a  man  who  paused  in  a  decision  on  that  subject,  to 
(he  South  would  be  deemed  snd  treated  as  a  traitor.  Ha 
implored  honorable  gentlemen  from  all  sections  of  the 
Union,  if  they  bad  any  lurking  doubts  or  suspicions  on 
that  subject,  forthwith  to  discard  (hem.  The  whole 
tcbeme  was  impracticable,  short  of  the  hloodieat  civil 
and  religious  war  that  had  ever  been  witnessed  or  re- 
corded in  (he  history  of  mant  and  before  it  could  be  ef- 
fected, the  fairest  portion  of  this  favored  land  of  repub- 
lican freemen  would  be  truly  converted  into  *'  a  howling 
wilderness."  And  were  consequences  like  these  (o 
present  no  barrier  (o  (be  wild  enthusiasm  of  a  fiend-lito 
fanaticism?  He  called  upon  gentlemen  upon  all  sadca  <^ 
the  House  to  pause  well  before  tbey  took  the  firat  step 
to  give  countenance  to  the  insanity  of  these  fanatical 
madmen. 

Mr.  B.  said,  so  far  as  he  waa  interested,  it  would  not 
make  the  least  difference  to  him,  as  a  private  man,  to 
live  in  a  separated  or  a  united  Government;  but  aa  a 
public  man  and  an  American  statesman,  he  felt  the  deep- 
est  interest  for  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  and  the  sa» 
cred  fraternity  of  the  Stales;  and  it  was  that  to  whieb 
we  must  all  come  at  last  if  this  question  ever  gained 
ascendency  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The 
South  would  be  compelled  (o  decide  whether  tbey 
would  give  up  their  own  property  or  (he  Union.  Waa 
there  a  single  man  in  the  nation  so  igitorant  as  not  to 
know  what  would  be  their  unanimoua  decision  on  that 
subject  ?  Sir,  said  be,  1  repeat  it,  without  fear  of  con- 
tradiction, that  there  ia  not  a  man  to  the  South  of  the 
Potomac  (hat  would  not  be  looked  on  as  a  traitor,  that 
would  hesitate  in  deciding  against  the  continuance  of 
this  Vtaon  underaucb  degradii^circu^utancea..  Such  a 
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one  ooold  not  live  ftmong^Lut,  «nd  it  ii  for  the  Butern 
Md  Northern  sbotitioniitB  to  preu  us  to  make  thia  moit 
■ftd  decision.  What,  then,  will  be  (heiroonditionf  Will 
they  hive  liberated  one  itave  more'  Will  U  not  be 
placed  further  out  of  their  power  ever  to  do  this^  Will 
tbey  not  have  to  decide,  too,  on  this  great  alternative? 
Will  they  not  hare  to  decide  whether  they  will  remain 
members  of  this  Union  with  the  slaveholdingp  States*  or 
to  separate  from  them  in  consequence  of  their  continuing: 
to  bold  their  slaves.'  Sir,  let  them  look  to  tbeir  com- 
merce— their  mtnufactoriei.  Let  tbem  look  to  a  non> 
intereourie  with  the  Southern  Stttest  and  what  be* 
come  of  these  great  sourees  of  wealth,  enterprise,  and 
even  sustenance,  to  a  great  part  of  their  populationf 

To  a  New  England  man  human  nature  cannot  con- 
oeire  a  project  more  suicidal  and  self-immoIating  than 
that  now  agitated  by  the  religious  fanatics  and  priest- 
hood of  the  Eutern  and  Northern  States.  But  such  a 
policy  could  only  be  expected,  when  politicians  were 
prompted  to  action  by  Ibe  exhorutions  of  women  and 
children.  It  is  not  in  the  field,  nor  is  it  in  the  cabinet, 
where  the  counsel  of  lovely  woman  has  been  found  most 
potent)  to  adorn  her  sex,  she  is  destined  for  a  difTerent 
•pherei  and  it  it  for  the  want  of  men* 

"TliatwonwnbeceaieinaaiiiiaiuiUi  grown, 
And  aMuma  the  pan  thw  nwa  slwuld  ma  alone." 

He  would  lell  the  abolitionists,  not  a  single  object  that 
they  contended  for  could  they  accomplish,  short  ofa  civil 
war,  and  one,  too,  that  would  drench  the  fairest  fields  of 
this  great  republic  with  brothers*  bloodi  and  that  they 
are  atupid,  silly,  idle,  creatures  who  dream  of  the  con- 
trary. Where,  then,  will  be  found  their  women  and 
children,  who  crowd  this  House  with  silly  petitions? 
Where  their  priests?  In  the  tented  field?  No,  sir,  but 
skulking,  shivering,  shrinking  from  dangerand  responsi- 
bility, and  even  then  denying  the  part  that  they  had  once 
taken  in  getting  up  this  tragic  drama.  Will  their  wo- 
men then  be  seen  in  the  field,  amid  the  clanger  of  arms 
and  the  shouts  of  victory,  or  heard  in  the  cabinet  with 
tbe  cries  of  their  children  around  them?  Let  the  hardy 
■ona  of  New  England,  who  bave  bad  little  or  aothing  to 
do  with  getting  up  this  excitement,  but  on  whom 
alone  the  brunt  of  war  would  rest,  if  acted  out,  answer 
Ibis! 

They  bave  never  heretofore  reqnired  the  cries  of  their 
children  and  the  exhortations  of  their  women  to  urge 
them  on  in  the  defence  of  their  rights.  He  looked  on 
the  whole  of  the  present  attempt  of  the  priesthood  and 
aboniionists  as  a  libel  on  tbeir  charaeteri  and  he  believed, 
as  he  bad  every  reason  to  hope,  that  it  would  be  ulti- 
mately proven  so.  No;  they  knew  too  well  that  their 
rights  had  not  been  invaded  by  their  brethren  to  the 
South—not  even  threatened  by  themt  and  he  would  not 
for  a  moment  believe  that  that  intelligent  people  would 
ever  plunge  this  country  into  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war, 
to  gratify  the  base,  cunning,  and  ambitious  designs  of  an 
unprincipled,  ignorant  prieathood,  who  dared  to  speak 
alone  through  their  women  and  children,  and  thus  to  in- 
stigate to  false  action  men  whom  they  would  not  meet 
Atce  to  face,  and  measure  reason  against  reason  on  the 
impolicy  and  evil  consequences  of  their  acts- 

But  (said  Mr.  B.)  this  is  no  new  mode  with  the 

Eriests  to  insinuate  the  influence  of  church  in  state.  It 
as  been  by  the  acquisition  of  such  influence  over  the 
*'  weaker  vessel,"  the  imbecile  and  ignorant  of  all  age^ 
that  they  have  succeeded  in  enslaving  mankind,  which 
nothing  but  the  light  of  reason,  the  progress  of  science, 
and  the  rapid  march  of  universal  intelligence,  have  con- 
tiibuted  so  much  to  dispel. 

If  there  be  any  that  yet  doubt  of  the  baneful  effects  of 
this  unwarrantable  interference  of  the  church  in  the  af- 
fairs of  state,  let  him  cast  hia  eyes  over  the  history  of  the 
laddie  »gesi  let  him  view  through  that  mirror  through 


which  is  reflected  a  scene  of  blood  and  carnage  that  de- 
luged the  barrens  of  both  Europe  and  Asia  fur  four  cen- 
turies with  blood,  and  bave  in  vain  challenged  tbe  his- 
tory of  the  world  for  a  parallel,  and  let  him  answer, 
when  have  similar  causes  ftiled  to  produce  like  tffeetat 

Mr.  Speaker,  (said  be,)  I  am  no  alarmist.  I  would  to 
Ood  I  could  allay  this  spirit  of  fanaticism  and  folly,  and 
that  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  in  this  land,  could 
view  it  in  all  its  native  deformities.  It  poisons  every 
fountain  of  social  intercourse,  and  breathes  over  the 
whole  circle  of  its  malign  influence  a  blighting  and  with- 
ering exhalation,  before  whose  pestiferous  blaatsll  nature 
seems  to  sicken  and  decay. 

But,  air,  perhaps  I  have  dwelt  long  enough  en  this 
part  of  this  disturbing  subject.  At  least  I  have  my  own 
conviction  of  the  indelicate  if  not  the  more  unenviable 
situation  that  honorable  gentlemen  assume  here,  who 
persiat  in  presenting  these  petition^  and  urging  their 
consideration  on  this  House — a  situation  that  no  honor- 
able member  could  be  desirous  to  covet,  however  fond 
he  might  be  of  notoriety.  He  had  always  regretted  ex- 
ceedingly, whenever  he  had  seen  an  honorable  member 
of  that  House  rise  and  announce  his  intention  to  present 
a  petition  of  that  character.  He  thought  it  much  more 
fitting  and  patriotic  in  honorable  members  to  putall  such 
in  their  pockets,  or  return  them  to  their  deluded,  short- 
sighted authmi  or,  perhaps^  to  those  wily  priests  who 
had  been  more  instrumental  in  getting  them  np.  Yes, 
sir,  better,  far  better,  would  the  venerable  and  honor- 
id>le  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Aoaxs]  serve 
tbe  clause  of  liberty,  religion,  and  the  peace  and  perma- 
nence of  this  Goverenment,  were  he  to  return  them  to 
his  constituents,  whether  men,  or  women,  or  children, 
and  warn  them  of  tbe  perils  and  dangers  that  they  pro- 
voked by  their  follies.  Let  him  go  and  convince  them 
of  the  impracticability  of  their  Utopian,  visionary  cru- 
sade against  the  rights  of  Southern  men,  who  would 
sooner  see  tbeir  fields  and  their  forests  deluged  with 
blood  than  yield  to  such  a  foe  one  particle  of  that 
sacred  right  that  the^  bad  inherited  from  their  Others 
under  thar  constitution,  and  held  without  molestation  for 
the  better  half  of  a  century.  Let  him  teach  these  eon- 
stituents  (for  uninformed  they  must  be)  bow  revolting  it 
is  to  tbe  feelings  of  honorable  men  to  have  impudent 
strangers,  totally  ignorant  of  their  situations  or  con- 
ditions, to  intrude  on  their  deliberation,  and  undertake 
to  dictate  to  them  in  what  manner  they  should  treat  a 
subject,  or  dispose  of  it,  in  which  they  have  not  a  single 
interest,  and  of  which,  from  tbe  very  nature  of  things, 
they  cannot  bave  any  thing  fike  correct  information. 
Let  bim,  air,  return  with  bis  idle,  self-immolating  pe- 
titions, and  endeavor  to  dtspel  from  tbe  eyes  of  those 
weak,  deluded  petitioners  the  trance  that  has  been  so 
ingeniously  imposed  on  tbem  by  an  ambitious,  cunning, 
designing,  but  dastardly  priesthood,  whose  predecessors 
have  done  so  much  mischief  to  mankind  througb  all 
ages,  without  baiarding  the  first  hem  of  their  garments 
in  battle.  Let  him  show  what  all  history  has  proven  to 
be  the  consequences  of  a  religious  war,  and  that  such 
must  be,  if  persisted  in  by  them,  (and  they  can  stir  up 
enough  to  effect  it,)  the  unquestionably  inevitable  result 
in  the  present  case. 

Let  no  man  deceive  himself  in  the  nature  of  this  extra- 
ordinary project  of  fanaticism.  There  may  yet  grow  out 
of  its  scenes  that  which,  in  enormity,  will  by  far  outstrip 
those  enacted  by  the  Christian  and  Turk  in  the  twelftli, 
thirteenth,  and  fourteenth  centuriest  and  with  what 
final  benefit  to  the  Christian  world,  let  history  speak. 
Yes,  sir,  proceed  with  your  fanatic  designs,  and  you 
may  light  up  a  blaze  of  even  a  religious  war,  that  may 
end  in  the  extermination  of  one  portion  or  the  other  of 
our  faireat  countrymen.  Will  the  Christians  of  the  South, 
whose  religion  it  is  to  bold  slaves/Tfeld  inih(iF,love  fur 
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Ilieir  religion  and  piety  to  those  or  the  North,  who  have 
thus  undertaken  to  past  sentence  or  eondemnation  on 
tbem^  No.  Tou  will  find  some  of  our  oldeat  and  ableat 
nen  of  the  church,  vho  bare  grown  gray  under  their 
prewnt  inatitut'iona,  where  davery  it  tolerated,  taking 
the  field  in  resiatance  to  the  uiurpation  and  insolence  of 
their  foreign  inraderi,  In  defence  of  their  religion,  their 
rights,  and  Iheir  property.  The  church,  too,  may  not 
escape  the  shock  that  some  of  their  designing  priests 
may  have  intended  alone  for  state,  by  which  the  found- 
ation of  their  prabj^eriet  and  ^Uet^iaeiet  may  be  shaken 
to  their  centres;  and  it  may  shortly  become  neeesMty  for 
the  South  to  prescribe  the  limits  to  these  ministerial  in- 
cendiaries and  their  unholy  abettors.  To  such  a  state  of 
frenzy  have  they  already  excited  the  indignant  feelings  of 
the  people  of  the  South,  that  suspicion  amounts  to  the 
conviction  of  any  suspected  of  being  an  incendiary.  The 
forms  of  a  trial  have  been  dispensed  with,  and  will  be, 
under  this  state  of  excitement!  and  the  accused,  though 
innocent,  by  the  madness  and  folly  of  abolitionism,  may 
be.  In  the  hurry  of  the  excitement  that  they  have  ore- 
ated,  dragged  to  an  ignominious  punishment. 

I  will  again  repeat,  (^ntinued  Mr.  B.,)  that  those 
ignorant  creatures  knew  not  wh>t  they  had  been 
doing;  gome  of  them  were  not  even  acquainted  with 
the  extent  of  the  mischier  that  they  bad  been  induced 
by  others  to  set  on  foot;  in  fact,  none  were  more  igno< 
nnt  than  themselves  of  the  true  nature  of  the  subject, 
that  they  had  presumed  to  dictate  to  this  House  In  what 
manner ihey  should  set.  He  hesitated  not  lossy,  when 
this  subject  approached  to  extremes,  that  its  mischiefs 
would  recoil  on  the  beads  of  its  authors,  though,  per- 
haps, at  the  expense  of  the  happiness  and  lives  of 
thousandaand  lens  of  thousands  ofbeUer  soula.* 

Before  Mr.  Btsnx  bad  concluded  hi*  ^eech,  (as 

5iven  entire  In  preceding  pige%)  he  gare  way  to  Ur. 
'ATLOB,  on  vbote  motion  the  House  t^oumed. 

TUUDAT,  Jasdabx  10. 

On  motkm  of  Mr.  ADAMS,  Mvertlainendmenta  were 
made  to  the  journal  of  yesterday,  the  purport  of  which 
was  to  give  «  more  definite  description  at  the  ■ntidry 
petitions  presented  by  him  in  relation  to  the  abolition  of 
atavery  in  the  DiMrid  of  Columbia. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  to  enable 
him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Raolwdt  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions, 
propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  to  the 
abolition  of  daverv,  shall,  without  being  either  printed 
or  referred,  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  no  further 
action  whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Mr.  D.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to 
suspend)  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were: 
Yeas  lOS,  nays  78— not  two-thirds. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 

FREEDOM  OF  ELECTION. 
Several  reports  having  been  made  from  the  ttandibg 
committees,  and  befure  the  reporti  of  committee!  were 

concluded — 

<Mr.  BELL  roae  and  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
interfere  with  the  regular  reporti  of  committees,  but 

*  Injustice  to  the  ministen  of  the  Baptist  and  Meth- 
odist ohurchea,  from  the  best  Information  had  on  the 
fubject,  tbey  have  bad  but  little,  if  any  thing,  to  do 
with  getting  up  this  fanatical  excitementt  and,  in  the 
South,  it  is  believed  that  they  are  unanimously  opposed 
to  every  step  that  the  fiinatics  have  taken  in  relation  to 
aboKtlon.— AUe  »y  Mr.  B, 


that  he  would  now  more  for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill,  of' 
which  he  had  given  notice  the  other  day,  to  leeare  the 
freedom  of  election. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  the  motion  was  not  now  in  order; 
but  that  it  would  be  in  order  for  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  submit  the  motion  at  any  time  when,  ander 
the  rule  regulating  the  "  order  of  business  of  the  day," 
it  would  be  in  order  for  him  to  submit  a  motion  on  any 
other  subject. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  was  under  the  necesnty  of  makings 
a  question  on  this  point.  He  bad  given  notiee  of  ttia 
motion  the  other  day,  because  he  could  procare  an  op- 
portunity to  bring  in  a  resolution  which  might  accom- 
plish the  object.  He  thought  that  he  was  entitled  to 
make  the  motion  at  this  time.  He  did  not  propose  now 
to  offer  a  resolution,  bul,a  substitute  for  a  report;  and 
if  the  Chair  was  not  satisfied  that  he  had  a  right  so  to 
do  at  the  present  tltne,  he  must  beg  leave  to  submit  a 
few  remarks. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  looked  caretblly  into  the 
question,  and  it  was  hts  declsitm  Aat  tbe  motion  was 
not  in  order  at  Ihia  time. 

Mr.  BELL  appealed  from  this  decision,  and  entered, 
at  some  length,  into  his  reasons  for  so  doing.  Tbe  rule 
under  which  be  had  given  notice  of  this  motion  waa  the 
87'ih  rule,  which  is  in  the  following  lerois: 

"  Every  bill  shall  be  introduced  by  motion  for  leave, 
or  by  an  order  of  the  House,  on  the  report  of  a  cimb* 
.  mitteet  and,  in  either  case,  a  committee  to  prepare  tbe 
same  shall  be  appointed.  In  cases  of  a  general  nature, 
one  day's  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  the  motion 
to  bring  In  a  bilit  and  every  such  motion  may  be  com- 
mitted." 

There  were  two  modes,  Mr.  B.  said,  under  this  role, 
of  getting  a  bill  before  the  House,  and,  in  either  caae,  it 
must  be  done  by  tbe  order  of  tbe  House;  and  eren  bida 
reported  in  the  morning  were  received  under  the  order 
of  the  House.  The  aame  law,  the  same  reason,  and  tbe 
same  rule,  almost  literally  governed  both  cases.  Both 
bills  were  embraced  under  tlie  same  rule,  and  the  cohe- 
rence was  the  uime.  Upon  what  principle  was  it  that 
the  Chair  bad  decided  that  a  motion  for  leave  to  brii^ 
in  a  bill  should  not  be  assigned  the  same  hour  as  crtber 
reports'  By  what  meana  could  a  distinction  be  made  in 
the  two  eases^  The  decision  not  only  poatponed  die 
time  for  a  day,  but  might  postpone  It  to  tiie  end  of  the 
aession.  He  appealed  to  tbe  magnanimity  and  sense  of 
justice  of  the  House;  and,  if  that  was  not  sufficient,  he 
appealed  to  the  right  of  deliberation  in  this  House.  He 
hoped  that  his  character  there  WiS  loo  well  known  to 
admit  of  the  supposition  that  he  would  bring  forward  a 
frivolous  measure,  or  one  tbe  object  of  which  was  only 
to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  making  a  harangue  liir 
ephemera)  effect  here  or  elsewhere. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  grounds  of  his  decinon  to 
the  House.  He  premised  by  saying  that  this  was  a  novel 
proceeding  in  this  House.  From  the  organisation  of  the 
Government  (1789)  to  the  present  period,  as  far  as  pre- 
cedents had  been  aearched,  but  few  cases  were  to  be 
found  (he  believed  but  two  or  three)  of  bills  brought  In 
on  motion  for  leave;  and  these,  so  far  as  any  thing  ap- 
pears, had  been  brought  in  by  general  consent,  and  re- 
ferred, tub  aUeniio,  to  a  committee  of  the  House.  The 
Chair  had  looked  in  vain  for  precedents,  in  the  former 
proceedings  of  the  House,  to  aid  bim  in  the  course 
proper  to  be  taken  on  this  occasion.  He  bad  found 
none,  and  had  been  thrown  back  to  the  question  of  the 
construction  which  it  was  proper  thoold  be  plued  on 
these  rules.  In  fixing  this  construction,  he  had  adopted 
tbe  principle  familiar  in  legal  proceedings,  that  that  con- 
struction was  to  be  placed  upon  the  statute  whicb  would 
give  eff'eet  to  every  part  of  it,  provided  it  be  susceptible 
of  auch  conalnietion,  md  not  to^liteevni^jlMnsirae* 
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tion  upon  one  part  u  would  toUUy  abrogsle  tod  uinul 
•nother,  ud  render  it  inopentiTe. 

Thia  if  «  *'  motion''  for  **  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill."  It 
M  made  under  the  rule  which  proride*  that  **  every  bill 
■hall  be  introduced  by  motion  for  leave,  or  by  an  order 
of  the  House  on  the  report  of  a  committee)  and,  in  either 
case,  a  committee  to  prepare  the  bill  shall  be  ippolnted. 
In  casei  of  a  general  nature,  one  day'i  notice  at  least 
aball  be  given  of  the  motion  to  bring  In  a  bill,  and  every 
■uoh  iDOtitHi  may  be  committed."  At  what  lime,  and  at 
what  ati^  of  the  daily  prpceedingi  of  the  House,  is  it 
is  order  to  malce  thia  moticmf  The  rules  prescribe  a 
particular  "  order  of  business  of  the  day,"  for  every  day. 
The  Speaker  is  first  to  "cause  tbe  journal  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  to  be  read,"  and  no  other  motion  or  buw- 
neas  can  be  interposed  until  this  is  done.  "  As  soon  aa 
tbe  journal  is  read,"  "reports  first  from  tbe  standing 
Mid  then  from  tbe  select  committeca  diall  be  called  for 
and  disposed  of|  reiolutions  shall  then  be  called  for,  and 
dispoied  of  by  tbe  same  rules  which  apply  to  petitions." 
**  And,  after  one  hour  shall  have  been  devoted  to  reports 
from  committees  and  resolutions,  it  shall  be  in  order  to  ' 
proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day."  It  is  further  provi- 
ded that  "the  business  specified  in  the  two  preceding 
rules  [the  reading  of  the  journal,  reports  from  commit* 
tees,  and  resolutions  or  motions]  shall  be  done  at  no  otb> 
er  inrt  of  tbe  day,'*  except  durinj^  tbe  iDorning  hour. 
Upon  tbe  meeting  of  the  House  this  morning,  the  jour- 
nal  of  the  preceding  day  was  read,"  as  required  by  the 
nilest  "  reports  from  standing  committees  were  then 
called  for,"  as  required  by  the  rules.  A  part  of  these 
reports  have  been  made,  and  a  part  remain  to  be  made. 
At  this  stage  of  the  proceedinga  a  member  arises,  and 
propoaea  to  interrupt  and  arreat  the  call  for  reporta  from 
committees,  by  offering  to  submit  '*  a  motion"  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill."  Can  this  motion  be  entertained  at 
this  titnef  In  tbe  opinion  of  the  Chair  it  cannot,  without 
a  palpable  violation  of  the  rule  quoted.  If  it  can  be  en- 
teriamed  at  this  stage,  upon  the  same  principle  it  could 
have  been  entertained  imowdiately  opon  the  meeting  of 
the  House  this  morning,  and  before  tbe  "journal  of  the 
preceding  day  was  re^." 

The  rules  prescribe  a  particular  order  in  which  the 
busineu  of  the  House  shall  be  transacted.  They  provide 
a  division  or  allotment  of  time,  and  set  apart  ao  hour  on 
each  day  within  which  a  particular  class  or  description 
of  "  business  shall  be  done,"  and  expressly  declare  that 
this  class  or  description  ofbusiness  "shall  be  done  at  no 
other  part  of  the  day ."  The  order  of  business  thus  pre- 
scribed u,  Ist,  that  the  "journal  of  the  preceding  day 
be  readt"  3d,  reports  from  committeca;  and,  3d, 
resolutions  and  motions  aball  be  called  for  and  disposed 
of  according  to  a  prescribed  ordert  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  one  hour,  devoted  to  busineu  of  this  character, 
it  shall  be  in  order  to  proceed  to  tlie  orders  of  the  day. 
These  are  the  express  requisitions  of  these  rules.  It 
may  be  asked,  at  what  time  can  this  "motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill,"  be  made?  The  answer  Is  furnished 
by  the  rule  itself.  AAer  reporta  from  committees  are 
made  and  disposed  of,  resolutions  shall  then  be  called 
for"  from  the  several  States,  in  the  order  of  the  States, 
as  prescribed  in  the  rule.  The  member  must  wait  until 
his  State  shall  be  called,  and  it  shall  be  in  order  for  him 
to  move  a  resolution,  or  make  a  motion,  and  then  it  will 
be  regular  to  entertain  this  motion.  This  is  the  only 
proper,  time  to  mske  the  notion,  unless,  by  a  auspcnsion 
of  the  rules,  which  requirea  a  vote  of  two  thirds,  it  shall 
be  allowed  by  the  House  at  another  hour  of  the  day. 
But  it  ia suggested  that  "resolution,"  the  term  used  in 
the  rule,  is  not  a  motion.  They  belong  to  the  same  class 
of  business.  A  resolution  is  in  the  nature  of  a  motion, 
and  a  motion  in  tbe  nature  of  a  resolution,  and  in  tbe 
pTMtice  of  the  House  they  have  been  invariably  treated 


and  acted  on  as  aynonimous.  For  example,  when  the 
States  are  called  for  reaoluliona,  it  has  been  tbe  constant 
practice  to  make  motioiu  to  print  documents,  and  on  va- 
rious other  subjects.  A  motion  is  an  unwritten  resolu- 
tion, and,  when  submitted,  is  reduced  to  writing  and  Is  re- 
corded on  the  journal.  This  objection  is  technical,  and 
not  substantial.  If  it  be  not  so,  then  we  must  come  to 
the  absurd  conclusion  that,  by  tbe  rules,  there  is  no  time 
at  which  motions  are  in  order.  By  this  construction, 
both  rules,  the  one  caving  the  right  to  a  member  -to 
"submit  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,"  and  the 
other  prescribing  tbe  "  order  of  business  of  the  day" 
during  the  morning  hour,  have  their  full  operation.  The 
member  has  a  right  to  make  this  motion,  but  he  must 
wait  until  the  time  arrives  when  it  is  in  order  for  him  to 
do  it.  If  a  contrary  construction  be  givent  ifa  member 
has  a  right  at  any  time  of  tbe  day  to  make  the  motion 
propo^nl,  then  the  rule  prescribing  the  *' order  of  buii- 
ness  of  the  day"  is  practically  abrogated  and  reacinded. 
If  this  motion  may  be  made  at  a  period  of  the  day  to  in* 
terrupt  and  arrest  the  call  for  reports  from  committees 
and  the  call  of  the  Slates  for  resolutions  and  motions  in 
the  order  of  Slates,  as  prescribed  by  the  rule,  there  ia 
nothing  to  prevent  it  from  being  made  before  the  jour* 
nal  of  the  preceding  day  baa  been  read;  and  to  permit 
either  would  be  totally  lo  change  and  revolutiontze  tbe 
settled  order  of  business  of  this  House.  What  would  be 
the  consequences  which  would  follow  F  Tbe  member 
making  the  motion  for  leave  would  have  a  right  to  de* 
bate  it.  He  would  have  a  right  not  only  to  atate  tbe 
character  of  the  bill  which  he  asks  leave  to  bring  in,  but 
to  discuss  its  merits.  He  may  debate  it,  if  be  chooses, 
through  the  day.  Other  members  may  also  debate  it, 
in  favor  or  against  **  the  motion  for  leave**  to  bring  it  ini 
and  thus  the  regular  and  eatabUdied  order  of  businesa 
under  these  rules  would  be  deraoged  and  set  saide,  at 
the  will  of  any  one  member,  at  any  period  of  the  day, 
when  he  chooses  to  make  a  "motion  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill."  Tbe  daily  reports  made  by  committees  would 
be  arrested,  not  only  for  one  day,  but  aa  long  aa  the  de- 
bate on  the  motion  may  continue.  All  reaolntiona  and 
motions,  pending  and  undclerminrd,  aa  well  ai  those  to 
be  offered,  miut  be  postponed,  and  precedence  given  to 
this  motion.  There  ia  nothing  in  the  rule  autborizii^ 
this  motion  to  be  made  which  makes  it  a  privileged  mo- 
tion, to  take  precedence  over  all  other  business;  and  to 
permit  it  lo  be  made  so  would  be  not  only  to  change  the 
mode  and  order  of  doing  business  in  thia  House,  from  the 
first  Congress  to  the  present  time,  but  to  put  it  in  the 
power  of  individual  members  to  obstruct,  delay,  and  pre- 
vent action  on  tbe  other  bunneia  of  the  Hoose. 

By  reiirtcting  the  right  to  make  this  motion  to  tbe 
proper  hour  for  submitting  motions  or  resolutions,  all 
confusion  and  derangement  of  tbe  "order  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House"  will  be  avoided.  The  motion,  when 
submitted  in  proper  time,  will  be  subject  to  all  the  ruica 
wbieh  ftpply  to  other  motions  and  reaolutionsi  and  thus 
tbe  bariness  of  the  House  will  go  on  regularly,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  established  practice  and  uasgea  of  tbe 
Houae. 

To  illustrate  further  to  what  practical  results  a  con- 
trary deciwon  from  that  which  had  been  given  would 
lead,  the  Speaker  stated  that  it  was  only  "  in  cases  of  a 
general  nature"  (hat  one  day's  notice  of  this  motion  was 
required.  In  cases  not  of  a  general  nature,  no  notice  of 
the  motion  wu  requ'ned.  Suppoae  a  member  baa  a 
petition  and  a  resolution  which  he  deairea  to  present, 
with  a  view  to  have  them  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
House  for  a  report  and  bill,  for  the  relief  of  bis  constitu* 
ents.  By  the  rules,  petitions  can  only  be  presented  on 
petition  day,  being  the  first  day  of  tbe  nteeting  of  the 
House  in  each  weekt  and  then  only  as  the  Slalea  are 
called  in  their  order  to.^^^j.@g^|^pctitio».. 
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The  member  must  wtit  until  petition  dty,  and  until  bii 
Sttte  ia  called,  before  he  can  present  his  petition.  And 
■o  of  reaolutiona  and  motions:  the  member  must  wait  un. 
til  (he  reaaliiiions  pendin);  and  undetermined  are  disposed 
of,  and  his  Stite  is  called  for  resolutions  and  motions,  be- 
fore be  is  entitled  to  submit  a  resolution  or  make  a  mo- 
tion. There  is  no  proceedinfr  of  thia  House  better  es- 
tablished, or  more  imperatively  required  by  the  rules, 
than  this.  But  if  the  constmetion  now  insisted  on  be  the 
true  one,  Ihit  this  motion  for  lesre  may  be  made  at  this 
or  another  hour  of  every  day,  why,  then,  a  member 
haring  ■  petition  to  present,  instead  of  waiting  fur  peti- 
tion day  to  present  it,  has  only  to  prepare  a  bill  based  on 
his  petition,  and  come  into  the  House  on  an^  morning, 
and  submit  his  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  bill,  and 
m%y  proceed  to  the  dUcussion  of  the  merits  of  the  bill 
which  he  asks  leave  to  bring  in.  And  so  of  a  resolution 
of  inquiry  directed  to  a  committee,  which  he  msy  wish 
to  ofler.  Instesd  of  waiting  for  his  State  to  be  called  in 
ita  order  for  resolutions,  he  has  only  to  prepare  a  bill 
embracing  the  objects  of  bis  resnlulion,  and  come  into 
the  House  at  a  time  when  under  the  rules  he  is  not  au- 
thorized to  offer  resolutions  or  make  motions,  and  sub- 
mil  bit  "  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  bis  bill,"  and  pro- 
ceed to  discois  it.  BTCFy  member  may  in  like  manner 
aiibfflit  motions  for  leare  to  bring  In  bills,  and  any  mem- 
ber may  aubmit  as  many  motions  of  the  kind  as  he  pleases, 
or  as  he  has  applications  for  relief  from  his  constituents. 
Every  one  must  see  (hat  the  effect  of  allowing  aucb  mo. 
tions,  except  at  the  regular  time  of  making  motions, 
would  be  to  annul  and  set  aside  the  rules  prescribing  the 
**  order  of  business  of  the  day^**  and  to  overturn  and 
wholly  change  the  established  and  uniform  practice  of 
the  House  ia  the  transaction  of  its  business. 

But  it  is  assumed  that  thia  *<  motion  for  leave"  may  be  ' 
made  when  reports  of  committees  are  called  for,  because 
it  is  said  the  same  rule  provides  for  reports  of  committees 
and  for  the  motions  for  leavei  and  it  is  insisted  that  bills 
cannot  be  reported,  even  by  a  committee,  except  by  '*  an 
order  of  the  House,"  and  "  in  either  case  a  committee 
to  prepare  the  same  ^11  be  appointed."  It  is  laid  that 
in  ever^  ease  of  a  bill  repivted  by  a  committee,  though 
no  motion  is  formally  put,  "an  order  of  the  House"  is 
presumed  to  be  made  to  authorize  the  committee  to  re- 
port the  bill.  This  error  arises  from  not  adverting  to 
the  fact  that  by  another  rule  of  the  House,  subsequent 
in  the  date  of  its  enaetmenr,  the  atanding  committees  are 
authorised  to  "  report  by  bill  or  otherwise,"  without 
*■  an  order  of  the  House."  The  rule  itself  ia  the  order 
of  the  House.  That  rule  is,  that  "  the  several  standing 
committees  of  (he  House  ahall  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise."  Commitleea  under  (his  latter  rule 
have  a  right  to  report  bills  without  any  other  previous 
"order  of  the  House."  The  same  rule  does  not  apply 
to  motiona  forlrave  to  bring  in  a  bill."  The  inference, 
therefore,  that  when  it  is  in  order  for  a  committee  to  re> 
port  a  bill,  it  ia  in  order  fur  a  member  not  acting  by  or- 
der of  any  committee  to  submit,  not  a  bill,  but  **  a  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,"  is  erroneous.  We 
muHt  not  confound  *'the  molioD  for  leave"  with  the 
bill  «:bich  is  to  follow  if  the  motion  be  agreed  to  by  the 
House.  This  is  a  motion,  not  a  bill.  The  motion  is  one 
thing,  and  the  bill  which  is  to  follow,  if  the  motion  be 
agreed  to,  another.  The  member  does  not  rise  and 
present  a  bill  to  (he  House,  as  committees  in  their  re- 
ports dot  but  he  submita  a  motion  for  leave,  which  mo. 
tion  is  the  question  before  (be  Houset  and  the  question 
still  recurs  at  what  time  this  motion  may  be  made.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  rule  authorizing  it  which  gives  it  pre- 
tedence  over  other  motions  or  reports  of  committees, 
prior  in  point  of  time,  and  entitled  to  be  first  considered. 
The  policy  of  our  rules  and  the  practice  under  them 
bare  always  been  to  employ  the  agency  of  commiiieca 


organized  by  the  House  to  originate  and  bring  io  billa. 
All  the  bills  ever  brought  into  this  House  have  been  re- 
ported by  committees  of  the  House,  with  the  excepBoa 
of  a  very  few  cases,  (he  believed  not  exceeding  two  or 
three,)  when  bills  had  first  been  brought  in  **  on  nkotioo 
for  leave,"  and  then  referred  to  acommittee  to  prepare 
the  same.  It  does  not  appear,  in  these  caser,  but  that 
the  motion  for  leave  was  made  at  a  time  and  in  a  atage 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  wben  the  sienber  bad 
a  right,  under  the  rules,  to  mi^e  it.  We  cannot  pre* 
some  that  it  was  made  at  any  other  time.  We  have 
committees  organized,  with  their  respective  duties  and 
jurisdiction  prescribed  and  defined,  to  whom,  by  peti- 
tion, resolution,  or  motion,  subjects  are  referred.  Ttiese 
commitleea  have  a  right  lo  report  by  bill,  without  "  an 
order  of  the  House,"  or  any  question  taken.  No  in- 
dividual member  has  this  right.  There  is  nothing  wbich, 
in  any  view  of  the  question,  can  give  to  this  motion  pre- 
cedence ever  reports  and  other  motions  and  resoluticMS. 
It  is  allowed,  it  is  true,  to  be  made,  but  it  can  only  be 
made  in  proper  time.  It  is  but  a  motion,  and  not,  ashu 
been  assumed,  a  substitute  fur  a  report.  No  nenber 
can  constitute  himself  a  (juoti  committee,  and  bring  into 
the  House  a  substitute  tor  a  report.  It  csnnot  be  aa- 
aigned  the  same  hour  allotted  to  report^  because  a  wn 
tion  fbr  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  ia  not  a  report,  and  can- 
not take  precedence  over  reports,  or  of  resolutioaaor 
motions  which  are  prior  in  point  of  tiiM,  and  entitled 
(o  be  first  considered. 

The  one  day's  notice  required  to  be  given  of  this  mo- 
tion, "  in  cases  of  a  general  nature,"  dees  not  aullumze 
the  motion  itself  to  be  made  out  of  time  and  in  violation 
of  the  prescribed  order  of  buwness.  I^c  notice  "in 
cases  of  a  general  nature"  only  enables  the  mover  to 
make  the  motion  at  the  time  when  motions  may  be  made 
under  the  rules.  Without  the  notice,  "in  caaea  of  a 
general  nature,"  tlie  motion  cannot  be  made,  even  when 
it  would  be  otherwise  in  order  for  the  member  to  make 
it.  The  analogy  between  (his  and  annther  rule  of  this 
House  requiring  one  day's  notice  of  a  motion  is  striking. 
That  rule  that  **no  standing  rule  or  order  of  tm 
House  shall  be  rescinded  or  changed  without  one  day's 
notice  being  given  of  the  motion  therefor."  A  member 
gives  notice,-  under  this  rule,  that  be  will  on  to-morrow 
aubmit  a  motion  to  rescind  one  of  the  rules  of  the  House: 
is  he  thereby  entitled  on  to-morrow  to  submit  his  motion, 
before  it  is  in  order  to  make  a  motion,  and  thus  f;ive 
precedence  to  it  over  all  other  resolutions  and  motions 
pending  and  undetermined,  and  by  their  priority  in  point 
of  time  entitled  under  the  rules  to  be  first  conaidered? 
Certainly  not.  The  practice  on  this  point  has  been  long 
settled.  The  motion  can  only  be  made  at  such  time  as 
(be  member  making  it  would  have  (he  right  to  move  a 
resolution,  or  make  a  motion  on  any  other  subject,  ac- 
cording to  (he  rules.  The  notice  in  both  cases  removes 
a  disability,  and  confers  no  privilege  which  can  give  pre* 
eedence  to  these  motions  over  all  other  resolutioBS  and 
motions  which,  under  (be  rules,  are  authorized  to  be 
made.  There  ia  no  analogy  to  be  found  in  the  proceed, 
ings  of  the  other  branch  of  this  Legislature,  where  the 

[tractice  has  been  allowed  to  bring  in  billa  on  motions  for 
eave,  because  the  rules  governing  the  proceedings  of 
that  body  differ  radically  from  ours.  There  ia  no  allot* 
ment  of  particular  hours  of  time  in  each  day  in  (he  Senate, 
such  as  our  rulrs  prescribe,  within  which  certain  ^>eci- 
fied  business,  of  particular  classes,  and  in  a  specified  or^ 
deroftime,  shall  be  transacted,  and  at  "no  other  part 
of  the  day."  The  complaint  upon  the  ground  of  the  de- 
lay which  will  be  produced  in  makin)^  this  notion,  by 
restricting  it  to  the  time  when,  under  the  rulea,  it  shall 
be  in  order  to  make  it,  applies  equally  lo  all  the  otb« 
business  before  the  Houae.  The  rulea  operate  equally 
on  all  the  members  of  ibe  Hotise,/Ii>dgtffscrfbe  a  flmo 
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order  in  which  businenor different  cltneiibull  belnnt- 
BCtcd.  No  businen  can  repiUrly  be  done  out  of  order. 
For  eumple,  reports  are  called  from  conHnittees  erery 
momiiw.  A  report  'u  nude  which  gives  rise  to  debate. 
It  must  be  first  dUposed  of  before  it  is  in  order  for  other 
committees  to  mxke  reports.  So  of  resolutions  or  mo- 
tions. After  reports  are  made  and  disposed  of,  the 
States  are  called  for  resolutions  or  motions.  A  resolu- 
tion is  offered  which  givca  rise  to  debste.  It  mutt 
be  first  disposed  of  before  it  is  in  order  for  any  other 
member  to  offer  a  resolution.  The  member  wishing 
to  make  a  report,  or  offer  a  resolution,  may  with  the 
same  propriety  complain,  on  the  ground  of  delay,  be- 
cause he  cannot  be  permitted  to  do  to  until  Uie  pending 
report  or  resolution  made  before  liim  shall  have  been  dis- 
posed of(  as  In  (his  case  he  can  complain  that  be  cannot 
make  this  motion  until  other  buaineas.  having  precedence, 
liafl  been  disposed  of.  It  is  the  natural  and  necesmiry  op- 
eration of  the  rules.  If  a  member  submit  a  resolution  or 
other  propodtion,  when  in  order  for  him  to  do  so,  which 
l^vei  rise  to  a  long  debate,  it  may  be  iDconvenient  for 
other  members  to  wait  unlit  it  shall  be  disposed  of  be- 
fore they  can  bring  forward  propositions  or  motions 
which  they  desire  to  make,  and  yet  every  oneknowsthtt 
they  are  compelled  to  do  so.  So  of  other  busineu on  the 
calendar.  A  bill,  for  example,  is  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion. A  member  is  desirous  to  take  up  and  consider  nn- 
ottier  bill  on  the  calendar,  but  he  cannot  do  so  until  the 
bill  before  the  House  is  disposed  oft  and  yet  the  delay 
produced  by  a  long  debate  on  the  bill  first  in  order  may 
be  inconvenient,  and  may  operate  to  delay  and  defeat 
action  on  much  of  the  other  business  on  the  calendar  of 
the  House.  There  is  no  way  to  prevent  this.  The  busi- 
ness first  brought  forward,  as  a  general  rule,  is  first  in 
order,  sndmust  be  first  disposed  of.  The  inconvenience 
of  delay  of  important  measures  may,  in  many  eases,  exist, 
but  it  eanriot  alter  or  change  the  rulea  of  the  House, 
which  are  imperative  in  their  term".  It  was  for  these 
reasons,  briefly  stated,  that  he  had  felt  himself  constrain- 
ed to  make  this  decision.  Itwas,heBaid,notthe  first  time, 
during  his  service  in  that  chair,  that  it  had  become  his 
duty  to  decide  new  and  complex  questions  of  order,  rais- 
ed  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  proceedingst 
questions  upon  which,  of  course,  there  are  no  precedents 
to  guide  or  aid  us  in  the  decision  to  be  made.  He  bad 
often  heretofore  felt,  as  he  now  felt,  the  delicacy  and 
higb  responsibility  of  the  duty  which  devolved  upon  him. 
But  on  this,  as  well  as  on  all  occasions,  he  had  this  con- 
solation: that  if  he  had  fallen  into  error,  this  House  had 
only  to  indicate  by  its  vote  what  its  judgment  wast  and, 
if  differing  from  his  own,  he  should  always  lake  sincere 
pleasure,  m  the  future  administration  of  the  law  of  this 
if  OUST,  in  conforming  to  the  Judgment  or  decision  of  the 
House,  whatever  that  judgment  or  decision  nuy  be. 
The  decision  of  the  Chair  had  been  pronounced.  There 
ts  an  appeal,  and  the  question  on  the  part  of  the  Chair  is 
submitted  to  the  House. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  MERCER.  Mr.  BELL  with* 
drew  his  motion  till  all  the  committees  should  have  made 
their  reports. 

At  a  subsequent  part  of  the  day* 

Mr.  BELL  renewed  his  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  was  about  to  state  that  the 
hour  devoted  to  reports  had  elapsed,  and  that  it  was 
therefore  his  duty  to  announce  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BELL  wished  to  inquire  whether  the  half  hour 
which  had  been  spent  in  taking  the  yeas  and  nays  was  to 
be  considered  as  a  component  part  of  the  hour  devoted 
to  resolutions  and  reports. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  uniform  course  had  been 
to  commence  the  computation  of  the  hour  from  the  mo- 
ment at  which  reports  were  first  railed  fur. 
Vol.  XIH.— 85 


Mr.  BELL  said  he  then  gave  notice  that  he  would  to* 
morrow  again  asfc  leave  to  introduce  this  bill. 

EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  res- 
olution (originally  offered  by  Mr.  Wisx)  reported  fnm 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
as  follows: 

■*  Jteaohed,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message 
as  relates  to  the  *  condition  of  the  various  executive  de- 
partments, the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have 
been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of 
the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and  ibe  causes  of 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation.'  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  members, 
with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  paper*,  and  with 
instructions  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various 
executive  departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  public  business  has  been  discbatged  in  all  of 
them,  and  into  all  causes  of  complaint.  IVom  any  quar- 
ter, at  the  manner  in  which  said  departments,  or  their 
bureaus  or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of 
every  description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  con- 
nected with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficial- 
ly, in  duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  ful- 
filled or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation, 
or  have  violated  their  duties  or  have  injured  and  im- 
paired the  public  service  and  interest;  and  that  said 
committee,  in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  lo  such  periods  of 
time  as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  and  proper." 

The  question  pending  was  the  following  amendment, 
submitted  by  Mr.  Pzahce,  of  Rhode  Island:  Strike  out 
all  after  the  word  ••Resolved,"  and  insert  the  following: 
"  That  so  much  of  the  President's  messsge  as  is  in  the 
following  words,  to  wit :  •  Before  concluding  this  paper, 
I  think  it  is  due  to  the  various  executive  departments  to 
bear  testimony  to  their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the 
ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conduct- 
ed. It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a 
vigiUnI  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  businessi  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  juat 
cause  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  hi 
which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation*-— 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  nine  members,  with 
Instructions  to  inquire  into  any  specific  csuses  of  com- 
plaint which  may  be  alleced  against  the  integrity  of  the 
administration  of  any  of  the  departments  or  their  bu- 
reauf,  or  the  vigilance  and  fidelity  with  which  their  du- 
ties have  been  discbargedt  and  that  said  committee  have 
power  to  send  (or  persons  and  papers." 

Mr.  HAHER  Wis  entitled  to  the  floor,  but  gave  way. 
on  request,  to 

Mr,  FRENCH,  who  said  he  wished  to  have  read  to 
the  House  a  general  proposition,  which,  he  hoped,  would 
meet  the  views  of  gentlemen  on  all  aides.  The  paper 
in  question  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Baokedt  That  so  much  of  the  President's  mesMge  as 
Is  in  the  following  words,  to  w'lti  '*  Before  concluding 
this  paper,  1  think  it  due  to  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments to  bear  testimonjr  to  their  prosperous  condition, 
and  to  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have 
been  conducted.  It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce  in  all 
of  them  a  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public 
business;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  lo  believe  that  there 
is  no  just  cause  of  coirplaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their 
creation** — be  referred  to  five  select  eommittee*.  (one 
for  each  department,^  to  consist  of  seven  members  each, 
with  instructions  lo  mquire  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  duties  pertaining  to  the  several  executive  depart- 
ments.  and  their  '"^g<i«*B  P**^ 
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formed,  under  the  several  Uwi  deflmngf  ind  regulalin^ 
ihe  same;  into  t\\  friud)>,  corruplion,  and  nbuMs,  wliieli 
are*  or  from  any  quarter  may  be^  alU-^ed  to  exitt  in  aaid 
department*,  or  any  of  tbem,  or  in  their,  or  any  of  their, 
respective  bureaus,  under  the  preient  admioistrationf 
and  ir  any  such  fraudi,  corruption,  or  abuaea  exial,  to 
inquire  by  whom  committed  or  practise  d.  and  the  injury 
thereby  done  to  the  public  interestt  and  that  each  of 
said  eomoHttecs  bare  the  power  to  send  for  pcnont  uid 
papers. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  the  retolution  which  had  been 
read  WM  in  the  netore  of  «  motiim,  and,  of  course,  wu 
not  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HAMER  then  rose  and  cooctuded  hte  remarks,  as 

g^Tcn  in  extento  heretofore. 
After  Mr.  Raxsk  concluded, 

Mr.  HcKBON  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave  way  to 
enable  the  House,  by  general  consent,  to  take  up  the 

MINT  AND  COINAGE  BILL. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  supplement- 
ary to  the  acts  regulating  the  mint  wu  then  read  and 
concurred  in,  nem.  am. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

WnnaniT,  Jasdast  11. 
SURPLUS  REVENUE. 

Mr.  CAUBRELENO,  fhm  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  made  •  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  on  the 
subject  of  the  surplus  revenue.  The  title  of  the  latter 
was  "a  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  ttie  United  States 
to  the  wants  of  the  Oovernment." 

Mr.  OWENS  remarked  (hat  as  this  was  a  very  impor- 
tant report,  as  well  as  the  accompanying  bill,  he  would 
more  that  both  be  readi  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  and  report  were  then  read  by  the  Clerk. 
The  bill  Uu  follows: 

*'  A  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government. 

**Bt  it  enaded,  &e..  That  from  and  after  the  SOth  day 
of  September  next,  in  all  cases  where  duties  are  im. 
posed  on  foreign  imposts  by  the  act  of  the  14ih  of  July, 
1833,  entitled  'An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several 
acta  imposing  duties  on  impost^'  or  by  any  other  act, 
ahall  exceed  twenty  per  centum  on  the  value  thereof, 
one  third  part  of  such  excess  shall  be  deductedt  from 
and  after  the  31st  of  March,  1838,  one  half  of  the  resi- 
due of  such  excess  shall  be  deducted;  and  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1838,  the  other  half  shall  be  deducted, 
any  thing  in  the  act  of  3J  of  March,  1833,  lo  the  con- 
trary notwithstandinj;. 

"  Sac.  3.  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  af- 
ttr  the  30lb  of  September  next,  the  duties  on  salt  and 
coal  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed." 

The  bill  having  been  twice  read,  and  the  reading  of 
the  report  being  concluded — 

Mr.  CAHBRELENG  moved  that  the  bill  be  commit- 
ted to  I  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  the  bill  and  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  said,  as  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  one  of  the  minority  of  that 
committee  upon  this  subject,  be  hoped  he  might  be  per- 
mitted, ill  the  outset,  to  express  his  entire  dissent  from 
the  principles  laid  down  both  in  the  bill  and  in  the  report. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L-,  this  is  a  measure  of  great  impor- 
tance— no  less  than  a  bill  to  reduce  the  revenues  of  this 
country,  which  were  proposed  by  the  Uw  of  1833  not 
to  be  reduced  till  1843|  that  is,  in  five  years  and  a  half 
from  this  time.  It  wa^  he  repeated,  a  bill  to  bringdown 
the  revenues  of  the  eountty,  in  the  short  period  of  eigh- 
teen months,  as  much  as  was  proposed  by  the  law  of 
1833  In  five  years  and  a  half.   Re  wished,  therefore,  tbe 


members  of  the  House  to  reflect  far  a  moment  upon  tbe 
principles  contained  in  that  report,  and  those  contained 
in  the  bill.  He  put  the  question  to  the  membersof  that 
House,  whether  there  was  any  serious,  any  abiding  feel- 
ing there  that  that  bill  was  to  become  the  law  of  the  land. 
This  question  should  be  answered]  for  the  bill  was  of  so 
much  importance  that  it  was  a  necessary  duty  that  Bouse 
owed  to  the  country  that  it  should  be  advised  that  such 
l^islttion  was  contemplated  upon  the  great  interesti  of 
the  country. 

What  was  lo  be  the  ellM,  merely,  of  nmpljr  report- 
ing this  bill  now  f  It  was  to  create  a  panic  from  one  end 
of  the  country  to  the  other.  What  was  its  present  state, 
from  Maine  to  Georgia^  What  was  the  state  of  cor 
finances?  How  did  they  stand  with  reference  to  pecuniary 
facilities?  Why,  that  in  all  the  great  commercial  citiesw 
the  Esst,  (and  he  understood  it  to  be  worse  and  higber 
in  the  new  States, )  money  was  from  fifteen  to  twenty  or 
thirty  per  cent,  per  annum.  Sir,  said  be,  there  is  at* 
ready  a  panics  gnnring  out  of  the  peculiar  condition  i> 
whieb  the  finances  of  the  country  had  been  placed,  and 
the  effect  of  the  proportion  then  before  the  House  was 
to  increase  that  panictand  how?  You  come  down  here, 
and  propose  a  reduction  upon  all  articles  of  import  of 
ten  per  cent,  in  six  months,  ten  per  cent,  more  in  hx 
months  thereafter,  and  ten  per  cent,  more  in  the  ensu- 
ing six  months. 

Mr.  MANN,  New  York,  rsised  the  point  of  tnder, 
whether  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  open  to  deb^  at 
this  Incipient  stage. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  would  go  thraugh  in  one  momeat. 

[Cries  of  "Go  on!"  "goon!**  from  lereral  parts  of 
the  House.] 

Mr.  MANN  remarked  that  the  debate  was  entirely 
irregular)  but  if  tbe  House  were  disposed  that  it  should 
go  on,  it  could,  of  coane,  so  order. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  said  he  Intended  to  conclude  bis 
remarks  by  moving  to  lay  the  bill  on  tbe  table.  He 
proceeded.  He  wished  to  appeal  to  a  few  geotlemeB  of 
that  House  on  thesubject.  He  appealed,  then,  to  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  tbe  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  tbe  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  whether  this  bill  be  a  party  meas- 
ure; he  hoped  it  was  nott  but  be  appealed  to  the  mea- 
bersfrom  that  State,  and  asked  them  if  they  were  ready 
to  sanction  and  adopt  the  doctrines  of  that  bill  •oA  re- 
port. He  appealea  next  to  the  members  from  the  Stale 
of  New  York.  He  had  been  told  that  that  Sute  was  m 
favor  of  the  system,  but  he  did  not  believe  it.  Ue  knew 
there  were  many  gentlemen  from  that  State  on  that  floor 
in  favor  of  Ihia  systemt  but  a  majority  of  her  people,  be 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  so  far  as  he  knew  them,  nev- 
er would  sustain  the  doctrines  set  forth  in  that  report. 

[Mr.  Makit  exclaimed,  he  knows  very  little,  tben, 
about  the  sentiments  of  that  people!] 

Mr.  L.  also  appealed  to  the  SUte  of  Ohio^  and  lo  all 
the  great  and  growing  States  of  the  West,  if  they  bad  no 
interest  in  this  question.  Was  there  a  gentleman  upoa 
this  floor,  truly  representing  his  constituents,  who  wmild 
get  up  in  his  place,  and  say  he  was  willing  to  pUce  Ute 
whole  industrj'of  bis  country  upon  the  same  foundatioa 
aa  that  of  foreign  national  He  couM  anticipate  tb«r  an- 
swer. It  woukl  be  in  the  negative.  He  appealed  next 
to  New  England,  to  the  whole  of  New  Kngluidi  lie 
Would  appeal  to  the  Slate  of  Connecticut,  whose  delefs-  | 
tion  composed  a  portion  of  the  administration  party  in 
that  House,  if  they  would  dare  go  home  to  tbeir  constit- 
uents with  this  report  in  their  bands,  and  say  to  the>^ 
"this  is  our  doctrine;  we  will  stand  or  fall  by  it."  | 

Sir,  they  would  not  be  sustained  for  an  hour  if  they 
did  so.  When  he  appealed  to  New  England,  be  wai 
aware  there  was  a  diveraity  of  (pinion  upon  this  subjectj 
but  he  was  confident  there  wu  u-difiierencttof  (^iaisa 
OR  one  point)  and  tht$i^||%d%^M(ti)<^gt@>nB>7  re- 
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luetion,  brougfht  Torwui]  it  thii  time,  and  under  the  eir- 
unutancea,  was  without  the  ahadow  of  a  plea  for  it. 

What  had  they  been  told  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaa- 
iry>  What  did  the  depaHmenU  aayf  Did  not  they  tell 
hem  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  revenue  would  Eall  abort 
luring  the  preaent  yrkri  Did  not  the  Secretary  of  the 
rretnuy,  after  malcing  hb  eftimates,  (and  who  knew 
wtterF)  atale  that  the  rerenue,  alter  the  appropriation 
nade  on  the  31«t  of  December  next,  would  be  abort  at 
iaat  three  millioni  ofdollara'  And  what  did  (hey  know 
bout  the  revenue  of  1838f  Who  could  say  what  would 
«  derived  from  the  cuatoma  or  from  the  public  landa' 
Vho  could  tell  whit  eontingeiicks  might  ariae  in  that  in- 
erval.* 

Again  he  denoaneed  the  bill  u  a  monatroua  laeaaure, 
riught  with  the  ffloM  dangeroua  conaeauencea,  and 
rhose  efleet  would  be  to  weaken,  if  not  break  down, 
he  bond*  of  confidence  and  credit  which  ought  mutual- 
f  to  Bubaist  between  men  and  comnmnitiea.  He  again 
nd  af^in  reiterated  bla  appeal  to  gentlemen  of  (he  ad- 
niniatration  party  from  Pennsylvania,  Connecticut,  and 
ifew  Hampabire,  &c.,  to  come  out  and  avow  if  tliey 
rere  in  favor  of  Ihia  bill,  or  that  they  believed  it  to  be 
or  the  intereat  of  the  country.  Mr.  L.  then  went  on  to 
bow  that  the  prineiplea  of  free  trade  ought  not  to  be  at> 
empted  in  (hia  country  until  a  corretponding  feeling  bad 
<een  exhibited  by  Great  Britain  and  the  continent  of 
^oropei  for  they  taxed  foreign  articlea  moat  heavily, 
<articularly  tobacco,  bacon  and  hama,  coala,  &c.  He  waa 
ererring  to  the  Britiab  tariff  on  imported  articlea,  when 
The  CHAIR  interposed,  and  aiid  the  whole  Merits  of 
Iw  bill  were  not  open  at  that  Mage- 
Mr.  LAWRENCB  wiahed  to  speak  <rf  the  effiecti  of 
ending  thia  bill  out  to  the  people,  and,  after  doing  ao, 
iould  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
The  CHAIR  bad  merely  apprised  the  gentleman  that 
ie  merita  of  the  bill  were  not  open  on  a  motion  to  print 
nd  refer  it. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  inquired  if  a  raoUoo  to  reject  it 
rootd  be  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  replied,  not  in  that  itHTe. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  move  ita 
■definite  postponement^ 

Tbe  CHAIR.  That  motion  would  be  in  orderi  but 
le  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  would  take  precedence. 

Mr.  INGER30LL.  Would  that  motion  open  tbe 
iacuaaion' 

The  CHAIR  replied,  that  a  mottoo  to  postpone  indefi- 
Hely  opened  tbe  whole  merita  of  a  proposition. 
Mr.  LAWRENCE  then  moved  theindeftnite  poslpone- 

rent  of  thebill. 

Mr.  L.  proceeded.  He  would  assure  the  House  that 
e  would  take  up  very  little  time,  but  he  simply  wiatjed 
3  ^ow  tbe  House  tbe  inevitable  effect  of  adopting  this 
ill.  As  an  ioataoce  of  this,  he  would  advert  to  some 
■ticlea  of  import  (mporttd  into  Great  Britun,  showing 
i«  impolicy  of  iBtrodueing  the  frec'trade  lyatem  into 
lis  country. 

In  Kngland,  bam  and  bacon,  on  tmportatton,  paid  a 
iity  of  six  centa  a  pound.  UnmanuAtCtured  tobacco 
[ty-aeven  centa  a  ponnd,  while  manufiictured  tobacco 
lid  no  less  than  eight  dollars  a  pound.  Even  coal, 
range  aa  it  might  aeem,  for  it  could  be  hardly  con- 
rived  whence  oompetition  in  that  article  oould  come, 
lid  a  duty  of  nine  dollan  a  ton,  or  two  poanda  aterHng. 
allow  candles  fourteen  eents  a  pound,  while  sperma- 
;ti,  of  which  Urge  quantities  were  made  in  this  country, 
lid  no  leas  (ban  fifty-six  cents  a  pound. 

Mr.  L.  aaid  be  could  go  on  at  grea(  length,  and  show 
lat  on  whatever  interfered  with  (he  industry  of  Great 
rilain  ahe  imposed  heavy  protective  dutin,  and  the 
mtinent  pretty  mucb  followed  ber  example.  He  would 
tt  it,  therefore,  to  geatlenen— to  practical  gentlemen 


especially — whether,  if  the  duties  were  all  taken  off, 
more  would  be  exported  than  at  present'  It  appeared 
to  htm  a  solecism,  unlets  foreign  countries  did  the  same. 
He  did  not  believe  the  exportation  of  a  single  article 
would  be  increased,  unleu  we  first  made  a  treaty,  or 
some  regulation^  in  reference  to  the  article  itaelf.  Mr. 
L.  then  appealed  to  the  cotton  growers,  and  went  on  to 
show  that,  as  Great  Britain  was  extending  ber  importa- 
tion of  that  article  from  other  quarters,  abe  would  ne- 
cesaarily  require  leas  from  the  United  States.  The 
qaaniity,  and  the  quality  too,  from  other  countries  im- 
ported by  ber  was  increasing  every  year.  Up  to  tbe 
30(h  of  June,  last  year,  the  quantity  the  imported  frona 
the  Esft  Indies  waa  double  what  i(  waa  tbe  year  before. 
Nor  waa  that  all{  die  was  now  importing  largely  from 
Egypt,  Peru,  tbe  Brasib,  and  other  placcst  andthe  quan- 
tity and  quality  from  those  countries  were  immeasurably 
augmenting. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  then  rose  and  moved  the  ordera 
of  the  day,  remarking  that  it  seemed  as  if  all  the  busi- 
ness of  the  session  had  to  give  way  to  debates  on  propo- 
ntions  in  (heir  incipieiicy. 

The  House  refused  to  proceed  to  tbe  orders:  Ayes 
56,  noes  74. 

Mr.  HcKAT  said,  before  tbe  gentleman  from  Mama- 
chusetta  [Mr.  Lawbhck]  pnweeded,  he  wished  to 
draw  tbe  at(ention  of  the  Chair  to  the  103d  rulet  and  to 
inquire,  fir&t,  if  it  waineeesary,  under  hia  construction  of 
that  rule,  to  commit  that  bilti  and,  3d,  if  discussion  could 
be  entertained  on  the  day  tbe  bill  was  introduced.  Mr. 
McK.  then  read  the  rule  in  question,  which  is  hi  tbe 
following  wordsi 

**  103.  No  motion  or  proposition  for  a  tax  or  charge 
upon  the  people  ahall  be  d'iscuased  the  day  in  which  it 
is  made  or  offered,  and  every  auch  proporition  ahall 
receive  ita  first  diacossion  in  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole 
House." 

Tbe  CH\IR  said,  If  any  of  (he  provisions  of  the  bill 
went  to  create  a  tax  or  charge  upon  tbe  people,  It  must 
be  committed. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE.  It  is  quite  the  other  way,  sir,  be- 
cause  it  goes  to  reduce  the  taxes. 

Tbe  CH.\IR  expressed  some  doubts,  as  the  question 
was  one  that  bad  not,  to  hia  recollection,  ever  before 
been  decided. 

Mr.  MERCER  remarked  that  the  motion  to  postpone 
indefinitely  rode  over  every  other. 

The  CHAIR.  Suppose  the  previous  question  were  de- 
manded, what  would  be  the  main  question^ 

Mr.  MERCER.    The  motion  to  postpone  indefiiritely. 

Tbe  CHAIR.  Certainly  not.  it  would  be  on  the 
engrossment  of  tbe  bill.  Tbe  Chair  then  suggested  that, 

Cerhaps,  (be  beat  mode  of  obviating  any  difficulty  would 
e  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  suffer  the 
subject  to  lie  over  tilt  to-morrow,  when,  as  a  report  fron 
a  committee,  it  would  be  the  first  burtness  in  order  as 
soon  aa  the  journal  waa  read. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  had  a  very  few  words  to  my,  attd 
if  tbe  House  would  permit  him  to  proceed,  be  pledged 
himself  not  to  occupy  more  than  three  minutes. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  remarked  that  the  former 
practice  of  the  House,  repeatedly  decided,  had  been  to 
commit  such  bills.  He  adverted  to  the  great  advantage 
the  gentleman  from  Masaachuaetts  bad  over  the  other 
roembera  of  the  House,  if,  as  was  the  obvious  iatention  of 
tbe  rule  just  referred  to,  one  day's  reflection  were  not 
allowed  upon  this  bill  before  debate  upon  it  pregremed, 
since  tbe  gentleman  was  a  member  of  the  committee 
which  reported  it. 

Though  Ur.  M.  was  not  prepared  to  go  into  the  de- 
bate, he  could  nevertheless  mine  a  very  satisfactory 
answer  to  the  question  propounded  to  the  Atat&hkhad 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  rcprmmt,  by  the  gtnile^D^^oa 
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MasNcboielU.  Mr.  M.  then  went  on  to  contend  thtt 
no  other  conitruclioo  could  be  put  upun  the  103d 
rule,  than  that  this  subject,  and  all  subjects  on  their 
first  introduction,  should  lie  over  a  day  few  consideration. 
Any  other  interpretation  put  upon  it,  and  It  mirbt  as 
well  be  erased  from  the  rules  altogeHier.  He  eottld  not 
help  admiring  the  infenuity  with  which  Ibe  eentlciun 
seemed  to  take  time  by  the  forelock,  burling  bis  denun- 
ciations  against  a  measure  Few  but  himtelf  bad  seen,  and 
•ending  out  an  inflammatory  speech  to  the  country,  be- 
fore any  one  else  had  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  him. 
Mr.  H.  read  the  rule,  (as^renabo«e,)  and  asked  if  lan- 
guage could  be  more  plain  or  poritive  than  that  such  a 
proposition  could  not  be  dtfcuBied  on  the  day  of  iia  in- 
troduction.  Why,  tbe  very  object  of  that  rule  was — 

Mr.  HEED  here  called  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
to  order,  on  tbe  ground  that  tbe  Cbair  bad  not  as  yet 
given  its  decision,  and  debate  could  only  be  entertained 
on  an  appeal. 

Tbe  CHAIR  repeated  bis  former  sug^tioDi  as  tbe 
best  mode  of  obviating  tbe  difficulty. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  had  no  objection  to  give  w»y  to 
the  orders  of  tbe  day,  if  it  sbould  be  tbe  plcaaun  of  ibe 
House. 

Mr.  CRAIG  hoped  tbe  House  would  order  tbe  report 
to  be  printedf  so  that  at  least  other  members  might  be 
put  in  pouession  of  tbe  subject  ibey  were  diseiining. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  tbe  IIouk  could  proceed  to 
tbe  orders  befive  tbe  question  on  tbe  rejection  of  tbe 
bill  had  been  decided.  Besides,  tbe  bill  had  not  yet 
been  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 

The  CilAlU  remarked  that  it  bad. 

Mr.  ADAUS.  It  bu  not. 

Tbe  CHAIH  stated  tbe  question.  A  bill  had  been  re< 
ported,  and  read  twice.  Tbe  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  OwgiTs]  called  for  the  reading  of  the  reporti  after 
which,  a  motion  was  made  by  the  gentleman  who  intro- 
duced it,  to  refer  it  to  a  Comroillee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  tbe  Unions  pending  which  motion,  the  gentle* 
man  from  Masatcbusetta  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
bill.  The  Chair  said  that  it  was  perfectly  competent  fur 
the  Uouie  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  tbe  day.  Mid  tbe 
Chair  would  take  the  sense  of  Ibe  House  upon  that  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  BELL  contended  that  tbe  Cbair  bad  no  right  to 
CBlcrtaht  any  motion  so  reiterated. 

Tbe  CHAIR  replied  tlwt  it  was  repeatedly  dose.  Mo- 
tions were  frequently  made  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of 
thedsy;  which,  being  unsucccMful,  wire  afterwards  re< 
peated. 

Mr.  BKLL.  1  remember  no  instance  of  the  kind. 

Mr.  CAHBRELENO.  1  have  done  it  twenty  times 
within  my  immediate  rccoUectioni  and  1  Itave  known  it 
done  when  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  himself  [Ur. 
Bkll]  filled  the  diair,  and  always  entertained  the  mo- 
tiuna. 

TheCHAIU.  The  Huuie  can  go  to  the  orders  of  the 
day  at  any  time;  and  if  the  motion  be  unsuccesbful  at  one 
time,  it  may  be  renewed  at  another.  Bucb  has  been  tbe 
known  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  enter  my  protest  against  it  now,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  practice  heretofore. 

I'be  CUAm.  The  Cbair  decides  tbe  motion  to  pro- 
ceed to  tbe  iNHlers  of  tbe  day  to  be  in  order. 

Ur.  BELL  appealed  from  that  decision,  in  order,  lie 
said,  to  make  a  few  remarks  againit  it.  Mr.  B.  then 
went  on  to  argue  that,  by  the  decision  of  tbe  Chair,  the 
whole  business  of  tbe  House  might  be  arrested,  since  a 
few  members  might  continually  renew  tbe  motion  and 
weary  tite  House  until  it  assented,  or  arrest  any  discus- 
rion  then  going  on.  If  did  not  fdlow,  that  a  certain 
practice,  which  was  wrong  ptr  se,  could  be  right  bc< 
cause  it  had  been  occasionally  indulged  in,  and  sufi'ered 
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to  pass  mb  uUntio,  to  use  the  Speaker's  words  tiie  other 
morning.  Having  concluded  the  lew  words  be  bad  to 
say,  he  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  THOMAS  inquired  by  whom  (he  motion  bad  been 
made  to  procMd  to  tbe  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  MANN  said  he  bad  made  tlie  motion. 

Mr.  THOMAS  appealed  lo  Mr.  M^sa  to  withdraw 
tbe  motion  that  tbe  House  proceed  to  the  orders  of  tbe 
day.  He  said  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  but  reaaonable  to 
permit  the  members  who  composed  tbe  minority  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Hetna  to  make  explanations 
verbally  in  lieu  of  a  report.  Such  a  course  bad  been 
often  pursued  in  the  House  on  grave  occasions.  It  was 
but  a  courteous  and  customary  indulgence.  Let  Ibe 
speeches  of  tbe  minwily  go  forth  with  the  report  of  tbe 
majority,  and  tbe  public  would  be  put  In  posMssinn  of 
both  sides  of  the  question. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  gentlemen  that  tbe  questien 
was  not  debateabte. 

Mr.  THOMAS  asked  permission  to  remind  the  gentle- 
man of  an  instance  in  which  tbe  members  of  a  committee, 
who  were  in  the  minority  in  the  House*  had  been  indul- 
ged. He  referred  to  the  ease  of  tbe  bank  comiiAtcc  in 
1833.  In  that  case,  tbe  four  members  of  the  committee 
who  were  against  tbe  hank  had  been  permitted,  by  al- 
most a  unanimoiu  vote  of  the  House,  when  tbe  friends 
of  tbe  bank  had  a  decided  majority,  to  submit  verbal  ex- 

Elanationa.   Other  instances  coukl»  with  great  facility, 
B  referred  to,  but  it  was  unneceaaary. 
Mr.  MANN  s»d  he  wished  the  ssme  opportunity  at 
forded  to  lum  that  had  been  given  to  the  gentleman  fnw 
Tennessee. 

The  CHAIR  remarked,  that  if  appeals  were  taken  to 
enter  into  debate,  that  debate  must  be  confined  to  tbe 
question  of  order. 

Mr.  MANN  wished  Ibe  sane  indulgence  extended  to 
him  as  to  others. 

Tbe  CHAIR  would  put  tbe  queslitm  on  proeeedii^  to 
tbe  orders  of  the  day. 

Tbe  House  again  refused:  Ayes  73,  noes  86. 

Mr.  MANN  then  made  the  point  of  order  on  tbe  tQ3d 
rule,  (as  given  above.) 

The  CHAIR  said  it  did  not  appear  to  him,  upon  tbe 
face  of  tbe  bill,  that  it  required  commitment.  Did  it 
propose  an  imposition  of  duties,  and  thereby  a  tax  or 
charge  upon  tbe  people?  It  appeared  to  bim  not;  and 
be  could  not,  therefore,  take  upon  himself  to  decide  thai 
it  must  necesHu^y  go  to  i  Committee  the  Wbolr. 
That,  however,  was  a  matter  fer  tite  sound  discretion  of 
the  Houae,  who  would  decide  it  upon  reasons  of  expcdi> 
ency  or  propriety,  as  it  saw  fit. 

Mr.  MANN  observed  tbal,  from  ibis  decmon,  be  fcH 
himself  bound  lo  lake  an  appeal,  and  upon  that  appeal 
he  WM  nnt  disposed  to  enter  largely  into  Ibe  questian, 
because  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  so  obvioua^  under 
the  lU3d  rule  of  (be  House,  and  former  decisions  made 
thereon,  which  muat  be  within  the  recollection  of  every 
gentleman  who  has  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  there  fur  any 
length  of  lime,  that  ibis  subject  ought  to  be  coountttcd- 
Mr.  M.  then  said  tliat  (be  case  was  not  a  parallel  one 
with  that  which  Ibe  gentleman  from  Maryland  bad  allu- 
ded tu.  It  would  be  recollected  by  (be  genUeman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Taoxis,]  that  in  the  case  of  tbe  bank 
eonunittee  the  minority  brought  in  their  report  at  the 
same  time  with  tbe  majority  t  and  this  had  been  tbe  prac* 
tice  BO  loiig  as  lie  recoUeded.  That  case,  tlicn,  was  not 
a  parallel  one  with  this. 

Mr.  CAMBHELENU  observed  that  it  was  proper  for 
him  lo  state  that  no  report  of  the  minority  of  the  com' 
mittee  bad  ever  been  presented  lo  the  consideration  of 
the  Committee  of  W^*  sntl  Means. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  tlwr-^ct  wouM  have  no 
bearing  on  the  quesUofl)i|telQnbMltJlMidQ  LC 
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Mr.  INGERSOLL,  by  the  penniSHon  of  tbe  House, 
sUted  that  tbe  chftimun  of  tbe  Cofnmiltee  of  Ways  and 
Ifeans  was  correct  in  wbat  be  had  said.  Mr.  I.  had 
been  instructed  to  prepare  a  report  on  llie  part  of  the 
minority;  but  the  minority  determined,  subsequently, 
that,  because  the  measure  might  have  tbe  appearance 
of  being  brought  in  on  party  considerations,  they  would 
niake  no  minority  report,  but  leave  every  member  of 
the  committee  to  give  bis  ovn  riews,  when  the  subject 
came  before  the  House. 

Mr.  MANN  said  that,  on  this  question  of  order,  he 
would  like  to  inquire  of  honorable  (fenllemen  or  the 
Chair,  iftbeydid  not  consider  this  proposition  to  be  a 
charge  upon  the  people.  Suppose  it  be  passed  into  a 
laur,  wbat  would  be  its  operation?  Would  any  gentle, 
man  rise  and  tell  him  that  under  the  law,  if  it  ever 
becam«  a  law,  it  would  not  collect  a  tax,  or  raise  a 
revenue,  from  the  people  of  the  United  Stales?  Could 
you  collect  the  tax  without  this  law,  if  you  pass  it  f  The 
provisions  of  the  bill  are,  that  after  such  and  such 
dales  and  times,  the  revenue  to  be  raised  will  be  such 
and  such  sums?  He  asserted,  then,  that  it  was  as  much 
a  bill  to  raise  revenue  as  it  would  be  possible  for  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  draw  up.  On  ils 
face  it  had  tbe  appearance  of  being  a  bill  to  reduce  tbe 
revenue;  but  when  ^ou  come  to  apply  i(s  provisions,  in 
its  broadest  terms,  it  would  be  seen  (bat  its  purpose 
and  object  were  to  raise  a  revenue.  Was  it  not  by  its 
title  a  revenue  bilP  Now,  judging  from  the  course 
adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Law- 
bkrcb]  on  the  introduction  of  this  bill,  it  must  be  sup' 
posed  that  he  considered  it  a  revenue  bill;  and  a  bill 
which,  to  him,  being  largely  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
turing business,  was  extremely  odious  so  much  so  that 
that  gentleman  found  it  necessary  to  promulgate  his  sen- 
timcnls  to  the  House,  and  to  the  world,  even  before  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  were  understood.  Mr-  M.  consid- 
ered that,  by  the  rule,  this  bill  ought  to  be  committed, 
so  that  gentlemen  might  have  time  to  prepare  llieir  sen- 
timentst  and,  as  a  member  of  the  House  who  was,  per- 
haps, to  be  in  the  minority  onlhisquestion,  he  must  claim 
the  protection  of  those  rules,  so  that  he  might  have  time 
to  prepare  his  sentiments,  and  send  them  out  to  the 
world  along  with  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, and  refute  the  assertions  ofthe  gentleman  that  Mr. 
M's  constituents  were  opposed  tu  this  measure. 

Was  he  to  sit  there  and  hear  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts send  out  to  the  world  a  statement  that  his 
(Mr.  M'fl)  constituents  were  opposed  to  this  bill,  and 
have  no  opportunity  tu  refute  M  He  hoped  not.  Ur. 
M.  had  been  long  enough  on  that  floor  to  find  out  that 
there  were  indirect  as  well  as  direct  means  of  getting  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  one's  sentiments. 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  consider- 
ed the  gentleman  was  not  in  order  in  this  debate. 

Tbe  CHAIR  said  be  considered  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  was  taking  too  wide  a  range. 

Mr.  MANN  hoped,  as  tbe  gentleman  from  Hassschu- 
selts  had  been  permitted  to  express  his  sentiments  so 
fully,  he  might  have  leave  to  proceed.  With  a  view  to 
give  the  Chair  an  opportunity  to  search  for  precedents, 
Mr.  M.  had  moved  that  the  House  proceed  tu  the  orders 
of  the  day;  but  as  the  House  had  seen  fit  to  decide  other- 
wise, and  this  debate  was  continued,  he  hoped  gentle- 
men would  not  complain  if  the  debate  was  a  little  extend- 
ed on  this  appeal;  and  if  tbey  did  complain,  he  asked 
them  to  apply  the  rules  npon  which  tbey  uttered  the  com- 

Elaint  to  themselves.  He  asked  gentlemen  to  put  their 
ands  upon  their  own  breasts,  and  say  whether  they  had 
any  just  grounds  of  complaint.  This  bill  had  been  met 
with  the  most  bitter  and  unusual  opposition.  Important 
aa  the  character  of  it  was,  motions  bad  been  made  to  lay 
It  00  tb«  table  oa  its  fint  reading.   Why  not  let  it  take 


the  ordinary  course,  and  let  it  go  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole?  Were  they  to  understand  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  was  totally  opposed  to  a  reduc- 
tion of  taxes  on  the  people.'  If  so,  tie  should  like  to 
bear  the  gentleman  proclaim  it  on  that  floor.  He  con- 
sidered that  this  rule  was  misconstrued  and  misapplied 
at  a  lime  when  it  should  have  tbe  most  liberal  construc- 
tion. 

Mr.  OWENS  stated  that,  when  the  hill  was  sent  to  tb« 
Chair,  he  had  moved  that  the  bill  and  report  be  read  in 
extetuo;  and  when  the  reading  of  the  report  had  been 
concluded,  the  bill  went  immediately  to  its  second  read- 
ing. After  thai,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  [Mr.  Cahbrklesg]  ruse  and  muved  that  it 
be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate 
of  the  Unioni  and  upon  that  motion  being  made,  the 
gentleman  from  liassaehusetts  made  his  objections.  He 
presumed  that  this  fact  must  be  within  the  recollection 
of  every  member. 

Mr.  MANN  was  aware  that  this  bill  had  been  read  a 
second  lime  by  its  title,  because  he  bad  paid  particular 
attention  to  it  at  the  time;  therefore,  to  reject  it  without 
a  single  moment's  consideration  would  be  treating  this 
important  question  with  great  disrespect.  He  bad 
taken  the  appeal  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  a  correct 
administration  of  tbe  rules  ofthe  House,  and  be  trusted 
that  the  Cbair,  upon  reflection,  would  decide  in  accord- 
ance with  Mr.  M's  views. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that  the  decision  of  the  Speaker  was  correct;  but 
before  he  said  what  be  had  to  say  upon  the  point  imme- 
diately under  discussion,  he  would  remark  that  be  was 
not  at  all  surprised  at  the  sensibility  which  many  gentle- 
men bad  discovered  at  the  introduction  of  this  bill.  It 
was  a  bill  which,  if  it  became  a  law,  would  materially, 
if  not  vitally,  affLct  great  interests,  that  had  sprung  up 
under,  and  been  fostered  by,  the  past  legislation  of  the 
country;  and  no  gentleman,  who  had  a  faint  idea  of  the 
force  and  magnitude  of  the  manufacturing  interest  ofthe 
country,  could  have  reasonably  imagined  that  a  bill  of 
this  descriptioQ  could  be  here  introdiied  without  pro- 
ducing much  ferment  and  agitation.  It  was  not,  there- 
fore, strange  that  the  minority  of  the  committee  should 
be  anxious  that  their  views  in  relation  to  this  all-impor- 
tant subject  should  go  forth  with  the  report  of  the  ma- 
jority. An  elaborate  and  able  report,  assailing  the 
whole  protective  policy  recognised  by  past  legisUtioit, 
bad  just  been  read  to  us;  and  for  bis  part,  without,  at 
this  stage  of  tbe  bill,  avowii^  himself  either  for  or 
against  it,  be  thought  it  but  just  and  reasonable  that  tbo 
minority  of  the  committee  sliould  be  permitted,  if  they 
desired  to  do  so,  to  expreu  their  dissent  to  its  doctrines 
and  conclusions,  that  they  thus  might  be  able  to  send 
forth  to  tbe  people  the  antidote  to  wbat  tbey  evidently 
conceived  to  be  a  bane.  They  surely,  according  to  all 
parliamentary  usage,  bad  tbe  right  to  present  a  minority 
report;  and  if,  instead  of  avaiUng  themselves  of  this  priv- 
ilege, they  saw  fit  to  give  us  here  an  oral  exposition  of 
their  grounds  of  dibsent,  we  ought  not,  when  we  consid- 
ered ihe  importance  of  the  subject,  to  deny  to  them  this 
privilege.  He  owed  it  to  himself  to  explain  the  motive 
that  had  impelled  him,  a  few  moments  sgo,  to  submit  the 
motion  that  tbe  House  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 
He  surely  did  not  make  this  motion  with  tbe  view  of 
muzzling  the  hraorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  LAWBBitcs,]  who  then  had  the  floor,  but  because 
there  was  another  subject  before  the  House,  which,  in 
justice  to  the  executive  departments  of  this  Govern- 
ment, ought  to  be  immediately  distiosed  of.  It  bad  al- 
ready contributed  to  the  consumption  of  too  much  of 
the  precious  time  of  this  House;  and,  until  it  was  finally 
acted  upon,  it  would  frustrate  every  eflurt  to  enter  upon 
or  execute  tbe  important  .niattei^A^f|^|^d  our  at- 
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tention>  Tliere  wm  poor  Hichinn  knocking-  kt  our 
door,  with  a  perfect  right  to  be  admitted,  and  yet  post- 
poned, day  aher  day,  to  tbe  alale  alanding  didi  that  waa 
preiented  to  lu  by  tbe  reaolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vii^inia,  [Mr.  Wiai.]  Here  was^uat  interpoaed  a  new 
subject  of  infinite  moment,  that  might  pouibly  consume 
the  reaidue  of  tbe  seasiont  and,  important  as  it  wai, 
he  felt  anxiou>,  when  he  made  the  iDotion  to  proceed  to 
the  orders  of  the  day,  to  rid  ouraelret,  before  we  enter- 
ed upon  a  new  matter,  of  that  great  book  to  hang  inter- 
minable specchea  on,  (he  meant  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.)  Tbe  daya  of  this  Congrew 
would  very  soon  be  numberedj  and  if  we  continued,  as 
we  hitherto  had  done,  to  rush  into  new  subjects  before 
we  bad  finished  the  one  on  hand,  we  would,  at  tbe  end 
of  the  sesMon,  be  entitled  to  the  merit  of  having  been 
very  busy  without  having  accomplished  any  thing. 

He  wouM  now  add  a  remark  or  two  in  relation  to  the 
appeal  now  under  ennaideratlnn.  It  was  contended  by 
his  colleague,  [Mr.  Mms,]  that  thia  bill  could  not  be 
discussed  to-day,  because  one  of  the  rules  of  this  House 
provided  that  **  no  motion  or  proposition  for  a  tax  or 
charge  upon  tbe  people  shall  be  discussed  the  dayon 
which  it  IS  made  or  offeredt  and  every  such  proposition 
shall  receive  its  first  discussion  in  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House."  Mr.  V.  said  he  knew  not  what  the  pre- 
cedents were  upon  the  point~whether  this  bill  must, 
under  thia  rule,  be  committed— hut  he  knew  what  they 
ou^t  to  be.  Tbe  bill  under  consideration  surely  waa 
no  proposition  *'  for  a  tax  or  a  charge  upon  the 
people."  It  was  the  very  opposite  of  this.  It  was  a 
proposition  to  relieve  the  people  from  charges  and  tax- 
stion,  aa  ita  very  title  indicated.  It  was  a  bill  "to 
bring  down  the  rcreauea  to  tbe  wants  of  the  Got- 
ernment,"  and  did  not,  therefore,  come  either  with- 
in the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  rule.  U  was  obvious  that  it 
did  not  come  within  the  spirit  of  the  rule,  fur  no  one 
could  doubt  as  to  the  reason  upon  which  the  rule  wss 
founded.  It  had  its  origin  in  a  belief  that  it  was  best 
to  give  all  propositions  to  increase  the  burdens  uf  the 
people  such  a  direction  as  would  secure  to  them  the  ut- 
most care  and  deliberation.  It  was  well  known,  that  in 
a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  House  we  were  more  at  lib- 
erty to  amend,  to  discuss,  and,  if  you  please,  expostu- 
late, than  in  tbe  Houaet  and  it  was  to  guaranty  this  great 
privilege  of  free  diaeussion  that  it  had  been  wisely  or- 
dained  that  every  proposition  to  tax  or  charge  the  peo- 
ple should  receive  ila  first  discuuion  in  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House.  But  this,  being  a  proposition  not  to 
tax,  but  to  relieve  from  taxation,  ia  surely  not  subject  to 
this  rule. 

But  while  be  waa  very  clear  (bat  the  bill  need  not,  rx 
ntUinUUtt  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whf^e 
Houie,  be  would  certainly,  when  the  proper  time  arri- 
ved, vote  for  ita  oommitment,  because  he  deemed  it 
right  that  a  bill  of  this  importance  should  be  committed. 
The  question  whetlicr,  as  matter  of  expediency,  it  ought 
to  be  committed,  was,  however,  very  different  from  the 
qnestinn  whether  it  must  be  committed,  and  thus  pre- 
clude all  debate  on  tliis  lUy.  He  had  not  a  doubt  that 
the  decision  of  the  Speaker  waa  right. 

The  point  of  order  was  further  debated  by  Uesara. 
TOUCEY  and  SUTHERLAND.  ■ 

The  SPEAKEK  then  reiterated  the  grounds  of  his 
dec  sion,  and  Mr.  MANN  withdrew  his  appeal. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  said  he  was  very  sorry  that  any  re- 
marks of  his  should  have  been  the  cause  of  consuming 
so  much  time  f>f  the  Uousei  and  nothing  but  tbe  peculiar 
position  which  he  occupie.*,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  would  t>ave  induced  him  to 
Irespau  on  its  attention.  Occupying  that  pos-lion,  he 
felt  himself  bcuod  to  proteitt  against  this  bill,  as  bei>g  a 
project  as  monstrous  aa  any  that  had  ever  been  prcaei.t- 
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ed  to  the  people  of  the  United  Statea.  When  interntpt- 
ed,  Mr.  L.  said,  be  had  remarked  that  he  had  a  word 
to  say  to  the  cotton  growers  of  the  country  In  relation 
to  thia  bill.  Whst  he  meant  to  say  to  them  waf,  that 
they  have  some  interest  in  this  great  question.  They 
have  a  common  interest,  as  well  as  the  manufacturer^ 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  Union;  and  they  have  a  particu- 
lar interest  in  this  bill  besides,  in  regard  to  their  own 
staple.  From  data  before  hira,  it  waa  demonstrable  that 
the  quantity  of  cotton  oonaumed  in  the  United  Stalea  at 
thia  moment  is  equal  to  what  the  whole  crop  of  tbe 
country  was  in  the  year  1S20,  some  sixteen  or  seventeen 
yeara  ago.  This  be  stated  as  a  fact  not  to  be  disputed. 
And  the  consumption  here,  moreover,  is  at  this  time  aa 
great  as  the  consumption  was  in  England  two  or  three 
and  twenty  years  ago.  We  consume  now,  in  the  manu- 
factures of  this  country,  more  than  a  fifth,  and  nearly  a 
fourth,  of  the  whole  present  crop  of  cotton.  Wu  it 
nothing,  berides,  to  the  grower*  of  cotton  that  Great 
Britain,  the  great  consumer  of  our  cotton,  ia  actually 
now  importing  it  from  every  country  that  produces  it' 
Is  that  nothing  to  the  producer  of  it  in  thia  coontrj? 
And  ia  this  a  time  to  reduce  and  almost  destroy  the  con- 
sumption of  it  htref 

But,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  would  not  now  go  into  this  sub- 
ject at  large — he  might  do  ao  on  some  other  fitting  oc- 
cHsion.  He  bad  riaen  thia  morning,  not  with  a  view  to 
make  a  speech,  but  to  wash  his  hands,  as  a  member  of 
the  Financial  Committee,  of  any  share  in  the  production 
of  Ibis  bill,  or  the  report  which  accompanies  it.  He 
owed  it,  he  ssid,  to  himself — he  owed  it  to  h's  constitu- 
ents— he  owed  it  to  hta  country — to  do  so,  because  he 
believed  the  bill  fraught  with  every  sort  of  mischief, 
amongst  which  wu  its  direct  tendencjr  to  inereaae  the 
existing  embarrassment  in  the  commercial  commui'itist. 
For  liimscir,  he  said,  he  had  no  ulterior  poritical  objrcia 
10  serve  by  h's  course  in  this  House  on  this  or  any  othtr 
questiont  he  asked  for  nothing,  he  fearrd  nothingt  h« 
was  neither  an  office-holder  nor  an  officcaeeker.  But 
bis  object  in  addressing  the  chairnan  was  to  ueccrtun, 
and  let  the  country  know,  whether  this  bill  waa  or  was 
not  a  political  measure.  He  had  had  no  opportunity  to  as- 
certain that  fiict,  I  would  like  to  know,  said  he,  wbeth' 
er  there  is  any  concert  of  action  here  upon  this  bill 
among  the  administration  party.  The  country  ought  to 
know,  and  to  know  at  once,  whether  this  be  a  party 
measure  or  not.  1  hope,  sir,  that  it  is  not.  For  tb^ 
reason,  sir,  it  was  that  I  appealed  to  the  Representatives 
from  Connecticuti  as  deeply  interested  in  this  question 
as  any  State  in  the  Unioni  to  the  R'-presentatives  from 
New  Hampshire,  from  Rhode  laland,  from  all  New  Eng- 
land, and  from  Peiin^lvaniai  the  latter  the  authors  (I 
waa  going  to  uy)  and  tbe  consistent  nipporten  of  the 
protective  system.  I  now  call  upon  them  all  to  rise  in 
their  places  and  say  whether  they  are  gmng  for  this  bill. 
I  want  the  country  to  know  this.  It  is  due  to  tbe  peo- 
ple that  they  should  know  whether  a  bill  is  going  to 
p.a»  this  House,  by  the  votes  of  those  Representatives 
which  will  prostrate  to  the  earth  most  innpt.rtant  inter- 
ests of  the  country.  I  profess,  sir,  some  practical  koowl- 
edge  of  the  subject;  and  I  pronounce  ibis  bill  fraught 
with  consequences  fatal  to  thousands  of  individuals.  It 
has  been  said  that  a  bill  embracing  such  proviuons  aa 
the  bill  now  before  the  House  is  a  bill  fur  the  benefit 
of  the  poor.  Sir,  I  deny  the  truth  of  tbe  proportion. 
This  is  a  t)il]  the  t>tle  of  which  should  bp,  a  bill  to  make 
tbe  rich  richer,  and  the  poor  poorer. 

Mr.  L.  here  traced  the  passage  of  such  a  bill  aa  this 
to  its  probable  consequences.  He  supposed  the  ease 
an  individual  in  Pennsylvania,  or  in  Connecticut,  enga- 
ged in  manufacture^  the  cost  of  whose  buildings  uid 
fixtures  has  been  ten  thousand  dolUcc  upwi  which  (a 
common  case)  there  wit|i^5t^|ej^<5^((^  tbe 
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«oit.  To  p»jr  off  Ih'u  mortgtge,  when  hii  employment 
for  hti  machinery  rails,  his  property  ia  aold.  Who  buyt 
it?  Is  it  the  poor  man  vbo  purchase*  in  such  caBca? 
Not  tt  till  but  be  who  liu  redundant  capital.  Wliat  ia 
now  tbe  ease,  Hr.  L-  aaked.  in  thoM  parla  of  tbe  cooa* 
try  where  pecuniary  pressure  ia  felt*  Go  Into  your 
cities,  and  you  will  find  that  tbe  men  wbohave  aamall  or 
a  middling  property  are  paying  at  the  rate  of  from  15  to 
30  ptr  cent,  per  annum  for  money.  Who  is  it  that  is 
reaping  tbe  profit^  Uit  the  poor  man'  No,  rir,  it  is 
lb«  rich  euitalbt,  or  tbote  who  are  allowed  to  use  bla 
capita),  ir  there  waa  ever  a  aystero  devised  on  earth  to 
throw  the  property  of  the  country  into  the  bands  of  the 
few,  at  the  expense  of  tbe  many,  it  is  the  present  finan- 
cial aystem  of  the  United  Slates.  1  know  it,  sir,  and  I 
am  willing  (hat  my  judgment  of  the  matter  shall  go  to 
ihe  country,  for  every  practical  man  will  know  that  what 
I  say  is  true.  Ay,  air,  and  the  bill  on  your  table  goes 
to  a  much  furllter  extent  than  this,  for  it  reaches  the  la- 
bor of  the  oountry.  In  one  iiionth  after  Ihe  pastage  of 
tbii  bill,  tbe  businesa  of  every  manufacturer  and  dealer 
in  tbe  country  will  be  contracted.  It  is  not  the  large 
capitalist,  protected  by  his  money-bags,  who  will  feel  its 
direct  effects,  but  the  laborer — the  mechanic,  who  now 
gets  two  dollars  or  two  dollars  and  a  half  a  day.  To  him 
tbe  employer  saya,  on  receiving  information  of  (be  pas- 
sage oF  this  bill,  I  must  stop  my  work!  Ob,  no!  says  the 
laborer,  for  you  will  take  from  me  my  meana  of  aupport. 
Well,  sB^B  (he  employer,  1  will,  in  order  to  keep  yoa  at 
work,  give  you  henceforth  a  dolhr  a  day  instead  of  wbat 
1  have  heretofore  given  you.  Gentlemen  may  flatter 
themselves  that  tbey  are  exempt  from  the  operations  of 
this  bill;  but  no  man,  whatever  his  condition  in  life  may 
be,  is  beyond  the  deleterious  effects  of  this  bill  if  it  be- 
come a  law.  Hr.  L.  was  sure,  be  said,  that  tbe  Reprc* 
Mntatives  from  tbe  Western  States,  or  fVom  tbe  Soutb* 
ern,  were  not  going  for  this  bill.  Tbe  Representatives 
from  the  Southern  States,  especially,  would  not  go  for  it 
when  tbe  profits  of  their  cotton  crops  were  already  in  a 
process  of  reductiom  fur,  although  be  knew  that  the  crop 
of  this  year  was  a  large  one,  the  proceeds  of  that  crop 
will  fall  far  short  of  the  proceeda  of  tbe  crop  of  last 
year. 

Mr.  L.  said  it  was  not  only  to  protest  againat  the  prin- 
ciples of  tbia  bill  that  he  bad  risen,  but  to  ask  of  tbe  gen- 
tlemen in  this  HoQie  wbo  bave  tbe  power  to  do  what 
they  will— to  pass  this  bill  or  to  defeat  it— whether  tbia 
bill  waa  to  be  conaidered  as  a  proclamation  issued  by  the 
resent  dynasty  in  the  Government,  or  as  a  decisive  to- 
en  of  the  course  of  meuures  which  we  bave  to  expect 
at  the  handa  of  tbe  coming  administration.  For,  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  say,  if  it  is  produced  as  a  party  meaaure, 
it  will  become  the  law  of  the  land}  but  if  not,  by  the 
Hid  of  the  Representatives  of  Pennnlvania,  New  Hamp- 
ahire,  Ohi<^  and  Maine,  whose  consiituenti  were  so  deep- 
ly interested  in  the  matter,  with  those  from  at  least  a  por- 
tion of  the  South,  the  bill  might  providentially  be  de- 
feated. Bui,  be  that  as  it  might,  it  was  the  imperative 
duty  of  the  House  to  declare  to  the  country,  at  once, 
immediately,  whether  or  not  it  waa  probable  that  any  bill 
like  this  would  pass  during  the  present  Congress. 

Mr.  L.  nid  tba^  whilst  ne  was  up,  and  aa  be  might 
not  have  another  opportunity,  he  would  say  one  word 
on  the  state  of  the  currency  of  the  country.  In  the  firat 
placr,  said  he,  the  domeatic  exchangei  of  the  country 
are  fur  greater  in  amount  than  all  the  gold  and  all  tbe 
ailver  and  all  the  bank  notea  in  circulation — a  vast  deal 
greater.  These  exchange*  are  not  now  available  to  any 
great  extent.  To  a  very  large  amount  thev  cannot  be 
uaed,  in  consequence  of  tbe  position  in  wbieb,  by  Its 
measures,  the  Government  has  placed  the  country.  He 
Dwant  oo  reflection  upon  the  banksi  for  it  ia  their  inter- 
cat  to  do  an  tbe  businesa  that  tbey  can,  and  they  do  it. 


But  the  channels  of  domeatlc  exchange  are  obstructed, 
from  (he  want  of  ability  on  the  part  of  the  bankst  and  a 
considerable  proportion  of  our  comroercial  difficultiea 
arises  out  of  tbat  eircamstanoe.  Add  to  thii  and  other 
esuset  the  introduction  (rf  thii  bill,  with  tbe  expectation 
that  it  is  to  become  tbe  law  iA  the  land,  and  you  wHI 
produee  a  state  of  things  tbe  like  of  which  very  few 
membera  of  tbia  House  have  ever  seen. 

Mr.  CORWIN  obtained  the  floori  but  the  hour  bein( 
Ute,  be  gave  way  to  a  motion  for  adjoumment(  and 

Tbe  HoaH  a^oumed. 

TBoaaDAT,  JiNir^Bz  13, 
LIGHT-BOATS  NEAR  8ANDT  HOOK. 
Hr.  MeKEON,  by  oonsent,  offered  tbe  following  reao- 

lution: 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Comroeroe  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  placing  light* 
boata  on  Plynn*a  Knoll  and  the  Roamer,  near  Sandy 
Hookf  and  also  Into  Ihe  expediency  of  publiabing  the 
charts  now  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  tbe 
coait  aurvey. 

Mr.  HcKEON  waa  understood  to  aUte  that  he  bad 
offered  this  resolution  in  consequence  of  tba  dreadful 
sblpwreek  of  tbe  "  Mexico." 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  did  not  rise  to  object  to 
tbe  resolution,  but  to  suggest  to  tbe  member  from  New 
York  tbe  propriety  of  makii^  an  amendment  to  it.  He 
waa  told  that  the  loss  of  tbe  ship  alluded  to  waa  attrib- 
utable to  the  fact  that  no  pilot  waa  to  be  obtained.  This 
pilot  nratem,  Mr.  U.  understood,  waa  under  the  direc- 
tion of"^  the  State  Government.  He  wished  to  inquire 
whether  the  system  ought  not  to  be  put  under  die 
chai^  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McKEON  was  understood  to  aay  that  a  resolution 
directed  to  that  very  object  had  berelofbre  been  sub- 
mitted by  himself,  and  referred  to  Ibe  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

The  reaolution  waa  then  adopted. 

SURPLUS  REVENUE. 

The  buaineaa  first  in  order  wai  the  bill  reported  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Cambbxlbho,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meani^  to  reduce  tbe  revenue  of  tbe  United 
States  to  Ihe  wants  of  the  Governmentt  there  being  two 
motions  pending — firat  for  commitment,  and  secondly  for 
indefinite  postponement. 
Mr.  COKWlNroseandaddresacd  tbe  House  as  follows: 
Hr.  Speaker:  1  feet  deeply  sensible  that  I  am  about  to 
occupy  Ihe  time  of  the  House  upon  a  aubject  which  can- 
not possibly  be  matured  into  legislation  during  the  brief 
period  tbat  remains  to  us  of  the  present  seaaion.  It  is 
tbe  conviction  that  the  bill  before  you,  luhered  into  tbil 
House  with  a  baste  bordering  upon  rashness,  eontaina 
within  its  provisiona  principles  too  momentous  and  vitally 
affecting  a  large  portion  of  tbe  country  to  be  acted  upon 
tbia  session,  that  impels  me  to  solicit  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  my  reaaons  for  sustaining  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Masaacbusetta  [Mr.  Lawbmcx]  for  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill.  Sir,  1  am  not  sure 
that  ny  thorough  conviction  of  tbe  necetaity  of  tranquil- 
lizing the  public  agitation,  whicli  tbe  presence  of  thia 
bill  here  will  excite,  by  an  Immediate  rejection  or  posU 
ponrment  of  it,  would  bave  overcome  my  habitual  aver- 
sion to  addressing  the  House,  had  I  not,  in  common  with 
my  friends  from  Massachusetts  and  Pennsylvania,  felt 
that  such  a  course  could  alone  insure  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  with  whom  the  bill  originated,  against  mis- 
understanding, as  well  here  as  amongst  those  whom  we 
represent.  Had  tbe  motion  to  lay  the  bill  and  report  on 
tbe  table,  and  print  tbem,  prevailed,  ip>pir  most  elabo- 
rate in  its  slnic)iirr][^^^QD^n^g(i@(9Q9@mcnrions, 
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wouM  htve  gone  forth  to  the  country,  bearinf;  upon  its 
face  no  intimation  that  the  whole  committre  did  not  con- 
cur in  it.  To  prevent  the  poBsibilily  of  aitch  mtscon- 
atniction,  I  feci  it  a  duty  to  ihoae  who  have  honored  me 
with  a  Mat  here  lo  preaent  my  protest,  agfainst  both  the 
bill  and  the  report  which  accompanies  it,  at  the  earliest 
moment  possible.  This  poor  privilege,  sir,  we  had  been 
denied  yesierdsy,  by  the  House,  but  for  the  timely  sub- 
■titution*  by  my  friend  frooi  Maasaehuietl^  [Mr.  Lav* 
KavcB,]  of  the  motion  for  "indefinite  postponement** 
for  that  which  was  made  by  the  rentteman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  CiHaaaLiNs.]  The  latter  motion,  by  the 
strict  law  of  Parliament,  did  not  permit  the  minority  of 
the  committee  to  utter  even  a  pliable  by  way  of  dissent 
to  the  principles  of  the  bill  or  the  report.  Courtesy, 
however,  it  seems,  bad  uniformly  conoeded  to  a  minority 
thus  situated,  what  the  rigid  rule  denledi  but  in  our 
case,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Hum]  per- 
tinaciously insisted  on  the  letter  of  the  law.  Courtesy 
became  inconvenient,  and  the  "iron  rule"  ofproscrip- 
tinn  was  enforced.  Permit  me  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
ofler  my  lhanlu  to  the  gentleman  from  Marylaml  [Mr. 
Thomas]  for  his  manly  appeal  to  the  House  in  our  be- 
half. Such  czhibiliona  of  magnanimity  are  rare  in  these 
timei^  ind  ought  not  to  pus  unnoticed.  I  did  desire, 
nr,  to  see  the  bill  disposed  of  without  entering  into  a  de- 
bate on  its  meritst  but  as  no  expUnalion  eotiM  be  even 
hinted  nt  without  it,  I  am  rejoiced  that  the  present  mo- 
tion was  made,  which  opens  the  entire  measure  pro- 
posed lo  free  and  full  discussion. 

I  shall  have  occasion  lo  refer  to  the  report,  as  that  is 
the  exposition  prmented  of  the  principles  and  policy  on 
which  the  bill  is  based.  In  doing  this,  as  I  have  only 
beard  it  read,  and  have  not  had  the  advantage  of  a  pe- 
rusal of  its  contents  1  cannot  pretend  to  quote  ita  Ian- 
guage,  nor  can  I  hope  to  be  exact  in  giving  even  its  sub- 
stance. I  am  happy  to  see  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Cahbhrlsbo]  in  hisseat,  who 
will  set  me  right  should  I  at  any  time  unwillinKly  mis- 
take or  misrepresent  the  true  import  of  his  production. 
I  am  very  sure  the  gentleman  will  dischar^  such  a  duty 
to  himself  and  to  me  with  the  utmost  alacrity.  As  he,  I 
doubt  not,  regards  this,  the  joungeat  of  his  financial 
prt^ny,  as  possessing  every  combination  of  symmetry 
and  grace,  he  will  not  sit  by  and  see  ila  beauty  marred, 
without  instant  interposition  in  its  behalf. 

The  moat  obvious  objection  to  the  introduction  of  this 
bill  arisea  from  a  view  of  its  intrinsic  importance,  and 
the  difficult  and  delicate  questions  which  are  insepara* 
ble  from  any  proponlion  which  proposea  a  radical  change 
in  tiie  existing  tariff.  The  whole  of  the  argument  in 
the  very  voluminous  report,  which  is  nothing  but  the 
bill  on  your  table,  with  a  few  facts  and  inferences  to  prop 
and  sustain  it,  miy  be  condensed  into  one  or  two  senten- 
ces of  plain  English.  It  is  stated  (and  I  shall  not  now 
attempt  to  controvert  any  fact  to  which  1  shall  have  oc- 
casion lo  refer)  that  the  existing  tariff*  extends  protection 
to  li^or  employed  in  manufacturing  in  this  country,  the 
annual  product  of  which  is  |300,000,000.  it  is  assumed 
(and,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  I  sliall  admit  it)  that 
the  protection  afforded  by  our  existing  tariff  laws  is  ne- 
cessary, anil  no  more  than  is  necesury,  to  enable  our 
own  manufacturing  establishments  to  exist  in  competi* 
tion  with  foreign  establishments  employed  in  the  same 
business.  To  sustain  this  proposition,  the  high  price  of 
labor  and  capital  with  os,  and  the  comparative  cheap- 
neas  of  both  abroad,  are  asserted. 

The  report  further  asserts  that  the  duties  collected  on 
imports  by  the  rates  established  by  the  law  of  March, 
1833,  commonly  called  the  compromise  act,  will,  with 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  Isndir,  bring  into  the 
Treasury,  within  the  next  eighteen  montha,  more  reve- 
nue, by  seven  millions  of  doTlara,  than  the  wants  of  the 


Government  require.  Here  1  beg  gentlemen  to  obsene 
that  this  last  proposition  is  nothing  more  nor  leae  tbaaa 
combination  of  two  conjecturea.  The  firat  of  these  i^ 
(hat  the  importations  from  abroad  to  ihis  country,  daring 
the  next  five  years,  will  reach  a  given  amount.  Whether 
this  conjecture  shall  be  verified  must  depend  upfm  the 
numbericas  contingent  events,  the  turn  of  wbicb  no  he* 
man  aagacity  can  foresee,  arising  out  of  the  preaent  un- 
settled conditioB  of  trade,  labor,  and  currency,  in  Greit 
Brtlaint  the  change  that  may  be  brought  about  in  the 
markets  of  RngUnd  by  tbe  temunation  of  the  intestine 
wars  now  raging  in  Spain  and  PoKugalt  and,  lastly,  tbe 
very  capability  of  this  country  lo  consume  and  pay  for 
foreign  importations  must  depend  upon  reducing  to  or. 
der  and  subility  the  currency  of  this  country,  which, 
under  the  improving  and  aagacioua  guidance  of  this  ad- 
ministration, has  been  conducted  to  a  state  of  wild  sad 
unmanageable  confusion.  The  next  conjecture  imbo^ed 
in  the  proposition  I  have  last  atated  from  the  report  ii^ 
that  the  public  lands  are  to  be  aold  without  any  lepak- 
live  or  executive  restraints  as  to  purchasers  or  quantities. 
In  other  words,  it  supposes  the  famous  Treasury  circu- 
lar to  be  repealed.  I  beg  the  gentlemen  of  the  f*r  West 
particularljf  to  notice  one  feature  of  this  report.  It  is 
baaed  upon  the  auppoaition  that  (he  bill  now  on  year  ta- 
ble, reported  by  one  of  your  standing  committees,  with 
that  title  BO  captivating  to  patriot  ears^  "  A  bill  to  arreU 
monopolies  of  public  lands,  and  to  prohibit  the  sales 
thereof,  except  to  actual  settlers,  in  limited  quantities," 
is  to  be  scouted,  thrown  out  of  doors,  and  ita  place  to  be 
supplied  by  this  more  recent  and  happy  assault  upm  tbe 
popular  ear,  bearing  on  its  front  the  eharmed  phrase, 
**  A  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  te 
the  wantaof  tbe  Government." 

The  House  will  bear  in  mind  that  (his  bill  proposes  to 
remedy  an  apprehended  evil.  It  looks  into  the  fUturr, 
and  imaginea  that,  in  the  next  year  and  a  half,  tlie  exist- 
ing duties  on  imports  will  bring  into  the  Treasury  more 
money  than  is  required  for  the  uses  of  the  Government 
by  seven  millions  of  dollars.  I  have  already  intimated 
that  I  object  to  tbe  time  aelected  for  bringing  into  tbe 
House  a  measure  frau^t  with  so  many  difficultiea  as  be* 
long  to  every  subject  which  proposes  a  radical  change 
in  our  system  of  revenue. 

Without  adverting,  therefore,  for  the  present,  to  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  I  feel  confident  1  do  not  appeal  in  vajn 
to  the  House  to  say  that  we  cannot  act  upon  it  between 
this  day  and  the  4th  of  March.  Let  gentlemen  look  at 
(he  necevaary  business  now  before  us,  and  then  calculate 
the  number  of  days  remaining  for  its  final  disposition.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  Monday  in  every  week  is  devo- 
ted to  tbe  reception  of  petitions;  Friday  and  Saturday  of 
each  week,  by  another  standing  rule,  are  set  apart  for 
private  claims.  From  what  we  have  already  seen  during 
half  the  allotted  term  of  the  session,  it  ia  nut  to  be  ex- 
pected that  a  moment  of  time  can  be  withdrawn  frttm 
that  allotted  to  petitions,  for  the  consideration  of  other 
business.  No  gentleman,  I  am  equally  sure,  dreams  that 
we  should  deny  justice  any  longer  than  ia  unavoidable 
to  the  many  hundreds  of  private  claims  which  liave  been 
favorably  reported  on  by  (hat  committee  whose  awards, 
with  rare  exceptions,  are  considered  laws  to  tlie  House- 
There  ia  a  large  body  of  claimanta  of  a'  miscellaneoas 
character  in  one  class,  and  the  crippled  soldiers  Mid 
widows  and  orphans  the  representatives  of  those  who 
have  fallen  iu  your  late  wara  with  both  civilized  and  sw- 
age foes,  in  snother,  and  a  not  less  meritorious  few  of 
the  surviving  veterans  of  your  revolutionary  atruggle  in 
another  class,  all  pointing  to  the  reports  of  ;^'our  own 
committee,  and  showing  cUims  upon  your  justice,  sob* 
of  them  dela>ed  for  half  a  century.  I  cannot  entertain 
so  poor  an  opinion  of  the  moral  sense  of  an  American 
Congreu  as  to  suppose  it  will  tararisklc  fromit^is  work 
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of  jiMtioc  and  benevolence*  to  enter  into  dreamy  and 
heartleas  diiquwitiona  upon  the  baUnee  of  tradei  to  pon- 
der orer  tabular  ■tatementa  at  incomprehensible  as  the 
Sybilline  booksi  to  adjust  with  contemptible  accuracy 
the  ad  valorem  duty  on  a  foreign  penknife,  and  tbii,  too. 
for  tfae  porpow  of  preventinf^  a  few  millions  more  or  less 
from  coming  into  that  very  Treasury  whose  doors,  in 
the  mean  time,  you  close  agunst  thoae  who  denwnd  ot 
jou  the  payment  or  your  hone  si  debti^  for  the  non<pajr' 
nent  of  which  many  of  your  creditors  are  bngnishing  m 
poverty  and  want. 

Tou  faaTe  then  remMning  for  the  despatch  of  general 
legislation  three  days  in  each  week,  giving  about  I  wenty. 
two  days  fur  the  consideration  of  bills  of  a  genera)  na- 
ture, and  all  the  appropriations  for  the  current  year.  I 
ask  tbe  majority  of  the  Ways  and  Mean%  who  have  push- 
ed this  new  and  perplexing  subject  on  tbe  House  at  this 
time,  if  it  is  modest,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  to  suppose 
that  tbe  House  is  to  vole  away  twenty-four  millions  of 
dollars  in  appropriation!,  without  inquiry,  examination, 
or  debate,  further  than  to  ask  whether  tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  desire  it  should  be  done?  I  sak  this 
HcMise,  whose  constitutional  snd  most  important  function 
it  is  to  know  and  appro^re  tbe  object  to  which  every  dol- 
lar is  to  be  applied,  before  it  sanctions  its  appropriation, 
whether  it  is  willing,  at  the  mere  request  of  a  commi^ 
tee.  to  give  a  draft  on  the  Treasury  for  nearly  thirty 
Billions  of  dollars,  and  thus  become  the  mere  ministerial 
ngent  of  the  Treasury  Department^  This  base  abandon- 
ment of  duly  you  must  submit  to,  to  this  humiliation  you 
roost  come,  if  you  turn  aside  from  the  necessary  duties 
of  the  session  to  consider  the  bill  now  before  yout  un> 
leas,  indeed,  you  oboosc  to  rush  madly  upon  an  untried 
scheme,  full  M  danger,  and  mrrounded  with  doubt,  upoo 
the  very  reasonable  presumption  of  tbe  infallible  wiidom 
of  its  authors. 

Bur,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  we  bad  alt  the  time  we  could 
desire,  for  the  adjuitmeot  of  a  new  system  of  regiatatlon 
to  any  real  or  supposed  change  in  our  condition  at  home, 
or  with  other  nations,  is  this  an  auspicious  period  for  the 
eiperiment.'  Turn  for  a  moment  to  your  latest  advices 
from  England.  Every  painful  pulsation  In  that  great 
heart  of  capital  snd  trade  is  followed  by  a  sympathetic 
throb  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  What  is  the  state  of 
currency  throughout  Great  Britain  now.'  The  price  of 
money  rising,  tbe  banks  slopping  payment,  and  her 
financiers  unable  to  foretell  the  time  or  tbe  manner  when 
or  how  this  agitation  shall  end-  Nor  is  our  situation 
free  from  symptoms  of  cooung  misfertune.  I  shall  not 
■top  to  inquire  into  the  oautes  of  the  present  anomalous 
•ituation  M  our  own  currency.  My  friend  from  Maisa- 
ebnaetts,  [Mr.  Lawriitci,]  wbo  addressed  you  with  so 
much  force  and  clearness  yesterday,  has  left  nothing  to 
be  said  by  any  one  on  these  topics.  Sir,  tbe  results  of 
that  gentleman's  actual  experience,  tbe  reflectioos  of 
bis  sound  understanding,  alwsys  aided  by  the  prompt- 
ings of  a  good  heart,  are  with  me  better  authority,  on 
such  subjects,  than  a  thousand  quartos  filled  with  spec* 
alations  of  closeted  economists.  We  all  know  that,  from 
some  cause,  trade  and  currency  seem  to  be  divorced 
from  each  other;  domestic  exchanges  are  no  longer  reg- 
ulated by  tbe  course  of  trade,  and  the  very  report  on 
your  table  complains  of  a  redundant  paper  circulation. 
Who  can  tell  when  tbe  causes  which  have  produced 
these  effects  ^11  cease  to  operate?  Wbo  can  ssy  in 
what  they  will  finally  iawe?  la  this  distracted  state  of 
things,  what  are  we  asked  to  dot  We  are  required  to 
enact  •  law  that  shall  tear  from  its  very  foundations, 
where  they  have  rested  for  twenty  years  on  tbe  fiiith  of 
your  taws,  a  eapiut  and  labor  which  produce  properly 
equal  to  three  hundred  milliona  of  dollars  a  year.  Is 
this  a  time  to  force  such  an  amount  of  capital  into  new 
employrocDt?  Is  this  that  period  of  calm  when  to  much 
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labor  can  safely  be  driven,  irith  sudden  violence,  to 
abandon  its  safe  and  tried  pursuits,  and  seek  at  ooo* 
other  and  unaccustomed  channels?  No,  surely  this  is 
not  that  time.  On  the  contrary,  it  would  add  anotherto 
many  elements  of  confusion  already  but  too  extensively 
and  actively  at  work.  Sir,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  tbe 
unsettled  state  of  the  internal  commerce  and  currency 
of  this  country  is  of  itself  an  unanswerable  objection  to 
tbe  present  enaetment  <rf  a  law  that  all  must  see  will 
powerfully  increase  the  evils  that  already  deeply  afflict 
us.  The  natural  instinct  of  brute  snimals,  in  such  a  cri' 
sis,  would  suggest  caution  and  prudence  as  the  course 
of  wisdom,  not  rash-advenlure  and  wild  experiment  If 
it  were  bad  policy  to  protect  by  imposts  the  industry  of 
your  own  people,  if  it  could  be  shown  to  be  unpatriolic 
and  un-Amenean  to  dierish  by  duties  manunctariog 
skill,  so  that  in  time  of  war  you  might  be  able  to  for* 
nitb  ibe  commonest  necessaries  of  lire  to  your  own  peo- 
ple, still  having  done  so,  however  unwisely  at  first,  since 
by  doing  it  you  have  created  an  immense  amount  of 
properly,  it  would  be  madness,  moonstruck  madness,  to 
crush  that  property  at  a  blow.  Sir,  by  the  lawa  now  in 
force,  if  you  but  let  ibem  alone,  in  fire  years,  b^  your 
own  showing,  the  evil  of  which  you  now  complam  will 
cease  to  exist.  Instead  of  tbis,  we  are  now  asked,  in 
order  to  get  rid  of  seven  millions  of  surplus  revenue,  to 
destroy  an  annual  production  of  three  hundred  miltlons; 
and  are  gravely  told  that  this  will  be  a  most  salutary 
financial  operation.  Let  gentlemen  keep  constantly  in 
mind  that  the  bill  and  report  go  upon  the  sdmiaaion  (at 
least  it  is  not  otherwise  asserted)  that  tbe  duties  now 
impowd  are  barely  suffident  to  enable  our  own  minu* 
&eturen  to  continue  their  burinets.  With  the  rii^le 
exception  of  iron,  the  report  on  your  t^le  will,  I  think, 
be  round  to  be  in  substance  as  I  hsve  quoted  it.  If, 
then,  you  diminish  that  protection  by  curtailing  it  in  the 
abort  space  of  eighteen  months  by  seven  millions,  which 
by  the  law  now  in  force  would  not  be  done  till  tbe  end 
of  five  years,  it  follows,  as  a  necessary  conclurion,  that 
you  do  abandon  capital  and  labor,  to  the  amount  I  have 
stated,  to  instant  and  total  destruction. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  only  suggested  so  much  of  the 
merits  of  the  subject  as  I  deem  necessary  to  direct  tbe 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  importance  and  number  of 
the  queations  which  we  are  called  upon  to  decide,  be- 
fore we  can  safely  vote  for  or  against  the  bill.  If,  then, 
reflection  requires  time,  if  the  exercise  of  reason  is  an 
agent  in  our  researches  after  truth,  if  knowMf^e  Is  not 
intuitive,  we  poor  mortals,  who  are  not  gifUd  with  those 
inspirations  which  seem  to  be  ^  peculiar  attributee  of 
the  authors  of  this  bill  and  report,  must  beg  a  moment's 
pause  before  we  decide.  We  must  plod  on  in  tbe  old 
beaten  way.  We  must  proceed  by  punrul  and  alow  re- 
search! we  must  stop,  look  around  us,  and  reSect  mueh{ 
snd  after  great  toil,  and  a  long  journey,  we  may  possibly 
reach  those  lofty  heights  of  transcendenlsl  political  wis- 
dom which  the  authors  of  this  bill  have  scaled  with  the 
speed  of  lightning  at  a  single  bound.  Is  it  to  be  eq>eet< 
ed,  I  sgain  ask,  that,  in  the  twenty-two  days  that  remun 
for  general  business,  we  can  canvass,  item  by  item,  ap- 
propriation bills  to  the  amount  of  near  twenty-seven 
millions,  and  have  time  left  us  to  labor  through  the  dtf- 
(icuUies  that  attend  tbe  bill  under  consideratioof 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  connexion  with  the  objeetioni  to  a 
consideration  of  this  bill,  arising  from  a  want  of  time,  I 
must  reoaind  Its  authors,  and  the  political  majority  of  tbii 
House,  of  another  subject,  which,  in  justice  to  them- 
selves and  to  the  nation,  they  are  bound  to  bring  for- 
ward at  the  present  session.  I  allude  to  an  amemunent 
of  the  constitution,  so  that  tbe  election  of  Frendent  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  Stales  may,  in  no  event, 
ever  devolve  on  Congress.  We  are  now  approacbinif 
the  tenBioation  of  those  eight  Otn- 
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eral  JaekRon  has  occnpied  the  pmldenlial  chair.  I  be- 
liere  rach  annual  message  lo  Congress,  during  all  that 
time,  has  adverted  in  strong  and  sometimes  imploring 
appeals  lo  the  National  Legislature  on  this  subject.  I 
know  that  gentlemen  have  heretorore  excused  their 
neglect  of  these  suggestions  of  the  President,  by  saying 
lhat  there  was  in  the  Senate  a  political  majority  opposed 
to  them,  and  therefore  the  great  reform,  so  much  de- 
sired by  the  President  and  bia  friend  must  wait  till  that 
opposition  was  subdued.  Sir*  whether  fotlunately  or 
otherwise  for  the  republic  1  will  not  say,  but  the  fact  is, 
that  favored  time,  so  long  prayed  for,  has  at  length  ar- 
rived. There  is  now  a  dear  majority,  in  both  branches 
of  Congress,  friendly  to  the  existing  administration. 
Now,  a  time  has  at  length  come,  when  we  may  with 
confidence  call  upon  the  friends  of  General  Jackaon  to 
redeem  bband  their  pledges,  so  often  given,  on  thia  vital 
■abject.  I  call  especially  at  this  lime  for  action,  and  nut 
promiaea  and  postponement.  General  Jackson,  adertbis 
session,  will  be  no  tnore  here,  to  admonish  or  advise  us 
touching  this  interesting  subject.  It  hu  made  an  imposing 
figure  in  that  revolution  which  has  subverted  all  the  max- 
ima of  polity  and  law,  whensoever  and  howaoever  they 
were  opposed  to  hit  auggestiuns.  It  baa  been  a  tbeoK 
on  which  boneat  patriota  and  designing  demagwuea 
have  dwelt  with  equal  skill  and  power.  The  Preaiwnt, 
for  the  last  time  that  his  voice  can  ever  be  heard  in 
public  council,  in  language  which  bespeaks  deep  and 
abiding  solicitude,  again  beseeches  you  to  set.  Hear 
what  be  says  in  bis  \msX  message  lo  Congress.  Nearly 
at  ihe  close,  and  when  he  ia  about  to  bid  a  final  adieu  to 
you  and  ihe  cares  of  public  life,  he  girea  this  subject  to 
your  especial  charge  with  all  the  aowmnity  of  a  dying 
declaration.  lie  says:  "  All  my  experience  and  reflection 
confirm  Ibe  conviction  1  have  so  often  expressed  to  Con- 
gress in  favor  of  an  amendment  to  the  constitution 
which  will  prevent,  in  any  event,  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent aad  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  devolving 
on  the  Houie  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate;  and  1 
therefore  beg  leave  again  to  solicit  your  attention  to  the 
■uyecl." 

Ia  there,  then,  any  reason  now  for  not  carrying  this 
recommendation  into  effisct,  by  the  party  having  the 
power  in  both  House  and  Senate  lodoao.'  None.  1 
call,  then,  upon  the  "  democratic  party,"  as  you  of  the 
majority  sontetimes  (as  if  in  derision  of  llie  name)  call 
yourselves,  to  postpone  this  new  experiment  on  finance; 
dispoae  of  It  at  once  for  this  year,  because  it  stands  in 
the  way  of  a  constitutional  reform,  on  which,  by  your 
own  admisaion,  depends  all  your  hope  of  liberty.  Do 
Ibis,  or  take  the  consequences.  If  you  now  refuse  to 
act  when  you  have  the  undoubted  power  lo  redeem 
your  pledges,  so  onen  and  solemnly  given,  the  people 
of  this  country  will  believe  lhat  all  your  promises  and 
professions  were  not  the  promptings  of  patriotism,  but 
rather  the  hollow  and  aelfish  artifices  of  a  shallow  by- 
pocriay.  However  uncharitable  some  gentlemen  nught 
deem  such  a  conclusion  to  be,  in  my  judgment  it  would 
be  most  reasonable  and  just.  Our  conduct  admits  of  no 
other  explanation,  if  we  consume  the  time  allowed  us' 
in  discussing  the  difference  between  two  systems  of 
revenue,  and  pass  by  unnoticed  another  subject  which, 
by  our  own  declarations,  repeated  in  every  form,  touches 
our  existence  as  a  free  people. 

Sir,  1  might  here  content  myself  with  thus  expressing 
my  objections  to  the  inlroduction  of  this  bill,  at  this  time, 
by  the  committee  of  which  lama  member.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  satisfy  the  House  that  Ihe  necessary  billf, 
without  the  oaasage  of  which  the  Government  cannot  ex- 
ecute its  ordinary  duties  during  the  year,  must  occupy 
us  the  entire  remainder  of  the  session:  and  if  we  should 
possibly  have  any  time  not  thus  necSssarily  employed, 
that  tbercju«  other  roattera  of  high  and  paramount  na> 


tiooal  importance,  whtcb  ihouM  lake  precedence  of 
this.  But  there  is  another  objection  resting  with  great 
weight  on  my  mind,  which  I  cannot  forbear  to  preaa  up- 
on the  attention  of  gentlemen  before  I  take  roy  seat.  [ 
allude  to  the  compromise  act,  as  it  is  hmiliarly  called,  of 
March,  1833.  If  I  am  right  in  my  conceptions  of  the 
true  character  of  that  law,  we  are  not  only  forbidden  to 
legi^ate  in  the  way  now  proposed  at  tbia  time,  but  that 
we  cannot  w  legislate  until  alter  the  30tb  of  June,  184% 
without  aueh  sacrifice  of  honor  and  implied  faith  as 
would  make  a  bandit  blush. 

I  shall  not  pretend  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  to 
alter  essentially,  or,  if  it  will,  abolish,  the  law  fixing  the 
rates  of  dulies  on  a  scale  of  gradual  reduction  front  1833 
up  lo  I843i  but  1  deny  the  right  of  Congress  to  do  so, 
unless  impelled  by  sonte  dire  necessity,  over  which  it 
can  exert  no  control.  War,  that  greatest  of  all  tbe  Hb 
that  can  befall  a  well-governed  people,  mi^ht  preaent  a 
case  of  such  necessity.  No  such  necessity  u  pretended. 
No  gentleman  here  will  risk  his  character  for  sanity,  by 
rising  in  bis  place  and  declaring  that,  without  a  law  like 
that  on  your  table,  Ihe  liberties  or  happineaa  of  the  peo- 
ple are  in  danger.  No  man,  here  or  elsewhere,  caa 
pretend  lhat  the  compromise  act  of  the  2d  of  klarcb, 
1833,  contains  any  principle  which  menaces  the  general 
welfare  of  the  country,  or  that  its  operation  and  eflecU 
threaten  our  national  prosperity  with  imminent  danger. 
On  Ihe  contrary,  sir,  the  echoes  of  that  general  note  of 
acclaim,  which  reverberated  from  one  extremity  of  the 
Union  to  the  other,  at  the  passage  of  lhat  law,  are  at 
this  moment  scarcely  ailenced.  Our  circumstances  are 
not  changed  ainee  Ihe  passqfe  of  that  lav,  in  >ny  way 
connected  with  its  provinons  or  policy.  Henee  1  infer 
that,  as  that  hw,  in  its  terms,  fixes  the  measure  of  pro- 
tection which  ahsll  be  extended  to  domestic  manufactures 
up  to  the  year  1843,  and  as  it  was  considered  in  the  light 
of  an  arrangement,  permanent  up  to  lhat  time,  by  tbe 
Congress  who  enacted  it;  and,  further,  as  it  was  so  re- 
garded  by  both  the  friends  and  foes  of  Ihe  protective 
syhlem,  all  over  Ibe  country,  and  as  those  engaged  in 
manufacturing  shaped  their  busineaa,  and  diaposed  their 
capita),  in  confiirmily  lo  this  general  opinion,  although 
you  have  the  power,  you  have  no  right  now  to  annul 
your  understood  engagement,  when,  by  so  doing,  a  cap- 
ital and  labor  so  great  as  to  produce  three  hundred 
millions  a  year,  which  have  been  invested  under  the 
faith  thus  pledged,  must  be  at  once  destroyed.  By  al- 
tering essentially,  aa  you  pn^ose  to  do,  the  act  of  1833, 
you  bring  upon  this  labor  and  capital  what  ia  equal  to 
deslructioniyou  sever  them  by  violence  from  tbeir  pres- 
ent bunness  connexions,  and  leave  them  to  the  mercy  of 
accident  for  future  occupation.  1  beg  gentlemen  to 
turn  to  the  law  of  1833,  and  tee  bow  all  the  features  of  a 
compact  and  permanent  engagement  are  carefully  im- 
preued  upon  il. 

The  first  section,  taking  up  the  protected  articles,  or 
such  aa  paid  a  duty  above  twenty  p«r  centum  otf  loAinm, 
subjects  them  to  a  scale  of  gradual  redaction  from  1833, 
until  all  are  brought  down  to  a  duty  of  twenty  per  cent- 
um arf  valorem  in  184'.2.  Why  were  Ihe  several  periodi- 
cal reductions  adjusted  so  carefully  through  a  peroid  of 
nine  years,  if  the  law  was  m.t  expected  to  continue  in 
force  for  that  length  of  lime.^  I^t  any  gentleman  reflect 
on  Ihe  history  of  ihnt  law  for  a  moment,  and  he  can  have 
no  further  diflicuhy  in  finding  the  principles  ofa  perma- 
nent compromise  in  it.  Two  great  parties,  as  we  all 
know,  existed  in  the  counlry.  These  were  known  by 
the  designations  of  tariff  and  anti-larifT.  The  antt'taritT 
parly,  chiefly  comprised  in  the  Southern  and  Soulbwcst- 
erii  sections  of  the  Union,  demanded  an  abandoitmeot  of 
the  protective  principle,  and  a  reduction  of  duties  to  a 
revenue  stamlard  alone.  They  alleged,  lhat  aa  they 
were  consumers,  and  not  pruitaeei^  9{  iM>K  articka 
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which  were  protected  by  law,  ihey  p^id  to  the  producer 
(in  the  protective  duty)  a  bounty  upon  his  labor}  and  in- 
sisted on  the  injustice  of  thui  taxing  the  planting  States 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Northern  manuracturing  Stales. 
Such  was  the  argument  on  one  side,  whether  correct  or 
not  I  shall  not  here  pause  to  consider.  On  ihe  other  side, 
those  friendly  to  the  protective  system  alleged  that  the 
policy  of  protection  was  begun  early  in  Ihe  history  of 
the  Oorernment;  that  especially  since  1816  it  bad  been 
pursued  with  tueh  vigor  and  constancy  as  not  only  to  in- 
Tite  capital  but  actaally  to  impel  it  into  the  business  of 
domeBlic  manufacture.  They  insisted,  and  with  Ihe 
most  obvious  reason,  that  to  withdraw  suddenly  that 
protection  would  result  in  ruin  to  the  capitalists,  and 
wide-spread  misery  to  the  laboring  classes.  Tbey  pro* 
posed  a  system  of  gradual  reduction  of  duties,  which 
would  give  time  for  the  acquisition  of  skill,  so  as  to  en> 
able  them  to  operate  with  little  or  no  proteottont  or,  at 
the  worst,  (if  time  were  given,)  a  gradual  and  compara- 
tively harmless  withdrawal  of  their  capital  and  labor 
from  manufacturing  pursuits  could  be  efTected.  To 
this  proposition  the  South  accrded,  and  its  substance 
will  be  found  imbodied  in  the  law  of  1833.  Thus 
gradual  reduction,  extending  through  a  series  of  years 
to  1842,  saved  the  nunuraeturer,  while  the  prospective 
reduction  of  duties  on  all  protected  articles  to  one  stand- 
ard satisfied  the  principles  contended  for  by  the  South. 
When  this  was  settled,  to  make  it  binding  and  irrevoca. 
ble  1)11  1842,  llie  parties  inserted  in  the  third  section  of 
the  bill  their  solemn  declaration  to  that  efTect.  The 
section  referred  to  reads  as  follows:  **Jnd  be  it  further 
enacted.  That  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty-two,  the  duties  imposed  by 
existing  laws,  tt  modified  by  this  act,  shall  remain  and 
continue  to  be  collected."  Could  your  language  fur- 
nish words  niore  emphatically  expressive  of  a  declaration 
by  Congress  that  no  change  was  to  be  made  in  this 
branch  of  your  revenue  system  till  June,  1842^  Did  you 
then  expect  your  people  to  place  no  reliance  on  what 
you  thus  solemnly  proclaimed  as  your  determi  nation  f 
Koi  you  did  not  expect  the  American  people  to  treat 
ymi  as  hollow-hearted  knaves,  attempting  to  impose  on 
their  credulity.  The  ante  object  of  proclaiming  to  them 
the  unalterable  character  of  the  law  of  1 833  was  to  quiet 
the  fearful  agitation  that  then  every  where  prevailed, 
and  give  stability  to  that  interest — the  manufacturing  in- 
terest— which  was  most  to  be  affected  by  your  acts. 
What,  sir,  were  the'happy,  the  glorious  (fleets  of  that 
compromise?  I'he  day  before  that  law  received  the 
Preridenl's  approval  was  overcast  with  the  gathering 
cloud  uf  civil  war,  deepening,  spreading,  and  blacken- 
ing every  hour.  The  ground  on  which  we  stood  seemed 
to  heave  and  quake  with  the  first  throes  of  a  convulsion, 
that  was  to  rend  in  fragments  the  last  republic  on  earth; 
at  this  fearful  moment  an  overruling  Providence  reveal- 
ed the  instrument  of  its  will  in  the  person  of  one  man, 
whose  virtues  would  have  illustrated  the  brightest  an- 
nals of  recorded  time.  He  produced  this  great  measure 
of  concord,  and  the  succeeding  morning  dawned  upnn 
the  American  horizon  without  a  spott  the  sun  of  that  day 
looked  down,  and  beheld  us  a  tranquil  and  united  peo- 
ple. 

Are  we  prepared  now  to  break  the  bonds  of  peace, 
and  renew  the  war'  I  have  said  yim  have  the  power  to 
do  so,  but  I  deny  your  right.  I  do  not  measure  that  right 
by  the  standard  of  law  in  a  municipal  court.  I  cannot 
conceive  any  idea  more  ridiculous  or  contemptible  than 
that  which  finds  no  standard  of  moral  or  political  duties 
and  rights,  for  a  Christian,  a  private  gentleman,  or  a 
statesman,  except  that  which  is  applicable  to  a  contest 
before  a  justice's  court,  or  a  nisi prius  jury.  No,  sir,  I 
appeal  to  a  law  in  the  bosom  of  man,  prior  and  paramount 
to  this.    I  appeal  to  the  South,  where  1  know  that  law 


will  be  obeyed,  and  where  I  know  I  do  not  appeal  in 
vain.  I  invoke  its  characteristic  chivalry.  I  call  for 
that  sentiment  of  manly  pride  which  la  its  offspring.  I 
snmmiHi  to  my  aid  that  sensitive  honor  which  feels  "a 
stain  like  a  wound,"  which  abhors  deception,  and  shud* 
ders  at  violated  faith.  Will  that  South,  which  I  am  sure 
I  have  truly  described,  join  in  this  odious  infraction  of 
its  own  treaty,  and  unite  in  this  miserable  war  upcm  the 
laboring  thousands  who  have  confided  in  its  8ecuntie>--a 
war  not  waged  with  open  force  and  strong  hand — a  war 
not  waged  to  avenge  insulted  honor,  but  to  recover  Ihe 
difference  between  five  and  ten  cents  duty  upon  a  yard 
of  cotton  goods^  Your  approach  to  this  battle  is  not 
heralded  by  the  trumpet's  voicet  no,  you  are  to  take  the 
proposed  bill,  and  go  on  a  marauding  expedition,  by  way 
of  reprisal.  You  are  to  steal  into  the  dwelling  of  the 
poor,  and  boMly  capture  a  mechanic's  dinner!  You  are 
to  march  into  the  cottage  of  the  widow,  and  fearlessly 
confiscate  the  breakfast  of  a  factory  girl,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  planting  and  grain-growing  States  of  this  mighty 
republic!  Such  are  the  motives  for  this  war,  and  such 
are  to  foe  the  trophies  of  its  victories.  How  little  do 
they  who  have  presented  such  arguments  as  these, 
in  this  report,  know  of  the  character  of  the  people  of 
the  South  and  West!  They  munly  imagine  that  the 
high-minded  sons  of  the  South  have  drank  of  the  fatal 
cup  of  the  sorceress,  and,  like  the  companions  of  Ulyase^ 

"  I>iei  iheir  upright  shape, 
And  ilownYfard  feU  into  ihe  grovelling  awine." 

The  great  grain-growing  States  of  the  West  are  in- 
formed, in  this  report,  that  they  may  reclaim  a  part  of 
the  tribute  which,  it  is  lold  them,  they  have  been  paying 
without  equivalent,  if  Ihey  will  agree  to  this  bill.  L.et 
me  tell  the  gentlemen  that  the  West  must  first  be  satis- 
fied  they  are  free  in  honor  to  obey  this  call.  The  har- 
dy race  that  has  subdued  the  forests  of  the  West,  and  in 
their  green  youth  have  constructed  monuments  of  their 
enterprise  that  shall  survive  the  Pyramids,  is  not  likely, 
from  merely  sordid  motives,  to  join  in  inflicting  a  great 
evil  on  any  portion  of  our  common  country.  The  fear- 
less pioneers  of  the  West,  whose  ears  are  as  familiar 
with  the  sharp  crack  of  the  Indian's  rifle,  and  his  wild 
war-whoop  at  midnight,  as  are  those  of  your  city  dandies 
with  the  dulcet  notes  of  the  harp  and  piann,  they,  sir, 
are  not  Ihe  men  to  act  upon  selfish  calculations  and  sin- 
ister inducements.  They  hold  their  rights  by  law,  and 
they  believe  that  compacts,  expressed  or  implied,  arising 
from  individual  engagements  or  publi,c  law,  are  to  be 
kept  and  defended  with  their  lives,  if  need  be— not  to  be 
broken  at  will,  or  regarded  at  the  proper  sport  of  legis^ 
lative  or  individual  caprice. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  heard  much  of  late  that  is  new 
to  us,  if  not  alarming,  on  tfiis  subject  of  legislative  com- 
pact. From  authorities  of  no  mean  consideration  we 
have  heard  it  boldly  preached  that  the  validity  of  a  com- 
pact aruiing  out  of  law  is  an  exploded  paradox.  It  is 
represented  as  a  rello  of  *'old  times,"  and  we  are  told 
that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The 
liberties  of  the  people!  It  was  to  establish  "  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people"  that  Robespierre  and  his  infamous  as- 
sociates preached  the  same  doctrine  to  the  deluded  and 
frantic  populace  of  France.  Is  the  American  Govern- 
ment now  to  adopt  this  creed  of  political  failhF  How 
long  is  it  since  we  were  about  to  wage  war  with  France 
for  refuung  to  fulfil  a  treaty  which,  in  the  language  of 
our  constitution,  was  nothing  more  than  « the  supreme 
law  of  the  land?"  For  this  we  were  ready  to  launch  our 
thunders  upon  the  seas,  and  arm  our  whole  population 
for  the  contest  on  the  land.  We  i*equlred  the  proud 
monarch  of  the  most  warlike  nation  of  modern  times  to 
humble  himself  before  the  offended  majesty  of  "public 
law."  It  is  for  a  supposed  violation  of  "public  law" 
that  your  armies  have  been  alterfiit^AMiltttlg  after. 
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•fid  flyine  before,  the  fierce  Oceob,  for  a  whole  year, 
through  the  lagoom  and  hammocka  of  Florida.  It  U  not 
to  be  auppoaed  that  a  people,  thiu  acting,  can  be 
brought  to  diarrgard  like  obligation!,  whether  contract- 
ed byexpreaa  or  implied  compact,  with  its  own  ciiizcna. 

I  iwpe,  air,  I  ahall  be  pardoned  for  dwelling,  it  mj 
he,  ■omewhat  too  long  upon  this  topic.  I  mutt  now  call 
the  altcntioa  of  the  Houae  for  a  few  momenta  to  what  I 
deen  a  nngubr  phenomenon  in  our  biaiurr,  as  aei  forth 
ia  tb«  report  on  your  table.  It  it  aaid  that  the  planting 
mad  grain-growing  States  have,  nnce  1789,  paid  to  the 
flMumfiieturerf  of  this  country  about  three  hundred  and 
fifty  millions  of  doUara,  for  which  they  hare  receired  no 
tquiralent  Sir,  if  this  be  true,  since  the  Israelites  were 
Teqaired  by  the  Egyptian  tyrant  to  make  bricka  with, 
out  itnv*  there  is  no  parallel  to  such  monatroua  i^pre^ 
■ion. 

I  ban  already  slated  that  I  will  not  pretend  to  cjuote 
tbc  precise  language  of  the  report.  I  am  aure  it  ia  sla- 
ted that  duties  on  imported  articles  to  the  amount  of  six 
Inindred  and  cighly-lwo  millions  of  dollars,  besides  thir- 
ty millions  for  its  collection,  have  been  paid  since  the 
ycsr  1789.  It  is  also  stated  in  the  report,  that  more 
than  one  half  of  this  aggregate  had  been  levied  on  pm- 
teeted  utidca.  The  waole  scope  of  the  report  labors  to 
prore  that  this  duly  on  protected  articlea  ta  a  grievous 
and  oppressive  lav  on  consumption,  for  which  no  equiv- 
elent  is  received  in  return.  Connected  with  theae  posi- 
tions, the  author  of  the  report  endeavors  to  show  that 
the  planting  and  grain-growing  portions  of  the  Union 
were,  snd  are,  the  consumers,  and  the  few  Northern 
nanufacturinc  SUtes  the  producen,  of  the  protected  ar- 
ticleai  that  ine  former  are  the  payers,  and  the  latter  the 
receivers,  of  the  duties*  which  duties  are  represented  as 
n  mere  bounty  to  the  labor  of  the  North,  for  which  the 
South  and  West  never  have  been,  and,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  never  can  be,  reimbursed.  Sir,  I  shall  not  now 
trouble  the  House,  nor  my  rriends,  who  put  forward 
this  ftct  as  a  truth  proved  by  figures  snd  tabular  state- 
nents,  with  any  argument  opposed  to  it,  but  I  must  be 
allowed  to  advert  to  It  as  a  Western  man  with  feelings 
of  pride.  At  the  same  time,  I  must,  in  common  irith 
others,  tebor  under  some  doubta  of  the  het  aaserted, 
•rinng  out  of  the  known  history  of  the  last  twenty  or 
thirty  years. 

If  the  West  and  Southwest  have  paid  their  due  pro- 

Eertion  of  this  unjust  and  onremunerated  ux  of  three 
□odred  and  fifty  millioni  within  the  last  forty  years, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  they  have,  as  the  world  knows, 
conquered  the  savages  who  possessed  the  whole  West- 
ern and  Southwestern  territory,  cleared  the  thick  forests 
which  overshadowed  itt  in  short,  if  that  portion  sf  the 
United  States  has,  in  less  than  half  a  century,  as  all  ad- 
mit, reached  a  point  of  improvement  in  wealth  and  arts 
which  other  times  and  people  required  sgea  to  achieve, 
then,  I  say,  1  may  with  pride  and  confidence  challenge 
the  whde  world,  within  the  period  of  authentic  history, 
to  parallel  the  wonderful  people  whiob  I  have  the  honor, 
in  part,  to  rcpiesent. 

Bu^  Mr.  Speaker,  sober  reality  and  stubborn  bets 
compel  me  to  repress  this  exultation  at  our  fancied  su- 
periority t  modesty  compels  me  to  doubt  whether  truth 
places  us  so  far  above  common  mortality  aa  this  report 
Das  done.  Facta,  known  facts,  tliose  unaccommodating 
things,  (hat  ruin  so  many  beautiful  inventiona  of  fertile 
nnd  ingenious  minds,  are  constantly  thrusting  themaelves 
before,  and  in  the  way  of,  the  figures  and  pbiloaophy  of 
the  gentleman  who  has  labored  in  this  report  to  push 
by  them,  and  drive  over  them,  to  reach  his  favorite  con- 
clusions. Tou  will  observe,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  are 
told  of  the  "treasuries  other  than  those  of  the  United 
Statea,"  into  which  this  enormous  tribute  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifiy  millions  haa  been  poured.   In  the  aame 


connexion  you  bear  of  the  *'  princely  ertablishment^ 
that  have  been  reared  up  and  suitatned  by  it.  Tb« 
"  princely  eslabli-ihments''  are  in  the  Northern  manuAe- 
turing  States.  The  "  princes"  to  whom  the  tribute  m 
paid  are  the  people  of  this  happy,  favored  regiow. 
Where,  nr,  are  tbe  poor  oppressed  tributartei^  accord* 
ing  to  this  report?  Why,  sir,  in  that  atnkiag,  ruined, 
wasted  wilderness,  the  West! 

The  author  of  tbia  report,  under  the  Iffluence  of  n  too 
fervid  imagination,  has  spumed  the  ahacklea  and  brakes 
through  the  embarrassments  arising  from  facts  oonoeet- 
ed  with  tbe  scheme  of  his  theory.    He  represents  Am 
Northern  manuftcturing  States  aa  another  imperial  Bone* 
jeated  on  her  aercn  hills,  rioting  in  tbe  luxuries  of  the 
despoiled  and  tmpoveriabed  South,  her  trcaaurie*  bunt- 
ing with  Um  enormous  wenhh  poured  into  them  fnMt 
tbe  ravaged  and  deeolated  provinces  of  the  West.  Han- 
ufocturing  ia  pictured  as  tbe  finger  of  Midta,  tumiag  er- 
ery  thing  it  touches  into  gold,  while  it  wouM  aecM  that 
grawing  grain  and  planting  cotton  brought  only  taxa- 
tion without  equivalent,  poverty  and  uorequiteid  toil. 
Sir,  if  all  this  were  true,  what  would  follow?   Tbe  peo. 
pie  of  thia  cotmtry,  however  they  may  be  excelled  by 
other  nations  in  the  walks  ol  letters  and  the  polite  arts, 
are  known  to  be  shrewd  ud  welMnfonsed  toaclmg 
their  own  pecuniary  intcreslt.    Such  a  people  would  be 
found  rushing  into  the  manufacturing  districts,  to  rMp 
harvests  of  wealth,  and  wallow  in  monopolies  tlwt  dn*m- 
ed  every  other  potion  of  the  Union  to  swell  their  accu* 
mulation.    Such  a  people  would  be  found  to  shun,  as  a 
Isnd  of  pestilence  and  death,  the  agricultuml  r^ioat 
where  nothing  awaited  them  but  taxation,  and  nmae- 
quent  poverty.    Sir,  I  regret  that  fact  and  the  tnitha  of 
history  compel  me  to  spoil  the  beautifol  theories  and  ex- 
act calculations  of  this  admirable  report;  but,  rir,  truth, 
however  unwelcome,  will  be  found,  at  last,  the  safest 
guide,  in  wandering  through  the  Ubyrinths  of  specula- 
tion and  theory.    What,  air,  ia  the  fact?   Why,  for  thir- 
ty years  tbe  tide  of  emigration  has  been  from  tbia  very 
land  of  wealth,  and  not  to  it.    The  exodus  haa  been 
from  the  land  of  promisrt  to  tbe  house  of  bondage.  Tte 
ahrewd  Tankeca  have  been  flying  fron  vealib,  and 
ease,  and  monopoly,  in  their  own  country,  to  thia  very 
oppressed  grain  and  cotton  raisii^  region  of  the  Weat, 
seeking  taxation,  oppression,  and  want!    For  theae  last 
three  years,  as  every  Americsn  (except  the  authors  of 
this  report)  well  knows,  population  from  tbe  Northern 
Slates  has  been  ploughing  its  way  through  the  ice  of  tbe 
Northern  lakes,  and  buratinr  over  the  moontatMh  tiU  the 
roads  and  rivers  are  literally  choked  with  ila  wamteu 
Where  are  these  colonists  going?   To  the  West,  io  rmse 
grain,  and  be  taxed!    To  the  Southwest,  to  grow  cot- 
ton, and  become  poor!    Such  is  the  reaaoning  of  the 
report.    Now.  I  beg  to  know  whether  it  is  not  tav^ 
our  good  nature  quite  too  far  to  ask  us  to  believe,  and 
act  upon,  ingenious  theories,  and  long  columns  of 
urea,  atanding,  as  they  do,  opposed  to  fact*,  ndmiticai 
known,  and  understood,  by  every  man  in  tlui  Union  oier 
twenty-one  years  of  age.   To  come  to  tbe  eonchuion  at 
which  the  lepori  has  arrived,  we  are  required  to  admit 
that  man  is  blind  to  and  careless  of  bis  own  peraond  ad- 
vantage.   Nay,  more:  the  authors  of  this  report  require 
you  to  deny  to  our  American  race  the  common  instinct 
of  all  animal  creation.    The  ph'dosophy  of  tbia  report 
leaehea  that  man  shuns  eaae,  and  dcsiica  toUt  that  he 
hates  pleasure,  and  loves  pain;  that  he  eachcws  wealth, 
and  courts  povertyt  that  be  flies  from  power,  and  accke 
aubjectjon.   All  this  jumble  of  conlradictiona  we  are  re> 
quired  to  admit  aa  self-evident  truths,  simply  to  expbin 
existing  fscts  in  a  way  not  to  contradict  this  erudite  trea-  ■ 
tise  on  trade  and  finance. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  know  it  is  impudent  to  obtrude  oer 
crude  notions  upon  theae  to  wbom^^i^l^g^^ition. 
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we  ire  taught  to  loek  For  the  lenoni  of  wiidom;  but  I 
hope  I  nny  be  allowed  to  mquire  of  the  Dajority  of  the 
•«  Waji  and  Neana,"  whether  It  had  not  been  better  had 
they  reviewed  alightly  their  philosophical  reading,  be- 
fore  they  aat  down  to  the  arduous  task  of  writinff  the 
production  now  before  us.  Had  they  turned  to  the 
pafcet  of  Bieon,  with  which  I  am  aure  they  must  be  fa* 
miliar,  they  would  hare  found  a  maxim  which,  since  the 
days  of  the  great  author  of  the  **  inductive  philosophy," 
has  never  been  disrej^rded.  I  think,  if  my  memory  is 
not  at  fault,  it  teaches  that  in  all  oor  researches  after 
truth  we  must  reason  *'  ex  pmemeeuit  out  ex  prseet^ni' 
ta."  For  the  benefit  of  my  unlettered  Western  friendfi, 
I  am  bound  to  render  myself  intelligible,  by  girinjif 
it  in  their  own  mother  tongue.  I  will  not  be  responsible 
for  ■ccuraey,  but  1  sm  sure  1  shall  not  mistake  the  sub- 
atance.  The  rule  simply  requires  us  always  to  reason 
from  lacti  prcTtously  admitted,  or  prevMraaiy  known  to 
«ut. 

Had  this  rule  been  observed,  the  authors  of  this  report 
night  hatw  remembered  that  the  oppressive  tax  on  the 
cotton  grower,  paid  in  the  ahspe  of  duties,  was  in  some 
measure  repaid  him  by  a  market  for  350,000  bales  of 
his  cotton  In  this  country  every  year,  which  market  he 
oould  not  have  without  the  tax.  It  might  hafe  occurred 
to  them,  that  the  grower  of  grain,  who  paid  his  propor- 
tion of  the  duty  on  protected  articles,  was  not  so  badly 
off,  since  he  found  in  those  "princely  eslsblishments" 
spoken  of  a  market  for  his  flour,  pork,  and  beef,  whieh, 
wthout  these  establishments  furiUsbin^  a  market,  might 
have  rotted  on  his  hands.  They  might  have  thought 
the  immense  emigration  to  and  vast  improvements  of 
the  West  were  facta  worth  attention,  in  ascertaining 
wbether  that  West  was  oppreaaed  by  the  tariff,  in  a  way 
too  grievouB  to  be  borne.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  asaert, 
Mr,  that  these  ^ts  would  have  puzzled  the  gentlemen) 
1  only  mean  to  say,  sir,  that  vulgar  and  coarse  minds 
would  have  been  t»etter  satisfied  with  the  report  had 
■ome  notice  been  tsken  of  them. 

Before  I  take  leaveuf  the  subject,  I  wish  tonoliee  a  few 
«ther  difHeuttiea  whieh  oppose  the  consideration  of  this 
bill  at  this  time,  and  which  spring  from  a  soaree  that 
will  not  he  disregarded  by  the  majority  of  this  House.  It 
will  be  seen  that  the  bill  propoaes  a  reduction  of  our  in- 
come, within  the  next  eighteen  months,  of  seven  mih 
Hons.  A  very  considerable  portion  of  this  reduction 
falls  on  the  receipts  of  the  present  year.  The  question 
'^aik  here  is  this:  Can  the  Treasury  bear  this  curtail- 
ment nf  its  resources  now?  To  answer  this  I  appeal  to 
an  aatbority  which  for  these  last  two  years  haa  never 
been  questioned  or  doubted  by  the  gentlemen  who  pre* 
sent  this  bill  to  the  Houae.  1  allude  to  the  annual  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiuty,  made  on  the  6tB  of 
December  last. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  all  sources,  du- 
ring 1637,  arc  estimated  at  #34,000,000.  [  quote 
the  very  language  of  the  report.  GcnUemen  will  find 
I  am  right  by  referenee  to  Document  Ko.  3  of  thw  ae^ 
•ion,  page  4.  After  enumerating  the  various  aourcea 
(fludt  as  eustoms,  public  lands,  Sic.)  from  which  this 
amount  is  derived,  the  Secretary  proceeds  to  compute 
the  amount  of  expenditures  for  the  present  year.  I 
shall  give  bis  own  language,  from  the  same  document, 
page  5: 

**  Tbe  expenditures  for  all  injects,  ordinsry  and  ex- 
traordinary, in  1B37,  including  the  contingent  of  only 
#1,000,000  for  usual  excesses  m  appropriationa,  beyond 
the  estimates,  are  computed  at  #66,755,831,  provided  tbe 
unexpended  appropriation  at  the  end  of  Uils  and  tbe  next 
year  remain  about  equal." 

Here  gentlemen  will  see  that,  instead  of  reducing  tbe 
revenue  down  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  our  in- 
come, from  all  aouroe^  ia  1887't  Mh  short  of  oor  expend- 


itures, as  estimated,  nearly  #3,000,000.  If  the  Secre- 
tanr  ia  right,  (and  will  the  gentlemen  of  the  majority  be 
so  bold  as  to  say  he  is  wrong^  then  the  effort  aftould  be 
to  increase  the  taxes  to  raise  the  revenue  up  to  the  ae* 
tasi  wants  of  the  Government.  And,  sir,  if  it  were  not 
for  the  five  millions  which  are  kept  in  reserve  for  extra, 
ordinary  demands  on  the  Treasury  by  the  deposite  bill  of 
last  year,  according  to  the  calculations  of  Hr.  Woodbury, 
we  should  be  compelled  now  to  increase  the  duUea  on 
foreign  merchandise  during  tbe  present  year,  or  borrow 
money  to  meet  the  demaiMa  on  the  Treaaury.  Let  us 
see  what  tbe  Secretary  further  aayt  on  page  5  of  the 
same  report.    I  again  quote  his  own  words: 

*<  From  iheae  calculations  it  wiH  be  seen  that,  if  the 
outstanding  appropriations  unexpended  at  the  close  of 
1837  be  as  large  as  at  the  close  of  1836,  and  the  other 
expenditures  should  agree  with  the  above  eatimates,  they 
would  exceed  the  computed  revenue  aeeruing  ftom  all 
sources  nearly  #3,000,000,  or  sufficient  to  abaorb  more 
than  half  of  that  part  of  the  present  surplus  which  is  not 
to  be  deposited  with  the  several  States.  But  if  these 
outstanding  appropriations  at  the  close  of  1637  should 
be  much  less  than  those  in  1836,  as  is  probablet  or 
should  the  accruing  receipta  be  much  less,  or  the  appro- 
priations made  for  1837  be  much  larger  than  the  eati- 
mates, a  call  will  become  neceanry  for  a  portion  of  tbe 
surplus  depnuted  with  the  States,  though  it  will  not 
probably  become  neeeaaary,  exeept  in  one  of  those 
evenu.*' 

In  the  extract  1  have  read,  the  Secretary  hasquitedis. 
tinctly  told  us  that  the  probability  Is,  we  shall  not  only 
absorb  all  the  accruing  revenue,  and  the  five  millions  not 
deposited  with  the  States,  by  the  expenditures  of  1837, 
but  that  the  States  will  he  called  on  to  repay  a  portion  of 
the  money  deporited  with  them,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Government  during  the  present  year.  How,  sir,  does 
the  policy  of  reducing  the  revenue,  aa  propoaed  in  thia 
bill,  agree  with  this  state  of  things^  Pass  the  bill,  sir, 
and  in  eighteen  months,  it  is  said,  you  will  uve  in  the 
pockets  of  the  people  seven  millloiu,  which  would  other- 
wise be  drawn  from  them  by  the  laws  now  in  force. 
And,  in  the  same  time,  if  you  place  any  confidence  in 
the  Secretary  of  the  Trea«ury,  you  will  be  compelled  to 
take  firom  the  people  of  the  Statea  (who  are  to  have  the 
use  of  the  monev  deposited  with  them)  an  equal  amount, 
if  not  more.  What  a  miserable  piece  of  bungling  jug- 
glery would  (his  be!  You  sinrtply  take  seven  millions 
out  of  one  pocket  of  tbe  people  and  put  it  into  the  other, 
and  gravely  tell  them  you  have  saved  to  them  seven  mil- 
lions of  money  by  the  proceaa.  Sir,  the  peo^  of  tbe 
Stales  are  not  to  be  thus  deceived.  Let  them  look  to 
thia  measure  and  ita  sure  results.  It  is  designed  to  bring 
about  a  Btate  of  things  which  will  compel  a  call  on  them 
for  the  aurplus  revenue  deposited  with  them,  andwhidil 
am  happy  lo  see  their  Legislatures  are  uaing  to  the  gen- 
eral advantage  of  their  constituents. 

But  it  is  possible  the  friends  of  the  Secretary  will  tell 
me  bia  conjectures  and  caleulationa  are  not  to  be  relied 
on.  Shall  I  receive  that  answer  from  the  gentlemen 
compoaii^  the  majority  here.'  Whose  authority  is  it 
that  is  thus  to  be  contemned?  The  very  man  whose  be- 
hests have  been  laws  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  ever  since  I  have  had  the  honor  to  be  one  of 
them.  Sir,  I  have  observed  that  it  has  been  thought  by 
that  committee  not  only  unwiae,  but  even  conlumaciouv, 
faetioot,  rebelfious,  to  oppose  any  demand  or  to  doubt 
any  view  taken  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Nay, 
sir,  I  have  thought  sometimes  that  his  friends  un  that 
committee  considered  it  conclusive  evidence  of  essential 
vulgarity;  it  was  proof  with  them  that  a  man  had  not 
seen  ''good  society,"  if  he  presumed  to  question  the 
propriety  of  any  estimate  or  any  requisition  coming  from 
that  high  and  reapon^bte  «ur,g^g^^nt  were 
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tbew  opinions,  Ihit  I  for  I  have  •ometinef  yielded  my 
auent  to  approprUt'iono,  merely  to  preserve  my  character 
for  '*  pentilily"  with  the  **  haut  ton,"  who  compoBe  the 
Biajortty  here,  as  they  do  in  the  eontmittee  of  which  I 
am  a  member.  How  is  it,  lhen»  that  ve  are  now  to  dis- 
miM  all  regard  to  the  auffi^iona  of  this  officer?  Hai 
not  the  Prcaident  certified  to  you  that  he  has  discharged 
liis  duty  with  great  ability  and  great  fidelity  ?  Do  we  not 
hear  his  Friends  every  where  extolling  him  to  the  ^kles 
for  a  prodigy  of  financial  wisdom?  Did  not  the  [*rest< 
dent  select  hhn  fur  his  great  and  comprehensive  knowl- 
edge oF  that  most  perplexing  uf  all  sciences— political 
economyt  for  his  large  and  accurate  acquaintance  with 
the  channel!  of  trade  and  the  sources  of  national  wealth } 
Surely  no  oiie  of  the  majority  will  doubt  this.  Now, 
sir,  what  respect  is  paid  to  his  opinions,  his  "official 
opinions,"  by  the  bill  and  report  on  your  table?  True, 
it  cannot  be  denied,  for  the  President  has  said  it  is  so, 
that  he  has  discharged  his  duty  with  fidelity,  la  it  not 
unkind,  then,  in  his  own  friends,  his  "  ministering  ser- 
rant!  of  the"  Ways  and  Means,  to  treat  his  Ubors  with 
Nch  cruel  indiflTerence?  See  him  day  and  night,  watch* 
ing  the  various  currents  of  trade,  that  bring  wealth  to 
the  people  and  revenue  to  the  Treasuryt  sacrificing  hia 
ease  and  health  to  those  "thoughts  which  waste  the 
marrow  and  consume  the  braini"  year  after  year  de- 
nying himself,  with  stoical  fortitude,  the  gaieties  of  this 
moat  refined  and  fasliionable  city,  brooding  with  cease- 
leas  and  anxioua  care  over  the  Treasury,  if  not  the  treas- 
ure! he  aita  like  **  tad  Prometheua  fastened  to  biarock.'* 
And  now,  air,  as  if  they  were  determined  that  this  Titan 
of  the  Treasury  should  realize  the  fate  of  his  prototype 
of  old,  his  ancient  friends,  it  aeems,  by  some  magical 
change,  turn  tormentors,  and  are  prepared  lo  thrust 
their  vulture-beaks  inio  his  liver,  and,  with  remorseless 
voracity,  devour  his  flesh,  without  ever  terminating  his 
pain.  Sir,  to  drop  figure,  and  speak  in  plain  prosaic 
English,  this  bill  uka  you  to  treat  every  opinion  of  the 
present  Secretary  as  stupid  nonsense,  and  lake  as  iDfalli' 
ble  truth  the  conjectures  of  this  report  in  their  atead.  I 
ask  the  friends  of  the  Secretary  if  they  are  prepared  for 
thin;  if  not,  ihey  will  vote  with  me  lo  postpone  the  bill. 

Let  it  be  remembered  lliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, whose  views  are  diannetrically  opposed  to  the  pas- 
tege  of  any  Uw  looking  to  a  reduction  of  the  revenue, 
has  given  bis  opinions  only  a  month  ago.  Surely  he  has 
not  changed  all  his  notions  respecting  our  probable  re- 
ceipts in  1837  since  lie  published  liis  last  report.  1  should 
be  glad  if  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Hjihir,]  who  lotd  us  the 
other  da)t  "  he  had  lately  been  behind  the  curtain," 
would  inform  us  whether,  amongst  other  precious  se- 
crets, he  had  beard  any  thing  of  a  total  change  of  the  Sec- 
retary'a  opinioos  on  this  subject,  witliin  the  last  few 
weeks. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  gentlemen  who  have  brought  for- 
ward this  measure  luve  emancipated  themselves  from 
all  respect  for  the  opinions  and  recoiDmendationsof  your 
chief  of  finance — a  respect  bordering  heretofore  on  ab- 
Bolute  submission  to  his  will,  a  little  attention  lo  docu- 
ments emanating  from  a  quarter  still  more  venerated 
will  exhibit  them  in  an  attitude  of  atill  more  exalted  in- 
dependence. They  are,  however,  (if  I  may  be  pardon- 
ed a  conjecture  so  uncharitable,)  acarcely  entitled  to  a 
position  so  enviable  as  that  of  self-relying  and  aelf-reaol- 
ved  freedom  of  action.  Something  of  the  dross  of  self- 
ishness, unhappily  for  poor  humanity,  miiiKles  in  Ihe 
composition  of  the  purest  motives,  and  stains  the  glory 
of  ttie  most  sublime  acliievemenls.  The  committee 
have,  I  fear,  betrayed  something  too  much  of  a  quality, 
or,  to  speak  phrenolugically,  an  organ,  of  combativenebs. 
Ttiey  have  not  only  spurned  all  Ihe  irammels  of  prece- 
dent, and  dcspis;;d  all  Ihe  opinions  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  but  determined  that  paradox  should,  in 


themselves  at  least,  have  the  merit  of  originality.  Tbey 
have  set  at  naught,  nay,  scorned,  the  aolemn  injunctioaia 
of  the  FrcMdent  himaelf.  Thus,  they  may  be  said  lo 
stand'"  alone  in  their  glory."  Sir,  we  have  beard  omch 
of  General  Jackion'a  ijstem  of  adminlatration.  IF  wit 
meaning  is  to  be  attached  to  tbia  word  "  system,*'  which 
can  stand  against  the  arbitrary  dictation  of  party,  it  wiH 
be  admitted  that  it  implies  a  plan  which  comprehends  an 
order  oF  proceeding  by  principles  extending  over  the 
time,  at  least,  of  a  presidential  term.  In  this  view,  ve 
can  at  once  see  how  great  principles  are  as  true  and  ■!>• 
plicable  in  practice  In  183r  as  they  were  in  1836.  Thta 
being  admitted,  let  us  see  how  the  bill  and  report  now 
before  ua  harmonice  with  ihe  doctrines  on  the  aaaie  sab- 
^ect,  expreaaed  in  strong  and  earnest  advice  to  Congrca^ 
in  the  President's  message  a  year  ago.  I  quote  the  en> 
lire  passage  from  the  message  of  1836: 

**  Should  Congress  make  new  appropriation!',  in  con- 
formity with  the  estimates  vhich  will  be  submitted  from 
the  proper  departments,  amounting  to  about  iweoty-fuar 
millions,  still  the  available  surplus,  at  the  ehM  of  the 
next  year,  sfter  deducting  all  unexjKttdedapproptiatioiui, 
will  probably  not  be  leas  than  six  milltoot.  Thiswni 
can,  in  my  judgment,  be  now  usefully  applied  to  pro- 
posed improvements  in  our  navy  yards,  and  to  new  na- 
tional work*,  vhich  are  not  enumerated  in  the  present 
estimates,  or  to  the  more  rapid  completion  of  those  al- 
ready begun.  Either  would  be  constitutional  and  use- 
ful, and  would  render  unneceasanr  any  attempt,  in  oar 
present  peculiar  condition,  to  divide  the  aorplna  rerenue. 
or  to  reduce  it  any  faster  than  will  be  efTeeted  by  the  ex- 
isting laws.  In  any  event,  as  the  annual  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  enter  into  details  show- 
ing the  probsbility  of  some  decrease  in  the  revenue  du- 
ring the  next  seven  years,  and  a  very  considerable  deduc- 
tion in  1843,  it  is  not  recommended  that  Congresa  dwuld 
undertake  to  modify  the  present  tariff,  eo  as  to  disturb 
the  prtnciplea  on  which  the  compromise  act  waa  passed. 
Taxation  un  some  of  the  articles  of  general  consunpttoa 
which  are  not  in  competition  with  our  own  produeticMm 
may  be,  no  doubt,  so  diminished  as  to  lessen,  to  some  ex- 
lenl,  Ibe  source  oF  this  revenue;  and  the  same  object 
can  alao  be  assisted  by  more  liberal  proviuons  For  ibe 
subjects  of  public  defence,  which,  in  the  presenl  state  of 
our  prosperity  and  wealth,  may  be  expected  to  engage 
your  attention.  IF,  however,  after  sati^ying  all  ibe  de- 
mands which  can  arise  from  these  sources,  the  unex- 
pended balance  in  the  Treasury  should  still  conttnoe  to 
mcresae,  it  would  be  better  to  bear  wilb  the  evil  until 
the  great  changes  contemplated  in  our  tarifT  laws  have 
occurred,  and  shall  enable  us  to  revise  the  system  with 
that  care  and.  circumspection  which  are  due  to  ao  deli- 
cate and  important  a  subject." 

Here  gentlemen  will  perceive  that  the  bill  aitd  report 
are  at  war  with  the  President's  opinion,  solemnly  ex* 
pressed,  on  the  same  subject.  Hark,  however,  ttw 
terms  employed  to  designate  the  act  oF  1833:  he  calls  it 
Ihe  "compromise  act."  As  he  anticipates  a  considera' 
ble  reduction  in  our  revenue  during  the  next  seven 
years,  and  especislly  in  1843,  he  warns  us  "  not  to  dis- 
turb the  principles  on  which  the  compromise  act  of  1833 
was  passed."  Spoken  like  a  man  semible  of  the  obfiga- 
tiona  oF  Irgialative  and  public  failb!  Sentiments  wortby 
the  ChieF  Magistrate  of  a  nation  governed  by  law,  whoK 
duly  it  is  to  see  the  obligations  oF  law  faithfiilly  obgerv- 
ed!  He  speaks  familiarly  of  the  "principles"  upon 
which  the  compromise  act  waa  passed.  What  doea  he 
mean  by  the  "principles"  of  that  act?  Nothing  else 
ihan  these  mutual  stipuiationa  by  the  great  conlendii^ 
parlies  to  that  compact,  providing  for  a  atable,  fixed  rale 
of  duties,  which  should  remain,  as  the  act  itself  expresaea 
it,  till  June,  1843.  The  bill  disregards  the  principles, 
or  rather  violates  and  deatrqpa  thejHjociples,  on  wbirta 
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the  compromise  act  wu  passed.  The  rf  port,  instead  of 
Mticipitinj  a  reduction  of  revenue  by  the  laws  now  in 
force,  goes  about  bcilitating*  that  reduction  by  legislating 
in  a  way  contrary  to  the  whole  tenor  of  the  President's 
opinion  which  t  have  quoted.  Sir,  I  call  on  the  chair* 
man  of  the  Wajrs  and  Means  to  say  when,  before  now, 
be  has  ventured  on  a  syttem  of  policy  not  approved  by 
the  "speech  from  tlie  thronei"  I  ask  bim  why  he  did 
not  bring  forward  this  bill  last  year,  when  every  possible 
expedient  was  resorted  to  to  get  rid  of  a  surplus,  which 
was  about  to  go  (o  the  States,  as  it  did  go,  under  a  law  so 
odious  to  the  Prince  Regent,  who  is  to  mount  the  throne 
the  4tb  of  the  coming  March?  A  bill  reducing  the  rev- 
enue then  would  have  saved  the  troubles  and  dangers  of 
a  deposite  with  the  States.  That  was  the  lime,  if  ever, 
to  have  urged  its  passage.  Since  the  surplus  baa  gone 
to  the  States,  no  reason  exists  for  reduction.    Do  not 

gentlemen  atie  that  a  moat  uncharitable  view  may  plausi- 
ly  be  taken  of  tbetr  course?  It  will  be  said*  that  as  the 
President  had  forbidden  you  to  disturb  the  compromise, 
and  at  that  time  had  a  year  of  his  reign  remaining,  in 
which  his  power  of  reward  and  punishment  could  be 
exerted,  you  then  dare  nut  incur  hia  displeasure)  but 
now,  when  only  six  weeks  of  that  reign  are  left,  to  be 
spent  in  the  languor  of  convalescence*,  or  it  may  be  in 
the  agony  of  pain,  yuu  may  treat  the  opinions  of  your 
old  chief  with  contempt,  relying  on  the  sure  protection 
of  the  Executive  elect.  Of  the  chairman  of  the  Ways 
and  Means,  (whom,  if  [  may  not  number  among  my 
friends,  I  cannot  call  my  foe,)  I  fear  it  may  be  said  that 
his  eye  has  been  so  dazzled  by  the  glitter  of  expected 
coronets,  under  the  new  reign,  that  he  has  lost  sight  of 
all  regard  for  the  principles  and  authority  of  that  which 
IB  now  almost  numbered  with  the  past.  '*  High-reach- 
ing Buckingham  grows  circumspect."  What  a  striking 
exhibition  is  here  of  the  emptiness  and  vanity  of  earthly 
renuwn  and  mere  human  power!  But  yesterduy.  and, 
like  the  mighty  first  Cxsar,  "the  word  of  Andrew  Jtck- 
svn  might  have  stood  against  the  world,"  and  now,  *<none 
so  poor  as  to  do  him  reverence."  Deserted  by  all  his 
old  and  bithfiil  followers,  id)andoned  by  those  adoring 
crowds  of  self-styled  democrats,  I  alone,  an  obscure  and 
derided  aristocrat,  from  the  fwr  West,  as  our  nomencla- 
ture has  it*  [  alone  stand  by  the  desolate  old  roan,  vindi- 
cating his  opinions,  and  stemming,  as  I  best  can,  that 
torrent  of  contempt  poured  out  by  his  own  furmer 
friends,  which  is  likely  to  pursue  and  overwhelm  him  in 
his  retreat  from  the  scene  of  his  glory. 

H6w  are  we  to  account  for  this  singular  event?  Sin- 
cuUr  indeed  it  is,  apparently,  but  really  what  was  to  be 
looked  for.  Politicians  who  belong  to  what  1  may  de- 
nominate, for  the  sake  of  distinction,  the  school  of  idol- 
atry, do  not  worship  the  setting,  but  always  tbe  rising 
Bun.  No  sooner,  therefore,  do  we  see  the  level  beams 
of  the  retiring  hero's  setting  orb  begin  to  melt  into  the 
twilight,  than,  as  we  might  expect,  the  thick  crowds 
turn  wistfully  to  a  dubious  and  uncertain  dawn  in  an  op- 
posite quarter  of  the  heavens.  With  characteristic  fil- 
fulneas  it  now  shoots  a  gleam  of  bint  light  above  the 
horizon,  and  anon  withdraws  it  from  the  siglit.  At  last, 
*<hair  concealed,  half  disclosed,"  it  rises  on  the  world, 
and  hither  the  multitudes  repair  to  "worship  and  adore." 

Thus,  and  thus  only,  can  we  account,  sir,  fur  those  ec- 
centric movements  and  strange  contradictions  which 
crowd  themselves  into  the  annals  of  tbe  little  and  great 
aspi  rants  aAer  the  perishable  honors  of  Ihiaworldi  and 
this  bill  we  are  to  receive  at  tbe  first  offering  upon  the 
altars  erected  to  our  new  divinity.  It  is  in  this  way  our 
new  sovereign  will  signalize  the  beginning  of  Ills  reign. 
He  will  destroy,  in  the  first  year,  300  millions  of  proper- 
ty, all  for  the  good  of  hia  loving  subjects;  and,  with  the 
blessing  of  God*  which  may  be  most  reasonably  expected 
to  attend  so  beneficent  a  work,  proceeding  at  this  rate, 


he  wilt  succeed,  in  his  reign  of  four  years,  in  destroying 
twelve  hundred  millions  of  the  nation's  properly.  Thua 
will  our  excellent  democratic  Government  enable  our 
people  to  feel  the  force  of  that  consoling  declaration  of 
Scripture*  "Blessed  are  the  poor." 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  should  be  happy  to  spare  myself  the 
pain  which  it  always  gives  me  to  recur  to  former  transac- 
tions in  a  way  likely  to  excite  unpleasant  feelings;  but  I 
have  the  misfortune  to  differ  with  tbe  majority  of  a  com- 
mittee of  which  I  am  a  member:  I  am*  therefore,  com- 
pelled in  self-defence  to  give  every  reason  in  my  power 
for  the  course  my  conscience  impels  me  to  pursue. 

The  House  are  already  apprized  that  tbe-bill  on  the 
table  presupposes  a  surplus  of  revenue  as  certain  to  ac- 
crue within  the  next  eighteen  months.  The  existence 
of  this  surplus  is  the  evil  the  bill  is  intended  to  prevent. 
Whether  this  aptirehended  surplus  will  accrue  is  matter 
of  opmion.  I  wish*  then,  to  preaent  another,  and  only 
one  olheiv  document*  to  show  tbe  reliance  to  be  placed 
upon  the  opinions  of  that  very  majority  of  the  Ways  and 
Heanr,  who  now  require  us,  on  tbe  faith  of  their  opinion 
and  conjecture  merely,  to  pass  this  bill.  Many  gentle- 
men will  remember  that  various  projects  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  surplus  revenue  were  referred  to  this  same 
committer,  composed  of  the  aame  persons  last  year 
which  now  compose  it.  On  the  1st  of  July,  1836,  just 
before  tbe  close  of  the  last  session,  and  only  about  six 
months  ago,  a  report  was  made*  from  which  I  propose 
to  read  an  extract.  It  will  be  seen  by  this  extract  what 
were  the  opinions  of  the  committee  then,  as  to  any  sur- 
plus which  might  possibly  come  into  the  Treasury,  and 
also  their  prngnostics  as  to  the  probability  of  such  an 
event  happening  at  all. 

After  disposing  of  a  variety  of  topics*  and  reviewing 
our  past  history,  as  usual,  complaining  with  becoming  in- 
dignation of  bad  currency  in  England  and  America,  and 
deploring  the  existence  of  an  evil  spirit  of  speculution* 
notwithstanding  the  late  death  of  the  United  States  Bank* 
the  report  concludes  as  follows: 

"Our  revenue  from  custumsand  public  lands,  after 
1837,  is  not  hkely  to  exceed  the  expenditures  of  Guv> 
ernment.  U  is,  therefore,  important  that,  whatever  sur- 
plus we  may  have  in  the  mean  time,  whether  deposited 
with  the  local  banks  or  in  the  State  treasuries,  as  is  pro- 
posed after  the  Ist  of  January  next,  should  be  preserv- 
ed, to  be  applied  to  the  extraordinary  purposes  we  l^ve 
been  compelled  to  provide  fur  during  this  session,  and 
for  similar  expenditures*  which,  in  tbe  present  state  of 
our  Indian  relations,  may  again  become  neceasary.  On 
the  balance  in  the  IVeasury  on  tbe  1st  of  January  next, 
and  the  revenue  which  may  be  received  in  1837,  there 
wi!l  be  charged,  in  addition  to  the  current  expenditurea 
of  that  year,  and  all  extraordinary  demands  that  may  oc- 
cur, probably  near  fifteen  millions  fur  appropriations  au- 
thorized St  the  prest-nl  session,  making  the  claims  upon 
the  Treasury  in  the  next  year  greater  than  in  llie  pres- 
sent,  while  the  rtvenue  of  1837  will  be  considerably  less 
than  that  of  1836*  and  leaving  the  surplus  at  the  close  of 
^hat  year  much  diminished.  Asour  income  «ill  not  prob- 
ably then  exceed  our  current  expenditures,  we  must 
rely  entirely  upon  what  surplus  we  may  have  to  defrvy 
all  expenses  which  may  become  necessary  in  extiitguish- 
ing  Indian  titles  to  Uncln,  removing  the  tribes  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  and  for  other  suhjects  of  expenditure  of  an 
extraordinary  character." 

I  beg  tlie  Mouse  to  notice  with  what  oracular  gravity 
the  prophets  then  uttered  iheir  preilietiont.  Our  lev- 
eiiue  from  customs  and  public  lands*  afier  1837*  is  not 
likely  tocsceed  the  cxpt-nditurrs  of  Government."  We 
are  thrn  kindly,  but  atill  peremptorily,  admonished  to 
hiihban  i  our  furplu',  if  any,  to  meet  those  exigencies 
which  every  wise  and  considera'e  man  sl.ould  always  be 
\  prepared  to  expect  itht.maj,c^^«(?yogfe" 
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cloM  we  >n  Ihm  iddreiKd:  "As  our  ineoiM  will  not 
probably  then  exceed  our  current  expenditure^  we 
must  relv  entirely  open  wh«t  Mrplue  we  nay  heve  lo 
defray  all  the  expenMB  which  may  become  necetaary 
in  extinguiDhinf;  Indian  titlea  to  land,"  Sec.  So  spake 
the  propheta  aix  months  since.  And  now,  op  jumps 
the  cbairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means,  modest  as  Hom- 
ing when  ah«  eyes  the  youthful  PhoEbus,"  and  full  of 
the  aame  impiivtion  ihat  burned  in  the  bosom  of  the 
leer  in  Ju>y  last,  and,  in  the  aame  solemn  prophetic 
tones,  he  teib  ua  our  income  will  exceed  our  expendi* 
tures.  Now  we  are  admoni«bed  not  to  huaband  any  sur- 
plus we  may  hare,  but  to  reduce  the  rercnae  by  seren 
millions  in  the  next  year  and  •  lialC  «o  that  no  surplua 
whatever  shall  remain. 

Sir,  when  I  see  with  what  ruthless  hand  the  ennmit. 
tee  has  torn  to  pieces  every  shred  of  character  for  either 
ability  or  fidelity  of  the  Secretary  of  l?ie  Treasury,  and 
how  with  the  same  destructive  sppetency  they  have 
trampled  down  the  authority  of  the  President  himself; 
and,  lastly,  when  I  aee  with  what  ridiculous  gravity 
theae  two  reports  of  the  some  committee,  differing  onlv 
six  months  m  their  ages,  contradict  each  other,  1  hope 
the  gentlemen  will  pardon  the  dcgr«ding  analogy,  but 
really  I  ean  think  of  nothing  like  inem  but  the  celebra- 
ted **  cats  of  Kilkennyt"  they  have  at  last  literally  swil. 
lowed  each  other.  Sir,  I  have  done  with  this  subject. 
I  know  I  have  detained  the  Houae  already  too  long;  for 
ih's  I  must  find  an  spolocy  in  the  fact  that  1  had  not  the 
moit  distant  thought  of  a<)dreutng  the  House  on  this 
subject  till  (he  afternoon  ofyesterJay.  Without  further 
time  for  arrangement  of  topics,  I  could  not  hope  to  pre.  ^ 
serve  that  order  which  ia  ao  favorable  to  brevity  as  well 
as  per^picutty.  Let  me  again  implore  the  House  to  put 
this  subject  at  onee  at  rest.  iHie  wont  evil  that  can 
come  is  a  surplus  of  a  few  millions)  and  even  this  the 
highest  offlcer  in  the  Govrmment  connected  with  your 
finincial  system  tells  you  is  impossible.  But  if  it  should 
occur,  send  it,  as  you  hnve  done  before,  to  (he  Slater, 
where  it  can  be  used  as  well  as  kept.  If  this  surplus  is 
an  evi',  in  that  way  you  can  rid  yourselves  of  it  as  eiisily 
Ds  the  shipwrecked  apostle  shouk  off  the  serpent  that 
ftslened  upon  hii  hand.  At  all  evt nt^  lei  your  people 
rest  one  year  from  your  miserable  cxperimcntt.  Let 
your  former  blunders  teach  ynu  some  caution.  In  your 
attempt  to  bring  about  a  gold  currency  you  have  flood- 
ed the  land  with  bmk  notes.  In  destroying  the  United 
States  Bank  monopoly  you  have  raised  up  a  greater 
monopoly  in  public  landa.  Now  you  are  lo  try  (he  ex- 
periment I'f  breaking  down  what  are  called  in  tbia  re- 
port the  **  princely  establishments  of  the  North."  Sir, 
you  will  not,  cannot,  at  least  now,  effect  this  last  and 
most  cruel  experiment.  Let  us  then  put  this  bill  quiet- 
to  to  sleep  sontewherej  let  it  rest  in  pesce  till  1843; 
then,  perhaps,  it  may  reappear  amongst  ua  under  other 
airspicf  s,  and  with  better  ctairna  lo  otir  regard. 

When  Mr.  Corwibi  had  taken  his  seat, 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  rose  and  addressed  Ibe  Chair  aa  fol- 
Iovf:  • 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  gentleman  fVom  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
LawBEircij  has  asked,  in  a  very  strong  and  emphatic 
manner,  whether  there  is  any  member  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, as  well  as  from  some  other  Sisirs  in  New  Eng. 
land,  who  will  rise  in  his  place,  and  declare  himself  to 
be  in  favor  of  the  principles  coniainrd  in  the  report  of 
ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  relative  to  a  modifi. 
cation  of  the  "  tariff,"  so  as  to  bring  the  revenue  down 
to  tbe  actual  wants  of  the  Government  At  a  time  like  the 
present,  when,  by  a  wise  and  judicious  administration  of 
the  General  Government  for  (he  last  eight  years,  the  public 
debt  has  been  entirely  extinguished,  a  surplus  revenue 
of  more  than  furly  millions  has  been  accumulated,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  tbe  sentimeoti  coDtaincd  in  that  report 


•re  soeb  aa  ought  at  onee  to  be  rcspeoded  to  by  every 
tnie-hearted  American.  That  tbe  prinmplcs  eontUDed 
in  thnt  report  are  tbe  sentiments  of  a  great  majority  of 
Ihe  people  of  New  Hampshire,  1  have  not  tbe  least 

doubt. 

Yes,  sir,  [  think  that  I  should  do  my  constituents  greet 
injustice,  should  t  neglect  to  declare  here  in  my  place, 
and  on  this  occanon,  that  Ibeir  opinion  is,  ibat  this  re- 
form should  bsve  been  eeoqileted  xt  tbe  comcneement 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress.  I  am  wholly  ignotwt  of 
their  waoti^  if  tbeir  wisbcs  and  desires  are  not  in  bvor 
of  reducing  tbe  revenue  at  once  to  the  wants  of  ao  eco- 
nomical Government,  and  for  limittng  tbe  sales  of  tbe 
public  lands  also  to  actual  settlers.  A  large  majority  of 
that  people  believe  that  govemnKnt  is  instituted  for  the 
general  good  of  the  wbole  comotunily,  and  that  tbe  Gov- 
eminent  sliould  cany  on  its  <^>emtions  upon  tbe  prieci- 
plea  of  a  close  and  rigid  economy.  That  no  more  Mo- 
ney should  be  abstracMd  from  tbe  pockets  of  tbe  people 
than  what  may  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  tbe  Gov. 
ernment  upon  those  principles.  Consequently,  they  are 
opposed  lo  a  high  tariff  fur  tbe  purpose  of  rainng  money 
lo  be  expended  under  tbe  superintendence  of  tbe  Gen- 
eral Government,  in  constructing  railroad*  and  canaK 
or  any  other  inteml  improTement^  which  fall  within 
the  limits  of  what  has  been  denoainated  the  great  Amer- 
ican system.  In  a  word,  they  believe  that  tbiey  bare  ca- 
pacity to  manage  iheir  own  properly  in  their  own  way, 
and  that  they  ought  to  have  the  privilege  of  ao  doing, 
excepting  so  far  as  they  are  coostilotioDally  bound  to 
contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Qoveriunent. 

This  privilege  they  would  alvayaeojoy  without  nwlest- 
ation,  were  it  not  for  a  few  individuals  in  our  country, 
who  seem  to  tbink  that  they  are  eniiUcd  to  tbe  peculiar 
care  and  protection  of  the  Govcmmeot.  But,  air.  this 
assumption  ia  not  well  founded.  The  eoostitulioa  of  the 
United  Slates  gives  equal  righta  and  equal  privileges  to 
the  whole  American  people.  It  was  upon  this  bsM  the 
Government  was  foundedi  mhI  it  is  this  likct  that  gives  so 
much  harmony  and  connstency  to  tbe  whole  system.  It 
ia  this  equality  of  righta  which  has  thus  ftr,  end  which  I 
hope  and  trust  always  will,  bind  the  people  so  doecly  to 
tiie  republican  institulions  of  our  country,  end  to  tbe 
Union  of  the  States.  I  beKeve  that  tbe  foregoing  Keti- 
ments  are  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  opinioB  of 
the  great  apostle  of  democracy,  (Mr.  Jefferson,)  not- 
withstanding the  manufacturers,  both  ia  this  House  and 
elsewhere,  quote  him  as  an  authority  for  giving  encour- 
agement and  protection  to  domestic  manufacture  a.  That 
Ur.  Jeflierson  was  in  favor  of  eBOOUra^ng  domcstie  mao- 
uAMturcs  I  readily  ^nlt  but  that  he  was  in  ftvor  of  giv- 
ing them  any  exchinve  advantages  over  other  branchea  ef 
industry  I  deny.  And  it  would  seem,  also,  that  those  wbo 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  quoting  that  venerable  gentle- 
man— that  distinguished  patriot  and  stateaman — aa  an  m- 
fiillible  authority  upon  thia  subject,  suppose  that  be  was 
in  ftvor  of  the  system  aa  it  is  now  pursued  in  tbia  coun- 
try, of  forming  manufacturing  towns  sad  cities  like  unto 
those  of  BimUnghan  and  Manchester.  But,  sir,  if  gen- 
tlemen will  only  compare  Mr.  JefTerscm's  opinion  upon 
this  subject  with  that  which  was  uttered  on  a  different 
occasion,  and  a  diflTerent  subject,  they  must  be  convinced 
that  he  slluded  to  a  very  different  system  of  conducting 
domestic  manufacturea  from  the  one  which  has  been 
pursued  in  this  country.  My  opinion  is,  that  be  alluded 
to  those  which  should  be  literally  domestict  to  those,  and 
those  only,  which  should  be  carried  on  around  the  d*. 
meatie  fireside.  In  that  ease,  tbe  natural  alUaiwe  bctweea 
sgricuhure  and  manuftdures  wouU  have  remained  n>- 
broken,  end  ennaeqiiently  tbe  conflicting  interests  vhid 
now  prevail  would  never  have  been  heard  of  in  otir  halb 
of  legislation. 

Ther*.  «r.  tbe  hu.bf^^,w|jg^(i9ri^[^rt>M  ef 
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his  hmily,  is  employed  in  |;rowiiig  the  fln  tixl  the 
wool,  while  the  gtiud  housewife,  with  her  ciaupbten,  are 
engaged  nt  the  ipinning-whee)  rikI  (he  loom,  manurae- 
turing  wearing  apparel  aufficient  for  the  wardrobe  of 
each  member  of  the  family.  This  was  the  system  of  do- 
mestic manufactures  to  which  that  wise  and  patriotic 
stftteaman  alluded.  The  other  supposition  would  make 
bim  contradict  himself,  wherein  he  compares  great  cities 
to  great  sores  upon  the  body  politic.  How  much  better 
the  family  system  would  be  to  the  country  than  the  oth- 
er I  shall  not  now  stop  to  inquire.  But  I  think  l()at 
every  candid  and  impartial  mind  will  admit  that  it  would 
be  of  infinitely  more  service  to  the  country  to  raise  up  a 
hardy,  intelligent,  and  virtuous  race  of  agriculturists, 
and  housewife  economists,  than  a  sickly  and  feeble  race 
of  operatives. 

It  IB  a  fact,  however,  that  the  manuftctortes  in  this  coun- 
try, especially  in  the  Eastern  States,  have  been  multi- 
plied, one  after  another,  upon  almost  every  wuterfall, 
till  the  wild  and  uninhabited  deserts  have  been  trans- 
formed into  populous  manufacturing  cities.  And  those 
capitalists  who  have  invested  their  fimds  in  those  great 
and  expensive  establishments  have  thought,  and  I  doubt 
not  sincerely  thought,  that  they  were  entitled  to  some 
exclusive  rights  and  privileges.  Hence  they  have,  from 
lime  to  time,  with  great  periinamty,  urged  their  claimi 
upon  the  consideration  of  Congress,  to  grant  them  pro- 
tection by  excessive  and  onerous  duties  upon  foreign 
importations.  These  solicitations  have  not  been  disre- 
garded! but,  on  tfae  other  hand, ^Congress  has,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  importunities  of  a  lew  capitalists,  levied 
upon  the  indispensable  necessariei  of  life  the  most 
unrighteous  and  oppreBsive  duties.  With  this  oppreauve 
system  of  taxation,  however,  the  people  have  borne 
without  a  murmur  until  the  United  States  debt  was  en* 
tirely  extinguished. 

This  having  been  accompliahed,  andast^cplus  revenue 
of  more  than  forty  millions  having  been  accumulated, 
-what  could  be  more  reasonable  or  natural  than  an  ex- 
pectation on  the  part  of  the  people  that  Congress  would 
forlhwilh  relieve  them  from  an  oppres&ive  system  of 
taxation?  Nut  only  oppressive,  but  unjust  and  uncon- 
stitutional. They  know  very  well  that  the  United  States 
do  not  want  the  money,  because  the  General  Govern- 
ment has  already  been  obliged  to  acknowledge  her  in- 
competency to  keep  what  she  now  has.  They  believe, 
also,  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  even  the  manufac- 
turer, as  avaricious  as  be  may  be,  must  admit  that  he 
needs  not  the  aid  of  the  Government  to  enable  him  to 
carry  forward  his  operations.  And  the  cotton  manufac- 
turer readily  grants  that  he  can  successfully  compete 
with  the  whole  world,  save  in  the  printed  or  stamped 
fabrics. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  the 
woollen  manufacturer  ought  to  make  the  same  acknowl- 
edgment. 1  believe  that  it  is  universally  acknowledged, 
by  machinisU  of  the  first  reputation,  that  the  mat^ineiy 
used  in  our  manractoriea  has  been  carried  to  much 
greater  perfection  in  this  country  than  in  Europe.  And, 
although  the  Uborer  commands  more  wages  here  than 
in  Europe,  (which  I  h»pe  will  always  be  the  case,)  yet, 
owing  to  the  difTerence  in  the  labor-saving  machinery, 
as  well  as  to  the  fact  that  our  operatives  perform  much 
more  labor  in  the  same  given  period  of  lime  than  they 
do  in  Great  Britain,  make  their  aggregate  expense  about 
the  same  to  the  British  manufacturer  that  it  is  to  the 
American.  I  do  not  vouch  fur  the  truth  of  the  above 
facta,  yet  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  most  firmly  believe 
their  trutht  and  the  reason  that  [  believe  them  so  is,  be- 
cause they  have  been  communicated  to  me  by  those  who 
liad  the  means  of  knowledt;e,  and  by  those  in  whose 
statements  I  have  ptrrfect  confidence- 
Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  great  body  of  the  AiDerican 
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people  are  now  paying,  and  fisryeara  past  have  been  eon- 
pelted  to  pay,  much  more  for  coarse  woollens  than  they 
ought  tu  pay?  Is  it  not  a  fact  aUo  that  broadcloths  are 
selling  in  the  market  for  four,  five,  and  six  dollars  per 
yard,  the  actual  cost  of  which  does  not  exceed  one  dol- 
lar and  a  quarter?  If  the  above  facts  be  true,  then  it  is 
very  evident  that  our  manufacturers  are  receiving  a  mofC 
enormous  interest  for  the  capital  which  they  have  in- 
vested. I  trust,  therefore,  that  Congress  will  no  longer 
tax  the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few. 

Another  very  important  question,  sir,  has  been  pro- 
pounded by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  which 
ought  to  receive  a  brief  reply.  The  gentleman  has 
asked,  with  much  warmth,  and  with  strong  emphasis, 
whether  there  is  a  concert  of  action  upon  this  subject  in 
the  administration  party  of  this  House.  1  trust  in  God 
that  there  is  a  concert  of  action  upon  this  all-important 
measure  by  the  administration  party  in  this  House  and 
out  of  this  House.  Not,  air,  that  the  friends  of  the  ad- 
ministration, excepting  so  far  as  the  honorable  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  may  be  concerned,  have  com- 
pared mind  with  mind  upon  this  subject}  yet  I  hope  and 
trust  that  there  is  a  concert  of  action,  growing  out  of  a 
common  political  faith,  which  will  eoable  the  majority  of 
this  House  now  to  perform  what  should  have  been  done 
during  the  last  session  of  Congress.  Whether  there  be 
a  concert  of  action  here  or  not,  one  thing  is  certain:  that 
there  is  a  concert  of  action  among  the  people,  which 
will,  in  due  time,  force  its  way  hither,  and  produce  a 
concert  of  action  here,  which  will  relieve  them  from 
their  oppressive  burdens. 

b  it  ft-om  a  belief  that  there  is  a  concert  of  action  in 
the  administration  party  of  this  House,  or  is  it  from  a 
conscious  conviction,  on  the  part  of  the  opposition,  that 
the  tariff  ought  to  be  reduced,  that  makes  them  so  sen- 
sitive about  touching  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  the 
compromise  act?  We  are  implored  again  and  again  not 
to  disturb  this  act,  as  it  would  be  a  breach  of  faith;  that 
it  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  the  manufacturer.  1 
would  be  the  last  man  to  disturb  any  legislative  act,  or 
to  impair  in  the  slightest  degree  any  article  of  compact, 
so  long  as  it  shall  be  for  the  publie  good  not  to  do  to. 
But,  sir,  when  the  public  good  requires  the  repeal,  al- 
teration, or  modification,  of  any  act  of  legislation,  either 
of  a  public  or  a  private  character,  I  am  prepared  to  act 
forthwith.  Unless  this  is  done,  the  enactments  of  legis- 
lative assemblies  will  become  the  engines  of  tyranny,  op- 
pression, and  injustice,  instead  of  being  a  blessing  totba 
country,  and  the  purposes  of  legislation  be  defi^ated. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  the  tariff  act  of  1833  wu  ttia 
result  of  compromise  relative  to  several  conflicting  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  therefore  it  ought  not  to  receive  any 
modification  until  the  time  therein  mentioned  shall  have 
expired.  Almost  all  enactments,  to  a  greater  or  leas 
extent,  are  the  result  of  compromise,  and  should  not  be 
disturbed  so  long  as  they  shall  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  people.  But,  I  repeat,  sir,  that  when  the 
publie  interest  does  require  a  repeal  or  modi6cation  of 
any  law,  whether  public  or  private,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  forthwith  to  correct  all  existing  evils,  so  far 
as  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  legislation  to  effect  that 
object,  if  these  principles  are  correct,  then  no  one 
should  hesitate  for  a  moment  so  to  modify  the  tariff  as 
shall  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government.  Although  it  is  denied  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  that  there  is  now  any  snr- 
plus  on  hand,  yet  upon  what  principle  of  mathematics 
he  comes  to  suoh  a  conclusion  I  cannot  imagine.  Ac- 
cording to  the  evidence  which  I  have  received  upon  this 
subject,  I  again  affirm  there  isa  surplus  revenue  of  more 
than  forty  millions  now  in  deposite,  subject  to  the  draft 
of  the  United  Statea. 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  geinletnen  wi|r^r^^lg  ^^ble  to 
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look  into  the  conproniite  act,  ib  they  pleaie  to  trrn  % 

they  will  find  that  there  is  no  luch  sanctity  as  Ibey  have 
attempted  to  cut  around  it.  No,  airi  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, they  will  find  that  it  contain!  a  clause  which  pro- 
vides for  the  very  stale  or  affairs  in  which  we  find  our- 
selves. This  provision  declares  <*that  nothinf;  herein 
contained  Bball  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  passage, 
prior  or  sulnequent  to  the  sud  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one 
thoiuand  elgbl  hundred  and  forty-two,  of  any  act  or  acts, 
from  time  to  time,  that  may  be  necessary  to  detect,  pre- 
vent, or  puniah,  evasions  of  the  duties  or  imposts  impo- 
sed by  law,  or  to  prevent  the  passage  of  any  act  prior  to 
tbe  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
two,  in  tbe  contingency  either  of  excess  or  deficiency  of 
revenue,  so  as  to  adjust  tbe  revenue  to  either  of  said  con- 
tingencies." 

Yet,  sir,  notwtlhatanding  tbe  abore-mentioned  pro- 
virions,  we  are  (old  that  it  would  be  sacrilege  to  touch 
tbe  tariff.  And  the  ostensible  reason,  which  baa  been 
repeated  again  and  again,  why  we  must  not  modify  the 
above-menliuned  act,  is,  because  it  would  be  a  breach  of 
the  public  faith.  But,  sir,  is  this  the  cause  why  gentle, 
men  are  so  extremely  sensilive  upon  this  subject,  or  is  it 
because  it  may  in  some  measure  affect  tbe  interests  of  a 
few  private  itidividuals.' 

But,  sir,  supposing  there  had  been  »  deficiency  of 
public  revenue  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Gorernment, 
what  tiien  would  be  the  language  pf  those  gentlemen 
who  are  so  very  sensitive  relative  to  the  preservation  of 
the  public  hitit?  Would  it  in  that  case  be  tresson  to 
dislui^  tbe  cotnpromiae  bWli  No,  sirt  in  web  a  eriua  of 
affairs,  if  tbe  friends  of  the  administration  did  not  come 
forward,  by  concert  of  action,  to  provide  for  the  de* 
ficiency,  we  should  be  told  that  we  were  not  only  aacri- 
ficing  tbe  interests  of  the  manufacturers  of  our  country, 
but  that  we  were  aacrificing  the  country  herself. 

I  readily  grant  that  if  there  had  been  a  deficiency  of 
revenue  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Governfr  ent,  then  the 
tariff  ought  to  be  revised  immediately,  and  the  duties  so 
incressed  upon  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandise 
as  would  at  once  supply  that  defieieney.  And  M  there 
is  a  great  surplus  of  public  revenue,  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple, I  now  here  in  my  place,  on  behalf  of  the  people 
of  my  own  State,  as  well  as  for  (he  whole  country,  de- 
mand a  modification  of  the  tariff,  so  that  the  revenue  of 
the  United  States  may  be  brought  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government.  1  hope  that  the  voice -of  llie  people, 
through  (heir  representatives  upon  this  floor,  may  be 
heard,  and  their  expectations  forthwith  gratified.  For, 
■ir,  I  am  firmly  persuaded  that,  unless  there  is  a  modiB- 
cation  of  the  tariff  this  session,  so  as  to  relieve  the  peo- 
ple from  the  present  unjust,  unrighteous,  and  oppressive 
taxation  of  the  necesBsries  of  life — their  daily  consump- 
tiuna — that  they  will  petition  the  President  to 'assemble 
a  new  Congress. 

But,  sir,  if  tbe  friends  of  (be  administration,  as  well  as 
of  the  (KHintry,  will  do  their  duty,  a  modification  of  tbe 
tuiflr  and  the  limitation  of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
may  be  effected  tbe  present  session  of  Ccmgressi  and  un- 
less tbe  rights  of  tbe  great  body  of  the  people  are  to  be 
yielded  up  to  (be  importunities  of  a  few  interested  Indi- 
viduals, this  desirable  object  will  be  accomplished.  I 
aay  a  few  individuals,  for  that  portion  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens who  have  invested  (heir  surplus  cspital  in  domestic 
manufactures  compose  only  a  fraction  of  one  eighth  of 
the  bunneai  neo  of  the  country.  Yes,  sir,  seven  eighths 
of  the  bunness  men  of  our  country  are  agriculturists— the 
cultivaton  of  the  soil — the  actual  producers  of  (lie  indis- 

Eensable  necessaries  of  life.  And  although  those  who 
ave  an  invested  interest  in  domestic  manufacturer,  as 
well  SB  tbe  operatives,  are  entitled  to  great  respect,  yet 
Itow  much  better  it  would  be  for  the  country  to  raise  up 
•  hardy,  industriou^  tntelligcnt,  and  virtuous  race  of 


yeomanry,  than  a  pale  and  sickly  race  of  operaiiTC% 

which  are  collected  together  in  our  manufacturing  citiea- 
It  does  appear  to  me  that,  if  any  class  of  people  on 
earth  ia  entitled  to  exclusive  privileges,  it  is  thoae  who  are 
engaged  in  husbandry.  Yet  this  valuable  claaa  of  oar 
fellow-citizens,  which,  as  I  have  before  observed,  «Mi- 
p<we  the  county,  have  claimed  no  loeh  distinetion.  As 
a  justification  for  the  clamor  wluch  the  mamibctarcn 
have  constantly  made  at  the  doors  of  the  National  Legia- 
lature,  they  have  even  agua  and  again  aaserted  that  the 
agriculturists  have  been  protected  in  their  great  and  im- 
portant interests,  by  a  duty  imposed  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  grains.  But,  without  dwelling  loogcr 
upon  this  point,  I  will  only  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Rouse,  as  well  as  the  country,  to  the  following  astotud- 
ing  facia,  contained  in  i  statement  from  die  Treaanry 
Department,  wherein  it  will  be  seen  that  tbe  duty  m 
foreign  grain  imported  into  the  United  States  annaftlly, 
from  1836  to  1835,  inclusive,  baa  virtually  been  no  pro- 
tection to  the  agriculturist.  Let  the  atatement  aptaik. 
for  itself; 


In  the  year  1826, 

on  wheat  1862  00, 

on  oata 

195  80 

Do 

1827. 

do 

295  00, 

do 

77  30 

Do 

1838, 

do 

179  25, 

do 

132  SO 

Do 

18-29. 

do 

68  75, 

do 

30  TO 

Do 

1830, 

do 

117  50, 

do 

308  10 

Do 

1831, 

do 

218  75, 

do 

67  70 

Do 

1832, 

do 

267  75, 

do 

124  70 

Do 

1833, 
1834, 

do 

486  35, 

do 

39  OB 

Do 

do 

300  50, 

do 

178  30 

Do 

1835, 

do 

63,636  35. 

do 

3,131  00 

11  is  also  mentioned,  in  the  same  communication  from  tbe 
Treasury  Department,  that  *Mbe  amount  of  duties  which 
accrued  in  1836  have  not  been  adjustedt  but  from  tbe 
quantity  imported,  as  far  as  ascertained,  it  is  ealiiiuited 
that  the  duties  on  wheat  will  have  amounted  in  that  year 
totl25,000.  and  on  oats  to  915.000." 

Wh&t  an  insult  this,  to  (his  great  and  highly  meritori- 
ous class  of  people!  If  ere  we  perceive  that,  in  a  time  of 
plenty,  there  is  a  duty  of  a  few  hundred  dollars  upon 
foreign  grain,  (o  protect  the  great  agricollural  interrata 
of  the  United  Siatest  and,  sir,  in  a  time  of  compsratirs 
scarcity,  what  is  (be  amount  of  duties  upon  tbe  above 
description  of  foreign  grains^  Why,  sir,  the  enomoos 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  fiirty  thousand  dollars!  While 
the  agriculturists  are  receiving  this  pitiful  protetiioi^ 
they  are  paying  a  duty  on  salt  alone,  to  aay  notbiBg  of 
tbe  enormoua  dutiea  on  iron  and  stee^  and  all  the  other 
necessaries  of  lift;,  of  seven  hundred  thouasnd  doUsr^ 
From  the  above  table  of  duties  it  wilt  appear  tba^  in  a 
time  of  plenty,  the  quantity  of  foreign  grain  imported 
into  the  United  States  is  very  limited,  so  (bat  (be  aaser* 
tion  is  virtually  true,  that  it  affords  no  protection  to 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country.  I  think  tltey 
will  grant  that  they  need  no  protectiop,  and  that  they  de* 
sire  none  excepting  that  which  is  ts  be  derived  Inm  aa 
equitable  syatem  of  laws,  and  tbe  watchful  care  of  a 
kind  and  merciful  Providence. 

It  is  said,  however,  by  the  advocates  of  the  tariff,  that 
if  the  farmer  does  not  receive  any  benefit  from  the  duly 
imposed  upon  the  importation  of  foreign  grain  in  a  time 
of  plenty,  yet  he  feels  its  influence  in  a  time  of  scarci^. 
But,  sir,  I  believe  that  in  a  time  of  scarcity,  of  want,  and 
of  privation,  tbe  American  agriculturist  would  spurn 
from  him'  the  suggrstion  of  inereMing  his  wealth  at  tbe 
expense  oS  bis  unfortunate  neighbor.  Yes,  air,  this  class 
of  people  have  too  much  generosity,  humanity,  and  mag* 
nanimiiy,  to  take  advandge  of  such  a  regulation,  in  order 
to  enhance  the  price  of  their  own  grain  to  one  whose 
crops  have  been  providentially  cut  down  by  an  untimely 
frost.  No,  siri  at  such  a  tiOM  import  as  much  Ibroga 
grain  «i  you  please,  ^^Jl^^,f@(^(j^^  ^ 
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•tuffs  will  be  high  enough  to  satisfy  every  husbandman 
whose  disposition  is  not  corroded  by  avarice. 

Mr.  Speaker,  much  has  been  said,  during  the  lime 
this  subject  hu  been  under  discussion,  of  home  industry. 
Is  home  industry  entirely  dependent  upon  those  who  are 
interested  in  domestic  manufactures'  Where  is  the  ag- 
riculturist V  Has  he  nolhing  to  do  in  promoting  home 
industry?  Where  is  the  merchant,  who  is  carrying  on 
an  extenrive  and  flourishing  commerce f  Ought  be  not  to 
come  in  br  a  share  of  the  praise  for  encouraging  home 
industry.'  Where  are  atl  those  who  are  engaged  in  the 
mechanic  arts?  Are  (hey  not  also  advocates  for  home  in- 
dustry? Does  home  industry  depend  upon  collecting 
together  three  or  four  thousand  females,  to  spin  and 
weave  in  a  factory?  Could  not  these  same  females  be 
just  u  industrious  at  the  paternal  fireside  as  when  hud' 
died  together  in  a  manufacturing  city?  My  belief  is 
that  they  could,  and  that  it  would  ultimately  be  much 
more  conducive  to  their  own  welfare  if  they  would  re- 
main under  the  watchful  eye  of  an  aflTectionate  mother, 
and  in  her  presence,  and  under  her  direction,  attend  to 
domestic  manufactures  in  the  family  circle. 

Sir,  the  cupidity  of  the  saU  manufacturer  of  New 
York,  the  owner  of  coal  mines  in  Pennsylvania,  the  cot- 
ton growers  of  the  South  and  the  Weat,  the  cultivator 
of  hemp  in  Kentucky,  and  the  sugar  manaraclurer  of 
Louisiana,  have  all  been  entreated  to  come  up  to  the 
rescue  of  the  woollen  manufacturer  of  New  England.  I 
would  also  come  to  their  rescue,  if  I  could  do  it  upon  just 
and  constitutional  principles;  but  just  and  et^uitable 
principles,  as  well  as  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
forbid  it.  Before  this  can  be  done,  the  constitution  must 
be  modified,  so  as  to  give  authority  to  Congress  to  dis- 
tribute the  surplus  revenue  i  and  the  order  of  nature 
must  be  entirely  changed,  w  that  that  which  is  now  un- 
just dial!  become  Just.  For  this  reason,  I  think  there  will 
DO  no  response  nam  either  of  the  States  which  bare 
been  mentioned.  Although,  by  a  reduction  of  the  la* 
riff,  the  salt  and  the  sugar  manufacturer,  as  well  as  the 
cotton  and  the  hemp  grower,  and  the  owner  of  the  cosl 
mines,  as  above  mentioned,  may  have  the  price  of  those 
articles  thereby  reduced,  yet  a  moment's  reflection  will 
teach  them  that,  for  all  these  reductions,  they  will  be 
doubly  compensated  by  a  redaction  in  their  own  family 
expenditures. 

'  But,  air,  the  people  of  those  States  as  well  as  their 
representatives  upon  this  floor,  are,  I  trust,  too  firmly 
attached  to  the  principles  of  justice  and  the  constitution 
to  be  swerved  from  the  path  of  duty  from  any  sinister 
motives.  They  will  ask  for  what  purpose  duties  upon 
the  importation  of  foreign  goods  were  imposed.  And 
let  me  put  this  question  to  the  friends  of  the  administra- 
tion— those  who  have  been  edoeated  in  the  school  of 
JeiTersonian  democracy— for  what  purpose  do  you  lay 
duties  upon  foreign  importations?  Your  answer  will  be, 
**  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence 
and  welfare  of  the  United  States."  The  above  para- 
graph  embraces  all  the  power  which  Congress  possessea 
upon  tbia  subject.  May  lay  tazea  to  pay  the  debts  and 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfiire  of 
the  country.  Not  to  distribute  among  the  States,  nor  to 
protect  this,  that,  or  the  other,  particular  branch  of  in- 
dustry, in  which  any  portion  of  our  people  may  be  en- 
gaged. 

Notwithstanding,  however,  the  dominant  political  par- 
ty of  the  United  States  believe  tNat  the  powers  of  Con- 

Keas  are  thus  limited,  yet  there  now  is,  and  there  always 
8  been,  ever  sinoe  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  a 
Urge  and  powerful  political  party  which  pretend  that 
Congress  has  power  to  distribute  the  people's  money  at 
will,  and  also  to  protect  any  branch  of  industry  thst  it 
chooses  to  protect,  and  in  any  way  and  manner  it  chooses 
to  do  it.   Supposing  sueb  a  doctrine  bad  been  avowed 


when  this  instrument  was  laid  before  the  several  State 
convention!  for  ratification,  w])at  would  have  been  the 
result  of  the  deliberations  of  those  conventions^  Would 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States  have  been  adopted? 
No,  sir,  never.  It  would  have  been  rejected  ss  a  tyran- 
nical and  oppressive  form  of  government,  fit  only  for  the 
protection  of  a  few  monopolists.  If  Congress  can  tax 
the  people  for  the  protection  of  any  number  of  individ- 
uals, or  for  distribution,  then  it  may  make  a  specific  ap- 
propriation for  the  protection  of  a  single  individual. 

I'o  test  this  mode  of  construction,  let  an  individual 
come  up  here  and  say  to  Congress  that  he  hu  invested 
the  whole  of  his  capital  in  domestic  manufactures!  that 
owing  to  the  great  competition,  both  in  this  country  and 
in  Europe,  he  shall  be  ruined  unless  Congress  will  make 
him  a  specific  appropriation,  to  aid  him  in  contending 
with  this  competition.  Is  there  a  gentlemsn  upon  this 
floQr  who  would  dare  to  record  his  name  in  fiiTor  of  such 
an  appropriation?  Not  one.  No,  not  one.  How  then, 
i  a<ik,  can  the  members  of  this  House  consent  to  prolong 
this  onerous  system  of  indirect  taxation  upon  the  peo- 
ple, to  raise  money  which  is  not  wanted,  which  is  entire- 
ly useless,  or  worse  than  useless'  One  would  be  as  much 
a  violation  of  the  constitution  and  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice as  the  other.  I  therefore  entreat  every  member  of 
this  House  who  professes  to  be  a  literal  constitutionalist, 
all  who  profesi  to  belong  to  the  democracy  of  the  coun- 
try, who  have  any  regard  for  individual  rights,  to  act  in 
concert  upon  this  great  and  important  measure,  and 
forthwith  remove  the  evil  which  is  preying  upon  the  vi- 
tals of  the  people,  and  sapping  the  foundations  'of  all 
our  invaluable  institutions.  Yes,  sir,  I  appeal  to  all  the 
friends  of  equal  rights  and  privileges  to  come  forward  in 
support  of  sound  constitutional  principles,  and  the  cause 
of  justice  and  humanityj  to  come  forward  with  a  deter- 
mination  that  this  session  of  Cnngress  shall  not  close 
without  a  modification  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH  said  that  as  he  was  anxious  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  bestowing  on  the  bill  and  report  a 
deeper  consideration  than  he  had  yet  been  able  to  give 
to  them,  snd  as  he  had  no  doubt  that  there  were  others 
similarly  situated,  he  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration  of  the  subject  anttl  Tuesday  next,  and  that 
the  bill,  report,  and  tabular  statement^  be  printed. 

Mr.  MUHLENBERG  Mid  he  did  not  propose  at  this 
time  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  bill;  but  as  it  appear- 
ed to  htm  that  the  discussion,  if  allowed  to  continue, 
would  consume  the  whole  balance  of  the  session,  without 
eliciting  a  final  decision,  he  moved  that  the  bill,  report, 
and  documents,  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  tbey  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentudtiy,  moved  a  division  of 
the  question— first,  on  laying  the  bill,  flee,  on  the  table, 
and  then  on  printing. 

Mr.  PATTON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  MoBLBiTBKno;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  was  understood  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  HuRLanBiao]  to  with- 
draw his  motion. 

Mr.  A.  MANN  said,  that  as  ibis  was  a  very  important 
question — 

[Cries  of    order!"  "order!"] 

Mr.  M.  said  he  merely  wished  to  make  a  motiim,  and 
when  gentlemen  had  done  calling  him  to  order  be  would 
do  so. 

[Cries  of  "order!"  "order!"] 

Mr.  M.  said  he  wished  to  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  OWENS  called  for  the  yeas  and  naya  on  that  mo- 
tion; which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeaa  105,  nays  91. 

So  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll,  but  had  not 
made  much  progress  when,  on  moUj^  of  Mr.  LANE,  all 
further  proceedings  in  J|^|^^y 
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The  qiiettion  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  ftnd  report  op  the  table,  and  to  print  the  tame. 

After  some  detuttpry  conversation  ai  to  whelher  (he 
motion  to  lay  on  (be  table  and  print  was  in  order,  wliich 
point,  ho*c«p,  waa  not  pre««ed — 

Mr.  VANDEKPOEL  moved  that  the  House  adjourn, 
ftiid  called  for  the  ycia  and  naysf  but  gubaiqucnlly  with* 
drew  the  motion. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  tablf, 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN6  hoped  that,  before  the  queition 
was  taken,  the  bill  would  be  readly  it*  title. 
Mr.  C.  wai  culled  to  order. 

Mr.  HcKEON  inquired  whether,  before  he  ^re  his 
rotr,  he  might  not  ask  if  he  waa  not  about  to  vote  for  a 
bill  to  reduce  the  rerrnue  of  the  United  Statet  to  the 
wants,  of  the  Government. 

The  CHAIR  waa  tinderalood  to  say  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  could  not  do  so  as  matter  of  right. 

Hr.  WISE  sard  he  waa  not  present  when  the  bill  was 
read,  and  he  viahed  to  know  what  tbe  bill  waa  on  which 
he  wsa  about  to  vote. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  title  of  the  bill  was,  <•  A  bill 
1o  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  tbe  wanta 
of  the  Qovemmrnt." 

Hr.  WISE  wibhed  to  see  whether  the  eontenlt  of  this 
bill  correcponded  with  its  title. 

Mr.  MANN  objected;  but  the  bill  was  again  read. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  and  re* 
port  on  the  table  was  then  taken^  and  decided  in  the 
negative,  aa  fullows; 

YsAS— Mrun.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen.  Anthony, 
Ashley,  Bailey,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Black,  Bond,  Borden, 
Brigga,  Buchanan,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  G. 
Chambers,  J.  Chantbera,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Clark, 
Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Denny,  Evanii,  Everett. 
Fowler,  French,  Galbralth.  R.  Garland,  Granger,  Gren- 
nell,  H.  Hall,  Hani,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison, 
Hazeltine,  Henderton,  Hiesler,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hubley, 
Hunt,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  Janes,  Jenifer,  R.  M.  Juhnaon, 
Henry  Johnson,  Kilgore,  I^ansing,  Laporte,  Lawrence, 
T.  Lee,  Lincoln,  J.  Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  Mc- 
Kennan,  Mercer,  Miller,  Milligan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg, 
Parker,  D.  J.  Pearcr,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Petti- 
grew,  Phelp*,  Phillip*,  Pickens,  Potts,  Heed,  Russell, 
Schenck,  W.  B.  Shepard,  Slade,  Spangler,  Sprague, 
Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Toucey,  Turner,  Vinton, 
Wagener,  Wardwell,  Waaliinglon,E.  Whittlesey,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,.  Young--93. 

Nats — Messrs.  Aah,  Barton,  Bean,  Boon,  Bould'm,  Bo- 
vee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Bum*,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
bell. Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  Chaney.  Chapman,  Chapin, 
N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  II.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Colen, 
Connor,  Craig.  Cramer,  Cuxhrnan,  Davis,  Dawson,  De- 
berry,  Ooubleday,  Dromgoole,  Durtlap,  Efner,  Elmore, 
Fairfield,  Forester,  Fry,  Fuller,  J.  Garland,  Gholson, 
Gillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Grayson,  GrifBn, 
Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins, Haynes,  Hulsey,  HoK,  Hopkinf,  Howard,  Hunting- 
ton, Huntsman,  Jarvis,  C.  Johnton,  J.  W.  Jones,  B.  Junes, 
Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lawler.  J.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Leonard, 
Lewis.  Logan,  Love,  Loyall,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  Martin, 
"Vl.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  McComaa,  McKay,  McKeon, 
McKim,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Ow- 
ens, Page,  Parks  Patterson,  Palton,  F.  Pierce,  Peyton, 
Pinckney,  Renchrr,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynoldi>, 
Bichardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Smith,  Standefer,  THliaferro,  Thomas, 
John  Thomson,  Waddy  Thompson,  Turrill,  Vander- 
poel.   Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,    L.   Williams,  Wise, 

Yell— nr. 

So  the  Houte  determined  that  the  bill  ahould  not  be 
laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  H0L9EY  aaid,  that  ai  bis  aeCtion  of  tbe  coaatrf 
was  interested  in  this  subject,  and  aa  he  wished  lo  nb- 
mit  a  few  remarks  to  the  House,  he  would  now,  the  boar 
being  late,  move  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  H.  wiihdrew  his  motion,  on  the  auggestion  of  Mr. 
CAMBRELENG  and  moved  tliat  tbe  bill,  report,  aid 
doeumenta,  be  printedt  which  motioo  prevuled. 

After  transacting  some  other  buaineaa. 

The  House  adjourned. 

FaiBAT,  Jaboabt  13. 
SURPLUS  REVENUE. 
■-Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  aakcd  the  indulgence  «^  tbe 
Houae  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  tbe  bUl 
to  reduce  tbe  revenue  of  the  United  St»tea  to  the  waats 
of  tbe  Government,  in  order  that  reporta  of  comaiittees 
might  be  received.  If  this  motion  ahould  prevail  Mr. 
W.  said  it  was  his  design,  after  the  eonffliltees  had  made 
their  reports,  to  a«k  tbe  House  to  ukc  up  and  dnpoae 
of  such  private  bills  as  could  be  disposed  of  ui  the  eoune 
of  the  day,  and  as  would  elicit  no  debate. 

Mr.  JAUVrS  inquired  how  it  waa  to  be  aacertaoncd 
what  billa  would  elicit  debate,  and  what  not. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  said,  when  it  waa  found  thai  a 
bill  waa  about  to  excite  debate,  a  motioo  might  be  made 
for  its  postponement. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  did  not  wiah  to  throw  any  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  transaction  of  tbe  buainesa  of  tbe 
House,  but  he  thought  that  the  only  way  by  which  tbe 
general  subjects  before  the  House  could  be  readked 
was  by  adherii^  to  the  ordinary  eourae  of  prooecdif^;. 
If  (he  bill  and  report  on  the  tariff*  stood  in  the  way.  let 
(hem  be  poatponedt  but  let  there  be  no  partial  aeiioa. 
He  had  no  t^jeetion,  if  the  friends  of  the  bill  desired  it, 
to  move  that  the  further  eonrideration  of  the  bill  be  post- 
pnned  until  Wednesday  or  Tburaday  next,  and  that  the 
bill,  Slc.  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  there  was  already  a  motion 
pending  for  postponement  until  Tuesday  next,  ai^Bitt* 
ted  by  the  gentleman  from  PennaylraBia,  [Mr.  Gai- 
BBAiTU-]  This  was  the  first  question  now  pending  oa 
the  bill,  and  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Ur.  Uouar] 
would  he  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOLSEY  said  he  bad  no  objection  to  a  poalpoee- 
meiit. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  was  understood  to  aay  that  be 
was  very  anxious  to  take  up  some  of  the  appropriatioa 
bills  in  the  early  part  of  tbe  week.  It  was  not  hia  iotee- 
lion,  nor  the  intention  of  the  Connuttee  of  Wayi  and 
Means,  to  arrest  discussion  on  the  tariflT  UH.  He  would 
■uggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Tenneatee  [Mr.  Bau.] 
to  move  the  further  postponement  of  its  consideralion 
until  Thursday  next,  and  to  make  it  tbe  special  order  of 
the  day. 

Hr.  LAWRENCE  aaid  that  he  had  proposed  lo  whb- 
draw  his  motion  iar  indefinite  poatponement,  and  to 
move  that  the  bill  be  committed  to  a  Comaaittee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  atate  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  that  motion  had  hetetofixe 
been  submitted,  and  was  now  pending. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  then  withdrew  hia  motion  for  in- 
definite poatponement. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  two  pending  motions 
would  then  be,  a  motion  to  postpone  to  Tueaday  next, 
and  a  motion  to  commit.  If  a  motion  waa  made  to  poat- 
pobe  to  a  later  day,  that  would  lake  preeedenoe.  If 
the  motion  to  postpone  was  withdrawn,  tbe  question 
would  then  recur  on  the  motion  to  commit. 

Mr.  BELL  then  withdrew  bis  motion  to  postpone  to  a 
day  certain. 

The  SPEAKER  awd  that  the  question  would  then  re. 
cur  on  the  motion  to  Ig«^,u@gC^^««- 
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Hr._  THOMAS  moved  lo  |K>aipone  until  Moad«;  week, 
witLji  view  to  give  the  House  an  opportunity  to  diipoae 
of  the  grare  «nd  important  question  of  the  admissioD  of 
Michigan  into  the  Uoion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would 
name  tome  other  day  thin  Monday,  aa  that  was  the  only 
day  on  which  meniben  had  an  opportunity  to  present 
their  petitions. 

Mr.  THOMAS  lubttiluted  Tueaday  next. 

Mr.  JARV13  hoped  the  bill  would  be  suflTered  to  take 
the  ordinary  course.  Let  it  be  committed  to  a  Commit* 
lee  oC  the  Whole  House  on  the  stute  of  the  Union,  and 
then  the  House  could  take  it  up  at  any  tine  tiiey  saw 
fit.  He  vanted  no  special  orders.  If  they  could  be 
avoided. 

The  SPRAKEB  said,  if  the  House  rejected  the  mo- 
tion to  postpone,  the  motion  to  commit  was  next  in  fvder. 

Mr.  WARD  WELL  inquired  if  it  wu  not  necessary 
thatthe  bill  should  be  committed- 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  Mr.  W.  of  his  deciuon, 
iMde  the  other  dsy,  that  the  bill  need  not,  as  matter  of 
necessity,  be  committed. 
,  The  question  un  the  motion  of  Mr.  Tbomas,  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  until  TuMday 
week,  was  taken,  and  lost. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Galbraith,  to 
postpone  until  Tuesday  next,  was  taken,  and  lost. 

Mr.  HcKAY  moved  to  poaipone  until  Thursday  nextj 
vhich  motion  was  also  lost. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Manufactures. 

The  motion  to  commit  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  having  precedence  of  Mr. 
pjiaKsa's  motion  lo  commit  lo  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
Csctures,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So 
the  bill  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  of  Wayaand  Means, 
reported  a  resolution  ordering  ten  thousand  extra  copiea 
of  the  report  of  ttie  Cbmmittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  re- 
lating tn  the  reduction  of  the  tariflT,  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  House. 

The  resolution,  under  the  rule,  would  lie  over  one 
dsy. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  its  consideration  at  that  time. 

Mr.  BELL  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  consider  such 
a  resolution  then. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was,  as  it  was  a  report 
from  a  committee. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  really  hoped  that  objection  would 
be  withdrawn,  for  it  was  a  roost  important  document, 
and  ought  to  be  extenrively  circulated  amoi^  the  peo- 
ple. 

Mr.  BELL  had  made  no  objection,  but  only  an  inqui- 
ry on  the  point  of  order.  No  motion  being  made  to  con- 
sider, the  resolution  was  read. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  suggested  a  larger  num- 
ber, for  that  ordered  would  be  madequate  to  the  wants 
of  the  members  for  iheir  constituents.  He  moved  that 
twenty  thousand  be  printed. 

Mr.  DENNY.    Why,  that  is  enough  to  poison  them! 

Mr.  CRAIG  thought  the  original  number  proposed 
•uffleient. 

Mr.  MANN  woold  meet  the  views  of  gentlemen  on 
both  sides,  and  he  therefore  prf^Hised  fifteen  Ihouund. 
I.ost. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  strike 
out  ten  thousand,  and  in  insert  five  thousand.  Lost. 

Mr.  BRIGGB  moved  to  include  the  bill  with  there- 
port,  which  was  agreed  to;  and,  so  amended,  the  reso- 
lution was  concurred  in. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the  considera- 
tion of  reports  snd  private  bills. 


[H.  Of  R. 


SlTCBDAT,  JaBOABT  li. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT  IN  THE  DISTRICT 
OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  said  that,  on  the  third  day  of 
last  June,  a  resolution  reported  from  the  Committee  for 
tlie  District  of  Columbia  had  been  adopted  by  the 
House,  requesting  the  Secretary  of  State  lo  ascertain 
and  report  to  the  House  ttie  number  of  persons  impris- 
oned for  debt  since  the  year  1820,  in  the  District  of 
Columbiai  th^  time  during  which  they  bad  been  impris- 
oned; the  amounts  oflheir  respective  debts;  the  portions 
thereof  which  had  been  paid  in  consequence  of  their 
imprisonmentt  the  expense  to  tlie  creditors  of  maintain- 
ing them,  &c.  Mr.  A.  wished  to  inquire  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
or  From  some  other  member  of  it,  whether  there  bad 
been  any  report  from  the  Secretary  in  anawer  to  the  rc^ 
olution. 

[ft  appeared,  from  a  statement  made  by  the  Clerk  of 
the  House,  and  Mr.  W.  B.  SBsrASD,  that  such  a  report 
had  been  made  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
that  it  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  official  print- 
er, but  that,  being  very  long,  copies  of  it  had  not  yet 
been  furnished  to  the  members.] 

Mr.  A.  said  bis  reason  for  making  the  inquiry  was 
that  amongst  the  prisoners  was  one  of  his  constituents. 
The  individual  was  confined  there  during  the  laat  ses- 
sion, at  the  time  Ibis  resolution  was  adopted.  He  was 
there  still,  for  debt;  and  it  was  Mr.  A's  firm  belief  that 
he  was  there  only  for  hnving  been  too  zealous  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty  as  an  officer  of  the  Ggvemroent,  for 
debts  vastly  inferior  in  amount  to  what  was  due  to  him 
from  the  nation,  if  justice  was  done. 

Mr.  A.  was  anxious  that  the  House  should  act  on  the 
resolution. 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  PICKENS  was  desirous  of  some  information  from 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  ASairs  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject of  Texas.  He  wished  to  inquire  of  the  honorable 
chairman  of  that  committee  (whom  be  saw  in  his  seat)  if 
he  could  give  the  House  some  informstion  when  a  report 
on  the  subject  of  the  President's  special  message  in  re- 
lation to  Texas  might  be  expected  from  that  commitee, 
or  if  any  report  at  all  was  to  be  made.  He  hoped  the 
chairman  would  respond  to  his  inquiry. 

Mr.  HOWARD  (chairman  of  the  committee)  said  he 
had  no  objection  at  all,  and  would  reply  cheerfully,  so 
far  as  he  knew,  to  the  question  propounded  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina.  The  committee  had  been 
very  industriously  enffsged  in  the  consideration  of  that 
subject,  and  had  held  repeated  meetings  upon  it.  As 
yet,  they  had  come  to  no  conclusion.  He  could  only  re- 
peat that  the  committee  bad  lost  no  time  in  (he  investiga- 
tion, for  it  had  occupied  their  almost  undivided  attention 
since  it  had  been  referred  to  them,  almost  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  every  thing  else. 

Mr.  PICKENS.  Was  be  to  understand  that  the  com- 
mittee had  come  to  no  conclusion  vhetltcr  they  would 
report  or  not? 

Mr.  HOWARD.  They  had  come  to  no  conclusion 
whatever. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  HARLAN  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  at  this 
time  to  submit  a  resolution  that  on  Monday  next  the 
States  should  be  called  for  petitions  In  reverse  order. 

[This  resolution,  if  adopted,  would  entitle  the  new 
States  to  be  first  called  upon.]  - 

Objection  having  been  made, 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  ssid  he  hoped  ttiit  ihe^^ridf  jpoiild  not 
be  suspended.   He  lApMEllila^lioWc'lFd^bfldersiand 
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what  be  presunwd  to  be  the  object  of  the  reiolutiont 
that  wtf,  to  poitpooe  the  debate  commeneed  on  Monday 
laat,  and  which  waa  left  in  a  ilate  of  tuapenaet  one  Ren- 
tleman  bavins  begfun  a  speech  which  be  did  not  fintib. 
The  object  of  the  resolution  was  to  give  that  aubject 
the  go-by.  He  hoped  the  debate  would  be  tuffered  to 
take  its  course. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
was  taken,  and  deeuded  in  the  n^tire;  Ajei  88,  noea 
46-- two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmatire. 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended.  ^ 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  the  question  had  certainly  not  been 
understood  in  that  part  of  the  House,  or  the  rule  would 
have  been  sutpendrd.  He  called  for  tellers. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  too  latet  the  deciaion  of  the 
House  having  been  announced. 

Mr.  BELL  gave  notice  (hat  he  would  renew  his  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill  to  aecure  the  freedom  of 
electioa.  He  had  ftvbome  to  urge  this  subject  on  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  because  he  bad  expected  that 
the  resolution  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Kcn> 
tucky,  [Hr.  C.  Allah,]  in  relation  to  grants  of  the  public 
landt-toBucb  States  as  bad  not  heretofore  received  them, 
would  be  disposed  of  this  morning.  But  if  the  House 
would  persist  in  these  abortive  motions  to  suspend  the 
rule  for  partial  purposes,  he  should  be  compelled  lo 
preaa  his  motion.  Ha  wouM  waive  it  now,  IF  the  House 
would  rdume  the  nmaideration  of  that  retolutioa. 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reaotu- 
tion  heretofore  oflTered  by  Mr.  Allih,  of  Kentucky, 
providing  for  grants  of  public  lands  to  such  States  as 
had  not  heretofore  received  themt  together  with  the 
uneodmenls  thereto  pending. 

Mr.  LANE,  who  held  the  floor  when  (he  subject  was 
last  under  eonaideration,  returned  and  eoneluded  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  rose  more  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting a  few  remarks  on  the  propriety  of  bringing  this 
discussion  to  a  close,  than  for  any  other  purpose,  al- 
though the  subject  was  of  great  interest,  and  though  he 
had  himself  been  perfectly  willing  it  should  he  sent  to  a 
committee.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  proposition 
was  too  narrow  for  the  time  at  which  it  was  brought  for- 
wardi  and  he  thought  that  the  necesrity  of  broader  ac- 
tion must  have  become  apparent  to  every  man.  If  (here 
was  one  question,  above  all  others,  on  which  prompt  ac- 
tion wu  required,  it  waa  that  of  disposing  permanently 
of  the  various  questions  which  had  arisen  in  relation  to 
the  public  lanrn.  If  they  were  to  be  distributed  in  any 
degree,  to  any  extent,  let  it  be  done.  If  it  waa  not  the 
lense  of  the  country  that  this  should  be  done,  let  Con- 
gress declare  that  sentiment  by  a  vote  which  would 
give  proof  of  its  permanence. 

The  question  of  graduation,  far  instance,  was  intimate- 
ly connected  with  this  subject;  but  he  did  not  consider 
even  that  of  so  much  importance  as  that  the  queation 
ahould  be  settled  one  way  or  another.  He  would  give 
his  vote  at  once  in  favor  of  the  graduating  system,  pro- 
vided the  queation  could  be  aetUed  permanently.  Mr. 
B.  then  alluded  to  the  question  of  pre-entption  rights. 
Justice  required  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
ahould  know  what  wsa  to  be  our  established  policy;  and 
that,  if  it  was  not  intended  to  give  these  pre-emption 
rights,  CoDgresa  should  at  once  declare  so.  He  regard- 
ed the  permanent  settlement  of  these  queations,  however, 
as  of  fir  less  importance  than  the  mode  by  which  (bey 
ahould  -be  settled.  He  was  ready  to  reduce  the  price  of 
public  lands,  if  such  should  be  the  sense  of  the  House. 
He  betteved  it  to  be  for  the  interest  of  the  country  that 
it  shouhl  be  done;  and  be  should  hereafter,  at  a  proper 
season,  have  tomcthing  to  say  on  tbia  topic   He  would  ' 


move. to  postpone  the  fiiriher  conaideratioB  of  the  aub> 
ject  until  tbia  day  forloigbt,  in  order  that  the  &t|lce 
might  be  called  in  their  turns  for  resolutionaf  or,  if  tnj 
member  would  suggest  it,  he  would  more  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Hr.  BOND  moved  that  the  same  be  laid  oa  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  called  for  the  yeai  eod  nays  on  that 
motioni  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  inqaired  of  the  Chwr  whether,  if 
the  motion  to  lay  on  tbe  table  prevailed,  the  effect  of 
that  vote  would  be  the  final  rejection  of  the  reaotatiofk 

Tlie  SPEAEER  aaid  it  would  he  in  order  to  omvc  to 
take  up  the  subject  at  any  time,  when  motiont  of  Mmilar 
import  were  in  order. 

Hr.  C.  ALLAN  moved  that  tbe  House  proceed  to  the 
private  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BELL  hoped  the  subject  would  be  disposed  of 
now. 

Mr.  C.  ALLAN  objectedi  and  tbe  Speaker  tberewpea 
announced  the  private  ordera  of  tbe  day,  wbee  eereral 
engrossed  bilb  were  taken  up  and  paMcd. 

N.  AND  L.  DANA. 

The  bill  to  refund  certain  dutiea  paid  by  Messrs.  N. 
&  L.  Dam  Sc  Co.,  on  salt  destroyed  by  6ood,  eomi^ 
up— 

Mr.  SMITH  laid  he  commended  most  mcerely  tbe 
vigilance  with  which  the  honorable  gentleaan  fnn 
Tennessee  [Mr.  C.  Joeirsov]  watched  over  the  Trca^ 
ury  of  the  Qovernment.  He  waa  sure,  nevertbelea^ 
that  the  gentleman  waa  no  less  ready  than  otbera  to  re- 
fund to  individual  claimants  their  honest  dues^  in  caaes 
where,  upon  full  investigation,  tbe  Government  ia  shown 
lo  be  possessed  of  moneys  that  rightfully  belong  to  nidi- 
viduala.  I  am  most  sensible,  said  Mr.  S.,  of  tbe  inqwssi- 
bility  that  every  member  upon  (hia  floor  should  examine 
with  a  just  scrutiny  every  claim  that  comes  befbse  us,  so 
as  to  enable  him  to  discriminate  justly  between  tbeir 
merits^  and  the  principles  which  they  respectively  in. 
votve.  If  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had 
thus  scrutinised  the  claim  now  before  the  Houae,  and  as- 
certained carefully  the  diatinction  that  eziata  bctwee* 
the  prindples  it  involves  and  the  princi|^t  of  Ibe 
"  fire  bill"  reported  tn  favor  of  the  New  Totk  cHy  mer- 
chants, he  would  not  have  asrimilated  this  bill  to  that,  ae 
being  of  preosely  the  same  character,  and  as  establtabieg 
a  precedent  by  which  millions  of  dollara  would  be  drawn 
from  the  Treaaury.  Sir,  aaid  Mr.  S.,  this  bill,  however 
it  may  be  of  a  kindred  character  with  tbe  New  York 
fire  bill,  is  not  dependent  upon  the  same  principlea  wiUi 
that  bill;  and  tbe  paasage  of  this  bill  will  ftimiab  no 
precedent  for  the  paasage  of  tho  other  bill,  of  which  tbe 
geotleoan  from  Tennesaee  expresKt  so  much  apprdiea- 
sion.  Whether  there  be  in  the  other  bill  sufficient  merit 
to  justify  its  passage  or  not,  it  is  not  now  the  time  to  de- 
cide; nor  do  I  now  feel  myself  called  upon  to  say 
whether  I  shall  or  shall  not  give  that  bill  my  aupport. 

What,  air,  is  the  character  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
House  f  It  is  to  refund  the  duties  paid  upon  a  certain 
amount  of  aalt  imported  by  the  claimaots,  and  destroyed 
hy  a  moat  extraordinary  flood,  on  tbe  night  of  the  same 
day  when  h  was  latided  upon  the  wharf.  I  beg  teare  to 
call  the  attenticm  of  tlie  House  to  a  candid  eoiwideration 
of  the  principlea  involved  in  this  bill;  for  they  are,  aa  the 
gentleman  from  Tennesaee  has  supposed,  of  much  magw 
nitude,  and  certainly  of  great  interest  to  the  mercantile 
interests  of  the  country,  as  well  as  of  interest  to  tbe  Oev- 
ernment;  they  merit  the  deliberate  eouSderatioii  of  the 
House. 

l*be  principles  adopted  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  in  reportmg  this  bill,  are  qKCifically  stated 
in  the  report  which  I  had  (he  h«iw  to  aake  to  tbe 
House  upon  it,  anj  are  m^f^^  CjOOg  IC 
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**  Tbit  relief  for  the  remituoo  of  dutiei  upon  good* 
deftioyed  by  tncTiUble  lecident  can  be  nfely  granted 
in  those  caie*,  and  in  fhoee  cam  only — 

*'  Where  the  good*  were  still  in  their  original  state  as 
imported,  and  had  not  entered  into  the  roau  of  coiDinod< 
itiee  deMioed  for  tbe  immediate  comumption  of  the 
oountTf. 

**  Where  the  circumstaocei  of  the  loss  are  aueh  as  not 
onlv  to  excite  no  suspicion  of  fraud,  but  as  ezprenly 
and  directly  to  eictude  the  ponibility  of  it. 

**  Where  tbe  loss  could  not  have  been  coTcred  by  or- 
dinary insurance,  or  guarded  against  by  tbe  caution  and 
diligence  of  a  vigiisnt  and  prudent  man  of  buuneti. 

**  Where  tbe  eridence  to  all  these  points  is  full,  direct, 
unquestionable,  and  of  the  highest  nature  tbe  case  will 
permit." 

Now,  sir,  f  appeal  to  the  deliberate  judgment  of  this 
House  to  determine  whether  these  principles  are  not 
founded  in  sound  policy  and  subttantial  justice,  both  as 
they  affect  the  Government  and  the  mercantile  commu- 
nity. Both  are  deeply  interested  in  tbe  judgment  of 
CoDgrcM  upon  Ihia  subject,  and  justice  towards  the  one 
nnut  be  measured  by  what  is  also  justice  towards  the 
other.  Tbe  case  now  before  us,  sir,  comes  pointedly 
nod  indisputably  within  both  the  letter  and  equity  of 
these  principles.  The  salt  was  destroyed  while  in  its 
ortgimil  state.  The  eircum«tances  ot  its  destruction  are 
Mcn  as  to  exclude  tbe  possibility  of  fraud;  it  was  landed 
under  tbe  inspection  of  tbe  custom-house  officers,  and 
its  deatruetlon  is  testified  by  them,  as  also  its  amount. 
It  waaa  loss  that  could  not  have  been  covered  by  ordina- 
ry inanranoe.  No  companies  exist  to  take  insurances 
of  property  against  risks  by  flood  upon  tile  land)  and  no 
nerebant  or  other  penon  ever  dreamed  of  seeking  such 
an  Snsursnce.  Such  an  insurance,  against  flood  upon 
the  land,  would  indeed  imply  of  itself  great  negligence 
in  regard  to  the  place  of  storing  the  property,  and  be 
proof  of  its  being  an  insecure  and  improper  place.  Sir* 
this  property,  as  the  proof  in  this  case  abunduitly  shows, 
was  stored  where  no  flood  bad  ever  been  known  to  reach 
in  fifty  years  past.  It  was  a  pbee  of  supposed  security, 
and  no  vigitance  would  have  anticipated  the  event  which 
destroyed  it.  To  all  these  points  the  proof  is  plenary, 
indisputable,  and  above  the  suspicion  of  fraud.  Then, 
sir,  1  ask,  is  there  a  gentleman  upon  this  floor  who  will 
controvert  the  justice  of  this  claim,  or  contend  that  tlie 
duties  thus  paid  ought  not  to  be  refunded? 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  am  not  one  of  those  who  ficel  them, 
■elves  tied  down  to  any  set  of  piineiples,  from  mere 
reprd  for  precedents.  I,  for  one,  care  not  whether  % 
caae  has  precedent  in  its  support  or  not.  1  look  at  the 
principles  believed  to  be  involved  in  each  case  at  it 
arises)  and  if  these  are  such  as  commend  themselves  to 
my  judgment,  1  will  support  tbe  case,  though  a  thou- 
sand precedents  be  arrayed  against  iU  and  so,  on  tbe 
contriTT,  if  a  case  that  exhibits  precedents  without  num- 
ber in  Its  support  comes  not  within  my  notioiu  of  just 
reasoning  and  sound  prineipleo,  I  will  oppose  and  repu- 
diate it.  But,  sir,  1  know  there  are  gentlemen  upon 
this  floor  who  do  place  reliance  on  precedent,  and  who 
ask,  fur  every  new  case  that  arises,  if  precedent  exists  to 
justify  it.  To  such  I  will  ssy,  I  have  precedents  enough 
in  support  of  every  principle  Involved  by  this  claim  to 
sustain  and  justify  its  allowance;  and  one  precedent,  in 
particular,  will  I  fumisb  the  House,  where  not  only  the 
abstract  principle  of  thia  ease,  but  every  incidental  eir^ 
cumstance  of  it,  finds  an  astonisliing  similitude.  History 
scarcely  records  two  accidental  and  distant  evenU  so 
strangely  alike  as  the  one  now  before  us  and  the  one  I 
will  cite  directly. 

But,  sir,  I  will  begin  with  the  earliest  legislation  of 
Congress  upon  this  subject  of  remitting  duties  on  im- 
ports destroyed.    I'he  principle  recognised  by  Congress 


in  many  of  them  wss  that  of  remitting  duties  upon  such 
articles  as  had  been  accidentally  destroyed  while  in  the 
shape  of  ibeir  original  importation;  in  other  words,  on 
articles  that  had  been  destroyed  before  entering  into  the 
consumption  of  the  country.  This  is  substantially  one 
of  the  principles  adopted  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  the  report  of  the  case  now  befbre  us.  This  is 
founded  on  the  supposition  that  tbe  destruction  of  tbe 
article  thus  remitted  upon  will  give  place  to  a  new  im- 
portation into  the  country  of  a  corresponding  amount, 
upon  which  the  Government  will  receive  its  quota  of 
duties  anew,  and  thus  be  indemnified  for  the  remission. 
This  is  an  equitable  and  an  honest  supposition.  Surely 
it  can  never  be  the  policy  of  the  Qovernment  to  specu- 
late upon  the  misfortunes  of  its  merchants  or  citizens. 
Sir,  this  principle  alone  is  broad  enough  to  cover  the 
case,  and  to  authorize  the  remission  now  proposed  by 
the  bill  before  the  House. 

But,  sir,  I  go  to  the  precedents  of  Congress.  Tbe 
first  case  1  will  cite  is  'the  first  esse  definitively  acted  on 
by  Congress — the  case  of  Thomas  Jenkins  &  Co.,  con- 
tained in  eh.  4T,  art.  3,  Laws  of  the  United  States,  p. 
110.   The  act  providesi 

*<  That  the  duties,  amounting  to  S167  50,  be  remitted 
on  a  pareel  of  hemp,  duck,  ticklenbui^,  and  molasses, 
the  property  of  Thomas  Jenkins  &  Co.,  merchants  of  the 
city  of  Hudson,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York,  which  were 
last  by  fire  in  the  brig  Minerva,  on  her  passage  from 
New  York  to  the  city  of  Hudson,  her  port  of  delivery; 
and  tbe  SecreUry  of  the  Treaaury  of  the  United  Statea 
is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  allow  a  credit  on 
tbe  bend  or  bonds  executed  by  the  said  Thomas  Jenkins 
fit  Co.  for  payment  of  the  duties  on  the  said  goods.  Ap' 
proved  June  14.  1790." 

It  is  observable,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  case  embraces 
a  principle  of  much  broader  extent  than  is  recognised  in 
either  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  or  in  the  report  of 
the  case,  now  before  tbe  House.  The  property  released 
from  duty  in  Jenkins's  case  had  made  ita  pwt  of  entry, 
and  was  proceeding  to  iti  port  of  delivery,  when  tho 
loss  ooeurredi  and  the  loss  occurred  from  an  exposure 
of  the  properly,  by  the  owners,  to  new  risks,  and  to  a 
risk  that  the  property  might  and  would  bav^  been  pro- 
tected against  by  ordinary  care  and  vigilance  on  the 
part  of  the  owners.  It  was  an  insurable  risk — one  that 
could  have  been  foreseen,  and  calculated  upon,  and  in- 
sured against.  In  tbe  Dana  ease,  before  the  committee, 
the  loss  arose  from  entirely  different  causes  from  a 
flood  of  unexampled  severity;  from  a  cause  wb'ch  could 
not  have  been  reasonably  anticipated,  nor  calculated 
upon,  nor  insured  ag^insi;  from  a  risk  which  human 
foresight  and  experience  could  not  have  regarded  as 
posiible,  and  from  a  risk  not  ordinarily  insurable.  Tbe 
evidence  in  the  case  is,  that,  <■  A  little  afler  midnight,  a 
violent  gale  of  wind  commenced,  which  continued  to 
blow  until  high  water  at  noon  next  day,  driving  into  the 
harbor  an  immense  sea,  and  raising  tiie  tides  higher  than 
had  been  known  for  many  years,  covering  the  wharves 
and  overflowing  the  lower  stories  of  many  buildings. 
By  this  tide,  the  store  in  which  the  salt  was  stored  was 
moved  from  its  foundation,  and  the  whole  of  tbe  salt 
washed  away.  The  salt  «  as  landed  under  Uie  inapection 
of  the  officers  of  the  customs,  who  were  witnesses  to  the 
los*,  and  certify  to  the  facts." 

The  next  ease  on  record  is  a  case  exactly  in  point,  so 
exactly  that  all  tbe  circumstances  of  the  loss  are  identi. 
cally  the  tame  with  the  one  now  before  us.  I1ie  article 
destroyed  was  salt ;  it  was  destroyed  by  flood,  after  be- 
ing landed;  it  was  destroyed  by  a  flood  of  uncommon 
magnitude,  and  destroyed,  too,  on  the  night  of  the  day 
when  it  was  landed.  Tbe  case  of  Dana  It  Co.  is  the 
same  case  throughout.  It  is  wonderful  how  two  occur- 
rences of  such  exact  similitude  should  tak^lace.  The 
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report  of  the  committee  in  this  former  cue  wu  mtde  to 
tbe  HouM  of  RepreKntittvei,  July  1790.  It  wis 
duly  conitdered  by  ihe  Houie,  and  a  bill  mored  ucord* 
ingty.    The  report  wu  u  followt: 

'*  Report  on  the  petition  of  John  Stewart  and  John 
Davidson,  referred  on  the  5lh  instant: 

"  It  appears,  in  proof,  that  the  said  Stewart  and  David- 
son, in  the  month  of  April  last,  imported  at  the  port  of 
Annapolis  eighteen  hundred  buibela  of  salt,  which  was 
taken  account  of  by  tbe  collector  at  the  port  aforeutdt 
and  that,  tbe  night  after  the  tame  was  landed,  an  uneom- 
inon  storm  and  6ood  raised  th«  water  at  the  port  afore* 
■aiiT,  so  that  the  cellar  in  which  the  salt  wu  itored, 
though  usually  dry,  was  flowed  with  water  lo  (he  depth 
of  two  feet,  and  thereby  destroyed  thirteen  hundred  and 
twenly-five  bushels  of  the  salt.  The  petitioners  pray  a 
remission  of  tbe  duties  on  the  last-mentioned  quantity  of 
salt. 

**  Tbe  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  be  granted,  and  that  a  law  past  for  thai  pur- 
pose." 

This  record  is  to  be  found  on  psf^e  69  of  the  manu- 
script reports  of  committees  of  tbe  House  of  Represenla- 
lives.  A  bill  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  was  accord- 
ingly passed  by  the  House,  and  concurrently  passed  by 
the  Senite,  (which  may  be  found  in  volume  3.  Laws  of 
the  United  Ststes,  page  174,  chapter  64,  approved  Au- 
gust 4,  1790,)  and  is  as  follows: 

<'  That  BO  much  of  the  duties  accruing  on  eighteen 
hundred  bushels  of  asH,  imported,  in  the  ship  Mercury, 
into  the  port  of  Annapolis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
aome  time  in  the  month  of  April  last,  on  account  of 
Mes*rs.  John  Stewart  and  Juhn  Davidson,  as  relates  to 
thirteen  hundred  and  twenly.five  bushels  ihereoF  which  | 
were  casually  destroyed  by  flood,  on  the  night  of  the 
same  day  on  which  tbe  said  salt  wu  boded  uid  stored, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  remitted." 

Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
JoHason]  says  there  is  no  precedent  for  a  case  like  the 
one  now  before  the  Housef  but  he  has  fraid  this  only  be- 
cause he  could  not  have  known  of  the  existence  of  this 
case  of  Davidson,  lie  knew  not  thi^  probably,  from 
want  of  that  critical  examination  which  1  have  already 
said  it  is  impossible  for  every  gentleman  of  (bis  House  to 
give  to  every  case  that  is  r>resented  to  the  House.  But, 
SM)  s  tbe  gentlemas,  if  there  be  precedent,  it  la  only  of  a 
cuual  case,  (hat  passed  without  the  observation  of  law- 
yers and  a  full  knowledge  of  the  fxcts.  Sir,  1  admit 
th»t  some  preceden(s  do  5nd  a  place  upon  our  statute 
books  from  oversight,  and  precedents  that  are  wron^  in 
principle,  and  that  deserve  not  lo  weigh  as  authority. 
But,  sir,  tbe  honorable  gentleman  will  observe  that  this 
one  now  cited  cannot  have  been  and  cannot  now  be  con- 
sidered as  of  this  accidenial  and  unworthy  character;  fur 
the  law  itself  irobodies  the  fact  that  it  is  a  remission  of 
duties  on  salt  "  casually  destroyed  by  flood  on  the  night 
of  the  san-,e  duy  on  which  the  said  sslt  was  landed  and 
stored" — precisely  the  case  now  before  the  House. 

Sir,  what  was  just  in  1790  is  just  at  this  day,  if  found- 
ed in  principle.*  The  case  of  Davidson  was  allowed, 
not  upon  mere  policy  or  expediency,  in  1790,  but  upon 
principle;  upon  principle  founded  in  equity  u  wellu 
sound  policy.  It  was  allowed  upon  the  same  principle 
now  recognised  by  Ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in 
the  report  of  the  caw  now  before  the  House. 

*0n  April  30, 1793,  Alexander  Ilsmilton,  then  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  reported  to  the  House  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Bliphalet  Liadd,  which  had  been  referred  to  tils 
consideration  by  tbe  House,  in  favor  of  remitting  entire- 
ly the  duties  on  goods  wLich  have  been  shipwrecked, 
and  which  escape  either  with  or  without  daimagr,  or  to 
vest  tbe  power  somewhere  cither  to  remit  or  abat^  ac- 


Con^ress  conceded  that  the  article  destroyed  wu  ia 
Its  original  itatet  that  it  bad  not  gone  into  the  narkct, 
nor  entered  info  the  consumption  of  the  countiyt  tint  its 
destruction  would  probably  give  place,  to  a  new  importa- 
tion of  a  corresponding  amount,  upon  which  the  Gov- 
ernment would  get  its  duty;  that  it  was  destroyed  widi- 
out  any  lack  of  ordinary  prudence  and  vigilance  on  the 
'  part  of  the  importer!  that  (be  destruction  couM  not  have 
been  covered  by  an  ordinary  insurance,  and  that  aD  the 
facts  were  so  proved  u  to  negative  the  poastbi&ty  <tf 
fraud  in  the  eaae.  Such  is  preeiaely  the  case  now  be- 
fore tbe  Housei  and  upon  what  principle,  I  ask,  can  Aa 
one  case  be  allowed,  and  tbe  other  diaallowed? 

The  next  kindred  case  of  remianon  that  is  on  record 
is  the  case  of  two  PreoclK citizens,  which  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

*■  An  act  for  the  remianon  of  tbe  dutiea  on  eleven  b<^ 

heada  of  coffee,  which  have  been  destroyed  by  fire. 

**  Whereas  eleven  hogshcad^of  coffee  wert  imported 
in  tbe  brig  Jason,  from  Cspe  Fran^tri^  by  two  French 
citizens,  to  the  port  of  Norfolk  and  piMlimQuth,  \n  No* 
vember  last,  and  tlie  duties  thereon  secured  to  be  paad 
by  Messieurs  Klliot  and  Purviance,  of  the  sane  port: 
And  whereu  tbe  said  eleven  hogabeada  of  coffee  were 
afterwards,  on  account  of  the  same  importers,  shipped 
to  the  port  of  Baltimore,  and  there,  in  the  n'^bt  of  ibt 
serenth  day  of  January  lu(,  destroyed  tiy  firei 

**BeU  Ihenfi^  maeted,  Uc,  That  the  duties  paid  or 
payable  to  the  United  States,  on  tbe  same  eleven  bag» 
heads  of  cofTee,  be,  and  the  aame  are  hereby,  remitlcat 
and  it  sbsll  be  the  duty  of  (he  collector  of  the  port  of 
Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  to  refund  the  aame  duties,  if 
they  have  been  received.  Approved  Hay  9th,  1794." 

This  act  is  found  in  the  United  Stateo  Laws^  vol.  3, 
page  404.  This  case  again  covers  a  principle  of  mch 
broader  extent  than  the  me  of  Duia  &  Co..  and  ex- 
hibits, comparatively,  no  ■ierit,'«ben  eonlrasted  with 
the  latter.  The  claiounts  were  foreigners;  the  goods 
had  been  imported  to  one  market,  and  thence  to  a  sec- 
ond market,  and  «  ere,  after  Ibis,  destroyed  by  fire,  by 
an  exposure  of  the  property  to  a  new  and  ordinary  ridr, 
against  which  an  insurance  might  have  been  effcciedt 
and  against  which  ordinary  prudence  would  havecfl^- 
ed  an  insurance.    Nevertheless,  as  they  Were  deatrt^ed 

cording  to  tbe  circumitancei  of  tbe  case.  He  added: 
**  From  the  rareneas  of  (he, casualty,  this  loas  to  the  rev- 
enue, from  either  arrangement,  could  not  be  very  oiate- 
riat."  See  State  Ptipers,  volume  1,  on  Fioanoe,  page 
162. 

In  tbe  case  of  Paul  Chase,  praying  a  remission  of  du- 
ties on  goods  imported  into  St.  Mary's,  Georgia,  durii^ 
the  last  war,  and  subsequently  captured  by  tbe  enemy, 
the  commidee  said:  **  The  object  of  the  Guvemment  in 
laying  duties  on  foreign  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States  is  to  raise  a  revenue,  for  the  support  of 
Government,  on  foreign  mcrchandiae  actually  cuiuuoied 
within  the  United  States."  See  House  Reports,  No.  37, 
Session  1824-*5, 

So  in  Ihe  case  of  J.  F.  OhI,  where  serenty-five  boxes 
of  sugar  were  imported  into  Philadelphia  iu  November, 

1836,  and  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  7th  of  December, 

1837,  (ihree  months  thereafter,)  tbe  committee  say: 
"  The  committee  consider  (be  precedents  in  which  re* 
lief  has  been  given  to  be  confined  to  cases  where  the 
goods  have  been  burnt  or  destroyed  in  the  form  in  which 
they  Were  originally  imported}  and  Itelieving,  aa  (hey  dc^ 
that  the  spirit  of  the  revenue  laws  requires  Uie  collectioa 
of  duties  only  upon  (hose  goods  which  are  constuoed  in 
the  country,  and  that  every  loss  of  this  kind  must  neces- 
sarily call  tor  an  additional  and  equivalent  importalioii, 
upon  which  duties  will  be  paidt^afe  reported  a  bill," 

&c.  SeeRepoitl70,g^,(^^^y^iy^ogle 
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before  entering  iiilu  (he  conMimptioa  or  the  country, 
the  duties  were  rrfunded. 

And  ht-re  apain  I  beg  the  attention  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  fnim  IVnnessee,  and  of  the  House  generally, 
to  the  fact  tha'l  this  case  of  the  French  citizens  ia  not 
one  where  the  facta  could  have  eacaped  the  notice  of 
Congress*  while  the  law  in  its  favor  waa  on  itf  passage. 
It  is  not  a  precedent  that  was  ettabliahecl  through  the 
negligence  of  Congress.  So  well  did  Congres<i  under- 
stand what  the  measure  and  the  case  waa,  and  so  eare- 
(ul  were  they  in  the  recognition  of  the  principle  it  in- 
volved, that  the  facts  of  the  case  were  eapecially  set 
forth  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  as  I  have  read  it  from 
the  statute  book. 

Congress  herein  recognised  the  principle,  that  inas- 
much as  the  property  destroyed  had  not  actually  entered 
into  the  consumption  of  the  country,  and  had  not  gone 
into  the  market,  but  wag  held  *'  on  account  of  the  aame 
importers'.' — in  other  words,  had  never  changed  hands 
^  and  owners— it  was  but  jus»,  and  honeal,  and  politic,  to 
refund  the  dutiea  paid  upon  it,  ihougli  it  had  been  sev- 
eral moniha  in  the  country. 

Sir,  1  do  not  press  the  principle  in  this  broad  extent 
now.  I  do  not  say  1  would  reet^nise  it  to  such  an  ex- 
tent now.  I  cite  the  case  only  to  show  how  nraeh  broad- 
er  is  the  principle  upon  which  Congress  has  heretofore 
acted  in  the  remission  of  duties,  than  in  the  one  now  in- 
volved by  the  case  before  u».  Surely,  sir,  if  the  ease  of 
the  French  citizens  be  admissible  in  half  its  extent,  the 
case  of  Mecsn.  Dana  &  Co.,  now  before  us,  is  beyohd 
question. 

Tlie  esse  of  J^bez  Rogers  is  another  case  founded  on 
the  same  policy  of  the  Government.  It  is  entitled  *■  An 
act  for  the  remission  of  the  duties  on  certain  distilled 
spirits  destroyed  by  fire."  It  was  approved  June  7, 
1794,  and  reads  as  follows— (see  United  States  Laws, 
Tol.  2,  page  485:) 

•*  Whereas  Jabez  Roger*,  junior,  who  had  erected 
large  works  at  Uiddlebiiry,  in  the  State  of  Vermont,  for 
distilling  spirits  from  the  produce  of  the  country,  has 
had  the  same  twice  destroyed  by  fire,  with  a  quantity  of 
spirits  thereiTi,  on  which  by  law  duties  bad  become  pay- 
able to  the  United  States: 

**  And  whtrean,  considcr'tiig  the  equity  of  the  case, 
s^id  duties  ouj^ht  to  be  remitted!  thererore, 

"  Beit  enacted,  (^e.,  That  the  duties  payable  to  the 
United  States  on  all  such  distilled  spirits  as  sball  be  pro- 
ved, to  the  salisfaction  of  the  supervisor  of  llie  district 
of  Vermon',  to  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  distil- 
leriea  lately  burnt  at  Middlebury,  in  the  State  uf  Ver- 
mont, be  and  are  hereby  remitted." 

Here,  again,  the  principle  adopted  is  altogether  more 
broad  and  liberal  than  is  asked  or  contempUted  in  the 
ease  of  J)ana  &  Co.,  now  before  the  House.  It  not  only 
•dopls  the  principle  of  refunding  the  duties  that  had  ac- 
crued to  the  Oovrrnment,  because  the  dutiable  arlicre 
was  destroyed  before  entering  into  the  ordinary  con- 
sumption of  the  country,  but,  also.  In  a  case  where  the 
loss  incurred  was  from  a  risk  against  which  ordinary 
prudence  would  have  protected  the  owner;  where  an  in- 
surance of  the  property,  against  the  very  loss  incurred, 
was  possible.  The  case  berore  the  committee  imbodies 
ail  the  merit  of  the  first  principle,  without  being  expo- 
sed to  the  derogation  of  the  last-mentioned  circumstance. 

1'he  principle  of  refunding  duties  imposed  by  Govern- 
ment, in  cases  where  the  purpose  of  both  the  Govern- 
ment in  imposing  such  duties,  and  of  the  individual  in 
paying  them,  has  been  defeated  by  inevitable  and  unfore- 
seen accident,  which  is  precisely  the  principle  of  the 
case  of  the  Dana«,  was  fully  rt^cogntsed  and  adopted  by 
Government  in  the  act  of  June  1, 1796,  entitled  "  An  act 
provkling  relief  to  (lie  owaeri  of  stills  within  the  United 
States  for  a  limited  time,  io  certain  cases."  That  act 
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provided  (see  Sd  vol.  United  States  LawF,  p.  571)  that 
where  a  distiller  had  been  "  really  and  truly  prevented 
from  employing  or  working  his  still  or  stills,  during  any 
part  of  the  term  fur  which  lie  had  rendered  it  liable 
to  pay  a  duly  upon  its  or  their  capacity,  by  the  de- 
struction or  failure  of  fruit  and  grain,  or  any  other  una- 
voidable cause,  within  the  district  in  which  he  resides," 
&e.,  be  might  pay  upon  its  capaciiy  a  pro  rata  duty  for 
the  time  his  alill  or  stills  were  actually  employed. 

The  same  principle  was  adopted  by  the  act  of  March 
3,  1797,  relating  to  duties  Uid  upon  milla  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  snufT.  The  second  section  of  that 
act  provides  as  follows,  (see  2'l  vol.  United  States  L^iws, 
p.  590:)  "  That  in  nil  caites  of  licences  granted  under 
the  said  act,  where,  by  failure  of  water  or  oilier  casual- 
ly, occurring  to  the  mill  or  mills,  or  to  the  implemenl^ 
or  to  the  proprietor  or  other  person  licensed,  the  use 
and  benefit  of  stici)  license  has  been  lost,  or  considerably 
interrupted,  and  the  duties  thereon  required,  or  paid, 
may  be  conMdercd  peculiarly  iinequut  and  injurious,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  due  representation  and 
proof  of  such  case,  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized 
to  cause  to  be  refunded  or  remitted  such  part  of  duties 
paid  or  secured  on  such  licenae  as  shall  appear  just  and 
reasonable  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  hav- 
regard  to  the  1'iss,  injury,  or  peculiar  hardship,  sus^ 
lained  as  aforesaid." 

1  may  cite  the  case  of  the  Providence  merchants, 
found  in  vol.  3,  p.  433,  of  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States.  The  collector  of  the  district  of  Providence, 
in  the  Stale  of  Rhode  Island,  was  authorized  and  di- 
rected, by  the  law  of  llieir  case,  to  remit  the  duties  on 
such  parts  of  two  certain  eaigoes  of  teas  as  were  import- 
ed on  the  39th  of  July,  1800,  by  Thomas  Lloyd  &  Co.» 
and  on  the  22J  of  August,  1800,  by  John  J.  Clark,  "ai 
remained  deposited  to  secure  the  payment  of  duties,  un- 
der the  care  uf  the  officers  of  the  customs  on  the  21st 
day  of  January  las',  in  the  aforesaid  town  of  Providence, 
and  shall  be  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said  col- 
lector, to  have  been  burned  and  destroyed." 
This  was  approved  March  3,  1801. 
1'he  committee  who  reported  this  last  ease  fur  relief 
say: 

"Your  cummitlcc  are  df  opinion  Ilia',  as  llie  goods 
were  under  the  care  of  the  officers  of  the  customs  at  the 
time  Ihey  were  consumed  by  fire,  and  not  subjecllo  the 
control  uf  llie  ownerst  and  that,  as  granting  relief  in  this 
case  caimot  establish  a  precedent  dangerous  to  the  rev- 
enue, the  prayer  of  the  petition  ou^ht  to  be  granted." 
American  State  Papers,  vol.  1,  on  Finance,  p.  698. 

Here  the  principle  of  not  exacting  duties  on  goods  de- 
stroyed before  entering  into  the  ordinary  consumption 
of  the  country  is  distinctly  and  undeniably  recognised, 
and  is  the  great  leading  principle  of  the  use.  Here,  also, 
the  principle  of.  remission  is  extended  fiir  beyond  the 
nature  of  the  esse  presented  by  the  Messrs.  Dansa  8c 
Co.,  because  it  is  made  to  cover  a  loss  arising  from  ft 
risk  against  which  an  ordinary  insurance  and  ordinary 
vigilance  would  have  protected  the  owners.  The  fact 
thnt  the  property  was  still  in  possession  of  the  Govern- 
ment does  not  alter  the  case,  only  so  far  as  it  may  pre- 
sume to  shut  out  the  possibility  of  fraud  on  the  part  of 
the  importers,  becaiiae  this  f^ct  did  not  take  the  esse  out 
of  the  principle  of  ordinary  insurances,  npr  release  lha 
owners  from  exercising  ordinary  vigilance  to  secure 
themselves  sgainst  loss  ihim  such  a  risk. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  might  goon  and  cite,  in  detail,  each 
of  the  several  cases  that  have  come  before  Congress  for 
remission,  hut  for  consuming  loo  much  of  the  lime  of 
the  House.  SuRice  it  to  say  that,  after  careful  and  vigi- 
lant search,  I  find  no  case  confiicling  with  the  prinapio 
of  tlie  case  now  presented,  and  when  the  het  that  lha 
property  deairoyed  was  w  lituited-iu  not  toibe  innr** 
Digitized  by  V^OOQ  Lc 
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ble  was  taken  into  ccnaideralion.  Cawi  may  be  found 
where  there  waa  a  want  of  pronf  of  vigilance  and  ordi- 
nary care,  or  where  the  properly  waa  inwrable  in  the 
ordinary  way,  or  where  it  has  been  exposed  to  new 
mkB,  againat  which  the  Gnvernment  could  not  properly 
be  made  a  partner  with  the  imporlera  or  ownera.  Such 
caiea  have  been,  and  very  properly,  loo,  rejected.  The 
last  case  of  this  kind,  1  believe,  which  waa  acted  on  by 
Cun^ress,  was  that  of  George  and  William  Bangs,  in 
January,  1830.  It  was  a  case  of  goods  destroyed  by 
fire.  But,  air,  on  turninfr  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Iluuse  upon  this  case,  I  find  it  to  have  been  one  clearly 
excluded  >hy  the  principles  of  the  report  uf  the  Cnm- 
millee  of  Ways  and  McHns  in  the  case  before  us.  The 
case  of  . Bangs*  waa  one  of  neglect  and  want  of  ordinary 
care.  The  gentleman  who  is  now  the  oldest  Repre* 
■enlalive  of  Hhode  Island  upon  this  floor  [Mr.  psAnca] 
wai  among  the  number  who  opposed  the  bill,  and  he 
opposed  it  on  the  ground  that  the  argument  urged  in  its 
support  "would  establish  a  bad  precedent" — "would 
lead  tolhe  conclusion  that  Government  would  guaraniy  all 
goods  imported,  which,  through  neglec),  might  be  de- 
atroyed  in  the  store,  or  which  might  be  expor'ed  by 
coastwise  navigation  from  the  North  to  the  South."  He 
denied  that  there  was  any  analog)'  between  this  case  and 
tbat  of  the  goods  destroyed  by  iire  at  Savannab,  and 
upon  which  the  duties  were  remitted. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  of  the  present  House  was  also  among  the 
number  who  opposed  the  bill  in  favor  of  the  BangH.  He 
i\4  it  expressly  on  the  ground  that  '*  the  effect  of  the 
pasiage  of  the  bill  would  be  to  eqcnurage  the  importing 
merchanta  to  neglect  their  busmeas.  He  attributed  the 
fact  of  this  claim  being  made  to  the  remissness  vf  the 
importer,  who  ought,  as  every  merchant  who  knows  his 
business  does,  to  have  insured  his  properly.  This  wssa 
ease,  he  contended,  of  gross  and  palpable  negligencet 
aitd  if  the  Home  should  adopt  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
we  would  have  our  tables  crowded  with  memorials 
whenever  a  fire  takes  place  in  the  United  States.  The 
merchanta  in  the  tnterl-jr  <if  the  country  had  as  good 
right  to  claim  a  remis^on  of  duties  on  goods  diialroycd 
by  fire  as  the  importers." 

Sir,  I  accord  most  fully  with  these  viewB,  and  the 
principles  upon  which  they  are  founded.  Bu',  sir,  a 
broadr  marked,  and  manifest  principle  distinguislirs  the 
case  now  before  the  House  from  the  Bangs  case,  as  thus 
represented.  In  a  ease  not  only  deficient  in  proof  of 
ordinary  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  importer,  but  thus 
marked  by  proof  of  "gross  and  palpable  negligence," 
1  should  fi-el  it  my  duty,  as  every  other  member  of  this 
body  would  feel  it  to  be  his  dutj-,  to  reject  the  claim. 
Sir,  the  argument  of  such  a  case  doea  not  touch  or  affect 
the  merits  of  the  present  one. 

Thus  much,  Mr.  Speaker,  have  1  felt  it  my  duty  to 
say  in  relation  to  precedents.  1  will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  while  numerous  precedents  of  remission  can  be 
adduced,  covering  all  of  the  principles  of  the  present 
case,  and  stretching  even  far  b^ond  it,  not  one  case 
will  be  found  rejected,  wherein  the  facts  set  forth  are 
not  distinguishable  in  point  of  strength  and  merit  from 
this  case,  and  therefore  not  deserving  of  weight  as  au- 
thority against  it,  even  with  those  gentlemen  who  wikh 
to  be  governed  by  precedent. 

But,  sir,  I  appeal  now  lo  those  naked  principles  of 
justice  and  policy,  which  this  House  and  Congress  ought 
and  may  aafely  adopt,  as  deciaive  of  all  cases.  I  ask  not 
to  have  this  Dana  case  regarded  as  an  exception  to  all 
general  principles  of  legislation,  but  as  coming  fairly 
and  rightfully  within  those  general  principles  which 

•  See  Gales  &  Seaton's  Register  of  Debates,  vol.  6, 
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ought  to  be  recognised  in  all  legisUtion  towards  ibe 
mercantile  community.  These  are  the  principles  laid 
down  in  Ihia  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  And  let  it  be  established  that,  in  those  cases,  and 
in  those  cases  only,  will  Cungreic  remit  duties  on  goods 
destroyed,  where — 

1st.  The  goods  were,  when  destroyed,  in  tlieir  ori- 
ginal stste  as  imported,  and  had  not  entered  into  the 
maiis  of  commodities  destined  for  the  immediate  con- 
sumption of  the  country, 

2d.  Where  the  circumstances  of  the  loss  are  aucb  as 
not  only  to  excite  no  suspicion  of  fraud,  but  as  ezpready 
and  directly  to  exclude  the  possibility  of  it. 

3d.  Where  the  loss  could  not  have  been  covered  by 
ordinary  insurance,  or  guarded  against  by  the  caution 
and  diligence  of  a  vigilant  and  prudent  man  of  buaincss; 
and  where  the  evidence  to  all  these  points  is  full,  direct, 
unquestitmable,  and  of  the  highest  nature  tbe  case  will 
permit. 

Sir,  I  ask  the  allowance  of  this  Dana  case  only  upon 
those  principles,  as  a  case  justified  in  every  requirement 
of  those  principles  beyond  any  controversy  or  queslion. 
I  can  conceive  of  no  danger  or  possible  injustice  to  tbe 
Treasury  ofthe  Government  by  adopting  these  fundamen* 
tal  rules  of  remission.  I  can  conceive  of  no  sound  argu- 
ment that  can  be  adduced  on  the  opposite  side,  that  will 
not  do  in  justice  to  tbe  commercial  interests  of  tbe  country. 
Surely  Government  cannot  desire  to  pursue  a  policy  that 
shall  work  injustice  to  the  vigilant  importing  merchant, 
nor  to  speculate  upon  his  inevitable  mibfurtunes.  If  the 
merchant,  under  any  case  that  can  be  conceived  of  as 
coming  within  tbe  principles  I  have  adverted  tu  as  tlie 
just  ones  to  control  this  ease,  can  stand  up  against  the 
lost  incurred,  without  any  fault  on  Iiis  part,  of  the  ori- 
ginal  coat  and  expenses  of  importation  of  the  goods  so 
destroyed,  surely  the  Government  may  well  abstain  from 
exacting  of  him  the  payment  of  duties  upon  tbe  prop* 
eriyt  and  surely,  moreover,  the  Government  that  is  on' 
willing  to  relax  its  demands  upon  Ibe  unfortunate  mer- 
chants in  a  case  of  such  extreme  hardship  must  be  re- 
garded as  al<iw  indeed  in  the  enctmrsgement  of  honest 
enterprise.  I  trust  such  is  not  the  clisracler  ol  our 
Government.  Be  that  at  it  may,  I  have  discharged  my 
duty  towards  tbe  claimants  in  this,  and  every  simittf 
caie. 

After  further  debate,  and  before  any  question  wu 
taken  upon  the  bill. 
The  House  adjourned. 


MomtiT,  jAVVAmr  16. 
ABOLITION  OF  SLAVEIIY. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was  the 
petition  presented  on  Monday  last  by  Mr,  Adaxs,  from 
forty  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Dover,  in  tbe  county  of 
Norrulk,  in  the  Slate  of  HaHaschusetta,  praying  for  tbe 
abolition  of  slavery  and  tite  slave  trade  in  the  District  of 
Cnlumbiat  the  pending  question  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Lawlkh  that  the  petition  be  not  received. 

Mr.  BYNUM  was  entitled  tn  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOWARD  requeMed  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Btkox]  tu  yltlJ  the  floor,  with  a  view  to 
enable  him  (Mr.  H-)  to  make  another  <  fFort  to  give  the 
States  a  chance  of  geiting  in  their  peliliuns.  There 
were  more  than  half  the  States  in  the  Union  tbat  couU 
not  have  the  opportunity,  lie  proposed  to  suspend  tbe 
rule,  to  enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  tbat  tbe  States 
be  called  for  petition*)  in  reverse  order. 

Mr.  BYNUM  said  he  would  have  gnat  pleasure  in 
yielding  the  floor  for  that  purpose,  if  it  ahould  be  under- 
stood that  be  would  be  emitted  lo  the  floor  when  this 
petition  should  next  come  up,    ^(^(|^^^^  House 
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■hould  luspeod  (he  rule,  to  enable  the  member  from 

Maryhnd  to  submit  h'n  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  nid  he  hoped  the  rule  would  not  be 

suspended.    He  bcf^g^ed  the  House  and  the  Speaker  to 

recollect  that  thia  state  of  things- 
Mr.  W.  B,  SHEPARtl  roue  lo  s  question  of  order. 

A  motion  to  auRpeml  the  rule  he  understood  not  to  be 

debateible,  and  he  hoped  tbe  Chair  would  enforce  the 

rule. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  could  not  be  de- 
bated. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  fur  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rulet  wiiich  were  ordered,  and  were: 
Yeas  133,  nays  58. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  HOWARD  then  ofTered  the  following  resolution; 

Betoived,  That  in  calling  the  States  fur  petitions  on 
this  day,  the  Speaker  do  call  in  the  reverse  order,  be* 
ginning  with  the  youngest  Territory. 

Hr.  ADAMS  called  Tor  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution!  which  tbe  House  refused  to 
order. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative:  Yeas  125,  nays  33. 
So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Petitions  and  memoriiils  were  then  called  for  in  the 
reverse  order  of  States  and  Territories. 

Mr.  B.  WHITTLESBT  said,  it  having  been  the  sense 
or  the  House  that  petitions  relating  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  should  not  be  discussed  to-day,  he  begged  to 
state  that  he  had  several  such  in  his  possession,  but  that 
he  refrained  from  offering  them,  under  the  hope  that, 
when  he  did  nfier  them,  he  might  be  heard  for  a  few  mo- 
ments in  retatton  to  the  direction  which  he  thought 
•hould  be  ^ven  to  them  by  the  House. 

MEMORIAL  FROM  DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  memorial  from  the  grand 
jurors  of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  soliciting  (hat  hereafier  no  petitions  may  be 
received  or  entertained  by  Congress,  from  societies  vr 
inhibitants  of  the  non-slaveholdinfr  Stales,  for  the  abo- 
lition ofshvery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  moved  to  lay  tbe  momorial  on  the 
table. 

Hr.  WASHINGTON  called  for  the  readingi  and  it 
W3a  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  PiffCKirsT ;  but  the  House  refused  to  order 
them. 

And  the  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  memorial  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
H^.  JENIFER  moved  that  the  same  be  printed. 
The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  was  not  now  in 

order. 

Mr.  HIGSTER  presented  the  petition  of  ?40  females 
of  his  congressional  district,  praying  for  (he  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that  the 
same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  (he  said  District. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SREPARD  objected  to  its  recfption.  Mr. 
'  S.  said  that,  whenever  a  proper  opportunity  presented 
itself,  it  was  his  intention  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  this 
subject.  He  did  not  feel  disposed  no*  to  violate  the 
agreement  which  had  been  made  with  his  collesgiie, 
[Mr.  BiiTD-v,]  that  this  discussion  should  lie  over;  and  he 
moved,  therefore,  (hat  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  be  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  DAVIS  moved  to  lay  the  preliminary  motion  of 
reception  on  the  table. 

Ur.  8T0RER  inquired  if  the  eflect  of  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  should  it  prevail,  would  not  be*  to  rr> 
Ject  the  petition  fur  (he  time  being. 


The  SPEAKER  said  the  efiect  «f  the  motion  would 
be  to  suspend  all  action,  and  to  leave  the  petition  exactly 
where  it  was. 

And  the  (jueslion  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative: Yras  89,  nays  37. 

So  the  preliminary  question  was  laid  on  the  table. 

PROTECTION  TO  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
Hallett,  and  four  hundred  merchants  of  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, praying  Congress  to  establish  steam  and  other  ra- 
■els  for  (lie  protection  of  the  navigation  of  ships  Of  the 
United  States  coming  on  our  coast  in  the  winter. 

Mr.  L.  adverted  briefly  to  the  fearful  loss  of  life  and 
property  which  had  taken  place  on  our  coast  during 
(he  last  year,  lo  an  extenl  unprecedented  in  our  history. 

This  loss  was  to  be  attributed  in  part  to  the  want  of 
a  good  system  of  pilotage,  but  mainly  to  the  ftct  that 
vessela  coming,  after  very  long  voyages,  on  a  bleak  and 
wintry  coast,  and  short  of  provisions,  required  some  pro- 
tection and  assistance  which  their  own  crews  were  not 
able  to  render.  He  moved  that  the  petition  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  expressed  a 
hope  (hat  some  action  would  be  speedily  had  upon  the 
subject. 

Tlie  petition  wa<i  referred  accordingly. 

During  the  day,  a  number  of  petition^  praying  (or 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  were 
presented;  which  were,  in  every  instance,  niet*by  the 
motion  to  lay  the  preliminary  motion  of  reception  on  the 
table,  and  which  motion  prevailed. 

After  the  reception  and  disposal  of  several  resolut'toni 
of  inquire. 

The  House  adjourned. 


TOKSDAT,  jAirCAKT  17. 

KEEPING  THE  JOURNALS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
lo  submit  a  resohition,  which  he  desired  might  be  read 
for  the  information  oflhe  House. 

Mr.  JARVIS  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  resolu- 
tion and  to  its  readinjr. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said,  if  the  Clerk  wmdd  return 
the  resolution,  be  (Mr.  U.)  wouHstate  briefly  its  sub- 
s(snce  to  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
was  permitted  lo  read  the  resolution,  he  (Mr.  A.)  hoped 
no  more  objection  would  be  made  to  members  reading 
papers  in  their  places. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  question  could  not  be  dc 
bated. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
make  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  In  order  so  to  do,  but  It 
was  not  ill  order  lo  read  the  reaolution  itself. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  his  object  was  (o  submit  a 
series  of  resolutionr,  declaring  tbe  sense  of  this  House 
that  it  was  not  competent,  under  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  change,  alter,  expunge,  mutilate,  or 
destroy,  the  journals  of  either  House  of  Congressj  that 
the  pr*»ervation  of  the  journals  of  either  House  of  Con- 
grcss  was  a  subject  of  national  importance,  and  a  flt 
subject  of  national  legislation!  that,  after  these  journals 
had  been  raithfully  kept  and  preserved— 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  called  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
lo  order. 

Hr.  UNDERWOOD  declared  that  he  had  not  yet 
completed  the  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the 
resolution,  thmigh  he  had  nearly  done  so. 
'  Tbe  CHAIRaaid  he  roii  t  reqtiest^he  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  submit  hi^pj^^iVVTO^gle 
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Mr.  UNDERWOOD  va-i]  liii  motion  «-««  lo  ttispend 
the  rule  tu  enable  tiim  to  ufTer  tliis  mcilution.  Could 
he  not  re:id  what  was  thr  pniporl  of  ttiat  regnliitiuii^ 

The  CHAIK  saHl  lie  ihou^lit  nut,  the  readiiiff  of  the 
reBoltition  havinjf  been  specially  ohj^c't-d  to.  A  mem- 
ber could  not  luTTiieir  read  wlist  the  Ckrk  was  not  per- 
mitted t'>  read. 

After  a  TcW  ftirther  remarks  on  the  point  of  order, 
Ur.  J  ARVIS.  with  a  vit- w  lo  aave  the  time  of  (he  H«ufC, 
withdrew  hia  objection  to  the  reading  ot  ihe  resolution. 

The  same  was  accordinfflv  read,  and  is  as  fullow^; 

RetoUed  by  the  Ilotut  of  Hfprestntatives,  Thiit  the 
3d  cUuse  of  the  5'li  lectioii  or  tlit^  1st  artick  of  ihe  con- 
ititution,  in  the  roI'DWinf;  \|Vi>rd>,  to  wil;  <<  Each  House 
thull  keep  a  journal  uf  its  procefdin^S  and,  from  time 
to  time,  publish  the  aam?,  ezccpim^  Mich  p^irts  as  may, 
io  their  judgment,  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  of  the  members  of  either  Ho  is'-  on  any  queB<ioii 
fball,  at  the  desire  of  one  fifth  of  those  pre-ent,  be  en- 
tered <'n  ilie  j'Hirnal,"  confers  no  power  whaicvcr  on 
either  House  of  Congress,  at  a  sub&ef]iient  sessiDn,  to 
change,  alter,  deface,  expunge,  or  destioy,  itsjoumal, 
or  any  pnrt  thereof,  when  the  same  iiss  been  regiili>rly 
tnd  faithfully  kept  duiii.ga  previous  scuioni  and  duly 
published. 

lUtolvedt  further,  Tliat  the  }oiirn:>U  of  both  Houses  of 
Congicu,  kept  and  puhliohtd  as  aforesait'i  after  the  ad- 
journment tine  die,  become  national  archivtS;  and  that 
all  att^pts  and  acts  of  either  House  separat<-ly,  ur  of 
both  by  joint  resolmion,  tu  change,  alter,  deface,  ex* 
punge,  or  destroy,  eilhtr  journal,  or  any  part  thereof^ 
•re  violktiona  of  the  consiitulion. 

Reaohtdt  That  the  preservation  of  Ihe  national  ar- 
ebivea  from  mmilation,  diafigiiraliop,  and  deatruclion,  is 
■  fit  subject  of  legislation.  Wherefore, 

Jiaolved,  Itmt  the  Comtnittoe  on  the  Judiciary  be  di- 
rected to  report  a  bill  providing  for  the  deposite  of  the 
original  journiU  of  each  House,  after  their  sdjournment 
Jine  die,  in  the  office  of  (he  Secretary  of  Staiet  and  for 
the  punishment  of  every  and  all  peraonHf  their  aiders 
tnd  abettors,  who  ahvll  slier,  chanfff,  deface,  expunge, 
or  destroy,  any  pirt  of  either  journal  after  such  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  MORGAN  called  for  the  yeaa  and  naya  on  the 

motion  to  snspendt  which  were  ordmdiaiid  were:  Yeas 
77,  naya  118. 

So  Ihe  rule  was  not  suspended. 

THE  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  vat  the 
reaolotion  of  Mr.  C.  Allah,  pmviding  thai  certnin  grants 
of  the  public  domain  be  made  lo  such  States  as  have  not 
yet  received  them,  together  with  the  seTeral  amend- 
ments thereto  proposed. 

The  pending  question  was  on  tlie  motion  hiretofore 
■ubmilted  by  Mr.  Botd,  to  lay  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ments on  the  table. 

On  which  motion  Ihe  yeas  and  nays  had  been  hereto- 
fore orderedi  and  haTing  been  now  taken,  were;  Yeas 
114,  naya  83. 

So  the  rewlution  atid  amendmenls  were  laid  on  the 
Ubie. 

EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  House  proceeded  to  (he  cnnsideraiinn  of  the  fol- 
lowing resohilion,  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Wibb: 

"  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  meswage 
as  relates  to  the  'condition  of  Ihe  various  executive  de- 
parlmenis,  U»e  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have 
been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of 
the  public  buRiness  in  all  of  them,  and  the  cruscb  of 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  (he  manner  in  which 
tbey  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  ibeir  creation/  be  re- 


ferred to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  nine  members 
with  power  to  send  for  peritons  and  papers,  and  with 
instructions  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  (he  various 
executive  departmentK,  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in 
which  the  public  business  has  been  discharged  in  all  of 
them*  and  into  all  causes  of  complaint,  from  any  quar> 
ler,  at  the  manner  in  which  said  departments,  or  thetr 
bureaus  or  ofBees,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  igenta,  of 
every  description  wbaterer,  directly  or  indirectly  con- 
nected with  them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficial, 
ly,  in  duties  pertaining  lo  the  public  interest,  have  ful- 
filled or  fiiiled  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  (heir  creation, 
or  have  violated  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  im- 
paired the  public  service  and  inlerestt  and  that  aaid 
committee,  in  Hi  ioqiiirict,  may  refer  to  such  periods  of 
time  aa  to  them  may  aeem  expedient  and  proper.** 

To  which  resolution  Mr.  D.  J.  Pbabck  had  offered  an 
■mendmtrnt,  for  which  Mr.  Feskch  had  offered  a  sub- 
stitute. 

Mr.  UcKEON  said  the  reading  of  the  resolution  mu^t 
bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Mouse  the  fact  that  a  large 
portion  of  its  time  had  been  expended  upon  the  dtscus- 
siun  of  the  various  topics  which  had  been  introduced  in- 
to the  debate.  He  was  deeply  impressed  with  the  ne- 
cessity of  confining  any  remsrks  he  might  offer  wtlhm  a 
narrow  eompsss.  He  assured  the  House  that  nothing 
would  have  induced  him  to  prolong  a  debate  already  too 
much  extended,  except  that  justjce  to  those  with  whom 
he  acted,  and  tu  himself,  required  him  to  notice  some  of 
the  observations  made  in  the  course  of  (he  debate. 

When  the  reaolulion  of  the  gentleman  from  Vn-ginta 
[Mr.  Wisk]  was  introduced.  I  viewed  it  (said  Mr.  McK.) 
aa  a  measure  novel  in  its  character,  and  one  calculated  lo 
establish  a  precedent  which  might  hereafter  be  perverted. 
In  (he  phraseology  of  the  resolution  I  saw  a  power  of  un* 
limited  extent  intrusted  to  a  committee  of  this  Rouar. 
I  am  not  of  that  school  which  insists  upon  a  search  war- 
rant lo  BUlhorize  you  to  examine  your  public  offices, 
but  I  cannot  but  believe  that,  if  you  inlcnd  to  examine 
any  matter  beyond  the  manner  in  which  your  public 
agents  discharge  the  diitits  of  their  appointment,  you 
will  require  something  more  than  a  resolution  of  this 
House.  What  does  tlie  original  resolution  propoac' 
To  examine  into  the  official  and  unofficial  conduct  of 
those  who  are  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  the 
public  departments.  This  is  the  task  which  is  to  be  al- 
lotted to  a  committee  of  this  House.  This  is  the  inquisi- 
torial Iribunsl  you  propose  to  create.  If  we  appoint  the 
committee,  how  can  it  proceed  in  Ihe  diacliarge  of  ili 
du'y?  The  power  of  this  House  can  go  no  further  than 
to  examine  into  the  official  conduct  of  those  who  are  ia 
office,  who  receive  their  compensation  at  your  hands, 
and  who  are  liable  to  censure  and  removal  for  any  breach 
of  duly.  In  every  point  c<  nnected  with  your  public  of- 
fices, in  every  matter  of  an  official  character,  you  bare 
Ihe  right  and  the  power  to  exact  a  rigid,  strict  exinina* 
tion;  but  when  you  will  attempt  to  inquire  into  tbe  unof- 
ficial condurl  of  a  public  officer,  or  to  make  tbe  wide- 
spreud  invesljgslion  proposed  by  the  resululion,  the  suc- 
cess of  your  iiivestit.'ation  will  depend  more  upon  the  dis- 
position of  lliose  who  may  be  called  before  the  commit- 
tee than  on  any  power  of  this  House  to  compel  (htm  lo 
satisfy  your  inquiries.  You  will  cearch  in  vain  for  a  pre- 
cedent for  this  movement  in  parliaoventvy  hialorj'i  but 
you  msy  find  one  elsewhere.  There  ean  be  found  one 
direction  to  which  It  bears  a  strict  resemblance.  Tbe 
command  of  this  House  to  the  committee  may  be  found 
in  that  of  Dogberry  to  the  watch,  a  sweeping  reaolutioa 
to  "comprehend  all  vagrom  men,"and  to  let  all  go  who 
will  not  stand  according  to  order.  Let  it  be  considered 
that  ww!~have  aeveral  standing  commitlter,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  investigiite  the  affiin  of  your^32^^M^  Lei  it 
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beeoniidered,  tiUn,  that,  but  *  (rw  diys  s'lncr,  we  appoint* 
€d  aeominitteff,  alihebex)  of  which  is  the  jrentleman  from 
Vii^noi,  [Mr.  Oabland,]  which  committee  is  daily  en- 
f;ag«d  in  the  examination  oFone  of  the  subjects  referred  to 
in  thii  resolution.  Yes,  sir,  the  very  pojnt  which,  I  be- 
lieve, according  to  the  mover  of  (his  proposition,  gave  rise 
to  this  proposed  invest igation.  But  in  addition  to  these 
means  which  are  within  our  powfr,  the  amendment  of 
the  nntleman  from  Rhode  Island  is  offered.  That 
ftiaenameRt  is,  !n  my  opinion,  not  open  to  the  objectii>n8 
wMch  may  be  made  to  the  original  proposition.  It  is  in 
socordance  with  parlinmentry  practice.  It  is  no  part  of 
the  duty  of  a  Legislature  to  un-lertake  an  eiploring  ex- 
pedition  in  search  of  abuses;  but  if  abuses  are  charged,  it 
beeomea  a  solemn  duty  to  investigate  them.  The  amend- 
ment proposes  to  create  a  tribunal  before  which  charges 
can  be  made,  and  to  examine  into  the  truth  of  those 
ehargei.  Suppose  a  petition  was  presented  to  this  House, 
and  referred  to  one  of  the  «pproprtate  committees,  ptay< 
ing  an  examination  into  the  manner  in  which  your  public 
officers  discharge  their  duties,  and  setting  forth  that  abu- 
•es  existed.  Your  committee  would  ask  the  petitioners 
for  specific  charges,  and  if  they  were  produced  the  ex- 
amination would  be  maHe.  1  doubt  very  much  whether 
tbey  would  inquire  of  your  difTerent  departments  and 
bureaus  for  something  to  sustain  the  allegation  of  the 
petitioners. 

But,  Mr,  it  appears  that  your  standing  committees, 
your  select  commiilee,  the  amendment,  will  not  be  satis- 
factory.  Nothing  will  give  sufficient  latitude  but  the 
original  resolution.  I  prefer  sustaining  the  amendment, 
believing  it  cannot  be  perverted  hereaflter  into  a  danger- 
ous precedentt  but  if  that  cannot  be  adopted,  1  shall  not 
be  found  denying  iuTeatigation.  [  am  witling  to  give 
every  facility,  anci  to  aflTord  ample  means,  lo  pursue  the 
desired  examinationi  to  have  the  official  transactions 
and  correspondence  of  your  public  offices  laid  open.  As 
the  representatives  of  Ihe  people,  we  are  bound  to  guard 
every  department.  We  are  bound  to  pour  light  into 
every  portion  of  this  Government.  It  is  due  not  only  to 
the  country,  but  to  the  incumbent*,  lo  those  oh  this  floor 
who  wish  the  examination,  that  wiroe  deeiaion  should  be 
had  on  this  subject,  and  that  without  delay.  The  de- 
bate which  has  arisen  upon  this  resolation  has  resusci- 
tated the  denunciatiuns  and  charges  which  we  had  rea- 
son to  believe  were  long  since  buried.  1  have  been  sur- 
prised to  observe  the  course  of  the  present  discussion. 
The  same  accusations  of  corruption,  of  proscription,  and 
of  abuses  of  every  nature,  which  were  made  at  the  last 
aeaaion,  with  a  view  of  operating  on  the  then  approaching 
political  contest,  are  reiterated  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion. We  ought  to  suspect  that  our  r«te  has  been  that 
of  Rip  yan  Winklei  that  we  have  been  sleeping  quietly 
while  the  thunders  of  the  opposition,  louder  far  than  any 
which  reverberated  through  the  Catskill,  have  been 
pealing  over  uh,  and  we  have  been  unconscious  of  the 
'presidential  contest  which  ha«  just  closod.  If  there  is 
to  be  a  repetition  of  those  charges,  it  is  full  'time  we 
should  be  aroused.  I  luve  sought  for  new  statement^ 
but  none  are  ofTered.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
same  representations  which  are  made  now  were  made 
before  the  struggle  commenced;  that  the  s^me  evidence, 
sustained  by  the  aid  uf  the  same  distinguished  gentle- 
men, was  laid  before  the  people  of  this  country,  and  that 
the  people  supported  him  against  whom  these  chafes 
were  intended  lo  operate.  Why  do  gentlemen  stop  even 
now  *  Why  do  they  hall  .*  Why  not  cross  the  Rubicon  1 
There  is  stift  remeily  left.  If  outrages  upon  the  cnnall- 
tution,  if  vioUiions  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  liave 
been  committed,  why,  instead  of  making  the  accusation, 
is  not  the  individual  who  is  the  author  uf  these  evils 
made  liable  to  the  consequences  of  impeachment^  If  he 
has  violated  the  rights  of  any  of  your  citizens,  any  uf  the 


rights  of  any  branch  of  the  Government,  why  is  lie  not 
placed  in  a  s'tuation  where  he  will  be  required  lo  de- 
fend his  public  character  from  these  accusations?  If  we 
have  watchful  sentinels  on  the  ramparts  of  constitutional 
liberty,  let  them  not  only  sound  the  alarm,  but  let  them 
seixe  upon  him  whom  they  represent  to  be  an  enemy  of 
the  country.  That  country  has  a  right  to  demand  this 
movement  at  the  hands  of  those  who  are  so  desirous  of 
preserving  its  intmtts  from  violation.  Nothing  it  easier 
than  to  denounce.  We  ask  for  the  evidences  to  support 
the  charges  they  make — we  ask  for  action.  The  Exec> 
utive  has  been  represented  as  a  violator  of  his  plighted 
faith,  as  one  who  had  broken  every  pledge.  Let  us  look 
to  his  inaugural  address,  which  ought  to  be  considered  as 
an  exposition  of  the  policy  which  would  characterise  his 
administration.  In  regard  to  your  foreign  policy,  he  had 
staled  that  he  wnuhl  endeavor  to  preserve  peace  and  culti- 
vate friendship  with  all  nations  on  honorable  terms,  and 
to  adjust  our  difTerences  in  the  forbearing  f  pirit  becom- 
ing a  powerful  nation,  rather  than  Ihe  sensibility  belong- 
ing (o  a  gallant  people.  Has  (his  been  fulfilled.'  Do 
you  find  the  violation  of  this  pledge  in  the  elevated  posi- 
tion  which  our  country  sustains  amongst  the  nations  of 
the  earth?  He  pledged  himself  to  a  spirit  of  compro- 
mise, equity,  and  caution,  in  regard  to  your  tariff,  by 
the  promotion  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  manufac* 
turest  and  if  any  encouragement  should  be  given,  it  was 
only  to  those  articles  which  might  be  found  essential  to 
our  national  independence.  Let  his  mestages  to  Con- 
gress show  how  fsr  he  has  labored  to  discharge  this 
pledge.  He  avowed  his  determination  to  reform  abuses, 
by  depending  fur  the  promotion  of  the  public  service 
not  on  the  number,  but  on  the  efficiency,  Ihe  integrity, 
the  zeal,  of  public  officers.  Let  the  consequences  of  the 
toils  of  those  agent%  visible  in  the  negotiation  of  foreign 
treaties,  and  in  the  happy  results  of  the  faithful  discharge 
of  du'ies  within  our  country,  be  his  defence  on  this  point. 
He  promised  to  facilitate  the  extinguishment  of  the  public 
debt.  Hss  that  been  discharged.'  Does  not  the  contest 
here  fur  the  division  of  an  immense  surplus  in  your 
Treasury  speak  for  him  on  this  subject?  Has  not.  du- 
ring this  administration,  the  novel  apectaele  been  pre- 
sented to  the  world  of  an  immense  republic,  unsliackled 
with  a  national  debt?  When  the  violence  of  political 
feeling  shall  have  subsided,  but  one  opinion,  sir,  will  be 
given  of  the  present  administrationt  and  if,  as  some  gen- 
tlemen insist,  the  coming  administration  will  be  but  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  policy  of  the  present,  the  country  may 
be  congratulated  on  the  prospect  of  a  career  of  briiliaticy 
and  prosperity.  It  will  be  a  continuation  of  a  policy 
which  seeks  to  enlarge  the  liberties  of  every  citizen,  and 
to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Union. 

The  corruption  which  exists  in  the  Government  Is  a 
fruitful  theme.  The  dictation  of  the  Executive,  and  his 
interference  with  the  elective  franchise,  have  been  bla- 
zoned forth  to  the  world.  Sir,  if  we  have  had  a  dicta- 
tor, he  bears  but  little  resemblsnce  to  the  Sylla  of  other 
days.  The  Roman  retired  when  the  aristocracy  had 
been  armed  with  the  sceptre,  but  our  diotstor  is  about 
to  surrender  hia  trust  when  the  democracy  is  triumphant. 
Do  gentlemen  ouppose  that  the  intelligence  of  thib  coun- 
try is  to  be  deceived  with  (his  otilcry?  May  we  ask 
when  and  where  this  dictation  took  place.'  Who  were 
the  individuals  who  yielded,  or  the  States  that  submit- 
ted lo  his  commands?  We  hear  of  Tennessee!  That 
State  did  not  vote  for  the  individual  who  Is  said  to  have 
obtained  his  election  by  the  dictation  of  tlie  Executive. 
Ifthe  dictation  of  the  President  was  of  any  avail,  it  must 
have  been  united  not  only  with  omnipotence  but  omni> 
presence.  Its  results  are  seen  in  Maine,  and  at  Ihe  same 
time  in  Lnutsiana—in  the  Atlantic  Slates  and  in  your  tar 
West.  Tliis  charge  (let  gentlemen  conwder)  of  dicta* 
tion  and  of  «»rroption^«^h||^^ngt^«f^cuiivr. 
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but  at  IhoM  st>ovc  Execuiire.  The  poitonrd  »r- 
rowi  which  ire  Kkttered  Mrike  not  only  thote  agiinit 
whom  lh«y  are  aimed,  but  at.  the  body  of  the  American 
people.  If  there  areeorriiplerfl,  wherearelhe  corrupted^ 
Are  we  to  wek  for  Ihem  amonj^t  the  honest  yeomanry  of 
the  land'  Is  this  degrading  character  to  be  i^ven  to  our 
countrymen^  I  truat  we  are  not  ready  to  look  upon  a  ma- 
jority of  our  rellow-cillzens  as  obedient  tiavea,  obeyinf; 
the  edicts  of  an  imperial  master.  The  sin  of  the  Exec- 
utive has  been  that  he  moved  in  unison  with  the  people, 
and  for  thif  be  if  denoaneed.  1*hia  if  bif  crime,  in  the 
eycf  of  htt  opponenta.  I  cannot  belicTe  that  his  course 
will  at  any  time  be  deemed  nnpatriotic,  or  prrjudicial  to 
the  institutions  of  nur  common  country. 

The  genlleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Robxstsov]  ob- 
jected most  Blreniioualy  to  the  proscription  wliich  had 
been  carried  out  durinnf  the  presf  nt  admi  nisi  ration.  The 
opposition  is  distin^ished,  if  we  are  to  believe  what  we 
hear,  by  msKnanimity,  by  generosity,  by  respect  for 
freedom  of  opinion.  Cases  have  been  adduced  to  show 
the  oppression  heaped  upon  some  of  nur  fellow-citizens. 
I  could  not  but  observe  the  indignation  excited  amongst 
some  of  the  opponents  of  the  administration  at  the  recital 
of  instances  of  removals  from  ofRce.  I  cannnt  speak  of 
the  merits  of  these  cusesi  I  am  ignorant  of  them.  I  can- 
not, however,  but  look  upon  the  denunciaticms  which 
have  been  made  againitt  removala  from  office  at  an  evi- 
dence of  a  policy  which  has  not  heretofore  distinguished 
our  opponents.  I  suppose  that  hereafter,  in  no  part  of 
the  country  where  they  hold  the  power,  no  man  is  to  be 
removed  who  entertains  opinions  in  accordance  with 
thow  of  the  democracy.  The  guillotine  which  I  have 
seen  ready  to  do  its  office  in  one  city  of  this  Union  is  In 
be  removed — the  victims  are  to  be  released.  I  have,  I 
confess  candidly,  Mr.  Speaker,  some  misgivings.  Judg- 
ing from  the  past,  I  can  have  but  little  hope  fur  (he  fu- 
ture. "To  know  the  right,  and  yet  (he  wrong  pursue,'* 
seemi  lo  be  the  fate  nf  our  opponent*. 

Look  at  the  city  of  New  York,  where  the  oppoiltion, 
during  the  crlebrated  panic  session,  obtained  power. 
The  process  of  removal  was  fully  carried  out.  The 
lamps  in  our  streets  were  not  allowed  to  be  lighled  by 
those  who  were  democr;t(».  Look  to  Phihdelphift  *>ne 
sweeping  proscription,  if  rumor  speaks  truly.  Look  to 
Penniylvania,  when  the  Government  of  (he  State  was 
changed.  The  offices  given  to  those  who  hsd  placed 
the  present  incumbents  in  power,  and  (hose  who  thought 
with  the  general  administration  proscribefi,  snd  their 
families,  depending  for  aulislstence  on  the  emoluments 
of  their  humble  offices,  turned  adrifl  upon  the  world. 
Sir,  this  proscrtpiion  which  (hey  denounce  they  prac- 
tice. Let  not  the  charge  be  made  againat  uf  unUI,  by 
their  example,  thry  can  enforce  their  advice  with  more 
authority  than  they  can  at  present.  Let  not  their  Indig- 
Mtion  be  excited  against  the  administration,  or  their 
sympathy  expressed  in  favor  of  its  supposed  victims,  so 
long  as  ihey  hnve  on  every  side  an  opportuniiy  of  be- 
stowing their  fiympalhy  on  those  who  have  suffered  by 
the  exercise  of  the  power  they  hold.  The  admtnistra- 
fion  cannot  be  justly  liable  (o  this  accusation.  Here  and 
elsewhere  it  has  been  confidently  asserted,  by  those  who 
have  examined  thit  subject,  that  a  large  majority  of  those 
holding  offices  are  opposed  to  the  administ  ration  j  and 
the  sweeping  proscription  and  persecution  for  expres- 
sion of  opinion  cannot  with  propriety  be  charged 
against  it. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  war  on  the  currency 
which  has  been  waged  by  the  present  administration. 
The  disturbance  of  our  financial  operations,  the  chaos  of 
our  commercial  f  Hairs,  have  been  placed  to  the  account 
of  the  Executive.  The  party  in  power  for  the  past  seven 
yeara  has  been  carrying  on,  if  any,  a  war  on  the  United 
States  Bank;  and  if  that  be  a  war  on  (he  currency,  they 


mutt  plead  guilty.  It  has  been  a  contest  in  which  ve 
have  aeen  the  concentrated  wealth  of  the  nation  in  wrma 
against  the  Government  and  the  people;  and  we  have 
aeen  that  contest  concluded  with  the  triumph  of  the  pcfr 
pie  over  an  institution  which  bad  threatened  to  poison 
the  very  fountains  of  your  prosperity.  We  have  carried 
on  «  war  sgainst  a  nystem  which  carries  within  the  most 
alarming  elements.  Vou  have  seen  institutions  invested 
with  a  power  of  creating  a  "  paper  currency,"  starting 
into  existence  in  every  srctioo.  You  have  seen  a  power 
placed  in  the  bands  of  a  particular  eUts  of  men  to  cob- 
trol  the  fortunes  of  their  fellow-cittzenf.  Yoa  have 
seen  prices  rising,  values  disturbed,  an  unacttkd  and 
feverish  state  of  public  feeling.  You  have  sren  (he 
swollen  tide  of  speculstion  rushing  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other,  bearing  upon  it  every  individual. 
Purchaoes  made,  not  with  a  view  to  (he  natural  opera- 
tions of  trade,  but  regulated  alone  by  the  credits  abidi 
might  be  obtained.  You  have  aeen  (he  favonble  gale, 
swelling  every  man's  ssiki  but  now  the  tempest  i«  aren, 
driving  before  it  thousands,  »bose  fate  it  will  be  difficult 
to  predict.  Ynu  hsve  seen  tn  this  country,  and  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  ^thering  signs  in  the  com- 
mercia)  horizont  anxiety,  intense  anxifly,  pervadii^ 
every  section  of  the  country.  When  the  cause  of  the 
excitement  is  examined,  when  it  is  asserted  that  the  over- 
issues have  been  the  main  cause  of  ibe  preoeni  atate  of 
things,  when  we  are  (old  to  look  back  to  the  troublte  in 
Rnglnnd  in  paat  yean*,  nnd  observe  that  the  same  state 
of  things  was  produced  by  similar  causes;  yet  when  Ibe 
effort  is  made  by  the  Government  to  check  (his  evil,  by 
calling  tn(o  circulation  the  constt(utional  currency  of  the 
country,  wiih  a  view  to  give  security  to  your  financial 
operation*,  to  give  stability  to  the  value  of  properly,  and 
to  afford  labor  its  just  reward,  it  is  denounced  aa  tyran- 
nicsl  and  opprenive.  The  question  of  cnrrcney,  1  »m 
willing  to  admit,  la  Intricate!  but  1  do  not  believe  it  tro 
intricate  to  be  beyond  the  understanding  of  an  acute  and 
intelligent  people — of  a  people  whose  pursuils  render  it 
necessary  (fir  them  to  walch  every  movement  in  ihe  in- 
dustry and  finance  of  the  country.  They  desire  a  soond 
currency,  but  not  a  currency  which  is  given  to  them  by 
holding  their  liberties  at  the  will  of  any  body  of  men. 

I  cannot  omit  a  reference  to  the  allusions  which  have 
been  made  to  the  President  during  this  debate.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisi]  has  traced  his  course 
from  the  period  of  his  early  obscurity  to  the  present  ex- 
alted Btition  which  he  now  holds.  From  its  rise  in  hon- 
blenea*,  he  has  found  the  tenor  of  his  life  a  broad  and 
sweeping  current,  rolling  onward  uuder  the  living  light 
of  day  and  the  steady  gaze  of  (he  nation.  Parallela  are 
soughti  but  where?  Are  theyfoaght  for  amongst  the 
patriots  whosereputations  are  interwoven  with  the  brigbt* 
eat  epochs  of  (he  past }  Are  they  found  in  tome  brilliant 
example  of  devotion  to  country,  of  fidclily  lo  her  iutt> 
tutions,  of  purity  of  purpose,  of  undying  pairtotlam; 
among&t  the  Aristiden,  the  Curtii,  or  the  Catos^  No,  sir; 
we  find  (hem  seeking  for  parallela  in  the  most  corrupt 
and  degraded  periods  of  the  Roman  Government.  They 
find  them  in  a  Commi.dus  or  a  Severusi  in  the  vile,  the 
profligate,  and  depraved  emperors  of  a  crumbling  em- 
pire. Who  is  your  modern  Cnmnodus?  Shall  1  sun< 
mon  from  his  many  battle  fields  ihe  manes  of  (he  dead 
to  be  his  defenderv^  No,  sir;  let  the  livhig  attest  his 
worth!  Let  them  answer  whether  or  not  it  was  by  col- 
lecting around  him  Ihe  abandoned  Clranders  ol  his  lime 
he  led  your  country  through  many  difficuhles  up  to  the 
eminence  on  which  he  now  is  Iraving  her!  Kven  in 
the  highest  excitement  of  a  political  c<'nlest,  we  ought 
not  (o  forget  the  services  of  our  public  men — of  those 
who  "hsve  done  the  state  some  service."  The  petty 
differences  of  party  will  ditappearr.hut  ihexrsults  of 
the  labor  of  Ihoae  nwi^^i^df^'CWe*?*^- 
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wtft  I  will  not  desecrate  the  temple  of  our  Union  by  »ny 
attempt  to  deface  one  particle  of  those  brilliant  names 
that  may  cast  their  splendor  over  it.  Fidelity  lo  our  own 
principles  never  can  be  incompatible  with  justice  and 
toleration  for  those  of  our  opponents.  I  speak  of  this 
point  not  as  a  partisan,  but  as  an  American.  I  cannot 
be  deterred,  by  the  fear  of  being  termed  a  flatterer,  from 
dmng  justice  to  any  man.  1  ask  ^nllemen  how  they 
can  hope  that  the  people  will  attend  lo  their  charges^ 
We  are  told  it  ta  to  inform  the  people  of  Ibe  dangers  Ihey 
have  passed — of  the  eonsptracies  against  their  liberties 
that  have  been  exploded.  Why,  sir.  Cicero  himself 
would  nnt  have  been  heeded  when  the  conspirators  were 
deprived  of  all  power  to  injure.  The  people  of  this 
oountry  will  not,  as  the  hour  is  approaching  which  is  to 
aeparate  them  from  him  who  has  for  years  enjoyed  their 
highest  confidence,  stand  with  ready  ear  to  listen  to  de- 
nunciations. Mot  while  one  spark  of  gratitude  remains 
will  they  refuse  to  shield  him.  They  will  be  seen  pro- 
tecting him  from  the  flames  of  political  persecutions;  ihey 
will  be  the  first  to  rescue  him — the  psiriot  who  has  led 
their  armies  to  vicloiy  and  given  permsnency  to  their 
Union — from  the  ignominy  of  being  placed  in  the  same 
niche  of  tmmortsl  infamy  with  a  Commodus  or  a  Severus. 

There  is  one  aspect  in  which  the  present  discussion 
will  be  viewed  with  interest  by  the  country.  It  is  (he 
objections  which  have  been  raised  against  the  coming  sd< 
minislration.  We  are  told  that  the  people  have  no 
pledge  of  any  line  of  policy;  that  the  President  elect  is 
unlrammelled  by  any  promises.  He  can  sustain  a  tariff'  or 
an  anti-tariff*  policyt  he  may  be  for  internal  improvements 
by  the  General  Government,  or  against  (hemi  he  may 
be  for  a  nalional  bank,  or  against  it)  for  distribution,  ur 
against  distribution— that  upon  leading  political  questions 
he  is  in  no  manner  committed.  What,  sir!  no  policy 
promised'  If  there  is  any  point  on  which  the  Presi- 
dent elect  18  not  committed,  the  fault  tieo  not  with  him. 
Not  far  from  me  is  the  member  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
WiLLiiMS,]  who  submitted  questions  of  the  higliest  im- 
portaitce  to  the  country  before  the  election.  The  reply 
to  those'  queries  is  part  of  your  political  history.  That 
reply  formed  the  chief  point  of  attack  in  your  prtsiden- 
tial  contests.  On  most  of  the  points  which  agitateii  the 
country,  the  people  of  this  country  have  had  an  ample 
exposition  of  the  views  of  the  inilividual  who  has  been 
elevated  by  iheir  sufi'rages  to  the  first  office  within  their 

Kower.  You  liave,  in  the  document  to  which  I  refer, 
if  opinions  with  regard  to  the  Bankofthe  United  Slates. 
You  have  his  views  on  the  great  and  absorbing  sub- 
ject of  your  public  revenues,  and  the  policy  of  distribu. 
tion.  When  he  speaks  of  this  measure,  it  is  but  in  ac- 
cordance, so  T*.r  as  results  are  concerned,  with  the  opin- 
ions of  a  distinguished  statesman,  whose  course  is  sus- 
Uined  by  a  Urge  portion  of  the  opponents  of  the  admin- 
istration, and  whose  sentiments  are  given  in  a  speech,  de- 
livered some  years  since,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States.  The  Clerk  of  the  House  will  read  the  passage  in 
that  speech  to  which  I  refer. 
The  clerk  then  read  as  follows: 
Speaking  of  the  public  debt,  he  remarked:  "  It  is  so 
near  being  totally  extinguished  (hat  we  may  now  safely  in- 
ijuire  whether,  without  prejudice  to  any  established  pol- 
icy, we  may  nut  relieve  <he  consumption  of  the  country 
by  the  repeal  or  reduction  of  dulieii,  and  curtail,  consid- 
erably, the  public  revenue.  In  making  this  inquiry,  the 
first  question  which  presents  itself  is,  whether  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  preserve  the  existing  duties,  in  order  to  ae- 
ciimuUle  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  for  the  purpose  of 
subsequent  dislributiifn  among  the  several  Stales.  I 
think  not.  If  the  collection  for  the  purpose  of  such  a 
surphis  is  to  be  made  from  the  pcKikets  \>f  one  por- 
tion of  the  people,  to  be  ultimately  returned  to  the  name 
pockets,  the  process  would  be  attended  with  the  certain 


loss  arising  from  the  chsrges  of  collection,  and  with  the 
luss^lso  of  interest,  while  the  money  is  performing  the 
unnecessary  circuit)  and  it  would  therefore  be  unwise. 
If  it  is  to  be  collected  from  one  portion  of  the  people, 
and  given  to  another,  it  would  be  unjnst.  If  it  is  to  be 
given  to  the  States  in  their  corporate  cspscity,  to  be 
used  by  them  in  their  public  expenditures,  I  know  of  no 
principle  in  the  constitution  which  authorizes  the  Fed- 
era]  Government  to  become  such  a  callector  for  the 
Stales,  nor  of  any  principle  of  safety  or  propriety  which 
admits  of  the  States  becoming  such  recipients  of  gratuity 
from  the  GenerarOovernmen'. 

'*The  public  revenue,  then,  should  be  regulated  and 
adapted  to  ibe  proper  service  of  the  General  Gurern- 
ment." 

These  views  were  presented  by  one  of  Ihe  Senators 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clat.]   These  views  were  sustain- 

ed  by  the  minority  which  were  found  on  the  depoaite 
bill  of  the  last  session:  and  it  could  not  be  objected  to 
by  that  minority,  that  from  those  with  whom  they  differ- 
ed in  sentiment  they  could  oblsin  support  for  the  course 
wtiich  they  pursued.  It  is  the  pledge  that  we  shall  have 
aid  in  relieving  the  people  Tom  burdens  of  a  grievous 
character,  and  a  pledge  which  we  have  a  right  to  insut 
on  being  fulfilled. 

But,  sir,  his  opponents  were  not  sat'tsfied  with  the 
course  whicti  the  President  elect  had  pursued  before  the 
nation  in  a  long  life  of  political  actiont  they  were  not 
satinfied  with  his  open  and  avowed  declarations,  but  in 
every  section  of  the  countiy  he  was  represented  to  en- 
tertain different  views,  but  always  those  which  might  be 
particularly  unpoptilar.  [  will  not  attempt  to  follow  the 
whole  trail),  but  I  cannot  forego  the  opportunity  of  re- 
ferring to  one  of  the  means  called  into  action  against 
him.  I  allude  to  the  fact  of  dragging  his  opinions  on  re- 
ligious mtnners  into  the  pulilical  contest.  His  opponents, 
aware  of  the  prejudice  existing  against  one  creed  in  this 
country,  eagerly  seizeil  upon  it  lo  operate  with  effect 
upon  some  portion  of  our  citizens.  We  are  told  that 
the  votes  of  Slates  were  given  sgain»t  him  on  this  rea- 
son. 'I'hc  spirit  of  intolerance — that  spirit  which  bM  at 
all  times,  and  in  all  countries,  left  the  evidences  of  its 
triumphs  in  the  blasted  happiness  and  withered  prosper- 
ity of  thousands,  was  hroui;ht  into  the  contest.  In  vain 
was  Ihe  avowal  of  my  colleague  [llr.  Vandebfoxl]  in 
favor  of  the  csntlidate,  sho«ing  that  he  did  not  enter- 
tain certain  opinions.  It  was  insisted,  that  even  if  he  did 
nut  entertain  them,  yet  he  had  been  guiliy,  at  least,  of 
an  act  which,  in  England,  would  have  rendered  him  lia- 
ble lo  the  pains  and  penalties  of  a  praeaunire.  But  even 
in  England,  under  an  enlightened  and  liberal  legislation, 
that  badge  of  barbarity  had  been  destroyed,  and  in  iliis 
country  never  hud  existed.  Putiialiment  was  due  for  the 
transgression,  and  the  guilty  muit  be  reached  lhnni];h 
the  ballut-box.  Sir,  nn  language  can  express  the  deep 
humiliation  with  which  I  refer  lo  this  topici  1  feel  that  in 
a  land  of  freedom — that  land  which  gave  to  the  ciiuse  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty  a  Carroll,  snd  contains  the 
ashes  of  him  whose  pride  was  not  alone  lo  have  been  the 
author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  but  of  the 
code  to  secure  freedom  of  conscience — that  there  is  a 
Rpirit  which  would  drive  a  pnriiun  of  our  fellow  citizens 
from  the  advantages  of  the  Government,  and  place  tliein 
as  outcasts  without  the  pale  of  your  consiilutitin.  If  this 
is  lo  be  the  consequence  of  entertaining  certain  opin- 
ions, your  constitution  will  be  a  mnckery,  your  pledge 
of  equality  of  rights  is  violated.  Are  Ihey  who  have 
unloosed  this  whir  lwind  blind  to  the  ravsRes  it  has  else- 
where committed'  Are  they  desirous  of  substituting 
the  war  of  Fanaticism  for  the  peace  and  charity  which 
ex'st  at  present  throogli  the  country'  Let  them  consid- 
er that  the  persecution  which  follows  and  cru^sone 
sect  to-day  may  turn  □"i^-^.^go^e^^fe-  Let 
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them  not  hope  to  be  able  *<to  dieck  ihe  fiery  tteedt 
Ihry  hive  driven  to  the  eige  of  the  precipice,*'  and  to 
Mve  themsehret  from  dithiiiK  down  into  the  abyn  where 
myriad*  lie  entombed  Ihe  victim  of  k  limiltr  apirit!  !■ 
this  the  ige  in  which  tuch  Kcnes  are  to  be  enacted^  No, 
sirt  exlin^ith  the  lights  of  civilization  and  intelligence, 
before  you  iHumine  the  torch  of  f>naticism.  Its  lurid 
gUre  will  be  loat  in  the  blaze  of  freedom.  Bring  back 
ihedayaof  Ihe  Vandal  and  the  Goth.  Let  then  the  min- 
istert  of  savage  orgies  shout  with  joy  around  the  tombs 
of  the  dead  they  have  violated,  and  with  frantic  exulta- 
tion amid  the  bUztng  ruin*  of  ■eminaries  of  learninKi  at 
such  a  time,  let  the  demon  of  persecution  be  unchained, 
and  ruth  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other. 
But  if  we  desire  peace,  if  we  seek  for  the  ererciw  of 
feelings  of  charity,  we  must  not  violate  the  spirit  of  thst 
constitution  which  secures  proleclinn  to  all.  I'be  perse- 
cution of  the  ballot-box  b  but  the  preourtor  of  penal 
legislation.  We  muM  not  permit  the  bdlot-box  to  be 
converted  into  an  engine  of  oppreaiion  upon  any  portion 
of  our  countrymen.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  amongst 
those  who  are  denounced  are  those  whose  inti^rity 
and  devotion  to  the  country  are  not  to  be  questioned) 
that  Ihey  are  ^our  fellow -citizens,  who  sik  for  nothing 
more  than  Iheir  eonalilutional  rights,  and  ought  not,  will 
not,  submit  to  teas.  1  cannot  be  mistaken  in  my  coun- 
trymen* or  our  institutions,  when  I  lay  that  in  the  Intel' 
ligence  and  Ihe  liberality  which  should  ever  diitin- 
gu  ih  Americans,  there  is  a  guarantee  for  liberty  of  con- 
Bcrcnce  which  can  never  be  destroyed;  and  that  Ameri- 
can liberty  consists  in  freedom  of  opinion,  freedom  of 
industry,  IVeedom  of  conscience. 

We  hsve  been  lold  that  the  approaching  administra- 
tion will  be  brought  into  power  by  the  vilest  meansj  that 
it  is  the  triumph  of  the  New  York  system.  I  find  that 
il  is  the  fuhiun  of  the  hour  In  refer  to  that  Slste.  Her 
immense  resources,  her  natural  and  artificial  advantages, 
are  psrsHed  to  excite  a  jraloiisy  sgainnt  her  interests 
Bti<l  lier  inns.  Is  this  the  spirit  in  which  this  Union  wa^ 
franed,  or  can  be  maintRined?  W)iy,  to  secure  a  petty 
triumph  of  parly,  is  this  rffbri  msde  to  array  section 
BKa'Ust  section,  State  sgwiint  Slate?  in  aorrow,  nol  in 
anj^er,  have  I  beard  Ihe  charges  nude  against  that 
Stale.  1  have  witnessed  the  efTurii  to  injure  lier  fair 
fnmet'but  sitll  I  look  upon  my  native  Slate  with  pride. 
Nol  one  particle  of  her  reputation  is  yet  larnislicd.  That 
Stale  can  l<jiik  back  upon  ihe  past  with  high  satiifaclion, 
an.l  look  forwitrd  to  the  future  with  the  brigtitest  antici- 
pations. '  What,  si--,  has  been  her  system?   Si'c  htB  had 

a  gianl'a  stren^h,  but  she  has  used  it  like  a  )tiant." 
SI<e  stands  erect  in  the  consciousneas  of  her  ucrificea  to 
f'c  independence,  the  liberty  of  Ihe  country,  ami  to  the 
Uition  of  these  Stales-    She  present*  to  you  her  Ssralo. 

as  her  evidence  of  her  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Ihe 
Hrvolutiim.  Kvery  point  of  her  whole  frontier  is  Ihe 
tlieutre  of  rcniktsncc  to  the  Invaviun  of  a  savage  or  a  civ- 
ilizeil  foe.  In  peace,  ss  in  war,  no  sordid  p-Jicy  has 
characterized  her  course.  I  challerge  gentlemen  to 
point  out  in  the  votes  of  her  nepresentatives  here, 
or  in  the  legislation  of  the  S  air,  any  disposition  to  ele- 
T4te  ll'Rt  Slate  at  tlie  sacrifice  of  Ihe  rijtlita  or  intcresta 
I'f  any  section  of  tliis  confederacy.  Her  history  contains 
not  a  sin(rle  line  for  wliich  one  of  her  son*  need  blush. 
PruuJ  of  her  history,  proud  cif  her  enterprise,  for  one, 
I  wovild,  in  the  langui^e  of  one  who  h^ts  given  glory,  nut 
only  to  that  State,  but  to  the  wSole  cnnfederacy,  as 
BKin  forgrt  the  m  iiher  ihat  gave  me  binh,  as  that 
State  the  tmphies  of  whose  system  may  be  seen  in  the 
unrivalled  prosperity  of  her  millions  of  inhabitants. 
The  power  she  wields  was  never  exercised  for  oppres- 
si-in.  Mighty  bhe  has  been,  but  none  has  been  n^ore 
me>  k.  be  the  equ  >),  not  the  superior,  of  her  sister 
Stat  8,  has  ever  been  her  object.    Gratitude  demands 


tfaia  bumble  tribute  from  one  who  owes  her  luich;  ar4 
Justice  require!  that  ber  character  should  nol  be  miarep' 
rewnied. 

This  debste,  sir,  is  the  announcement  of  a  coutse  of 
policy  which  the  country  ought  fully  lo  understand. 
What  is  llie  development  thst  we  have  seen  made? 
That  opposition  ts  at  once  to  be  formed  to  the  comirg 
administrsiion.    We  are  told  that  a  war  is  lo  be  wa^ed, 
a  war  of  extermination,  against  bim  who  has  been  placed 
in  power  by  the  sscrifice  of  the  principles  of  libeity.  A 
war  against  the  man  is  to  be  declared.    Why  not  avow 
at  onco  a  atruggle,  a  "  war  to  the  knife,"  with  the  de- 
mocracy    Where  is  the  evidence  of  the  violation  of  aay 
rights  by  (he  successful  csndidate?   Where  the  proof 
that,  in  his  triumphant  march  to  tbe  Capitol,  he  has  dtriv- 
en  his  chsriot  with  savage  exultation  over  the  mangled 
corse  of  your  constitution?   if  oppusiiion  is  at  once  to 
be  arrsyed,  let  the  country  know  it.  Icannot  believe  thai 
he  who  sustains  tbe  comii>g  adminisi  ration  must  neccs* 
sarily  be  a  *<  traitor  lo  the  interests  of  the  SoutJi,^aa  we 
beard  in  this  discussion.  1  will  not  admit  Ibat  the  South, 
which  has  but  within  a  fcw  short  weeks  past  given  evi- 
dence of  its  confidence,  is  at  once  lo  be  marshalled  in 
opposition,  and  that  this  position  is  to  be  assumed — that 
no  m.>tier  with  what  purity,  no  matter  wilb  wl>at  patri- 
otism* no  matter  with  ahat  success,  the  policy  of  tbe 
coming  administration  may  be  distinguished,  still  it  must 
be  paralysed,  still  it  must  be  crushed,  must  be  annihi- 
lated.   This  I  will  nut  sdmit.  The  people  will  afford  to 
their  Chief  M»gistrate  tbe  same  lemty  and  the  same  rule 
Ihey  would  apply  to  the  humblest  servant  in  the  public 
service.  They  will  judge  of  bim  by  his  scU.  It  will  be  ia 
s-ain  to  denounce  the  manner  in  which  he  waa  elected — 
none  could  be  more  honorable.  In  vain  » ill  they  denoonce 
the  success  of  the  man— they  will  discover  lhat  Ihe  >trug< 
gle  which  has  closed  was  not  concluded  by  the  iriumpb 
of  any  man.    Let  me  assure  gentlemen  it  is  not  tfae  ft*. 
URiph  <if  the  candidate  which  causes  the  exultation  which 
Ihry  observe  on  every  lide^    U  is  the  triumph  of  tbe 
true  principles  of  your  Government  of  the  Uniooi  il  is 
the  Iriumpli  ijf  tbe  people.    We  have  been  told  that  tbe 
people  have  been  ri^uted  by  tlie  pDctorian  colioita.  Nr, 
sir;  gentlemen  mistake  U<e  scattered  and  retreatiiig 
bands,    'f'tie  people  sre  nut  teen  8)ing  in  eveiy  diric- 
tiun.    The  people  are  nol  vanquished,  but  vicKuioas 
proudly  victorious.    They  are  victors  over  con.binatioas 
unheard  of  in  the  annals  of  political  warfare)  victors  over 
misreprestrntationt  victors  over  prejudice;  victors  over 
principles  of  e*-ery  nature.    "  The  flag  of  the  country 
IS  still  flying."   Sir,  I  repeat  the  Ungitage  of  tbe  gea- 
lleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisx:]  the  flag  of  the  c«un- 
Iry  is  still  flying.   We  differ,  sir,  as  to  the  chirader  of 
that  ensign.   Il  is  not  tbe  drtgKou  blancj  not  the  flag 
wilha^ngle  star  emblaaoned  on  iu  folda;  nut  the  flag 
which  was  seen  flying  on  one  portion  «  f  yuur  coas*,  the 
signal  for  the  advsnce  of  a  hostile  fleet,  but  the  flag 
which  floated  in  triumph  over  Jeffersoni  wliich  waa  aeea 
amidst  the  bl»ze  of  an  enemy's  cannon  in  the  dsysof 
Madiaunt  that  flag  around  which  have  a]wa)S  rallied  the 
unierrified  friends  of  llbertyt  that  banner  is  alill  flying; 
nevt-r,  1  trust,  never  to  be  struck  down.    And  wtio,  a-r, 
are  the  prxtorian  band*  uho  are  rushing  lo  the  rcwue? 
Look,  sir,  to  the  majority  of  ibis  House;  to  a  msjorityof 
the  other  branch  of  your  Legislsiurei  a  m&jority  of  the 
people  of  this  c.runtry.   You  may  ate  them  rushing  frasi 
the  granite  hills  ol  ilie  Kast;  you  will  find  then  p'Hir^^ 
do*  n  in  borJcs  from  ihe  Norlli.    They  are  to  be  found 
in  the  boundless  and  fertile  prairies  of  the  Weat,  and 
may  be  seen  gathering  from  tbe  chivalrous  South,  evcB 
from  the  Old  Dominion.   On  tvery  side  the  yeoiasnry 
oi  the  land  have  been  esger  to  rally  under  this  iabantm. 
And  yet  these  are  the  maraudHV^lbe  tiunbaodf,  tbe 
obedient  janixarlei.  tfefgiP/^'gjifecftjJgle*" 
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Abolitkm  in  the  Did  riot  of  ColoablBt  m  memoTiil  trom 
tb*  grwid  jnrjr  of  Wuhtnglon  omniy,  507* 
706, 

AhbajM  ftnd  Hinissippi;  ■  bill  to  advance  a  million  dol- 
lars on  (be  tvo  per  cent,  buid  fund  of  tbeie 
States,  986t  biU  hid  on  tbc  table. 

Alijrii,  Gnptain  Praneii;  •  bill  to  remunerate  bim  for 
conveying  General  Lafayefte,  in  the  year  1834, 
ordered  to  be  engrotsea*  988. 

AmcricMi  Coloaization  Societyt  menorial  for  a  ebarler 
for  it,  564)  nemorial  laid  on  tbc  table,  568| 
motioB  to  take  up  rejected. 

Appropriation  bill  for  (he  canl  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  tfae  GoTcmment  for  the  year  1837,  read  a 
third  lime  and  paned,  1018. 

AppropriatioM  for  the  amy,  nary,  Indiana,  llght-bonses, 
fcc,  will  be  found  under  the  sereral  heads  of 
4r«iy,  JVairy,  &c. 

Arbucfclc,  Colonet;  a  bill  for  his  relief,  991)  neratir- 
ed. 

Araory  billi  a  bill  to  establish  a  foundiy  or  armory  in 
tbc  West  or  Southwest,  arsenak  in  tbe  States 
in  which  noM  have  yet  been  establiahed,  and 
depots  for  arm*  in  eertain  States  and  Territo- 
ries, WM  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  800;  and 
passed. 

Belgiunii  a  bill  from  the  House,  respecting  the  doties  on 
Belgian  veaaels  and  their  cargoes,  was  connd- 
ered  and  ordered  to  Its  third  reading,  800|  bill 
passed.  806. 

Booki^  on  the  distribution  of|  a  resDlutien  for  ^ribu- 
'   tbig  tbe  American  State  Papers  among  the  new 

Semlori,  7S5(  laid  on  tbe  table, 
for  conHnittee  roomi,  a  resolution  for  supplying, 
laid  on  the  Ubie.  1010. 

Boming  of  the  public  building*]  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend 
the  act  for  (be  jHiniihment  of  certain  crimes 
Sfainst  the  Unhed  States  was  considered  and 
ordered  to  a  tUrd  reading.  803}  bill  passed, 
806. 

Cherokee  Indianst  a  memorial  from  3,500  Indians,  east 
and  west  of  the  Missiaaippi,  remonstrating 
against  a  treaty  ratified  at  the  last  sesdon,  as 
fraudulent,  hud  on  Uie  table,  1010. 

Choctaw  resemtionsi  a  bill  to  adjust  certain  claims  to 
reservations  of  land  under  the  14th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1830,  853|  the  bin  was  Uid  overt 
Mdered  to  be  engrossed,  873|  and  afterwards 
passed. 

Goal;  petitions  praying  for  a  duty  on  this  article,  19. 

Commerce  and  navigation;  yearly  statement  to.be  made 
at  the  commencement  of  every  session  of  Con- 
gress, by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  5;  agreed 

to. '18. 

Copy-rif^ts  to  foreigners;  an  address  from  a  number  of 
British  authors  on  tiie  subject,  670t  the  memo- 
rial was  hid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 

Courts  of  United  SUtes,  a  memorial  praying  for  a  build- 
ing for,  at  Philadelphia,  335. 

CumberhBd  roadt  a  bill  fur  the  continuation  of  the  Com- 
berland  ruad  in  Ohio,  Indians,  and  Illinois,  803; 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding,  807.  (See  Boad 
biU.) 
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Dana,  Jiidsh,  elected  from  the  State  of  Maine,  to  sap- 
ply  the  place  of  Ether  Sbepley,  resigned,  took 
his  seat,  79. 

Deposite  banksi  a  call  on  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  certain  information  respecting  them,  68. 
a  biU  to  extend  the  provisions  of  tbe  act  regnli^ 
ting  publio  deposites,  79;  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Dickins,  Atbury,  elected  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  6. 

Distribution  question,  on  the  fortification  bill,  993;  on  a 
motion  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  which  provided  for  a  depwite  of  tbe  sur- 
plus revenue,  on  the  lat  January  next,  with 
the  several  Stotea—motion  carried,  1008;  the 
Houae  disagreed  to  tbe  above  amendmenti  the 
Senate  insisted  on  it,  and  notified  the  House 
accordingly,  1031;  the  House  insisted  on  i(a 
dis^eement,  and  ihe  Senate,  after  forther 
debate,  adhered  to  its  vote,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
1034. 

Duties  the  reduction  of,  proposed  to  be  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Manuliietures,  70. 
a  bill  for  the  remisrion  of  duties  on  goods  destroy- 
ed by  fire  at  tin  Inte  conflagration  in  New 
York,  847;  ordered  to  ■  reading,  and 
passed. 

Expunging  tbe  Journal;  notice  given  by  Mr.  Benlon  of 
his  intention  of  renewing  his  motion  for  this 

Surpose  at  an  early  day,  4;  resohillon  intro* 
ueed,  138;  taken  up,  380,  438;  agreed  to, 
504;  and  ttie  journal  was  expungca  accord- 
ingly. 

Extra  sesMon  of  the  Senate,  1035. 

Fslnouth  and  Alezsndris  railroad;  a  bill  lo  aid  the  com- 
pany to  construct  (heir  road  within  tbe  District 
of  Columbia;  ttie  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third 
reading,  1031;  and  passed. 

Foreign  emigranlsi  a  memorial  ftom  mndry  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  rchtion  to  Cath- 
olic emigrants,  referred,  533. 

Fortifications,  a  bill  making  appropriattona  for,  779,  794; 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1008;  bill  lost  by 
the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  ui 
amendment.  1034. 

French  end  Neapolitan  indemnitiest  a  bill  to  anticipate 
the  payment  of  stipaUted  indemnities,  513;  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  and  passed,  1009. 

OtMsboroDgh,  Robert  H.,  from  Harylandi  bis  death  an- 
nounced by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Kent,  3. 

Hall's  rifle;  a  bill  to  remunerate  Captain  John  H.  Hall 
for  improvements  in  firearms,  988;  bill  laid  on 
the  table.  991. 

Harbors;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  bar- 
bor%  and  for  removii^  obatruelioM  at  the 
mouths  of  tivets,  1014;  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  1015;  and  passed. 

Inauguration  or  President  Van  Buren,  a  committee  of 
arrangements  appointed  for,  993. 

Indian  appropriation  bill  for  1837,  893;  ordered  to  ft 
third  reading,  and  passed. 

JohnsttHi,  Colonel  Philip,  the  petiiionof  tbe  heirs  of,  133. 

Kinnard,  Mr.,  a  Representative  from  Indiana;  a  token  of 
mourning  to  be  worn  for  thirty  days  to  hh  mem- 
ory, 7. 
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I.tnf1;  Mr.  CUy't  bill  for  diiiding  tbe  proeeedi  of  the 
iniblie  Undi  smonKSt  the  ■everal  States  30. 

Mr.  CUy'%  bill  reported  by  the  select  committee 
to  whom  it  waa  referred,  with  *n  imendment 
striking^  oat  the  whole,  eiceptinn  the  erMCtin)^ 
clftuse,  ftnd  chanffinit  iti  object,  204,  377.  419, 
512,  539,  534,  557,  667.  671,  692,  701,  726, 
753{  tbe  bill  puMd.  777. 

fmudit  a  retolatlon  caitin;  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  informatkm  on  tbii  suhjcct, 
666. 

a  fseiahin  of  the  public  land)  a  bill  introduced  to 
effect  the  object,  739,  780j  laid  on  the  table, 
794. 

liws  and  deciaionci  retolutioni  calling  on  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  and  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  ftimUh  information  on  tbeae  aub- 
jecta,  967t  agreed  to. 
I^owrie.  Waller,  reaigns  faia  ofRee  of  Secretary  of  tbe 
Senate,  5. 

light^MNiaeit  a  biti  making  appropriationa  for  light- 
houaeii,  light'boala,  lic,  for  the  year  1837,  or- 
dered to  be  engrosaed,  1009t  and  afterwarda 
paaaed. 

McKinley,  John,  elected  u  a  Senator  For  Alabama,  from 
the  4th  nf  March  nextf  his  credentials  present* 
ed  by  Mr.  King.  204. 

McCartney,  Johnt  a  bill  for  his  relief  ordered  to  be  en- 
groaaed,  986. 

Madiaon's  writings;  a  letter  from  the  President  in  rela- 
tion to  a  purcbaae  and  publication  of  ihem,  4; 
the  report  of  (he  committee  was  taken  up  for 
coniideration,  849t  and  ordered  to  a  third  read* 
■ngt  discussed  and  passed,  872. 

Marine  corpn  reaohilion  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  construction 
of  tbe  act  of  June,  1834,  kc.,  535. 

Meade,  Richard  W.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  executrix 
of,  557f  bill  passed,  846. 

Mexico,  a  measage  of  the  PTeatdent  in  relation  to  inju- 
riM  sustained  from  the  Government  of,  733. 
and  United  States;  a  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Retaliona  on  the  subject,  854|  order* 
ed  to  be  printed,  857;  taken  up,  982)  and  re- 
port concurred  with,  986. 

Micb'^n;  a  ntessage  from  tbe  President  stating  its  read- 
ittera  for  admission  into  the  Union,  1?8. 
a  bill  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan  Into  the 
Union  introduced,  167,  304;  considered  and 
passed,  325. 

Messrs.  Norvell  and  Lyon,  her  Senalon^  were 

qualified,  and  took  tlieir  aeals,  550,  563. 

Military  appropriation  bill  taken  up,  795;  passed,  798. 

Military  establishment  of  the  United  States;  a  bill  to  in- 
crease it,  and  for  other  purpoaes,  ordered  to 
its  third  reading,  797;  bill  passed,  840. 

Mint  bill;  a  bill  supplemental  to  (he  act  for  ealabliahing 
a  mint  am  reguhting  the  coins,  326(  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  327;  and  afterwards  pass- 
ed. 

NstioMl  bank  in  New  York)  a  memorial  from  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  favor  of  such  an  insiitutivn,  418, 

737. 

Ifeval  service,  a  bill  making  apprnpriationa  for,  for  the 
year  1837,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1014; 
and  subsequently  passed. 

Nours%  Josepbf  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  in 
his  case,  645. 

Order,  points  of,  707,  708. 

Patent  Office;  an  inquiry  instituted  into  tbe  extent  of  tbe 
loss  lately  sustained  by  fire,  21. 
a  bin  supplementary  to  the  act  for  tbe  improve- 
ment of  the  useful  arts  79S\  ordered  to  t>e  en- 
grossed, 797;  and  afterwarda  passed. 


Pierce,  VnmfcSii,  etooted  a  Scoalor  froa  New  HaMp. 

shire  for  nx  years  froM  the  4tb  of  March  next; 

Mr.  Hubbard  presented  bis  credentials,  872. 
Pilots,  a  bill  concerning,  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 

1009. 

Post  Office;  an  inquiry  insUtuted  into  the  oanse  of  tbe 
destruction  of  the  late  General  Post  OBce 
■  building,  19. 

nepartnentt  a  bill  to  give  security  to  correqMmd* 
ence  between  the  United  States  and  fm^ii 
comttias,  providing  for  additional  olerka,  aad 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  buildiog,  was  ndered 
to  be  engrossed,  md  subsequently  passed,  1009. 
President's  annual  meaaagc  received,  (see  Jj^mUXt)  3. 

message  in  relation  to  a  eommonieation  betwcca 
the  Atkntie  and  Pacific  oceans,  343. 

message  in  retation  to  Mexico  aod  Texas,  534. 

letter  to  Mr.  Cdhoun,  in  reference  to  a  speech 
made  by  tbst  gentleman,  in  whiA  be  chaiges 
those  in  power  with  specolating  in  Ibe  pobBc 
lands,  753. 

message  convening  an  extra  seaaioD  of  tbe  Senate, 

1035. 

President  and  Vice  President,  a  joint  committee  appoint- 
ed  for  eouoUng;  tbe  votes  for,  617,  €98, 777- 

Revenue,  a  bill  for  the  reductira  of,  htfrodoeed,  5G9. 

Road  bilit  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
and  construction  of  certain  roads^  (nx 
tbe  Cundierland  road,)  ordered  to  a  tbiid 
ing  and  passed,  1019. 

Scott,  Oenerali  resohilion  ealling  on  tbe  President  for  s 
copy  of  the  proceedii^  of  tbe  lale  court  of  i»- 
qui^  at  Frederick,  in  relation  to  tbe  Fkwida 
war,  840;  referred  to  tte  Cofflorittee  on  MiE- 
i*ry  Affairs,  846. 

Senators,  a  list  of,  2. 

Sick  and  diaablrd  seamen;  aresolutioncalfing on  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury  for  information  as  to  tbe 
cost  of  ereetiDff  bosphala  for  relief  of  seamca, 

690. 

Slave  imiperty,  foreign  agrres^  upon;  h  resohtian 
caDi  ng  tm  the  Prement  fer  infiimiation  In  repaid 
to  tbe  authorities  of  Bermuda  having  committed 
aggresuon  on  a  Bautbem  veaael  freighted  ^di 
slaves,  and  driven  by  distress  into  that  port,  725. 

Spenee,  John,  8.,  elected  a  Senator  from  Harytaad,  to 
supply  the  place  of  the  late  Mr.  Ooldsborought 
his  credentuils  presented  by  bis  oolteague,  Mr. 
Kent,  360;  re-elected  for  six  years  from  the  4'h 
of  March  next,  981. 

Standing  ctHnihitteea  appointed,  6,  7. 

Steam  boiler  bill  ordered  to  a  thh^  reading,  777;  sad 
afterwards  passed. 

Surplus  revenue;  a  bill  to  renew  in  part  the  deposite  bill 
of  the  last  session,  introduced,  376. 

Tariff;  a  bill  reducing  the  duties  on  certain  imported  u- 
ticlcB;  the  bill  taken  up  and  conridered,  872. 

Texas,  a  message  from  the  Prerident  respecting,  104. 
a  propoaition  for  acknowledgii^  asan  independ- 
ent Slate,  360,  797;  postpODed,  986;  resslu* 
tion  agreed  to,  1013. 
'  a  motion  made  to  reconsider  the  above  vote,  and 
negatived.  1019. 

Treasury  circular;  a  resolution  offered  for  its  repeal,  8, 
21,  70,  89,  104,  188.  172,  327.  360,  533,  577, 
619,  636,  778;  bill  passed,  778. 

Unexpended  appropriations;  a  motion  to  print  a  docs* 
ment  lately  received  from  the  Trauury  Depart- 
ment on  this  siibjeet,  150;  sfreed  to,  167. 

United  Stales  courts,  (see  Cbttrtt.) 

Vice  Prendent,  retirement  of,  and  bis  address  on  tbe  oc> 
casioa,  617. 

Ihanka  of  tbe  Senate  for  bis  impartiality,  dignity, 
and  ability,  in  the  chair,  635. 
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Vio«  Pmident  pro  Umport,  Mr.  King  deeted,  6i8|  hii 
ftddrewi  on  faikiH^  tbe  chair. 

RfelMrd  H.  Jubnsoti  elected  by  the  Senate  Vice 
PreMdent  of  the  United  States  for  four  years, 
cmnnienclng  on  (he  Hareh,  1897,  no  elec- 
tion baviiqr  been  omde  by  tbe  college  of  elect- 
ort,  738;  liis  letter  of  grateful  acknowledg- 
nWRt  of  hia  election,  779;  takes  hii  oath  of  of- 
fioe,  enters  on  the  duties  of  President  of  Ihe 
Senate,  and  delivers  an  address,  1035. 
Volunteers;  a  biS  Co  make  oompeiMtien  to  tbe  Kentucky 
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Trcuury  oirculir,  376. 
knd  biU,  530.  535.  550,  A$3,  660,  661. 
riwiitioa  of  stovcrf  in  theDiiUriei^  CohinU*, 

706,  711. 
bill  for  ceding  tbe  public  had*,  792. 
bill  to  MMOd  Um  uit  for  tbe  punMiaent  of  oer- 

Uin  oriroee  agtimt  tbe  United  Staler  801- 
bill  to  incrcue  the  mi)it*ry  Mt«blMiaWDt»  839. 
reductimi  of  tbe  tariff.  978. 
bill  to  remunerate  Ciptain  Hall  for  iDprovemeiita 

in  firearoM,  988,  991. 
Walker,  Mr.,  Mimaippi,  on  publie  depoiilei,  84,  86. 
Um  admiiMoD  of  MichigaD,  326. 
on  acknowledging  Texaa,  360,  537,  797,  986, 

1010,  1012. 

tho  land  bill,  377.  380.  419.  513,  513,  539,  530, 

534,  557,  559,  560,  561,  663,  667,  668,  679, 

694,  695,  696,  738,  729,  731. 
Treanry  circular,  533,  619,  778. 
AmerioM  Cokmisatiod  Society,  565. 
bill  for  oeding  tbe  public  landi,  750,  787. 
Cumberland  road  bill.  807. 
Cboctaar  reaemtionB  of  Und,  854. 
Wall,  Mr.,  New  Jersey,  on  tbe  pctitian  of  tbe  heirs  of 

tbe  late  Colonel  Pbllip  Jobnatoa,  133. 
abolition  in  tbe  Diririet  of  Cohl^a.  507,.  511. 
reductimi  of  tarifT,  879,  883. 
diMribution  question,  1007.  * 
supplying  the  eomndtie*  rooaa  vUh  certun 

books.  1010. 

Webster,  Hr..  Hassiichusett%  on  repaalins*  Treasury 
circular,  18,  89,  635,  643. 


Webster,  Mr.,  llMB.,fffi|MtMiMBbr*4riir (»«M^  >9i. 
depoaita  banlu,  68. 
expuagkig  reaohrtiM,  4fi9. 

land  bill,  669,  695. 

abolitiea  in  tbe  XKshiot  of  CoMm,  714,  715, 

730.- 

memorial  in  fitvor  of  a  national  bank,  737. 
bill  for  ceding  tbe  public  Isndi^  740^  744,  784. 
report  of  conuiittee  on  Hr.  Madison**  vritings, 

861.  * 
reduction  of  tariff;  873,  874,  880,  954,  958.  966. 
call  on-tbe  Seoretary  of  tbe  Treasury  and  Snon- 

Ury  of  tbe  Senate  for  tafHOMtion,  967. 
disttibulian  question,  998,  1008. 
White,  Mr.,  TenncMek  on  tbc  admission  vi  Mwhigvi. 

394. 

Und  bill,  559.  677.  681,  694. 

abolition  in  tbe  l>istriet-<rf  <3olumbia,  713. 

bill  to  oompeosate  tbe  Kentnefcy  and  Tennessee 

volunteers,  807. 
on  CboGUw  reset vations  oS  land,  854,  873. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  893. 
Wright,  Mr.,  New  Ytwk,  on  uneKpeadndappMpriationib 
153. 

tlie  mint  bill,  336. 
■urplus  revenue,  377. 

French  and  Neapblitan  indemniAm,  513,  515, 

518,  531,533. 
reductitm  of  tbe  revenue.  569,  577. 
land  bill.  693. 

a  bill  to  remit  duties  ob  gnods  deattiwed  by  te 

at  New  York.  847,  848,  849.  . 
reduction  oftartT,  873,  873,  874,  875,  878,  879, 

930,  930,  965. 
distribution  question,  993,  1030^  1033,  1033. 
barbor  bUI,  1014. 


INDEX  TO  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Abelilion  memorialu,  1130t  resolution  that  all  memoriab 
of  this  ku)d  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without 
reading  or  debate,  1130,  1156,  1339.  1396, 
1397,  1411.  1424k  1513.  1585. 

Amendment  of  the  conslitutioni  a  report  on  tbe  subject. 
1510. 

Anderson,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  repi-esentatives 

of,  1296;  rejected,  1313. 
Appiopriation  bill,  oivil  and  diplanatic,  3010,  3099, 
3143,paaMd.  3145. 
navy,  (see  Navy.) 
army,  (see  Army.') 
Indian,  (see //wian.) 
Army  I  a  bill  makiag  appropriations  for  tbe  amy  for 
1837,  1130.  1554,  1756,  1908,  1949{  passed, 
1958. 

a  bill  lu  increase  the  niilitary  establishment.  3149; 
bill  passed. 

Alchafalaya  ratlroadt  a  bill  grantmg  a  right  of  way 
through  tbe  public  lands  for  tlus  road,  1420|  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed.  1434.  « 

Baok  of  United  Slatesf  a  bill  providing  fur  the  punish* 
ment  of  reissuing  its  note%  1897. 
a  resolution  proposing  to  prohibit  tbe  receipt 
of  the  notea  of  the  Ute  bank  for  debts  due  the 
Government,  until  they  shall  cease  to  be  re- 
issued by  its  oITieers.  &c..  1944. 
a  memorial  from  tbe  president  and  directors 
thereof,  1947. 


Bounty  landst  tbe  Comnuttee  oo  tbe  Public  Lands  are 
inrtniotnd  to  inqaim  into  tbe  ezpediencv  of 
altering  tbe  biwaan  lhis«abjeot,anaitoailew 
loeMions  to  be  made  ou  any  bnda  aubject  to 
entry  at  private  ssl^  1051. 

Breed,  £benezer.  a  bill  for  relief  o^  ordered  to  n  third 
reading,  1434(  biU  passed,  1513. 

Buffalo  harbor;  a  resolution  directing  the  Sooretary  o( 
War  to  report  the  survi^  and  esaminatioB  of  s 
harbor  at  the  east  end  (tf  Eric,  1513; 
agreed  to. 

Canada  tradet  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  en 
Commerce  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ic- 
vi«i^  the  lavs  regulating  trade  on  tbe  (rontiei^ 
1513{  not  passed. 

Ceosure  of  Hr.  Auaosi  a  proposed  resolution  to  tbst 
eflect,  1610. 

Cbs^ainsi  one  ordered  to  be  elected  for  each  House,  to 
interchange  weekly;  Rev.  Mr.  Comstock  elect- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  Uoua^  1133. 

Coal;  a  petition  from  Hsssacluisetts.  prayiog  for  a  duly 
on  foreign  coal.  1049. 

Cuflee.  General  John,  a  Itepiesrntative  from  Georgisj 
bis  death  aiiDouiMcd  by  his  coUeague.  Mr. 
Haynes,  and  tbe  usual  mourning  ocdeicd,  1046. 

Cotonisation  Society  t  a  petition  from  Kentucky,  asking 
pecuniary  aid  from  Congrew  for  thia  aoekir. 
.         1585f  subject  laid  on  thctahle. 

petUion  from  Colooixattoa  Soeiely,  1755. 
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OomMiitee^  sppointed,  1046. 

Commiltee  of  inmtlgationi  comphint  from  manbers  of 

tbfl  (MHnmtttee,  of  a  ccrttin  paWiciHoa  In-the 

olBeiil  journal,  1573.  * 
Commerce  and  navigation;  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treatary  on  the  subject,  ordered  to  be 

printed,  3156. 

Contempts  of  the  Houae  a  readution  propoKd,  to  define 
the  offienoe;  rejected^  1755. 

Cruy*  laaac  K.,  appeared  as  the  RepreieirtatiTe  from 
Michi^n}  took  his  seat,  1504. 

C««ak  reservations}  a  bill  to  authorize  Mdes  of  tboaa 
mervatioM,  3155. 

Crimea  fai  the  DisMet  of  Cohmbia,  stated  in  a  message 
from  the  President  United  States,  1413{  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Gumbettend  roadt  a  resolution  from  the  State  of  IlUaoit, 
in  relation  to  this  road,  1133. 
ft  bHI  for  its  continuance,  3073i  passed,  2076. 

Currency  billi  a  bill  designating  the  funds  receivable 
for  the  revenoe,  3085t  passed,  3090. 

Danftt  N>  It  L.|  a  bill  to  refund  certain  dutici  paid  on 
salt,  1388|  bill  itjccted,  143a 
a  motion  to  reconsider  the  above  vote  of  re- 
jection; bill  laid  on  the  table,  1513. 

Dawson,  William  C,  a  nev  member  from  Georeia, 
elected  to  supply  tbe  i^ee  of  General  Coffee, 
deceased,  totA  hi*  seat,  1156. 

Decatur,  Susan;  a  resolation  grantii^  her  a  pension, 
1571)  passed. 

Deporile  banks;  a  resolution  caIliiig>on  tbe  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  communicate  the  dividends  and 
surpluses  remaining  in  the  several  deposlle 
banks,  for  the  years  1833,  '34,  '35,  and  '36, 
1177,  1312;  agreed  to,  1226. 

Diekaon,  David,  late  a  RepresCnUtlve  from  Mississippi; 

hitdeath  aonounccd  by  his  colleague.  Mr.  Clai- 
borne, and  a  resolution  passed  for  wearing 
crape  for  one  month,  in  testimony  of  respect  for 
hia  memory,  1045. 

DittributioR  surplus;  a  resolution  directing  tbe  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Meana  to  report  a  bill  to  amend 
tbe  13th  section  of  tbe  act  of  last  session  to  regu- 
late tbe  deposiles  of  public  money,  by  releasing 
tbe  several  States  from  any  obligBtion  to  return 
'         the  sane,  1051 1  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Distribution  qnestiont  a  motion  on  the  subject,  1926, 
1958|  bill  paasMl,  1991. 

Darctt,  Louis,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  bein  of,  1316. 

Puties,  amount  of;  a  resolution  calling  on  Secretary  of 
tbe  Treasury  for  the  amount  of  doty  collected 
on  salt,  &e.,  1163)  agreed  to. 
dlaeriminalingi  a  t»U  repealing  then  on  Dutch 
and  Belgian  veasala,  3093;  passed. 

Elskieor,  ft  petitien  relative  to  the  quarantine  aU  1437. 

Executive  aidministratlon;  so  mucb  of  the  Preddrat's 
message  as  rehttea  to  l  be  executive  departments 
referred  to  select  oonmittee,  1057. 
departments;  a  resolution  proposing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  eon- 
duet  of  the  different  departmeiMa,  1170,  1399, 
1573;  agreed  to. 
report  from  tbe  above  oonmittee  ordered  to  be 
printed,  3143. 

Exploring  expedition;  resolution  calling  on  the  President 
for  information  of  its  progress^  1570;  agreed  to. 

Fire  companies  in  the  District  of  Culumbiai  a  bill  to  or- 
ganize them,  passed,  3093. 

FoMigft  graioi  Committee  on  i^rienltuK  were  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  aboliabing 
the  duties  on  it,  1050.  . 

Feie^pi  consuls;  resohtfiOQ  dire^ii^  the  Oommiltee  on 
Foreign  AlTaira  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  office  of  agent  of  chims  at 
4'ari8  and  London,  1173. 


TanVMkaati  a  bIH  makaw  apprtftJifatkma  for  eertaln 
fortifieathHisfbr  1^7,  1130, 1930, 1958.  3095, 
3145;  aeommiUeeof  conference  appoloted  be- 
tween  tiie  two  Heusea,  3148;  the  oommiltee  can- 
not agree;  tbe  Hovae  reliimite  reeedeftem 
their  diaagreemeot. 

Freedom  efeleetieMiMtioe  of  Hr.  BcUofliiiieteBlion 
to  introduee  a  bUl  to  scoore  tbe  freedom  of 
electionB,  1453,  1516. 

Freeob  spbKations  |wier  to  1800;  a  motion  to  print  a  list 
of  the  daioumta,  3141 1  agreed  to. 

Geolofpeal  recoonoissanec;  a  resolution  proposing  the 
printing  of  an  extra  number  of  a  report  on  this 
Mbjeet,  by  Mr.  Feathetitonbangb,  1163}  re- 
fernsd  to  Libtwy  Committee. 

GwmJ  Post  Officof  a  mesmge  from  the  Freddent,  en- 
closing a  document  from  the  Pottmeater  Gen- 
eral, 1138;  referred. 

Harbor  bill.  1991,  3059,  3146;  passed. 

Herod,  William  from  Illinois,  appeared  and  tookhu  seat, 
in  the  place  of  Ibe  late  Hr.  Kinnard,  1451. 

Indian  aifairs;  a  bill  to  regulate  tbe  dispositioft  of  the 
proceeds  of  lands  ceded  by  Indian  irib^  1130; 
passed. 

a  bill  making  approprtatioiu  for  the  suppression  of 
Indian  hostilittes,  1130;  passed. 

a  bill  making  appropriations  for  tbe  current  ex- 
penses of  tbe  Indian  department,  1130;  passed. 

resolution  |m)posing  tojnstnwt  the  Committee  on 
,  Indian  Affairs  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 
appropriatiog  money  to  bold  treaties  and  pur- 
chase lands  from  the  Sac,  Fox,  Sioux,  and 
.Winnebago  Indians,  1148;  agreed  to,  1150. 

hostilities;  a  bill  for  additional  appropriations, 
2075;  passed. 

Indian  appropriation  bill  for  the  year  1837,  1515, 1535) 
passed,  1554. 

Investigation  repwts  aud  reaohitiont  in  relation  to  (he  de- 
porite  banks,  3076;  ordered  to  be  printed,  3093. 

Jooe%  jMin  Paul;  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 
prosecute  with  effect  tbe  claim  of  the  United 
States  against  Denmark,  for  the  value  of  prizes 
made  by  Jones  in  1779, 1754;  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Journals,  on  keeping  of;  a  resolution  offered  on  the  sub- 
ject, 1398. 

Judicial  qrstem;  a  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  to  amend 
the  same,  3147. 

Kern  and  Georgei  their  memorial,  as  clerks,  for  a  settle- 
ment, 1567,  1573;  laid  on  the  Ubie,  1573. 

Kilboom,  David,  ft  bill  for  tbe  relief  of,  1571}  pused, 
1573. 

KinmirJ,  George  L-,  late  a  meodier  from  Indiana;  bis 
death  annouoced  by  bis  colleague,  Hr.  Dsvi^ 
and  the  usual  mourning  ordered,  1047. 

Knox,  Andrew;  a  bill  for  his  iclief,  ]555{  read  a  third 
time  and  passed,  1556. 

Land  bounty;  a  resolution  instrucling  tbe  Commitlee  on' 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  a  bounty  for  disbanded  of- 
ficers, 1 175;  laid  on  the  table. 

Lands,  publiot  a  resolution  directing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of 
prohibiting  by  law  the  purchase  of  land  at  auc- 
tion, with  a  view  to  forfeit  them,  and  then  ob- 
tain them  at  Government  price,  1304;  agreed 
to,  1205. 

a  resolution  for  ^>pointing  a  select  committee  to 
ir^uire  into  tbe  expediency  oF  gnnting  to  the 
aeveral  Slates  their  just  portion  of  tlie  public 
Unds,  1343. 

a  bill  to  prohibit  Ibe  asles  of  public  Unds  except 
to  actual  settlers  in  limited  quantities,  2091;  laid 
on  the  table. 
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LBtdNn  K.  p..  Bad T.  p.  Mmm^  s bM ibrllw nKir«r. 

tcad  the  third  tkoe  nd  pived,  1396. 
Lighttettal  TMolatioR  oa  ths  •apadiMqr  of  pIftciBg 

thca  on  Nndrr  dImm.  19M(  agnad  to. 
Ught  hniWM,  a  MH  anlneg  apprapriiSoaa  fcr  light- 

houie*,  Itc,  3149)  puttd. 
LaoiMMa  had  afloei  a  kill  to  caiabM  it.  U16t  fmmtA. 
IfodiKHi  paperti  a  metnga  fmr.  the  Pmident  of  the 

Uaitcd  Slate%  aawag  tha  attmioa  of  CongreM 

to  tbefr  parebaae  and  poWcatieo,  IMTi  fahf> 

red  to  the  Libfarf  CeoHMtBa. 
Marina  boopkih,  a  bill  to  authoriae  tha  parehMa  of 

taitubl*  mtm  for,  1909}  paaed. 
Mcmbfia,  lirt  of,  IMS. 

Hei^;  a  report  aad  reMM'MOB  in  rahttaa  to  afiain  ba> 
..  twcen  that  ooontry  aad  tha  UniMd  BhNa% 

1M3. 

Hiebigant  laeHage  from  the  Pratldeat*  ea  It*  readloeH  to 

be  admitted  into  tha  Union*  1164. 
a  bill  foradmitling  Hiehigan  iatotiie  Union,  1319, 

1414.  1434,  1479i  pawed. 
If  ikage  aad  pay  of  meiabari,  a  rualutiaa  ratpeetlofr» 

1416,  1451|  ordered  to  ie  an  tht  taMa^  145S| 

further  diicuMedt  1501. 
Mim  t  a  bUI  Id  aaend  tha  act  eiiabHihiag  a  ailatt  and  reg- 

alaling  tha  ooim  of  tha  UiM  States  1144| 

puwd,  1434. 

Mlltaijr  taotiMi  two  remlationa — one  io  relation  to  im- 
proved Area  raw,  and  the  other  raUting  to  new 
nMcBM  of  ezerciie  for  the  rniliUt,  1311. 

Mwauri  (Washington  eeuntr)  Tarnpikc  Coapanri  a 
biU  to  authoriae  wid  road«  1500|  pMuS. 

National  ourrenert  a  DMmorial  from  oHiaaM  of  PenniyU 
Taaia»  for  an  amendment  of  the  oomtitnfioo  on 
thia  aubject,  1178)  referred,  1304. 

Navy;  a  biH  mahfne  appropriationa  foe  the  navid  Mrvice 
for  1837, 1130, 1563, 1769. 1863,  3098)  paaaed. 
a  bill  to  enliat  bmra  brto  the  i»tt,  ISlOi  paaad, 
3093. 

New  York  pott  oAoet  a  raeirfutkm  propanng  that  Iba 
Pool  olRee  Conmitiae  iaqiHre  lato  tha  neeciai- 
ty  of  the  ereetion  of  a  fire>proof  birildfaig»  1173t 
•greed  to. 

Order,  pointa  of,  1156.  1313. 1314, 1316,  1317, 1318, 
1319.  1330,  1340,  1345,  1349,  1350,  1351, 
1353.  1383,  1398,  1411.  1435.  1436.  1437. 
1430,  1431.  1433,  1433.  1434,  1479.  1503, 
1504.  1509.  1514.  1515.  1516.  1556.  1585. 
1586.  1587,  1588,  1594^  1631.  1666k  166r. 
1668.  1669,  1670,  1673,  1708,  1739,  1740, 
1745,  1761,  1765,  1766,  1767,  1768,  1783. 
1785,  1797,  1815,  1816,  1817,  1827,  1839, 
1833,  1833,  1834.  1835,  1838,  1839,  1840. 
1643,  1666,  1867,  1869,  1871,  1878,  1880, 
1881.  1883,  1915.  1967,  1984,  3058.  3078, 
9079,  3080,  3089.  3094,  3096.  3098. 

Pay  aad  aaileagef  a  bill  to  etubliah  a  awro  aaiforfli  rule 
ofooraputriicm,  1413t  paaaed,  1414. 

Panaioiiera.  a  bdl  Mking  appropiiaiiona  for  t)ie  pay- 
nwnt  of  Kvobitioflary  and  other  pensionera,  1 130. 

Panaion  ayalemt  a  reaohition  matnicting  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Penaiena  to  inqaire  into  the 
ezpedioney  of  amending  Ibe  3d  aeclion  of  the  act 
graotmg  half  pay  to  widows  and  orphana,  1 17S. 

Poat  Office  boilding,  a  reaolution  raspeotiBg  the  iaau- 
ranee  of,  1415;  agreed  to. 
bilUt  a  propoHtion  to  take  tbem  np  ra  a  certain 
day,  1943t  negatived. 

Preaident'a  annaal  message  reoeired,  (aee  dtppmdix.) 

do.  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees,  1053. 
do.  message  in  relation  to  Texas,  1137. 

Presidential  electiont  a  messsge  froai  tbe  Senata,  con- 
eurring  ia  Ibe  mode  nr  coontiag  out  tha  voles, 
8tc,  1583. 


PmideatiBl  elaotioai  votea  ftr  the  P>e<JeBt  Vioa 

Praaident  oeiialad,  1656. 
Property  isat  In  mlHtary  aarvioei  savarri  bills  of  Ibis  aa- 

tare  were  taken  up  and  OBiideiad,  1109|  aasa- 

ed,  1133. 
Piataulra  daties,  (see  CM.) 

Protection  to  oommereeta  metaotial  from  tha  ■erdwBli 

of  Boston,  1S98|  lafcrred. 
Receipli  and  expciidiinras  of  tha  Unted  Stataai  a  ma- 

VUm  to  priot  5;000  copies  of  tbe  docamat  ic- 

ferred  l0|  matieo  teieidcd.  116S. 
VHfMimg  Jaaomeirts;  a  resolution  proposhig  to  rapriat 

sundry  documents  in  ralattoa  to  Ibe  renfanixa- 

tion  ortbe  Treaaary  Beparttat,  ISMf  agiead 

to  in  part.  1395. 
Right  of  petition  ( a  raBohition  dedariag  slavaa  da  aat 

possess  Aa  right,  ITOSi  agreed  to,  1733. 
Rulest  an  alteration  propciwd,  1044. 
Seaamtt  rcsirfation  proporiag  to  inskaet  the  CummitUa 

on  Commerce  to  inquire  into  the  eapsJiBeBy  el 

repealing  all  lawa  preteeting  bbbbmi^  ll65i 

BMdiied  and  agreed  to,  1170. 
Jilfci  a  report  on  the  expedient  of  proMaliRg  the  mo- 

oAiclura  of  this  arttele.  1943. 
Speakert  voto    tbanka  by  the  Hoaae,  SldBt  bii  address 

to  tbe  Houtei  915f . 
Standiog  eoMnAteaa  appirialed.  104B. 
Steamboat  navigation)  a  ogBwaittea  appeinlad  to  axaaiae 

into  ita  eaa^lion,  1113. 
9urplua  revenuei  a  memorial  from  ciliaaai  efWattb  Car- 

x>fina  oa  the  Bubjeot,  1IS8. 
a  bill  le  redoaa  the  revewea  to  the  waata  (rf'Gav- 

etamaat,  1S47. 
SospcsMion  of  ralesi  a  OMrtion  for  this  purpuaat  drtalB 

on.  3094. 

Tariffi  rasalutlao  propoead  to  inBtract  tha  Cstmittea  aa 

Agrtoaltura  to  iaquira  iota  the  axpediem^  of 

aboliaWag  the  doty  en  foreign  grainy  lie.,  1150| 

laid  on  tha  table.  1161, 1504. 
Tennessee  land  billi  a  bill  to  anaand  the  aat  to  antborise 

the  Slato  ef  TeaoaiBee  ta  iaaae  KraaUi  ia  ear- 

tolaeasBSk  1133. 
Tszait  a  BiBimgB  from  tbe  Pfosidaat,  in  rabtiaa  to  that 

caaatry,  1I37(  an  etfra  aaisharof  ttaidcrcd 

to  be  prtnted. 
petition  praying  fcra  teoagaMioe  af  Ma  iftdepead> 

anee.  1764. 

reaolution  of  a  reaogaitiaa  af  its  iadapcadeaerk 

1880. 

appropriatioit  ftar  a  diptomatia  agaaiv  S060t  caa> 
celled  ia,  9066> 

Translators  to  the  Houaei  a  Tcaohiiioa  from  tbe  Comieit- 
tee  on  Private  Cfaami^  1434|  rejaatad. 

Virginia  bounty  hadai  a  propontiao  far  afc>wiag  an  at 
ditienal  qaanlity,  S066t  agreed  la. 

Wain,  Robert,  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  af,  1573. 

West  Paint  Aeademyt  a  eowieWee  pfupBSBd  to  bncslt- 
gate  Its  aflbtrs,  1119. 
a  bill  to  provide  for  its  aappOTt,  3073t  passed. 

Westera  hoepilalBi  reaolntion  appcnntiag  a  oammitlat  oa 
ettabHsbiag  esmmaread  hospitalB  ea  tbe  West- 
em  watera,  1130. 

Westom  Indianst  a  biH  for  the  pratealtoa  of  emigiaat 
and  other  Indians,  1516. 

Wbito.  Colonel  Aatbaay  W.,  a  bHI  for  the  lalief  of  the 
repreBeatatiVBB  al^  1109. 

WhitaMM.  Jobai  a  reperl  on  hiB  ohusB*  1306. 

Whitney,  R.  M.,  resalelian  fliallag  Ma  refcsal  to  attend 
the  committee  af  tnveatigasien,  aad  reqaBBtiwg 
saoh  ordw  to  be  taken  tbateoa  aa  toe  dignity 
of  the  House  reqairce,  1686)  agreed  to.  1707| 
R.  U.  W.  appaaraiuadartbearrcslafiheScr- 
gcant^t-enes,  1735,  ireo. 
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Wiittton,  Colonel  Jc^n,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tbe  rep* 
reienbitires  of,  1305. 

Teu  ud  nays,  on  a  rei oluUon  initruetincr  the  ComnUtee 
of  Wiys  wad  Means  to  report  a  bill  lo  amend 
the  ISth  lection  of  the  act  of  lut  aeuion^  to 
regulate  the  depoiitei  of  public  money,  re- 
Uuing  the  States  from  a  repayment  of  the 
same,  1052. 
abolition,  1156. 

resolotion  in  relation  to  granting  land  boiintiei  to 

disbanded  olHcers,  1177. 
memorial  touching  nttional  currency,  1303. 
distribution  of  public  lands,  1368. 
bill  for  relief  of  R.  P.  Letcher  and  T.  P.  Uoore^ 

1396. 

bin  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wanti  of  the 
Government,  1383. 


Yeai  and  nays,  on  the  molution  for  the  appmotnent  of  a 
commitlee  to  look  into  the  management  of  the 
executive  administration,  1410. 

the  admission  of  kUch'^n,  1479,  1500. 

the  Repretwitative  of  Michigu  Uking  hM  wat, 
1508. 

nropositioa  to  eenmre  Mr.  Adamii  iSfU  1683, 
1684. 

right  of  petition,  1733. 

c^of  B.  M.  Whitney,  1764.  1766.  1767,  1786. 

1787,  1789,  1790.  1793,  1817.  1851,  1869, 

1878, 1879. 
distribution  question,  1963, 1987,  1988,  1990. 
the  currency  bill,  2089,  2090. 
the  bill  prohibiting  the  sale  of  pid>Uc  hod  except 

to  aetoil  aettlers,  3091. 
fortification  bUI,  3096,  2145. 
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Adams,  Hr..  Massscbusetts.  on  the  Preddcnt*!  BRSssge, 
1068,  1071,  1079,  1080. 

on  protective  duties,  1113, 1114. 

Oie  mint  bill,  1144, 1146, 1171. 

memorisls  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  from  Penn- 
sylvanis.  1156,  1157,  1314,  1316,  1317,  1318. 
1319.  1320,  1397.  1411,  1434,  1435,  1426, 
1499,  1431.  1433,  1433,  1513,  1514^  1586, 
1587,  1594. 

proteeUon  of  seamen,  1166. 

reprinting  documents,  1294. 

inquired  if  any  menlber  was  chaiifed  with  a  peti- 
tion from  the  authors  of  Great  Britain  to  Con- 
RieMI  he  had  been  applied  to  on  tbe  subject, 
but  would  wait  a  week  or  two,  to  see  if  no  more 
direct  application  will  be  made,  1313. 

surplus  revADuc,  1351,  1385. 

imprisonment  for  debt.  1386. 

keeping  tbe  jourmls,  1398. 

milnige  of  members,  1417. 

bill  for  relief  of  Andrew  Knox.  1555. 

navy  approprialion  bill,  1565. 

a  proposed  resolution  of  censure  of  bim.  1610, 
1665,  1671,  1673.  1673. 

the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1706.  1707. 

r'^t  of  petition,  1733. 

report  on  the  expediency  of  promoting  the  cul- 
ture and  mannfacture  of  silk,  1933. 

an  appropriation  finr  a  diplomatto  agent  to  Texas, 
3060,  2X31. 

fortifici^on  bill,  3151. 
Allan,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  public  lands,  1343,  1310, 
1383. 

recopnitioQ  of  Texas,  1881. 
distribution  question,  1963. 
appropriatran  for  diplomatio^nt  to  Texas,  2063. 
AUbrd,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  Indian  appropriation  bill,  1560. 
abolition,  1588. 

proposed  vote  of  censure  on  Mr.  Adam^  1617* 
the  case  of  B.  M.  Whitney,  1815, 
army  appropriation  bill,  1919. 
Anthtny,  Mr.,  Pennwlvaoii,  on  abi^oD,  1157. 
the  tariff;  1158. 
Atehafalaya  railroad.  1423. 
pay  and  mileage  of  members,  1504. 
censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1668, 1669. 
right  of  petition,  1715. 
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Anthony,  Mr.,  Pa.,  on  case  ofR.  M.  Whitney,  1750, 179a 

distribution  question,  1963. 

judicial  ^stem,  3148. 
^ley,  Mr. ,  Missouri,  on  the  Cumheriand  road,  1U7. 

Indian  treaties,  1149. 

public  lands,  1350. 

Indian  appropriation  bill,  1516. 

right  of  petition,  1709, 
Beaumont,  Mr.,  Pennaylvaoia.  on  a  resolution  proposing 
a  definition  of  the  offence  of  a  contempt  of  the 
House,  1755. 

Belt.  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  tbe  President's  meaaage,  1054. 
bill  to  regulate  tbe  proceeds  of  Unda  ceded  by 

Indians,  1130. 
Indian  treaties,  1148. 

printing  reporton  gfeologicalreconnoiasance.  1164. 

surplus  revenue.  1351,  1384,  1385. 

public  lands,  1387. 

mileage  of  memben^  145S. 

freedom  of  elections,  1455. 

enlisting  boys  into  the  navy.  1510. 

case  of  B.  M.  Whitney.  1748,  1771,  1772,  1773, 
1774,  1775,  1780,  1781.  1782,  1807,  1808, 
1810,  1811,  1814.  1817,  1834:,  1849.  1855. 
1856, 1857,  1870,  1873, 1876. 

amgr  apMropibUon  bill,  1909. 1917, 1956. 

the  diatnbution  question.  1926,  195^  1984. 

fortification  bill,  3095,  3145.  3149,  3150. 

Indian  appropriation  bill.  3097- 

sale  of  Creek  reservations,  2155. 
Bond,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  the  case  of  R,  11.  Whitney,  1799. 

West  Point  Academv  2075. 

naval  apprtmriation  bill,  3099. 

Cunberiand  road  bill,  3076. 
Boon,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  the  President's  message,  1073. 
protective  duties  1118. 

printing  an  extra  nnmber  of  President's  metaige 

in  relation  to  Texas,  1144. 
executive  departments,  1170. 
public  lands,  1305. 
aboUtion,  1319. 

pay  and  mileage  of  membm^  1503. 

bid  for  relief    Andrew  Knox,  1556. 

on  the  memorial  of  Kern  and  George,  1!X9> 

csM  of  a  M.  Whitney,  1697, 1749, 1873.  1877. 

dbtribution  question,  1967. 

investigation  reports^  3085. 
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UuulJin,  Mr.,  Virjr'iniaf  ontliePrcBideiil'smessaffr,  1074. 

Rbuliiion,  1589. 

rif,'ht  ofpelhion,  1716. 

case  of  It.  M.  Whitney,  1740. 

ilibtribution  question,  1937. 

currency  bill,  2086. 

btrbor  bill,  2146. 
Hoyd,  Mn.^f^entucfcy,  on  the  Indian  ftppropriatkm  bill, 

Briggs  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  the  Fresidenl'a  messin. 
1078.  * 

printing  an  extra  number  of  the  Prestdenl**  nei- 
eapc  in  relation  to  Texas,  1140. 

public  lands,  1246. 

surplus  revenue,  1385. 

censure  of  Mr.  Adam*,  1672. 

case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1688,  1760.  1762,  1834. 

general  appropriation  bill,  20P9. 
Brown,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  pay  and  mileaj^  of 

members,  1504. 
Bunch,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  fortification  bHI,  1958. 
Bynum,  Mr.,  Nurtb  Carolina,  on  abolition,  1327,  1396. 

a  proposed  vote  of  censure  on  Mr.  Adami,  1627. 

the  censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1667. 

right  of  petition,  1716, 

general  appropriation  bill,  2027. 
Calhoon,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  surplus  rerenue,  1382. 

the  pay  and  mileage  of  members,  1503. 

Colon'Zation  Society,  1585. 

censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1639. 

cuse  of  It.  M.  Whitney,  1737,  1747,  1748,  1766, 
1770,  1779,  1806,  1807,  1823,  1854. 

naval  appropriation  bill,  1907. 

fortification  bill,  3154. 
Cambrcleng,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  President't  mei- 
sage,  1071. 

protective  duties,  1114, 1117. 

several  apprnpriation  bills  reported,  U30, 

mint  bill,  1144,  1171. 

amount  of  duty  on  salt,  kc,  1162,  1163. 

protection  of  seamen,  1165,  1166,  1169. 

executire  departments,  1170. 

surplus  revenue  1347,  1351,  1352,  1383,  1384. 

pay  and  mileage,  1413,  1503. 

Indian  appropriation  bill,  1514. 1515, 1550,  1556, 

army  appropriation  bill,  1554,  1555,  175G,  1908, 
1917, 1919. 

naval  appropriation  bill,  1563,  1565,  1759,  1883, 
1884,  1894,  1895,  1897,  1905,  1908,  2098. 

the  memorial  of  Kern  and  Geotve,  1568,  1573, 
1573. 

presidential  election,  1584. 
abolition,  1600,  1601. 

case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1744,  1823,  1824,  1829. 
atfaira  with  Mexico,  1915,  1916. 
fortification  bill,  1920, 1926,  2150,  2151. 
distribution  question,  1927,  1942,  1984. 
general  appropriation  bill,  3027,  2057,  2058, 

20«9,  2099,  2100. 
appropriation  for  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Texas, 

2064. 

currency  bill,  2086,  2089. 
Ciirr,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  ibe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Andrew 
Knox,  1556. 

Carter,  Mi-.,  Tennessee,  on  President's  message,  1056. 

the  army  appropriation  bill,  1757. 

harbor  bill,  200.T. 
tjascy,  Mr.,  Illinois,  on  the  harbor  bill,  2005,  2010. 
Chambers,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  abolition,  13 17, 1318, 1319. 

bill  for  relief  uf  Andrew  Knox,  1555. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1565. 

right  of  petition,  1708. 

case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1766,  1773. 


Chambers,  Mr..  Pennsylvania,  on  protective  duties,  1116. 

memorial  touching  national  currency,  1196. 

bill  for  relief  of  Andrew  Knox,  1555. 
Cbapin,  Mr.;  New  York,  on  the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney. 
1752. 

harbor  bill,  1992. 

West  Point  Academy,  2076. 
Ctatborne,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  public  Undn,  1246. 

mileage  of  members,  1417,  1451,  1503. 

case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1689.  1761,  1768,  3839. 

army  appropriation  bill,  1757. 

fortification  bill,  1958. 

harbor  bill,  2010. 
Connor,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  Post  Office  building, 
1415,  1416. 

proposition  for  taking  up  bills  relative  to  the  P«t 
Office  on  a  certain  day,  1943. 

general  appropriation  bill,  2059. 
Corwin,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  surplus  revenue,  1353. 
Craig,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  printing  an  extra  number  of 
President's  message  relating  to  Texts,  1143. 

granting  land  bounty  (o  disbanded  officer^  1176. 

surplus  revenue,  1351,1385. 

pay  and  mileage  of  members,  1503. 

the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1793. 
Crane,  Mr..  Ohio,  on  the  harbor  bill.  3010,  3059. 
Crary,  Mr.,  Michigan,  on  prendential  electHHi,  1584. 

the  dirtribution  quertion,  1933. 
Cushing,  Mr.,  Maancbuaetts.  on  protection  of  aetncD, 
1168. 

on  the  quarantine  at  Elsineur,  1427. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  1516,  1525. 
abolition.  1585,  1586. 
censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1641. 
•pproprialion  for  n  diplomatic  «gent  to  Texas, 
2060,  2100. 

Cushroan,  Mr.,  N.  Hampshire,  on  surplus  rerenue,  1375. 

investigation  reports,  3079. 
Davis,  Mr.,  Indians,  on  protective  duties.  1117. 

on  Indian  treaties,  1149,  1150. 

abolition.  1157,  1586. 

public  lands,  1243. 
Dawson,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  the  Indian  appropriatioo  bill, 
1544. 

abolition,  1601. 

the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney.  1795,  1821,  1822. 
naval  appropriation  bill,  1886. 
harbor  bill,  3005. 
Denny,  Mr..  Pennsylvania,  on  the  Preaideal's  nmssge. 
1072. 

protective  duties,  1117. 
memorial  touching  national  currency,  1195. 
amy  appropriation  bill,  1956, 1957. 
the  distribution  question,  1981. 
harbor  bill,  2006. 
Dromgooir,  Mr.,  Virgima,  on  nmending  the  conslitution, 
1510. 

a  proposed  vote^of  censure  on  Mr.  Adams,  1613. 
the  case  of  B.  M.  Whitney,  1819. 
Dunlap,  Mr..  Tennessee,  on  the  diatribation  surplus.. 

1051. 

Tennessee  land  bill,  1122. 

executive  departments,  1170, 1336, 1341. 

public  lands,  1205. 

army  appropriation  bill,  175^  1917,  1954. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1894,  1895.  1896,  1897. 
bill  for  erecting  marine  hospitals,  1911. 
fortificaUon  bill,  1920. 
West  Point  Academy,  2075. 
harbor  bill,  2147. 
light-house  bill.  2149. 
Elmore,  Mr.,  South  Carolina,  cn  a  proposed  vole  of 

censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  161:^  1666, 1667. 1669, 

1670,  1671. 
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Elmore,  llr..  South  Caroliai,  on  uTy  approprUtton  bill* 

1886. 
currency  bill,  2089. 
EvanF,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  censure  oF  Mr.  Adams,  1665, 
1666,  166r,  1668,  1670,  16M. 
the  gener&I  appropriation  bill>  3058,  3059. 
Everett,  Mr.,  Vermont,  on  Presidenl's  messagp,  1080. 
memorial  touching  national  currency,  1302. 
bill  for  relief  oF  tbe  representatives  of  William 

Anderson,  1300. 
the  Western  Indians  1516. 
Indian  appropriation  hilt,  1537,  1549,- 1561. 
bill  to  prevent  the  reiauing  of  Bank  United 
States  notes,  1897.  - 
Fairfield,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  the  case  of  K.  H.  Whitney, 
1768,  1770,  1872. 
on  the  general  appropriation  bill,  2139. 
Furester,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  army  appropriation 
biU.  1958.  J    IF  f 

French,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  the  executive  adniDistrft- 

tion,  1346. 
censuring  Mr.  Adams,  1659. 
naFal  appropriation  bill,  2097. 
harbor  bilt,  2146. 
fortification  bill,  3150. 
Fry,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  tarifT,  1150. 
Galbraitb,  M--.,  Pennsylvania,  on  memorial  on  national 
currency,  1178. 
surplus  revenue,  1382. 

bill  for  preventing  the  reissuing  of  notes  of  Bank 

United  States,  1897- 
on  refusing  to  receive  notes  of  the  old  Bank 

United  States,  1944,  1946. 
the  currency  bill,  2089. 
Garland,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  depo»te  hank^  1177,  1313, 

1224,  1225,  1326. 
•buses  in  the  executive  departments,  liTO. 
the  committee  of  investigation,  1578. 
case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1861,  1865,  1871. 
investigation  reports,  2076. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  2097. 
Garland,  Mr.,  Louiuana,  on  Indian  treaties,  1148, 

1149. 

deposite  banks,  1226. 
Atchafslaya  railroad,  1423. 
Louisiana  land  office,  1516. 
the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1852,  1865,  1871. 
distribution  question,  1927,  1930. 
general  appropriation  bilt,  2058,  2141. 
judicial  system,  2148. 
Gholson,  Mr.^  Mississippi,  on  Indian  appropriation  bill, 

case  of  R.  H.  Whitney,  1699,  1740,  1748,  1774, 
1791,  1803,  1812,  1827,  1830,  1831,  1834, 
1835,  1843,  1849,  18C9,  1878. 

harbor  bill,  3007. 

fortification  bill,  3155. 
Gillet,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  inquiry  ordered  respecting 
bounty  lands,  1051,  1080. 

establishing  Western  hospital',  1121. 

mint  bill,  1147. 

amount  of  c^uty  on  salt,  &c.,  1162,  1163. 
protection  of  seamen,  1166. 
reprinting  documents,  1294. 
the  committee  of  investigation,  1578. 
case  of  K.  M.  Whitney,  1809. 
Glascoctc,  Mr,,  Georgia,  on  the  President's  message, 
1054,  1095. 
abolition,  1315,  1317,  1319,  1586,  1601. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  1550. 
censure  of  Mr.  Adam*.  1C69,  1670. 
ca»c  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1705,  179.1,  1794,  1832, 

1831,  1835. 
forlificatiun  bill,  3154. 


Graham,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  the  ease  tif  R.  M. 

Whitney,  1706. 
Granger,  Mr.,  New  York,  on  the  claim  of  John  Whit- 
man, 1307. 
abolition,  1591. 
censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1673, 
right  of  petition,  1723. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1760. 
West  Point  Acadenny,  2072. 
fortification  bill,  2150. 
Grantland,  Mr.,  Geoivia,  on  abolition,  1588. 
Graves,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  tbe  freedom  of  election*, 
1516. 

a  proposed  vote  of  censure  on  Mr.  Adams,  1627. 

army  appropriation  bilt,  1756,  1758,  1759,  1908. 

distribution  question,  1958. 

harbor  bill,  2009. 
Grayson,  Mr.,  South  Carolina,  on  the  navy  appropri- 
ation bill,  1906. 

harbor  bill,  2006. 
Grennell,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  abolition,  1411. 

the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  1557,  1561. 

fortification  bill,  1926. 

general  appropriation  bill,  2100. 
Hannegan,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  steamboat  accidents  1119. 

deposite  banks,  1178. 

public  lands,  1368. 

executive  adminislratton,  1269. 

pay  and  mileage,  1413,  1504. 

censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1683,  1685. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1907. 

bill  for  erecting  marine  lioapilals,  1913. 

harbor  bill,  2006,  2147. 

general  appropriation  bill,  2053. 
Ilatl,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  the  public  lands,  1342. 

Canada  trade,  1513. 
Ifsmer,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  executive  administration,  1274. 

the  committee  of  investigation,  1581. 

case  of  It.  M.  Whitney,  1776,  1786,  1803. 

recognising  Texas,  1881. 

appropriation  for  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Texas, 
3061,3137. 

Hardin,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  Preallent's  message,  1075. 
land  bounty  to  disbanded  ofBcers  1)76. 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  1312,  1414,  1416. 
Washington  Turnpike  Company,  1500,  1501. 
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public  lands,  1205. 
Post  Office  building,  1415. 
appropriation  for  a  diplomatic  agent  to  Texts, 
2064. 
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the  mint  bill,  1147,  1171. 
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8149. 
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Haynea,  Mr.,  Geotvia,  on  abolition,  1320,  1587,  1588, 
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the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  1554. 

a  proposed  vote  of  cennre  on  Mr.  Adam^  1610, 
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ca«  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1740. 
naval  appropriation  bill,  1686,  1906. 
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the  mint  bill,  1146,  1147. 
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Jenifer,  Mr.,  Maryland,  on  executive  adminismtioi^ 
1409. 

the  admission  of  Michigan,  1480. 
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Atcbafalaya  railroad,  1434. 
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harbor  bill,  3005. 

investigation  report,  3077. 

naval  appropriation  hill,  3097, 3099. 

harbor  bill,  3146. 
Johnaoo,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  memorial  of  Ken  sad 
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army  appropriation  bill,  1756. 
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the  executive  administration,  1133. 
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1385. 
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repriniing  documents,  1295. 
the  distribatic 


Ition  question,  1931. 
general  appropriation  bill,  205t^  3100. 
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1054,  1055. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  1553. 
abolition,  1588,  1593. 
right  of  petition,  1708, 
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Lnri^  Ur>,  AUbama*  on  Tcxa%  1754. 

case  of  B.  M.  Whitney,  1767, 1768. 
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the  oaK  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1865, 1867. 
error  apprcniriatioA  bill,  1919. 
harbor  bill,  3147. 
Lqyall,  Hr.,  Virginia,  on  the  Preadent*!  meaiBge,  1053. 
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executive  administration,  1399. 
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the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  1554. 
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bacbor  bUI,  3007. 


MaioD,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1770, 
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fortification  bill,  3096. 
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on  surplus  revenue,  1383. 
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the  mint  bill,  1434. 
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army  sppropriation  bill.  1918.  1957. 
bill  for  erecting  marine  hospitals,  1909. 
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BurpluB  revenue,  1385. 
pay  and  mileage  of  members.  1503. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  1541.  1554. 
naval  appropriation  bill.  1905. 
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Washington  Turnpike  Company  bill.  1501. 
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general  appropriation  bill.  3057. 
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1843. 
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the  distribution  question.  1988. 
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Pearee>  Mr. .  Rhode  Island,  on  ntvy  •ppropriition*  bill, 
1894,  1895,  1904^  1906,  1909,  3098. 
•rmy  approprittion  bill,  1909. 
fortificttion  bill,  1935. 
dtstribulion  question,  1980. 
Pekrcr,  Mr.,  Miryland,  on  tbe  admission  of  Hichinn, 
1494. 

Peyton,  Mr.,  Tennenee,  oo  the  President's  message, 
1084^  1100. 

depoiite  bank!^1218.  - 

executire  admi^iistration,  1237. 

committee  of  investigHtiun,  \573. 

case  of  n.  H.  Whitney,  1782,  1783,  1784,  1785, 
1790,  1791,  1814,  1816,  1817.  1818,  1824, 
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general  appropriation  bill,  3100. 
Phillips,  Mr.,  Massacbusetta,  on  the  exploring  expedi- 
tion, 1570. 

a  proposed  vote  of  censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1631. 

harbor  bill,  2146. 
Pickens,  Mr.,  South  Carolina,on  the  President's  annual 
message,  1073. 

printing  an  extra  number  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage respecting  Texas,  1140. 

abolilion,  1156,  1599. 

executire  departments,  1170,  1227. 

Texas,  1386. 
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1613,  1666. 
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ease  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1834,  1835,  1837,  1839, 

1830. 

recognising  Texas,  1881. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1884. 
the  distribution  question,  1977. 
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1320,  1427,  1432,  1588,  1602. 
right  of  petition,  1708. 

prizes  sent  into  Denmark  by  John  P.  Jones,  1754. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1883,  1884,  1885,  1886, 
1905.. 

Reed,  Mr.,  MassachuBefts,  nn  protective  duties,  1116. 

the  claim  of  John  Wbitman,  1307, 1308,  1309. 

abolition,  1346. 

surplus  revenue,  1351. 

memorial  of  Kern  and  Georjfe,  1569. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1895,  1896,  1903,  1905. 
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Atclisfalaya  railroad,  1431. 
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